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Former U.S. Rep. Bob Turn-

er is expected to be named the 
new chairman of the Queens 
Republican Party, according 
to a spokesman for the state 
Republican Committee. 

Roughly two-thirds of 
state committee members in 
Queens sent a letter dated Feb. 
11 to state committee Chair-
man Ed Cox asking him to 
recognize Turner as the new 
chairman of the Queens GOP, 
said the spokesman said, who 
asked not to be identified.

Turner, 73, attended Rich-
mond Hill HS and St. John’s 
University. He served in the 
U.S. Army in the 1960s and 
worked as a media executive 
before he won a special elec-
tion to fill the seat of former 
U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner, who 
represented parts of Brooklyn 
and Queens, in 2011 — a posi-
tion he held until 2013 when 
the seat was eliminated by re-
districting.  

Cox was scheduled to meet 
with the state committee mem-
bers this Thursday and based 
on the results of the meeting, 
they were planning a rally at 
the American Legion Hall, 
Post 1424 at 107-15 Metropoli-
tan Ave. in Forest Hills at 7 

Village BID plans 
research before 
building garage

BY TOM MOMBERG

 The Bayside Village Busi-
ness Improvement District has 
officially contracted with HB 
Engineering to begin moving 
forward on a parking study in 
Bayside and on Bell Boulevard 
this month.

 City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) set aside 
$20,000 in discretionary funds 
for a parking study last year. 
The plan was to conduct a fea-
sibility study before building a 
multilevel parking structure 
to expand the current city De-
partment of Transportation 
municipal lot on 214th Place 
and 41st Avenue.

 The money will now in-
stead fund a parking study 
that takes a more inclusive 
look at the whole village, to 
help propose both possible 
short-term and long-term solu-
tions to parking problems. 

 A lack of parking avail-
ability is something which 
residents and business own-
ers have identified as the most 
significant issue facing Bay-
side. Commuters drive in and 
park on residential streets to 
take the Long Island Railroad. 
Others working or shopping 
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Rep. Grace Ming (c.) brings the Korean ambassador to the United States, Ahn Ho-Young (l.), to Queens 
College to "show off my district," as she put it. The meet-and-greet for Korean business leaders 
came a  week after Ahn's counterpart, U.S. Ambassador to Korea Mark Lippert, was slashed by a 
knife-wielding extremist in Seoul.   Photo by Michael Shain

Queens GOP 
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as chairman   

Bayside parking study begins
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BY TOM MOMBERG

 BAYSIDE — Officers of 
the 111th Precinct arrested a 
College Point man suspected 
of raping a Bayside massage 
therapist at gunpoint, the 
Queens district attorney said.

 Police sources initially 
said the action took place in 
a Little Neck spa, but the DA 
clarified that the business lo-
cation was in Bayside.

 A heavyset man arrived for 
his 7:30 a.m. appointment Feb. 
21 at an unlicensed Northern 

Boulevard massage parlor and 
allegedly attacked a 42-year-
old employee, pushing her into 
a back room where he physi-
cally removed the woman’s 
pants, made her lay down on a 
massage table and forced her 
to commit sex acts at gunpoint, 
according to the DA.

 “The allegations in this 
case are very disturbing,” said 
DA Attorney Richard Brown. 
“The defendant is accused of 
entering the business, display-
ing what appeared to be a fire-
arm and forcing various sex 

acts on the victim. The defen-
dant is now facing a lengthy 
prison term.”

 Luis Jessup, 37, was ar-
rested March 4 and is being 
charged with sexual assault, 
rape, menacing and criminal 
possession of a weapon in con-
nection with the incident, po-
lice said. 

 The defendant faces a sen-
tence of up to 25 years in pris-
on if found guilty.

 Jessup was arraigned in 
Queens Criminal court March 
5, during which his bail was 

set at $50,000. The DA said he 
did not post bail.

 His next court appearance 
was scheduled for March 20.
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BY TOM MOMBERG
 
 The state Department of 

Environmental Conservation 
released a revised mute swan 
management plan for public 
comment on Monday, after 
taking into consideration an 
array of public comments left 
on the first draft in January. 

 The initial draft plan was 
created after New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo vetoed a bill 
introduced by Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) that would have 
placed a two-year moratorium 
on a statewide DEC plan to 
eliminate over 2,000 mute 
swans.

 Rather than protecting 
the feral populations of swans 
that migrate to waterways in 
Jamaica Bay, Little Neck Bay 
and Howard Beach, the gover-
nor kept the bill from disman-
tling DEC’s goal to eradicate 
the birds by year 2025.

 The mute swan is not na-
tive to North America and is 
considered an invasive species 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. The species of swan is 
native to Europe and parts of 
Asia, and was brought to West-
ern Hemisphere to beautify es-
tates in the 19th century. 

 Since then, feral popula-
tions of mute swans have been 
competing with native wildlife 
for nesting areas and aquatic 
plant life. Downstate popu-
lations have grown fourfold 
since the 1970s.

 Some territorial swans 
have also been found to be ag-
gressive toward humans and 
small children.

By considering concerns of 
environmental groups and an-
imal rights activists in reduc-
ing populations, DEC Commis-
sioner Joe Martens is hoping a 
revised management plan can 

appeal to all sides of the issue, 
while still attempting to reach 
the department’s 2025 goal.

 “Wildlife management can 
present challenges in trying 
to balance conflicting inter-
ests, such as when a beauti-
ful bird has undesirable im-
pacts,” Martens said in a press 
release.  “This revised plan 
remains committed to mini-
mizing the impacts of mute 
swans on wildlife dependent 
on wetlands for their habitats, 
while being sensitive to public 
concerns about how and where 
that is accomplished.” 

 The new draft plan con-
tains a revised goal focused on 
minimizing the impact of the 
mute swan population as an 
invasive species rather than 
eradication. It also contains a 
new regional approach in man-
aging populations between up-
state and downstate New York, 
permits municipalities to keep 
swans in parks as long as spe-
cific conditions are met, em-
ploys non-lethal sterilization 
techniques such as egg oiling 
and placing swans with people 
licensed by the DEC, and more 
concisely identifies detrimen-
tal impacts of mute swans on 
the environment.

 Avella said he immediately 
reached out to animal rights 
groups to consult them about 
the changes in the plan once 
they were released, but has yet 
to accept the plan.

 “While I am glad that DEC 
has revisited its original in-
humane plan to completely 
rid New York of more than 
2,000 of these innocent birds, a 
complete review of the details 
in the updated plan will ulti-
mately reveal whether more 
changes are needed,” he said. 
“The revised plan is the first 
step toward a better solution 

for mute swan management, 
but it may not be enough.”

 State Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Ozone Park) rep-
resents the Jamaica Bay area 
of Queens, and previously 
spoke against DEC’s earlier 
proposals to reduce the bird 
populations. He conceded that 
sometimes animal populations 
must be managed.

 “I am pleased that DEC has 
listened to concerns raised by 
local families about the mute 
swans and offered a compro-
mise,” Goldfeder said. “This 
plan balances the need for pro-
tecting vulnerable wild habi-
tats, while still allowing these 
beautiful animals to continue 
to stay in the urban parks and 
gardens where they’ve lived 
for decades.”

 Details of the revised mute 
swan management plan can 
be found online at www.dec.
ny.gov/animals/7076.html. 
Public comments may be sub-
mitted on the DEC website or 
by mail, the deadline for which 
is April 24.

 Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Luis Jessup, 37, is caught on security footage at a Bayside salon, accord-
ing to police.

The state Department of Environmental Conservation seeks public input 
on mute swan management plan.

College Point man arrested in Bayside spa rape: NYPD

DEC revises mute swan control plan
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BY: GINA MARTINEZ

The Robert Mann Dance 
Centre, a staple in the Bayside 
community, is celebrating 
its 50 year anniversary this 
Spring. 

Before setting up location 
on 214- 10 41st st. in Bayside, 
the dance center was in two 
previous Queens locations. In 
Bay Terrace and on 46th St. 

Mann said “The Bayside 
Community has been very 
supportive of the dance cen-
ter over the past 50 years. We 
started at 45-59 Bell Boule-
vard, In a single room studio 
with a smal reception and 
dressing room area. Within 
the first 5 years we needed 
more room and unfortunately 
there wasnt any available so 
we moved to the Bay Terrace 
Shopping Center for the next 
5 years. Then finally in 1975 I 
was offered a partnership in 
Fercala Corp. by my attorney, 
Gerald Goldfedder, who owns 
the building of our centers 
home on 41st Ave for the past 
40 years.”

Mann himself has been a 
dancer since he was 8 years 
old. He began his professional 
dance career in his teens and 
then decided to teach. He was 
certified by the Dance Masters 
of America Inc., the oldest and 
largest dance teacher organi-
zations in the United States. 
He has served as President of 
Dance Masters of America and 
the local New York City chap-
ter as well. He is currently 
serving as the National Execu-
tive Secretary. 

Tony Mansker, an instruc-
tor at the centre for 2 years, 
speaks about what drew him 
to the centre. He said “Robert 
is such a huge name in the 
dance community, I came here 
because I knew it would be an 
honor to work for him.”

Mansker’s dance class fea-
tures around twenty five pre 
teens dancing musical theater 
style dance to “The nicest kids 
in town” from the broadway 
hit “Hairspray” Their routine 
included front flips and shim-
mys as well as bell kicks. Man-
sker required students to re-

peat missed steps and gave out 
constructive critisism until 
the routine was perfected. He 
said “Other than working for 
Mann my favorite part is obvi-
ously the students. There are a 
lot of talented young competi-
tors at this centre. I want to 
bring out the best in them.” 

The centers greatest ac-
complishment has been the 
students themselves. Many of 
the centres students have been 

accepted into dance programs 
in professional schools such 
as LaGuardia High School of 
Performing Arts, Frank Sina-
tra High School of Performing 
Arts, Fordham University, 
and the famed Julliard School 
among many others. 

Mann said “We pride our-
selves on the accomplishments 
of our faculty and students. 
Our faculty has won many 
accolades for their dance 

teaching and choreography. 
Our students have won many 
national and regional titles, 
competitors and scholarships 
to colleges around the coun-
try.” he continued “Many of 
our dancers can also be seen 
in every venue of dance or in 
their own dance studios using 
the strong dance foundation of 
the love of dance developed at  
our centre.”

The 50 year anniversary 
celebration will be held in 
Queensboro Community Col-
lege this Memorial Day week-
end. It will feature perfor-
mances from current students 
and will celebrate the center 
and owner Mann himself. 
As far as plans for the future 
Mann is optimistic “The Cen-
tre will continue to stick to the 
original promises made over 
50 years ago, to provide the 
best, quality of dance educa-
tion possible to the greatest 
number of students. Hopefully 
we will see our 4th and 5th 
generation of students attend-
ing classes.”

Dance instructor Tony Mansker puts his class through its paces, pretty 
much the same way its been done for the last five decades at Bayside's 
Robert Mann Dance Centre.   Photo by Michael Shain

Robert Mann Dance Studio marks gold milestone
Generations of Queens dancers have learned varied routines at the Bayside institution
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We Welcome Back 
All New York City 
District Council 
Of Carpenters!

The Global War on Morris
Reading / Book Signing

Saturday, March 14th, 2PM
23-80 Bell Boulevard
Bayside (718) 224-1083

This satirical debut novel from the 
New York congressman follows a 
Long Island pharmaceutical salesman 
whose life is upended when a 
momentary lapse in judgment lands 
him on the U.S. government’s 
terrorist watchlist.

Get more info and get to know your favorite writers at  BN.COM/events
All events subject to change, so please contact the store to confirm.
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BY MADINA TOURE

Lawmakers and cultural groups 
have expressed their disappointment 
over the absence of a Lunar New Year 
holiday on next year’s calendar after 
Mayor Bill de Blasio recognized two 
Eid holidays. 

Last week, de Blasio and City 
Schools Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
announced that the city would become 
the largest school district in the coun-
try to observe Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-
Adha as holidays on the official school 
calendar.

Starting in the 2015-2016 school 
year, schools will close Sept. 24 for Eid 
al-Adha. Eid al-Fitr.  The following year 
Eid will take place over the summer in 
2016 and will be a designated holiday 
for those attending summer school.

The recognition of the two Muslim 
holidays has been praised overall, with 
frustration seemingly centered more 
on the absence of Lunar New Year on 
the school calendar. 

“This is a significant matter to me, 
many of my constituents and my col-
leagues. Someone needs to explain to 
us why this hasn’t happened, despite 
being led to believe it would,” City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
said in a statement.

A group of 12 congressional law-
makers wrote a letter to de Blasio 
dated March 9 decrying the holiday’s 
absence on the calendar. 

The letter’s signatories included 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) and U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica). 

“We are happy to work with you to 
resolve any outstanding barriers to 
implementing an Asian Lunar New 
Year school holiday for the 2016-2017 
New York City Department of Educa-
tion school holiday calendar,” the con-
gressional lawmakers wrote. 

Out of the 2.2 million residents in 
Queens County, 24 percent are Asian, 
according to the 2010 U.S. Census. In 
Flushing alone, 57 percent of residents 
are Asian. 

Christine Colligan, co-president of 
the Korean American Parents Asso-
ciation of New York, congratulated the 
Muslim community but said de Blasio 
faltered on his promise to make Lunar 
New Year a school holiday.

The Asian community has been try-
ing to get Lunar New Year to be recog-
nized as a school holiday for the last 20 
years, Colligan said.

“What is the reason for excluding?,” 
she said. “Is the mayor lying or is he 
going to be acting just like Bloomberg, 
who’s been not listening to the request 
of the Asian community. This is the 

city that has a great diversity and va-
riety of culture.”

De Blasio said he would continue 
to work with City Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Farina on getting Lunar New 
Year recognized as a school holiday. 

“What we’ve found in this process 
is that we are in a very tight situation, 
as I said, with the number of days that 
we have to achieve each year, so it’s go-
ing to take more work to get to that,” he 
said. “We remain focused on it, but it 
will take more work, because we have 
to balance a lot of factors.”

Wiley Norvell, a spokesman for the 
mayor’s office, stressed the issues are  
merely logistical, noting the Eid holi-
day took time to create.

Under state law, schools are re-
quired to meet 180 days of instruction 
between September and June each 
school year, with about 15 holidays 
falling within the school year, he said. 
They have to add or subtract days to 
the school calendar based on when 
floating holidays fall, he explained. 

In December, a law sponsored 
by state Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-
Flushing) and co-sponsored by state 
Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
requiring school boards to consider 
closing schools on a day when many 
students will be absent due to religious 
or cultural observances was passed. 

Meng first introduced the bill when 
she was in the state Assembly. The law 
will go into effect next year. 

Just this month, the U.S. Senate 
unanimously passed a measure Meng 
introduced calling on Congress to for-
mally recognize the cultural and his-
torical significance of Lunar New Year. 
It is waiting for a vote in the House of 
Representatives.

Lawmakers and Asian leaders are up in arms 
over the absence of Lunar New Year on the 
school calendar.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Pols push for holiday 
for Lunar New Year 
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BY TOM MOMBERG

 After being advised by the 
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion that an individual was 
directing a laser at several 
aircraft as they took off and 
landed at LaGuardia Airport 
Monday evening, the NYPD 
dispatched an aviation unit to 
blanket the area in search of 
the source, the Police Depart-
ment said.

 While conducting their 
canvass in a helicopter, Detec-
tive Richard Mardarello and 
Officer Royston Charles, of the 
NYPD Aviation Unit, saw the 
green laser pointer coming 
from the window of an apart-
ment unit at 2801 Coddington 
Ave., in the Bronx. The of-
ficers were able to precisely 
pinpoint the exact floor and 
window from which the laser 
was coming from, the depart-
ment said. 

 After alerting the 45th 
Precinct in the Bronx, whose 
officers were able to conduct 
an investigation, later arriv-
ing at the door of Apt. 3 of the 
Coddington Avenue building, 
according to police.

 The Bronx officers were 
invited inside the apartment 
by an elderly woman. Once in-
side, the investigating officers 
saw a small black cylindrical 
device on the top of the refrig-
erator labeled “Laser 303.”

 Police then came across the 
woman’s 36-year-old son, who 
live in the apartment and after 
being questioned, said he had 

used the device that evening, 
the NYPD said in a release. Of-
ficers placed him under arrest 
and transported him to the 
precinct to be processed, the 
police said.

 During their investiga-
tion, officers determined that 
an Air Canada pilot sustained 
injuries to his eyes, as did 
Mardarello and Charles. The 

commercial airliner pilot was 
treated for injuries at a Toron-
to hospital. The officers were 
treated for injuries and re-
leased from the New York Eye 
and Ear Infirmary of Mount 
Sinai. The investigation is 
still ongoing.

 The Bronx man, Frank 
Egan, is alleged by police to 
have caused those injuries, 

the NYPD said. 
 Egan is being charged 

with two counts of assaulting 
a police officer, three counts 
of felony assault, two counts 
of menacing, three counts of 
reckless endangerment and 
three counts of criminal pos-
session of a weapon, according 
to police sources.

 The suspect was arraigned 
in Bronx Criminal Court 
Tuesday and was released on 
$5,000 bail or $15,000 bond, the 
NYPD said. Egan denied all 
the allegations, according to 
the police.

 The legal power limit of 
laser pointers is regulated by 
the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration at 5 milliwatts. 
The 303-milliwatt laser found 
in Egan’s apartment well ex-
ceeded that limit, the NYPD 
said.

 Hundreds to thousands 
of complaints are filed every 
year, related to laser pointers 
being directed at aircraft in 
New York City.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Bronx man charged in LGA laser attacks
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Officers make an arrest following an investigation by the NYPD Aviation Unit, into lasers being pointed at air-
crafts around La Guardia Airport.  Photo by Micaheal Shain 
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BY BILL PARRY

Disgruntled commuters, 
business owners and commu-
nity leaders rallied, under the 
40th Street station in Sunny-
side Wednesday, to voice their 
concerns over frequent poor 
7 train service. For much of 
the winter trains have been 
breaking down, bypassing No. 
7 subway stations; signals and 
switches have malfunctioned; 
and overcrowded platforms 
continue to plague riders 
along the line.

“This is a nightmare that 
must end and it must end 
now,” City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said. “We are trapped in a bad 
dream that never seems to 
end. Riders are paying for a 
service that is poor, inconsis-
tent and just plain late. I call 
on the MTA to publicly release 
detailed information about 
every service disruption over 
the last year during the rush 
hours and answer to Queens 
riders. Rush hour service has 
gotten worse. The MTA admits 
it. Now we want to know why.”

Straphangers were asked 
to share their nightmares. 

“On the first bitter cold 
morning of the season, I 
waited over 45 minutes as ten 
trains came through the sta-
tion, too packed for anyone 
else to board,” Sunnyside resi-

dent Tara Turtell said. “Unfor-
tunately, that was just one of 
many times the 7 train made 
me excessively late for work.”

Joshua Plant of Sunnyside 
spoke about how he regularly 
waits more than 40 minutes on 
the freezing platform before he 
is able to squeeze on to a train. 

“This is unacceptable, and 
more importantly, it’s unsafe,” 
he said. “At any moment any 
one of us could fall onto the 
tracks due to overcrowding be-
cause of service delays and in-
terruptions. This is not merely 
an inconvenience as the MTA 
announcement so gently puts 

it; this is a matter of public 
safety.”

The poor service is af-
fecting business in western 
Queens as well. 

“Our local businesses 
depend on the 7 train to get 
their employees to work and 
customers to their stores,” 
Sunnyside Shines Executive 
Director Rachel Thieme said. 
“With frequent track work 
and increased service disrup-
tions, our neighborhood is be-
ing shortchanged by the MTA. 
Sunnyside’s local businesses 
deserve better.”

BY TOM MOMBERG

 State Senate Majority 
Leader Dean Skelos (D-Nas-
sau) announced last week the 
new Task Force on the Deliv-
ery of Social Services in New 
York City. 

 Selected to lead the task 
force was Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who said there is 
a lot of work to do in identify-
ing areas where services can 
be improved, “whether it be 
eliminating some of the bu-
reaucracy or reaching out to 
underserved individuals.”

 Avella served the last Sen-
ate term as chairman of the 
Social Services Committee.  
The new initiative will bring a 
group of state senators togeth-
er from the city to examine the 
system in place that already 

serves over a million resi-
dents, facilitate discussions 
and find individuals still in 
need of publicly funded social, 
economic and health benefits.

 Task force members in-

clude Sen. Simcha Felder (D-
Brooklyn), Sen. Martin Gold-
en (R-Brooklyn), Sen. Andrew 
Lanza (R-Staten Island), Sen. 
Diane Savino (D-Staten Is-
land) and Sen. James Sanders, 
Jr. (D-Rochdale).

 Members plan to collabo-
rate with experts in both the 
public and private sectors to 
promote economic growth as 
well as serve children, fami-
lies and individuals who are 
not able to meet their fullest 
potential under a high cost of 
living.

 Avella said often those who 
need social services the most 
are not enrolled, which may 
not necessarily be the result 
of limited access to services, 
but rather that some individu-
als just aren’t aware of what is 

BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of 
Education has proposed a 
plan that would have students 
at PS 24 in Flushing attend 
PS 107 in Flushing for three 
years to alleviate overcrowd-
ing at the school starting this 
September. 

The city is building an 
annex at PS 24 at 141-11 Hol-
ly Ave. in Flushing, which 
would require removing a 
trailer that houses four class-
rooms as well as four class-
rooms attached to the school. 

To address the overcrowd-
ing issue that will result from 
the construction process, PS 
24 will use five classrooms at 
PS 107 at 167-02 45th Ave. in 
Flushing for its kindergar-
ten students, according to the 
DOE. 

The temporary reloca-
tion would have no impact on 
classroom instruction or on 
extracurricular activities for 
students at either school, the 
DOE said. 

“The Department of Edu-
cation is committed to con-
tinuing to expand school 
capacity in Queens, where 
many communities are in 
need of more school space,” 
Jason Fink, DOE’s press sec-
retary, said in an email. 

The DOE’s current capi-
tal plan includes funding to 
remove all temporary class-
room units throughout the 
city.

At Queens Community 
Board 7’s monthly board 
meeting this week, board 
member Arlene Fleishman 
said a group of parents from 
PS 107 expressed their oppo-
sition to the plan at the Com-
munity Education Council 
meeting. 

She said Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz and 
the District 25 superinten-

dent agreed that they cannot 
let the school lose funds.

“If this plan, which came 
up abruptly, is rejected, they 
will lose the funds. We can-
not stand by and let funds 
that are allocated to extend 
the school community, let 
500 seats to PS 24, go away,” 
Fleishman said. “The com-
munity in downtown Flush-
ing is growing and we know 
that, and it’s a desperate situ-
ation.” 

CB 7 unanimously passed 
a motion to write a letter in 
which the board would en-
dorse the plan.

The letter will say the 
plan is for three years, for 
kindergarten only, that there 
will be sufficient bus service 
and that it is anticipated it 
will solve the overcrowding 
problem. 

Chuck Apelian, CB 7’s first 
vice chairman and chairman 
of the zoning committee, ini-
tially questioned whether the 
plan would be successful in 
mitigating the overcrowding 
issue.

“Does this solve the prob-
lem?,” Apelian said. “After 
doing this for three years, 
are we guaranteed that this 
will solve the overcrowding 
problem?”

But Fleishman insisted 
the plan would be effective 
and said projections are usu-
ally accurate. 

The DOE’s Panel for Edu-
cational Policy will vote on 
the plan at its March 25 meet-
ing at Murray Bergtraum HS 
in Manhattan.

The board also unani-
mously passed a motion to 
name the corner of 154th 
Street and 26th Avenue in 
College Point Heroes Memo-
rial Way to commemorate 
9/11 heroes and individuals 
who perished in the line of 
duty.

