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BY BILL PARRY

Developers have a deal in 
place that will allow them 
to build the tallest building 
in Queens, next to the iconic 
Clock Tower, now that MTA 
board members voted to sell 
478,000 square feet of air 
rights for $56 million .

  When finalized, the agree-

ment reached March 24, will 
give three parcels of land at 
Northern Boulevard and 40th 
Road to Queens Plaza Devel-
opment LLC, which includes 
developers Property Markets 
Group and the Hakim Orga-
nization,  the proper zoning 
to build the new 77-story resi-
dential skyscraper on Queens 
Plaza.

The proposed tower would 
be located at 29-37 41st Ave., 
along side the Clock Tower 
building that was “calen-
dared” by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission last 
week. The commission’s unani-
mous vote ensures that the old 
building, owned by Property 
Markets Group, will receive 

A CNG Publication • Vol. 3, No. 22 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

BY BILL PARRY

U.S. Reps. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) and Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) joined several other 
members of Congress and advo-
cates to welcome the inclusion of 
Sikh, Hindu and Arab American 
communities in the Department 
of Justice hate crimes tracking ef-
fort. It is the final step in a three-
year-long effort to encourage the 
federal government to finally be-
gin tracking and quantifying hate 
crimes against these at-risk com-
munities.

The move comes three years 
after the tragic massacre in Oak 
Creek, Wis. in which a white su-
premacist gunned down six in-
dividuals worshipping at a Sikh 
temple, and just over a month after 
a Long Island man was indicted 

by a Queens grand jury in a hate 
crime case in Ozone Park. Joseph 
Caleca, 55, allegedly called Sand-
eep Singh “Osama” before ram-
ming him with his pick-up truck 
and dragging his body along a 
street before fleeing the scene in 
July 2014.

“Time and time again, we have 
seen vicious attacks on members 
of Sikh, Hindu and Arab Ameri-
can communities,” Crowley said. 
“Tracking hate crimes is more 
than just putting a number in a 
column - it means giving law en-
forcement agencies the resources 
and information they need to help 
prevent this kind of violence in 
the first place.”

The Department of Justice has 
updated its hate crimes training 
manual to include sections dedi-

A group of Ecuadorian fashion designers — including Justo Santos’ show-
stopping take on overalls and sneaks — showed their work in the Queens 
Museum at a standing-room-only showcase called “Talent from the Andes.”  
More photos on Page 8. Photo by Michael Shain

SALUTE TO STYLE

BY TOM MOMBERG
 
 Property values in Queens 

are on the rebound from the hous-
ing crisis, but despite increases 
in median home values, the con-
cern over the growing number 
of blighted, abandoned houses is 
very much real throughout the 
borough.

 There are currently 172 prop-
erties in Queens that realtors 
call “zombie homes,” according 
to RealtyTrac, a national real es-
tate tracking company. These are 
properties that remained  vacant 
during New York’s nearly three-
year-long foreclosure process, 
and in many cases have fallen 
into disrepair.

 Lenders pay property taxes 
in instances when owners aban-
don homes and fail to complete 
the foreclosure process, but often 
don’t make an attempt to main-
tain or secure the properties. 

 The number 172 hardly com-
pares to the nearly 2,000 zombie 
homes in Nassau County , but 
doesn’t reflect the true number of 
derelict properties in the borough 
either. 

 There are an additional 110 

BY BILL PARRY

The safety of pedestrians and cyclists is the 
focus of the city Department of Transportation’s 
plans for a $100 million redesign of Queens Bou-
levard. The concept was unveiled during a slide 
show presentation for Community Board 2’s 
Transportation Committee Tuesday night.

DOT unveils safe design 
for Boulevard of Death

Vacant houses
blight nabes
around boro

New groups
tracked as

hate targets
Feds include Hindu, Sikh victims

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 9

MTA deal blesses Queens tower

Rendering by SLCE Architects
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Plattduetsche 
RETIREMENT HOME

Visit us on the web at www.plattduetschehome.com

A PLACE WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME AND WELL TAKEN CARE OF

FEATURING
Private Apartments with Balcony 

Personal Care Assistance

“The Best Kept Home 
on Long Island”

FLEXIBLE

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, APRIL 11 
1:00PM TO 4:00PM
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BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) and sex trafficking ad-
vocates are calling on the 
city to provide more fund-
ing for victims. 

