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BY MADINA TOURE

Queens Community 
Board 8 approved a reso-
lution calling on the City 
Council to pass legisla-
tion requiring all new 
multi-family housing to be 
smoke-free. 

At its monthly board 

meeting at the Hillcrest 
Jewish Center in Fresh 
Meadows, board members 
31-5 to pass the resolution, 
which calls for both new 
developments and owners 
and landlords of existing 
multi-family housing to ex-
plore the possibility of ban-
ning smoking. 

Kevin Forrestal, chair-
man of CB 8’s sanitation 
committee, presented the 
details of the resolution to 
board members. 

He said establishments 
should explore the possibil-
ity of a smoking ban, not-
ing the dangerous effects 
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BY BILL PARRY

The first ever Long Island 
City Cultural Town Hall Meet-
ing was expected to be a forum 
on the “Sunbather” sculpture, 
a controversial piece of publicly 
funded art that has roiled Com-
munity Board 2 in recent months. 
Instead, the eight-foot-long pink 
statue, and its impending instal-
lation on Jackson Avenue, were 
barely mentioned.

The several hundred people in 
the standing-room-only crowd at 
MoMA PS1 March 18 were more 
worried about affordable hous-
ing and studio space for artists. 
Speaker after speaker addressed 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), who host-
ed the event, and his guest Tom 
Finkelpearl, the commissioner 
of the city’s Department of Cul-
tural Affairs, with their concerns 
about the art community being 
forced out of the neighborhood by 
the real estate boom.

“Rockrose is eating up the 
neighborhood and hundreds are 
being pushed out,” Zoe Morsette, 
a 32-year Long Island City resi-
dent said of the developers that 
are transforming the Court 
Square neighborhood. The sole 
owner of a business that makes 
sculptures and props for films, 
television shows and Broadway, 
Morsette has been driven out of 
other neighborhoods that have 
been gentrified such as the East 
Village, SoHo and Dumbo.

“I don’t know how Dumbo still 
has an art festival — there are 
no artists left,” she said. “And if 
things don’t change really soon 
we won’t have an LIC Arts Open 
because all the artists will be 
gone.”

The annual arts festival, 
scheduled for May 13-17 this year, 
draws thousands of visitors to 
western Queens for events and ex-
hibitions in more than 50 venues. 
Last year over 160 artists opened 

Technicians are experimenting with how to light the towers of the New 
York State Pavilion from the 1964 World’s Fair at night. It’s a dress re-
hearsal for the permanent display sometime this summer.  See story 
on Page 9. Photo by Michael Shain 

LIGHT UP THE SKY

BY BILL PARRY

The illicit market for fake 
identification has made Roosevelt 
Avenue a destination for decades 
for underage youths looking for 
“proof” to enter bars and clubs 
as well as immigrants looking for 
a fake green card or Social Secu-
rity card.

In 2005, the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security said it was 
aware of the problem and was 
working with law enforcement 
to prevent false documents from 
aiding terrorists. State Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-Jackson Heights) has 
spent nearly a decade trying to 
remedy the dangerous situation.

His bill to crack down on the 
fake ID market and other forged 
official documents was passed 
unanimously by the state Sen-
ate last Friday. The bill toughens 
the penalties against individuals 
who manufacture or sell fake IDs, 
especially government identifica-
tions, such as driver’s licenses, 
passports and Social Security 
cards.

“This illicit industry does us a 
lot of harm, and it is still a huge 

BY SADEF A KULLY

The city’s Legal Department has requested 
that the Hindu Parades & Festival Committee’s 
court petition against the NYPD be dismissed on 
the grounds the Queens Supreme Court has  no 
jurisdiction over the reinstatement of the revoked 
parade permit. 

Feud over Phaghwa Parade
not resolved after mediation

Community Board 8 passes a resolution 
banning smoking in multi-family hous-
ing.  AP/Dave Martin

Fake ID bill
passes Senate
up in Albany

LIC town hall 
fi ghts for artists
Crowd warns about lost studio space

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 13

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 13

Smoking ban eyed in apts. 
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BY BILL PARRY

Preservationists in 
western Queens breathed 
a sigh of relief Tuesday 
when the Landmark Pres-
ervation Commission voted 
unanimously to give the 
Clock Tower in Long Island 
City its chance at landmark 
designation. 

The vote to “calendar” 
the historic 14-story build-
ing came after a presenta-
tion by the commission’s 
Research Department that 
highlighted the building’s 
quality of construction, 
prominence on Queens 
Plaza, and connection to 
the Bank of Manhattan’s 
history.

When famed architect 
Morrell Smith designed 
the neo-classical building 
for the Bank of Manhattan 
in 1927, it was the tallest 
building in the borough un-
til the construction of the 
Citigroup building in Court 
Square. Advocates argued 
that it is one of the most sig-
nificant architectural land-
marks in the borough.

The commission’s vote 
ensures that the Clock Tow-
er will receive provisional 
protections under the New 
York City Landmarks Pres-
ervation Law until its can-
didacy for landmark des-
ignation is formally heard 
at a public hearing, which 
could be held as early as 
April.

Preservationists grew 
alarmed when the build-
ing’s owner, Property 
Markets Group, filed for 
permits to build a 70-story 
mixed-use tower on the 
land adjacent to the Clock 
Tower at 21-37 41st Ave. 
The belief was that such a 
project would endanger the 
Clock Tower before it could 
be protected with landmark 
status.

The building has been 
mostly vacant for the last 25 
years, but when Property 
Market Group bought the 
property for $31 million in 
November, the remaining 
tenants received notices of 
lease termination inform-

ing them of the “landlord’s 
intention to demolish all or 
part of the building.”

That’s when Michael 
Hall and Matthew Chrislip, 
two preservationists who 
live in the area,  swung into 
action by forming +Part-
ners and waging an online 
campaign to preserve the 
architectural heritage of 
Long Island City.

The duo gathered more 
than 1,400 signatures and 
the support of elected offi-
cials, supporters and advo-
cates during the past year.

“In preparation for the 
public hearing, we will con-
tinue to gather signatures 
for our petition, which can 
be found by visiting lic-
clocktower.org,” they said 
in a statement. “We will 
also be working to secure 
additional support, both 
formal and informal, from 

community leaders, civic 
associations and local cul-
tural institutions. We hope 
for, and anticipate, a strong 
show of support from com-
munity members at the 
public hearing, at which we 
will be offering testimony 
to the commission.”

Hall and Chrislip can 
count on the support of City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside).

