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Community Board 7 turned 
down an application for a 
mosque to be built on Parsons 
Boulevard and disapproved 
another by a manufacturer 
seeking to expand its facility 
in College Point.

The board unanimously de-
nied an application by not-for-
profit Masjid-e-Noor to build a 
mosque at 46-05 Parsons Blvd. 
on the grounds that it did not 
fit the character of the neigh-
borhood amid concerns about 
the building’s architectural 
integrity. The board tabled a 
vote on the proposal in Janu-
ary. 

The issue is more than just 
the application not matching 
the character of the neighbor-
hood, according to Chuck Ape-
lian, CB 7’s first vice chair-
man. 

Apelian said that more con-
gregants would be attending 
the mosque than the group an-
ticipates. 

“There is great doubt and 
concern about the integrity of 
the presentation and the need 
of their program spaces for 
this site,”  Apelian said. 

Concerns included the 
group’s request for bulk waiv-

BY TOM MOMBERG

 The Bayside Village Busi-
ness Improvement District 
carried out a public parking 
study in Bayside over the last 
several weeks, culminating 
Tuesday with a public meeting 
to include community input in 
that study.

 The public’s consensus was 
that the data collected from 
pay meters, public parking 
and the residential areas sur-
rounding the Long Island Rail 
Road station only confirmed 
their already firm beliefs that 
parking availability is severe-
ly scarce.

 The study was conducted 
by Vanasse Hangen Brustlin 
Inc, or VHB, with $20,000 in 
city grant funds allocated by 
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside). It combined three 
data components: on-street 
pay meter parking on Bell 
Boulevard and its immediate 
cross streets, residential-area 
street parking that fills up in 
the morning from LIRR com-
muters and long-term and 
short-term use of the city De-
partment of Transportation 
municipal lot on 41st Avenue.

 By a parking consultant’s 
standards, a parking utiliza-
tion rate of 85 percent to 90 
percent is considered full and 
in desperate need of reconfig-
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Google “America’s Worst 
Mom” and you’ll quickly learn 
that Lenore Skenazy (pictured) 
once let her 9-year-old son ride 
the subway alone.

The columnist and reality 
show host got that title after 
writing about her boy’s re-
markable experience safely 

getting from point A to point B 
without an adult by his side. 

But not everyone thought 
this was a good idea, and in re-
sponse to the media blowback, 
she founded the book blog and 
movement, “Free-Range Kids.” 
Her feisty belief that our kids 
are safer and smarter than our 

culture gives them credit for 
has landed her on talk shows 
including “Dr. Phil” and “The 
View.” 

She has lectured inter-
nationally, from Microsoft’s 
headquarters to the Sydney 
Opera House, and she’s also 

Continued on Page 7LENORE SKENAZY

Four soldiers stationed at Ft. Totten in Bayside came to the rescue of a motorist who, after colliding 
with another vehicle on the Cross Island Expressway Sunday, flipped over the guard rail and onto the 
path where (l to r)  Jaoquin Aguilera, Jody Card, Rafael Alvarez and Michael Hercules were jogging. 
Surprisingly, injuries were said to be minor for the two passengers. 

Photos by Ellis Kaplan

CB7 denies 
proposal 

for mosque 

Starting this week: Lenore Skenazy

Parking study tracks trends
Bayside Village BID collects peak time data to revitalize Bell Boulevard

LOOK WHO CAME TO THE RESCUE
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The Floral Park home 
where an elderly couple, a ten-
ant and a friend died last week 
after a car was left running in 
the garage did not have carbon 
monoxide detectors, Fire De-
partment officials said. 

Jerry and Marie Hugel, in 
their 80s; their tenant Gloria 
Greco, 70, who lived on the 
second floor; and  Walter Von 
Thadden, 76, a friend from 
Whitestone, were found dead 
by the Hugel’s son, NYPD Ser-
geant Robert Hugel, in differ-
ent parts of their home around 
3 p.m. last Friday, neighbors 
said.

Earlier in the day, the ser-
geant could not get in touch 
with his parents and rushed to 
their home on 260-08 86 Ave., 
according to neighbors. 

When FDNY units arrived 
at the scene, their carbon mon-
oxide meters activated, fire au-
thorities said.

Firefighters then used 
their full-face masks and be-
gan to search the house, where 
they found Marie Hugel in the 
kitchen, Jerry Hugel in the ga-
rage, Greco and Von Thadden 
near the second floor of the 
home, police and fire officals 
said.  All were unconscious 
and unresponsive with no 
signs of trauma. 

Emergency responders de-
clared the four victims dead 
at the scene, according to the 
police.  

Firefighters then began to 
work with the NYPD to secure 
and preserve the scene in case 
a possible crime had been com-
mitted, the FDNY  said. 

Police and fire officials lat-
er determined the deaths to be 
an accident.

  The Fire Department con-
firmed that after the home was 
cleared no carbon minoxide 
detectors were found. 

“Carbon monoxide detec-

tors save lives. Carbon mon-
oxide is undetectable to the 
human senses. CO is odorless 
and its exposure can render 
a person unconscious before 
they knew what hit them,” 
said Jim Long, the spokesman 
for the Fire Department of 
New York. 

The medical examiner’s 
office said it has not yet de-
termined the official cause of 
death in the fatal accident.

Jerry Hugel, a beer sales-
man, and Marie Hugel were 
married for 60 years. had 
five children and had lived 
in neighborhood for over 30 
years, according to neighbors, 
who were still in complete dis-
belief over the incident. 

“I heard the sirens and then 
you could see the police. They 
were here quickly,” said Mike 
Gratzer, 50, who lives down the 
street from the Hugels. “Our 
family has known them many, 
many years. It is just the sad-
dest thing.” 

The Hugels, proud of their 
German roots, were a part of 
the Schlierachtaler Stamm, 
a traditional Bavarian dance 
club located near Franklin 
Square in Nassau County, said 

neighbors. 
“They used to come out 

dressed in their cute outfits,” 
Gratzer said. “Just the sweet-
est people. You would never 
think in a million years that 
this would happen.” 

The Facebook page of the 
Bavarian dance club showed 
the couple taking part in 
dances and dressed up in tra-
ditional Bavarian dress and 
lederhosen. According to the 
dance club’s website, Jerry 
Hugel was president of the 
club until 2013.

Their son, Robert, 57, is a 
member of the NYPD’s Techni-
cal Assistance Response Unit. 

According to their obitu-
ary in Newsday, the Hugels 
left behind five children and 
12 grandchildren. The Hugel 
family has asked that contri-
butions in memory of Marie 
and Jerry Hugel may be made 
to the Amanda Hansen Foun-
dation to advance education 
and awareness of the danger of 
carbon monoxide poisoning. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

BY MADINA TOURE

The NYPD launched its 
brand-new social media cam-
paign at the 109th Precinct’s 
monthly council meeting at 
the Police Academy in Col-
lege Point last week.

Nearly 200 people packed 
into the auditorium of the po-
lice academy on College Point 
Boulevard and 28th Avenue 
for the council’s monthly 
meeting, the first precinct 
council meeting to be held at 
the academy, as representa-
tives from the NYPD and the 
109th Precinct announced 
 the new program.

The NYPD is piloting the 
program in the 109th Pre-
cinct, whose coverage area 
is Auburndale, Bay Terrace, 
Beechhurst, College Point, 
downtown Flushing, East 
Flushing, Fort Totten, Kis-
sena Park, Linden Hill, Mal-
ba, Murray Hill, Queensboro 
Hill and Whitestone.

The goal of the program 
is to determine quality of 
life issues such as graffiti, 
speeding, excessive noise, 
double-parked cars and truck 
traffic.

Capt. Thomas Conforti 
said they are aiming for 
an “intimate, unique blog 
group.” 

“We’re not trying to  ex-

clude people, but we’re trying 
to include the right people,” 
Conforti said. 

Zach Tumin, the NYPD’s 
deputy commissioner for 
strategic initiatives, said the 
program is an experiment 
that will require community 
input. 

“We will be watching this 
closely and with great inter-
est,” Tumin said. 

The website officially 
launched the night of April 
8. Residents can visit www.
nypd.ideascale.com and reg-
ister. 

The current question on 
the website asks residents 
what disorderly conditions in 
their neighborhood trouble 
them the most and would im-
prove quality of life in their 
neighborhood if they were 
addressed. Residents can 
comment and submit sugges-
tions. 

The question will be up 
for two weeks, after which 
the precinct will pursue an-
other question. The question 
may be up longer if feedback 
is very good or to give people 
more time to register, for ex-
ample.

The precinct has been 
promoting the new program 
through social media and fli-
ers at events and eventually 

Residents in the 109th Precinct can now post their quali-
ty of life concerns on a website powered by IdeaScale.  

Photo by Madina Toure

Police, firefighters and emergency medical units found an eldery cou-
ple, a tenant and a friend dead in this home. Carbon monoxide is the 
suspected cause. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Social media program 
starts up in 109th Pct.  

No (C0) home alarm
Floral Park couple, friends died without warning: FD 

Continued on Page 29
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The Williamsburgh Yacht Club cel-
ebrated its 150th anniversary Satur-
day in College Point with new and old 
members, the naval youth cadets and 
community leaders. 

The club was founded in 1865, of-
ficially incorporated in 1871 and had 
some of its members and boats serve 
during the Civil War, Spanish-Ameri-
can War,   both World Wars, the Korean 
War and Vietnam War. 

“We also played a major role in the 
1939 World Fair’s and we want to bring 
that energy back,” said Elaine Bauer, 
a third generation member and histo-
rian for the club. “Boating is in a bit of 
downsizing - it can be expensive and 
the downturn of the economy did not 
help.”

During the ceremony, members 
raised the American flag on the pier 
and shot a 1925 naval cannon during 
the national anthem. The event also 
featured the swearing-in of members 
and a proclamation presentation by 
state Sen.Tony Avella (D-Bayside) as 
well as dinner and an open bar. 

The yacht club’s original location 
was destroyed during a hurricane and 

the club bought the property on 29th 
Avenue from the Flushing Boat Club 
for a mere $2,000 in 1939. Decades later 
the 29th Avenue location caught fire in 
1988, forcing the club to move again. 
The club returned in 1991.

“It means we are survivors,” said 
Bauer.  Never far from its original 

base,  the yacht club during its history 
has remained a staple on the Queens 
shoreline overlooking Flushing Bay 
and the East River. 

Bauer, herself, is part of the history 
of the yacht club when she accidental-
ly became first female member of the 
club.

“We had a wooden boat and my 
brother, a member, needed me to take 
care of it,” said Bauer, whose father 
was also a member. “The club said,  
‘Well ,if you want to give her the key, 
make her a member’ and he cut the 
check right there. They were left with 
their mouths hanging and that is how I 
became a member.”

The club mostly has members with 
power boats who are interested in par-
ticipating in regattas, a  series of boat 
races.

“It isn’t that often that you get to 
celebrate the 150th celebration of any 
organization, and this is really a tre-
mendous achievement,” said Avella 
during his presentation of the special 
proclamation from the Senate .

The Williamsburgh Yacht Club is 
also a member of the following orga-
nizations: Long Island Sound Commo-
dore’s Association, Yachting Club of 
America, Joint Community Council of 
College Point, New York Coastal Fish-
ermen’s Association Inc., National Au-
dobon Society.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

The Color Guard stands during the presentation of a special proclamation for the 150th an-
niversary of the Williamsburgh Yacht Club in College Point.  Photo by Sadef Kully

College Point yacht club marks 150 years
 Third-generation member became fi rst woman to join after the family boat needed care
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BY TOM MOMBERG

 The Bayside Historical 
Society is breaking in the 
new season with its very first 
Community-Supported Ag-
riculture program, to bring 
fresh organic produce to at 
least 50 families in the Bay-
side area.

 CSAs, as they are called, 
are a partnership between 
a community and a farmer. 
Each individual or family 
that enrolls in the program 
buys a share in the CSA for 
an entire season. 

 Then, during an assigned 
day and time, shareholders 
can make weekly pickups of 
several pounds of fresh pro-
duce at the Fort Totten castle, 
averaging out to about $30 a 
week.

The society was initially 
looking for at least 50 share-
holders by April 15, but there 

are still plenty of shares 
left. BHS trustee Fran-
nie Budynek said it is a big 
commitment, because each 
shareholder has to pay for 
the season up front, so there 
has been a little uncertainty 
among those who have been 
interested.

 CSA will likely run its 
program from the first week 
of June through Thanks-
giving for about 26 pickups 
and $780 in total. That exact 
price is still yet to be deter-
mined, said Budynek, but the 
farmer’s price goes directly 
toward the costs associated 
with buying the seeds and 
setting up a plot for the CSA.

 “We haven’t been matched 
with a farmer yet, but we are 
very close,” she said. “So 
we’ll have a meeting with the 
farmer to make a good match.  
Then we’ll know exactly the 

BY MADINA TOURE
 
The Hindu community is 

putting pressure on the city 
to recognize three Hindu holi-
days on the public school cal-
endar. 

Lawmakers and communi-
ty leaders held a news confer-
ence on the steps of City Hall 
last week to call on the city De-
partment of Education to des-
ignate Diwali, Janmashtami 
and Dussehra, three Hindu re-
ligious holidays, on the city’s 
school calendar. 

Diwali, the festival of 
lights celebrated by Hindus 
every year, will occur Nov. 11, 
which is also Veterans Day. 
Janmashtami, the celebration 
of the birth of Hindu deity 
Krishna, will be held Sept. 5. 
And Dussehra, the celebration 
of the victory of good over evil, 
is Oct. 22. 

The City Council’s educa-
tion committee said Diwali 
adherents could receive a reli-
gious waiver, but the commu-
nity prefers an official holiday, 
said Pradip Das, coordinator 
of the campaign, known as the 
New York City School Hindu 
Holiday Campaign. 

“We want more school 

days, but we don’t want to keep 
our children home when the 
school is open,” said Das, who 
is also director of the Jamaica 
chapter of the American Hin-
du Council.

There are about 207,414 city 
residents who identify them-
selves as Asian Indian, accord-
ing to the 2010 U.S. Census. 

Starting in the 2015-2016 
school year, schools will close 
Sept. 24 for the Muslim holiday 
of Eid al-Adha. Eid al-Fitr will 
be during the summer next 
year and will be a designated 
summer school holiday.

“It gives a good message 
that this is a multicultural, 
multi-ethnic society and other 
children will know that there 
are other festivals, other 
faiths observed,” said Dr. Uma 
Mysoreka, president of the 
Hindu Temple Society of North 

BY BILL PARRY

When Hillary Clinton made 
her candidacy official Sunday 
by video, New York’s Demo-
cratic leaders raced to offer 
their endorsements. Except for 
Mayor Bill de Blasio. 

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) was so anxious to 
endorse her friend, she held a 
“Ready for Hillary” rally the 
day before the announcement. 

“I’ve known Hillary for 
more than 20 years, and I 
worked closely with her when 
she was our senator,” Maloney 
said. “She understands how 
to get things done. She’s tena-
cious and she fights for what 
she believes in. She’s the most 
qualified candidate to run for 
President in my lifetime.”

Maloney’s colleague in 
the House, Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), added his 
endorsement saying, “With 
the promise of the American 
dream hanging in the balance 
this election, we need a leader 
who will create opportunities 
for our middle class, a leader 
who will keep us safe at home 
while maintaining our respect 

abroad, a leader who will reaf-
firm our core democratic val-
ues, and a leader who has the 
experience to get things done. 
That leader is Hillary Clinton, 
and I am proud to officially an-

nounce my full support of her 
candidacy for President of the 
United States.”

Crowley is head of the 
Queens Democratic machine.

U.S. Sens. Charles Schumer 

and Kirsten Gillebrand added 
their endorsements Sunday, 
while Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
praised the candidate, saying, 
“Hillary Clinton has been a 
lifelong champion for middle-

class families, an advocate for 
the underserved, and a fighter 
for civil rights.”

In a marked departure from 
other city Democrats, de Bla-
sio went on national television 
and said, “Like a lot of people 
in this country, I want to see a 
vision. I think she’s one of the 
most qualified people to ever 
run for this office and, by the 
way, thoroughly vetted, but we 
need to see the substance.”

Viewers of the interviewon 
NBC’s “Meet the Press,” were 
surprised and social media 
exploded. Critics accused de 
Blasio of being disloyal after 
he ran her campaign for sena-
tor in New York in 2000 and 
had Bill Clinton swear him in 
as mayor.

One political consultant 
saw things differently. 

“There is plenty of time for 
the mayor to endorse,” George 
Artz, Ed Koch’s chief of staff, 
said. “His endorsement will 
be worth much more later 
on in the campaign than it is 
right now. He is a prized en-
dorsement as a leader of the 
progressive wing of the party. 

The Hindu community held a rally 
to push the city to recognize their 
holidays. Photo courtesy Pradip Das

Congressman Joe Crowley and other Democratic leaders quickly endorse Hillary Clinton's candidacy for presi-
dent.

Hillary makes her candidacy offi cial
Mayor snubs his political benefactor as Queens Democratic leaders rush to endorse 

Hindu community wants   
holidays on school calendar

Fresh farm produce
planned for Bayside

Continued on Page 47
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BY TOM MOMBERG

 Residents from diverse 
Jackson Heights and beyond 
got a chance to have ques-
tions answered on changing 
immigration laws last week 
during an immigration fo-
rum hosted by U.S. Rep. Joe 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights), 
state Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) and 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst).

 Experts, advocates and 
lawyers from various immi-
gration law groups, refugee 
centers, public agencies and 
nonprofit advocacy groups 
formed a panel to address resi-
dents’ concerns.

 Several translators for a di-
verse crowd of about 75 people 
wore headsets to eliminate any 
language barriers between the 
audience and the panel, tuning 
into earphones of individuals 
from at least a dozen different 
ethnicities. 

 The majority of concerns 
were over the enforcement 
of President Barack Obama’s 
executive order, which offers 
temporary legal status to mil-
lions of illegal immigrants 
and indefinite reprieve from 
deportation.

 “The executive order is 
no substitute for legislation 
and changing of statute by 
Congress,” Crowley said in ad-

dressing those concerns. “With 
the absence of that, we are giv-
ing people hope … to be able to 
live as normal lives as possible 
under the circumstances until 
we have the change in statute 
that can be incorporated more 
fully in terms of a pathway to-
ward citizenship.”

 The U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services did not 
begin accepting requests un-
der the expansion of Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals, 
or DACA in February, as ex-
pected, and has suspended the 
implementation of Deferred 
Action for Parents of Ameri-
cans and Lawful Permanent 
References, or DOPA. This 

was due to federal court action 
since Obama’s order that put a 
hold on such policies.

 But these immigration 
policies may have allowed 
some parents of U.S.-born chil-
dren to obtain work permits 
or make them exempt from 
deportation. The resulting 
political limbo had several 
of Queens’ foreign-born resi-
dents wanting answers, which 
neither the panel nor the law-
makers could really address. 
It left many frustrated.

  Other hot points of the 
discussion included what was 
next for the New York State 
Dream Act, which would 

BY MADINA TOURE

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority will re-
open the Whitestone Express-
way’s 3rd Avenue exit ramp in 
May. 

The exit has been closed 
since Jan. 7, 2013 to accom-
modate work crews as part of a 
$109 million MTA Bridges and 
Tunnels project to bring the 
Whitestone Bridge up to cur-
rent standards by widening 
lanes and   safety shoulders for 
the first time.  

“The 3rd Avenue exit is 
expected to reopen before the 
end of May, but completion of 
the remaining work, which 
includes removing a median 
barrier, some drainage work, 
striping and repaving, is very 
dependent on good weather,” 

Judie Glave, an MTA spokes-
woman, said in an email. 

The 42-month-long project, 
was awarded to contractors 
E.E. Crutz, of Manhattan, and 
Tully Construction, of Flush-
ing, in 2011, Glave said. 

The work was nearly identi-
cal to the project on the Bronx 
end of the bridge, which was 
completed by 2012. 

The project consisted of 
reconstructing the bridge’s 
support foundations and sev-
en new double-arch concrete 
piers built to support the road-
way’s wider, 12-foot lanes and 
new safety shoulders and the 
repaving of the 14th Avenue 
exit ramp. 

The project also includes 
a lane-by-lane demolition of 
the existing 1,010 feet of the 
Queens approach roadway and 

the rehabilitation of the road-
way superstructure. 

To reconstruct the ap-
proach roadway, one lane was 
closed 24/7 but a movable bar-
rier allowed for three lanes of 
traffic to be maintained into 
the Bronx during the morning 
and three lanes into Queens in 
the evening. 

The roadway reconstruc-
tion work was done by mid-
December and all six lanes — 
three in each direction — are 
open to traffic. 

And under an agreement 
with the city Department of 
Parks and Recreation, Bridges 
and Tunnels removed the old 
playground under the bridge 
and built a new playground in 
Francis Lewis Park. The old 
basketball courts will also be 

BY MADINA TOURE

Community members 
presented design concepts to 
help visitors to more easily 
navigate Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park as part of a joint 
project between the Queens 
Museum and the city Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation 
last week. 

The four design concepts 
unveiled were artistic en-
trances that reflect surround-
ing communities, ground 
markings to lead people in 
and out of the park with ease, 
a sensory space for children 
that would function as a play 
area targeting all five senses 
for under-used open space 
and buildings in the park and 
an information point with 
World’s Fair flavor. 

The concepts are part of 
a project that the nonprofit 
Design Trust for Public 
Space, in conjunction with 
the Queens Museum and the 
Parks Department, is work-
ing on to strengthen the ac-
cess, circulation and connec-
tivity of the park. 

“We’re proud to be able 
to help Queens residents 
shape the future of Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park,” 
Susan Chin, Design Trust’s 
executive director, said in a 
statement. “This exhibition 
is only the beginning of a 
true collaboration between 
community members and the 
city agencies to maximize 
the community use of this 
invaluable public resource 
and renowned destination in 
NYC.”

David Strauss, the Queens 
Museum’s deputy director, 
called the project a “dream 
come true,” commending the 
work of the community ad-
visers and credited the Parks 
Department with acting 
“with the needs of the com-
munity in mind.”

“These four distinct 
groups are coming together 
to create a new model for civic 
engagement in the public de-
sign process and something 
that can be taken forward by 
other city agencies,” Strauss 
said.

Last spring, Design Trust 
requested projects for what it 
called “The Energetic City: 
Connectivity in the Public 
Realm.” The winning proj-
ect was a proposal from the 
Queens Museum and the 
city Department of Parks 

and Recreation called “The 
World’s Park: Reconnecting a 
Regional Park with its Neigh-
bors.”

Last month, residents of-
fered suggestions on ways to 
improve the park at a com-
munity forum. The forum 
consisted of four groups fo-
cusing on the themes of ac-
cess, navigation, learning 
and opportunity. 

Jason Chin-Fatt, a com-
munity adviser who was 
part of the navigation team 
and a member of Sustainable 
Queens, said he usually uses 
the park for recreational pur-
poses but discovered other 
uses for the park.

“It’s the largest park prob-
ably in the city, but I didn’t 
know that the marina was 
part of the park, which is 
behind Citi Field,” Chin-Fatt 
said. “Just different parts 
of the park that I hadn’t ex-
plored before that I didn’t 
actually know was part of the 
park land.”