Lancman, chairman of 
the City Council’s Courts 
and Legal Services Com-
mittee, along with social 
service providers and sur-
vivors, rallied at City Hall 
last week  .

“The city currently pro-
vides no dedicated fund-
ing to the organizations 
who are providing these 
services,” Lancman said. 
“Some of the organizations 
are very large organiza-
tions that deal with lots of 

different issues relating to 
women’s rights, domestic 
issues and others are small 
organizations that focus on 
this exclusively.”

The organizations in-

clude Sanctuary for Fami-
lies, Restore NYC, the New 
York Asian Women’s Cen-
ter and Girls Educational & 
Mentoring Services. Traf-
ficking survivors Shandra 

Woworuntu and Iryna, who 
is only identified by her 
first name, also spoke. 

Following the rally, 
Lancman held a budget 
hearing in which Toko Ser-
ita, the presiding judge at 
the human trafficking in-
terventioncourt in Queens, 
testified before the commit-
tee on behalf of organiza-
tions and victims. 

In 2004, a human traf-
ficking intervention court 
was established in Queens 
County. The courts exist 
in all five boroughs. --The 
state Assembly recently 
passed a package of anti-
human trafficking bills 
whose provisions include 
increased penalties across 
the board for human traf-
ficking and labor traffick-

ing, mandated prostitution 
offenses and services to 
human trafficking victims 
and a human trafficking 
hotline. 

In October, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo signed a law requir-
ing case records involving 
16- or 17-year-old victims 
to be sealed so that future 
employers cannot find out 
about their history.

Yasmeen Hamza, direc-
tor of client services for the 
New York Asian Women’s 
Center, which has offices 
in Manhattan, Brooklyn 
and Queens , said the orga-
nization went from serving 
170 women in 2013 to 258 in 
2014, forcing them to tem-
porarily stop taking clients 
from Queens for a couple of 
months. They still accept-

ed clients from Queens in 
emergency situations.

The organization no 
longer serves Brooklyn or 
Nassau County due to in-
creased demand. 

An NYAWC intern or 
staff member attends court 
weekly and meets with the 
women, from the moment 
they are mandated to havea 
given number of sessions. 

Hamza said funding 
from the City Council 
would enable the center to 
send its staff members to 
human trafficking courts 
in all five boroughs, run 
their Asian Women’s em-
powerment program once 
or twice a week and fund 
workforce development and 
ESL classes. 

BY MADINA TOURE

The Sunrise Coopera-
tive, a group of 48 Willets 
Point auto shop owners, 
is receiving a nearly $5.8 
million settlement from 
the city to relocate to and 
complete renovations at its 
South Bronx space.

The deal, reached March 
20, provides the group with 
funds for fire safety, sew-
age facilities, office space 
and equipment at its new 
84,000-square-foot space at 
1080 Leggett Ave. in Hunts 
Point.  

The city Economic De-
velopment Corporation 
will pay $4.8 million  and 
the Queens Development 
Group, the site developers, 
will provide $960,000. The 
Sunrise Coop will contrib-
ute $143,000. The group 
must leave the hardscrab-
ble site by June 1.    The 
agreement also ends Sun-
rise’s suit against the city.

The group is signing a 
contract with the construc-
tion company and hopes to 
save some of the settlement 
funds to pay rent through-
out the construction pro-
cess, which will take about 

nine months, said Marco 
Neira, Sunrise Coop’s pres-
ident. 

“We’re going to give a 
service to the community, 
so it’s important for the 
mayor to help us to have 
some kind of business 
which is going to create 
jobs and we’re going to cre-

ate community benefits,” 
Neira said. 

The $3 billion Willets 
Point Development Plan, 
which expanded from 62 
acres to 108.9 acres, in-
cludes a megamall to be 
built on parkland, mixed-
income housing, a hotel,  
community facilities and a 

convention center.
The current plan refers 

to the first phase of Wil-
lets Point, which covers 23 
acres of the entire 62-acre 
site. The remaining 39 
acres will not be affected in 
the near future. 

