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BY MADINA TOURE

The NYPD launched 
its brand-new social me-
dia campaign at the 109th 
Precinct’s monthly council 
meeting at the Police Acad-
emy in College Point last 
week.

Nearly 200 people packed 
into the auditorium of the 

police academy on College 
Point Boulevard and 28th 
Avenue for the council’s 
monthly meeting, the first 
precinct council meeting 
to be held at the academy, 
as representatives from the 
NYPD and the 109th Pre-
cinct announced  the new 
program.

The NYPD is piloting 

the program in the 109th 
Precinct, whose cover-
age area is Auburndale, 
Bay Terrace, Beechhurst, 
College Point, downtown 
Flushing, East Flushing, 
Fort Totten, Kissena Park, 
Linden Hill, Malba, Mur-
ray Hill, Queensboro Hill 
and Whitestone.
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BY BILL PARRY

In October, the SculptureCen-
ter completed a 14-month, $4.5 
million expansion and renovation 
that modernized the facility at 44-
19 Purves St., which was once a 
trolley car repair depot. 

Last week it was announced 
that the center will be honored 
with a prestigious award from the 
New York Landmarks Conservan-
cy for the careful way it carried 
out the project that transformed a 
century-old building into a large 
art institution.

On April 30, the SculptureCen-
ter will be one of nine recipients 
of the Lucy G. Moses Preserva-
tion Awards, also known as the 
“Preservation Oscars,” which are 
the Conservancy’s highest honors 
for excellence in preservation. 

The project was designed by ar-
chitect Andrew Berman who has 
also done work for the New York 
Public Library and MoMA PS1.

“The Moses Awards celebrate 
terrific preservation projects,” 
Peg Breen, the Conservancy’s 
president, said. “Several of this 
year’s winners demonstrate how 
historic building can be adapted 
to meet contemporary needs and 
economic vitality in neighbor-
hoods across the city.”

The project created a 
2,000-square-foot addition and 
upgrade to its original structure 
built out over an adjacent vacant 
lot. The new structure is a mod-
ern entrance lobby with several 
amenities that augment the studio 
space, including rooms for ticket-
ing, orientation and visitors’ ser-

Julius Freeman, one of the original Tuskegee Airmen, is dressed in his 
orginal, World War II uniform for the Jamaica NAACP’s Founder’s Day 
Celebration at Mt. Olivet Baptist honoring the vets of World War II.   
 Photo by Nat Valentine

STILL AN ORIGINAL

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Jack Friedman was buried 
on Sunday afternoon, the day of 
his birthday when he would have 
turned 56, at Parkside Memorial 
Chapels in Rego Park. 

Friedman led a civic life that 
many called unmatched in enthu-
siasm and energy.  He was most 
recently the executive director 
of the Queens Chamber of Com-
merce and the huge turnout of 
people for his funeral reflected his 
legacy as a champion of Queens. 

The Bellrose resident is sur-
vived by his wife, Lori, and chil-
dren, Cara and Daniel, in their 
mid-20s 

“I will always be a daddy’s 
girl. Happy birthday, Dad,” Cara 
said at the funeral. 

Friedman, who had led the 
chamber since 2007, died April 
9. Many Queens lawmakers at-
tended the funeral. His family 
members and a childhood friend 
spoke at the funeral, addressing 
the hundreds of people who at-
tended. 

“My uncle taught me you 
shouldn’t always tell people what 
they wanted to hear,” said Fried-

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

The time for debating has ended over plans to 
transfer the burden of transporting goods from 
trucks to freight trains across New York Harbor 
 and the effects it would have on the Glendale-Mas-
peth area, where there are many train tracks. 

Over the years, the Port Authority has tried to 

Growing truck traffi c poses
big nightmare for Maspeth

Residents in the 109th Precinct can now 
post their quality of life concerns on 
a website powered by IdeaScale.  

Photo by Madina Toure

Friedman’s 
funeral held
on birthday

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 9

109th Pct. touts social media

Landmarks taps
renovation at 

SculptureCenter
New addition wins Preservation Oscar
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org

Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY 
April 26th

Noon to 3PM

FREE Door To Door Transportation from Queens

on Children’s Faces

Beautiful Campus conveniently located close to the 

    LI Expressway in Nassau County

 Your child deserves
a very special summer!
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BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of police officers, 
FBI field agents and the head of 
the New York Field Division, rep-
resentatives of other federal law 
enforcement agencies and a con-
tingent of U.S. Navy Seals filled 
the pews of the Church of St. Te-
resa in Woodside to pay their re-
spects to one of the NYPD’s top 
cops.

,More than 1,000 people at-
tended the funeral last week just 
blocks away from where Detec-
tive Harry Hill grew up.

