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BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and sex trafficking advocates 
are calling on the city to pro-
vide more funding for victims. 

Lancman, chairman of the 
City Council’s Courts and Le-
gal Services Committee, along 
with social service providers 
and survivors, rallied at City 
Hall last week  .

“The city currently pro-
vides no dedicated funding 
to the organizations who are 
providing these services,” 
Lancman said. “Some of the 
organizations are very large 
organizations that deal with 
lots of different issues relating 
to women’s rights, domestic 
issues and others are small or-
ganizations that focus on this 
exclusively.”

The organizations include 
Sanctuary for Families, Re-
store NYC, the New York 
Asian Women’s Center and 
Girls Educational & Mentor-
ing Services. Trafficking sur-
vivors Shandra Woworuntu 
and Iryna, who is only iden-
tified by her first name, also 
spoke. 

Following the rally, Lanc-
man held a budget hearing in 
which Toko Serita, the presid-

BY MADINA TOURE

The Sunrise Cooperative, a 
group of 48 Willets Point auto 
shop owners, is receiving a 
nearly $5.8 million settlement 
from the city to relocate to and 
complete renovations at its 
South Bronx space.

The deal, reached March 
20, provides the group with 
funds for fire safety, sewage fa-
cilities, office space and equip-
ment at its new 84,000-square-
foot space at 1080 Leggett Ave. 
in Hunts Point.  

The city Economic Develop-
ment Corporation will pay $4.8 
million  and the Queens Devel-
opment Group, the site develop-
ers, will provide $960,000. The 
Sunrise Coop will contribute 
$143,000. The group must leave 
the hardscrabble site by June 
1.    The agreement also ends 
Sunrise’s suit against the city.

The group is signing a con-
tract with the construction 
company and hopes to save 
some of the settlement funds to 
pay rent throughout the con-
struction process, which will 
take about nine months, said 
Marco Neira, Sunrise Coop’s 
president. 

“We’re going to give a ser-
vice to the community, so it’s 
important for the mayor to 
help us to have some kind of 
business which is going to 
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BY MADINA TOURE

Jewish people through-
out the five boroughs will be 
celebrating Passover begin-
ning Friday. To accommodate 
Jewish residents, Community 
Board 8 is hosting Chometz 

burning stations at four loca-
tions in Hillcrest, Kew Gar-
dens Hills, Jamaica Estates 
and Flushing. The stations 
will provide a special pickup 
for the board’s coverage area 
Friday from 6 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
to support the Jewish tradi-

tion of burning bread. Officers 
from the 107th Precinct will be 
patrolling the area and stop-
ping in houses of worship. The 
holiday ends April 11.

   

 See story on Page 7

This young rider didn't mind the chilly temperatures for the opening weekend for the carousel in 
Flushing Meadow Park. But she did have her pick of just about any horse on the merry-go-round be-
cause spring decided to wait another week before making its entrance.  Photo by Michael Shain

Funds needed 
for victims of 
sex traffi cking

Passover burning stations on tap

Willets Pt. group reaches deal
Sunrise Coop gets $5.8m from city, developers to fi nance relocation 

ONCE MORE AROUND THE PARK
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BY TOM MOMBERG

 Bayside is one of two 
neighborhoods in Queens 
that was recently selected 
to be a part of the New York 
City Council’s “Age-friendly 
Neighborhoods Initiative,” 
which is attempting to make 
the city and its naturally-oc-
curring retirement commu-
nities more accommodating 
to older individuals.

 Roughly 75 Baysiders 
turned up at the Clearview 
Selfhelp Senior Center 
Wednesday to participate in 
the discussion and find ways 
to increase seniors’ access 
to services and resources in 
northeast Queens.

 As one of the initiative’s 
biggest proponents, City 
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) was excited to an-
nounce that his district was 
one of only 13 chosen from 
around the five boroughs. 
Far Rockaway was the other 
neighborhood from Queens 
chosen for the initiative.

 Vallone, who led Wednes-
day’s meeting, said the city 
is constantly trying to find 
better ways to communicate 
to all residents about the le-
gal, social or transportation 
services that are available 
to them, which some people 

may just not be aware of.
 “Sometimes we hear, 

‘Oh, I didn’t know I could use 
that form of transportation 
to get around,’ so sometimes 
it’s just communication and 
(finding) the services that 
are already available,” the 
councilman said. 

 Now, the focus is on se-
niors, Vallone said. 

 “What would make life 
for each one of you better, just 
coming from home to here, 
getting to the supermarket, 
going to the library or visit-
ing your family?” he asked 
the crowd. “What can be 
made better that is required 
of our lives as the city is 
growing and making things 
more difficult?”

 Many of those who par-
ticipated in the conversation 
had brought up concerns 
over access to services as 
well as the associated costs. 
Some were worried about 
the cost of housing, legal or 
civil services, as well as the 
cost of health services such 
as emergency alert buttons. 
Others asked if service hours 
at some city agencies or li-
braries could be extended, 
and if something could be 
done to make businesses and 
services more handicapped 

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 
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BY MADINA TOURE

Transportation Commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg an-
nounced several new safety 
and mobility measures to ad-
dress traffic congestion and 
pedestrians safety issues at 
the Flushing Commons con-
struction site  at a meeting of 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz’s task force for 
the project. 

The new measures include 
two NYPD traffic enforcement 
agents and a new dedicated 
left turn lane onto Main Street 
to promote mobility on 37th 
Avenue and Main Street and 
two NYPD traffic enforcement 
agents on Roosevelt Avenue 
and Union Street.

The measures also include 
a new temporary all-way stop 
sign and one NYPD traffic 
enforcement agent on 37th 
Avenue and 138th Street and 
markings designating a left 
turn onto Main Street for im-
proved traffic flow on 37th 
Avenue approaching Main 
Street. 

The addition of traffic en-
forcement agents on weekdays  
on 37th Avenue and Main 
Street and on Roosevelt Av-
enue and Union Street was ef-
fective March 25. 

The new left turn lane and 
the new markings will go into 
effect later. 

“These actions are sound 
steps that demonstrate the 
DOT’s commitment, and 
continual engagement by all 
stakeholders is necessary to 
keep the economic engine of 
downtown Flushing running 
amidst the building pains of 
development,” Katz said. 

The first phase of the proj-
ect, which is scheduled to be 
completed by 2017, will open a 
portion of the municipal lot as 
an underground garage is be-
ing built. It will also have 150 
units of market-rate housing 

and 219,000 square feet of com-
mercial space.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) said the new mea-
sures a good step in the right 
direction but said more work 
needs to be done. 

Additional measures Avel-
la said should be implemented 
include traffic agents at the 
site all day long as opposed to 
during rush hour and a traf-
fic light or all way stop on 37th 
Avenue and Union Street.

“It still doesn’t go far 
enough, but at least we’ll have 
some relief,” he said. 

Ikhwan Rim, president of 
the Union Street Small Busi-
ness Association, said the new 
measure will help reduce traf-
fic congestion in the area and 
bring back more customers to 
Flushing businesses. 

But he said the developers 
have not held up their end of 
the bargain and that they are 
not giving back to the commu-
nity. 

“If you go there, they 
haven’t kept their word,” Rim 
said. “There weren’t any peo-
ple outside directing pedestri-

ans. I walk there every day.”
The DOT pushed the devel-

opers to hire traffic control 
agents to manage traffic in the 
area as well as install a pedes-
trian walkway. 

Michael Meyer, president 
of F&T Group, said he sup-
ports the newly announced 
measures by the DOT but said 
he was concerned about the ef-
fectiveness of a traffic agent 
and a stop sign. 

“What exacerbates the 
problem is they’ve allowed on-
street parking on 11 spaces on 
138th between 39th and 38th 
avenues and what that does 
along with an illegal casino 
bus, it blocks the ability of the 
other buses to make a turn 
onto 138th and so that inter-
section gets totally clogged 
up,” Meyer said. 

He also insisted that the 
developers have complied 
with the stipulations imposed 
upon them by the DOT, calling 
Rim’s allegiations a “misrep-
resentation.”

The DOT is exploring other 
possible measures, including 

Continued on Page 50

City Councilman Paul Vallone talks to a group of northeast Queens 
residents about access to services for older residents in his district. 

Photo by Tom Momberg

The Department of Transportation announced new safety measures 
to address traffic problems around the Flushing Commons site. 

Photo by Micahel Shain

Bayside picked for city 
age-friendly initiative

Fix for traffi c problem
DOT to carry out safety measures at Flushing Commons site

Continued on Page 50
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queensborough Community Col-
lege’s Kupferberg Holocaust Resource 
Center and Archives held an event last 
Friday where World War II veteran 
Rick Carrier spoke to students about 
being the first American to discover 
the Buchenwald concentration camp.

Carrier, who turns 90 this month, 
was a lively speaker who recanted 
tales from his childhood and the war 
without missing a beat.

Even when talking about storming 
the beaches of Normandy on D-Day he 
was able to infuse his humor and charm 
into the stories, bringing a sense of hu-
manity to the horrors of wartime. His 
biggest achievement and the reason 
the center asked him to speak was to 
tell the story of how he and his fellow 
soldiers helped liberate the prisoners 
of Germany’s largest concentration 
camp, Buchenwald.  Carrier, who was 
just 20, found the camp while looking 
for a supply dump.

Carrier spoke in front of QCC stu-
dents who are taking a trip to Salz-
burg, Austria as a part of the Salzburg 
Global Seminar in April. 

According to the seminar, the pur-
pose of this program is to provide stu-
dents with an intensive international 
experience, exploring issues of global 
concern and viewing these issues from 

different perspectives.
Since students participating in the 

seminar will visit Dachau concentra-
tion camp, the session provided some 
context and understanding of the 
liberation that took place in various 

camps.
Marisa Berman, assistant director 

of the Kupferberg center talked about 
why Carrier was a dream guest speak-
er. 

“One of the most important things 

we can offer students and the com-
munity is getting firsthand testimony 
from survivors,” she said.  “It makes 
the story much more compelling and 
makes students and visitors more em-
pathetic. It’s a totally different experi-
ence for the students than just having 
me tell the story. It really helps them 
get a better sense of what happened 
because it’s putting a face to the trag-
edy.”

Carrier enjoys speaking to the 
younger generation and causing an 
impact.

“They remember it because I tell it 
in such a way they’ll never forget it,” 
he said. “I tell the story from a very 
personal point of view, what I felt,  so 
the emotions come through. I was 18 
when the war started and a lot of the 
kids I speak to are around that age.  
They visualize themselves at my age 
going through what I went through.”

Berman hopes that firsthand ac-
counts remind students of the rele-
vance and lasting impact of genocide.

“Talking about genocide is impor-
tant because sometimes when we talk 
to students about events like the Holo-
caust, which happened over 70 years 
ago, it’s easy to write it off and think 
times were different, but when we can 
show things happening in the ’90s and 
this millennium and decade they real-
ize how important it is,” Berman said. 

World War II veteran Rick Carrier described his experience storming the beach 
at Normandy on D-Day to students at Queensborough Community College.  

Photo courtesy Queensborough Community College

World War II vet shares stories with students
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Times Ledger Newspapers 
Editor Roz Liston’s editorials 
won two awards at this year’s 
New York Press Association 
contest that pitted hundreds of 
papers across the state against 
each other.  The paper also re-
ceived three other awards to 
individual reporters for their 
coverage of spot news and lo-
cal government. 

Liston’s laconic and terse 
editorials won first place, 
proving that the editorials re-
ally are the soul of a newspa-
per.  

The weekly chain covers 
the diverse neighborhoods of 
the borough each week with 
three editions: the Bayside 
Times, the Flushing Times and 
the TimesLedger.  The awards 
represented a year of equal di-
versity with issues covered by 
the winning entries ranging 
from racial tensions to politi-
cal corruption. 

Awards for the NYPA’s 
2014 Better Newspaper Con-
test were presented over the 
weekend in upstate Saratoga, 
N.Y. The contest received 3,081 
entries from 177 newspapers, 
which competed for awards in 
64 categories. 

 “The editorial awards go 
the heart of our mission here 
at TimesLedger - to inform 

our readers as best we can 
about the issues of greatest 
important to the community 
and to create a platform for 
constructive conversation,” 
Liston said. “The reporting 
prizes captured some of ma-
jor concerns in Queens from 
political corruption to police-
neighborhood relations to 
bringing immigrants into the 
mainstream.

The TimesLedger News-
papers were sold to Les and 
Jennifer Goodstein in July 
2014 under the umbrella of the 
Community News Group and 
NYC Community Media. In 
total the newspapers earned 
12 first place awards and 40 
awards over all for coverage 
in Brooklyn, Manhattan and 
Queens.

 Liston weaved outrage and 
a sense of caring every week 
into the paper with her edito-
rials, which saluted the City 
Council’s strong female speak-
er for having the courage to 
give up some power in the 

interest of greater transpar-
ency.  Another needled Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo for eyeing 
the MTA’s $40 million transit 
fund to get a budget deal when 
his native land of Queens is a 
transit wasteland and a third 
called for an end to polarizing 
rhetoric as tensions mounted 
between the mayor and the 
police. 

The judges wrote, “These 
editorials emerged atop a 
crowded field of entries be-
cause they clearly and effec-
tively weaved facts and opin-
ions to present solid positions 
on issues of local concern and 
interest. Readers are fortu-
nate to have this newspaper in 
the community, watching out 
for their interests. Congratu-
lations.”

 The paper also won sec-
ond place for the best editorial 
page, which twitted Mayor de 
Blasio on his chronic lateness 
and praised Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz for taking 

BY BILL PARRY

U.S. Reps. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) and Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) joined 
several other members of 
Congress and advocates to 
welcome the inclusion of Sikh, 
Hindu and Arab American 
communities in the Depart-
ment of Justice hate crimes 
tracking effort. It is the final 
step in a three-year-long ef-
fort to encourage the federal 
government to finally begin 
tracking and quantifying hate 
crimes against these at-risk 
communities.

The move comes three 
years after the tragic mas-
sacre in Oak Creek, Wis. in 
which a white supremacist 
gunned down six individuals 
worshipping at a Sikh temple, 

and just over a month after a 
Long Island man was indicted 
by a Queens grand jury in 
a hate crime case in Ozone 

Park. Joseph Caleca, 55, al-
legedly called Sandeep Singh 
“Osama” before ramming 
him with his pick-up truck 
and dragging his body along a 
street before fleeing the scene 
in July 2014.

“Time and time again, we 
have seen vicious attacks on 
members of Sikh, Hindu and 
Arab American communi-
ties,” Crowley said. “Tracking 
hate crimes is more than just 
putting a number in a column 
- it means giving law enforce-
ment agencies the resources 
and information they need to 
help prevent this kind of vio-
lence in the first place.”

The Department of Justice 
has updated its hate crimes 
training manual to include 
sections dedicated to identi-

BY TOM MOMBERG
 
 Several state legislators 

from Queens have expressed 
discontent with weakened 
policies and eliminated ini-
tiatives in the state budget 
as both houses struggled to 
get a final resolution on Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s desk by 
deadline.

 In a push to get the $142 
billion budget passed by 
April 1, the governor’s eth-
ics reform and education 
initiatives were reshaped to 
appease a Republican-con-
trolled Senate, ultimately 
passing the plan 36 to 26, and 
a Democratic-controlled As-
sembly, which passed the fi-
nal plan 92 to 54. 

 But lawmakers were still 
negotiating and didn’t final-
ize the budget until almost 3 
a.m. on Wednesday, depriv-
ing Cuomo of what would 
have been his fifth consecu-
tive on-time budget. 

 New ethics rules in the 
budget will require lawmak-
ers to disclose more complete 
information about outside 
jobs and any additional in-
come. The rules will also re-
quire pension forfeiture for 
corruption and electronical-
ly log event attendance.  Law-
makers were upset, however, 
that so many changes were 
made to the reforms without 
giving them proper time to 
review.

 Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) said 
that while he was disappoint-
ed there was no minimum 
wage increase, property tax 
relief or Tuition Assistance 
Program expansion for the 
Dream Act, there were still 
some meaningful items in 
the state budget.

 “I’m just happy we are 
able to get this through on 
time,” he said. “The governor 
went out of his way to meet 
that goal.”

 Weprin said he was proud 
to announce an additional $1 
million in funding to com-
munity-based independent 
living centers in the budget, 
as well as a $500,000 increase 
to the governor’s proposed $1 
million in additional funds 
for the City University of 
New York’s CUNY Leads pro-
gram that provides academic 
support to students with dis-
abilities.

 The assemblyman said 
he was glad to see that bud-

get negotiations took con-
cerns of administrators and 
teachers into account when 
it came to the governor’s pro-
posed education policies, too.

 “I’m very happy with the 
changes we’ve made to the 
teacher evaluation system, 
and with the fact that the 
Board of Regents will now 
go about a public hearing 
process (for ineffective teach-
ers),” Weprin said. “Our new 
regent from Queens, Judith 
Chin, I know will do a great 
job of considering local input 
in decisions when it comes to 
our teachers.” 

 Like many lawmakers, 
Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
was unhappy that tuition as-
sistance for undocumented 
alien students was not in-
cluded in the $1.4 billion edu-
cation increase outlined in 
the budget.

 “Although the budget 
overall is a boon for Queens 
families, it falls short because 
of the conspicuous absence of 
the Dream Act,” Moya said.

 Sen. James Sanders (D-
South Ozone Park) said the 
most costly item to have been 
omitted from the budget was 
a minimum wage hike, which 
was proposed to reach $10.50 
by the end of 2016, and $11.50 
in New York City.

 “Perhaps we have for-
gotten, or perhaps we have 
never known, what it’s like 
to try to feed a family on the 
minimum wage – a wage that 
has not increased in many 
years,” Sanders said.

 Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Middle Village) said there 
were many positive items in 
the budget, but that the final 
version could be spoken of 

Rep. Joe Crowley lauds a new sys-
tem that will track hate crimes 
against the Sikh, Hindu and Arab 
American communities. 

Photo courtesy Joe Crowley

Gov. Andrew Cuomo compromised 
on ethics reform and education 
policies in an attempt to meet the 
April 1 budget deadline.

State budget falls
short of boro goals

New system to track hate crimes

Chain wins 5 awards
TimesLedger recognized for editorials, spot news

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY BILL PARRY

Developers have a deal in 
place that will allow them 
to build the tallest building 
in Queens, next to the iconic 
Clock Tower, now that MTA 
board members voted to sell 
478,000 square feet of air 
rights for $56 million .

  When finalized, the 
agreement reached March 
24, will give three parcels of 
land at Northern Boulevard 
and 40th Road to Queens 
Plaza Development LLC, 
which includes developers 
Property Markets Group and 
the Hakim Organization,  the 
proper zoning to build the 
new 77-story residential sky-
scraper on Queens Plaza.

The proposed tower would 
be located at 29-37 41st Ave., 
along side the Clock Tower 
building that was “calen-
dared” by the Landmarks 

Preservation Commission 
last week. The commission’s 
unanimous vote ensures 
that the old building, owned 
by Property Markets Group, 
will receive provisional pro-
tection until its candidacy 
for landmark designation is 
formally heard at a public 
hearing which could be held 
as early as April.

Preservationists feared 
that the Clock Tower would 
be demolished without the 
LPC’s action. This week, 
preliminary renderings by 
SLCE Architects show the 
Clock Tower, once the tallest 
building in Queens when it 
was built in 1927, and the new 
skyscraper, will be connected 
at the base.

The deal for the develop-
ment rights will also allow 
the MTA to futher fund re-
pairs on the aging subway 

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

New York City’s official 
marketing and tourism com-
pany is turning up the Queens 
glamor, riding the wave of at-
tention the borough received 
after Lonely Planet named it 
the best place to visit in Amer-
ica. 

NYC & Company, a non-
profit marketing firm, is con-
tracted with the city’s tour-
ism industry. Standing in the 
sunlit Queens Museum, the 
company’s president and CEO, 
Fred Dixon, announced a 
new initiative called Tourism 
Ready aimed at transforming 
the borough’s image from an 
airport stopping point to an 
enticing destination. 

“Queens is the world’s bor-
ough and the world is catching 
on after Lonely Planet named 
the borough,” said Marty 

Markowitz, former Brooklyn 
borough president. “To really 
get a flavor of this town you’ve 
got to visit Queens. 

Markowitz’s success in 
branding and leading a tour-
ism spike in Brooklyn in-

spired the marketing firm 
to try out a similar strategy 
in the city’s biggest borough 
geographically.. The former 
borough president now works 
for the marketing firm as vice 
president of borough engage-
ment and promotion. 

And together with the firm, 
Markowitz is leading an ef-
fort to get tourists to be more 
aware of Queens’ attractions 
and cheaper hotel rates. The 
firm is responsible for adver-
tising city tourism throughout 
the world and part of its new 
effort will include highlight-
ing attractions in Queens like 
the US Open tennis stadium, 
the World’s Fair globe and the 
vast wealth of diverse restau-
rants.  

The borough will also soon 
be spotlighted in the inter-
national campaign NYCGO 

BY BILL PARRY
 
An Elmhurst resident was 

the second of two fatal victims 
pulled from the rubble of the 
East Village gas explosion 
Sunday. 

Moises Locon, 27, who 
worked as a busboy at Sushi 
Park,was positively identified 
by the city medical examiner’s 
office Wednesday through the 
use of DNA evidence. His fam-
ily has been notified, accord-
ing to city officials..

Locon worked in New York 
City for the last seven years, 
saving up money to return to 
his native Guatemala to be 
with his longtime girlfriend, 
his cousin and roommate, 
Pablo Yac, told The New York 
Times.

Nelson Figueroa, 23, of 
Washington Heights, was the 
other person to die in the col-
lapse.

An “inappropriately” 
tapped gas line in the basement 
of Sushi Park likely caused the 
explosion last week, according 
to Mayor Bill de Blasio.  A to-
tal of 25 people were injured in 
the catastrophic blaze and col-

lapse that followed among the 
injured were five firefighters, 
although none of injuries were 
considered serious, according 
to the FDNY.  