Sunrise Coop, which is 
in the first phase, filed a 

lawsuit Feb. 4 against the 
city and developers, calling 
the city’s relocation effort 
ineffective. 

It also argued the mega-
mall needed approval by 
the state Legislature to be 
built on land designated as 
parkland and questioned 
$42.6 million in tax incen-
tives awarded to developers 
by the city. 

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) said the Sunrise 
Coop was born in her office 
and that she worked with 
the group to broker the 
agreement.

Ferreras said she will 
work with groups in the 
phase two area who have 
approached her at a later 
time. 

“This has set a great 
precedent,” Ferreras said. 
“It’s not commonplace to 
engage with tenants this 
way.” 

The EDC created the 
$3.5 million NYCEDC 
Supplemental Benefit fund 
and the $3 million Willets 
Point Business Co-Reloca-
tion Fund, in addition to 
relocation benefits offered 
through the city.

Businesses had to be 
tenants on city-owned prop-
erty in the phase one area 
planning to relocate with 
four other businesses to be 
eligible for the co-reloca-
tion fund. Businesses are 
eligible for $60,000. Funds 
are available through the 
end of the year.

The EDC approved 32 of 
47 forms filled out by busi-
nesses for the co-relocation 
fund. About 100 of the origi-
nal 130 businesses have re-
located and about 70 have 
used the supplemental ben-
efit fund, which distributed 
more than $1.4 million to 
Willets Point tenants..

The EDC has been pay-
ing Sunrise Coop’s $73,000 
monthly rent since early 
2014. 

“We are pleased to have 
reached an agreement that 
will ultimately advance 
this project while helping 
this group of businesses 
stay and thrive in New 
York City,” an EDC spokes-
woman said. 

Queens Development 
Group said the settlement 
will ensure the success of 
the development plan. 

Willets Pt. auto group reaches settlement
Sunrise Coop gets $5.8m from city, developers to fi nance relocation to new home in South Bronx

Lancman, sex traffi cking groups seek city funds for victims

Councilman Lancman and sex trafficking advocates are asking the 
City Council to provide more funds for victims.

The city has awarded the Sunrise Cooperative $5.8 million to fund its relocation to the Bronx.
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BY BILL PARRY
 
With hundreds of visi-

tors from Greece in town for 
last Sunday’s annual Greek 
Independence Day parade 
on Manhattan’s Fifth Av-
enue, Astoria held two spe-
cial events on Saturday. 
First a street co-naming 
for a longtime leader of the 
Eastern Orthodox Church 
followed by the unveiling 
of a new statue in Athens 
Square Park.

In conjunction with the 
commemoration of the 194th 
anniversary of Greek inde-
pendence from 400 years of 
Turkish-Ottoman control, 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) and 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria), the first Greek-
American to hold elected 
office in New York, had the 
state Senate and Assembly 
adopt a resolution proclaim-
ing March 2015 to be Greek 
History Month in New 
York.

Members of the Greek 
military and government, 
and a dance troupe from 
Anatolia College in Thes-
saloikjoined hundreds of 
Astoria residents 

for the unveiling of a 
bronze statue of Sophocles, 
the final piece of the Athens 
Square Park project.

The seven-foot sculp-
ture of the playwright, by 
neighborhood artist Chris 

Vilardi, joins a bronze bust 
of Aristotle, a sculpture of 
Socrates, a statue of Ath-
ena and the three fluted 
Doric columns that form 
the granite centerpiece of 
the park. Greece’s Presi-
dential Guard made the 
trip from Athens and stood 
at attention in traditional 
military costumes in front 
of the columns as past and 
present community leaders 
and elected officials praised 
Dennis Syntilas, the driv-
ing force behind the park’s 
creation, who died in Janu-
ary at the age of 85.

“It’s too bad Dennis 
couldn’t be here to see his 
dream come true,” Gianaris 
said. “He made so many sac-
rifices not just for this park 
but for the Greek commu-
nity and all the immigrants 
who made their way here 
over the decades.”

