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BY TOM MOMBERG

Members of the newly 
formed New York Airport 
Community Roundtable Com-
mittees for LaGuardia and 
John F. Kennedy International 
Airports met Tuesday night to 
install  their leadership.

The roundtable last ad-
journed in November without 
achieving any aims. But the 
Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey urged things 
along this time, suggesting the 
airport committees structure 
a single coordination com-
mittee that would streamline 
communication between com-
munities around both airports 
with the Port Authority and 
the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration.

“We don’t want to dictate 
how this group functions, but 
we just thought we needed to 
start somewhere,” said Port 
Authority Assistant Direc-
tor of Aviation Public Affairs 
Ralph Tragale, who also said 
the Port Authority still had to 
allocate money for the round-
table’s operations.

The roundtable is intended 
to mitigate community con-
cerns over air traffic noise and 
other neighborhood spin-offs 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The day after two Queens 
members of his Jamaica 
mosque were arrested and 
charged with plotting a ter-
ror attack on U.S. soil, the 
women’s iman addressed his 
shocked congregation at Fri-
day prayers.

In an interview with the 
TimesLedger this week, Imam 
Charles Aziz Bilal reiterated 
what he had told his followers 
at Masjid Alhamdulillah on 
Sutphin Boulevard.

“We condemn these kinds 
of groups, they are not teach-
ing our faith, they are hijack-
ing it and to see some of our 
young people to be trapped 
like that is very unfortunate,” 
he said. . “These people have 
hijacked our religion for their 
own agenda.”

Asia Siddiqui, 31, and 
Noelle Velentzas, 28, were 
charged with conspiracy to 
use a weapon of mass destruc-
tion against persons or prop-
erty in the United States April 
5 in Brooklyn federal court 
and held without bail, federal 
officials said..

Siddiqui, Velentzas and  
her family regularly attended 
and participated in the Jamai-
ca mosque’s activities.

Prosecutors contended Sid-
diqui and Velentzas repeat-

Continued on Page 57Continued on Page 57
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

For Jigar Jamindar, going 
to a gym in Forest Hills keeps 
him out of a wheelchair. 

“If I stop training, I’ll go 
back to being handicapped,” 
Jamindar said last week, while 
working on his biceps. 

Genetics by Geno, a sports 
facility at 70-15Austin St., re-
cently expanded its gym, add-
ing a second floor filled with 
cycling machines to the com-
plex. Unlike regular gyms, 
Genetics members all train 
personally with founder Geno 
Sylvain, who has been a train-

er for 33 years and has built 
a following during that time. 
And for many people like Ja-
mindar, working with Sylvain 
is an essential part of his well-
being. 

In 2007, Jamindar began 
working in construction after 

Continued on Page 57

JFK, LGA 
roundtable   
picks chairs

Gym offers more than just muscle 

Imam speaks out on arrest
Two women charged with terrorism frequented his Jamaica mosque

Marine veteran Jigar Jamindar works out at Genetics, a gym in Forest 
Hills. After falling 40 feet during a construction accident in 2007, doc-
tors told him he would never walk again.  Photo by Eric Jankiewicz

Det. Meghan Kinsella of the 108th Precinct (inset) is hailed this week for coaxing a suicidal mother 
off the Kosciuszko Bridge after a two-hour stand-off. See story on Page 16 Photo by Steven Maleck

THE HERO COP WHO SAVED A MOM
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
A young Queens man   has 

been convicted of murder 
and other charges in connec-
tion with the 2013 murder of 
a young, newlywed woman 
during a robbery in Hollis 
announced the Queens Dis-
trict Attorney office. 

Rohan R. Hankerson, 23, 
from Ferndale Ave. in Jamai-
ca was convicted of murder, 
robbery and criminal posses-
sion of a weapon as well as 
stolen property. 

The nearly four-week jury 
trial took place before Justice 
Gregory L. Lasak at Queens 
Supreme Court. 

According to trial testi-
mony, newlywed Guyanese 
couple, Rabia Mohammed, 
23, and her husband Shazam 
Khan, 29, of five months were 
walking in front of 90-57 204 
St. just after 8:30 p.m. on 
March 13, 2011, towards their 
her in-laws home nearby. 

When Hankerson and his 
accused accomplices, Ian 
Green, Tiyquon Hodges and 
Corey Brown, came up behind 
the couple. It is alleged that 
two of the defendants threw 
Khan to the ground and that 
one of the defendants said to 
her, “Give me the bag,” said 
court records. 

According to court re-
cords, Brown struggled with 
Mohammed for her purse. 
When she screamed, Green 
pulled out a 9mm silver pis-
tol and fired one shot, fatally 
striking her in the chest. 
Hankerson was the get-away 
driver in the incident, the DA 
said.

“His actions have caused 
a great deal of pain and in-
consolable loss to the victim’s 
husband and family. As such, 
the imposition of a lengthy 
prison sentence is more than 
warranted,” said Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown. 

 Hankerson’s sentencing 
hearing was scheduled for 
May 6 and he faces up to 49 
years in prison, according to 
the district attorney. 

Green, 21, from 115th 
Avenue in Jamaica pleaded 
guilty to manslaughter, four 
counts of first-degree rob-
bery (charge includes other 
robberies) ) and criminal pos-
session of a weapon. Green 
was sentenced to 25 years in 
prison.

Brown, 21, from Brook-
lyn pleaded guilty to robbery 
in March 2014 and was sen-
tenced to 23 years in prison. 

Hodges, 20, of 154th Street 
in Jamaica, is presently 
awaiting trial on murder and 
other charges for his alleged 
involvement in the shooting 
incident.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

 IN THIS ISSUE 

BY BILL PARRY

Fans of one of the country’s 
fastest growing sports will 
soon have a second venue for 
indoor rock climbing in Long 
Island City. A company called 
Brooklyn Boulders will open 
a 25,000-square-foot facility in 
the Q41 Building, at 23-10 41st 
Ave. in the Dutch Kills section, 
called BKB Queensbridge.

The venue will feature a va-
riety of premier climbing ter-
rain, climbing classes, fitness 
programs and equipment, a 
dedicated weight room, spa-
cious yoga studio, saunas, 
youth programs, and multiple 
event spaces for community 
use.

“We’re the only gym in this 
area of spectacular growth 
and with all of this space we 
want to serve the community,” 
Brooklyn Boulders Co-Found-
er Lance Pinn said. “We’re 
reaching out to every niche in 
the neighborhood from Meet-
Up groups to the LGBT com-
munity, from mountaineers 
to people with disabilities. 
We want to give everyone a 
big space that they can use as 
their own club, someplace to 
go when you don’t want to go 
out drinking.”

When the 30-year-old trans-
planted Californian wanted to 
add a fourth location to his 
growing chain, Pinn began 
looking at Long Island City in 
2010. 

“I was drawn to this neigh-
borhood because Queens Plaza 
has the fifth most accessible 
subway hub with seven differ-
ent subway lines,” Pinn said. 
“Then I started doing more re-
search and I began seeing how 
many residential high-rises 
and hotels were being devel-
oped in Dutch Kills and Court 
Square. We bet big signing a 
25-year lease and I can’t wait 
to see what this place is like 17 
years from now.  We’re all in.”

The boom in residential 
growth is what drew Mike 
Wolfert to convert a huge ware-
house into The Cliffs at LIC in 
April 2014, an even larger rock 
climbing facility at 11-11 44th 
Drive. 

“We welcome our new 
neighbors,” Wolfert said. “I 
think the more people intro-
duced to rock climbing is bet-
ter for everyone.”

Indoor rock climbing has 
become an urban professional 
sports craze in recent years 
the way boxing was popular in 
the ‘80s and ‘90s, before fears 
of head injury caused mem-
berships to decline. Brooklyn 
Boulders was at the cusp, open-
ing its first venue in Gowanus, 
Brooklyn in 2009 followed by 
locations in Boston and Chi-
cago. 

“I think the two sports are 
similar in that rock climbing 
gives you the physical exercise 
as well as the mental chal-
lenge,” Pinn said. “It’s like the 
sweet science in terms of intel-
lectual engagement.”

BKB Queensbridge will 
feature Active Collaborative 
Workspace built on the prem-
ise that physicality stimulates 
innovation and creativity. 

“There will be computers 
stations, stand-up desks and 
conference tables where you 
can work on a project,” Pinn 
said. “As soon as the writer’s 
block sets in, you can go for 
a climb, take a sauna and a 
shower and come back re-
freshed with a clear mind.”

The company chose to use 
Queensbridge as a tip of the 

Continued on Page 9

Rabia Mohammad and Shazam 
Khan on their wedding day just 
a few months before Rabia was 
shot to death while walking to 
her mother-in-law’s home.  

File Photo

Brooklyn Boulders is about to open a new rock climbing facility in Long 
Island City called BKB Queensbridge. Photo courtesy Brooklyn Boulders

Robber found guilty 
in newlywed murder

Dutch Kills gets new gym
Rock climbing and more in store at BKB Queensbridge
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BY BILL PARRY

For 30 years, Elmhurst 
resident Jennifer Chu and her 
neighbors on Manilla Street 
would look at an overgrown 
vacant lot that was used main-
ly for illegal dumping. They 
feared something more nefari-
ous.

“The weeds would grow 
taller than me at five feet,” 
Chu said. “We all worried that 
someday one of us might be 
dragged into that lot where 
someone would do bad things 
and no one would see. It was 
scary.”

Two and a half years ago, 
Chu and her friends went to 
work on clearing the lot where 
Manilla Street meets the curv-
ing Kneeland Avenue. Then 
the small group started plant-
ing a community garden.

“My neighbors and I along 
with the young people from 
the Young Governors of New 
Life Church tended to the 
garden,” Chu said. “Not only 
had we cleaned it up after it 

was vacant all those years, we 
made it safer. I also came to 
know and become friends with 
many of my neighbors over the 
years.”

It all came to an end in 
February when the absentee 
owner decided to sell the prop-
erty to the developers of five 
two-family homes. Chu and 
her group received no prior 

notice.
“I was at work last month 

and I started to get phone calls 
from my neighbors telling 
me something was going on,” 
Chu recalled. “And then they 
started texting me photos of 
the wall going up. There was 
nothing I could do because I 
was at work.” 

There wasn’t much to be 

done anyway, she added, be-
cause when the retired attor-
ney, who owned the lot, gave 
permission to clean up and 
garden the property he said he 
would one day sell the land.

The new owners is Ai Yun 
Chan and a group of partners 
using the name 8105 Kneeland 
Avenue LLC, according to city 
records. 

“He has as-of-right and can 
do what he wants without even 
talking to the Community 
board,” said Chu, a member of 
CB 4. “Plus, when they put up 
the wall, they were nice enough 
to keep our gate and lock so we 
could retrieve our stuff.”

The group is looking to 
donate their equipment and 
plants to another community 
garden. 

“But with all the devel-
opment going on we haven’t 
found any,” Chu said. “We 
were going to try and start an-
other garden of our own, but 
there aren’t any vacant lots 
left around here anymore.”

She added that there was 
no bitterness towards the new 
owner.

 “In the grand scheme of 
things the scary overgrown lot 
is gone,” Chu said. “And I was 
able to become better friends 
with my neighbors.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

The Elmhurst Community Garden is sold without any warning to the gardners. Photo by Bill Parry

Elmhurst community garden site sold to developer
No notice given to the neighbors, church group that tamed the overgrown vacant lot

HOUSE 
CALLS
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FOOT  
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DIABETIC 
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FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
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Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:

PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. FEDERBUSCH, DPM
Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics

65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

SATURDAY HOURS HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

718-366-FEET / 718-366-3338
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash
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GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

This bill isn’t going to go 
down without a fight.

For six consecutive years 
supporters of mixed martial 
arts have tried to legalize the 
sport in New York, the only 
state in America that has a 
ban on professional MMA. 

In March, the state Senate 
passed a bill for the sixth time 
in as many years that would 
legalize the full-contact sport 
and allow it to be played in 
places like Madison Square 
Garden, which would provide 
a stream of new revenue. 

But before fighters begin 
to strap on the gloves, a bill 
has to pass the state Assem-
bly. In the past the Assembly 
failed process the bill and 
allowed it to stagnate. This 
year pro lawmakers are hop-
ing that newly elected offi-
cials will help move the bill 
along to become law. 

“There’s still opposition 
to this,” said Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park, who is a co-sponsor of 
the bill. “There’s a new crop 
of elected officials who can 
help swing the balance.” 

Along with new members, 
Assemblyman Carl Heastie 
(D-The Bronx) replaced the 
former Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver, who resigned 
Feb. 2 as speaker amid fed-
eral corruption charges. 
Heastie co-sponsored similar 
MMA bills in the past and 
that makes Queens officials 
hopeful.

“I’m a little bit more opti-
mistic,” state Senator Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said. 

The law would give the 
New York State Athletics 
Commission, which regu-
lates all sports in New York, 

the power to regulate MMA. 
If the Assembly passed the 
legislation, the commission 
would have 90 days to estab-
lish regulations for the sport. 
The regulations could include 
stricter health requirements 
and tougher concussion pro-
tocols than in other states, 
but there is also a template 
of rules, drafted in 2001, that 
has served as a blueprint for 
many other states in regulat-
ing MMA.

To fans of other fighting 
sports like boxing, watching 
MMA is an uncanny experi-
ence. The fighters are allowed 
to use any combination of 
fighting styles to defeat their 
opponent. The sport allows 
the use of an array of tech-
niques from striking – kick-
ing, punching – to grappling 
techniques often seen in tra-
ditional wrestling matches 
that often lead to opponents 
fighting on the ground. 
Fighters blend a mixture of 
combat techniques so that ev-
ery match brings together a 
unique set of opponents with 
their own key moves.

Legalization would also 
provide the city, state and 
local businesses with a new 
source of money. 

“I see a potential for our 
neighborhood specifically,” 
said Goldfeder, referring to 
Howard Beach, the Rock-
aways and other areas that 
he represents. “So MMA is a 
statewide issue, but it could 
tremendously help with San-
dy recovery.” 

Goldfeder envisioned a 
whole new industry crop-
ping up in places like Resorts 
World Casino, where the 
game would be allowed to be 
played, and new businesses 
in Howard Beach and Rock-

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
state Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman announced the 
formation of a new joint task 
force to target those who prey 
on immigrants, while encour-
aging victims of fraud to come 
forward without fear. 

The Mayor’s Office of Im-
migrant Affairs and the city 
Department of Consumer Af-
fairs, together with the Office 
of the Attorney General, will 
dedicate enforcement resourc-
es and conduct a public aware-
ness campaign to stop preda-
tors from taking advantage of 
immigrant communities in 
advance of the full implemen-
tation of President Obama’s 
executive action on immigra-
tion.

“The president’s immigra-
tion reforms will initiate an 
economic, political and social 
transformation of our cities 

and our country,” de Blasio 
said. “But unfortunately, this 
progress also brings opportu-
nities for criminals who prey 
on the most vulnerable of us. 
Our joint city-state anti-fraud 
task force will stop fraudsters 
in their tracks and provide a 

safe place for immigrant fraud 
victims to come forward.”

The Anti-Immigration 
Fraud Task Force will go af-
ter scammers who are taking 
advantage of people by falsely 
promising to fast-track ap-

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

State Assemblyman Wil-
liam Scarborough’s attorney 
filed a motion in federal court 
to suppress the cell phone 
data obtained through federal 
search warrants that led to the 
Jamaica Democrat’s  2014 ar-
rest in Albany.

In October, he was arrested 
and charged with stealing cam-
paign funds and falsely collect-
ing travel reimbursements by 
the U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman’s office. . 

The 23-count federal indict-
ment accuses him of withdraw-
ing and diverting over $40,000 
from the bank account of the 
“Friends of Bill Scarborough” 
campaign committee and then 
using those funds for personal 
expenses. Scarborough  also 
was charged with improperly 
claiming “per diem” expenses 
in excess of $40,000 for travel 
that did not take place. 

Scarborough pleaded not 
guilty to the accusations.   Ac-
cording to the court docu-
ments, Scarborough’s attorney, 
E. Stewart Jones, questioned if 
government access to his cellu-
lar data was an infringement 
on Scarborough’s civil liber-
ties. 

In March 2014, Scarbor-
ough’s offices in Albany and 
Queens were raided by the FBI 
during a federal investigation. 
The cell phone data obtained 
by federal investigators pin-
pointed his whereabouts to 
prove that Scarborough was 
not where he claimed he was 
based on his expense reports 
from 2011 to 2012. 

The motion argues that the 
cellular data collected during 
the investigation provided as 
evidence, from 2011 to 2012, 
against Scarborough was con-
ducted prior to the court is-
suing the search warrants in 
March 2014.  

Stewart states in the motion 
that, “Prior to Judge Hummel 
authorizing the seizure of the 

cell phone, the federal agents 
had no authority to have it, to 
examine it, to extract informa-
tion from it, or to review infor-
mation on it.”

Stewart cited two Supreme 
Court decisions, Riley vs. Cali-
fornia and Unites States vs. 
Jones, for the basis of the mo-
tion, which determined cell 
site location data is protected 
by the Fourth Amendment and 
with the reasonable expecta-
tion of privacy. 

The evidence collected on 
past cell phone site location 
data requires a search warrant 
based on probable cause, which 
was not the case, the motion 
said. Stewart pointed out that 
the 2014 search and seizure 
warrant for Scarborough’s of-
fices were issued for “evidence 
of a crime” not probable cause, 
according to the motion.    

The motion hearing is ten-
tatively scheduled for May 11 
in Albany before Judge Thom-
as McAvoy.  

If convicted on all charges, 
Scarborough faces up to 37 
years in prison.  

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

William Scar borough

Urijah Faber, top, and Ivan Menjivar fight during their UFC 157 bantam-
weight mixed martial arts match in Anaheim, Calif. in 2013.  

AP Photo/Jae C. Hong

Mayor Bill de Blasio makes two more announcements regarding the protec-
tion of immigrant communities. Photo copurtesy of Mayor de Blasio/Ed Reed

Pols fi ght to legalize
Mixed Martial Arts

 Scarborough fi ghts fed arrest

Task force eyes scams
Support grows for immigration reform among cities

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 57
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A steady stream of calam-

itous events on the No. 7 sub-
way line has driven two Sun-
nyside community activists 
to start a new blog and Fa-
cebook group, called 7 Train 
Blues that chronicles sus-
pensions of service, delays 
and packed platforms. The 
latest stranding of a packed 
train beneath the East River 
which suspended service in 
both directions during Mon-
day’s morning rush saw the 
membership in the Facebook 
group more than double.

“We went from 300 to over 
700 members after Monday,” 
7 Train Blues creator Me-
lissa Orlando said. “I’ve been 
living in Sunnyside for the last 
15 years and I’ve never seen it 
as bad as the last few months. 
The problems have become 
acute.” 

The non-profit professional 
reached out to Ty Sullivan, a 
marketing executive who she 
knew from several neighbor-
hood fund-raising events. He 
helped get the blog and Face-
book group up and running.

“It was Melissa that came 
up with the whole thing. I just 
got the wheels running mar-
keting-wise,” Sullivan said. 
“She was the original ‘this 
sucks - let’s make noise’ lady.”

Straphangers on the No. 7 
have been subjected to regular 
disruption of weekend service 
for the last several years as the 

MTA makes needed repairs, 
which are part of its multi-
million-dollar capital project. 
Monday’s incident took things 
to a different level.

More than 540 riders 
aboard a Manhattan-bound 
train became stranded when 
a contact shoe on one of the 
cars came in contact with the 

third rail at 8:33 a.m., creating 
a smoke condition, an agency 
spokeswoman said. A rescue 
train was sent to evacuate 
the riders and bring them to 
Grand Central Station.

Service was suspended 
in both directions until it re-
sumed after 10 a.m. By then 
the damage was done to the 

morning commutes for thou-
sands along the 7 line. City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), who 
railed against the MTA dur-
ing a Sunnyside rally last 
month, resumed his attack 
Monday.

“Today’s catastrophic 
delays on the 7 line is just 
one more incident in a long 
line of horrific experiences 
Queens riders face almost 
every single day during rush 
hour,” he said. “Time and 
time again my constituents 
do not get the reliable service 
they pay for. These incidents 
are continuing to pile up and 
onto hardworking New York-
ers who rely heavily on the 

MTA to provide quality ser-
vice.”

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) was livid. 

“The 7 train nightmare 
continues,” he said. “We have 
been dealing with this for 
months already and this chap-
ter is especially troubling, 
with riders trapped under the 
river for an extended period. 

BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) has introduced 
a bill that would eliminate 
Brooklyn-Queens Day from 
the school calendar to make 
way for a Lunar New Year hol-
iday, but the city Department 
of Education said that would 
not work. 

The Brooklyn-Queens 
Day, enacted May 28, 1861, 
celebrates the founding of the 
Sunday School movement in 
Brooklyn. It is also celebrated 
in Queens since more of the 
observing population moved 
to the borough. 

Stavisky said the holiday 
is outdated and an alternative 
to addressing the logistical 
issues behind making Lunar 
New Year a holiday. 

“It seemed to me like this 
was a good area,” Stavisky an-

nounced at a news conference 
Tuesday at her district office 
at 142-29 37th Ave. in down-
town Flushing. 

Brooklyn-Queens Day is 
a legal state holiday for stu-
dents attending public schools 
in Brooklyn and Queens, but 
the DOE extended it to all five 
boroughs in 2005 when it was 

included in the teachers’ col-
lective bargaining contract 
as a citywide professional de-
velopment day, according to a 
DOE spokeswoman. 

The DOE cannot exchange 
a day of professional develop-
ment, where teachers work a 

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Queens residents have 

submitted the largest number 
of municipal ID applications 
out of the five boroughs, the 
city announced last week.

Out of 101,063 processed 
applications from the five 
boroughs during period from  
Jan. 1 to March 30, the city 
has received 34,616 applica-
tions from Queens, according 
to the first quarterly IDNYC 
report prepared by the city 
Human Resources Adminis-
tration, the Mayor’s Office of 
Immigrant Affairs and the 
Mayor’s Office of Operations. 

The second highest was 
Brooklyn, with 30,805 appli-
cations, and the lowest was 
Staten Island, with 3,513. The 
city received 14,976 applica-
tions from Manhattan and 
17,153 applications from the 
Bronx. 