More than 250 firefight-
ers, EMTs and paramedics 
responded during the rare 
seven-alarm turnout. At the 
Woodhaven fire March 18, over 
165 FDNY members responded 
and two were injured when a 
row of eight homes were sig-
nificantly damaged. In the two 
weeks since several Queens 
elected officials have stepped 
forward in a campaign that 
began with a March 16 rally on 
the steps of City Hall to show 
they stand in support of over 
1,400 newly hired FDNY fire-
fighters who lack disability 
protection.

Advocates say that should 
they be burned, seriously in-
jured or paralyzed on the job, 
the disability protection for 
a probationary firefighter 
equals only about $10,000 per 
year, or $27 per day. The dis-
parity began with former Gov. 
David Paterson reducing dis-
ability for firefighters hired 
after July 2009.

City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage) spoke to over 350 fire-
fighters at the  rally saying, 
“This administration says it 

cares about fairness, but what 
is fair about $27 a day for New 
York’s Bravest if they get hurt 
while risking their lives? Ev-
ery firefighter is taking the 

same risk, and every firefight-
er deserves the assurance that 
their families will be provided 
for should anything happen 
on the job. We can not allow 
the city to cut corners when it 
comes to fundamental public 
safety.”

Carlos Azevedo, a proba-
tionary firefighter assigned to 
Engine 316 in Elmhurst, said, 
“The two-tier system doesn’t 
work. It doesn’t make sense 
to be across the table from 
another firefighter, knowing 
his family will be taken care 
of if something happens, and 
knowing that your family is 
not going to get the same pro-
tection if something happens. 
It just doesn’t add up for the job 
that we do. Would you put your 
life on the line for $27 a day?”

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) evoked 
memories of the 9/11 attacks at 
the rally. “Could you imagine 
standing here in the shadow 
of the old World Trade Center 
talking about cutting fire-
fighters’ disability benefits, 
about having two tiers for dis-
ability benefits? It would be 

Marty Markowitz and Borough 
President Melinda Katz announce 
a new Queens tourism initia-
tive at Queens Museum.  

Photo by Eric Jankiewicz

Elmhurst resident Moises Locon was one of the two bodies found in the 
rubble of the East Village collapse. Photo courtesy Facebook

Elmhurst man lost in East Village fi re
Borough offi cials revisit campaign for proper disability benefi ts for all FDNY fi refi ghters

City tourism campaign
highlights Queens’ sites

MTA sells air rights
to developer of tower

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48
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BY MADINA TOURE

Gifted and talented third 
graders at the PS 32 State 
Street School in Flushing 
started a school-wide booster 
campaign to raise money 
to help protect the Amazon 
rainforest in South America. 

Since November, 32 third-
grade students have been 
working to support the rain-
forest by selling crafts they 
made at a holiday boutique 
and selling boosters, which 
involved cutting and design-
ing paper into themes such as 
fruits and animals based on a 
student’s grade. The project 
will continue until the end of 
the school year.

“There were leaves and 
butterflies and stars and 
each grade brought boost-
ers home to raise money and 
they brought it back and they 
added it to the tree,” said Lisa 
Hamlin, a third-grade gifted 
and talented teacher whose 
class worked on the project. 
“So we have this big beauti-
ful tree in our hallway now 
and they raised over $750 so 
far.”

The Amazon Rainforest 
takes up 40 percent of Brazil’s 
total geographical area, ac-
cording to the Smithsonian 
National Zoological Park’s 
website. 

The rainforest is the 
drainage basin for the Ama-
zon River and its tributar-
ies, covering about 2,722,000 
square miles, the website 
said. The Amazon River Ba-
sin is roughly 4,195 miles 
long and is the biggest river 
basin worldwide.

In the last 50 years, about 
17 percent of the forest in the 
Amazon has been lost, main-
ly due to forest conversion for 
cattle ranching, according to 
the World Wide Fund. 

The Amazon’s rainfor-
ests contain 90 to 140 billion 

metric tons of carbon, which 
could be released in substan-
tial amounts with deforesta-
tion. 

The project came to frui-
tion while the students were 
studying South America as 
part of the school’s curricu-
lum and decided to write per-
suasive essays about it, Ham-
lin said. 

“They felt compelled to 
write about why it’s impor-
tant to save the rainforest and 
then it kind of just ballooned 
from there,” she said.  

The students sent home a 
letter to families asking for 
donations. Families sent in 
a $1 donation and signed a 
booster, similar to the ones 
hanging in food stores, that 
went home with the letter. 

The boosters consisted 
of caterpillars for kinder-
gartners, cocoa beans for 
first graders, butterflies for 
second graders, bananas 
for third graders, leaves for 
fourth graders and stars for 
fifth graders. Once the do-
nation and booster were re-
turned to school, the booster 
was then hung up on a tree. 

The students also distrib-
uted infomercials they wrote 
and filmed on the rainforest’s 
problems to different class-
rooms. 

“We started out as an idea 
of how we can save the Ama-
zon rainforest and now the 
whole school is getting in-
volved,” Esther Lim, 8, said. 

“One-third of the oxygen 
of the earth comes from the 
Amazon rainforest so if we 
don’t save it, we will run out 
of one-third of the oxygen in 
this world,” Antonio Rosario, 
8, said. 

The students plan to hold 
more fund-raisers and donate 
money to a charity that sup-
ports the rainforest.

BY TOM MOMBERG
 
 Property values in Queens 

are on the rebound from the 
housing crisis, but despite 
increases in median home 
values, the concern over the 
growing number of blighted, 
abandoned houses is very 
much real throughout the bor-
ough.

 There are currently 172 
properties in Queens that re-
altors call “zombie homes,” 
according to RealtyTrac, a 
national real estate tracking 
company. These are properties 
that remained  vacant during 
New York’s nearly three-year-
long foreclosure process, and 
in many cases have fallen into 
disrepair.

 Lenders pay property 
taxes in instances when own-
ers abandon homes and fail to 
complete the foreclosure pro-
cess, but often don’t make an 
attempt to maintain or secure 
the properties. 

 The number 172 hardly 
compares to the nearly 2,000 
zombie homes in Nassau Coun-
ty , but doesn’t reflect the true 
number of derelict properties 
in the borough either. 

 There are an additional 110 
houses in Queens, mostly in 
Jamaica, that have been aban-
doned for decades under the 
stewardship of the New York 
City Housing Authority. But 
that number is slowly shrink-
ing as the housing authority 
partners with nonprofits like 
Habitat for Humanity to reno-
vate and place low-income 
families in them, a NYCHA 
spokeswoman said.

 Between March 2013 and 
now, more than 6,000 written 
notices of a lawsuit were filed 
in Queens, which are the first 
state filings that result from 
mortgage default, property tax 
delinquency or common un-
paid charges.  Over 20 percent 
of the properties are vacated 
upon the first filing, accord-
ing to RealtyTrac.

 So even if a property isn’t 
a “zombie,” eligible for demoli-
tion, there are often hundreds 
more properties that are left 
vacant for months at a time.

 Licensed real estate broker 
Ted Kouris, of Metropolis Re-
alty in Astoria, said the state’s 
prolonged foreclosure process 
often creates problems at va-
cant properties, even if unat-
tended for just a month.

 Homeless people, drug us-

ers and criminals are widely 
known among the realty com-
munity to wreak havoc if a 
property is not secured for any 
length of time, he said.

 “Some of the squatters have 
taken over, gutted the pipes 
and valuables, or are renting 
them to others and profiting 
off them,” Kouris said. “The 
homes become unkempt and 
unsafe, bringing surrounding 
home values down.”

 More recently, as more 
of those homeowners vacate 
their properties after not be-
ing able to make mortgage 
payments, Kouris said it is 
increasingly difficult to deter-
mine in court who is respon-
sible for the properties once an 
issue arises, whether it be the 
previous owner, the bank or 
the buyer.

 The  Astoria realtor and 
his attorney, Olga Somarras, 
spent almost a year in civil 
court and thousands of dollars 
to evict somebody at one of its 
clients’ properties, who was il-
legally operating a business at 
the foreclosed site. 

 “This squatter turned a 
profit on a non-permitted flo-
ral operation, illegally tapped 
into the ConEdison power grid 
and didn’t pay a dime to oc-
cupy that space,” Kouris said. 
“He wouldn’t leave, so we tried 

to chase him off the lot, but 
had to go to court and pay to 
get him evicted.”

 That’s a rare occurrence, 
but Metropolis Realty and sev-
eral other licensed realtors 
around the borough and the 
city have experienced similar 
problems with illegal occu-
pants or criminals. 

 Kouris’ solution: “It’s all 
about securing the house,” he 
said. “Because the liability 
could fall back on the owner, 
it’s a good idea to install se-
curity cameras, an alarm sys-
tem, or even to ask neighbors 
to keep an eye out for activ-
ity.”

 Even in a neighborhood 
with some of the highest me-
dian property values in the 
city, there are 13 homes in 
Bayside that are considered 
zombie homes, according to 
RealtyTrac. Almost seven out 
of every 1,000 homes in St. Al-
bans are considered zombie 
homes, 81 of which are eligible 
for demolition by the city, ac-
cording to Metropolis.

 To submit a vacant hous-
ing complaint, or to report 
someone living in or using a 
vacant building, click under 
the resources tab of the New 
York City website at http://
www1.nyc.gov/. Third graders at PS 32 worked to help save the Amazon rainforest af-

ter learning about its problems in class. Photo by Madina Toure

RealtyTrac estimates there are 172 “zombie homes” in the Queens 
Borough, not including NYCHA-owned properties and other vacant resi-
dences. Photo by Michael Shain 

Zombies blight boro
Vacant and foreclosed houses attract unwanted activity

PS 32 students raise 
funds to save Amazon
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BY MADINA TOURE

Starting this Friday, the 
first day of Passover, the 107th 
Precinct will have dedicated 
patrols driving around the 
precinct area, which primar-
ily covers Fresh Meadows, 
Cunningham Heights, Hill-
top Village, Electchester and 
Pomonok, according to the 
precinct’s captain, Paul Val-
erga. 

The officers will be doing 
random stops at houses of wor-
ship at irregular times and ac-
tions will be taken according-
ly in the event of any terrorist 
threats or other criminal ac-
tions, Valerga said. 

“They do their own investi-
gations, they do their own vis-
its, they do their own observa-
tions,” he said. 

The NYPD recently held its 
annual pre-Passover briefing, 
led by NYPD Commissioner 
Bill Bratton. 

The department will deploy 
additional resources such as 

“Hercules” patrols by heavily 
armed officers to synagogues, 
Jewish neighborhoods and 
other sensitive locations dur-
ing Passover. 

The department will also 
deploy foot posts, visits by of-
ficers to synagogues, outreach 
by community affairs officers, 
an increased presence of anti-
crime units to prevent theft 
and patrols by special “house 
of worship” cars. 

Queens Community Board 
8 will also be hosting chametz 
burning stations in conjunc-
tion with the Fire Department 
and the city Department of 
Sanitation April 3, according 

to Marie Adam-Ovide, CB 8’s 
district manager. The burning 
stations will run April 3 from 
6 a.m. to 11 a.m.

The morning before Pass-
over, chametz — food products 
made from wheat, rye, oats, 
barley spelt or derivatives that 
have risen — can be eaten un-
til the fourth hour of the day, 
according to Chabad.org, a 
website that publishes infor-
mation about Judaism.  

Individuals can only eat 
foods that are kosher for Pass-
over, following that time. All 
the chametz is symbolically 
burnt before the fifth hour the 
morning of Passover. 

The stations will be held 
at the Torah Center at 171-05 
Jewel Ave. in Hillcrest, Young 
Israel of Kew Gardens Hills at 
70-11 150th St. in Kew Gardens 
Hills, Young Israel of Jamaica 
Estates at 83-10 188th St. in 
Jamaica Estates and Young Is-
rael of Queens Valley at 141-55 
77th Ave. in Flushing. 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The Queens Public Li-
brary held a budget proposal 
hearing in front of a small au-
dience at the Queens Flush-
ing branch on Main Street 
this week.  

The board and most of its 
trustees listened to a hand-
ful of Queens library mem-
bers in front of an audience 
of about 40 people. The only 
political representative who 
spoke was from the office of 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside). 

“If we stay at status quo, 
then we have to look to cut 
in other places,” said Bridget 
Quinn-Carey, interim presi-
dent and chief executive of-
ficer of the Queens Public 
Library. 

The $142.4 million budget 
proposal for the upcoming 
fiscal year includes expenses 
such as technology, operating 
costs, fund-raising expenses, 
new books and other library 
materials and running com-

munity programs. 
“I spent the whole day at 

the library today.  There was 
a crowd out of the door,” said 
Kevin Burns, in his 70s, a 
library user from Kew Gar-
dens.  

The Queens library is 
asking for an $18.1 million 
increase from the city budget 
to restore its six-day service 
to all 65 Queens branches, 
hire an additional 250 people, 
purchase 120,000 books, and 
implement community pro-
grams . 

The preliminary state and 
city budgets are $2.8 million 
less for the library than the 
funding for this fiscal year.  

In the past year, the 
Queens Library has been in 
the limelight for its financial 
mismanagement controversy 
over the former president 
and his expenses, trustees 
forced to resign, a dismissed 
lawsuit against the borough 
president and a new state law 
that gives city control over 

Community Board 8 is hosting 
Passover burning stations at four 
locations in northern Queens.

Library budget seeks 
$18.1 million increase

Police patrols step up security 
for Passover at boro temples
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North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103
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You can begin today.
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POLICE 

Blotter
FLUSHING — Police were looking for a woman 

who allegedly stole money from a 52-year-old man at 
a supermarket in Flushing, the NYPD said.

The woman removed $220 in cash from the man’s 
left jacket pocket March 19 at about 11:45 a.m. in front 
of the CJ Supermarket at 40-31 Main St., police said. 

Police described the suspect as an adult Asian fe-
male wearing a white coat and black sunglasses with 
black hair, pushing a stroller. 

The investigation is ongoing, according to a po-
lice spokeswoman.

Woman wanted for larceny in Flushing: NYPD

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
300 Jay Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201

www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

718.260.5500

WELCOME
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IN THE  
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www.citytech.cuny.edu/summer
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MAY 28
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JULY 6
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BEGINS ON APRIL 6: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!
Police are searching for a woman who alleged-
ly stole money from a man at a Flushing supermarket. 

Photo courtesy of NYPD

Police seek suspected Flushing groper

FLUSHING — Police were search-
ing for a man who forcibly touched 
three teenage girls in Flushing be-
tween November and March.

The man first struck a 15-year-old 
girl Nov. 6 at about 7 a.m. on the cor-
ner of 136th Street and 60th Avenue, ac-
cording to the police. 

He also groped a 13-year-old girl 
March 11 at about 7:50 a.m. in front of 
132-34 58th Ave. and a 19-year-old girl 
March 23 at about 7:30 a.m. on the cor-
ner of 136th Street and 59th Ave., police 
said. 

The suspect is described as a white 
male who is 30 or 40 years old and about 
5-foot-8 with a slim build, police added. 
He was last seen wearing a dark green jacket and grey hooded sweatshirt and 
blue jeans. 

The investigation was ongoing, according to a police spokeswoman.

Police are looking for a man who allegedly 
groped three teenage girls in Flushing.

Five dozen firefighters battle Flushing blaze
FLUSHING — A fire broke out at a two-story building in Flushing Wednes-

day morning, according to the FDNY. 
Occupants of a dwelling at 57-20 134th St. were alerted to a fire by a working 

smoke detector Wednesday at 9:13 a.m., an FDNY spokesman said. The fire was 
brought under control at 9:50 a.m. and occupants were able to exit safely, he said. 
There were 12 different units with about 60 firefighters and EMS personnel.

Five marshals were investigating the fire, the spokesman added.

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 

(CRIMES) and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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BY BILL PARRY

The safety of pedestrians 
and cyclists is the focus of the 
city Department of Trans-
portation’s plans for a $100 
million redesign of Queens 
Boulevard. The concept was 
unveiled during a slide show 
presentation for Community 
Board 2’s Transportation 
Committee Tuesday night.

Construction of the first 
phase of the project will be-
gin this summer between 
Roosevelt Avenue and 73rd 
Street, a 1.3-mile stretch 
where six people were killed 
between 2009 and 2013. The 
entire 7-mile corridor, one 
of the most dangerous in the 
city with 38 traffic fatalities 
and 448 severe injuries from 
2003 to 2013, will follow.

“After decades of crashes, 
many of them fatal,” DOT 
Commissioner Polly Trotten-
berg said, “this corridor has 
been re-imagined and will be 
redesigned to become a safer, 
greener and more attrac-
tive corridor for residents 
and businesses, suitable to 
traverse through the world’s 
borough.”

The DOT held a compre-
hensive public workshop on 
the thoroughfare’s safety 
needs in January and devel-
oped the project proposal 
based on the information 
gathered along with the 
study of traffic and safety 
conditions. Among the top is-
sues were residents’ concerns 
about speeding, an uncom-
fortable cycling environment, 
conflicts at intersections be-
tween pedestrians, cyclists 
and vehicles, and unpleasant 
and dangerous-feeling pedes-
trian conditions.

The proposal includes 
adding a 5-foot protected bike 
lane incorporated into a wid-
ened service road median 
with new pedestrian space 
for a park-like experience, 

similar to Eastern Park-
way and Ocean Parkway in 
Brooklyn.

“This work represents a 
major advancement in the ef-
forts to achieve Vision Zero 
throughout our city,” Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “Thanks 
to the work of the DOT, we are 
seeing significant improve-
ments in traffic safety in 
western Queens, and we look 
forward to seeing Queens 
Boulevard safety improve-
ments, thanks to this $100 
million capital investment.”

The DOT wants to keep 
through traffic in the center 
lanes and reduce the tendency 
for drivers to switch back and 
forth with the service roads 
looking for less congestion, 
something the agency calls 
“road shopping.” Instead of 
using the slip lanes to transi-
tion between the main road-
way and the service road, 
drivers will be forced to stop, 
which will slow speeds and 
allow for safer bicycle and pe-
destrian crossings.

The safe streets advocacy 
group Transportation Alter-
natives had dozens of mem-
bers take part in the public 
workshop in January. 

“For years, Queens resi-
dents have asked for safety 
improvements on Queens 
Boulevard, and now Mayor de 
Blasio has listened and deliv-
ered,” Transportation Alter-
natives Executive Director 
Paul Steely White said. “His 
vision for Queens Boulevard, 
and the pace of this planned 
safety redesign, will set the 
tone for the transformation 
of dangerous streets across 
the five boroughs.”

Community Board 2 is ex-
pected to vote on the plan in 
June. The completion of the 
first phase is anticipated to 
be completed in August, ac-
cording to the DOT.

BY TOM MOMBERG

 New York City Mayor Bill 
de Blasio’s call for universal, 
full-day pre-kindergarten de-
mands 17,000 new seats city-
wide by fall, which is caus-
ing some head butting with 
Queens communities, where 
the greatest portion of new 
seats is needed.

 Roughly 60 percent of new 
seats will be at early education 
centers or private day care, 
with the other 40 percent in 
public schools. Several new 
pre-K sites are underway in 
Queens, and many day cares, 
charter schools, private 
schools and public schools are 
either establishing new pre-K 
programs or expanding cur-
rent ones.

 There are 85 pre-existing 
half-day or five-hour pre-K 
programs in Queens that are 
converting over 3,200 seats 
for full-day pre-K, according 
to the city Education Depart-
ment’s pre-kindergarten di-
rectory update.

 Some families raised con-
cerns over the elimination of 
too many half-day pre-K pro-
grams, because stay-at-home 
parents may not get to spend 
as much time with their chil-
dren in their last year before 
kindergarten, but NYC DOE 
will still offer the flexibility.

 “Last year many families 
who originally wanted half-
day later changed their mind 
and enrolled their child in full-
day programs after seeing the 
high-quality sites near them,” 
said DOE Deputy Press Secre-
tary Harry Hartfield. “How-
ever, we seek to serve families 
across the city and will still of-
fer some half-day seats in the 
2015-16 school year.”

 The mayor’s office has cit-
ed studies in its push for “Uni-
versal Pre-K for All,” showing 
that students enrolled in full-
day pre-K are better prepared 
for kindergarten, and score 
better in math, language and 
reading.

 But to make room for so 
many new full-day seats, the 
city is reaching beyond just 
those new pre-K programs 
that apply. The DOE selected 
three public schools in Queens 
to house new pre-K programs: 
PS 58 School of Heroes in 
Maspeth; Winchester PS 18 
in Queens Village; and PS 100 
Glen Morris in South Ozone 
Park.

 The city has also planned 
temporary pre-kindergarten 
classes at five public schools in 
District 30, which covers Long 
Island City, Jackson Heights 
and Astoria as plans develop 
for a new stand-alone pre-K 
center to house those seats in 

later years. 
 The DOE has been reluc-

tant to describe these locations 
as “co-locations,” for which an 
approval process is required, 
because the pre-K classes 
don’t really change the use of 
the public school buildings.

 But some of the buildings 
might be giving up classroom 
or administrative space to be 
outfitted for the use of 4-year-
old kids. The state-mandated 
PEP process for instances 
when two or more schools 
share a building requires ap-
plicants to inform the district 
community about the plans, 
gather public input and to gain 
approval from the Panel for 
Educational Policy. It’s about a 
six-month process.

 District 30 CEC President 
Jeffrey Guyton said mayoral 
priorities have pushed the 
pre-K expansion on families 
without any community input, 
and he cited the bypassing of 
co-location requirements as a 
good example.

 “The administrations in 
these public schools may feel 
that there is a new adminis-
tration is coming in. It may 
work in some schools, but not 
in others. The city should have 
allowed the department to talk 
to communities to help deter-
mine these locations.”The Department of Transportation unveils its concept to dramatically 

redesign Queens Boulevard. Photo by Bill Parry

Roughly 3,200 half-day pre-kindergarten seats in Queens are being converted to full-day seats by fall in prep-
aration for Mayor de Blasio’s “Full-day Pre-K for All”

DOE pushes Pre-K
Seats put in Queens public schools without local input

DOT unveils redesign
for Queens Boulevard
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Forest Hills Child Care Center offers UPK and Wraparound all within a full-day program, following the New York 
State pre-kindergarten foundation for the Common Core. Reviewed highly by the Department of Education. 
Forest Hills Child Care Center is one of the community’s oldest and most trusted child care programs.

