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BY BILL PARRY

The commanding offi-
cer’s final day at the 104th 
Precinct in Maspeth didn’t 
go as planned due to a 
burglary suspect who al-
legedly opened fire at his 
officers Monday morning. 
Jeremy Clark, 27, of Roch-

ester, New Hampshire was 
arrested after allegedly 
firing one shot at police of-
ficers near the intersection 
on 56th Avenue and 60th 
Street, according to the 
NYPD.

“It was kind of crazy out 
there,” Capt. Christopher 
Manson said. It all began 

when Clark parked his 
Dodge Dart at 56th Avenue 
and 61st Street and fired a 
shot at a woman, according 
to police.

Police responded to a 
911 call of shots fired as 
Clark hid in a home on 56th 

BY BILL PARRY

A transit advocacy group has 
begun a novel campaign it hopes 
will convince Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo and state legislators to fund 
the MTA’s proposed $32 billion 
capital plan to improve to city’s 
aging subway system. 

Members of the Riders Alli-

ance collected “subway horror 
stories” at Queensboro Plaza  in 
Long Island City during Tues-
day’s morning rush hour, part of 
a weeklong drive throughout the 
five boroughs.

“There’s no end to the com-
plaints, especially here on the No. 
7 subway line,” Rider Alliance or-
ganizer Jess Nizar said. “And all 

of these complaints can be fixed 
with proper funding.”

More than 50 straphangers 
took a moment to fill out the card 
finishing the sentence “My sub-
way horror story is...”

The cards and other stories 
contributed online will be pre-
sented to the governor and state 
lawmakers to underscore the ur-

gency of proper funding.
No. 7 train rider Carol Crump 

wrote “weekend and late night 
service on the 7 train has been a 
joke. Sometimes I have to resort 
to taking the bus or car service 
and that’s not sustainable or af-
fordable.”

Service on the N/Q line also 
drew some fire from disgruntled 
riders. 

Emily Hultman wrote “signal 
problems have stranded me at 
night several times in the past 
year on the N/Q. It isn’t safe to be 
kicked off a train to fend for your-
self in a deserted part of town at 
night.”

But one rider wished she rode 
the 7 instead of the N/Q.

 Linda Smith, a lifelong As-
toria resident wrote that “each 
night I watch five 7 trains pull 
into Queensboro Plaza while 
standing in the freezing cold wait-
ing for one N or Q to arrive. It usu-
ally takes 30 minutes on a good 
night and it is already packed. 
Then two or three N or Q trains 
will pull in within five minutes of 
each other. That makes no sense 
at all!!! We Astoria riders feel like 

In a bid to improve service, The Riders Alliance is urging straphangers to post their “horror stories” of their daily com-
mutes on the No. 7 Flushing line at the Queensboro Plaza station.  Photo courtesy of Riders Alliance

BY MADINA TOURE

Newly appointed Chairman 
Bob Turner said the Queens Re-
publican Party has a lot of work 
to undertake to reunify the party 
after decades of discord stem-
ming from the stalemate over the 
chairmanship position. 

“I think we’ve got a lot of work 
ahead of us and I’m anxious to 
get started. This party has been 
split for a very long time and the 
efforts on behalf of everyone to 
get this united and start working 
together is great,” Turner told 
TimesLedger in an interview. 
“I’m hoping and I expect that I’ll 
be the guy to do this job, to unite 
and help heal and put the party in 
the right direction.”

The Board of Elections voted 
10-0 to recognize Turner as the 
party’s chairman Monday morn-
ing. 

State Republican Committee 
Chairman Ed Cox formally an-
nounced Turner’s appointment 
at a rally at the American Legion 
Center, Continental Post #1424 at 
107-15 Metropolitan Ave. in For-

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The Greater Jamaica Development Corpora-
tion announced Hope Knight, former CEO of Up-
per Manhattan Empowerment Zone, will succeed 
Carlisle Towery, who served as president for the 
not-for-profit for the last 40 years.

