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BY MADINA TOURE

Students and faculty at 
Holy Cross High School in 
Flushing are showing sup-
port for an alumni’s wife 
who is currently battling 
cystic fibrosis. 

Katy Starck Monte, 30, 
the wife of Joe Monte, 27, 

a 2005 Holy Cross graduate 
who is working as a fire-
fighter, has been fighting 
cystic fibrosis since early 
childhood. Her family and 
friends started the hashtag 
#OomphForKaty to keep 
hope alive after her first 
failed transplant. 

Holy Cross’ Class of 2015 

seniors participated in an 
assembly last Friday focus-
ing on the school’s tradition 
of brotherhood and service, 
where Art Department 
Chairman Rob Botero dis-
cussed Katy Monte’s condi-
tion and the issue of organ 
donation. 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Former Bayside City Council-
man Dan Halloran was sentenced 
to 10 years and one month in 
prison Wednesday for his role in 

a bribery scheme to secure a spot 
on the Republican line for former 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith in the 
2013 mayoral race.

Halloran showed up at federal 
court in White Plains in a dark-

colored suit and a baby blue tie 
alongside one of his brothers 
and lawyer Jonathan Edelstein, 
who was hired after the trial was 
over.

Federal Judge Kenneth Karas 

imposed the prison sentence fol-
lowing Halloran’s jury conviction 
last summer on five counts in-
volving Smith’s mayoral bid and 
the councilman’s plot to direct 
city money to a sham charity in 
exchange for support for his fail-
ing congressional campaign. 

The sentencing hearing be-
gan with examining the level of 
charges against Halloran, which 
were doubled because he took 
bribes as a public official, had the 
intent of taking additional bribes, 
and he perjured himself repeat-
edly during the five day trial.

“The jury clearly found Mr. Hal-
loran dishonest. I had a front row 
seat. I watched his body language, 
his body languages said everything 
and his answers were even worse,” 
Karas said.“There is no question 
about his level of involvement.”

The judge presided over the 
original trial of Halloran, Smith 
and former Queens GOP leader 
Vincent Tabone, but granted a 
mistrial June 2014 because some 
of the evidence was in Yiddish 
and the defense needed time 
for translations to examine the 
evidence. Halloran chose to con-
tinue with the trial alone and 

Avoiding photographers, a pregnant Ambar Lachman, 31, of Bayside hustles out of Queens Criminal Court after a 
hearing on charges she and her husband allegedly tortured their maid with a blowtorch.   See story on Page 
3. Photo by Michael Shain 

THEIR DAY IN COURT

BY BILL PARRY

Motorists on the Long Island 
Expressway and the Grand Cen-
tral Parkway were treated to a 
free light show last Friday eve-
ning. The observation towers of 
the New York State Pavilion were 
illuminated in a variety of colors 
as borough and city officials ran 
the first test of what might be-
come a permanent installation.

“It was a very successful test 
for two hours,” Alex Herrera, the 
director of Technical Services at 
the New York Landmarks Con-
servancy said. “We used LED 
floodlights on the roof of the 
Queens Museum with a few more 
around the Pavilion. It was really 
interesting.”

It was the first step in a $5.8 
million restoration project for the 
New York State Pavilion and the 
adjacent Tent of Tomorrow, two 
of the structures designed by leg-
endary architect Philip Johnson 
for the 1964 World’s Fair. The 50th 
anniversary drew 60,000 people to 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
in May, leading Queens Park De-
partment Commissioner Dorothy 

BY BILL PARRY

When the Fleet Financial Group purchased 
the DiBlasi Ford Dealership in Corona for $17 
million in December 2013, it announced it would 
build the borough’s first convention center. The 
$200 million project called for a 106,000-square-
foot-complex that would “rival the Javits Center” 

Corona Convention Center 
is scrapped for hotel plan

Holy Cross High School students and fac-
ulty are showing support for the wife of 
alum who is fighting cystic fibrosis. 

Photo Courtesy Holy Cross High School

World’s Fair 
towers shine 
in the night

 Disgraced Halloran heads to jail
Judge hands down 10 years to former Bayside Councilman in bribery conviction

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 12

Holy Cross fi ghts for Katy
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com
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BY TOM MOMBERG

 The Bayside couple ac-
cused of holding their maid 
against her will and tortur-
ing her appeared in Queens 
Criminal Court this week 
for a scheduling hearing. 
The third suspect still

had not been apprehend-
ed.

 After setting a plea 
hearing for April 8, the cou-
ple’s Manhattan attorney, 
Lawrence Fisher, tried to 
appeal to the judge, Doro-
thy Chin-Brandt, to set bail 
for defendant Devanand 
Lachman.

 During the couple’s ar-
raignment, Lachman was 
held without bail. His wife, 
Ambar Lachman, who is 
four months’ pregnant, 
was released on $50,000 
bail. The judge extended 
Devanand Lachman’s bail 
waiver to April 22, denying 
Fisher’s request.

 The Lachmans are 
charged in a Feb. 13 inci-

dent in which Devanand 
Lachman, 32, allegedly 
proceeded to beat, burn 
and torture the couple’s 
54-year-old house maid 
until she admitted to steal-
ing items from the couple’s 
home, according to the 
criminal complaint filed by 
the Queens district attor-
ney’s office.

 It was unclear wheth-
er the maid had actually 
stolen anything from the 
Lachmans, though she ad-
mitted to it under pressure, 
the complaint said.

 In his two-family home 
on 217th Street, Devanand 
Lachman and an unknown 
accomplice accused the 
maid of stealing a sum of 
money and a gold chain, ac-
cording to the DA’s office. 
Armed with knives and a 
firearm, they kept her from 
attempting to leave, the 
complaint said.

 Devanand Lachman and 
the unknown accomplice 
are accused of punching 

the maid, causing bruising 
to her face, arms and legs, 

the DA said. They then ap-
parently used a hand torch 

to burn parts of her body 
and her eyebrows until she 
admitted to stealing, ac-
cording to the complaint.

 Ambar Lachman, 31, 
then drove a white GMC 
Arcadia to the maid’s home 
to search for the missing 
items, the DA said. She 
then waited in the car with 
the maid, while Devanand 
Lachman and his accom-
plice searched the home, 
according to sources at the 
NYPD.