Javier Valdes, co-director 
of Make the Road New York, 
whose organization advocat-
ed for the municipal ID, said 
the number of applications 
indicates the policy is work-
ing and is needed.

“It showed how many 
people wanted to have access 
to the benefits and it dem-
onstrated that it was a good 
policy because it really is ad-
dressing a need for so many 
people,” Valdes said.

The 100,000th New Yorker 
applied for an IDNYC card 
March 30, the 77th day since 
the card was launched, ex-
ceeding 1 percent of the city’s 
population, at about 84,000. 

“That’s thousands of New 
Yorkers that can now easily 
enter municipal buildings, 
take advantage of cultural 
and prescription benefits, 

A mob gathers above the Vernon-Jackson subway station after a 7 train was disabled under the East River 
during Monday's morning rush. Photo by Ty Sullivan

Assemblyman Ron Kim (l.-r.), Sen. Toby Stavisky and Councilman Peter 
Koo announcing a new bill that would make Lunar New Year a school hol-
iday. Photo by Madina Toure

Municipal ID popular 
among Queens locals 

Scrap Brooklyn-Queens Day 
for Lunar New Year: Stavisky

No. 7 riders post gripes on Facebook    
MTA investigating cause of latest debacle that trapped straphangers beneath East River

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

 The city Department of 
Transportation rejected the 
Jamaica Center Business Im-
provement District’s proposal 
for an outdoor pedestrian 
plaza by Parsons Boulevard 
between Jamaica and Archer 
avenues, the BID said. 

The proposed plaza, which 
included bistro-style chairs 
and tables alongside planters, 
was planned for mid-summer. 

“The plaza was not ap-
proved by the DOT, but there 
may be a street redesign in the 
works,” said Rhonda Binda, 
executive director of Jamaica 
BID.  She said to stay tuned for 
some new, fresher ideas for the 
street redesign. 

The plaza proposal re-
quires the approval of both the 
local community board as well 
as the DOT.

It was executed under the 
BID’s former director, Felicia 
Tunnah, who resigned from 
the position last year.  

The DOT began the Plaza 
Program initiative in 2008 un-
der the Bloomberg administra-
tion. The agency works with 

selected not-for-profit organi-
zations to create neighborhood 
plazas throughout the city, ac-
cording to the DOT website.  

The DOT funds the design 
and construction of the plaza, 
but responsibilities of the non-
profits can include outreach, 
design, funding plan, insur-
ance, maintenance, program-
ming and events. 

Plaza proposals evaluations 

must take into account sur-
rounding land uses and busi-
nesses, proximity to transit, 
and pedestrian activity.  Sites 
smaller than 2,000 square feet 
are not likely to get the green 
light.

The DOT also conducts an 
analysis which includes traf-
fic and pedestrian counts; 
crash data; parking impacts; 
nearby bicycle, bus, or truck 
route impacts; surrounding 
land uses and access to transit 
and open space. In some cases, 
a full traffic study may be re-
quired, according to the city 
agency. 

Any or all revenue obtained 
through the use of the plaza 
space must go back into the 
maintenance, management, 
and operation of the plazas, ac-
cording to DOT. 

At this point there is only 
one Queens pedestrian plaza 
in Jackson Heights on 37th 
Road between 74th Street and 
Broadway. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

There’s something funny 
about Glendale. 

The owners of a bar on 
7122 Myrtle Avenue, called 
The Avenue, are gathering 
the wits of the working-class 
neighborhood and other areas 
of Queens for a comedy show 
in the bar. Robert Schoemig, 
one of three owners, said 
they tried something similar 
in 2011, but people in the area 
didn’t show much interest. 

Now a comedian who lives 
in the area, Johnny Baron, 
and Schoemig decided to try 
again. This time they drew 
on the neighborhood’s talent 
as a way of attracting people 
nearby to the show.

“We wanted to do some-
thing where people can stick 
in Queens,” Schoemig said. 
“And we’re really taking 
off now. People love it and 
they’re coming back.”

Schoemig hosted a show 
in the beginning of April and 

the next one will be on April 
24. The shows are always free 
and held in the basement, an 
appropriate place for an ama-
teur comedy performance, 
Schoemig said. The upcom-
ing event will feature five co-
medians, most of them from 
Queens, bantering with the 
audience for 15 minutes each. 

Rather then competing 
with Manhattan’s myriad of 
comedy clubs, Schoemig be-
lieves that the bar’s show is 
an alternative for people who 
don’t want to travel all the 
way to Manhattan.

“You shouldn’t have to go 
all the way over there for fun 
bar activities,” he said. “This 
borough already has so much 
to offer through diverse cul-
tures so it only makes sense 
that we also have comedy 
shows.” 

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

The pedestrian plaza proposed 
by the Jamaica BID was for 
Parsons Blvd between Jamaica 
and Archer Avenues was not ap-
proved by the city’s Department of 
Transportation. Google Earth

Glendale bar hosts 
comedy club night

Jamaica plaza plan zapped

Memoirs of veterans suf-
fering from Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) have 
widely become a topic of dis-
cussion due in part to their 
depictions in recent films. 
While we are able to witness 
their accounts of PTSD for 
a few hours, many veterans 
have to live with the reality 
of this debilitating disorder 
for a lifetime. It is estimated 
that hundreds of thousands of 
veterans suffer from combat- 
related mental illnesses but 
only 23-40% seek professional 
help, because mental illness is 
sadly and often stigmatized.

In an effort to combat this 
stigma The Psychiatric De-
partment of Jamaica Hospital 
Medical Center in conjunc-
tion with the New York State 
Psychiatric Association and 
the Queens District Branch 
of the American Psychiatric 
Association hosted the Veter-
an’s Mental Health Primary 

Care Training Initiative on 
April 2nd. The event educated 
health care professionals on 
the best practices for treat-
ing mental disorders such as 
PTSD and traumatic brain in-
juries linked to PTSD among 
returning combat veterans.

Additionally the depart-
ment of psychiatry used the 
event as a platform to bring 
attention to the increasing 
rates of substance abuse and 
suicide among veterans. The 
negative perceptions associ-

ated with mental illness can 
sometimes lead veterans to 
believe that they are weak or 
should be ashamed of seeking 
professional help. In order to 
cope with the complications of 
mental illness, some veterans 
may self-medicate by using al-
cohol or narcotics and in ex-
treme cases commit suicide.

Jamaica Hospital is dedi-
cated in building programs to 
increase awareness of these 
disorders and heighten sensi-
tivity when treating veterans. 
Several staff members of the 
hospital such as Dr. Richard 
Pinsker, are also veterans and 
believe the training initiative 
was vital. “Attitudes towards 

PTSD and other mental ill-
nesses are shifting in a posi-
tive direction; many are rec-
ognizing that the emotional 
and mental wounds can be 
as detrimental to our vets as 
the physical,” said Pinsker. 
He continues, “Veterans are 
very appreciative when oth-
ers take the time to care.”

Jamaica Hospital combating  
the stigma of PTSD in veterans
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 FLUSHING — A 30-year-old Queens woman was reported 
missing Sunday, a day after she was discharged from medi-
cal care.

 The New York City Police Department sought public as-
sistance in locating Xizi Qui, of 43-57 Union St., in Flushing.

 Qui was last seen leaving the Cornerstone of Medical Arts 
Center, 159-05 Union Turnpike, in the confines of the 109th 
Precinct on Saturday, according to police sources. She was 
described as an Asian woman, 5-feet-1-inch tall, 105 pounds 
with a thin build and light complexion. Qui has long black 
hair and brown eyes.

 Anyone with information regarding a missing person 
has been encouraged to call NYPD’s Crime Stoppers hotline 
at 800-577-8477.

JAMAICA — Two men in their 
20s died after their car crashed into 
scaffolding in front of a Jamaica high 
school early Sunday morning, the 
NYPD said.

A 2001 Nissan Maxima was travel-
ing eastbound on the Grand Central 
Parkway service road and lost control 
coming off the roadway and struck 
construction scaffolding at Thomas 
Edison HS at 165-65 84th Ave., accord-
ing to the NYPD’s Highway Patrol Col-
lision Investigation Squad.

The car, which had two passengers, 
became engulfed in flames, police 
said. The passengers were found unre-
sponsive and unconscious, with severe 
burn trauma and were pronounced 
dead at the scene.

The identities of the victims were 
not yet known, according to a police 
spokesman.

JAMAICA — Police have identified 
the woman who was picked up by emer-
gency medical units after midnight 
Saturday at the intersection of 131st 
Street and Jamaica Avenue. 

Safiya McLean, 18, was found inco-
herent and unresponsive, and taken to 
Jamaica hospital.   

McLean, who is homeless, was 
wearing blue jeans, a dark colored coat 
and multicolored sneakers.

A video, released by police authori-
ties, showed that McLean was being 
dragged by an unidentified male from 
a vehicle parked nearby where she was 
found. 

The man was identified as a Good 
Samaritan by police, who found her 
and stayed with her until an EMS unit 
arrived, according to ABC news. The 
news channel also reported that the 
woman had a medical condition and 
showed signs of heavy drug use. 

McLean remained in critical but 
stable condition at Jamaica Hospital. 
The investigation was ongoing. 

Workers from the Medicial Examiners Office 
taking away the body of a young victim 
of a firey Easter morning auto accident 
just off the Grand Central Parkway.  

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Flushing woman reported missing: Cops

Woman dumped on Jamaica street identified

Two die in scaffolding car crash in Jamaica: NYPD
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After two days of mystery, police iden-
tifiy the woman found unresponsive on 
a Jamaica street but are still seeking 
this man who dumped her there.  

Photo courtesy NYPD

XIZI QUI
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Willets Point United, a 

group representing busi-
ness and land owners in the 
blighted area, is raising ques-
tions about the viability of the 
new space in the South Bronx 
where the Sunrise Cooperative 
auto shop group is moving. 

The group said it would 
like to see the successful relo-
cation of businesses like Sun-
rise Coop that are in the first 
phase of the $3 billion Willets 
Point Development Plan, but it 
questions the appropriateness 
of the South Bronx site. 

Gerald Antonacci, WPU’s 
president, said he is concerned 
the group will not be able to 
afford the space and that peo-
ple will not visit the shops in 
the 84,000-square-foot Bronx 
space at 1080 Leggett Ave. in 
Hunts Point. 

He also said Queens-based 
workers would incur an addi-
tional daily bridge toll of $15, 
which work out to about $360 a 
month. 

“You’re putting all these 
people in a factory,” Antonacci 
said. “Are people going to go 
there? You dump these people 
in the middle of nowhere.”

Sunrise Coop received a 
nearly $5.8 million settlement 
from the city to relocate and 
complete renovations at its 
South Bronx space, ending 
the group’s lawsuit against the 
city. It is required to leave Wil-
lets Point by June 1. 

The city Economic Develop-
ment Corporation will pay $4.8 
million and the Queens Devel-
opment Group, the developers 
for the $3 billion Willets Point 
Development Plan, will pay 
$960,000. Sunrise Coop will 
contribute $143,000. 

The group is currently sign-
ing a contract with the con-
struction company and plans 
to save some of the settlement 
funds to pay rent during the 
construction process, which is 
expected to take roughly nine 

months. 
WPU congratulated Sun-

rise Coop on its settlement but 
said it does not help automo-
tive businesses that did not 
join Sunrise Coop because 
they could not afford to pay 
the dues or were excluded for 
other reasons. 

Marco Neira, Sunrise 
Coop’s president, said the group 
decided to relocate to the South 
Bronx because they could not 
find any sites in Queens. 

He said people will contin-
ue to come to the auto shops 
because they save anywhere 
from $300 to $400 on a job and 
the shops address all car-relat-
ed issues.

“We’re not going to lose 
customers, we are going to in-
crease customers,” Neira said. 
“People from the Bronx and 
other places, they’re coming 
to our place.”

He rejected concerns that 
Queens-based workers would 
take on an additional toll cost, 
saying that they can take the 
59th Street Bridge to avoid 
paying a toll. 

He also noted that custom-
ers from Pennsylvania, Con-

necticut and Massachusetts 
will no longer have to pay a 
toll to come to the shops and 
that they find Sunrise Coop’s 
shops prices to be more afford-
able than those in their own 
states.

“I ask them why they come 
from Pennsylvania and they 
said because in Pennsylvania, 
the job costs $400 more than 
here, so that’s why they trip 
all the way down to Willets 
Point,” he said. 

Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz said he would 
work with the group to facili-
tate their move to the area.

“We understand the posi-
tion that they are in and will 
work with them to make their 
transition as easy as possible,” 
Diaz said in a statement. “It’s 
not easy for any business to 
make the cross-borough move 
they are about to make, and 
we will do our best to integrate 
them with other members of 
the business community.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY BILL PARRY
 
An Elmhurst couple, who 

met while working at the 
Flushing Post Office and 
later fell in love, will renew 
their wedding vows in grand 
style April 19 in one of the 
most popular venues in the 
city. But it’s a secret.

When Gwen and William 
Redman married, William 
wanted to give his bride a 
beautiful wedding, but Gwen 
didn’t want to wait and the 
couple eloped. More than 25 
years later the couple decided 
to renew their vows. Gwen 
has had serious health issues 
over the years, and she is cur-
rently battling breast cancer 
for the second time.  Yet she 
still dreamed of a ceremony 
and reception that would 
make up for the wedding she 
never had, but chemotherapy 
treatments and recovery 
from a mastectomy have 
made it challenging to plan. 
The lack of funds as a result 
of the medical bills and other 
expenses has also prevented 
the couple from envisioning 
how to make their special day 
a reality.

That’s when Gwen’s child-
hood friend got involved. 
Stephanie Richardson, a for-
mer high school classmate, 
used her experience as an 
event planner to arrange for 
the couple’s big day.

“Gwen thinks they’re 
renewing their vows in my 
cousin’s backyard,” Richard-
son said. Instead she decided 
to create a fairy tale wedding 
for the Redmans, without any 
cost to the couple, and began 
sending over 2,000 e-mails 
over the past year.

“I started with Warren 
Buffet, Bill Gates and Oprah 
because I figured I had noth-
ing to lose,” she said. “As time 
went on it became easier to 
ask, and I would tell Gwen’s 
story to anyone that would 
listen.”

Kleinfeld Bridals offered 
to “gift” a pink gown repre-
senting Gwen’s battle with 
breast cancer, but the search 
for a space for the wedding 
was going nowhere. Then 
Richardson discovered The 
Foundry, a wedding space 
located at 42-38 Ninth St. in 
Long Island City, which in 
2013 was named by BuzzFeed 
as one of the 22 Coolest Places 
in the United States to get 
married.

“I sent them an e-mail and 

I was surprised to hear from 
them right away,” Richard-
son recalled. “Julie from the 
Foundry said everyone there 
was in tears after reading 
what I wrote and that they 
wanted to help.”

The Albra Metal Foundry 
was part of the industrial 
boom in Long Island City 
more than 110 years ago, but 
it was abandoned and fell 
into disrepair during the 
‘70s. Tim Du Val, an Austra-
lian native and landscape de-
signer, acquired the property 
in 1982 and spent the next two 
decades transforming the ru-
ins into an event space for 
wedding and corporate par-
ties.

Several TV commercials 
and scenes from popular sit-
coms have been shot there, 
shows such as “Sex & The 
City,” “30 Rock and  the HBO 
hit show Girls.  The site fee for 
the main hall starts at $11,200 
for weddings.

Julie Miller, the Produc-
tion/Event Manager at The 
Foundry said Richardson’s e-
mail could not have been bet-
ter timed. Two days earlier, 
Miller had had a “very deep” 
conversation with The Foun-
dy owner Alison Du Val.

“We had just discussed 
how we wanted to be more 
involved in the community 
and be more pilanthropic 
and then the e-mail arrived,” 
Miller said.

Willets Point United has expressed concerns about Sunrise Cooperative’s 
new South Bronx space. 

Gwen and William Richardson 
are renewing their vows af-
ter 25 years with plenty of sup-
port from the community and 
one childhood friend. 

Photo courtesy Stephanie Richardson

Surprise vow renewals
set for Elmhurst couple 

Bronx site criticized
New Willets Point auto shop space draws mixed views 

hat to the neighborhood. 
“Dutch Kills is a great 

name, but it doesn’t describe 
the geography,” Pinn said. 
“I mean everyone knows the 
Queensboro Bridge, Simon 

and Garfunkel even sang 
about it. But it’s also about the 
Queensbridge Houses just two 
blocks away - I’m a big Nas fan 
as well.”

The rap star from Queens-
bridge isn’t the only one Pinn 
praises. 

“I loved 5Pointz and I’ve 
been talking to some of their 

artists about putting their art 
on some of the walls,” Pinn said 
about the graffiti mecca that 
was torn down. “Of course, it 
will have to be inside.”

 Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

Continued from Page 2 

Climbing
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Borough President Melinda Katz 
declared April 2015 as Landmarks 
Month, which will feature a series of 
events, including a special reception to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
the landmarks law.

Katz spoke about the anniversary 
and its importance to Queens resi-
dents. 

“Queens landmarks will come to-
gether to celebrate the golden anniver-
sary of the landmarks law with a series 
of events designed to educate residents 
and visitors of our neighborhoods’ 
beautiful and rich histories,” she said. 
“As our communities and families 
grow, our borough also balances that 
growth with efforts to preserve the 
irreplaceable landmark treasures the 
contextualize our present and shape 
our future.”

According to the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission, the LPC is the 
largest municipal preservation agency 
in the nation. It is responsible for pro-
tecting New York City’s architectural-
ly, historically, and culturally signifi-
cant buildings and sites by granting 
them landmark or historic district 
status, and regulating them once they 
have been designated.

Under the landmarks law, Queens 
has 11 historic districts, two interior 
landmarks and more than 70 individu-
al landmarks. Among the many land-
marks are the Louis Armstong Muse-
um in Corona, the Bayside Historical 
Society in Bayside and the Jamaica 
Arts Center in Jamaica. 

Katz will host a special reception 
April 21 to commemorate the anniver-
sary at the Queens Museum in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park. Attendees 
will get a first look at the opening of 
the museum’s exhibit “Panorama of 
Queens, 1965-2015- Fifty Years of Land-
marking.” It will identify all Queens 
landmarks with a special marker on 

the renowned Panorama of New York 
City.  

The reception will be free and open 
to the public.

The borough president has put a cal-
endar of commemorative events at var-
ious Queens landmarks on her website 
at www.queensbp.org/landmarks50, 
which will be updated throughout the 
year.

 Celebrations are already planned 
at the Louis Amrstrong House Muse-
um in Corona, the Lawrence Cemetery 
in Bayside, the Fort Totten Historic 
District and the Voelker Orth Home in 
Flushing.

The Landmarks Commission is 
comprised of a panel of 11 commission-
ers who are appointed by the mayor 
and supported by a staff of approxi-
mately 67 preservationists, research-
ers, architects, historians, attorneys, 
archaeologists and administrative 
employees. There are more than 33,000 
landmark properties in New York City, 
most of which are located in 114 his-
toric districts and 20 historic district 
extensions in all five boroughs. The 
total number of protected sites also 
includes 1,347 individual landmarks, 
117 interior landmarks and 10 scenic 
landmarks.

The panorama of New York City at the 
Queens Museum will be a centerpiece of 
Melinda Katz' Landmarks Month celebra-
tion.  Photo by Michael Shain

April offi cially dubbed 
boro landmark month

Apply for an MCU Mortgage today!

212-238-3521 | nymcu.org/mortgages

*    360 monthly payments of $4.42 per $1,000 borrowed. This APR (Annual 

80%, the APR and monthly payment term will be higher due to PMI (Private 
Mortgage Insurance). Rates in effect as of 04/08/2015. Rates and terms may 

located in New York and New Jersey. Loans and interest rates are subject to 
credit approval. FNMA limits apply. Membership is required.

**  A
Closing costs paid by Municipal Credit Union (“MCU”) will be applied to MCU’s 
application fee, commitment fee and attorney fee. (The application 
fee is collected at application and will be rebated if and when loan 
closes.) For further details, call us today at 212-238-3521.

Home
Sweet Home

J U S T  G O T  A  L I T T L E  S W E E T E R

3 0  Y E A R  F I X E D  R AT E

3.599%3.375%
APR*Rate

Save up to $1,500 on closing fees**

FOLLOW US ON

SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE AND  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

ADOPT A PET

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 

25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Wespaw Pets
4405 Queens Blvd. • Sunnyside, NY
SUN APR 12 • 12PM – 5PM



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 10–16, 2015 11  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The man suspected of firing shots 
in the World Resort Casino parking lot 
turned himself in at the 106th Precinct 
with his attorney Tuesday night after 
authorities released his photo to the 
media, the police said.

 Jaquan Roberts, 22, from Brooklyn 
was charged with two counts of as-
sault, criminal possession of a weapon 
and reckless endangerment, according 
to court records filed by the police.

As police were in the middle of 
breaking up a brawl inside the South 
Ozone Park casino last Friday night, 
shots were heard in the casino park-
ing lot and officers rushed to the scene 
to conduct a search of the lot, then all 
area hospitals but found no victims 
with a gunshot wound, the NYPD said.

Surveillance video of the incident 
was discovered and detectives poured 
through additional video and were able 
to track Roberts back into the casino 
before the shooting began and capture 
his image, authorities said. 

From the license plate shown on the 
video, it was determined that Roberts 
fled in a gray 2001 Acura with New 
York state plates, said police. 

Detectives were able to trace a regis-
tered owner’s name and address to two 
people who have been arrested in the 
past. Driver’s license photos of those 
two individuals, along with a surveil-
lance photo of Robert from inside the 
casino, were then taken to the NYPD’s 
Real Time Crime Center’s Facial Rec-
ognition Unit, according to police. 

The Facial Recognition Unit then 
identified Jaquan Roberts, who had 
been arrested in 2010 on charges of pos-
sessing a loaded .22 caliber American 
Arms revolver after he shot himself in 
the right leg, police said. 

The chair-throwing, fist-flying 
brawl with a dozen people took place 
inside the food court last Friday on the 
line for FAT Tuesdays, a New Orleans 
daiquiri chain, and police responded 
to a call to control the crowd, accord-
ing to numerous videos posted on the 
Web. It was the opening night for the 
FAT  Tuesdays’ concession, which was 
offering free refills on drinks.