The former Speaker of 
the City Council, Paul Val-
lone, Sr., who represented 
Astoria from 1974 to 2001, 
said he was the first to con-
tribute to the fund-raising 
efforts for Athens Square. 

“Thirty-two years ago 
this was nothing but an emp-
ty space where kids were up 
to no good,” he said, “until 
Dennis had this dream.”

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
watched as a young man as 
Syntilas’ “grand vision” un-
folded. “His efforts to make 

Athens Square Park a real-
ity, navigating through all 
the government agencies 
along the way,  he wouldn’t 
give up and now it is an icon-
ic part of the Astoria land-
scape,” he said. “I’m sure he 
was with us in spirit.”

Earlier Saturday, most of 
the throng at the park was 
part of a standing-room-
only crowd that packed into 
St. Catherine and St. George 
Cathedral, the Eastern Or-
thodox Church at 22-30 33rd 
St., to celebrate the life of 
Iakovos. As the leader of 
the Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese of North and South 
America for 37 years, from 
1959-1996, he was a vocal 
supporter of the civil rights 
movement and marched 
with Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and other leaders 
in Selma in 1965.

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) called the archbishop 
a “symbol of courage and 
conviction” not just for the 
Greek-Orthodox faith but 
for all Americans. 

“At a time when many 
were silent, the archbishop 
marched against hatred 
and oppression,” Simotas 
said. “It is truly fitting that 
we honor him ahead on the 
50th anniversary of the 
archbishop and Reverend 
King’s civil rights march on 
Selma.” 

Astoria's Greek community unveils its new statue of Sophocles in Athens Square Park. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Astoria’s Greek community
names street for archbishop

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY BILL PARRY

An Elmhurst resident 
was the second of two fatal 
victims pulled from the rub-
ble of the East Village gas 
explosion Sunday. 

Moises Locon, 27, who 
worked as a busboy at Sushi 
Park,was positively identi-
fied by the city medical ex-
aminer’s office Wednesday 
through the use of DNA evi-
dence. His family has been 
notified, according to city 
officials..

Locon worked in New 
York City for the last seven 
years, saving up money to 
return to his native Gua-
temala to be with his long-
time girlfriend, his cousin 
and roommate, Pablo Yac, 
told The New York Times.

Nelson Figueroa, 23, of 
Washington Heights, was 
the other person to die in 
the collapse.

An “inappropriately” 

tapped gas line in the base-
ment of Sushi Park likely 
caused the explosion last 
week, according to Mayor 
Bill de Blasio.  A total of 25 
people were injured in the 
catastrophic blaze and col-
lapse that followed among 
the injured were five fire-
fighters, although none of 
injuries were considered 
serious, according to the 
FDNY.  

More than 250 firefight-
ers, EMTs and paramedics 
responded during the rare 
seven-alarm turnout. At 
the Woodhaven fire March 
18, over 165 FDNY members 
responded and two were in-
jured when a row of eight 
homes were significantly 
damaged. In the two weeks 
since several Queens elect-
ed officials have stepped 
forward in a campaign that 
began with a March 16 rally 
on the steps of City Hall to 
show they stand in support 

of over 1,400 newly hired 
FDNY firefighters who lack 
disability protection.

Advocates say that 
should they be burned, seri-
ously injured or paralyzed 

on the job, the disability 
protection for a probation-
ary firefighter equals only 
about $10,000 per year, or 
$27 per day. The dispar-
ity began with former Gov. 
David Paterson reducing 
disability for firefighters 
hired after July 2009.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) spoke to over 
350 firefighters at the  rally 
saying, “This administra-
tion says it cares about fair-
ness, but what is fair about 
$27 a day for New York’s 
Bravest if they get hurt 
while risking their lives? 
Every firefighter is taking 
the same risk, and every 
firefighter deserves the as-
surance that their families 
will be provided for should 
anything happen on the job. 
We can not allow the city to 
cut corners when it comes to 
fundamental public safety.”