 After reporting the 
incident to NYPD’s 111th 
Precinct, the victim was 
released and treated at a 
hospital for bruising and 
burns to her face, arms and 
legs, the NYPD said. The 
unknown accomplice was 
described by the victim as a 
dark-skinned man between 
the ages of 30 and 35, 6 feet 
tall with a medium build. 

Police said no more ar-
rests have been made, but 
that the investigation was 
ongoing.

 Both Lachmans are 
being charged with kid-
napping and criminal pos-
session of a weapon, while 
Devanand was accused of 
assault, the Queens district 
attorney said. The most 
serious charge of assault 
with a deadly weapon is a 
Class B Felony, which is 
punishable by a minimum 
five-year jail sentence and 
a maximum of 25 years. 

 Devanand Lachman was 
born and raised in Queens, 
and has a background in 
business management and 
finance, according to the 
couple’s lawyer. Devanand 
had most recently been 
working for an auto me-
chanic that does work for 
the NYPD. The couple also 
has a 2-year-old child to-
gether.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY BILL PARRY

Mount Sinai Queens 
opened a new medical facil-
ity which treats cancer and 
blood disorders as part of 
a $125 million expansion. 
Community leaders, elect-
ed officials and the hospi-
tal’s administration held a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
at the Mount Sinai Queens 
Infusion Center last Friday, 
across the street from the 
main hospital, at 25-10 30th 
Ave. in Astoria.

“When it comes to pro-
viding comprehensive out-
patient cancer care, Mount 
Sinai is second to none,” 
Mount Sinai Queens Ex-
ecutive Director Caryn 
Schwab said. “This newly 
renovated center is just the 
latest example of our com-
mitment to patients and 
their families during the 
most difficult fight of their 
lives.”

The new center will pro-
vide a quiet and comfort-
able place for treatments 
such as chemotherapy and 
blood transfusions in seven 
infusion bays with updated 
examination rooms. There 

is also a large open-concept 
waiting room with a patient 
nutrition center.

“Our new center fills a 
need for the community by 
bringing together as many 
cutting-edge cancer treat-

ments available in one, 
easy-to-access location,” 
Dr. Howard Greenberg, the 
director of the Mount Sinai 
Infusion Center, said. “The 
center allows me and my 
colleagues, including Dr. 

Che-Kai Tsao and the rest 
of our expert medical staff, 
to continue to provide a 
level of cancer care usually 
seen only in large tertiary 
care hospitals, right here in 
Queens.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) called 
the center a great example 
of the outstanding care 
and service Mount Sinai 
Queens “continues to offer 
residents of this communi-
ty.” City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria) said, “Our borough 
is a growing and thriving 
community, and one that 
deserves the type of world-
class care offered by Mount 
Sinai. That is always what 
your hospital has delivered, 
and I look forward to con-
tinuing to support that.” He 
added that the City Council 
had allocated $2 million to 
the hospital during the past 
budget cycle.

The $125 million con-
struction project includes a 
new building annex called 
the Ambulatory Care Pa-
vilion, a five-story building 
with an enlarged emergen-
cy department, new operat-
ing suites, a multispecialty 
outpatient care and ad-
vanced imaging and labo-
ratory services. The exten-
sion to the original hospital 
is expected to be completed 
next year.

Assemblywoman Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
said, “Because of Mount 
Sinai Queens, people in 
this community no longer 
have to go through tunnels 
or cross bridges to receive 
world class treatment and 
care.” 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Baysiders accused of assaulting maid: DA
Police seek public’s help in search for third suspect in alleged kidnapping and assault of employee

Elected officials help administrators at Mount Sinai Queens open their new Infusion Center in 
Astoria. Photo courtesy Mount Sinai Queens

Mount Sinai Queens opens cancer center in Astoria

Police released this sketch of third suspect linked to an al-
leged kidnapping and assault incident of a Bayside maid.  

Sketch courtesy NYPD
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$50000 Off
This is a Pre-Construction 

Certifi cate of Savings 

of $500.00 per space in 

the soon to be completed 

St. Mary’s Mausoleum.

Discount may be discontinued without prior notice.

72-02 Astoria Boulevard
East Elmhurst, NY 11370

718-278-3240
St. Mary’s 
Community
Mausoleum

St. Mary’s Community Mausoleum

BY MADINA TOURE

Willets Point United is 
calling on the Queens Bor-
ough Board to allocate fund-
ing to repair streets that 
will not be affected by the $3 
billion Willets Point Devel-
opment plan in the immedi-
ate future. 

Irene Prestigiacomo, a 
WPU member and a private 
property owner in Willets 
Point for the past 26 years, 
testified at the Feb. 23 bud-
get hearing for the Queens 
Borough Board, which is 
chaired by Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz.  

During her testimony, 
she commended Communi-
ty Board 7 for including the 
reconstruction of Willets 
Point streets in its list of top 
capital priorities for fiscal 
years 2015 and 2016.

But she questioned the 
city Department of Trans-
portation’s $15 million price 
tag for the project and ac-
cused the Queens Borough 
Board of neglecting the 

area.
“I don’t know how they 

arrived at that figure,” 
Prestigiacomo said. “I 
think their arithmetic is re-
ally bogus.”

Gerald Antonacci told 
the TimesLedger in Decem-
ber that problem areas are 
in the northern and eastern 
ends of the area, noting 34th 
Avenue, 126th Place, 127th 
Street, 127th Place and 35th 
Avenue and Willets Point 
Boulevard. Concerns in-
clude the large number of 
potholes, uneven roads and 
a dearth of litter baskets 
and sewers. 

The $3 billion plan, 
which expanded from 62 
acres to 108.9 acres, includes 
a megamall to be built on 
parkland, mixed-income 
housing, a convention cen-
ter, a hotel and community 
facilities.

Because the current Wil-
lets Point Development Plan 
refers only to the first phase 
of Willets Point — 23 acres 
of the entire 62-acre site — 

the remaining 39 acres will 
not be affected in the imme-
diate future. About 100 busi-
nesses operate outside of the 
first phase. 

In a letter dated Dec. 20, 
2012 to City Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing), the 
DOT said the $15 million 

estimate covers costs for 
the agency and that funds 
would also be required from 
the city Department of En-
vironmental Protection 
for sewers and stormwater 
management, which would 
increase the cost. 