The state Senate announces new 
Task Force on the Delivery of 
Social Services in New York City, 
to look at where residents may be 
underserved.

The DOE has proposed a plan that would have PS 24 kindergarteners 
attend school at PS 104 for three years.   Google Earth

PS 24 classes may 
go to PS 107: DOE

City social services get task force

Riders blast the MTA
Van Bramer rally calls No. 7 train service an outrage

Continued on Page 61

Continued on Page 61

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer led a rally to protest what he called 
“the nighmare” for straphangers and businesses created by poor ser-
vice on the No. 7 line.
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The nation’s major credit 

reporting agencies have 
agreed to reform their meth-
od of fixing erroneous credit 
reports and end the practice 
of putting disputed parking 
violations on consumer cred-
it reports, the state attorney 
general announced. 

In January, there were 
more than 11,000 moving and 
parking violations in Queens 
alone, according to the NYPD. 
The city raked in over $890 
million from parking viola-
tions to minor offenses last 
year according to the city’s 
Independent Budget Office. 

“Credit reports touch ev-
ery part of our lives. They 
affect whether we can obtain 
a credit card, take out a col-
lege loan, rent an apartment, 
or buy a car – and sometimes 
even whether we can get 

jobs,” AG Eric Schneiderman 
said.

According to the agree-
ment, credit reporting agen-
cies will improve the dispute 
settlement process for con-
sumers through specially 
trained employees and the 
dispute verification process. 
Disputed parking violations 
will not be appear on credit 
reports and medical debt 
from insurance coverage de-
lays or disputes will be given 
a waiting period of 180 days 
before being noted on the 
credit report, the attorney 
general’s office said. 

It has been widely report-
ed over the last few years that 
there are gross inaccuracies 
that can be found on the 
average consumer’s credit 
report,” said Assemblyman 
Jeffrey Dinowitz (D-Bronx).  
“Our system puts great faith 

BY MADINA TOURE

Falun Gong practitioners 
in Flushing have filed a law-
suit against a Queens orga-
nization for their alleged in-
volvement in a conspiracy to 
injure them and deprive them 
of their rights based on their 
religion. 

Practitioners of Falun 
Gong, also known as Falun 
Dafa, a spiritual practice 
originating in China, were 
allegedly subjected to assault, 
battery, death threats, mob 
violence and other abuses in 
Flushing committed directly 
or influenced by the Chinese 
Anti-Cult World Alliance, a 
Flushing-based organization 
which operates a booth at 41-40 
Main St., according to the law-
suit filed in Brooklyn federal 
court March 3. 

The lawsuit was filed by 

13 Falun Gong practitioners, 
eight of whom live in Flush-
ing. Of the 13 practitioners, 11 
were believers and two were 
non-believers allegedly target-
ed based on the alliance’s mis-
taken identification of them 
as Falun Gong believers, the 
lawsuit said. 

No phone number was list-
ed for the alliance.

The practitioners practice 
the Falun Gong religion at the 
Falun Gong Spiritual Center 
at 40-46 Main St. in Flushing. 
They also participate in reli-
gious activities at five desig-
nated Falun Gong sites, also in 
Flushing.  

Since 2008, the practitio-
ners claim, the alliance has 
conducted a campaign of vio-
lence and intimidation that in-
cludes a series of direct violent 
attacks or threats by Michael 

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor de Blasio was a half 
hour late for the 40th annual 
Queens County St. Patrick’s 
Parade Saturday and he was 
lambasted by many Rockaway 
residents who felt slighted. 
Pockets of parade spectators 
jeered as de Blasio joined the 
march at 117th Street instead 
of starting at Beach 129th 
Street in Belle Harbor.

The mayor explained that 
he arrived by NYPD boat, the 
same mode of transportation 
he used when he arrived late 
for the Flight 587 memorial 
in November. “We had some 
meetings at Gracie Mansion, 
it took a while, some stuff we 
had to do, and we came up as 
soon as possible after that,” 
de Blasio said. “With each pa-
rade we handle it differently 
depending on when we can get 
to it.”

While some residents 
chanted “Worst Mayor ever” 
and “Go back to Brooklyn” de 
Blasio got something of a free 
pass from one of the parade 
organizers. “What this parade 
does for the community each 

year is not overshadowed by 
any one person,” Noreen Ellis 
said. “This parade committee 
works tirelessly all year long 
and given the circumstances 
of what we’ve been through 

here in Rockaway, one person 
can’t affect the outcome.”

Ellis called the parade a 
great success with a robust 
crowd that was “as big as it’s 
been in years.” State Sen. Jo-

seph Addabbo, Jr. (D-Howard 
Beach) called it an “always 
incredible turnout” that con-
tinues to prove Rockaway resi-
dent’s devotion to community.

Addabbo had authored a 

resolution passed last week in 
the state Senate to commemo-
rate the 40th anniversary of 
the parade. He said the people 
of the peninsula had seen 
far more than their  share of 
challenges in recent years. 
“On Sept. 11, 2001, 77 Rock-
away residents died, many of 
them first responders, and 
two months later, American 
Airlines Flight 587 crashed in 
Belle Harbor, killing everyone 
aboard and five people on the 
ground,” Addabbo said. “Then 
in October of 2012, of course, 
the Rockaway Peninsula drew 
much of the brunt and devasta-
tion of Hurricane Sandy. Lives 
were lost in the storm, more 
than 100 homes in Breezy 
Point burned to the ground, 
many other residences and 
businesses were devastated, 
and the recovery process and 
rebuilding continues today 
and will continue for the fors-
eeable future.”

On Monday, U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer and Assem-
blyman Phil Goldfeder (D-
Ozone Park) urged the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to 

Mayor de Blasio was criticized for showing up a half an hour late for the St. Pat’s Day parade in the 
Rockaways.   Photo courtesy of Mayor de Blasio

Mayor hears jeers in the Rockaways
Organizer of the 40th annual Queens County St. Patrick’s Day Parade takes the high road

Falun Gong practitioners sue 
their Flushing alliance critics

Tickets, medical debt 
not on credit info:AG 

Continued on Page 27

Continued on Page 27Continued on Page 27

The band from the Chinese Anti-
Cult World Alliance, which is be-
ing sued by the Falun Gong reli-
gious sect, drums up support in 
this year’s Lunar New Year parade 
in Flushing.   
 Photo by Michael Shain 
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POLICE 

Blotter
 BAYSIDE — A woman was mugged 

by an unidentified man on Saturday, 
March 7, while she was cleaning snow 
from atop her car on 228th Street and 
64th Avenue police said.

The male suspect stepped out of 
a white sedan while the woman was 
distracted and removed a Coach purse 
from the driver’s seat of her car without 
displaying a weapon; he then stepped 
back into his car and fled northbound 

on 228th Street, according to police. 
 Contained within the purse were 

invaluables, over $1,300 in cash, credit 
cards and a cell phone, according to 
the office of the Deputy Commissioner 
of Public Information. 

 Police said the victim described the 
suspect as a black man in his early 20s, 
roughly 5-feet-9inches tall. No arrests 
were made, though the police investi-
gation is ongoing.

FLUSHING — A man and woman 
were found dead Friday afternoon in 
their Flushing home in what appeared 
to be a murder-suicide, the NYPD 
said.

At about 2:51 p.m. Friday, police 
found the bodies of a 42-year-old man 
and a 41-year-old woman with gunshot 
wounds to their heads on the third 

floor of their home at 147-24 Beach Ave. 
in Flushing, police said.

The woman has been identified as 
Song Shim, they said. The identity of 
the man was pending family notifica-
tion.

It appeared that the man shot the 
woman and then shot himself, accord-
ing to a police spokesman.

CORONA — Police arrested a cou-
ple and their son who were accused 
of using their Corona restaurant and 
a produce business as fronts for a co-
caine operation that stretched from 
Costa Rica to Queens, according to a 
Brooklyn federal court complaint.

Gregorio and Eleonora Gigliotti, the 
owners of Cucino a Modo Mio, on 108th 
Street in Corona, and their 34-year-old 
son Angelo, all face life in prison af-
ter a federal investigation discovered 
their stash, court papers state.

Using contacts in Costa Rica, the 
Gigliottis arranged for shipments of 
cocaine in containers of yucca to a 
port in Delaware before having them 
trucked to their Bronx produce ware-
house, court papers say.

Wiretaps of a phone line at their 
pizzeria revealed that the 58-year-old 
owner — a reputed associate of Geno-
vese capo Anthony Federicci — sent 
his wife to deliver a suitcase filled 
with $400,000 in cash to a drug dealer 
in Costa Rica last August, according to 
court papers.

During the past six months, the 
family received 55 kilos of coke worth 
nearly $2 million from Costa Rica and 
in addition to six guns, agents recov-
ered $100,000 from the restaurant’s 
safe, court papers state.

Appearing in Brooklyn federal 
court together Wednesday afternoon, 
the Gigliottais were held pending a 
bail package presentation.

Corona business used to deal cocaine: Feds

Man, woman dead in possible murder-suicide: 

Woman clearing snow in Bayside mugged: Cops

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Advertise your Clinical Studies 
in New York’s largest group of 

community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

NYU School of Medicine

Have you experienced a traumatic 
event? Are you depressed and 

anxious? Are you experiencing 
fl ashbacks? Irritability?  

If so, you may be eligible to participate in a 
study that involves taking an investigational 

medication or placebo for one week. Th is study 
takes place at New York University School of 

Medicine over the course of fi ve visits. You must 
be between the ages of 18 and 60, medically 

healthy and currently not taking medications. 
You will be compensated for your time.  

For more information, please call 646-754-4831.

Gregorio Gigliotti, owner of a bustling Italian 
restuarant in Corona, Cucino Amodo Mio, is 
a under arrest along with his wife and son 
for allegedly running a big-time cocaine 
ring out of his business. The Times Ledger 
profiled Cucino last year during the World 
Cup.   Photo by Bill Parry
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The Bangladeshi Ameri-

can Advocacy Group, gath-
ered with community leaders 
and elected officials to advo-
cate on Bangladeshi-Amer-
icans Annual Lobby Day in 
Albany last week and show 
support for the Religious 
Garb Bill, which would pro-
hibit discrimination in the 
workplace against religious 
attire,

The prime sponsors of 
the bill are state Sen. James 
Sanders Jr. (D-South Ozone 
Park) and state Assembly-
man David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows). The bill has passed 
the Assembly  but has had 
difficulty gaining the votes 
needed in the Senate over the 
last few years.

“In 2015, in a city as cul-
turally diverse as New York 
City, people should not be 
facing hatred or discrimina-
tion based on their faith. We 
should not ostracize those 
who choose to wear religious 
garb or segregate them in the 
workplace,” Sanders said.  
“We should be finding ways 
to bring people together, not 
drive them further apart.”

The legislation was pro-
posed in response to a se-
ries of cases and concerns 
from religious communities 
throughout New York who 
were discriminated against 
in the workplace due to 
their religious garb or facial 
grooming.

“A person should be able 
to work and practice their re-
ligion. We are proud to stand 
up for the religious and work-
ers’ rights of all New York-
ers and urge all of our state 
lawmakers to support the 
passage of the Religious Garb 
Bill to continue to ensure that 

all workers are treated equal-
ly under the law regardless 
of their race, religion or eth-
nicity,” said Kamal Bhuiyan, 
chairman of the Bangladeshi 
American Advocacy Group. 
Founded in 2011, BAAG is 
a Jamaica-based advocacy 
group of Bangladeshi immi-
grants who want to empower 
the Bangladeshi-American 
and other immigrant com-
munities in New York. 

Kevin Harrington, a 
Sikh subway motorman who 
worked for the MTA for 20 
years, attended the March 
3 rally. He was honored for 
leading passengers to safety 
during 9/11, but was ordered 
to remove his turban in 2005 
by the MTA. He was told that 
if he refused to remove his 
turban, he would lose his 
job as a train operator and 
the privileges he had earned 
based on his years of service. 

“In my case, the MTA hon-
ored me for driving my train 
in reverse, away from the tow-
ers on 9/11 and leading pas-
sengers to safety. They called 
me a ‘hero of 9/11.’ Policies 
that prevent workers from 
practicing their religion are 
driven by fear and make no 
sense,” Harrington said. 

As a practicing Sikh, Har-
rington is required to main-
tain uncut hair and cover it 
with a turban. Harrington 
filed a civil suit against the 
MTA that was settled in 2012. 
Currently, today Sikh MTA 
employees are now allowed 
to wear their turbans with or 
without the MTA logo.

“As a Sikh American, 
whose community has con-
tinuously faced discrimina-
tion in the workplace, too 
often I have seen employees 
leave their job because of rac-

BY TOM MOMBERG
 St. John’s Bread and Life 

program feeds about 3,500 in-
dividuals every day in Queens 
and Brooklyn. For this reason 
and then some, the Brooklyn-
based nonprofit, 795 Lexing-
ton Ave., was recognized last 
week by the Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation, as a 
2014 “Neighborhood Builder.”

 With a $200,000 award split 
between the next two years, St. 
John’s will be able to further 
its mostly privately funded 
operating expenses, planning 
to expand services where they 
are needed most.

  Jeff Barker, New York 
market president of Bank of 
America, said that just as im-
portant as the money are the 
leadership training and asso-
ciative networking opportuni-
ties offered by the Neighbor-
hood Builders award.

 “In many cases, these 
nonprofits grow, and grow or-
ganically, under strong leader-
ship,” Barker said. “However, 
the emerging leader training 
really enables the directors to 
develop a strong No. 2,” which 
is exactly the role that Bread 
and Life Food Services Direc-
tor Christy Robb will come 
into under the training.

 Robb and Bread and Life 
Executive Director Tony But-
ler will also be able to network 
with organizations around 
the country during the train-
ing, which “for many of these 
organizations is the first time 
they have a chance to talk to 
colleagues around the country 
who are often going through 
some of the exact same things,” 
Barker said.

 Bread and Life has wit-
nessed a steady 4 percent to 
6 percent annual increase in 
demand for its services. But-
ler said that by networking 
and by working with some lo-
cal firms, Bread and Life will 
independently develop a stra-
tegic plan to address the grow-
ing hunger problem with this 
award.

 “This is very good timing, 
as we are looking at how we 
need to expand, because the 
poverty needs are changing 
in the city,” Butler said. “The 
question is how do we need to 
evolve? Is it geographic expan-
sion?” 

 Butler said the greatest 
increase in poverty needs has 
been among young families. 

 “In New York, we have the 

rising cost of rent and cost of 
living, while the kinds of jobs 
being created are mostly mini-
mum wage,” he said. “We of-
ten have several families who 
have to choose between paying 
rent and paying for food.”

 The Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation, which 
focuses much of its efforts on 
community and workforce de-
velopment, has recognized this 
growing need. Barker said the 
number of Community Build-
ers applicants from poverty 
work groups and food pantries 
has increased tremendously.

 “With gleaming new build-
ings rising up in the city, I 
think we tend to forget the 
number of people who are 
struggling,” Barker said. “I 
was out at St. John’s a couple 
of weeks ago, working on the 
food service line. When you go 
out and experience food needs 
first hand, it kind of brings it 
all home.”

 After 10 years of its Neigh-
borhood Builders program, the 
Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation has invested over 
$160 million in about 800 non-
profit organizations around 
the country, making it one 
of the most well-recognized 
grantors in the nonprofit com-
munity.

 Competition for Neigh-
borhood Builders awards has 
become more intense, and af-
ter six years of applications, 
Bread and Life was finally rec-
ognized.

 “St. John’s is a great orga-
nization, and what has reso-
nated for us is their comput-
er-based programming and 
organization, which makes 
sure the food basket is dis-
persed appropriately,” Barker 
said. “So not only is St. John’s 
addressing hunger, it gives its 
patrons more of a freedom of 
choice, and do it in a modern 
technological way.”

 Butler said the award will 
free up some of his time and 
help him establish new con-
nections, which will in turn 
allow the nonprofit to take a 
more in-depth look at the city’s 
food insecurities. 

 This will open us up to all 
new connections in the busi-
ness world, as well as in the 
nonprofit world,” Butler said. 
“I like it when the nonprofit 
world and for-profit world can 
come together to make a dif-
ference in our communities.”

 Bread and Life was found-
ed in 1982 as a church-based 
soup kitchen, but has grown to 
also provide social service as-
sistance to over 37,000 people 
in Brooklyn and Queens. The 
soup kitchen is affiliated with 
St. John’s University only in-
sofar as it promotes commu-
nity-based research, service-
learning opportunities and 
an understanding of poverty 
among students.

 Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

The Bangladeshi American Advocacy Group joined elected officials 
and Muslim, Sikh, and Jewish leaders to lobby for a state law protect-
ing the right to wear religious garb.  Photo courtesy of BAAG

Folks from Jackson Heights line up for St. John’s Bread and Life mobile 
soup kitchen.  Photo by Michael Shain

St. John’s recognized
Bread and Life receives Community Builder award

Queens group pushes 
religion bill in Albany

Continued on Page 40
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BY TOM MOMBERG

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) called on the New 
York State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation 
last week to launch an investi-
gation into levels of formalde-
hyde found in some Chinese-
made laminate flooring sold 
by Lumber Liquidators.

 The senator issued his con-
cerns to DEC Commissioner 
Joseph Martens following a 
March 1 segment by the CBS 
television program “60 Min-
utes,” which reported very 
high levels of the chemical in 
some laminate flooring.

 Avella, who is the vice 
chairman of the Senate En-
vironmental Conservation 
Committee, wants the DEC to 
launch its own investigation 
into the product. If CBS’ asser-
tions are verified, he is asking 
that the products be recalled.

  “I also ask that you take 
necessary action against Lum-
ber Liquidators if it has violat-
ed any application regulations 
or laws against the sale of this 
product,” Avella said in a let-
ter to Martens.

 Reporting the results from 
testing laminate samples, CBS 
claimed that Lumber Liquida-
tors Holding Corporation had 
violated California state emis-
sions regulations. The compa-
ny has since publicly defended 
its products, and asked that 
CBS share its methodology.

 Formaldehyde is also 
found in several other chemi-
cals, particle board, household 
products, glues, permanent 
press fabrics, paper product 
coatings, fiberboard and ply-
woods. The chemical becomes 
airborne when products con-
taining it are installed and is 
almost always present indoors 
and out at levels less than 0.03 
parts per million.

 Indoor airborne concentra-
tions of formaldehyde above 
0.1 parts per million have been 
linked to health concerns by 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency. Anything above that 
level can cause irritation of the 
respiratory system. Long-term 
exposure to the chemical has 
been linked to nasal and lung 
cancer, according to the EPA. 
The agency has also found the 
installation of some pressed 

laminate flooring to produce 
formaldehyde emissions of up 
to 0.3 parts per million.

 Despite other ongoing in-
vestigations into Lumber Liq-
uidators flooring, Avella said 
it is still important that the 
DEC look into the matter to 
determine whether or not New 
York standards are being met.

 “The levels of formalde-

hyde far exceed what the re-
quirements are in California 
and it’s also my understand-
ing that the EPA … has ad-
opted California regulations 
for the entire country, but 
they don’t go into effect until 
May,” he said. “In the mean-
time, who knows how many 
families with children have 
had this flooring installed in 

their homes here in New York 
state.”

 Investors in the lum-
ber and flooring wholesaler 
dumped stock in the week be-
fore the CBS report and up un-
til Wednesday this week. The 
company warned investors 
Feb. 24 of the upcoming tele-
vision report, when the stock 
was being traded for over $68. 
The stock was  trading for less 
than $30 a share at its lowest 
point, but hedge fund execu-
tives started discrediting CBS’ 
methodology this week and in-
vestors started to pick shares 
back up by Wednesday.

 CBS tested the laminate 
samples by taking the product 
apart and testing each indi-
vidual piece for the chemical 
resin, which is not mandated 
by California’s standards. The 
law requires that products be 
tested by sampling a piece of 
the core before the product is 
fully assembled. Lumber Liq-
uidators said this week during 
a meeting on product safety 
that the toxin levels they test-
ed using this method were 
much lower.

Lumber Liquidators Holding Corporation is alleged to sell products con-
taining restricted levels of Formaldehyde. Google Earth

Avella asks for probe into laminate fl oors



TIMESLEDGER, MAR. 13–19, 2015 11  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

BY TOM MOMBERG

 The Bayside father whose 4-month-
old child died during the holidays after 
what appeared to be physical abuse, 
has been in jail since the new year, 
when police and the medical examiner 
ruled the infant’s death a homicide.

 The infant’s mother, Queens radi-
ologist Reena Malhotra, is now asking 
authorities to allow the husband and 
father, Jagsheer Singh, to post bail and 
be released.

 The couple’s unconscious child, 
Nevin Janduher, was rushed to Flush-
ing Hospital Dec. 20, after Singh awak-
ened Malhotra, claiming that the in-
fant had fallen off a changing table, 
according to the criminal complaint 
filed by the Queens district attorney’s 
office. The couple had been married a 

year at the time of the infant’s death.
 Due to the severeness of skull frac-

tures, Dr. Jamie Hoffman-Rosenfeld 
found the injuries to be “non-acciden-
tal inflicted trauma of abusive head 
trauma,” according to the criminal 
complaint. 

 The murder charge against Singh 
still stands and authorities said they 
would be reluctant to grant him bail, 
given the current evidence in the case.

 Nonetheless, Malhotra wrote to 
Justice Richard Buchter urging him to 
do just that. 

 “I write you, humbly, to attest to the 
fact that my husband Jagsheer is a lov-
ing and caring father and husband,” 
she wrote, according to the DA. “He 
has a big heart, is a God-loving man 
and is a responsible person with a calm 
demeanor.” 

BY TOM MOMBERG

 The state Assembly unanimously 
passed a resolution last week, pro-
claiming March as “Early-Intervention 
Month” as a way to recognize the avail-
ability and importance of early inter-
vention providers across the state.

 The resolution was introduced by 
Assemblyman David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows), who is the chairman of the 
Assembly Task Force on People with 
Disabilities. 

 “New York’s children are among 
our most valuable, precious and vul-
nerable populations,” Weprin said in a 
statement.  “They require proper care 
and attention as soon as they are born 
and throughout their formative years.  
Oftentimes, many children and fami-
lies face special challenges and need 
extra help, but are not aware that such 
assistance and services are available 
to them in our communities.”

 Weprin said any health-care pro-
vider can speak to the importance of 
recognizing symptoms of Autism Spec-
trum Disorders or other disabilities as 
early in life as possible. Interventions 
are crafted to suit the needs of specific 
individuals of any age who have au-
tism or other disabilities. Early inter-
ventions can give infants and toddlers 
the social, structural and educational 
foundation to improve the well-being 
of families and individuals for life.

 The state Department of Health 
Bureau of Early Intervention is au-
thorized to provide early intervention 
services for more than 75,000 children 

who suffer from developmental delays, 
as well as for their families.

 There is a wide array of early inter-
vention services available to residents 
of the city. Children under the age of 3 
who have a confirmed disability or de-
velopmental delay are eligible for the 
Early Intervention Program, or EIP, 
which was first created by Congress 
in 1986.

 Families can inquire about the EIP 
at the New York Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene, available in 
Queens County at 90-27 Parson Blvd., 
in Jamaica. Call 718-722-2998 for more 
information or to schedule an appoint-
ment.

Assemblyman David Weprin introduc-
es resolution to establish March as Early 
Intervention Month in New York.