Carlos Azevedo, a proba-

tionary firefighter assigned 
to Engine 316 in Elmhurst, 
said, “The two-tier system 
doesn’t work. It doesn’t 
make sense to be across 
the table from another fire-
fighter, knowing his family 
will be taken care of if some-
thing happens, and knowing 
that your family is not going 
to get the same protection if 
something happens. It just 
doesn’t add up for the job 
that we do. Would you put 
your life on the line for $27 
a day?”

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
evoked memories of the 9/11 
attacks at the rally. “Could 
you imagine standing here 
in the shadow of the old 
World Trade Center talking 
about cutting firefighters’ 
disability benefits, about 
having two tiers for dis-
ability benefits? It would be 
unthinkable and it really is 
unconscionable.”

Elmhurst resident Moises Locon was one of the two bodies found 
in the rubble of the East Village collapse. Photo courtesy Facebook

Elmhurst man lost in East Village fi re
Borough offi cials revisit campaign for proper disability benefi ts for all FDNY fi refi ghters
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BY MADINA TOURE

Transportation Com-
missioner Polly Trotten-
berg announced several 
new safety and mobility 
measures to address traf-
fic congestion and pedes-
trians safety issues at the 
Flushing Commons con-
struction site  at a meeting 
of Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz’s task 
force for the project. 

The new measures in-
clude two NYPD traffic 
enforcement agents and 
a new dedicated left turn 
lane onto Main Street to 
promote mobility on 37th 
Avenue and Main Street 
and two NYPD traffic 
enforcement agents on 
Roosevelt Avenue and 
Union Street.

The measures also in-
clude a new temporary 
all-way stop sign and one 
NYPD traffic enforcement 
agent on 37th Avenue and 
138th Street and markings 
designating a left turn onto 
Main Street for improved 
traffic flow on 37th Avenue 
approaching Main Street. 

The addition of traf-
fic enforcement agents 
on weekdays  on 37th Av-
enue and Main Street and 
on Roosevelt Avenue and 
Union Street was effective 
March 25. 

The new left turn lane 
and the new markings will 
go into effect later. 

“These actions are sound 
steps that demonstrate the 

DOT’s commitment, and 
continual engagement by 
all stakeholders is neces-
sary to keep the economic 
engine of downtown Flush-
ing running amidst the 
building pains of develop-
ment,” Katz said. 

The first phase of the 
project, which is scheduled 
to be completed by 2017, 
will open a portion of the 
municipal lot as an under-
ground garage is being 
built. It will also have 150 
units of market-rate hous-
ing and 219,000 square feet 
of commercial space.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said the new 
measures a good step in 
the right direction but 
said more work needs to be 
done. 

Additional measures 
Avella said should be im-
plemented include traffic 
agents at the site all day 
long as opposed to during 
rush hour and a traffic 
light or all way stop on 37th 
Avenue and Union Street.

“It still doesn’t go far 
enough, but at least we’ll 
have some relief,” he said. 

Ikhwan Rim, president 

of the Union Street Small 
Business Association, said 
the new measure will help 
reduce traffic congestion 
in the area and bring back 
more customers to Flush-
ing businesses. 

But he said the develop-
ers have not held up their 
end of the bargain and that 
they are not giving back to 
the community. 

“If you go there, they 
haven’t kept their word,” 
Rim said. “There weren’t 
any people outside direct-
ing pedestrians. I walk 
there every day.”

BY TOM MOMBERG

 Bayside is one of two 
neighborhoods in Queens 
that was recently selected 
to be a part of the New York 
City Council’s “Age-friend-
ly Neighborhoods Initia-
tive,” which is attempting 
to make the city and its 
naturally-occurring retire-
ment communities more 
accommodating to older in-
dividuals.

 Roughly 75 Baysiders 
turned up at the Clearview 
Selfhelp Senior Center 
Wednesday to participate in 
the discussion and find ways 
to increase seniors’ access 
to services and resources in 
northeast Queens.

 As one of the initiative’s 
biggest proponents, City 
Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) was excited to 
announce that his district 
was one of only 13 chosen 
from around the five bor-
oughs. Far Rockaway was 
the other neighborhood 
from Queens chosen for the 
initiative.