 “I have long supported 
the designation of the Clock 
Tower as a landmark,” he 
said. “I am pleased the LPC 
agrees with me and the 
community to preserve this 
historic structure. I was 
proud to help give this com-
munity coordinated grass-
roots campaign additional 
support to ensure the Clock 
Tower building stands for 
another 90 years.”

 LPC vote may save
boro’s Clock Tower

Preservasionists fear the Clock Tower in Queens Plaza is in greater 
danger now that its owner plans to build something much bigger 
next door. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of 
Transportation unveiled 
the design concept for Se-
lect Bus Service to connect 
Rockaway with Woodside 
using designated lanes on 
Woodhaven and Cross Bay 
boulevards this week.

The DOT and the MTA 
chose the second of three 
proposed design concepts, a 
transit-oriented boulevard 
in which buses travel in 
special lanes on the main 
roadway. The concept al-
lows buses to travel without 
having to deal with turn-
ing or parking delays for 
an anticipated travel time 
savings of 25 percent to 35 
percent. 

Median transit stations 
with shelters, seating and 
real-time bus information 
would be constructed as 
well.  

“Queens deserves bet-
ter public transit and we’re 
excited to bring this in-
novative design for bus 
rapid transit to move New 
Yorkers efficiently while at 

the same time making the 
streets safer for all,” DOT 
Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg said.

This spring the DOT 
will hold block-by-block de-
sign workshops for the SBS 
route to get feedback on the 
design.

The DOT proposed imple-
menting BRT in the 14-mile 
Woodhaven Boulevard cor-

ridor between Woodside and 
Rockaway Beach, which is 
expected to cost about $200 
million. 

The project would in-
clude designated lanes over 
most of the route, enhanced 
bus stops with shelters, seat-
ing and customer informa-
tion, an off-board fare sys-
tem, transit signal priority, 
branded SBS service includ-

ing signage and vehicles and 
roadway improvements. 

The service would oper-
ate in mixed traffic at the 
northern and southern ends 
of the route, where streets 
are narrow.

Residents in southeast 
Queens and the Rockaways 
have some of the longest 
commute times in the city, 
said City Councilman Don-

ovan Richards (D-Laurel-
ton).

Richards said the addi-
tional money would allow 
the DOT to get as close as 
possible to implementing a 
full-service BRT, noting its 
plans to pursue streetscape 
projects in Woodhaven and 
the Rockaways, for exam-
ple. 

“We have an opportunity 

to do something amazing 
for the Woodhaven Boule-
vard corridor going into the 
Rockaways and I am very 
grateful and happy to con-
tinue the partnership with 
DOT for better transporta-
tion,” Richards said.

The DOT submitted an 
application for New Starts 
funding through the U.S. 
Department of Transporta-
tion’s Federal Transit Ad-
ministration, which gives 
out federal resources for 
local transit capital invest-
ments such as the Wood-
haven BRT, with  strong 
support from U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-NY).

If accepted, the project 
could receive up to $100 mil-
lion in federal funding. 

 We join the senator in 
supporting MTA and NYC 
DOT’s efforts to decrease 
congestion, improve safety, 
and provide a more reliable 
transit option for tens of 
thousands of underserved 
Queens’ residents along the 
corridor,” the BRT for NYC 
Coalition said in a state-
ment. 

Gov’t funds sought for new bus line

The city Department of Transportation applied for federal funding for the Woodhaven Bus Rapid Transit project. 
Composite courtesy of NYC DOT

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

During Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s tour of underper-
forming schools enrolled 
in the Renewal Schools pro-
gram launched last year, he 
announced one of the meth-
ods to measure improve-
ments would be Compstat, 
the NYPD crime-tracking 
tool, at Richmond Hill High 
School.

“These schools were 
closed before there were 
any coherent efforts to 
turn them around. And so 
schools that were strug-
gling were left to get worse 
in some cases,” said de Bla-
sio. “A renewal school will 
have more investment than 
ever and we believe this will 
be transcendent. We believe 
in fighting rather  than sur-
rendering. If I do not see a 
school turnaround signifi-
cantly in three years, then 
I will close it down and be 

held responsible.”
The Renewal School pro-

gram was initiated to me-
diate and improve flailing 
schools across the city.  A 
total of 94 schools was tar-
geted for the plan of action 
that will cost $150 million 
over the next three years. 

The program is overseen 
by Renewal Schools Execu-
tive Superintendent Aimee 
Horowitz.

“She is the general of 
the army to change these 
schools around and she has 
my full support. In some 
schools we will send a SWAT 

team, as it were, of a new 
principal, new teachers, 
new superintendent, we will 
mobilize the best we have 
and send them where they 
are needed. I think our stu-
dents deserve that kind of 
commitment and support,” 
de Blasio. said March 19.  

The idea of using Comp-
stat was conceived by 
Horowitz and her “war 
room” team, according to 
the mayor. 

“We had our first war 
room meeting yesterday. 
My team and I are embed-
ded in schools every day. We 
began our work with com-
prehensive evaluations of 
our schools to assess their 
needs and are now provid-
ing them with customized 
support to improve student 
outcome,”  Horowitz said. 
“Today was a chance for 
me observe how Compstat 
works and how they run 
their meetings.” 

In 1994, then and now 
Police Commissioner Wil-
liam Bratton introduced a 
data-driven management 
model called CompStat to 
the NYPD which has been 
credited with decreasing 
crime over the last 18 years 
across the city and has been 

implemented in major cities 
across the country. 

“Compstat is an account-
ability system,” said Wil-
liam Gorta, who was on the 
Compstat development team 
for the NYPD in the 1990s. 
“It’s a matter of deciding 
what is important, measur-
ing it, and holding people 
accountable for the lack of 
improvement.” 

CompStat, short for Com-
puter Comparison Statistics, 
is a multifaceted system for 
crime-tracking and manag-
ing police operations. In the 
NYPD, CompStat functions 
as a crime control process 
during which police perfor-
mance is reviewed critical-
ly for improvement. There 
are four major principles 
for Compstat: accurate and 
timely intelligence, effec-
tive tactics, rapid deploy-
ment, relentless follow-up 
and assessment. 

 

Mayor de Blasio announces Renewal Schools program would use Compstat, the NYPD crime-tracking 
tool, to measure progress in struggling schools.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Mayor’s School Renewal plan goes to war room
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Last week we selected our fi nal resting place.
Now we’re living life to the fullest.

Please mail to:
St. John Cemetery

80-01 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894–4888

NAME _______________________
ADDRESS ____________________
                  ____________________
PHONE ______________________
EMAIL _______________________

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet. 
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.