Bayside mom asks DA to set 
bail for baby’s accused killer

Weprin establishes March 
as month for intervention ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Queens Borough President 
Katz, State Senator Avella, NYC 
Mayor DeBlasio, Assemblywom-
an Rozic, Councilman Weprin 
and Assembyman Braunstein:

The Bayside Hills Civic Asso-
ciation is greatly disturbed to find 
out, via the Brooklyn Daily news-
paper, that last summer building 
inspectors had been shifted  from 
Queens to Brooklyn. It is no won-
der that the real estate stock in 
the Borough of Queens is a mess 
and there is a proliferation of ille-
gal and hazardous construction, 
renovations, and conversions of 

properties.
While people in Queen who 

want to follow the standards of 
the building code wait an inordi-
nate amount of time for permits 
and inspections, the unscrupu-
lous plow ahead with illegal and 
unsafe construction, renovations, 
and conversions.

The Bayside Hills Civic As-
sociation and the other civics 
that make up the Queens Civic 
Congress have repeatedly made 
it known to each of you and your 
staff that we desire quick and 
strict enforcement of the New 

York City building code. With 
this in mind I ask of you; “How 
could you let this happen on your 
watch?”  and “What are you going 
to do to ensure that the Depart-
ment of Buildings in the Borough 
of Queens is adequately staffed 
and that the Building Code is 
strictly enforced here?”

Your prompt attention to this 
situation is greatly appreciated.

>
>

Michael Feiner 
Bayside Hills

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BRIAN RICE
Publisher

ROZ LISTON
Editor

KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
News Editor

MICHAEL SHAIN
Photo Editor

JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Sports Editor

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Suzanne Green
LeBert McBean
Enid Rodriguez

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CEO:
Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Goodstein

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Eugena Pechenaya

EDITORIAL STAFF
Reporters: Bill Parry, Madina 
Toure, Sadef Kully, Tom Momberg
Photographers: Nat Valentine,
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, 
Maria Lopez, Ken Maldonado, 
Yinghao Luo, Caroll Alvarado, 
William Thomas, Robert Cole
Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Kenneth Kowald, 
Suzanne Parker, Ronald B. 
Hellman, William Lewis, Bob 
Friedrich, Prem Calvin Prashad, 
Laura Rahill

ART & PRODUCTION 
Art Director: Leah Mitch
Layout Manager: 
Yvonne Farley
Designer: Earl Ferrer
Layout: Rod Ivey

The Irish have never been known for living lives 
pegged to the tick-tock of a kitchen clock, but certain 
traditions are cherished enough that these Celtic 
peoples do get to the starting line on time.

 Despite the oft-quoted phrase “there is no time 
in Ireland” back in the old country, the Irish in the 
Rockaways have strict standards about when their 
annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade kicks off – 1 p.m. 
sharp. 

 And so Mayor Bill de Blasio, whose heritage is 
Italian and German, blew it again on the Rockaway 
Peninsula and showed up half an hour late.  He 
skipped half the parade route after arriving by po-
lice boat, which made for an awkward entrance since 
he killed the Rockaway Ferry last year.

 The mayor, who angered Rockaway residents last 
fall when he got to Belle Harbor so late for the annual 
TWA Flight 547 memorial that he missed the moment 
of silence, fell back once again on empty excuses.

 As Rockaways’ proud Irish lambasted him, de 
Blasio tried to explain that every parade appearance 
was different for the mayor and that he had been held 
up at Gracie Mansion by an education meeting.

 That did not fly on the heavily Irish peninsula, 
which has some of the most conservative enclaves 
in the city occupied by generations of police officers 
and firefighters. These public servants as a group 
have not been the mayor’s biggest cheerleaders.

Add the rage over the loss of the ferry and it would 
be fair to say that de Blasio tempted fate by running 
late in enemy territory.

It had seemed that our tardy mayor had begun 
checking his timepiece after his late arrival at the 
Belle Harbor memorial unleashed widespread criti-
cism in many quarters around the city.

 In fact, the mayor arrived on time for the St. Pat’s 
Parade for All in Sunnyside the previous weekend 
and walked most of the route in dreadful winter 
weather.

 So the Rockaway Irish should not take de Blasio’s 
two ill-timed trips to their peninsula as an insult to 
their culture.

 The Rockaways are simply not a charm for the 
mayor.  He can’t seem to get his long arms around the 
fact that the area is known for the longest commute 
in the nation and it takes some advance planning to 
calculate how long the trip will take.

  So next year, Mr. Mayor, take the A train to the 
Rockaways and blame the MTA if it doesn’t get you 
there on time.  That’s the one excuse that will get you 
off the hook with the Irish and everyone else who 
lives on the underserved peninsula.

RUNNING OUT OF TIME 

Queens needs building inspectors

WITH HONORS
Wounded severely by two Black Liberation Army gunmen in St. Albans in 1981, Police Officer Richard Rainey 
was accorded an inspector’s funeral when he died at age 68 last week. A color guard stands at the foot of 
the steps at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in Bayside as the coffin leaves the church.  

Photo by Michael Shain
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READERS WRITE

For the past year, the Queens Vil-
lage Republican Club has been lead-
ing the charge, on the forefront of the 
New York City and state political land-
scape. We’ve not only been in the news, 
but making the news. One year ago we 
stood on the steps of Queens Borough 
Hall in a freezing snow storm and de-
clared our indignation against the out-
rageous remarks of Gov. Cuomo, when 
he said conservative Republicans 
should leave New York. A few months 
later we were back at Borough Hall 
challenging the “Status Cuomo” and 
we haven’t stopped challenging it to 
this day, even as Cuomo recently com-
miserated, surrendering to the corrup-
tion of politics in New York, saying: 
“You’ve always had and you probably 
always will have some level of corrup-
tion.”

 This has been the greatest year 
for our club in our overall trajectory 
toward Republican victories in future 
elections. We’ve been genuinely in-
volved in the political, policy and civic 
issues of our community, our city and 
state. When our local community was 
in danger of possibly losing the larg-
est Memorial Day Parade in America, 

we were there at the American Legion 
Post #103 planning and organizing to-
gether with the United War Veterans 
Council in order to revive the annual 
tradition of the Little Neck Douglas-
ton Memorial Day Parade to honor 
our soldiers who have paid the ulti-
mate price of freedom. On Memorial 
Day we marched in the grand parade 
with dozens from our club. We’ve been 
intimately involved with the home-
less shelter issue, the scandals at our 
VA Hospitals, saving the Specialized 
High School Admissions Test, rallies 
supporting our law enforcement com-
munity, and Homeland Security issues 
as reflected in the theme of our March 
club meeting: “Could New York City be 
the Next Paris?”

 We’ve been reaching out to the 
many immigrant communities in 
Queens and discovering the truth of 
the words of former state Sen. Frank 
Padavan when he said to them, “You’re 
Republicans; you just don’t know it 
yet!” We have been the organizers of 
grassroots campaigns to support our 
outstanding Republican candidates in 
the state and national races for gov-
ernor, comptroller, attorney general 

and congress. We collected over 1,000 
signatures on the Stop Common Core 
ballot line. We organized teams of 
volunteers for a massive ground and 
phone-banking operation reaching out 
to thousands of Eastern Queens Repub-
licans to get out and vote!

The crown jewel of all our accom-
plishments is an annual gala event, 
which this year we call our 140th An-
niversary Lincoln Dinner. We’ve been 
living the words of Col. Allen West, for-
mer congressman from South Florida, 
who as our keynote speaker at a past 
Lincoln Dinner gave us the vision for 
our club: “As the oldest GOP Club in 
America, it is your duty to carry the 
torch for the Republican Party and its 
core principles for the whole nation.”

Our Lincoln Dinners have become 
known as the most lavish Republican 
political event of the year. On Sunday, 
March 22, at 3 p.m. come and enjoy 
the GOP’s most exciting dinner party 
with a full cocktail hour, open bar 
all evening, sumptuous sit-down din-
ner, music, dancing and grand finale 
Viennese table of delectable deserts 
accompanied by patriotic music and 
indoor fireworks. The event is held at 

the famous Antun’s of Queens Village, 
where almost every New York gover-
nor, New York City mayor, and presi-
dent of the United States has been in 
attendance since the 1950s. Last year 
over 200 guests attended the Lincoln 
Dinner with Congressman Peter King. 
This year we expect to surpass it with 
hundreds more enjoying the encourag-
ing words of our keynote speaker, Bill 
Kristol, the editor of the Weekly Stan-
dard; our master of ceremonies, Steve 
Malzberg, the great national conserva-
tive radio and Newsmax TV personal-
ity; Staten Island District Attorney 
Daniel Donovan, who is running for 
Congress in the 11th CD Special Elec-
tion, and Republican elected officials 
from all throughout the state and some 
big surprise speakers.

As America’s oldest continuously 
active Republican Club, we believe in 
and have been living the principles of 
the Republican Party since the days of 
Lincoln. 

Phil Orenstein
Queens Village

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Flushing’s Macedonia Church should not be razed

Queens Village GOP Club touts its best year

Abraham Lincoln said: 
“To sin by silence when they 
should protest makes cowards 
of men.”

The Macedonia AME 
Church is the third oldest 
church in Flushing,  estab-
lished in 1811. It has sur-
vived many fiscal and other 
attempts to destroy it. In the 
early 20th century the church 
survived condition issues 
and was restored. Despite 
the Great Depression of the 
1930s, the church cemetery 
was removed to make way for 
an expansion. The remains 
from the cemetery were re-
interred under the church 

bell tower. In the 1950s the 
Flushing African-American 
neighborhood was destroyed 
and the church was under 
siege by Robert Moses’ slum 
removal plan, but the church 
was spared due to its Sacred 
Status, which resulted from 
the re-interment. To induce 
cooperation New York City 
surrounded the church with a 
municipal parking lot.

 Through the efforts of for-
mer Queens Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall, the New 
York City Council and many 
others, the parking lot has 
given way to Flushing Com-
mons and Macedonia Plaza, 

correcting that longstanding 
misdeed.

 Now the church is threat-
ened with demolition from 
within by a few egotistical 
church officials. These offi-
cials are supposed to be the 
stewards of the church not 
the destroyers. These officials 
will be on the wrong side of 
history and will be made infa-
mous rather than famous.

 Macedonia AME has 
been a longstanding African 
American, as well as an early 
American historic place in 
Flushing, like Grace Epis-
copal Church, the Society of 
Friends Meeting House, and 

Bowne House. Macedonia 
AME has been established as 
a station of the Underground 
Railroad and involved in 
many other milestones in 
American history. It should 
be restored, not demolished.

 Recommendations have 
been made that Macedonia 
AME should be made a New 
York City Landmark and 
should be added to the New 
York State and National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. These 
preservation programs would 
offer assistance for restora-
tion. Other land should be 
appropriated for a church 
expansion, if needed, but the 

current church should be re-
stored to its rightful glory and 
place in history.

 I am asking the public to 
write to their government 
representatives, religious, 
cultural and community lead-
ers and the press to stop the 
plan to demolish the Macedo-
nia AME Church.

Stephen R. Barney, Jr.
Citizen and Voter
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A
s this column predicted 
a couple of months ago, 
the proposal to some-
how legalize those il-

legal basement apartments 
or rooms is back in the news. 
The mayor is looking for ways 
to provide apartments for the 
homeless. Now Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz 
says that we need to make the 
converted illegal basement 
apartments safe.

Well, the civic associations 
which are in the R1, R2and 
R3 neighborhoods have been 
fighting for decades to prevent 
and remove any illegal rooms 
and apartments in their com-
munities. The housing stock 
in these neighborhoods is usu-
ally one-family homes. People 

bought homes in these neigh-
borhoods because they wanted 
lawns, flowering gardens, nice 
bushes, trees, and lots of green 
spaces in which to raise fami-
lies.

Civic associations affiliat-
ed with the Queens Civic Con-
gress want to maintain the 
quality of life they currently 
have in their neighborhoods. 
They know that sometimes a 
speculator buys a house and 
puts in illegal rooms in the 
basement just to make money. 
You can tell which these hous-
es are because they have cars 
parked across the sidewalks 
or on the lawns, the lawns are 
full of dirt and weeds, the gar-
dens are unkempt and there is 
trash everywhere. Sometimes 
these houses are rented out 
to college students who have 
loud parties and who literally 
destroy the places. Sometimes 
two or three families live in a 
basement area.

If the officials were to de-
cide to make it legal for people 

to live in basements, then the 
problems mentioned above 
would just get worse. If base-
ments were made legal, then 
some owners would just build 
more rooms to house more 
people. Since landlords want 
to make money, they would 
probably have unlicensed 
people do the construction 
with fire-prone construction 
materials and illegal wiring. 
We constantly read of such 
fires in illegal rooms with the 
deaths of people living there 
and also the fatalities and in-
juries involving firemen and 
firewomen who go in to fight 
a blaze in rooms which are lit-
erally death traps. We lost two 
firemen in the Bronx a couple 
of years ago with several oth-
ers injured.

This column has written 
about this problem in the past. 
It has told of the illegal base-
ment rooms in the houses in 
the Hillcrest Estates Civic As-
sociation neighborhood just 
west of St. John’s University. 

If there ever was a fire in one 
of these houses, we would lose 
two or three students with fire-
fighters likely to be injured as 
well.

Regretfully, the DOB has 
never been able to get a handle 
on these illegal rooms in pri-
vate houses and in apartment 
houses. Even now, more DOB 
inspectors are being charged 
with taking bribes to let illegal 
thing happen and city officials 
want to have these inspectors 
make sure basement apart-
ments are built legally. The 
law does not permit inspectors 
to get inside of these houses 
without a warrant and people 
are afraid to swear out a war-
rant.

The mayor and the bor-
ough president are correct in 
wanting to find housing for 
the homeless. There are thou-
sands of homeless children 
who live in shelters or hotels 
for the homeless yet must at-
tend school where they have 
problems learning with the 

teachers being blamed for 
their inability to study and do 
homework at night.

Yet, there is vacant land 
and buildings the city has 
foreclosed on which could be 
used for housing. There are 
many boarded-up buildings 
all over the city which could 
be used for housing. You just 
have to look.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: The Sanitation De-
partment has done a good 
job plowing and salting and 
sanding this winter. The city 
should think about closing the 
roads and just plowing when a 
deep snow falls.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: The city should not 
let the plows leave snow in the 
middle of the street to melt or 
let people do that when shov-
eling out their cars. Also, 
how can one get to a meter or 
their car if they are covered by 
snow?

Bob
Harris

n

S
tatistics recently re-
leased by the Depart-
ment of Education paint 
a troubling picture of 

the 5,103 students who re-
ceived offers based on their 
exam scores to attend Special-
ized High Schools in the fall.  
According to the DOE, approx-
imately 27,000 students took 
the admission test last fall.

Black and Hispanic stu-
dents, representing 70 percent 
of New York City’s students, 
did not see a percentage change 
in the number of seats offered 
from 2014, holding at a paltry 5 
percent and 7 percent, respec-
tively.  At the city’s top school, 
Stuyvesant, just 15 black and 
23 Hispanic students will be 
admitted in the next school 
year.  Asian-American stu-
dents continued to dominate 
on the test, netting 52 percent 

of seats across all schools.  At 
Queens’ only specialized high 
school, Queens Science, 103 of 
the incoming 155 students will 
be Asian American.

These numbers add cre-
dence to efforts by groups such 
as the NAACP, as well as some 
elected officials, to scrap the 
test as the sole means of admis-
sion, currently mandated by 
state law.  The 1972 Hecht-Ca-
landra Act mandated admis-
sion by competitive examina-
tion for Stuyvesant, Brooklyn 
Tech and Bronx Science.  The 
alternative, dubbed “multiple 
measures,” would consider 
interviews, attendance, school 
grades and other factors to 
create a more holistic profile 
of each candidate.

Yet, top schools that screen 
students, such as Townsend 
Harris in Flushing, have simi-
lar issues with diversity.  A re-
port released by the Research 
Alliance for New York City 
Schools is critical of swap-
ping the test with other mea-
sures, noting that it would, at 
best, only marginally raise 
the number of white, Hispanic 
and female students at these 

schools at the expense of Asian 
students.  This is due to the 
uneven distribution of high 
achieving students in a small 
number of middle schools.  So 
called “feeder schools” account 
for over half the students who 
receive offers for specialized 
high schools.

Test opponents and sup-
porters have long come to the 
consensus that the root of the 
disparity is poor middle school 
education in the city’s poorer 
neighborhoods.  Compound-
ing this challenge is a scarcity 
of quality high school seats, 
therefore intensifying compe-
tition for seats at specialized 
high schools.  “The best way 
to increase diversity at these 
schools is to ensure that ev-
ery student goes to a great el-
ementary and middle school,” 
Schools Chancellor  Carmen 
Farina noted.

State law was never amend-
ed to cover the new specialized 
schools, including Queens 
High School of Science, but 
aside from LaGuardia High 
School, which offers admission 
by audition, the SHSAT is used 
to determine admission to the 

eight specialized high schools.  
While there is little movement 
in Albany to change the status 
quo, technically, the status 
of the five newest specialized 
schools gives the city latitude 
to change admissions criteria.

Farina, as well as Mayor de 
Blasio, have signaled a desire 
to reform the testing process, 
but aside from possibly adding 
an essay to the multiple choice 
test, solutions have not been 
forthcoming.  “It’s critical that 
our city’s specialized high 
schools reflect the diversity of 
our city,” the chancellor said 
in response to the released sta-
tistics. “We continue to review 
a variety of ideas to increase 
diversity at our specialized 
high schools such as increas-
ing access to the SHSAT.”

Test prep is a point of con-
tention for test opponents, 
noting that wealthy families 
especially can “game” the pro-
cess by paying for test prep 
to give their children an edge 
over their peers.  Yet a signifi-
cant percentage of students 
at Stuyvesant are eligible for 
free school lunches due to 
household income, weakening 

the argument that only those 
who can afford paid test prep 
can make it to the city’s top 
school. Students enrolled in 
DREAM, a free prep program 
operated and staffed by the 
DOE, boasts a 46EiE percent 
acceptance rate to specialized 
high schools.

Speaking at an event at 
Harvard’s Graduate School of 
Education earlier this month, 
Farina suggested an expansion 
of the DREAM program as an 
immediate solution to correct 
the disparity in acceptance 
rates.  The Research Alliance 
report identifies “high achiev-
ing girls, Latinos, and low-in-
come students” are less likely 
to take the exam or accept of-
fers to go to these schools and 
recommends interventions 
to ensure that these students 
take the SHSAT.

The Research Alliance re-
port can be viewed at this link: 
http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/
research_alliance/publica-
tions/pathways_to_an_elite_
education

COLUMNS

Legalizing basement apartments poses problems

Latest elite HS test admits same ethnic mix

New Voices
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BY TOM MOMBERG

 Queens Borough President Melinda 
Katz is looking to appoint two members 
to each of the borough’s seven Commu-
nity Education Councils, to serve from 
July 2015 through June 2017.

 Each 12-member CEC coordinates 
parent involvement and plays an es-
sential role in shaping superlocal edu-
cation policies for city public schools. 
As education policy advisory bodies, 
CECs review and evaluate their dis-
trict’s programming, approve zoning 
lines and host public hearings.

 Members serve CECs on a volunteer 
basis and must live in, own or operate 
a business in the community school 
district in which they are appointed.

 “As a mom of two boys, I can attest 

firsthand to the impact that parental 
and community involvement has on 
our education system,” Katz said in a 
statement. 

“Queens parents are certainly some 
of the most active, vocal and effective 
in the city, and the difference is clear. 
The nexus of collaboration between 
families, educators and surrounding 
community is the key to success of our 
schools, and we urge folks to apply.”

 Katz is looking for applications 
from either qualified individuals with 
experience in education or any educa-
tion-minded individuals. Applications 
must be submitted to the borough of-
fice via mail, email or in person by 
Thursday, April 30. Forms are avail-
able online at www.queensbp.org/pol-
icy/education.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Four public schools from School 
District 31 gathered together to receive 
$503,000 from a technology grant ar-
ranged through Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) last week at PS 
270 in Laurelton.  

“I cannot emphasize enough the im-
portance of a sound education,” Rich-
ards said. “In today’s economy, those 
without access to the right educational 
tools will be left behind.” 

Students, teachers and principals 
from PS 195 in Rosedale, PS/IS 270 and 
PS 156 in Laurelton,  and PS/MS 138 in 
Rosedale met in the auditorium of PS 
270 for the March 4 event with Rich-
ards. 

The funding was made available 
through the Nelson Mandela Technol-
ogy Grant, created in memory of the 
late South African president and civil 
rights leader who often spoke about the 
power of education.  

“The Nelson Mandela Technology 
Grant provides me with an opportuni-
ty to invest in students of the 31st Dis-
trict, bridge the access gap and create 
schools and graduates that are compet-
itive and prepared for the challenges 
that may lie ahead,” Richards said. 

Emphasizing the rapid pace of de-
veloping technology, students shared 
with the council member the impor-
tance of access to a reliable Internet 
connection to make the most of their 
experience in the classroom. 

Students as young as the third-grad-
ers spoke enthusiastically about their 
experience with computer coding like 
HTML (Hypertext Markup Language) 
and their growing interest in math and 
sciences. 

Principal Beryl Bailey from PS 195 
will utilize the funding from the grant 
for a new computer lab as well as in-
stalling SMART boards in classrooms 
as needed. Bailey would also like to a 
start a coding class next year, 

Richards encouraged students and 
teachers in attendance to make the 
most of the educational tools provided 
through the grant and to work hard to 
become future leaders, particularly in 
the technology sector.

Principals, teachers, and student accept a 
$503,000 check from the Nelson Mandela 
Technology Grant arranged by Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Laurelton).
  Photo courtesy of Councilman 
Richards 

Katz urges Queens parents 
to apply for CEC councils

Four schools get $500k 
from Mandela tech grant  
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By: Gina Martinez

New York City beaches and outdoor 
public pools are usually closed after 
Labor Day, but a new proposed legis-
lation could extend availability for an 
extra month.

The legislation was proposed by 
Councilman Mark Levine (D-Manhat-
tan), chair of the Parks Committee in 
Jan.The bill proposes expanding the 
season until the first day of school and 
on weekends throughout the end of 
September. 

Parks Commissioner Mitchell Sil-
ver told city council members that the 
expansion of the season “is something 
were seriously taking a look at” But 
the expansion wont be cheap. Deputy 
Commissioner Liam Kavanagh said 
“Depending on the scale, it could cost 
as much as $1 million a week.”

Many lifeguards are college stu-
dents and return to school in the begin-
ning of September raising fears that 
beaches and pools will be short staffed. 
Silver acknowledged this, saying “We 
want to make sure we have the person-
nel. A lot of our lifeguards go back to 
school, and we just want to make sure 
we have full coverage.”

Felix Perez, 25 ,has been a lifeguard 
for the NYC parks department for 5 
years. He thinks as far as beaches are 

concerned, the extension isn’t a good 
idea. he said “I don’t think it will be a 

good idea to extend the season for an-
other month after Labor Day because 
by Labor Day the weather has already 
changed, its not as hot as it is in the pre-
vious months.” Perez continued “You 
start to see that there are less people 
coming out to the beaches. A lot of the 
lifeguards are students and by the end 
of August they go back to school leav-
ing some faculties without the num-
bers of lifeguards they might need to 
operate at full service. Also lifeguards 
get tired by the end of the season, our 
job is full of pressure, were constantly 
looking out making sure nobody dies.”

But Lance Johnson, Long Island 
resident, agrees with the proposed bill. 
He said “people are going to be at the 
beach and pools past Labor Day regard-
less, so we need lifeguards to protect 
them. Its a matter of public safety.”

Local outdoor Queens pools like As-
toria and Windmuller pool among oth-
ers would be effected by this decisions 
and of course Rockaway Beach in Far 
Rockaway, Queens. No final decision 
has been made by the Parks Depart-
ment yet, a decision should be reached 
before the season starts. 

The indoor pool at Flushing Meadows Corona Park is one of the newest in the city.   
 Daniel Avila/NYC Parks Dept. 