FOREST HILLS CHILD CARE CENTER
JCCANY.ORG/FHCCC

Small classes  AND INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION Small classes  AND INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION  Specialists in music, movement and science

essional, Bilingual  STAFF  (Russian, Hebrew, Spanish)  Professional, Bilingual  STAFF  

Nutritious  KOSHER BREAKFAST AND SNACKS

LARGE outdoor  AREA AND MATTED PLAYGROUND 

Enriched  EDUCATIONAL CURRICULUM   Jewish culture and traditions included

Spots still available  FOR 2 AND 3 YEAR OLDS   for summer and fall  

TIME TO ENROLL! 

FULL-DAY UPK 2015-2016

Flushing Hospital Medical 
Center celebrates 100 success-
ful robotic surgery cases since 
adding the da Vinci robot to its 
team late last year. Since its in-
ception surgeons have used ro-
botic technology in a wide va-
riety of procedures with great 
success. Surgery performed 
with the assistance of the da 
Vinci surgical system can of-
fer several benefits to patients 
such as shorter hospital stays, 
minimal scarring and less 
pain. For more information 
about robotic surgery at Flush-
ing Hospital call 718-670-3135.

Flushing Hospital’s da Vinci Robot 
Celebrates the Big 100!
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BY BILL PARRY
 
With hundreds of visitors 

from Greece in town for last 
Sunday’s annual Greek Inde-
pendence Day parade on Man-
hattan’s Fifth Avenue, Astoria 
held two special events on Sat-
urday. First a street co-nam-
ing for a longtime leader of 
the Eastern Orthodox Church 
followed by the unveiling of a 
new statue in Athens Square 
Park.

In conjunction with the 
commemoration of the 194th 
anniversary of Greek inde-
pendence from 400 years of 
Turkish-Ottoman control, As-
semblywoman Aravella Simo-
tas (D-Astoria) and state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria), 
the first Greek-American to 
hold elected office in New 
York, had the state Senate and 
Assembly adopt a resolution 
proclaiming March 2015 to be 
Greek History Month in New 
York.

Members of the Greek mili-
tary and government, and a 
dance troupe from Anatolia 

College in Thessaloikjoined 
hundreds of Astoria residents 

for the unveiling of a bronze 
statue of Sophocles, the final 
piece of the Athens Square 
Park project.

The seven-foot sculpture 
of the playwright, by neigh-
borhood artist Chris Vilardi, 
joins a bronze bust of Aristo-
tle, a sculpture of Socrates, a 
statue of Athena and the three 
fluted Doric columns that 
form the granite centerpiece 
of the park. Greece’s Presiden-
tial Guard made the trip from 
Athens and stood at attention 
in traditional military cos-
tumes in front of the columns 
as past and present commu-
nity leaders and elected offi-
cials praised Dennis Syntilas, 
the driving force behind the 
park’s creation, who died in 
January at the age of 85.

“It’s too bad Dennis couldn’t 
be here to see his dream come 
true,” Gianaris said. “He made 
so many sacrifices not just for 
this park but for the Greek 
community and all the immi-
grants who made their way 

here over the decades.”
The former Speaker of the 

City Council, Paul Vallone, 
Sr., who represented Astoria 
from 1974 to 2001, said he was 
the first to contribute to the 
fund-raising efforts for Athens 
Square. 

“Thirty-two years ago this 
was nothing but an empty 
space where kids were up to no 
good,” he said, “until Dennis 
had this dream.”

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
watched as a young man as 
Syntilas’ “grand vision” un-
folded. “His efforts to make 
Athens Square Park a real-
ity, navigating through all the 
government agencies along 
the way,  he wouldn’t give up 
and now it is an iconic part 
of the Astoria landscape,” he 
said. “I’m sure he was with us 
in spirit.”

Earlier Saturday, most of 
the throng at the park was part 
of a standing-room-only crowd 
that packed into St. Catherine 
and St. George Cathedral, the 
Eastern Orthodox Church at 
22-30 33rd St., to celebrate the 
life of Iakovos. As the leader of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of North and South Amer-
ica for 37 years, from 1959-
1996, he was a vocal supporter 
of the civil rights movement 
and marched with Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. and other 
leaders in Selma in 1965.

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
called the archbishop a “sym-
bol of courage and conviction” 
not just for the Greek-Orthodox 
faith but for all Americans. 

“At a time when many 
were silent, the archbishop 
marched against hatred and 
oppression,” Simotas said. “It 
is truly fitting that we honor 
him ahead on the 50th anni-
versary of the archbishop and 
Reverend King’s civil rights 
march on Selma.” 

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Astoria's Greek community unveils its new statue of Sophocles in Athens 
Square Park. Photo by Bill Parry

Astoria’s Greek community hosts special day
Street co-naming for archbishop, unveiling of new statue in Athens Park draw crowds

Continued on Page 50



12    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, APRIL 3-9, 2015 BT FT TL

ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Main: (718) 260-4545
Sales: (718) 260-4521
www.TimesLedger.com

EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Whenever critics of public 
schools argue against what they 
call “business as usual,” they trot 
out the same platitudes from the 
same playbook. One of them is 
that younger teachers with less 
experience are planted in poor 
neighborhoods and more senior 
veterans take root in more privi-
leged communities. Several im-
plications are at issue here. Let’s 
deal with just one of them for 
now.

Are the younger, less experi-
enced instructors necessarily in-
ferior? The same critics who con-
stantly harp about entrenched 
teachers who supposedly have 
lost their spark and burned out 
and endure just to fatten their 
pensions  now prefer these sup-
posed graybeards and hags to 
the spontaneous, idealism-driven 
“millennials” who currently clog 

the non-gentrified enclaves of the 
indigent.

A good teacher is a good 
teacher. When all else is equal, 
they grow professionally through 
trial and error, but all else is 
never equal. There are too many 
intangible and pivotal other fac-
tors.  There are many variables, 
such as the broad-spectrum at-
tribute of raw innate talent, that 
count far more than time logged 
in service.

A prodigy 25 years old out-
classes a drone of 50. And Lord 
knows there are many prodigies 
in East New York. They are hap-
py and their students learn.

If the critics are correct about 
the link between teacher place-
ment by age and experience and 
access to educational justice, 
then they’d be in the awkward 
position of explaining away their 

own inconsistency.
For example, why do most of 

them favor giving principals total 
hiring and firing power over all 
their teachers, while not mind-
ing or even preferring that the 
new breed of principals on whom 
they would confer this authority 
are as young and inexperienced 
as the rookie teachers in the dis-
advantaged areas?  Many of these 
principals are skimpily trained 
and are driven by an anti-seniori-
ty indoctrination.

What is it that these critics 
truly value?

It’s not that they’re out for 
“fresh blood.” 

It’s that they’re just out for 
blood.

Ron Isaac
Bayside
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Budgets are made from broken promises, politi-
cal compromises and glaring omissions.  

The state’s fiscal 2016 version is no exception.
For the fifth year in a row Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

tried to cajole, the Legislature into agreeing on an 
on-time budget by April 1, but fierce debate over 
education reforms carried the haggling into the wee 
hours past the midnight deadline.

 Lost in the process this year were several pro-
posals dear to the heart of Queens: the Dream Act 
to help undocumented immigrants fund their educa-
tion, an increase in the minimum wage and a brake 
on galloping property taxes.

 The governor faced insurmountable resistance 
to the Dream Act and a hike in the minimum wage 
from the state Republicans.  His proposal to offer a 
tax credit to offset the steady rise in property taxes 
was pulled from the budget in the horse trading that 
went on in Albany.

  State Sen. Jose Peralta, a Jackson Heights Demo-
crat, has championed the Dream Act with the strong 
support of other Queens lawmakers who represent 
the nation’s most ethnically diverse borough.  The 
failure of the act to make it into the budget was greet-
ed with deep disappointment across Queens and in 
City Hall.

  Another bitter pill for the borough was the omis-
sion of the minimum wage from the spending plan.  
On the table was a hike Cuomo had proposed to 
$11.50 an hour for New York City from the current 
level of $8.75, but it was crushed by the Republican-
controlled Senate.

. Mayor Bill de Blasio has been a staunch propo-
nent of raising the minimum wage as a way to nar-
row the income inequality gap in the city.

  On the win side, iCuomo pulled out a deal n the 
final stretch on teacher evaluations and tenure to be 
granted after four years of effective ratings.  Strug-
gling schools will be given one or two years to im-
prove.

  The governor also managed to shoe horn a 
watered-down version of his ethics reform into the 
$142 billion budget.  But in the long shadow cast by 
indicted Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver and other 
Albany corruption scandals, it looked pretty flimsy.

 State lawmakers will have to be more transpar-
ent about outside income, identify their clients and 
keep records to verify their travel expenses.

 And then there is the curious case of the yacht 
tax, which caps the sales tax on any boat - however 
grand - at $230,000.

 Lift the ceiling to $1 million and think of the 
trickle down possibilities.

BROKEN BUDGET

Faulty logic applied to teaching

The hose doesn’t put 
itself back, pal. One 
of the more tedious 
parts of fire fighting 
is folding up the hos-
es and putting them 
back on the truck 
when the job is done. 
Here’s what the buck-
et brigade looked like 
after a two-alarm fire 
on Seabury Street 
in Elmhurst. 

Photo by Michael Shain

TEAM 
EFFORT
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READERS WRITE

S
ince 9/11, the number 
of bias attacks against 
people perceived to be 
Muslim or Arab has 

increased dramatically, the 
worst of which being the 2012 
Oak Creek Massacre in Michi-
gan, where a white suprema-
cist opened fire at a Sikh 
temple, killing six.  Recently, 
the shooting of three Muslim 
students in Chapel Hill, N.C., 
allegedly over a  minor dis-
pute, deepened fears that Mus-
lims and those appearing to 
be Muslim could be targets of 
hate groups, the deranged and 
other domestic terrorists.

Last year’s road rage inci-
dent in Richmond Hill deep-
ened suspicions of Queens’ 
Sikh community that law en-
forcement did not share a com-

mitment to investigate bias 
attacks. 

Hate crimes as a legal con-
cept was enshrined in the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which 
designated six federally pro-
tected activities – “attending 
school, patronizing a public 
place/facility, applying for 
employment, acting as a juror 
in a state court or voting” and 
federal prosecution for any 
individual disrupting those 
activities based on race, color 
or national origin.

Since 1990, the Hate Crime 
Statistics Act has authorized 
the Department of Justice 
and Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation to track hate crimes 
through the Unified Crime Re-
porting Program.  Since 1992, 
the UCR publishes its findings 
in yearly reports.  A modifica-
tion to the law, the 2009 Mat-
thew Shepard Act, adds pro-
visions for tracking of crimes 
based on gender, sexual orien-
tation, gender identity, or dis-
ability as well as removing the 
mandate that the victim had 
to be engaged in one of the six 

“protected activities”. 
According to  2013 statis-

tics, African Americans were 
victims of 66.5 percent of the 
3,565 racially motivated hate 
crimes in that year, while 60.3 
percent of anti-religious hate 
crimes were motivated by 
anti-Jewish bias, followed by 
13.7 percent motivated by anti-
Islamic bias.  Overall, 49.3 per-
cent of reported hate crimes 
were motivated by bias against 
race, 20 percent due to sexual 
orientation and 16.9 percent 
due to religion.   Hindus and 
Sikhs were likely recorded in 
the broad “other” category, 
which comprised 11.2 percent 
of the total, larger than the 
percentage of reported crimes 
against Catholics and Protes-
tants.

The Sikh religion and peo-
ple originated in India and 
follow a creed inspired by the 
teachings of the 15th century 
scholar, Guru Nanak.  Sikhs 
especially are targets for bias 
attacks, as they wear turbans 
and have long beards.  This re-
semblance to televised images 

of religious fanatics located 
half a world away caused a 
spike in post-9/11 attacks, in-
cluding the shooting of Balbir 
Singh Sodhi, a Sikh gas station 
owner on Sept. 15, 2001. The 
perpetrator expressed a desire 
to “shoot some towel heads” 
and drove around Mesa, Ariz., 
shooting at various homes and 
establishments owned by per-
sons that appeared “Middle 
Eastern.”

Support for reforming the 
way the FBI and DOJ tracks 
hate crimes began to build 
in the wake of the Oak Creek 
shootings and in March 2013, 
over a hundred congressional 
representatives sent a letter 
to the FBI Advisory Policy 
Board, urging updates to 
the incident report form and 
record collection to include 
these groups.  U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (D-N.Y.) cited both the 
shooting and the subway shov-
ing death of Queens resident, 
Sunando Sen as examples of 
violence that targets Hindus, 
Arabs and Sikhs. Support also 
came from community and ad-

vocacy groups, including the 
American Jewish Committee 
and Anti-Defamation League. 

In June 2013, the Criminal 
Justice Information Services 
\ Advisory Board approved 
the “motion to modify” the 
Hate Crime Data Collection 
Guidelines and Training Man-
ual to an Appendix addressing 
“anti-Arab, anti-Hindu, anti-
Muslim, and anti-Sikh hate 
crimes.”   The UCR Program 
worked with members of the 
Arab, Muslim and Sikh com-
munities to include guidance 
on investigating the incident 
and approaching members of 
the community.  Case stud-
ies in the manual also dem-
onstrate scenarios involving 
Sikh individuals.  It is the 
hope of reformers that these 
guidelines and resources will 
assist local law enforcement 
in better investigating and 
engaging communities where 
bias attacks occur.

With the start of the new 
season, sunny skies are ahead 
of us. Spring is all about re-
newal and regrowth. We 
should start spring by renew-
ing our commitment to solar 
energy and growing the in-
dustry here in New York. Our 
solar industry added 2,100 jobs 
in New York in 2014, according 
to the Solar Foundation’s new 

solar jobs census. Nationwide, 
solar jobs grew by over 20 per-
cent for the second year in a 
row, now totaling over 170,000 
jobs. 

The annual solar jobs cen-
sus demonstrates that not only 
is solar good for New York’s 
environment – for reducing air 
pollution and tackling global 
warming – it’s also a major 

economic driver. 
Smart, forward-thinking 

policies have done much to 
pave the way for the solar in-
dustry’s expansion – and we 
have vastly more room for 
growth.  In fact, New York 
has the technical potential to 
generate 11 times the amount 
of electricity consumed in an 
average year from solar power 

alone.
With a large and well-

trained workforce prepared to 
advance solar energy in New 
York, all we need is for our 
policymakers to lead in order 
to take solar to the next level.  
To reap the full economic, pub-
lic health, and environmental 
benefits of solar, I urge Gov. 
Cuomo to set a goal of generat-

ing 20 percent of New York’s 
electricity from solar by 2025.

Heather Leibowitz
Director

Environment New York
Albany

\ Gov. Cuomo and the state 
legislature have agreed on 
a budget for fiscal year 2016. 
Thanks to your support, over-
all funding to libraries across 
New York state has increased.

 In Queens, we can expect 
to see general library state aid 
increased by approximately 
$344,000 to $6.4 million. These 
are funds that we use for gen-
eral operating expenses.

 The state has slightly de-
creased funds available for 
Adult Literacy and Education 
Aid. We will receive approxi-

mately $12,000 less than in 
past years. However, there are 
funds available for competi-
tive grants for literacy and we 
will be applying for those op-
portunities.

 There is $500 million avail-
able statewide for broadband 
initiatives. In the past, these 
funds have been instrumen-
tal in helping us further our 
technology goals, including 
the Google Tablet lending 
program and its proprietary 
interface. We will be research-
ing how our customers can 

benefit from these funds.
 Construction aid to li-

braries will remain level. In 
Queens, we receive approxi-
mately $1.2 million.

 The state has exempted li-
braries from paying the MTA 
payroll tax. The state has tra-
ditionally refunded the taxes 
paid, so there is no net finan-
cial gain, but it will save time 
and paperwork.

 We are very appreciative 
that our state legislators rec-
ognize the value of public li-
braries.

 It is important to note that 
New York states funds only 6 
percent of Queens Library’s 
annual budget. More than 85 
percent of funds come from 
the city of New York. Along 
with our colleagues at New 
York Public Library, Brook-
lyn Public Library and DC37, 
we are asking for a restora-
tion in funding of $65 million 
citywide to provide additional 
hours of service and more pro-
grams and library materials, 
we need every library in every 
neighborhood open at least six 

days a week. If more library 
service is a priority for you, 
please go to www.investinli-
braries.org or speakup.queen-
slibrary.org to tell your city 
elected officials to invest in 
your library.

 Thank you for your sup-
port! It could not have hap-
pened without you!

 
Bridget Quinn-Carey

Interim President and CEO
Queens Library System

New solar jobs continue to grow across all New York state

Queens Library gets fair shake in budget

Attacks on Muslims, Sikhs continue to rise

New Voices
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H
illary Clinton may well 
be the nominee of the 
Democratic Party for 
the U.S. presidency if 

she can weather the contro-
versy involving the e-mails 
she sent out when she was sec-
retary of state.

However, she will not be the 
first woman candidate who 
was nominated from the floor 
of a major party convention. 
That honor goes to former U.S. 
Sen. Margaret Chase Smith 
of Maine at the Republican 

National Convention in 1964, 
which was held in San Fran-
cisco. While being nominated 
she had several speeches given 
for her. Smith also had a group 
of supporters demonstrating 
on her behalf.

1964 was also the year for 
U.S. Sen. Barry Goldwater 
of Arizona. He would be the 
nominee of the GOP party and 
Smith would drop her candi-
dacy. Smith’s reason for do-
ing these things was that she 
wanted to be the first woman 
candidate for president nomi-
nated at a major party conven-
tion. Goldwater would go into 
the campaign against Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson in the 
fall and lose badly.

As for the present, there 
was some talk of U.S. Sen. Eliz-
abeth Warren of Massachu-

setts running against Clinton 
in the Democratic primaries. 
That possibility now seems 
remote.

When we look at the recent 
past, we have had two women 
Democratic vice presidential 
candidates. In 1984 former 
Vice President Walter Mon-
dale chose Congresswoman 
Geraldine Ferraro of Queens 
as his vice presidential run-
ning mate. Their ticket ran un-
successfully that year against 
President Ronald Reagan and 
Vice President George Bush 
Sr.

More recently in 2008, U.S. 
Sen. John McCain, an Arizona 
Republican, chose Governor 
Sarah Palin of Alaska as his 
running mate, against Barack 
Obama and Joseph Biden. In 
this case Obama and Biden 

won by a decisive margin.
More women candidates 

are running for public office 
including U.S. Senate, gover-
norships and mayors. It seems 
to be only a question of time 
before a woman can gain the 
U.S. presidency. For the time 
being, it will be interesting to 
see how the 2016 presidential 
race turns out.

Great Britain and Israel 
have both had women prime 
ministers, Margaret Thatcher 
in Britain and Golda Meir in 
Israel. Germany today has a 
woman chancellor, Angela 
Merkel.

In the race for the Repub-
lican presidential nomination 
are U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz of Tex-
as and Wis. Gov. Scott Walker.  
Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush 
is another likely contender. 

But there seem to be a half 
dozen or more possible Repub-
licans showing an interest in 
entering the primaries. It will 
be a long hard fight in the Re-
publican Party as to who their 
presidential candidate will 
be. The final decision may be 
made at the convention itself.

A few weeks ago Clinton 
was favored to be the Demo-
cratic candidate for president 
in 2016, but the situation has 
changed.

In Queens County, former 
Congressman Robert Turner 
has become the new Repub-
lican County chairman. He 
intends to unite the Queens 
Republican Party and rebuild 
it for the future.

A 
retirement announce-
ment occurred in 
Washington with little 
fanfare last week that 

should have huge repercus-
sions throughout the world in 
2017.

New York’s senior senator, 
Chuck Schumer, a powerful 
legislative force, will head the 
Senate Democratic Party lead-
ership in less than two years 
when his “foxhole mate.” Sen. 
Harry Reid retires. If Hillary 
Clinton (or whoever becomes 
the Democratic presidential 
nominee in 2016) has long coat-
tails, Schumer is in a position 
to become the second most 
powerful person in our federal 
government.

This, of course, would be 
good for his home state, his 
home borough of Brooklyn, 
and, as my Holocaust-surviv-
ing parents, used to say “good 
for the Jews.” Having the top 
legislative leader in the top 
legislative body of the land has 
obvious benefi ts for the voters 

of New York, as Schumer will 
make sure that we get our fair 
share of the pie from the fed-
eral budget. 

It is America’s recently con-
troversial ally, Israel, which 
probably will benefi t the most 
from having Chuck in charge. 
Schumer is a staunch sup-
porter of Israel, even at times 
supporting Israel’s controver-
sial policies in Gaza. Schumer 
is, however, a pragmatist, and 
he will probably continue to 
stake out a centrist position 
which will hew somewhere 
between the liberal American 
Jewish ambivalence about the 
Netanyahu expansionist poli-
cies and the right wing view 
that Israel should not be criti-
cized by its strongest ally.

Schumer’s biography and 
steady rise to power is a fas-
cinating success story and an 
example of the importance of 
having strong mentors. Raised 
in Brooklyn, Schumer excelled 
at James Madison High School 
and worked part time with a 
teacher there who was starting 
a new test prep business, Stan-
ley Kaplan. On the merits of his 
high-school performance and 
perfect S.A.T. score, Schumer 
was admitted to Harvard and 
stayed on in Cambridge for 
Harvard Law School.