Raychel Oshea-Patino, a 
community adviser who was 
part of the learning team, 
said that what united all the 
people involved in the pro-
cess is that they all use the 
park for various purposes.

“We all lived in proximity 
to the park and we use it on a 
regular basis,” Oshea-Patino 
said. “It was tremendous and 
rewarding. It was a great 
project and I’m really excited 
about continuing it. I think 
there’s great opportunity to 
sustain it.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Entrances to Flushing Meadows 
Park would be marked with 
large signs that could be seen 
from far away.  

Assemblyman Francisco Moya speaks during an immigration forum in 
Jackson Heights on April 8, in an attempt to address individuals’ con-
cerns over national developments. Photo by Tom Momberg

Designs unveiled for
Flushing Meadows

Whitestone exit to open in May

Electeds host forum
Boro immigrants seek answers on changing U.S. laws 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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BY BILL PARRY

The borough’s premiere 
annual food and networking 
event is coming to Corona this 
year. 

Queens Taste 2015 will fea-
ture more than 60 tables, in-
cluding those of 15 first-time 
restaurants, at the New York 
Hall of Science in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, May 
12.

The festival for foodies, held 
for several years at Citi Field, 
took place at the Sheraton La-
Guardia East last year and 
drew more than 800 people.  
The Queens Economic Devel-
opment Corporation needed a 
larger venue with greater ac-
cessibility.

“Sheraton Flushing did a 
great job, but the event has got-
ten too big,” Rob MacKay, the 
QEDC’s director of marketing, 
said. “The New York Hall of 
Science just had a renovation 
and it’s such an awesome spot. 
It’s big enough with electricity 
for every table. Plus, they have 

their own parking lot and it’s 
less than four blocks from the 
No. 7 subway line. It’s the per-
fect place for us.”

MacKay added that the 
reasons to attend are as “di-
verse as the borough” with 
everything from sweet to sa-
vory, from Mexican to Malay-
sian. For example, La Fusta 
in Elmhurst is planning to 
bring beefy Argentine cuisine, 
while Jamaica’s O Lavrador 
will serve up Portuguese pa-
ella. Pa-Nash in Rosedale will 
dish out West Indian/Moroc-
can fusion, while Long Island 
City’s Casa Enrico will serve 
up Chiapas-style Mexican food 
that earned it a Michelin star 
last spring.

Another Michelin-rated 
restaurant in LIC, M. Wells, 
will provide a surprise. In 
addition, clients from the En-
trepreneur Space, a food-and-
business incubator that QEDC 
operates, will be on hand with 
their artisan specialties, such 
as gluten-free products and 
ethnic desserts.

For drinks, LIC’s Square 

Wines & Spirits headlines a 
beverage group that includes 
Astoria-based SingleCut Beer-
smiths and Queens Courage 
gin.

A jazz group called Sabor 
and the Afro-Latiners will 
provide musical entertain-
ment while clowns from the 
Big Apple Circus will do magic 
tricks while handing our free 

red noses. MMR Management 
Group will demonstrate new 
“4D” technology called “Aug-
mented Reality” as well.

In addition to the differ-
ent cuisines of the borough, 
Queens Taste 2015 will provide 
plenty of opportunities for net-
working. Of the nearly 1,000 
expected to attend, most of 
them either live or do business 

in Queens, making the event 
the perfect place to exchange 
business cards and talk shop 
in a friendly atmosphere.

“Because of the food, 
drinks, desserts, people, venue 
and tremendous energy, I look 
forward to Queens Taste all 
year,” QEDC Executive Direc-
tor Seth Bornstein said. “It’s 
so much fun on so many differ-
ent levels.”

Tickets cost $125 or two for 
$200 with proceeds support-
ing QEDC’s ongoing efforts to 
attract and maintain jobs in 
the borough through business 
services, neighborhood devel-
opment, the E-Space, and mar-
keting attractions through the 
Queens Tourism Council and 
the It’s In Queens brand. As 
QEDC is a non-profit, a per-
centage of the ticket price is 
tax detuctible as permitted by 
law.

Tickets are available via 
the Internet at itsinqueens.
com/queenstaste and more in-
formation is available by call-
ing 718-263-0546.

The New York Hall of Science hosts this year's Queens Taste 2015, the 
borough's premier food-and-networking event, on May 12. 

Photo courtesy of Queens Economic Development Corp

Queens Taste 2015 comes to NY Hall of Science
Over 60 restaurants taking part in QEDC’s annual food and business networking event

Invest in Something  
 That Matters to You
Port Authority of New York municipal bonds not only let you earn money tax free, 
they let you invest in something close to home. That means you can watch civic 
progress and still enjoy a quality bond.
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BY TOM MOMBERG

 The 111th Precinct was assigned 
a new commanding officer, Capt. Wil-
liam McBride, in March.

 The former commanding officer, 
Deputy Inspector Jason Huerta, who 
was with the precinct for three years, 
left in mid-March for the Bronx.

 The northeast Queens precinct, 
which covers Bayside, Little Neck, 
Douglaston and Oakland Gardens, wel-
comed McBride from NYPD Queens 
North, which is the borough command 
for eight precincts and specialty units. 
At Queens North he was an adminis-
trator, before which he was command-
er for the borough investigations unit.

. Having spent most of his 24-year 
career with the NYPD in Queens as an 
executive officer in the 108th Precinct 
and a lieutenant in the 108th and 110th 
Precincts, McBride said he always saw 
himself some day commanding a pre-
cinct.

 “I had always hoped (to have my 
own precinct) when I got promoted to 
captain,” he said. “It was kind of the 
ultimate goal, because it’s one of — if 
not the best position — in the depart-
ment.”

 McBride has a bachelor’s of science 
degree from  CUNY’s John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice, where he gradu-
ated in 1997.

The new commanding officer said 
he is happy to come into a precinct that 
has such a good relationship with the 
community it serves.

 “From what I’ve seen in the time 
I’ve been here, the officers of this com-
mand have an excellent rapport with 
the community and the community 
seems to have an excellent rapport back 
to the officers,” he said. “Not a day goes 
by that I don’t receive letters commend-
ing officers in this community.”

 Still, McBride said he would like 
to continue to build on that relation-
ship, because it will help his officers 
do their job and improve the quality of 

life for everyone.
 “As soon as someone sees some-

thing, call us right away,” McBride 
said. “If it’s something in progress, 
call 9-1-1 so that we can get there and 
take care of it right away.

 The new commanding officer 
said all community input is helpful, 
because it will help his team to track 
trends and determine when, where and 
how to deploy the precinct’s resources.

 “Most of the crime in this area is 
property driven. We’re fortunate not 
to have a significant violent crime 
problem, but is instead mostly vehicle 
thefts and thefts from vehicles, as well 
as credit card theft and identity theft, 
which is big anywhere you go.”

 His suggestion to area residents, 
workers and commuters: “Try to pro-
tect your own property yourself. Don’t 
leave valuable items unattended in 
your car, make sure your car is locked 
and you park it where it’s well lit.”

 Reach reporter Tom Momberg by e-
mail at tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Capt. William McBride, new commanding 
officer at the 111th Precinct in Bayside in-
troduces himself at a Community Board 11 
meeting. Photo by Tom Momberg

111th Pct. welcomes 
its new commander 

3315 Hillside Avenue 
New Hyde Park, NY 11040 
(516) 746-1120 www.templetikvah.org

Located on the 
Queens/Nassau border

Bagels & Coffee | Meet Rabbi Sheinberg & Cantor Bonné  
Tour Our Religious School Classes | Join Us for Our Young Children’s Program

Looking for…

…Come home to Temple Tikvah.

JOIN US ON MAY 3, RSVP BY 
CALLING (516) 746-1120 

OR EMAIL 
LISAE@TEMPLETIKVAH.ORG

NOON

host of “World’s Worst Mom,” a real-
ity show airing on Discovery-TLC in 
most of the world (but, surprisingly, 
not America).

Now, Skenazy brings her brand of 
fun, engaging writing to the Commu-
nity News Group and New York Com-
munity Media, where her new column 

“Rhymes with Crazy” will appear each 
week.

A graduate of Yale, she lives in 
Queens with her husband and two teen-
age sons. Her writing has appeared in 
the New York Daily News, where she 
was a columnist for 14 years, the New 
York Sun, NPR, and, of course, MAD 
Magazine. 

So check out what Lenore has to 
say this week and every week in the 
TimesLedger Newspapers.

Continued from Page 1 

New column

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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POLICE 

Blotter
FLUSHING — Police were search-

ing for a 22-year-old Hispanic man who 
went missing Tuesday in downtown 
Flushing.

The man, identified as Nicholas 
Ortiz, of 134-25 Franklin Ave., disap-
peared Tuesday at about 9 p.m., accord-
ing to a police spokesman. 

Ortiz, 6-foot-1 and weighing 200 
pounds, was last seen wearing a black 
hoodie with red stripes, blue jeans, 
green sneakers and a black New York 
Yankees baseball cap, the spokesman 
said. 

The investigation was ongoing, he 
said.

OZONE PARK — A jury found a 
Queens pedophile guilty of molesting 
two young sisters from Ozone Park 
between 2009 and 2012, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said.

Michel Evangelista, 42, according 
to the DA, was taking care of the girls 
when he attempted to have sex with the 
6-year-old and carry out other acts in 
the summer of 2009. But the girl did  
not tell anyone about it until 2013, when 
she told her mother. The mother then 
asked the victim’s sister, who is slight-
ly younger, if anyone ever touched her. 
The younger sister revealed that she 
in the summer of 2013 she woke up in 
the middle of the night to Evangelista 
in the bed, touching her private parts, 
according to the Queens DA.  

For these crimes, Evangelista faced 

three counts of a criminal sexual act 
and one count each of attempted rape, 
sexual abuse, attempted sexual abuse 
and endangering the welfare of a child, 
according to the Queens DA. He will be 
sentenced April 28 and can go to jail for 
up to 52 years, according to the Queens 
DA

“A jury has convicted the defendant 
of being a sexual predator who victim-
ized two young girls and betrayed the 
trust of their parents who had placed 
their daughters into his care,” Queens 
DA Richard Brown said. “As such, he 
has proven himself to be a threat to 
children and a clear and present dan-
ger to society in general. His convic-
tion ensures that he is punished for his 
crimes.”

JAMAICA: The Stop 1 gro-
cery store was robbed by two 
men April 7 3 p.m. at 137-38 Ja-
maica Ave., police said.

The two suspects, one with a 
firearm, entered the Stop 1 gro-
cery store and demanded mon-
ey, authorities said. They went 
behind the store counter and 
took $548 before fleeing from the 
store, according to the police re-
port.

The first suspect was de-
scribed as a black male, approxi-
mately 30 years old, 5-foot-9 and 
180 pounds with black hair and 
brown eyes.

The second suspect  was de-
scribed as a black male who was 
last seen wearing blue jeans, a 
dark jacket and a New York Yan-
kees baseball cap.

Anyone with information in regards to this incident is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 800-577-TIPS. The public can also submit their 
tips by logging onto the Crime Stoppers Website at WWW.NYPDCRIMESTOP-
PERS.COM or texting their tips to 274637 (CRIMES) then enter TIP577.

Two men rob Jamaica grocery store: Cops

Guilty verdict in Ozone Pk. molesting case

Police looking for missing Flushing man

BELL BLVD
SPORTS & Health 

FEST

SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 
2015 
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Bell Blvd 

42nd to 43rd ave

(718) 423-2434
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• The New York Mets 
• New York Cosmos 
• United States Tennis 
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Picture above of the two suspects that robbed Stop 
1 grocery store on Jamaica Avenue on April 7. Police 
are still looking for the suspects.  NYPD
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Jack Friedman was bur-
ied on Sunday afternoon, 
the day of his birthday when 
he would have turned 56, at 
Parkside Memorial Chapels 
in Rego Park. 

Friedman led a civic life 
that many called unmatched 
in enthusiasm and energy.  
He was most recently the ex-
ecutive director of the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the huge turnout of people for 
his funeral reflected his lega-
cy as a champion of Queens. 

The Bellrose resident is 
survived by his wife, Lori, 
and children, Cara and Dan-
iel, in their mid-20s 

“I will always be a daddy’s 
girl. Happy birthday, Dad,” 
Cara said at the funeral. 

Friedman, who had led 
the chamber since 2007, died 
April 9. Many Queens law-
makers attended the funeral. 
His family members and a 
childhood friend spoke at 
the funeral, addressing the 
hundreds of people who at-
tended. 

“My uncle taught me you 
shouldn’t always tell people 
what they wanted to hear,” 
said Friedman’s nephew Ja-
son Berry. “You tell them 
what they need to know.”

Friedman’s death was 
unexpected, according to 
those who were close to him 
and they described him as a 
“champion” of the borough. 

Among Friedman’s many 
accomplishments was his 
ability to advocate for busi-
nesses in Queens. In Flush-
ing, he helped guide the 
creation of a new Chamber 
of Commerce that aimed to 

unite Flushing’s diverse com-
munity. 

“This is a huge loss for 
the Queens community,” said 
John Choe, executive direc-
tor for the Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce. “Jack 
has been a great champion 
of the business community. 
And he’s helped raise the pro-
file of our borough.”

Friedman suffered from 
diabetes and, according to 
a close friend, his kidneys 
failed over the past week, 
which put him on a dialysis 
machine. 

State Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
mourned the loss of Fried-
man, whom he met in the ear-
ly 2000s when Friedman was 
president of School District 
26. Weprin, who attended 
the funeral along with many 
other elected officials, was 
attracted to Friedman’s fiery 
sense of civic duty and hired 
him to be his chief of staff. At 
the time Weprin was a City 
Council member and he cred-
its Friedman with spearhead-
ing various initiatives that 

have affected people across 
the borough. 

Although Friedman was 
with the Queens Chamber 
of Commerce, his efforts 
stretched far beyond the 
business sphere. As We-
prin’s chief of staff, he helped 
passed an after-school pro-
gram in Queens for autistic 
children. And he advised 
and helped Choe launch the 
Flushing Chamber of Com-
merce, which was created 

in 2014. 
“It has been incredible 

to hear all the stories people 
have about working and their 
friendships with Jack,”  the 
Queens Chamber when it 
released information about 
the Parkside funeral at 98-60 
Queens Blvd. in Rego Park.

“He was the middleman 
between the little guy who 
owned a business and our po-
litical officials,” said Rabbi

Ernest Mayerfeld ,who 
conducted the funeral servic-
es. “That’s why there are so 
many people in this room.” 

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY MADINA TOURE

The Court of Appeals has 
upheld St. John’s University 
School of Law’s decision to in-
validate the application of   a 
student who did not disclose 
an arrest for a drug sale even 
though his record was ex-
punged. 

In a 5-1 decision April 2, 
the court ruled that the law 
school’s decision to rescind the 
application of former student 
David Powers, 36, for failing 
to disclose on his admission 
application that he was origi-
nally arrested in 1999 for dis-
tribution of LSD and Ecstasy 
to an undercover officer was 
not excessive. Powers sued the 
school in 2011. 

The decision was upheld de-
spite the fact that Powers, who 
lived in Forest Hills during his 
time as a student, completed a 
rehabilitation program that 
dropped his charge to posses-
sion and had his record ex-
punged in 2005. 

Michael J. Keane, the at-
torney representing the law 
school, said the issue rests on 
Powers not disclosing all the 
information required in the 
application. 

“The policy is absolutely 
written in the sense that we 
say right in the application 
that if you omit material re-
quested, you may be subject to 
dismissal or rescission of an 
awarded degree,” he said. “It’s 
disclosed and the applicant 
signed a statement acknowl-
edging that he read that state-
ment.”

But the attorney represent-
ing Powers, Ronald Acevedo, 
who himself had run-ins with 
the law, sees it differently. 

“He’s being penalized for 
an arrest, not a conviction, so 
he’s being thrown out for not 
being convicted of a crime, for 
allegedly failing to disclose an 
arrest,” Acevedo said. “An ar-
rest is proof of nothing. Young 
black men get arrested on the 
streets of New York City for do-
ing nothing.”

“A past felony conviction 
does not automatically dis-
qualify an applicant from be-
ing admitted to the bar,” Lise 
Bang-Jensen, a spokeswoman 
for the New York State Bar As-
sociation, wrote in an email. 
“The Appellate Division of the 
State Supreme Court makes 
that determination on an indi-
vidual basis.”

In 1999, Powers, then 21, 
was arrested on charges of 
distributing ( LSD and Ec-
stasy and pleaded guilty in 
2000. He entered into a plea 
bargain that said if he com-
pleted a drug rehabilitation 
program, he could receive a 
lesser charge of third-degree 
possession and be sentenced to 
probation. Powers completed 
the program. 

He received his Bachelor 
of Science in accounting at 
Monmouth University in New 
Jersey and became a certified 
public accountant.

He earned his master’s de-
gree in taxation at Pace Uni-
versity in New York. In 2004, 
he was hired by Pricewater-
houseCoopers, an accounting 
firm, despite his conviction. 

In October 2005, his crimi-
nal conviction was expunged 
in New Jersey. The expunge-
ment order stated that if Pow-
ers was ever asked about the 
incident, he could answer as 
if it never occurred, Acevedo 
said. 

In November 2005, he ap-
plied to be a full-time student 
at St. John’s and was award-
ed a $20,000 scholarship. He 

switched to part-time, reduc-
ing his scholarship to $15,000. 

He started in September 
2006. He had a 3.2 GPA, rank-
ing third out of 20 people in 
the evening division. He com-
pleted three semesters.

In 2008, Powers decided to 
petition for an advanced rul-
ing with respect to past con-
duct because he wanted to re-
turn to law school and be sure 
that he could sit for the bar. 

But Katherine Sullivan, 
senior assistant dean for stu-
dents, wrote in an email Dec. 
4, 2008 that the school could 
not write a letter of support for 
him because the information 
he provided in his petition to 
the New York State Supreme 
Court Committee on Char-
acter and Fitness regarding 
his original arrest was not 
included in his law school ap-
plication. 

Powers took a leave absence 
to take a job in  Hong Kong 
from spring 2008 to fall 2008, 
where he worked as a director 
of a tax division and head of fi-
nance for a hedge fund.

He took a second leave of 
absence from spring 2009 to 

Queens Chamber of Commerce 
President Jack Friedman is bur-
ied on his 56th birthday. 

Photo by Alyce L. O'Connell

The highest court in the state rules that St. John’s Law School had the 
right to refuse admission to student who failed to disclose a youthful 
drug charge. 
 Photo courtesy of St. John’s University

Law student expelled
Court backs St. John’s decision on undisclosed drug arrest

Hundreds remember
Queens ‘champion’

Continued on Page 47timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The Center for the Women of New 
York is hosting its 28th-annual lun-
cheon Saturday to recognize those men 
and women in New York City who have 
made great strides in women’s issues, 
many of whom are from Queens.

The annual luncheon will be held at 
the Douglaston Manor, 63-20 Common-
wealth Blvd., in Douglaston starting at 
noon and serves as CWNY’s primary 
fund-raiser.

The nonprofit volunteer-based or-
ganization focuses on women’s rights 
and serves as a walk-in resource cen-
ter for women. The group relies heav-
ily on membership dues and private 
donations and the luncheon helps fund 
its operations as well as the renovation 
of its landmark building at Fort Totten 
in Bayside.

CWNY Founder Ann Juliano Jawin 
said the luncheon also gives the center 
the ability to recognize individuals in 
the city who aid women in society’s 
struggles.

The honorees are selected every 
year by the CWNY board of directors. 
Some of the honorees are people per-
sonally known by the board, whereas 
others are just those it believes need to 
be recognized, Jawin said.

New York City Public Advocate Le-
titia James and Deputy City Clerk Hel-
en Sears, a former councilwoman in 
Queens, are to be honored as “Women 
of Distinction” during the event.

“Not only is Letitia James the first 
African American in a citywide posi-
tion, but she is the first female public 
advocate. She has a strong interest in 
consumer issues, which end up often 
being women’s issues,” Jawin said. “As 
for Helen, she is tremendously active 
with the city Department for the Ag-
ing, and she is truly an outstanding 
person.”

Other honorees include Vivian 
Hardison of Rotary International Dis-
trict 7255, Leslie Mevrovic of Parker 

Health Services and Lourdes Ventura 
of the Queens County Women’s Bar As-
sociation. They will be accepting the 
“Women in Leadership” award.

“All of these women have made 
great strides in non-traditional ways,” 
Jawin said. “But we’re recognizing 
them because it’s kind of nontradi-
tional for women to be so outstanding 
in these areas.”

 CWNY will also be recognizing 
with its annual “Good Guy” awards, 
City Councilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights); Moses Ojeda, who 
is principal at Thomas Edison High 
School; state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst); and Jim Smith of United 
Veterans Beacon house and the former 
editor at Newsday.

“I established this award several 
years ago when it was so difficult to 
get women recognized.  A lot of times 
it was men who helped put them in the 
spotlight,” Jawin said. “We focused 
on men that might not consider them-
selves feminists, but they have done 
many things to help women.”

Reach reporter Tom Momberg by e-
mail at tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

HELEN SEARS

Women’s center lunch 
to honor boro leaders

New York Community Bank is not affiliated with Queens Botanical Garden in any way.
© 2015 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

*Maximum of four (4) passes per family. Offer may be discontinued at any time at the sole discretion of the bank. 

Celebrate Spring... 
Queens County Savings Bank and 

Queens Botanical Garden 
invite you to

Enjoy the Garden
Upcoming Events

Arbor Festival April 26th

World’s Fair Train Show May 23rd - 25th

Stop by any Queens County Savings Bank branch 
location for free passes* while supplies last.

queensbotanical.org

877-786-6560  •  myNYCB.com
Over 35 convenient branch locations throughout Queens!

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Request for Proposals for the Sale of Specialty Food from 
Mobile Food Units at Various Locations Citywide 

 
In accordance with Section 1-13 of the Concession Rules of the City of New York, the New York City 
Department of Parks and Recreation (“Parks”) is issuing, as of the date of this notice, a Request for 
Proposals for the sale of specialty food from mobile food units at various locations citywide. 
 
All proposals submitted in response to this RFP must be submitted no later than Monday, May 11

th
, 2015 

at 3:00 pm. 
 
Hard copies of the RFP can be obtained, at no cost, commencing on Monday, April 6

th
, 2015 through 

Monday, May 11
th
, 2015, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and holi-

days, at the Revenue Division of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, which is 
located at 830 Fifth Avenue, Room 407, New York, NY 10065.    
 
The RFP is also available for download, commencing on Monday, April 6

th
, 2015 through Friday, May 

11
th
, 2015, on the Parks’ website.  To download the RFP, visit www.nyc.gov/parks/businessopportuni-

ties, click on the link for “Concessions Opportunities at Parks” and, after logging in, click on the “down-
load” link that appears adjacent to the RFP’s description.    
 
For more information or to request to receive a copy of the RFP by mail, prospective proposers may 
contact Santiago Zindel, Project Manager, at (212) 360-3407 or at santiago.zindel@parks.nyc.gov. 
 

TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) 212-504-4115 
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BY MADINA TOURE

The former Whitestone 
Jewels property has been sold 
to a developer who plans to 
build single-family homes on 
the lot.

The property, a six-acre lot 
at 150-33 6th Ave., was sold at 
an auction April 10 for $13.6 
million, state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) announced Tues-
day. 

Avella met with the new 
owner, Tim O’Sullivan, to 
discuss his plans for develop-
ing the lot. O’Sullivan plans 
to construct two-story, single-
family houses. 

His plans call for an as-of-
right development that match-
es the existing R2 zoning on 
the site, which means that it 
is exclusively reserved for one-
family detached homes. 

Avella commended 
O’Sullivan for coming up with 
a project that does not violate 
the character of the neighbor-
hood. 

“I commend Mr. O’Sullivan 
for taking the concerns of 
these homeowners into consid-
eration,” Avella said in a state-
ment. “I am happy to support 
a project that will preserve the 
look and feel of the surround-
ing community and I look for-
ward to working with him as 
he develops this property.” 

Last month, Avella called 
on any potential buyers and 
developers to respect the zon-
ing status of the Whitestone 
Jewel site and a property at 
151-45 6th Road, on the water-
front near the intersection of 
151st Place and 6th Road. 

The School Construction 
Authority wanted to build 
a high school on the former 
Whitestone Jewels site, but 
the plan was halted in May 
2014 after the SCA realized the 
area did not have sufficient in-
frastructure or transportation 
for a high school. 

City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside), who was a 
candidate at the time for the 
seat he now holds, had also 
spearheaded a protest against 
the SCA’s plans to build a high 
school when neighbors caught 
SCA officials checking out the 
site in fall 2013. 

O’Sullivan, who grew up 
in Whitestone, said he wants 
to contribute to the neighbor-
hood in a positive way. 

“We are looking forward to 
working with the community, 
Sen. Avella and our architect, 
Frank Petruso, to produce 
a development befitting this 
beautiful Whitestone neigh-
borhood,” he said.

BY MADINA TOURE

The teenager who was ar-
rested for allegedly threaten-
ing to target City Council-
man Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) and his family in 
a drive-by shooting at their 
home in Hillcrest was a for-
mer friend of Lancman’s son, 
according to a spokeswoman 
for Lancman’s office.

The teenager, Ariel Ger-
shakovich, 17, of Hillcrest, 
was charged with harass-
ment and aggravated harass-
ment for allegedly calling 
Lancman and threatening to 
shoot him, his wife and his 
three children, according to 
a complaint filed by Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown’s office.

The lawyer representing 
Gershakovich, Diane Aker-
man, declined to comment.

Lancman’s son and Ger-
shakovich were friends sev-
eral years ago, the spokes-
woman for Lancman’s office 
said.  

There were some prior 
phone harassment incidents 
in 2011 and 2012, but they 
were not serious in nature, 
the spokeswoman said.

The recent incidents were 
the first calls since then and 
made some very specific 
threats, she said.

Gershakovich was ar-
raigned April 9 and released 
on his own recognizance, a 
Queens DA spokeswoman 
said. He was due back in 
court April 24. If convicted, 
he faces up to a year in jail.

Temporary orders of pro-
tection were issued to Lanc-
man, his wife and his three 
children, she said.

Gershakovich allegedly 
called Lancman April 7 be-
tween 10:50 p.m. and 11:05 
p.m. and told the councilman 
to call him back or he would 
conduct an old-school drive-
by shooting on Lancman and 
his family, according to the 
complaint.

When Lancman received 

A new owner for the former 
Whitestone Jewels site plans to 
build single-ºfamily homes on the 
property. Google Earth

Councilman, family 
threatened by teen: DA

Old Whitestone Jewels site 
to be replaced with homes
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We Now Have 
COLD LASER

 

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today. 

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms:

FREE 
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 days.
www.northshorerehabassociates.com

NO MORE SURGERY?NO MORE SURGERY?

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Call now for a  
“FREE CONSULTATION” to see 

how our technologies may benefit you.

Continued on Page 48
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

A good friend of our commu-
nity passed away recently.  Mary-
alice Broussard lived in Auburn-
dale for decades and was a vice 
president of the Auburndale Im-
provement Association, Inc.   She 
was very active in the civic orga-
nization for many years and re-
mained so right up to her death.  
She left us on March 30 at the age 
of 92 after a brief illness. 

Just a few weeks ago, there 
was an executive board meeting 
of the civic organization held at 
Maryalice’s home.  This remark-
able woman was still contribut-
ing ideas and thoughts to ensure 
that her community remained a 
desirable place to live for all the 
residents.  She was concerned 
about zoning, about education, 
about quality of life; any issue 

that had an impact in Auburn-
dale and beyond.  She truly was a 
role model that showed that even 
though a person may be up in 
years, one could still be a contrib-
uting member of the community 
and an articulate voice of reason 
and common sense.

Maryalice was also the editor 
of the newsletter that comes out 
five times a year from the civic 
organization.  She read through 
the drafts submitted, consolidat-
ed content and corrected gram-
mar and spelling where needed.  
She always read through the lo-
cal newspapers finding articles 
of interest that could be summa-
rized in the newsletter.   She also 
found humorous stories and jokes 
to include in the newsletter’s “on 
the lighter side” byline because 

she felt that people enjoyed them 
and that it was important to 
laugh amid all of life’s issues and 
problems.

Maryalice will be much 
missed by her loving family, de-
voted friends and especially her 
civic friends.  She was a woman 
of incredible strength, wisdom 
and integrity.  She believed in the 
traditional values of hard work, 
good citizenship and devotion 
to family, friends and the Lord.  
May my friend rest in peace. 

Henry Euler
Bayside
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Enough already.
Queens straphangers who ride the erratic No. 

7 train are saying in no uncertain terms that they 
can’t take it anymore. The severe winter put riders 
through a tough obstacle course: delayed trains, 
skipped stops, suspension of service and overcrowd-
ed platforms.

 Disruptions have been commonplace on the tran-
sit lifeline of northern Queens for the past several 
years since the MTA launched a $550 million pro-
gram to update the signal system, replace tracks and 
repair East River tunnel damage from Sandy.  But 
frequent service outages, particularly during rush 
hour and weekends, have tested riders’ patience.

 Frustrated No. 7 riders are organizing and begin-
ning to speak in one loud voice.

 Sunnyside activists have created a blog and Fa-
cebook site called 7 Train Blues, which has drawn 
hundreds of followers eager to share their opinions 
and bad experiences.

 Back in March business owners joined angry rid-
ers and community leaders at a rally under the 40th 
Street station to say the economy in western Queens 
had been hurt by the poor service.

  And the Riders Alliance, a transit advocacy 
group, collected what it called “subway horror sto-
ries” at Queensboro Plaza in an effort to persuade 
Albany to fund the MTA’s $32 billion capital budget 
plan to fix the ailing system.  No. 7 complaints took 
top billing.

 Everyone agrees the massive project must be 
done to improve 7 service, but the MTA has turned a 
tin ear to the riding public.  

 When a Queens councilman asked the MTA to 
provide Sunday service for the March 1 St. Pat’s Day 
for All Parade in Sunnyside, an agency spokesman 
chided him for trying to have it both ways by want-
ing planned work canceled and then criticizing the 
poor service.

  This was a classic example of tuning out Queens 
straphangers, who care deeply about their ethnic 
holiday events.  The MTA should start listening to 
its No. 7 riders as the first step toward restoring cus-
tomer relations.

  The 7 Train Blues blog is asking the MTA to hold 
town hall meetings.  Translation: Riders want more 
information about repair work and service prob-
lems, which is not unreasonable.

  The MTA should set up a No. 7 line page for rid-
ers on its MTA.com website and send agency reps out 
to the bigger stations, such as Woodside, to talk to 
straphangers when major disruptions occur.

   The beleaguered riders have paid their dues (in 
higher fares) and deserve some goodwill. 

TIME TO STEP UP, MTA

Farewell to Auburndale civic leader
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READERS WRITE

QueeI write in response to 
a recent liberal flamethrower 
who brought up the question, 
why does Queens have far 
more Democrats than Repub-
licans. He answers by arguing 
side issues on climate change, 
evolution, religious freedom 
legislation in Indiana, and 
illegal immigration enforce-
ment in Arizona, in order to 
distinguish Republican from 
Democratic views. We can 
eternally debate these issues, 
which although important to 
some, are relatively far down 
the totem pole on the list of rel-
evance to the vast majority of 
citizens of Queens, and issues 
on which not all Republicans 
concur.

It would be far more pro-
ductive to hash out the issues 
of significance to the major-
ity of New Yorkers, especial-
ly the taxpayers of Queens 
whose voices and concerns are 
largely ignored by our ultra-
progressive mayor and City 
Council. I would like to point 
out to our detractors who seek 
to malign the GOP with false 
stereotypes that we are not 
a rigid body of conformists 
who march in lockstep.  I espe-

cially wish to thank them for 
allowing me to clarify where 
we stand, because it’s about 
these real daily life issues that 
Republicans have the best in-
terest of the citizens of Queens 
at heart.

The Republican Party here 
in Queens is a big diverse tent 
which includes everyone from 
Rockefeller Republicans to re-
ligious Conservatives, drawn 
from all races, ethnicities, 
backgrounds, religions and 
legal immigrants from every 
corner of the globe as well as 
pro-choice and Log Cabin Re-
publicans.

What unites Republicans is 
our love for America, our flag, 
the founding principles of our 
nation, and our undying sup-
port for our soldiers and law 
enforcement officers both at 
home and abroad who serve 
and protect our freedoms. We 
are autonomous individuals 
united by the realization that 
freedom is not free and that 
we need to fight for it not only 
abroad but here at home where 
it is imperiled by errant lead-
ers who do not have the best in-
terests of our country at heart.  
We cherish the “spirit of 1776” 

and do not wish to “transform 
America.”

What are the specific con-
cerns of the citizens and tax-
payers of Queens? I was in a 
room with South Asian im-
migrants recently who were 
asked what were the most 
pressing issues for them and 
their families. They replied 
unanimously, in order of mag-
nitude, that the three most im-
portant issues are education, 
public safely and high taxes.  
Global warming was not even 
mentioned. However, these 
are the very issues that are 
neglected and endangered by 
our current ultra-progressive 
leadership who are on a social 
justice crusade to re-engineer 
our lives, our schools and our 
neighborhoods to “look like 
New York” in the words of our 
mayor. New Yorkers are the 
highest taxed citizens in the 
nation, according to TaxFoun-
dation.org’s annual survey, 
and dead last in personal and 
economic freedom, according 
to another survey by the Mer-
catus Center at George Mason 
University. We Republicans 
fight on behalf of the majority 
of the people on these specific 

issues.
Neither Republicans nor 

Democrats are well served 
by a single unaccountable po-
litical party which controls 
nearly every elected office 
in Queens. It’s corrupt, it’s 
un-American and it needs to 
change. With over 50 Demo-
crat congressional, city coun-
cil, assembly members, and 
state senators and only one 
Republican elected official in 
all of Queens, Councilman Ul-
rich, all the people of Queens 
have to suffer the inequities 
of a one-party system with no 
checks on abuses of power, 
corruption and dereliction of 
duties by those in power.

The people of Queens are 
called to the task of keeping 
our system accountable with 
an equitable balance of power 
in order to represent the grow-
ing needs of the public. We are 
a representative democracy, a 
government “of the people, by 
the people and for the people,” 
in the words of Abraham Lin-
coln. But with a pathetic voter 
turnout of 25 percent where 
we witnessed 75 percent of the 
NYC electorate staying home 
on Election Day, this is why 

the city’s leadership does not 
represent the concerns of New 
Yorkers.

If you agree with us on 
the major issues and want to 
keep New York City the saf-
est and most prosperous large 
city in America, which was 
accomplished under Republi-
can leadership starting with 
Mayor Giuliani, then you are 
welcome to join your local Re-
publican Club and vote Repub-
lican. We have a wonderful 
new chairman of the Queens 
County GOP, former Congress-
man Bob Turner, a fresh new 
organization, with the unity 
and determination to provide 
the true leadership New York-
ers yearn for. After we have 
achieved a proper balance of 
power in Queens, we can enjoy 
a college bull session debat-
ing issues of global warming, 
funding failed programs like 
Head Start and whether or not 
the earth is 6000 years old.

Phil Orenstein
President

Queens Village Republican 
Club

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

One of the most frequent 
requests I get from princi-
pals, parents and teachers 
is for more school crossing 
guards. People who care about 
children know that crossing 
guards are a vital part of our 
school safety system.

Being struck by a car is the 
leading cause of injury-related 
death for children younger 
than 14, according to the city’s 
Department of Health. Cross-
ing guards can prevent many 
of these deaths. If a kid is about 
to dart into traffic, chasing 
after a ball, a crossing guard 
can stop them. A crossing 
guard notices when a driver 
isn’t slowing down at a light, 

or when a kid is going to try to 
run across the street without 
a walk signal. That’s why we 
have to fill these vacancies.

Unfortunately, it’s not that 
easy. Right now there are over 
300 vacancies for crossing 
guard positions, mainly be-
cause the work is dangerous, 
the pay is low, the hours are 
insufficient and the benefits 
are lacking.

We can make the job less 
dangerous through better 
training, better streetscape 
design and better coordina-
tion with local police precincts 
and schools, although we can’t 
eliminate the risk of harm 
entirely -- crossing guards 

wouldn’t be effective if they 
weren’t standing in harm’s 
way to keep our kids safe.

The city acknowledged the 
problem of recruiting and re-
taining crossing guards when 
it agreed to raise the starting 
wage from $9.88 an hour to 
$11.50 an hour a few weeks ago. 
This raise was important, but 
it’s just the beginning.  Think 
about it: $11.50 an hour is far 
from a living wage.

But today the biggest im-
pact we can have on making 
this job more desirable for 
hardworking New Yorkers 
is to dramatically improve 
crossing guards’ hours and 
benefits.

Right now, crossing guards 
can only work 25 hours per 
week, cobbled together from  2 
1/2 hour shifts in the morning 
and again in the afternoon. 
They also lose their health in-
surance for two months every 
summer. That’s no way to treat 
the people who are the first line 
of defense between speeding 
cars and our kids. We need to 
provide crossing guards with 
full-time work, which makes 
sense for our kids, too. Many 
kids stay after school, taking 
advantage of programs like 
athletics and tutoring. When 
they leave, it’s without the 
protection of crossing guards, 
although dusk is one of the 

most dangerous times of day 
for drivers and pedestrians. 
We need to recognize this and 
give crossing guards full-time 
employment.

To truly commit to reduc-
ing pedestrian deaths and 
keeping our kids safe, we need 
to increase hours and benefits 
for our crossing guards. It’s an 
investment in our kids’ safety 
and security that we can’t af-
ford not to make.

Rory Lancman
City Councilman

Fresh Meadows

Pay crossing guards a decent hourly wage

Queens GOPers unite under a diverse tent
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S
ince 9/11, the number 
of bias attacks against 
people perceived to be 
Muslim or Arab has 

increased dramatically, the 
worst of which being the 2012 
Oak Creek Massacre in Wis-
consin, where a white suprem-
acist opened fire at a Sikh 
temple, killing six.  Recently, 
the shooting of three Muslim 
students in Chapel Hill, N.C., 
allegedly over a  minor dis-
pute, deepened fears that Mus-
lims and those appearing to 
be Muslim could be targets of 
hate groups, the deranged and 
other domestic terrorists.

Last year’s road rage inci-
dent in Richmond Hill deep-
ened suspicions of Queens’ 
Sikh community that law en-
forcement did not share a com-

mitment to investigate bias 
attacks. 

Hate crimes as a legal con-
cept was enshrined in the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which 
designated six federally pro-
tected activities – “attending 
school, patronizing a public 
place/facility, applying for 
employment, acting as a juror 
in a state court or voting” and 
federal prosecution for any 
individual disrupting those 
activities based on race, color 
or national origin.

Since 1990, the Hate Crime 
Statistics Act has authorized 
the Department of Justice 
and Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation to track hate crimes 
through the Unified Crime Re-
porting Program.  Since 1992, 
the UCR publishes its findings 
in yearly reports.  A modifica-
tion to the law, the 2009 Mat-
thew Shepard Act, adds pro-
visions for tracking of crimes 
based on gender, sexual orien-
tation, gender identity, or dis-
ability as well as removing the 
mandate that the victim had 

to be engaged in one of the six 
“protected activities”. 

According to  2013 statis-
tics, African Americans were 
victims of 66.5 percent of the 
3,565 racially motivated hate 
crimes in that year, while 60.3 
percent of anti-religious hate 
crimes were motivated by 
anti-Jewish bias, followed by 
13.7 percent motivated by anti-
Islamic bias.  Overall, 49.3 per-
cent of reported hate crimes 
were motivated by bias against 
race, 20 percent due to sexual 
orientation and 16.9 percent 
due to religion.   Hindus and 
Sikhs were likely recorded in 
the broad “other” category, 
which comprised 11.2 percent 
of the total, larger than the 
percentage of reported crimes 
against Catholics and Protes-
tants.

The Sikh religion and peo-
ple originated in India and 
follow a creed inspired by the 
teachings of the 15th century 
scholar, Guru Nanak.  Sikhs 
especially are targets for bias 
attacks, as they wear turbans 

and have long beards.  This re-
semblance to televised images 
of religious fanatics located 
half a world away caused a 
spike in post-9/11 attacks, in-
cluding the shooting of Balbir 
Singh Sodhi, a Sikh gas station 
owner on Sept. 15, 2001. The 
perpetrator expressed a desire 
to “shoot some towel heads” 
and drove around Mesa, Ariz., 
shooting at various homes and 
establishments owned by per-
sons that appeared “Middle 
Eastern.”

Support for reforming the 
way the FBI and DOJ tracks 
hate crimes began to build 
in the wake of the Oak Creek 
shootings and in March 2013, 
over a hundred congressional 
representatives sent a letter 
to the FBI Advisory Policy 
Board, urging updates to 
the incident report form and 
record collection to include 
these groups.  U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (D-N.Y.) cited both the 
shooting and the subway shov-
ing death of Queens resident, 
Sunando Sen as examples of 

violence that targets Hindus, 
Arabs and Sikhs. Support also 
came from community and ad-
vocacy groups, including the 
American Jewish Committee 
and Anti-Defamation League. 

In June 2013, the Criminal 
Justice Information Services 
\ Advisory Board approved 
the “motion to modify” the 
Hate Crime Data Collection 
Guidelines and Training Man-
ual to an Appendix addressing 
“anti-Arab, anti-Hindu, anti-
Muslim, and anti-Sikh hate 
crimes.”   The UCR Program 
worked with members of the 
Arab, Muslim and Sikh com-
munities to include guidance 
on investigating the incident 
and approaching members of 
the community.  Case stud-
ies in the manual also dem-
onstrate scenarios involving 
Sikh individuals.  It is the 
hope of reformers that these 
guidelines and resources will 
assist local law enforcement 
in better investigating and 
engaging communities where 
bias attacks occur.

N
ovelist F. Scott Fitzger-
ald once famously said 
“There are no second 
acts in American life.” 

He was wrong, of course, be-
cause time and time again we 
have witnessed comebacks, 
late-in-life success, and nu-
merous examples of redemp-
tion in the arts, politics, and 
the business world. 

My old friend and mentor, 
Frank McCourt, a long-time 
high school English teacher, 
wrote a best-selling memoir 
and won a Pulitzer Prize in his 
mid-60s. What a second act he 
had.

Now we have perhaps the 
most fascinating individual 
in recent American history, 
Hillary Clinton, who is at-
tempting to embark on what I 
would probably call her third 
or fourth act. In her long-run-
ning show, Hillary has been 

the object of admiration, hope, 
praise, derision, anger, petty 
criticism, and jealousy. She is 
the embodiment of the women’s 
empowerment movement in 
our still not-overly-progressive 
society. She serves as a prism 
through which many express 
their hopes for a fully egalitar-
ian society.

But, of course, it is unfair to 
view Hillary as just the “Great 
Female Hope,” because she is 
so much more than that. She 
deserves to be judged by the 
content of her ideas, not the 
chromosomes of her DNA, to 
paraphrase the late Martin 
Luther King, Jr. She is a femi-
nist icon, a mother and grand-
mother, the former First Lady 
of our country, the most-talked 
about woman in the world and 
all of these just tell half the 
story.

Hillary Clinton has been on 
the world stage since the early 
1990s, before many of today’s 
Millennials were born, when a 
hard drive was a long trip. She 
was a different kind of First 
Lady, more Eleanor Roosevelt 
than Nancy Reagan, a trusted 
advisor and confi dante to the 

most powerful leader in the 
world. She took a lot of heat for 
standing by her man. In retro-
spect, this was the most coura-
geous path and allowed both of 
them to continue to be impor-
tant leaders well beyond their 
two terms in Washington.

Her second act — her own 
political career — began in 
2000 when she went on that fa-
mous “listening tour” before 
being elected senator from 
New York. All went according 
to plan until her smooth path 
back to the White House as a 
powerful feminist icon was 
eclipsed by the meteoric rise of 
Barack Obama.

Her third act came as inter-
national policy maker when 
Obama named her Secretary 
of State, a job she held for four 
years.

Now, it appears to fi nally be 
Hillary’s turn. 

Many will lament that Clin-
ton is not a fresh face in politics 
and ask why should we have 
another president with the 
surname of Clinton or Bush. 
But we should look at Hillary’s 
experience, her ideas, vision, 
and her temperament when 

evaluating her fi tness to lead 
the world’s most powerful na-
tion.

We all know her resume 
is impressive, but what about 
her ideas and vision? Well, 
we got a small glimpse of that 
in her two-minute campaign 
video Sunday: she wants to be 
the champion of middle-class 
Americans and all those who 
want a level playing fi eld so 
they can get ahead.

Fair enough.
But we’ll need to watch in 

the coming months as she ar-
ticulates her vision of how she 
will achieve this goal. Will 
she try to raise taxes on the 
wealthy and implement a more 
progressive tax code? Will she 
push for signifi cantly higher 
minimum wages and greater 
sick and maternity, and pater-
nity leave?

We will want to hear what 
she would do in the Middle 
East to make sure that region 
doesn’t continue to degenerate 
and potentially drag the world 
into a war. We will need to 
hear how she will navigate cli-
mate change, the rapid spread 
of alternative energy sources, 

and how she plans to pay for 
the much-needed rebuilding of 
America’s infrastructure.

I am the father of two daugh-
ters and I am excited and con-
cerned about their future. The 
prospect of Hillary Clinton be-
coming president would be an 
incredible inspiration to them 
and to millions of other young 
women in America. The glass 
ceiling to the highest offi ce in 
this land might be shattered 
after 240 years.  