Three other men were arrested in 
the brawl, Andrew Rivers, 23, from 
Brooklyn, was charged with disorderly 
conduct; Jovan Bovell, 23, was charged 

with disorderly conduct and resisting 
arrest; and  Marcus Stewart, 30, was 
issued two summonses for disorderly 
conduct and released, the NYPD said. 

Five people were injured, including 
one police officer who had a hand in-
jury and four security personnel, suf-
fered minor injuries, sources said. 

“On Friday evening, Resorts World 
security responded to an altercation 
in the food court area and worked to 
quickly bring the situation under con-
trol,” the company said in a prepared 
statement. “The safety of our patrons 
is Resorts World’s top priority, and 
there is absolutely no room for this 
kind of behavior at our facility. We are 
reviewing all aspects of this unfortu-
nate event and are fully committed to 
taking steps to ensure similar acts do 
not take place ever again.” 

A spokesman from World Resorts 
Casino said security has been in-
creased and the establishment is coop-
erating with police authorities in the 
investigation. 

“This is an isolated incident for us,” 
he said. “ There is no pattern here of 
previous incidents.”

 The cause of the brawl was under 
investigation.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

The chair-throwing fist-fighting brawl be-
tween more than a dozen people inside 
World Resort Casino had five people injured, 
one policeman and four security personnel, 
on April 6th.  YouTube

 Brooklyn man booked
in shooting near casino

away devoted to the sport. 
But for now fighters in New York 

will have to stick to amateur fights, 
which are largely unregulated. And 

the state will have to go without an 
MMA source of income.

“I hate to think of the hundreds of 
millions, even billions, that we’ve al-
ready lost,”  Addabbo said. 

Reach reporter Eric Jankiewicz by e-
mail at ejankiewicz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 4 

MMA
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

 I am writing on behalf of a 
large number of senior citizens 
who enjoy the great game of boc-
ce at Juniper Park in Middle Vil-
lage. This game is good  for our 
health and mind. For many of us, 
it keeps us literally alive.

 We have been playing the 
game winter and summer with 
little maintenance on our part 
due to a poor renovation done to 
the courts, which was completed 
in July 2014.  The warranty is due 
to expire soon.

The following is a list of some 
of the problems

No. 1 There is little or no drain-

age when it rains. the water stays 
shallow under the surface.

 No. 2  The canopies have pan-
els overlapping downward onto 
the courts. Consequently when 
its rains, the dripping causes 
deep holes on the playing surface. 
We are aware that to reverse the 
panels to face outside the courts 
is a costly proposition.  However, 
there are on the market heavy 
duty tarps that can be installed 
at low cost. 

At the park last month I noticed 
many icicles protruding from the 
panels everywhere.  Around this 
time one of the players got hit by 

an icicle while removing snow 
from one of the courts, thankful-
ly without any consequence.

No. 3  The lighting is very 
poor. The yellow bulbs blend 
negatively with the dark surface.  
We are not able to play after dark. 
Clear bulbs should be used.

 We are going to petition, the 
city, the Parks Department, our 
elected officials to prompt re-
sponsible people to make repairs.

Bocce players of Queens
Middle Village
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Although the Dream Act never made it into the 
state budget, its biggest booster in Albany has been 
able to persuade his colleagues to pass a bill cracking 
down on fake IDs that threaten national security.

Sen. Jose Peralta (D-Jackson Heights) represents 
the ethnic melting pot along Roosevelt Avenue, 
which investigators call the epicenter of the coun-
terfeit mills churning out phony green cards and 
Social Security cards in high demand from illegal 
immigrants.

 Back in 2005 the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security asked law enforcement officials in Queens 
to tackle the dangers posed by illicit government 
documents, which could be used by terrorists to car-
ry out attacks on American soil.

  On a lesser scale, phony drivers’ licenses have 
been implicated in DWI deaths on the roads, while 
cases of SAT test cheating and identity theft have 
been blamed on fraudulent IDs.

  Peralta, who has fought for nearly 10 years to get 
legislation passed to curb the counterfeit mill opera-
tors, prevailed in late March.

 The Senate unanimously backed his bill, which 
prohibits the sale of forged government documents.  
The measure also makes both the sale and manufac-
ture of false government IDs a felony, which carries 
a prison sentence of one to 15 years.

  The Assembly was expected to weigh in on the 
bill soon.

  Peralta, who has championed the Dream Act to 
provide temporary residency to young immigrants 
who complete two years of college or military duty, 
may have lost that round for the time being,  But his 
determination to wipe out the fake ID industry in 
Queens appears to have paid off.

  The Municipal ID Program, introduced by May-
or Bill de Blasio, has also undercut the illegal docu-
ment industry.

  Not surprisingly, Queens residents have applied 
for more than a third of the 100,000 requests for the 
ID from across the city.  Nearly half of the residents in 
Queens are foreign-born and many have struggled to 
establish an official identity so that they can open bank 
accounts and enter public buildings. No questions are 
asked about applicants’ immigration status.

 If passed, Peralta’s bill will help close one loop-
hole for terrorists plotting against the United States 
and the Municipal ID card will remove some of the 
temptation to seek a phony identity.

  Kudos to Peralta for sticking to his guns and to 
de Blasio for opening more doors for the people in 
Queens, from the elderly to the homeless to the un-
documented.

KUDOS TO PERALTA

Juniper Bocce lovers need help
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READERS WRITE

Summer is coming. For 
northeast Queens residents, 
this used to mean enjoying 
time with family, playing 
sports, biking and walking 
near Kissena Park or Little 
Neck Bay. But for the past 
three years it has meant iso-
lating oneself inside, jamming 
the windows shut and waiting 
for a reprieve from a new, low 
altitude flight route that has 
inundated the area with hun-
dreds of planes per day. 

It goes on all summer long, 
without a peep from some of 
our local politicians or me-
dia. It’s the sort of pollution 
– and it is very much pollu-
tion – that can permanently 
change a community. And 
that is what will happen this 
summer, if conditions remain 
unchanged. 

For the past three years, 

many of us have been told that 
in order for our city to com-
pete and remain economically 
viable we must double our air 
traffic at both airports. We 
hear these sorts of statements 
at the aviation roundtable 
and from billionaire activists 
through the media outlets that 
they own. Mostly, we hear it 
from the city Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, whose 
members are supported by the 
same tax base that is being jet-
tisoned from Queens by avia-
tion industry expansion.  

We are told that NYC has 
become dependent upon tour-
ism and real estate for its very 
existence, and that we must 
enhance our air transporta-
tion. We must cram in as many 
planes as possible into the ex-
isting infrastructure, change 
routes and abandon noise mit-

igation of any kind. We must 
do it, we are told, regardless 
of the environmental impact, 
because our economic future 
depends on it. 

Almost unnoticed, the avi-
ation industry has expanded 
and consumed whole neigh-
borhoods in Queens. Through 
a seldom used loophole, FAA 
lawyers were granted an ex-
emption from environmental 
and health studies that would 
have incorporated noise and 
air pollution mitigation. With-
out the studies, components of 
FAA initiatives like NextGen 
and Airspace Redesign have 
been implemented at will, 
wherever and however they 
please, without regard for pub-
lic health. 

In northeast Queens, the 
“TNNIS” route replaced three 
noise mitigation routes that 

had reached an altitude of 
2,500 feet before passing over 
a single residence. TNNIS, by 
contrast, passes over 240,000 
residents before reaching that 
same altitude. 

TNNIS was the first of 
several major changes im-
plemented on behalf of New 
York’s real estate and tour-
ism industries. It was aimed 
at condensing the New York 
airspace in order to pack in as 
many planes - and people - as 
possible. And we need to pack 
in as many planes as possible, 
we’re told, because, aside from 
tourism, our city has no other 
industries left. We must pack 
in the tourists and keep the 
luxury condos full, and we 
need this new route to do it. 
So TNNIS rages on, its usage 
ever increasing. On a map, the 
route looks like a concentrated 

trail of exhaust fumes spew-
ing from an old muffler, plane 
after pane after plane. To me, 
TNNIS is the exhaust pipe of 
hyper gentrification. 

TNNIS has thrown com-
munities and families into 
chaos. Homes are for sale ev-
erywhere and the profession-
als that anchored the area for 
decades are leaving. Kids can’t 
hear their teachers and doc-
tors can’t get a proper blood 
pressure reading from their 
patients. The area is becoming 
unlivable. Flushing, a 400-year 
old town with roots in the reli-
gious freedom movement on 
which the country was based, 
is being sacrificed. It may ul-
timately be absorbed by the 
aviation industry. 

We’ll find out this summer.
 Brian Wills

 East Flushing

Contact the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545 
timesledgernews
@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for 
verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next 
week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

A few weeks ago Phil Oren-
stein touted the accomplish-
ments of his Queens Village 
GOP club. He praised Republi-
cans for not only being in the 
news, but making the news. 
He’s right, they were “in” the 
news a short time later when 
the House Republicans budget 
proposal came out, a budget 
which would cut more than 
$13.4 billion in federal fund-
ing to New York City and its 
residents over 10 years. The 
city would lose $487 million 
on  Head Start funding, $2.3 
billion in research grants 
from the National Institute of 
Health, $148 million from the 
Health Center Program and 
$59 million from substance 
abuse programs. New York 
would lose $1 billion in money 
for transit and  $1.3 billion in 
college aid, which would affect 
more than 250,000 students. A

And that is the reason the 
majority of New Yorkers sup-
port  Democrats. It’s simple, 
People are intelligent. And 
now Republicans have made 

the news. I’m speaking of the 
disgraceful law enacted in 
Indiana by GOP Gov. Mike 
Pence. Indiana just joined 19 
other states, giving businesses 
the right to refuse service to 
homosexuals (and LGBT peo-
ple) on “religious grounds.”

Arkansas is ready to move 
forward with a similar, big-
oted law. Indiana Gov. Mike 
Pence claims his newly passed 
“Religious Freedom Restora-
tion Act” is all about toler-
ance, and protecting the reli-
gious liberty of people of faith. 
But it’s really just a cover for 
bigotry. The problem is plain 
and simple: If a religious belief 
infringes upon a person’s civil 
rights, it should be outlawed. 
Pence said he believes in the 
“Golden Rule”that you should 
do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you. He 
said, “If I saw restaurant own-
er refuse to serve a gay couple, 
I wouldn’t eat there anymore.” 

That’s the problem! Pence 
doesn’t realize that the res-
taurant owner should not be 

able to discriminate for any 
reason! Just exactly how does 
a gay couple requesting a wed-
ding cake offend a heterosex-
ual pastry chef? What would 
Pence (or any other religious 
fanatic) do if their child an-
nounced they were gay? Would 
he disown them? Ostracize 
them? Take them out behind 
the wood shed and stone them 
until they changed their sexu-
al preference? Being gay is not 
a choice. Religion is a choice!

(Editor’s note” Pence 
amended the law to provide 

the state’s first protection for 
gay people, while Arkansas 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson signed 
the law that left the religious 
freedom language largely in-
tact.)

Following the teachings of 
mortal men, which were writ-
ten centuries ago, is a choice. 
Refusing to accept reality is 
a choice. Denying scientific 
facts is a choice. Remain-
ing ignorant is a choice. Be-
ing hateful, bigoted and ho-
mophobic is a choice. Indiana 
hosted the NCAA Final Four 
basketball tournament. You 
can bet it wouldn’t be hosting 
next year if this law hadn’t 
been changed. Arizona hosted 
the Super Bowl in February 
because Gov. Jan Brewer re-
versed her position on im-
migration enforcement. She 
didn’t want to lose the Super 
Bowl like her state did in the 
‘ 90sfor refusing to recognize 
Martin Luther King Day.

 It’s too bad Indiana, Arizo-
na, Arkansas and other GOP 
states can’t secede and build 

a 40-fRepuboot wall around 
their new country. This would 
keep immigrants, gays and 
liberals out. And keep the ig-
norance in. However, I do look 
forward to the GOP presiden-
tial debates. It will be nice to 
watch them all pile out of their 
clown car. And it will be truly 
hilarious to see not one of them 
raise their hand when asked if 
they believe in evolution, cli-
mate change or if the earth is 
more than 6000 years old. 

Robert LaRosa
Whitestone

Why Queens has far more Democrats then GOPers

Airport noise has made Flushing unlivable

That’s the problem! 
Pence doesn’t realize 
that the restaurant 

owner should not be 
able to discriminate 

for any reason! 
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Many City Council members 
in Queens have asked their con-
stituents to take part in Partici-
patory Budgeting. This means 
that people in the district can 
vote on how to spend the $1 
million in member’s money 
these lawmakers are allocated 
to spend in their districts. For 
the past four months volunteers 
in certain districts have been 
meeting to decide on wants. The 
wants have been broken down 
into categories representing 
a couple of hundred thousand 
dollars each.

In Councilman Mark We-
prin’s District 23 in eastern 
Queens, ten categories were 
created by the volunteers which 
range from libraries, parks, 

transportation and public 
safety to four different school 
projects. This is my district 
and I have been involved in the 
selections when it wasn’t snow-
ing. My choices in District 23 
are school projects designated 9 
and 10 because they are partly 
funding projects in PS 26 and P4 
in PS 179, which are my neigh-
borhood schools.  My grandson 
attends P4.

In District 22, in western 
Queens, City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides’ volun-
teers developed 18 projects. 
Other Queens districts where 
residents can vote for projects 
are those of Eric Ulrich (32) in 
south Queens, Donovan Rich-
ards (31) in southeast Queens 
and I. Daneek Miller (27) in 
southeast Queens, Jimmy Van 
Bramer (26) in western Queens, 
and Julissa Ferreras (21) Karen 
Koslowitz (29) in central Queens 
and Paul Vallone (19) in north-
east Queens. Watch your local 
newspapers and for mailings.

Any person 16 and older can 
vote. You don’t have to be a reg-

istered voter. Voting will be tak-
ing place from April 13 through 
April 19 in some schools, Y’s, 
libraries, Council members’’ 
district offices and certain 
apartment buildings. I know 
that Weprin will send a mailing 
to all constituents and I assume 
the other Council members will 
do so also. The mailing should 
have all the information you 
will need to vote.

RESIDENTS OBJECT TO 
EXPRESS BUS LANE GOING 
DOWN MAIN STREET

The city wants to create a 
Bus Rapid Transit or express 
bus lane from Flushing to Ja-
maica, Queens.  Officials want 
to designate one lane exclu-
sively for this project on Main 
Street. They claim travel time 
can be cut by 15 to 25 percent, 
but opposition is strong in Kew 
Gardens Hills where Main 
Street runs through a busy 
commercial strip.

The residents and shopkeep-
ers fear that if one lane is des-
ignated only for buses on Main 
Street, they will lose parking 

along the curb. They fear this 
will affect business in local 
stores. There is also fear that 
with the loss of a lane, regular 
traffic will become so crowded 
that people will crowd the side 
streets. 

There is also  concern as to 
how a dedicated bus lane will 
be enforced. One should ask 
how and where can cars cross 
such a lane. When a similar 
type of idea was suggested to 
Community Board 8 for Union 
Turnpike or the service road of 
the Long Island Expressway  a 

couple of years ago, these com-
plaints were brought up and the 
proposal was turned down and 
dropped. 

The Queens Civic Congress 
members talked about this pro-
posal and members asked how 
a dedicated bus lane could be 
placed on the bridge over the 
Grand Central Parkway. This 
bridge is narrow and becomes 
congested now. How could this 
work on a narrow bridge?

GOOD AND BAD NEWS 
OF THE WEEK:  Our Free 
Enterprise System stimu-
lates people to work hard and 
accomplish things to make 
money. This is what creates 
new inventions and can make 
our life better. However, the 
system can go overboard and 
create bad reactions. It seems 
that Fiat will pay its CEO $72 
million and Disney will pay its 
CEO $46.5 million. How can a 
society stay in harmony with 
such excesses? It just seems 
so unconscionable with all 
the poverty and inequality in 
society. 

COLUMNS

Cast your ballot on how to spend $1M
Bob

Harris
n

The residents and 
shopkeepers fear 
that if one lane is 

designated only for 
buses on Main Street, 
they will lose parking 

along the curb.

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
300 Jay Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201

Follow Us: www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

718.260.5500

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

www.citytech.cuny.edu/summer

SESSION 1 BEGINS ON

MAY 28
SESSION 2 BEGINS ON 

JULY 6

SUMMER SESSIONS

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
BEGINS ON APRIL 6: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!
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Fortunoff Jewelry is back.
That has a nice ring to it!

1504 OLD COUNTRY ROAD, WESTBURY, NY 11590 
Next to P.F. Chang’s, east end of The Mall at The Source

FortunoffJewelry.com | 800.636.7886
Bring in this ad for a special discount offer. New York Community Bank is not affiliated with Queens Botanical Garden in any way.

© 2015 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

*Maximum of four (4) passes per family. Offer may be discontinued at any time at the sole discretion of the bank. 

Celebrate Spring... 
Queens County Savings Bank and 

Queens Botanical Garden 
invite you to

Enjoy the Garden
Upcoming Events

Arbor Festival April 26th

World’s Fair Train Show May 23rd - 25th

Stop by any Queens County Savings Bank branch 
location for free passes* while supplies last.

queensbotanical.org

877-786-6560  •  myNYCB.com
Over 35 convenient branch locations throughout Queens!

Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about Pre-K for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow

Children born in 2011 are eligible to apply
for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K.

Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877
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WE HELP BUILD CAREERS.
YOURS IS NEXT.

Professional Degree Programs

Career-Driven Counseling

Externship Opportunities

Job Placement Assistance

Let us help you define your goals, discover your

skills, and earn a degree that works for you.

718.514.6820  |  PlazaCollege.edu
118-33 Queens Boulevard, Forest Hills

108th cop rescues suicidal mom from bridge
BY BILL PARRY

A detective from the 108th Precinct 
in Long Island City is being hailed 
as a hero after a dramatic rescue of 
a 45-year-old-woman who threatened 
to jump from the Kosciuszko Bridge 
Monday. NYPD Detective Meghan 
Kinsella, who has worked as a domes-
tic violence officer for more than nine 
years, had just completed a home visit 
when she heard a 911 call about a sui-
cidal female on the bridge over her po-
lice radio.

Kinsella raced to the span 150 feet 
above Newtown Creek, which divides 
Brooklyn and Queens and discovered 
the distraught woman standing on ael-
ectrical conduit  pipe that runs along 
the ledge of the bridge. The woman, 
who the NYPD has not identified, was 
holding on to a wire to help maintain 
her balance.

Kinsella joined ESU Detective Ste-
ven Stefanakos above the woman, who 
is from Brooklyn, and spent the next 
two hours using “crisis communica-
tions skills” and started talking to the 
despondent woman.

“I tried to convince her that no 
matter what, we would be with her ev-
ery step of the way,” Kinsella said. “He 

would talk and I would talk. I didn’t 
even realize I was there for two hours. 
I was completely focused on her.”

At one point, the woman let go of 
the wire and bent her knees. Stefana-
kos was afraid she was about to jump.

“I told her, ‘I don’t know what is go-
ing on and what is happening with you, 
but give us a chance to talk to you,’” 
Stefanakos said. When he mentioned 
the possibility of her having a family 
or children, she grabbed the wire. At 

that moment the two detectives knew 
they had made a connection.

“I’m a mom, so I just wanted to get 
her home safe and with her family,” 
Kinsella said. At the end of the ordeal, 
the detectives grabbed the woman 
by the hand and hauled her to safety, 
where Kinsella hugged and kissed 
her.

The woman was taken to Elmhurst 
Hospital Center for a psychological 
evaluation.

 “It was a fantastic job by the detec-
tive,” said Capt. John Travaglia, the 
commanding officer at the 108th Pre-
cinct.

“Remarkable cops doing remark-
able work yesterday on the Kosciuszko 
Bridge epitomize the Finest,” NYPD 
Commissioner Bill Bratton tweeted 
Tuesday morning. Bratton then wel-
comed the two hero detectives to head-
quarters at One Police Plaza in Man-
hattan.

After the meeting, Kinsella said 
she would stay in touch with the wom-
an who was upset about her pending 
divorce.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

A lonely figure stands on a ledge of the Kosciuszko Bridge threatening to jump as cops try 
to talk her back up to the roadway. The 45-year-old mother of two reportedly walked on to 
the bridge from the Brooklyn side.  Photo by Steven Malecki                  
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1-800-BUY-FENCEwww.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

*Some styles do not qualify for discounts. Excludes aluminum. See store for details. Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases. Valid on new installations only. 
Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for 

omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Privacy PVC

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk

Cedar PVC

FREE 
“AT HOME”

ESTIMATES ON
NEW PROJECTS†

FINANCING
AVAILABLECustom Wood

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 

41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The Western Suffolk Area  (631) 760-9791

Serving The New Hyde Park Area  (516) 488-8200

LOWEST PRICES OF THE SEASON!

OVER 250,000 HOMEOWNERS CAN’T BE WRONG!
SHOP NOW FOR EARLY INSTALLATIONS
QUALITY. VALUE. VARIETY. SERVICE.

Apply now to become a  pre-K providers 
 
To learn more, visit 
schools.nyc.gov/ProvidePrek.
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 The Bayside couple accused of 
kidnapping and torturing their maid 
in February was in Queens Criminal 
Court for a conference with the district 
attorney’s office Wednesday, which 
court sources said resulted in the deci-
sion to take the case to the grand jury. 

 Devanand Lachman, charged with 
alleged kidnapping, criminal posses-
sion of a weapon and assault with a 
deadly weapon, remains in custody af-
ter failed attempts by his defense attor-
ney to have bail granted. His pregnant 
wife, Ambar Lachman, who is being 
charged with kidnapping, posted bail 
after her arraignment. They will both 
be undergoing grand jury proceedings 
in the coming months.

Assistant District Attorney Llana 
Turko made the case in court in March 
that neither of the defendants was co-
operating with authorities to help iden-
tify a third suspect in the crime.

 The Lachmans allegedly held their 
maid against her will Feb. 13 after 
they accused her of stealing from their 
home, then proceeded to beat, burn 
and torture the victim, 54, along with 
an unknown third person, according 
to the criminal complaint filed by the 
DA.