Hill had risen through the 
ranks of the NYPD since join-
ing the Transit Police in 1990. He 
was a 9/11 First Responder before 
he was promoted to detective in 
2008. He was assigned to the Joint 
Terrorism Task Force where he 
handled security for all the major 
events in New York City and trav-
eled the world investigating “sen-
sitive cases.”

He was remembered by former 
partners as a great cop, a sharp 
detective and a terrific person, 
according to NYPD Sergeant Jim 
Braunstein. “He was so unique in 
that everybody loved him, even 
the bad guys,” Braunstein said.

When Hill was assigned 
to Transit District 2, his head-

quarters was in the World Trade 
Center. After 9/11 he worked at 
Ground Zero almost every day for 
a year, according to his former 
partner Patrick Noonan. “Even 

though he wasn’t a commander, 
he actually led everyone when he 
was down there,” Noonan said.

Hill’s commander, Chief James 
Waters, eulogized him, saying, “I 

would see Harry at special events 
and think there’s something spe-
cial about Harry. Why was this 
guy always smiling - what’s he so 
happy about?”

Waters called what happened 
to him on March 26 “unimagina-
ble.” That is when Hill went to his 
rheumatologist’s office for a cor-
tisone shot to relieve the pain he 
felt from arthritis and gout in his 
knee, a condition that might have 
been a result of his exposure to 
toxins during his year at Ground 
Zero, sources said. After the shot, 
Hill’s blood pressure dropped 
immediately and he went into 
cardiac arrest, according to his 
brother-in-law Jim Nicholson. 
EMS performed CPR and took 
him to NYU Langone, where he 
never regained consciousness. 

Nicholson added that his brain 
was deprived of oxygen for 10 to 
11 minutes and he went into ana-
phylactic shock, a very serious al-
lergic reaction. He was removed 
from life support on April 6 and 
died a short time later.

The NYPD said that the chief 
medical examiner would deter-
mine the cause of death. Detec-
tive Hill was only 46. 

Days after the funeral, before 
visiting his brother’s grave at 
Calvary Cemetery, Ray Hill said, 
“Everybody thought he was Su-
perman, but he was just Harry to 
me. My brother was half my life. 
Me and my family are devastated 
by this.”

Hindu community wants holidays on school calendar
BY MADINA TOURE

 
The Hindu community is put-

ting pressure on the city to recog-
nize three Hindu holidays on the 
public school calendar. 

Lawmakers and community 
leaders held a news conference on 
the steps of City Hall last week to 
call on the city Department of Ed-
ucation to designate Diwali, Jan-
mashtami and Dussehra, three 
Hindu religious holidays, on the 
city’s school calendar. 

Diwali, the festival of lights 
celebrated by Hindus every year, 
will occur Nov. 11, which is also 
Veterans Day. Janmashtami, the 
celebration of the birth of Hindu 
deity Krishna, will be held Sept. 
5. And Dussehra, the celebration 
of the victory of good over evil, is 
Oct. 22. 

The City Council’s education 

committee said Diwali adherents 
could receive a religious waiver, 
but the community prefers an of-
ficial holiday, said Pradip Das, co-
ordinator of the campaign, known 
as the New York City School Hin-
du Holiday Campaign. 

“We want more school days, 
but we don’t want to keep our 
children home when the school is 
open,” said Das, who is also direc-
tor of the Jamaica chapter of the 
American Hindu Council.

There are about 207,414 city 
residents who identify themselves 
as Asian Indian, according to the 
2010 U.S. Census. 

Starting in the 2015-2016 school 
year, schools will close Sept. 24 
for the Muslim holiday of Eid al-
Adha. Eid al-Fitr will be during 
the summer next year and will 
be a designated summer school 
holiday.

“It gives a good message that 
this is a multicultural, multi-
ethnic society and other children 
will know that there are other 

festivals, other faiths observed,” 
said Dr. Uma Mysoreka, presi-
dent of the Hindu Temple Society 
of North America in Flushing. 

Last week, state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) intro-
duced a bill that would eliminate 
Brooklyn-Queens Day for Lunar 
New Year, but the DOE said the 
holiday is a professional develop-
ment day for teachers so it cannot 
be done.

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), 
chairman of the education com-
mittee, introduced a non-binding 
resolution in July 2013 calling on 
the Council to recognize Diwali. 

While teaching fourth grade 
at PS 199 in Sunnyside, Dromm 
noticed students who celebrat-
ed Diwali were conflicted over 
whether to miss school. 

“I kind of felt it was unfair that 
students had to be put into a po-
sition to make that decision,” he 
said.

