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BY MADINA TOURE

Falun Gong practitio-
ners in Flushing have filed 
a lawsuit against a Queens 
organization for their al-
leged involvement in a con-
spiracy to injure them and 
deprive them of their rights 
based on their religion. 

Practitioners of Falun 
Gong, also known as Fa-
lun Dafa, a spiritual prac-
tice originating in China, 
were allegedly subjected 
to assault, battery, death 
threats, mob violence and 
other abuses in Flushing 
committed directly or in-
fluenced by the Chinese 

Anti-Cult World Alliance, 
a Flushing-based organi-
zation which operates a 
booth at 41-40 Main St., ac-
cording to the lawsuit filed 
in Brooklyn federal court 
March 3. 

The lawsuit was filed 
by 13 Falun Gong practitio-
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BY BILL PARRY

The iconic 5Pointz graffiti 
mecca is gone but the artistic 
genius behind it has never been 

bigger. The street artist known 
as Meres One made an old ware-
house in Long Island City world 
famous, but now his work can be 
seen in the “crossroards of the 

world” on the Times Square Jum-
boTron.

When the city’s newest profes-
sional sport franchise, The New 
York City Football Club needed 

an artist for its promotional cam-
paign it turned to Flushing-born 
Jonathan Meres Cohen who cre-
ated and curated 5Pointz for 20 
years.

“It’s really cool to be part of the 
birth of a new professional sports 
team, especially a New York City 
sports team,” Meres said. “Every-
body knows that New York sports 
fans are different with their cra-
zy passion. Hopefully, this helps 
NYCFB become a real New York 
frenzy.”

During the week, prior to Sun-
day’s home opener of the club’s 
maiden Major League Soccer sea-
son, NYCFB rolled out ads with 
Spanish superstar and poster boy 
David Villa in action in front of  
the club’s initials in aerosol art 
form. The art in each letter repre-
sents each of the five boroughs.

“I had a couple of people tell me 
they knew right away it was my 
work so it’s nice to know I have 
that kind of signature,” Meres 
said. The ads were seen in area 
newspapers, billboards, TV ads 
and in a video loop on the famed 
JumboTron in Times Square.

“That was humbling,” Meres 
said. “It marks a whole new begin-
ning for me. There’s a whole series 

A tap dance class takes a break at the Robert Mann Centre, the Bayside dance studio marking its 50th year in busi-
ness.  Photo by Michael Shain

BY MADINA TOURE

Lawmakers and cultural 
groups have expressed their dis-
appointment over the absence of a 
Lunar New Year holiday on next 
year’s calendar after Mayor Bill 
de Blasio recognized two Eid holi-
days. 

Last week, de Blasio and City 
Schools Chancellor Carmen Fari-
ña announced that the city would 
become the largest school district 
in the country to observe Eid al-
Fitr and Eid al-Adha as holidays 
on the official school calendar.

Starting in the 2015-2016 school 
year, schools will close Sept. 24 
for Eid al-Adha. Eid al-Fitr.  The 
following year Eid will take place 
over the summer in 2016 and will 
be a designated holiday for those 
attending summer school.

The recognition of the two 
Muslim holidays has been 
praised overall, with frustration 
seemingly centered more on the 
absence of Lunar New Year on the 
school calendar. 

“This is a significant matter to 
me, many of my constituents and 
my colleagues. Someone needs 

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly 50 protesters rallied at the steps of 
Borough Hall for swift action in the redesign of 
Queens Boulevard Saturday. 

The march came days after Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio announced that the Department of Transpor-
tation would spend $100 million to reconstruct 

Queens Blvd. to get $100M
for safety fi xes to end deaths

The band from the Chinese Anti-Cult World 
Alliance, which is being sued by the Falun 
Gong religious sect, drums up support in this 
year's Lunar New Year parade in Flushing.  
 Photo by Michael Shain 

Asians protest
city’s snub of 
lunar holiday

Sports team hires 5Pointz creator
New pro football club uses Meres One’s distinctive tag on Times Square ad
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Flushing Falun Gong sues opponents
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Dial 
AgeWell New York

Toll Free: 844.544.8169

AgeWellNewYork.com

Providing you with high  
quality health care coverage. 
Because members matter.

A health resource line for  
seniors living at home. 
Our phone line is open to  
the public for questions on

Wednesday, March 18th 
Dial us Toll Free: 844.544.8169
11:00 am–3:00 pm 
Topic: Coping with Everyday Pain and Stress
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3Queens group pushes religion bill in Albany
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

 
The Bangladeshi American 

Advocacy Group, gathered with 
community leaders and elected 
officials to advocate on Bangla-
deshi-Americans Annual Lobby 
Day in Albany last week and 
show support for the Religious 
Garb Bill, which would prohibit 
discrimination in the workplace 
against religious attire,

The prime sponsors of the bill 
are state Sen. James Sanders Jr. 
(D-South Ozone Park) and state 
Assemblyman David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows). The bill has 
passed the Assembly  but has 
had difficulty gaining the votes 
needed in the Senate over the last 
few years.