Greater Jamaica has new CEO 
to replace Towery after 40 years

Deputy Inspector Ronald Leyson (r.) pass-
es command of the 110th Precinct to 
Captain Christopher Manson. 
Photo courtesy 110th Precinct Community Council

Turner named 
peacemaker at
Queens GOP

Alliance collects subway horrors
Straphangers tell tales at Queensboro Plaza to compel state to upgrade system

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 8

Changing of guard at 104th

A CNG Publication • Vol. 4, No. 12 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AR
. 2

2,
 2

01
5

2

Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org

Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY 
April 26th

Noon to 3PM

FREE Door To Door Transportation from Queens

on Children’s Faces

Beautiful Campus conveniently located close to the 

    LI Expressway in Nassau County

 Your child deserves
a very special summer!
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BY BILL PARRY

Nearly three dozen members 
of Queens Neighborhoods United 
rallied across the street from the 
82nd Street Partnership Monday, 
protesting the plan to expand the 
business improvement district 
from Jackson Heights into Co-
rona. 

The group of small business 
and small property owners, ten-
ants and vendors is angry that 
their voices aren’t being heard 
despite a community deal reached 
last week that makes changes 
to the BID’s structure to give all 
stakeholders a place at the deci-
sion-making table.”

The board of directors will 
have 25 members and contain a 
minimum of eight seats for com-
munity members - both residen-
tial and commercial tenants.

Tania Mattos, an organizer 
with Queens Neighborhood Unit-
ed, who delivered 200 ballots vot-
ing against the expansion to City 
Hall two weeks ago, said no one in 
her group had  heard from 82nd 
Street Partnership Executive Di-
rector Leslie Ramos since. So they 
gathered in front of a store called 
Fever, which is going out of busi-
ness at 37-03 82nd St., and banged 

drums while chanting, “No to the 
BID.”

Arturo Ignacio Sanchez, the 
chairman of the Newest New 
Yorkers Committee at Community 
Board 3, observed the protest.

 “Why wouldn’t she meet with 
them? These are all young people, 
second-generation college stu-
dents,” he said. “These are pre-
cisely the people she should be 
reaching out to in a civic engage-
ment. Instead she takes a more 
strategic approach and engages 
who she considers to be commu-
nity leaders.”

Sanchez added that he has been 
introduced to Ramos twice, but 
the expansion plan was never dis-
cussed. “She says she’s met with 
leaders, but she hasn’t spoken to 
me about it,” he said.

One protester stood out from 
the others. Carl Belin heard about 
the rally through social media and 
said he had to be a part of it, hav-
ing just moved to East Elmhurst 
two weeks ago.

“I’ve seen firsthand what gen-
trification does to whole neigh-
borhoods,” Belin said. “I moved 
here from Pittsburgh, where they 
promised jobs when they moved in 
chain stores and a corporate office 
of Google. We watched as the rents 

went sky high to the point where 
you couldn’t afford to live in the 
city, you couldn’t even stay in 
the county. It happened in Pitts-
burgh, it’s happening across the 
country.”

When the rally was an hour 
old, Mattos and six of the protes-
tors crossed over and entered the 
offices of the 82nd Street Partner-
ship unsure if Ramos would meet 
with them. She welcomed them 
and immediately agreed to meet 
with protesters, but without the 
media. Sanchez, a columnist for 
the newspaper QueensLatino, did 
not attend.

“We don’t have enough space 
for everyone,” Ramos said. The 
closed door meeting went well ac-
cording to both sides.

“I think the objective was met 
in that she saw that there is still 
opposition to the BID expansion,” 
Mattos said. “She spoke with each 
of them extensively, but they left 
the meeting feeling the same - 
not convinced that the expansion 
should go forward.”

Ramos said the protesters 
spoke of how their businesses are 
failing because of a lack of custom-
ers.

 “I told them the goal of the 
BID is to bring more customers 

into the area,” she said. “What 
they need is advice and business 
services. The way to attract more 
clients is through beautification, 
special events, marketing and ac-
cess to government services. It’s 
a model that has worked in other 
communities.”

Ramos also explained that she 
had reached out to the leaders of 
Queens Neighborhood United on 

several occasions but had never 
heard back. Since taking over in 
October, Ramos has met hundreds 
of stakeholders and the commu-
nity deal reached last week had 
brought Make the Road New York 
back into the process after the ad-
vocacy group left there seat on the 
expansion’s Steering Committee 
last July.