After an emotional funeral Mass at the Church of St. Teresa, officers carry Detective Harry Hill's coffin from the church. 
Photo by Bill Parry

The Hindu community is calling on the city to recognize three religious holi-
days.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Sunnyside mourns hero cop Harry Hill
Medical calamity claims life of popular anti-terror detective who worked at Ground Zero
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Making their Queens 
Theatre debut, JESSICA 
LANG DANCE brilliantly 
transforms classical ballet 
language into artfully 
crafted contemporary 
works. Hailed as “A master 
of visual composition” by 
“Dance Magazine,” the 
company seamlessly weaves 
mysterious music and 
striking design elements 
to create fearless, deeply 
emotional work.  
April 25 & 26
Saturday at 2pm & 8pm, 
Sunday at 3pm
Single Tickets: $42 
Member price: $38 
Rear seating: $25
Box Office: 718.760.0064 
www.queenstheatre.org

 “Completely original, and 
performed with pristine 
technique.” -Broadwayworld.com

 Jessica 
Lang 
Dance

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

BY MADINA TOURE

The Court of Appeals 
has upheld St. John’s Uni-
versity School of Law’s deci-
sion to invalidate the appli-
cation of   a student who did 
not disclose an arrest for a 
drug sale even though his 
record was expunged. 

In a 5-1 decision April 2, 
the court ruled that the law 
school’s decision to rescind 
the application of former 
student David Powers, 36, 
for failing to disclose on his 
admission application that 
he was originally arrested 
in 1999 for distribution of 
LSD and Ecstasy to an un-
dercover officer was not 
excessive. Powers sued the 
school in 2011. 

The decision was up-
held despite the fact that 
Powers, who lived in For-
est Hills during his time 
as a student, completed a 
rehabilitation program that 
dropped his charge to pos-
session and had his record 
expunged in 2005. 

Michael J. Keane, the at-
torney representing the law 
school, said the issue rests 
on Powers not disclosing all 
the information required in 
the application. 

“The policy is absolutely 
written in the sense that we 
say right in the application 
that if you omit material re-
quested, you may be subject 
to dismissal or rescission 
of an awarded degree,” he 
said. “It’s disclosed and the 
applicant signed a state-
ment acknowledging that he 
read that statement.”

But the attorney rep-
resenting Powers, Ronald 
Acevedo, who himself had 
run-ins with the law, sees it 
differently. 

“He’s being penalized 
for an arrest, not a convic-
tion, so he’s being thrown 
out for not being convicted 
of a crime, for allegedly fail-
ing to disclose an arrest,” 
Acevedo said. “An arrest 
is proof of nothing. Young 
black men get arrested on 
the streets of New York City 
for doing nothing.”

“A past felony convic-
tion does not automatically 
disqualify an applicant 

from being admitted to the 
bar,” Lise Bang-Jensen, a 
spokeswoman for the New 
York State Bar Association, 
wrote in an email. “The Ap-
pellate Division of the State 
Supreme Court makes that 
determination on an indi-
vidual basis.”

In 1999, Powers, then 21, 
was arrested on charges of 
distributing ( LSD and Ec-
stasy and pleaded guilty in 
2000. He entered into a plea 
bargain that said if he com-
pleted a drug rehabilitation 
program, he could receive 
a lesser charge of third-de-
gree possession and be sen-
tenced to probation. Powers 
completed the program. 

He received his Bachelor 
of Science in accounting at 
Monmouth University in 
New Jersey and became a 
certified public accountant.

He earned his master’s 
degree in taxation at Pace 
University in New York. In 
2004, he was hired by Price-
waterhouseCoopers, an ac-
counting firm, despite his 
conviction. 

In October 2005, his 
criminal conviction was ex-
punged in New Jersey. The 
expungement order stated 
that if Powers was ever 
asked about the incident, he 
could answer as if it never 
occurred, Acevedo said. 

In November 2005, he 
applied to be a full-time stu-
dent at St. John’s and was 
awarded a $20,000 scholar-
ship. He switched to part-
time, reducing his scholar-
ship to $15,000. 

He started in Septem-
ber 2006. He had a 3.2 GPA, 
ranking third out of 20 peo-
ple in the evening division. 
He completed three semes-
ters.

In 2008, Powers decided 
to petition for an advanced 
ruling with respect to past 
conduct because he wanted 
to return to law school and 
be sure that he could sit for 
the bar. 

But Katherine Sullivan, 
senior assistant dean for 
students, wrote in an email 
Dec. 4, 2008 that the school 
could not write a letter of 
support for him because the 
information he provided in 
his petition to the New York 
State Supreme Court Com-
mittee on Character and Fit-
ness regarding his original 
arrest was not included in 
his law school application. 

Powers took a leave ab-
sence to take a job in  Hong 
Kong from spring 2008 to 
fall 2008, where he worked 
as a director of a tax divi-
sion and head of finance for 
a hedge fund.

St. John’s University Law School in Jamaica Estates. 

Law student expelled
Court backs St. John’s decision on undisclosed drug arrest
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz and Deputy Mayor 
for Housing and Economic Devel-
opment Alicia Glen announced 
Wednesday the launch of the 
Jamaica Now Action Plan to re-
vitalize downtown Jamaica into 
a epicenter of tourism, transit, 
dining, and shopping area for all 
visitors.