 Vallone, who led 
Wednesday’s meeting, said 
the city is constantly trying 
to find better ways to com-
municate to all residents 
about the legal, social or 
transportation services 
that are available to them, 
which some people may just 
not be aware of.

 “Sometimes we hear, 
‘Oh, I didn’t know I could 
use that form of transpor-
tation to get around,’ so 
sometimes it’s just commu-
nication and (finding) the 
services that are already 
available,” the councilman 
said. 

 Now, the focus is on se-
niors, Vallone said. 

 “What would make life 
for each one of you better, 
just coming from home to 
here, getting to the super-
market, going to the library 
or visiting your family?” 
he asked the crowd. “What 
can be made better that is 
required of our lives as the 
city is growing and making 
things more difficult?”

City Councilman Paul Vallone talks to a group of northeast Queens 
residents about access to services for older residents in his dis-
trict. Photo by Tom Momberg

The Department of Transportation announced new safety measures to address traffic problems 
around the Flushing Commons site. Photo by Micahel Shain

Bayside picked for city 
age-friendly initiative

Fix for traffi c problem
DOT to carry out safety measures at Flushing Commons site
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The Jamaica Center BID, 
The Sutphin Boulevard 
BID, and The 165th Street 
Mall Improvement Associa-
tion invited residents, busi-
ness owners and future en-
trepreneurs to  a dinner and 
workshop to discuss which 
type of retail, food and arts 
businesses can be brought 
to downtown Jamaica to 
attract more patrons to the 
major shopping and trans-
portation hub. 

Derek Irby,  executive 
director of The 165th Street 
association; Rhonda Binda, 
executive director of the 
Jamaica Center BID; and 
Simone Price, executive di-
rector of the Sutphin BID, 
each created three groups 
—  retail, arts and culture, 
and food — for the work-
shop. 

“Jamaica is BID-rich,” 
Irby said.  “There are four 
major business improve-
ment districts here,  We 
collectively serve over 550 

businesses.”
The divided groups fo-

cused on the current per-
ception of the area and what 
kind of business or even 

physical improvements 
could change its image for 
future visitors. Group mem-
bers listed safety and not 
enough quality-driven and 

diverse options for shop-
ping, culture, or dining in 
downtown Jamaica as nega-
tives.  

“Why am I going to Har-

lem and Brooklyn for my 
culture? I have been asking 
this for years,” said Greta 
Rushion, a business owner 
and Jamaica resident. An-

other particpant, Phil Loba-
to, 39, said, “I live in South 
Ozone Park and work up the 
street.  There is nowhere to 
eat a nice meal and nowhere 
to get some decent clothes. I 
shouldn’t have to go Astoria 
or Long Island City.”

Queens alone has 130,000 
minority-owned firms, 
the largest number in the 
entire city, and more than 
70,000 women-owned firms, 
according to Scott Stringer, 
the city comptroller.  

Stringer was a keynote 
speaker at the 35th annual 
meeting of the Jamaica BID 
members at the Harvest 
Room last week.  

“My job is to watch the 
city’s bottom line and ex-
pand economic opportu-
nity, and supporting BIDs 
like this one is how we do 
that,” he said. “BIDs ener-
gize – they boost business 
communities. And this is 
why they are at the center of 
my strategic initiatives.”

Three major business improvement organizations for downtown Jamaica brought local resident and business owners together to bring 
specific businesses to downtown Jamaica area.  Photo by Sadef Kully

BID dinner generates new ideas for Jamaica
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Watch out, Paris.
The smartest, more talented 

designers working now are no lon-
ger from the traditional European 
centers of fashion.

The Queens Museum was 
turned into a Sixth Avenue-style 
runway to show the work of three 
Ecuadorian designers, part of a 
showcase of “Talent from the An-
des,” sponsored by the Alianza 
Ecuatoriana Internacional.

The clothes show strong ele-
ments of Andean design, includ-
ing heavy embroidery on the 
lavender formal (far right, top) or 
the bold, striped pattern in the top 

(left). The lace top on the hot-rod 
red gown (near right) is a native 
touch too.

The designers (from l ro r), 
Natalia Rivera, Justo Santos and 

Leonor Torres, who all live and 
work in New York now, take a 
bow. 