City may decide to keep summertime rolling
Council bill would leave public swimming pools open on weekends through September
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BY TOM MOMBERG

 Jason Huerta, the commanding of-
ficer of the 111th Precinct Police Pre-
cinct, has finished out his last week in 
Bayside. The deputy inspector is being 
transferred to the Bronx, where he will 
be promoted to inspector.

 Huerta, 44, began leading the 111th 
Precinct, which incorporates Bayside, 
Little Neck, Douglaston and Oakland 
Gardens, in February 2012, after more 
than 20 years of service to the NYPD. 
He was unavailable for comment, but 
the Queens native leaked his goodbye 
in a tweet from the precinct’s official 
Twitter account.

 “With a heavy heart I bid farewell 
to the good people who reside in the 
111th Precinct in Bayside and to our 
great officers ... and to the elected of-
ficials, civic groups and local organi-
zations who help make this commu-
nity special, thank you for three great 
years,” Huerta said via Twitter.

 Deputy Inspector William McBride 
will now lead the precinct as command-
ing officer, according to police sources 
at the precinct. McBride had previous-

ly served in Queens Borough North in 
the 112th Precinct.  NYPD Community 
Affairs officers have not been able to 
confirm McBride as Huerta’s replace-
ment, because he has not yet stepped 
into his new role. 

Reach reporter Tom Momberg by e-
mail at tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY BILL PARRY

The Garden School in Jackson 
Heights has boasted of their academic 
excellence since 1923. Now their debate 
team has given the independent middle 
school something else to be proud of.

The Daniel Webster Society, the 
school’s debate team that was formed 
just three years ago, won their 2nd 
“Team of the Tournament” award this 
year. The Garden School played host to 
the Big Apple Division of the New York 
State Debate League sending three 
teams against some on Manhattan’s 
best private and charter schools.

After seven hours of heated debate, 
three of the Garden speakers placed in 
the top seven in the individual awards. 
In team awards, all three Garden 
teams placed in the top ten.

One Garden School administrator 
said the accomplishment was made 
in “David VS Goliath” fashion. “This 
team was on the younger side,” the 

Garden School’s Director of Outreach 
Jim Gaines said. “Less experienced, 
and due to other demands on their time 
like athletics and robotics team duties, 
couldn’t practice as often as their head 
coach, Richard Kruczek might have 
liked.”

Kruczek, who founded the Daniel 
Webster Society, was impressed with 
his team’s showing. “Garden’s aca-
demic focus ensures that our students 
are encouraged to speak up in class, to 
make presentations and to participate 
in school life through student govern-
ment and athletics,” he said. “We do 
this to build confidence and develop 
their public speaking and teamwork 
abilities because these are 21st Centu-
ry skills that are critical to our gradu-
ate’s success.”

The Daniel Webster Society hopes 
to continue its winning ways in the 
Regional Finals, held next month in 
Tarrytown.

Commanding officer of the NYPD 111th 
Precinct, Jason Huerta, gets promotion to 
Inspector and is transfered to the Bronx. 

Garden School wins debate

Huerta leaves 111th
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Two men from upstate New York 
were sentenced to nine months in pris-
on for animal cruelty as part of their 
roles in a major 2014 cockfighting ring 
that extended into Queens and Brook-
lyn,

state Attorney General Eric Schnei-
derman said.

by Ulster County Court Judge Don-
ald Williams on Friday, March 6, an-
nounced Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman. 

A three-county 2014 raid, dubbed 
“Operation Angry Birds,” resulted in 
the dismantling of a large cockfight-
ing ring reaching from Ulster County 
to Woodhaven and Brooklyn, accord-
ing to the AG. 

“Cockfighting is a cruel, abusive 
and barbaric practice. It tortures ani-
mals, endangers the health and safety 
of our communities and is known to 
facilitate other crimes,” Attorney Gen-
eral Schneiderman said. 

Manuel Cruz and his nephew, Jesus 
Cruz Mendez, 37, sentenced by Ulster 
County Judge Donald Williams last 
Friday for raising the roosters that 
were used in the cockfighting, Schnei-
derman said.

In the first bust, Orlando Bautista, 
51, from Woodhaven, who pleaded 

guilty last year in April, was among 
the six arrested in 2014 when authori-
ties raided 74-26 Jamaica Ave., where 
prosecutors said more than 70 people  
had gathered to watch cocks fight to 
the death. The American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
recovered almost 4,000 birds at the up-

state farm owned by the Cruzes. For 
years, roosters bred and trained at this 
farm were transported to cockfighting 
events in Woodhaven, the AG said. 

“Our primary goal was to immedi-
ately remove these birds from a cycle 
of violence and suffering,” said Stacy 
Wolf, senior vice president of the AS-

PCA’s Anti-Cruelty Group. 
Cockfighting paraphernalia was 

discovered at the Queens property, in-
cluding artificial spurs, candle wax, 
medical adhesive tape, and syringes 
used to inject performance enhancing 
drugs to strengthen the roosters’ fight-
ing ability. At both raids, the ASPCA 
assisted authorities by identifying and 
documenting evidence with state-of-
the-art forensics tools.

In cockfighting cases, birds com-
monly suffer punctured lungs, broken 
bones and pierced eyes. These injuries 
are often the result of knives and dag-
ger-like devices, attached to the birds 
to maximize injury. It is also common 
for fighting birds to be injected with 
or fed various drugs to enhance their 
performance. 

Cockfighting is illegal in all 50 
states. In New York, cockfighting and 
possession of a fighting bird at a cock-
fighting location are felonies, with each 
charge carrying a maximum penalty 
of four years in jail and a maximum 
fine of $25,000. Additionally, attending 
a cockfight is a misdemeanor, with a 
possible sentence of up to one year in 
jail and a $1,000 fine.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546

The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals assisted federal authori-
ties and New York's Attorney General's office in a cock-fighting ring raid in Woodhaven in 
February 2014.      Courtesy of ASPCA

Woodhaven rooster ring farmers sent to jail

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

“We chose Calvary because of its excellent care.
It was truly our family’s emissary from G-d.”

the blessed doctors and nurses 

– Sara B.
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BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) said de-
velopers need to respect 
the zoning status of two 
properties in Whitestone 
that have not been devel-
oped. 

Two sites in Whites-
tone — one at 151-45 6th 
Road, the other at 150-33 
6th Ave. — are specifical-
ly zoned for 52 detached 
single-family homes. 

Avella said the prop-
erty at 151-45 6th Road, 
which is on the water-
front near the intersec-
tion of 151st Place and 
6th Road, underwent a 
Uniform Land Use Re-
view Procedure, which 
resulted in the site be-
ing designated for the 
52 homes. The Bayrock 
Group was initially sup-
posed to build on the 
site. 

“We thought that was 
a great achievement for 
the community because 
it really sort of kept into 
context that large site,” 
Avella said. 

But he said the site 
may have a new owner 
and stressed that the site 
only be used for those 
homes.

“I just want to make 
sure that the new owner 
understands that the 

community will not tol-
erate anything other 
than those 52 detached 
homes,” he said. 

The other property, a 
six-acre lot at 150-33 6th 
Ave., the former Whites-
tone Jewels site, has an 
R2 zoning, meaning that 
only one-family detached 
homes can be built on it. 

The School Construc-
tion Authority had previ-
ously sought to build a 
high school on the site. 

Neighbors noticed 
SCA officials surveying 
the site in fall 2013, lead-
ing to opposition and a 
protest led by City Coun-
cilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside), who was a 
candidate at the time. 
The plan was eventually 
nixed in May 2014 as the 
SCA determined the area 
did not have adequate in-
frastructure or transpor-
tation to support a high 
school.

Avella said the bank 
foreclosed on the prop-
erty and that it is sched-
uled to go to auction. He 
warned developers who 
end up overpaying for 
properties and need to 
then increase the den-
sity. 

“I’m just letting any 
developer who might bid 
on that property be fore-
warned,” he said. 

Whitestone sites 
face development
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The cockpit crew from Delta flight 
1086 that skidded off the runway at La-
Guardia airport March 5 told investiga-
tors from the National Transportation 
Safety Board that they had difficulty 
with the brakes during landing when 
the runway was covered with snow. 

The NTSB interviewed the flight 
crew on Saturday in Atlanta, Ga. The 
crew said they decided to land based on 
“good” braking action reports received 
from air traffic control but the runway 
appeared all white moments before 
landing, according to a preliminary in-
vestigation report from the NTSB.  The 
automatic spoilers did not deploy, but 
the first officer quickly deployed them 
manually; the auto brakes were set to 
‘max’ but that the pilots did not sense 
any wheel brake deceleration; and the 
captain reported that he was unable to 
prevent the airplane from drifting left, 
the report said.

“We don’t like to speculate in in-
vestigations. We are going to let the 
facts drive us to the right conclusion,” 
said Kelly Nantell, spokeswoman for 
the National Transportation Safety 
Board., which conducts accident inves-
tigations. 

Investigation procedures include 
detailed photographs of the incident, 
the cockpit voice recorder, before 
take-off ground reports, flight data re-
corder, engineering reports, passenger 
testimoney, as well as testimony from 
the pilot and inflight crew, according 
to the NTSB. 

The cockpit voice recorder was 
downloaded and contains two hours of 

good quality recordings and captured 
the entire flight. The flight date re-
corder, also downloaded, is a 25 hour 
tape-based recorder which captured 
information on flight data such as air-
speed, altitude, heading\ and informa-
tion on engines and flight controls.

An NTSB air traffic control spe-
cialist found that three minutes prior 
to Delta flight 1086 landing air traffic 
controllers relayed the braking action 
reports to the flight crew of 1086, which 
were based on pilot reports from two 
other flights that landed several min-
utes prior to flight 1086. Both earlier 
flights reported the breaking action on 
the runway as “good.”

During a news conference on the 
day of the incident, Port Authority 
spokesman Pat Foye said the “runway 
had been plowed minutes before” the 
crash and two planes had landed safely 
several minutes beforehand. The pas-
sengers slid down the plane’s emergen-
cy slides, then were put on a shuttle bus 
and taken to the Delta terminal, where 
they were checked out by paramedics, 
a Port Authority source said. 

All 125 passengers and five crew 
members were taken off plane and mi-
nor injuries of over a dozen passengers 
were reported to the Port Authority. 
Multiple emergency rescue crews were 
on the scene. 

The Delta Airline flight 1086, which 
originated in Atlanta, used a McDon-
nell-Douglas MD-88 twin-engine air-
craft that can seat 149 passengers.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

A Delta Airlines passenger is being taken into an emergency vehicle after the inbound flight 
skidded off Runway 13 and almost took a nose dive into Flushing Bay at LaGuardia Airport.  
 Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Pilots blame brakes,
snow in LGA jet skid

Image is a model portraying an actual member of the World Trade Center Health Program.
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BY TOM MOMBERG

 Judith Chin, of Little Neck, will 
join the Queens Judicial District 11 in 
April as the first Asian American se-
lected to serve on the state Board of Re-
gents in its over 230-year history.

 State Assemblyman Edward Braun-
stein (D-Bayside) had nominated the 
career educator and announced her 
selection of Chin Tuesday. 

 New York state is divided into 13 
judicial districts and each one has its 
own regent.  New York City has five re-
gents, or one for each county.

 “Ms. Chin, a product of the New 
York City school system, has received 
numerous awards in recognition of 
the work she has done on behalf of our 
schoolchildren,” Braunstein said in a 
statement. “She is undoubtedly a qual-

ified candidate and I am confident that 
she will be an exemplary regent.”

 A first-generation Chinese-Ameri-
can, Chin started her career as a teach-
er in East Harlem in 1972, after which 
she taught in Crown Heights and 
joined administrative teams in Chi-
natown and Chelsea schools, later to 
be a supervising superintendent. She 
is currently a program director of the 
Reading and Writing Workshop at Co-
lumbia University’s Teachers’ College, 
where she will finish out the month. 

 Chin is also a strong critic of state 
Common Core Standards as well as 
New York’s testing and teacher evalu-
ation policies, which regents play a 
large hand in implementing.

 Chin will be replacing Regent Ger-
aldine Chapey, who voluntarily re-
signed in 2014.

BY MADINA TOURE
 
A senior at St. Francis Prep died fol-

lowing a car accident Friday night in-
volving four other seniors, the school’s 
principal said. 

Justin McClymont, a senior at St. 
Francis Prep at 61-00 Francis Lewis 
Blvd. in Fresh Meadows, attended In-
ternational Night at the school Friday 
night where ethnic clubs got together 
for a celebration of food, dance and mu-
sic, according to Patrick Mclaughlin, 
the school’s principal. 

McClymont left the school with four 
other seniors and they got into a car 
accident on Northern State Parkway 
in Nassau County at about 11 p.m. that 
night, Mclaughlin said. 

McClymont died, while two of the 
other seniors were seriously injured, 
according to a statement posted by the 
school on its website.

A transfer student who came to the 
school during his sophomore year, Mc-
Clymont was involved in the school’s 
ethnic clubs, enjoyed basketball and 
took an interest in art, having signed 
up for art classes to fulfill the school’s 
elective requirement.

“He was having a typical senior 
year as any of our seniors would be 
and he was in the middle of the college 
selection process and it was certainly 
unfortunate and tragic,” Mclaughlin 
said. “The school is grieving.”

The school announced McCly-
mont’s death to the student body early 
Monday morning and held at prayer 

service at Jmontabout 9:30 a.m. in the 
auditorium for the senior class. 

Father Bill Sweeney said a prayer 
and Mclaughlin addressed the stu-
dents. McClymont’s parents were also 
present at the service. 

Mclaughlin said Monday was 
a “very, very difficult day” for the 
school.

“Now we’re moving toward remem-
brance and hope as we move forward 
to the future and the one thing that 
gets us through situations like this is 
we have the ability to include prayer in 
everything we do,” he said.

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT
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Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, notice 
is hereby given that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") of the City of 
New York ("City") has proposed an amendment to the terms of the sale of the following City-owned 
property (collectively, "Disposition Area") in the Borough of Queens:  

�
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����������������136-50 37
th
 Avenue� � � 4978/20 (formerly p/o Lot 25) 

  

Under HPD's Low Income Program, sponsors purchase City-owned land or vacant buildings and con-
struct or rehabilitate multifamily buildings in order to create affordable rental housing.  Construction and 
permanent financing is provided through loans from private institutional lenders and from public sources 
including HPD, the New York City Housing Development Corporation, the State of New York, and the 
federal government.  Additional funding may also be provided from the syndication of low-income hous-
ing tax credits.  The newly constructed or rehabilitated buildings provide rental housing to low-income 
families. Subject to project underwriting, up to 20% of the units may be rented to formerly homeless 
families. 
 
This submission is a proposed amendment (“Amended Project”) to a project previously approved by the 
Mayor on December 6, 2011 (Cal. No.8) (“Approved Project”).  Pursuant to the Approved Project, the City 
sold the Disposition Area to Macedonia Housing Development Fund Corporation ("Sponsor") for the 
nominal price of one dollar per tax lot.  Under the terms of the Approved Project, Sponsor was required to 
construct one building containing 142 rental dwelling units plus one unit for a superintendent, 
approximately 6,287 square feet of commercial space, and 2,767 square feet of community facility space 
on the Disposition Area, and to develop approximately 20,000 square feet of the Disposition Area as 
open space. At the time of the disposition, the City and Sponsor entered into a Land Disposition 
Agreement (“LDA”) dated April 27, 2012 that described the Approved Project as one building containing 
140 dwelling units, 7,293 square feet of commercial space, and 5,828 square feet of community facility space.   
 
Sponsor has constructed a building with 142 dwelling units plus one unit for a superintendent, and 8,820 
square feet of non-residential space that is proposed to be used entirely for retail purposes.  The tenant 
who Sponsor expected to lease space for community facility use decided not to rent the space, and there 
was a lack of demand for the space from other community facility service providers.  Under the Amended 
Project, the total non-residential space is reduced from 13,121 square feet to 8,820 square feet, the 
requirement to use a portion of the building as a community facility is eliminated and the amount of com-
mercial space is increased from 7,293 square feet to 8,820 square feet.  All other terms of the project 
remain unchanged. 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on March 25, 2015, at Second Floor 
Conference Room, 22 Reade Street, Manhattan at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may 
be reached on the calendar, at which time and place those wishing to be heard will be given an 
opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed sale of the Disposition Area pursuant to Section 
695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter. 
 
Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office of Contract Services, 
Public Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York 10007, (212) 788-7490, no later 
than five (5) business days prior to the public hearing.  TDD users should call Verizon relay services. 
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Prostate Cancer: 
Know Your Options for Screening and Treatment

Clearly, prostate cancer can be a dangerous disease.  
Yet there are conflicting reports about prostate cancer 
and the prostate-specific antigen blood test, also  
known as the PSA screening test:

• Is PSA a good screening test or not?
• At what age should PSA screening begin, and stop?
•  If a man is diagnosed with prostate cancer, what  

treatment is really best?
•  Is prostate cancer even dangerous enough to warrant  

treatment at all?
•  If treatment is selected, what will be the urinary  

and sexual side effects?
 

At the Smith Institute for Urology, our multidisciplinary 
team of urologists, medical oncologists, radiation  
medicine specialists and genitourinary pathologists  
can answer those questions. We offer virtually all 
options for prostate cancer diagnosis, and provide 
world-class, tailored care that treats each patient as a 
unique individual.

PSA: One Test Doesn’t Fit All 
Prostate cancer screening is very important for men 
between age 55 and 70, and for younger men at higher 
risk due to family history or ethnicity. However, screening 
with PSA blood tests must go hand-in-hand with the 
type of personalized discussion regarding the pros and  
cons of screening that you will receive at the Smith 
Institute. The institute is at the forefront of prostate 
cancer diagnosis, offering the world’s most accurate 
MRI scanning of the prostate to help detect the prostate 
cancers that are dangerous, and avoiding detection of 
the prostate cancers that are not dangerous and do not 
need aggressive treatment.

Experts Who Consider All Treatment Options 
At the Smith Institute for Urology, you can meet with 
world-renowned surgeons with open, laparoscopic 
and robotic surgical experience and in the same visit 
meet with the nation’s best radiation specialists with 
expertise in all radiation treatments. When treatment 
is needed, all options are discussed so you can make 
the right choice. More importantly, under the care of 
the prostate cancer team at the Smith Institute at least 
one out of four patients diagnosed with prostate cancer 
are placed on active surveillance, meaning they are 
observed closely and don’t require aggressive treatment.

The Right Choice for Prostate Cancer Care 
Making prostate-related health decisions can be tough, 
and the stakes are high. We’re the only comprehensive  
academic urology program on Long Island with the ability 
to manage every aspect of prostate cancer: prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment, recovery and follow-up. This 
makes us uniquely equipped — through cutting-edge treat-
ment and research — to serve the men in our community.

To make an appointment with one of our physicians, call (516) 734-8500. 
For more information, visit NorthShoreLIJ.com/Smith

Prostate cancer is the most common cancer in American men — but also has a very high survival rate.  
Lee Richstone, MD, a urologist at the Arthur Smith Institute for Urology, part of North Shore-LIJ Health System, 
discusses what you need to know about this condition. 

Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org



TIMESLEDGER, MAR. 13–19, 201526    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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Chu and Li Huahong, along with Wan 
Hongjuan, Zhu Zirou and other associ-
ates, according to the lawsuit.

The campaign also included incite-
ment and instigation of attacks by Chu 
and Li through their own statements 
and the materials the alliance’s sup-
porters distribute daily under their 
direction, the lawsuit said. 

The group is seeking injunctive re-
lief based on testimony and evidence 
provided at the trial as well as compen-
satory, punitive and statutory damag-
es. They also want a jury trial. 

The lawsuit notes three key inci-
dents of violence and intimidation di-
rected against the Falun Gong commu-
nity in Flushing in 2008, three in 2009 
and four in 2011, compared to more 

than 10 incidents in 2014 and three in 
2015. 

The attorney representing the 
practitioners, Terri Marsh, executive 
director and senior litigation partner 
of the Human Rights Law Foundation, 
said the case is about the constitu-
tional rights of American citizens and 
residents. 

“It is more particularly about the 
rights of a religious minority to prac-
tice their religion freely and peaceful-
ly without concerns about ongoing acts 
of violence, death threats and other 
forms of intimidation,” Marsh said in 
a statement. 

“It is, of course, also about the con-
stitutional rights of a specific religious 
minority, Falun Gong, i.e., to practice 
religious beliefs freely and peacefully 
without violent forms of interference,” 
Marsh continued.

The alliance has 21 days after re-
ceipt of service to file an answer or a 
motion to dismiss. 

The US Army presented 

awards to Assistant 

Principal Steve Giusto, 

and teacher Mike 

Ouellette, for their 

work as educators that 

follow the Army’s Core 

Values. They include 

loyalty, duty, respect, 

selfless service, honor, 

integrity and personal 

courage. Senior, 

Alicia Torres, was also 

singled out amongst 

students who represent 

the Army’s Core Values.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 

Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 

New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. 

The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 

Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, 

Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 

Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

CK Assistant Principal, Teacher & Student  
Awarded Army Core Value Award

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 
in the credit reporting agencies to 
serve as the de facto watchdogs of the 
credit market in this country and in 
New York state. To put it simply, the 
current system was failing.” 

Experian, Equifax, and Tran-
sUnion, the leading credit reporting 
agencies, which keep over 200 million 

reports on individuals, agreed to im-
prove credit report accuracy, increase 
the fairness and efficacy of the proce-
dures for resolving consumer credit 
disputes and protect consumers from 
unfair harm to their credit histories 
due to medical debt, according to Sch-
neiderman’s office.

The agreement will also launch a 
vast consumer education campaign 
in New York on television, radio, print 
media, and online over a three-year 
period. 

Continued from Page 7 

Parking

Continued from Page 7 

Falun Gong

immediately hold public community 
forums on their plans for the long-de-
layed Rockaway Reformulation Study. 
In the 2 1/2 years since the storm, they 
say, the Army Corps of Engineers 
has not held any public meetings on a 
study that addresses the need for fu-
ture waterfront protection from mas-
sive storms.

In the Sandy Supplemental Appro-
priation of 2013, Schumer secured full 
federal funding to complete the Refor-
mulation Study that will ultimately 
determine the solution for long-term 

erosion control and coastal protection 
projects.

“Rockaway residents, many of whom 
are still feeling the devastating impact 
of Superstorm Sandy, deserve to know 
the full details of this federally funded 
Reformulation Study,” Schumer said. 
“Public forums will allow residents 
to voice their concerns and also allow 
residents to ask important questions 
that affect their future.”

It’s the type of political leadership 
Rockaway residents are looking for. 

“Schumer has always been pushing 
to help us move on from the storm,” El-
lis said. “Clearly the community needs 
the clarity and closure that this docu-
ment can provide.”

The band from the Chinese Anti-Cult World Alliance, which is being sued by the Falun Gong 
religious sect, drums up support in this year's Lunar New Year parade in Flushing.   
 Photo by Michael Shain 

Continued from Page 7 

Parade
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 BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Off the ever-busy streets 
of downtown Jamaica, tucked 
away on the second floor of a 
building, is N’dis Skin Care 
and Hair Salon. 

Entering the salon is a ex-
perience in itself. The bits of 
serene, bamboo green hue nes-
tled in the tiles and walls and 
large windows overlooking 
the streets are an oasis of calm 
from the hustle and bustle of 
Jamaica Avenue. 

Ndidi Utti, the owner N’dis 
Skin Care and Hair Salon, has 
been in the beauty business 
for more than a dozen years. A 
couple of years ago, she moved 
her location from Merrick 
Boulevard to 162nd Street. 

Utti, a single mother of 
three, was born and raised in 
Lagos, Nigeria. Beauty was 
something she cared for but 
didn’t pursue as a career until 
after her corporate accounting 
job became mundane. 