“In 2015, in a city as culturally 
diverse as New York City, people 
should not be facing hatred or dis-
crimination based on their faith. 
We should not ostracize those who 
choose to wear religious garb or 
segregate them in the workplace,” 
Sanders said.  “We should be find-
ing ways to bring people together, 
not drive them further apart.”

The legislation was proposed 
in response to a series of cases 
and concerns from religious com-
munities throughout New York 
who were discriminated against 
in the workplace due to their reli-
gious garb or facial grooming.

“A person should be able to 
work and practice their religion. 

We are proud to stand up for the 
religious and workers’ rights of 
all New Yorkers and urge all of 
our state lawmakers to support 
the passage of the Religious Garb 
Bill to continue to ensure that 
all workers are treated equally 
under the law regardless of their 
race, religion or ethnicity,” said 
Kamal Bhuiyan, chairman of the 
Bangladeshi American Advocacy 
Group. Founded in 2011, BAAG is 
a Jamaica-based advocacy group 

of Bangladeshi immigrants who 
want to empower the Bangla-
deshi-American and other immi-
grant communities in New York. 

Kevin Harrington, a Sikh sub-
way motorman who worked for 
the MTA for 20 years, attended 
the March 3 rally. He was hon-
ored for leading passengers to 
safety during 9/11, but was or-
dered to remove his turban in 
2005 by the MTA. He was told 
that if he refused to remove his 

turban, he would lose his job as a 
train operator and the privileges 
he had earned based on his years 
of service. 

“In my case, the MTA hon-
ored me for driving my train in 
reverse, away from the towers on 
9/11 and leading passengers to 
safety. They called me a ‘hero of 
9/11.’ Policies that prevent work-
ers from practicing their religion 
are driven by fear and make no 
sense,” Harrington said. 

As a practicing Sikh, Har-
rington is required to maintain 
uncut hair and cover it with a 
turban. Harrington filed a civil 
suit against the MTA that was 
settled in 2012. Currently, today 
Sikh MTA employees are now al-
lowed to wear their turbans with 
or without the MTA logo.

“As a Sikh American, whose 
community has continuously 
faced discrimination in the work-
place, too often I have seen em-
ployees leave their job because of 
racism or religious intolerance,” 
said Dr. Paul Uppal, secretary of 
the Guru Nanak Darbar of Al-
bany. 

The legislation would amend 
the civil-rights law, the executive 
law and the labor law in relation 
to prohibiting discrimination 
against religious attire, includ-
ing facial hair. 

“An individual should never 
have to choose between their 
place of employment and their re-
ligious observance,” said Weprin.

This bill protects the rights 
of employees against discrimina-
tion for wearing any sort of reli-
giously motivated or mandated 
garb or appurtenances, includ-
ing turbans, kippahs, hijabs and 
beards, as long as such garb or 
appearance does not interfere 
with the responsibilities of the 
position.

The Bangladeshi American Advocacy Group joined elected officials and Muslim, Sikh, and Jewish leaders to lobby for a 
state law protecting the right to wear religious garb.  Photo courtesy of BAAG

BY BILL PARRY

During her State of the Dis-
trict Address last month, City 
Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst) announced 
that the plan to expand the 82nd 
Street Partnership into Corona 
was more likely because of a com-
munity agreement with the Busi-
ness Improvement District. The 
details of that agreement were 
made public Tuesday in the form 
of a Memorandum of Understand-
ing between Ferreras, the 82nd 
Street Partnership and the ex-
pansion steering committee.

The agreement clarifies 
the governing structure of the 
proposed BID and makes un-
precedented changes to give all 
stakeholders a real seat at the 
decision-making table. The MOU, 
which will be passed into law by 
Ferreras, creates an expanded 

and more diverse board of direc-
tors.

“The establishment of the 
Jackson Heights-Corona Partner-
ship is exemplary and a triumph 
over longstanding challenges 
Roosevelt Avenue has faced,” Fer-
reras said. “This is the solution 
our immigrant small businesses 
have wanted. Now we can stand 
united, take the reins of our fu-
ture and thrive like we have al-
ways deserved.”

