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BY BILL PARRY

The owner of a popular 
Sunnyside pet store has 
expanded, opening a sec-
ond location in Astoria last 
month. Wespaw Pet Phar-
macy, located at 37-15 23rd 
Ave., brings pet owners 
quality medication with ex-

cellent customer service.
“Our main focus is to 

bring affordable health 
care to the pets of western 
Queens,” owner Sam Ab-
drabouh said. “I’d love the 
consumer to shop us be-
fore they go anywhere else. 
We’ve been well received in 
Astoria. I find it convenient 

and lively and the location 
is very accessible, allowing 
us to deliver to our custom-
ers in all five boroughs and 
beyond.”

The veterinarian-exclu-
sive pharmacy, the first of 
its kind in Astoria, caters 
to all animals filling called-
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
Four 103rd Precinct officers 

who survived a 2014 hatchet at-
tack are being recognized at the 
22nd Annual Top Cops Awards 

dinner by the National Associa-
tion of Police Organizations for 
actions above and beyond the call 
of duty in May in Washington, 
D.C.

“It is a very competitive bid,  

They won statewide and were in 
the top five finalists, and now 
they will get to meet President 
Obama next month,” said Capt. 
James Fey, who was filling in for 
Deputy Inspector John Cappel-

mann at the community precinct 
meeting because he will join his 
officers in Washington for the 
award ceremony. 

Since 1994 the National Associ-
ation of Police Organizations has 
presented the Top Cops awards.

NYPD Officers Kenneth Hea-
ley, Taylor Kraft, Joseph Meeker 
and Peter Rivera fought off and 
fatally shot a crazed “self-radical-
ized” man. The officer were at-
tacked by Zale Thompson, 32, from 
Queens Village, who caught the 
officers offguard and assaulted 
them with a sharp, 18-inch, hand 
ax in downtown Jamaica in Octo-
ber last year. Healey was struck 
with the hatchet on the side of his 
head and Meeker had his right 
arm sliced by the weapon before 
officers on the scene shot Thomp-
son 19 times, killing him. 

Healey, from Long Beach, has 
gone through two skull recon-
structive surgeries since the in-
cident and is looking forward to 
getting back to work, according to 
Deputy Inspector Cappelmann.  

“Officer Healy is doing very 
well and will finish the last of his 
surgeries soon,” Fey said. 

An independent awards selec-

BY BILL PARRY

Last year’s Taste of Sunnyside 
was so well received, even by crit-
ics of the idea, that the block-long 
festival tent under the No. 7 sub-
way will return for another go 
May 19. Tickets for the popular 
annual neighborhood restaurant 
promotion inside the went on sale 
last week and are already selling 
at a faster rate than in 2014.

“We had such a great time un-
der that tent that we had to do it 
again,” Sunnyside Shines Execu-
tive Director Rachel Thieme said. 
“This year we’re going to add pic-
nic tables along the sides of the 
tent to make even greater use of 
the space.”

More than 500 people attended 
last year’s event between 45th and 
46th Streets and Queens Boule-
vard. Many skeptics said the pol-
lution and noise from traffic on 
the boulevard, and even pigeon 
droppings, would spoil the event, 
but they were proven wrong.

Everybody had their reser-
vations, but I knew it was going 
to work out,” Claret Wine Bar 
Manager Justin Costello said. “It 

BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of real estate industry profession-
als gathered at the Con Edison Learning Center 
on Vernon Boulevard for the Long Island City 
Partnership’s 9th Annual Real Estate Breakfast 
Wednesday. 

The main feature of the event, entitled the 

BID releases data tracking
boomtown trends in LIC

Wespaw Pets success in Sunnyside led 
owner Sam Abdrabaugh to expand into 
Astoria. Photo courtesy of Westpaws

Sunnyside fete
returns to tent 
under 7 train

Queens cops head to White House
Obama will honor four 103rd Pct. offi cers for heroism during hatchet attack

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Vet pharmacy fi lls pets’ meds

The 11th annual Sakura Matsuri Festival (that’s Japanese for cherry blossoms) cannot have come on a more beau-
tiful spring day in Flushing Meadows Park. New trees like these were planted along the Grand Central at the event 
sponsored by the Japanese American Association and the Parks Dept. Photo by Julie Weissman

SPRING IN BLOOM
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY TOM MOMBERG

 A Manhattan judge has 
ruled that the Queens fam-
ily of Chun Hsien Deng can 
file a late claim against 
CUNY Baruch College, 
where he was a student 
when he died during an al-
leged hazing ritual during 
a trip with a fraternity to 
Pennsylvania in December 
2013.