“I didn’t enjoy what I did 
as an accountant even though 
I worked in a nice corporate 
setting. I wanted to work for 
myself. I went to a spa and I 
became fascinated. I would go 
after work to observe to see if I 
really liked it and  eventually I 
decided to get my training and 
certification,” said Utti. 

N’dis Skin Care and Hair 
Salon provides a wide range of 
services from facials, micro-
dermabrasion, chemical peel, 
laser hair removal, massage, 
waxing, cosmetic tooth whit-

ening and permanent makeup. 
The salon services include 
hair weaves, hair extension, 
hair fusion, hair coloring, col-
or treatments, hair washing 
and styling, relaxers, keratin 
treatments and braiding. 

“All kinds of women come 
here, from all cultures and 
ethnic backgrounds, older and 
younger clientele, different 
skin types — beauty is pretty 
much international,” said 
Utti.  

Utti uses the latest tech-
nological innovations in skin 
care to treat acne, open pores, 
eczema, oiliness and hyper-
pigmentation. 

“I am very good with skin-
care. I used to have acne when 
in college and I wanted to learn 
more about treating your skin 
well,” said Utti. “I am can treat 
most skin problems that do not 
require dermatological medi-
cation, like psoriasis. But in 
terms of acne, I can treat all 

types of acne.”
Her most popular servic-

es are permanent makeup, 
chemical peels and micro-
dermabrasion. 

“When it comes to perma-
nent makeup, I can do any 
skin. When it comes to skin-
care, I focus more on acne and 
dark spots,” said Utti. 

Utti joined the Jamaica 
Center Business Improvement 
District in 2012 after her move 
to 162nd Street.

“Sometimes, there are peo-
ple who are at the airport, they 
are traveling from one coun-
try to another or one city to 
another, and they have hours 
to kill. They will Google me 
and because we are highly rat-
ed on the Internet, they come 
here. They come to get their 
hair washed, styled or cut and 
then they go on to London or 
California,” Utti said.  

She has natural lotions and 
soaps for different skin types 
created through a third party 
exclusive to her salon. 

“I am happy when I see a 
satisfied customer, someone 
that I have actually helped. 
Something little I do on cli-
ents sometimes changes their 
whole attitude or the way they 
look at themselves,” she said, 
describing the satisfaction 
and realities of having her 
own business. “Just be patient 
and focused because business 
takes time to grow.”

 “Take care of yourself from 
inside, because what you put 
in is what comes out,” said Utti 
as general skin care advice.  

N’dis Skincare and Hair 
Salon is located on 89-74 162nd 
St. near Jamaica Avenue, (718) 
558-5953, and ndisskincare.
com.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

 Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com
Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer

When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 
word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 

president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.

When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 

Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Ndidi Utti, the owner of N’dis Skin Care and Hair Salon, tattoos one of her clients with permanent makeup. That’s 
just one of the many services she offers in her business in downtown Jamaica.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Working to keep Jamaica beautiful
N’dis Skin Care and Hair Salon owner Ndidi Utti went from bookkeeping to brow shaping
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NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
TODAY THERE’S A NEW CHOICE.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE  

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete,
the CHOICE health plan that combines
all the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid 
in a single plan. It’s the most comprehensive 
plan VNSNY has ever offered. It provides 
all the services and support you need to 
live safely and independently at home – 
and stay out of a nursing home – 
at zero cost to you.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

H8490_AD_NHv2 Approved 12152014

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
������
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

VNSNY CHOICEFIDA Complete(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health planthat combines Medicare and Medicaid benefi ts for people who need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York
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MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 
AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

DON’T GIVE UP

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Kia Rondo, 69k 5U3219 $5,495
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2006 Chrysler Pacifica, 97k 12632 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $5,995
 2010 Ford Focus, 73k 11853 $6,595
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k 8314 $6,995

YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2005 Infiniti G-35, 125k 10471 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,900
'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will 
be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle 
must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ̂ ^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.
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path toprom
Follow the 

Use our checklist to help prepare 
for the biggest dance of the year

IDEAS FOR PARTIES | PROMS | SWEET 16s | WEDDINGS | & MORE

Flowerpower
Learn all about corsages

Smokin’
Make your eyes look 
smoldering hot

Party
&Prom
GUIDE | 2015

Photo courtesy of Jovani Fashions
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PROM TIMELINEA GIRL’S

BY M. FORLENZA

P lanning for the prom can be 
stressful. Between getting the 
best rate for a limousine, decid-

ing which after-prom to attend and sav-
ing money to do it all, you’ll need ad-
vice on how to make it all work. We’ve 
put together a simple time line with re-
minders and suggestions for tasks you 
may not even be aware of. We hope this 
puts you on a path to a successful prom 
night, minus the stress!

3 months before the prom
■ Scour fashion magazines for dress 

inspiration! Tear out pages that ex-
cite you and gather them in a folder. 
Whether it’s the style or color you 
love in the photograph, at least 
you’re narrowing down options.

■ Ask friends who might be inter-
ested in sharing a ride. Keep a run-
ning list of confi rmations.

■ Start calling limousine companies 

to inquire about rates and availabil-
ity. Keep a list of “possibilities.”

■ Pay attention to your favorite celeb-
rities for hair styles you love. Clip 
pictures from magazines.

■ If you have an after-school job, con-
sider picking up more hours if you 
can.  Jobless? Get out there and 
submit some applications. It’ll be 
helpful when saving money for the 
big night.

■ Create a budget. Try to stick with 
it.

2 months before the prom
■ Hit the stores with your dress in-

spiration folder. Try on as many 
dresses as you can. Start to nar-
row down to your top-fi ve choices. 
Bring friends and family for opin-
ions if necessary.

■ Gather up after-prom party op-
tions. Call companies and see what 
incentives they offer for bringing 

a group.  Share information with 
friends and pick your favorite so 
you can budget accordingly!

■ Collect a down payment from 
friends who will be sharing a ride 
with you. At this point you should 
be seriously considering at least 
one company you felt offered a good 
deal. Place a down payment on your 
ride of choice.

■ Price out some hair stylist options 
if you are getting your hair done 
professionally. If not, start trialing 
hair styles yourself and keep notes 
of which product(s) worked best.

■ Update your budget if necessary. 
Don’t forget to add in the ticket to 
your prom. Ask around at school 
to fi nd out what the cost per person 
will be.

■ Work, work and work some more 
to save money! Ask family and 
friends if they have any opportu-
nities for you to make some extra 

money — babysitting, dog walking, 
anything!

1 month before the prom
■ If you haven’t purchased your 

dream dress — do it now! Arrange 
for alterations if needed.

■ Start shopping for accessories: 
bag, shoes, and jewelry. Consider 
borrowing items from family and 
friends to save some money!

■ Schedule all beauty appointments 
— hair,  nails, and teeth whiten-
ing. Remember to schedule early 
appointments as to not get behind 
schedule on the big day.

■ Hopefully you started paying for 
after-prom tickets already and 
are knee-deep in payments from 
friends. Keep the momentum going 
and place a deadline to encourage 
commitments.

■ Continue paying for your transpor-

Check off the boxes as you prepare for the biggest dance of the year

Continued  on page 34
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SERVING NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY

Cadillac Escalade
2015

Hummer H2

Party Bus

Infi nity
with Jet Door

New Chrysler 300
with Jet Door

Pink H3 Hummer
with Jet Door

with Pink Interior

50 Passenger
Limo Bus

545-4667



34    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, MAR. 13-19, 2015 BT FT TL

tation, fi nish up the payments if 
possible.

■ Purchase prom dinner ticket at 
school.

3 weeks before the prom
■ Do a trial run of the dress, shoes, 

purse, hair and make-up to see if 
the look is everything you’d hoped 
for.

■ Check in with your date. Discuss 
any seating arrangements or trans-
portation dilemmas that you need 
help working out.

■ Finish up after-prom ticket pur-
chases!

2 weeks before the prom
■ Start wearing your shoes around 

the house to break them in.
■ Exfoliate in the shower with a good 

body scrub and loofah. Your skin 
will glow just a bit more in photo-
graphs!

■ Give up snacks for the next two 
weeks. You’ll be surprised what a 
difference it will make. Drink lots 
of water instead!

1 week before the prom
■ Try on the dress and accessories 

again — this is your last chance for 
changes!

■ Call to confi rm all beauty appoint-
ments.

■ Do a little “at home” facial with 
some friends. Use products you’ve 
used before but relax a bit with a 

mask to cleanse your pores.
■ Get your camera in order — does it 

work?  Consider borrowing one if 
yours is not up to par.

■ Place the order for your date’s bou-
tonniere. Select a color that com-
plements your dress. 

1 day before the prom
■ Charge camera and cellphone
■ Pack your purse with necessities 

(gum, lipstick, ID, extra cash, cell-
phone and tickets to the prom and 
after-prom)

■ Pick up your date’s boutonniere 

and keep refrigerated.
■ Have an “in-house” spa evening. 

Pamper yourself a bit with a mask, 
relaxing music and lotion. Be sure 
to only use products you’ve used 
before to decrease the risk of any 
breakouts or allergic reactions.

■ Go to sleep EARLY! You want to be 
well rested and look your best for 
tomorrow!

Prom day
■ Get up early and do some light 

stretching exercises to get your 
blood pumping.

■ Wear a button down shirt to get 
your hair done so you won’t have 
any issues while changing into 
your dress.

■ Call your limousine company to 
confi rm the arrival time and pick 
up location.

■ Drink lots of water. All the running 
around will dehydrate and tire you 
out.

■ Check in with friends to ensure 
they are on schedule as well.

■ Relax! You’ve got everything cov-
ered. Now go dance, take pictures, 
laugh with friends and enjoy!

BY NATALIE HENRY

P ut down the face paint! Achiev-
ing the perfect smoky eye is eas-
ier than you think. Professional 

makeup artist Jenniva Saunders gives 
us easy step-by-step instruc-
tions that will give you a fl aw-
less look without leaving the 
bedroom mirror.

Before you start, make 
sure you have three colors 

— a light (like white), medium (silver 
or gray), and dark (charcoal) shade. 
Then prime the eye with eye shadow 
primer.

Apply the medium color all over 
your eye from your brow bone down 

to your eyelid. 
Apply the darker color into the 

crease and the outer corner of the 
eye with a blending brush. Make 
sure to use a blending brush or else 
it will look like you have a black 
eye — and don’t even think about 
using fi ngers, ladies!

Using the blending brush, 
highlight by stroking the light 
color directly underneath the 
brow.

Add black liquid or gel liner 
to your upper lash line, above 
the lashes. Then use a black eye-
liner pencil for the inside rim of 
the bottom of your eye.

Top it off with your favorite 
mascara and you’re done!

Smokin’
Make your eyes look smoldering hot!
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Continued from page 32



TIMESLEDGER, MAR. 13-19, 2015 35  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

The Best Banquet Hall for all your

Cherished Celebrations
Award Winning Food   Breathtaking Views   Impeccable Service

Sweet Sixteens, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, Confirmations, Christenings, 
Anniversaries, Bridal Parties, Baby Showers and of course, Weddings

 *****

 *****
 *****

 *****

“The place is amazing!“

“The view from the Grand Ballroom was 
breathtaking and the atmosphere could not 

have been more elegant.”

“Beautiful venue to hold any kind of 
event with spectacular views of 

Queens and Manhattan”

“Our daughters Sweet 16 was a very special 
night, Terrace on the Park is not only about 
the location and the stunning skyline view, 
is about the amazing staff that works there.  

Everything was perfect!”

Voted Best Catering Hall

Call us at 718-592-5000, 7 Days a Week     Terraceonthepark.com 
Info@terraceonthepark.com  5211 111th Street, Flushing Meadows Park, Queens NY 11368
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P rom attire consists of wearing 
gowns and tuxedos in the style of 
the season. Promgoers pore over 

their wardrobe so they will look their 
best when heading out for their big 
night — a party celebrating the cul-
mination of their high-school careers. 
One tradition of prom that continues 
today is the presentation of a corsage 
to the female attendant.

Corsages have been part of for-
mal wear for centuries. Originally, 
a corsage was considered to be a 
small grouping of fl owers worn on 
the center bodice of a dress. It is de-
rived from the French term “bou-
quet de corsage,” which translates 
to bouquet of the bodice. Corsages 
were commonly worn to weddings 
because, in ancient times, it was 
believed that the fl owers and herbs 
placed in the corsage were essential 
to warding off evil spirits. Corsages 
were worn by special participants in 
these ceremonies.

In the 20th century, corsages 
evolved into something that served 
as a gift for women attending special 
social dances, like their high-school 
proms. The corsage worn in this man-
ner was part of the courting process. 
The gentleman would show respect to 
his date’s parents, including bringing 
fl owers or a gift. The gentleman would 
then take a fl ower out of the bouquet 
and present it to his date and attach it 
to her dress.

As prom dresses evolved to fea-
ture spaghetti straps or no straps at 
all, pinning the corsage to the dress 

bodice was no longer practical. There-
fore, corsages soon morphed into 
small bouquets that were attached to 
an elastic band. The result was some-
thing that could be worn around the 
wrist. Nowadays, there are various 
styles of corsages that can be worn at 
the waist and even in the hair.

Although it is customary to pur-
chase a corsage, gentlemen who are 
looking to save a little money can 
construct one on their own. With fl o-
ral tape and a few rosebuds, a corsage 
can be put together at a relatively 
low cost. For dates who are allergic 
to fl oral corsages, feathers, beads, 
faux fl owers, or crystals can be sub-
stituted to make a statement and pre-
vent a sneezing fi t.

A gentleman should ask his date 
what color gown she is wearing to co-
ordinate the corsage with the gown. 
However, neutral-colored blooms 
of peach, white, and pink can com-
plement a number of differed hued 
dresses.

Many different fl owers can be used 
in corsages. While roses are typical 
fl owers to show affection and love, 
chrysanthemums, carnations, birds 
of paradise, orchids, and lilies can 
all be used depending on budget and 
style.

Florists are typically busy come 
the spring and summer season with 
orders for weddings, proms, commu-
nions, confi rmations, Mother’s Day, 
and other special events, so it is best 
to order corsages well in advance to 
ensure the order is fi lled on time. 

CORSAGE
The history of the

WE ALSO DO AIRPORT RUNS

www.sergislimo.com

WEDDINGS, PROMS, PRIVATE PARTIES

Serving the Tri-State area for over 15 years

RESERVE 
TODAY!

ANYWHERE,
ANYTIME!
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96-01 JAMAICA AVE, WOODHAVEN, NY 

We have created the ultimate venue 
for the most special of celebrations!

We will assist you every step of the way to create the  
grandest affair, accommodating 100 to 900 guests with the 
utmost personal touch. Woodhaven Manor will help create 
a memorable day that you and your guests will treasure for 

a lifetime. You are invited for a personal tour to view the 
timeless elegance and experience for yourself the beauty and 

grandeur of Woodhaven Manor.

This elegant banquet hall is one of the largest in 

Unsurpassed service in the most elegant surroundings, 

WOODHAVEN MANOR
Caterers & Banquet

FREE CAKE  
worth $500  



38    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, MAR. 13-19, 2015 BT FT TL

“The Name Says it All”
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TIRED OF 
YOUR CAR? 

WE'LL BUY IT 
FROM YOU!**

DON'T MAKE 
YOUR NEXT 
PAYMENT 
UNTIL YOU 

SPEAK TO US!

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
YOUR TAX REFUND!

XXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2006 BMW X3, 128k 11286 $6,995
 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500
 2005 Toyota Highlander, 127k 11850 $7,995
 2007 Toyota Rav4, 128k 11890 $7,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2006 BMW X5, 85k 11851 $9,995
 2006 Toyota Sequoia, 150k 7929 $9,995 
 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995
 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464 $12,995
   MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $8,995
 2006 Jeep Commander, 104k 12357 $8,995
 2006 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 85k J1076 $8,995
 2007 Nissan Pathfinder, 113k 9913 $9,495

AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will 
be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle 
must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ̂ ^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.
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ism or religious intolerance,” 
said Dr. Paul Uppal, secretary 
of the Guru Nanak Darbar of 
Albany. 

The legislation would 
amend the civil-rights law, the 
executive law and the labor 
law in relation to prohibiting 
discrimination against reli-
gious attire, including facial 
hair. 

“An individual should 
never have to choose between 
their place of employment and 
their religious observance,” 
said Weprin.

This bill protects the rights 
of employees against discrimi-
nation for wearing any sort of 
religiously motivated or man-
dated garb or appurtenances, 
including turbans, kippahs, 
hijabs and beards, as long as 
such garb or appearance does 
not interfere with the respon-
sibilities of the position.

“We enthusiastically sup-
port this important bill which 
is calling for equal employ-
ment opportunities for all New 
Yorkers regardless of religious 

attire and facial grooming. 
This religious observance is-
sue confronts many Ortho-
dox Jewish New Yorkers, who 
ought to be protected against 
discrimination at their work-
sites. We strongly urge all 
New York State legislators to 
enable the passage of this vital 
bill,”said Rabbi Israel Rubin, 
regional director of Chabad of 
the Capital District.  

The Bangladeshi-Amer-
icans Annual Lobby Day is 
mainly sponsored by Sena-
tor José Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst).  

“As a fairly new immigrant 
group, my Bangladeshi-Amer-
ican constituents have already  
strengthened and enriched 
our neighborhoods and our 
local economy through their 
contributions and customs,” 
said Peralta.

The Religious Garb bill is 
expected to be put on the cal-
endar in March to be voted on 
later this year.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Continued from Page 9 
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Increased Taxes and Costs + Rent Freeze = Landlords Cannot Repair, 
Improve, Maintain and Preserve Affordable Housing

The de Blasio affordable housing policy hurts poor 
and middle-income families, those most in need of  

affordable housing – as well as landlords of  rent-stabilized 
apartments, the largest providers of  affordable housing.

It’s Time for
New Solutions to 
an Old Problem.

The de Blasio Affordable 
Housing Equation Just 

Doesn’t Add Up.

www.RSANYC.net

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Affordable Housing Policy:
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D
oes the cost of higher education 
scare you? If so, you’re not alone. 
College tuition prices have sky-
rocketed. Over the past 30 years 

average tuition and fees at public four-
year institutions rose by 225 percent, 
according to The College Board. Factor 
in room and board, books and living 
expenses, and it’s becoming increas-

ingly difficult to afford the hefty price 
tag of higher education.

For many, applying for scholarships 
is essential. Valuable scholarship dol-
lars are available to any and all kinds 
of students - artists, athletes, writers, 
mathletes and more. With a little dig-
ging you can find the perfect opportu-
nities for you and your talents. 

Here are five unique scholarships 
examples:

• Stuck at Prom Scholarship Con-
test

Students who enjoy art and fashion 
design, or just happen to be duct tape 
enthusiasts, should enter the annual 
Duck brand Stuck at Prom Scholarship 
Contest. 

With more than $50,000 in scholar-
ship prizes up for grabs, this one-of-a-
kind opportunity emphasizes original-
ity and imagination by challenging 
students to create their own unique 
Duck Tape prom wear. 

Duck brand has a history of “stick-
ing” by students, awarding more than 

Continued on Page 42

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION MARCH 13-19, 2015

Creative fi nancing pays for college

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.

Astoria 
718-726-MATH

Bayside 
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
718-544-MATH

www.mathnasium.com

FREE TRIAL! With ad.
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EDUCATIONEDUCATION

$300,000 in scholarships 
over the last 15 years.

The contest is open 
to high school students 
in the United States and 
Canada attending prom 
in 2015. For more details 
and full contest rules vis-
it StuckatProm.com.

• Common Knowledge 
Scholarship Foundation, 
Inc. Scholarship 

Trivia talent and 
knowledge of random 
facts have probably al-
ways impressed friends, 
but now those skills 
may finally “pay” off 
— college costs, that is. 

Students (and parents, 
too) can simply register 
for one of the Common 
Knowledge Scholarship 
Foundation, Inc. online 
scholarship quizzes. 
Throughout the year, the 
foundation offers quizzes 
that test general knowl-
edge across a variety of 
subjects - music, books, 
movies, etc. - with prize 
amounts ranging from 
$250-$2,500.

These scholarships 
are available to high 
school, undergraduate 
and graduate students in 
the United States. Visit 
cksf.org for full details 
and how to register.

• Tall Clubs Interna-
tional scholarship

It’s a “tall task” to 

enter this scholarship. 
In fact, that’s it - you 
just have to be tall. The 
Tall Clubs International 
Scholarship is available 
to students of above-av-
erage height, who plan 
to start college in the 
fall. Tall Clubs Interna-
tional identifies “above-
average height” as at 
least 5 feet 10 inches tall 
for women and at least 6 
feet 2 inches tall for men. 
Those of elevated stature 
could win a $1,000 prize.

To apply, contact the 
local TCI Member Club 
to request sponsorship 
or visit www.tall.org.

• Create-a-Greeting-
Card Scholarship

Have you ever 
searched for the perfect 

holiday or birthday card 
only to be left unsatis-
fied in the greeting card 
aisle? Now students with 
a knack for finding the 
perfect words or design 
can capture the moment, 
while also creating the 
opportunity to win a 
$10,000 prize. The annual 
Create-A-Greeting-Card 
Scholarship from The 
Gallery Collection not 
only offers funds to the 
winner, but the art photo 
or graphic design piece 
will also be produced 
and sold as a real greet-
ing card.

Greeting card designs 
must be appropriate for 
business and consumer 
use. Visit www.gallery-
collection.com for more 
information.

• Vegetarian Resource 
Group scholarships

If you’re passionate 
about the food you eat, 
you’re already winning 
with a healthy body and 
now you could win schol-
arship dollars, as well.

Every year, the Veg-
etarian Resource Group 
awards $20,000 in schol-
arships to students who 
are active in promoting 
vegetarianism in school 
or the community. If you 
can demonstrate a strong 
commitment to being a 
vegetarian and to mak-
ing the world a better 
place through diet and 
lifestyle, this scholar-
ship is for you. The appli-
cation requires an essay 
that addresses various 

challenges and successes 
experienced as a vegetar-
ian.

The group offers a 
$10,000 scholarship as 
the top prize, and two 
additional $5,000 schol-
arships. Application 
details can be found at 
www.vrg.org.

Ready to get creative 
with your college costs? 
All these original schol-
arships, and more can be 
found on resource sites, 
such as Fastweb.com

If you meet the re-
quirements, it can’t hurt 
to apply. 

Just remember, any 
scholarship helps reduce 
college costs in the long 
run and every little bit 
helps.

Funds
Continued from Page 41

Spring cleaning helps school classrooms, too

T
he start of the spring se-
mester in the classroom 
is a great time for teach-
ers to refresh the room 

so all learning goals can be 
accomplished before the end 
of the year. Sometimes a re-
fresh involves disinfecting ev-
erything to help students stay 
healthy. Perhaps this year’s 
refresh even involves incor-
porating some new decor and 
bright colors. 

This semester, help your 
students stay energized all 
spring long, right up until the 
final bell rings for summer 
break:

• Give the classroom new 
decorations to celebrate the 
upcoming spring events - The 
calendar is full of great edu-
cational moments during the 
winter and spring months. 
From St. Patrick’s Day in 
March to Memorial Day in 
May, you can decorate the 
walls in your classroom with 
educational materials to help 
students look forward to each 
celebration.

Melissa Taylor of the blog 
Imagination Soup recom-
mends you ask parents to help 
you out by bringing in old 
magazine articles celebrat-
ing the different holidays. 
You can find great quotes and 
photos inside to pin on bulle-
tin boards, helping students 
understand each holiday’s im-
portance.