To ensure the partnership 
operations reflect the needs of 
its diverse range of constituents, 
the board of directors will have 
25 members and contain a mini-
mum of eight seats for commu-
nity members - both residential 
and commercial tenants. The 
MOU emphasizes the organiza-
tion’s commitment to include on 
its board representatives of the 
LGBT community, street vendors 

and youth as well as commercial 
tenants and residential tenants.

Large decisions affecting the 
direction and vision of the ex-
panded BID will require 18 of 25 
board members’ support in order 
to be approved, ensuring inclu-
sion of residential and commer-
cial tenant members of the board. 
This will guarantee more open 
debate and that proposals and 
concerns from across the spec-
trum will be considered.

“This agreement reflects the 
principles and goals that should 
guide any community develop-
ment initiative,” 82nd Street Part-
nership Executive Director Leslie 
Ramos said. “We are taking a 
proven program and modifying 
it to address the needs, culture 
and customs of the community to 
ensure that all our residents and 
small businesses benefit from eq-
uitable economic growth.”

When Ramos took over the 
82nd Street Partnership last fall, 
following former Executive Di-
rector Seth Taylor’s abrupt de-
parture, she set about reopening 
the lines of communication with 
many of the small businesses 
and vendors that feared that they 
would be displaced by rising com-
mercial rents. 

“I spent a lot of time address-
ing fears based on misinforma-
tion on the street,” Ramos said. “I 
realized that we all have the same 
vision for economic prosperity 
and a strong business corridor. 
We all want a nice neighborhood 
and more shoppers in the commu-
nity, but everyone wants to have 
their voice heard.” 

The reaction to the new struc-
ture was significant. Make the 
Road New York, a local civic and 
immigrant that withdrew its sup-
port from the expansion effort in 

July, is now reconsidering.
“After 28 years living in Jack-

son Heights and 10 years running 
a business in the neighborhood, I 
know that what makes out neigh-
borhood strong is our diversity 
and inclusion,” Fausto Rodriguez, 
manager of Woodside Medical at 
90-01 Roosevelt Ave. and a mem-
ber of Make the Road New York, 
said. “Our many small businesses 
and street vendors are what make 
Roosevelt Avenue the vibrant 
hub of our community that it is 
today. With this new MOU and 
critical changes to the structure 
of the Jackson Heights-Corona 
Partnership, we can be sure that 
the BID will reflect the needs of 
all our community members and 
work to support our existing im-
migrant entrepreneurs that make 
Roosevelt Avenue great.”

 82nd Street BID thinks outside box to build support
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY TOM MOMBERG
 St. John’s Bread and 

Life program feeds about 
3,500 individuals every day 
in Queens and Brooklyn. 
For this reason and then 
some, the Brooklyn-based 
nonprofit, 795 Lexington 
Ave., was recognized last 
week by the Bank of Amer-
ica Charitable Foundation, 
as a 2014 “Neighborhood 
Builder.”

 With a $200,000 award 
split between the next two 
years, St. John’s will be 
able to further its mostly 
privately funded operating 
expenses, planning to ex-
pand services where they 
are needed most.

  Jeff Barker, New York 
market president of Bank 
of America, said that just 
as important as the money 
are the leadership training 
and associative networking 
opportunities offered by 
the Neighborhood Builders 
award.

 “In many cases, these 
nonprofits grow, and grow 
organically, under strong 
leadership,” Barker said. 
“However, the emerging 
leader training really en-
ables the directors to devel-
op a strong No. 2,” which is 
exactly the role that Bread 
and Life Food Services Di-
rector Christy Robb will 
come into under the train-
ing.

 Robb and Bread and Life 
Executive Director Tony 
Butler will also be able to 
network with organizations 
around the country during 
the training, which “for 
many of these organizations 
is the first time they have a 
chance to talk to colleagues 
around the country who are 
often going through some 
of the exact same things,” 
Barker said.

 Bread and Life has wit-
nessed a steady 4 percent to 
6 percent annual increase 
in demand for its services. 
Butler said that by network-
ing and by working with 
some local firms, Bread and 
Life will independently de-
velop a strategic plan to ad-
dress the growing hunger 
problem with this award.

 “This is very good tim-
ing, as we are looking at 

how we need to expand, be-
cause the poverty needs are 
changing in the city,” But-
ler said. “The question is 
how do we need to evolve? Is 
it geographic expansion?” 

 Butler said the greatest 
increase in poverty needs 
has been among young fam-
ilies. 

 “In New York, we have 
the rising cost of rent and 
cost of living, while the 
kinds of jobs being created 
are mostly minimum wage,” 
he said. “We often have sev-
eral families who have to 
choose between paying rent 
and paying for food.”