 The event took place at the Ja-
maica Performing Arts Center. 

In total, the neighborhood is 
home to more than 150,000 resi-
dents and provides transporta-
tion services to more than 330,000 
daily commuters, according to 
the city. 

“Everyone here has long rec-
ognized Jamaica’s inherent po-
tential for smart growth,” said 
Katz. “So we shored up that will 
and now we finally have a way. 
The city cannot be clearer about 
our strong commitment to revi-
talize Jamaica’s downtown core 
and make it even more attractive 
to investors, even more livable for 
existing residents and businesses. 
It’s a focused commitment backed 

up by real city resources.”
The 21 strategic actions, 16 of 

which will be launched and imple-
mented over the next three years, 
will have be financed by $153 mil-
lion in current public funds.

“The Jamaica Now Action 

Plan is the blueprint we have de-
veloped hand in hand with the 
community to dedicate energy 
and investment on all fronts to 
realize Jamaica’s tremendous po-
tential,” Glen said. 

In addition to the items out-

lined in the Action Plan, Katz 
and the de Blasio administration 
announced an agreement on a 
marketing and branding pro-
gram specifically for Jamaica 
that includes wi-fi kiosks, a new 
program to draw attention to 
Jamaica’s cultural institutions, 
improvements for the southern 
lawn of King Park in Jamaica 
and Brinkerhoff Mall Park in St. 
Albans. 

“The commitment shown by 
Mayor de Blasio and Borough 
President Katz to Jamaica’s fu-
ture is very exciting to those of 
us who have worked for years to 
restore the area to its central role 
in the economic and community 
life in Queens and beyond,” said 
Greater Jamaica Development 
Corporation President Carlisle 
Towery, who will retire after 40 
years of service later this year.  

The 21-point Action Plan high-
lights include: $250,000 secured 
by the mayor’s office for Jamaica 
Avenue street improvements, 
entrepreneurship programs, en-
hanced public safety and an alli-
ance with culture groups. 

“The implementation of the 

Jamaica Now Action Plan will 
create the growth and revital-
ization that this community has 
needed and deserved for so long,” 
said Community Board 12 Chair-
woman Adrienne Adams. 

The Jamaica Now plan also 
covers the redevelopment of 168th 
Street Garage for a mixed-income 
housing, retail and community 
center and new affordable hom-
eownership and rentals. 

In conjunction with other city 
investments, it will also support 
approximately 3,000 new hous-
ing units, 500,000 square feet of 
retail space and 800 hotel rooms 
in Jamaica through economic op-
portunities, cultural amenities 
and infrastructure, according to 
the city. 

“Jamaica continues to grow, 
and under this plan, will im-
prove while staying true to the 
character of the neighborhood,” 
said state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-
Hollis).

The plan includes new initia-
tives around foreclosure preven-
tion and workforce training for 
community residents. 

Borough President Melinda Katz announces new initiatives in the Jamaica Now 
Action Plan, the revitalization program that has been the life's work of Carlisle 
Towery (far right), the retired head of Greater Jamaica Development Corp.  

Photo by Sadef Kully

Katz unveils strategy for downtown Jamaica 
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

The former chief ex-
ecutive officer of the shut-
tered Parkway Hospital in 
Queens, Dr. Robert Aquino, 
have served his time for 
bribing former state Sena-
tor Carl Kruger. But his 
punishment isn’t over. 

The state Appellate Divi-
sion recently approved the 
decision meted out by the 
state board that prevents 
Aquino from ever holding 
an administrator or man-
ager position in a medical 
facility. Aquino was sen-
tenced to prison for four 
months in 2012 after being 
found guilty of bribing Kru-
ger, a Brooklyn Democrat.  
But the punishment does 
not prevent Aquino from 
opening his own private 
practice.

Parkway Hospital 
closed in 2008 despite 
Aquino’s efforts to keep the 
70,000-square-foot hospi-
tal open by bribing Kruger 
in an attempt to gain his 
help. Aquino paid Kruger a 
$60,000 bribe in 2008 in a fu-
tile effort to save Parkway.

The hospital has sat va-
cant since the state Com-
mission on Healthcare Fa-
cilities shut it in 2008.

Aquino, the hospital’s 
owner and chief executive 
officer, fought off creditors 
for years. He eventually 
pleaded guilty to federal 
bribery charges.

Parkway cycled through 
bankruptcy and foreclosure 
cases after the U.S. Securi-

ties and Exchange Commis-
sion brought fraud charges 
against executives at Medi-
cal Capital Holdings, which 
had loaned money to the 
hospital.

The hospital was bought 
in 2014 by the firm Auberge 
Grand Central Limited 
Liability Company. They 
purchased the defunct 
hospital’s mortgages for 
$6.5 million in 2012 and 
then had a firm assess the 
56,400-square-foot lot’s mar-
ket rate at $6 million, court 
documents show.