Another idea includes 

posting colorful posters with 
fun facts about each of the hol-
idays or events. These teach-
ing decorations will be a hit 
with the students and aid you 
in presenting the importance 
of events.

• Ask students for decorat-

ing help by assigning them 
educational projects related 
to the time of the year. For 
example, set up a reading cor-
ner of the room and have each 
student create and decorate a 
flower to turn the corner into 
a cozy garden space. Your 

crayons and colored pencils 
are probably well-used from 
the fall semester, so use a re-
ward program to refresh your 
stock. With scissors, glue 
sticks and Scotch tape all re-
stocked, your students won’t 
have any roadblocks to keep 

them from expressing their 
creativity with the classroom 
work you assign.

• Add some cozy factors 
in the classroom to brighten 
the last few months of winter. 
Taylor recommends bringing 
in rugs, pillows and lamps for 
extra warmth to help energize 
the students and make the 
room feel warm and friendly.

• Between the winter 
weather, childhood illnesses 
and glitter that is so prevalent 
during the holiday season, 
your classroom may need help 
getting rid of the germs. Be 
sure to restock all your sup-
plies, like instant hand sani-
tizer and disinfecting wipes. 
Both help you quickly attack 
germs and help your students 
stay healthy throughout the 
year. Make it fun for your stu-
dents with games, like sing-
ing the song, “Row, Row, Row 
Your Boat,” while washing 
hands with soap and water, or 
challenging your students to 
see who can clean their desk-
top the fastest using a wipe.

There are only a few short 
months of school left, which 
means you have limited time 
to help students learn every-
thing they need to so they can 
advance to the next level. If 
energy is falling in the new 
calendar year, do what you 
can with classroom supplies 
and decorations to revive 
them for an awesome class-
room experience

Now is a good time to refresh learning spaces at home and school. 
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222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364

www.qcc.cuny.edu/admissions

Summer Session 2015
Make up, catch up & get ahead on your  
college degree this summer.

S u m m e r  S e s s i o n  
at  

Q ueen sb or o u g h

Session Starts June 2015
Register Today!

Visiting Students Welcome

FREE TRIAL
W

ith ad.

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105

718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH

Offering First Steps  
Program for  

4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.

EDUCATION
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www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

855-782-1680
EAST HILLS CHEVY DOUGLASTON 
240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362

GET OUT OF YOUR GM LEASE EARLY.***

2015 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX
AWD 1LT 

Stk# N15889, Reference# 
34897, Auto, 2.4L V4, 4G LTE 
WiFi, Bluetooth, PW/PL/PM, 
Remote Keyless Entry, Cruise, 
Traction Control, Stabilitrak 

MSRP $28,795

LEASE
FOR$79PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$18,297 LEASE

FOR$89PER
MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$24,297

LEASE
FOR$89PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$20,697

LEASE
FOR$179PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$22,697 LEASE

FOR$189PER
MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$32,997

LEASE
FOR$169PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$27,997

LEASE
FOR$199PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$27,997 LEASE

FOR$429PER
MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$47,997

2015 CHEVROLET
CRUZE

LT 
Stk# N15778, Reference# 

34895, Auto, 1.4L Turbo, Remote 
Start, Power Driver Seat, Traction 
Control, Stabilitrak, PW/PL/PM, 

38 MPG HWY MSRP $20,920

2015 CHEVROLET
MALIBU

1LT 
Stk# N15701, Reference# 

34896, Auto,2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, 
PW/PL/PM, Remote Keyless 
Entry, Cruise, ABS, Stabilitrak, 
Bluetooth MSRP $24,700

2015 CHEVROLET
CAMARO 

LS 
Stk# N15511, Reference# 

34899, Auto, 3.6L V6, OnStar, 
Paddle Shifters, Bluetooth

MSRP $25,005

2015 CHEVROLET
IMPALA

1LT 
Stk# S0407, Reference# 34898, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, PW/
PL/PM, Rear Park Assist, Cruise, 

ABS, Stabilitrak, Bluetooth
MSRP $31,180

2015 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500 
DOUBLE CAB 4X4 

Stk# N15382, Reference# 
34900, Auto, 5.3L V8, PW/PL/
PM, Remote Keyless Entry, Back 

Up Camera, A/C, Cruise, 
Heated Mirrors

MSRP $38,190

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE

LS 
Stk# S0202, Reference# 34902, 
Auto, 3.6L V6, Power Drivers Seat, 
Remote Keyless Entry, Traction 
Control, Stabilitrak, Bluetooth 

MSRP $32,420

2015 CHEVROLET
TAHOE LS

4X4
Stk# N15882, Reference# 

34901, Auto, 5.3L V8, Cloth Front 
Bench, Rear Park Assist, Bluetooth, 
Power Seats, Remote Start, Rear 

Camera MSRP $51,370

Must present ad to receive advertised specials. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All leases subject to primary lenders approval. Must qualify for Tier 1 credit approval. Must finance 80% thru dealer. All leases are 10k miles per 
year. Customer responsible for wear and tear at 25 Cents additional per mile. *See dealer for details. **Diesel and synthetic oil additional. ***Must be in GM Master Manifest list to qualify. Not all buyers will qualify. All pricing includes com-
petitive lease (non GM‘99 or newer) or GM loyalty rebate. All leases require $1995 down (Cruze $3495, Equinox $1230, Impala & Tahoe $2995, Silverado $3870) $695 bank fee, plus tax, tags, dmv and dealer fees. Due at Signing (excludes 
tax, tags & fees)= Equinox $2014, Malibu $2779, Cruze $4269, Silverado $4754, Traverse $2859, Impala $3889, Tahoe $4119, Camaro $2869. All rebates/incentives assigned to dealer. Pictures for illustrative purposes only. Not valid on 

prior deals. No two offers can be combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for complete details. Douglaston dmv# 7105766, dca# 1279637. Ad expires 5 days after publication.

PRIME TIME
TO BUY A
NEW CAR!

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

Auto Rewards Earnings 
Program 
Up To $5,000 Vehicle Discount - For 
You, Friends or Family.

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want.**

Members-Only Parts & 
Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

FREE NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

FREE Service Loaner 
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

FREE Drop-Off Valet 
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

FREE Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

FREE Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

FREE Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

FREE Gift Certificate 
Rewards 
Your Achievements Unlock Gifts.

FREE Lost Key Return 
Service 
Keeping You Worry-Free & Hassle-Free.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH PURCHASE:

And Much More!

EXCLUSIVE

LATE
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Imagine if a bunch of co-
workers from Astoria decided 
to pack up their belongings 
and move to Southern Cali-
fornia en masse, where they 

would open a new branch of 
their company. 

Seems unlikely, but that is 
exactly what the members of 
the Ophelia Theatre Group did 
— in reverse. 

Playwright and director 
Sarah Bennett started the 
group in her hometown of 
Lake Elsinore, Calif., back in 
2003. 

Bennett had written plays 
while still in high school and 
after graduation continued to 
create works for her alma mat-
er. She obviously had found 

her niche, so she figured why 
not pursue this full time with 
her actor friends?

“There were so many local 
actors that I had gone to high 
school with,” Bennett said. “I 
got them all onboard to do the-
ater with me.”

And being from a town that 
shared its name with Hamlet’s 
castle, the group’s moniker 
proved to be a no-brainer.

Today, Bennett and the rest 
of the Ophelia group calls As-
toria home and will open their 
newest show, “The Fox and 

Boulder,” Friday, March 13, 
at the Variety Boys and Girls 
Club Queens. 

OK, so all 15 didn’t leave 
the West Coast at the same 
time, but each one came East 
between 2009 and 2011. 

Bennett’s younger brother 
Micah Macias was one of the 
first to strike out for Astoria, 
along with company members 
Alex Brown, John Hoffman 
and Brittney Moss. 

After that first group had 
been in New York City for 
awhile, Bennett decided it was 

time to pay her brother a visit. 
“I had never been here,” 

Bennett said. “And I thought, 
‘What are we doing in Riv-
erside County, Calif.? I went 
back and said, ‘I’m moving to 
New York and I’m taking the 
company with me. And I want 
everyone who wants to go to 
come with me.”

As they settled into their 
new lives — four to an apart-
ment and whatever work they 
could get to survive — they 
continued to mount plays 
wherever they could find a 
spot.

“We figured it was better to 
be poor in New York than poor 
in Lake Elsinore,” said Hoff-

Ophelia Theatre Group 
ditches Southern 

California for its new 
home here in Astoria

TimesLedger, March 13-19, 2015

Continued on Page 50
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Head East
YOUNG 
ACTORS

Ophelia Theatre Group actors 
Buddy Pease (above, l. to r.), Kevin 
Berger, Kevin Reed, Abigail Ludrof 
and Chris Payseur rehearse a 
scene from “Rockabye Hamlet.” At 
left, cast members Glenn Stoops 
(l. to r.), Brittney Moss, Danny 
Randerson and Layla Dean appear 
in a scene from “Fortinbras.”  

Photos courtesy John Robert Hoffman
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Answers in Sports

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Jackson Heights filmmaker 
Lisa Melodia has screened her 
work at the Palm Spring and 
Nantucket film festivals, but no 
matter the locale, once the clos-
ing credits roll inevitably a man 
in the theater wants to know 
what the movie was about. 

“There is always one male 
in the audience who is really 
confused,” Melodia said. “One 
guy is always asking questions 
to try to figure out the plot.”

She expects there may be 
more than one confused man 
at the Museum of the Moving 
Image when her short-feature 
“Big Girl” is shown March 17, 
during the opening night of 
the fifth annual Queens World 
Film Festival.

The 15-minute film follows 
a 6-year-old girl on a day when 
her mother lies to keep her 
out of school. Melodia shot the 
film in 2013 around Queens, 
Brooklyn and Long Island.  

As a woman, naturally Melo-
dia writes from a female point of 
view, but in “Big Girl,” the audi-
ence will experience the world 

as seen from a young girl’s eyes. 
“That perspective is not 

typical,” Melodia said. 
Another opening night 

movie comes from animator 
Jamil Lahham, who also likes 
to tell stories from his unique 
point of view.

Originally from the Middle 
East, Lahham arrived in the 
United States about 10 years 

ago, and lived in five different 
states before settling in Asto-
ria in 2012.

Lahham works as an ani-
mation director creating piec-
es for corporate clients. 

“The outcome is usually so 
watered-down when working 
for the mainstream media,” 
Lahham said. “During the day, 
I work with 3-D animation, and I 

wanted to go the more tradition-
al route and draw each frame.”

The result, “Dirty Laundry 
Day,” is both funny and dis-
turbing at the same time. 

Lahham uses a joke from 
legendary comedian George 
Carlin as his starting point.

“He has this one-liner, ‘I 
put a dollar in a change ma-
chine, and nothing changed,’” 

Lahham said. “I needed to do 
the quote justice.”

In the film, which runs 
slightly less than six minutes, 
the main character, who does 
not speak, plugs dollar bills 
into a change machine and 
is amazed at what happens to 
him and his surroundings. 

But of course, while some 

This still is from director Lisa Melodia’s film “Big Girl,” which will be shown during the opening night of the 
Queens World Film Festival.  Photo courtesy Lisa Melodia

The world comes to borough to watch movies
Fifth Queens World Film Festival includes more than 100 screenings at three venues

Continued on Page 52

IF YOU GO
Queens World Film Festival

When: Tuesday, March 17 - 
Sunday, March 22
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, Astoria; The 
Secret Theatre, Long Island 
City; and PS 69, Jackson 
Heights
Cost: $12/adults, $9/seniors 
and students for single 
screenings; $30/four-pack 
screening; $70/festival 
pass; $100/festival pass plus 
opening and closing night 
screenings
Contact: (718) 429-2579
Website: www.
queensworldfi lmfestival.com
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Join us for St. Patrick’s Day! 
Tuesday, March 17th

Complimentary Corned Beef and Cabbage at the Bar from 3pm-5pm
Irish Fare and Craft Beers Served Throughout the Day

Traditional Celtic Music from the 
Sporting Paddies from 5:30pm-9:00pm

APPETIZERS
Smoked Salmon 

with Stuffed New Potato 11.95
Irish Nachos 10.95

Bangers in a Blanket 
with Spicy Mustard Dip 9.95
Corned Beef and Cabbage 

Spring Rolls 10.95
Reuben Sliders Corned Beef, Sauerkraut 

and Russian dressing 10.95

SOUPS OF THE DAY
Sassy Potato Corn Chowder 4.95/5.95

Guinness Onion Soup 
with Cheddar Crouton 6.95

SALAD
Baby Spinach with Irish Bacon, 
Sliced Red Potato, Red Onion in 

Fresh Herb Vinaigrette 8.95

ENTREES
Lamb Stew 28.95

Braised Lamb, with Onion, Carrots, 
Celery in Rosemary Broth

Traditional Corned Beef 18.95
Baby Boiled Potatoes, 

Buttery Cabbage and Carrots

Beer Batter Fish and Chips 17.95
Crispy Beer Battered Cod, 
French Fries, Tartar Sauce

Bangers and Mash 15.95
Oven Baked Shepherd’s Pie 16.95

Traditional Casserole of Beef, 
Carrots, Peas, Onion, Savory Gravy, 

Irish Cheddar Mash Topping

Salmon with Leek Cream Sauce 24.95
Irish Mist Steak 29.95

Pan Seared 16 oz. Black Angus Sirloin, 
with a Peppercorn & Irish Mist Cream Sauce

Austin’s Corned Beef Sandwich 
on Rye Bread 13.95

Served with French Fries, Onion Rings, 
or Combo of Both

DESSERTS
Sherry Trifl e 6.25

Soaked in Irish whiskey and 
topped with Custard and Fresh Cream

Irish Car Bomb Cup Cakes 4.50

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 2015 MENU

MARCH MADNESS! 
$4 Drafts and Wing Specials at the Bar!

FREE

Corned Beef 
& Cabbage
3–5PM  AT BAR ONLY

LIVE MUSIC & BAG PIPERS

IRISH STEP DANCERS
Featuring a dance performance from the class at the 
Fitzpatrick Academy of Irish Dance in Whitestone, Queens.

COME CELEBRATE WITH US
No Groupons, Restaurant.com or any Bourbon Street Coupons 
accepted on this day. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer or promotion. Rights Reserved.

WWW.BOURBONSTREETNY.COM

718-224-2200
40-12 BELL BOULEVARD 
BAYSIDE, NY 11362

Ahh...The luck of the Irish.

SAINT 
PATRICK’S 
DAY
AT BOURBON STREET

MARCH MADNESS! 
$4 Drafts and Wing Specials at the Bar!
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Like a lot of little girls, 
when Valerie Green was 3 
years old her parents enrolled 
her in ballet class. 

Nearly four decades later, 
Green continues to express 
herself through dance, but not 
for much longer. 

This weekend, Long Island 
City’s doyenne of  modern 
dance is set to take the stage in 
what is being billed as her last 
performance in “Succession” 
— a compilation of her many 
solo shows. 

“I have never not danced,” 
Green said. “It is the main 
component of my identity. But 
I’m 42, and it just gets harder 
to maintain the physicality of 
it. It just gets harder and pain-
ful.”

While few people would say 
early-40s is old, no one would 
suggest an athlete that age 
remains in the prime of their 
sporting career — well, except 
for maybe a relief pitcher or 
two. 

But dancers are athletes, 
who regularly suffer injuries, 
which take longer to heal the 

older they get, Green said. 
“Most dancers retire in 

their late 30s,” Green said. “I 
had a significant back injury 
and I keep fighting to get my 
body back. If I can’t be 100 per-
cent on stage, then I don’t want 
to be there.”

And on stage is where she 
has been since her mom and 
dad took her to that first class 
back home in Cleveland. Green 
later went on to major in dance 
at the University of Wisconsin 
at Madison, before making her 
way to New York City and the 
Erick Hawkins Dance Co. in 
1995.

One of America’s leading 
choreographers, Hawkins 
revolutionized modern dance 
by creating movements that 
focused on the human body 
and nature, and not on the ten-
sions of contemporary life. 

When he died in 1994, 
New York Times writer Anna 
Kisselgoff wrote that Hawk-
ins was, “firm in his belief 
that dancers courted injury 
through what he perceived as 
the artificiality of ballet tech-
nique and the percussiveness 
of earlier modern dance idi-

oms.”
“I come from the heritage, 

legacy and techniques of 
Hawkins,” Green said. “I am 
keeping it alive.”

Although she may no lon-
ger appear on stage, Green 
will continue to run the dance 
theater, Green Space, which 
she opened in 2005. She will 
also oversee and choreograph 
for Dance Entropy, the troupe 
she formed in 1998.

In college she was required 
to take a choreography class 
as part of her degree, and Dancer Valerie Green performs in Dance Entopy’s piece titled “Womb.” 

Photo courtesy Rodney Zagury

Valerie Green saves the last dance for you

Continued on Page 52

IF YOU GO
“Succession — A One-Woman 
Retrospective Odyssey”

When: March 13 - 15, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 5 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 
24th St., #301, Long Island 
City
Cost: $17/advance, $20/at 
door
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.danceentropy.
org

After a nearly two-year hiatus, Cinemarosa — 
Queens’ home-grown LGBTQ film series — returns 
for a new season at the Queens Museum. 

First up, the monthly series will present “Gender-
ings,” featuring the works of local and national film-
makers who focus their lens on the lives and expe-
riences of transgender and gender-non-confirming 
people in the United States.

On March 15, the film series plans to show five 
documentaries, which present different aspects of 
the community. 

“Growing Old Gracefully: The Transgender Ex-
perience,” directed by Joe Ippolito, looks at the ex-
periences of aging transgender individuals at a time 
when many are entering their 60s, 70s and 80s.

“Trans Lives Matter! Justice for Islan Nettles,” 
directed by Seyi Adebanjo, examines the community 
vigil for transgender woman Islan Nettles, held steps 
from where she was murdered in Harlem.

“When You Look at Me,” directed by Diana Be-

jarano, explores the lives of two Latina transgen-
der women and their struggles to have their voices 
heard. 

 “I Am (Hear),” directed by Olympia Perez, fol-
lows the life of one transgender woman of color and 
how the media has shaped people like her. 

The program will also include an animated docu-
mentary, “Dating Sucks: A Genderqueer Misadven-
ture,”  directed by Sam Berliner.

After the screenings, audience members are invit-
ed to take part in a Q & A session with the filmmak-
ers and Hector Canonge, director of Cinemarosa. 

“Genderings” is scheduled for Sunday, March 15, 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Queens Museum in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park. 

For more information, check out the series’ web-
site at www.cinemarosa.org.

The Chain 
Theatre has 
opened an ex-
hibition fea-
turing pho-
t o g r a p h e r 
Michael Shi’s 
“Colors of 
Dance Proj-
ect.” 

The show 
will include 
Shi’s award-
winning works with famous New York dancers.  

The “Colors of Dance Project” is Shi’s ongoing 
photographic journey, which showcases dancers of 
various genres in off-stage environments, including 
nature, urban streets and historic sites. With one 

photograph, he seeks to express: dance as art, fash-
ion design, color variance, beautiful architecture 
and an expression of freedom.

Shi is a young Chinese photographer in New York. 
His global experiences, along with 20 years of work-
ing on every aspect of photography, helped to shape 
his visual style. His work demonstrates a clean, col-
orful, character-driven narrative. 

The exhibition will be open to the public one hour 
before each Chain Theatre’s show through March 21.  
For show schedule, visit chain-theatre.org. 

Former Bayside resi-
dent James Van Praagh 
is coming home.  He 
will be appearing at the 
Queensborough Perform-
ing Arts Center for a one-
night event, “An Evening 
of Spirit,” March 21, at 8 
p.m.

New York Times best-
selling author, clairvoy-
ant,  producer and TV 
personality Van Praagh is considered a pioneer in 
the world of spiritual mediums. 

“It was while connecting the living with the dead 
that I knew my life’s work,” Van Praagh said. “When 
you can bring someone a message from a departed 
loved one and prove to them life like love lives on, 
it can bring sunshine to the rain.  My work changes 
lives and eliminates fear of life and death.”  

He will share messages from spirit guides, family 
members and friends in spirit.  

Tickets are $40 - $65, and can be purchased online 
at www.qcc.cuny.edu/qpac.

Seyi Adebanjo’s film “Trans Live Matters! Justice for Islan 
Nettles,” will be screened as part of Cinemarosa’s LGBTQ 
film series. Photo courtesy Seyi Adebanjo

Cinemarosa makes its return
Dance photos on display

Photography Michael Shi’s work is on dis-
play at the Chain Theatre in Long Island 
City.  Photo courtesy Michael Shi

Bayside medium comes back

JAMES VAN PRAAGH

WHAT TO DO IN QUEENS
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FIFTH ANNUAL
March 17-22, 2015

116 FILMS FROM 30 NATIONS

PRODUCTIONS

“Legally Blonde” — The musical based on 
the hit movie about a young woman who loses 
her boyfriend but fi nds herself at Harvard Law 
School. 
When: Through March 22, Saturdays at 8:30 
pm, Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Marathon Little Theatre Group, 245-37 
60th Ave., Douglaston
Cost: $20 donation/adults, $18 donation/
seniors and children under 13
Contact: (718) 229-4644

“The Sound of Music” —  The hills are alive 
with arguably the world’s favorite musical as 
Theatre by the Bay presents the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein classic. 
When: Through March 22, Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden Jewish Center, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $22/adults, $20/seniors and children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebayny.com

“The Fox and Boulder” —  Queens’ newest 
theater company, Ophelia Theatre Group, 
presents an original play about what happens 
when your dreams don’t turn out like you 
want them to.

When: March 13-29, Friday and Saturday at 8 
pm, Sunday at 6 pm
Where: Ophelia Theater, 21-12 30th Road, 
Astoria
Cost: $18, Sunday performances are pay 
what you can
Website: www.opheliatheatre.com

“Through the Looking Glass” —  The 
Gingerbread Players present this original 
musical version of Lewis Carroll’s classic 
tale of Alice, written by Forest Hills resident 
William Ryden. 
When: March 14 - March 22
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 Greenway 
South, Forest Hills Garden
Cost: $12/suggested
Website: www.gingerbreadplayers.org

“The Threepenny Opera” —  Oh, the shark 
dear, has such teeth, dear. Queens College’s 
Department of Drama, Theatre and Dance 
present Bertolt Brecht’s ground-breaking 
musical — a socialist critique of capitalism. 
When: March 19 - March 29, Thursday - Friday 
at 7 pm, Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Goldstein Theatre, Kupferberg Center for 
the Performing Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $16, $10/ QC students with ID and 
seniors at box offi ce only
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, 
Plates, Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Starting at 
$25.95 per person

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Let Us Cater Your Party 
at Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

CHOICE B   $15.95 per person | 

CHOICE A   $13.95 per person | Choice of 5 items

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford
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man, who now serves as 
the group’s managing 
director. “It’s still a labor 
of love. Nobody’s getting 
paid for their work right 
now.”

In 2012, Ophelia 
staged Neil Labute’s 
“Reasons to be Pretty,” 
at a Manhattan theater. 
They followed that with 

a production of one of 
Bennett’s original play’s 
“The Cast Party, A Sur-
vival Story,” at the Se-
cret Theatre in Long Is-
land City. 