 The Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation, 
which focuses much of its 
efforts on community and 
workforce development, has 
recognized this growing 
need. Barker said the num-
ber of Community Builders 
applicants from poverty 
work groups and food pan-
tries has increased tremen-
dously.

 “With gleaming new 
buildings rising up in the 
city, I think we tend to for-
get the number of people 
who are struggling,” Barker 
said. “I was out at St. John’s 
a couple of weeks ago, work-
ing on the food service line. 
When you go out and experi-
ence food needs first hand, it 
kind of brings it all home.”

 After 10 years of its 
Neighborhood Builders pro-

gram, the Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation has 
invested over $160 million in 
about 800 nonprofit organi-
zations around the country, 
making it one of the most 
well-recognized grantors in 
the nonprofit community.

 Competition for Neigh-
borhood Builders awards 
has become more intense, 
and after six years of appli-
cations, Bread and Life was 
finally recognized.

 “St. John’s is a great 
organization, and what has 
resonated for us is their 
computer-based program-
ming and organization, 
which makes sure the food 
basket is dispersed appro-
priately,” Barker said. “So 
not only is St. John’s ad-
dressing hunger, it gives its 
patrons more of a freedom 
of choice, and do it in a mod-
ern technological way.”

 Butler said the award 
will free up some of his time 
and help him establish new 
connections, which will in 
turn allow the nonprofit to 
take a more in-depth look at 
the city’s food insecurities. 

 This will open us up to 
all new connections in the 
business world, as well as in 
the nonprofit world,” Butler 
said. “I like it when the non-
profit world and for-profit 
world can come together 
to make a difference in our 
communities.”

Folks from Jackson Heights line up for St. John’s Bread and Life 
mobile soup kitchen.  Photo by Michael Shain

St. John’s recognized
Bread and Life receives Community Builder award
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BY BILL PARRY

Disgruntled commut-
ers, business owners and 
community leaders rallied, 
under the 40th Street sta-
tion in Sunnyside Wednes-
day, to voice their concerns 
over frequent poor 7 train 
service. For much of the 
winter trains have been 
breaking down, bypass-
ing No. 7 subway stations; 
signals and switches have 
malfunctioned; and over-
crowded platforms contin-
ue to plague riders along 
the line.

“This is a nightmare 
that must end and it must 
end now,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “We are 
trapped in a bad dream that 
never seems to end. Riders 
are paying for a service 
that is poor, inconsistent 
and just plain late. I call on 

the MTA to publicly release 
detailed information about 
every service disruption 
over the last year during 
the rush hours and answer 
to Queens riders. Rush hour 
service has gotten worse. 
The MTA admits it. Now we 
want to know why.”

Straphangers were 
asked to share their night-
mares. 

“On the first bitter cold 
morning of the season, I 
waited over 45 minutes as 
ten trains came through 
the station, too packed for 
anyone else to board,” Sun-
nyside resident Tara Tur-
tell said. “Unfortunately, 
that was just one of many 
times the 7 train made me 
excessively late for work.”

Joshua Plant of Sun-
nyside spoke about how he 
regularly waits more than 
40 minutes on the freezing 
platform before he is able to 

squeeze on to a train. 
“This is unacceptable, 

and more importantly, it’s 
unsafe,” he said. “At any 
moment any one of us could 
fall onto the tracks due to 
overcrowding because of 
service delays and inter-
ruptions. This is not mere-
ly an inconvenience as the 

MTA announcement so 
gently puts it; this is a mat-
ter of public safety.”

The poor service is af-
fecting business in western 
Queens as well. 

“Our local businesses 
depend on the 7 train to get 
their employees to work 
and customers to their 
stores,” Sunnyside Shines 
Executive Director Ra-
chel Thieme said. “With 
frequent track work and 
increased service disrup-
tions, our neighborhood is 
being shortchanged by the 
MTA. Sunnyside’s local 
businesses deserve better.”

An MTA spokesman 
said these concerns are why 
there is a multi-year, $550 
million capital improve-
ment project underway to 
replace the antiquated 50- 
to 90-year-old signaling sys-
tem. The new system will 
allow more train to run per 

hour, reducing crowding 
and further accommodate 
the population growth in 
Queens.

The MTA is also replac-
ing nearly 2,980 feet of old 
track and repairing the 120 
year-old Steinway Tube un-
der the East River that was 
heavily damaged during 
Hurricane Sandy.

The spokesman, Kevin 
Ortiz, took umbrage at Van 
Bramer’s request several 
weeks ago that the No. 7 
run on March 1 so that 
more people could get to 
Sunnyside’s St. Pat’s for All 
Parade.

