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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

For Jigar Jamindar, go-
ing to a gym in Forest Hills 
keeps him out of a wheel-
chair. 

“If I stop training, I’ll 
go back to being handi-
capped,” Jamindar said 
last week, while working 

on his biceps. 
Genetics by Geno, a 

sports facility at 70-15Aus-
tin St., recently expanded 
its gym, adding a second 
floor filled with cycling 
machines to the complex. 
Unlike regular gyms, Ge-
netics members all train 
personally with founder 

Geno Sylvain, who has 
been a trainer for 33 years 
and has built a following 
during that time. And for 
many people like Jamin-
dar, working with Sylvain 
is an essential part of his 
well-being. 

In 2007, Jamindar began 
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BY BILL PARRY

A steady stream of calamitous 
events on the No. 7 subway line 
has driven two Sunnyside com-
munity activists to start a new 
blog and Facebook group, called 
7 Train Blues that chronicles 
suspensions of service, delays 
and packed platforms. The latest 
stranding of a packed train be-
neath the East River which sus-
pended service in both directions 
during Monday’s morning rush 
saw the membership in the Face-
book group more than double.

“We went from 300 to over 700 
members after Monday,” 7 Train 
Blues creator Melissa Orlando 
said. “I’ve been living in Sunny-
side for the last 15 years and I’ve 
never seen it as bad as the last few 
months. The problems have be-
come acute.” 

The non-profit professional 
reached out to Ty Sullivan, a mar-
keting executive who she knew 
from several neighborhood fund-
raising events. He helped get the 
blog and Facebook group up and 
running.

“It was Melissa that came up 
with the whole thing. I just got the 

Lauren “Boogie” Brozoski, from Cambria Heights, celebrates LuHi’s second straight state Federation Class AA title 
See story on Page 5. Photo by Ken Maldonado

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Queens residents have submit-

ted the largest number of munici-
pal ID applications out of the five 
boroughs, the city announced last 
week.

Out of 101,063 processed ap-
plications from the five boroughs 
during period from  Jan. 1 to 
March 30, the city has received 
34,616 applications from Queens, 
according to the first quarterly 
IDNYC report prepared by the 
city Human Resources Adminis-
tration, the Mayor’s Office of Im-
migrant Affairs and the Mayor’s 
Office of Operations. 

The second highest was Brook-
lyn, with 30,805 applications, and 
the lowest was Staten Island, with 
3,513. The city received 14,976 
applications from Manhattan 
and 17,153 applications from the 
Bronx. 

Javier Valdes, co-director of 
Make the Road New York, whose 
organization advocated for the 
municipal ID, said the number of 
applications indicates the policy 
is working and is needed.

“It showed how many people 
wanted to have access to the ben-

BY BILL PARRY
 
An Elmhurst couple, who met while working 

at the Flushing Post Office and later fell in love, 
will renew their wedding vows in grand style 
April 19 in one of the most popular venues in the 
city. But it’s a secret.

When Gwen and William Redman married, 

Silver vow renewals set 
for Elmhurst partners

Marine veteran Jigar Jamindar works 
out at Genetics, a gym in Forest Hills. 
After falling 40 feet during a construc-
tion accident in 2007, doctors told 
him he would never walk again.  

Photo by Eric Jankiewicz

Borough leads
city in requests
 for muni IDs

7 riders post gripes on Facebook
MTA investigates latest debacle that trapped straphangers under East River
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Gym offers more than muscle 

QUEEN OF THE COURT
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If you liked Steve Solomon’s 
smash hit comedy at Queens 
Theatre last year, you’ll love 
the prequel, "My Mother’s 
Italian, My Father’s Jewish, 
and I’m STILL in Therapy"! 
This hysterical ALL NEW 
show takes us back to the 
comedian’s childhood where 
we meet a side-splitting 
parade of Steve’s quirky 
relations. Join us as we 
journey through mixed 
marriages, ex-wives, strange 
pets, and endless dieting.  

“He’s in Therapy - 
We’re in Stitches!”  
Washington Post

April 18 & 19, 2015 
Saturday at 2pm & 8pm 
Sunday at 3pm
 
Box Office: 718.760.0064 

Steve Solomon’s

My Mother’s Italian,
My Father’s Jewish,
and I’m STILL in Therapy!  
The chaos continues...

Single Tickets: $35 
Member price: $31.50 
Rear Seating: $25 

www.queenstheatre.org

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The day after two Queens 
members of his Jamaica 
mosque were arrested and 
charged with plotting a ter-
ror attack on U.S. soil, the 
women’s Imam addressed 
his shocked congregation 
at Friday prayers.

In an interview with the 
TimesLedger this week, 
Imam Charles Aziz Bilal 
reiterated what he had told 
his followers at Masjid Al-
hamdulillah on Sutphin 
Boulevard.

“We condemn these 
kinds of groups, they are 
not teaching our faith, they 
are hijacking it and to see 
some of our young people 
to be trapped like that is 
very unfortunate,” he said. 
. “These people have hi-
jacked our religion for their 
own agenda.”

Asia Siddiqui, 31, and 
Noelle Velentzas, 28, were 
charged with conspiracy 
to use a weapon of mass de-
struction against persons 
or property in the United 
States April 5 in Brooklyn 
federal court and held with-
out bail, federal officials 
said.