 Deng’s family lives in 
Oakland Gardens.

The 18-year-old Deng, 
who was called Michael, 
was allegedly killed during 
a hazing rite known as the 
“glass ceiling” at a house 
in Tunkhannock, Pa. in the 
Pocono Mountains, accord-
ing to an affidavit origi-
nally filed by the Pocono 
Mountain Regional Police 
Department.

 Deng was not a member 
of the Pi Delta Psi fraterni-
ty but was a “pledge,” who 
gathered that weekend in 
Pennsylvania with about 20 
fraternity members.

 Pledges, including Deng, 
were blindfolded carrying 
backpacks full of sand and 
were ordered to make it to 
a particular goal line as the 
fraternity members struck 
them and tried to prevent 
them from reaching the 
end, the affidavit said.

 Nobody has yet been 
charged in the incident, 
but the Monroe County 
coroner’s office said it had 
recently ruled the death a 
homicide.

 Pi Delta Psi is an Asian-
American cultural frater-
nity that has about 25 chap-
ters at schools around the 
country.  After the incident 
National Fraternity Presi-
dent Andy Meng, the broth-
er of U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), said the Ba-
ruch chapter’s hazing rit-
ual and the Pennsylvania 
trip were not sanctioned by 
the fraternity.

 CUNY permanently 
banned Pi Delta Psi imme-
diately following Deng’s 

death. Baruch College also 
told the court that 11 frater-
nity members had taken an 
anti-hazing workshop and 
signed agreements not to 
participate in hazing prac-
tices three months prior to 
the incident, according to 
an affidavit by Shadia Sa-
chedina, Baruch’s director 
of student life.

 As the administrator of 
Deng’s estate, his mother 
Xiu Fen Liu previously 
filed notice to file claim 
against the City University 
of New York for monetary 
losses resulting from his 
death. That proposed claim 
was served on Oct. 6, 2014, 
well within the mandated 
90 days of an appointment 
Liu set with the court. 

 But the claim was never 
followed through, because 
it was not verified by Liu 
as the claimant in time. 
Nor was the claim verified 
by her attorney, Bill Fried-
lander, as required by the 
Court of Claims Act. 

Liu, Deng’s family and 
Friedlander could not be 
reached for comment.

 In Liu’s more recent no-
tice to file a claim, she said 
she filed late because CUNY 
had access to more informa-

tion to build a case than she 
and her attorney had at the 
time. She argued that a po-
lice investigation was still 
ongoing in Pennsylvania, 
so much of the information 
about the incident was be-
ing withheld from Deng’s 
family, shielded by the 
federal Family Education 
Rights and Privacy Act.

Judge Alan Marin of 
New York’s Court of Claims 
concluded in his ruling 
that in all factors provided 
by the Court of Claims Act, 
“Liu, individually and as 
the administrator of the 
Estate of Chun Hsien Deng, 
is entitled to submit a late 
claim.”

 The Pocono police, who 
are conducting the inves-
tigation, would not com-
ment on why the probe has 
not yet been concluded and 
why there have been no 
charges. 

 The Monroe County dis-
trict attorney, whose juris-
diction covers the Pocono 
Mountains, could not be 
reached for comment.

 The information gath-
ered by the Pocono police 
or DA could be made avail-
able by court order if Liu 
follows through with her 
suit despite the ongoing in-
vestigation. 

 CUNY argued that be-
cause the college was not 
aware of the fraternity’s 
trip to Pennsylvania and 
because some members 
signed an anti-hazing 
agreement tthat Liu should 
not be allowed to file a 
claim against the univer-
sity system. 