“Streets in the Willets 

Point area are in severe 
disrepair and require sub-
stantial work beyond basic 
reconstruction and as a 
result, would require more 
than $15 million for repair,” 
a DOT spokeswoman said 
in an email. “DOT is work-
ing on an updated estimate 

for infrastructure repair at 
Willets Point.”

David Antonacci of WPU 
wrote a letter dated Feb. 23 
on behalf of WPU to Katz 
requesting that the city 
dedicate the $15 million to 
the project. Marilyn Bitter-
man, CB 7’s district man-
ager, also sent a letter dated 
Oct. 8, 2013 to then Borough 
Commissioner Dalila Hall 
asking the DOT to perform 
a “wear and tear” on streets 
within the second phase of 
the development plan.

CB 7 declined to com-
ment on the matter. 

Ralph St. John of St. John 
Enterprises, Inc., a general 
contractor in Willets Point 
with 30 years of experience 
specializing in excavation, 
shoring, concrete, struc-
tural and site work, said the 
company could undertake 
the street repairs, regrad-
ing and new asphalt paving 
at a cost less than what the 
DOT projected. 

Willets Point United is asking the city to fund the repair of streets in Willets Point not part of the de-
velopment plan. Photo by Michael Shain

Willets Pt. group asks city to repair streets 
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The best kept secret 
on Long Island...

DESIGNER LABELS AT DISCOUNT PRICES 

LAST CALL 50% OFF

ON ALL WINTER MERCHANDISE

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The NYPD has been 
making strides to reconnect 
with communities by giving 
the public a chance to see 
the officer training experi-
ence at the police academy.

 The training program, 
Fire Arms Tactical Simula-
tor, known as F.A.T.S, was 
held Feb. 23 at the Greater 
Springfield Community 
Church on 129th Avenue 
where more than 35 resi-
dents gathered to see and 
participate in the demon-
stration. 

“This is a training mo-
dality with our recruits,” 
said Inspector Raymond 
Caroli, part of the NYPD 
training and firearms sec-
tion. “This video-based 
training shows their sense 
of judgment in stressful 
situations.”

Fire Arms Tactical Sim-
ulator, a training program 
for the NYPD, uses video 
simulation to create real-
life scenarios for police offi-
cers. It includes characters 
that respond in real time 
to a command from the of-
ficer. Scenarios can turn 
violent or a situation can be 
handled peacefully depend-
ing on the how the training 
officer handles the conflict. 

“The idea is that there 
are real consequences to 
your actions. This is about 
judgment calls under 
stress, specific to the use 
the force,” said Caroli. “It 

is a very critical training. 
We raise the stress level to 
see their response and then 
critique them. The idea that 
the NYPD is on a shooting 
rampage is just not true.”

There are three major 
forms of training; lecture-
based training, video-
based training, and actual 
scenario training, where 
role-playing instructors 
play criminals and officers 
armed with paintball guns 
said Caroli.

The demonstration re-
quired participants to wear 
a gun belt with a modified 
.99mm gun and a baton. The 
participants, playing offi-
cers, are put into situations 
where they must deal with a 
drunkard holding a brick or 
a large man who jumped the 
turnstile or someone with a 
weapon. The demonstration 
was entertaining for most 
participants, but the reality 
of police relations in their 
community was not past 
them.  

“I basically think this is 
to cover their backs with all 
the chaos that’s going on,” 
said Dr. Reba Perry, who 
owns a child day-care cen-
ter in Springfield Gardens.  
“I have seen them stop and 
frisk young men in front 
of my day-care center. But 
I am not angry like most 
people. I get it. For instance, 
I don’t think that cop who 
shot the kid in the staircase 
should be charged. I know 
that neighborhood and it is 

a bad neighborhood, espe-
cially with a stairwell with 
no lighting. I don’t think 
the cop did it purposely. I 
don’t think he should be 
charged.”

Perry was the first par-
ticipant in the demonstra-
tion where she played an of-
ficer, who has to deal with a 
large size, aggressive male 
civilian who did not pay his 
metro fare. 

After the demonstration, 
Perry said, “He was a big 
guy, I thought he was going 
to try something.”

Perry’s colleague, De-
nise Rodriguez, came to the 
event for different reasons. 

“I have a 25-year-old year 
old son and I worry every 
time he walks out that door, 
because of the stereotype,” 
said Rodriguez, whose son 
is a college student at More-
house College in Atlanta, 
Ga. “He looks like any other 
other kid from this neigh-
borhood and it is important 
to know what is going on in 
our community.”

In January, the NYPD 
announced it would be re-
evaluating its training pro-
gram and putting pilot pro-
grams into select precincts 
to address the rift in com-
munity relations since the 
death of Eric Garner from 
a chokehold by a NYPD of-
ficer in Staten Island, and 
the fatal shooting of Akai 
Gurley, who was shot in a 
stairwell in Brooklyn in No-
vember.  

Participants of the Fire Arms Tactical Section demonstration wore the NYPD police belt which includ-
ed a modified .99mm and a batton for the training software used by NYPD officers for training at the 
Greater Springfield Community Church in Jamaica on Feb. 23rd. Photo by Sadef Kully

Police train residents
like academy recruits
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BY TOM MOMBERG

 Transit advocates af-
filiated with the regional 
grassroots campaign, 
Move NY, have finalized 
a plan to place electronic 
tolls and license cameras 
on all bridges crossing the 
East River, and on 60th 
Street in Manhattan.

 If approved by city 
and state governments, 
the plan would introduce 
$8 cash tolls and $5.54 E-
ZPass tolls on the now free 
bridge crossings, and on 
every avenue crossing 60th 
Street. The plan simultane-
ously calls for a $1 to $2.50 
toll reduction on all other 
bridges into Manhattan.

 Supporters estimate 
the plan would generate 
an additional $1.125 billion 
in annual revenue, which 
could help fund upgrades 
to mass transit.

State Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) joined other elected 
officials and major Queens 
civic groups for a news con-
ference Sunday, expressing 
opposition to what’s being 
rebranded as a “toll swap.”

 “Let’s call it what it is. 
It’s nothing but a renewed 
congestion pricing initia-
tive,” the assemblyman 
said at the conference.