When 2013 rolled 
around, the group had en-
tered into an agreement 
with the Variety Boys 
and Girls Club Queens in 
Astoria. Ophelia got ac-

cess to the club’s prosce-
nium stage in return for 
offering theater classes 

Continued from Page 45 
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By Pete Canty

Geographic Shapes
Across
1. E-junk?
5. Slugger's tool
8. Public persona
13. Deli order
14. Houston 
university
15. Strictness
16. Nabisco treat
17. Top-rated
18. Pale
19. Shaped Chinese 
locale
22. Mountain follower
23. "___ the 
season …"
24. Modifies
27. Corp. bigwig
29. Subsides
33. Post-op time
34. Kind of trip?
36. OPEC member
37. Shaped Atlantic 
locale
40. Lode load
41. XL and EEE, e.g.
42. Sank, as a putt
43. Deli loaves
45. Dictionary abbr.
46. Mosquitoes, e.g.
47. Leaves in a bag?
49. ___ good 
example
50. Shaped South 
Pole locale
58. Inventor Nikola
59. Piece of art
60. Hip bones

61. Certain exams
62. Blows away
63. "I'm all ___!"
64. Code creator
65. Observed
66. Team type

Down
1. Bartender's pour
2. Prefix with meter
3. Domain
4. Night light?
5. Tundra, e.g.
6. Concern of 
7-Down
7. Adolescent
8. Basra native
9. Treat badly
10. Turkish leader
11. Theater follower

12. Sea flier
14. Major and 
private, e.g.
20. Boeing rival
21. Absolut rival, 
briefly
24. Ann ___, Mich.
25. Distrustful
26. Blind mice 
count?
27. More precious
28. Many 
Christmas trees
30. Army brass?
31. Hay bundler
32. Sowed items
34. ___ Strip
35. Polynesian 
island
38. Former NBA-
star Vlade

39. Document 
certifiers
44. Delays
46. German beer 
brand
48. Clear the slate
49. Certain driver's 
target?
50. Elementary 
particle
51. Claudius's 
successor
52. Ivan or Nicholas
53. "___ the night 
before..."
54. "Field of 
Dreams" setting
55. Cat's scratcher
56. Old Italian 
bread
57. Toward dawn

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

WHITE OUT
A C T S S L I D V I N E
S E A R S T I P E I S A Y
H O L I D A Y F A V O R I T E
E S L O G E E I T U N E S

P E E S I S I S
A W L E S S I T I S A B S
S H O E S A S S N A G R A
S I G N O F R O U G H S E A S
A T E S E E N S A M E N S
D E S E R N E B R A S S Y

A L M A A U L D
T O P P L E S I R E O N A
S U R R E N D E R S Y M B O L
A T E E T E N E T A O N E
R A P S S A T S D E E S

to the children. 
And since the 2013-14 

season also marked the 
10-year anniversary of 
Ophelia Theatre Group, 
the troupe decided to 
brush up their Shake-
speare with a series of 
plays related to “Hamlet,” 
including Tom Stoppard’s 
“Rosencrantz and Guil-
denstern are Dead,” Lee 
Blessing’s “Fortinbras” 
and one of the greatest 
Broadway musical flops 
of all time, Cliff Jones’ 
“Rockabye Hamlet.”

Now as the group en-
ters its second decade, it 
continues to adapt to its 
new surroundings. 

Late last fall, Ophelia 
started a online fund-
raising effort to renovate 
the Boys and Girls Club’s 
small, black-box theater 

space. Hoffman believes 
that kind of stage is more 
suited to the type of in-
timate productions they 
present. 

That’s where they 
will stage Bennett’s orig-
inal piece “The Fox and 
Boulder.”

Set in a tavern deep 
in the forest of an imagi-
nary world, Bennett’s 
comedy tells the story of 
a group of friends who 
gather and talk about 
what happens when their 
dreams don’t come true. 

“It is sort of ‘Cheers’ 
in a tavern in the woods,” 
she said. “It highlights the 
things we all tend to long 
for: love, fortune and pow-
er. There are also a lot of 
the original members in 
this show. More than any 
of the other shows we’ve 

done lately.”
But the Ophelia The-

atre Group has grown be-
yond the original bunch 
of actors from California 
who left everything be-
hind and headed East. 
And even though some 
of the newer additions to 
the Ophelia roster come 
from all over the country, 
many found their way to 
New York and Astoria for 
a lot of the same reasons 
that first group did. 

“The 15 who moved 
out here together — we’re 
a family.” Bennett said. 
“But we love to work 
with talented people and 
welcome them with open 
arms. When you work 
with us you get invited to 
play with us.”

IF YOU GO

“The Fox and 
Boulder”
When: March 13 - March 
29, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm, Sunday at 
6 pm
Where: Ophelia 
Theater, 21-12 30th 
Road, Astoria
Cost: $18/Friday and 
Saturday, Pay what you 
can/Sunday
Website: www.
opheliatheatre.com

In “Fortinbras,” Josh Triplett (top photo) appears with a cardboard TV over his head. Above, 
Ophelia Theatre Group actors Andrew Sydor (clockwise from bottom l.), Logan Sutton, Zach 
Shotwell, Samuel Adams, Taryne Kellogg, Danny Mayer and Billie Aken-Tyers perform a 
scene from “As You Like It.” Photos courtesy John Robert Hoffman

Ophelia Theatre Group performs "Rockabye Hamlet." Photo courtesy John Robert Hoffman
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EVENTS

Nature Exploration Hike— 
Join the Urban Rangers 
on this light hike through 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park as they point out the 
natural wonders of this 
urban spot. 
When: Sunday, March 15, at 
11 am
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, Albert H. Mauro 
Playground, Park Drive East 
and 73rd Avenue Terrace
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website:  www.nycgovparks.
org

Ranger’s Choice: Nature 
Photography — Join the 
Urban Rangers in one of 
their favorite Weekend 
Adventure experiences. 
Bring your camera and get 
inspired by the urban park. 
When: Saturday, March 21, 
at 1 pm
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Astoria Park

Cost: Free, registration is 
required
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website:  www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

“The Rape of Lucretia” — 
The Queens College Opera 
Studio presents the 1946 
chamber opera written by 
Benjamin Britten. The work is 
based on the legendary tale 
of how the monarchy was 
overthrown and the Roman 
Republic established. 
When: Friday, March 13, at 
8 pm and Sunday, March 15, 
at 3 pm
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall 
at the Kupferberg Center for 
the Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $15, $10/Queens 
College students with valid 
ID at box offi ce only
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: kupferbergcenter.
org

“Spring Mix” — This 
medley of classic hits and 
contemporary compositions 
peppered with beloved jazzy 
tunes.
When: Saturday, March 28, 
at 3 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Hands on History: You’ve 
Got Mail! — Write a letter 
with a quill and ink, just like 
they did 200 years ago. Hear 
the true story of a dog that 
helped postal workers in 
the 1800s. Tour the museum 
and see a mailbox used in 
Jamaica two centuries ago. 
When: Saturday, March 14, 
from noon - 3 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545, 
ext. 13
Website: www.kingmanor.
org

Children’s Garden Family 
Day — Get a sneak peek 
at the Queens Botanical 

Easter Dinner

Easter Menu

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

Continued on Page 52
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things change for the better, 
others do not. And ultimately, 
the character learns change is 
not free.

Audiences have equally 
embraced and vilified Lah-
ham’s creation. 

“Some people liked it and 
some people were offended,” 
Lahham said. “I think you’re 
doing your job right when peo-
ple don’t like it or are offended. 
You have stimulated some-
thing within that person.”

For Queens World Film 
Festivals founders, Don and 
Katha Cato, “Big Girl” and 
“Dirty Laundry Day” are true 
to the festival’s raison d’etré.

“It is something that hasn’t 
been seen before,” Katha Cato 

said, “and it maintains its vi-
sion throughout.”

The Catos run the film 
festival from their Jackson 

Heights home. 
Submissions pour in from 

around the world and a panel 
of five judges, including Don 

Cato, wade through them all. 
This year, the judges viewed 
more than 400 submitted 
works to select the 117, includ-

ing 19 by Queens filmmakers, 
that will be screened during 
the six-day festival. 

“This is the fifth year, and 
the quality of the films gets 
better and better each year,” 
Don Cato said. 

The center piece of this 
year’s festival will be a screen-
ing of “Bitter Sugar,” from 
Cuba. This 1996 anti-Castro 
work has been restored from 
the original negative and will 
be followed by a discussion with 
the film’s director, Leon Ichaso. 
Another highlight will be the 
closing night film, “Dukhtar,” 
which was Pakistan’s official 
entry for the 87th Academy 
Awards in the Best Foreign 
Language Film category. 

“We are not trying to get 
glitzy,” Katha Cato said. “We 
are focused on getting better, 
not bigger yet.”

she loves everything about 
the creative process that pre-
cedes a dance performance. 

“In one moment nothing 
exists, but over time some-
thing exists,” Green said. “It 
is the body in motion, which 
I found fascinating. You get 
to create your own vocabu-
lary and the possibilities are 
endless.”

Green’s final performance 
piece, “Succession,” is the 

story of her body of work told 
metaphorically through the 
human life cycle. 

Culling from past cre-
ations, “Succession” includes 
scenes of birth, transforma-
tion, death and even rebirth. 

“It is rebirth in the spiritu-
al context, but there is also an 
actual burial and 30 pounds of 
dirt on stage,” Green said. 

Green incorporates plenty 
of other elements besides earth 

into the piece. She includes 
water in one section and in 
another brings red fabric onto 
the stage where it can symbol-
ize blood and fire. 

“Succession” may be a per-
sonal piece focused on an art-
ist forced to confront the end 
of one part of her creative life, 
but Green believes audience 
members will be able to con-
nect their own life experiences 
to her dance.

“It is life as seen as many 
steps — the journey,” Green 
said. “It’s my own journey in 
a way as I go on to the next 
step.”

Continued from Page 48 
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Continued from Page 46 

World Film

This still is from animator Jamil Lahham’s short “Dirty Laudry Day,” which will be shown at the Queens World 
Film Festival’s opening night.  Photo courtesy Jamil Lahham

Garden’s Children’s program 
while you plant seed and 
learn about the environment. 
You can also register for 
the program’s next session, 
which begins April 4. 
When: Saturday, March 14, 
from 2 pm - 4 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

March Equinox Craft for 
Kids — When you visit the 
Queens Botanical Garden 
today, you can bring the kids 
over to the craft table to 
make a botanically-themed 
item. 
When: Saturday, March 21, 
from 1 pm - 3pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.

queensbotanical.org

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-
In Program for Families 
— On the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration 
is required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/
includes museum admission 
and materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

DANCE

Succession, A One-
Woman Retrospective 
Odyssey — A full-length 
evening retrospective solo 
performance danced by 
Valerie Green, artistic director 
and choreographer for Dance 
Entropy. This show channels 
Green’s life cycle and likely 

represents her fi nal turn on 
stage, after two decades. 
When: Friday, March 13 and 
Saturday, March 14, at 8 pm; 
Sunday, March 15, at 5 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 
24th St., #301, Long Island City
Cost: $17/advance, $20/at 
door
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website; www.
danceentropy.org

Taylor 2 — Paul Taylor’s 
troupe presents modern 
dance that is unhindered 
by technical limitations. 
This performance includes 
“Aureole” and “The 
Uncommitted.”
When: Saturday, March 14, at 
2:15 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $13/adults, $10/
member adults, $8/children, 
$6/member children
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

“The Series” — The Moving 
Beauty Series returns to Long 
Island City with three weeks 

of young dance company 
and veteran choreographers 
programming. 
When: Through March 15
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., LIC
Cost: Free - $20
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website:  www.danceseries.
org

“Crosscurrent II” — This 
interactive dance and music 
demonstration is presented 
by New Asia Chamber Music 
Society and the Nai-Ni Chen 
Dance Co.
When: Sunday, March 22, at 
3 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $15/general admission, 
$10/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Fertile Ground at Green 
Space — This monthly series 
showcases emerging and 
established artists.  The 
March program includes 
Bugge Ballet, Forza Malizia, 
Juliana Garber Dance, LJ 

Leach Movement Arts, Nessa 
Dance Project and Sean 
Thomas Boy!
When: Sunday, March 22, at 
7 pm
Where: Green Space Studio, 
37-24th St., Long Island City
Cost: 
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old 
nichibu dance popularized 
in kabuki. All experience 
levels are welcome and all 
materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 
ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Isamu Noguchi, Patent 
Holder: Designing the 

World of Tomorrow — 
This exhibition looks at 
the relationship between 
Noguchi’s work in sculpture 
and design leading up to the 
1939 World’s Fair. 
When: Through March 19
Where: Dr. M. T. Geoffrey 
Yeh Art Gallery, Sun Yat Sen 
Hall, 8000 Utopia Parkway, 
Jamaica Estates
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-7476
Website: www.stjohns.edu

Emerging Artist Fellowship 
Exhibition — The annual exhibit 
at Socrates Sculpture Park 
includes works by 15 artists, who 
have created pieces with the 
larger narrative of public space 
in dynamic and daring ways. 
When: Through March 22
Where:  Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Valerie Green will present what 
may be her last public perfor-
mance this weekend in Long Island 
City.  Photo courtesy George Gio

Continued from Page 51 
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 

761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777
Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 

Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 

Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 

Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 

recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The business of winning 

a second straight PSAL city 
title is nearly complete for 
Benjamin Cardozo. 

There were a few smiles 
and handshakes after the 
second-seeded Judges pulled 
away for a 59-48 victory over 
No. 6 Boys & Girls in the 
PSAL Class AA boys’ basket-
ball semifinals at Lehman 
College Saturday. Even usu-
ally eccentric coach Ron Na-
clerio was subdued after the 
win and took notice of how 
his team acted.

“This is the fifth time 
we’ve been to the champion-
ship and this is the first time 
we won the semifinal game 
and there was no celebra-
tion,“ Naclerio said. “Last 
year we were jumping up and 
down.”

The Judges face No. 4 
Wings at 1 p.m. Saturday at 
Madison Square Garden. 
It’s the first final without a 
Brooklyn school since Dozo 
beat Kennedy in 1999. Car-
dozo used a frantic late-game 
comeback to get the best of 
Wings in the final of the SNY 
Invitational in early Febru-
ary. 

Winning another title has 
been the goal since Cardozo 

beat Thomas Jefferson for 
the crown last year. Judges 
star guard Rashond Salnave 
said there was some celebrat-
ing in the locker after beating 
the Kangaroos. Everyone en-
joyed the victory, but no one 
has lost sight of what they 
set out to do when the year 
started. 

“We all know what the 
goal was,” Salnave said. 

The Judges (29-2) took con-
trol of a back-and-forth game 
early in the fourth quarter 
after a jumper by Jaquan 
Lightfoot pulled the Kanga-
roos within 42-40. Taraq Co-
burn sank a 3-pointer to start 
the Judges’ response, an 11-3 
run that put them up 53-43 
with 4:50 to go in the game. 
Coburn had another trey in 
the spurt and Aaron Walker 
tallied the other five points. 

“My teammates were just 
finding me,” Coburn said. I 
knew I just had to knock it 
down.”

Coburn paced Cardozo 
with 20 points, including 
four three-pointers. Salnave 
dropped in 19 points and 
was the one passing the ball 
to Coburn. Elijah McNeely 
added nine points and guard-
ed Boys & Girls star Gianna 
Ford (18 points) for most of 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 

Rawle Alkins wasn’t ready 
to face an uncertain future 
if Christ the King’s run at a 
third straight city title was to 
end prematurely.

The Royals’ junior star 
scored his team’s first eight 
points of the third quarter to 
spark a game-changing run. 
It erased a sluggish first half 
and propelled Christ the King 
to a comfortable 73-57 victory 
over Holy Cross in the CHSAA 
Class AA Intersectional boys’ 
basketball semifinals at Ford-
ham University Tuesday 
night. 

Alkins ignited a 14-3 spurt 
that put Christ the King 35-25 
with 4:12 to go in the frame. 
He scored 23 points, grabbed 
13 rebounds and dished out 
five assists. Alkins may not 
be eligible to be back at CK 
next season because he played 
eight games at the varsity level 
as an eighth grader in Florida 
before enrolling at the Middle 
Village school as a freshman. 
Christ the King coach Joe 
Arbitello reminded the team 
at halftime that this could be 
their last half of basketball to-
gether.

“I don’t really know if I am 
going to come back next year.” 
Alkins said. “I took that per-
sonal. Every game from now 
on I am going to play like it’s 
my last.”

He gave the Royals life for 
at least another game. They 
face Brooklyn/Queens rival 
Xaverian in the final 3 p.m. 
Sunday back at Rose Hill. 
Christ the King won two of 
the three meetings, including 
the diocesan final. Arbitello 
knows beating the Clippers a 
third time won’t be easy.

“It’s going to be a war,” he 
said. “Fourth time. Beat them 
for Brooklyn/Queens.”

Alkins’ play sparked the 
rest of his teammates. Christ 
the King (24-4) turned the 
Knights (14-14) over with its 
press, hit five three-pointers 

and shot 55 percent from the 
field in the second half after 
just shooting just 36 percent 
before the break. Jared Rivers 
had 21 points and Jose Alva-
rado added 13 points and five 
boards.

“Rawle, when we need him 
he comes in,” Alvarado said. 
“He’s scoring like a machine 
we just follow him.”

The defeat ends Holy Cross’ 
unlikely run under first year 
coach Terry Tarpey.  The 
Knights controlled the tempo 
in the first half and trailed 
just 21-18 at the break before 
Christ the King, which led 46-
34 after three, broke the game 
open. Senior Jermaine Bishop 
scored a game-high 26 points 

and grabbed six rebounds. 
Christian Wilson tallied 11 
points and 10 boards and 
Jamel Horton added 10 points 
and eight rebounds.

“We shocked the world 
when we beat St. Ray’s,” Bish-
op said. “Unfortunately we 
lost this game tonight. It was 
a long road, but we believed in 
coach Tarpey.”

Alkins carer as a Royals on 
the other hand continues. He 
has not plans for that to end 
any soon that it have too.

“If I end up coming back 
next year that’s great,” Alkins 
said. “Right now I’m just play-
ing like its my last game of 
high school basketball in New 
York City.”Continued on Page 60

Holy Cross guard Jermaine Bishop drives through the Christ the King de-
fense.  Photo by Robert Cole

Cardozo's Aaron Walker gets ready to drive the lane against Boys  
Girls.  Steven Schnibbe

Alkins lights a spark
Christ the King could three-peat as city champions

Judges headed back 
to another title game
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BY PATRICK MCCORMACK 
 
Queens College completed 

a wild comeback to punch its 
ticket to the NCAA tourna-
ment 

The second-seeded Knights 
women’s basketball team 
overcame a 15-point deficit 
with 6:29 left in the game for a 
thrilling 65-63 comeback vic-
tory over No. 4 NYIT in the 
East Coast Conference cham-
pionship game at LIU Post last 
Sunday. Queens College ral-
lied from nine points down in 
the final 3:42 for a win in the 
semifinals. 

It’s the program first con-
ference title since 2005 and 
second overall. Queens Col-
lege visits Stonehill 7:30 p.m. 
Friday in the opening round of 
the Division II NCAA tourna-
ment.  

“We knew that we could 
come back in the game, we 
have done that all season 
long,” Knights Coach Bet Nau-
movskil said. “We have been 
a team that makes runs back. 
We also believe we can put 
a run together, so we felt we 
could chip away one posses-
sion at a time.”

Queens, whose core is 
filled with sophomores and 
juniors,  was led by sophomore 

Madison Rowland, who scored 
15 of her game-high 38 points 
during an 18-3 run to end the 
game. Rowland added 13 re-
bounds and sister MacKenzie 
Rowland added 15 points and 
10 rebounds 

“We were nervous, but still 

knew that we could win if we 
played our hardest,” Madi-
son Rowland said. “I was just 
playing and thinking I want to 
win.”

Naumovski said that Ro-
land is something special 
when she sets her mind to the 

task at hand. 
“Madison was the key to 

our comeback,” she said. “She 
has this ability put a game on 
her back, and run with it,” 

Queen College (22-7) in-
creased their lead with a pair 
of foul shots from former John 

F. Kennedy star Joya McFar-
land to make it 65-62.  NYIT 
cut the lead to two but never 
got closer. Once the final horn 
sounded Madison Rowland let 
the moment sink in.

“I was so emotional I want-
ed to cry,” she said. “It was 
such a great feeling, our team 
worked together, and we final-
ly did it,” the forward said.

The Bears led the whole 
game and increased their lead 
to 65-40 on a three from Nina 
Vukosavljevic (15 points) with 
6:29 remaining. From that 
point on Madison Rowland 
put the team on her back and 
led a comeback for the ages. 
Naumovski wants her team 
to enjoy the experience of the 
NCAA Tournament and use it 
to build on in the future. The 
program has come along way 
under the fourth-year head 
coach. The Knights won just 
six games in 2009-10, the year 
before she arrived.   

“I want them to enjoy the 
moment,” Naumovski said. 
“We don’t know that we will 
be there next year, hopefully 
we will. But if not, I want 
them to really enjoy  what they 
achieved this year and experi-
ence being in the NCAAs.”

Anthony Mason is revered 
for never giving an inch on the 
basketball court. He should be 
remembered for each inch he 
took to get himself to the high 
level of his profession

Mason, who led Springfield 
Garden to the 1983 PSAL boys’ 
basketball city title, was laid 
to rest last Sunday following a 
funeral service at The Greater 
Allen A.M.E. Cathedral in Ja-
maica last Friday. 

He died Feb. 28 at the age 
of 48 after battling heart 
problems. He went on to play 
13 season in the NBA, after 
by no means being a high 
school prodigy. He became 
best known for epitomizing 
the tough and physical style 

of play of former New York 
Knicks coach Pat Riley in the 
1990s.

Mason exhibited some of 
those characteristic even as a 
youngster. He was just skinny 
kid looking to improve and 
prove himself to those who 
doubted him at the time. Car-
dozo coach Ron Naclerio re-
members Mason as a kid who 
left baseball for basketball, 
made Springfield Gardens 
team and just kept getting a 
little better and little better.

“No matter what he did, 
people didn’t give him credit 
for how good her was,” Na-
clerio said.

It further laid seeds for Ma-
son’s tough on-court persona. 
Nothing was ever going to be 
handed to him. He just had to 
keep working, improving and 
producing. Mason believed in 
himself and slowly made oth-
ers believers too. Former Cam-
pus Magnet coach Charles 
Granby remembers a player 
who always gave his best ef-
fort and never needed an extra 

push to do so.
“He just played hard all 

the time,” Granby said. “You 
didn’t have to motivate him. 
He motivated himself. He just 
played.”

It’s just one of the many 
reasons people loved Mason 
and his larger-than-life per-
sonality. Former Knicks team-
mates Patrick Ewing, John 
Starks, Charles Oakley and 
Herb Williams all came to 
pay their respects at Mason’s 
funeral. Riley, Starks and for-
mer college teammate Grant 
Winrow highlighted those 
who eulogized him. Mason 
pushed his way to the NBA 
from Tennessee State Univer-
sity to the CBA, the USBL and 
pro-leagues overseas.

“He just worked to get ev-
erything he deserved,” Na-
clerio said.

He wanted his kids to do it 
that same way if you ask Lin-
coln boy’s basketball coach 
Kenny Pretlow, who coached 
both Anthony Mason Jr. and 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

"No matter what he did, people didn't give him credit," says Cardozo 
coach Ron Naclerio, who coached against Anthony Mason when the late, 
great Knick was playing for Springfield Gardens HS.   AP/Ron Frehm

The Queens College women’s basketball team celebrates its ECC title and berth in the Division II NCAA tourna-
ment.  Photo courtesy of Queens College Athletics

Anthony Mason slowly worked his way to stardom

Late rally sends Knights to NCAA tourney 

Continued on Page 60
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(1) $13,453 lease end purchase opt. (2) $16,055.55 lease end purchase opt. (3) $18,069.50 lease end purchase opt. ‡On select models, with approved credit. 1.9% APR financing 
for 72 months with $26.38 per $1,000 borrowed. †$400 termination fee. 10,000 mi/yr, .15¢ thereafter on all the above. (All offers exclude taxes, title and dealer fees). Lessee is 
responsible for maintenance and excess wear/tear. Subject to Tier 1 credit apprvl. & may have residency restrictions; subject to primary lenders approval. Destination fees add’l. See 

dealer for details. Must take delivery from dlr. stock. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers expire 3.31.15

NEW OWNERSHIP - SAME TEAM - YOU WIN!