 Liu and her attorney 
were granted the claim any-
way. They were required to 
submit the verified claim 
by Saturday, April 25.

 .
 Friedlander could not 

be reached for comment 
either.

 Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Family can fi le claim
in hazing case: Judge

Chun (Michael) Hsien Deng, 
died in December 2013 while on 
a trip to Pennsylvania with the 
Pi Delta Psi fraternity of CUNY 
Baruch College.

VISIT US AT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and park ad-
vocates say they are hope-
ful after a panel of judges 
heard arguments last week 
in the case of a proposed 
megamall on the former 
site of Shea Stadium. 

The appeal filed by Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
City Club of New York, 
Queens Civic Congress, 
several members of Willets 
Point United and nearby 
residents and business 
owners against the Willets 
West mega-mall proposal 
was argued before the state 
Appellate Division.

The Willets West mall 
project is part of the Queens 
Development Group’s $3 bil-
lion redevelopment of Wil-
lets Point into a new neigh-
borhood with commercial, 
retail and residential space. 

The consensus among 
the plaintiffs was that the 
justices — Angela M. Maz-
zarelli, Dianne T. Renwick, 
Sallie Manzanet-Daniels 
and Darcel D. Clark — ap-
peared to be more under-
standing of their argument 

against the city and the 
developers compared to 
Manhattan Supreme Court 
Judge Manuel Mendez, who 
voted down the lawsuit they 
filed last  February.

Plaintiffs argued the 
project needed approval 
from the state Legislature 
because the site of the pro-

posed shopping mall sits 
on a northern section of the 
park. 

At the end of August, 
Mendez dismissed the law-
suit, ruling the plans would 
“result in the public benefit 
of removal of urban blight.” 

One of the plaintiffs, 
Irene Prestigiacomo, a 

member of Willets Point 
United and a private prop-
erty owner in Willets Point 
for the past 26 years, said 
she was surprised that the 
four judges were all women, 
including two minorities.

“They’re seeing beyond 
the glitz of the people that 
are being put in front of 

them, to try to barrage them 
with facts and influence 
them,” Prestigiacomo said. 
“These women have worked 
hard to get where they are 
and that gives me hope be-
cause they understand and 
they have a different value 
system+6.”

John Low-Beer, the at-
torney representing the 
plaintiffs, said the judges 
appeared to have an un-
derstanding of their com-
plaints. 

“Based on the questions 
they asked, I’m hopeful that 
they will decide it our way,” 
Low-Beer said. 

Avella called the develop-
ers’ argument “ludicrous.”

“It has as its basis the 
rule of law that any time 
you want to develop a piece 
of property, there are rules 
you have to follow,” he said. 

The site of the proposed 
mall was previously the site 
of the New York Mets’ Shea 
Stadium from 1964 to 2009, 
when it was demolished and 
became a parking lot for 
Citi Field. But the plaintiffs 
argued the area was still 
mapped as parkland. Citi 
Field rents out the space for 

special recreation activi-
ties. 

The state Legislature 
approved the building of 
Shea Stadium in 1961 with 
a provision for parking, but 
the plaintiffs insist that the 
statute could not apply to 
the new megamall. 

Ben Haber, an activist 
for the park who was also a 
plaintiff in the case, said the 
case demonstrates a lack of 
transparency in govern-
ment.

“They can see the park-
ing lot is on park property,” 
Haber said. “It’s part of 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park … I don’t think that’s 
how government works and 
I think the court is going to 
see it that way.”

A spokesman for the 
Queens Development Group 
said the plan will help rede-
velop the area.

“Stakeholders from the 
City Council to civic groups 
to labor organizations and 
others believe this plan is 
our best shot at rejuvenat-
ing a community that has 
long been neglected,” the 
spokesman said in a state-
ment. 

State Sen. Tony Avella and others argued an appeal they filed against the Willets West megamall pro-
posal.