“I would like to add an 
important point,” Ortiz 
said. “The councilman 
can’t have it both ways by 
demanding that we can-
cel planned work and then 
complain that service is 
poor due to NYC Tran-
sit’s inability to get things 

done.”
Van Bramer thought 

that was ridiculous be-
cause his request was not 
granted. The No. 7 did not 
run during the parade, the 
MTA got to do the work and 
yet the service was still dis-
rupted on several occasions 
during the last two weeks.

“Look, it’s not about 
me or Kevin Ortiz,” Van 
Bramer said. “It’s about the 
people of western Queens 
who need to get to work, 
who need to make a salary 
so they can raise their fam-
ilies and pay their rents or 
mortgages. They want me 
to keep my mouth shut and 
I’m not going to do it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Riders blast MTA after disrupted No. 7 service
Van Bramer rally calls Queens line’s spotty winter performance an outrage for straphangers

This is a 
nightmare that 
must end and it 
must end now.

Jimmy Van Bramer
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BY TOM MOMBERG
 
 The state Department of Envi-

ronmental Conservation released 
a revised mute swan management 
plan for public comment on Mon-
day, after taking into consider-
ation an array of public comments 
left on the first draft in January. 

 The initial draft plan was cre-
ated after New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo vetoed a bill introduced 
by Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
that would have placed a two-year 
moratorium on a statewide DEC 
plan to eliminate over 2,000 mute 
swans.

 Rather than protecting the 
feral populations of swans that 
migrate to waterways in Jamaica 
Bay, Little Neck Bay and Howard 
Beach, the governor kept the bill 
from dismantling DEC’s goal to 
eradicate the birds by year 2025.

 The mute swan is not native to 
North America and is considered 
an invasive species by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The 
species of swan is native to Europe 
and parts of Asia, and was brought 
to Western Hemisphere to beautify 

estates in the 19th century. 
 Since then, feral populations 

of mute swans have been com-
peting with native wildlife for 
nesting areas and aquatic plant 
life. Downstate populations have 
grown fourfold since the 1970s.

 Some territorial swans have 
also been found to be aggressive 
toward humans and small chil-
dren.

By considering concerns of 
environmental groups and ani-

mal rights activists in reducing 
populations, DEC Commissioner 
Joe Martens is hoping a revised 
management plan can appeal to 
all sides of the issue, while still 
attempting to reach the depart-
ment’s 2025 goal.

 “Wildlife management can 
present challenges in trying to 
balance conflicting interests, 
such as when a beautiful bird has 
undesirable impacts,” Martens 
said in a press release.  “This re-

vised plan remains committed to 
minimizing the impacts of mute 
swans on wildlife dependent on 
wetlands for their habitats, while 
being sensitive to public concerns 
about how and where that is ac-
complished.” 

 The new draft plan contains a 
revised goal focused on minimiz-
ing the impact of the mute swan 
population as an invasive species 
rather than eradication. It also 
contains a new regional approach 
in managing populations between 
upstate and downstate New York, 
permits municipalities to keep 
swans in parks as long as specific 
conditions are met, employs non-
lethal sterilization techniques 
such as egg oiling and placing 
swans with people licensed by the 
DEC, and more concisely identi-
fies detrimental impacts of mute 
swans on the environment.

 Avella said he immediately 
reached out to animal rights 
groups to consult them about the 
changes in the plan once they 
were released, but has yet to ac-
cept the plan.

 “While I am glad that DEC has 

revisited its original inhumane 
plan to completely rid New York of 
more than 2,000 of these innocent 
birds, a complete review of the 
details in the updated plan will 
ultimately reveal whether more 
changes are needed,” he said. 
“The revised plan is the first step 
toward a better solution for mute 
swan management, but it may not 
be enough.”

 State Assemblyman Phil Gold-
feder (D-Ozone Park) represents 
the Jamaica Bay area of Queens, 
and previously spoke against 
DEC’s earlier proposals to reduce 
the bird populations. He conceded 
that sometimes animal popula-
tions must be managed.

 “I am pleased that DEC has 
listened to concerns raised by lo-
cal families about the mute swans 
and offered a compromise,” Gold-
feder said. “This plan balances 
the need for protecting vulnerable 
wild habitats, while still allowing 
these beautiful animals to contin-
ue to stay in the urban parks and 
gardens where they’ve lived for 
decades.”

BY TOM MOMBERG

 BAYSIDE — Officers of 
the 111th Precinct arrested 
a College Point man sus-
pected of raping a Bayside 
massage therapist at gun-
point, the Queens district 
attorney said.

 Police sources initially 
said the action took place in 

a Little Neck spa, but the DA 
clarified that the business 
location was in Bayside.