Siddiqui, Velentzas and  
her family regularly at-
tended and participated in 
the Jamaica mosque’s ac-
tivities.

Prosecutors contended 
Siddiqui and Velentzas re-

peatedly expressed their 
support for violent jihad 
against their enemies and 
possessed propane gas 
tanks with instructions 
from an online jihadist  
publication for transform-
ing them into explosive 
devices, according to the 
complaint filed by the U.S. 
attorney for the Eastern 
District.

Bilal, who was stunned 
and in complete disbelief at 
the allegations, described 
Siddiqui, Velentzas and her 
husband Abu Bakr as “de-
voted to the religion, deeply 
rooted in family values, 
and accessible to the com-
munity.” 

Bakr, who has a home 
improvement business, 
according to the imam, 
helped the community with 
small home improvement 
projects. 

“I met all three of them, 
Velentzas, her husband and 
Siddiqui, together at the 
mosque about five years 
ago,” said Bilal, who re-
cently retired from the city 
Department of Corrections 
as an imam.

Velentzas, who has a 
5-year old biological daugh-
ter and 11-year old adopted 
daughter, stood out from 
the trio.  She was outspo-
ken, but simultaneously 
“Islamically courteous, 
polite and certainly had 
her opinion like anyone 

else has their opinion about 
what has been going on in 
the world, but as far as I 
am concerned, all three of 
them were decent people,” 
Bilal said. 

Siddiqui and Velentzas 
had been friends before they 
came to Bilal’s mosque, and 
Siddiqui was living with 
Velentzas and her family 
The Imam described Sid-
diqui’s circumstances as 
“destitute” and when she 
needed help, Velentzas and 
her family had taken her 
in, which can be allowed 
in Islam, according to the 
imam.

All three played active 
roles in the mosque, such 
as participating in the 
Muslim Day Parade held in 
Manhattan every year. 

Since the arrests, Abu 
Bakr and his daughters 
have not been able to meet 
with Velentzas, Bilal said. 
Meanwhile Siddiqui, a 
part-time tutor at the 82nd 
Street Academics in Jack-
son Heights, was dismissed 
after the arrest, according 
to a Facebook post by the 
tutoring facility. 

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, Siddiqui 
graduated from CUNY’s 
York College in Jamaica, 
but Timesledger discovered 
that Siddiqui never earned 
a degree from the four-year 
school. 

Arrests shake imam
Accused terrorists frequented his Jamaica mosque 

Imam Charles Aziz Bilal of Masjid Alhamdulillah in Jamaica, was shocked by the arrests of two women 
in his congregation. Google Earth
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Members of the newly 
formed New York Airport 
Community Roundtable 
Committees for LaGuardia 
and John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airports met 
Tuesday night to install  
their leadership.

The roundtable last ad-
journed in November with-
out achieving any aims. 
But the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey 
urged things along this 
time, suggesting the air-
port committees structure 
a single coordination com-
mittee that would stream-
line communication be-
tween communities around 
both airports with the Port 
Authority and the Federal 
Aviation Administration.

“We don’t want to dic-
tate how this group func-
tions, but we just thought 
we needed to start some-
where,” said Port Authority 
Assistant Director of Avia-
tion Public Affairs Ralph 
Tragale, who also said the 
Port Authority still had 
to allocate money for the 
roundtable’s operations.

The roundtable is in-

tended to mitigate com-
munity concerns over air 
traffic noise and other 
neighborhood spin-offs 
from the airports. There is 
still an effort to be made in 
getting the group fully orga-
nized.

When 36 members met 
at CUNY York College 
Tuesday to get the ball roll-

ing, the meeting adjourned 
with at least some newly ap-
pointed leaders. Next time 
they meet, they will have 
to start establishing some 
bylaws.

After much deliberation, 
they decided the committee 
would be led by to co-chairs 
and two vice chairs: two 
representing groups near 

LaGuardia and two repre-
senting groups near JFK.

Voting members elected 
by a voice vote Eastern 
Queens Alliance Chair-
woman Barbara Brown 
to represent the JFK com-
mittee and Queens Quiet 
Skies President Janet McE-
neaney to represent the La-
Guardia committee. Both 

are co-chairs.
Warren Schreiber, a vice 

chairman for Community 
Board 7, was elected as vice 
chair from the LaGuardia 
area. Richard Hellenbrecht, 
a contractor representing 
Delta Airlines at the round-
table and president of the 
Queens Civic Congress, 
was elected as vice chair 
from the JFK area. 

Out of the 64 members of 
the roundtable, represent-
ing government officials, 
community boards, cham-
bers of commerce, indus-
try boards and committees 
from around Queens and a 
few from Nassau County, 
Brooklyn and the Bronx, 
only about three dozen 
were present Tuesday.

They were each handed 
nomination ballots as they 
walked in the door of the 
room, asking them to select 
one chair, one vice chair 
and a secretary, but the 
meeting did not play out so 
neatly. 

Members were only al-
lowed to nominate those 
who were present.

Then state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) chimed 
in, ultimately limiting the 

nomination pool by half.
“I don’t think it’s appro-

priate for elected officials 
to be nominated for these 
positions,” he said. 

Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) seconded 
Avella’s statement by say-
ing he would not accept any 
nominations for chair or 
vice chair and after much 
chaotic discourse, mem-
bers finally agreed.

Still, people were upset 
there would only be one 
committee rather than 
two to represent each air-
port, hinting at the need 
for equal representation. 
But doubling the executive 
seats for the committee cre-
ated more frustration at 
first.

Members from Nassau 
were upset they did not 
have the representation 
they wanted at the round-
table. 

Hempstead Executive 
Assistant of Intergovern-
mental Relations Kendall 
Lampkin originally cast 
his own nomination into 
the ring for chair, but got 
placed down to a nomina-
tion for secretary in the 
configuration process. 

Queens pols fi ght to legalize Mixed Martial Arts
BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

This bill isn’t going to go 
down without a fight.

For six consecutive 
years supporters of mixed 
martial arts have tried to 
legalize the sport in New 
York, the only state in 
America that has a ban on 
professional MMA. 

In March, the state Sen-
ate passed a bill for the sixth 
time in as many years that 
would legalize the full-con-
tact sport and allow it to be 
played in places like Madi-
son Square Garden, which 
would provide a stream of 
new revenue. 

But before fighters be-
gin to strap on the gloves, 
a bill has to pass the state 
Assembly. In the past the 

Assembly failed process 
the bill and allowed it to 
stagnate. This year pro 
lawmakers are hoping that 
newly elected officials will 
help move the bill along to 
become law. 

“There’s still opposition 
to this,” said Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park, who is a co-sponsor of 
the bill. “There’s a new crop 
of elected officials who can 
help swing the balance.” 

Along with new mem-
bers, Assemblyman Carl 
Heastie (D-Bronx) replaced 
the former Assembly Speak-
er Sheldon Silver, who re-
signed Feb. 2 as speaker 
amid federal corruption 
charges. Heastie co-spon-
sored similar MMA bills 
in the past and that makes 

Queens officials hopeful.
“I’m a little bit more op-

timistic,” state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said. 

The law would give the 
New York State Athlet-
ics Commission, which 
regulates all sports in New 
York, the power to regu-

late MMA. If the Assembly 
passed the legislation, the 
commission would have 
90 days to establish regu-
lations for the sport. The 
regulations could include 
stricter health require-
ments and tougher concus-
sion protocols than in other 
states, but there is also a 
template of rules, drafted 
in 2001, that has served as 
a blueprint for many other 
states in regulating MMA.

To fans of other fighting 
sports like boxing, watch-
ing MMA is an uncanny ex-
perience. The fighters are 
allowed to use any combi-
nation of fighting styles to 
defeat their opponent. The 
sport allows the use of an 
array of techniques from 
striking – kicking, punch-

ing – to grappling tech-
niques often seen in tradi-
tional wrestling matches 
that often lead to opponents 
fighting on the ground. 
Fighters blend a mixture of 
combat techniques so that 
every match brings togeth-
er a unique set of opponents 
with their own key moves.

Legalization would also 
provide the city, state and 
local businesses with a new 
source of money. 

“I see a potential for our 
neighborhood specifically,” 
said Goldfeder, referring to 
Howard Beach, the Rock-
aways and other areas that 
he represents. “So MMA 
is a statewide issue, but it 
could tremendously help 
with Sandy recovery.” 

Single airport committee formed
Anti-noise activists McEneaney, Brown elected as co-chairwomen of new LGA, JFK roundtable 

Barbara Brown, left, and Janet McEneaney, right, are appointed co-chairs for the newly formed 
Airport Community Roundtable Committee. Photo by Tom Momberg

Urijah Faber (top) and Ivan Menjivar fight during their UFC 157 ban-
tamweight mixed martial arts match in Anaheim, Calif. in 2013.  

AP Photo/Jae C. Hong
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BY MADINA TOURE

Starting this fall, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers will conduct mainte-
nance dredging of critical 
sandbanks in Flushing Bay 
to make it easier for vessels 
to navigate the waters.

The dredging of the 
15-foot navigation chan-
nel, known as the Federal 
Channel that runs along 
the length of the bay, will 
start in October and be 
complete next January. 

The process of dredg-
ing — the removal of sedi-
ments and debris from the 
bottoms of lakes, rivers, 
harbors and other water 
bodies — will remove about 
125,000 cubic yards of ma-
terial, which will then be 
processed and disposed of 
in an upland location. 

The Army Corps could 
not be reached for com-
ment.

U.S. Rep. Grace Men (D-
Flushing) said she is look-
ing forward to the project 
and hopes “it’s the begin-
ning of an important and 
long project for Queens.” 

She added, “It borders 
our district on College Point 
Boulevard and whatever 
we can do to clean up that 
area for environmental and 
economical reasons would 
really benefit Queens fami-
lies as a whole.”

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights said 
the dredging would im-
prove maneuverability for 
ships and accommodate 
other users of the bay, such 
as the NYPD’s Harbor Pa-
trol Unit. 

“In addition to seeing a 
significant amount of cargo 
pass through each year, the 
bay is used by the NYPD 
Harbor Patrol Unit, and 
this crucial work ensures 
proper navigation of these 
waters for the future,” he 
said in a statement. 