Willets West megamall case appealed
Avella, park advocates contend developers cannot build commercial center on parkland

Schools in Queens and throughout New York City saw varrying 
rates of "Opt-outs" from Common Core standard ELA testing in 
grades three through eight.  AP Photo by Mark Lennihan

Opt outs on exams low in borough
BY TOM MOMBERG

 
 City schools adminis-

tered state Common Core 
standardized math tests 
this week to children en-
rolled in grades three 
through eight, just as the 
numbers of students whose 
families decided to “opt 
out” of the previous week’s 
English Language Arts 
tests were coming in. 

 Queens had some of the 
lowest ELA opt out rates 
in the city, despite strong 
support from leaders like 
City Council Education 
Committee Chairman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights).

 Out of almost 3,200 
students who brought let-
ters from their guardians 

into city schools last week 
claiming they would be 
“opting out” of standard-
ized tests, only about 100 
were in Queens, according 
to preliminary numbers 
gathered by education ac-
tivist organization Change 
the Stakes. Those are only 
minimum counts based on 
the information the orga-
nization gathered from ad-
ministrators and education 
councils.

 Over half of the chil-
dren who opted out of ELA 
testing in Queens this year 
were from District 26, which  
includes Bayside, Oakland 
Gardens, Fresh Meadows, 
Douglaston, Little Neck 
among other communities.  
It is the highest-performing 
district in the city.

 Statewide this year, 
more parents have taken 
their children out of stan-
dardized testing proce-
dures in public schools 
than ever before. A grow-
ing movement backed by 
some parents and educa-
tors believes that the pres-
sure of high stakes testing 
has detrimental effects on 
their children.  Just un-
der185,000 students in the 
state brought in refusal 
letters for ELA testing, 
with about 74 percent of 
school districts reporting 
as of Tuesday, according 
to United to Counter, the 
group tabulating statewide 
numbers. 

 That number is up from 
about 49,000 students who 
opted out of ELA tests in 

2014 and 67,000 students 
that opted out of math tests 
last year.

 Dromm attributes this 
year’s increase to Gov. Cuo-
mo’s new teacher evalua-
tion system based partially 
on the standardized tests.

 “These tests are wrong-
ly being used in a way in 
which it was never intend-
ed — to evaluate every-
thing from teacher evalua-
tions to school grades and 
merit pay bonus schemes,” 
Dromm said during a news 
conference last week. “Par-
ents should be able to opt 
their child out if they so 
want to, especially when 
the validity of the test itself 
is in doubt.”
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JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

The owner of a lost dog 
is willing pay thousands of 
dollars to bring her pooch 
home.

Manhattanite Malena 
Zysman went on vacation 
earlier this month and left 
her 3-pound Chihuahua 
with a friend in Ridgewood. 
When Zysman returned, 
she learned that her dog 
was lost after wandering 
away on April 7 from the 
friend’s house at 60th Street 
on 67th Avenue.  

“I need to get her back,” 
Zysman said after a full 
day of passing out fliers in 
Ridgewood. “Everything in 
my apartment reminds me 
of her. She did everything 
with me. She’s so little and 
so I’d put her in my bag and 
go around with her.” 

Zysman first offered 

$10,000 to anyone who found 
her but after receiving a tor-
rent of calls from people who 
just wanted the money, she 
changed the flier to “very 
high reward offered $$$$$.” 
But it’s not just opportun-
ists who are responding to 
Zysman’s fliers. Ridgewood 
Social, a group that hosts 
events in the neighborhood, 

shared the flier on its social 
networks and people in the 
area have called to tell her 
they were looking for the 
dog.  

“There are all of these 
random people who have 
gone through similar ex-
periences that are helping 
me,” she said. 

Zysman moved to Man-
hattan three years ago and 
soon after settling in she 
bought Layla, a long-haired 
Chihuahua that Zysman is 
willing to spend her sav-
ings to get her back.

“And now I’m just alone 
in the city. I’m going insane 
because I don’t know how 
to find her,” Zysman said. 
“I’m trying to think of the 
best case scenarios. I want 
to stay positive.” 

Anyone with informa-
tion on the lost dog can call 
Zysman at (845) 825-3669

Manhattanite offers
$10,000 for lost dog

The owner of this lost dog, 
Layla, has offered a huge re-
ward for her return. 
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY TOM MOMBERG

City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gardens) 
has introduced legislation that 
would permit the operation of 
youth hostels within commer-
cial districts in the five bor-
oughs.