 A heavyset man arrived 
for his 7:30 a.m. appoint-
ment Feb. 21 at an unli-
censed Northern Boulevard 
massage parlor and alleg-
edly attacked a 42-year-old 
employee, pushing her into 
a back room where he physi-

cally removed the woman’s 
pants, made her lay down on 
a massage table and forced 
her to commit sex acts at 
gunpoint, according to the 
DA.

 “The allegations in this 
case are very disturbing,” 
said DA Attorney Richard 
Brown. “The defendant is 
accused of entering the busi-

ness, displaying what ap-
peared to be a firearm and 
forcing various sex acts on 
the victim. The defendant is 
now facing a lengthy prison 
term.”

 Luis Jessup, 37, was ar-
rested March 4 and is being 
charged with sexual as-
sault, rape, menacing and 
criminal possession of a 

weapon in connection with 
the incident, police said. 

 The defendant faces a 
sentence of up to 25 years in 
prison if found guilty.

 Jessup was arraigned 
in Queens Criminal court 
March 5, during which his 
bail was set at $50,000. The 
DA said he did not post 
bail.

Luis Jessup, 37, is caught on se-
curity footage at a Bayside sa-
lon, according to police.

The state Department of Environmental Conservation seeks public input on mute 
swan management plan.

State revises its mute swan control plan
DEC’s original draft to reduce native species population sparked controversy in borough

College Point man arrested in Bayside spa rape: NYPD
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$CASH$$CASH$

Last week we selected our fi nal resting place.
Now we’re living life to the fullest.

Please mail to:
St. John Cemetery

80-01 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894–4888

NAME _______________________
ADDRESS ____________________
                  ____________________
PHONE ______________________
EMAIL _______________________

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet. 
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.

I am interested in:

www.ccbklyn.org
Mausoleum Space        Cremation Niches

NYP 3/15/15

ST. JOHN CEMETERY
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$50000 Off
This is a Pre-Construction 

Certifi cate of Savings 

of $500.00 per space in 

the soon to be completed 

St. Mary’s Mausoleum.

Discount may be discontinued without prior notice.

72-02 Astoria Boulevard
East Elmhurst, NY 11370

718-278-3240
St. Mary’s 
Community
Mausoleum

St. Mary’s Community Mausoleum

BY BILL PARRY

Armondo’s Italian 
Restaurant has reopened 
nearly a year after its old 
Jackson Heights location 
was destroyed during the 
five-alarm fire at the Bru-
son Building in April. 

Owner Jerry Crisci 
moved into the former 
Trieste Restaurant, at 73-
16 Northern Blvd., after a 
search for space on 37th 
Avenue.

“My wife Patricia and I 
had the old location at the 
corner of 37th Avenue and 
75th Street for 42 years,” 
Crisci said. “Of course, we 
wanted to stay on 37th Av-
enue.  It’s the main drag in 
Jackson Heights, but I was 
shocked at the rents. One 
tiny place was going for 
$18,000 a month. It was time 
to look elsewhere.”

When he heard that Tri-
este owner Elio Honovic 

was retiring, he jumped at 
the chance to move in. Af-
ter a complete remodeling, 
Armondo’s had a “soft open-

ing” on Valentine’s Day and 
now he’s waiting for warmer 
weather before scheduling a 
grand opening.

“A lot of our customers 
are getting up in years, so 
it’s best to wait until all the 
ice goes away,” Crisci said. 

“I was surprised at how 
many familiar faces made 
it here on Valentine’s Day. 
Even though we’re just four 
blocks away from the old 
place I was afraid nobody 
would find it.”

Crisci said the fire that 
broke out in the Bruson 
Building was heartbreak-
ing. 

“I’m standing there on 
the corner watching 42 
years of my life go up in 
flames, but it wasn’t just us.  
There were 50-something 
businesses that made their 
home in that building so 
that was hard to watch.”

Jerry and Patricia Cris-
ci, both 67, thought about 
retiring but weren’t ready. 

“We love the restaurant 
business and we thought 
about staying closer to 
home in Westchester, but 
our customers in Jackson 
Heights are like family. If 
we were going to stay in the 

business, we wanted to stay 
in Jackson Heights.”

The new Armondo’s 
looks different because the 
decor is more modern, but 
the staff is the same. The 
menu has been upgraded 
with some healthier option. 

And well he misses the 
bustle of 37th Avenue and 
the proximity of the No. 7 
subway line, Crisci thinks 
Northern Boulevard will 
suit them just fine.