I know this is not enough 
reason to vote for Hillary. But 
it certainly is a good reason 
for me to eagerly discuss this 
campaign with my two teen-
age daughters and to hope that 
our country, once and for all, 
treats Hillary like the incred-
ibly talented and experienced 
candidate she is.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

COLUMNS

Boro’s Hindu advocates confront domestic violence

 A Hillary victory would shatter barriers

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

New Voices
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W
hen Walt Disney was 
16, he forged his par-
ents’ signatures and 
lied about his age so 

he could join the American 
Ambulance Corps, which was 
part of the Red Cross. That’s 
how he found himself in Eu-
rope, just after World War I 
ended, driving ambulances. 
He loved it. He said it “added 
up to a lifetime of experience 
in one package.” And as he 
later put it: “I know being on 
my own at an early age has 
made me more self-reliant 
and less of a the- world-owes-
me-a-living type that I other-
wise would have been.” 

I have to thank the book 
“Teen 2.0” by Robert Epstein 
for that story, and for putting 
the whole idea that teens are 
lazy/ incompetent/irrespon-
sible selfies on trial. Is it that 
“kids today” are really so im-
mature? Or is that we treat 
them as if they are, and they 
respond the way most of us do 

when dissed or diminished: 
We disappoint. 

Over the past generation 
or two we have come to think 
of young people as less and 
less competent. I usually no-
tice this with younger kids -- 
how we drive them to school, 
as if it’s always too cold or too 
far. How we insert ourselves 
into their squabbles, as if 
they couldn’t sort things out 
by themselves. How we orga-
nize their lives for them -- I’ve 
done this myself -- as if leav-
ing them to their own devices 
would mean wasted time, a 
teachable moment that we 
failed to fill. 

But teens, man! Lately we 
act as if there’s no difference 
between 13 and 3. Here in New 
York City, there is no specific 
minimum age for latchkey 
kids, thank goodness. But Il-
linois law states that no one 
should be home alone until 
age 14 -- an age when many 
kids in my generation had 
already been baby sitting for 
two or three (or four!) years. 
Now the 14-year-olds are the 
babies themselves. 

Or how about crossing 
guards? My crossing guard 
when I was a tyke was a 
10-year-old. Now, in every 
place I’ve lived in New York 
City (Manhattan, Brooklyn, 
Queens), the 10-year-olds are 
the tykes and the guards are 
all adults. Deliver newspa-
pers? The folks who bring 
ours here in Jackson Heights 
do it by car. Most newspapers 
require their delivery people 
to have a license and liability 
insurance. If you’re just a kid 

with a bike? Too bad. 
And as for the laws about 

sex, we act as if anyone with 
any stirrings of anything 
before 18 is either a perp or 
a victim. Sometimes they’re 
both. A case in 2006 involved 
a 13-year-old Utah girl who 
had consensual sex with her 
12-year-old boyfriend. I don’t 
know of anyone who loves 
the idea of kids that young 
sleeping together, but here’s 
something worse: She was 
found guilty of having sex 
with someone under 14. And 
so was he! That makes them 
both sex offenders (and both 
victims). As I learned from 
Nicole Pittman, an expert on 
the sex offender laws I heard 
speak at an NYU Law School 
symposium recently, of the 
800,000 or so people on the 
sex offender registry nation-
wide, 200,000 are under 18. 
That’s because teens have sex 
with other teens -- a fact that 
shouldn’t be news and, when 

consensual, shouldn’t be con-
sidered rape. 

Shackling a teen with the 
label of Sex Offender often 
means they are not allowed 
to go to school (because there 
are other kids there) or even 
live at home, if there are 
younger siblings in the house. 
Sometimes they can’t live 
near a park, a church, a day-
care center...even though it’s 
not that they ever raped a tod-
dler. It’s that they slept with 
someone about their own age, 
as teens always have. It’s only 
now that we’re treating teens 
like toddlers themselves, 
that we are stunting them as 
humans and hunting them 
down for having sex. Really, 
it’s time for someone to grow 
up. Us. 

Lenore Skenazy is a pub-
lic speaker and founder of the 
book and blog “Free-Range 
Kids. “

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Time for helicopter parents to change course
COLUMNS
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BY TOM MOMBERG
 
 The votes have yet to be 

tallied as New York City par-
ticipatory budgeting continues 
into the weekend, but Queens 
council members expect the 
turnout to be at an all-time 
high.

 Participatory budgeting is 
a democratic process in which 
residents from participating 
council districts can have an 
active part in the decision pro-
cess as to how some New York 
City discretionary funds are 
spent: About $1 million in each 
district.

 In districts like Council-
man Mark Weprin’s (D-Oak-
land Gardens), which have 
conducted participatory bud-
geting for consecutive years, 
the participation has climbed.

 About 1,100 residents from 
Weprin’s district turned out 
for the first year in 2013 and 
about 1,600 in 2014. He said 
he expects well over 2,000 to 
vote this year given the high 
number of first- time council 
districts taking part, and the 
large number of items on the 
ballot.

 Ballot items in Weprin’s 
district include closed circuit 
television upgrades to two lo-
cal libraries, adding fitness 
equipment at Alley Pond Park, 
rehabilitating the Vanderbilt 
Motor Parkway, installing 
countdown clocks at select bus 
stops, renovating gymnasi-
ums at two local high schools 
and much more.

 There are anywhere from 
one to two dozen ballot items in 
each district covering a wide 
range of small capital projects 
as its libraries, schools and 
parks vie for the same funds.

 It has been civic groups, 
parents and neighborhood as-
sociations that have been fine-
tuning each project proposal 
for at least the last year. For 
many of them, this week has 
been about trying to reach the 
greatest number of residents 
to get out and vote for their 
project.

 “I was skeptical about par-
ticipatory budgeting at first,” 
Weprin said. “I wondered 
whether people would want 
to get involved, or whether it 
would just be the same people 
who are always involved.”

 Even though most of the 
projects will not get funded, 
the organization behind the 
process in each council dis-
trict helps to catalogue com-
munity needs, and many of the 
project may return with alter-
native funding.

 The office of Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) has 
been working closely with its 
youth ambassadors and Bay-
side High School to reach new 
groups of people now that the 
minimum voting age is 16 and 
administer the polls.

 Several students may look 
forward to a new music studio 
at Bayside High, with an al-
located $400,000 on the ballot. 
So not only can they get oth-
ers civically engaged to see 
the project through, but they 
themselves can vote.

 “For many of our students, 
the participatory budgeting 
process displays a tangible ef-
fect,” said BHS Assistant Prin-
cipal of Operations John Hi-
rata. “For a project that might 
take place at our school, they 
will see it come into place in 

their last one or two years of 
high school.

 To vote, individuals must 
only provide proof of residency 
in their council district and be 
over the age of 16. They do not 
have to be registered to vote, 
and their immigration status 
does not matter. In some dis-
tricts like Councilman Dono-
van Richards’ (D-Laurelton), 
voting is open to anyone over 
the age of 14.

 “The school is very happy 
to work with Vallone’s office 
on this. Not necessarily for 
our own benefit, but to give 
our kids early exposure to vot-
ing and the political process,” 
Hirata said. “It gives them a 
sense of empowerment over 
how city funds are spent.”

 Polls do not close un-
til Sunday, April 19 in most 
council districts. Go online to 
http://council.nyc.gov/html/
pb/home.shtml to find poll-
ing locations, times and ballot 
measures in each district.

 Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Council Members Mark Weprin and Jimmy Van Bramer hold a press con-
ference outside Queens Borough Hall to announce the start of participa-
tory budgeting in their districts Photo by Tom Momberg

More residents participate in budget voting

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary, the family member 
is just as important as the patient.

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Nobody knows more than Calvary Hospital that caring for a loved 
one who is in the end-of-life stage is challenging – both physically 
and mentally. The stress can feel unbearable. It puts the entire 
family at risk for depression, anxiety disorders, physical sickness and 
disruptions in life – both at home and at work. Our experts clearly 
understand that this feeling of abandonment is just as significant 
as the physical pain. That’s why 90% of what we do at Calvary 
is caring for the family. In fact, we have an entire department 
specifically dedicated to caring for family members, with this year 
marking the 10th anniversary of our unique Family Care Center. 
It is all a part of our core value of “non-abandonment” – the 
commitment we make to our patients and their families every 
day. It’s one more reason why Calvary is Where Life Continues. 
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FREE TRIAL
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Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105

718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH

Offering First Steps  
Program for  

4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.

Thank you GuildNet.

A chronic condition can take its toll on more 
than just patients. Lost hours at work, worry 
over doctor visits, helping with meals – the 
list is long, especially if they are visually 
impaired. 

With GuildNet’s Long Term Care Plans, your 
loved ones get the help they need to stay 
safe at home. 

Please call us – we speak your language. 

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220

Mom feels better, 
and our family  
does too. 
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 A group of Bayside High School 
alumni and community members of-
ficially announced last week the cre-
ation of a nonprofit organization to 
unite current students, faculty and 
staff with alumni and the broader com-
munity.

 “Friends of Bayside High School,” 
spearheaded by Chairman Gregg Sulli-
van and Vice Chairman David Solano, 
will first organize around plans for the 
high school’s official 80th Anniversary 
in March 2016 and the celebration to 
follow that May. “The purpose in work-
ing together is to try to provide essen-
tial funding and support the services 
and aims of students in the program, 
because, as you know, the school bud-
gets are constantly being depleted,” 
Solano said.

 Friends of Bayside High School’s 
mission will be to increase gradua-
tion rates and help students network to 
gain college admission, financial aid 
and employment after graduation.

 To kick off the new association, 
Solano and Sullivan will plan events 
and fund-raisers like golf outings lead-
ing up to the high school’s anniversary 

to gain the support of businesses and 
alumni in the community. They plan 
to announce those scheduled events in 
the Community Board 11 newsletter.

 Email friendsofbhs@baysidehigh-
school.org for more information.

 ~Tom Momberg

Two men who won a Richmond 
Hill home in a foreclosure auction are 
charged with illegally forcing a hom-
eowner out of his place and boarding 
up the doors and windows, the Queens 
district attorney said.

Semyon Muratov, 34, and Yuriy  
Munarov, 31, face counts of burglary, 
criminal mischief, criminal trespass 
and unlawful eviction, according to 
the DA’s office. They were scheduled to 
return to court May 5. 

The men, who are both from Queens , 
made a down payment of $25,000 for a 
foreclosed house on 107-25 111th  Street 
on Jan. 9. But without closing the deal, 
the two Forest Hills men are accused 
of trying to trick the 59-year-old hom-
eowner into leaving his house, the DA 
said. But after they could not convince 
him to leave, they returned to the 
house on Jan. 12 and broke the door 
down to get in and the homeowner left 
the house with just a few of his docu-
ments., the DA said.

 Under the foreclosure auction 
rules, Muratov would only get owner-
ship of the house after a closing and a 
transfer of the deed. But even after a 
closing, he would have to go through 
an eviction proceeding, before forcing 
the homeowner out.

“The defendants in this case are ac-
cused of taking the law into their own 
hands and bullying a homeowner into 
vacating his residence so that they 

would not have to deal with a housing 
court eviction proceeding,” DA Rich-
ard Brown said..

The homeowner soon returned to 
the house and to get some more of his 
belongings but could not get in because 
he found the windows and doors com-
pletely boarded up.

“More and more we are seeing in-
dividuals who are dealing with dis-
tressed properties unscrupulously 
taking advantage of the situation to 
benefit themselves,” Brown said. 

BAYSIDE HIGH SCHOOL

Two busted in foreclosure

Alums create BHS org

Christ the King senior, Stephen Lebak, has been selected as a 2015 

National Merit Scholar. The National Merit Scholarship program is an annual 

academic competition that is open to all US High School students. This year, 

over 1.4 million students in more than 22,000 high schools entered the 

competition. Less than 1% of the entrants were selected as finalists; of the 

finalists, approximately 7,600 students are awarded scholarships. 

Stephen has distinguished himself for his accomplishments on the 

Math Team, the Speech & Debate teams, the National Honor Society, and 

the Royal Times school newsletter, for which he is editor. As part of CK’s 

Math Team, Stephen tied for first place in the New York State Mathematics 

Leagues individual competition out of over 4,000 students in 200 participat-

ing high schools. On CK’s Speech & Debate team, Stephen was a national 

and state competition finalist.

Stephen plays the saxophone in the school band. He also demonstrates 

outstanding facility at the art of memorization. The annual Pi contest, which 

is conducted by the CK Math Club, tests students’ ability to memorize digits 

of the value of Pi, which is a non-repeating, non-patterned, infinite series 

of digits. Stephen has memorized more than 400 digits, and recently, has been diligently working on memorizing 

complex algorithms. His competence in mathematics is further evidenced by his perfect grade of 100% in the 

Algebra II/Trigonometry Regents, as well as his perfect grade in the Advanced Placement Calculus course coupled 

with a ranking of 5 (the highest score possible) on the AP Calculus exam, entitling him to college credit. Because of 

his math ability, Stephen advanced from Algebra II/Trigonometry directly to AP Calculus after studying pre-calculus 

during the summer break.

Stephen has been accepted to Northeastern University, University of Virginia, University of Southern California, 

Washington University in St. Louis, SUNY-Albany, and SUNY-Binghamton. He also received a full scholarship to 

Fordham University. 

Principal Peter Mannarino stated, “Stephen Lebak is a very affable, helpful, productive and intelligent young 

man who is liked and admired by his teachers and fellow students. Stephen’s hard work and determination sets an 

example for all students at Christ the King.” 

“We wish Stephen the best of good fortune in all his future endeavors,” concluded Principal Mannarino.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, 
Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice 
Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; 
Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

CK Senior Selected as a 2015 National Merit Scholar

$260’s

Contact Dave Bartolone for more information at 
dbartolone@bakerresidential.com

NNOOWW OOPPEENN!

This is your LAST opportunity to have a walkout basement and 
wooded backyard in this highly sought after section of Maple 

Fields at Wallkill. ONLY 2 UNITS AVAILABLE! 

Prosecutors charged two Forest Hill men 
with ordering the owner of this Richmond 
Hills house out of his home and boarding it 
up after a dubious foreclosure.   

Google Earth
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1-800-BUY-FENCEwww.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

*Some styles do not qualify for discounts. Excludes aluminum. See store for details. Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases. Valid on new installations only. 
Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for 

omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Privacy PVC

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk

Cedar PVC Custom Wood

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The Western Suffolk Area  (631) 760-9791
Serving The New Hyde Park Area  (516) 488-8200

LOWEST PRICES OF THE SEASON!

OVER 250,000 HOMEOWNERS CAN’T BE WRONG!
SHOP NOW FOR EARLY INSTALLATIONS
QUALITY. VALUE. VARIETY. SERVICE.

Free 
“At Home”

Estimates on
New Projects†

& W t S ff lk& W t S fff lk

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

33-3346
richo

Amityville 
& 

Jericho 
Open Sundays 

11am-3pm

WESTBURY, NY, April 17, 2015 - As one of Long Island's 
most trusted sources for jewelry, Esther Fortunoff and her 
team have helped thousands of anxious customers choose 
their most important purchases. With the warmer weather fi-
nally here, Fortunoff Fine Jewelry is preparing to welcome a 
new group of parents proudly planning their daughters' first 
"jewelry occasion".

Ms. Fortunoff, who also operates fortunoffjew-
elry.com, noted, "It's not just the traditional 
spring events. It's also a wonderful time of year 
for a Quinceanera or Sweet Sixteen celebration. 
A well-chosen piece of jewelry can be a gift of 
love and a great way to signify a rite of passage."

"Many parents are excited and a little bit nervous because they 
know their daughters will remember the moment and cherish 
that gift for the rest of their lives. It's important not to go too 

trendy. You should choose some-
thing that is classic and will 
stand the test of time."

Sixteen, “Give your daughter 
something that she can wear at 

her party. A gift 
of classic beau-
ty like a pearl 
necklace or a di-
amond pendant 
will perfectly 
symbolize her 

coming of age and can be worn 
into adulthood.”

"Many parents don't realize how emotional a daughter's first 
jewelry experience can be," says Ms. Fortunoff. "The right gift 
will provide a beautiful memory of your bond for the rest of 
their lives. I still remember when I gave my daughter her Sweet 
Sixteen necklace. At Fortunoff, we enjoying being a small part 
of that big experience."

For more information, visit www.fortunoffjewelry.com.

“A well-chosen piece 
of jewelry is a great 

way to signify a
rite of passage.”

It’s a Wonderful Time of Year for a Quinceañera or Sweet Sixteen Celebration

Esther Fortunoff
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BY TOM MOMBERG

 The city’s Department of 
Environmental Protection 
proposed a 3.24-percent water 
rate increase to the city water 
board in late March, but sever-
al Queens lawmakers are up-
set over yet another expected 
increase for residents.

 The city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
rents the water and sewer in-
frastructure from the city, and 
the water rates are based on 
the price of rent.

 The mayor’s office an-
nounced last week that it 
would reduce from its initial 
projection the net rental pay-
ments to the DEP over the next 
10 years, but it is still propos-
ing a 17.9 percent increase in 
the net rental payments for 
fiscal year 2016, which begins 
July 1.

 The DEP’s proposed 3.24 
percent increase was based on 
previous figures, but has not 
indicated it would make any 
adjustments to the rate based 
on the city’s new projections 

before the water board holds a 
public hearing on the increase 
at the end of April. 

 The DEP could not be 
reached for comment.

 Mayor Bill de Blasio’s ad-
ministration announced it 
wants to eliminate the rental 
payment entirely over the next 
decade, but some lawmakers 
in Queens have criticized de 
Blasio for going back on previ-
ous promises.

 The problem: de Blasio 
won’t even still be in office to 
see the plan through over that 
time frame.

 “What I think he should 
do is plan to stop using the 
rental payments to square 
up the general fund over the 
next three years, not 10,” said 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest).

 When de Blasio was public 
advocate in 2013, he criticized 
the city for increasing rental 
payments the water board 
has to pay the city for rent-
ing its water and sewer infra-
structure every year, using it 
to balance the general fund. 

But de Blasio never followed 
through on his pledge to turn 
it around.

 “The mayor acknowledged 
this, yet he is perpetuating it 
and expanding it,” Lancman 
said. “I don’t think the admin-
istration is committed to truly 
reversing themselves on what 
the net rental payment is in 
the future. 

 The proposed 3.24-percent 
increase from the water board 
is the lowest increase in 10 
years, which DEP estimates 
would increase the average 
family’s water and sewer bills 
from about $1,025 a year to 
$1,058 a year. 

 Still, Lancman said, “it’s 
not a moderate increase; it’s 
still rising faster than the rate 

of inflation, and has always 
outpaced inflation.”

 Most families in the city 
and in Queens are renters 
and may not pay a water bill. 
But rising utility costs also 
affect rental prices. Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
said it also puts an increasing 
financial burden for his con-
stituents who pay some of the 
highest property taxes in the 
country.

 “The ever increasing wa-
ter rates affect all of us,” Val-
lone said. “It is extremely 
disappointing now to see any 
proposed remedy that involves 
subjecting New Yorkers to 
another 10 years of unfairly 
increasing water rates and I 
urge the administration to rec-
ognize this and stop making 
our residents foot the bill.” 

 The existing water rate 
of $9.58 per 100 cubic feet, or 
748 gallons, would increase 
to $9.89 under the proposed 
increase. Along with the rate 
increase, the water board has 
before it a proposal to freeze 

The city water board will vote on a 3.24-percent increase to the water 
rate before the new fiscal year July 1. Photo by Michael Shain

Water rates concern Queens council members
City lawmakers criticize de Blasio over 10-year plan to eliminate net rental payments

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners

Continued on Page 47
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Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about Pre-K for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow

Children born in 2011 are eligible to apply
for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K.

Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877

Overactive Bladder: 
Don’t Let It Get in the Way of an Active Life 

Bladder frequency and urgency, also commonly known 
as overactive bladder (OAB), is a condition affecting 
millions of Americans. It can be found in people who 
have conditions such as diabetes, stroke, dementia, 
Parkinson’s disease and multiple sclerosis, but it may be 
an indication of other diseases or conditions that would 
also warrant medical attention. It commonly appears 
without apparent cause.
 
Some symptoms of OAB include:
•  Urinary urgency, or being unable to postpone the 

need to urinate
•  Frequency of urination, or the need to urinate at 

least eight times per day
•  Urge incontinence, or leakage of urine when one 

gets the urge to urinate
•  Nocturia, or the need to get up and urinate at least 

two times per night

Customized Relief Options
We offer a range of treatments designed to manage most 
symptoms of OAB. Depending on the causes of your 
condition, these may include: 
•  Dietary modifications
•  Very safe and mild medications
•  Physical therapy for the bladder and the pelvic floor
•  Non-invasive surgery — for a small fraction of 

patients when the above options are ineffective

If you think you have a problem, you shouldn’t  
wait. OAB can get in the way of your work, social  
life, relationships, exercise, sleep, and overall  
quality of life. The Smith Institute for Urology  
has resources for men and women who want to  
discuss these symptoms and treatment options with  
a physician. Our urologists and urogynecologists  
are at the national forefront for many non-invasive, 
state-of-the-art procedures to correct incontinence.

If you or a loved one has symptoms of overactive bladder, call (516) 734-8500 today to make an 
appointment with one of our urologists. For more information, visit NorthShoreLIJ.com/Smith.

Overactive bladder (OAB) is a very common condition, but many people have trouble discussing it with their  
doctor because of embarrassment, a lack of knowledge about treatment options and the misconception that it is  
a “normal” part of aging. Farzeen Firoozi, MD, urologist specializing in Female Pelvic Medicine and Reconstructive 
Surgery at the Arthur Smith Institute for Urology, part of North Shore-LIJ Health System, discusses what you  
need to know about this condition. 
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

The time for debating has 
ended over plans to transfer 
the burden of transporting 
goods from trucks to freight 
trains across New York Har-
bor  and the effects it would 
have on the Glendale-Maspeth 
area, where there are many 
train tracks. 

Over the years, the Port 
Authority has tried to come up 
with a solution to get trucks 
off commercial roads and the 
most recent plans are known 
as the Cross Harbor Freight 
Program. During the public 
discussion period, which end-
ed in March, residents and law-
makers from the area around 
Fresh Pond Rail Terminal and 
the Maspeth Yard argued that 
increased train traffic would 
create more noise and sound 
pollution.

“The outdated tracks and 
locomotives at the terminal 
produce excessive noise late 
at night, vibrations that have 
been known to damage homes, 
and harmful air pollution 
that spews into the surround-
ing residential communities,” 

Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
wrote in a letter to the director 
of the project, Mark Hoffer. 

According to the Port Au-
thority’s schedule, the agency 
will incorporate such com-
ments and concerns into creat-
ing a final Environmental Im-
pact Study this spring followed 
by a decision in the summer. 

Along with the proposal to 
transfer reliance from trucks 
to trains, the Authority of-
fered 10 proposals that consist 
of both rail tunnel and water 
options to move goods across 
New York Harbor. Rail tun-
nel options can take anywhere 
from 111,000 to 157,000 trucks 
off the road daily in New York 
and New Jersey, while water 
options are estimated to take 
17,000 to 30,000 trucks off the 
road daily, according to the 
Port Authority.

And getting trucks off the 
road, the Port Authority ar-
gues, would help reduce traffic 
and pollution. In a study, the 
authority found that over 90 
percent of freight crossing be-
tween the west and east of the 
Hudson River is transported 

by trucks. 
The study continues, 

“Trucks hauling freight in 
the region share an extensive 

highway and roadway system 
with passenger cars, buses, 
and other non-freight vehicles. 
This condition contributes to 

extensive traffic congestion 
on roadways.” 