 The three suspects then allegedly 
drove the victim to her home in Port 
Washington, N.Y. in search of the sto-
len items, according to the complaint.

 The Queens DA’s Office said it was 
working in conjunction with Nassau 

County in court proceedings, but Am-
bar Lachman is scheduled to appear in 
Nassau First District Court on April 
23. Devanand Lachman remains in 
custody while grand jury preparations 
ensue, sources at the DA’s office said.

~Tom Momberg

A Queens man has been found 
guilty of murder in a 2011 car-jacking 
that turned deadly when the defendant 
stabbed the vehicle’s driver in the neck 
announced, the Queens district attor-
ney’s office said.

“The defendant viciously stabbed a 
man to death in a car-jacking that went 
violently awry,” said Queens DA Rich-
ard Brown. 

Spencer Sands Jr., 38, from 106th 
Avenue in Jamaica, was convicted of 
second-degree felony murder, robbery; 
criminal possession of a weapon and 
crimina possession of stolen property 
in a non-jury trial before Justice Ron-
ald Hollie at Queens Supreme Court.

On Sept. 10, 2011, the victim, James 

Bona, 46,  was stabbed twice in the neck 
during a vehicle robbery outside the 
Bona home on 235th Street and 146th 
Avenue in Rosedale by Sands,  His al-
leged accomplice, Misty Wilson, 30, is 
awaiting his murder trial. 

Bona had recently rented a 2011 
Toyota Matrix after his car had bro-
ken down. An eyewitness saw Bona 
staggering out of the vehicle bleeding 
profusely from his neck and then stum-
bling to his death on a nearby drive-
way, according to the trial testimony.  

The judge set sentencing for April 
27 at which time the defendant faces 25 
year to life behind bars.

— Sadef Ali Kully

Guilty in ’11 fatal car-jacking case

Torture case rolls on

 

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

In Queens Near JFK Airport. 
Locate Your Free Shuttle: RWRedExpress.com

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. 
PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-hour Problem Gaming Hotline: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

Over 5,000 Table Games!

Featuring Slick Rick, Doug E Fresh, 
Biz Markie, Kid ‘N Play, Mr. Cheeks 

& others. Tickets start at $25. VIP packages 
available. Doors open at 8 pm. 

 rwnewyork.com

Legends of Hip-Hop  
 

April 18, 9 pm

Ambar Lachman and her husband Devanand 
Lachman face grand jury proceedings in the 
coming months on kidnapping and assault 
charges Photo by Michael Shain

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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BY MADINA TOURE

The Beach 41st Cornerstone 
Community Center is hosting 
a job fair in Far Rockaway 
next week. 

The Teen Job Fair & Ca-
reer Expo, which will take 
place April 17 from 2 p.m. to 6 
p.m. at the community center 
at 426 Beach 40th St. in Far 
Rockaway, targets youth ages 
14 to 24. 

The fair will consist of free 
workshops on subjects such as 
how to write a résumé, how to 
dress professionally and inter-
viewing skills. Computers will 
be available for job seekers to 
apply online. 

Individuals will also have 
the opportunity to speak with 
representatives from various 
companies currently looking 
to hire. 

Manny Fiallo, program 
coordinator for the Child Cen-
ter of New York, who is also 
a board member of the 101st 
Precinct Community Council 
in Far Rockaway, started the 
job fair three years ago to tar-
get Rockaway teens and teens 
throughout the five boroughs.

He is expecting roughly 
200 people to participate in the 
fair. 

“I wanted them to have 
something for the teens they 
can claim for themselves,” Fi-
allo said. 

There will be 50 vendors 
this year, including the Fire 
Department, Police Depart-
ment, John F. Kennedy Air-
port, Costco, Applebee’s, 
Lowe’s, McDonald’s, Workforce 
One Career Center, Police Ath-
letic League, the City College 
of New York, and Game Stop. 
The Rockaway Development 

& Revitalization Corporation 
will be registering individuals 
for the summer youth employ-
ment lab in the computer lab 
as well. 

State Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park), who is 
co-sponsoring the fair, helped 
secure employers. 

“We have many talented, 
educated and motivated young 
people living in this commu-
nity, who just need some extra 
tools and opportunities to help 
them achieve success,” Sand-
ers said in a statement. 

BY MADINA TOURE

A Jamaica construction 
company and a Fresh Mead-
ows contractor were among 
five public works contrac-
tors arrested and charged 
in a wage theft scheme in 
three city construction proj-
ects, Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman announced 
Wednesday afternoon.  

The subcontractors al-
legedly underpaid wages 
and benefits to workers for 
construction projects at the 
New York City Housing Au-
thority’s Pomonok Houses; 
PS 7X, an elementary school 
in the Bronx; and the city 
Department of Housing Pres-
ervation and Development’s 
Sugar Hill Houses in Harlem 
between January 2012 and 
November 2014, Schneider-
man said. 

“Employers who cheat 
workers out of the wages and 
benefits they deserve are 
breaking the law and will 
face the consequences, in-

cluding criminal charges,” 
Schneiderman said. 

Jagdish Singh, 57, and his 
company, Navio B&S Con-
struction Corp. in Jamaica, 
allegedly requested kick-
backs and underpaid work-
ers for scaffolding work done 
at Pomonok Houses between 
August 2014 and November 
2014, according to Schneider-
man.

Singh is accused of asking 
for $6,000 in kickbacks from 
two workers in exchange for 
letting the workers keep their 
jobs, the attorney general 
said. One employee gave back 
$5,785 of his wages, another 
$1,006. A third worker was 
allegedly underpaid $2,520, 
according to the attorney 
general. 

Singh was charged with 
grand larceny, offering a false 
instrument for filing, falsify-
ing business records, kickback 
of wages prohibited and failure 
to pay wages, Schneiderman 
said. If convicted, he faces up 
to four years in prison. 

A teen job fair will be held at a community center in Far Rockaway next 
week.

Queens contractors 
cheat workers: AG

Rockaway job fair targets teens

Dance to Music of the ’60s, ’70s and ’80s!

HOSTED AT THE FABULOUS 

P Twelve Catering & Special Events Venue
12 Watkins Street, Lynbrook, NY 11563

or contact Michael Franco at 917-623-5278

NEXT DANCE PARTY

pm–1am
$10 per person
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NYC WORKS BETTER PAID SICK LEAVEwith

“My employees are healthier, 
and so is my business.”

Contact 311 or visit nyc.gov/PaidSickLeave for information.

Employers can get the required Notice of Employee Rights and an information 

sheet in multiple languages, Frequently Asked Questions, Sick Leave Timekeeping 

Tools, Event Calendar, and training presentations.

Join the #PaidSickLeave conversation 
on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Capt. William. McBride, the new boss at Bayside’s 111th Precinct, posts 
this touching photo after his executive officer located a missing elder-
ly resident.  Twitter

Easter morning in Brookville Park in Jamaica features a special guest 
to run the egg hunt.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Sen. Charles Schumer makes his annual Easter visit to speak at Rev. 
Floyd Flake’s Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathedral in Jamacia. 
 Photo by Nat Valentine

Deputy Inspector Thomas Conforti of the 109th Precinct in North 
Flushing puts in the good word for an Explorers group who cleaned up 
graffiti.  Twitter

Deputy Inspector Christopher Manson of the 110th Precinct in Elmhurst 
wants residents in his area to know that his cops were out patrolling 
houses of worship during the holidays.  Twitter

Driving on the highways of Queens was rough this week. Here’s what it 
looked like out the window of a car on the Brooklyn Queens Expressway 
in Maspeth when a truck caught fire. No one was hurt.  
 Twitter/NYC Scanner

Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder shows off the T-Shirt he got at Lenny’s Clam Bar  boosting  Kiwanis 
Club member Stephen Sirgiovanni, who is running for the organization’s top state job. 
 Photo courtesy of  Assemblyman Goldfeder

Capt. Paul Valerga of the 107th Precinct in 
Flushing is tweeting that the annual car 
show has some old police cruisers. Twitter

Council member Julissa Ferreras tweeted one constituent’s pleasure 
at a free tax-prep day sponsored by the City Council.  Twitter
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 RIDGEWOOD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

 OVER 
 200

 MERCHANTS & 
 VENDORS

 Children’s Rides

 INTERNATIONAL 
 FOODS

 &
 ENTERTAINMENT

 Sun., April  1 9 th Sun., April  1 9 th

                     1 2 pm - 6pm                     1 2 pm - 6pm

 Vintage Buses 
 In Cooperation  w ith 

 MTA/NYTC
 12  p m - 6  p m

 SHOP 
 MYRTLE 
 AVENUE

 Wyckoff Ave. to Stephen St.

MYRTLE AVENUEMYRTLE AVENUE MYRTLE AVENUE
FOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUEFOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUE FOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUE

CLEARVIEW FESTIVAL PRODUCTIONS - (646) 230-0489 CLEARVIEW FESTIVAL PRODUCTIONS - (646) 230-0489
“QUEENS LARGEST STREET FESTIVAL PRODUCTION COMPANY” “QUEENS LARGEST STREET FESTIVAL PRODUCTION COMPANY”

 Visit the new Ridgewood website:    www.Ridgewood-NY.com

ENTERTAINMENT SPONSORS: 

CORPORATE SPONSORS:
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Overactive Bladder: 

Some symptoms of OAB include:
 Urinary urgency

 Frequency of urination

 Urge incontinence

Nocturia

Customized Relief Options

 
 
 
 

If you think you have a problem, you shouldn’t  
wait. OAB can get in the way of your work, social  
life, relationships, exercise, sleep, and overall  
quality of life. 

If you or a loved one has symptoms of overactive bladder, call (516) 734-8500 today to make an 
appointment with one of our urologists. For more information, visit NorthShoreLIJ.com/Smith.

Overactive bladder (OAB) is a very common condition, but many people have trouble discussing it with their  
doctor because of embarrassment, a lack of knowledge about treatment options and the misconception that it is  
a “normal” part of aging. Farzeen Firoozi, MD, urologist specializing in Female Pelvic Medicine and Reconstructive 
Surgery at the Arthur Smith Institute for Urology, part of North Shore-LIJ Health System, discusses what you  
need to know about this condition. 

You can go to a seaside re-
sort for a week this summer 
… or every day can be a day at 
the beach when you join the 
Breezy Point Surf Club or Sil-
ver Gull Beach Club.

Many of our area cabana 
clubs have disappeared, but 
these two live on, introduc-
ing generations of young 
people to the joys of endless 
summer where parents and 
youngsters alike can spend 
sunny days lounging pool-
side, swimming, and playing 
tennis. It’s a wonderful way 
to enjoy the season, bonding 
with family and creating spe-
cial memories, in a safe, gated 
community with fellow pass-
holders. 

The kids will stay busy at 
the complimentary day camp, 
offered five days a week. 
There are more than 60 life-
guards at both clubs who su-
pervise the pools and beach, 
all trained in first aid. 

Adults, too, can mingle 
with peers, perhaps over a 
game of mahjong, at the fit-

ness center, or the cafeteria. 
On weekends, there’s live 
music and dancing under 
the stars. Another perk: free 
parking!

New this year is a recy-
cling program that benefits 
the local volunteer fire de-
partment. The proceeds from 
collected cans and bottles 
will be donated to the fire-
house. As both beach clubs 
serve food and alcohol, and 
people also bring their own 
cans and bottles to the prem-
ises, they are hoping to make 
a substantial contribution to 
this worthy cause. 

“It’s good for the environ-
ment, and everyone who par-
ticipates is doing a good deed 
as well,” says General Man-
ager Jamie Blatman, who 
spent some time as a youth 
at each of the clubs, and now 
manages both clubs. 

Breezy Point Surf Club 
celebrates its 78th year, and 
the Silver Gull Beach Club 
has been around 52 years. 
This historic beach area has 
been featured in movies such 
as “The Flamingo Kid,” and 
“Goodfellas.” It is now sum-
mer weekened headquarters 
to the Wounded Warrior Proj-

ect, an organization that sup-
ports those who have been 
injured while serving the 
country. 

“They use the club as a 
home base for their activi-
ties,” says Blatman. 

An annual Rockaway pa-
rade honors their service, 
and these heroes will come 
by chartered bus to the club 
where they will be welcomed 
by members. 

“The event is always well-
received,” says Blatman, and 
they are looking forward to 
it again this year. The ex-
pected date for the festivities 
is Wednesday, July 8. 

One of the best reasons 

for joining these beach clubs 
is that all the fun and ex-
citement is just a short car 
ride away. It can be the most 
memorable summer for the 
entire family, and no expen-
sive plane rides are involved. 
What a convenient and af-
fordable way for everyone to 
spend quality time together. 
Season passes and day passes 
are available. Cabanas can be 
rented from Memorial Day 
weekend through Labor Day. 

Both clubs are operated by 
Ortega National Parks, which 
also manages Muir Woods, 
Carlsbad Caverns, Death Val-
ley, and Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Parks.

Breezy Point Surf Club [1 
Beach 227th St. off Rockaway 
Point Boulevard in Breezy 
Point, (718) 634–2500, www.
NYBreezyPoint.com]. 

Silver Gull Beach Club [1 
Beach 193 St. off Rockaway 
Point Boulevard in Breezy 
Point, (718) 634–1500, www.
NYSilverGull.com]. 

Call to schedule a tour, 
daily, from 9 am to 5 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Spend summer by the sea with two beach clubs
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BY BILL PARRY

One of the city’s best-
respected community-based 
health and housing service 
providers opened their first 
facility in Queens Tuesday 
to fight the rising tide of teen 
suicide in the bough’s Latina 
community. 

Comunilife held a ribbon-
cutting ceremony for staff, stu-
dents and their parents at its 
new Long Island City offices, 
located at 32-45 Hunters Point 
Ave., which will be home to its 
Life Is Precious program.

“I am proud to celebrate 
the opening of our new of-
fices that will help so many 
across the borough,” said  Dr. 
Rosa Gil,Comunifile’s chief 
executive officer. “The sta-
tistics have never been more 
staggering and the time has 
never been more pertinent to 
act when it comes to saving 
the lives of Latina teens. In 
Queens, more than one in five 
Latina teens contemplates and 
more than one in eight attempt 
suicide.”

Gil added that across the 
city, Latina teens who serious-

ly consider suicide rose 3 per-
cent in just the past two years, 
but that rate is nearly double 
that in Queens over the same 
time period. 

“We look forward to work-
ing with them along with par-
ents, teachers and community 
leaders to help our girls sur-
vive, thrive and strive,” Gil 
said.

Although long in the plan-
ning, the expansion of Life 
is Precious into Queens was 
made more urgent by survey 
results from Disease Control 
and Prevention  which showed 
that in 2013, 20.3 percent of 
Latina teens in the borough 
seriously considered suicide 
and 12.8 percent attempted 
suicide.

“The Life Is Precious pro-
gram works with Latinas and 
their families to provide much 
needed counseling and men-
torship to those who are con-
templating or have attempted 
suicide,” City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “Comunil-
ife’s new office in Queens will 
bring culturally focused bilin-
gual help to save so many in 

our community.”
Lis Precious provides cul-

turally and linguistically ap-
propriate academic support, 
creative arts therapy and well-

ness activities to participants 
from low-income families. 

“Harnessing the arts, Co-
munilife continues to provide 
a lifeline to teens in need 

throughout New York City,” 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“With the new Long Island 
City facility and the new Life 
Is Precious program, more 
Queens families will have di-
rect access to quality support-
ive services in a safe haven 
where young women can truly 
thrive.”

Each year, Comunilife 
meets the need of more than 
3,000 low-income and vulner-
able New Yorkers. Roughly 90 
percent of the clients fall below 
the federal poverty line, while 
90 percent are African-Ameri-
can or Latino; 50 percent have 
Spanish as their primary or 
sole, language. All struggle 
with profound challenges, in-
cluding chronic hopelessness, 
HIV/AID, and other major 
medical issues, serious and 
persistent mental illness and 
other major medical issues, 
serious and persistent mental 
illness and substance abuse.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras cuts the ribbon at the new offices of 
Comunilife in Long Island City. Photo courtesy Chelsea Connor

Comunilife fi ghts Latina suicide in boro

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Days apart Customs and Border 
Protection arrested two Avianca Air-
lines passengers trying to smuggle 
in heroin with a street-market value 
of more than $120,000 at John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport, the federal 
agency said.

 The incidents occurred on March 
26 and April 1. 

One passenger from Colombia 
stuffed his underwear with heroin 
cylinders and another passenger from 
Guatemala filled a seat-cushion with 
heroin bags in his luggage, federal of-
ficials said. 

On April 1, Ivan Vidal-Forero, a 
Colombian citizen, arrived at from 
Bogota and presented himself for in-
spection. Customs and Border Protec-
tion officers escorted the passenger 
to a private search room where they 
conducted a physical search  and dis-
covered two cylinders in the subject’s 
groin area, said the federal agency. 

The two cylinders contained a 
brown powdery substance that tested 
positive for heroin, they said.  An ap-
proximate weight of 2 pounds of heroin 
was seized, with an estimated street 
value of more than $61,000, according 
to the CBP.

A few days before on March 26t, an 

Avianca Airlines passenger,  Esteban 
Ortiz-Ramos, a Guatemalan citizen, 
arrived at Kennedy from Guatemala 
via San Salvador and presented him-
self for inspection in the Arrivals Hall 
of Terminal Four. 

Custom and Border officers identi-
fied luggage belonging to Ortiz-Ramos 
and brought it to a search room for fur-
ther examination, where they found a 
seat cushion and after probing it dis-
covered a brown powdery substance 

that tested positive for heroin.
Some 2 pounds of heroin was seized, 

which CBP estimates the street value 
to be more than $66,000, according to 
the agency.

“This seizure is just another exam-
ple of our CBP officers being ever vigi-
lant in protecting the United States 
from the distribution of these illicit 
drugs,” said Robert E. Perez, director 
of CBP’s New York Field Operations. 

Both men were placed under arrest 
and turned over to Homeland Security 
to face federal narcotics smuggling 
charges. 

The CPB said it is always discov-
ering new concealment methods and 
pointed out hiding heroin in a seat 
cushion is another unscrupulous way 
a smuggler will attempt to transport 
illegal drugs into the United States. 

In 2012, heroin from South America 
accounted for 51 percent of the heroin 
in the United States analyzed through 
the DEA Heroin Signature Program.

There are 53 million domestic and 
international passengers who travel 
through Kennedy a year, according to 
the 2014 Port Authority annual travel 
report.  

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

The seat cushion filled with heroin has an estimated street market value of $66,000, ac-
cording to federal authorities.  Photo by Customs and Border Protection

Narcotics busts in Terminal Four at JFK

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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•• Are You Facing a Tax Penalty for 2014 
Because You Don’t Have Health Insurance?
(Consult your tax professional for details)

• Did you know that you can avoid 
the penalty, which will increase each year?

This year, there is a one-time Special Enrollment Period, available 

only through April 30, 2015, for people who learn that they have a 

federal tax penalty for 2014.

3 Keys to Choosing the Right Coverage:

(1-888-343-3547) •  
1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521

To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus and Medicaid
through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov
or call 1-855-355-5777.

Plan category: The category you choose – Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum, or
Catastrophic – determines how you and your plan share the costs of care.

Out-of-pocket costs: A plan with a low monthly premium can have high
deductibles, which is the amount you must pay before services are 
covered. It’s important to have a complete picture of ALL your costs, 
including copays.

Provider Network: Be sure that your providers are in the plan's network.3.
Questions?
Call 1-888-FIDELIS* or get a free estimate by visiting the Affordable Care
Advisor on fideliscare.org - all in 60 seconds or less!

* You can also make an appointment to meet with a Fidelis Care Health Benefit Representative.

Questions? 
Fidelis Care Can Help!
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BY MADINA TOURE

The Queens Fellowship is 
accepting applications for a 
yearly grant for Queens-based 
organizations that seek to em-
power young adults in areas 
such as financial literacy, en-
trepreneurship, science and 
technology.  

One Queens Grant, which 
awards up to $5,000 to Queens-
based organizations with 
projects focused on areas that 
a grant-making committee 
determines has a great need, 
has been in existence for three 
years.

This year, the commit-
tee decided the projects must 
focus on empowering young 
adults ages 14 to 25 in the ar-
eas of financial literacy, job 
readiness, STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, arts, 
mathematics) education and 
entrepreneurship. 

Organizations must have 
been active in Queens for at 
least one year and must be a 
501(c)3 organization or have a 

fiscal sponsor.
“The grant is going to pri-

oritize programs that really 
focus on women and girls,” 
said Hannah Weinerman, the 
fellowship’s program director. 

The Queens Fellowship is 
a 10-month professional de-
velopment and networking 
program for nonprofit, faith, 
government and community 
leaders serving Queens. 

The fellowship chooses 20 
to 25 leaders to participate in 
the fellowship, who receive a 
year of professional develop-
ment training in community 
building through monthly 
professional seminars and net-
working opportunities with 
prominent decision-makers.

The fellowship is a part-
nership with the New York 
Community Trust, LaGuardia 
Community College, COPO 
and the Center for Community 
Leadership at the Jewish Com-
munity Relations Council of 
New York. 

The One Queens Grant is 
the fellowship’s way of giv-

ing back to the community, 
recognizing grassroots or 
community-based organiza-
tions throughout the borough, 
Weinerman said. 

“In creating the fellowship, 
we wanted to make sure there 
was some sort of community 

reinvestment piece,” she said. 
In 2014 the projects focused 

on the areas such as employ-
ment, health and community 
building and the year before, 
the projects centered on devel-
oping a healthier Queens. 

Last year’s grant winners 

included the Corona Youth 
Music Project, the Rockaway 
Waterfront Alliance, the Rock-
away Youth Task Force, the 
Indo-Caribbean Alliance and 
V.E.T.S. Incorporated. 

Bernice Keshet, an intern 
for the Queens Fellowship, 
who is currently pursuing 
a master’s degree in social 
work at Columbia University’s 
School of Social Work, said the 
fellows thought there should 
be more projects focusing on 
women and girls. 

“The fellows from their 
work saw that there’s a real 
need in this area,” Keshet 
said.