I am interested in:

www.ccbklyn.org
Mausoleum Space        Cremation Niches

NYP 3/29/15

ST. JOHN CEMETERY
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BY TOM MOMBERG

 Bright blue skies and mild 
weather were the mark of spring’s 
turning point Sunday, when vol-
unteer groups turned out to pre-
pare the Queens Botanical Gar-
den for the season.

 Between the 50 volunteers at 
the Botanical Garden’s 5th-annu-
al March for the Earth and the 
clean-up efforts of communities 
around the borough, Sunday’s 
Equinox Earth Day was the pin-
nacle of the season, a month be-
fore Earth Day arrives.

 “As of lately, we’ve been pay-
ing a lot more attention to the 
environment and that we need 
to take care of the planet that 
we live on,” said volunteer Noah 
Wright. “It’s good to see a collec-
tive effort in our communities to 
work toward a greener earth.”

 Wright studies actuarial sci-
ences at the Staten Island campus 
of St. John’s University. He joined 
several other members of St. 

John’s Actuarial Club Sunday for 
one of its service projects. He said 
he could think of nothing better to 
do on such a nice day.

 Queens Botanical Garden’s 
annual March for the Earth was 
created in partnership with the 
Port Authority of New York and 

New Jersey in 2011, and has be-
come fundamental to the garden’s 
operations.

 “We say that it’s in celebra-

tion of the Vernal Equinox, but 
it’s really in helping prepare our 
gardens for our opening weekend 
April 1,” said Regina Forlenza, the 
garden’s public programs man-
ager.

 “I’m not so sure that the other 
botanical gardens have as much 
of an emphasis on volunteering. 
We were built by volunteers — we 
are run by volunteers, so it’s defi-
nitely a core of what we do,” she 
said.

 Among the volunteers were 
students of Queens College’s Ur-
ban Studies Department; John 
Bowne High School in Flushing, 
which specializes in agricultural 
sciences; and Baruch College, as 
well as St. John’s University.

 “We have a lot of individuals 
with a personal interest in the 
spirit of volunteerism and a lot 
of colleges,” Forlenza said. “They 
seem to come from across the five 
boroughs.”

Jake Youngman, (L.) joins Noah Wright, (C.), and new friend Wei Zhou (Miller), to mulch a parking garden during the Queens 
Botanical Garden's March for the Earth. Photo by Tom Momberg

Volunteers prep gardens for season
Queens Botanical Garden hosts fi fth-annual March for the Earth to mark vernal equinox
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The best 
kept secret on 
Long Island

8 HICKS LANE GREAT NECK, NY, 11024

516.466.5959
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM & FACEBOOK

UNDER: WEARHOUSEHICKSLANE 

WWW.WEARHOUSEHICKLANE.COM
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DESIGNER LABELS AT 
DISCOUNT PRICES

BY TOM MOMBERG

The city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
presented its application 
for the construction of an 
aeration facility on the Mas-
peth side of the Newtown 
Creek during a public land 
use hearing before Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz last week.

 Katz said borough ap-
proval is pending an agree-
ment between the DEP and 
Community Board 5 on pub-
lic access and recreational 
use of at least part of the 
site. The community board 
approved DEP’s site plan 
during its March 11 public 
hearing, 27-9, with condi-
tions — that a compromise 
be made regarding public 
use or community adoption 
of part of the site.

 The DEP is bending un-
der a  state Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion consent order, which 
agreed to infuse oxygen 
into the dead, still water of 
the gridlocked Newtown 
Creek in 2004 in an attempt 
to make the waterway habit-
able by marine life. 

 DEP engineers moved 
forward last year to con-
struct an aeration facility 
— the first in the series of 
three sites — on Metropoli-
tan Avenue in Brooklyn in a 
move to address the creek’s 
anoxic conditions. 

 The facility now adjoined 

to the Metropolitan Avenue 
Bridge contains pressur-
ized electric air pumps that 
push air through a pipe sys-
tem anchored to the floor 
of the headwater section of 
the creek known as English 
Kills. Combined sewer out-
falls are also located there 
to release wastewater dur-
ing heavy rainfall.

 By disturbing the water 
surface with pressurized 
air, the process allows wa-
ter to dissolve oxygen and 
other atmospheric gases 
necessary to support life.

 The Newtown Creek 
has a longstanding history 
of pollution. There are sev-
eral environmental organi-
zations that have said the 
solutions proposed by DEC 
and DEP, such as aeration, 
don’t even begin to address 
the real problems. 

 Regardless, DEP has set 
aside a $14.5-million capital 
budget to remediate the new 
1.6-acre site of any contami-
nation, construct a second 
aeration facility and turn 
less than half the lot into a 
green space with no public 
access.

 Nearby residents and 
members of CB 5 expressed 
disappointment with the 
underutilized potential of 
the waterfront greenspace. 
During the land use hear-
ing, DEP Director of Com-
munity Affairs Ibrahim 
Abdul-Martin said the de-
partment’s major concerns 

in opening the space up for 
public use were lack of secu-
rity and limited staffing for 
maintaining it.

 Abdul-Martin said that 
mayoral override would be 
possible to make the green-
space open for public water-
front access in the future. 
But members of the com-
munity and youth sports 
organizations wanted to see 
better use of the site right 
away. 

 “The size of the site 
would be perfect for a prac-
tice field,” said Paul McGlin, 
the coaching director of the 
local U.S. Soccer Develop-
ment Academy affiliate.

 A community agreement 
is a mandate of borough ap-
proval that the greenspace 
be adopted by a youth sports 
or community organization 
for shared use. 

 “From the perspective 
of this office, it would be 
nice to have a soccer field 
or an athletic field there,” 
Katz told the applicants 
from DEP. “It takes care of 
the security issues you are 
concerned with — because 
they can lock it up at night, 
and it’s not a big deal to do 
that — this is done all over 
the city. If we approve this, 
I would like it to be open 
to the public — something 
I think you need to have a 
discussion with the commu-
nity about. I want to clarify 
all of that before we contin-
ue in negotiation.”

The DEP aeration facility adjoined to the Metropolitan Avenue bridge in Brooklyn was the first of 
three proposed sites to aerate the Newtown Creek. Photo by Michael Shain 

Queens wants park
DEP must agree with CB5 on Newtown Creek 
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BY MADINA TOURE

Kum Gang San, a Kore-
an restaurant in Flushing, 
and its owner have to pay 
nearly $2.7 million in back 
wages to 11 former employ-
ees for committing wage 
theft, a federal magistrate 
judge ruled last week. 