The study traces most of 
the traffic congestion that 
commuters associate with 
rush hour back to trucks us-
ing roads to move goods across 
the area. 

But residents and elected 
officials in surrounding neigh-
borhoods contend that the 
tunnel and train plans would 
greatly reduce their quality of 
life because of increased train 
traffic passing through Fresh 
Pond Rail Yard. And while 
residents wait for the Port 
Authority to make a decision, 
they are also preparing to re-
sist the plans. 

“Even if this plan gets ap-
proved, we will continue to 
point out what needs to be 
addressed,” said state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo (D- Howard 
Beach) “This is going to be a 
long haul. It’s definitely not a 
sprint. It’s a marathon.” 

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Politicians in western Queens worry if the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey expands the rail or builds a multimodal system 
for delivering freight, it will mean more truck traffic in the area.  

Photo by Christina Santucci

Debate over controversial train plans ends
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* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 2/1/15 – 4/25/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate 

will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance 

and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service is only a phone call away.

A brilliant way to use natural light.

FEBRUARY 1 – APRIL 25, 2015

SAVE $100*
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BY BILL PARRY

Looking to combat the alarming 
rise of measles and pertussis in tod-
dlers, state Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) introduced legislation Mon-
day that would encourage vaccinations 
following one of the worst seasons for 
deadly infectious diseases in recent 
memory. The bill would require any 
parent or guardian seeking an exemp-
tion from compulsory vaccinations to 
provide a physician’s affidavit to their 
children’s school stating that the phy-
sician discussed the risks of such a de-
cision with the parent or guardian.

“The science clearly indicates that 
vaccinations are the safest and most ef-
fective way to prevent the spread of se-
rious illness in our children,” Gianaris 
said. “At a time when measles and per-
tussis outbreaks are at their worst 
levels in decades and a disturbingly 
growing numbers of parents are choos-
ing not to vaccinate their children, it 
is critical that we educate people about 
the health benefits of vaccinations.”

State law requires that public 
schoolchildren be immunized against 
a number of highly contagious dis-
eases, including polio, measles and 
mumps. Parents can apply for an ex-
emption based on religious grounds 
or for medical reasons if a vaccination 
would harm the child’s health.

In recent months controversy sur-
rounding the anti-vaccination move-
ment reached all-time highs as the 
United States experienced the worst 

outbreak of measles in 20 years and 
the worst of pertussis, also known as 
whooping cough, in 70 years. Gianaris’ 
bill seeks to ensure that parents are 
properly informed about the benefits of 
vaccination and make all New Yorkers 
safer from infectious disease.

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria), who is expected to sponsor 
the legislation in the state Assembly, 
says her child is current on all vac-
cines. “Parents should have the most 
up-to- date, medically accurate infor-
mation especially when making deci-
sions about their children’s care,” she 
said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

A new bill would require parents or guard-
ians seeking child immunization exemp-
tions to provide a physicians sign-off stat-
ing that they were informed of the risks. 

Damian Dovarganes/AP

Gianaris draws up bill
on vaccine safety for kids409094
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 RIDGEWOOD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

 OVER 
 200

 MERCHANTS & 
 VENDORS

 Children’s Rides

 INTERNATIONAL 
 FOODS

 &
 ENTERTAINMENT

 Sun., April  1 9 th Sun., April  1 9 th

                     1 2 pm - 6pm                     1 2 pm - 6pm

 Vintage Buses 
 In Cooperation  w ith 

 MTA/NYTC
 12  p m - 6  p m

 SHOP 
 MYRTLE 
 AVENUE

 Wyckoff Ave. to Stephen St.

MYRTLE AVENUEMYRTLE AVENUE MYRTLE AVENUE
FOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUEFOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUE FOREST AVENUE TO WYCKOFF AVENUE

CLEARVIEW FESTIVAL PRODUCTIONS - (646) 230-0489 CLEARVIEW FESTIVAL PRODUCTIONS - (646) 230-0489
“QUEENS LARGEST STREET FESTIVAL PRODUCTION COMPANY” “QUEENS LARGEST STREET FESTIVAL PRODUCTION COMPANY”

 Visit the new Ridgewood website:    www.Ridgewood-NY.com

ENTERTAINMENT SPONSORS: 

CORPORATE SPONSORS:
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

JAMAICA HONORS ITS WWII VETS Photos by Nat Valentine

FOR 80, BAYSIDE TIMES, YOU LOOK MAH-VELOUS! Photos by Michael Shain

Emmogene James of the North 
Shore Animal League and Kathy 
Wenk, our senior account ex-
ecutive, renew a long-standing 
friendship at the party. 

They are all smiles for the Bayside Times' 80th birthday party at Bourbon Street on 
Bell Boulevard, including (l to r)  Council member Mark Weprin, Jennifer Goodstein, 
Queens Economic Development's Rob MacKay and Les Goodstein. 

Denise Fetonte (l), director of development for St. Agnes 
Academic High School, Marikate Roessel, office manager for 
Daniel Gale Sotheby’s International Realty, took over a cor-
ner with TimesLedger Account Executive Suzanne Green.  

Council member Mark Weprin and Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein helped celebrate the Bayside Times' 80th anni-
versary at Bourbon Street.  

State Sen. Tony Avella (far left) presents us with an offi-
cial Proclamation for eight decades of service. Accepting is 
(from r to l) CNG CEO Les Goodstein, TimesLedger publisher 
Brian Rice and CNG President Jennifer Goodstein.    

David Solano of the Bayside Business Association and Roz 
Liston, editor of the TimesLedger Newspapers (including 
the Bayside Times), chat about the paper's long and vital 
history. 

World War II vet Leroy Cox, who recently turned 100, stands 
to accept the NAACP's Jamacia chapter's recognition at a 
salute to African-American veterans.  

Marcus Samuels, a 101-year-old veteran of the Second World 
War, was honored at the NAACP's "Lest We Forget" celebra-
tion at Mt. Olivet Baptist Church. 

Julius Freeman, one of the original Tuskegee Airmen, is 
dressed in his orginal, World War II uniform for the Jamaica 
NAACP’s Founder’s Day Celebration.
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org

Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY 
April 26th

Noon to 3PM

FREE Door To Door Transportation 

    from Queens

    on Children’s Faces

Beautiful Campus conveniently located close 

to the LI Expressway in Nassau County

 Your child deserves a 
very special summer!
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BY BILL PARRY

More than a hundred par-
ents of students at PS 143 in 
Corona joined state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
to call on authorities to do 
something about the chronic 
overcrowding at the school. 
Originally designed to ac-
commodate 900 students, the 
elementary school has nearly 
double that enrollment with 
closed to 1,800 students.

Peralta is proposing the 
building of a permanent addi-
tion to the school that would 
replace a mini building and six 
temporary classroom units.

“No child should be educat-
ed in a trailer,” he said. “Es-
pecially in 21st century New 
York City, to have kids learn-
ing in trailers is just unthink-
able and it must stop.”

The overcrowding at the 
school at 34-74 113th St. is so 
acute some students are forced 
to have lunch as early as 9:50 
a.m. and a large number of stu-
dents have been moved to an 

annex at 98th Street and 38th 
Avenue.

Peralta proposed his plan 
for an annex to the Department 
of Education two years ago 
and was told that something 
had to be done to alleviate 
the overcrowding but that the 
land where the building would 
go belongs to the Parks and 
Recreation Department. Last 
April, Peralta was informed 
that Parks and the School 

Construction Authority would 
work together to address the 
open space requirement.

“As of today, there has been 
no response to the proposal 
and obviously no action has 
been taken,” Peralta said. “I 
understand there’s the need 
for a recreational area, but PS 
143 is atypical of schools in my 
community in that there is a 
good deal of open recreational 
space on its grounds and im-
mediately nearby.”

Parents are concerned 
that their children are learn-
ing in classrooms with more 
than 30 students. “We need 
this annex,” PTA President 
Angelica Salgado said. “Our 
kids deserve better. If this new 
building becomes a reality, I 
am sure the academic achieve-
ments of our kids will improve 
because there would be less 
students in the classroom.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at ps or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The son of City Council-
man I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans) was arrested and 
charged with assault, crimi-
nal mischief, resisting arrest, 
harassment and menacing 
last Friday after an alleged 
road rage incident, according 
to the Queens district attor-
ney’s office.

Around 7 p.m. 31-year-old 
Coron Miller allegedly got 
into a dispute near the inter-
section of 150th Avenue and 
148th Street near John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport, 
according to the criminal 
complaint filed by the DA. 

The complaint said Coron 
Miller got out of the driver’s 
seat and approached another 
driver, Jose Nieves, inside 
his vehicle at a red light and 
allegedly punched him in the 
face twice and grabbed his 
shirt, causing it to rip while 
threatening to stab the driv-
er.

The arresting officer from 
the 113th Precinct stated Cor-
on Miller “flailed his arms to 

avoid being handcuffed and 
placed under arrest, ” the 
complaint said.

On Tuesday, the city coun-
cilman, a former MTA bus 
driver and union leader, said 
the accusations being made 
in the news were dubious.

 “Some of the facts are dis-
putable. My advice would be 
to take the higher road and 
work things out,” Miller said 
before a  City Council hear-
ing on foreclosures. “The 
two people here need to work 
things out, whether it is con-
flict resolution or whatever 
solution.” 

In addition to the charges,  
Judge Elisa Koenderman at 
Queens Criminal Court is-
sued an order of protection 
ordering Miller to have no 
contact with Nieves. 

Miller’s son, who was re-
leased on recognizance, was 
due to appear in court June 
9. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

AARP gives you the information to 
help care for your loved ones, just like 
they did with you once. You don’t have 
to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for 
help. Visit our website or call now to 
get practical health and wellness tips 
to provide even better care for those 
who once took care of you.
We provide you information to 
give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

State Sen.  Jose Peralta led about 
100 parents from Corona’s Public 
School 143, The Louis Armstrong 
Elementary School, in a call to 
build a permanent addition to re-
lieve overcrowding at the school. 

Photo courtesy of State Sen. Peralta

Councilman responds 
to son’s road rage bust

Peralta calls for new annex
to be built at Corona school



TIMESLEDGER, APRIL 17–23, 2015 29  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

FLIP

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The city’s participatory budgeting 
vote for neighborhoods in Jamaica, 
St. Albans, Hollis, Cambria Heights, 
Queens Village, Addisleigh Park, and 
Springfield Gardens will come to an 
end this Sunday. 

Participatory budgeting allows 
communities to directly decide how 
to spend part of a public budget. This 
year 24 City Council members gave 
residents the chance to choose how $25 
million in taxpayer money will be al-
located as part of their capital discre-
tionary funds. 

“We are very excited to engage all 
facets of our community and empower 
citizens in this manner, including 
those who have previously been dis-
enfranchised,” said Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St.Albans). “This is 
an opportunity to give all individuals 
a chance to become stakeholders and 
have a voice in the betterment and en-
hancement of our community’s capital 
investment. There is no greater vehicle 
galvanizing local communities today 
than participatory budgeting.”

Miller said the district will receive 
$1 million and the community votes 
will determine where and how that 
money will be spent. 

The projects looking for funding 
have been proposed by area residents, 
vetted by city agencies and are ready to 
be funded, should they receive enough 
votes during the participatory budget-
ing voting week. 

In southeast Queens, the top three 
most expensive projects proposed with 
pricetags of more than $400,000  are 
Roy Wilkins Park Enhancement, road 
resurfacing, and the St. Albans basket-
ball court. 

The dominating proposals were ac-
ademic. An estimated 17 public schools 
have sent in proposals that price range 
from $35,000 to $160,000 for mostly tech-
nological upgrades such as laptops, 
desktops, Smart Boards and overhead 
projectors.  

Overall, there are 24 districts 
 across the city which will be a part of 
the participatory budgeting vote, and 
nine Queens districts participating in 
the public budget vote. 

The ballot of projects will be avail-
able in Bengali, Creole, and Spanish in 
addition to English.

The last day to vote for the city’s 
participatory budgeting will be Sun-
daybetween 12-5 p.m. at the Jamaica 
Performing Arts Center on Jamaica 
Avenue. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Councilman I. Daneek Miller brings aware-
ness on participatory budget voting across 
Jamaica which ends April 19. File Photo

Ed wishes dominate
SE Qns budget votes

shopping centers. 
There are more than 100,000 resi-

dents in the precinct’s area, according 
to Chrissy Voskerichian, president of 
the precinct’s community council. 

So far, there are about 700 users reg-
istered on the website. 

Issues raised on the website include 
a larger police presence, alcohol, loiter-
ing, speeding, stop sign violations and 
more interaction between residents 
and precinct officers.

Voskerichian said she is organizing 
a meeting with civic leaders and elect-
ed officials or their representatives. 

“We get dozens of comments every 
single day,” Voskerichian said in an in-

terview with TimesLedger. 
Pauline Murray, president of the 

Flushing chapter of the National Con-
gress of Black Women, expressed con-
cerns about the lack of the diversity 
of the audience and limited access for 
individuals with disabilities.

But she said the program is in its 
beginning stages.

“This is in experimental stage so 
you have to give them the benefit of the 
doubt,” Murray said. 

Voskerichian said she could not 
speak to how long the pilot phase would 
last, but said it is a work in progress. 

“There’s a lot of engagement, there’s 
a lot of interaction,” she said. “We just 
have to really remember that the 109 is 
the pilot for this.”

Continued from Page 2 

109th Pct.
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WE ARE OPEN LATE! WE ARE OPEN LATE! 

 FIND YOUR PERFECT FIND YOUR PERFECT

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A  
OVER 3,000 CARSOVER 3,000 CARS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

20k miles, Stk#3788

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2012 Mercedes E350, 20k 11628 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Acura TL, 17k 7918 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes C300, 14k  3824 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

*Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be applied to advertised cars. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY
RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY!

 MATCH WITH MATCH WITH

CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

43k miles, Stk#3793

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k  8314 $6,995
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

TO CHOOSE FROM!TO CHOOSE FROM!
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Borough Beat PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Outside the Parkside Memorial Chapel in Forest Hills, there 
is an impromptu caucus of mid-borough legislators, (l to 
r) Council members Karen Koslowitz,Julissa Ferraras and 
Assemblyman Michael Simanowitz.  

Borough President Melinda Katz (l) and her deputy, Malva 
Miller (c), arrive at the funeral for longtime Queens Chamber 
of Commerce President Jack Friedman.  

Lori Friedman, widow of the late president of the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce, is comforted by a family friend af-
ter the funeral service.   

State Sen. Leroy Comrie and an aide leave the funeral for 
the popular president of the Queen Chamber of Commerce, 
on Queens Boulevard.   

City Council member Mark Weprin with wife Jennifer greet 
other mourners as they arrive.   

Congresswoman Grace Meng knew Friedman from his years 
promoting small business in Flushing. 

Public Adovcate Letitia James (r) and Council member I. 
Daneek Miller head up the Southeast Queens contingent at 
the funeral.   

Assemblyman David Weprin is among the first to arrive and 
the last to leave the funeral.  

Rory Lancman, coucil member from Fresh Meadows, runs 
into friends after the standing-room-only funeral.  
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COVER THE 
WORLD AROUND YOU

LIU Brooklyn’s Department of Journalism and Communications Studies emphasizes  
ethics, journalistic inquiry, entrepreneurial skills, and professional practice while a faculty  
of award-winning journalists and media leaders bring their experience and expertise from  
the newsroom into the classroom, preparing students to become leaders in the industry.  
LIU Brooklyn students graduate ready for the fast changing news media ahead of them.

Apply today. 
liu.edu/bkjournalism

Polk Awards
For more than 60 years,  
Long Island University  
has proudly presented  
the George Polk Awards  
in Journalism, the �rst major 
award of its kind to recognize 
reporting across all media.
polkawards.org

Are you looking for a 
place to dance? If you are 
part of the baby boomer 
generation, then you 
know that there aren’t 
very many places where 
you can find great music 
and a good atmosphere to 
enjoy a night out.  Times 
are changing. 

This Friday, April 17th 
Baby Boomers Dance 
Parties comes alive at P-
Twelve in Lynbrook.  The 
event series, founded by 
president and host, Mike 
Franco, is creating events 
a spectacular night for 
adults 50 plus who are 
young at heart and love 
the great sounds from the 
60’s, 70’s and 80s’s 

Under the musical di-
rection of DJ Bigg Higg, 
a 35-year entertainment 
professional, whose career 
history spans spinning 
records at such renowned 
70’s hot spots including 
the Copacabana and Stu-
dio 54, dancegoers are 

transported back in time 
to the vibrancy of their 
youth.   The evening’s set 
list includes great music 
reminiscent of the days 
of American Bandstand 
and Soul Train.  From 
The Twist to the Hustle, 
the dance floor will come 
alive.

If you prefer to just sit 
back and soak in the sights 
and sounds, P-Twelve is 
a great space to just sit 

back and enjoy the mu-
sic, great food and drinks. 
With ample confortable 
seating, this venue caters 
to anyone looking for a 
hassle free way to get out 
and enjoy a night out with 
friends.

Mike Franco, founder 
of Baby Boomers Dance 
Parties, said “We wanted 
to create a solution for 
people who love to dance 
and believe there should 

be a place where vibrant 
50+ adults can come out 
and enjoy themselves 
on a regular basis.” Mr. 
Franco continued, “ I was 
tired of waiting for that 
next theme night or family 
event before I could dance 
to the music that I love so 
much. Whether you’re a 
couple who loves to dance, 
or single and looking to 
meet up with other like-
minded adults, we believe 

our dance parties are go-
ing to be an opportunity 
to socialize in a great 

To experience a great 
night out join Mike and 
Baby Boomers Dance 
Parties April 17, 2015 at 
P Twelve Caterings and 
Events located at 12 Wat-
kins Street, Lynbrook NY.  
8pm- 1am.  Admission $10. 
Free Parking.  For more in-
formation visit: www.baby-
boomersdanceparties.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Baby Boomers Dancing The Night Away
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BY BILL PARRY

The first phase of renovations of 
the outdoor amenities at LeFrak City, 
in Corona, is complete just in time for 
spring. 

Elected officials and community 
leaders joined Jamie LeFrak, the pres-
ident of the 20-building complex, at a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony for the open-
ing of the newly revamped West Court-
yard April 7.

“Exciting changes are underway 
at LeFrak City, and this is just the tip 
of the iceberg,” LeFrak said. Within 
two years the ongoing multimillion-
dollar capital improvement program 
will bring renovations to lobbies, mail 
rooms, facades, laundry rooms, eleva-
tors and garages, but for now the nearly 
40,000-square-foot space is considered 
to be a milestone.

The courtyard has been freshly 
landscaped with an array of trees and 
shrubs, paved walkways and a seating 
area with benches and picnic tables. It 
also features two multi-purpose ath-
letic courts equipped to accommodate 

a wide array of sports, including bas-
ketball and tennis.

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) called the first phase of 
renovation a “new beginning” follow-
ing two tragic incidents in the last half 
year: the fatal shooting of Brandee 
Anastasia Massey, a pregnant mother 
of four in November, and a New Year’s 
Eve fire that claimed the lives of three 
family members.

Assemblyman Jeffrion L. Aubry goes for 
the layup on the new courtyard.  

Photo courtesy of LeFrak City/Mark Wyville

LeFrak’s renovation
of courtyard complete

FACEBOOK.COM/
KORMEDSPA

@THEKOR 
MEDISPA

@THEKOR 
MEDISPA
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 NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License 
#: H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County License#:H-11942-07-00-00.

SAVE 20% 

SAVE 20% 

SAVE 20% 

NONONO
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COMPLETE MEDICARE-MEDICAID BENEFITS.
$0 COST.
AND THAT’S NOT EVEN THE BEST PART.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE  

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete, 
the CHOICE health plan that combines all 
the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid in 
a single plan. It provides all the services 
and support you need to live safely and 
independently at home – at zero cost to 
you. And here’s the best part: it’s from 
the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
������
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

VNSNY CHOICE
FIDA Complete
(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health planthat combines Medicare and Medicaid benefi ts for people who need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York

H8490_AD_MM Approved 12162014
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Leave it to Queens artist 
Yvonne Shortt and her cre-
ative Long Island City-based 

nonprofit Rego Park Green Al-

liance Studio to come up with 
another project that combines 
art and activism. 

Over in Sunnyside, RPGA 
has set up shop in an empty 
storefront to spread what it 
believes are important social 
messages in an artistic man-
ner. 

The project involved ask-
ing about 150 people what they 
willing to do for someone they 
love.

Yellow paper is decorated 
with some of the answers in 
a free-flowing design that fill 
the vacant store’s two window 
panels and its glass door. 

RPGA board member Tessa 

Kennedy approached the com-
mercial space’s owner, who 
was having trouble renting 
the spot at 39-11 47th Ave. with 
the studio’s idea. 

They told the owner that 
they would install a thought-
provoking, artistic piece that 
reflects positive action and 
would involve community 
members and schoolchildren. 

“A closed gate with graffiti 
on it doesn’t necessarily send 
the message that people want 
to  have in that community,” 
Shortt said. “He loved the idea 
and said he was excited to help 
make something happen that 

Continued on Page 44
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ART IS THE

WORDWORD
Rego Park Green 

Alliance Studio brings 
residents together 
in latest Sunnyside 

installation

Artist Yvonne Shortt (c.) and members of her Rego Park Green Alliance Studio stand in front of the Sunnyside store that is housing their latest community art project.  Photo courtesy RPGA Studio
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PRODUCTIONS

“Red Noses” — Peter Barnes’ comedy about 
a monk who travels plague-affected villages in 
14th century France practicing his own brand of 
laughter-is-the-best-medicine treatment has been 
transported to modern-day New York City.  
When: Through April 19
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15 - $25
Contact: (866) 811-4111
Website: www.spoontheater.org

“Sanco: A Guyanese Thriller” — The 
American-Caribbean Theatre Alliance presents 
an original play about a murder in Guyana and 
the racial tensions it creates between Afro- and 
Indo-Guyanese residents. 
When: Through April 19
Where: The Springfi eld Gardens Church of 
Christ, 144-04 Farmers Blvd., Springfi eld 
Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 551-7468
Website: www.actashows.com

“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” — Dale 
Wasserman’s stage adaptation of Ken Kessey’s 
subversive novel set in a mental hospital pits 
the life-affi rming hero, R. P. McMurphy, against 
arguably one of modern literature’s greatest 

antagonist, Nurse Ratched. 
When: Through April 25
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-28 45th Road, 
Long Island City
Cost: $18, $15/LIC residents, seniors and students
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.variationstheatregroup.com

“Othello” — Titan Theatre Co. presents an 
all-female version of Shakespeare’s tragedy 
about jealousy, betrayal and vengeance. 
When: April 17 to May 2
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations Ave. 
South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.titantheatrecompany.com

“Lucky Stiff” — The fi rst collaboration by 
Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty (“Ragtime,” 
“Seussical the Musical”) is a farce based on the 
novel “The Man Who Broke the Bank at Monte 
Carlo” plays Maggie’s Little Theatre. 
When: Friday, April 17 at 8 pm; Saturday, April 18 
at 2 pm and 8 pm; Sunday, April 19 at 2:30 pm
Where: St. Margaret Parish Hall, 66-05 79th 
Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, $12/children 11 
and under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.maggieslittletheater.org

Continued on Page 40

Answers in Sports

ueens
Chamber of Commerce
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Cruising along Northern 
Boulevard, we noticed a sign 
proclaiming Korean Cajun 
Cuisine on the Little Neck 
building with the faux Tudor 
façade.  This piqued our imagi-
nation.  Is this a new culinary 
marriage like Tex-Mex or In-
dian Chinese?  