New York City does not have 
a law that recognizes youth 
hostels, and many stopped op-
erating after the state Legisla-
ture passed an illegal hotel law 
in 2010 that clarified operating 
residential apartments as a 
transient hotel is illegal. 

“I think it was inadvertent,” 
Weprin said. “This new legisla-
tion would not supersede the 
state law, but would set up an 
actual license for operating a 
youth hostel, and will have to 
follow the same fire codes as 
hotels.”

Since 2010 hostels have op-

erated in New York City with 
hotel licenses, unable to offer 
affordable rooms for more than 
four people on a transient ba-
sis. 

The justification as de-
scribed in the 2010 state law: 
“There is a more than adequate 
supply of legitimate hotels with  
accommodations  in  all  price 
ranges.  Should the growth of 
tourism result in increased 
demand for hotel rooms in the 
future, commercially zoned ar-
eas of the city allow widespread 
opportunities for  new  legiti-
mate  hotels.”

Weprin’s proposal would 
allow for private licensed es-
tablishments in commercial 
districts only to offer up to eight 
beds in a room for young people 
and their families or chap-
erones to stay on short-term 
bases. He estimated hostel rates 
would be between $30 and $60 a 

night.
There have been a few un-

successful attempts to resurrect 
operating licenses for youth 
hostels in the city since then, 
but Weprin said now might be 
the time if the city realized how 
many potential tourism dollars 
have been turned away in the 
past five years.

“This will not affect the 
business of hotels in the city,” 
Weprin said. “ We think this 
will generate great revenue 
citywide.”

Hostelworld, an interna-
tional travel and booking agen-
cy, which has been lobbying to 
get legislation passed to expand 
the youth travel sector in the 
city, estimated the market for 
travel bookings in the city 
would add roughly $178 mil-
lion in annual spending on 
boarding alone, creating 
jobs.

“Young international trav-
elers are currently sidestep-
ping the five boroughs because 
they cannot afford to lodge 
here,” said Hostelworld CEO 
Feargal Mooney in a state-
ment. “The authorization of 
New York City Youth Hostel 
legislation would result in 
hundreds of millions of new 
tourist dollars reaching 
Queens, Brooklyn, Bronx 
and Staten Island commer-
cial districts, in addition to 
more spending at Manhat-
tan tourist destinations.”

 Hostelworld said he be-
lieved the 2010 hotel law 
resulted in the closure of 
over 50 hostels and that the 
city has since missed out on 
about $1.2 billion in tourism 
spending.

 Former state Assembly-
man Jerry Kramer of Long 
Island has been lobbying 

on Hostelworld’s behalf. He 
said such legislation would 
give independent develop-
ers the incentive to renovate 
abandoned warehouses in 
commercial districts to be 
used as youth hostels.

 “If passed, the law would 
create new construction 
jobs as well as long-term 
positions working in this 

unique hospitality indus-
try,” Kramer said in a state-
ment. “Hotels in the city 
are beyond the price range 
for the typical youth hotel 
guest.”

 Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Council bill would legalize 
licensed NYC youth hostels

Councilman Mark Weprin, chairman of Zoning and Franchises in-
troduces his hostel legislation to the press. 

Photo courtesy of Hostelworld
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Residents of the Broad-

way-Flushing neighbor-
hood want the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission  
to recognize the neighbor-
hood as a historic district. 

The association has 
been fighting for the desig-
nation for the last 11 to 12 
years, according to Robert 
Hanophy, the association’s 
president. 

The designation would 
prevent the city Depart-
ment of Buildings from 
letting developers take 
on projects in the neigh-
borhood that violate the 
area’s restrictive cov-
enants, which are  deed 
restrictions put in place 
in 1906 that prevent the 
construction of walls or 
fences within 20 feet of the 
property lines and streets, 
prohibit flat roofs and man-
date minimum lot sizes 
and construction costs for 
homes.