AdvantageHondaNY.com

1260 NORTHERN BLVD, MANHASSET
855-407-2238 NYAUTOGIANT.COM

Sales Hours
Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm

Sat: 9am-6pm
Sun: 11am-5pm

Vehicles In Stock

New 2015 Honda Civic LX Sedan Auto(1)

MSRP: $20,110. $0 dwn + $0 security + $125 1st mo. + $895 
bank fee = $1,020 due at signing. $3,000 total pymnts. 

Lease for:

$125
per mo. for 24 mos.†

1.9%APR
FINANCING
AVAILABLE‡

New 2015 Honda Accord Sport Sedan Auto(2)

MSRP: $25,485. $0 dwn + $0 security + $199 1st mo. + $895 
bank fee = $1,094 due at signing. $5,373 total pymnts. 

Lease for:

$199
per mo. for 27 mos.†

New 2015 Honda CR-V LX AWD SUV(3)

MSRP: $25,450. $0 dwn + $0 security + $219 1st mo. + $895 
bank fee = $1,114 due at signing. $5,913 total pymnts. 

Lease for:

$219
per mo. for 27 mos.†

2002 Toyota Camry LE Sedan
Stk#M0225T. 93,474 mi. .....................................................$6,477
2004 Toyota Camry LE Sedan
Stk#M0226T. 62,170 mi. .....................................................$7,977
2007 Subaru Outback 2.5 I Wagon
Stk#M0131P. 76,315 mi. .....................................................$9,982 
2009 Honda Accord LX 
Stk#M0163T. 45,000 mi. .................................................. $12,377 
2006 Honda Pilot EX-L 
Stk#M0186T. 80,000 mi. .................................................. $12,777 
��������	
��
	����	���	�����	��������
Stk#M0096P. 33,788 mi. .................................................. $12,777 
2009 Honda Accord EX-L 
Stk#M0074P. 53,000 mi. .................................................. $13,777 
��������	
��
	����	���	�����	
Stk#M0096P. 33,000 mi. .................................................. $13,977 
��������	
���	����	�������	��	���
Stk#M0213T. 76,036 mi. .................................................. $13,977

���	������!��	"�������	�"	�#� 
Stk#M0078P. 70,452 mi. .................................................. $13,988

��������	
��
	����	�����	��	
Stk#M0112P. 17,000 mi. .................................................. $14,577 
��������	
��
	����	�����	��	�����
Stk#M0202P. 22,303 mi. .................................................. $14,577
��������	
���	����	�$%�	��	
Stk#M0127P. 24,000 mi. .................................................. $16,377

��&	'�(��	'�(��)	�	"�*���+	��������
Stk#M0124P. 22,174 mi. .................................................. $16,987
��������	
���	����	�$%�	,�%�	�#�
Stk#M0168I. 41,591 mi.................................................... $17,947

���	'�������/1��(	�%�!���	����� 
Stk#M0241T. 48,387 mi. .................................................. $18,444 
��������	
��)	����	3�����	�����	�����
Stk#M0223P. 32,160 mi ................................................... $19,577

��
	3�*��	"�	�%38:	;���	"���	<�+
Stk#M0193T. 38,903 mi. .................................................. $24,981
��������	
��
	����	<�!��	&8:	"�*���+	
Stk#M0199P. 39,699 mi. .................................................. $27,477

��)	1'8	�)	=:����
>�	�3� 
Stk#M0255T. 24,355 mi. .................................................. $32,845
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
C.J. Nitkowski’s grew up 

in a blue-collar, military fam-
ily where his father always 
preached the value of a per-
son’s work ethic. He heard it. 
He understood it, but never 
fully practice it until he put on 
a St. John’s uniform. 

“I always got the message, 
but I don’t think it really 
started to stick until I got to 
St. John’s where I could really 
start to put it in to practice,” 
said Nitkowski, who was in-
ducted into the school’s athlet-
ic Hall of Fame in February. 

Nitkowski, who spent 10 
seasons pitching in the Major 
League, blossomed when he 
arrived in Queens in 1992. He 
landed at St. John’s by chance 
after deciding to transfer 
closer to home from Florida 
Atlantic. He saw the Johnnies 
play Providence, a school he 
was considering at the time. 
The St. John’s catcher then 
was Anthony Criscuolo, Nit-
kowski’s former teammate at 
Don Bosco High School in New 
Jersey. 

The 6-foot-2 left-hander talk-
ed with the St. John’s coaches 
after the game and began be-

ing recruited on the spot. He 
picked the then Redmen over 
Clemson and never regretted 
it. His teammates’ work ethic 
and friendly competitiveness 
brought out the best him.

“It was such a competitive 
environment.” Nitkowski said. 

“I don’t think I have been in 
the that kind of environment 
before. I was really lucky.”

He went undrafted out of 
high school, throwing just 79 
miles per hour and in the lows 
80s as a freshman at Florida 
Atlantic. Nitkowski starting 

touching 90 early in his sopho-
more season and as a junior 
hit 94.

He went on to be an All-
American and a Big East Pitch-
er of the Year at St. John’s. 
Nitkowski combined to go 11-7 
with two saves, a 2.17 ERA and 

145 strikeouts in his two sea-
sons in Queens. St. John’s won 
the Big East championship in 
1993 and reached an NCAA 
Regional final He also met his 
wife at the school. 

Nitkowski remains the pro-
gram’s highest draft pick after 
being taken by the Cincinnati 
Reds with the ninth overall 
pick in the first round of the 
1994 MLB Draft. 

“St. John’s had a great im-
pact on my life, changed my 
baseball career,” he said.

Nitkowski, now 42, grew 
up a Yankees fan. He made 
336 appearances and 44 starts, 
mostly as a reliever, in his Ma-
jor League tenure. He is one of 
125 players who have suited up 
for the Mets and Yankees.

“Since I was 7-years old, 
that’s what I wanted to do, 
to play for both teams even 
though it was briefly,” Nit-
kowski said.

His affiliations with the 
clubs didn’t end there. Nit-
kowski retired from baseball 
in 2013 and now has budding 
career as broadcaster and 
analyst. He was one of the first 
major leaguers to maintain his 

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
 
Francis Lewis won the city 

championship last year over 
South Shore and a shot at a 
berth to their second straight 
city title game was in sight, 
but this time South Shore was 
a roadblock to its goal 

Fourth-seeded Francis 
Lewis narrowly led No. 1 
South Shore most of the after-
noon, but a late Vikings run 
was too much for the Patriots 
to handle as they fell short 60-
54 in the PSAL Class AA girls’ 
basketball semifinals at Leh-
man College Saturday. 

“We just weren’t playing 
well together,” Francis Lewis 
Coach Steve Tsai said. “We 
didn’t make really good deci-
sions out there. Give credit to 
South Shore.  They played bet-
ter than us. But I thought, es-
pecially in the second half, we 
just did too much individual 
stuff.” 

Early on neither Francis 
Lewis nor South Shore could 
grab any offensive momen-

tum as they traded baskets 
in the first quarter. Lewis 
(19-7) led 11-10 going into the 
second quarter. The Patriots’ 
offense found its rhythm mid-
way through the frame. Lewis, 
looking like the team that won 
it all last year, went on an 8-0 
run to get some breathing 
with a 27-19 lead. They would 
outscore South Shore 20-15 
in the quarter to lead 31-25 at 
halftime. South Shore (22-4) 
was able to claw its way back 
into the game despite Lewis’ 
going ahead by double digits 
in the third quarter at 37-27. 
The Vikings went on a 10-2 run 
to end the quarter and pull 
within 39-37. 

“This game could’ve gone 
either way, but we beat our-
selves, ” Francis Lewis senior 
guard Robyn Francis said.

In the fourth quarter Lew-
is was able to narrowly stay 
ahead. They were doing just 
enough to keep the score in 
their favor, but in final min-
utes of the game South Shore’s 
McDonald’s All-American 

and senior forward Brianna 
Fraser took over and led her 
team’s comeback. Fraser’s size 
was too much to combat. She 
scored 10 of her game-high 27 
points in the fourth quarter. 
South Shore outscored Lewis 
23-15 in the frame and ended 
the Patriots’ hopes of repeat-
ing. 

“We did what we tend to do 
when we are bad,” Tsai said. 
“We try to go one on five, one on 
three, and go inside on Fraser 
when we’re much smaller. 
We just got to be smarter and 
move the ball.” 

Taiyah Brisco led Francis 
Lewis with 14 points and ju-
nior guard Sierra Green had 
12. The Patriots, who were in-
consistent all season, felt they 
didn’t help their cause again.  

“It all comes down to mis-
takes,” Brisco said. “We com-
mitted too many turnovers 
and missed too many free 
throws. Some of our decisions 
weren’t smart.”Chi La Bady of Francis Lewis (right) dribbles into the paint as Shouth 

Shore’s Brianna Fraser defends her.  Photo by Gina Palermo

Former Major League pitcher C.J. Nitkowski was recently inducted into the St. John’s Athletics Hall of Fame. 
Photo courtesy of St. John’s Athletics 

Franny Lew’s run for another title is cut short

SJU shaped C. J. Nitkowski’s career

Continued on Page 60
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PER MO/24 MOS

NEW 2015  
HYUNDAI

ELANTRA 
SE

www.SouthShoreHyundai.com
360 W. SUNRISE HWY., VALLEY STREAM  NY 11581

855-442-1803

0%
APR FINANCING 
60 MONTHS
AVAILABLE*

IF YOU’VE BEEN TURNED DOWN IN THE PAST, WE CAN HELP!
• Bad Credit • No Credit • Divorce • Repossession • Bankruptcy • Tax Liens • First Time Buyer • Cash Income • Judgements

Credit History may affect cash down, APR% & Terms; bankruptcies must be discharged; job & steady residence required.

Tax & MV fees add’l. †Leases subj to prime lender approval with excellent (720+) credit score. 12k mi/yr. 20¢ ea add’l mi. Total due at signing: $145=$999. Price includes rebate. No sec dep. Lessee responsible for excess 
wear & maint. *Available with Tier 1 credit approval; on select new vehicles; in lieu of any factory rebates and dealer incentives; see dealer for details. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers valid though 3/31/15.

a division of

NYAUTOGIANT.COM

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

$14,788
‘12 HYUNDAI VELOSTER
Auto, Red, Stk #U3411I, 16k mi

$14,389
‘13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA GLS

Auto, Blue, Stk #U3383T, 13k mi

$19,990
‘12 CHEVROLET CAMARO 

Auto, Wht, RS Pkg, Mnrf, Stk #U3408T, 25k mi
TOP DOLLAR
FOR YOUR 

TRADE!

LOCATED  
IN FRONT OF 
THE GREEN 

ACRES  
MALL!

k mi OVER 1000 

VEHICLES!

GREAT  
SELECTION OF  
LOW MILEAGE, 

LATE YEAR,  
PRE-OWNED 

VEHICLE

 
‘08 HYUNDAI ELANTRA GLS 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3368T, 48k mi ................... NOW 

$8,395
‘10 HYUNDAI ELANTRA GLS 
Auto, Charcoal, Stk #U3407T, 20k mi. ........... NOW 

$10,990
‘08 HYUNDAI AZERA 
Auto, Gray, Stk #U3332T, 63k mi .................. NOW 

$12,789
‘11 HONDA CIVIC LX 
Auto, Blue, Stk #U3330T, 28k mi ................. NOW 

$12,990
‘11 HYUNDAI ELANTRA GLS 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3410T, 43k mi ................. NOW 

$13,788
‘11 HYUNDAI SONATA SE 
Auto, Red, Stk #U3410T, 51k mi .................. NOW 

$13,990

‘13 HYUNDAI SONATA 
Auto, Silver, Stk #U3387T, 25k mi ............... NOW 

$13,990
‘11 HYUNDAI SONATA GLS 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3402T, 41k mi ................ NOW 

$14,348
‘09 NISSAN PATHFINDER 
Auto, Blue, Stk #U3385I, 72k mi................... NOW 

$14,390
‘08 INFINITI FX35 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3350I, 81k mi .................. NOW 

$17,988
‘11 BMW 328i XDrive 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3309A, 28k mi ................ NOW 

$19,788
‘10 HYUNDAI GENESIS SEDAN 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3341I, 23k mi ................. NOW 

$21,309

TIRED OF THE 
CREDIT FIGHT?
We make it easy as

1-2-3
1.  Prove Income  

& residence
2.  If you make  

$375 per week
3.  Have a valid  

state id or license

$145
†
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own website, starting in 1997. 
Close to two years into his new 
job he has already been apart 
of the radio broadcast for both 
New York baseball clubs as a 

fill in. 
“The first big league game 

I ever did was with John Ster-
ling on the radio,” Nitkowski 
said. “It was crazy.”

He currently writes for Ju-
stABitOutside.com, is a MLB 
analyst for FoxSports1 and 
contributes to CBS and MLB 
Network radio. Nitkowski has 
put the same work ethic that 
jump started his baseball ca-
reer at St. John’s into his new 
endeavors. 

“I also know that I have to 
work because I don’t have a big 
name,” he said. “I’m not in the 
baseball Hall of Fame. I have 
to be good at my job if I want 
to keep it.”  

Being inducted into the St. 
John’s Athletic Hall of Fame 
gave Nitkowski credited his 
teammates for nurturing the 
drive the propell him into a 
pro career. 

“There was a lot of account-
ability,” Nitkowski said. “That 
started to bring out more in 
me.”

Antwoine Mason with the 
Metro Hawks travel team. 
Pretlow described him as sup-
portive father, who rooted for 
his kids like any another par-
ent would and he never put 
any excess pressure on them 

to perform. Anthony Ma-
son would often ask Pretlow 
when there would be chance 
to treat the team to pizza and 
a day at the arcade for some 
other fun.  

“He was just proud that 
they were both very good 
basketball players,” Pretlow 
said. “They were just existing 
off his name.”

Mason made a name for 

himself. He wasn’t branded 
the next big thing as a kid or 
even during his college day. 
He became it by the will it 
with the will personality and  
warrior mentality.

“He just kept on getting 
better and working,” Naclerio 
said. “He had a chip on his 
shoulder.” 

the contest. Jamie Killings 
added 13 for the Kangaroos 
(19-9). Cardozo felt it silenced 
some critics by returning to 
the championship game.  

“We are here to play,” Mc-
Neeley said. “We want to win 
the championship every year. 
We have the talent to win more 
than one.”

A victory at the Garden 
would hold plenty of signifi-
cance for Cardozo. 

It would erase any of the 
doubt those on the outside had 
about last year’s crown, where 
the Judges did not face the 
Wings or Lincoln in the post 
season. The title would be first 
time the school has gone back 
to back and the victory would 
tie Naclerio with former Cam-
pus Magnet coach Charles 
Granby for the most in PSAL 
history at 722. 

There is plenty of business 
to still take care of. 

“We still got one more 
game,” Salnave said. “It’s not 
over yet.”

Continued from Page 58

Nitkowski

Continued from Page 56

Mason

This photo is from when C. J. Nitkowski 
played baseball at St. John’s. 

Photo courtesy of St. John’s Athletics 

Dozo
Continued from Page 55

Pall bearers take Mason from the Greater Allen AME Cathedral after the star-studded funeral. 
Photo by Nat Valentine

 FOR MORE HYPER-LOCAL NEWS VISIT US 
AT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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on the results of the meeting, 
they were planning a rally at 
the American Legion Hall, 
Post 1424 at 107-15 Metropoli-
tan Ave. in Forest Hills at 
7 p.m. to announce the out-
come.  

“Ed is going to meet with 
them on Thursday and pend-
ing that meeting, we expect 
Bob Turner to be the unified 
leader of the Queens GOP,” he 
said.

Although he could not 
speak to whether other indi-
viduals were considered for 
the chairman position, the 
spokesman said committee 
members expressed concerns 
about divisions within the 
party.

“The letter was fairly 
straightforward,” he said. 
“They essentially said, ‘We’re 
a majority and we want to put 
the infighting of the last cou-
ple of decades behind us.’”

Bart Haggerty, 28th As-
sembly district leader and a 
Queens GOP member, who 
was among the letter’s signa-
tories, said the letter repre-
sented a “historic moment” 
that indicates that the “so-
called war is over.”

The Haggerty faction, 
including City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
and former Councilman Tom 
Ognibene, have challenged 
the Queens party’s leadership 
for years. Turner is allied 
with the Haggerty group.

“It’s the first time in cer-
tainly, I’d say, in 15 years 
that you have this level of 
agreement in terms of num-
bers where an overwhelm-
ing number of the district 
leaders have come together 
to agree on leadership,” Hag-
gerty said. 

There has been an ongo-
ing battle over the chairman-
ship of the party.

During a reorganization 
meeting in 2013, the camp of 
the late Phil Ragusa claimed 

he had won re-election as 
chairman. But Turner’s sup-
porters said the vote was held 
with insufficient notice and 
riddled with procedural is-
sues.

The certificates of neither 
Ragusa nor Turner were 
disqualified, therefore mak-
ing both valid under the law.  
But Ragusa remained in of-
fice as the chairman of the 
Queens party until his death 
in June.

Robert Beltrani, the ex-
ecutive vice chairman, au-
tomatically assumed the 
leadership post after Ragusa 
died. Both he and Turner 
claimed the chairmanship 
of the party, according to the 
Feb. 11 letter from the com-
mittee members. The city 
and state Boards of Election 
have not taken a position on 
the matter, only saying they 
have on file a certificate from 
both Beltrani and Turner, 
the letter said.

Ragusa’s vice chairman, 
Vince Tabone, and Republi-
can Councilman Dan Hal-
loran were both convicted of 
bribery in recent months in a 
blow to the party.

The situation has been at 
a standstill over the last 18 
months as the next reorgani-
zation will occur in Septem-
ber. The party has no money, 
headquarters, regular meet-
ings, organization or direc-
tion, the committee members 
said. 

Members commended Bel-
trani’s service but credited 
Turner for his track record in 
winning elections and fund-
raising, saying “his integrity 
is beyond reproach.”

“Parties exist in order 
to run candidates and elect 
candidates and Turner has 
a proven track record of win-
ning a competitive election 
and was able to raise the nec-
essary funds in order to be 
competitive,” Haggerty said.

Turner hopes to tackle is-
sues such as voter registra-
tion, outreach and candidate 
selection.

in the village struggle to find 
parking in close proximity to 
businesses, while commer-
cial property owners struggle 
to obtain deliveries without 
blocking traffic.

 Bayside Village BID Ex-
ecutive Director Lyle Sinclair 
said that the study will help 
Baysiders look at options that 
could be implemented imme-
diately, such as a ride share 
program or shared business 
parking, while long-term solu-
tions such as building a park-
ing structure can also be con-
sidered.

 “We’re trying to identify 
solutions that can appeal to 
commuters, residents and 
businesses,” Sinclair said. 

 Engineers will be taking 
the month of March to look at 
the number of parking cita-
tions issued on any given day, 
examine the amount of time 
cars stay parked around Bell 
Boulevard and geographically 
analyze supply and demand 
for both street parking and 
parking spaces.

 “Finding solutions to this 
is not one size fits all … It will 
likely take a combination of 
approaches to address parking 
issues,” Sinclair said. “This 
study will help us identify 
where we should focus. We’ll 
also be looking at approaches 

taken in other areas of the city 
to figure out what will work 
specifically for Bayside.”

 There will be a public 
meeting in which people can 
submit comments and become 
more familiar with the park-
ing study, on Tuesday, April 
14, at 7 p.m. The meeting will 
be hosted by the Bayside Vil-
lage BID at the Bayside Meth-
odist Church, 38-20 Bell Blvd., 
allowing engineers to gauge 
input on what the community 
thinks will or will not work. 
The study should be released 
sometime shortly afterward.

 Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 
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Turner

Bob Turner   Photo by Christina Santucci

An MTA spokesman said 
these concerns are why there 
is a multi-year, $550 million 
capital improvement project 
underway to replace the anti-
quated 50- to 90-year-old sig-
naling system. The new system 
will allow more train to run 
per hour, reducing crowding 
and further accommodate the 
population growth in Queens.

The MTA is also replacing 
nearly 2,980 feet of old track 
and repairing the 120 year-old 
Steinway Tube under the East 
River that was heavily dam-
aged during Hurricane Sandy.

The spokesman, Kevin Or-
tiz, took umbrage at Van Bram-
er’s request several weeks ago 

that the No. 7 run on March 1 
so that more people could get 
to Sunnyside’s St. Pat’s for All 
Parade.

“I would like to add an 
important point,” Ortiz said. 

“The councilman can’t have it 
both ways by demanding that 
we cancel planned work and 
then complain that service is 
poor due to NYC Transit’s in-
ability to get things done.”

Van Bramer thought that 
was ridiculous because his 
request was not granted. The 
No. 7 did not run during the 
parade, the MTA got to do the 
work and yet the service was 
still disrupted on several oc-
casions during the last two 
weeks.

“Look, it’s not about me 
or Kevin Ortiz,” Van Bramer 
said. “It’s about the people of 
western Queens who need to 
get to work, who need to make 
a salary so they can raise their 
families and pay their rents or 
mortgages. They want me to 
keep my mouth shut and I’m 
not going to do it.”

available to them.
 Often social services are 

underutilized by new Ameri-
cans, immigrants and non-
English speakers, according 
to Avella.

 “At this point, we’ll just 
start to meet with various 
social services and (city agen-
cies), and perhaps convene a 
public hearing to develop a 
better understanding of what 
we need to address,” he said, 
which may eventually lead to 
new legislation and new pro-
grams.

 The number of temporary 
assistance and Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 

recipients has been on a steady 
decline since 2012. Temporary 
assistance case loads dropped 
by 3.8 percent in New York City 
between 2013 and 2014, while 
SNAP case loads, at 1.7 mil-
lion, dropped by 5.8 percent, 
according to the state Office of 
Temporary and Disability As-
sistance. SNAP is an example 
of just one of many social ser-
vices that will be reviewed. 
Additional consideration will 
go out to the roughly 2.6 mil-
lion New Yorkers who experi-
ence food insecurity, a number 
given by the New York City Co-
alition Against Hunger.

 The number of temporary 
assistance and SNAP cases 
were on the rise, however, 
throughout the state. 

 Legislators are hoping the 
task force may be able to find 

ways to extend social services 
and benefits to those that are 
underserved, taking advan-
tage of a currently shrinking 
pool of city recipients.

 Though the economy is re-
bounding from the recession 
and service enrollment is on 
the decline, more than 20 per-
cent of the city’s population 
continues to live below the 
poverty threshold, according 
to U.S. Census statistics. The 
Coalition for the Homeless re-
leased a report last year that 
estimated an increase in the 
city’s homeless population 
from 32,000 people in 2005, to 
60,000 in 2014.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.
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A man hit by a Manhattan-bound 
No. 7 train near 103rd Street and 
Roosevelt Avenue is in critical con-
dition.
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Like all New Yorkers, police officers want to live and work in a city on the rise. We want safe streets, fair
treatment and economic security. We want to work with the public to achieve these goals for ourselves,
for our families, and for every person in this city.

But we can’t effectively engage with the community while short staffing leaves us racing from call to
call. We can’t protect our city and ourselves from new threats without the right equipment. And we
can't expect our finest police officers to meet the professional demands of 21st century policing, while
still offering them below-market pay and inadequate disability protections.
Our city’s economic outlook is bright, but these important public safety needs remain unfulfilled. Let’s
move forward together today by giving police officers the support and resources they need to protect
New York City’s tomorrow.

Support your police officers for a stronger, safer city.