The project will be 
funded by the Army Corps’ 
$12.1 million work plan in-
cluded in the Consolidated 
and Further Continuing 
Appropriations Act of 2015, 
the law that set the funding 

levels for all federal agen-
cies for fiscal year 2015. 
The channel dredging proj-
ect is expected to cost about 
$250,000. 

The Flushing Bay Fed-
eral Channel supports 14 
marine terminals that re-
ceive and ship sand, stone 
and petroleum products 
by barge, according to the 
Army Corps’ website. The 
deep draft channel is also 
used by a municipal ma-
rina and the NYPD Harbor 
Patrol Unit Station. 

In its plan for Flush-
ing Creek, which empties 
into Flushing Bay in the 
southeast corner, the city 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection noted 
that the quality of the wa-
ter in the creek is affected 
by combined sewer over-
flows, or CSOs, when a di-
luted mixture of rainwater, 
human waste and sewage 
is released into local wa-
terways once the sewer be-
comes full. 

James Cervino, CB 7’s 
environmental chairman 
and president of the Col-
lege Point Marine Transfer 
Station Advisory Board, 
said the project is “excel-
lent” and environmentally 
safe and noted that it is 
long overdue. He said he is 
awaiting information about 

the manner in which the 
dredging will occur, noting 
that sediment plumes will 
form during sand digging.

“I’m still waiting for the 
dredge details to see how 
the sediment is going to be 
controlled, how it’s going 
to be dug out and how the 
plumes are going to be han-
dled,” Cervino, a marine 
biologist,  said.

He said College Point 
civic associations and the 
owners of the College Point 
Boat Yard are hoping the 
dredging will occur in lo-
cal yards, too.

“They’ve been begging 
for some of this dredge re-
lief to happen in their boat 
yards since it’s so close to 
where the dredging is go-
ing to happen,” he said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Federal cleanup planned
for Flushing Bay in fall

The Army Corps will start dredging the Flushing Bay Federal 
Channel this fall. Google Maps

Contact the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545 
timesledgernews
@cnglocal.com
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Cambria Heights’ Brozoski earns new crown
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

ALBANY – Lauren “Boogie” 
Brozoski couldn’t have scripted a 
better end to her career.

The Long Island Lutheran 
girls’ basketball star and Cam-
bria Heights resident finished 
as a four-time state Federation 
champion, the New York State Ga-
torade Player of the Year and New 
York State Miss Basketball. 

The final image of the 5-foot-
5 guard in a Crusaders uniform 
will be in a slight crouch with her 
teammates getting ready to rush 
the court to celebrate the school’s 
second straight Class AA Federa-
tion title. It makes them the first 
team to repeat since Murry Berg-
traum in 2008 and 2007.

“Perfect,” the Michigan-bound 
Brozoski said. “The definition 
of perfect, it was just amazing. I 
couldn’t ask for anything better.”

She scored 30 points against 
Ossining in the Federation semi-
finals and 24 to help beat Christ 
the King 66-52 in the title game. 
Brozoski, who has played at 

LuHi since the eighth grade, also 
reached the 2,000-point mark of 
her career in the win over the 
Royals. 

CK coach Bob Mackey, who 
saw Brozoski drop 30 points on 
his team in the regular season, 
knew he had the task of trying to 

stop a special player. She gets into 
the lane for her teammates and is 
a force defensively also. He said 
you run out of ways of trying to 
contain her.  

“Lauren is a cut above,” Mack-
ey said. “Lauren is ready right 
now for what she is going to play 
next year. She really is. She is the 
best player in the state no doubt.”

Her on-court accomplish-
ments, which include Federation 
titles in three classifications, is 
only a small part of what makes 
Brozoski the phenom she is if you 
ask LuHi coach Rich Slater. It is 
her passion, toughness, success 
in the classroom and the way she 
interacts with people that sets 
her apart. 

“She shakes everybody’s hand, 
she says hello, she’s humble,” said 
Slater, who has known her since 
she was in the fifth grade. “She’s 
respectful. That’s the stuff that’s 
a once in a lifetime thing.”

He talked about how she be-
came a different player when she 
wasn’t selected to the McDonald’s 
All-American team, an honor she 
felt she more than deserved. It 

is quite possibly the only thing 
missing from her resumé. The 
next day in practice, Brozoski 
raised her intensity and focus 
another few notches. She actually 
became more relaxed on the floor 
by doing so. 

“When I know that I should be 
on something and I kind of feel 
like I get snubbed, I take it per-
sonal,” Brozoski said. “I’m easily 
motivated. When they hurt me, I 
take them to another level.”

She knows she will need to do 
that again as she heads to Michi-
gan. The Wolverines and coach 
Kim Barnes Arico will be looking 
to get back to the NCAA tourna-
ment after falling in the WNIT 
semifinals this year. 

Brozoski is looking forward 
to and understands the challenge 
ahead and the need to get stron-
ger. Looking ahead is easy. Look-
ing back on what she did and the 
place and people she leaves behind 
after five years will be harder. 

“I grew up in the school,” Bro-
zoski said. “It’s going to be very 
tough. I’m going to miss it.” 