“There is a twofold issue 
with landmarking which 
is it basically freezes the 
neighborhood in time, ar-
chitecture and everything 
else,” Hanophy said. “But 
it stops a lot of the develop-
ment and overdevelopment 
that the Department of 
Buildings is basically turn-
ing a blind eye to.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who has been 
involved with this issue 
since his days on the City 
Council, sent a request for 
evaluation to LPC April 17.

The request is currently 
under review, according to 
an LPC spokeswoman. 

“It would preserve the 
suburban character of the 
neighborhood,” Avella 
said.

The neighborhood was 
placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places 
in 2005, according to Paul 
Graziano, an urban plan-
ning consultant and his-
toric preservationist, who 
authored the National Reg-
ister nomination. 

There are about 120 his-
toric districts in the city, 
with only 10 that are sub-
urban, Graziano said.Only 
three of the designated sub-
urban areas are in Queens: 
Douglas Manor, the Doug-

las Hill Historic District 
and Addisleigh Park in St. 
Albans. 

Last summer, the as-
sociation won two cases. 
One gave the association 
the right to prevent a ho-
meowner from building a 
wall that violated an open 
space requirement, while 
the other prohibits a new 
owner from dividing a lot 
into two subdivisions with 
one home apiece. 

About half a dozen major 
alterations or demolitions 
are taking place in the area 
right now, Graziano said. 

“It’s beginning to change 
the look of the neighbor-
hood and the neighborhood 
doesn’t want that,” he said. 
“They want landmarking.”

The neighborhood has 
an R12A zoning, which is 
exclusively reserved  for 
 single family homes. The 
zoning was put in place 
roughly six years ago. 

Janet McCreesh, the 
immediate past president 
of the association, said she 
and other individuals col-
lected signatures for the 
landmark designation in 
the association’s boundary. 

“The landmark desig-
nation would stop the il-
legal activity and it would 
preserve all the different 
styles of architecture that 
exist in this neighborhood 
that is so unusual and so 
charming for a neighbor-
hood to be so close to Man-
hattan,” McCreesh said.

BY MADINA TOURE

The MTA and the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion announced that they 
have canceled plans for a 
dedicated bus-only lane on 
the Q44 bus route in Kew 
Gardens Hills. 

At a Kew Gardens Hills 
Civic Association’s meeting 
last week, DOT and MTA 
officials said Kew Gar-
dens Hills was not an area 
targeted for dedicated bus 
lanes, although bus lanes 
may still be considered on 
other parts of the corridor, 
according to a DOT spokes-
man. 

But plans for a Select 
Bus service route between 
downtown Flushing and 
Jamaica will proceed, the 
DOT spokesman explained, 
noting that the SBS will 
still run through Kew Gar-
dens Hills in mixed traffic. 

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) said 
the agencies were looking 
at other options such as 
off-board fare collection, 
synchronizing lights and 
moving bus stops to more 
appropriate locations.

These options would 
speed up bus service with-
out negatively affecting au-
tomobile drivers and busi-
nesses along Main Street 
that rely on parking for 
their customers, he said. 

“We’re very gratified 
that the city and the MTA 
really listened to the com-
munity’s concerns and saw 
that putting a dedicated bus 
lane in Kew Gardens Hills 

really wasn’t the most effi-
cient use of the streetscape,” 
Lancman said in an inter-
view with TimesLedger.

State Assemblyman Mi-
chael Simanowitz (D-Flush-
ing), U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
and state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) also 
praised the agencies’ deci-
sion to cancel the plans. 

In January, the DOT 
and the MTA held a forum 
at Townsend Harris HS to 
provide more information 
about their proposal and get 
community feedback for an 
SBS route between Flush-
ing and Jamaica on Main 
Street, Kissena and Par-
sons boulevards and 164th 
Street. 

Plans for a possible dedicat-
ed bus-only lane on the Q44 
bus route in Kew Gardens 
Hills have been cancelled. 

Photo Courtesy DOT

State Sen. Avella is asking the city and the Landmarks Preservation Commission to recognize 
Broadway-Flushing as a historic district. Photo courtesy of columbia.edu

NE Queens bus lane
dropped from plan 

Historic status sought for nabe
Electeds, homeowners want Broadway-Flushing landmarked
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in or faxed prescriptions. 
Wespaw Pharmacy delivers 
the same or next day free of 
charge to the customer.