Aquino was sentenced 
in 2012 , along with Kruger, 
who has been serving a 
seven-year prison sentence 
since then for soliciting 
bribes from Aquino and 
others. 

“Instead of pursuing le-
gitimate political process to 
try to keep Parkway Hospi-
tal open, CEO Robert Aqui-
no resorted to bribery.,” 
said Preet Bharara, the U.S. 
attorney in Manhattan, 
after his sentencing. “Mr. 

BY BILL PARRY

A Palestinian from the 
West Bank city of Ramal-
lah has fashioned his own 
version of the American 
Dream on the streets of 
Astoria. 

Since 2002, Fares 
“Freddy” Zeideia has oper-
ated a Vendy Award-win-
ning street cart serving 
Middle Eastern cuisine on 
Broadway and next month 
he will open a brick-and-
mortar restaurant.

Sometime next month, 
Zeideia will move his op-
eration from his familiar 
green “King of Falafel” 
truck into the Chirping 
Chicken restaurant at 30-
15 Broadway. He will cre-
ate his popular falafel and 
shawarma dishes as well 
as an expanded menu with 
additional items such as 
charcoal-grilled kabobs, 
Middle Eastern salads and 
hummus, baba ganoush 
and tabouli.

“I’ve been planning 
this for five years,” Zeideia 
said. “I had looked at sev-
eral places in Chicago, but 
then I found out the Chirp-
ing Chicken space was go-
ing to be available and I 
went for it. I wanted to stay 
is Astoria very badly, espe-
cially on Broadway because 
Broadway is my baby.”

His new restaurant 
will have seating for up 
to 30 customers who for 
nearly 13 years lined up at 
his truck at lunchtime in 

all kinds of weather. The 
“King of Falafel” truck was 
located at Broadway and 
30th Street outside the C-
Town Supermarket.

“But I knew I was going 
to have to move because the 
C-Town is closing and for 
the next two or three years 
I’d have no idea if I could 

still park there,” Zeideia 
said. A developer is plan-
ning to build a five-story 
apartment building with 
underground parking, 
with C-Town potentially 
returning to ground floor 
retail space.

Zeideia plans to con-
tinue operating his truck 

but he is not sure where he 
will put it. 

“Yes, the truck will stay, 
but with the new construc-
tion I’ll have to find a new 
location.  Perhaps I’ll put it 
under the el,” he said.

“King of Falafel” has 
been such a success that 
in 2010 it won two Vendy 
Awards. “We got both the 
People’s Choice and the 
Judges Award and that 
had never happened be-
fore,” he said.

 Between his truck, and 
another street cart he oper-
ates in Manhattan, “King 
of Falafel” has served as 
much as 120 pounds of 
meat a day, all carefully 
spiced using his mother’s 
recipes from Ramallah.

A typical day begins at 
5 a.m. when Zeideia and an 
assistant prepare every-
thing “from scratch,” in-
cluding the white, tahini 
and hot sauce. The work-
day ends around 10 p.m. 
unless he runs out of food 
early.

He said having a restau-
rant is a dream come true 
especially because it’s on 
Broadway in Astoria. 

“We’ve seen the kids 
from Long Island City High 
School grow up and have 
kids of their own,” Zeideia 
said. “They bring their 
kids back to meet me all 
the time, saying ‘here’s the 
man that fed me at school’ - 
I like that.”

ROBERT AQUINO 

Fares "Freddy" Zeideia is taking his famed "King of Falafel" in-
doors to a brick-and-mortar restaurant in Astoria next month. 

Photo courtesy Fares "Freddy" Zeideia

Aquino can never be
hospital exec: Court

King Falafel on the move
Astoria’s street vending legend to open traditional eatery
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Parking study tracks prime time trends
Bayside Village BID collects data to fi nd best solution to Bell Boulevard. congestion

BY TOM MOMBERG

 The Bayside Village Business 
Improvement District carried out 
a public parking study in Bayside 
over the last several weeks, cul-
minating Tuesday with a public 
meeting to include community 
input in that study.

 The public’s consensus was 
that the data collected from pay 
meters, public parking and the 
residential areas surrounding 
the Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion only confirmed their already 
firm beliefs that parking avail-
ability is severely scarce.

 The study was conducted by 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin Inc, or 
VHB, with $20,000 in city grant 
funds allocated by Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside). It com-
bined three data components: 
on-street pay meter parking on 
Bell Boulevard and its immedi-
ate cross streets, residential-area 
street parking that fills up in the 

morning from LIRR commuters 
and long-term and short-term use 
of the city Department of Trans-

portation municipal lot on 41st 
Avenue.

 By a parking consultant’s 
standards, a parking utilization 
rate of 85 percent to 90 percent is 
considered full and in desperate 
need of reconfiguration.