Eleven former employ-
ees of Kum Gang San at 
138-28 Northern Blvd. in 
Flushing filed a lawsuit 
against Kum Gang San 
Inc. owner Ji Sung Yoo and 
his brothers, Ji Yong Yoo 
and Kyung Rae Yoo, who 
set wages and maintain 
the records of the business 
as well as the Flushing res-
taurantmanagers Chunsik 
Yoo and Myungja Lee, ac-
cording to the lawsuit filed 
in federal court in Man-
hattan. 

Kum Gang San’s owner 
and lawyers representing 
his company could not be 
reached in time for the 
story. 

Each worker kept track 
of what they were en-
titled to, with the nearly 
$2,672,657.30 broken up into 
what each worker is being 
compensated, according to 
Jose Perez, associate gener-
al counsel at LatinoJustice, 
who represented the plain-
tiffs. The restaurant and 
the owner are liable for the 
entire amount, he said. 

The employees — eight 
waiters, two bussers and 
one kitchen worker — 
worked at the restaurant at 

various times between 1997 
and 2012, according to Mag-
istrate Michael Dolinger in 
a memorandum and order 
dated March 19. The com-
pany also operates another 
restaurant at 49 W. 32nd St. 
in Manhattan. 

The employees were 
working below minimum 
wage, were not paid over-
time and were asked to 
conduct non-work related 
tasks without compensa-
tion, Perez said.

“The judge found all the 
11 workers credible and 
in the judge’s decision, he 
goes through meticulous 
detail about what each in-
dividual plaintiff is award-

ed,” he said. 
Although the workers 

were tipped employees, or 
employees who regularly 
receive more than $30 a 
month in tips in their jobs, 
they were still entitled to 
full minimum wage be-
cause the restaurant did 
not fulfill conditions need-
ed to take a tip credit, ac-
cording to the lawsuit. 

Workers were paid 
below the full minimum 
wage, which was $7.25 at 
the time — now $8.75 — 
and even below the tipped 
minimum wage, according 
to the lawsuit. 

A worker should have 
earned $462.19 in mini-

mum wage pay, overtime 
compensation and spread-
of-hours pay for working 
52.5 hours over five days 
per week, but a worker who 
was paid $35 a day earned 
$175 for the week and a 
worker who was paid $60 a 
day would only earn $300. 

They regularly worked 
more than 40 hours a week 
without overtime pay, the 
lawsuit said. 

Five workers were also 
allegedly forced to create 
fraudulent time cards of 
less than 40 hours a week 
for the restaurant’s hourly 
employees. 

BY TOM MOMBERG

 Sales isn’t for the faint 
of heart. But for one Queens 
teenager, all of the quali-
ties of a young saleswoman 
were apparent from her 
philanthropic Girl Scout 
Cookie transactions.

 Najah Lorde, 13, of 
Springfield Gardens out-
sold every Girl Scout in 
New York City for the sec-
ond season in a row, having 
unloaded more than 1,800 
boxes of cookies this year 
alone. And she’s still going, 
though the official season 
tally has her at 1,816.

 Each troop also of-
fers small incentives to its 
scouts to sell more. Along 
with every girl who sold 
more than 1,000 boxes, Na-
jah was given an iPad Air.  

Najah said she really 
likes the experience more 
than anything. Her attitude 
makes her college-bound 
before she has even stepped 
foot in high school.

 “I want to be a business-
woman when I grow up, so 
this is definitely preparing 
me for my future,” she said. 
“I enjoy it. It teaches me 
time management, organi-
zation and money skills.” 

 All her sales, believe it 
or not, were made by word 
of mouth. Social media 
played a big part in aug-
menting that.

 “Well, I sell at my school 
and my church, my parents’ 
jobs, and I ask my family 
if they’d like to buy some 
cookies,” Najah said as 
she described her winning 

strategy. “Then they ask 
their co-workers … I don’t 
really ask anybody I don’t 
know”

Najah’s Troop 4287 
earns about 65 cents for its 
treasury for every box sold, 
according to the Girl Scouts 
of Greater New York. That 
means she alone raised 
over $1,170 for her troop this 
year, which will help send 
the girls to Camp Kauf-
mann this summer, carry 
out a community service 
project or find a cause for 
donations.

 The eight-grader at 
Divine Wisdom Catholic 
Academy in Douglaston 
sold 2,833 boxes in 2014, 
which would have been a 
simple feat for her this year 
as well if she had not been 
so focused on her studies. The Kum Gang San Restaurant in Flushing was ordered to pay back former employees for under-

paying them. Photo by Michael Shain

Queens teen snatches 
top cookie sales spot

Judge fi nes Korean eatery
Flushing’s Kum Gang San ordered to pay $2.7M in back wages

Najah Lorde, 13, of Springfield 
Gardens, gets recognized 
for the second year as the 
city's top young Girl Scout 
cookie saleswoman, selling 
1,800 boxes and counting. 

Photo by Tom Momberg
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BY MADINA TOURE

The long-delayed plans 
for RKO Keith’s Theater 
in Flushing have been ap-
proved by Community 
Board 7 after years of the 
property passing through 
the hands of  multiple de-
velopers. 

Board members unani-
mously passed a motion at 
the monthly board meeting 
Monday night approving 
developer JK Equities’ re-
vised plan for the historic 
theater at 135-35 Northern 
Blvd. in Flushing. The com-
pany’s  reworked blueprint  
increased the building’s 
height and reduced the 
number of rental units and 
parking spaces. 

Chuck Apelian, CB 7’s 
first vice chairman and 
chairman of the land use 
committee, said the board 
has previously asked for 
a movie theater to be built 
in downtown Flushing, but 
to no avail. “We don’t have 

any development plans in 
front of us,” Apelian said. “I 
don’t have anybody stand-
ing here with the money to 
build the theater. The way 
it’s gone, it went from de-
veloper to developer to de-

veloper at this point. I can’t 
change that.” 

He was momentarily in-
terrupted by Jerry Rotundi, 
a member of the Committee 
to Save the RKO Keith’s 
Theater in Flushing, who 

insisted that plans were 
presented to save the the-
ater.

Jerry Karlik,  the head 
of JK Equities and a for-
mer Flushing resident who 
attended the theater as a 

teenager, said the project is 
moving along. 

Karlik and the other 
principal owners of Flush-
ing Square Realty, which 
owns the property,  hired 
historic landmark con-
sultants to renovate and 
restore the landmarked in-
terior.

“We are really very, very 
close to building the site,” 
Karlik said. “I’d say we’re 
within a couple of months 
of receiving our approvals 
for the third round of objec-
tions with DOB. It’s only a 
few things that are left.” 

The developer revised 
the original plan approved 
by the city Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals to de-
crease the number of dwell-
ing units from 357 to 269 and 
the number of residential 
parking spaces from 385 to 
323, allowing a one-to-one 
ratio between rental units 
and parking spaces. 