Returning to New York after 

law school, Schumer became 
the youngest person since 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt to 
be elected to the state’s legis-
lature and, after a half-decade 
stint in Albany, he ran for a va-
cant Brooklyn congressional 
seat and 
won. In 
the House, 
he per-
fected the 
art of the 
S u n d a y 
news con-
ference for 
maximum 
press at-
t e n t i o n . 
F o r m e r 
U.S. Sen. 
Bob Dole once famously said 
of his colleague: “The most 
dangerous place in America is 
between Chuck Schumer and a 
television camera.”

After more than a decade 
in the House, Schumer decided 
to take on incumbent Sen. Al-
fonse D’Amato in 1998. After 
a bruising primary against 
the late Geraldine Ferraro 
and erstwhile political candi-
date Mark Green, he defeated 
the beleaguered Republican 
from Long Island, helped by 
D’Amato’s impolitic criticism 
of Schumer as a “putz,” a de-
rogatory Yiddish phrase.

Schumer patiently waited 
his turn in New York’s large 
spotlight, fi rst playing junior 
senator to the legendary Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan, and then to 
former fi rst lady Hillary Clin-
ton. But Schumer wisely played 

the long 
game, get-
ting strong 
c o m m i t t e e 
assignments 
and eventu-
ally being 
awarded a 
le a d e r s h ip 
role in the 
Democratic 
Senate com-
mittee’s  pe-
rennial fi ght 

to gain a majority in the legis-
lature’s upper chamber.

Schumer also endeared 
himself to the Senate’s wily 
Democratic leader from Ne-
vada, Harry Reid. Although 
Reid has been vulnerable for 
the past half decade, Schumer 
did not try to stage a coup or 
encourage those who wanted 
to fi nd new leadership as Reid’s 
star faded.

All this shrewd maneuver-
ing and patience seems to have 
paid off because when Reid de-
cided to announce his 2017 re-
tirement last week, he tried to 
anoint Schumer his successor. 

Unless something odd happens 
over the next 21 months, the 
senator from Brooklyn should 
be the head of the Senate when 
the next president takes offi ce.

Schumer’s rise is good 
news for Congress and good 
for America. He is the kind of 
work-across-the-aisle leader 
that we haven’t seen enough of 
in the past two decades. In fact, 
he reminds many of the late 
“Old Lion” of the Senate, Ted 
Kennedy, who forged a great 
bipartisan relationship with 
conservative Utah Sen. Orrin 
Hatch which helped fuel some 
of the legislative victories of 
the late 20th century.

Sen. Chuck Schumer could 
easily be caricatured for his 
fondness for publicity, but he 
is an old-fashioned legislator 
who doesn’t forget where he is 
from (every year he visits all 
of New York state’s 62 coun-
ties) while also looking at the 
broader picture to see how he 
can help craft good domestic 
and foreign policy.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

COLUMNS

Several women have tried to reach for White House

Schumer as top Senate Dem would buoy city

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

William
Lewis

n

Schumer’s rise 
is good news for 

Congress and good 
for America.
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Receive a free estimate, please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service is only a phone call away.

A brilliant way to use natural light.

FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 25, 2015

SAVE $100*



16    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, APRIL 3-9, 2015 BT FT TL

A 
battle now rages for 
the hearts and minds 
of tens of thousands of 
students languishing 

in appallingly underperform-
ing city schools.  The United 
Federation of Teachers and 
Gov. Cuomo stand on oppo-
site ends of this battle and the 
stakes couldn’t be higher.   

In a game of brinksman-
ship, UFT boss Michael Mul-
grew remained unfazed by 
Cuomo’s call for teacher ac-
countability and  launched 
a citywide protest in each 
school to challenge the gov-
ernor. Cleverly manipulating 
many local PTAs and parents 
through emotional and spe-
cious arguments, the UFT 
uses them as pawns to conceal 
its true agenda:  job security 
for teachers.  Protecting those 
jobs will always be a union’s 
top priority.  Imputing any 
other motive to their actions 
is to deny reality.  Teachers, of 

course, care deeply about kids 
and learning, but to truly un-
derstand this battle, it’s essen-
tial to differentiate between 
teachers and their union. 

The tentacles of the union 
infiltrate every aspect of the 
school system.  Whether it’s 
the PTA, teacher/parent con-
ferences or local school board 
meetings, they set the agenda 
and control the message.  
Cuomo’s spokesman acknowl-
edged the difficulty of getting 
his message across:  “We un-
derstand that the unions con-
trol our education system and 
have great political clout…
that’s why our education sys-
tem has failed so many young 
people for so long...the gover-
nor stands with the students 
while the union and their cro-
nies would perpetuate failing 
schools.” 

   Harsh words coming from 
a Democratic governor elected 
with sizeable union support.

Mayor DeBlasio made a 
huge concession to the UFT 
In last year’s contract negotia-
tions.  Rather than allowing 
poorly performing teachers or 
those exercising questionable 
conduct to be permanently 
removed, he allowed the UFT 
to insert language making it 

virtually impossible to do just 
that.  Job protection “at any 
cost” comes with a steep price 
tag and seriously affected stu-
dents at an elementary school 
in Glen Oaks last week.  Let 
me explain.  

That school is PS 186, also 
known as Castlewood School, 
and gets high marks from 
teachers, parents, community 
activists and the Department 
of Education. Less than a year 
ago, James Rampulla Jr. was 
suspended without pay for the 
fall 2014 season from a nearby 
school, MS172, in Bellerose.   
This suspension was handed 
down after a weeklong trial at 
the DOE where Rampulla ad-
mitted to many of the charges 
and was found guilty of inap-
propriate behavior with a 

14-year-old male student, the 
New York Post reported.   The 
behavior included more than 
500 late night texts, telling the 
boy “I love you,”allowing him 
to drive his car, giving him 
cash and gifts, and allowing 
him to watch pornography in 
the teacher’s home.

Under the UFT-negotiated 
teacher-protection rules, Ram-
pulla could not be fired -- only 
suspended --because he was 
found guilty of “inappropriate 
conduct” instead of “sexual 
misconduct.” 

Fast-forward to last week 
when Glen Oaks Village 
resident and parent Craig 
Ahlemann discovered that 
Rampulla was working at the 
Castlewood School as a substi-
tute teacher.   Alarmed, Ahl-
emann, printed fliers disclos-
ing this and handed them to 
parents picking up their kids 
outside the school.      

Neither parents nor the 
PTA at Castlewood had been 
told that this teacher was 
working at the school.  The 
principal, who has been there 
for only one year, sent conflict-
ing messages to parents about 
her awareness of this situa-
tion only after it was outed by 
Ahlemann.   Principal Melissa 

Haidary now has a serious 
credibility and confidence is-
sue with the parents of the 
local community.  Even more 
disturbing is how a teacher 
like Rampulla can continue 
to work in our public schools.  
The answer is simple. Putting 
job protection “at any cost” 
above students has made it 
virtually impossible to fire 
this teacher. 

  Only after an explosive ar-
ticle in the New York Post was 
Rampulla removed from the 
school.  It is likely he will re-
main in the notorious “rubber 
room” alongside other mis-
creants who have engaged in 
inappropriate behavior while 
collecting full salary funded 
by the taxpayers. This is to-
day’s reality. 

 Cuomo is waging a daunt-
ing battle alongside parents 
like Ahlemann on behalf of 
our students. If we are to be-
lieve the polls, he is losing that 
battle.

Bob Friedrich is president 
of Glen Oaks Village co-op and 
a civic leader

Y
ears ago  I heard (or 
read) that an expert in 
memory believed that 
after seven years or 

so we don’t really remember 
something.  We remember re-
membering it. 

My memory was jolted not 
long ago when I read stories 
about fig trees in Brooklyn 
and the good news about Buick 
cars selling very well again. 

At some point in my eve-
ning session education at 
CCNY, I arrived very early for 

classes and decided to sit in 
the library for awhile.  I took 
out a blank pad and began to 
write down things that I be-
lieved I could remember up to 
the age of 6, when we left the 
Lower East Side for Borough 
Park.  Eventually, although 
not that night, I came up with 
about 25 items.

One that I have remem-
bered all my life is being giv-
en a balloon and how happy I 
was as I toddled along with it 
down Rivington Street.  But, I 
let the string go at some point 
and the balloon sailed away.  I 
was not happy.  That night, as 
I was in the bathtub, with my 
mother bathing me, there was 
a thunderstorm and I was wor-
ried about what had happened 
to that balloon.  Shades of in-
finity? 

Memories can come from 

an elegant pastry, as it did for 
Marcel Proust.  I must admit 
that I found him boring and 
never went beyond the first of 
his multi-work of memory — 
which I had to do in college. 
But he was right about how 
memories spring up. 

In Borough Park, then 
a heavily Italian-American 
neighborhood, the fig tree was 
everywhere.  Beautiful and 
bountiful.  I remember the 
heavy wrappings for the win-
ter.  The trees survived, thanks 
to loving care, year after year.  
So did many grapevines.

Now, it seems, many Brook-
lynites are suffering fig dam-
age from our winters of dis-
content.  I hope their trees will 
survive.  To me, those trees 
and the grape vines seem-
ingly everywhere conjure up 
a happy childhood.  I wonder 

if there are many in borough 
park these days? That commu-
nity was not mentioned in the 
article I read.  Perhaps those 
fig trees and grapevines are 
all gone. If so, that is a great 
pity. I wonder if any such trees 
and vines are left in a commu-
nity with “park” in its name. 

Part of that childhood in 
Borough Park was playing 
stickball.  Not everyone had a 
car in those days, so we could 
play uninterrupted for some 
time.  Even this athletic klutz 
enjoyed it and did not do bad-
ly. 

In those days, it seems to 
me, all doctors (they made 
house calls, imagine!) drove 
Buicks.  When we lived in 
Elmhurst, on very warm, lazy 
summer afternoons, I would 
sit on our small porch and 
watch the cars go by on 57th 

Avenue.  Still not too many, 
but enough.  I became some-
thing of an expert about being 
able to tell what kind of car, in-
cluding the year, was going by.  
There were many models then.  
It made a small mind stay ac-
tive in the heat. 

And, yes, the doctors — it 
seemed — drove Buicks. 

It is more than seven 
years ago, but the balloon, 
the fig trees and Buicks re-
main a memory or a memory 
of a memory.  It is something 
Proust and I have in common. 

But so does the whole world, 
no?

Happy spring and happy 
memories.

 
Je suis Charlie

COLUMNS

Remembering things past here in old New York City

Cuomo vs. UFT in teacher accountability standoff
Bob 

Friedrich
n

On Point

Kenneth 
Kowald 

n

Job protection 
‘at any cost’

 comes with a 
steep price tag. 



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 3–9, 2015 17  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about Pre-K for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow

Children born in 2011 are eligible to apply
for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K.

Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877
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54 YEAR ANNIVERSARY SALE
OVER 250,000 HOMEOWNERS CAN’T BE WRONG!
QUALITY. VALUE. VARIETY. SERVICE.

Privacy PVC

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk

Cedar PVC

FREE 
“AT HOME”
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NEW PROJECTS†

EARLY
INSTALLATION

AVAILABLE
Custom Wood

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The Western Suffolk Area  (631) 760-9791
Serving The New Hyde Park Area  (516) 488-8200

ALL STORES CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY
New Hyde Park

Relocated to Jericho
2 Miles East of 

Glen Cove Road
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BY MADINA TOURE

A commercial building in Whites-
tone has been sold, real estate services 
firm Cushman & Wakefield announced 
last week. 

VSK LLC, a medical business owner 
that formerly operated on the site, sold 
the Whitestone building, located at 
150-42 12th Ave., in an all-cash transac-
tion valued at $1,475,000 to Masterpiece 
Companies, a construction company. 

The property has a roughly 
4,500-square-foot commercial building 
with a parking lot in the rear, which 
holds up to 14 vehicles. 

“This owner-user property allows 
the buyer to use the existing space and 
as his business grows, eventually add-
on square footage with the additional 
available development rights afforded 
by zoning in this area,” said Stephen R. 
Preuss, director of sales for Cushman 
& Wakefield’s Queens office. 

The property, which is close to 
major thoroughfares including the 
Whitestone Expressway and the Cross 
Island Parkway, was delivered vacant 
and can be renovated or developed for 
various purposes, according to the 
firm. 

The property can hold up to about 
10,000 buildable square feet. The sale 
price is around $328 per square foot or 
$148 per buildable square foot.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

BY BILL PARRY

When Mayor de Blasio wanted to in-
troduce New Yorkers to Digital.NYC, a 
first-of-its-kind comprehensive online 
hub for the city’s tech ecosystem, he 
sent his tech officials and leaders on 
a five-borough tour to help turn ideas 
into businesses, aid digital startups, 
and connect New Yorkers to opportu-
nities and jobs in the city’s tech ecosys-
tem. When it came time for the group 
to visit Queens March 25, the choice of 
venue was an easy one.

They went to the Long Island City 
headquarters of Coalition for Queens, 
the non-profit team that fosters the 
borough’s tech innovation and entre-
prenuership. 

“C4Q is doing amazing work in get-
ting this community involved in tech-
nology,” Digital.NYC Marketing Direc-
tor Justin Cina said. “Jukay and his 
team have created some remarkable 
programs here.”

Cina was referring to C4Q founder 
Jukay Hsu, who is also a member of 
the Mayor’s Jobs for New Yorkers Task 
Force, and the program is Access Code 
1.0, which teaches iOS mobile devel-
opment. Participants in the coding 
course raise their income from $26,000 

a year to $73,000 a year by gaining new 
tech jobs.

The tech world has noticed the suc-
cess at C4Q. Just last week Google, 
Reddit, Verizon and several other com-
panies invested a $1.75 million grant 
allowing C4Q to expand Access Code 
and its existing entrepreneurship and 
urban planning initiatives.

A standing room only crowd of 
nearly 300 attended the Digital.NYC at 
the Falchi Building’s ground floor of-
fices of C4Q. 

“The crowd was more than we ex-
pected,” Cina said. “They seemed more 
technically focused than the crowds 
we’ve had in the other boroughs. They 
were eager to learn and discover what 
they can do to improve their skills, 
businesses and products.”

The event was just another way for 
C4Q to carry out its mission to “foster” 
the Queens tech ecosystem. “It was 
great to host and support Digital.NYC,” 
Hsu said. “The Queens tech communi-
ty is growing, and we’re excited to in-
crease exposure for tech opportunities 
in New York.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

A commercial building in Whitestone has 
been sold to a construction company. 

Google Earth

Digital.NYC visits C4Q

Whitestone site sold 
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Urinary Incontinence: 
It Doesn’t Have to Rule Your Life

Bladder or urinary incontinence (UI), also known as 
a loss of bladder control, can have symptoms ranging 
from mild leaking to uncontrollable wetting. There are 
several types of UI, including:
•  Urge incontinence — The inability to hold urine   
 long enough to reach a restroom. It is often found in  
 people who have conditions such as diabetes, stroke,  
 dementia, Parkinson’s disease and multiple sclerosis,  
 but may be an indication of other diseases or   
 conditions that would also warrant medical attention.
•   Stress incontinence — Leakage of urine during  
 exercise, coughing, sneezing, laughing, lifting heavy  
 objects or other body movements that put pressure  
 on the bladder. This is the most common type of   
 incontinence in younger women.
•  Functional incontinence — Leakage due to a  
 difficulty reaching a restroom in time because of   
 physical conditions such as arthritis.
•   Overflow incontinence — Leakage that occurs when  
 the quantity of urine produced exceeds the bladder’s  
 capacity to hold it.

What you need to know about UI:
•  200 million people are affected by UI worldwide. 
•  1 in 3 Americans age 30 to 70 have experienced  
 bladder control loss, and may be living with symptoms. 
•   2 in 3 people with UI do not use any treatments to  
 manage their condition. 
•   According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC),  
 51 percent of people aged 65 and older living at home  
 reported bladder and/or bowel incontinence.

While one-third of American adults think that UI  
is a normal part of aging that they have to accept,  
incontinence can be improved or completely cured 
with proper evaluation and treatment. The Smith 
Institute for Urology has resources for men and  
women who want to discuss these symptoms and 
treatment options with a physician. Our urologists 
and urogynecologists are at the national forefront  
for many non-invasive, state-of-the-art procedures  
to correct incontinence.

Urinary incontinence (UI) is a very common condition, but many people have trouble discussing it with their doctor 
because of embarrassment, a lack of knowledge about treatment options and the misconception that it is a “normal” 
part of aging. Farzeen Firoozi, MD, a urologist specializing in Female Pelvic Medicine and Reconstructive Surgery 
at the Arthur Smith Institute for Urology, part of North Shore-LIJ Health System, discusses what you need to know 
about this condition. 

If you or a loved one has symptoms of urinary incontinence, call (516) 734-8500 today to make an 
appointment with one of our urologists. For more information, visit NorthShoreLIJ.com/Smith.

Best Wishes to all our 
friends and neighbors 

for a Happy and Healthy
Passover & Easter Image is a model portraying an actual member of the World Trade Center Health Program.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Chris Mullin is here to 
coach St. John’s back to its 
past glory days.

“I really want to get this 
program back to those days 
and have it consistent” he 
said. 

That was the former St. 
John’s University great’s 
mindset as he was introduced 
as the 20th men’s basketball 
coach in school history dur-
ing a news conference at Car-
nesecca Arena Wednesday 
where many former players 
returned to welcome him. He 
hit all the right notes for a fan 
base, alumni group and uni-
versity hungry for the next 
level of success. 

Mullin said his team will be 
the fittest in the country, play 
their butts off and be some-
thing everyone can be proud 
of. He stressed the important 
of player and skill develop-
ment and returning St. John’s 
to its former place as the top 
destination for New York City 
recruits. You will see him in 
gyms throughout the city be-
cause he played in all of them.

“It’s really important that 
we dominate New York,” Mull-
in said. “If there is a very good 
player in New York City, he 
needs to come to St. John’s.”

Mullin has no previous 
coaching experience, but 
takes the job having spent the 
majority of his life around 
basketball. Mullin has nearly 
a decade of NBA front office 
experience. He served five 
years as the Golden State War-
riors’ executive vice president 
of Basketball Operations and 
spent the last two seasons as 
a senior adviser for the Sac-
ramento Kings organization. 
Mullin played under Lou Car-
nesecca, Bobby Knight, Chuck 
Daly, Don Nelson and Larry 
Bird.  

“I always thought Chris 
would make a great coach,” 
former St. John’s teammates 
Walter Berry said. “He’s been 
a gym rat for so long. He’s put 
all his tools together as a play-
er, as a general manager.” 

The Flatbush, Brooklyn 
native is the most decorated 
player in program history and 
its leading scorer with 2,440 
career points. Mullin was 

named Big East Player of the 
Year a record three times. In 
1985 he was the national play-
er of the year, led the Johnnies 
to a No. 1 ranking national 
and the NCAA Final Four in 
1985. He played 16-years in the 
NBA and was a five-time All-

Star. Mullin won two Olympic 
gold medals, including with 
the 1992 Dream Team. He is 
a member of the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame and National Collegiate 
Basketball Hall of Fame. He 
said this is the right time to 
try this hand at coaching and 
had the desire to help his for-
mer home. 

 “I looked at it as a obliga-
tion first and foremost,” Mul-
lin said. 

“My desire to do it was 
there. My resume as a player 
is separate from my resume 
coaching. That is starting 
now. I don’t think one will tar-
nish the other.”

Mullin takes over the Red 
Storm after five mostly suc-
cessful seasons under Steve 
Lavin, who mutually parted 
ways with the university on 
March 27. St. John’s made the 
NCAA Tournament twice dur-
ing that time, including last 
season’s 21-12 campaign. The 
Red Storm struggled under 
Lavin in March, posting a 6-13 
record in the month and 2-9 in 
the post season.

The hiring of Matt Abdel-

massih as an assistant coach 
away from Iowa State is the 
first step by Mullin to reload-
ing the Johnnies roster that 
lost five seniors and reconnect-
ing with the New York City 
basketball community. Abdel-
massih is a St. John’s alum. He 
was a manager under Norm 
Roberts and helped Fred Hoi-
berg revive Iowa State. 

Abdelmassih was the Cy-
clones’ lead recruiter on top-
ten forward Cheick Diallo of 
Our Savior New American, 
who was already a St. John’s 
target. Mullin has already met 
with junior center Chris Obek-
pa, who considered transfer-
ring from St. John’s before last 
season, but has yet to talk with 
sophomore guard Rysheed 
Jordan, who could opt for the 
NBA draft.

 Those tasks are for the 
days to come. Today the St. 
John’s community rejoiced in 
the return of Mullin.

“This is really a glorious 
day,” Carnesecca told  an en-
ergetic crowd. ‘I can’t tell you 
how lively you are, but I think 
everybody on the Easy Coast 
feels the same way”

Legendary St. John's star Chris 
Mullins, with his mentor Lou 
Carnesecca, met the media on his 
first day as the new basketball 
coach.   Photo by Michael Shain 

Chris Mullin tapped as St. John’s coach

Save on discount rail and show packages with LIRR and Metro-North at mta.info
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com

RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.For security purposes, no backpacks allowed, random security and bag checks. 

Buy Tickets Online or At The Door
Tickets are just $16, children $7

JAVITS CENTER  |   AUTOSHOWNY.COM

APRIL 3 THROUGH APRIL 12
MON-SAT 10AM-10PM   SUN 10AM-7PM

Valid only with cash purchase. Present this coupon at ticket box 
office. Not valid toward admission for children. One coupon per 
person. Not to be combined with any other discount offer.

VALID MONDAY-FRIDAY ONLY!  April 6-10

PRICE OF 
ADMISSION
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

P.O. Rosa Rodriguez and P.O. James Li are two of the finest examples of the newest generation of 
New York City police officers. Both sacrificed their health to protect their fellow New Yorkers. But if they can’t 

return to work, their disability benefits will be substantially less than those of their more senior colleagues. 

For some recently hired police officers, 
those benefits amount to less than $27 a day.