 Based on VHB’s estimates, 
there are roughly 344 on-street 
pay meter parking spaces within 
the BID’s boundaries. In data col-
lected from the city’s unimeters 
along Bell Boulevard, those spac-
es are used at a rate of 85 percent 
to 95 percent between the hours of 
1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

 Matt Carmody, the director 
of transportation for VHB, pre-
sented “heat maps” during the 
public meeting, which displayed 
the utilization of parking on resi-
dential streets within a half mile 
radius of the LIRR Station on 41st 
Avenue, color coding the streets 
at different times of day.

 The streets with a utilization 
rate at or above 85 percent were 

marked in red. And between 8 
a.m. and the end of data collection 
at 7 p.m., the residential street 
map of Bayside was almost noth-
ing but red.

 There are 12 permit-only 
parking spaces in the DOT lot as 
well as 47 short-term (four-hour 
maximum) parking spaces and 
33 available long-term (15-hour 
maximum) parking spaces. 

 In VHB’s findings, the munici-
pal lot does not fill up until the af-
ternoon, around 1 p.m. But once it 
is full, it stays full, because there 
are limited options at that point 
in the day for parking on residen-
tial streets.

 “I think people know they can 
find free parking on the street, 
so they don’t come and use the 
long-term parting in the lot in the 
morning,” Carmody said.

 When compared to the neigh-
boring Long Island town of Great 
Neck, where there are 600 on-
street parking spots and 2,000 

municipal off-street parking 
spots, shoppers might decide to 
steer clear of Bell Boulevard for 
the sake of time and convenience. 
That is the BID’s concern. 

 Bayside Village BID Execu-
tive Director Lyle Sclair said he 
and the parking consultants will 
have to look at both long-term so-
lutions, as well as actions that can 
be taken in the interim to make 
Bell Boulevard more attractive to 
shoppers, diners and bar goers. 

 “Part of the job of the BID is 
to promote local business and 
to make things as convenient 
as possible to come to an area,” 
said Sclair , pointing out he will 
need to set up a network of com-
munication among businesses to 
establish things like shared park-
ing for merchants that operate at 
different times of day.

Councilman Paul Vallone address-
es Bayside residents during a pub-
lic meeting about the Bell Boulevard 
Parking study, which his often helped 
to secure grant funding for.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Visit us at 
www.Timesledger.com
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months

Ph
ot

o 
by

 Ja
de

 A
lbe

rt

BY MADINA TOURE
 

Community Board 7 turned 
down an application for a mosque 
to be built on Parsons Boulevard 
and disapproved another by a 
manufacturer seeking to expand 
its facility in College Point.

The board unanimously de-
nied an application by not-for-
profit Masjid-e-Noor to build a 
mosque at 46-05 Parsons Blvd. on 
the grounds that it did not fit the 
character of the neighborhood 
amid concerns about the build-
ing’s architectural integrity. The 
board tabled a vote on the propos-
al in January. 

The issue is more than just 
the application not matching the 
character of the neighborhood, 
according to Chuck Apelian, CB 
7’s first vice chairman. 

Apelian said that more con-
gregants would be attending the 
mosque than the group antici-
pates. 

“There is great doubt and con-
cern about the integrity of the 
presentation and the need of their 
program spaces for this site,” 

 Apelian said. 
Concerns included the group’s 

request for bulk waivers to ex-
ceed the maximum community 
facility floor area allowed in the 
property’s zoning district, which 
is designated for residential hous-
ing. 

The developers also sought to 

change the mandated floor area 
ratio of 0.5 in the R2 district — 
zoned for single-family homes — 
to 1.045 , cut down two trees and 
waive the yard and parking re-
quirements to address the prop-
erty’s irregular shape. 

The property is an oddly 
shaped 4,773-square-foot corner 

lot, according to an Aug. 22 state-
ment of facts and findings pre-
pared for the city Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals by Simons & 
Wright. The group anticipated 
the mosque would serve about 420 
worshipers, 95 percent of whom 
live in the mosque’s 11355 zip 
code. 

Two floors would house the 
prayer rooms, one for 210 men and 
the other for 210 women because 
they pray separately. On week-
ends, the imam or the religious 
scholars would hold Quranic 
classes to teach roughly 100 stu-
dents. 

Board member Tyler Cassell, a 
member of the land use commit-
tee, said the committee voted to 
deny the application, but he pro-
posed an alternative. 

The Mormon Church on 144-27 
Sanford Ave., whose site contains 
a six-story apartment building 
with 13,300 square feet and a 
parking lot for about 25 vehicles, 
is moving to a different site and 
could accommodate the mosque’s 
needs, Cassell said. 