The plan also increased 
the building’s height from 

174-foot-11-inches to 190 
feet, with approval from 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration and the Port 
Authority, and changes to 
the design of the entry fac-
ing Main Street. 

The parking will oper-
ate through a combination 
system using a carousel 
system and stackers. The 
building is also designed to 
surpass the requirements 
of the New York City En-
ergy Code. 

Ian Bader, a partner for 
Pei Cobb Freed & Partners, 
the project’s architect, said 
the guidance and advice 
from the land use commit-
tee enabled them to im-
prove the project. 

“They’ve provided all 
kinds of interesting ob-
servations,” Bader said. 
“I believe that the project 
is stronger and better un-
derstood because of the 
insights they have offered 
us.”

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

CB 7 okays revised plan for RKO site

Community Board 7 passed a motion approving a revised plan for RKO Keith's Theater in Flushing.
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BY BILL PARRY

The world-class chef behind a 
popular Jackson Heights Tibetan 
restaurant has opened a second, 
much larger eatery in Sunnyside. 

Tenzen Tsering, who opened 
GangJong Kitchen on Roosevelt 
Avenue three years ago, launched 
Punda Tibetan Restaurant at 39-
35 47th Ave. last weekend.

“I want to make Sunnyside 
happier and healthier,” Tsering 
said. “I am a healer. Through my 
training as a nutritionist and di-
etician I can make people health-
ier through their diet.”

He pointed out that his space 
in Jackson Heights was too small 
and the kitchen too limited to do 
the type of cooking that he be-
came famous for during 25 years 
of globe-trotting.

Tsering was born in Tibet and 
raised in India. 

“I worked all over Asia and 
then France, Poland and Russia 
before coming to Queens to be 

with my wife and son,” he said.
Jeff Orlick, an authority on 

food and culture in Queens who 
runs popular restaurant tours, 
became a fan and friend of Tser-

ing when he opened in Jackson 
Heights. 

“It was almost comical watch-
ing him in GangJong,” Orlick 
said. “He was working in this tiny 
place with just two burners on the 
stove. In my view, he is the most 
respected Tibetan chef in Queens. 
People regard him so much be-
cause he was an executive chef in 
India, and other locations all over 
the world. This new place, Punda, 
is such a tremendous outlet for his 
skills.  Now he has all the tools he 
needs.”

Tsering was doing a site sur-
vey when he came across the for-
mer Wild Turkey Restaurant that 
went out of business in March. 

“This place was lying here 
empty,” he said. “It has a full size 
chef’s kitchen and it has gas lines.  
There are no gas lines in Gang-
Jong. Now I can steam, fry and 
bake.”

He said momos are the most 
popular item on his menu: Tibet-
an style dumplings stuffed with 
chicken, beef or vegetables that 
are either steamed, fried or pan-

fried. Tsering also prepares dish-
es with Thai, Chinese and Indian 
influences.

“He is tremendously talented, 
creative and has been trained as 
well as taught in many different 
cuisines,” Orlick said. “He prefers 
to cook healthy foods, but I don’t 
want people to think that he’s 
making ‘health food” because it 
doesn’t taste like that at all. I do 
feel great afterwards, but there’s 
no sacrifice at all in flavors when 
he cooks. It’s just clean overall.”

Tsering will cook at Punda 
full time, seven nights a week. He 
hired and trained a new chef at 
GangJong.

“I’m very excited to see what 
happens there and I hope he gets a 
lot of business,” Orlick said. “The 
more business he gets, the more 
he’s going to be able to do there.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

CHEF TENZING TSERING

New Tibetan restaurant opens up in Sunnyside
World traveler wants to make the neighborhood healthier and happier through good food

Momos are the most popular item 
on the menu at Punda Tibetan 
Restaurant. The dumpilngs are stuffed 
with chicken, beef or vegetables. 

Photo courtesy Tenzing Tsering

BY MADINA TOURE

A couple of families have ex-
pressed serious interest in buying 
the landmarked Ferrigno House 
in the Broadway-Flushing His-
toric District. 

The Ferrigno House at 33-37 
163rd St., inhabited by Nicholas 
and Marjorie Ferrigno, founding 
members of the Broadway-Flush-
ing Homeowners Association, 
is up for sale, according to Paul 
Halvatzis, a broker for Amorelli 
Realty, which is representing the 
property. The asking price for the 
property is $849,000. 

Four families are interested in 
the property, Halvatzis said. One 
of those families, from Queens, is 
in direct negotiations to buy the 
house, but the deal has not yet 
been consummated, he said. The 
house was still being shown to po-
tential buyers. 

He said the family appreciates 
the old-fashioned nature of the 
house and is willing to do what 
needs to be done to restore it. 

“I believe that they love the 
character and charm of the house 
and appreciate the uniqueness,” 
he said. 

 Built in 1923, the house, which 

sits on 0.19 acres, has eight rooms, 
three of which are bedrooms and 1 
1/2 bathrooms. 

The house was owned by the 
Ferrignos, who lived there for 

about 50 years. The Ferrignos 
were founding members of the 
Broadway-Flushing Homeowners 
Association and played a key role 
in the establishment of the Broad-
way-Flushing Historic District. 
Nicholas Ferrigno died in 2010, 
while Marjorie died in 2013. 

The Ferrignos gave the prop-
erty to the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, a nonprofit 
based in Washington, D.C., to en-
sure its preservation. In late 2014, 
the nonprofit assumed ownership 
of the property. 

The National Trust protects 
the property through the use of a 
legal tool known as a preservation 
easement, which is also called a 
covenant or restriction. 

The easement for the Ferrigno 
House mandates that the property 
is maintained, that the property 
cannot be demolished and that 
certain interior and exterior ar-
chitectural features must be re-
tained, although the house does 
need some updating. 

Shantia Anderheggen, National 

Trust’s director of easement, said 
the nonprofit selected Amorelli 
Realty because the company has 
experience dealing with historic 
buildings and because Halvatzis 
recognized that it was a special 
property.

The company, which has been 
in existence since the 1970s, has 
handled the sale of the Steinway 
Mansion and the DeRosa Phar-
macy. Last year, the company put 
more than $75 million in sales into 
contracts.

Anderheggen said both the fu-
ture owner and the nonprofit will 
benefit equally from the arrange-
ment.

“It’s kind of a win-win. We get 
preservation of the building and 
the owner gets access to a lot of 
help in terms of historic preser-
vation practice and resources be-
cause that’s what we do,” she said.

Reach reporter Madina Toure 
by e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

The Ferrigno House in the Broadway-Flushing Historic District is currently on the 
market. 