Protesters say their voices aren't being heard in the process of expanding the 
Jackson Heights BID into Corona. Photo by Bill Parry

Protest on 82nd Street
Partnership fi nds there is still opposition to expansion

BY TOM MOMBERG
 
 Safety, security and crum-

bling conditions were the high-
light of a city Department of In-
vestigation report released last 
week, following an examination 
of 25 Queens and Brooklyn home-
less shelters.

 The report detailed dozens 
of violations at each of the six 
Queens shelters that DOI inspect-
ed, finding work completed with-
out building permits, fire code vi-
olations, emergency preparedness 
violations, cockroach and rodent 
infestations and much more. 

 The report said the city’s De-
partment of Homeless Services 
is to blame for the decrepit con-
ditions of many of its affiliated 
shelters. DHS has apparently been 
turning a blind eye.

 The DOI found that “while the 
mechanisms DHS currently has 
in place should and often do iden-

tify health and safety concerns, 
DHS does insufficient follow-up 
to ensure that hazardous and un-
healthy conditions are corrected, 
and little enforcement when vio-
lations, even egregious ones, per-
sist.”

 “To its credit, DHS recognizes 

the need for change and is reform-
ing the way it does business to ad-
dress the concerns raised in the 
report and better serve the city’s 
homeless families,” said DOI Com-
missioner Mark Peters. “Much 
work still needs to be done, and 
DOI will be here to monitor the 

progress.” 
 Tier II facilities in the DHS 

Families and Children system 
house over 7,400 families and 
are mostly run by nonprofits in 
non-city-owned buildings. Those 
facilities, like the Jamaica Fam-
ily Residence, Briarwood Family 
Residence and the Corona Fam-
ily Residence in Queens, are sup-
posed to be subject to pretty rigor-
ous DHS inspections.

 DHS also sanctions “hotels” 
for about 2,050 families, citywide, 
for small families, single parents 
or single pregnant women and 
also leases to private residents. 
None of the hotels used by DHS 
are under contract with DHS, ac-
cording to the report. 

 Hotels, such as the Lincoln 
Atlantic Motor Inn, King’s Inn 
Family Center and the Kingston 
Family Residence in Queens, are 
governed by statutory require-
ments, but they are not required 

to provide as many social services 
and are not subject to DHS inspec-
tions in the same way that Tier II 
facilities and cluster program fa-
cilities are.

 DOI’s report said DHS’ failure 
to contract with shelter providers 
in the past had “resulted in sig-
nificant negative consequences. 
When DHS does not bring on a 
shelter facility through the pro-
curement process, it does not sub-
ject the provider to competition 
and does not give DHS service and 
price comparisons as to any other 
bidders.”

 State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), previously the chairman of 
the Senate Social Services Com-
mittee, said appalling conditions 
at many of the city’s homeless 
shelters had prompted him to call 
for investigations in the past. He 
said he hopes the DOI’s report will 
urge the city and DHS to take im-
mediate action.

A March Department of Investigation report found 10 Department of Buildings 
violations, eight FDNY violations and 12 Housing Preservation and Development 
violations at the Briarwood Family Residence. Google Earth

Queens shelters riddled with violations: Report



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AR
. 2

2,
 2

01
5

4

$50000 Off
This is a Pre-Construction 

Certifi cate of Savings 

of $500.00 per space in 

the soon to be completed 

St. Mary’s Mausoleum.

Discount may be discontinued without prior notice.

72-02 Astoria Boulevard
East Elmhurst, NY 11370

718-278-3240
St. Mary’s 
Community
Mausoleum

St. Mary’s Community Mausoleum

BY BILL PARRY
 
Preservationists fear 

that time is running out on 
the Clock Tower. The future 
of the iconic building, which 
sits at the northeast corner 
of Queens Plaza in Long 
Island City, is in question 
now that its owner, Prop-
erty Markets Group, has 
submitted plans to build a 
tower on the adjacent lot at 
29-37 41st Ave.

The 70-story mixed-
use high-rise would be the 
tallest building in Queens 
with 930 apartments, retail 
space, a parking garage 
with 100 spaces, a health 
club and swimming pool, 
according to the city De-
partment of Buildings.