ECUADOR 
IN STYLE

SPRING COMES OUT OF HIDING
It’s been a cold start to 

the warm season.
With temperatures still 

in the low 40s, opening 
weekend for the carousel 
in Flushing Meadow Park 
was pretty low key. No long 
lines for tickets. It was pretty 
much a pick-your-pony kind 
of day.

The toddlers’ amusement 
park around the merry-go-
round, now in its second 
year, is open too for business. 
A mini-roller coaster, cars 
on a track (bottom right), a 
boardwalk-style basketball 
concession are among the 
new attractions. 

Mister Softee (left)  made 
his first appearance of the 
season with driver Michelle 
(she didn’t want to give her 
last name) asking kids what 
kind of cone she could create 
for them. 

On the pond at the park’s 
south end (top right), the 
geese knew where, after a 
long, hard winter, dinner 
was coming from that night. 

PHOTOS BY
 MICHAEL SHAIN
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houses in Queens, mostly 
in Jamaica, that have been 
abandoned for decades un-
der the stewardship of the 
New York City Housing 
Authority. But that number 
is slowly shrinking as the 
housing authority partners 
with nonprofits like Habi-
tat for Humanity to reno-
vate and place low-income 
families in them, a NYCHA 
spokeswoman said.

 Between March 2013 
and now, more than 6,000 
written notices of a lawsuit 
were filed in Queens, which 
are the first state filings 
that result from mortgage 
default, property tax delin-
quency or common unpaid 
charges.  Over 20 percent of 
the properties are vacated 
upon the first filing, ac-
cording to RealtyTrac.

 So even if a property 
isn’t a “zombie,” eligible for 
demolition, there are often 
hundreds more proper-
ties that are left vacant for 
months at a time.

 Licensed real estate 
broker Ted Kouris, of Me-
tropolis Realty in Astoria, 
said the state’s prolonged 
foreclosure process often 
creates problems at vacant 
properties, even if unat-
tended for just a month.

 Homeless people, drug 
users and criminals are 

widely known among the 
realty community to wreak 
havoc if a property is not 
secured for any length of 
time, he said.

 “Some of the squatters 
have taken over, gutted the 

pipes and valuables, or are 
renting them to others and 
profiting off them,” Kouris 
said. “The homes become 
unkempt and unsafe, bring-
ing surrounding home val-
ues down.”

provisional protection until 
its candidacy for landmark 
designation is formally 
heard at a public hearing 
which could be held as ear-
ly as April.

Preservationists feared 
that the Clock Tower would 
be demolished without the 
LPC’s action. This week, 
preliminary renderings 
by SLCE Architects show 
the Clock Tower, once the 
tallest building in Queens 
when it was built in 1927, 
and the new skyscraper, 
will be connected at the 
base.

The deal for the develop-
ment rights will also allow 
the MTA to futher fund re-
pairs on the aging subway 
system with the windfall 
going to the 2010-2014 Capi-
tal Program. 

“Every dollar we are 
able to secure through real 
estate transactions helps to 
reduce the pressure on  the 
fares, tolls and taxes that 
support the MTA,” spokes-
man Aaron Donovan said.

According to MTA re-
cords, the transaction will 
allow Queens Plaza Devel-
opment LLC to increase 
the size of the tower from 
38 stories to 77, adding an 
additional 512,247 gross 
square feet on the develop-
ment site. The additional 
area represents up to 490 
more residential units, 
bringing the total to 930 
apartments.

The MTA acquired the 
lots in 1987 for use in con-
structing the East 63rd 
Street Tunnel Project, 
which will connect the 
Long Island Rail Road with 
Grand Central Terminal. 
The land is being used as 
a staging area for the East 

Side Access Project. Be-
cause of the tunnel network 
below, the land would be 
unusable for heavy build-
ing projects, thus making 
it “surplus property” of the 
MTA.

Not everyone on the 
MTA board was in favor of 
the sale because affordable 
housing is not included 
in the developer’s plan. If 
construction begins before 
the summer, Queens Plaza 
Development LLC can qual-
ify for tax breaks without 
the inclusion of affordable 
housing units.