Historic Broadway-Flushing house up for sale
Queens family in negotiations to purchase Ferrigno House in neighborhood historic district    
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Katz attends lighting test at NY State Pavilion
BY BILL PARRY

The borough president need-
ed to see it for herself. Melinda 
Katz went to Flushing Meadows-
Corona Park to watch the second 
lighting test run for the New York 
State Pavilion, part of her overall 
effort to restore the “iconic archi-
tectural marvel” that had fallen 
into disrepair for decades since 
the 1964 World’s Fair.

“Growing up in Queens, folks 
were always arguing about the 
future of this place,” Katz said. 
“Generations of borough presi-
dents have debated what to do. 
When I was elected, I was told it 
would cost $11 million to tear it 
down and I just thought that was 
ridiculous.”

So Katz made the structures 
restoration a priority early in 
her administration, securing $5.8 
million of city funds to begin the 
process of stabilizing the Pavil-
ion, without allowing public ac-
cess. A complete restoration that 
would allow visitors to return to 
the observation decks would cost 
upwards of $52 million. “Illumi-

nating the exterior will generate 
interest and raise awareness,” 
Katz said. “And that should help 
the fund-raising for the restora-
tion.”

Brian Belluomini, the design-
er of the LED lighting system, was 
focusing the lights on the observa-
tion towers because their height 

made them the most visible parts 
of the Pavilion in other parts of 
the city. Such attention could also 
bring unwanted visitors.

“On March 15, while on rou-
tine patrol in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, Parks Enforcement 
Patrol officers witnessed two 
people climbing up the stairs to 

the tower,” a Parks spokeswoman 
said. “The officers followed the 
youths and apprehended them 
for trespassing and graffiti. Both 
youths were taken to a local po-
lice precinct.”

The teenagers were taken to 
Corona’s 110th Precinct where 
officers “prepared juvenile re-
ports for the kids and they were 
released to their guardians,” a 
police source said.

That incident aside, the bor-
ough president believes that illu-
mination of the Pavilion and the 
restoration of the structure will 
not encourage such dangerous 
trespassing in the future. 

“I think it will have the op-
posite effect actually,” Katz said. 
“We’ll have more foot traffic here 
with people coming and going to 
various activities. We’ll be bring-
ing people into the park, bringing 
this place back to life. That will 
keep the loiterers away.”

Joining Katz and the lighting 
test run were Park Administra-
tor Janice Melnick, the managing 
director of the Queens Theatre 
Taryn Sacramone and People for 

the Pavilion co-founder Matthew 
Silva.

Silva is awaiting the premiere 
of his documentary, “Modern 
Ruin: A World’s Fair Pavilion,” at 
the Queens Theatre May 22. Silva 
began working on the film in 
2013, traveling the country to in-
terview dozens of the characters 
who were on hand 50 years ago for 
the World Fair. 

He believes his film proj-
ect helped feed the restoration 
groundswell. 

“A few month later I met Chris-
tian Doran and the People for the 
Pavilion was born,” Silva said.

What began as a way to con-
tact witnesses to the World’s Fair 
through social media grew into 
the non-profit advocacy group 
whose mission is to build aware-
ness of the structure. Now Silva 
hopes his film takes it to another 
level.

“I hope people will learn about 
the building’s cultural and his-
toric significance, and see what 
me and a lot of other people see,” 
Silva said.

Borough President Melinda Katz watches as the New York State Pavilion is bathed 
in light, part of her mission to restore the structure. Photo by Michaell Shain



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AR
CH

 2
9,

 2
01

5
10

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

 

 

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT

BY BILL PARRY

A 75-year-old crossing 
guard was released from 
Elmhurst Hospital Center 
and is now home recover-
ing from head injuries she 
received when she was 
struck in a Jackson Heights 
intersection last week. 

Mary Cox was on duty 
at PS 212, leaning against 
a parked car on 82nd Street 
near 34th Avenue March 19 
 when a blue Honda Odys-
sey minivan rammed into it 
from behind.

Cox, a widowed mother 
of six, was knocked to the 
ground and injured accord-
ing to the NYPD. She has 
been a crossing guard at the 
school since 2008. 

The driver remained 
at the scene and was not 
charged, the police said. 
The collision occurred in a 
20 mph slow zone that the 
Department of Transporta-
tion established last fall af-
ter an evaluation on crash 
history, traffic fatalities, 
closeness of schools and 
senior centers and commu-
nity support.

“This case is more pow-
erful to the fact that it was 
a crossing guard,” Make 
Queens Safer member Mari-
bel Rodriguez Egipciaco 
said. “How can our children 
feel secure when even cross-
ing guards are getting hit 
by a reckless driver?”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), whose 
Crossing Guard Safety Act 
became law in August, said, 
“We have to work together 
to protect our schools’ cross-
ing guards. We have a duty 
to protect them and this 
kind of incident highlights 
the need for urgent reform. 
I believe we should elevate 
current procedure and cre-
ate new ways to safeguard 
their well-being.”

Peralta advocated for the 

Safety Act in a push to fill 
200 crossing guard vacan-
cies across the city. 

“The streets are dan-
gerous, and although there 
is still a lack of crossing 
guards, we must consider 
several options to increase 
their safety and prevent 
this from happening again,” 
he said.

Make Queens Safer, a 
Jackson Heights-based ad-
vocacy group of concerned 
parents who fight for safer 
street designs and better 
enforcement of traffic laws, 
called for a careful review 
following the collision that 
injured the crossing guard.

MQS wants joint hear-
ings with city agencies 
involved in education, 
transportation and public 
safety to review safe access 
to schools for students and 
employees. The group also 

wants better coordination 
between their communities 
and the Department of Edu-
cation to improve pedestri-
an education in the schools. 
And better enforcement of 
traffic laws by the NYPD. 

In a statement, Make 
Queens Safer said, “We do 
not know the specifics of 
this crash, but basic com-
mon sense dictates that 
hitting a parked car, under 
almost any circumstances, 
points to a failure to use 
caution. We expect the po-
lice to do their job regard-
ing assessment of the crime 
scene, but ask that the wide-
spread practice of failing to 
charge distracted or reck-
less drivers stop today. We 
are grateful that Mary sur-
vived the crash. But her in-
jury speaks to the need for 
much broader enforcement 
of traffic law.”

NYPD officers search the Jackson Heights intersection 
where a 75-year-old crossing guard was struck by a vehicle. 
The guard was released from Elmhurst Hospital Center.  