“It certainly has caused 
alarm,” author and pres-
ervationist Michael Perl-
man said. “It would be a 
preservation travesty if it’s 
demolished and it would 

resurrect sentiments like 
when the original Penn Sta-
tion was demolished. We’re 
hoping the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
Landmarks does something 
 it before it’s lost.”

The Clock Tower was 
built as the Manhattan 
Bank Building in 1927 and 
it was the tallest building in 
Queens until the Citigroup 
Building opened at 1 Court 
Square in 1990. It has been 
mostly vacant for the last 
quarter century.

In November, Property 
Markets Group bought the 
Clock Tower for more than 
$31 million. Perlman and a 
half dozen other area resi-
dents started the website 
pluspartners.org when they 
learned that the remaining 
few tenants received notices 
of lease terminations in No-
vember, effective May 31, in-
forming them of the “land-
lord’s intention to demolish 

all or part of the building.” 
After Property Mar-

kets Group’s plans for the 
772-foot-building became 
known last week, Crain’s 
New York Business report-
ed that the proposed tower 
is four times bigger than 
what the site was zoned for 
and the developer would 
need more land. 

A spokesman for Proper-
ty Markets Group refused to 
comment on the zoning is-
sue for the planned residen-
tial high-rise and the future 
of the Clock Tower.

“We hope the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
landmarks it for history’s 
sake,” Perlman said. “It 
was responsible for a major 
boom in commerce and is 
one of the most significant 
architectural landmarks in 
the borough. I’ve been a fan 
since childhood growing up 
in Forest Hills, so you can 
say the preservation fight is 

a labor of love.”
Technically, the Clock 

Tower doesn’t enjoy “land-
mark status” because it’s 
still under active review 
by the Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission. If the 
Clock Tower is granted des-
ignation as an individual 
landmark by the LPC, any 
proposed changes to the ex-
terior of the building would 
be subject to the approval of 
the commission.

Applications that entail 
major changes to the build-
ing are brought to a public 
hearing, allowing the com-
munity to be involved in the 
approval process.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Preservasionists fear the Clock Tower in Queens Plaza is in greater 
danger now that its owner plans to build something much bigger 
next door. Photo by Bill Parry

Plans for high-rise may doom Clock Tower
Preservationists fear city Landmarks Commission will not rescue iconic Long Island City building

www.Timesledger.com
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The best 
kept secret on 
Long Island

8 HICKS LANE GREAT NECK, NY, 11024

516.466.5959
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM & FACEBOOK

UNDER: WEARHOUSEHICKSLANE 

WWW.WEARHOUSEHICKLANE.COM

Badgley Mischka

Kay Unger 

Mikael Aghal 

See by Chloe

Genny 

CLASS Roberto Cavalli

Lorena Sarbu Naeem Khan  

M Missoni 

Robert Rodriquez

 Isabel Sanchis 

Marchesa Notte 

Pamela Roland & More

DESIGNER LABELS AT 
DISCOUNT PRICES

BY MADINA TOURE

The state Assembly 
passed the anti-human traf-
ficking bill Monday, the 
first bill the chamber has 
supported in Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s 10-point women’s 
equality agenda. 

The bill, which was 
passed as part of anti-hu-
man trafficking package of 
bills, increases penalties 
across the board for human 
trafficking and labor traf-
ficking. It increases degrees 
of aggravated patronizing 
of a minor, creating a civil 
action for victims of traf-
ficking against the perpe-
trators.

It also raises sex traf-
ficking to a class A violent 
felony and labor trafficking 
to a class D violent felony 
and creates a class E felony 
of patronizing a person for 
prostitution in a school 
zone. 

State Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) said the bill has been 
negotiated for a while and 
that it has many provisions.

“The basic thing is to 
prevent young girls from 
being sex trafficked into 
prostitution and protect-
ing them and not treating 
them like criminals and 
increasing penalties for the 
real criminals who are tak-
ing advantage of and using 

these children,” Weprin 
said.

The Assembly’s anti-
human trafficking package 
included bills mandating  
prostitution offenses and 
services to human traffick-
ing victims, establishing a 
human trafficking hotline, 
adding members to the 
board of the interagency 
task force on human traf-
ficking, creating a standard 
uniform anti-trafficking 
recognition training pro-
gram and exempting vic-
tims of sex trafficking from 
the DNA databank fee. 