 Weprin said the plan 
would put a financial bur-
den on seniors who cannot 
easily ride the subway; mid-
dle-class commuters who 
do not have easy access to 

public transportation; and 
small business owners who 
must drive back and forth 
from Manhattan for pick-
ups and deliveries, perhaps 
passing along the expense 
to their customers. 

 “The Williamsburg, 
Manhattan and Brooklyn 
bridges have been free 
since they were built over 
100 years ago,” Weprin 
said. “Once there are tolls, 
they won’t be going any-
where and the prices will 
go up over time. There is 
no commitment from this 
plan that the other tolls 
being lowered won’t go up 

again.”
 The assemblyman said 

the “toll swap” is a regres-
sive tax and burdens his 
constituents. He said he 
would instead favor a pro-
gressive tax on commuters 
and a non-residential in-
come tax.

 “We in Queens pay 
our fair share. We pay in-
come and property taxes 
like everyone else, which 
in general support roads 
and transit,” Weprin said. 
“I think this plan is less 
about reducing congestion, 
and more about creating 
another revenue stream.”

 Weprin said that even 
if congestion were to be 
reduced, there would just 
be congestion elsewhere 
as a result. He said people 
would then drive to the res-
idential areas of Brooklyn 
to ride the subway, creat-
ing more traffic issues.

 City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) - his brother - stands 
on the opposite side of the 
“toll swap” debate. He said 
the 4 percent mass transit 
fare hikes, scheduled to 
go into effect this month, 
would not be necessary if 
such tolls were in place.

BY TOM MOMBERG

 Community Board 11 
shot down Windsor Oaks 
Tenants’ Corporation’s ap-
plication Monday night, 
which would amend a 1950 
variance and allow new 
construction to abut 77th 
Avenue residences in Oak-
land Gardens.

 The strip of land in ques-
tion is between Bell Boule-
vard and Springfield Bou-
levard across from the bike 
path.

Strong community and 
shareholder opposition was 
apparent during the commu-
nity board’s regular monthly 
meeting.  Many were against 
a site plan for a 5,000-square-
foot club house and 98 ad-
ditional parking spaces as 
well as to clear cutting a 
100-foot-wide section of trees 
that Windsor Oaks agreed to 
maintain as part of the origi-
nal variance.

 The tenants’ corporation 
secured a loan in 2011 to be 
able to provide additional 
amenities. The loan was just 
refinanced in its fourth and 
final year to build the club 
house.

 Only one of roughly two 

dozen board members voted 
in favor of the amendment, 
which had been previously 
denied by the Central/South 
Bayside Zoning Commit-
tee,  5-2. The two committee 
members who had previously 
voted in favor of the project 
flipped their votes during 
CB 11’s motion to approve the 
amendment. They said new 
information brought forward 
during Monday’s public hear-
ing had made them change 
their minds. 

Windsor Oaks may take 
the amendment directly to 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz next. Upon her 
review, the site plan may yet 
go in front of the city’s Board 
of Standards and Appeals. 
Representatives from Katz’ 
office attended both the com-
mittee and community board 
meetings. If a hearing takes 
place before the BSA, resi-
dents said they would con-
tinue to argue their case.

 Windsor Oaks President 
Ronald Kaye was prepared 
for overwhelming opposi-
tion, having said that such 
opposition would have arisen 
out of any similar project 
in any geographic location.
 

This strip of heavily wooded land off 77th Avenue in Windsor Oaks 
is being eyed for a parking lot.  Photo by Julie Weissman

For whom the traffi c tolls
Assemblyman Weprin raises voice to keep bridge crossing free

Assemblyman David Weprin (center), is flanked by (from l) Corey Bearak of Keep NYC Free; 
Harbachan Singh of the Holliswood Civic Assn.: Steve Barrison of the Small Business Congress NYC; 
and Bob Friedrich of Glen Oaks Village.   Photo by Zerline Alvarez

CB 11: No clubhouse
at Windsor Oaks site



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, M
AR. 8, 2015

7

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Flushing HS grads testify  in trial of al Qaeda operative 
BY MADINA TOURE

Two former Flushing High 
School students who pleaded 
guilty to plotting to bomb the 
city’s subway system back in 2010 
testified in the Brooklyn federal 
trial of an al Qaeda operative who 
was convicted this week for his 
role in an international terror-
ism scheme targeting the United 
States and Europe.

Following a two-week trial, 
Abid Naseer, 28, a Pakistani na-
tional who joined al Qaeda and 
plotted to commit a terrorist at-
tack in the United Kingdom, was 
found guilty by a jury in Brooklyn 
federal court Wednesday.  He was 
convicted of providing and con-
spiring to provide material sup-
port to al Qaeda and conspiring to 
use a destructive device, the U.S. 
attorney for the Eastern District 
in Brooklyn said.

Najibullah Zazi, the Flushing 
grad who was asked to testify in 
the trial, said that after he was 
trained on how to use explosives 
in Pakistan, he was directed by 
the same al Qaeda leader as Na-

seer, according to the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office. Zarein Ahmedzay, 
another one of the Flushing trio, 
also testified.  

In September 2008, al-Qaeda 
leaders in Pakistan recruited Zazi, 
Ahmedzay and Adis Medunjanin, 
three friends who met at Flushing 

High School, to conduct a suicide 
bombing attack in the city, federal 
prosecutors said. The al-Qaeda 
leaders communicated with Zazi 
about the plot through an al-Qae-
da facilitator named “Ahmad” in 
Peshawar, Pakistan. 

In early September 2009, after 
the three chose the city’s sub-
way system as their target, Zazi 
emailed “Ahmad” in Pakistan 
about ingredients for the main 
charge explosive, which included 
flour and oil. 

Zazi pleaded guilty to his 
role in the plot in February 2010. 
Ahmedzay, another Flushing High 

School student, pleaded guilty in 
April 2010. Medunjanin, a third 
Flushing High School friend who 
pleaded not guilty, was convicted 
after a trial in May 2012. All three 
are serving lengthy prison sen-
tences.

Trial evidence indicated that 
Naseer and his Pakistani accom-
plices had been dispatched by al 
Qaeda to Britain in 2006 to pre-
pare an attack there. Naseer and 
his co-conspirators went to Brit-
ain on student visas and dropped 
out of the university where they 
had enrolled.