Photo by Brigitte Stelzer.
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District Offi ces:

Wishing you 
a Joyous, 

Blessed Easter 
and a Happy 

Passover.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator
District 15
Ranking Member of NYS 
Senate Committee for Veterans, 
Homeland Security, and 
Military Affairs

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414
(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

Long Island University is Pleased to Announce and
Congratulate the 2014 George Polk Award Winners

polkawards.org

International Reporting
Rukmini Callimachi
Ransom for Hostages
The New York Times

Foreign Reporting
Rania Abouzeid

“The Jihad Next Door”
PoliticoMagazine

Health Reporting
Adam Nossiter, Norimitsu
Onishi, Ben Solomon,
Sheri Fink, Helene Cooper  
and Daniel Berehulak
Ebola in West Africa
The New York Times

National Reporting
Carol Leonnig
Secret Service Scandal
The Washington Post

Local Reporting
Tim Novak, Chris Fusco  
and Carol Marin

“Who Killed David Koschman?”
Chicago Sun-Times

Business Reporting
International Consortium of 
Investigative
Journalists
Tax Havens in China and Europe
The Center for Public Integrity

Environmental Reporting
Staff
Oso Mudslide
The Seattle Times

Justice Reporting
Julie K. Brown
Florida Prison Deaths
Miami Herald

Michael Schwirtz and
Michael Winerip
Rikers Island Expose
The New York Times

Magazine Reporting
James Verini

“Should the United Nations  
Wage War to Keep Peace?”
National Geographic

Military Reporting
Dennis Wagner
VA Hospital Scandal
The Arizona Republic

State Reporting
Doug Pardue, Glenn Smith,  
Jennifer Berry Hawes and  
Natalie Caula Hauff

“Till Death Do Us Part”
The Post and Courier
(South Carolina)

Television Reporting
Marisa Venegas, John Carlos Frey, 
and Solly Granatstein

“Muriendo por Cruzar”
(“The Real Death Valley”)
Telemundo, The Weather  
Channel, Efran Films and  
The Investigative Fund
(Melvin McCray)

Commentary
Ta-Nehisi Coates

“The Case for Reparations”
The Atlantic

Career Award
Garry Trudeau

Long Island University

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A consumer protec-
tion information panel 
was brought together for 
residents at the Allen Se-
nior Community Center 
in Jamaica last week. 

State Sen. Leroy Com-
rie (D-Hollis) was the 
main sponsor of the event 
along with co-sponsors 
Assembly members Bar-
bara Clark (D-Queens 
Village) and Vivian Cook 
(D-Jamaica) and City 
Councilman Daneek 
Miller (D-St.Albans). 

“You don’t need to 
talk to anyone who you 
are not prepared to 
speak with and just hang 
up on people - that is the 
message here, loud and 
clear,” Comrie said.

The panel included 
James Dees from the city 
Department of State Divi-
sion of Consumer Protec-
tion, Esther Louis from 
the city Department of 
Consumer Affairs, and 
Christopher Newton 
from Queens Legal Ser-
vices. 

The topics covered 
scams, identity theft 
prevention, free tax prep 
centers and small busi-
ness relief as well as ho-
meowner and consumer 
rights. 

“One of the biggest 
problems is that people 
are embarrassed. It is 
the worst thing you can 
do,” said Newton, staff 
attorney with Queens Le-
gal Services on Sutphin 
Boulevard in Jamaica. 

Queens Legal Ser-
vices specialize in fam-
ily, housing, benefits, 
consumer and education 
law. In addition, it also 
has special projects that 
address the needs of se-
niors, victims of domes-
tic violence, victims of 
predatory lending prac-
tices, immigrants and 
people with HIV.

Newton warned se-

niors that being in debt 
or not being able to make 
payments is a small prob-
lem that can be easily ad-
dressed, but if it not tack-
led then it can become a 
much bigger problem.  

“We have an office of 
financial empowerment 
where we offer over 200 
free tax prep centers, free 
bank account programs, 
free debt consolidation 
services, and we partner 
with nonprofit agencies 
to provide some of these 
services,” said Louis, 
regional field director 
for Consumer Affairs. 
Louis also warned about 
scams, such as people 
posing as Con Edison or 
National Grid personnel 
and then robbing homes, 
and green dot phone 
calls, where a person 
will pose as an IRS agent 
on the phone and ask for 
a tax debt to be paid over 
the phone. 

“That is how they 
get you. They know just 
enough to catch you off 
guard,” said Dees, out-
reach coordinator for 
the Consumer Protec-
tion Boards, who also 
mentioned that there 
are an estimated 10 mil-
lion identity theft vic-
tims a year in the United 
States.  

Some of the seniors 
later met and spoke with 
each of the panelists for 
advice on some of the is-
sues or concerns related 
to consumer protection.

“One was a 800 num-
ber and another 646 
number.  They said that 
if I didn’t give the money 
for the IRS now, then the 
police would come for me 
and arrest me. I could 
not believe it,” said Igle 
Lovick, in her 70s, from 
Jamaica.  She saved the 
numbers of the people 
who called her and plans 
on making a complaint 
with the IRS. 

SE Queens warned
about identity theft

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

STEP-
I N T R O D U C I N G  N Y C B

CD

First Step

Second Step

Third Step

0.75% 1-8 
MONTHS

INTEREST RATE1

1.04% 9-16 
MONTHS

INTEREST RATE1

1.34% 17-24 
MONTHS

INTEREST RATE1

24 MONTH CD
1.04%

APY1

• Great rate! Interest rate automatically 
increases at 8 and 16 months

• Flexibility! Option to withdraw all or 
part of the funds at 8 and 16 months 
without penalty2 

• Low Minimum! Only $2,500 required 
to open and maintain the account

1Annual Percentage Yield (APY) above is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. 
The interest rate increases after each eight-month Interest Rate Time Period on the anniversary of the account opening. 
��������	�
��	���
��	�������	������������������	�
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for the full 24-month term. Fees could reduce earnings. The minimum balance to open and earn the above stated 
APY for the promotional CD is $2,500. In order to qualify for the above APY, the CD must be opened with new 
money not currently on deposit with the Bank. 
2A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals before maturity. The penalty will be waived if the  
�����	����� �
������������������	
��
�������!��������	���"
�����	�����
��	���������������������
Interest Rate Time Period.
Offer available through branches in the states of New York and New Jersey only.  
Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion of the bank at any time. The bank is not responsible for 
typographical errors.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545

imesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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It’s been a cold start to 
the warm season.

With temperatures still 
in the low 40s, opening 
weekend for the carousel in 
Flushing Meadow Park was 
pretty low key. No long lines 
for tickets. It was pretty 
much a pick-your-pony kind 
of day.

The toddlers’ amusement 
park around the merry-go-
round, now in its second 
year, is open too for busi-
ness. A mini-roller coaster, 
cars on a track (bottom 
right), a boardwalk-style 
basketball concession are 
among the new attractions. 

Mister Softee (left)  made 
his first appearance of the 
season with driver Michelle 
(she didn’t want to give her 
last name) asking kids what 
kind of cone she could cre-
ate for them. 

On the pond at the park’s 
south end (top right), the 
geese knew where, after 
a long, hard winter, 
dinner was coming 
from that night. 

Watch out, Paris.
The smartest, more talented 

designers working now are no 
longer from the traditional Eu-
ropean centers of fashion.

The Queens Museum was 
turned into a Sixth Avenue-
style runway to show the 
work of three Ecuadorian 

designers, part of a showcase 
of “Talent from the Andes,” 
sponsored by the Alianza Ecu-
atoriana Internacional.

The clothes show strong ele-
ments of Andean design, includ-
ing heavy embroidery on the 
lavender formal (far right, top) 
or the bold, striped pattern in 
the top (left). The lace top on the 
hot-rod red gown (near right) is 
a native touch too.

The designers (from l ro r), 
Natalia Rivera, Justo Santos 
and Leonor Torres, who all live 
and work in New York now, 
take a bow. 

ECUADOR 
IN STYLE

SPRING COMES OUT OF HIDING
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary, the family member 
is just as important as the patient.

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Nobody knows more than Calvary Hospital that caring for a loved 
one who is in the end-of-life stage is challenging – both physically 
and mentally. The stress can feel unbearable. It puts the entire 
family at risk for depression, anxiety disorders, physical sickness and 
disruptions in life – both at home and at work. Our experts clearly 
understand that this feeling of abandonment is just as significant 
as the physical pain. That’s why 90% of what we do at Calvary 
is caring for the family. In fact, we have an entire department 
specifically dedicated to caring for family members, with this year 
marking the 10th anniversary of our unique Family Care Center. 
It is all a part of our core value of “non-abandonment” – the 
commitment we make to our patients and their families every 
day. It’s one more reason why Calvary is Where Life Continues. 
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Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorcamps.com

718.758.7510

Aviator Sports and Events Center Learn more about Aviator’s
wide range of programming.

There is something for every child!

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

SummerSummer
DayCampCamp
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BY MADINA TOURE

Recently appointed Queens Repub-
lican Party chairman Bob Turner is 
working to rally his base in southeast 
Queens.

At a meeting hosted by Scherie 
Murray, state committeewoman for 
the 29th Assembly, at the American 
Legion Post 483 at 240-08 135th Ave. 
in Rosedale, more than 30 individuals 
spanning a variety of age groups and 
political affiliations discussed key is-
sues affecting them, including educa-
tion, property taxes, crime and job op-
portunities.

“There are African-American Re-
publicans in New York City, there just 
aren’t many of them and we’re trying 
to offer an alternative to the failed poli-
cies that the Democrats have had and 
we think that the people in southeast 
Queens have an interest with other Re-
publicans,” Turner said.

He said the party is focused on ad-
dressing specific issues and hearing 

what people have to say.
“My goal is to listen to what they 

have to say,” he said. “I believe we can 
expand the base of the party by being 
issue-oriented, figure out what are the 
big issues in each neighborhood which 
are all pretty much the same.”

Murray described the meeting as 
“healthy” and engaging, noting the 
discussion shedding light on the par-
ty’s history as an abolition movement 
and a figure in the anti-slavery move-
ment.

“I think he conveyed sincerity, ex-
pertise, a know-how and just the im-
portance of connecting,” Murray said. 
“I think it spoke in volumes that he 
came to this area where i can’t count 
how many years it’s been since a chair-
man of the county came to this area.”

Former Queens Borough President 
candidate Everly Brown, former sena-
torial candidate Bernadette Semple 
and Bart Haggerty, deputy chief clerk 
of the Queens Board of Elections, were 
also in attendance. 

SE Queens residents share 
thoughts on Queens GOP

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Advertise your Clinical Studies 
in New York’s largest group of 

community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

NYU School of Medicine

Have you experienced a traumatic 
event? Are you depressed and 

anxious? Are you experiencing 
fl ashbacks? Irritability?  

If so, you may be eligible to participate in a 
study that involves taking an investigational 

medication or placebo for one week. Th is study 
takes place at New York University School of 

Medicine over the course of fi ve visits. You must 
be between the ages of 18 and 60, medically 

healthy and currently not taking medications. 
You will be compensated for your time.  

For more information, please call 646-754-4831.

LIC robot team seeks
funds for US contest

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
The Robotigers Team 1796 from 

Queens Vocational and Technical High 
School in Long Island, which won the 
regional First Robotics Competition, 
is trying to raise funding to travel to 
the national robotics competition in St. 
Louis, Missouri. 

“The trip can costs from up to 
$25,000 to $30,00,” said Peter Beni-
nati, 24, Robotigers mentor and stu-
dent teacher. “When I was in the team 
as a student, there were six people. I 
know personally what this competi-
tion means for students. The amazing 
experience led me and other people to 
expand on the team.” 

The Robotigers Team 1796 has only 
raised $5,000 for the trip. The funds 
would include travel costs, meals, and 
hotel accommodations.  Team mem-
bers plan on traveling by bus because 
the air travel costs and shipping the 
robot safely would be too costly. 

There are 35 members of the team 
with sub-groups, including adminis-
tration, design, build, programming, 
marketing, development, and drivers’ 
team. The competition is April 21 and 
they would have to leave a day ahead 
because the travel time can be 20 hours 

by bus.  
“The most difficult was deciding 

on what we wanted our robot to do,” 
said Anthony Chauca, 16, about choos-
ing special features to make the robot 
stand out in the competition. Chauca 
is studying Cisco networking system 
at Queens Vocational and Technical 
High School. 

“I helped design and create the ro-
bot,” he said.  “I specialized in the el-
evator system with a bearing system 
that makes it move smoothly.” 

The Robotigers Team 1796 is a tight-
knit bunch.  Their interest in bring-
ing technology and creativity together 
binds them. Each member represents 
the bright green color of the team in 
his or her own distinct way: hair col-
or, team T-shirt, stuffed tigers, green 
poms-poms in the audience, team 
cheers and the handshake, a cross be-
tween the wave and a modified version 
of the ‘60s dance move known as the 
swim, before the start of each competi-
tion.

“The robotics team has really in-
spired me to pursue a career in me-
chanical engineering,” said Tia Singh, 
16, part of the build team. “We built the 
robot for four weeks and then we hand-
ed it over to the programming team.”
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Learn to Dance!

Ballroom, Latin and  

Nightclub Style

Over 40 Years of Teaching 

Singles, Couples, and Groups 

of All Ages and Levels

Special int�oductor� rates available!

Call to schedule your lesson today!  
(718) 478-5910

Mende Dance 

Studio
62-61 Woodhaven Boulevard,   

Rego Park NY 11374

www.mendedancest�dio.com

Gist Cer�ificates  
available for all occasions!
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NYC WORKS BETTER PAID SICK LEAVEwith

“Now I can be there for 
my sick dad, and my job 
will still be there for me.”

NYC’s Paid Sick Leave Law applies to most employees. Contact 311 or visit 

nyc.gov/PaidSickLeave for information or to file a complaint about an employer.

Join the #PaidSickLeave conversation 
on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, ABS, 
pm, Alloys, CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

E3502012 MERCEDES

$24,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, 6 cyl, alloys, 
p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#11628. 20k miles. 

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating 
condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 

exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT 
ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... 

COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

MAJOR SAYS
KEEP IT!

DON’T GIVE UP
YOUR TAX REFUND!

���������	�COROLLA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

$14,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2006 Jeep Commander, 104k  12357 $8,995
 2007 Nissan Pathfinder, 113k  9913 $9,495 
 2006 Toyota Sequoia, 150k 7929 $9,995 
 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610 $12,995
 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464 $12,995
            MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 BMW X3, 128k 11286 $6,995
 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500
 2005 Toyota Highlander, 127k  11850 $7,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k  10125 $8,995 
 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $8,995

4X4 SPECIALS!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Kia Rondo, 69k SU3219 $5,495
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2006 Chrysler Pacifica, 97k 12632 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k 8314 $6,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

State Sen. Toby Stavisky meets Rabbi Shmuel Menachem Butman, a 
leader of the Chabad movement and director of the Lubavich Youth 
Organization, in the Senate chambers following the rabbi’s delivery of 
the daily invocation.  Photo courtesy of State Sen. Stavisky

Assemblyman Mike Miller of Woodhaven (far r.) wth state Sen.  Joseph 
Addabbo (c), and 102nd Precinct Commander Deodat Urprasad, hon-
or distingiushed women of the area, including Laurie Adragna, Lisette 
Rivera, Nazima Ally, Helen Day, Jacquelin Merickling, Kathy Ryan, Sandra 
Singh, Francesca Ferraro, Maria Thomson, Maureen Bermingham and 
Carolina Bolanos.  
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Miller

State Sen. James Sanders Jr. brought his mobile office to the Hammel 
Houses in Far Rockaway. He knows the place well. He was born there.

These four remarkable women are Hurrricanes Sandy and Irene sur-
vivers. (l to r) La Tanya Wilson, Nicole Corbin, Marian Habba, Pansy 
Dones are the star attractions at Emergency Preparedness Day at the 
Resorts World Casino.  Photo by Julie Weissman

Ouida Duncan (c), president of the Duncan Tree Foundation, a group 
that organizes medical missions overseas, poses with Dr. Kenneth 
Peonessa (l) and Dr. Kerk Campbell,  surgeons who volunteer to work 
for the foundation.  Photo by Nat Valentine

City Council member Rory Lancman tweets this photo and the mes-
sage: “Thank you @FDNY (& @ChazaqOrg) for coming to Young Israel of 
Kew Gardens Hills to educate community on fire safety.”  Twitter

Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder (l) is sponsoring a bill to legalize Mixed 
Martial Arts matches in New York State. The bill passsed the Senate 
last month as is awaiting an Assembly vote. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Goldfeder

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic and Deputy Consul General of Israel 
Amir Sagie meet at a briefing of the National Association of Jewish 
Legislators in Albany. Sagie coordinates the political work of the Israeli 
consulate in the tri-state area.  
 Photo courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic

State Sen. Michael Gianaris marches on Fifth Avenue in Manhattan at 
the annual Greek Independence Parade. 

Photo courtesy of State Sen. Gianaris
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Visit us on the web at www.plattduetschehome.com

Plattduetsche 
RETIREMENT HOME

A PLACE WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME AND WELL TAKEN CARE OF

FEATURING
Private Apartments with Balcony 

Personal Care Assistance

“The Best Kept Home 
on Long Island”

FLEXIBLE

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, APRIL 11 
1:00PM TO 4:00PM
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 BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Seven alleged members 
and associates of a notori-
ous street gang in southeast 
Queens were indicted on con-
spiracy, weapons and other 
charges for the attempted 
murder, shooting and assault 
of two individuals believed 
to be associated with a rival 
gang the Queens District At-
torney office and the NYPD 
announced Friday. 

“In both instances, the 
defendants’ alleged actions 
threatened the lives and safe-
ty of innocent bystanders as 
the victims were fired upon, 
said DA Richard Brown. 

Five alleged members of 
the Everybody Killas (EBK) 
are in custody and two others 
are being sought by police.

“The NYPD remains com-
mitted to eliminating gang 
activity and improving the 
quality of life for the resi-
dents,” NYPD Commissioner 
William Bratton said. 

The individuals in cus-
tody with alleged connec-
tions to the EBK gang were 
identified as Jerald Lowe 
(aka J Rock, Rock Blood), 22, 
from St. Albans; Jonathan 
Jean-Pierre (aka Bang Out), 
20, from Rosedale; Anthony 
Biggs (aka Black), 18, from 
St. Albans; Kenneth Stokes 
(aka Kareem Stokes, Kil-
la),18, from St. Albans and 
one female member Dayjah 
Knowles (aka Dae Dae), 18, 
from Jamaica, according to 
the indictment.   

The two alleged gang 
members being sought by 
authorities were identified 
as Rasheed Watson, 22, from 
Jamaica and Jeffrey Bien-
Aime, 19, from St. Albans, ac-

cording to police. 
As of Monday afternoon, 

those in custody were await-
ing arraignment in Queens 
County Supreme Court. 

Charges for the alleged 
gang members vary from sec-
ond-degree attempted mur-
der, first-degree attempted 
assault, second-degree crimi-
nal possession of a weapon, 
first- and second-degree as-
sault, second-degree reckless 
endangerment and second- 
and fourth-degree conspira-
cy.  

The indictment states that 
the alleged gang members 
conspired and acted in con-
cert with each other and shot 
two individuals they deemed 
to be from the SNOW Gang 
on Jan. 7, 2013, incidents that 
took place hours apart from 
each other. 

The victims were treated 
at a Queens hospital for their 
injuries. 

At the first crime scene, 
police allegedly recovered 
a spent shell casing. At the 
second crime scene, police al-
legedly recovered the weapon 
used in the shooting. The 
weapon was tested and the 
test results allegedly indicat-
ed that the weapon was used 
in both shootings, according 
to the indictment. 

The Everybody Killas 
gang in southeast Queens is 
an outfit group associated 
with the larger national gang 
known as the Bloods, accord-
ing to the Queens district at-
torney’s office.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

BY MADINA TOURE
 
 A street in Fresh Meadows 

will be renamed after the late 
bishop Ignatius Catanello in a 
ceremony this summer. 

The city announced that it 
will rename 74th Avenue be-
tween 175th Street and Utopia 
Parkway in Fresh Meadows 
Bishop Ignatius A. Catanello 
Way. The ceremony will take 
place June 7 at the Holy Fam-
ily Church at 175-20 74th Ave. 
in Fresh Meadows.

Catanello, who died in 
March 2013, was bishop emeri-
tus at the Holy Family Church 
for about 20 years. 

Casper Furnari, Holy 
Family Church’s pastor, who 
administered the parish for 
Catanello for several years, 
said Catanello received many 
phone calls and visitors and 
that people would regularly at-
tend his mass. 

“When he died, many people 
felt that loss but we’re keeping 
his name going and this is an-
other wonderful way of having 
the street named ater him as a 
reminder of his dedication, his 
time here,” Furnari said. 

The street is among 56 thor-
oughfares and public places 
that have been approved for 
numerous renamings as part 
of a bill introduced by the City 
Council’s Committee on Parks 
and Recreation. The bill was 
enacted Feb. 5. 

The Holy Knights of Colum-
bus Council, which Catanello 

founded, approached City 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Fresh Meadows), a co-spon-
sor of the bill, about two years 
ago about renaming a street in 
his honor, Furnari said. 

The council will be chang-
ing its name to the Holy Fam-
ily-Bishop Ignatius Catanello 
Council of the Knights of Co-

lumbus. 
Lancman said the city was 

happy to honor the bishop. 
“I had many positive inter-

actions with the bishop, partic-
ularly when I was in the state 
assembly,” Lancman said. 

Catanello lived and served 
in the Diocese of Brooklyn his 
entire life, according to the 
Diocese of Brooklyn. He grad-
uated from St. Francis College 
in Brooklyn Heights and at-
tended Immaculate Concep-
tion Seminary in Huntington.

He received two master’s 
degrees from and taught the-
ology as an adjunct professor 
at St. John’s University and 
received a doctorate in reli-
gious studies from New York 
University. 

He also served as an assis-
tant pastor at St. Rita’s in Long 
Island City, St. Helen’s in How-
ard Beach, St. Ann’s in Flush-
ing and Our Lady of Angels in 
Bay Ridge. 