What would constitute 
such a collaboration?  Soondae 
jumbalaya?  Dirty rice bim-
bimbap?  Kimchee gumbo?  

The answer turned out to 
be none of the above.

ITZ Fire opened its petite 
quarters in November.  Its 
logo, and presumably mascot, 
is an aproned crawfish hold-
ing a beer mug in one claw 
and chili pepper in the other, 
sporting an evil grin.  Its slo-
gan is “Cajun meets Korean 
flair.”  The only identifiably 
Cajun category on the menu is 
the boiled seafood.  The beer 
menu is more of a hybrid, offer-

ing two types of Abita, a New 
Orleans brew, on tap, some 
commonly offered domestic 
and imported bottles, and soju 
(Korean spirits).

The rest of the menu is 
Korean.  We asked our server 
what the Korean-Cajun con-
nection was.  

He confided that the owner 
ate in a Cajun restaurant in 

Las Vegas and loved it, and 
wanted to have some Cajun on 
the menu.  He assured us that 
more Cajun dishes were in the 
works.  Cross pollination of 
the two cuisines does not seem 
to be being considered.

Putting aside the idea of 
a new fusion cuisine, there’s 
some tasty casual fare to be 
had here.  The menu is divided 

into small plates and mains, 
with some excellent Korean 
snack foods in the former cat-
egory.  Summer rolls were two 
rice paper burrito-sized rolls 
packed with raw vegetables, 
ham, shrimp and egg with a 
pleasingly tart sauce.  

Bulgogi rolls also shined.  
They are thin sliced rib eye 
rolled up with fresh veg-
etables, and drenched in a 
Korean-inspired brown sauce.  
Another small plate, Bacono 
Rolls, consisting of chopped 
chicken breast stuffed jalap-
eno pepper, wrapped in bacon 
was less successful.  We liked 
the idea of the bacon wrapped 
jalapeno, but the chicken stuff-
ing was tasteless and mealy.

Of the mains, the seafood 
clearly gets star billing.  The 
choices are crawfish, crab, or 
mussels.  

The management here 
seems to believe serving them 
in a plastic bag with sauce 
makes them certifiably Ca-
jun.  We opted for the obvious 
choice, crawfish with a side of 
corn sharing the bag.  

Summer rolls at ITZ Fire are filled with raw vegetables, ham, shrimp and 
egg.  Photo by Suzanne Parker

Head to Little Neck y’all for Korean-Cajun fare
ITZ Fire serves up a melange of tastes from the Far East as well as the American South

Continued on Page 44

DINING OUT IF YOU GO
ITZ Fire

242-03 Northern Blvd.
Little Neck

(347) 408-4802
www.itzfi re.com

Price Range: Small Plates: 
$8 - $10, Mains: $11- $14
Cuisine: Mostly Korean with 
Cajun style seafood.
Setting: Small, plainly 
decorated.
Service: Friendly, effi cient, 
fl uent in English.
Hours: Tuesday - Thursday 
and Sunday, 3 p.m. - 11 p.m.; 
Friday and Saturday, 3 p.m.- 
midnight,  Closed Monday
Reservations: No
Alcohol: Beer, wine and soju
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual
Children: Welcome
Music: No
Takeout: Yes
Delivery: Grub Hub
Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Noisy when busy.
Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: No

 Jessica 
Lang 
Dance

Making their Queens Theatre 
debut, JESSICA LANG DANCE 
brilliantly transforms classical 
ballet language into artfully 
crafted contemporary works. 
Hailed as “A master of visual 
composition” by “Dance 
Magazine,” the company 
seamlessly weaves mysterious 
music and striking design 
elements to create fearless, 
deeply emotional work.  

 “Completely original, 
and performed with 
pristine technique.” 
-Broadwayworld.com 
 
April 25 & 26
Saturday at 2pm & 8pm, 
Sunday at 3pm
Single Tickets: $42 
Member price: $38 
Rear seating: $25
Box Office: 718.760.0064 
www.queenstheatre.org
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I
’m at the Museum of the 

Moving Image, it’s April 
1, but no foolin’, the Asto-

ria Performing Arts Cen-

ter is holding its annual gala.  
APAC has been around for 14 
years and, by measure of 28 
New York Innovative Theatre 
Award nominations and six 
wins so far, leads the pack of 
the growing number of theater 
companies in Queens.  

Its offices are at the Kauf-

man Astoria Studios with 
performing space in the Good 

Shepherd United Methodist 

Church.  Offering free annual 
programs for children, stu-
dents and seniors, APAC is in 
solid with the Western Queens 
community.

The gala honorees are 
Jimmy Van Bramer, major-
ity leader of the New York City 
Council and a lifelong Queens 
resident, and Ted Chapin, the 
president of the organization 
that manages and controls the 
creative output of Richard 

Rodgers and Oscar Ham-

merstein II, as well as work 
of others, including Irving 

Berlin.
Councilman Van Bramer 

is an active supporter and 
advocate for the arts.  He rec-
ognizes the well-documented 
economic benefits of our cul-
tural pursuits, and stresses 
that they’re good for the soul 
and our quality of life.  Per-

haps he will be the politician 
who takes the lead in estab-
lishing more theater venues in 
Queens.  Melinda Katz, take 
notice!

Among the gala attendees 
are Taryn Sacramone, for-
mer dynamic executive direc-
tor of APAC, now busy with 
the trials and tribulations 
of the Queens Theatre, and 
Tom Wojtunik, APAC’s most 
recent brilliant artistic direc-
tor, who’s still looking for the 
next big thing.  Yes, you can 
go home again.  Several APAC 
regulars perform for the 
guests, proving all remains 
well in Astoria.  Its next show, 
Stephen Sondheim’s “Mer-
rily We Roll Along,” runs from 
April 30 to May 23.  Although 
not well received on Broadway 
in its original 1981 version, the 
musical is a cult favorite for us 

Sondheim fans, has some of 
his best songs, and is not to be 
missed.

By the way, if you haven’t 
recently visited the Museum 
of the Moving Image, it’s big-
ger and better than ever, fol-
lowing its expansion four 
years ago.  Its current major 
exhibition is all about televi-
sion’s “Mad Men,” coinciding 
with the final episodes of the 
hit retro-drama.

You theater people know 
that the play’s the thing, so 
if you are a playwright, pub-
lished or would-be, try your 
luck with the Thespis The-

ater Festival.  Running from 
June 15 through Aug. 31, with 
submissions required by 
June 1, there is a top prize of 
$3,500 for Best Play, as well as 
acting and directing awards.  
Information can be found at 

thespisnytheaterfestival.

com. 
For you producers and 

theater groups out there, 
Theater Resources Unlim-

ited, along with The Players 

Theatre in Greenwich Vil-
lage, host a panel discussion, 
April 23, called “Secrets of 
Successful Not-for-Profits: 
How to Keep Your Theater 
Company Going and Grow-
ing.”  It sounds like it’s worth 
the $12 admission price.  TRU 
is a good organization to be 
aware of – it helps producers, 
emerging theater companies, 
and all theater people “to 
understand and navigate the 
business of theater”.  And, as 
we know, there’s no business 
like show business.

Contact Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com.

Theater lovers gather to celebrate APAC 
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

“My Mother’s Italian, My 
Father’s Jewish, and I’m Still 
in Therapy” — Steve Solomon’s 

new comedy is a prequel to the 
original, taking audiences back to 
his childhood and all the quirks 
that came with it.
When: April 18, at 2 pm and 8 pm; 
and April 19, at 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, Flushing 

Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $35
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“Lost in Yonkers” — Neil Simon’s 
Pulitzer-prize winning play about 
two teenage boys forced to move to 

Yonkers with their grandmother and 
mentally challenged aunt. 
When: April 24 - May 3
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Building T4, Ft. 
Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors and 
children

Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

Theater
Continued from Page 38 

Annual Real Estate Breakfast
LIC Development Boom: Present Value, Future Impact

A look at current projects, market influences, and the long term impact on the LIC landscape.

Wednesday, April 22 • 8:30am-10am
The Learning Center at ConEd

43-82 Vernon Boulevard • Long Island City

David Brause - Brause Realty Inc. (Moderator)
Matthew Baron - Simon Baron Development

Jon Caplan - Jones Lang LaSalle
David Dishy - L+M Development Partners

Seble Tareke Williams - Emmes Asset Management Company
Media Sponsor: TimesLedger

To purchase tickets and for membership information, 
visit www.licpartnership.org or call 718-786-5300 x21 

$50 for members • $75 for non-members

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Literature is littered with the noble 
but flawed character who attempts to 
right a wrong by attacking the hy-
pocrisy or deceitfulness of those in 
power. 

Sometimes they win. 
But just as often these heroes fail 

and wind up paying the ultimate price 
for their disobedience. 

In Variations Theatre Group’s pro-
duction of Dale Wasserman’s “One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,” the 
charming, but deeply flawed R. P. Mc-
Murphy — played to manic perfection 
by Kirk Gostkowski — arrives at an 
unnamed mental hospital and quickly 
tries to change the tyrannical condi-
tions the patients deal with on a daily 
basis.

And that tyranny comes in the 
form of Nurse Ratched, who runs her 
ward with strict discipline and pas-
sive aggressive behavior toward her 
charges. 

Nurse Ratched appears all sweet-
ness and light, but it becomes clear 
from the onset that if you dig a little 
deeper you will discover a angry, dis-
turbed individual who gets off on the 

power she wields over the men she is 
supposed to be helping. 

The play quickly dissolves into a 
battle of wills and wits between Mc-

Murphy and Ratched as each charac-
ter’s victory in the numerous battles 
leads the other to ratchet up the crazi-
ness in the struggle for control. 

“You must follow the rules,” Nurse 
Ratched says to McMurphy at one 
point. To which he replies, “That is 
what someone always tells me when 
I’m thinking of breaking them.”

As Nurse Ratched, Leigh Anne 
West owns this production. 

Looking prim and proper — and 
even a little mousey at first — West 
shows us who’s in charge without ever 
raising her voice or getting a hair out 
of place. Her methodical plan to de-
stroy McMurphy — whose only crime 
appears to be questioning Nurse 
Ratched’s methods — is carried out 
in her orderly and well documented 
manner. 

West speaks volumes with a  unset-
tling glance or quick turn of her head 
that keeps everyone on the defensive. 

Overall, the entire cast does a good 
job, from the sadistic orderlies to the 
other patients, but a few take things to 
another level. 

Mark A. Keeton, as the effeminate 
patient Harding, provides plenty of 
laughs, but is always in on the joke. He 
is in charge until McMurphy shows 
up, because he understands his place 
in the pecking order and doesn’t make 

You’re not crazy, this is one incredible production
 Chain Theatre’s Variations Theatre Group soars with ‘One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest’ 

Mark A. Keeton (l. to r.), Michael Selkirk, Kirk Gostkowski, Sean MacBride Murray, Victor 
Albaum and Constantin Tripes reheare a scene from “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.” 

Photo courtesy Matt Wells
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Our 2015 Season begins April 24th

Over 20 years of serving you!
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Continued on Page 44



42    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, APR. 17–23, 2015 TL

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Astoria Performing 
Arts Center threw a party ear-
lier this month to honor two 
men who have made a commit-
ment to the arts in New York 
City and Queens. 

City Councilman and Ma-
jority Leader Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and Ted 
Chapin, president of Rodgers 
& Hammerstein — the organi-
zation that controls the rights 
to the Broadway legends’ mu-
sicals — were recognized at 
APAC’s annual gala held at the 
Museum of the Moving Image 
in Astoria. 

“The Museum of the Mov-
ing Image is  a wonderful ven-
ue, and a fitting place to cele-
brate APAC with our friends,” 
Mackenzi Farquer, APAC 
board member and chairwom-
an of the gala committee, said. 
“The funds we raise with the 
event will go to support our 
current season, including our 
upcoming production of ‘Mer-
rily We Roll Along,’ and our 
community programs for chil-
dren and senior citizens.”

The evening included musi-
cal numbers performed by ac-
tors from previous APAC pro-
ductions. Broadway, film and 
TV star Christine Toy John-
son, who plays Dr. Celia Lee 
on “Law and Order: SVU,” also 
sang a piece from Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s “The Sound of 

Music,” to mark the 50th anni-
versary of the film version of 
the beloved musical.

When it came time to pick 
two individuals worthy of rec-
ognition for their work prompt-
ing the arts, APAC Interim 
Executive Director Heather 
Shields said the choices were 

not hard to make. 
“Ted Chapin has been a ti-

tan in the industry for many 
years as the president of Rod-
gers & Hammerstein. Spe-
cifically, he was supremely 
instrumental in helping and 
supporting APAC’s critically 
acclaimed production of ‘Al-

legro’ last season,”  she said. 
“Jimmy Van Bramer has been 
a lifelong resident of Queens 
and a longtime supporter of the 
arts, the Astoria community, 
and APAC’s programming as 
a whole. We were thrilled both 
of these gentlemen honored 
us by accepting our gracious 
thanks.”

During his speech, Van 
Bramer spoke of his love for 
all things that have Astoria at 
the beginning of their name.

According to Shields, “He 
loved the inclusion of ‘The 
Sound of Music’ in the evening’s 
entertainment, remembering 
that he and his mother used to 
watch the film together.”

During Chapin’s speech he 
revealed that his mother was 
related to the Steinway family, 
who have been building pia-
nos in Astoria since the 1870s, 
adding to the down-home feel 
of the evening, Shields said.

“He also gave some back-
ground on the trials and, ulti-
mately, the rewards of bring-
ing a neglected classic, such as 
‘Allegro,’ back to audiences,” 
she said. 

Astoria Performing Arts Center honors angels 

Ted Chapin (l.) and City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer were honored at the Astoria Performing Arts Center's 
annual gala held earlier this month.  Photo courtesy Alan Abrams

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer, Rodgers & Hammerstein group’s Ted Chapin feted at gala

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

LUNCH SPECIALS
$795

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 12 NOON–3P.M.

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD
CAESAR

GARDEN
*ADD GRILLED CHICKEN + $3
*ADD GRILLED SHRIMP + $4

SANDWICHES
MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE

SAUSAGE & PEPPER
** PARMIGIANA ON REQUEST

Pasta 
Dishes

Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

NO SUBSTITUTIONS 
OR TAKEOUT

If you liked Steve Solomon’s 
smash hit comedy at Queens 
Theatre last year, you’ll love 
the prequel, "My Mother’s 
Italian, My Father’s Jewish, 
and I’m STILL in Therapy"! 
This hysterical ALL NEW 
show takes us back to the 
comedian’s childhood where 
we meet a side-splitting 
parade of Steve’s quirky 
relations. Join us as we 
journey through mixed 
marriages, ex-wives, strange 
pets, and endless dieting.  

“He’s in Therapy - 
We’re in Stitches!”  
Washington Post

April 18 & 19
Saturday at 2pm & 8pm, 
Sunday at 3pm
Single Tickets: $35 
Member price: $31.50 
Rear Seating: $25
Box Office: 718.760.0064 
www.queenstheatre.org

Steve Solomon’s

My Mother’s Italian,
My Father’s Jewish,
and I’m STILL in Therapy!  
The chaos continues...
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Apr. 17-23, 2015

By Ed Canty

Con Artists
Across
1. Cookbook abbr.
5. Word in many 
business names
8. Smell
13. Surf sound
14. High point
15. Katmandu's land
16. Outstanding
17. Take off
18. "Ta-da!"
19. Weight lifters' 
gettogether?
22. Parking place
23. Pasture
24. Mystical
27. Decline
29. Zest
33. Santa in 
California
34. Ricochet
36. Feathery wrap
37. Pioneer carriers
40. Olympic chant
41. Macho guys
42. Al and Tipper
43. Depend
45. Tarnish
46. Like some pines
47. Sixth sense
49. Flower fanciers
50. Book part
58. Ticket category
59. Diving bird
60. Mark's 
replacement
61. Sticking point?
62. Creative

63. Like a sad sack
64. Old card game 
for three
65. "You betcha!"
66. Kind of club

Down
1. Links hazard
2. Crude dude
3. Sound
4. Kind of cooker
5. Hotfoot it
6. Neighbor of 
Saudi Arabia
7. Kid's ball material
8. Cavern, in poetry
9. Fix, as leftovers
10. Many a 
tournament
11. Cleopatra's love 
___ Antony

12. Sheltered from 
the wind
14. Ring around the 
collar?
20. "Cannn ball" 
sound?
21. Macaroni shape
24. Come to pass
25. Kind of call
26. Lock site
27. Raring to go
28. Stuff in a 
muffin
30. End early
31. Gutsy aerialist's 
request
32. Like a windbag
34. Deep sleep
35. Attractive 
refrigerator feature?
38. Beat

39. Zero, in sports 
slang
44. "Old ___," 
Disney film
46. Country singer 
Rogers
48. Davenport's kin
49. Fires
50. Mexican 
sandwich
51. One who  
raised Cain
52. Commuter's 
home, for short
53. Whip
54. Apple 
throwaway
55. Partner of void
56. In alignment
57. A portion

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66
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ANSWERS

BUSY ONE
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C O E K I N D O F A R A S H

A R C S E D A N L E V E E

B E E S A K S S N E E R

Tonight won’t be just any 
night as St. Francis Prep’s Al-
vernian Drama Society pres-
ents the classic musical “West 
Side Story,” Friday through 
Sunday in Fresh Meadows.

This iconic show, based on 
Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Ju-
liet,” was written by Leonard 
Bernstein, Stephen Sondheim 
and Arthur Laurents and di-
rected by Jerome Robbins, and 
includes such Broadway stan-
dards as “Maria,” “Gee, Of-
ficer Krupke,” “I Feel Pretty” 
and “America.” 

St. Francis Prep faculty 
member Donna Mejia is direct-
ing the show, which will be the 
second time she has brought 
the musical to the school dur-
ing her tenure. 

This version includes a cast 
that numbers 78, and Mejia 
spoke about their enthusiasm. 

“They don’t want to leave 
rehearsal,” she said. 

At Sunday’s closing perfor-
mance, parents of four-year 
Alvernian Drama Society 
members will be recognized.

“West Side Story” plays 

Friday, April 17, at 7 p.m.; Sat-
urday, April 18, at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday, April 19, at 2 p.m. 

Tickets are $12 for adults 
and $5 for seniors and stu-
dents. 

Performances take place 
in the Brother Ralph Clifford 
Memorial Auditorium at St. 
Francis Prep, 61-00 Francis 
Lewis Blvd., Fresh Meadows. 

For more information, 
contact the school at (718) 423-
8810.

    
— Kevin Zimmerman

Cast members from St. Francis Prep’s production of “West Side Story” 
take a break during their rehearsals.  Photo courtesy St. Francis Prep

‘West Side Story’ hits stage this weekend in Fresh Mdws.

Internationally recognized classi-
cal music trio, the Faruya Sisters, will 
make their first Queens appearance 
April 18 in Ozone Park. 

Cellist Mimi, pianist Sakiki and 
violinist Harumi were all trained at 
Julliard and have performed around 
the world, including Carnegie Hall in 
Manhattan and Westminster Abbey in 
London. 

“We have visited Queens before and 
are looking forward to having our first 
performance here,” Harumi Faruya 
said.  “Queens to me is the heart of 
New York City, because of its diversity. 
I think the audience will appreciate 
our performances.”

Audiences can expect to hear plenty 
of pieces from Tchaikovsky and Mo-
zart, Faruya said. 

“They are both popular composers 
in the U.S., and their music is acces-
sible,” Faruya said. “Mozart’s ‘Piano 
Trio in E Major’ always goes over well 
with the audience.”

Faruya believes part of the trio’s 

success comes from the fact that they 
are sisters, and naturally have a lot of 
chemistry between them.

“At this point we don’t even look 
at each other, everything naturally 
falls into place,” she said. “We’ve been 
performing together since we were in 
high school. It was rare to see three sis-
ters perform together because usually 
families play the same instruments. 
Our chemistry comes through in re-
hearsals, which are always nice and 
easy, and I think it shows during our 
performance how comfortable we are 
with one another.”

Saturday’s performance takes place 
at Frank & Camille’s West, 90-02 Atlan-
tic Ave., Ozone Park, beginning at 6:30 
p.m. 

Tickets are $35 in advance and $40 
(cash only) at the door. 

For more information, or to pur-
chase tickets, visit www.furuyasisters.
com/concertsbuy.htm.

— Gina Martinez

The Faruya Sisters, Harumi (l. to r.), Sakiki and Mimi, perform this weekend in Ozone Park.  
Photo courtesy Faruya Sisters

Sisters bring classics to Ozone Pk.

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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EVENTS

Tour the Forest Park Greenhouse 
— The Queens Greenhouse and 
Nursery grows around 100,000 plants 
each year that are used throughout 
parks in Queens and Brooklyn. 
Gardeners will be on hand to answer 
questions and provide information 
about the different plants. 
When: Saturday, April 18, from 9 
am - 2 pm
Where: Queens Greenhouse and 
Nursery, Forest Park, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 520-5341
Website:  www.nycgovparks.org

Cesar Milan Live — The dog-
whisperer shares his secrets on 
forging happier and healthier 
relationships between pet owners 
and their four-legged canine friends. 
This people-only event will include 
demonstrations.
When: Sunday, April 19, at 3 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts at 
Queens College,  65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $35 - $69
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website:  www.kupferbergcenter.org

Spring Sheep Shearing — Celebrate 
spring with this annual event at the 
Queens County Farm Museum. See 
the sheep receive their summer 
dos, watch demonstrations of wool 
spinning, listen to country western 
music by Savannah Sky and go on a 
hayride.
When: Sunday, May 3, from 11 am - 4 
pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck Parkway, 
Floral Park
Cost: $5/per person
Contact: (718) 347-3276

Website:  www.queensfarm.org

MUSIC

Balsam Chamber Ensemble — Formed 
at the Aaron Copland School of Music at 
Queens College, the Balsam Chamber 
Ensemble performs music from the 
Baroque period to the 20th century. 
When: Sunday, April 19, at 1 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Sacred Music Chorale of Richmond 
Hill — The Sacred Music Chorale 
presents its spring concert featuring 
Brahams’ “Deutsche Requiem” 
(performed in English) and other 
orchestral selections. A reception 
follows the performance. 
When: Sunday, April 19, at 3 pm
Where: St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
86-20 114th St., Richmond Hill
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors and 
students
Contact: (718) 441-8118
Website:  www.richmondhillny.com/

arts/smc

Global  Mashup No. 2, Scotland Meets 
New Orleans — MacTalla Mor, a Scottish 
band, and Ayo Maak’s Jazz Pack, an 
ensemble playing New Orleans jazz, 
come together on one stage. 
When: Friday, April 24, at 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 

trouble for Ratched. 
“To survive, a rabbit hides 

from the wolf, it does not chal-
lenge it to combat,” Harding 
tells McMurphy. 