Interested applicants are 
encouraged to apply before 
the April 24 deadline. Appli-
cations can be submitted by 
email, mail or fax online.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

The Queens Fellowship is seeking applications for its annual One Queens 
Grant for nonprofits. Photo courtesy Queens Fellowship

Grant to help nonprofi ts focused on women, girls
Queens Fellowship seeks applications for projects involving education, entrepreneurship

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A volunteer emer-
gency medical techni-
cian who stole over 
$300,000 from the Corona 
Community Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps was 
sentenced to serve four 
months in jail and five 
years probation, and or-
dered to  pay full restitu-
tion announced, state at-
torney general said. 

Corona Community 
Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps, founded in 1960, 
is a non-profit volunteer 
ambulance organiza-
tion. 

Daniel Dominguez, 
39,  pleaded guilty Jan. 
14 to grand larceny 
in the third degree, a 
felony. Dominguez was 
sentenced before Jus-
tice Joel Blumenfeld in 
Queens Supreme Court. 
If Dominguez fails to 
pay the full restitution 
amount, he faces up to 
seven years in prison.

“Daniel Dominguez 
used this charity dedi-
cated to providing medi-
cal services to New 
Yorkers as his own 
personal piggy bank,” 
AG Eric Schneiderman 
said. “This defendant is 
not only headed to jail, 
but also must repay ev-
ery dollar that he stole 
from the nonprofit. Our 
message is clear: Crime 
doesn’t pay.”

According to the crim-
inal complaint filed by 
Schneiderman’s office, 
from March 2009 to May 
2011, Dominguez used 
his position as a board 
member and treasurer 
of Corona Community 
Volunteer Ambulance 

Corps  to steal more than 
$300,000 from the am-
bulance corps’ bank ac-
counts. Dominguez used 
his access to bank ac-
counts to transfer funds 
directly into his own per-
sonal accounts, it said.

Dominguez then used 
the money to live the 
high life: extravagant 
jaunts to Walt Disney 
World and Niagara Falls, 
as well as purchases of 
luxury car service trips, 
theater tickets, rent, 
car payments and fancy 
meals, according to court 
records. 

The investigation 
started with a complaint 
from corps board mem-
bers to the attorney gen-
eral’s Charities Bureau 
about possible missing 
or misappropriated 
funds from their bank 
accounts, Schneiderman 
said.  An investigation 
conducted by attorneys 
and an accountant in 
the Charities Bureau 
uncovered hundreds of 
thousands of dollars em-
bezzled from the not-for-
profit, according to the 
attorney general.

Daryl Adeva and Da-
vid Moretti, also emer-
gency medical techni-
cians, who were accused 
of stealing smaller 
amounts, each pleaded 
guilty last year to at-
tempted grand larceny 
in the fourth degree, a 
misdemeanor, the AG 
said.

Reach Reporter Sadef 
Ali Kully by e-mail at 
skully@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–
4546.

EMT gets prison, 
fi ned for stealing 

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560
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More Checking
to fit your life.

My Community Interest Checking
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My Community Interest Checking account:
?�0
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��
�
• Free unlimited check writing
?�"����8&.@,�	�® check card
• Earn points that lead to cash rewards every time you use  
� �����,�	�®�������������
������!��
�����
	�����
	�������
 our Rewards program1

PLUS, open a My Community 
Interest Checking account and get a 
promotional dining discount card.2

 (See terms and conditions below) 
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DANIEL DOMINGUEZ
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, ABS, 
pm, Alloys, CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

E3502012 MERCEDES

$24,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, 6 cyl, alloys, 
p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#11628. 20k miles. 

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating 
condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 

exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT 
ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... 

COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 17k miles, Stk#8490

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

MAJOR SAYS
KEEP IT!

DON’T GIVE UP
YOUR TAX REFUND!

���������	�COROLLA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

$14,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2006 Jeep Commander, 104k  12357 $8,995
 2007 Nissan Pathfinder, 113k  9913 $9,495 
 2006 Toyota Sequoia, 150k 7929 $9,995 
 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610 $12,995
 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464 $12,995
            MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 BMW X3, 128k 11286 $6,995
 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500
 2005 Toyota Highlander, 127k  11850 $7,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k  10125 $8,995 
 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $8,995

4X4 SPECIALS!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Kia Rondo, 69k SU3219 $5,495
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2006 Chrysler Pacifica, 97k 12632 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k 8314 $6,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!
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BY MADINA TOURE

When Yen Yen Woo arrived 
in Flushing in 2006, she start-
ed looking for a space where 
she could publish her Chinese 
comic book series.

But the site she found on 
Farrington Street in down-
town Flushing ended up being 
too big. That’s when she de-
cided to carve out some space 
there for one of her other pas-
sions — yoga. 

Yumcha Yoga is located on 
the second floor at 33-59 Far-
rington St. 

The name “Yumcha” means 
“to drink tea” in Cantonese, 
symbolizing the familial, re-
laxing nature of the studio’s 
approach to yoga.

“We do yoga with a sense 
of humor,” Woo, 43, said. “We 
smile about it, we laugh about 
it.”

Originally from Singapore, 
Woo now lives in Flushing 
with her husband, Colin Goh, 
44, and their 5-year-old daugh-
ter. She received her doctor-
ate of education at Columbia 
University’s Teachers College, 
and teaches at the School of 
Education at Long Island Uni-
versity. 

Founded in May 2013, Yum-
cha Yoga classes have five to 
15 students, who live mostly 
in northeast Queens. Instruc-
tors modify their teachings to 
the varying needs of students, 
who represent a variety of ages 
and body types. 

“Because the teachers are 

so well trained, they will look 
at your body type and un-
derstand what supports you 
need,” Woo said. 

Teachers include Heesun 
Kim, who teaches at Equi-
nox; Masako Miyakawa, who 
teaches at The Yoga Room 
in Long Island City and The 

Giving Tree in Astoria; and 
Michelle Ingkavet Cavanagh, 
who teaches at Vitality Yoga 
in Bayside.

Sho Higuchi, 26, of Marble 
Hill, teaches the stress buster, 
flexibility, flow and restorative 
classes on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays. 

“I look forward to coming 
here and teaching and every 
time I leave here, I feel bet-
ter,” Higuchi said. “Even as a 
teacher, I feel like I’ve gotten 
so much from the class.” 

Elmhurst resident Wendy 
Lee, 41, has been practicing at 
Yumcha Yoga for nearly one 

year. 
“I’m a mom, so this is my 

place to go to relax, to work 
on myself, to learn focus,” Lee 
said. 

Paul Broschart, 53, a resi-
dent of College Point, said 
practicing at the studio has 
helped relieve his shoulder 
injury as well as his hip and 
knee pain. 

“The moment I walked in, 
I knew I wanted to be part of 
this,” Broschart said. 

Yumcha Yoga classes are 
held all week in the mornings 
and evenings and schedules 
are available online. 

Yumcha Studios, the pub-
lishing house, is where Woo 
and Goh put together their 
comic book series, Dim Sum 
Warriors. 

They started the series, a 
bilingual digital comic book 
series about kung fu-fighting 
Chinese snacks, when their 
daughter was born.  The books 
exist as an iPad app, which 
contains text and audio in 
English and Chinese, and in 
print form. 

The third volume of Dim 
Sum Warriors will be pub-
lished later this year. The 
couple is also going to start 
working on a stage musical for 
the series with a composer and 
actors in May.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

 Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com
Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer

When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 
word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 

president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.

When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 

Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Yumcha Yoga flexes its muscles

Yen Yen Woo (r.), owner and founder of Yumcha Yoga, leads students during a yoga class. 
Photo by Madina Toure

Flushing location serves as exercise studio, publishing house for digitial comic book
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* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 2/1/15 – 4/25/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate 
will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance 
and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service is only a phone call away.

A brilliant way to use natural light.

FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 25, 2015

SAVE $100*
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The German Armed Forces 
Badge for Military Proficiency 
is normally only worn by Ger-
man soldiers, but it can also be 
earned by U.S. soldiers of any 
rank. 

So while earning another 
country’s award is a rare op-
portunity, Bayside’s own New 
York Army National Special-
ist Adilia Murillo made earn-
ing the German decoration 
look easy during a fierce five-
day Best Warrior competition 
in late March.

Now a member of the 31 
Bravo 107th Military Police 
Company at Fort Hamilton, 
Murillo, 24, was one of only 11 
National Guard soldiers from 
across New York to participate 
in the Best Warrior. The Bay-
side resident was one of five 
to earn the only German mili-
tary badge that is awarded to 
members of foreign militaries. 
A declaration of the armed 
forces of Germany known as 
the Bundeswehr,  the badge 
was awarded upon the comple-
tion of eight physically endur-
ing events, which were admin-
istered by a German military 
liaison officer.

Murillo, who just finished 
training with the New York 
Army National Guard in June 
2014, said it was no easy feat, 
but she was well prepared. 

“I live a very active life-
style, but I’ve really just had 
to take it all one day at a time, 

doing all this stuff right after 
taking part in military skills 
testing, knowledge testing and 
marksmanship events.” 

The Best Warrior competi-
tions is designed to seek out 
the best Army National Guard 
Soldier and noncommissioned 
officer to go on and eventually 
compete in an Army-wide chal-
lenge. Murillo will not go on to 
the regional competition, but it 
was her first year after all.

Events were added to the 
competition this year, which 

took place at the Camp Smith 
Training Site near Peekskill, 
N.Y., to allow the soldiers to 
compete for the German badge, 
but that meant additional con-
secutive events.

To achieve the badge, 
Murillo and her fellow sol-
diers had to swim 100 meters 
in full uniform; carry out 
first aid and nuclear, biologi-
cal or chemical war scenarios; 
and compete in a 9 millimeter 
pistol shooting challenge, a 
12-kilometer march carrying 

a 35-pound rucksack, in addi-
tion to participating in three 
basic fitness events, includ-
ing 11 consecutive 10-meter 
sprints, a flex arm hang and 
1,000 meter run.

These events exhausted 
participants on top of the stan-
dard back-to-back Best War-
rior events, but Murillo said 
she was thrilled to have taken 
part.

“I am honored and I think 
it’s awesome that National 
Guard and non-active duty sol-

diers are even able to compete 
for a foreign award like this,” 
she said.

Murillo, who hopes to be 
promoted to sergeant once a 
spot opens up, has her heart 
set on helping where help is 
needed right here at home. She 
enlisted for that very reason, 
even after having attained a 
degree in criminal justice.

“ I have always wanted to 
serve, and have admired those 
who serve. I was in college 
when Hurricane Sandy came, 
and I was in awe over those 
that contributed to the disas-
ter relief. I thought I want to 
be a part of that in any way I 
can.”

The Long Island native as-
sisted her family in operating 
its business, Five-Star Restau-
rant, in Brentwood, N.Y., be-
fore it closed and she decided a 
career in the military. 

Now actively serving the 
New York Army National 
Guard, Murillo has already 
started working to protect 
people at home from disasters. 
She is currently involved in a 
National Guard joint task force 
with Homeland Security and 
city agencies to ward against 
and respond to possible terror-
ist activity.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

 BY TOM MOMBERG

 A Queens man and his 
Richmond Hill business were 
charged with criminal tax 
fraud, grand larceny and fal-
sifying records after he alleg-
edly stole more than $500,000 
in New York State sales tax, 
according to the Queens dis-
trict attorney.

 The defendant, Gurcharan 
Singh, 33, of Glen Oaks, was 
arraigned in Queens Criminal 
Court last week and released 
on his own recognizance to ap-
pear for a May 5 hearing.

 Singh, who is listed as the 
chairman and chief executive 
officer of Raj American Liquor 
Inc., 102-25 Atlantic Ave., faces 
up to 15 years in prison and a 
fine of up to $10,000 or double 

the amount of his illegal gains 
if he is found guilty, the DA 
said.

 Company tax return 

documents filed by Singh re-
ported sales of about $388,000 
between March 1, 2007 and 
May 31, 2010, according to a 

criminal complaint filed by 
the DA. But the liquor store 
collected over $11.3 million 
in revenue within that time, 
underreporting over $10 mil-
lion in sales, according to the 
complaint.

 DA Richard Brown said 
the liquor store’s customers 
would expect the additional 
10 percent they paid on any 
liquor or wine bottle to go 
right to the public treasury, 
but that was not the case for 
at least three years.

 “In this case, it is alleged, 
the defendant pocketed just 
over $500,000 of the sales tax 
he collected,” Brown said in a 
statement. “This is the type of 
crime that makes every New 
Yorker a victim, because the 
government and the public are 

cheated out of money to fund 
programs, services and infra-
structure.”

 The initial investigation by 
Finance Commissioner Ken-
neth Adams only flushed out 
the larceny on tax filings for 
three years, but Adams said 
he and the DA’s Office will 
continue to work diligently to 
prosecute to the fullest extent 
any business that fails to pay 
sales tax. 

 Raj American Liquor con-
tinues to operate in Richmond 
Hill with a valid liquor license, 
but may close if the owner is 
convicted and fines set in.

 .
 Reach reporter Tom 

Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

The German Army's Lt. Col. Rolfe Metz presents the German Proficiency Badge to Spc. Adilia Murillo on March 
29. Courtesy of Sgt. Jeremy Bratt

Raj American Liquor, 102-25 Atlantic Ave., Richmond Hill 
Google Earth

Baysider earns best in German badge contest

Rich Hill liquor store stole $500K in taxes: DA
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T
he SAT — widely considered to 
be one of the most important ex-
ams a student will take in his or 
her academic life — is changing 

drastically. When students sit down for 
the test in March 2016, they’ll encoun-
ter a completely redesigned format that 
places significant emphasis on college 
and career readiness and skills such 
as reasoning, data analysis and criti-

cal thinking.
The SAT, which plays a key role in 

high school students’ college admis-
sions success, scholarship dollars and 
futures, will affect nearly 2 million 
students. In order to tackle the test 
with the right amount of knowledge 
and confidence, students (and their 
parents) must approach how they pre-
pare for the exam in an entirely differ-

ent way.
“The redesigned SAT will demand 

more from students than ever before,”  
Raymond Huntington, co-founder of 
a leading tutoring and test prep com-
pany, said. “In the history of the SAT, 
preparation has never been more es-
sential to success than it will be with 
the redesigned exam. Students must 
have deep foundational knowledge and 

demonstrate ability to reason, analyze 
and think critically in real-world con-
texts. Cramming for the test or em-
ploying test-taking tricks will not get 
students the knowledge or scores they 
need to enter and succeed in college.”

To prepare properly for the exam 
and achieve the desired result, here 
are tips for both parents and students:

Continued on Page 38
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Get ready for revised SAT next year
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1. Understand the changes: The 
exam has been overhauled with 
changes to both format and content. 
Test length, timing and score compo-
nents for the redesigned SAT will be 
different than its 
predecessor. For ex-
ample, students will 
no longer be penal-
ized for answering a 
question incorrectly. 
With regard to con-
tent, students will 
be expected to mas-
ter concepts that ad-
dress college and ca-
reer readiness, and 
key skills such as 
analysis and reason-
ing. For instance, all 
reading content will 
be passage-based and 
will place strong em-
phasis on students’ 
ability to understand vocabulary in 
context, focusing on more commonly 
used words, rather than simply dem-
onstrating reading comprehension.

2. Know the dates: The first ad-
ministration of the redesigned SAT is 
scheduled for March 2016. The class of 
2017 and 2018 are most affected by the 
change, but the class of 2016 still has 
an opportunity to take the current 
SAT in January 2016, which is likely 

the safest bet. Regardless of the format, 
it is never too early to start preparing 
for these exams, as it is the best way to 
ensure success and avoid last-minute, 
ineffective cramming. Some students 
begin preparing a few months in ad-
vance; for others, it’s several months 
or longer.

3. Be aware that tips and tricks won’t 
work: The redesigned 
SAT requires a mas-
tery of core academic 
concepts and an ability 
to apply these concepts 
in real-world scenari-
os. For example, in the 
Evidenced-Based Read-
ing and Writing sec-
tion, reading questions 
will feature charts and 
graphs similar to ones 
students will most like-
ly encounter in science 
and social science ma-
jors as well as their ca-
reers. Math questions 
will also test more 
complex skills, and 

questions will build on one another.
4. Know your options: As the SAT 

will see significant changes, which 
could cause uncertainty on the part of 
students and parents, the ACT is an-
other viable college-entrance exam op-
tion. The ACT, which focuses on core 
high school curriculum and what a 
student has learned, is accepted at all 
four-year U.S. colleges and has over-
taken the SAT in popularity.

SAT
Continued from Page 37

Make reading a priority for your children
R

eading is a fundamen-
tal skill people use 
throughout their lives, 
and in this digital age 

reading is more important 
than ever. When children and 
tweens read, they improve 
their reading skills and they 
also improve their compre-
hension, knowledge base, con-
centration and vocabulary. 
Many children love books, but 
getting those children to con-
tinue to read as tweens can be 
more difficult.

As a parent, you cannot 
afford to let your tweens’ 
reading fall by the wayside or 
trust that the reading they do 
at school is sufficient. Supple-
mental reading at home will 
help your children do better 
at school and in real world 
after graduation, too. To en-
courage their reading outside 
the classroom, follow these 
suggestions.

• Keep it positive. Encour-
age your tween to read with-
out pressuring, nagging or 
bribing them. Tweens should 

read for enjoyment, not be-
cause they feel forced or stand 
to profit financially from do-

ing so. You should also avoid 
criticizing what they read. 
Even reading a gossip, music 

or video game magazine is 
better than not reading at all.

• Set an example. Want 
your tweens to take an inter-
est in reading? Then read 
yourself. If your tweens see 
that you make a habit of read-
ing and enjoy doing it, they’ll 
be more apt to pick up supple-
mental reading on their own.

• Find a story that in-
terests them. Looking for a 
unique story that will inter-
est your tween? “Broken” by 
Tanille Edwards is the love 
story of Milan, a high-school 
girl with a burgeoning mod-
eling career. She’s also deaf 
and struggling with the same 
insecurities many tweens and 
teens face. This book is geared 
toward young adults, making 
it easy for them to tackle. The 
book also comes with its own 
musical soundtrack, allowing 
your child to enjoy the music 
as they turn the pages.

• Start a book club. Join 
your tween in what they are 
reading. Ask them to pick a 
book you will both read to-

gether and then discuss at the 
end of the month. This will 
help keep both of you on task 
and provide a great way to 
share mutual interests.

• Stress reading’s other 
benefits. Reading offers nu-
merous benefits to your child 
beyond the purely academic, 
so make sure they are aware 
of them. Reading a book also 
grows their imagination, 
spurs creativity, entertains 
and provides a cost-effective 
way to kick back and relax 
after a long day of school. The 
more your child sees reading 
as a reward, the more apt he 
will be to do it in his spare 
time.

Between friends, technol-
ogy and school, there are 
plenty of forces vying for your 
teen’s attention; make sure 
supplemental reading is one 
of them. Encouraging your 
tween to read in her free time, 
as well as at school, offers her 
a wonderful hobby today and 
lifelong benefits down the 
road. 

Set a good example for your children by finding time to read yourself. 

The redesigned 
SAT requires a 

mastery of core 
academic concepts 

and an ability 
to apply these 

concepts in real-
world scenarios.
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

French artist Edgar De-
gas, known for his paintings 
and sculptures of balleri-
nas, was a closeted photog-
rapher. 

Degas was 4 when fellow 
countryman Louis Jacques 
Mandé Daguerre appeared 
at the French Académie des 
Sciences to demonstrate 
his invention of capturing 
images onto silver-plated 
sheets of copper using io-
dine vapors, mercury fumes 
and a saltwater stabilizer in 
1839.

These daguerreotypes 
— as the first photographic 
images were dubbed — cap-
tured the imagination of the 
public, but the art world was 
a bit slower to come around. 

“Some of the avant-garde 
and progressive artists em-
braced photography, but se-

cretly,” Amy Winter, direc-
tor of the Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum, said. “Degas used 
photographs as aids, as ref-
erences. He would take a 
photo and use that to create 
his figures.”

Today anyone with a cell 
phone could be considered 
a photographer, but some of 
the more iconic images cap-
tured over the last century 
and a half will be on display 
as part of a new exhibition, 
“Masters of American Pho-
tography & Photographs 
from the Matthew R. Bergey 
Collection,” opening Mon-
day at the Queens College 
museum.

“It is really like two 
shows,” Winter said. “The 
‘Masters of American Pho-
tography’ is a touring show 
from the Reading Public 
Museum in Pennsylvania. 
And then downstairs are 39 Photographer Dorothea Lange created one of the most iconic images from the Depression with "Migrant Mother - Nipomo, 

California" as part of her work with the Farm Security Administration in 1936. Photo courtesy Reading Public Museum Continued on Page 46

WORTH A 
THOUSAND 

WORDS
Godwin-Ternbach Museum’s show 
traces the history of photography
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PRODUCTIONS

“Red Noses” — Peter Barnes’ comedy about 
a monk who travels plague-affected villages in 
14th century France practicing his own brand of 
laughter-is-the-best-medicine treatment has been 
transported to modern-day New York City.  
When: Through April 19
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15 - $25
Contact: (866) 811-4111
Website: www.spoontheater.org

“Sanco: A Guyanese Thriller” — The 
American-Caribbean Theatre Alliance presents 
an original play about a murder in Guyana and 
the racial tensions it creates between Afro- and 
Indo-Guyanese residents. 
When: Through April 19
Where: The Springfi eld Gardens Church of 
Christ, 144-04 Farmers Blvd., Springfi eld 
Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 551-7468
Website: www.actashows.com

“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” — Dale 
Wasserman’s stage adaptation of Ken Kessey’s 
subversive novel set in a mental hospital pits 
the life-affi rming hero, R. P. McMurphy, against 
arguably one of modern literature’s greatest 

antagonist, Nurse Ratched. 
When: Through April 25
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-28 45th Road, 
Long Island City
Cost: $18, $15/LIC residents, seniors and students
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.variationstheatregroup.com

“Othello” — Titan Theatre Co. presents an 
all-female version of Shakespeare’s tragedy 
about jealousy, betrayal and vengeance. 
When: April 17 to May 2
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations Ave. 
South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.titantheatrecompany.com

“Lucky Stiff” — The fi rst collaboration by 
Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty (“Ragtime,” 
“Seussical the Musical”) is a farce based on the 
novel “The Man Who Broke the Bank at Monte 
Carlo” plays Maggie’s Little Theatre. 
When: Friday, April 17 at 8 pm; Saturday, April 18 
at 2 pm and 8 pm; Sunday, April 19 at 2:30 pm
Where: St. Margaret Parish Hall, 66-05 79th 
Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, $12/children 11 
and under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.maggieslittletheater.org

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

LUNCH SPECIALS
$795

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 12 NOON–3P.M.