Cambria Heights native Lauren “Boogie” Brozoski scored her 2,000th point in 
her final game at Long Island Lutheran.  Photo by Ken Maldonado
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The vacant lot on 
Northern Boulevard and 
211th Street, once home to 
former car dealerships and 
more recently construction 
vehicle storage, finally has 
a plan to be redeveloped.

 Property owners Se-
ungho and Jeewha Kim, of 
Little Neck, have proposed 
a three-story commercial 
building for the vacant lot 
at 211-02 and the adjacent 
lot at 211-04 Northern Blvd. 
But the site developer, TL 
Engineering, was denied 
its application to the city 
Department of Buildings, 
because the site was never 
properly decommissioned 
since being occupied as an 
automotive service.

 The first floor would be 
just over 7,300 square feet 
for four Northern Boule-
vard retail units. The sec-
ond floor would be 7,500 
square feet to house eight 
offices with a communal 
bathroom. The third floor 
would be 5,075 square feet, 
planned for four medical 
offices.

 There is currently an 
open complaint and one 
open violation filed with 
the city Department of 
Buildings for the storage of 
mechanical cranes in a res-
idential area. The owners 
paid a $300 fine, but have 
not removed the construc-
tion vehicles from the site.

 Seungho and Jeewha 
Kim could not be reached 

for comment.
The owners have been 

in limbo since they bought 
the property from Chris-
tina Anthony Realty Asso-
ciates in 2006, after which 
a large gasoline container 
was spilled. The city De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation conducted a 
Phase II environmental as-
sessment of the site, which 
mandated cleanup and did 
not close the spill file un-
til 2011. The owners razed 
the site shortly afterward, 
leaving it vacant.

 As a result of the initial 

remediation, nearly 197 
tons of petroleum-contam-
inated soil was removed 
from the site, along with an 
abandoned waste oil tank 
that was disposed of prop-
erly before the building 
was taken down. 

 In its current investi-
gation, the city Office of 
Environmental Remedia-
tion drilled, probed and 
collected 26 soil samples on 
the corner vacant lot site, 
and found additional unex-
pected subsurface environ-
mental issues, attributed to 
the oil tank and hydraulic 

lifts, which were found 
during excavation. The site 
requires remediation un-
der city Voluntary Cleanup 
Program specifications.

 The 10,000-square-foot 
lot was found to have sev-
eral chlorinated, volatile 
and semi-volatile organic 
carbon compounds, metals 
and pesticides above soil 
cleanup guideline levels, 
and above levels set by the 
state Department of Health, 
according to a Remediation 
report. Metals were found 
to be above groundwater 
quality standards, too.

 BY TOM MOMBERG

 A Queens man and his 
Richmond Hill business 
were charged with crimi-
nal tax fraud, grand larceny 
and falsifying records after 
he allegedly stole more than 
$500,000 in New York State 
sales tax, according to the 
Queens district attorney.

 The defendant, Gurcha-
ran Singh, 33, of Glen Oaks, 
was arraigned in Queens 
Criminal Court last week 
and released on his own re-
cognizance to appear for a 
May 5 hearing.

 Singh, who is listed as 
the chairman and chief 
executive officer of Raj 
American Liquor Inc., 102-
25 Atlantic Ave., faces up to 
15 years in prison and a fine 
of up to $10,000 or double the 
amount of his illegal gains 
if he is found guilty, the DA 
said.

 Company tax return 
documents filed by Singh 
reported sales of about 

$388,000 between March 1, 
2007 and May 31, 2010, ac-
cording to a criminal com-
plaint filed by the DA. But 
the liquor store collected 
over $11.3 million in rev-
enue within that time, un-
derreporting over $10 mil-
lion in sales, according to 
the complaint.

 DA Richard Brown said 
the liquor store’s customers 
would expect the additional 
10 percent they paid on any 
liquor or wine bottle to go 
right to the public treasury, 
but that was not the case for 
at least three years.

 “In this case, it is al-
leged, the defendant pock-
eted just over $500,000 of 
the sales tax he collected,” 
Brown said in a statement. 
“This is the type of crime 
that makes every New York-
er a victim, because the 
government and the public 
are cheated out of money 
to fund programs, services 
and infrastructure.”

Raj American Liquor, 102-25 Atlantic Ave., Richmond Hill 
is charged with stealing state sales taxes, the DA says. 

 is chGoogle Earth

Liquor store skims off 
$500k in sales tax: DALot needs remediation 

Northern Boulevard commercial building halted for cleanup

There is a site proposal for the vacant lot now used for construction vehicle storage on 
Northern Boulevard, but it will have to undergo additional environmental remediation.  

Photo by Michael Shain
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Last week we selected our fi nal resting place.
Now we’re living life to the fullest.

Please mail to:
St. John Cemetery

80-01 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 894–4888

NAME _______________________
ADDRESS ____________________
                  ____________________
PHONE ______________________
EMAIL _______________________

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet. 
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.

I am interested in:

www.ccbklyn.org
Mausoleum Space        Cremation Niches

NYP 4/12/15
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BY BILL PARRY

For 30 years, Elmhurst 
resident Jennifer Chu and 
her neighbors on Manilla 
Street would look at an 
overgrown vacant lot that 
was used mainly for ille-
gal dumping. They feared 
something more nefarious.