Lancman said the city is 
currently trying to determine 
a time to hold the official un-
veiling ceremony, but that 
they have decided to do it some 
time in the spring when the 
weather is nicer. 

“I think the Holy Fam-
ily community is very excited 
about it,” he said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY MADINA TOURE

A Flushing man pleaded 
guilty to brutally assaulting 
his elderly stepmother in Sep-
tember 2013, Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown an-
nounced last week. 

The man, Shun Wang, 33, 
who lives on Northern Boule-
vard, admitted attacking his 
89-year-old stepmother, who 
was so severely injured that 
she was blinded in her right 
eye and has only blurry vision 
in her left eye. 

Wang will be sentenced to 
nine years in prison April 10, 
according to Brown.

“The defendant has ad-
mitted to viciously beating 
his 87-year-old stepmother,” 
Brown said. “The blows to 
the victim’s face have left her 

without the ability to see in 
one eye and very little sight in 
the other.” 

Wang and his father, Liqu-
un Wang, were arguing when 
Wang started to punch his 
stepmother, Zhao Ying Xiu, 
repeatedly about the face, ac-
cording to the criminal com-
plaint filed by the Queens DA’s 
office.

Xiu suffered swelling and 
substantial pain to both of 
her eyes as well as bleeding to 
her right eye, according to the 
complaint. 

An opthamologist at an 
area hospital said Xiu suffered 
a dislocated lens in her right 
eye and lost sight in her right 
eye as well, the complaint 
said.A 33-year-old man pled guilty to 

assaulting his elderly stepmother 
in Flushing in September 2013.

A street in Fresh Meadows will 
be renamed after the late bish-
op Ignatius Catanello. 

Photo courtesy The Tablet

Man guilty of attack on stepmom

Late bishop to be honored Street gang busted 
in SE Queens: DA
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P ets often make ideal companions. 
They are around when a per-
son needs support, they can pro-

vide protection for those living alone, 
they’re always willing to lend an ear 
to problems, and many tend to offer 

unconditional love. Seniors facing an 
empty nest or the loss of a spouse may 
fi nd pets can buoy their spirits. Stud-
ies have shown that seniors can bene-
fi t both mentally and physically from 
having a pet around. Pets can alleviate 

anxiety, depression and boredom. 
While pets can provide comfort and 

companionship, they remain a signifi -
cant responsibility. Seniors should fi nd 
an animal that will fi t in with their 
lifestyles. This is an important con-
sideration for those seniors who travel 
frequently or have mobility issues. In 
addition, men and women living in se-
nior communities or assisted living fa-
cilities should determine if there are 
any pet restrictions in place. 

Those seniors who have decided 
that a dog will be the best fi t can 
choose among several breeds that 
may be a good match for their needs. 
When selecting a dog, consider both 
size and temperament. Smaller dogs 
tend to be easier to handle and will 
need less maintenance. They are eas-
ily carried and won’t take as long to 

bathe and groom. Smaller dogs also 
consume less food than larger breeds, 
reducing the expense of dog food and 
the hassle of wrangling large, heavy 
bags of chow. Temperament is also 
important, as some breeds tend to be 
more easygoing than others. Larger 
breeds may be preferable to a smaller 
breeds, which tend to be hyperactive. 
However, always remember there are 
pros and cons to each breed, and each 
dog will demonstrate his own person-
ality traits. The following are some 
dogs that can be especially compatible 
with seniors.

Pug: Equally playful and willing 
to be a lap dog, the pug requires little 
exercise and grooming. The breed is 
typically nonaggressive and submis-
sive. Pugs are good-natured and play-

DOG BREEDS 
FOR SENIORS

Continued on page 37
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ELDERCARE TODAY

A ccording to the Caregiver Action 
Network, more than 65 million 
Americans care for loved ones 

with chronic illnesses, disabilities, 
and frailty. Among their many respon-
sibilities, caregivers are often tasked 
with helping their loved one under-
stand Medicare and make coverage de-
cisions. By following a few tips, care-
givers can feel more confi dent about 
their ability to help their loved one 
navigate Medicare. 

First, start with the basics. There 
are two ways to access Medicare. Origi-
nal Medicare includes Part A (hospital 
insurance) and Part B (medical insur-
ance) and is offered through the fed-
eral government. As an alternative, 
some people choose Medicare Advan-
tage (Part C), which includes all the 
coverage of Original Medicare plus ad-
ditional benefi ts, often for no additional 
monthly premium. These plans are of-
fered through private insurance com-
panies approved by the government.

Prescription drug coverage is avail-
able with Medicare Part D, which is 
typically included in Medicare Ad-
vantage plans but can also be pur-
chased separately for those with 
Original Medicare. It is also offered 

through private insurance companies 
approved by the government.

Some benefi ciaries who have Orig-

inal Medicare enroll in a Medicare 
supplement plan, which covers some 
or all of the costs not covered by Parts 

A and B.
Next, compare your care recipient’s 

options.
“When caregivers are compar-

ing Medicare plans, it’s important for 
them to consider both their loved one’s 
health and budget needs,” said Rhonda 
Randall, D.O., chief medical offi cer for 
UnitedHealthcare Retiree Solutions. 
“Look at the total cost of a plan, in-
cluding premiums, deductibles, copay-
ments and coinsurance, as well as the 
plan’s network, if it has one, to make 
sure you’re comfortable with the doc-
tors and hospitals that are included.” 

If additional benefi ts such as dental 
and vision care or a gym membership 
are important, Randall suggests consid-
ering a Medicare Advantage plan; ben-
efi ts like these are not typically covered 
by Original Medicare. 

Lastly, don’t go it alone. If you care for 
an older adult now or anticipate taking 
on a caregiver role, there are caregiver 
tools and resources available to help 
you and your loved one. To learn more 
and get the support you need today, visit 
www.WhatIsSolutions ForCaregivers.
com or call (877) 765–4473. Services are 
available in all 50 states and can be tai-
lored to meet specifi c needs.

Medicare 101 for caregivers

Caregivers and their loved ones should consider both health and budget needs when com-
paring Medicare plans. Ronnie Kaufman/Larry Hirshowitz

AARP gives you the information to 
help care for your loved ones, just like 
they did with you once. You don’t have 
to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for 
help. Visit our website or call now to 
get practical health and wellness tips 
to provide even better care for those 
who once took care of you.
We provide you information to 
give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

ful; they don’t often bark and are easy 
to train.

Shih Tzu: The Shih Tzu lives for 
attention, but this breed can be domi-
nant and diffi cult to train. The Shih 
Tzu will be alert to its surroundings 
and, despite its small stature, can be a 
good watchdog.

Pomeranian: Pomeranians look 
like big balls of fur and can bring a 
smile to an owner’s face. The breed 
tends to be perky, can display domi-
nance and can be diffi cult to train. Be-
cause Pomeranians can be dog-aggres-
sive, they may be best as the only pet 
in the house.

Yorkshire terrier: The Yorkie is a 
diminutive breed in size only, as they 
tend to have exuberant personalities 
that dwarf their stature. The ideal lap 
dog, Yorkies want to lie around and 
lounge, though some do like to bark. If 
the fur is kept short in a “puppy cut,” 
the dog can be easy to maintain.

Pembroke Welsh corgi: This me-
dium-sized dog hails from Wales and 
typically requires only moderate exer-
cise and little grooming. They are easy 
to train and moderately dominant. 
They don’t bark excessively, and they 
often get along with other dogs.

Schnauzer: Available in three 
sizes, schnauzers are good compan-

ions and protectors. This is an intelli-
gent and loyal breed and will need to 
be kept amused to stave off boredom.

Brussels griffon: These dogs do 
not shed, but they will require profes-
sional grooming at least once every 
three months. If socialized early, the 
griffon can be a good companion but 
will likely remain wary of strangers. 
They are good watchdogs and devoted 
to their owners.  

DOGS
Continued from page 35

ELDERCARE TODAY

Studio $2,550*
Per Month 

All-Inclusive* Call us to schedule  
a visit today!

(718) 762-3198
www.flushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne St.
Flushing, NY 11354

Parking available
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QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

HONOREES
Terri Adams
Al Barreto

Marissa Bernowitz
Adrian Bordoni

Barbara E. Brown
Dominick Bruccoleri

Susan Brustmann
Ouida Duncan

Tyra Emerson
Aline Euler
Steven Hitt
Ed Horn

Alisha Johnson
Ellen Kodadek

Carol Lacks
Jacques Leandre

Rob MacKay

Jason & Joy Marr
Ann O’Connor

Dr. Jill Rabin
Frank “Turtle” 

Raffaele

Bob Reid
David Rosasco

Frances Scarantino
Dr. Charles Schleien

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

 

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 14th 
6pm-10pm

Join us at the 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

Guest Speaker Lidia Bastianich

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners



39  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 3-9, 2015TL

BY ALLISON PLITT

After Jackson Heights art-
ist Carla Lobmier presented 
a watercolor exhibition at the 
Langston Hughes Community 
Library and Cultural Center, 
she approached the facility’s 
director about putting togeth-
er an art show around the po-
etry of Hughes. 

With Director Andrew P. 
Jackson’s approval, she orga-
nized an exhibit she titled “I 
catch the pattern,” the first 
line of Hughes’ poem “Si-
lence,” from 1941.

The display showcases the 
work of 10 visual artists and 
one poet.  The exhibit, which 
is open to the public, runs 
through April 30.

“All of these artists are 
from Queens,” Lobmier said.  
“There’s one artist who has a 
long-standing connection to 
Queens and me, but everybody 

else lives in Queens – Jackson 
Heights, Forest Hills, Jamaica, 
Woodside and Sunnyside.”

The exhibition displays 37 
works linked to the work of 
Hughes, an American poet, 
social activist, playwright and 
columnist, who is best known 
as the leader of the Harlem Re-
naissance, which occurred in 
the 1920s in New York City. 

Lobmier asked each artist 
to choose a piece of Hughes’ 
poetry to accompany their cre-
ations.  

Many of Hughes’ poems 
stress the theme of “black is 
beautiful” while also portray-
ing the lives of working-class 
African-Americans filled with 
struggle, joy, laughter, and 
music.

“I let the artists choose the 
poetry for the art,” Lobmier 
said.  “I instructed the artists 
to look for a poem that would 
either inspire a new piece of 
work or to look for connec-
tions between a poem and an 
existing piece of work.  It’s up 
to you — what direction you 
want pursue.’”

Lobmier submitted her own 
painting for the exhibit titled, 
“Chandelier in Leaf,” from a 
series of paintings she created 
using chandelier motifs.  

Her chandelier appears 
brightly iridescent against a 

Continued on Page 45

Langston Hughes 
Community Library 
and Cultural Center 
show celebrates 
writer’s legacy

Artist Jean Foos’ piece, “Hammock Grove,” is related to Langston Hughes’ poem, “Bouquet.” Photo courtesy of Jean Foos
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PRODUCTIONS

“Red Noses” — Peter Barnes’ 
comedy about a monk who 
travels plague-affected villages 
in 14th century France practicing 
his own brand of laughter-is-the-
best-medicine treatment has 
been transported to modern-
day New York City.  
When: April 8 to April 19
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $15 - $25
Contact: (866) 811-4111
Website: www.spoontheater.
org

“Sanco: A Guyanese 
Thriller” — The American-
Caribbean Theatre Alliance 
presents an original play 
about a murder in Guyana and 
the racial tensions it creates 
between Afro- and Indo-
Guyanese residents. 
When: April 10 to April 19
Where: The Springfi eld 
Gardens Church of Christ, 
144-04 Farmers Blvd., 
Springfi eld Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 551-7468
Website: www.actashows.com
“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 

Nest” — Dale Wasserman’s 
stage adaptation of Ken 
Kessey’s subversive novel set in 
a mental hospital pits the life-
affi rming hero, R. P. McMurphy, 
against arguably one of modern 
literature’s greatest antagonist, 
Nurse Ratched. 
When: April 10 to April 25
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18, $15/LIC residents, 
seniors and students
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.
variationstheatregroup.com

“Othello” — Titan Theatre 
Co. presents an all-female 
version of Shakespeare’s 
tragedy about jealousy, 
betrayal and vengeance. 
When: April 17 to May 2
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

“Lucky Stiff” — The fi rst 
collaboration by Lynn 
Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty 

Continued on Page 46

Answers in Sports

EVENTS

Cesar Milan Live — The dog-whisperer 
shares his secrets on forging happier 
and healthier relationships between 
pet owners and their four-legged 
canine friends. This people-only event 
will include demonstrations.
When: Sunday, April 19, at 3 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts at Queens College,  
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $35 - $69
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website:  www.kupferbergcenter.org

MUSIC

Anima: A Cabinet of Wonders — The 
group specializes in music from the 
Baroque and late Renaissance periods. 
When: Friday, April 10, at 6 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, Rufus 
King Park, Jamaica
Cost: $25/advance, $30/at door
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website:  www.kingmanor.org

Global Mashup No. 1: Cuba Meets 
Hawaii — This concert series combines 

musicians performing their unique 
cultural sounds on one stage. Tonight the 
Cuban group Cocomama and Josh Kekoa 
Cho Trio’s Hawaiian play.  
When: Friday, April 10, at 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $15, $10/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Sacred Music Chorale of Richmond 
Hill — The Sacred Music Chorale presents 
its spring concert featuring Brahams’ 
“Deutsche Requiem” (performed in 
English) and other orchestral selections. A 
reception follows the performance. 
When: Sunday, April 19, at 3 pm
Where: St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
86-20 114th St., Richmond Hill
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors and 
students
Contact: (718) 441-8118
Website:  www.richmondhillny.com/
arts/smc

TALK

Dan McMillan — History professor and 
attorney Dan McMillan will speak on 
his new book “How Could This Happen: 

Explaining the Holocaust” as part of 
Holocaust Memorial Day. 
When: Monday, April 13, at 1:30 pm
Where: Central Queens YM & YWHA, 
67-09 108th St. Forest Hills
Cost: $8/suggested
Contact: (718) 268-5011
Website:  www.cqy.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Spring Egg-stravaganza! — Celebrate 
the season with old-fashioned games 
and an egg scavenger hunt.
When: Saturday, April 4, from noon - 2 
pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 43-
50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $5/per child, does not include 
admission to Garden. Advanced 
registration is required.
Contact: (718) 866-3800, rforlenza@
queensbotanical.org
Website:  www.queensbotanical.org

Nature Scavenger Hunt — Get to 
know Kissena Park by hunting for 
common and a few unique objects. 
When: Sunday, April 5, at 11 am
Where: Rose and Oak avenues, 
Kissena Park, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769 
Website:  www.nycgovparks.org

Kids Week in Queens — As part of 
school vacation week,  check out a 
different activity every day, including 
birding for kids in Alley Pond Park, 

Continued on Page 44

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in Queens, 

check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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easter

Austin’s Ale House

at

Sunday, April 5th

Easter Brunch Easter Dinner | 3–11pm
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Live Music from William Wisnewski 2–5pm 
Featured Queens Beer: Finback Sunday Afternoon Saison

 ABV Glendale, NY $7.50 Pint

Appetizers
Pistachio Encrusted Goat Cheese with Tomato Onion Chutney  

Asparagus Wrapped with Swiss Cheese & Prosciutto Oreganata 

Bleu Cheese and Roasted Red Pepper Stuffed Mushroom 

Spicy Mussels with Chorizo Sausage 

Soup
Split Pea with Smoked Ham Hocks 

Salad
Mixed Greens with Artichoke Hearts, Roma Tomato, Kalamata Olives, 
Red Onion, Toasted Almonds tossed in Champagne Vinaigrette  

Entrees
Pan Seared Rack of Lamb with Rosemary Demi Glace  

Bourbon Glazed Honey Ham Steak 

Chablis Poached Salmon fi llet with Dill Dijon Aioli 

Half Duck Roasted with Orange Brandy Sauce 

Crabmeat Stuffed w/ Jumbo Shrimp topped w/ Scampi Sauce 

Cappellini w/Shrimp, Sea Scallops & Sundried Tomatoes, 
Basil Cream Sauce 

16 0z Shell Steak with Madeira Mushroom Sauce 

Dessert
Carrot Patch Cupcake    Black and White Angel Food Cake 

Order Easter Ham or 
Turkey to Go

Please Place Your Orders by Thursday, April 2nd

Call 718-849-3939

At Bourbon Street 
Sunday, April 5, 2015

Easter

40-12 Bell Boulevard  
Bayside, NY 11361 

718-224-2200

Brunch includes 1 Complimentary Bloody Mary, Mimosa, 
or Screwdriver, Assorted Bagels, Homemade Muffins, 

Fresh Fruit Cup & Family Style Sticky Buns along with 
Unlimited Coffee & Tea

$1995

BREAKFAST TACO
Flour Tortilla stuffed with scrambled eggs, cheddar & jack cheeses and guacamole served 

with homemade salsa and your choice of bacon or sausage.

BACON PRETZEL BRIOCHE GRILLED CHEESE
Served with French Fries

FETA, SPINACH & ROASTED RED PEPPER OMELETTE
Served with Choice of Bacon or Sausage

EGGS BENEDICT
Poached eggs and Canadian bacon over toasted English muffin 

served with creamy Hollandaise sauce

CROQUE MOUSIEUR
Served with French Fries

THREE CHEESE OMELETTTE
Omlettte stuffed with American, Mozzarella & Pepper Jack Cheeses served 

w/choice of bacon or sausage

TUNA NICOISE SALAD
Seared Tuna, Olives, Asparagus, Boiled Potatoes with a Spring Vinaigrette Dressing

$2095

STEAK & EGGS
10 oz Steak with eggs of choice

LEMON RICOTTA PANCAKES
Served with a Choice of Bacon or Sausage

SHRIMP & ANDOUILLE OMELETTE
With Pepper Jack Cheese

SMOKED SALMON PLATTER
Smoked Salmon, Bagels, Lettuce, Tomato, Onions & Capers

$2195

JUMBO CRAB CAKE BENEDICT
English Muffin, with Lump Crab Cake topped with Poached Eggs & Dill Sauce

SMOKED SALMON BENEDICT
English Muffin, with Smoked Salmon topped with Poached Eggs & Cheese Sauce

Items and prices on menu are subject to change. 
Children do not eat free on holidays sundays.

No groupons, restaurant.com or any other coupons acccepted.

*Kids Do Not Eat Free on Holiday Sundays
Also No Coupons, Groupons or Restaurnt.com‘s Accepted*

www.bourbonstreetny.com

Serving Brunch 11-3
Special Appearance by the Easter Bunny

Dinner from 4-11
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED FOR BOTH
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Southern Spice used to be 
our favorite Indian restau-
rant.  

It was the proverbial hole-
in-the-wall near the Ganesh 
Temple on Bowne Street in 
Flushing.  When it closed its 
doors in 2011, we mourned.  
Our go-to locale for sub-conti-
nental fare, Jackson 
Heights, has be-
come increasingly 
H i m a l a y a n i z e d , 
leaving us with few-
er strictly Indian options to 
choose from.  We’re not quite 
sure how this piece of infor-
mation slipped by us, but were 
overjoyed to recently learn 
that Southern Spice didn’t just 
close, but moved to larger if 
not too much more stylish digs 
on Hillside Avenue in New 
Hyde Park.

The majority of Indian res-
taurants in the metropolitan 
area feature the Punjabi fare 
of northern India.  Those that 
concentrate on southern style 
Indian food tend to be vegetar-
ian.  What sets Southern Spice 

apart is that they offer both 
non-vegetarian and vegetar-
ian dishes of southern India 
with a special emphasis on 
Chettinad cuisine.  

The name Chettinad de-
rives from the term Chettiar, a 
title used by some mercantile 
castes in the states of Tamil 
Nadu and Kerala.  

Chettinad cuisine is one of 
the spiciest and the 
most aromatic in 
India, something 
you’ll realize very 
quickly when you 

dine at Southern Spice.  
The appetizer list runs the 

gamut from the predictable sa-
mosas, to crispy calamari with 
mango chutney, a new one on 
us for an Indian restaurant.  
Their somewhat petite samo-
sas were outstanding—light 
crispy outsides with a lovingly 
spiced potato/veggie filling.  

Kerala crab cakes, served 
on a mild coconut gravy re-
minded us of those served in 
the American Deep South — 
with a fairly high ratio of fill-
ing to crab in a scrumptious 
sauce with a kick. 

There is a broader selection 
of dosas, those giant rice and 
lentil crepes of South India, 
than anywhere we’ve been.  
Both veggie and non-veggie 
fillings are available.  We’d 
never encountered non-vege-
tarian dosas before, but what 
could be bad rolled up inside a 
huge crisp crepe?  We opted for 

an eggplant filling, which was 
fragrant but not excruciat-
ingly spicy.  Dosas come with 
coconut chutney and sambar 
for dipping.

Southern Spice is known 
for its Hyderabadi-style dhum 
biryani in which the ingre-

A staple of South Indian cuisine, the dosa is a fermented crepe made 
from rice batter and lentils.  Photo by Suzanne Parker

Indian restaurant knows some like it hot
Southern Spice moves from Flushing to spot in New Hyde Park but brings along the heat

Continued on Page 44

DINING 
OUT

IF YOU GO
Southern Spice

1635 Hillside Ave.
New Hyde Park
(516) 216-5448

www.southernspice.net

Price Range: Appetizers: $6 — 
$16; Entrees: $11 — $18

Cuisine: Southern Indian
Setting: Medium sized 

comfortable space, indifferently 
decorated

Service: Adequate, less than 
attentive.

Hours: Open seven days for 
lunch and dinner.  Closed on 

weekdays from 3 p.m. — 5 p.m.
Reservations: Optional

Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: No
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

After watching John At-
tanas’ new play, “All Gone 
West,” at the Teatro Circulo in 
the East Village through April 
18,  it’s hard to say if he likes 
his hometown or not. 

Set in New York City in the 
early 1950s, Attanas, who still 
lives in the Forest Hills home 
in which he grew up, has writ-
ten a bittersweet love note to 
Gotham, that sometimes reads 
like a “Dear John” letter. 