“They’re very interested in 
looking at this site as a possibil-

ity,” Cassell said. 
Masjid-e-Noor was not at the 

meeting. The group’s attorney, 
Emily Simons, told board mem-
bers and residents the group 
was unable to make the changes 
requested by the community.  In 
January, a representative for the 
group said they would consider 
addressing community concerns 
or pursue other legal options.

“An extensive analysis was 
done of the existing plan and it 
 was found that there was just 
nothing that could be done to ac-
commodate,” Simons said. 

The board also voted 33-3 to 
deny an application by S&L Aero-
space Metals at 120-12 28th Ave. in 
College Point seeking to buy two 
lots from the city to expand its fa-
cility. One lot is owned by the city 
Economic Development Corpora-
tion and the other is owned by the 
city of New York.  

In 2010, the CoFire Asphalt 
Company acquired land via a 
land swap in College Point. The 
company was supposed to take 
care of the site, but failed to do so, 
according to Apelian.  

CB 7 denies proposal for mosque in Flushing

CB 7 board member Tyler Cassell discusses a proposal for a mosque to be built 
on Parsons Boulevard. Photo by Madina Toure



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, A
PRIL 19, 2015

9

man’s nephew Jason Berry. 
“You tell them what they 
need to know.”

Friedman’s death was 
unexpected, according to 
those who were close to 
him and they described 
him as a “champion” of the 
borough. 

Among Friedman’s 
many accomplishments 
was his ability to advocate 
for businesses in Queens. 
In Flushing, he helped 
guide the creation of a new 
Chamber of Commerce that 
aimed to unite Flushing’s 
diverse community. 

“This is a huge loss for 
the Queens community,” 
said John Choe, executive 
director for the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Com-
merce. “Jack has been a 
great champion of the busi-
ness community. And he’s 
helped raise the profile of 
our borough.”

Friedman suffered from 
diabetes and, according to 
a close friend, his kidneys 
failed over the past week, 
which put him on a dialysis 

machine. 
State Assemblyman 

David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows) mourned the 
loss of Friedman, whom 
he met in the early 2000s 
when Friedman was presi-
dent of School District 26. 
Weprin, who attended the 
funeral along with many 
other elected officials, was 
attracted to Friedman’s fi-
ery sense of civic duty and 
hired him to be his chief of 
staff. At the time Weprin 
was a City Council member 
and he credits Friedman 
with spearheading vari-
ous initiatives that have 
affected people across the 
borough. 

Although Friedman 

was with the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce, 
his efforts stretched far be-
yond the business sphere. 
As Weprin’s chief of staff, 
he helped passed an after-
school program in Queens 
for autistic children. And 
he advised and helped Choe 
launch the Flushing Cham-
ber of Commerce, which 
was created in 2014. 

“It has been incred-
ible to hear all the stories 
people have about working 
and their friendships with 
Jack,”  the Queens Cham-
ber when it released infor-
mation about the Parkside 
funeral at 98-60 Queens 
Blvd. in Rego Park.

“He was the middleman 
between the little guy who 
owned a business and our 
political officials,” said 
Rabbi

Ernest Mayerfeld ,who 
conducted the funeral ser-
vices. “That’s why there 
are so many people in this 
room.” 

Reach reporter Eric 
Jankiewicz by e-mail at 
ejankiewicz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

The goal of the program 
is to determine quality of 
life issues such as graffiti, 
speeding, excessive noise, 
double-parked cars and 
truck traffic.

Capt. Thomas Conforti 
said they are aiming for 
an “intimate, unique blog 
group.” 

“We’re not trying to  
exclude people, but we’re 
trying to include the right 
people,” Conforti said. 

Zach Tumin, the NYPD’s 
deputy commissioner for 
strategic initiatives, said 
the program is an experi-
ment that will require com-
munity input. 

“We will be watching 
this closely and with great 
interest,” Tumin said. 

The website officially 
launched the night of April 
8. Residents can visit www.
nypd.ideascale.com and 
register. 

The current question on 
the website asks residents 
what disorderly conditions 

in their neighborhood 
trouble them the most and 
would improve quality of 
life in their neighborhood 
if they were addressed. Res-
idents can comment and 
submit suggestions. 

The question will be up 
for two weeks, after which 
the precinct will pursue 
another question. The 
question may be up longer 
if feedback is very good or 
to give people more time to 
register, for example.

The precinct has been 
promoting the new program 
through social media and 
fliers at events and eventu-
ally shopping centers. 

There are more than 
100,000 residents in the 
precinct’s area, according 
to Chrissy Voskerichian, 
president of the precinct’s 
community council. 

So far, there are about 
700 users registered on the 
website. 

Issues raised on the web-
site include a larger police 
presence, alcohol, loitering, 
speeding, stop sign viola-
tions and more interaction 
between residents and pre-
cinct officers.

Voskerichian said she is 
organizing a meeting with 
civic leaders and elected 
officials or their represen-
tatives. 