The Senate passed the 
anti-human trafficking bill 
in the women’s equality 
agenda Jan. 12. In June 2013, 
Cuomo’s Women’s Equality 
Act failed to pass the state 
Legislature by session’s end 
despite widespread support 
in the state Assembly be-
cause of one provision bol-
stering abortion rights. 

The 10-point bill — now 
nine as one of the bills was 
passed as part of another 
law — set out to address 
unequal pay, reproductive 
rights and discriminatory 
practices against women 
while tightening penalties 
against sexual harassment 
and sex trafficking and re-
ceived mostly bipartisan 
support.

The Senate has passed 
eight of the nine bills, ac-
cording to Scott Reif, a 

spokesman for the Senate 
Republicans.

The Assembly, for its 
part, is still discussing the 
remaining seven bills in 
the agenda, said Dan Cho, 
Weprin’s director of com-
munications and intergov-
ernmental relations. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said human 
trafficking affects the most 
vulnerable individuals in 
society, including those who 
are poor and immigrants. 

“I think the point here 
is that human trafficking 
is such a serious problem, 
such a terrible problem, 
that it’s time we pass it,” 
Stavisky said. 

In October, Cuomo signed 
a law requiring case records 
involving 16- or 17-year-old 
victims to be sealed so that 
future employers cannot 
find out about their history. 

It also classifies young 
victims as sexually ex-
ploited children rather 
than adults and gives them 
youthful offender status 
if they are prosecuted for 
prostitution.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), whose 
district includes Roosevelt 
Avenue, the epicenter of 
human trafficking in the 
tri-state area, was overall 
pleased with the proposal 
but said it misses a key part: 
coercion of minors. 

The state Assembly passed the anti-human trafficking bill this week. 

Anti-traffi cking vote
Assembly passes fi rst bill in women’s agenda
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The RoboTigers, the ro-
botics team from Queens 
Vocational and Technical 
High School in Long Is-
land City, have gone onto 
win the regional games in 
the Annual First Robot-
ics Competition at Jacob 
Javits Center this Sunday 
and will continue into the 
championships in St. Lou-
is, MI.  

Other Queens based 
high school teams also did 
well, Team 2601 Townsend 
Harris High School from 
Flushing won the Regional 
Engineering Inspiration 

Award and Team 5599 from 
Benjamin N. Cardozo High 
School from Bayside won 
the Rookie Inspiration 
Award.

There were a total 66 
teams; about 45 teams from 
the city, an estimated 11 
teams from across NYS, 
and nine international 
teams, mostly from China. 

The Annual First Robot-
ics Competition is a multi-
day themed competition 
where almost 2,500 high 
school students battle with 
their custom-built robots 
in a high-stakes, high-ener-
gy, sportstyle tournament 
against designated chal-

lenges. The robot theme 
for this year was recycling 
for the teams. Robots score 
points measured on how ef-
ficiently and quickly they 
can stack recycling con-
tainers, properly dispose 
of pool noodles which rep-
resent litter, and placing 
the containers properly. 
Each team must create an 
alliance with two other 
teams in order to win the 
regionals. The winning al-
liance goes onto compete in 
the final championships in 
Missouri. 

“Our robot stacks in 
the field through a human 
feeding station, it has an 

elevator & a claw system,” 
said Bradley James,16, in 
the build team. “It could be 
used to help stack things, 
clear out landfills, or com-
mercial use.” 

It took the RoboTigers 
about six weeks before 
the competition to design, 
build, and test their robot, 
who have been contending 
in robotic tournaments 
since 2006. 

“We have a special de-
vice that actually reaches 
out and grabs the recycling 
bins,” said James, about the 
special feature that stands 
out from other robots in the 
competition. 
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Queens Community 

Board 7 unanimously 
passed a motion at its 
monthly board meeting 
last week approving the re-
naming of 154th Street and 
26th Avenue in Flushing 
“Heroes Memorial Way” to 
honor victims of the Sept. 
11, 2001 attacks and civil 
servants who perished in 
the line of duty.  