Naseer returned to Peshawar 

in November 2009, at the same 
time that Zazi and his friends re-
ceived weapons and explosives 
training from al Qaeda. 

When he returned to the Unit-
ed Kingdom, he sent messages to 
the email “Ahmad” was using to 
communicate with the American-
based al Qaeda cell. 

Naseer used coded language to 
indicate different types of explo-
sives. In early April 2009, Naseer 
told “Ahmad” he was planning a 
big “wedding” and that “Ahmad” 
should be ready. 

During the two-week trial, Zazi 
testified that “Ahmad” told him to 
use the same code of “marriage” to 
refer to the planned attack on the 
city’s subway. He said he emailed 
“Ahmad,” saying that “the mar-
riage is ready” just before he drove 
to the city in early September 2009 
to conduct the attack. 

Naseer faces life in prison. 

Reach reporter Madina Toure 
by e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

NAJIBULLAH ZAZI 

Najibullah Zazi, the Flushing grad who was 
asked to testify in the trial, said that after 
he was trained on how to use explosives in 
Pakistan, he was directed by the same al 

Qaeda leader as Naseer.
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

An introduction of an 
amendment in the Right 
of Way law, supported 
by Queens city council 
members, has pedestrian 
advocates and transport 
union members up in arms 
against each other.

The amendment calls 
for city bus operators to be 
exempt from the current 
failure-to-yield law, which 
is a misdemeanor when 
a pedestrian has been in-
jured or killed in an inci-
dent. Drivers can expect to 
face 30 days in prison and/
or a fines of over $250. The 
failure-to-yield law is part 
of the many laws that came 
into place after Mayor di 
Blasio’s Vision Zero city-
wide initiative. 

The amendment to the 
bill is supported by the fol-
lowing Queens city council 
members I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St.Albans), Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton), 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Glen-

dale), Ruben Wills (D-South 
Ozone Park) and Eric Ul-
rich (D-Ozone Park).  

“The new Failure to 
Yield law is a vital tool in 
our efforts to protect pedes-
trians and make our streets 

safer. We will work with our 
partners at the MTA and 
push for the training and 
support drivers need to do 
their jobs safely, and we are 
looking closely at changes 
we can make on our streets 

to prevent crashes between 
buses and pedestrians,” 
said Wiley Norvell, press 
secretary from the mayor’s 
office. 

The Transport Work-
ers Union Local 100 has 
supported the amendment, 
arguing that criminalizing 
an accident is futile when 
the MTA has investiga-
tion protocols following a 
accident. Since the failure 
to yield law passed six bus 
drivers have been arrested. 

“This policy is not only 
unjust and inhumane, but 
it is also duplicative,” said 
John Samuelson, presi-
dent of Transport Workers 
Union Local 100, in a state-
ment. 

Street safety advocacy 
groups like Make Queens 
Safer strongly oppose the 
exemption of bus operators 
from the failure to yield law 
because of fruitless MTA 
investigations.    

“The MTA investiga-
tions are not reliable; take 
Seth Kahn’s case, a pedes-

trian killed by a bus driver,” 
said Cristina Furlong, from 
Make Queens Safer.  “That 
bus driver had been taken 
off his route in the past. It 
was [the driver’s] first day 
back on the job - nothing 
happened to him. There 
are too many cases where 
no one is accountable. This 
shows that the NYPD needs 
to be more involved.”

 City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller, a former 
MTA bus operator and 
union member, introduced 
the bill and shares the same 
concerns as the Transport 
Workers Union Local 100. 

“Ultimately, attempts on 
both sides are for better and 
safer streets. If somone gets 
injured, or even worse, it’s 
a fatal accident. That’s the 
end, that bus driver doesnt 
get behind the wheel. The 
NYPD highway investiga-
tion team is much more 
qualified to lead a bus acci-
dent compared to a regular 
NYPD officer who doesn’t 
have the training for these 

kinds of accidents,” said 
Miller, who has trained in 
bus accident investigation. 
“We cannot create an envi-
ronment where bus drivers 
are scared to do their job.”

But his appeal on per-
spective is astigmatic for 
grieving mothers like Ju-
dith Kottick, who lost her 
23-year-old daughter Ella 
Kottick-Bandes in a tragic 
bus accident in Ridgewood 
in 2013. 

“Yes it is unpleasant to 
be arrested, but it is much, 
much more unpleasant to 
lose someone you love. Our 
family is devastated, we are 
not going to be the same. 
That driver, he is gonna 
have a normal life. He gets 
to move on from this. They 
are professional drivers and 
they should be given the 
tools needed to do their jobs 
better,” said Kottick. 

The failure to yield came 
into law as part of Mayor di 
Blasio’s Vision Zero initia-
tive to curtail pedestrian 
accidents. 

Bus drivers want to be let off Vision Zero law

Six City Council members from Queens are supporting an amend-
ment to the failure-to yield law that exempts city bus drivers. 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

249-11 Northern Blvd. | Little Neck, New York | (718) 428–8800
www.ContisRestaurant.com | Valet Parking | Open 6 Days (Closed Tuesday) 

APPETIZER
Soup of the Day or Salad

YOUR CHOICE OF ENTREE
Gnocchi alla Conti

Homemade potato dumplings with zucchini, roasted red 
peppers, and prosciutto in a light cream sauce

Pappardelle Porcini
Homemade pappardelle pasta with a porcini mushroom sauce, 

topped with shaved parmesan cheese and white truffl e oil
Chicken Scarpariello

With onions, peppers, rosemary and white wine
Add sausage $2.00

Red Snapper Martini
Filet of red snapper encrusted in a parmiggiano crust 

served over a bed of spinach
Arrosto D’Anatra

Roasted Long Island duck with a rich Gran Marnier sauce

YOUR CHOICE OF DESSERT
(Includes American coffee or tea)

*Cannot be combined with any other discounted offer

30% OFF
ALL WINE BOTTLES

Mon. | Wed. | Thurs.

MON. & THURS. 

LIVE MUSIC

WED. NIGHT 

UNLIMITED 
PASTA 

Choice of 3 Homemade 
Pasta Dishes 

(Includes Salad)

RISTORANTE

PRIX FIX MENU
$2795* pp + tax & gratuity | Mon. to Thurs. 5 to 7 p.m.