Abdrabouh has been a 
licensed veterinary phar-
macist for the last 15 years 
and owned a similar phar-
macy on Manahattan’s 
Upper East Side before he 
decided to open Wespaw 
Pets in February 2013. The 
store, in a former OTB loca-
tion at 44-05 Queens Blvd., 
was embraced by Sunny-
side’s vibrant community 
of pet-owners.

“I couldn’t believe how 
popular we became in west-
ern Queens,” Abdrabouh 
said. “The support we got 
from out customers, com-
munity groups and pet res-
cues was very surprising.”

He was embraced for his 
friendly demeanor, allow-
ing dogs and cats to play in 
the aisles of his store that 
carries a broad range of 
products from food and nu-
tritional supplies, toys and 
accessories to pet-related 
greeting cards. Abdrab-
ough got involved in the 
community as well, donat-
ing equipment to a new dog 
run at Lou Lodati Park.

“I found Sunnyside to be 
a treasure     ---immediately,” 
Abdrabouh said. He discov-
ered the area after reading 
a 2010 New York Magazine 
article that ranked Sunny-
side as the third most liv-
able neighborhood in the 
city.

“Nate Silver called it a 
hidden gem in the article. 
I had to see it for myself,” 
Abdrabouh said. “After 
walking Skillman and 
Greenpoint, I noticed the 
diversity of the residents. 
I also noticed the number 
of pet owners. Before that 
visit I had barely ever been 
in Queens.”

He believes the success 
at both his locations is 
simple.

 “Our customer service 
is always excellent,” Ab-
drabouh said. “That and 
our prices are very afford-
able compared to others in 
the tri-state.”

A pharmacist is always 
on hand at the Astoria lo-
cation to answer questions 
and provide specialized ad-
vice. Prescriptions can also 
be transferred by phone at 
718-406-9653.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

tion committee comprised 
of national law enforcement 
representatives  choose 
from hundreds of nomi-
nations one Top Cop case 
from each of the 50 states 
and U.S. territories. 

“The Top Cops Awards 
provide an opportunity for 
all of us to recognize the 
brave men and women in 
America’s law enforcement 
community who selflessly 
put their lives on the line 
day in and day out,” said 
Mick McHale, president of 
NAPO. “Law enforcement 
officers care deeply about 
the citizens and communi-
ties they serve, and this 
honor is one way of letting 
them know their contri-
butions are not taken for 
granted.”

In past years, civic lead-
ers including the president 
and vice president as well 
as the U.S. attorney general 
have helped honor these 
brave men and women by 
attending and speaking at 
the ceremony.

Many celebrities from 
NBC’s hit programs like 
“Law and Order,” and “Law 
and Order: Criminal In-
tent,” CBS’s “Cold Case,” 
“NCIS” and “CSI: Crime 
Scene Investigation” will 
serve as award presenters. 

NAPO is a coalition 
of more than 1,000 police 
units and associations rep-
resenting 241,000 rank-and-
file law enforcement offi-
cers from across the United 
States.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

Continued from Page 1 
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“LIC Development Boom; 
Present Value, Future 
Impact,”was a panel dis-
cussion centered around 
current projects in the 
neighborhood, market 
influences, and the long-
term impact on the LIC 
development wave.

LIC Partnership Presi-
dent Elizabeth Lusskin 
said, “This sold-out event 
was a great opportunity to 
learn about the dynamic 
market across all sectors 
of the LIC landscape,and 
about how those who are 
investing across the city 
see a unique value in this 
authentic mixed use neigh-
borhood.”

The partnership gave 
attendees much more 
than breakfast to digest. 
It released a current mar-
ket report called the LIC 
Development Snapshot, a 
compilation using original 
data as well as informa-
tion gathered from real es-
tate firms such as Modern 
Spaces, Newmark Grubb 
Knight Frank, JRT and 
Cushman & Wakefield.