The corner will consist 
of a memorial park that  will 
honor Vincent Cangelosi, a 
former resident of Astoria 
who worked at One World 
Trade Center, along with 
other 9/11 heroes and civil 
servants such as police of-
ficers and firefighters.

It will also include a 
monument honoring slain 
Officers Wenjian Liu and 
Rafael Ramos, who were 
gunned down in Brooklyn 
Dec. 20 as they sat in their 
squad car as well as a sus-
tainability learning center 
for youth and other resi-
dents in the area. 

“The way somebody’s 
honored in this park is not 

by saving a small child 
from getting hit by a car — 
even though that person is a 
hero as well — but the per-
son who gets in the park is 
someone who served in the 
military, someone who is a 
civil worker, someone who 
perished in 9/11, someone 
who is patriotic to our coun-
try,” said Daniel Naimoli, a 
Flushing resident and Can-
gelosi’s cousin, who came 
up with the idea to start the 
park. 

In the spring of 2013, 
Naimoli approached the 
Queens North Presbyterian 
Church about building a 
9/11 memorial park on its 
 vacant property in honor of 
his cousin, the late Vincent 
Cangelosi, who worked for 
Cantor Fitzgerald, which 
was in one of the doomed 
towers.

But he decided to have 
the memorial park honor 
not only his cousin but all 
civil servants such as police 
officers, firefighters and 
military workers who died 
during the 9/11 assault  or 
simply in the line of duty. 

The corner of 154th Street and 27th Avenue will be renamed 
"Heroes Memorial Way."

The RoboTigers Team 1796, from Queens Vocational and Technical High School in Long Island City, stack their robot with bins at the 
First Robotics Competition held at Jacob Javits Center.   Photo by Sadef Kully

Corner in Flushing 
to honor 9/11 heroes 

LIC tech HS wins match
RoboTigers will now head to national robotics competition
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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249-11 Northern Blvd. | Little Neck, New York | (718) 428–8800
www.ContisRestaurant.com | Valet Parking | Open 6 Days (Closed Tuesday) 

APPETIZER
Soup of the Day or Salad

YOUR CHOICE OF ENTREE
Gnocchi alla Conti

Homemade potato dumplings with zucchini, roasted red 
peppers, and prosciutto in a light cream sauce

Pappardelle Porcini
Homemade pappardelle pasta with a porcini mushroom sauce, 

topped with shaved parmesan cheese and white truffl e oil
Chicken Scarpariello

With onions, peppers, rosemary and white wine
Add sausage $2.00

Red Snapper Martini
Filet of red snapper encrusted in a parmiggiano crust 

served over a bed of spinach
Arrosto D’Anatra

Roasted Long Island duck with a rich Gran Marnier sauce

YOUR CHOICE OF DESSERT
(Includes American coffee or tea)

*Cannot be combined with any other discounted offer

30% OFF
ALL WINE BOTTLES

Mon. | Wed. | Thurs.

MON. & THURS. 

LIVE MUSIC

WED. NIGHT 

UNLIMITED 
PASTA 

Choice of 3 Homemade 
Pasta Dishes 

(Includes Salad)

RISTORANTE

PRIX FIX MENU
$2795* pp + tax & gratuity | Mon. to Thurs. 5 to 7 p.m.

second class citizens - and 
the governor and our pub-
lic officials are the ones re-
sponsible to fund our public 
transit system.”

John Raskin, the execu-
tive director of the Riders 

Alliance, believes that it’s 
too easy to blame the MTA 
for all the breakdowns and 
malfunctions.

 “The real culprits are 
Gov. Cuomo and members 
of the state Legislature who 
have not stepped up to pro-
vide funds that would fix 
and upgrade our subways,” 
Raskin said. “Our transit 

system is better in every 
way than it was back in the 
1980s, but if we don’t invest 
the funds to maintain it, 
we’ll see the bad old days 
come back.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Riders

Towery, who is retiring 
after more than four de-
cades at the helm of GJDC, 
welcomed Knight’s appoint-
ment.