Photo courtesy Cristina Furlong

Crossing guard hit by 
minivan in Jax Hgts

 For more hyper-local news, visit us at 
www.Timesledger.com
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BY BILL PARRY

Riders and elected officials 
in western Queens are applaud-
ing the long-awaited permanent 
expansion of the Q103 bus line, 
which connects Astoria and Long 
Island City along Vernon Bou-
levard. The MTA approved the 
plan that would make weekend 
and expanded weeknight service 
permanent,   linking numerous 
cultural institutions and water-
front parks in the two waterfront 
communities.

“Western Queens has long 
needed better bus service, so it is 
gratifying that the MTA respond-
ed to our concerns,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “There is so much happen-
ing throughout western Queens 
that our need for better methods 
of traveling between our neigh-
borhoods has never been more 
pressing. This service expansion 
is a hard-fought victory, but I will 
never stop fighting for improved 
transit service in our commu-
nity.”

The MTA began a pilot pro-
gram in June 2014 with the Q103 
running past neighborhoods that 
have recently experienced large 

population growth amid new resi-
dential developments and expand-
ed cultural attractions like the 
Noguchi Museum and Socrates 
Sculpture Park.

The Q103 is also good for the 

environment, according to City 
Councilman Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria). “As we move closer 
toward our goal of reducing our 
carbon emissions by 80 percent by 
2050,” he said. “We must encour-

age sustainable habits including 
the expansion of public transpor-
tation systems.”

The MTA says current week-
day ridership is 1,100 customers 
with 250 to 300 on the weekends. 

Elizabeth Lusskin, the presi-
dent of the Long Island City Part-
nership, added that permanent 
service on the Q103 will have an 
economic benefit as well. 

“The trial expansion during 
weekdays and adding weekend 
hours demonstrated clearly that 
western Queens has the people, 
the attractions and the need for 
full service mass transit running 
north-south along the waterfront, 
connecting those living and work-
ing in both great new buildings 
and historic older ones to each 
other and to the many assets of the 
neighborhood,” she said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at q103bus or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

MTA will keep Q103 art bus running
Route links cultural institutions like the Noguchi Museum with waterfront parks in Queens

The MTA makes the Q103 bus service permanent linking Astoria and Long Island City's waterfront neighborhoods. 
Photo by Bill Parry

BY MADINA TOURE

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
signed into law bills requir-
ing city agencies to keep 
track of veterans using 
their services and reforms 
to the Veterans’ Advisory 
Board. 

The first law, intro-
duced by City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside), 
requires city agencies to 
report specific services 
provided to veterans. It was 
unanimously passed by the 
City Council Feb. 26. 

Under the second law, 
the number of members 
on the Veterans’ Advisory 
Board increased from nine 
to 11 members, six of whom 
would be appointed by de 
Blasio and five by City Coun-

cil Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan). 

Board members would 
also be required to create 
an email exclusively for the 
purpose of the board. 

The last law calls on the 

board to hold five manda-
tory meetings, up from four. 
The Mayor’s Office of Vet-
erans’ Affairs is also now 
expected to maintain and 
regularly update contact 
information for veterans’ 
organizations in the city. 

“These three bills will 
strengthen the city’s ability 
to support veterans and con-
nect them to the services 
they need and deserve,” de 
Blasio said. 

Vallone called the new 
laws a good first step to pro-
viding much-needed atten-
tion to the 200,000 veterans 
currently living in the city. 

“For the first time, the 
city has to account for which 
veterans are receiving ser-
vices from the city,” he said. 

Vallone said the an-

nouncement marked the 
first time he has had a bill 
passed during his tenure as 
a Council member and the 
first bill passed in his dis-
trict in 10 years.

His bill called on the 
Mayor’s Office of Operations 
to report data on veterans 

from agencies such as the 
city Department of Housing 
and Development, the city 
Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene and the city 
Department of Consumer 
Affairs to the Commission-
er of the Mayor’s Office of 
Veterans Affairs, the Vet-
erans’ Advisory Board and 
the City Council. 

Reforms to the Veterans’ 
Advisory Board were need-
ed due to a lack of turnover 
of board members, Vallone 
said, with a greater need of 
a balance between veterans 
of older wars and those of 
more recent wars like those 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“It’s great to have veter-
ans from all the past wars 
that we’ve had, but the cur-
rent veterans want to see 

some representation,” he 
said.

Veterans’ advocates were 
also not aware of the board’s 
activities or its members, he 
added.

The next step, he said, 
is for MOVA to become a 
city agency so it can receive 
more funding and powers. It 
is controlled by the mayor, 
making it hard for the City 
Council to effect veteran 
policy, he said.

“If we’re going to help 
our veterans, it’s time for 
them to have their own city 
agency,” he said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

PAUL VALLONE

New law requires city to monitor veterans’ data
For the fi rst 

time, the city has 
to account for 
which veterans 
are receiving 
services from 

the city.

The MTA says current 
weekday ridership is 
1,100 customers with 

250 to 300 on the 
weekends. 
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problem in Queens,” Per-
alta said. “This bill and the 
new municipal ID program 
is very bad news for the 
counterfeit mills operators. 
We have to crack down on 
the mills and increase the 
penalties on these mill op-
erators to eradicate this se-
rious problem.”

The bill prohibits the 
sale of forged instruments. 
It also amends the penal 
code to include the sale and 
manufacture of govern-
ment issue documents as a 
class C felony in the first 
degree that would carry 
a penalty of 1 to 15 years 
behind bars.  In addition, 
it creates the presumption 
that an individual who pos-
sesses two or more forged 
government documents de-
picting a person other than 
him or herself intends to 
sell those fake documents.

Peralta’s district in-
cludes the stretch from 
75th to 103rd Streets on 
Roosevelt Avenue, which 
is called the “epicenter” of 
fake ID production and sale 
by investigators. The fake 

documents have been at the 
center of countless illicit 
episodes from alcohol-relat-
ed deaths on the roads and 
terrorist plots to SAT test 
cheating and identity theft. 

“This is an illicit indus-
try that threatens public 
safety, national security 
and personal property,” 
Peralta said.

The legislation moves 
on to the Assembly where 

it was expected to be taken 
up soon.

Meanwhile, Peralta be-
came the first state senator 
to endorse a new congestion 
pricing plan. He announced 
last week that he was sup-
porting the Move NY Fair 
Plan, a proposal that would 
lower existing tolls on out-
er-borough crossings while 
adding tolls to the currently 
free East River crossings.

secondhand smoke has on 
individuals.

“It calls for urging that 
establishments review 
their policy and strongly 
consider going this route,” 
Forrestal said. “Each facil-
ity has to make their own 
determination.”