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD
CAESAR

GARDEN
*ADD GRILLED CHICKEN + $3
*ADD GRILLED SHRIMP + $4

SANDWICHES
MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE

SAUSAGE & PEPPER
** PARMIGIANA ON REQUEST

Pasta 
Dishes

Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

NO SUBSTITUTIONS 
OR TAKEOUT

Answers in Sports
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BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Storytelling. It’s the oldest 
thing in entertainment.

And it’s making a come-
back, thanks in some part to 
a 6-year-old radio show called 
“The Moth.”

“The Moth” airs on over 200 
NPR stations (in New York, it’s 
on Tuesday nights on WNYC-
FM) and has just two rules — the 
story must be shorter than five 
minutes and it must be true.

The stories are recorded 
live, in front of an audience, 
on college campuses, at clubs 
and little theaters all over the 
country. The best are selected 
for the weekly radio show — 
and many of the rest are post-
ed as part of the show’s popu-
lar podcasts.

Tickets for the first-ever 
“Moth storySLAM” in Queens, 
held last week at Flushing 
Town Hall, had been sold out 
since January.

Hopeful storytellers put 
their names in a black nylon 
bag at the start of the evening.  
A host picks the first one. Af-

ter the first storyteller is done, 
he or she pulls the next name 
out of the bag, and so on un-
til 10 stories are told and the 
night is done.

The tales at Flushing Town 
ranged from the heartbreak-
ing — a cap-wearing widower 

who told of losing his wife to Al-
zheimer’s — to the providential  
a father who pulled his family 
out of a major train wreck, then 
hailed a cab out of town — to the 
bittersweet — from a son whose 
dying mother instructed him to 
bury her in, not in the cheapest, 

but the second-cheapest coffin 
he could find.

Only a fraction of the stories 
each month make the show,  of-
ficials said. And if any of the 
Queens stories do, it will be 
some weeks before it happens. 

“There is no guarantee any 

SLAM stories will make it on 
the radio/podcast,” a spokes-
man for the show said. “That 
said, I think there were some 
great stories [in Queens] so 
there is a possibility that some 
will make it sooner rather 
than later.”

Hey, did you hear the one about Flushing?

If you liked Steve Solomon’s 
smash hit comedy at Queens 
Theatre last year, you’ll love 
the prequel, "My Mother’s 
Italian, My Father’s Jewish, 
and I’m STILL in Therapy"! 
This hysterical ALL NEW 
show takes us back to the 
comedian’s childhood where 
we meet a side-splitting 
parade of Steve’s quirky 
relations. Join us as we 
journey through mixed 
marriages, ex-wives, strange 
pets, and endless dieting.  

“He’s in Therapy - 
We’re in Stitches!”  
Washington Post

Steve Solomon’s

The chaos continues...

At Flushing Town Hall’s “Moth storySLAM,” storytellers included Seth Branitz (l. to r.), who talked about his dying mother's final request. Rudy 
Baker’s story was about his wife’s final days. Ted Olds had a family night at the theater planned when the train they were on came off the rails. 
Christina Lee, a Queens kid, had serious trouble with the wildlife of Southeast Asia. Photos by Michael Shain 

Ranconteurs share yarns with hometown crowd as ‘The Moth’ story slam rolls into Queens
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EVENTS

Hike the Vanderbilt Motor Parkway — The 
Urban Rangers lead this moderate hike from 
Cunningham to Alley Pond parks along a 
private road built by the Vanderbilt family 
in 1908.
When: Sunday, April 12, at 11 am
Where: 73rd Avenue and Hollis Hills Terrace 
in Cunningham Park, Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website:  www.nycgovparks.org

New York World’s Fair in 3D: A 
Stereoscopic Projection Show — Members 
of the Depthography Group will present more 
than two dozen View-Master stereo views of 
the 1939-40 Fair and more than 125 from the 
1964-65 Fair. 3D glasses will be provided. 
When: Sunday, April 12, from 2:30 pm - 4:30 
pm
Where: Kingsland Homestead, 143-35 37th 
Ave., Flushing
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website:  www.queenshistoricsociety.org

Tour the Forest Park Greenhouse — The 
Queens Greenhouse and Nursery grows 
around 100,000 plants each year that are 
used throughout parks in Queens and 
Brooklyn. Gardeners will be on hand to 
answer questions and provide information 
about the different plants. 
When: Saturday, April 18, from 9 am - 2 pm
Where: Queens Greenhouse and Nursery, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 520-5341
Website:  www.nycgovparks.org

Cesar Milan Live — The dog-whisperer 
shares his secrets on forging happier 
and healthier relationships between pet 
owners and their four-legged canine 
friends. This people-only event will include 
demonstrations.
When: Sunday, April 19, at 3 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts at Queens College,  65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $35 - $69
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website:  www.kupferbergcenter.org

MUSIC

Anima: A Cabinet of Wonders — The group 
specializes in music from the Baroque and late 
Renaissance periods. 
When: Friday, April 10, at 6 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, Rufus King 
Park, Jamaica
Cost: $25/advance, $30/at door
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website:  www.kingmanor.org

Global Mashup No. 1: Cuba Meets Hawaii 
— This concert series combines musicians 
performing their unique cultural sounds on one 
stage. Tonight the Cuban group Cocomama and 
Josh Kekoa Cho Trio’s Hawaiian play.  
When: Friday, April 10, at 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $15, $10/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Sacred Music Chorale of Richmond Hill — 
The Sacred Music Chorale presents its spring 
concert featuring Brahams’ “Deutsche Requiem” 
(performed in English) and other orchestral 
selections. A reception follows the performance. 
When: Sunday, April 19, at 3 pm
Where: St. John’s Lutheran Church, 86-20 
114th St., Richmond Hill
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 441-8118
Website:  www.richmondhillny.com/arts/smc

TALK

Dan McMillan — History professor and 

attorney Dan McMillan will speak on his new 
book “How Could This Happen: Explaining the 
Holocaust” as part of Holocaust Memorial 
Day. 
When: Monday, April 13, at 1:30 pm
Where: Central Queens YM & YWHA, 67-09 
108th St. Forest Hills
Cost: $8/suggested
Contact: (718) 268-5011
Website:  www.cqy.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Children’s Carnival— Head over to the apple 
orchard at the Queens County Farm Museum 
for two weekends of carnival rides, midway 
games, hayrides, entertainment and tours of 
the farmhouse. 
When: Saturday, April 11 and April 18; Sunday, 
April 12 and April 19, from 11 am - 6 pm each 
day.
Where: Queens County Farm Museum, 73-50 
Little Neck Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $12/per person, all carnival rides 
included.
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website:  www.queensfarm.org

Birding: Spring Migrants— Join the Urban 
Rangers as they point out the best wildlife 
viewing spots in the city. Birding programs 
are appropriate for all skill levels, and 
beginners are welcome.
When: Saturday, April 11, at 9 am
Where: Alley Pond Park Adventure Center, 
Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in Queens, check 
TimesLedger’s website at 

www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 44

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT 
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from 

HAPPY HOURS
beginning 

RHYTHM 
& BREWS

from 

LADIES NIGHT
FRIDAY 
NIGHT 
LIVE

Our 2015 Season begins April 24th

Over 20 years of serving you!

beginning  

BY GINA MARTINEZ

If a play about the 
plague in 14th-century 
France sounds like your 
idea of a good time, then 
get yourself to the Secret 
Theatre for Nicu’s Spoon 
Theater Co.’s production 
of “Red Noses.”

Peter Barnes’ 1978 
play, first produced by 
the Royal Shakespeare 
Co. in 1985,  centers 
around a priest, Fa-
ther Flote, who travels 
through Black Death-
ravaged Europe with 
a band of fools, named 
God’s Zanies, to offer his 
own brand of healing — 
laughter. 

Oh, yeah, did we men-
tion it’s a comedy?

“People will be sur-
prised by how hysterical-
ly funny it is,” Director 
Stephanie Barton-Farcas 
said. “It’s irreverent and 
manages to offend every-
one, yet make them laugh 
at the same time.”

The play, which 
earned Barnes an Olivi-
er Award — London the-
ater’s version of the To-
nys — has been updated 

for the Secret production 
and is now set in modern-
day New York City. 

“It was written 30 
years ago, so some of the 

references were dated,” 
Barton-Farcas said, “but 
the over-arching themes 
are still relevant now.”

Barton-Farcas’ ver-

sion still follows the jour-
ney of a priest, but instead 
of the plague, he finds 
himself dealing people 
suffering from AIDS, 
Ebola and measles. 

The priest believes if 
he and his band of fools 
can make someone laugh 
while they are in the 
throes of death, that per-
son can die happy.

The change into 
modern times wasn’t 
too difficult for Barton-
Farcas because a lot of 
the themes still translate 
into modern times. 

A lot of ideas about 
religion have not really 
changed that much, Bar-
ton-Farcas said. 

And she believes 
people today, no matter 
their ages, races or back-
grounds, still come to-
gether in times of crisis. 

“New York City knows 
about tragedy and the 
play explores how people 
discover themselves in 
those tough times,” Bar-

ton-Farcas said. 
According to Barton-

Farcas, audiences can 
expect to laugh their way 
through a play that deals 
with tough issues with 
humor. 

“It has a lot to say about 
government, separation of 
church and state, the 1 per-
cent, the haves and haves 
not, poverty and the way 
we treat each other,” she 
said. “During rehearsals, 
even though I’ve read the 
play a billion times, it still 
manages to make me cry 
laughing. It’s hysterical.”

Elana Storms (l. to r.), Alana Osborn-Lief, Ava Eades, Galia Backal and Lisa LoCascio prac-
tice a scene from the Nicu's Spoon Theater Co.'s production of "Red Noses." 

Photo courtesy Rhesa Storms

You could die laughing watching this play
Nicu’s Spoon Theater Co. presents Peter Barnes’ comedy ‘Red Noses’ about the plague

IF YOU GO
“Red Noses”

When: Through April 19
Where: The Secret 
Theatre, 44-02 23rd st., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18/adults, $15/
seniors and students
Contact:  (646) 299-
5345
Website: www.
spoontheater.org
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Have you ever had a really 
rotten day? Alexander has! He 
wakes up with gum in his hair, 
he trips on a skateboard, and 
then he accidentally drops 
his sweater in the sink - all 
before breakfast! Laugh and 
sing along with Alexander's 
misadventures in this 
uproarious musical based on 
the best-selling classic book. 
Discover along with Alexander 
that sometimes, everyone has 
a terrible, horrible, no good, 
very bad day.

April 12, 2015
Saturday at 1pm & 3pm
Single Tickets: $14
Box Office: 718.760.0064 
www.queenstheatre.org

Alexander and 
The Terrible, 
Horrible, No Good, 
Very Bad Day

Website:  www.nycgovparks.org

“The Very Hungry Caterpillar” — 
The Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia 
bring the beloved children’s story to 
life through puppetry. The program 
also includes two other pieces, Little 
Cloud’s journey through the sky and 
the Mixed Up Chameleon’s tale of 
discovery. 
When: Sunday, April 12, at 2:15 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $13/adults, $10/adult 
members, $8/children, $6/children 
members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Hands-on History: Roads and 
Rails— Learn about transportation in 
the 19th century, hear a story about 
the history of trains, then create your 
own toy horse. 
When: Saturday, April 18, from 
noon - 3 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 150-
03 Jamaica Ave., Rufus King Park, 
Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545, ext. 13
Website:  www.kingmanor.org

FILM

“The Wizard of Oz” in 3-D — During 
spring school break, the Museum 
of the Moving image will present 
daily screenings of a remastered 
3-D version of the classic 1939 fi lm. 
Following the movie, visitors can sign 
up to take part in a Character Design 
Remix workshop.
When: Through April 12, at 12:30 
pm daily
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $12/adults, $9/seniors and 
students, $6/children 3 -12; design 
workshop is additional $5 per child. 
Contact: (718) 777-6868
Website: www.movingimage.us

“The Lady in No. 6, Music Saved 
My Life” — A Yom Hashoah/
Holocaust Memorial Day program 
includes the screening of the 2013 
Academy Award-winning short 
documentary about 109-year-old 
pianist and Holocaust survivor Alice 
Herz-Sommer. The program will 
include songs, prayers and a candle 
lighting ceremony.

When: Sunday, April 19, at 10:30 am
Where: Briarwood Jewish Center, 
139-06 86th Ave., Briarwood
Cost: Free
Contact: (917) 747-2922

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Erasing Borders Exhibition — 
Presented by the Indo-American 
Arts Council, this show features 
contemporary Indian art of the 
diaspora. 
When: Through April 19, Saturdays 
and Sundays, from noon - 5 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $5/suggested for adults, Free/
members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

“Vices Peculiar to These 
Eclectics”: Contemporary 
Collage  — An exhibition of 50 
works made from plastic bags, 
seashells, encyclopedias, rare books 
and dollar bills. The show includes 
a sound collage wing where visitors 
can listen to audio recordings of 
sampling, remixes and mashups. 
When: Through May 5
Where: Dr. M. T. Geoffrey Yeh Art Gallery, 
Sun Yat Sen Hall, St. John’s University, 
8000 Utopia Parkway, Jamaica Estates
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 990-7476
Website: www.stjohns.edu/
yehgallery

Simon Denny: The Innovator’s 
Dream — The fi rst major U.S. 
museum solo show of Berlin-
based Simon Denny, the exhibition 
adopts the layout of a industrial 
tradeshow to display works 
that evoke the language and 
psychology of the new media 
economy. 
When: Through Sept. 7
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10/adult suggested, $5/
students and seniors suggested, 
Free/children under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Art in the Garden: Paul Lin & 
Botanical Therapeutic Art — Lin 
blends fi ne art and traditional 
crafts and turns natural materials 
into landscapes and portraits. 
When: Through April 12
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/
students with ID and children over 
3
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.org

Masters of American 
Photography and Photographs 

from the Matthew R. Bergey 
Collection — Photographs on 
loan from the Reading (Pa.) 
Museum’s “Masters of American 
Photography,” include iconic 
images by Alfred Stieglitz, Ansel 
Adams and Dorothea Lange. 
They will be paired with the 
recent gifts from the Matthew R. 
Bergey Collection, which includes 
pioneering photographers to 
contemporaries, such as Henri 
Cartier-Bresson, Richard Avedon 
and Laurie Simmons. 
When: April 13 - June 6
Where: Godwin-Ternbach Museum at 
Queens College, 405 Klapper Hall, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: www.qcpages.qc.cuny.
edu

Queens Museum Studio Program 
Exhibition— To celebrate the 
second year of its studio program, 
the museum presents the works 
of 12 artists, who have occupied 
studios at the facility during the 
2013-2014 and 2014-2015 seasons. 
When: Through June 28
Where: Queens Museum, New York 
City Building, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: $8/adult suggested, $4/
students and seniors suggested, 
Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700

Arts
Continued on Page 44
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Austin’s Ale House 

WEEKNIGHT SPECIALS! 

Featuring  
20 Craft Beers 

on draught  
and over  

40 Imported 
Bottles!

BRUNCH 
served every  
Saturday & 

Sunday!

Try our
Specialty 
BURGERS

Showing All New York Sports  
on the Multi Screens!

MONDAY NIGHT 
Fresh Roasted Prime Rib 

TUESDAY 
Steak & Lobster Special

WEDNESDAY 
Half Priced Bottles of Wine & 2 for 1 Appetizers  

with Dinner Entrée 

40-12 Bell Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361 

718-224-2200
bourbonstreetny.com

4 Course 
Prix Fixe Menu 

Sunday–Friday • 4–11pm 
$23.95 pp 

Happy Hour
Monday–Friday • 4–7pm 

2 for 1 Appetizers &
$3.75 Specialty Drinks

Laissez Les Bon Temps Roulez!

Daily Specials

Monday

Steak & Vino Night $23.95
1/2 Price Bottle of Wine 

w/ entrée purchase 
Karaoke 10-2am 

Tuesday 

New Orleans Steak & 
Clambake $23.95 

Ladies Night @Bar 10–2am 
Ladies Drink Free 

Wednesday

BBQ Pig Out $23.95 Live 
Music 10-2am 

Late Night Happy Hour 
$1 Domestic Drafts 
$1 Hurricane Shots 

Thursday 

$3.75 Specialty Cocktails 
& Bud Lights , $4 Jameson 

Shots & $1 Sliders 
7-11pm @Bar 

Late Night Happy Hour 
2 for 1 Drinks  

No shots or cordials 

Friday 

Enjoy Delicious Dinner 
Specials 

Live DJ 11-2am 

Saturday 

Prix Fixe Brunch 11:30-3:30 
$25 Open Bar 10-12am 

@Bar only  Live DJ 11-2am 

Sunday 

Prix Fixe Brunch 11:30-3:30
25¢ Wings @Bar All Day 

Kids Eat Free
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pictures that are a gift to us from Mat-
thew R. Bergey.”

At the top of the museum’s stairs 
hangs one of the most iconic images 
from the Great Depression, Dorothea 
Lange’s “Migrant Mother — Nipomo, 
California.” The woman, in tattered 
and dirty clothing, sits with her chin 
in the palm of her hand with an in-
tense and worried stare looking to the 
distance. On either side, a small child 
clings to each of her shoulders with 
their faces hidden from view. 

Lange made her masterpiece when 
she worked for the Farm Security Ad-
ministration during the Depression 
documenting the countryside and its 

people as a photojournalist. 
Other works in this touring exhi-

bition include photographs by Alfred 
Stieglitz, Ansel Adams and Margaret 
Bourke-White.

“A lot of these images are of every-
day life and everyday people,” Winter 
said. “It’s about finding beauty in com-
mon places and making everyday im-
ages beautiful.”

Not every picture evoked happy 
thoughts in the viewer. Many of these 
New Deal photographers went out of 
their way to create images of despair 
and inequalities, hoping to use their 
art to make social changes, Winter 
said. 

“These really were a reflection of 
the New Deal and how people had to 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Apr. 10-16, 2015

By Bill Deasy

Busy One
Across
1. Best, Ferber and 
Millay
6. Nicholas or Peter
10. "Beyond the ___" 
(Bobby Darin hit)
13. ___ hint (clue in)
14. Concern for some 
sleepers
16. "Fuzzy Wuzzy ___ 
a bear"
17. Drone
19. Amazing sight?
20. Quiet as ___
21. Pretty sure thing
23. Witnesses
25. "Immediately" in 
the OR
26. Govt. health org.
29. Society's worst
32. "LOL!"
34. "The Cowardly 
Lion"
36. Junior of the NFL
37. Supports a scheme
39. Away from the 
bluster
40. Hush-hush W.W. 
II grp.
41. 50-and-over org.
42. Flag bearers
44. Dress ___ 
(resemble)
46. Neck in the woods
47. "...or ___ just me?"
48. Bit of dogma
50. President pro 
___ (Senate bigwig)
51. Yorick's skull, e.g.

53. "Everything will 
___" ("Don't worry")
55. High ——
58. Leaning letters
62. British runner 
Sebastian
63. Hives
65. Tennis ball's path
66. Midsize
67. "Drove my Chevy 
to the ___"
68. Hint for clues 
117A, 63A, 10D, and 
28D
69. Big name on 5th 
Avenue
70. Lip-curling look

Down
1. Scandinavian myth
2. Rhythm keeper

3. ___ contendre
4. Perfect
5. Acted bratty
6. Inventor's initials
7. Some resorts
8. "My Way" 
cosongwriter
9. Snorkeling areas
10. Honey
11. Certain bridge seat
12. Viper of the Nile
15. "The Queen of 
Soul," familiarly
18. They might cause 
pressure
22. Words for a black 
sheep
24. Show the door
26. Cherrystone
27. ___ Lama
28. Queen

30. Quebec's ___ 
Peninsula
31. Suffragist Anthony
33. Up ___ (stuck)
35. Put out to pasture
38. Canned product 
since 1937
43. Baby birds?
45. Check for the 
possibility that
49. Sums...
52. Jimmies
54. Carpenter who sang
55. Steamed
56. "___ partridge in..."
57. Mt. Rushmore state
59. Come clean?
60. "Ah-ha..."
61. Sonny's partner
62. City hail?
64. Carry-___ 
(airline suitcases)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

GORGEOUS GEORGES
F R E S H D O T R A G E S
L U C I A R H O O V E R T
A S H E N A I M L E O N A
G E O R G E G O B E L R I B

R U M S T O O G E S
B I G A P P L E A N N E
A T E S T O P S S O B E R
S C O T Y I E L D S U R E
S H R U B N E A R S S I D

G N U S S W A T C H E S
S M E A R E D P U L
O A R G E O R G E B U R N S
I N A N E D O E B E A U T
L I F E R G A M L I N D A
S A T E S E M S E N T E R

Memoriesare made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363

FOLLOW US ON
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be helped by the government,” Winter 
said. 

While the works upstairs focus on 
mostly big-named photographers from 
the 20th century, the second part of 
the exhibition on the ground floor pro-
vides a visual tutorial of the history of 
the medium. 

Now part of the Godwin-Ternbach’s 
permanent collection, the Bergey pho-
tographs — nearly all in black and 
white — line the stark pale walls of the 
museum’s first floor and provide an 

historical time line.
The display kicks off with a still life 

of seashells by an unknown artist from 
the mid-19th century. Early photogra-
phers opted to stick to the big three 
genres — still lifes, landscapes and 
portraits — which is a carryover from 
the world of painting, said Winter. The 
early images also tend to a have brown-
ish tone from the chemicals used to 
print them, including albumen, which 
comes from an egg white. 

But unlike in other art fields, wom-
en were at the forefront of the photog-
raphy movement almost from the be-
ginning. English photographer Julia 
Margaret Cameron is represented in 
the show by a portrait she created of 
her son in the 1860s. At a time when the 
accoutrements of the art form proved 
too expensive for most individuals, 
Cameron shot photographs of many 
famous people of her time, including 
Lewis Carroll and Lord Byron, Winter 
said. 