“I could not be more 
delighted to leave Greater 
Jamaica Development Cor-
poration in the capable and 
dedicated hands of Hope 
Knight,” said Towery, who 
will continue on as a con-
sultant for a few projects. 
“Jamaica is poised to reach 
even greater heights in 
the future, and everything 
about Hope’s experience 
and commitment gives us 
reason to believe she will 
help take us there.”

Downtown Jamaica has 
seen a dramatic upsurge 
in development activi-
ties, especially around the 
transportation hub where 
the subway, Long Island 
Railroad and the Air Train 
converge. 

“We started when this 
area was deteriorating. 
The first 10 years were the 
worst,” said Towery, who 
is in his late 70s. “We had 
‘white’ flight and block-

busting, but thanks to pub-
lic investments there have 
been enormous changes. 
We started building back.”

Towery recalled public 
changes such as building a 
new subway, the consolida-
tion of all the Queens civil 
courts, industrial reten-
tion, the Air Train and the 
opening of CUNY’s York 
College in Jamaica.   

“It has been gratifying 
to see the progress and to 
have a successor who is so 
qualified is wonderful,” 
said Towery, who is plan-
ning to travel around the 

world during retirement.   
Currently in downtown 

Jamaica, a new hotel proj-
ect and mixed-income res-
idential-commercial devel-
opment are proceeding on 
sites assembled by GJDC. 
Recently, the Blumenfeld 
Development Group un-
veiled plans for major com-
mercial development, with 
the return of the first ma-
jor department store to the 
neighborhood in decades.

 Knight, 50, has been 
the chief operating officer 
of Upper Manhattan Em-
powerment Zone, a non-
profit that facilitates the 
economic revitalization in 
Upper Manhattan through 
job creation, corporate al-
liances, strategic invest-
ments, and small business 
assistance. At the organi-
zation she spearheaded ac-
tivities in leveraging public 
financing to drive private 
investment that led to the 
creation of hundreds of 
businesses and thousands 
of jobs in its service area 
since 2003. 

Before her position at 
Upper Manhattan Empow-
erment Zone, Knight served 
as a vice president for Mor-
gan Stanley in New York 
and in Tokyo. She earned 

est Hills last week that at-
tracted roughly 80 people. 

Cox had met with state 
committee members, 
who wrote a letter Feb. 11 
asking him to recognize 
Turner as the chairman 
to unify the party, which 
has been plagued by divi-
sions.

“They said, ‘We need a 
leader. We need the lead-
er now and our leader is 
Chairman Bob Turner 
and they wanted me to 
come here and recognize 
him as a leader and that’s 
what I did,” Cox said. “The 
Queens party understood 
that it has to unify itself 
because the policies of Bill 
de Blasio have taken the 
city in the wrong direc-
tion, back to the terrible 
days of the late 1980s and 
early ‘90s.”

Turner praised Repub-
lican clubs and district 
leaders in the borough 
and said the party has 
identified people who can 
help tackle issues such 
as voter registration and 

fund-raising.
“The job is going to 

be done by you. I have a 
great belief in the clubs 
and the district leaders,” 
he said. “That’s where the 
strength of the party is. 
That’s where the ideas, 
the energy and the future 
leadership is coming from. 
I’m going to depend on you 
to do that.”

He said Robert Beltra-
ni and Ed Carroll would 
serve as co-chairmen of 
the next reorganization 
meeting.

 During a reorganiza-
tion meeting in 2013, the 
camp of the late Phil Ra-
gusa claimed he had won 
re-election as chairman. 
But Turner’s supporters 
said the vote was held with 
insufficient notice and 
riddled with procedural 
issues.

The certificates of 
both Ragusa and Turner 
remained valid under the 
law, but Ragusa stayed 
chairman until his death 
in June. 

After Ragusa died, Bel-
trani assumed the posi-
tion but both and he and 
Turner were claiming the 

chairmanship, according 
to the Feb. 11 letter from 
the committee members.

Turner, 73, attended 
Richmond Hill HS and 
St. John’s University. He 
served in the U.S. Army 
in the 1960s and worked as 
a media executive before 
he won a special election 
to fill the seat of former 
U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner, 
who represented parts of 
Brooklyn and Queens, in 
2011 — a position Turner 
held until 2013 when the 
seat was eliminated by re-
districting.