Constantin Tripes provides 
a heartbreaking portrayal of 
Chief Bromden, who serves 
as a narrator between scenes, 
even though the other charac-
ters believe him to be deaf and 
mute. With little to no emotion 
and, for most of the show lack-
ing a voice, Tripes expresses 
Chief’s sadness and desires 
through actions and glances. 

Jacklyn Collier as Candy 
Starr only appears in two 
scenes but is most definitely 
unforgettable. She waltzes in 
as a bundle of hyper energy 
and fills the ward with a life-
force that is clearly missing. 

That is because Nurse 
Ratched has worked hard to 
ensure any signs of life or hap-
piness have been sucked out of 
the room. 

West’s Nurse Ratched is the 

ultimate villain, she decides 
if you live or die. And by the 
time you figure out which one 
it will be, it’s probably already 
too late. 

Reach News Editor Kevin 
Zimmerman by e-mail at kzim-
merman@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4541.

involves the Queens commu-
nity and the kids.”

So RPGA posed the ques-
tion, “What are you willing to 
do when you love someone?” to 
about 150 residents, ranging in 
age from 10 to 100, from Rego 
Park, Forest Hills, Kew Gar-
dens, Astoria, Sunnyside and 
Long Island City. 

As a gesture of goodwill 
to the community, the project 
combines ingenuity, collabo-
ration and the power of words, 
denoting what people do for 
someone they love.

Some of the answers in-
cluded “listen to them,” 
“make time for them,” “give 
breakfast in bed,” “rub 
feet” and “buy jewelry.
Phrases like these were then 
captured as hash tag messages 
by students at PS 206 in Rego 
Park, as the guiding question 
turned into an art project, as 
well as a teaching moment 
– the kids knew it was a com-
munity effort, so they also 
learned about the importance 
of giving back.

“Having the chance to work 
with the kids at the school was 
very exciting. I loved using art 
to work with my community,” 
Kennedy said.

Students received a lesson 
about the color chart and color 
mixing, using just red, blue 
and yellow. 

“We die-cut the letters to 
the questions on their colored 
papers,” Kennedy said. “Next, 
we created hash tags and put 
them next to each answer.”
Michael, a student at the 
school, said he “loved learning 
how to make so many colors 
from just three.”

According to Shortt, the 
students’ work was then af-
fixed to the three panels that 
now cover the storefront, and 
the unusual display has al-
ready attracted curious pass-

ers-by, who pause and ponder 
the love question, which ap-
pears on a 12-by-5-foot vinyl 
banner (with a number to call 
to rent the store). Community 
member Rebecca West said she 
loved coming up with ideas. 

“It made me reflect on love 
and how one communicates 
this to another human being – 
parents, sisters,” West said. “I 
have a sister.”

For more information on 
these projects, check RPGA’s 
website at regoparkgreenal-
liance.org.

The intact crawfish were tasty 
morsels, if pesky to eat (supplies of 
bibs and plastic gloves are on the 
table).  The sauce was, if not the 
most convincingly Cajun, was de-
lightful just the same.  It was spicy, 
garlicky and a little sweet, with 
undertones of numerous herbs.  It 
enhanced the corn, and was also 
delicious spooned up with some 
rice thrown in.

Of the other two mains, the 
Gourmet Chicken Wings is the 
better choice.  Koreans have a 
way with fried chicken, and these 
beautifully lacquered wings were 
no exception.  You can choose 
between soy ginger or crispy ha-
banero without making a wrong 
decision.

The Korean Ribs were the big-
gest disappointment.  Described as 

“succulent, fall-off-the-bone pork 
ribs, slow cooked and drenched in 
our mild Korean-inspired sauce,” 
they tasted more like overcooked 
leftovers.  Skip the ribs. 

The Bottom Line
ITZ Fire doesn’t exactly live 

up to its promise of Korean Ca-
jun Cuisine.  A more accurate 
description would be Korean 
casual with some Cajun-ish 
seafood.  Despite the misnomer, 
there are some tasty dishes at 
very affordable prices to be had.  

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant crit-
ic and author of “Eating Like 
Queens: A Guide to Ethnic Din-
ing in America’s Melting Pot, 
Queens, N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 37 

Art

PS 206 students help with RPGA Studio’s latest project while learning 
about colors.  Photo courtesy RPGA Studio

Continued from Page 39 

ITZ Fire
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Cuckoo’s

Leigh Anne West plays Nurse Ratched in Variations Theatre 
Group’s production of “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.” 

Photo courtesy Matt Wells

IF YOU GO
“One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest”

When: Through April 25
Where: The Chain Theatre, 
21-28 45th Road, Long Island 
City
Cost: $18, $15/LIC residents, 
seniors and students
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.
variationstheatregroup.com

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing 
of events happening in Queens, 
check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/

calendar
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The Douglaston Manor’s Mother’s Day Brunch

Sunday, May 10, 2015

Seating start at 12 PM to 2 PM
Mother’s Day Menu

Brunch Stations
Pancakes • French Toast • Waffles • Omelet Station

Bacon • Home Fries • Sausage • Assorted Muffins • Danish • Bagels 

Assorted Jellies & Cream • Cheese • Assorted Cheeses

Fruit Display • Crudités • Salad Bar

Carving Station
Oven Roasted Turkey • Honey Glazd Ham

Sauteed Vegetable • Oven Roasted Nu Red Potatoes

Italian Station
Penne A La Vodka W/ Light Cream & Tomato Sauce

Eggplant Rollatini Stuffed W/ Fresh Ricotta & Tomato Sauce

Stuffed Shells W/ Ricotta & Italian Cheeses & Pomodoro Sauce

Chicken Francese W/ Lemon White Wine Sauce 

& Seabass Oreganata W/ Lemon Butter Sauce

Dessert Table
Assorted Cakes • Ice Cream Bar • Chocolate Fountain

Adults-$50.00 Per Person Plus Tax, 

Kids $25.00 Per Person Plus Tax
(10 Years Old & Under)

Call For Reservations 718-224-8787

Douglaston Manor

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.

Douglaston, NY 11363

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Douglaston, NY 11363 • Phone 718-224-8787

@Douglaston_Manor   @Douglaston Manor    Or The Douglaston Manor

The Mansion At Douglaston Manor - Queens Premier Wedding Venue
Please Join Us

Thursday, May 28th, 2015, from 6:30pm - 10pm
For Our Amazing Bridal Showcase

Featuring Vendors For DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors. 

Have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful cuisine 

the chef & his culinary staff have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor 
Or The Douglaston Manor
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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fall 2009 and was scheduled to 
return in spring 2010.

The school granted his re-
quest to return in spring 2011 
in the event he would be asked 
to sign a one-year employment 
contract with the hedge fund , 
but denied his request to study 
abroad in Tokyo for a semester 
because he did not amend his 
law school application. 

He had to resign from the 
hedge fund in 2010 because 

his record turned up during a 
background check  so he chose 
to return to law school. He re-
ceived a letter in October 2009 
welcoming him back for the 
spring 2010 semester. 

His admission was formal-
ly rescinded in a letter dated 
Sept. 10 from Larry Cunning-
ham, assistant dean for stu-
dents. 

Powers worked at a hedge 
fund from August 2011 to Au-
gust 2013 but had to resign 
again due to his record and the 
pending lawsuit.

He moved back to New 

York, working as a certified 
public accountant and a li-
censed real estate agent. He is 
working as a real estate agent 
in Florida. He has been unable 
to find full-time employment. 

“I personally think it’s a 
terrible, terrible result to al-
low the schools to judge people 
based upon their arrest record 
rather than a conviction,” 
Powers said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

America in Flushing. 
Last week, state Sen. Toby 

Stavisky (D-Flushing) intro-
duced a bill that would elimi-
nate Brooklyn-Queens Day 
for Lunar New Year, but the 
DOE said the holiday is a pro-
fessional development day for 
teachers so it cannot be done.

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), 
chairman of the education 
committee, introduced a non-
binding resolution in July 
2013 calling on the Council to 
recognize Diwali. 

While teaching fourth 
grade at PS 199 in Sunnyside, 
Dromm noticed students who 
celebrated Diwali were con-
flicted over whether to miss 
school. 

“I kind of felt it was unfair 
that students had to be put 
into a position to make that 
decision,” he said.

The resolution could only 

become law if City Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
chose to recognize the holi-
day, he explained. 

Starting next year, school 
boards will have to consider 
closing schools on holidays 
such as Chinese New Year, 
Lunar New Year and Diwali. 

Schools must mandate 180 
days of instruction between 
September and June each 
year, that include about 15 
holidays and adjust accord-
ingly for floating holidays. 

The DOE has not yet made 
a commitment to Diwali, but 
Diwali will be on Veterans 
Day and it is not a school day 
so families will not be af-
fected. 

“We are reviewing future 
academic calendars, examin-
ing both our city’s diversity 
and our education priorities,” 
Yuridia Peña, the DOE’s dep-
uty press secretary, said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Now with all this latest hul-
labaloo over the non-endorse-
ment there isn’t a political 
reporter in this city and many 
in Washington who would not 
come to a de Blasio press con-
ference endorsing Hillary. In 
the end, we all know he will be 
on board in a key role.”

De Blasio kept a low profile 
and refused questions at the 
Mets Opening Day at Citi Field 
Monday. The mayor finally ad-
dressed the controversy Tues-
day in the Bronx, and he stood 
by his comments.

“What I said on ‘Meet the 
Press’ I had said previously 
to Secretary Clinton and her 
team,” he said. “I don’t think 
there was any surprise in it.” 
He added that while she was 
secretary of state Clinton 
wasn’t in a position to address 
domestic issues.

The mayor ran through a 
list of what he needs to hear, 
mainly dealing with the issue 
of income inequality. 

“It’s the same thing I’ve 
said publicly: progressive 
taxation, raising wages and 
benefits, investment in infra-
structure and education, the 
willingness to tax the wealthy 
so we have the resources to ac-
tually change the dynamic in 

this country,” he said.
In her first campaign event 

Tuesday at Kirk Wood Com-
munity College in Iowa, Clin-
ton pledged to fight income 
inequality. 

“I think it’s fair to say that 
as you look across the country, 
the deck is stacked in favor 
of those already at the top,” 
she said. “And there’s some-
thing wrong with that. There’s 
something wrong when CEOs 
make 300 times more than the 
typical worker.”

 Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

Continued from Page 4 

Clinton
Continued from Page 4 

Diwali

Continued from Page 9 

St. John’s

the minimum charge at $1.27 
per day for customers who 
use less than 100 gallons of 
water a day.

 There is a public hear-
ing on the proposed changes 

scheduled in all five bor-
oughs. In Queens, the hear-
ing is set for Thursday, April 
30, at 7 p.m. at the LaGuardia 
Community College, confer-
ence room E-242, 45-50 Van 
Dam St.

 Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 20 

Water

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.

FOR MORE HYPER-LOCAL NEWS
 VISIT US AT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM



redone. 
CB 7 Chairman Gene Kelty 

previously said the closing of 
the exit would pose an incon-
venience but that it needed to 
be done. 

Alfredo Centola, president 
of the Malba Gardens Civic 
Association, had previously 
called for 4th and 5th avenues 
to be made one-way from 
147th Street to the Whitestone 
Expressway service road and 
was against the reopening of 

3rd Avenue, but his plan did 
not receive much support in 
the neighborhood. 

Kim Cody, president of the 
Greater Whitestone Taxpay-
ers Civic Association, said 
the closure created traffic 
havoc in Whitestone, Beech-
hurst and College Point. 

He acknowledged that the 
severe winter delayed the re-
opening of the exit, and that it 
will reduce traffic problems.

“It’ll alleviate a lot of the 
traffic concerns that have 
plagued the community since 
they started constructing the 
bridge,” Cody said.the phone call, he was at home 

with his wife and children, the 

complaint said.
“On Tuesday evening, the 

councilman received a series 
of specific, threatening calls 
to his home phone,” Lanc-
man’s office said in a state-

ment. “The police and district 
attorney’s office investigated 
with their usual profession-
alism and care, and an indi-
vidual has been arrested and 
charged.”
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amount per pickup.”
 But the farmer will be 

within 250 miles in the state 
of New York and Budynek said 
she is looking in the Hudson 
area for an organic farmer.

 “They are the small, ma 
and pop, family-owned busi-
nesses,” Budynek said. “Be-
cause these are often the same 
farmers that grow for restau-

rants and farmers markets, 
the price (per pound of pro-
duce) really is comparable and 
often less than what you can 
get in the stores or the farmers 
markets.”

 Budynek said the new 
CSA may grow in the future, 
but this summer will be a test 
run. She said the program fits 
within BHS’ mission to serve 
the community, as well as to 
contribute to a healthy envi-
ronment and help to conserve 
farmland.

 “We thought this would 

be really nice for the commu-
nity, because we don’t have 
anything like this in the area. 
I know a lot of families would 
like some fresh organic local 
produce. This is helping small 
family-owned farms to remain 
small, family-owned opera-
tions,” she said.

 Budynek is going to ad-
minister the CSA with fel-
low trustee Grace Kelly. Call 
718-352-1548 and ask for one 
of them to express interest in 
joining the CSA.

have expanded the Tuition 
Assistance Program to make 
funds available to illegal im-
migrants who wish to go to 
school if it had been included 
in either the 2015 or 2016 state 
fiscal budgets. 

 Peralta and Moya said they 
would be diligent in seeing the 
legislation brought to the table 

during the remainder of the 
regular legislative session.

 Due to recent attention 
given to scams from agencies 
claiming to provide work per-
mits, Visas or a fast track to 
citizenship in exchange for 
money, the panel also high-
lighted how immigrants can 
be taken advantage of. 

 Legal experts like Allen 
Kaye of the American Immi-
gration Lawyers Association 
encouraged people to avoid 
such scams, and not to be 

afraid to report them to law 
enforcement or the district at-
torney’s office. He said repara-
tions would be available if any 
agency was prosecuted for of-
fering assistance in exchange 
for money, which is illegal.

 Go online to the City Uni-
versity of New York’s CUNY 
Citizenship Now for any ques-
tions related to immigration, 
current laws and legal assis-
tance, at http://www.cuny.
edu/about/resources/citizen-
ship.html.

uration.
 Based on VHB’s esti-

mates, there are roughly 344 
on-street pay meter park-
ing spaces within the BID’s 
boundaries. In data collected 
from the city’s unimeters 
along Bell Boulevard, those 
spaces are used at a rate of 85 
percent to 95 percent between 
the hours of 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

 Matt Carmody, the di-
rector of transportation for 
VHB, presented “heat maps” 
during the public meeting, 
which displayed the utiliza-
tion of parking on residential 
streets within a half mile 
radius of the LIRR Station 
on 41st Avenue, color coding 
the streets at different times 
of day.

 The streets with a utiliza-
tion rate at or above 85 per-
cent were marked in red. And 
between 8 a.m. and the end of 
data collection at 7 p.m., the 
residential street map of Bay-
side was almost nothing but 
red.

 There are 12 permit-only 
parking spaces in the DOT lot 
as well as 47 short-term (four-
hour maximum) parking 
spaces and 33 available long-
term (15-hour maximum) 
parking spaces. 

 In VHB’s findings, the 
municipal lot does not fill up 
until the afternoon, around 
1 p.m. But once it is full, it 
stays full, because there are 
limited options at that point 
in the day for parking on resi-
dential streets.

 “I think people know they 
can find free parking on the 
street, so they don’t come and 
use the long-term parting in 
the lot in the morning,” Car-
mody said.

 When compared to the 
neighboring Long Island 
town of Great Neck, where 

there are 600 on-street park-
ing spots and 2,000 munici-
pal off-street parking spots, 
shoppers might decide to 
steer clear of Bell Boulevard 
for the sake of time and con-
venience. That is the BID’s 
concern. 

 Bayside Village BID Ex-
ecutive Director Lyle Sclair 
said he and the parking con-
sultants will have to look at 
both long-term solutions, as 
well as actions that can be 
taken in the interim to make 
Bell Boulevard more attrac-
tive to shoppers, diners and 
bar goers. 

 “Part of the job of the BID 
is to promote local business 
and to make things as conve-
nient as possible to come to 
an area,” said Sclair , point-
ing out he will need to set up 
a network of communication 
among businesses to estab-
lish things like shared park-
ing for merchants that oper-
ate at different times of day.

 One of the most attractive 
short-term solutions to those 
community members present 
at the public meeting was to 
introduce a parking permit 
system for employees and 
business owners offstreet 
and on side streets, which 
VHB consultants said might 
take away some of the cars 
now parked in meter spots.

 Other more long-term 
solutions proposed include 
working with DOT to recon-
figure and stripe on-street 
parking spaces and read-
just meter rates for different 
times of day. Also, Sclair said 
the BID would look into ways 
to encourage a private entity 
to buy the municipal DOT lot 
from the city to build a park-
ing garage further down the 
line.

 The study and some proj-
ect plans will be released on-
line at http://www.baysidev-
illagebid.com/ once they are 
finalized. 

ers to exceed the maximum 
community facility floor area 
allowed in the property’s zon-
ing district, which is designat-
ed for residential housing. 

The developers also sought 
to change the mandated floor 
area ratio of 0.5 in the R2 dis-
trict — zoned for single-family 
homes — to 1.045 , cut down 
two trees and waive the yard 
and parking requirements to 
address the property’s irregu-
lar shape. 

The property is an oddly 
shaped 4,773-square-foot cor-
ner lot, according to an Aug. 22 
statement of facts and findings 
prepared for the city Board 
of Standards and Appeals by 
Simons & Wright. The group 
anticipated the mosque would 
serve about 420 worshipers, 
95 percent of whom live in the 
mosque’s 11355 zip code. 

Two floors would house the 
prayer rooms, one for 210 men 
and the other for 210 women 
because they pray separately. 
On weekends, the imam or 
the religious scholars would 
hold Quranic classes to teach 

roughly 100 students. 
Board member Tyler Cas-

sell, a member of the land use 
committee, said the commit-
tee voted to deny the applica-
tion, but he proposed an alter-
native. 

The Mormon Church on 
144-27 Sanford Ave., whose site 
contains a six-story apartment 
building with 13,300 square 
feet and a parking lot for about 
25 vehicles, is moving to a dif-
ferent site and could accom-
modate the mosque’s needs, 
Cassell said. 

“They’re very interested in 
looking at this site as a possi-
bility,” Cassell said. 

Masjid-e-Noor was not at 
the meeting. The group’s at-
torney, Emily Simons, told 
board members and residents 
the group was unable to make 
the changes requested by the 
community.  In January, a rep-
resentative for the group said 
they would consider address-
ing community concerns or 
pursue other legal options.

“An extensive analysis was 
done of the existing plan and it 
 was found that there was just 
nothing that could be done to 
accommodate,” Simons said. 

The board also voted 33-3 
to deny an application by S&L 

Aerospace Metals at 120-12 28th 
Ave. in College Point seeking 
to buy two lots from the city 
to expand its facility. One lot 
is owned by the city Economic 
Development Corporation and 
the other is owned by the city 
of New York.  

In 2010, the CoFire Asphalt 
Company acquired land via 
a land swap in College Point. 
The company was supposed to 
take care of the site, but failed 
to do so, according to Apelian.  

S&L Aerospace wanted to 
construct a 24,000-square-foot 
building which received ap-
proval through the Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure, 
which is the formal city pub-
lic review process for land use 
changes. The new building 
would be situated adjacent  to 
the company’s current build-
ing, which is 42,000 square 
feet. 

The company has 85 em-
ployees and said the expanded 
facility would create more 
than 20 jobs. 

Board members who voted 
against denying the applica-
tion thought the decision was 
unfairly punishing S&L Aero-
space. The decision was meant 
to punish the EDC, not S&L 
Aerospace, Apelian said.

Continued from Page 1 
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Sports

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
The road to recovery was 

tough for Amanda Zeni, but 
with a rewarding finish. The 
Archbishop Molloy senior, 
who missed most of last sea-
son with an injury, is back 
and gave Fontbonne Hall 
a taste of how tough she is 
when healthy. 

She pitched a complete 
game, four-hit shutout to give 
her team their first league 
victory of the season with 
a 4-0 over the Bonnies in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
softball Monday at McGuire 
Field. Zeni was supposed to 
be the Stanners’ ace last sea-
son and then had to watch as 
Alexandra Yule stepped in. 

“It was kind of tough to 
come back,” Zeni said.  “This 
season I worked hard to get 
back and I felt great today.”

Battery mate Victoria 
Brown also got the job done. 
The Molloy catcher went 
1-for-3 with three RBI to give 
Zeni more than enough run 
support. The Stanners got 
their offensive started in the 
top of the second. With the 
bases loaded and no outs, 
Brown drilled a triple deep to 
center field off Bonnies’ ace 
Bianca Marletta. It cleared 
the bases to give Molloy a 3-0 
lead. Brown went up to the 
plate just trying to help her 
team get an early lead. The 
Stanners are the defending 
regular season champions. 

“I just try to hit for the 
team,” she said. “I am look-
ing to drive the ball, looking 
for a single, nothing more 
than to get on base to help the 
team out.” 

That lead was enough for 
Zeni. She did run into some 
trouble in the bottom half 
of the fourth. With one out, 
Marletta hit a triple to right. 
Zeni then got the cleanup hit-
ter Ariana Dillon to dribble 
the ball back to her with Mar-
letta trying to score. Zeni 
fielded the ball and threw it 

to Brown to cut her down at 
the plate. 

“Anyone in their order can 
hit the ball, so you just need 
to be on top of your game and 
just pitch where you are told 
and hit your spots,” she said. 

After the Stanners es-
caped the jam, Allie Klesin 
hit a pitch hit single to center 
to give Molloy a 4-0 lead in 
the top of the fifth.

The Bonnies threaten 
again in the bottom of the 
sixth, with runners on first 
and second and one out. Zeni 
again remained calm under 
pressure. First, she forced 
Dillon to ground out to third 
and then she struck out Nata-
lie Lacognata to end the in-
ning. 

“I’ve grown up learning 
to worry about the batter, not 
worry about who is on base 
and it helps me get through 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Christ the King returned to 

its perch atop the city by win-
ning a second straight CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens basketball 
title and its first Catholic Class 
AA state crown since 2010. The 
Royals fell a win shy of claim-
ing another state Federation 
title, losing to Long Island Lu-
theran.

A senior-laden Archbishop 
Molloy team, which owned a 
national ranking during the 
year, posed the biggest threat 
to CK and reached its first 
CHSAA ‘AA’ state finals since 
2008. Up and coming Mary 
Louis nearly knocked the Roy-
als off in the diocesan semifi-
nals. 

Francis Lewis didn’t repeat 
as PSAL Class AA champions, 
but reached the semifinals 
despite an up and down cam-
paign. It took a buzzer beater 
to keep Monsignor McClancy 
from its first CHSAA Class B 
state title game.