Property Markets Group 
and the Hakim Organiza-
tion did not comment. The 
deal is expected to be final-
ized within two months.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Zombies

Continued from Page 1 

MTA

RealtyTrac estimates there are 172 “zombie homes” in the Queens 
Borough, not including NYCHA-owned properties and other vacant 
residences. Photo by Michael Shain 
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cated to identifying crimes 
against South Asian and 
Arab victims and witness-
es. 

“The new FBI hate 
crimes training manual is 
the single most important, 
most inclusive hate crime 
training resource avail-
able for law enforcement 
officials,” Anti-Defamation 
League Counsel Michael 
Lieberman said. 

The death of Elmhurst 
resident Sunando Sen, who 
was shoved into the path of 
a No. 7 subway train in Sun-
nyside in December 2012 
was recalled by Harsh Vo-
ruganti, associate director 
of Public Policy at the Hin-
du American Foundation.

“Even as our communi-
ty grows, Hindu Americans 
remain uniquely vulnera-
ble to harassment, bullying, 
and violence,” Harsh said. 
“On this historic day, I’d 
like to remember Sunando 
Sen, a Hindu who was mur-
dered in a New York City 
subway station because of 
his faith.”

Continued from Page 1 

Crimes
Construction of the 

first phase of the project 
will begin this summer 
between Roosevelt Avenue 
and 73rd Street, a 1.3-mile 
stretch where six people 
were killed between 2009 
and 2013. The entire 7-mile 
corridor, one of the most 
dangerous in the city with 
38 traffic fatalities and 448 
severe injuries from 2003 
to 2013, will follow.

“After decades of 
crashes, many of them fa-
tal,” DOT Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg said, 
“this corridor has been 
re-imagined and will be re-
designed to become a safer, 
greener and more attrac-
tive corridor for residents 
and businesses, suitable 
to traverse through the 
world’s borough.”

The DOT held a com-
prehensive public work-
shop on the thoroughfare’s 
safety needs in January 
and developed the project 
proposal based on the in-
formation gathered along 
with the study of traffic 

and safety conditions. 
Among the top issues were 
residents’ concerns about 
speeding, an uncomfort-
able cycling environment, 
conflicts at intersections 
between pedestrians, cy-
clists and vehicles, and 
unpleasant and danger-
ous-feeling pedestrian con-
ditions.

The proposal includes 
adding a 5-foot protected 

bike lane incorporated into 
a widened service road me-
dian with new pedestrian 
space for a park-like expe-
rience, similar to Eastern 
Parkway and Ocean Park-
way in Brooklyn.

“This work represents 
a major advancement in 
the efforts to achieve Vi-
sion Zero throughout our 
city,” Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 

said. “Thanks to the work 
of the DOT, we are seeing 
significant improvements 
in traffic safety in west-
ern Queens, and we look 
forward to seeing Queens 
Boulevard safety improve-
ments, thanks to this $100 
million capital invest-
ment.”

The DOT wants to keep 
through traffic in the cen-
ter lanes and reduce the 

tendency for drivers to 
switch back and forth with 
the service roads looking 
for less congestion, some-
thing the agency calls 
“road shopping.” Instead 
of using the slip lanes to 
transition between the 
main roadway and the ser-
vice road, drivers will be 
forced to stop, which will 
slow speeds and allow for 
safer bicycle and pedestri-
an crossings.

The safe streets advo-
cacy group Transportation 
Alternatives had dozens of 
members take part in the 
public workshop in Janu-
ary. 

“For years, Queens resi-
dents have asked for safety 
improvements on Queens 
Boulevard, and now Mayor 
de Blasio has listened and 
delivered,” Transporta-
tion Alternatives Execu-
tive Director Paul Steely 
White said. “His vision for 
Queens Boulevard, and the 
pace of this planned safety 
redesign, will set the tone 
for the transformation of 
dangerous streets across 
the five boroughs.”

Continued from Page 1 

Boulevard

www.Timesledger.com

The Department of Transportation unveils its concept to dramatically redesign Queens Boulevard. 
Photo by Bill Parry
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