The lead character, Sam 
Samos, toils as a bartender in 
a midtown saloon but dreams 
of opening a jazz club. One 
night he meets Mary Brady, 
who is out with her married 
boyfriend, and proceeds to 
woo her. 

Mary’s boyfriend, Joe, is a 
professor at City College and a 
sloppy drunk. Born and bred 
in the Bronx, Mary works as 
one of his secretaries in the 
Economics Department. 

They’re not a good match.
But that doesn’t stop Mary 

from waiting for Joe to divorce 
his wife — which he repeat-

edly says he never will — and 
to wed and whisk her off to his 
upper-middle class existence 
in Yonkers. 

“Life is all about econom-
ics,” Mary tells Sam one 
night. 

Mary dreams about escap-
ing the city, which she calls 
a dirty, degrading and dying 
place. 

She has her sights set on 
California, where a man like 
Sam can make a lot more mon-
ey doing the same type of work 
he does in New York. 

Sam, however, sees the Big 
Apple as the only legitimate 
place to open his jazz club. Yes, 
they have jazz in Los Ange-
les, he says to Mary, but West 
Coast jazz is without blood 
and balls. 

As Sam, Joseph Robin-
son captures the essence of a 
man, who pushes to make his 
dreams come true, despite 
what life and everyone else 
around him, says otherwise. 
He adores Mary, but he also 
loves jazz and New York. Rob-
inson nicely shows the strug-
gles Sam faces as he tries to 

balance those parts of his life 
that are at cross purposes. 

Kristen French as Mary 
pulls off a nice trick of em-
bodying this pragmatic wom-
an, who despite her feelings for 
Sam, knows happiness doesn’t 

reside at the Ninth Avenue 
hole-in-the-wall jazz club, but 
somewhere warm and green 
with endless economic oppor-
tunities like suburban L.A.

French’s Mary is dour and 
all business — it’s hard to un-

derstand what Sam sees in her 
— until she makes it to Cali-
fornia and her better future. 

She goes from her conser-
vative business attire to a 
one-piece bathing suit and sun 
hat. 

But French embodies 
an even greater change in 
her character. Mary no lon-
ger wears the sour look she 
sported throughout the pro-
ceedings. Her spirit has been 
reborn in the land of eternal 
summer. She knows this is 
where she and Sam belong, 
even if he doesn’t. 

Director Jonathan Fluck 
wisely opts to include an on-
stage jazz quartet to help move 

Kristen French (l. to r.), Joseph Robinson and Glen Williamson play out a 
scene in “All Gone West.” Photo by Lee Wexler/Images for Innovation

Forest Hills author writes a better life for some
 

John Attanas’ ‘All Gone West’ considers what happens when your dreams disappear

from 

HAPPY HOURS
beginning 

RHYTHM 
& BREWS

from 

LADIES NIGHT
FRIDAY 
NIGHT 
LIVE

Our 2015 Season begins April 24th

Over 20 years of serving you!

beginning  

Continued on Page 46

IF YOU GO
“All Gone West”

When: Through April 18
Where: Teatro Circulo, 64 E. 
4th St., Msnhattan
Cost: $18  
Website: www. allgonewest.
org
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Native American games in Kissena Park and 
outdoor skills for kids in Forest Park. 
When: Monday, April 6 to Friday, April 10, 
at 1 pm
Where: Various locations around Queens. 
For complete schedule, check www.
nycgovparks.org
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769 
Website:  www.nycgovparks.org

Spring Break Family Storytime and 
Craft — Bring your junior gardeners to 
the Queens Botanical Garden for nature-
inspired stories and a botanically themed 
craft project.   
When: Tuesday, April 7,  and Thursday, April 
9, from 2 pm - 3:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/students 
and children 3 -12
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website:  www.queensbotanical.org

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Apr. 3-9, 2015

By Ed Canty

Gorgeous Georges
Across
1. Sassy
6. Part of an E-mail 
address
9. Blows a gasket
14. "Santa ___": 
Caruso classic
15. Frat letter
16. Open
17. Pale with fright
18. Order between 
"ready" and "fire"
19. First name in 
hotels
20. "Lonesome" 
'50s-'60s variety 
show host
23. Barbecue 
offering
24. Coke's partner
25. Slap-happy trio?
27. Bloomberg's turf
32. Green Gables girl
33. Downed a sub, say
34. Quits
36. Unlit?
39. Aberdeen native
41. Traffic sign
43. Without a doubt
44. Foundation plant
46. Closes in on
48. Caesar, for one
49. Lions' prey
51. Decorator's 
samples
53. Slung mud at
56. Afghan coin
57. It fits in a lock

58. Gracie's mate
64. Senseless
66. Female rabbit
67. Humdinger
68. Inmate who's 
never getting out
69. Hoofer's leg
70. Evans or 
Ronstadt
71. Fills up
72. River to the 
North Sea
73. PC key

Down
1. Mark for attention
2. Ploy
3. Canyon effect
4. ___ Club
5. Emotional 

problems
6. Move an icon
7. Buckeye State
8. Resting places
9. Deodorant choices
10. Hail, to Caesar
11. President who 
was a fighter pilot
12. Bert's pal
13. Uses a fork, 
perhaps
21. Drain
22. Airport posting: 
Abbr.
26. Lennon's in-laws
27. Low voice
28. Allergic reaction
29. "Some Like It 
Hot" co-star
30. Kind of cloth

31. Dueling 
implements
35. Deli side
37. Toledo's lake
38. Roulette bets
40. Sushi fish
42. Hang
45. Cookout staples
47. 5 o'clock shadow
50. Meet with
52. Tip off
53. Dirties
54. Craze
55. Caravan maker
59. Ramble
60. Things on rings
61. Go on and on
62. Hosiery shade
63. Top banana
65. Woman's bio word

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

GOING GREEN
T A C O S I T D R U N U P
B R A W L M A O A N I S E
S C E N E M I N T J U L E P
P O S S E A L O H A S

A U K T O R E A G R A
W A R P C U R S B R A D
A D S H O R S P O L A N D
I M A G I N E D E F E N S E
L I L A C S F E E T N O R
E R A S C U S P G Y M S
R E D O B A S S C O S

L A S S I E R O M P S
A L L I G A T O R A S I A N
S E I N E E N T M E T R O
P I P E S S S S P S H A W

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

LUNCH SPECIALS
$795

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 12 NOON–3P.M.

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD
CAESAR

GARDEN
*ADD GRILLED CHICKEN + $3
*ADD GRILLED SHRIMP + $4

SANDWICHES
MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE

SAUSAGE & PEPPER
** PARMIGIANA ON REQUEST

Pasta 
Dishes

Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

NO SUBSTITUTIONS 
OR TAKEOUT

Continued from Page 40

Arts
dients are layered in a 
clay pot and steamed 
together with the lid 
sealed shut with strips of 
dough.  They season this 
dish with spices from 
the Neelagiri Mountains 
and serve it with a hard-
boiled egg and yogurt 
raita. We went with the 
mutton version and ad-
mit to having chosen 
poorly.  The rice was de-
liciously aromatic, but 
the mutton was tough 
and bony.  Next time we 
will stick with veggie 
or chicken.  As an in-
teresting alternative to 
biryani, consider Kothu 
parota, a famous street 
food of Madras made 
by layering chopped up 
grilled bread with eggs, 
scallions, chilies and, 
as with the biryani, a 
choice of protein.

We overheard an Indi-
an gentleman at a nearby 
table waxing nostalgic 
about the chicken Chet-
tinad and had to try it. 
The man inadvertently 
gave us great advice.  Al-
though majorly spicy, the 
tender chunks of chick-

en, in a predominantly 
black pepper gravy, fa-
vored a uniquely beguil-
ing combination of pow-
erful spices.  

We completed our 
meal with almond halwa, 
a warm pudding redolent 
of cardamom and clove.  

We accompanied it 
with an iced chai.  We 
needed it after all that 
spice.

The bottom Line
If you enjoy really 

spicy Indian food, there 
is no place we can recom-

mend more highly.  The 
Chettinad people have a 
special relationship with 
Muruga, Hindu god of 
war. He is the command-
er-in-chief of the army of 
the devas (gods).  Maybe 
that’s why their food is 
so fiery.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@
aol.com.

Continued from Page 422

Dining

Biryani consists of rice, spices and meat or vegetable and  
is served with raita, a yogurt-based condiment, at Southern 
Spice. Photo by Suzanne Parker

V I S I T  U S  AT  T I M E S L E D G E R . C O M
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backdrop of richly col-
ored painted and col-
laged canvas leaves.  
Lobmier chose the poem 
“Demand” in which 
Hughes contemplates the 
universal ideas of life 
and death as the inspira-
tion for both the imagery 
in her painting and the 
metaphor it expresses.

“This (poem) was 
very much in keeping 
with the spirit of the 
series of what I do with 
chandelier images,” Lob-
mier said.  “It’s really a 
questioning poem about 
where do we find com-
fort?  What is life affirm-
ing to us?  How do we 
view the world?  Where 
do we find our solace?  So 
when I read the poem, it 
eclipsed into this really 
big philosophical place 
that I found to be a match 
for the searching quali-
ties of this painting se-
ries.”

Jean Foos is another 
Jackson Heights art-
ist who participated in 
the exhibit submitting 
her piece “Hammock 

Grove.” 
Foos painted her can-

vas with overlapping 
patterns of straight lines 
and wavy swirls on top of 
a background of brilliant 
hues.  She chose the poem 
“Bouquet” to accompany 
her work. 

“As an abstract paint-
er, I didn’t really know 
how I could connect a 
single poem with one of 
my works, but after read-
ing many, I kept coming 
back to this one poem 
called ‘Bouquet,’” she 
said. “The title may first 
call to mind a traditional 
still life with flowers, but 
instead the lines swirl 
forth, loop back and end 

without mentioning a 
stem or petal. I liked 
the sharp contrasts and 
movement that only sug-
gest a fleeting combina-
tion of emotions and 
senses.  As in the poem, 
the specific parts of (my) 
painting don’t add up 

to a fixed sum, but keep 
changing and question-
ing and rely on the per-
ception of the viewer to 
put it together.” 

The one poet among 
the artists in the exhib-
it, Rebecca Gopoian, a 
Jackson Heights writer, 

composed a piece to ac-
company Hughes’ poem 
“Long Trip.”  

She read her poem to 
the audience on the night 
of the show’s reception 
last month as part of the 
group’s readings of the 
selected poems.  In her 

poem Gopoian writes 
perhaps a personal aside 
to Hughes himself, “A 
little bell keeps ringing 
in my ear like a piece 
of glass next to another 
piece of glass.  I might 
live up to you, subtract-
ing one ocean at a time.”

Continued from Page 39 

LANGSTON HUGHES

Have you ever had a really 
rotten day? Alexander has! He 
wakes up with gum in his hair, 
he trips on a skateboard, and 
then he accidentally drops 
his sweater in the sink - all 
before breakfast! Laugh and 
sing along with Alexander's 
misadventures in this 
uproarious musical based on 
the best-selling classic book. 
Discover along with Alexander 
that sometimes, everyone has 
a terrible, horrible, no good, 
very bad day. 
 

April 12, 2015
Saturday at 1pm & 3pm
Single Tickets: $14
Box Office: 718.760.0064 
www.queenstheatre.org

Alexander and 
The Terrible, Horrible, 
No Good, Very Bad Day

Artist Carla Lobmier, shown with her painting "Chandelier in Leaf," has organized an exhibition at the Langston Hughes 
Community Library and Cultural Center, which pairs works by artists with Hughes' poetry.  Photo courtesy Carla Lobmier

IF YOU GO
“I catch the pattern”

When: Through 
Thursday, April 30
Where: Queens Library 
Langston Hughes 
Community Library and 
Cultural Center, 100-01 
Northern Blvd., Corona
Contact:  (718) 651-1100
Website: www.
queenslibrary.org
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the story along. He is 
also able to wring good 
performances from the 
featured players, par-
ticularly Glen William-
son as Joe, and Kristen 
Booth in a multitude of 
roles, including a call 
girl and a mob hit man, 
who brings a much-need-
ed sense of levity to the 
show. 

Attanas said he set 
out to write a play about 
people wanting things 
and not getting what 
they want. 

He doesn’t see it as be-
ing anti-New York City 
or even about failures. 
For Attanas, the show is 
about success and what 

that means to different 
people. 

Sam loses his jazz 
dreams along the way, but 
captures Mary’s heart and 
ends up in a place where 

he never has to worry 
about money again.

One could argue 
Sam’s story is ultimately 
a success. But it is also 
clearly a failure. 

Easter Dinner

Easter Menu

Continued from Page 43

Play

ueens
Chamber of Commerce

Joseph Robinson (l.) as Sam greets Kristen Booth’s char-
acter as Jesse Means looks on during a scene in “All Gone 
West.” Photo courtesy Lee Wexler/Images for Innovation

(“Ragtime,” “Seussical the 
Musical”) is a farce based on 
the novel “The Man Who Broke 
the Bank at Monte Carlo” plays 
Maggie’s Little Theatre. 
When: Friday, April 17 at 8 pm; 
Saturday, April 18 at 2 pm and 8 
pm; Sunday, April 19 at 2:30 pm
Where: St. Margaret Parish 

Hall, 66-05 79th Place, 
Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/
seniors, $12/children 11 and 
under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

AUDITIONS

“Seussical the Musical” — 

Men, women and teenagers 
needed for this JC Player’s 
production. 
When: April 20, 21 and 23, 
from 7 pm - 9 pm
Where: April 20 and 21 at 
Community United Methodist 
Church, 75-27 Metropolitan 
Ave., Middle Village; April 23 
at Glendale-Maspeth United 
Methodist Church, 66-14 
Central Ave., Glendale.
Contact: (718) 894-8654

Continued from Page 40 

Theater
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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unthinkable and it really is 
unconscionable.”

All five borough presi-
dents agreed that legislation 
is urgently needed to address 
the disparity. 

“It is time to restore fun-
damental fairness and dig-

nity to our disability benefits 
system,” Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz said. 
“It’s the least we can do for the 
members of the uniformed 
services who run into harm’s 
way while others run out.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

system with the windfall go-
ing to the 2010-2014 Capital 
Program. 

“Every dollar we are able 
to secure through real estate 
transactions helps to reduce 
the pressure on  the fares, 
tolls and taxes that support 
the MTA,” spokesman Aaron 
Donovan said.

According to MTA records, 
the transaction will allow 
Queens Plaza Development 
LLC to increase the size of 
the tower from 38 stories to 77, 

adding an additional 512,247 
gross square feet on the de-
velopment site. The additional 
area represents up to 490 more 
residential units, bringing the 
total to 930 apartments.

The MTA acquired the lots 
in 1987 for use in constructing 
the East 63rd Street Tunnel 
Project, which will connect 
the Long Island Rail Road with 
Grand Central Terminal. The 
land is being used as a staging 
area for the East Side Access 
Project. Because of the tunnel 
network below, the land would 
be unusable for heavy building 
projects, thus making it “sur-
plus property” of the MTA.

Not everyone on the MTA 
board was in favor of the sale 
because affordable housing is 
not included in the developer’s 
plan. If construction begins 
before the summer, Queens 
Plaza Development LLC can 
qualify for tax breaks with-
out the inclusion of affordable 
housing units.

Property Markets Group 
and the Hakim Organization 
did not comment. The deal is 
expected to be finalized with-
in two months.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

fying crimes against South 
Asian and Arab victims and 
witnesses. 

“The new FBI hate crimes 
training manual is the single 
most important, most inclusive 
hate crime training resource 
available for law enforcement 
officials,” Anti-Defamation 
League Counsel Michael Lie-
berman said. 

The death of Elmhurst resi-
dent Sunando Sen, who was 
shoved into the path of a No. 7 
subway train in Sunnyside in 

December 2012 was recalled 
by Harsh Voruganti, associate 
director of Public Policy at the 
Hindu American Foundation.

“Even as our community 
grows, Hindu Americans re-
main uniquely vulnerable to 
harassment, bullying, and vio-
lence,” Harsh said. “On this 
historic day, I’d like to remem-
ber Sunando Sen, a Hindu who 
was murdered in a New York 
City subway station because of 
his faith. While this tracking 
comes too late for Sunando, it 
can help ensure that hate vio-
lence is combatted effectively 
in the future.”

Erika Menendez, 33, of Rego 
Park, pleaded guilty to first-

degree murder and is awaiting 
sentencing to anywhere from 
22 to 25 years in prison for that 
crime. Upon her arrest, she 
told police that she hated Mus-
lims and Hindus.

“This is an unfortunate, 
ongoing issue for these com-
munities,” Meng said. “In just 
the last few months an Islamic 
Center, a Hindu temple, two 
multiple Muslim families, and 
an Indian grandfather were 
all targets of hate. I hope that 
the community will feel more 
comfortable coming forward 
and reporting incidents so that 
we can track the true extent of 
this problem.”

more in terms of lost oppor-
tunities.

 “Additional funding for 
our schools, veterans, librar-
ies and seniors are in a state 
budget that also falls short of 
real ethics reform, less reli-
ance on state tests, and short-
changes individuals with 
disabilities,” Addabbo said. 
“I am hopeful that items that 
were intentionally omitted 
from the budget, such as paid 

family leave and campaign 
reform, will be addressed 
during the remainder of the 
legislative session.”

 Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) said he was dis-
appointed that the proposed 
working-class protections 
like paid family leave and a 
minimum wage hike were 
not included in the budget.

 Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

a tough stand on the actions 
of the rogue trustees at the 
Queens Library.  Strong po-
litical cartoons, a lively let-
ters section and provocative 
columnists all contributed to 
the award.

  “This was a tight catego-
ry with the top three places 
extremely close,” the judges 
said. “Great use of editorial 
cartoons, editorials and com-
mentaries.”

  In the spot news catego-
ry, reporter Rich Bockmann 
received second place for his 
story on grand larceny and 
fraud charges filed against 
Councilman Ruben Wills just 
as the paper was preparing to 
go to press. “Great balance 

of immediate coverage with 
background information for 
the reader,” the judges said.

 In third place, Juan Soto 
was cited for a breaking 
story on the angry reaction 
Queens’ lawmakers had af-
ter the NYPD officers who 
killed Eric Garner in Staten 
Island were not indicted.  The 
judges commented that the 
piece captured “an emotional 
ruling conveyed from many 
angles 

 And  reporter Bill Parry 
received an honorable men-
tion for his extensive local 
government coverage on a 
proposed plan to extend Ja-
maica  Heights and Corona’s 
Business Improvement dis-
trict, a story that sounds 
straight forward but alarmed 
the immigrant community. 

Continued from Page 4 

NYPA

Continued from Page 5 

MTA

Continued from Page 4 

Budget

Continued from Page 4 

Hate crimes

Continued from Page 5 

Explosion
Insider Guides, which are a 
series of short videos that in-
troduce viewers to personali-
ties and areas. As part of the 
marketing firm’s global reach, 
it promoted Flushing, Rock-
away, Jamaica Bay and Astoria 
around the world as must-visit 
neighborhoods.  The company 
also hopes to gain interna-

tional press attention by tak-
ing reporters on tour through 
Queens’ neighborhoods.

In order to prepare busi-
nesses for the tourism crush, 
small businesses like restau-
rants will have the opportu-
nity to be guided through a 
process to help them appeal to 
visitors and general manage-
ment tips for serving larger 
crowds.

During the announcement, 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz also spoke and said that 

like Markowitz, she wanted to 
usher in a change for her bor-
ough. 

“A lot of people say I’m the 
new Marty,” Katz said. “We 
need to make sure that when 
people go to Manhattan, they 
come back to Queens.” 

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.
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appointing board members.
 Borough President Me-

linda Katz and Mayor Bill 
de Blasio have reconfigured 
the board with new appoint-
ments.

A new board member and 
a new hire were announced.

Retired State Supreme 
Court Justice Augustus Ag-
ate was appointed to the 
Queens Library Board by 
Katz and Jonathan Chung, 
former chief of staff to former 
Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Bayside) and Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing), will 

serve as director of govern-
ment affairs. 

“Justice Agate has exten-
sive experience in making 
tough decisions from the 
bench, so his strong judi-
cial temperament will serve 
him well as a member of the 
Queens Library Board of 
Trustees,” Katz said. 

Agate was elected to the 
State Supreme Court in No-
vember 2004 and served on 
the court’s Civil Term bench 
in Queens County until his 
retirement last year. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.The agency is also consider-

ing installing stop signs, traf-
fic signals and other potential 
adjustments at several inter-
sections, enhancing marking 
at key intersections and in-

stalling markings to designate 
three lanes through the tem-
porary removal of two to three 
parking spaces on 37th Avenue 
and Main Street.

friendly.
 Vallone said many of those 

problems could be addressed, 
but that it is really about fight-
ing bureaucracy in making 
things more accessible and 
affordable for low- to middle-
income seniors.

 “Today is your chance to 
say how to make District 19 
the best it can be for our se-
niors,” Vallone said. “Unless 
you tell me about it, I can’t go 
back to the agencies to try to 
have them get it done.”

 The matters discussed 
at Wednesday’s age-friendly 
meeting won’t end there, he 
vowed.

 The initiative was made 
possible by $400,000 in funding 
from the City Council, which, 
in partnership with the New 
York Academy of Medicine, 
will be spent cataloguing the 
suggestions of older residents 
and leveraging the expertise 
of community leaders in each 
selected neighborhood to ad-
dress those matters.

 Age-friendly initiative 
Project Manager Meghan 
Lynch, with the New York 
Academy of Medicine, said 
that many of the problems she 
has heard from around the 
city are different and unique 
to each council district.

 Plans in other districts 
have led to the creation of 
senior swim times at public 
pools, an expansion of the City-
Bench program and the imple-

mentation of age-friendly local 
business initiatives.

 “We want to build a plan 
and come in and make changes 
that will hopefully make your 
lives better here in District 
19,” the first draft of which 
Lynch said would be released 
by April 16.