“The weeds would grow 
taller than me at five feet,” 
Chu said. “We all worried 
that someday one of us 
might be dragged into that 
lot where someone would 
do bad things and no one 
would see. It was scary.”

Two and a half years ago, 
Chu and her friends went 
to work on clearing the lot 
where Manilla Street meets 
the curving Kneeland Av-
enue. Then the small group 
started planting a commu-
nity garden.

“My neighbors and I 
along with the young people 
from the Young Governors 

of New Life Church tended 
to the garden,” Chu said. 
“Not only had we cleaned 
it up after it was vacant all 
those years, we made it saf-

er. I also came to know and 
become friends with many 
of my neighbors over the 
years.”

It all came to an end in 

February when the absen-
tee owner decided to sell the 
property to the developers 
of five two-family homes. 
Chu and her group received 

no prior notice.
“I was at work last month 

and I started to get phone 
calls from my neighbors 
telling me something was 

going on,” Chu recalled. 
“And then they started tex-
ting me photos of the wall 
going up. There was noth-
ing I could do because I was 
at work.” 

There wasn’t much to be 
done anyway, she added, be-
cause when the retired at-
torney, who owned the lot, 
gave permission to clean up 
and garden the property he 
said he would one day sell 
the land.

The new owners is Ai 
Yun Chan and a group of 
partners using the name 
8105 Kneeland Avenue LLC, 
according to city records. 

“He has as-of-right and 
can do what he wants with-
out even talking to the Com-
munity board,” said Chu, 
a member of CB 4. “Plus, 
when they put up the wall, 
they were nice enough to 
keep our gate and lock so we 
could retrieve our stuff.”

The Elmhurst Community Garden is sold without any warning to the gardners. Photo by Bill Parry

Elmhurst community garden site sold off to developer
No notice given to dedicated neighbors, church group that tamed the overgrown vacant lot
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Willets Point United, a 

group representing busi-
ness and land owners in 
the blighted area, is raising 
questions about the viabil-
ity of the new space in the 
South Bronx where the Sun-
rise Cooperative auto shop 
group is moving. 

The group said it would 
like to see the successful 
relocation of businesses like 
Sunrise Coop that are in the 
first phase of the $3 billion 
Willets Point Development 
Plan, but it questions the ap-
propriateness of the South 
Bronx site. 

Gerald Antonacci, WPU’s 
president, said he is con-
cerned the group will not be 
able to afford the space and 
that people will not visit the 
shops in the 84,000-square-
foot Bronx space at 1080 Leg-

gett Ave. in Hunts Point. 
He also said Queens-

based workers would incur 
an additional daily bridge 
toll of $15, which work out to 
about $360 a month. 

“You’re putting all these 
people in a factory,” An-
tonacci said. “Are people 
going to go there? You dump 
these people in the middle of 
nowhere.”

Sunrise Coop received 
a nearly $5.8 million settle-
ment from the city to relo-
cate and complete renova-
tions at its South Bronx 
space, ending the group’s 
lawsuit against the city. It 
is required to leave Willets 
Point by June 1. 

The city Economic De-
velopment Corporation 
will pay $4.8 million and 
the Queens Development 
Group, the developers for 
the $3 billion Willets Point 

Development Plan, will pay 
$960,000. Sunrise Coop will 
contribute $143,000. 

The group is currently 
signing a contract with the 
construction company and 
plans to save some of the 
settlement funds to pay rent 
during the construction pro-
cess, which is expected to 
take roughly nine months. 

WPU congratulated Sun-
rise Coop on its settlement 
but said it does not help au-
tomotive businesses that 
did not join Sunrise Coop 
because they could not af-
ford to pay the dues or were 
excluded for other reasons. 

Marco Neira, Sunrise 
Coop’s president, said the 
group decided to relocate 
to the South Bronx because 
they could not find any sites 
in Queens. 

He said people will con-
tinue to come to the auto 

shops because they save 
anywhere from $300 to $400 
on a job and the shops ad-
dress all car-related issues.

“We’re not going to lose 
customers, we are going to 
increase customers,” Neira 
said. “People from the Bronx 
and other places, they’re 
coming to our place.”

He rejected concerns 
that Queens-based workers 
would take on an additional 
toll cost, saying that they 
can take the 59th Street 
Bridge to avoid paying a 
toll. 

He also noted that cus-
tomers from Pennsylvania, 
Connecticut and Massachu-
setts will no longer have 
to pay a toll to come to the 
shops and that they find 
Sunrise Coop’s shops prices 
to be more affordable than 
those in their own states.

“I ask them why they 

come from Pennsylvania 
and they said because in 
Pennsylvania, the job costs 
$400 more than here, so 
that’s why they trip all the 
way down to Willets Point,” 
he said. 

Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz said he 
would work with the group 
to facilitate their move to 
the area.

“We understand the 
position that they are in 
and will work with them 
to make their transition as 
easy as possible,” Diaz said 
in a statement. “It’s not easy 
for any business to make the 
cross-borough move they 
are about to make, and we 
will do our best to integrate 
them with other members of 
the business community.”