Other shutterbugs of the time 
played around with lighting and focus 
to give their photographs a more artis-
tic look. 

“They wanted to do what the artists 
were doing,” Winter said. 

One piece in the show from Adolph 
Petzold is a bucolic meadow scene with 
large trees in the background and 
blankets of flowers in front. The image 
is deliberately out of focus giving the 
entire photo a softness reminiscent of 
an Impressionist painting. 

But as the new century progressed, 
subject matter deemed suitable for ar-

tistic photographs changed sharply. 
A few frames down from Petzold’s 

verdant scene is one of Ira Wright Mar-
tin’s works showing nearly a dozen 
smokestacks belching billowing clouds 
of smoke. 

“The landscape becomes industry,” 
Winter said. “In the 1920s and 1930s 
there was this whole faith-in-progress 
movement that also influenced paint-
ers, too.”

Although the Depression quickly 
ended the industry as a type of god 
thinking, the post-war years of the 
mid-20th century brought another ex-
pansion in subject matter, including 
the introduction of fashion photogra-
phy from the likes of Richard Avedon. 

“He is just pushing the envelope of 
the category,” Winter said. “It is more 
than photographing a model standing 
there.”

Three of Avedon’s pieces are on 
display including “Woman in French 
Train Station” and a disheveled and 
out of focus Marlene Dietrich in her 

bedroom looking nothing like a glam-
orous movie star. 

For Winter, the new additions com-
pliment the museum’s cache of photo-
graphic images and provide a link to 
understanding how the art form has 
developed over the last 176 years.

“The pace of technology has led us 
so far away from the past,” Winter said. 
“It is wonderful to have these iconic 
photographs in our collection to use.”

An opening night reception with a 
talk by Reading Public Museum cura-
tor Scott A. Schweigert is planned for 
Thursday, April 23, at 6 p.m. Winter 
will speak at a second event scheduled 
for Thursday, May 7. 

Annual Real Estate Breakfast
LIC Development Boom: Present Value, Future Impact

A look at current projects, market influences, and the long term impact on the LIC landscape.

Wednesday, April 22 • 8:30am-10am
The Learning Center at ConEd

43-82 Vernon Boulevard • Long Island City

David Brause - Brause Realty Inc. (Moderator)
Matthew Baron - Simon Baron Development

Jon Caplan - Jones Lang LaSalle
David Dishy - L+M Development Partners

Seble Tareke Williams - Emmes Asset Management Company
Media Sponsor: TimesLedger

To purchase tickets and for membership information, 
visit www.licpartnership.org or call 718-786-5300 x21 

$50 for members • $75 for non-members

IF YOU GO
“Masters of American Photography 
& Photographs from the Matthew R. 
Bergey Collection”

When: April 13 - June 6
Where: Godwin-Ternbach Museum, 
405 Klapper Hall, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: www.gtmuseum.org

THOUSAND WORDS
Continued from Page 46 

“Monolith, The Face of Half Dome, 
Yosemite National Park, California,” 
was made by Ansel Adams in 1927. 

Photo courtesy Reading Public Museum

Photographer Richard Avedon’s 
“Woman in French Train Station,” 
is an undated gelatin silver print.  

Photo courtesy Godwin-Ternbach Museum
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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full day, for a religious holiday 
observance in which teachers 
would not work, the spokes-
woman explained.

Under state law, schools 
must provide 180 days of in-
struction between September 
and June each school year, 
with about 15 holidays on the 
calendar. They have to add or 
subtract days to the school cal-
endar based on when floating 
holidays fall. 

State Assemblyman Ed-
ward Braunstein (D-Bayside) 

agreed with Stavisky, saying 
that nobody celebrates the 
Sunday School holiday any-
more.

“I think this is a well-
thought out plan that is some-
thing that will work,” Braun-
stein said. 

Elected officials have met 
with Mayor Bill de Blasio’s of-
fice, but the plan to remove the 
Brooklyn-Queens Day was for-
mulated after the meeting.

Starting in the 2015-2016 
school year, schools will close 
Sept. 24 for the Muslim holi-
day of Eid al-Adha. The follow-
ing year, Eid al-Fitr will take 
place over the summer in 2016 

and will be a designated holi-
day for those attending sum-
mer school. 

Asian-American students 
make up roughly 15 percent of 
the city’s public school popula-
tion. Leading schools in Asian 
majority neighborhoods have 
absentee rates as high as 80 
percent on the New Year holi-
day. 

In December, a law spon-
sored by Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) and Stavisky 
mandating that school boards 
consider closing schools on a 
day when a large number of 
students will be absent due 
to religious or cultural obser-

The status quo on the 7 line 
is simply unacceptable and I 
will continue to push the MTA 
to drastically improve the 7 
trains performance on a day-
to-day basis.”

The MTA is still investi-
gating the cause of Monday 
morning’s incident, according 
to MTA spokesman Kevin Or-
tiz. “As subway ridership con-
tinues to , however, even the 
smallest incidents have the 
potential to disrupt travel for 
more and more of our custom-

ers,” he said. “That’s why the 
MTA is working intensely to 
improve the 7 Line by repair-
ing damage from Superstorm 
Sandy, replacing track panels 
on the elevated structure, and 
installing a modern signalling 
system that will allow more 
trains to run more closely to-
gether. While this work cre-
ates temporary inconvenienc-
es on nights and weekends, 
this short-term pain will bring 
long-term gain for customers 
all along the 7.”

Meanwhile, the conversa-
tion continues at 7 Train Blues 
as riders share their growing 
frustration. 

“We’re not looking for any 
miracles, just some improve-
ment,” Orlando said. “The im-
petus for starting the blog is to 
get the MTA to make improve-
ments. How can the mayor talk 
about moving in 100,000 people 
to the Sunnyside Yards with-
out addressing the inadequate 
infrastructure first?”

Gianaris agreed saying, 
“Anytime we talk about devel-
oping the Sunnyside Yards the 
stress on the infrastructure is 
always foremost on my mind 
because the 7 train can’t han-
dle the capacity now.”

Continued from Page 5 

7 train

Continued from Page 5 

Lunar

Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org

and interact productively 
with the NYPD,” Mayor Bill 
de Blasio said in a statement. 
“We will continue to grow 
the program to create even 
greater access to government 
programs for our city’s resi-
dents.”

Jamaica resident Angelica 
Garcia, 39, who is originally 
from the Dominican Repub-
lic, signed up for municipal 
ID last weekend. 

She said the municipal ID 
is more convenient compared 
to the passport, which can be 
lost more easily.

“You need ID for going to 
the library, going to muse-
ums, to go to the bank,” Gar-
cia said. “For anything, you 
need ID.”

Despite experiencing a 
slowdown for a few hours on 
its first day taking appoint-
ments, an IDNYC website 
hosted by AppointmentPlus 
has been running smoothly 
ever since then and without 
any hiccups, a city official 
previously told TimesLedger. 

The city uses duplicate 
image software to ensure no 
applicant is able to get two 
IDNYC cards, according to 
an administration official. 

The enrollment system will 
feature ID verification scan-
ning technology and high-
tech cameras.

International Civil Avia-
tion Organization best prac-
tices suggest that the face 
be captured with a neutral, 
non-smiling expression, with 
both eyes open, the official 
said. Expression has a strong 
effect on the performance of 
automatic face recognition 
and accurate visual inspec-
tion by humans.

Nearly two dozen experi-
enced city Human Resources 
Administration investigators 
have been hired as integrity 
specialists to prevent fraud 
and check applicants’ iden-
tities. New IDNYC centers 
have opened up in Corona, 
Long Island City, Lower Man-
hattan and West Harlem.

By mid-April, new sites 
will launch in the South 
Bronx and Coney Island and 
a new, larger Sunset Park 
center will replace the tempo-
rary site that had opened in 
January.

In May, the program will 
launch the second round of 
popup enrollment centers in 
partnership with communi-
ty-based organizations, City 
Council offices and city agen-
cies.

IDs
Continued from Page 5 
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All offers excludes taxes, title and MV fees. Lessee responsible for maintenance & excess wear/tear. †10,000 mi/yr (1) $16,666 purch opt. $350 term fee, 15¢ per mile 
excess. (2) $19,073 purch opt. $450 term fee, 18¢ per mile excess. (3) $21,953 purch opt. $450 term fee, 25¢ per mile excess. ‡$500 toward new 2014/ 2015 Honda 
(excludes Fit EV & Clarity) when financed or leased through Honda Financial Services. Must meet credit criteria, have grad within 2 years or will within next 6 months 
with a masters, bachelors or associates. ‡‡ With approved credit thru Honda Financial Services on select models, up to 48 months, residency restrictions apply. See 

dealer for details. Must take delivery from dlr. stock. Photos for illustrative purposes. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers expire 5 days after publication.

NEW OWNERSHIP - SAME TEAM - YOU WIN!

AdvantageHondaNY.com

1260 NORTHERN BLVD, MANHASSET
855-407-2238 NYAUTOGIANT.COM

Sales Hours
Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm

Sat: 9am-6pm
Sun: 11am-5pm

Vehicles In Stock
2002 Toyota Camry LE Sedan
Stk#M0225T. 93,474 mi. .....................................................$5,997 
2010 Nissan Versa 1.8S Hatchback 
Stk#M0285P. 49,541 mi. .....................................................$8,995 
2007 Honda Fit Base Hatchback 
Stk#M0313T. 36,164 mi. .....................................................$8,995 
2007 Honda Civic EX Coupe Auto
Stk#M0260T. 61,855 mi. .....................................................$9,524  
2012 Kia Rio5 LX (A6) Hatchback
Stk#M0338T. 17,469 mi. .................................................. $13,466
2013 Honda Civic EX Coupe Auto 
Stk# M0269T. 33,270 mi. ................................................. $14,985
��������	
��
	����	�����	��	����	
Stk#M0326P. 16,124 mi. .................................................. $15,237 
��������	
��
	����	������	
��	��	�����	����
Stk#M0310P. 14,940 mi. .................................................. $16,091

���	������	����	��!����	�"� 
Stk#M0207P. 33,379 mi. .................................................. $16,491

��������	
��
	����	������	
��	��	�����	����
Stk#M0314P. 13,986 mi. .................................................. $16,758
2009 Mercedes–Benz C-Class Sedan 
Stk#M0241T. 48,387 mi. .................................................. $16,958

���	#�$��	#�$��%	�	������&	���'*��+
Stk#M0124P. 22,174 mi. .................................................. $16,987
��������	
��
	����	������	
��	��	�����	����
Stk#M0316P. 13,547 mi. .................................................. $18,010
��������	
���	����	��,�	��,�	�"� 
Stk#M0168I. 41,591 mi.................................................... $18,444
��������	
��
	����	������	
��	����	��,�	���/� 
Stk# M0317P. 11,679 mi. ................................................. $18,875
��������	
��
	����	��,�	��	�4:	�"�	
Stk#M0263P. 18,666 mi. .................................................. $21,445 
��������	
���	����	;��<<��	������&	���
Stk#M0320T. 79,942 mi ................................................... $21,595
��������	
��
	����	��,�	��	�4:	�"�	
Stk#M0296P. 33,060 mi. .................................................. $21,825

New 2015 Honda
Accord EX-L Sedan Auto(1)

Stk#: N150321. MSRP: $29,240. $995 dwn + $0 security + $209 1st 
mo. + $895 bank fee = $2,099 due at signing. $8,151 total pymnts. 

Lease for:

$209
per mo. for 39 mos.†

New 2015 Honda
CR-V EX-L AWD SUV(2)

Stk#: N150883. MSRP: $30,275. $995 dwn + $0 security + $259 1st 
mo. + $895 bank fee = $2,149 due at signing. $10,101 total pymnts.

Lease for:

$259
per mo. for 39 mos.†

APR
FINANCING
AVAILABLE‡‡0.9%

COLLEGE GRAD BONUS
AVAILABLE‡

New 2015 Honda
Pilot EX-L 4X4 SUV(3)

Stk: N151065. MSRP: $37,850. $995 dwn + $0 security + $289 1st 
mo. + $895 bank fee = $2,179 due at signing. $11,271 total pymnts.

Lease for:

$289
per mo. for 39 mos.†
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
One of New York City’s 

best girls’ basketball players 
is coming to Queens.

Medgar Evers sophomore 
wing Danielle Patterson 
said last weekend she will be 
transferring to Mary Louis 
this fall. She is arguably the 
best player in her class in the 
city. Patterson has scholar-
ship interest from a host of 
Division I schools, including 
UConn. Huskies coach Geno 
Auriemma came to watch 
Patterson play for the Cou-
gars this season. 

Patterson’s father, Lam-
ont, said the family sat down 
after the season to discuss 
whether they wanted her to 
return to Medgar Evers or 
move on to a new situation. 
The family decided it wants 
to expose Patterson to play-
ing against, what in their 
opinion is, better competi-
tion than what she saw in the 
PSAL. She will also switch 
travel ball teams from the 
Philly Belles to the New Jer-
sey Sparks.

“I want her to play against 

better talent,” Lamont Pat-
terson said. “I wanted her to 
play against better competi-
tion.” 

Suiting up for coach 
JoAnn Arbitello-Pinnock 
at Mary Louis in CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens was a step 
up, according to Patterson. 
Brooklyn/Queens is consid-
ered one of the most competi-
tive leagues in the country 
and has produced four Mc-
Donald’s All-Americans in 
the last five years. 

“I have known coach Arbi-
tello for a while and I like her 
coaching style,” Patterson 
said.  “I said, you know what, 
wewill give it a shot and give 
it a try. 

He was happy with the 
academics at Mary Louis 
which he stressed were more 
important than hoops, and 
liked that idea it was an all-
girls school. Mary Louis was 
a school Danielle Patterson 
considered before enrolling 
in Medgar Evers. She will 
be able to play right away for 
the Hilltoppers because of 
the league’s updated transfer 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Jermaine Bishop chose to 

seize an opportunity to play 
high-level college basketball at 
a program in need of his ser-
vices. 

The Holy Cross senior guard 
verbally committed to play 
men’s basketball at St. Louis 
March 31, choosing the Billik-
ens over St. Peter’s.  Fresh off 
his decision, Bishop scored 15 
points, including three treys 
in the CHSAA’s 117-109 loss to 
the PSAL at the Mayor’s Cup 
senior all-star game April 1 at 
Baruch College. 

Bishop wanted to experi-
ence life away from New York 
City and get a chance to play in 
the highly competitive Atlan-
tic-10 conference. He also felt a 
loyalty to St. Louis because its 
coaching staff continued to re-
cruit him even after he missed 
much of last summer’s live re-
cruiting period with a badly 
bruised knee. 

St. Louis is in need of a 
point guard with his skills, 
according to Holy Cross coach 
Terry Tarpey.  Bishop thought 
the situation was too good a fit 
to pass up. 

“I just felt comfortable,” 
Bishop said. “I felt like I am 
home away from home.”  

The Billikens offered 
Bishop a scholarship after 
Holy Cross’ season ended in 
the CHSAA Class AA play-
offs and he visited the cam-
pus two weeks ago. Knights 
coach Terry Tarpey thought 
Bishop’s strong finish to the 
year helped to seal St. Louis’ 
opinion of him. Billiken’s head 
coach Jim Crews watched 
Bishop play twice in March. 

“They want me to come in 
and be a playmaker, get guys 
involved.” Bishop said.

Bishop scored a game-high 
27 points, dished out six assists 
and grabbed five rebounds in 
a quarterfinal victory against 
St. Raymond in the CHSAA 
Class AA Intersectional play-
offs. He followed that up with 

26 points and six rebounds in 
a season-ending loss to Christ 
the King in the semis.

Bishop did his homework, 
too. 

He saw St. Louis play twice 
during the season and felt he 
could help out. He still needs 
to put on some weight, but 
Tarpey said that his strengths 
on the court transcend well to 
the next level. Bishop averaged 
20 points per game this season 
and was named to the CHSAA 
All-League First Team. 

“He can really handle. He 
can really shoot,” Tarpey said. 
“He’s getting a little stronger. 
His range will get a little deep-
er. He wanted high level. He 
was really excited when [St. 
Louis] came around.”

Bishop joked that he 
couldn’t have asked for a much 
better ending to his senior sea-
son after finding his home for 
the next four years.   

“Maybe beating King and 
going to the championship, 
that’s really about it,” he said. 
“I’m loving it. My parents are 
excited. I’m going to college for 
free.”  

Patriots’ Robyn Francis 
lands at LIU Post

Robyn Francis flew under 
the radar during her career 
at Francis Lewis. She used the 
lack of interest from college as 
motivation and thrust herself 
into the spotlight this season. 

“I finally ended up with a 
scholarship,” Francis said. 

She was the Patriots’ most 
consistent player. She aver-
aged 10.8 points, 6.8 rebounds 
and 4.1 assists per game in 
league play. The year helped 
Francis earn a scholarship 
to LIU Post.  Mercy and Ny-
ack also showed interest.  She 
said LIU Post also gave her a 
good chance to play right away 
with the Pioneers losing three 
guards to graduation. 

“When I visited the school, 
it was a welcoming environ-
ment,” Francis said. “All of 
the players were nice. The 
coach came to a couple of my 
games.”  

Francis Lewis teammate 
Chi La Bady also committed to 
Mercy College. 

Continued on Page 56

Holy Cross guard Jermaine Bishop commits to playing basketball at St. 
Louis.  Photo by Robert Cole

Former Medgar Evers' hoops star Danielle Patterson is transferring to 
Mary Louis this fall.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Hoop dreams realized

Mary Louis lands star 
from Medger Evers HS

Scholarship offers arrive for several Queens seniors
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Chris Mullin can make St. John’s 
New York’s team again and he’s off to 
a good start. 

His presence in Jamaica Estates 
for just one day as the new Red Storm 
men’s basketball coach provided a 
glimpse of his impact. 

Fans filled the lower half of Car-
nesecca Area yelling encouragement. 
More than a dozen former players re-
turned, including Walter Berry, Boo 
Harvey and Felipe Lopez, just to see 
Mullin take his place atop the pro-
gram. Imagine what things will be like 
when he coaches his first game.

“This is going to unite everyone,” 
Berry said. “This is a great thing that 
happened today and it is going to unite 
New York City for sure.”

Mullin talked about returning St. 
John’s to its glory days of the past on 

a day filled with plenty of nostalgia. 
That truly is not his task. The days of 
looking back ended when Mullin left 
the stage. 

He must move the Red Storm for-
ward in the modern area of college 
basketball. St. John’s is a winning pro-

gram again, thanks to former coach 
Steve Lavin. Mullin must make it elite. 
That starts by connecting St. John’s 
past with its future. 

Mullin is the bridge. 
“What made me comfortable when 

I came to St. John’s was to see all these 
old legends before I got here,” St. John 
hoops alum Tyrone Grant said. “That’s 
what makes you want to be part of St. 
John’s. I haven’t seen that in I don’t 
even know how long.”

St. John’s finally has a coach who 
can really remind future recruits and 
current players what it was like when 
the program was at its height and can 
surround them with others who know 
so, too. 

Former St. John’s coach Norm 
Roberts was a New Yorker, but played 
down the road at Queens College. 
Lavin grew up on the West Coast and 
could tell fond tales of UCLA and John 
Wooden. Mullin can speak about Lou 
Carnesecca, Mark Jackson and Bill 
Wennington.  

He doesn’t have to tell people about 
himself. Mullin’s name resonates, too, 
thanks to his time playing in the NBA, 
being on the 1992 Dream Team and his 
front office experience. Grant, who is 

a boys’ basketball assistant coach at 
Wings, said his players were telling 
him about Mullin. 

The new coach’s contacts and bas-
ketball knowledge are certainly at-
tractive. Cardozo junior star Rashond 
Salnave, who was being recruited by 
the Red Storm under Lavin, can see 
Mullin easily connecting with local 
recruits and beyond who have NBA 
aspirations. 

“He’s one of the coaches right now 
that can make my dream possibly be-
come a reality through his connec-
tions,” he said. 

Mullin is already in full pursuit of 
players to help do that for. He plans on 
dominating the New York City and lo-
cal recruiting landscape. Familiar fac-
es in Red Storm uniforms only deepen 
fans’ connections to a squad.

St. John’s has already made offers 
to Christ the King junior Rawle Alkins 
and Archbishop Stepinac’s sophomore 
Jordan Tucker among others. Mullin 
spoke with 2015 target, Cheick Diallo of 
Our Savior New American on Long Is-
land, according to reports. The 6-foot-
9 forward is the 11th ranked player in 
the country by ESPN and just won the 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

With return to roots, Mullin can move SJU forward

Surrounded by hundreds of supporters, leg-
endary St. John’s star Chris Mullins took 
questions from the media on his first day as 
the new basketball coach there.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Continued on Page 56

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
ALBANY – Lauren “Boo-

gie” Brozoski couldn’t have 
scripted a better end to her 
career.

The Long Island Lutheran 
girls’ basketball star and Cam-
bria Heights resident finished 
as a four-time state Federation 
champion, the New York State 
Gatorade Player of the Year 
and New York State Miss Bas-
ketball. 

The final image of the 
5-foot-5 guard in a Crusaders 
uniform will be in a slight 
crouch with her teammates 
getting ready to rush the court 
to celebrate the school’s second 
straight Class AA Federation 
title. It makes them the first 
team to repeat since Murry 
Bergtraum in 2008 and 2007.

“Perfect,” the Michigan-
bound Brozoski said. “The 
definition of perfect, it was 
just amazing. I couldn’t ask for 
anything better.”

She scored 30 points 
against Ossining in the Feder-
ation semifinals and 24 to help 
beat Christ the King 66-52 in 
the title game. Brozoski, who 
has played at LuHi since the 
eighth grade, also reached the 
2,000-point mark of her career 
in the win over the Royals. 

CK coach Bob Mackey, who 
saw Brozoski drop 30 points on 
his team in the regular season, 
knew he had the task of trying 
to stop a special player. She 
gets into the lane for her team-
mates and is a force defensive-
ly also. He said you run out of 
ways of trying to contain her.  

“Lauren is a cut above,” 
Mackey said. “Lauren is ready 
right now for what she is going 

to play next year. She really 
is. She is the best player in the 
state no doubt.”