The resolution recom-
mends that owners and 
landlords in multi-family 
housing create smoke-free 
housing units and estab-
lish them wherever pos-
sible. Owners of multi-unit 
housing, including rentals, 
condominiums and co-ops, 
would also legislatively be 
required to disclose the 
building’s smoking policy 
to current and prospective 
students. 

The resolution also calls 
on the city Department 
of Buildings and the city 
Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene to jointly 
communicate the health 

benefits of the legislation.
In 2002 and 2011, the city 
passed smoking restric-
tions to include workplaces, 
restaurants, bars, parks, 
boardwalks, beaches, rec-
reation centers, swimming 
pools and pedestrian pla-
zas.

Multi-family buildings 
are required to register 
with the city Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development for purposes 
of code enforcement and 
compliance, but there is no 
requirement to disclose the 
building’s smoking policy, 
an HPD spokesman said in 
an email. 

The DOB has not yet re-
ceived the resolution, but a 
spokesman said the agency 
only enforces the construc-
tion code. 

Board members were 
divided on the resolution. 
Board member Marc Hak-
en , who had cancer surgery 
stemming from smoking, 
said the resolution should 
be stronger. 

He said the board of di-

rectors for Hilltop Village 
Coop #4, a 300-unit co-op in 
Hollis in which he resides, 
passed a no-smoking policy 
for all three Hilltop build-
ings about 1 1/2 years ago. 

“The few people who 
said ‘nay’ didn’t say ‘nay’ 
because they smoke,” Hak-
en said. “As a matter of fact, 
they said, ‘I don’t smoke, but 
it’s a constitutional right of 
an individual to smoke in 
their apartment.’ Like hell 
it is. No, it’s not.”

Tami Hirsch, another 
board member, said she 
quit smoking four years 
ago, but she said people 
should not be punished for 
smoking in their homes. 

“They should not be sub-
ject to harassment, subject 
to eviction from something 
that they’ve done in the pri-
vacy of their own home,” 
Hirsch said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

Jose Peralta's bill to crack down on the fake ID market passes unan-
imously in the state Senate. Courtesy Jose Peralta's office

VISIT US AT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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their studios to the public.
“There won’t be any-

more studios in LIC,” 
Morsette said. “There are 
people in my building that 
have had their rents in-
creased 40 percent. We need 
a dedicated arts district in 
this neighborhood.”

Van Bramer said he 
could not agree more. 

“We’ve got to make sure 
these places exist,” he said 
before explaining proposed 
legislation that would out-
line the city’s first com-
prehensive cultural plan, 
which is still being devel-
oped and would be intro-
duced in the City Council 
within a few months. 

“Western Queens is 
the epicenter of Mayor de 
Blasio’s future plans and 
what we face is a very big, 
big deal,” Van Bramer said. 
“This administration is 
attempting rezoning and 
that is where our leverage 
comes into play.”

Finkelpearl, who as an 
artist lived and worked 
in an LIC loft beginning 

in 1979, said, “It was very 
dangerous, but it was a city 
where an artist could sur-
vive. We hear the kinds of 
issues with staying in New 
York City and staying alive 
as an artist. This is a great 
concern, Without you, with-
out artists, without the cre-
ativity that’s represented in 
this room, New York is just 
not the great city that we all 
love. We’re here because of 
the spirit.”

One man in the audience 
said that he had come from 
Manhattan to listen to Fin-
kelpearl and Van Bramer, 
whom he likened to former 
NBA stars “Michael Jordan 
and Scottie Pippen” on city 
culture.

“We’ve been called a lot 
of names, but never that be-
fore,” Van Bramer said be-
fore turning serious. “Tom 
and I work together and 
fight for the cultural com-
munity every day. We want 
the cultural community to 
know that they have cham-
pions fighting for them.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.
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Town hall
The Hindi Parades 

group filed a court peti-
tion against the NYPD, 
the city and Federation of 
Hindu Mandirs after HP-
FC’s permit for the Phagh-
wa Parade scheduled for 
March 15 was revoked by 
the NYPD and the 106th 
Precinct  inspector deputy 
even though it had already 
been approved. 

For the first time in 27 
years the Phaghwa parade 
was canceled, disappoint-
ing Hindu community 
revelers in Richmond Hill, 
other parts of Queens and 
Brooklyn.

A conference was held 
between the Hindu Pa-
rades & Festivals Commit-
tee, Arya Spiritual Center, 
legal counsel for the city, 
the NYPD, and the Fed-
eration of Hindu Mandirs 
March 19 at the Queens 
Supreme Court, according 
to court records. Supreme 
Court Justice Kevin Kerri-
gan oversaw the proceed-
ings and mediated.

“These power-drunk 

men have ruined it,” said 
Roy Singh, vice president 
of the Hindu Parades & 
Festivals Committee, 
whose parade permit was 
challenged by a rival Hin-
du group. “We will contin-
ue to fight the deputy in-
spector. It is not right that 
they get away with this.”

According to court 
documents, 106th Precinct 
Deputy Inspector Jeffrey 
Schiff said two parade per-
mits were filed in October 
from the Hindu Parades 
group, which teamed up 
with Arya Spiritual Cen-
ter, and the Federation of 
Hindu Mandirs March 8. 
The Federation of Hindu 
Mandir’s permit was de-
nied and the NYPD ap-
proved the HPFC parade 
permit until it  realized 
that there were two ap-
plications from the Hindu 
Parades group for the 
same parade, each with a 
different contact person. 
Due to the conflict, the 
NYPD canceled both per-
mit applications submit-
ted by the duo, according 
to Schiff’s affidavit. 

The Federation of 
Hindu Mandirs withdrew 

its appeal and applied for 
another parade permit for 
March 15.  The Hindu Pa-
rades group then followed 
suit by applying for the 
same day. Both applica-
tions are currently pend-
ing even though the parade 
date has passed, according 
to court documents.        

The Corporation 
Counsel, the NYPD, and 
the Federation of Hindu 
Mandirs have requested 
the complete dismissal 
of the entire petition on 
the ground that the court 
lacks jurisdiction to 

hear the HFPC and Arya 
Spiritual Center’s claims 
against the city because 
they are moot, according 
to the city’s court motion 
memorandum. 

According to court 
sources, the conference 
did not end with a resolu-
tion and another court ap-
pearance has been sched-
uled for April 2. 

 
Reach Reporter Sadef 

Ali Kully by e-mail at 
skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Continued from Page 1 

Phaghwa

The Paghwa Parade organizers have taken the 106th Precinct 
deputy inspector to court for revoking their parade permit after 
it was approved.   
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69-40 Myrtle Ave  I  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  I  StammtischPorkStore.com
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