Queens GOP member 
and 28th Assembly district 
leader Bart Haggerty, one 
of the letter’s signatories 
who attended the meeting 
with Cox, said it was “a 
great night for the party.” 

“We read the letter that 
the state committee mem-
bers sent to Chairman Cox 
asking him to recognize 
Congressman Turner as 
the chairman, which he 
effected tonight,” Hagger-
ty said March12. “People 
are supporting him. We’re 
a unified county organiza-
tion again and we’re mov-
ing forward.”

Avenue. As units arrived, 
the suspect fired a shot at 
an officer but missed. He 
was tackled by police, ar-
rested and charged with at-
tempted murder, attempted 
assault of a police officer, 
criminal mischief and 
weapons charges and taken 
to Elmhurst Hospital Cen-
ter for observation. 

Residents ran for cover 
as did a TV crew shooting 
an episode of  the HGTV 
Network’s “Million Dollar 
Contractor” at a nearby 
shop owned by the show’s 

host, Stephen Fanuka.
 “It was a horror, but I’m 

happy my officers were 
OK and so was the lady,” 
Manson said Tuesday af-
ter starting his new job as 
the commanding officer of 
the 110th Precinct in Co-
rona where he replaces the 
popular Deputy Inspector 
Ronald Leyson.

Leyson made the an-
nouncement March 12 at 
the precinct council meet-
ing that he had been reas-
signed as an administrator 
with the Patrol Borough 
Queens North. “I feel like 
I’m leaving on top after I 
was able to accomplish my 
own goals,” Leyson said. 

“That goal was to make 
positive change in this 
community.”

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) worked closely 
with  110th’s commander 
for the last two years. 
“Deputy Inspector Leyson 
was deeply committed and 
cognizant of the needs of 
our community,” Ferreras 
said. “We will greatly miss 
his humility and how ap-
proachable he was.”

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-East 
Elmhurst) was at the coun-
cil meeting to hear the an-
nouncement himself. 

Continued from Page 1 Continued from Page 1 

Rally GJDC

Continued from Page 1 

104th

HOPE KNIGHT
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com
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CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY

Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Beth Elohim Summer Day Camp
274 Garfi eld Pl., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-3814
congregationbethelohim.org/camp

Brooklyn Urban Garden School
500 19th St., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-280-9556
www.bugsbrooklyn.org

Construction Kids
718-522-2902
www.constructionkids.com

FasTracKids
www.ftkny.com

Kane Street Synagogue
235 Kane St., Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-875-1550
www.kanestreet.org

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-251-6200
www.millbasindaycamp.com

Park Slope Day Camp
694 5th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-788-7732
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

PAC Camps
1500 Paerdegat Ave. North, Brooklyn, NY 11236
718-209-1010 x159
www.pacplex.com

Piper Theatre Workshops
718-768-3195
www.pipertheatre.org

Shorefront YM-YWHA
3300 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-646-1444
www.shorefronty.org

Ume Ume Music + Arts
319 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
718-768-0800
www.umeumearts.com

White Bird Productions
Creative Theatrics
718-398-3658
www.whitebirdproductions.org

Xaverian Sports Camps
718-836-7100 x118
www.xaverian.org

Asphalt Green
555 East 90th Street
New York, NY 10128
646-981-2261
www.asphaltgreen.org

Construction Kids
718-522-2902
www.constructionkids.com

Surprise Lake
307 7th Avenue 
New York, NY 10001
212-924-3131
www.surpriselake.org

FasTracKids
www.ftkny.com

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Road
Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100
www.luhisummercamps.org

Camp Ramaquois
30 Mountain Road 
Pomona, NY 10970
845-354-1600

Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Breezy Point Surf Club                                    
718-634-2500
www.nybreezypoint.com

Christ the King Summer Camp                                    
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379
www.christtheking.com

The Kew Forest School                                    
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY  11375
718-268-4667 x108
www.kewforest.org

Queens Zoo                                    
800-433-4149
www.wcs.org/summer-camps

Samuel Field Y Day Camp                                    
718-225-6750  x261 or x264
www.sfysummercamps.org

Silver Gull Beach Club                                    
718-634-1500
www.nysilvergull.com
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