 Many of the attendees 
filled out surveys that will 
help the initiative administra-
tors determine where to al-
locate resources. The surveys 
are available to residents of 
Council District 19, which in-
corporates Auburndale, Bay-
side, Bay Terrace, Beechhurst, 
College Point, Douglaston, Lit-
tle Neck, North Flushing and 
Whitestone, online at http://
www.nyam.org/agefriend-
lynyc/.   
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ate jobs and we’re going to 
create community benefits,” 
Neira said. 

The $3 billion Willets Point 
Development Plan, which ex-
panded from 62 acres to 108.9 
acres, includes a megamall to 
be built on parkland, mixed-
income housing, a hotel,  
community facilities and a 
convention center.

The current plan refers 
to the first phase of Willets 
Point, which covers 23 acres 
of the entire 62-acre site. The 
remaining 39 acres will not 
be affected in the near fu-
ture. 

Sunrise Coop, which is in 
the first phase, filed a lawsuit 
Feb. 4 against the city and 
developers, calling the city’s 
relocation effort ineffective. 

It also argued the mega-
mall needed approval by the 
state Legislature to be built 
on land designated as park-
land and questioned $42.6 
million in tax incentives 
awarded to developers by the 
city. 

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) said the Sunrise 
Coop was born in her office 
and that she worked with the 
group to broker the agree-
ment.

Ferreras said she will 
work with groups in the 
phase two area who have ap-
proached her at a later time. 

“This has set a great prec-
edent,” Ferreras said. “It’s 
not commonplace to engage 
with tenants this way.” 

The EDC created the $3.5 
million NYCEDC Supplemen-
tal Benefit fund and the $3 
million Willets Point Busi-
ness Co-Relocation Fund, in 
addition to relocation ben-

efits offered through the city.
Businesses had to be ten-

ants on city-owned property 
in the phase one area plan-
ning to relocate with four 
other businesses to be eligi-
ble for the co-relocation fund. 
Businesses are eligible for 
$60,000. Funds are available 
through the end of the year.

The EDC approved 32 of 47 
forms filled out by business-
es for the co-relocation fund. 
About 100 of the original 130 
businesses have relocated 
and about 70 have used the 
supplemental benefit fund, 
which distributed more than 
$1.4 million to Willets Point 
tenants..

The EDC has been pay-
ing Sunrise Coop’s $73,000 
monthly rent since early 
2014. 

“We are pleased to have 
reached an agreement that 
will ultimately advance this 
project while helping this 
group of businesses stay and 
thrive in New York City,” an 
EDC spokeswoman said. 

Queens Development 
Group said the settlement 
will ensure the success of the 
development plan. 

“From reversing 100 years 
of pollution on 23 acres of 
contaminated land to bring-
ing thousands of good-paying 
jobs to the borough, this plan 
will rejuvenate a community 
that has been neglected for 
far too long,” the group said 
in a statement. 

Groups outside of the first 
phase said the settlement 
only benefits Sunrise Coop. 

“Julissa and these people 
created Sunrise Co-op to ma-
nipulate this area and make 
the community think that 
they’re doing a good deal, 
but they’re not doing a good 
deal,” said Arturo Olaya, 
president of the Willets Point 
Defense Committee.  

ing judge at the human traf-
ficking interventioncourt in 
Queens, testified before the 
committee on behalf of organi-
zations and victims. 

In 2004, a human traffick-
ing intervention court was 
established in Queens County. 
The courts exist in all five bor-
oughs. --The state Assembly 
recently passed a package of 
anti-human trafficking bills 
whose provisions include in-
creased penalties across the 
board for human trafficking 
and labor trafficking, mandat-
ed prostitution offenses and 
services to human trafficking 
victims and a human traffick-
ing hotline. 

In October, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo signed a law requir-

ing case records involving 
16- or 17-year-old victims to be 
sealed so that future employ-
ers cannot find out about their 
history.

Yasmeen Hamza, director 
of client services for the New 
York Asian Women’s Center, 
which has offices in Manhat-
tan, Brooklyn and Queens , 
said the organization went 
from serving 170 women in 
2013 to 258 in 2014, forcing 
them to temporarily stop tak-
ing clients from Queens for a 
couple of months. They still 
accepted clients from Queens 
in emergency situations.

The organization no longer 
serves Brooklyn or Nassau 
County due to increased de-
mand. 

An NYAWC intern or staff 
member attends court weekly 
and meets with the women, 
from the moment they are 
mandated to havea given num-

ber of sessions. 
Hamza said funding from 

the City Council would en-
able the center to send its staff 
members to human traffick-
ing courts in all five boroughs, 
run their Asian Women’s em-
powerment program once or 
twice a week and fund work-
force development and ESL 
classes. 

“The funding would al-
low us to really effectively 
serve the women through the 
courts,” Hamza said.

No amount of funding has 
been determined yet, but Lanc-
man said it is something that 
should be considered down the 
line.

“We want funding for these 
organizations to be on the 
table and it should be an ap-
propriate amount of funding 
given how much is at stake 
and how important it is to the 
city,” he said.
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City Public Advocate Le-

titia James praised the arch-
bishop, saying, “He was not 
afraid to stand up for what is 
right and to cross bridges and 
break down walls.” The large 
gathering  left the cathedral 
and marched through a snow 
squall to the corner of Ditmars 
and 33rd Street, now called 

Archbishop Iakovos of Amer-
ica Way.

“It’s an honor to be part 
of renaming this street after 
Archbishop Iakovos, who was 
the spiritual leader on a na-
tional level and a cornerstone 
of the Greek-American com-
munity,” Gianaris said. “It is 
fitting that a street will now 
bear his name in a neighbor-
hood that benefitted so much 
from his work to make the 
world a better place. I hope 
this street will inspire future 

generations to follow the ex-
emplary way in which he lived 
his life.”

President Jimmy Carter 
awarded Iakovos the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom in 
1980. He died in 2005 at the age 
of 93.

“He was a man who brought 
people of all faiths together,” 
Constantinides said. “The val-
ues that he stood for go way 
beyond 33rd Street. Now all of 
the passers-by who come to As-
toria will know his name.”

Continued from Page 11 
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Maspeth played with the 

same heart, unselfishness 
and belief in itself that it dis-
played throughout its histor-
ic playoff run. 

It just ran into The Park 
School squad that executed 
better and used its length 
to make running its system 
tougher on the Argonauts.

“They are probably the 
biggest team we have seen,” 
Maspeth guard Paolo Tamer 
said. “They are longer than 
what we have seen and we 
couldn’t get as many re-
bounds as we usually do.” 

The Argonauts hung with 
the bigger, quicker Park 
School for the half before a 
poor start to the third quar-
ter put an eventual 70-51 loss 
in state Federation Class B 
boys’ basketball final out of 
reach Sunday at UAlbany’s 
SEFCU Arena. Maspeth 
won a PSAL city title in its 
first varsity season and ral-
lied from an 18-point second 
deficit in the second quarter 
to beat Dwight in the Fed-
eration semifinals. The Ar-
gonauts believed it had one 
more rally in it. 

“When we started falling 
behind in the first half, we 
started telling ourselves we 
can do it again,” senior for-
ward Michal Bugaj said. “We 

did it yesterday. We did it be-
fore in games that we played. 
There was no doubt that we 
could have done it again. We 
just didn’t pull through.” 

The Argonauts (28-2) 
trailed 35-24 at the half after 
a bucket by Tamer Tamer, 
Paolo’s younger brother in 
the closing seconds. They 
were down just nine when 
Brandon Laboy began the 
third quarter with a hoop. It 
was all The Park School after 
that. The Pioneers responded 
with 15-3 run to push their 
advantage to 50-29 in the 
fourth.

Maspeth Coach Anastasia 
Bitis said her team was tired 
from the wild comeback from 
the night before and felt some 
pressure for the first time. It 
wanted to complement its city 
crown with a state title.  

Even when it was getting 
out of reach, the Maspeth 
crowd kept cheering every 
point like it gave their team 
a lead. The players kept hus-
tling and Argonauts never 
stopped thinking it could ral-
ly until the closing minutes. 

“They fight and they 
fought again,” Bitis said. 

Paolo Tamer led Maspeth 
with 17 points and Bugaj 
added nine. The Argonauts 
had no answer for 6-foot-7 
Park School forward Jordan 

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
Three was supposed to be 

the magic number for Christ 
the King in the New York State 
Federation Class AA final 
against Wings.

The Royals boys’ basketball 
team, seeking a historic third-
straight crown, used a barrage 
of three-pointers to a first half 
lead and looked to be cruising 
to another title. Instead the 
Wings used three trays in just 
under 2:00 to help spark a wild 
run that allowed them to over-
come a 12-point fourth quarter 
to stun the Royals. 

“It happen so fast that I 
didn’t even know what was 
going on,” Royals star Rawle 
Alkins said. 

Christ the King fell 79-73 to 
PSAL champion Wings in the 
championship game at UAl-
bany March 28. Alkins paced 
four Royals in double figures 
with 24 points. Jose Alvarado 
chipped in 16. Wings senior 
center Jesse Govan scored 24 
points and classmate Desure 
Buie and Efrain DeJesus each 
added 16 points. 

“They came out and they 
hit a lot of big-time shots and 
their seniors, that’s what se-
niors are supposed to do. They 
played great,” Christ the King 
Coach Joe Arbitello said. 

Once the Royals went ahead 
60-48, things started to go 
downhill. DeJesus and Kevin 
Saylor hit back-to-back three-
pointers to cut the CK lead to 
62-54 to start the rally. 

“As soon as [Saylor] hit that 
three, that was the turning 
point,” Arbitello said. 

Wings (28-2) went on a 12-0 
run following two free throws 
from Alkins that put the Roy-
als ahead 64-56. A three from 
Buie with 2:32 to play in the 
game gave Wings a 67-64 lead. 
The Royals pulled as close as 
72-69 after two Alkins’ free 
throws at the 1:01 mark. Wings 
answered with Buie finding 
Govan for a two-handed slam 
with 34 seconds remaining in 

the contest. Arbitello saw his 
team struggling and Wings 
heating up. 

“I thought a couple of balls 
rolled out on us, we missed 
free throws down the stretch, 
and they made the big shots,” 
he said. 

The Royals (25-5) for the 
first three-plus quarters of 
the game didn’t look like they 
were going to miss. They shot 
50 percent from three-point 
range before the break. When 
the shots eventually weren’t 
falling, Christ the King con-
tinued to shoot jumpers. Sec-
ond half points were harder 
to come by with a motivated 
Govan in the paint. 

“We settled too much,” 
Alkins said. “We came out hot 
in the beginning of the game, 
so I think we thought we were 
going to come out hot in the 
second half.’

Christ the King wasn’t able 

to make history upstate, so its 
sights turn to doing it back 
home next year. It will try 
to do something no program 
has done by winning a fourth 
straight CHSAA Class AA In-
tersectional title and a return 
trip to Albany. It may do so 
without Alkins, who will need 
to get a waiver for another year 
after playing varsity games in 
Florida as an eighth-grader. 
Arbitello is still confident in 
his club.  

“We don’t expect to lose,” 
Arbitello said. “The thing 
about Christ the King is it’s 
going to be a long time before 
certain teams are going to 
come back to the state tourna-
ment. We’re expected to come 
back here every year. You got 
four juniors and a sophomore 
and everyone comes back, it’s 
a reloading process not a re-
building process. “

Continued on Page 53

Christ the King's Rawle Alkins looks to attack the basket against Wings.  
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Maspeth huddles up during the state Federation title game.  
Photo by Ken Maldonado

CK misses its mark

Maspeth HS’s magic 
runs out in Albany

Wings stop team’s push for historic state three-peat
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Winning a state title was 

the goal for Christ the King 
girls’ basketball team when 
the season started despite 
those on the outside unsure 
if a young and inexperienced 
team was capable of achieving 
it. 

The Royals sure came close 
CK’s quest for the crown 

ended with a 66-52 loss to a 
veteran Long Island Lutheran 
team in the state Federation 
Class AA girls’ basketball fi-
nal at UAlbany’s SEFCU Are-
na Saturday. 

The Crusaders have now 
won two consecutive AA Fed-
eration crowns and boast a 
senior class that also won four 
titles from three different clas-
sifications in five years.  LuHi 
beat the Royals 58-45 in early 
February. CK was making its 
first trip upstate since 2010. 

“I think they deserved to 
be here,” CK coach Bob Mack-
ey said of his team. “I think 
we were the two best teams 
in the state. Were we ready to 
be here? Third quarter maybe 
not, second quarter we defi-
nitely were. That’s the prob-
lem with some youth.” 

Dominique Toussaint led 
Christ the King with 18 points. 

Sydney Zambrotta and Kaela 
Kinder each added 13. Cam-
bria Heights-native and Mich-
igan-commit Lauren “Boogie” 
Brozoski paced LuHi with 24 
points and Seton Hall-bound 
post Taylor Byrne added 15 
points and 14 rebounds. Byrne 
became a handful for CK in 
the paint.  

“In my mind, she was the 
MVP,” Mackey said. “I thought 
Taylor outplayed our posts and 
I though that was kind of big.”

His team closed the second 
quarter on a 9-0 run, capped by 
a Zambrotta layup, to take a 27-
26 lead into the half. Toussaint 
said going up at the break gave 
her team a false sense of secu-

rity and led to them coming 
out flat for the third quarter. 

“I think we were feeling 
a little too overly confident,” 
Toussaint said. “I think we 
were going into it like, ‘Oh, we 
already got this.’”  

The jump shots that fell in 
the first half didn’t do so out 
of the gate and Long Island 

Lutheran scored on the first 
two possessions of the third 
quarter. The Crusaders finally 
gained some separation from 
the Royals with a 10-2 run. A 
three by Grace Stone put the 
Crusaders up 43-33 with 2:10 to 
go in the third. 

CK (21-8) scored the final 
five points of the frame to 
only trail by five going into 
the fourth. It couldn’t sustain 
the momentum. LuHi (21-4) 
pushed the lead back to 10 and 
the Royals never got closer 
than 52-44 at the 5:13 mark of 
the fourth. CK did not score 
another field goal until an Ivy 
Coles basket with 30.2 remain-
ing in the game. 

“They kept us out of the 
paint,” Mackey said. “We were 
looking to get it to the baseline. 
They shut the baseline down.”

Christ the King didn’t reach 
the pinnacle of a state Federa-
tion crown, but a diocesan and 
CHSAA state titles will do for 
now for this group that loses 
just five seniors and two start-
ers. Next year they are ready 
for more. 

“We are planning on com-
ing back for the state cham-
pionship,” Toussaint said. “I 
think we are more prepared 
now than ever.”

Rawle Alkins sat on the end 
of the scorers’ table staring 
into an uncertain future. 

A 79-73 loss to Wings in 
the state Federation Class AA 
boys’ basketball final could be 
the last time the junior  star 
wears a Christ the King uni-
form. The Royals failed to be-
come the first program to win 
three straight Federation titles 
at the highest classification.

“Man, it’s really over,” said 
Alkins of what went through 
his mind. “I worked so hard to 
get back here for our legacy for 
me and my coach. It ended up 
not going our way.”

He hopes that is not the case 
when he and the school will pe-
tition the state for a waiver for 

his return. Alkins, the reign-
ing CHSAA regular season 
and playoff MVP, played eight 
varsity games off the bench 

as an eighth grader for Palm 
Beach Central High School be-
fore moving back to Brooklyn. 
New York State allows a high 

school student only four years 
of eligibility unless granted 
a waiver. If it were denied 
he would have to go to prep 
school. The reality of things 
wasn’t lost on Alkins. 

“I might not come back 
next year,” he said. “So I mean, 
I guess this is it.”

His weekend on the court 
was far from a Hollywood 
ending. Alkins, a 6-foot-5, 
205-pound forward, scored just 
six points in Christ the King’s 
comeback win over Long Is-
land Lutheran in the semifi-
nals. He netted 24 in the title 
game against Wings, but was 
unable to keep the Royals from 
losing an 11-point lead with 
5:00 to play in the game.   

If this is it for him, he will 
not be remembered as the kid 
who lost his last game at Christ 
the King, but one who helped 
produce an unprecedented 
era of winning. He is the only 
player in school history to win 
three CHSAA Intersectional 
titles and also win two state 
crowns. This season Alkins 

also became the first boys’ 
player at CK to record a triple 
double.

“This ride was been amaz-
ing,” Alkins said. “I loved ev-
ery part of it.” 

Christ the King coach Joe 
Arbitello said he didn’t talk to 
Alkins after the season-ending 
loss like this was his last game 
coaching him. That is a con-
versation for another day and 
at a different moment in time. 
In his mind, Christ the King 
doesn’t need him back to make 
a run for another city and Fed-
eration title, but boy would he 
love for him to be back.

“We will figure it out,” Ar-
bitello said. “We lost. It’s not 
like it’s urgent to bring him 
back. I want him back because 
he wants to be back. I want 
him back because he is a great 
kid.”

It is exactly what came 
across talking to Alkins right 
after the lost to Wings. He 
didn’t run from the moment, 
but lived in it. You got the 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Christ the King junior Rawle Alkins takes a seat on the scorer's table af-
ter his team lost in the state Federation Class AA final. It may have been 
his last game with the Royals. Photo by Ken Maldonado

CK player Dominique Toussaint looks for an opening.  Photo by Ken Maldonado

Alkins at peace with potential end to CK career

Christ the King girls fall short of state title

Continued on Page 53
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sense Alkins wanted to say a 
proper goodbye. 

He thanked Christ the King 
for the opportunities it provid-
ed him, the pack of reporters 
around him for their coverage, 
and finally his teammates, es-

pecially after how they played 
in the semifinals.

“My team was just amaz-
ing, especially yesterday,” 
Alkins said. “I was struggling. 
They held me down. They won 
the game for me and the pro-
gram. They proved it’s not the 
Rawle Alkins show like Joe 
Arbitello said. It’s the Christ 
the King show.”

It may go back to simply 
that next year, but the Rawle 
Alkins portion of the show 
was great fun. There were 
dazzling dunks, remarkable 
personal growth from a shy 
freshman to an engaging and 
genuine junior and kid who 
proved just how cool winning 
and winning big can be

Nwora. The junior scored 
29 points and grabbed 12 re-
bounds. Randy Golda added 
14 points and 11 boards.   

The end may have been 

disappointment, but the jour-
ney there was a special one. 

Maspeth put its program 
on the map and gained many 
fans, thanks to the players 
spirit and unselfish play.    

“It’s been a great experi-
ence for everyone,” Paolo 
Tamer said. “No one expected 
us to be here. No one.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
ALBANY – Springfield 

Gardens honored alum An-
thony Mason to the end. There 
were numerous occasions for 
the Golden Eagles to roll over 
against a hot shooting Albany 
Academy team, but the club 
battled until it couldn’t any-
more.

“He was a furious player 
who fought to the end and 
that’s what I told my guys,” 
Springfield Gardens coach An-
gelo Buono said. “We are going 
to play in memory of him.”

Springfield Gardens fell 
60-51 to Albany Academy in 
the New York State Federation 
Class A boys’ basketball final 
last Friday at UAlbany. The 
team wore green T-shirts dur-
ing warm ups with Mason’s 
name and number on them and 
sent a photo of it to his family 
before the game. Mason, who 
suffered a major heart attack, 
died Feb. 28. 

Springfield Gardens’ de-
feat ends a memorable season 
for the Golden Eagles. It won 
its first PSAL city title since 
Mason led them to one in 1983. 
The accomplishment took 
away from the sting of loss in 
the Federation semifinals.   

“We were upset, but not to 

the point where we were cry-
ing and holding our heads 
now,” junior guard Joel Boyce 
said. “At the end of the day we 
are still city champs. We came 
out. We have never been this 
far before. We fought hard 
until the last seconds of the 
game.”

Springfield Gardens (25-5) 

hung right with Albany Acad-
emy until midway through the 
third quarter, trailing by just 
two with 5:30 to play in the 
frame. The Cadets, who were 
hot from the three-point range 
in the first quarter, scored 
at will in the paint after the 
break. Albany Academy (17–3) 
went on a 14-0 run to grab a 44-

28 lead with a minute to go in 
the quarter. Hameir Wright 
capped the spurt with a feed to 
Max Roemer for a hoop. 

“Our help side defense 
was very weak, “ Buono said. 
“We weren’t making our rota-
tions over and just kind of fell 
apart.”

Sophomore Wright, who 

has mid-major Division I schol-
arship offers, caused problem 
for the Golden Eagles all after-
noon. He scored 24 points and 
his 6-foot-7 frame and athleti-
cism forced Springfield Gar-
dens to change its shots in the 
paint. 

The Golden Eagles weath-
ered Albany Academy’s out-
side shooting barrage early 
on. It made four first-quarter 
three-pointers and lead 14-6. 
Springfield Garden rallied 
back. Daniel Kissoon hit a 
three to start a 10-0 run. A Tra-
vis Raynor hoop put Spring-
field Gardens up 16-14 heading 
into the second quarter. 

The Golden Eagles went up 
22-21 on a Boyce layup late in 
the frame, but four straight 
points put Albany Academy for 
good at 25-22 at the half. Buono 
felt good about things despite 
senior guard Ian Howard on 
the bench in foul trouble, but 
the Cadets pulled away in the 
third.  Springfield Gardens 
kept pushing to get back into 
game and was within eight 
with 1:01 to play.  

“We are a gritty team,” 
Boyce said. “Even if thing 
aren’t going our way, we are 
still going to try our best to 
fight back, until the last sec-
ond of the game.”  
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Maspeth

Springfield Gardens' Travis Raynor goes up strong to the hoop against Albany Academy.  
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Springfi eld Gdns. keeps Mase’s spirit going 

Blockshots

Despite loss to Albany Academy, Golden Eagles honor alum Anthony Mason to the end
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Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105
718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH
Offering First Steps  

Program for  
4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

At Mathnasium, we help kids in 1st-12th 
grade reach their potential in math by 
teaching in a way that makes sense to 
them. Kids leap way ahead – whether they 
started out far behind or already ahead in 
math. We make math make sense.