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Although the first phase 

of the long-delayed Linden 
Place construction proj-
ect in College Point is ex-
pected to open to the public 
this spring, residents and 
community leaders are up 
in arms about the project 
delays. 

Joseph Femenia, presi-
dent of the College Point 
Civic and Taxpayers As-
sociation, said he does 
not understand why it has 
taken so long for the proj-
ect to come to fruition.  It is 
designed to reroute traffic 
in the area.

He said the city has 
made a number of promises 
to College Point in addition 
to the Linden Place proj-
ect, including the marine 
transfer station, the police 
academy and a special zon-
ing district, but it has yet 
to deliver.

“Nobody’s keeping their 
promises to College Point,” 
Femenia said. 

Reconstruction of Lin-
den Place started in the 
spring of 2009 and was ex-
pected to be completed in 
the fall. 

The first phase of the 
project, between 28th Av-
enue to 23rd Avenue, is 
nearing completion and is 
expected to open to the pub-
lic this spring, according to 
an EDC spokesman. This is 
expected to provide direct 
access to the Whitestone 
Expressway and alleviate 
traffic flow within the Col-
lege Point Corporate Park. 

But the second phase, 
which covers 132nd Street 
from 23rd Avenue to 20th 
Avenue, will start this 
spring, the spokesman 
said. This would connect 
20th Avenue and Linden 
Place and help alleviate 
traffic. 

Work on the second 
phase requires the con-
struction of a surcharge, 
which has to settle, he add-
ed. It also needs to pass a 
review process before con-
struction of the roadway 
can begin.

The EDC spokesman 
said constructing a brand 
new roadway alongside a 
wetland is a complicated 
process that would require 
extensive mediation and 
new surcharge work.

But he said the new road-
way would help connect the 
current College Point Cor-
porate Park roadways in a 
way that will alleviate traf-
fic congestion. 

Barbara McHugh, vice 
president of the College 
Point Civic and Taxpayers 

Association, said Ulmer 
Street is one of the major 
problem areas. 

The street has a hump 
in the middle of the road, 
she said.

“Ulmer Street is in dis-
array,” McHugh said. “It 
needs to be reconstructed, 
reconditioned.”

McHugh said the project 
needs to be done to improve 
the traffic in the area.

‘We really need it done 
because we have a lot of 
truck traffic going through 
the roads,” she said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

First section completed
on Linden Place work

Residents and community leaders are up in arms about delays in 
the Linden Place construction project. Photo courtesy of NYS DOT

FOR MORE HYPER-LOCAL NEWS VISIT US 
AT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

A C-Town supermarket in As-
toria will soon be shutting down 
only to come back once a new five-
story building is built. 

Permits were filed with the 
city Department of Buildings 
Feb. 17 to knock down the current 
supermarket, located at 29-02 
Broadway, and build a five-floor 
residential apartment complex, 
whose ground floor will have 
room for two retail chains.

Construction will take advan-
tage of the square footage which 
is currently not being utilized. 
The new building will use most 
of the lot’s space, which is around 
16,000 square feet. The five-story 
apartment building will include 
two ground floor retail spaces, 
one to be used for a new and im-
proved C-Town, according to the 
current owner.

Shoppers aren’t too thrilled 
with the news that the supermar-
ket will soon close. Located near 
the N/R Broadway subway line, 
it has been a convenient staple in 
the Astoria neighborhood for the 
last 40 years. 

Lolita Sarmiento, 77, who re-
cently moved to Manhattan, said 
“It’s already nice as it is. I don’t 

see why they have to knock it 
down and rebuild it. I don’t think 
the change is a good idea, I lived 

in this neighborhood for 30 years 
before moving to Manhattan and 
I always shopped here.  Whenever 

I’m around I still come by. I’ll be 
sad to see it go.”

Shoppers will now look to 
other alternatives for their gro-
ceries. 

Jill Graham, 49, said,  “I will 
now have to shop at the Trade 
Fair supermarket a few blocks 
down. I would be for the renova-
tion if it was affordable housing, 
but I doubt it will be.  That’s  what 
this neighborhood and its people 
need.”

The four floors of apartments 
will include 20 units on the sec-
ond floor, 23 on the third, 15 on 
the fourth and 6 apartments on 
the penthouse level. The average 
apartment size will be around 700 
square feet. There will also be a 
minimum of 32 parking spaces.

There is no set date for the clos-
ing of the C-Town or beginning of 
construction. Joseph Friedman, 
of Jestam Realty LLC, is listed as 
the developer and Aufgang Archi-
tects have been selected to design 
the building.

According to the application 
filed with the Department of 
Buildings, the estimated cost will 
be $10 million. 

 

 

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT
STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

The C-Town supermarket on Broadway and 29th Street in Astoria is about to close to make way for a five-story apartment 
house, acording to official records. Google Earth

Astoria’s C-Town to become housing complex
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CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY

Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Beth Elohim Summer Day Camp
274 Garfi eld Pl., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-3814
congregationbethelohim.org/camp

Brooklyn Urban Garden School
500 19th St., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-280-9556
www.bugsbrooklyn.org

Construction Kids
718-522-2902
www.constructionkids.com

FasTracKids
www.ftkny.com

Kane Street Synagogue
235 Kane St., Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-875-1550
www.kanestreet.org

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-351-6200
www.millbasindaycamp.com

Park Slope Day Camp
694 5th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-788-7732
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

PAC Camps
1500 Paerdegat Ave. North, Brooklyn, NY 11236
718-209-1010 x159
www.pacplex.com

Piper Theatre Workshops
718-768-3195
www.pipertheatre.org

Shorefront YM-YWHA
3300 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-646-1444
www.shorefronty.org

Ume Ume Music + Arts
319 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
718-768-0800
www.umeumearts.com

White Bird Productions
Creative Theatrics
718-398-3658
www.whitebirdproductions.org

Xaverian Sports Camps
718-836-7100 x118
www.xaverian.org

Asphalt Green
555 East 90th Street
New York, NY 10128
646-981-2261
www.asphaltgreen.org

Construction Kids
718-522-2902
www.constructionkids.com

Surprise Lake
307 7th Avenue 
New York, NY 10001
212-924-3131
www.surpriselake.org

FasTracKids
www.ftkny.com

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Road
Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100
www.luhisummercamps.org

Camp Ramaquois
30 Mountain Road 
Pomona, NY 10970
845-354-1600

Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Breezy Point Surf Club                                    
718-634-2500
www.nybreezypoint.com

Christ the King Summer Camp                                    
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379
www.christtheking.com

The Kew Forest School                                    
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY  11375
718-268-4667 x108
www.kewforest.org

Queens Zoo                                    
800-433-4149
www.wcs.org/summer-camps

Samuel Field Y Day Camp                                    
718-225-6750  x261 or x264
www.sfysummercamps.org

Silver Gull Beach Club                                    
718-634-1500
www.nysilvergull.com
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Lewandowski to say, “We 
realized just how impor-
tant the Pavilion is to the 
public.”