“Northern Boulevard 
might become the new 37th 
Avenue,” he said. “There’s 
new stores and restaurants 
opening up here all the 
time. I think they’re pricing 
everyone out over on 37th 
Avenue. I mean, $18,000 a 
month? I couldn’t believe 
it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Jerry and Patricia Crisci reopen Armondo’s in Jackson Heights but at a new location after 42 years 
on 37th Avenue. Photo courtesy of Facebook

Armondo’s Restaurant reopens in Jackson Heights
Burned out of the Bruson Building after 42 years, a couple discovers Northern Blvd.
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of work that will progress 
with NYCFC’s season plus 
I have a solo art show at 
Lowbrow Artique on April 
10 and other projects in the 
pipeline. I’m moving for-
ward  ---the grieving period 
is over.”

The end of 5Pointz came 
suddenly the night of Nov. 
19, 2013. That’s when Jerry 
Wolkoff, the owner of the 
blocklong warehouse com-
plex at 22-44 Jackson Ave. 
in Long Island City, ordered 
workers to whitewash over 
more than 350 murals of 
street art.

Meres and the 5Pointz 
artists had tried to save 
their art by suing Wolkoff, 
but Brooklyn Federal 
Judge Frederic Block ruled 
against them. Days later 
the work of hundreds of 
aerosol artists from around 
the world was destroyed 
and one year later the de-
molition of the complex was 
complete.

Workers are preparing 
the three-acre site for the 
construction of Wolkoff’s 

two luxury high-rise resi-
dential towers, one 47 sto-
ries and the other 41 stories, 
that will contain nearly 
1,000 units.

None of that matters 
to Jonathan Meres Cohen 
now. He says he has moved 
on to new projects.

“It will surprise many 
that the work Meres did for 
NYCFC is on canvas, not on 
a wall,” longtime 5Pointz 

spokeswoman Marie Cecil 
Flageul said. “NYCFC has 
a non-profit fund-raising 
operation. Meres did it on 
canvas so it could be auc-
tioned off in the future.”

She added that the soc-
cer team knew that only 
Meres could deliver what 
they wanted. 

Continued from Page 1 

5 Pointz
the so-called Boulevard 
of Death, as part of the 
city capital budget that 
includes $250 million to 
transform four high crash 
arterial roads into safe 
streets.

“My dream in life is to 
not call Queens Boulevard 
the Boulevard of Death,” 
City Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
said at the rally. “It is time 
to start putting real money 
into this initiative so that 
we can see results sooner. 
Let’s stop using Queens 
Boulevard as a highway 
and start bringing it back 
as a pathway for our com-
munity.

Koslowitz, who has 
lived in the area for 53 
years, told the crowd about 
her first term on the City 
Council in the ‘90s when 
nearly 100 people were 
killed on the roadway dur-
ing a 10-year span. “I made 
it my mission to change 
that, and over time we 
have seen a dramatic de-
crease in death,” Koslow-

itz said. “However, that 
doesn’t mean our work is 
done.”

DOT Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg told a 
City Council budget hear-
ing March 5 that work 
would begin at the west-
ern end of the boulevard 
this year, near the inter-
section of Queens Boule-
vard and Roosevelt Av-
enue, and then move east 
toward 73rd Avenue. This 
follows a January work-
shop at PS 11 in Woodside 
where nearly 100 residents 
and merchants called for 
calmed service roads, im-
proved crossings, the ad-
dition of a protected bike 
lane and beautification.

“We want to try and 
envision something more 
grand,” Trottenberg said. 
“Something that makes it 
a more livable street, that 
looks at greenery, that 
looks at bus lanes, bike 
lanes, you name it.” Con-
struction plans are not yet 
finalized, she added, and 
will be contingent on feed-
back from the community.

“It is important that 
our city continue to make 
strategic capital invest-

ments into our transpor-
tation infrastructure in 
western Queens,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said.  Much of the 7.2 mile 
corridor runs through his 
and state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris’ (D-Astoria) dis-
trict.

“This major funding 
commitment is welcome 
news for all who have 
known Queens Boulevard 
as the Boulevard of Death 
for too long,” Gianaris 
said. “We have worked 
to solve this problem for 
years and though I wish 
improvements would have 
happened sooner, I’m glad 
to see that steps are being 
taken to make this dan-
gerous street safer. I will 
continue to work with 
DOT and our community 
to ensure Queens Boule-
vard fixes are put in place 
quickly and effectively as 
possible.”

The question of when 
the work would begin, and 
how long it would take to 
complete, had one pro-
tester at the Borough Hall 
rally worried. 

Continued from Page 1 

Boulevard

New York’s newest professional sports team turns to Jonathan 
Meres Cohen, of 5Pointz fame, to do its promotional artwork. 

Courtesy NYCFC
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to explain to us why this 
hasn’t happened, despite be-
ing led to believe it would,” 
City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) said in a state-
ment.