Willets Point United has expressed concerns about Sunrise 
Cooperative’s new South Bronx space. 

Bronx site criticized
New Willets Point auto shop space draws mixed views 
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fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?efits and it demonstrated 

that it was a good policy be-
cause it really is addressing 
a need for so many people,” 
Valdes said.

The 100,000th New York-
er applied for an IDNYC 
card March 30, the 77th 
day since the card was 
launched, exceeding 1 per-
cent of the city’s popula-
tion, at about 84,000. 

“That’s thousands of 
New Yorkers that can now 
easily enter municipal 
buildings, take advantage 
of cultural and prescription 
benefits, and interact pro-
ductively with the NYPD,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
in a statement. “We will 
continue to grow the pro-
gram to create even greater 
access to government pro-
grams for our city’s resi-
dents.”

Jamaica resident Angel-
ica Garcia, 39, who is origi-
nally from the Dominican 
Republic, signed up for mu-

nicipal ID last weekend. 
She said the munici-

pal ID is more convenient 
compared to the passport, 
which can be lost more eas-
ily.

“You need ID for going 
to the library, going to mu-
seums, to go to the bank,” 
Garcia said. “For anything, 
you need ID.”

Despite experiencing a 
slowdown for a few hours 
on its first day taking ap-
pointments, an IDNYC 
website hosted by Appoint-
mentPlus has been running 
smoothly ever since then 
and without any hiccups, a 
city official previously told 
TimesLedger. 

The city uses duplicate 
image software to ensure 
no applicant is able to get 
two IDNYC cards, accord-
ing to an administration 
official. The enrollment 
system will feature ID veri-
fication scanning technolo-
gy and high-tech cameras.

International Civil 
Aviation Organization 
best practices suggest that 
the face be captured with 

a neutral, non-smiling ex-
pression, with both eyes 
open, the official said. Ex-
pression has a strong effect 
on the performance of auto-
matic face recognition and 
accurate visual inspection 
by humans.

Nearly two dozen ex-
perienced city Human Re-
sources Administration in-
vestigators have been hired 
as integrity specialists to 
prevent fraud and check 
applicants’ identities. New 
IDNYC centers have opened 
up in Corona, Long Island 
City, Lower Manhattan and 
West Harlem.

By mid-April, new sites 
will launch in the South 
Bronx and Coney Island 
and a new, larger Sunset 
Park center will replace 
the temporary site that had 
opened in January.

In May, the program will 
launch the second round of 
popup enrollment centers 
in partnership with com-
munity-based organiza-
tions, City Council offices 
and city agencies.

working in construction 
after completing two tours 
of duty in Afghanistan as 
a Marine. But after a few 
weeks he fell 40 feet to the 
ground. His spine shat-
tered and the back of his 
skull ripped open, exposing 
his brain. 

“The doctors told me 
that I survived because 
my body was in really top 
shape, having just been in 
the Marines,” Jamindar, 
36, said. “They told me that 
I would never walk again 
and I would spend the rest 
of my life in jail.” 

Jamindar works out 
vigorously with Sylvain 
because if he stops train-
ing for too long his body 
quickly degenerates, send-
ing him back to the wheel-
chair. As he gets older his 
body is weakening and he 
is not sure how much lon-
ger he will be able to walk. 
Even though Jamindar has 
a better physique than most 
people, the act of walking is 
difficult and he has a limp.

“It takes everything in 
me just to get from point A 
to point B,” he said. 

Sylvain also trains peo-
ple for bodybuilding com-
petitions and was himself a 
muscle-packed competitor 
throughout the years. As 
he continues to expand the 
business, Sylvain hopes to 
use the gym as a jumping 
off point for his other prod-
ucts like the travel-sized 
abs workout, called the 
Abster, and a health snack 
that he makes himself. 

Sylvain’s members are 
all given unique diets and 
eating advice based on 
their own bodies and me-
tabolism.

“I know their bodies bet-
ter then they know them-
selves,” Sylvain said. The 
diets emphasize nutrition 
and muscle building over 
weight loss because, Syl-
vain said, concentrating 
on just losing weight can be 
dangerous and unhealthy.

 Sylvain’s own success 
as a body builder and track 
record of training others 
to compete in shows have 
attracted many aspiring 
competitors. And his thera-
peutic work with Jamindar 
has also made him sought 
out by people with simi-
lar problems. Aside from 
Jamindar, there are three 
other members who have 

turned to Sylvain for physi-
cal therapy. 

Jamindar said that for 
people like himself, Sylvain 
is a better solution than go-
ing to a medical physical 
therapy center. At these 
centers, he said, workers 
just followed a checklist 
when instructing Jamin-
dar. But Sylvain’s process 
is much more intimate and 
centered on developing a 
regiment that is designed 
for individual needs. In Ja-
mindar’s case, that means 
concentrating more on his 
legs, which are the weak-
est, and constantly pushing 
his body to develop more 
muscle.

The machines in the 
gym have all been designed 
by Sylvain to accommodate 
the needs of clients like 
Jamindar and other gym 
members. Aside from a 
workout regiment, Jamin-
dar has a strict diet sched-
ule that he follows to help 
his body stay as healthy as 
possible. 