Last month, Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
made restoration of the Pa-
vilion a centerpiece of her 
State of the Borough Ad-
dress.

“Bringing back these 
structures is a high priority 
for her,” Herrera said. “She 
thinks it’s important for 
the borough and important 
for the city. This test went 
so well she’s even more in-
terested in the project and 
wants it to go forward.”

Stabilizing the Pavilion 
as a monument is expected 
to cost over $43 million, 
without allowing public 
access. A complete restora-
tion that would rebuild the 
stairs and elevators and al-
low visitors to return to the 
observation decks would 
cost $52 million. 

“The hope is that light-
ing the towers will raise 
awareness and help raise 
more funding for further 
restoration,” Herrera said. 

Matthew Silva, co-found-
er of People for the Pavilion, 
a non-profit advocacy orga-
nization, called Friday’s de-

velopment “exciting” and 
feels momentum growing 
for the restoration project. 
Silva has just completed 
a documentary film, two 
years in the making, called 
“Modern Ruin: A World’s 
Fair Pavilion.”

The film explores the vi-
brant history of the struc-
ture through interviews 
with historians, architects 
and fairgoers and is expect-
ed to make its debut screen-
ings around the borough 
this spring.

On Saturday, author 
Christian Kellberg  is 
scheduled to have a lec-
ture and book signing for 
his photo book about the 
New York State Pavilion. 
“The book covers the his-
tory from construction to 
where it is today,” Kellberg 

said. “Fortunately, it’s still 
standing after all these 
decades without mainte-
nance.” 

Kellberg grew up in 
Flushing and spends time 
volunteering with the Pa-
vilion Paint Crew even 
though he is currently liv-
ing in Washington, D.C. 
His lecture and book sign-
ing will take place March 
7 at the Queens Historical 
Society, 143-35 37th Ave. in 
Flushing, at 2:30 p.m.

“The book has 160 pho-
tographs,” Kellberg said. 
“And a chapter dedicated 
to all the pop artists who 
showed their work on the 
Pavilion’s walls, people like 
Andy Warhol, Roy Lichten-
stein and Ellsworth Kelly. 
That structure has some 
history.”

The assembly also 
marked the one-week an-
niversary of Katy Monte re-
ceiving her second double 
lung transplant. 

“We took the opportuni-
ty to combine what we try 
to teach students on a daily 
basis anyway about ser-
vice and brotherhood and 
being connected and use 
that as the vehicle to really 
do something positive for 
the family of an alum and 
someone local in town who 
is kind of out of options,” 
Botero said. 

Katy was diagnosed 
with cystic fibrosis when 
she was 13 months old. 

In 2011, she had a double 
lung transplant. She went 
into chronic rejection a few 
years later and remained 
in the hospital until she 
received her second double 
lung transplant Feb. 19. She 

is still in the hospital. 
Katy’s friend from Flori-

da told her that people were 
wishing her well and Katy 
said that people’s wishes 
gave her extra “oomph” 
to keep fighting, which 
sparked the creation of the 
hashtag #OomphforKaty. 

The social media cam-
paign has gone viral, with 
strangers including celeb-
rities, posting photos and 
messages on Instagram, 
Twitter and Facebook. The 
Facebook page currently 
has more than 11,000 fol-
lowers. 

But Joe Monte said the 
real goal behind the cam-
paign is to raise awareness 
about organ donation.

“We just want to get the 
message across about how 
important organ donation 
is,” he said. 

Students in his studio 
art class also designed 
hand-drawn letters posted 
on the Internet to express 
solidarity with Joe Monte 
as a graduate of the school. 

The letters put together 
spell out #OomphforKaty.

Holy Cross senior An-
thony Salazar, 17, said 
when he and his classmates 
discovered the project in-
volved raising awareness 
about organ donation, they 
became even more motivat-
ed to put it together nicely.

“All of us put in that 
much more effort,” Salazer 
said. “We weren’t just doing 
it for a grade. We were do-
ing it because we wanted to 
do it for the cause.”

Another senior, Bran-
don Nascimento, 17, who 
attended the assembly, 
said Katy Monte’s situa-
tion opened his eyes to the 
challenges that individuals 
with her condition face in 
getting organ donations. 

“It’s just really an eye-
opening situation for this 
lady and she’s really in my 
prayers a lot,” Nascimento 
said. “I just really hope for 
the best for her.”

Continued from Page 1 

Pavilion

Continued from Page 1 

Oomph

The view of the Tent of Tomorrow is seen from the tower. 
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BY BILL PARRY

The City Council Transpor-
tation Committee held hearings 
Tuesday on truck traffic and its 
impact on pedestrian and cyclist 
safety. The Department of Trans-
portation data shows that trucks 
are three times more likely to be 
involved in the death of a pedes-
trian than any other vehicle.

“Too many cyclists and pe-
destrians fall victim to speeding 
and unsafe trucks in our city,” 
Committee Chairman Ydanis 
Rodriguez (D-Manhattan) said. 
“Through truck side-guards on 
the city fleet will undoubtedly 
increase the safety on our streets, 
we must ensure that the Council 
and the Department of Transpor-
tation is armed with information 
it needs to better strategize as to 
making our streets even safer.”

A delegation from the DOT at-
tended with Deputy Commissioner 
for Transportation Planning and 
Management Ryan Russo saying, 
“The Mayor’s leadership, and all of 
our combined efforts, have begun 
to change the way New Yorkers 
think and act on our streets. Sup-

port for this program continues to 
grow across the city, and our part-
nership with the Council is pursu-
ing this bold vision is a key piece 
in furthering our progress.”