A group of 12 congres-
sional lawmakers wrote 
a letter to de Blasio dated 
March 9 decrying the holi-
day’s absence on the calen-
dar. 

The letter’s signatories 
included U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing), U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), U.S. Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney (D-Asto-
ria) and U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica). 

“We are happy to work 
with you to resolve any out-
standing barriers to imple-
menting an Asian Lunar 
New Year school holiday for 
the 2016-2017 New York City 
Department of Education 
school holiday calendar,” 
the congressional lawmak-
ers wrote. 

Out of the 2.2 million 
residents in Queens Coun-
ty, 24 percent are Asian, 
according to the 2010 U.S. 
Census. In Flushing alone, 
57 percent of residents are 

Asian. 
Christine Colligan, co-

president of the Korean 
American Parents Associa-
tion of New York, congrat-
ulated the Muslim com-
munity but said de Blasio 
faltered on his promise to 
make Lunar New Year a 
school holiday.

The Asian community 
has been trying to get Lu-
nar New Year to be recog-
nized as a school holiday 
for the last 20 years, Colli-
gan said.

“What is the reason for 
excluding?,” she said. “Is 
the mayor lying or is he 
going to be acting just like 
Bloomberg, who’s been not 

listening to the request of 
the Asian community. This 
is the city that has a great 
diversity and variety of cul-
ture.”

De Blasio said he would 
continue to work with City 
Schools Chancellor Car-
men Farina on getting Lu-
nar New Year recognized 
as a school holiday. 

“What we’ve found in 
this process is that we are 
in a very tight situation, 
as I said, with the num-
ber of days that we have to 
achieve each year, so it’s 
going to take more work to 
get to that,” he said. “We 
remain focused on it, but 
it will take more work, be-
cause we have to balance a 
lot of factors.”

Wiley Norvell, a spokes-
man for the mayor’s office, 
stressed the issues are  
merely logistical, noting 
the Eid holiday took time to 
create.

Under state law, schools 
are required to meet 180 
days of instruction between 
September and June each 
school year, with about 15 
holidays falling within the 
school year, he said. They 
have to add or subtract 
days to the school calendar 
based on when floating hol-
idays fall, he explained. 

ners, eight of whom live in 
Flushing. Of the 13 practi-
tioners, 11 were believers 
and two were non-believers 
allegedly targeted based 
on the alliance’s mistaken 
identification of them as 
Falun Gong believers, the 
lawsuit said. 

No phone number was 
listed for the alliance.

The practitioners prac-
tice the Falun Gong re-
ligion at the Falun Gong 
Spiritual Center at 40-46 
Main St. in Flushing. They 
also participate in religious 
activities at five designated 
Falun Gong sites, also in 
Flushing.  

Since 2008, the practi-
tioners claim, the alliance 
has conducted a campaign 
of violence and intimida-
tion that includes a series 
of direct violent attacks or 
threats by Michael Chu and 
Li Huahong, along with 

Wan Hongjuan, Zhu Zirou 
and other associates, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

The campaign also in-
cluded incitement and in-
stigation of attacks by Chu 
and Li through their own 
statements and the materi-
als the alliance’s support-
ers distribute daily under 
their direction, the lawsuit 
said. 

The group is seeking 
injunctive relief based on 
testimony and evidence 
provided at the trial as well 
as compensatory, punitive 
and statutory damages. 
They also want a jury trial. 

The lawsuit notes three 
key incidents of violence 
and intimidation directed 
against the Falun Gong 
community in Flushing in 
2008, three in 2009 and four 
in 2011, compared to more 
than 10 incidents in 2014 
and three in 2015. 

The attorney represent-
ing the practitioners, Terri 
Marsh, executive director 
and senior litigation part-
ner of the Human Rights 

Law Foundation, said the 
case is about the constitu-
tional rights of American 
citizens and residents. 

“It is more particularly 
about the rights of a reli-
gious minority to practice 
their religion freely and 
peacefully without con-
cerns about ongoing acts of 
violence, death threats and 
other forms of intimida-
tion,” Marsh said in a state-
ment. 

“It is, of course, also 
about the constitutional 
rights of a specific religious 
minority, Falun Gong, i.e., 
to practice religious beliefs 
freely and peacefully with-
out violent forms of inter-
ference,” Marsh continued.

The alliance has 21 days 
after receipt of service to 
file an answer or a motion 
to dismiss. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Lunar

Continued from Page 1 

Falun Gong

Lawmakers and Asian leaders 
are up in arms over the ab-
sence of Lunar New Year on the 
school calendar.   
 Photo by Michael Shain 
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