“We have a whole unique 
setup with the capability 
to help people like Jamin-
dar,” Sylvain said. “It’s a 
great feeling to help people 
through working out.”  

Continued from Page 1 

Municipal

Continued from Page 1 

Gym
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wheels running marketing-
wise,” Sullivan said. “She 
was the original ‘this sucks 
- let’s make noise’ lady.”

Straphangers on the No. 
7 have been subjected to reg-
ular disruption of weekend 
service for the last several 
years as the MTA makes 
needed repairs, which are 
part of its multimillion-
dollar capital project. Mon-
day’s incident took things 
to a different level.

More than 540 riders 
aboard a Manhattan-bound 
train became stranded 
when a contact shoe on one 
of the cars came in contact 
with the third rail at 8:33 
a.m., creating a smoke con-
dition, an agency spokes-
woman said. A rescue train 
was sent to evacuate the 
riders and bring them to 
Grand Central Station.

Service was suspended 
in both directions until it 
resumed after 10 a.m. By 
then the damage was done 
to the morning commutes 
for thousands along the 7 
line. City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), who railed against the 

MTA during a Sunnyside 
rally last month, resumed 
his attack Monday.

“Today’s catastrophic 
delays on the 7 line is just 
one more incident in a long 
line of horrific experiences 
Queens riders face almost 
every single day during 
rush hour,” he said. “Time 
and time again my constit-
uents do not get the reliable 
service they pay for. These 
incidents are continuing to 
pile up and onto hardwork-
ing New Yorkers who rely 
heavily on the MTA to pro-
vide quality service.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) was livid. 

“The 7 train nightmare 
continues,” he said. “We 
have been dealing with this 
for months already and this 
chapter is especially trou-
bling, with riders trapped 
under the river for an ex-
tended period. The status 
quo on the 7 line is simply 
unacceptable and I will 
continue to push the MTA 
to drastically improve the 
7 trains performance on a 
day-to-day basis.”

The MTA is still investi-
gating the cause of Monday 
morning’s incident, accord-
ing to MTA spokesman 

Kevin Ortiz. 
“As subway ridership 

continues to rise, however, 
even the smallest incidents 
have the potential to dis-
rupt travel for more and 
more of our customers,” 
he said. “That’s why the 
MTA is working intensely 
to improve the 7 line by 
repairing damage from Su-
perstorm Sandy, replacing 
track panels on the elevat-
ed structure, and installing 
a modern signaling system 
that will allow more trains 
to run more closely togeth-
er. While this work creates 
temporary inconveniences 
on nights and weekends, 
this short-term pain will 
bring long-term gain for 
customers all along the 7.”

Meanwhile, the conver-
sation continues at 7 Train 
Blues as riders share their 
growing frustration. 

“We’re not looking for 
any miracles, just some im-
provement,” Orlando said. 
“The impetus for starting 
the blog is to get the MTA to 
make improvements. How 
can the mayor talk about 
moving in 100,000 people to 
the Sunnyside Yards with-
out addressing the infra-
structure first?”

Continued from Page 1 

7 Train
William wanted to give his 
bride a beautiful wedding, 
but Gwen didn’t want to 
wait and the couple eloped. 
More than 25 years later 
the couple decided to re-
new their vows. Gwen has 
had serious health issues 
over the years, and she is 
currently battling breast 
cancer for the second time.  
Yet she still dreamed of a 
ceremony and reception 
that would make up for the 
wedding she never had, 
but chemotherapy treat-
ments and recovery from 
a mastectomy have made 
it challenging to plan. The 
lack of funds as a result 
of the medical bills and 
other expenses has also 
prevented the couple from 
envisioning how to make 
their special day a reality.

That’s when Gwen’s 
childhood friend got in-
volved. Stephanie Rich-
ardson, a former high 
school classmate, used 
her experience as an event 
planner to arrange for the 
couple’s big day.

“Gwen thinks they’re 
renewing their vows in my 
cousin’s backyard,” Rich-
ardson said. Instead she 
decided to create a fairy 

tale wedding for the Red-
mans, without any cost 
to the couple, and began 
sending over 2,000 e-mails 
over the past year.

“I started with War-
ren Buffet, Bill Gates and 
Oprah because I figured I 
had nothing to lose,” she 
said. “As time went on it 
became easier to ask, and I 
would tell Gwen’s story to 
anyone that would listen.”

Kleinfeld Bridals of-
fered to “gift” a pink gown 
representing Gwen’s bat-
tle with breast cancer, but 
the search for a space for 
the wedding was going no-
where. Then Richardson 
discovered The Foundry, 
a wedding space located 
at 42-38 Ninth St. in Long 
Island City, which in 2013 
was named by BuzzFeed 
as one of the 22 Coolest 
Places in the United States 
to get married.

“I sent them an e-mail 
and I was surprised to hear 
from them right away,” 
Richardson recalled. “Ju-
lie from the Foundry said 
everyone there was in 
tears after reading what I 
wrote and that they want-
ed to help.”

Continued from Page 1 

Wedding

Gwen and William Richardson 
are renewing their vows after 
25 years with plenty of sup-
port from the community and 
one childhood friend. 
Photo courtesy Stephanie Richardson
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