Over 8,600 residential 
units have been completed 
in LIC since 2006, and more 
than 22,500 units are in 
the planning or construc-
tion phase. Over 2 million-
square-feet of Class A 
office space has been de-
veloped in LIC since 2003, 

occupied by major tenants 
such as JetBlue.

Over 20 hotels have 
opened in LIC since 2008 
with another 26 currently 
in the planning or con-
struction phase. 

“As Long Island City 
continues to evolve and 
thrive, we thought it was 
important to take a step 
back and examine how the 
area can use this growth to 
its advantage in the com-
ing year,” Lusskin said. 
“LIC is home to a diverse 
mix of companies and resi-
dents, and it’s crucial that 
future development con-
tinues to leverage the ar-

ea’s storied past and meet 
its future needs, through 
the lens of dynamic cur-
rent projects. We enjoyed 
the opportunity to discuss 
these topics with our pan-
elists and attendees at this 
year’s breakfast.”

Among the panelists 
were Matthew Baron of Si-
mon Baron Development, 
Joe Caplan of Jones Lang 
Lasalle and David Dishy 
of L+M Development Part-
ners. The panel was mod-
erated by David Brause of 
Brause Realty.

“Today’s breakfast fea-
tured a very enthusiastic 
discussion among some of 

the area’s industry leaders 
on the growth and demand 
for real estate in Long Is-
land City,” Brause said. 
“The general consensus is 
that it’s a great timeto be 
in this market, and that 
the area will only continue 
to take off in the coming 
years.”

In true LIC develop-
ment boom fashion, Brause 
had another appointment 
to attend to Wednesday 
morning. Brause hustled 
13 blocks east for a ground-
breaking ceremony for 
a 270-unit luxury rental 
apartment building at 44-
28 Purves Street.

Continued from Page 1 
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turned out to be the best 
Taste yet. As usual we all 
have great confidence in 
Rachel, her ideas always 
seem to pan out.”

Almost every partici-
pating restaurant returns 
this year, including Sun-
nyside’s most lauded eater-
ies including Salt and Fat 
and Venturo Osteria, both 
recognized by Michelin as 
a Bib Gourmand pick for 
2015. Murphy’s Lobster 
Grill, the winner of the 
“best appetizer” award at 
the 2014 Queens Taste, will 
also return.

“And then we have 
many of the neighbor-
hood’s newest restaurants 
taking part for the first 
time such as the Tibetan 

Dumpling Cafe and Punda 
Tibetan Restaurant and 
Nonna Gina Brick Oven 
Pizzeria,” Thieme said. 
“It’s even more diverse 
than it was last year and I 
didn’t think that was pos-
sible.”

The event has proven 
to be such a fine promo-
tion that yet-to-open Ital-

ian restaurant Soleluna 
is participating. In all, 26 
restaurants will prepare 
and serve samples of their 
cuisine ranging from Thai, 
Irish, Mexican, Paraguay-
an, French and Filipino.

Beverages will be pro-
vided by SingleCut Brew-
ery, Queens Brewery and 
Lowery Wines and Liquors 

as well as event sponsors 
Associated Marketplace 
and Fresh n Save Market-
place.

Further promoting the 
diversity in the neighbor-
hood, the Taste of Sunny-
side will a full lineup of 
entertainment, including 
Danza España and flamen-
co dancers from the Thalia 
Spanish Theatre.

 “Bringing all the fla-
vors of Sunnyside into one 
visible food festival is an 
amazing opportunity for 
local residents and visi-
tors alike to discover their 
new favorite restaurant 
and a great way to promote 
Sunnyside as a restaurant 
destination,” Thieme said. 
She is promoting other 
neighborhood businesses 
with a “shop local” promo-
tion.

Continued from Page 1 
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Wespaw

LIC Partnership President Elizabeth Lusskin (4th from r.) releases detailed information’ on the 
neighborhood’s rapid development at the annual breakfast. Photo courtesy of Jessica Frankl

The Sunnyside restaurant street festival that started as an ex-
periment last year is bringing  back the tent under the No. 7 
train. Photo courtesy of Sunnyside BID
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