“We get dozens of com-
ments every single day,” 
Voskerichian said in an in-
terview with TimesLedger. 

Pauline Murray, presi-
dent of the Flushing chap-
ter of the National Con-
gress of Black Women, 
expressed concerns about 
the lack of the diversity of 
the audience and limited 
access for individuals with 
disabilities.

But she said the pro-
gram is in its beginning 
stages.

“This is in experimen-
tal stage so you have to 
give them the benefit of the 
doubt,” Murray said. 

Voskerichian said she 
could not speak to how long 
the pilot phase would last, 
but said it is a work in prog-
ress. 

“There’s a lot of engage-
ment, there’s a lot of inter-
action,” she said. “We just 
have to really remember 
that the 109 is the pilot for 
this.”

Continued from Page 1 

Friedman

Continued from Page 1 
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vices such as a bookshop, 
seating and restrooms as 
well as an enclosed court-
yard for outdoor exhibi-
tions.

SculptureCenter was 
a pioneer in 2001, when 
it joined the burgeoning 
art world of Long Island 
City, purchasing the brick 
building that was built in 
1908 and still bears a faded 
sign reading “Derrick and 
Hoist Co. Inc.” Famed ar-
chitect Maya Lin designed 
a renovation that enabled 
the space to open, with the 
understanding that the 
institution’s needs would 
be fully met with another 
phase of expansion. 

When it opened in 2001, 
there was virtually nothing 
else on the dead-end Purves 
Street. Now the Sculpture-
Center is surrounded by 
sleek luxury residential 
towers.

The completion of the 
project, half of which was 
paid for by the city and the 
rest by private donors, al-
lows the non-profit center 

to further its mission to 
nurture the work of emerg-
ing artists.

“SculptureCenter is 
honored to receive this 
year’s Lucy G. Moses Pres-
ervation Award,” the cen-
ter’s executive director and 
chief curator, Mary Ceruti, 
said. “Andre Berman’s 
sensitive and thoughtful 
expansion and renovation 
honor the dramatic steel 
and brick structure of the 
existing building while cre-
ating a stronger street pres-
ence as well as generously 
proportioned new spaces 
for the production and dis-
play of sculpture. As the 
neighborhood becomes 
populated with more glass 
and steel, we felt it was im-
portant to preserve some of 
it industrial history.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Sculpture
come up with a solution to 
get trucks off commercial 
roads and the most recent 
plans are known as the 
Cross Harbor Freight Pro-
gram. During the public 
discussion period, which 
ended in March, residents 
and lawmakers from the 
area around Fresh Pond 
Rail Terminal and the 
Maspeth Yard argued that 
increased train traffic 
would create more noise 
and sound pollution.

“The outdated tracks 
and locomotives at the 
terminal produce exces-
sive noise late at night, 
vibrations that have been 
known to damage homes, 
and harmful air pollution 
that spews into the sur-
rounding residential com-
munities,” Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) wrote in a let-
ter to the director of the 
project, Mark Hoffer. 

According to the Port 
Authority’s schedule, the 
agency will incorporate 
such comments and con-

cerns into creating a final 
Environmental Impact 
Study this spring followed 
by a decision in the sum-
mer. 

Along with the pro-
posal to transfer reliance 
from trucks to trains, the 
Authority offered 10 pro-
posals that consist of both 
rail tunnel and water op-
tions to move goods across 
New York Harbor. Rail 

tunnel options can take 
anywhere from 111,000 to 
157,000 trucks off the road 
daily in New York and 
New Jersey, while water 
options are estimated to 
take 17,000 to 30,000 trucks 
off the road daily, accord-
ing to the Port Authority.

And getting trucks off 
the road, the Port Author-
ity argues, would help re-
duce traffic and pollution. 

In a study, the authority 
found that over 90 percent 
of freight crossing be-
tween the west and east of 
the Hudson River is trans-
ported by trucks. 

The study continues, 
“Trucks hauling freight 
in the region share an ex-
tensive highway and road-
way system with passen-
ger cars, buses, and other 
non-freight vehicles. This 
condition contributes to 
extensive traffic conges-
tion on roadways.” 

The study traces most 
of the traffic congestion 
that commuters associate 
with rush hour back to 
trucks using roads to move 
goods across the area. 

But residents and elect-
ed officials in surround-
ing neighborhoods con-
tend that the tunnel and 
train plans would greatly 
reduce their quality of life 
because of increased train 
traffic passing through 
Fresh Pond Rail Yard. 
And while residents wait 
for the Port Authority to 
make a decision, they are 
also preparing to resist 
the plans. 

Continued from Page 1 

Freight

For more hyper-local 
news, visit us at

www.Timesledger.com

Politicians in western Queens worry if the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey expands the rail or builds a multimodal 
system for delivering freight, it will mean more truck traffic in 
the area.  Photo by Christina Santucci
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