Plenty of special players 
were a part of those squads and 
others throughout Queens. 
Here is a look at those dubbed 
the borough’s best.

All-Queens Girls’ Basket-

ball Player of the Year

Dominique Toussaint, 

Christ the King
The Royals were a much 

more dangerous team with 
the junior guard at her best. 
The tough-minded Toussaint 
battled through some injuries 
this season, but remained 
CK’s most consistent players 
as it reached the state Federa-
tion Class AA final. She aver-
aged 21.5 points, 3.2 assists 
and 6.4 rebounds per contest 
and was one of the city’s best 
defenders. Toussaint scored 14 
of her team-high 28 points in 
the fourth quarter of a Federa-
tion semifinal victory against 
South Shore.

All-Queens Girls’ Basket-

ball Coach of the Year

Bob Mackey, Christ the 
King

Many thought this was a 
year Christ the King could 
fall back to the pack with Mol-
loy senior laden and Loughlin 
loaded with young talent. In-
stead, Mackey led a balanced 
CK team to one of it most suc-
cessful seasons in recent years. 
The Royals won the diocesan 
and CHSAA state AA title and 
reached the Federation title 
game for the first team since 
2010. Mackey fostered gradual 
improvement from this Christ 
the King team and meshed its 
role players perfectly with its 

emerging trio of stars. 
All-Queens First Team

G Robyn Francis, Francis 
Lewis

The senior had her best 
season in a Patriot uniform. 
She was their most consistent 
player during a year that saw 
the team’s play continuously 
go up and down. The LIU-Post 
bound Francis averaged 10.8 
points, 6.8 rebounds and 4.12 
assists. Francis often willed 
her team to important wins.   

G Kaitlyn Mahon, Archbish-
op Molloy

The veteran point guard 
was the guiding force for the 
Stanners. Mahon, who is head-
ed to Queens College, displayed 
toughness and smarts on both 
ends of the floor. Mahon aver-
aged 10 points and five assists 
per contest for a Molloy team 
that garnered a national rank-
ing early in the season.   

F Aryn McClure, Archbish-
op Molloy

The Quinnipiac-bound for-
ward put herself among the up-
per echelon of players in New 
York City. McClure did every-
thing on the court, especially 
in the paint. She averaged 14 
points, 10 rebounds and four 
blocks a contest. McClure 
scored 11 points and took a 

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52

Christ the King's Bob Mackey is the 2015 All-Queens Coach of the Year.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Amanda Zeni was the start-
ing pitcher for Archbishop 
Molloy against Fontbonne 
Hall Academy. 

Photo by Steve Solomonson

Best of ’15 basketball

Zeni pitches Molloy 
way past Fontbonne

TimesLedger selects its tops in Queens girls’ sport
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Kadijah Dickson is physi-

cally healthy again, but is still 
recovering from a torn ACL in 
other ways. 

The Mary Louis Academy 
senior’s basketball future is 
still uncertain and her col-
lege recruitment is wide open 
since she is currently without 
a scholarship offer. She is go-
ing to visit Farleigh Dickson 
University and Adelphi in the 
coming weeks and play in one 
last travel ball event with the 
NYC Heat in hopes of landing 
a few more schools. She missed 
most of her junior season with 
a torn ACL and was limited in 
what she could show college 
coaches when she was work-
ing her way back last summer. 

“It’s really stressful and I 
didn’t expect it to be that way,” 
Dickson said. “It was really 
hard after my injury.  People 
say don’t worry, you are go-
ing to bounce back. It was way 
harder than I thought it was 
going to be.”

She didn’t get over the men-
tal hurdle until she was forced 
to in early January when the 
Hilltoppers’ star guard Jas-
mine Brunson went down with 

a wrist injury. Until that point 
Dickson, who is known for her 
athleticism and versatility, 
was afraid of contact, fearful 

of driving the same way she 
had in the past or defending 
with the same intensity. The 
injury to Brunson forced her 

to get over all of it. 
“It wasn’t her ability that 

was holding her back, it was 
really her mind,” Mary Louis 

coach JoAnn Arbitello-Pin-
nock said. “She definitely 
pushed it to that level and 
helped us out.” 

Dickson nearly led Mary 
Louis to an upset of eventual 
CHSAA Class AA state cham-
pion Christ the King in the 
Brooklyn/Queens semifinals. 
She scored 16 points in a 61-59 
loss. She looked like her old-
self playing for Queens in the 
Wheelchair Charities Clas-
sic last week. Dickson drove 
strong to the hoop, mixed it up 
inside and showed off a short 
jumper as Queens went on to 
in the tournament title. 

“She is shooting a lot bet-
ter.” Arbitello-Pinnock said. “I 
think she can handle the ball 
well.”

The time is an uncertain 
one for Dickson. She is still 
waiting for her first scholar-
ship offer at a time when others 
around her are set with school 
or finalizing their plans. Dick-
son hopes the next few weeks 
will bring  some redemption. 

“The school decision, it 
bothered me a little bit,” Dick-
son said. “All of your friends 
are signing and picking and 
you are still undecided, but I 
hope for the best.” 

It is about pitching, pitch-
ing and more pitching for the 
Mets. 

There are few teams in 
baseball that could shake off 
losing its closer and No. 3 start-
er as quickly as the Mets have 
in the young season. We have 
learned quickly they still have 
the arms, and plenty of them 
to carry them this season. 

It’s why the Mets haven’t 
blinked since starter Zach 
Wheeler was lost for the sea-
son with an elbow injury and 
closer Jenry Mejia was hit 
with an 80-game suspension 
for PED use after the season 
opener in Washington. Batters 
have kept getting up and Mets 
pitching keeps setting them 

down. 
“Our pitching is pretty 

good,” Mets manager Terry 
Collins said. “That’s where it 
starts. As long as we contin-
ue to pitch well we will be in 
games.”

The Mets still have one of 
the best 1-2 combos in baseball 
with Matt Harvey and Jacob 
deGrom. The pair has allowed 
just five runs in 24.1 innings 
pitched, including 6.1 by de-
Grom in a 2-0 home opening 
win against the Phillies Mon-
day at Citi Field. He admitted 
to not even being at his best. 

“When you realize you 
don’t have that, you really 
have to concentrate and try to 
make good pitches,” deGrom 
said. 

Flame thrower Jeurys 
Famillia, who took over for 
Mejia, picked up his second 
save of the season as part of a 
bullpen that tossed 2.3 innings 
of scoreless relief. More bull-
pen help is on the way with 
Vic Black and Bobby Parnell 
working back from injuries 

and stud starters Noah Syn-
dergaard and Steven Matz are 
still waiting in the wings in 
the minors.  

The pitching is more than 
good enough to keep the Mets 
in games until the bats come 
alive. Philadelphia out hit the 

Mets, who were 1-for-9 with 
runners in scoring position, 
but the Mets still won.  

There is potential in the 
lineup with David Wright, 
Lucus Duda, Michael Cud-
dyer and Curtis Granderson. 
The hope is that Juan Lagares 

and Travis d’Arnaud are com-
ing into their own.  The Mets 
won’t need a ton of offense to 
win games, just maybe to keep 
their fans from too many heart 
attacks in what seems like end-
less tight contests already. 

“I think there are going to 
be a lot of close games,” Col-
lins said. 

All that means is the Mets 
will have plenty of chances to 
win games and a lot of them 
they hope. Collins has been 
most impressed that his team 
is finding a way to come out on 
top, especially in front of an 
energetic sellout crowd.

“This is a different stage,” 
Collins said. “There are 45,000 
people screaming. If we are go-
ing to continue to play like we 
are talking, you better get use 
to it.” 

Fans have already gotten 
used to seeing Collins’ pitch-
ing staff dominate games. 
There is no reason to think it 
won’t continue this season and 
in the years to come. 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Kadijah Dickson (c), the Mary Louis Academy senior standout, is back from a crippling inhury but “it was way 
harder than I thought it was going to be,” she says. 

Big arms already carrying pitching-rich Mets

Dickson tries to recover recruitment momentum

Jacob deGrom, the Mets No. 2 starter, attempts a pick off at first on 
Opening Day.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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All offers excludes taxes, title and MV fees. Lessee responsible for maintenance & excess wear/tear. †10,000 mi/yr (1) $16,666 purch opt. $350 term fee, 15¢ per mile 
excess. (2) $19,073 purch opt. $450 term fee, 18¢ per mile excess. (3) $21,953 purch opt. $450 term fee, 25¢ per mile excess. ‡$500 toward new 2014/ 2015 Honda 
(excludes Fit EV & Clarity) when financed or leased through Honda Financial Services. Must meet credit criteria, have grad within 2 years or will within next 6 months 
with a masters, bachelors or associates. ‡‡ With approved credit thru Honda Financial Services on select models, up to 48 months, residency restrictions apply. See 

dealer for details. Must take delivery from dlr. stock. Photos for illustrative purposes. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers expire 5 days after publication.

NEW OWNERSHIP - SAME TEAM - YOU WIN!

AdvantageHondaNY.com

1260 NORTHERN BLVD, MANHASSET
855-407-2238 NYAUTOGIANT.COM

Sales Hours
Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm

Sat: 9am-6pm
Sun: 11am-5pm

Vehicles In Stock
2002 Toyota Camry LE Sedan
Stk#M0225T. 93,474 mi. .....................................................$5,997 
2010 Nissan Versa 1.8S Hatchback 
Stk#M0285P. 49,541 mi. .....................................................$8,995  
2007 Honda Civic EX Coupe Auto
Stk#M0260T. 61,855 mi. .....................................................$9,524  
2012 Kia Rio5 LX (A6) Hatchback
Stk#M0338T. 17,469 mi. .................................................. $13,466
��������	
��
	����	�����	��	����	
Stk#M0326P. 16,124 mi. .................................................. $15,237 
2009 Toyota RAV4 Limited SUV 
Stk#M0207P. 33,379 mi. .................................................. $16,491
��������	
��
	����	������	
��	��	�����	����
Stk#M0314P. 13,986 mi. .................................................. $16,758
2009 Mercedes–Benz C-Class Sedan 
Stk#M0241T. 48,387 mi. .................................................. $16,958
2014 Mazda Mazda3 i Touring Hatchback
Stk#M0124P. 22,174 mi. .................................................. $16,987

��������	
��
	����	������	
��	��	�����	����
Stk#M0316P. 13,547 mi. .................................................. $18,010
��������	
���	����	����	����	��� 
Stk#M0168I. 41,591 mi.................................................... $18,444
��������	
��
	����	������	
��	����	����	����� 
Stk# M0317P. 11,679 mi. ................................................. $18,875
��������	
��
	����	����	��	�!"	���	
Stk#M0263P. 18,666 mi. .................................................. $21,445 
��������	
���	����	#�$%%�$	&�����'	���
Stk#M0320T. 79,942 mi ................................................... $21,595
��������	
��
	����	����	��	�!"	���	
Stk#M0296P. 33,060 mi. .................................................. $21,825
2013 Acura ILX 5-Speed Auto w/Premium Package Sedan 
Stk#M0336P. 18,423 mi. .................................................. $21,989
2011 GMC Terrain SLT-2 SUV 
Stk#M0312T. 36,275 mi. .................................................. $22,151
��������	
��
	����	#�$%%�$	����	*+���	���
Stk#M0162P. 41,667 mi. .................................................. $23,985

New 2015 Honda
Accord EX-L Sedan Auto(1)

Stk#: N150321. MSRP: $29,240. $995 dwn + $0 security + $209 1st 
mo. + $895 bank fee = $2,099 due at signing. $8,151 total pymnts. 

Lease for:

$209
per mo. for 39 mos.†

New 2015 Honda
CR-V EX-L AWD SUV(2)

Stk#: N150883. MSRP: $30,275. $995 dwn + $0 security + $259 1st 
mo. + $895 bank fee = $2,149 due at signing. $10,101 total pymnts.

Lease for:

$259
per mo. for 39 mos.†

APR
FINANCING
AVAILABLE‡‡0.9%

COLLEGE GRAD BONUS
AVAILABLE‡

New 2015 Honda
Pilot EX-L 4X4 SUV(3)

Stk: N151065. MSRP: $37,850. $995 dwn + $0 security + $289 1st 
mo. + $895 bank fee = $2,179 due at signing. $11,271 total pymnts.

Lease for:

$289
per mo. for 39 mos.†
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the inning,” said Zeni, who 
had four strike outs.

Fontbonne Coach Frank 
Marinello saw his team 
play well, but make a few 
mistakes that cost them 
the game. 

“Molloy is a good team,” 
he said. “They are one of 
the teams that will compete 
for the state final. I’ve said 
it a million times, you can’t 
blink against good teams. 
You blink against good 
teams and you are going to 
fall behind.”

huge charge late to send the 
Stanners to their first CHSAA 
state final since 2008.

F Kaela Kinder, Christ the 
King

Kinder lived up to CK coach 
Bob Mackey’s calling her the 
‘X-factor.’ The junior forward 
tuned up her game late in the 
season, becoming the Royals’ 
best rebounder. Kinder aver-
aged 13.8 points and 8.9 boards 
a contest. Kinder scored 19 
points and 16 rebounds to pow-
ered Christ the King to a dioc-
esan crown. 

G Sydney Zambrotta, Christ 

the King
The junior guard was the 

Royals’ leading scorer at 23.4 
points per game. Zambrotta 
can score in flurries, but her 
finest hour came with her 
best defensive effort. Her fin-
est game at CK came in the 
CHSAA state final. She had 32 
points, six rebounds and took 
two key offensive fouls late in 
the contest.   

All-Queens Second Team 

G Chi La Bady, Francis 
Lewis 

Bady played the game with 
a determination and competi-
tiveness  few could match. The 
Mercy College-bound guard 
averaged 13.8 points per con-
test and helped the Patriots 
reach the PSAL Class AA 

semifinals. 
G Jasmine Brunson, Mary 

Louis
Brunson didn’t disappoint 

in her first varsity season for 
Mary Louis. The junior’s ag-
gressiveness on both ends of 
the floor was contagious. She 
averaged 16.0 points, six re-
bounds, four assists and three 
steals per contest.  

F Kadijiah Dickson, Mary 
Louis

The senior came back from 
an ACL injury and returned to 
the upper echelon of players in 
the city. Dickson was superb 
in TMLA’s semifinal loss to 
CK in the diocesan semifinals. 
She averaged 20 points and 
10.0 rebounds a game.

G Sierra Green, Francis 

Lewis
Green couldn’t replicate 

her stellar sophomore season, 
but she remained one of the 
borough’s top players. The ju-
nior turned it up in the play-
offs after an up and down year. 
She went from averaging 11 
points per game to 15.8 in post 
season. 

F Emily Peckham, Arch-
bishop Molloy

The senior continually im-
proved throughout her career 
and turned in her best cam-
paign this year. Peckham av-
eraged eight points and 10 re-
bounds a contest and became a 
real force in the paint for the 
Stanners.  

Continued from Page 49 
Continued from Page 49 

Basketball Molloy

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
There was talk of playoffs among 

Mets fans as the team opened the 2015 
season at Citi Field.

The Amazin’s faithful are buying 
into the idea their team can return to 
the post season for the first time since 
it reached the National League Cham-
pionship Series in 2006. Ozone Park 
native Mike Palermo, who now lives in 
Southold, said his young son, Stephen, 
has only known the Mets to be a losing 
team. There is reason to believe that will 
change. 

“We have a lot more in the way of 
expectations this year,” said Palermo. 
“We feel that they have the horses. They 
should make a wild card.”

The regular season record crowd of 
43,947 was another reason to buy into 
that. They were treated to a gorgeous 
60-degree day and a 2-0 Mets win over 
the Phillies at Citi Field Monday after-
noon. It only continues to fuel fans belief 
in the organization.

“I’m probably more optimistic about 
this one than past years,” said Astoria 
native Jeff Frediani. “It seems like the 

team is better, more excitement.”
The victory came after the opening 

ceremonies where the Mets honored 
NYPD Officers Rafael Ramos and Wen-
jian Liu, who were shot in their patrol 
car last December, with a moment of 
silence. Their families, joined by Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, threw out the ceremonial 
first pitch. De Blasio was booed heavily 
by the sell out crowd.    

“It was nice to have them here,” Mets 

starter Jacob deGrom said.  
Fans were given plenty 

more to cheer about after that. 
DeGrom, last year’s NL Rookie 
of the Year, tossed 6.1 scoreless 
innings and Juan Lagares and 
Travis d’Arnaud each drove in 
runs. 

Barbara Mundy of Middle 
Village has been going to Mets 
games since she was 12 years 
old when the team played at the 
Polo Grounds. The team’s pitch-
ing has her excited about what 
is to come this year. 

“They have really good 
pitching, so everybody is hope-
ful,” Mundy said. 

The Mets came into the game off a 
.500 road trip to start the year, which in-
cluded a series win over the Washington 
Nationals, the defending NL East cham-
pions. Playing well against Washington, 
which the Mets struggled mightily with 
last year, and having the crosstown Yan-
kees off to a slow start has fans believing 
the tide could turn in their club’s favor.

“The Yankees are not looking so 
hot so it’s a good year to be a Mets fan 

I hope,” said Long Island City resident 
Jon Pollack.

It’s also another good year to eat at 
Citi Field. The ballpark, which also saw 
its right centerfield fence moved in for a 
second time, offers new menu items. Pat 
LaFrieda added a meatball hero. There 
are flat bread sandwiches by Chef Josh 
Capon and bacon on a stick at Pig Guy 
NYC among others. Bayside resident 
Gina Katsoulaski, who got tickets for her 
birthday from her brother Anthony, was 
excited by the additional choices. 

“I love bacon,” Katsoulaski said. “I’ll 
eat bacon any day of the week.” 

The Mets are hoping to draw fans 
back to Citi Field with more than tasty 
treats. The Amazins feel their play will 
continue to produce large crowds in 
Flushing. The Mets have talked about 
making the playoffs and know its fans 
are hungry to see the chatter backed up.

“Our fan base said, ‘OK we are going 
to come and see it,” Mets manager Terry 
Collins said. “Today I think was a big 
step forward for us. I hope the guys en-
joyed it because we hope to fill this place 
again. This summer for sure.”  

Mets centerfielder Juan Lagares gets the Opening 
Day crowd on its feet with this steal of  second base. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Citi Field fi lled with Amazin optimism
Mets Opening Day in Flushing brings out crowds of fans already dreaming of September
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Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 68

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.
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SALE ENDS 
SUNDAY

AT 5PM!

www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

855-782-1680
EAST HILLS CHEVY DOUGLASTON 
240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362

GET OUT OF YOUR GM LEASE EARLY.***

2015 CHEVROLET
CRUZE LS

Stk# S0349, Reference #16301, Auto, 
1.4L Turbo, Bluetooth, Traction Control, 
Stabilitrak, PW/PL/PM, 38 MPG HWY

MSRP $19,695

LEASE
FOR$59PER

MO.
24 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$19,995 LEASE

FOR$89PER
MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$15,795

LEASE
FOR $99 PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$18,995 LEASE

FOR$119PER
MO.
24 MOS.

SALE
PRICE $26,995

2015 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX LS 

Stk# S0585, Reference #16303, 
Auto, 2.4L V4, 4G LTE, WiFi, Bluetooth, 
PW/PL/PM, Remote Keyless, Cruise, 

Traction Control, Stabilitrak, 
MSRP $25,530

2015 CHEVROLET
MALIBU LS 

Stk# S0068, Reference #16302, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, PW/PL/PM, 
Remote Keyless, Cruise, ABS, Stabilitrak, 

Bluetooth, MSRP $23,440

LEASE
FOR$189PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$23,995

2015 CHEVROLET
CAMARO LS 

Stk# S0409, Reference #16307, Auto, 
3.6L V6, OnStar, Paddle Shifters, AM/FM, 

Alloy Wheels, Bluetooth, MSRP $26,760

LEASE
FOR$179PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE $22,799

2015 CHEVROLET
IMPALA LS 

Stk# S0299, Reference #16306, Auto, 
2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, PW/PL/PM, Rear 

Park Assist, Cruise, ABS, Stabilitrak, 
Bluetooth, MSRP $28,455

LEASE
FOR$669PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE $59,795

2015 CHEVROLET
SUBURBAN LT 4X4

Stk SKNM00, Reference #16309, Auto, 
5.3L V8, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, 20” 

Wheels, DVD, MSRP $62,920

LEASE
FOR$179 PER MO.

39 MOS.

2015 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500 
DOUBLE CAB 4X4 

Stk# S0301, Reference #16310, Auto, 
4.3L V6, W/T, PW/PL/PM, Rear Camera, 

Remote Keyless, MSRP $37,200

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE AWD LS 
Stk# S0507S, Reference #16304, Auto, 

3.6L V6, Power Drivers Seat, Remote 
Keyless, Traction Control, Stabilitrak, 

Bluetooth, MSRP $33,695

LEASE
FOR$499PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE $47,995

2015 CHEVROLET
TAHOE LS 4X4

Stk# N15882, Reference #16308, 
Auto, 5.3L V8, 20” Wheels, Cloth front 

Bench Seat, Rear Park Assist, Bluetooth, 
Power Seats, Remote Start, Rear Camera, 

MSRP $51,370

2014 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500 

REG CAB 4X4
Stk# R0542, Auto, 5.3L V8, W/T, Trailer 
Equipment Pkg, Snow Plow Prep pkg

MSRP $36,225

Must present ad to receive advertised specials. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All leases subject to primary lenders approval. Must qualify for Tier 1 credit approval. Must finance 80% thru dealer. All leases are 10k miles per year. 
Customer responsible for wear and tear at 25 Cents additional per mile. **Diesel and synthetic oil additional. ***Must be in GM Master Manifest list to qualify. Not all buyers will qualify. All pricing includes competitive lease (non GM‘99 or newer) or GM 
loyalty rebate. Silverado must trade a ‘99 or newer vehicle and must have a’99 or newer Silverado in household. All leases require $1995 down (Traverse, Impala, Malibu, Tahoe & Suburban $2995 down) $595 bank fee, plus tax, tags, dmv and dealer 

fees. Due at Signing (excludes tax, tags & fees)= Cruze $2679, Equinox $2649, Malibu $3689, Impala $3769, 2015 Silverado $2769, Traverse $3709, Tahoe $4089, Camaro $2779, Suburban $4259. All rebates/incentives assigned to dealer. Pictures 
for illustrative purposes only. Not valid on prior deals. No two offers can be combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for complete details. Douglaston dmv# 7105766, dca# 1279637. Ad expires 5 days after publication. 

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

Auto Rewards Earnings 
Program 
Up To $5,000 Vehicle Discount - For 
You, Friends or Family.

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want.**

Members-Only Parts & 
Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

FREE NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

FREE Service Loaner 
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

FREE Drop-Off Valet 
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

FREE Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

FREE Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

FREE Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

FREE Gift Certificate 
Rewards 
Your Achievements Unlock Gifts.

FREE Lost Key Return 
Service 
Keeping You Worry-Free & Hassle-Free.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH PURCHASE:

And Much More!

EXCLUSIVE

SALE
PRICE$27,995