The Transportation Commit-
tee heard two pieces of legisla-
tion intended to make New York’s 
truck system more efficient and 
safe. INT 315, introduced by Coun-

cilman Paul Vallone (D-Bayside), 
is aimed at curbing the illegal 
truck traffic that plague his and 
many other districts. Trucks are 
generally not allowed to use non-
designated routes, but many do 
use residential streets to speed 
up routes knowing that the NYPD 
will often not issue violations for 
lack of DOT signage.

“Enough is enough. It’s time 
for the DOT’s policy to be changed 
to reflect the true quality-of-life 
concerns of our constituents,” 
Vallone said. “Unfortunately, in 
an attempt to beautify the neigh-
borhood by avoiding negative 
signage, you end up instead with 
trucks and tractor trailers plow-
ing down residential streets, pol-
luting with fumes and noise and 
endangering residents.” 

The DOT would be required to 
compile a list of the top ten blocks 
within each community district 
in which the greatest number of 
truck drivers did not obey truck 
route designation. The agency 
will then be required to post signs 
stating “No Trucks Except Local 
Deliveries” on these blocks.

“The bottom line is that des-
ignated truck routes were estab-
lished for a reason, and we need 
to ensure that the NYPD is able to 
enforce these restrictions,” Val-
lone said.

Another bill, INT 641, was in-
troduced that would require the 
DOT to conduct a study every five 
years on the safety of pedestrians 
and cyclists on truck routes. This 

study will include information re-
garding the impact of tolling on 
congestion, the number of crashes 
involving pedestrians and bi-
cyclists, the number of charges 
brought against individuals in-
volved in those crashes, the type 
and amount of calming measures 
installed, and strategies as to 
how to improve safety along these 
routes.

“A comprehensive analysis by 
the Department of Transportation 
of our city’s truck routes will help 
protects lives,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) said. “Intro 641 strengthens 
our City’s Vision Zero initiative by 
improving traffic safety for pedes-
trians and cyclists along our city’s 
truck routes. By using the data we 
receive through these comprehen-
sive studies we can enhance our 
city’s transportation network and 
minimize disruptive truck traffic 
through our residential neighbor-
hoods.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

The City Council's Transportation Committee holds hearings on truck traffic as 
part of the Vision Zero Initiative.

City Council holds hearings on truck safety
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was found guilty in July.  
Smith and Tabone went on 
trial in January on charg-
es of bribery and fraud and 
were convicted after a five-
week trial. 

Halloran played the li-
aison between Smith and 
Tabone in the bribery 
scheme to get Smith the 
Republican nomination 
for the 2013 mayoral race.  
In exchange Halloran ac-
cepted almost $25,000 in 
bribes and also promised 
to reallocate $80,000 from 
public funding to bribe 
other players. 

Edelstein, Halloran’s 
defense attorney, contended 
the penalty and fines Hal-
loran was facing should be 
lessened because he did not 
know he was committing a 
crime by accepting a bribe, 
which Halloran viewed as a 
political consultant fee. 

Karas disregarded the 
argument due to hours of 
video and audio evidence 
that showed Halloran well 
aware of his position he 
was playing in the maneu-
ver to get Smith, a former 

Democratic majority leader 
in Albany, a spot on the Re-
publican ticket. 

Edelstein even tried 
arguing that this was the 
test case for a Wilson-
Pakula certificate, a way 
to run for office on another 
party line, and Halloran 
should not be punished 
harshly because the legal-
ity of the Wilson-Pakula is 

“a gray area.” Towards the 
end, Edelstein fell back on 
Halloran’s years of public 
service, which included 
his experience as an Eagle 
Scout, to try to gain sym-
pathy from the court. 

“He lied and lied, for five 
days, it was troublesome 
and offensive,” Karas said 
before he announced the 
sentence. “Public officials 

need to understand that 
they cannot take bribes.”

The  judge said the 
121-month sentence was 
well below recommended 
guidelines.

Throughout the hear-
ing, Halloran sat with 
his hands folded over his 
mouth at the defense table 
next to his lawyer.

Continued from Page 1 

Halloran
and include a 25-story ho-
tel, residential apartments 
and plenty of retail space.

 Queens, a borough of 
2.2 million, does not have a 
convention center.

 Fleet Financial Group 
has modified its plans con-
siderably. Instead of the La-
Guardia Convention Cen-
ter, the company will build 
The Eastern Emerald Hotel 
at 112-21 Northern Blvd. 
across the Grand Central 
Parkway from Citi Field.

““The reason we scaled 
down is because we are 
trying to take more con-
sideration about the exist-
ing traffic conditions in 
the area,” Fleet Financial 
Group President Richard 
Xia said. “It’s no longer a 
convention center, but a 
conference hotel that will 
still take advantage of the 
proximity to LaGuardia 
Airport and all the high-
ways in the area.”

Xia could not go into any 
great detail on the specifics 
of The Eastern Emerald 
Hotel because “the project 
is still in its early design 

phase” and he did not have 
a timeline. “Right now 
we’re doing an environ-
mental cleanup, contami-
nated soil remediation, and 
then we’ll go forward with 
the land use process.”

A conference hotel 
would serve the Asian busi-
ness community in Flush-
ing, but Xia has his eyes on 
an annual event that brings 
nearly a million visitors to 
the area each year. 

“The US Open is huge 
and you have all these cor-
porate sponsors who have 
no place large enough to 
suit their clients,” he said.

Xia is also counting on 
other business from the $3 
billion mega-mall and hous-
ing complex that is planned 
for Willets Point.

“It’s a very viable spot 
for a conference hotel be-
cause there is so much go-
ing on around that area,” 
Rob MacKay of the Queens 
Economic Development 
Corporation said. “But I’ll 
admit I’m disappointed 
that it won’t be a conven-
tion center because there’s 
tremendous potential there 
to offer a modern facility 
so close to the airports. It 
could’ve been so much bet-

Continued from Page 1 

Convention

Former city councilman Dan Halloran (r) and his lawyer leave the courthouse in Westchester after 
sentencing for his role in a bribery scheme. Photo by Sadef Kully
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