Her on-court accomplish-
ments, which include Federa-
tion titles in three classifica-
tions, is only a small part of 
what makes Brozoski the 
phenom she is if you ask LuHi 
coach Rich Slater. It is her pas-
sion, toughness, success in the 
classroom and the way she in-

teracts with people that sets 
her apart. 

“She shakes everybody’s 
hand, she says hello, she’s 
humble,” said Slater, who has 
known her since she was in 
the fifth grade. “She’s respect-
ful. That’s the stuff that’s a 
once in a lifetime thing.”

He talked about how she be-
came a different player when 
she wasn’t selected to the Mc-

Donald’s All-American team, 
an honor she felt she more 
than deserved. It is quite pos-
sibly the only thing missing 
from her resumé. The next day 
in practice, Brozoski raised 
her intensity and focus anoth-
er few notches. She actually 
became more relaxed on the 
floor by doing so. 

“When I know that I should 
be on something and I kind of 
feel like I get snubbed, I take it 
personal,” Brozoski said. “I’m 
easily motivated. When they 
hurt me, I take them to anoth-
er level.”

She knows she will need 
to do that again as she heads 
to Michigan. The Wolverines 
and coach Kim Barnes Arico 
will be looking to get back to 
the NCAA tournament after 
falling in the WNIT semifi-
nals this year. 

Brozoski is looking for-
ward to and understands the 
challenge ahead and the need 
to get stronger. Looking ahead 
is easy. Looking back on what 
she did and the place and peo-
ple she leaves behind after five 
years will be harder. 

“I grew up in the school,” 
Brozoski said. “It’s going to be 
very tough. I’m going to miss 
it.” 

Lauren "Boogie" Brozoski, from Cambria Heights, celebrates LuHi's second straight state Federation Class AA 
title. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Cambria Hts.’ Brozoski earns new crown
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SALE ENDS 
SUNDAY

AT 5PM!

www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

855-782-1680
EAST HILLS CHEVY DOUGLASTON 
240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362

GET OUT OF YOUR GM LEASE EARLY.***

2015 CHEVROLET
CRUZE LS

Stk# S0349, Reference #16301, Auto, 
1.4L Turbo, Bluetooth, Traction Control, 
Stabilitrak, PW/PL/PM, 38 MPG HWY

MSRP $19,695

LEASE
FOR$59PER

MO.
24 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$19,995 LEASE

FOR$89PER
MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$15,795

LEASE
FOR $99 PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$18,995 LEASE

FOR$119PER
MO.
24 MOS.

SALE
PRICE $26,995

2015 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX LS 

Stk# S0585, Reference #16303, 
Auto, 2.4L V4, 4G LTE, WiFi, Bluetooth, 
PW/PL/PM, Remote Keyless, Cruise, 

Traction Control, Stabilitrak, 
MSRP $25,530

2015 CHEVROLET
MALIBU LS 

Stk# S0068, Reference #16302, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, PW/PL/PM, 
Remote Keyless, Cruise, ABS, Stabilitrak, 

Bluetooth, MSRP $23,440

LEASE
FOR$189PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$23,995

2015 CHEVROLET
CAMARO LS 

Stk# S0409, Reference #16307, Auto, 
3.6L V6, OnStar, Paddle Shifters, AM/FM, 

Alloy Wheels, Bluetooth, MSRP $26,760

LEASE
FOR$179PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE $22,799

2015 CHEVROLET
IMPALA LS 

Stk# S0299, Reference #16306, Auto, 
2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, PW/PL/PM, Rear 

Park Assist, Cruise, ABS, Stabilitrak, 
Bluetooth, MSRP $28,455

LEASE
FOR$669PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE $59,795

2015 CHEVROLET
SUBURBAN LT 4X4

Stk SKNM00, Reference #16309, Auto, 
5.3L V8, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, 20” 

Wheels, DVD, MSRP $62,920

LEASE
FOR$179 PER MO.

39 MOS.

2015 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500 
DOUBLE CAB 4X4 

Stk# S0301, Reference #16310, Auto, 
4.3L V6, W/T, PW/PL/PM, Rear Camera, 

Remote Keyless, MSRP $37,200

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE AWD LS 
Stk# S0507S, Reference #16304, Auto, 

3.6L V6, Power Drivers Seat, Remote 
Keyless, Traction Control, Stabilitrak, 

Bluetooth, MSRP $33,695

LEASE
FOR$499PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE $47,995

2015 CHEVROLET
TAHOE LS 4X4

Stk# N15882, Reference #16308, 
Auto, 5.3L V8, 20” Wheels, Cloth front 

Bench Seat, Rear Park Assist, Bluetooth, 
Power Seats, Remote Start, Rear Camera, 

MSRP $51,370

2014 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500 

REG CAB 4X4
Stk# R0542, Auto, 5.3L V8, W/T, Trailer 
Equipment Pkg, Snow Plow Prep pkg

MSRP $36,225

Must present ad to receive advertised specials. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All leases subject to primary lenders approval. Must qualify for Tier 1 credit approval. Must finance 80% thru dealer. All leases are 10k miles per year. 
Customer responsible for wear and tear at 25 Cents additional per mile. **Diesel and synthetic oil additional. ***Must be in GM Master Manifest list to qualify. Not all buyers will qualify. All pricing includes competitive lease (non GM‘99 or newer) or GM 
loyalty rebate. Silverado must trade a ‘99 or newer vehicle and must have a’99 or newer Silverado in household. All leases require $1995 down (Traverse, Impala, Malibu, Tahoe & Suburban $2995 down) $595 bank fee, plus tax, tags, dmv and dealer 

fees. Due at Signing (excludes tax, tags & fees)= Cruze $2679, Equinox $2649, Malibu $3689, Impala $3769, 2015 Silverado $2769, Traverse $3709, Tahoe $4089, Camaro $2779, Suburban $4259. All rebates/incentives assigned to dealer. Pictures 
for illustrative purposes only. Not valid on prior deals. No two offers can be combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for complete details. Douglaston dmv# 7105766, dca# 1279637. Ad expires 5 days after publication. 

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

Auto Rewards Earnings 
Program 
Up To $5,000 Vehicle Discount - For 
You, Friends or Family.

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want.**

Members-Only Parts & 
Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

FREE NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

FREE Service Loaner 
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

FREE Drop-Off Valet 
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

FREE Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

FREE Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

FREE Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

FREE Gift Certificate 
Rewards 
Your Achievements Unlock Gifts.

FREE Lost Key Return 
Service 
Keeping You Worry-Free & Hassle-Free.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH PURCHASE:

And Much More!

EXCLUSIVE

SALE
PRICE$27,995
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. Margaret’s and East 

Coast Professional Wrestling 
are hoping to make a formi-
dable tag team while trying 
to raise money for the Middle 
Village grammar school.

The New Jersey-based 
wrestling promotion organi-
zation will put on a show in 
St. Margaret’s Parish Center 
starting 7:30 p.m. Friday night 
with food sales and a portion 
of the ticket money going to 
the school. It is something 
ECPW starting doing in 2006 
and this is the first time it will 
wrestle for a Catholic school in 
Queens. With schools closing 
around the city in recent years 
any help is important. 

“It’s kind of a very unortho-
dox pair, the Catholic Church 
and professional wrestling,” 
said wrestler Tony Biella, who 
will take part in the six-man 
tag main event.  “It doesn’t 
seem like it jives. It does and it 
does very well.”

The organization also 
uses wrestling at schools as 
a chance to reach out to its 
kids. It traditionally sends 
wrestlers to the school prior 

to the event to promote it, to 
remind them this isn’t some-
thing they should try at home 
and to speak on the impor-
tance of getting an education. 

They also talk to the older kids 
about the dangers of perfor-
mance enhancing drugs.  

ECPW owner Gino Caruso 
stressed that fans who come 

out should not expect the 
“sports entertainment” you 
see on television with WWE or 
Impact Wresting. ECPW puts 
on a family friendly show that 

is modeled after professional 
wrestling in the 1980s. There 
is no profanity, no bleeding or 
excessive violence. 

“If you really need that 
then you don’t know what pro-
fessional wrestling is about,” 
Caruso said. 

Fans will see good vs. evil 
storylines and plenty of color-
ful characters. Former WWE 
superstars Hacksaw Jim Dug-
gan and Greg the Hammer 
Valentine will also compete 
on the card.  Tickets are $20.

Events like these hit home 
for Biella, a New York City 
Police officer and tag team 
partner Ben Bongiorno, who 
owns boxing gyms. The pair 
grew up in Brooklyn and went 
to Catholic grammar school, 
high school and college. 

“We provide a vehicle for 
these schools to fund-raise in 
a very unconventional way,” 
Biella said. “There is only so 
much a kid is going to do to 
enjoy a bake sale. A plant sale, 
what are you going to do, a 
card night? This is something 
that the kids can wrap their 
arms around.”

Save on discount rail and show packages with LIRR and Metro-North at mta.info

NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com

RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

For securi ty  purposes,  no backpacks al lowed,  random securi ty  and bag checks. 

An act iv i ty  of  the Greater  New York Automobi le  Dealers Associat ion.

Buy Tickets Online or At The Door
Tickets are just $16, children $7

JAVITS CENTER  |   AUTOSHOWNY.COM

APRIL 3 THROUGH APRIL 12
MON-SAT 10AM-10PM   SUN 10AM-7PM

East Coast Professional Wrestling will put on a show to benifit St. Margaret’s school in Middle Village Friday 
night.  Photo courtesy East Coast Professional Wrestling 

Middle Village school teams up with wrestlers
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Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 68

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.
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rules that no longer require 
a change of address from a 
student-athlete coming from a 
New York City public school.

“I think that we will be a 
good team with her,” Arbitello-
Pinnock said. “She is a nice ad-
dition, a really nice kid. Some-
thing that wasn’t expected, but 
definitely something that we 
can use.”

Patterson insisted that 
Medgar Evers’ lack of success 
during his daughter’s two sea-
sons there was not a factor. The 

Cougars went 8-23 in league 
play and did not win a playoff 
game. Patterson averaged 16.5 
points and 6.9 rebounds. Med-
gar Evers coach Mike Toro de-
clined comment. 

“We don’t chase winning 
situations,” Patterson said.  
“We never have chased win-
ning situations and being at 
Medgar Evers the last couple 
of years proves that.”  

His daughter joins a Mary 
Louis team on the cusp of be-
ing a real contender for a dioc-
esan title. The Hilltoppers lost 
to champions Christ the King 
61-59 in the semifinals and lose 
just one starter in wing Kadi-

jah Dickson. 
The Hilltoppers feature 

one of the city’s best guards in 
Jasmine Brunson. Arbitello-
Pinnock declined to comment 
when asked if the addition was 
something that had been in the 
works, but was excited to hear 
Patterson would be joining her 
roster.

“It helps fill the void,” she 
said.  

Patterson said his daugh-
ter is excited for the opportu-
nity ahead of her. She thanked 
her former school on Twitter 
shortly after the news of her 
departure broke. 

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards

To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

HONOREES
Terri Adams
Al Barreto

Marissa Bernowitz
Adrian Bordoni

Barbara E. Brown
Dominick Bruccoleri

Susan Brustmann
Ouida Duncan

Tyra Emerson
Aline Euler
Steven Hitt
Ed Horn

Alisha Johnson
Ellen Kodadek

Carol Lacks
Jacques Leandre

Rob MacKay

Jason & Joy Marr
Ann O’Connor

Dr. Jill Rabin
Frank “Turtle” 

Raffaele

Bob Reid
David Rosasco

Frances Scarantino
Dr. Charles Schleien

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

  

Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday, 
May 14th 
6pm-10pm

Join us at the 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

Guest Speaker Lidia Bastianich

Continued from Page 51 
Patterson

MVP of the McDonald’s All-
American game. 

“We don’t want to have 
the kids leave the city,” new 
St. John assistant coach Matt 
Abdelmassih said. “We want 
the kids to leave New Jer-
sey. We want them to come 
to St. John’s. We want the 
kids to come to the Big East 
powerhouse we know that we 
should be.”

Everyone in the St. John’s 
community appears united 
in that goal for the first time 

in more than a decade. Car-
nesecca symbolically passed 
the torch by giving Mullin 
a card with advice Joe Lap-
chick gave to him. If Mullin 
runs with it, everyone else 
will follow.

“I believe great things will 
happen from here on out,” 
Berry said. “Trust me.” 

Blockshots
Continued from Page 52 

For more hyper-local
 news on your computer, 

smartphone, or iPad, 
visit TimesLedger.com.
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The Foundry staff put 
Richardson in touch with 
their favorite vendors and in 
short order she had lined up a 
caterer, DJ, photographer and 
celebrant. Others followed for 
the invitations, cake flowers, 
rings, shoes, and tuxedos, all 
from local businesses which 
were eager to lend a hand.

“We could use a beverage 
sponsor,” Richardson said. 
“That’s the final piece of the 

puzzle.”
She added that she can’t 

wait to see the expression on 
her childhood friend’s face in 
two week’s time. 

“Gwen has been literally 
fighting for her life every 
day for years ––– just to be 
able to wake up the next day 
to live, love and laugh.” Rich-
ardson said. “We will be for-
ever grateful to the countless 
people who helped make her 
wish come true, and enabled 
us to give this day to her, to 
her husband, and to their 
families.”

plications for money, officials 
say. Unauthorized immigra-
tion consultants can create de-
lays in the application process, 
cost applicants unnecessary 
fees and possibly even lead to 
deportation  proceedings.

“Together we are sending 
a powerful message that New 
York has zero tolerance for 
anyone who seeks to prey on 
immigrants and their fami-

lies,” Schneiderman said. “As 
the president’s action goes into 
effect, New York is taking the 
lead to root out fraud against 
those looking for a better life. 
Through this strategic part-
nership, we will hold account-
able those who take advantage 
of vulnerable immigrants and 
help make the goals of the 
president’s action a reality for 
thousands of New Yorkers.

Meanwhile, de Blasio and 
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Gar-
cetti announced an expanded 
coalition will take legal action 

in support of immigration re-
forms. More than 70 cities and 
counties have joined to file a 
new friend-of-the-court brief 
in the Fifth Circuit Court 
of Appeals in the Texas vs. 
United States lawsuit, urging 
immediate implementation of 
President Obama’s executive 
action on immigration.  The 
order will provide temporary 
relief from deportation to im-
migrants with longstanding 
ties to the United States who 
pass a background check and 
meet other criteria.

completing two tours of duty 
in Afghanistan as a Marine. 
But after a few weeks he fell 
40 feet to the ground. His spine 
shattered and the back of his 
skull ripped open, exposing 
his brain. 

“The doctors told me that I 
survived because my body was 
in really top shape, having just 
been in the Marines,” Jamind-
ar, 36, said. “They told me that 
I would never walk again and I 
would spend the rest of my life 
in jail.” 

Jamindar works out vigor-
ously with Sylvain because if 
he stops training for too long 
his body quickly degener-
ates, sending him back to the 

wheelchair. As he gets older 
his body is weakening and he 
is not sure how much longer 
he will be able to walk. Even 
though Jamindar has a bet-
ter physique than most people, 
the act of walking is difficult 
and he has a limp.

“It takes everything in me 
just to get from point A to point 
B,” he said. 

Sylvain also trains people 
for bodybuilding competitions 
and was himself a muscle-
packed competitor throughout 
the years. As he continues to 
expand the business, Sylvain 
hopes to use the gym as a 
jumping off point for his other 
products like the travel-sized 
abs workout, called the Ab-
ster, and a health snack that 
he makes himself. 

Sylvain’s members are all 

given unique diets and eating 
advice based on their own bod-
ies and metabolism.

“I know their bodies better 
then they know themselves,” 
Sylvain said. The diets em-
phasize nutrition and muscle 
building over weight loss be-
cause, Sylvain said, concen-
trating on just losing weight 
can be dangerous and un-
healthy.

 Sylvain’s own success as a 
body builder and track record 
of training others to compete 
in shows have attracted many 
aspiring competitors. And his 
therapeutic work with Jamin-
dar has also made him sought 
out by people with similar 
problems. Aside from Jamin-
dar, there are three other 
members who have turned to 
Sylvain for physical therapy. 

edly expressed their support 
for violent jihad against their 
enemies and possessed pro-
pane gas tanks with instruc-
tions from an online jihadist  
publication for transforming 
them into explosive devices, 
according to the complaint 
filed by the U.S. attorney for 
the Eastern District.

Bilal, who was stunned 
and in complete disbelief at 
the allegations, described Sid-
diqui, Velentzas and her hus-
band Abu Bakr as “devoted to 
the religion, deeply rooted in 
family values, and accessible 
to the community.” 

Bakr, who has a home im-
provement business, accord-
ing to the imam, helped the 
community with small home 
improvement projects. 

“I met all three of them, 
Velentzas, her husband and 
Siddiqui, together at the 
mosque about five years 
ago,” said Bilal, who recently 
retired from the city Depart-
ment of Corrections as an 
imam.

Velentzas, who has a 
5-year old biological daugh-
ter and 11-year old adopted 
daughter, stood out from the 
trio.  She was outspoken, but 
simultaneously “Islamically 
courteous, polite and cer-
tainly had her opinion like 
anyone else has their opinion 
about what has been going 
on in the world, but as far 
as I am concerned, all three 
of them were decent people,” 
Bilal said. 

Siddiqui and Velentzas 
had been friends before they 
came to Bilal’s mosque, and 
Siddiqui was living with 
Velentzas and her family The 
imam described Siddiqui’s 
circumstances as “destitute” 
and when she needed help, 
Velentzas and her family had 
taken her in, which can be al-
lowed in Islam, according to 

the imam.
All three played active 

roles in the mosque, such as 
participating in the Muslim 
Day Parade held in Manhat-
tan every year. 

Since the arrests, Abu 
Bakr and his daughters have 
not been able to meet with 
Velentzas, Bilal said. Mean-
while Siddiqui, a part-time 
tutor at the 82nd Street Aca-
demics in Jackson Heights, 
was dismissed after the ar-
rest, according to a Facebook 
post by the tutoring facility. 

According to the criminal 
complaint, Siddiqui graduat-
ed from CUNY’s York College 
in Jamaica, but Timesledger 
discovered that Siddiqui nev-
er earned a degree from the 
four-year school. 

Based on records obtained 
by the Timesledger, Siddiqui 
started at the university in 
2006 and took classes sporad-
ically until 2011. She never 
declared a major, had a cu-
mulative GPA of 2.1 and had 
acquired 125 credits. Most of 
her classes were in liberal 
arts and her last class was 
in 2011. She did register for 
a chemistry class, but with-
drew from the class, accord-
ing to CUNY sources,  

During her time in and 
out of York College, Siddiqui 
allegedly communicated on-
line and wrote letters and po-
ems to members of terrorist 
groups or those involved with 
terrorist attacks on Ameri-
can soil, the complaint said. 

Neighbors said both wom-
en, who lived on the second 
floor of a two-family house 
on Inwood Street with Bakr, 
mostly kept to themselves 
and attended Bilal’s mosque 
nearby.  The area is home to 
hardworking middle-class 
families but has been trou-
bled by violent crime.

Their next court date is 
scheduled for May 4 and if 
convicted, both women face 
a maximum sentence of life 
imprisonment.

from the airports. There is still 
an effort to be made in getting 
the group fully organized.

When 36 members met at 
CUNY York College Tuesday 
to get the ball rolling, the 
meeting adjourned with at 
least some newly appointed 
leaders. Next time they meet, 
they will have to start estab-
lishing some bylaws.

After much deliberation, 
they decided the committee 
would be led by to co-chairs 
and two vice chairs: two rep-
resenting groups near La-
Guardia and two representing 
groups near JFK.

Voting members elected by 
a voice vote Eastern Queens 
Alliance Chairwoman Bar-
bara Brown to represent the 
JFK committee and Queens 
Quiet Skies President Janet 
McEneaney to represent the 
LaGuardia committee. Both 
are co-chairs.

Warren Schreiber, a vice 
chairman for Community 
Board 7, was elected as vice 

chair from the LaGuardia 
area. Richard Hellenbrecht, a 
contractor representing Delta 
Airlines at the roundtable, 
was elected as vice chair from 
the JFK area. 

Out of the 64 members of 
the roundtable, representing 
government officials, com-
munity boards, chambers of 
commerce, industry boards 
and committees from around 
Queens and a few from Nas-
sau County, Brooklyn and the 
Bronx, only about three dozen 
were present Tuesday.

They were each handed 
nomination ballots as they 
walked in the door of the 
room, asking them to select 
one chair, one vice chair and a 
secretary, but the meeting did 
not play out so neatly. 

Members were only al-
lowed to nominate those who 
were present.

Then state Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) chimed in, ul-
timately limiting the nomina-
tion pool by half.

“I don’t think it’s appro-
priate for elected officials to 
be nominated for these posi-
tions,” he said. 

Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-

Ozone Park) seconded Avella’s 
statement by saying he would 
not accept any nominations 
for chair or vice chair and af-
ter much chaotic discourse, 
members finally agreed.

Still, people were upset 
there would only be one com-
mittee rather than two to rep-
resent each airport, hinting at 
the need for equal representa-
tion. But doubling the execu-
tive seats for the committee 
created more frustration at 
first.

Members from Nassau 
were upset they did not have 
the representation they want-
ed at the roundtable. 

Hempstead Executive As-
sistant of Intergovernmental 
Relations Kendall Lampkin 
originally cast his own nomi-
nation into the ring for chair, 
but got placed down to a nomi-
nation for secretary in the 
configuration process. 

But when McEneany and 
Brown took charge of the 
meeting after being voted in, 
they assured that everyone 
would have an equal vote at 
the roundtable and that the 
secretary would still be very 
involved. 

FLIP
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Airport
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Imam
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We have created the ultimate venue 
for the most special of celebrations!

We will assist you every step of the way to create the  
grandest affair, accommodating 100 to 900 guests with the 
utmost personal touch. Woodhaven Manor will help create 

a memorable day that you and your guests will treasure for a 
lifetime. You are invited for a personal tour to view the timeless 
elegance and experience for yourself the beauty and grandeur 

of Woodhaven Manor.

This elegant banquet hall is one of the largest in 

Unsurpassed service in the most elegant surroundings, 

WOODHAVEN MANOR
Caterers & Banquet

FREE CAKE  
worth $500  


