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BY TOM MOMBERG

Benjamin Cardozo HS 
students got a special visit 
Wednesday to witness first-
hand testimony from a survi-
vor of the atomic bomb attack 
on Hiroshima in World War II 
and the grandson of President 
Harry S Truman, who ordered 
the world’s first nuclear as-
sault.

The students were thrilled 
to participate as they were 
guided through the history of 
the Pacific Theater by Kath-
leen Sullivan, the director of 
Hibakusha Stories Program, a 
nonprofit which seeks to pass 
the legacy of the Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki bombings to stu-
dents at universities and high 
schools. 

“It can be very hard to lis-
ten to stories of survivors. It’s 
a very sad story,” Sullivan 
said. “But I can tell you they’re 
not telling their stories to elic-
it your sympathy. They risk 
their personal comfort so that 
you understand what nuclear 
weapons mean so that you 
learn and use your life energy 
to do something about it.” 

Reiko Yamada was an 
11-year-old schoolgirl in Hiro-
shima City during the attack on 
Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945 that 

Mother of two slain
by homeless client 
at Bronx center: DA

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ AND 
MADINA TOURE

A former resident of a 
homeless shelter in the Bronx 
tried to rape, then shot and 
killed a Whitestone mother 
who served as the shelter’s di-
rector late Monday afternoon, 
the NYPD said. 

The woman, identified as 
Ana Charle, 
36, a native 
of Spain,  
was found 
with a gun-
shot wound 
to the head 
lying on the 
s i d e w a l k 
in front of 
4366 Bullard 
Ave., according to the police.

 Before shooting her, the 
suspect allegedly ordered her 
into the back seat of her Hon-
da and told her to take off her 
clothes, the New York Post re-
ported. 

He also allegedly stripped 
naked and attempted to rape 
her, but she fled from the car, 
the Post said. 

Charle, who served as di-
rector of Project Renewal’s 
Bronx Boulevard at 4380 Bronx 
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An intrepid Baysider tries out the temporary rock wall set up on Bell Boulevard for the annual sports 
and health festival that featured other fun stuff like mini-golf, bean-bag toss and wiffle ball. The 
event was sponsored by the Bayside BID. Photo by Michael Shain 
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hears two tales
of Hiroshima

Whitestone shelter head killed
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BY MADINA TOURE

A bill that seeks to protect 
mute swans from a state De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation plan to eradi-
cate the population in the 
state passed the state Senate 
last week. An earlier version 
of the bill was vetoed last year 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

The bill, introduced by 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), would impose a two-year 
moratorium on the DEC plan. 

Since the DEC announced 
the plan in 2013, on the grounds 
that the species is “invasive,” 
both animal rights activists 
and numerous lawmakers 
have voiced their opposition.

Avella called on the DEC to 
consider a non-lethal method 
for controlling the mute swan 
population, which is currently 
about 2,200 birds throughout 
the state, including the Rock-
aways.

During the mandatory 
two-year moratorium, the bill 
would require the DEC to pub-
lish scientific evidence demon-
strating that mute swans are 

invasive and harmful to the 
surrounding environment. 

Last year, the bill passed 
both the Senate and the state 
Assembly before being vetoed 
by Cuomo, who did so on the 
condition that the DEC revise 
its plan. 

Although the DEC present-
ed a revised plan, Avella said 
the plan is not sufficient given 
that it still involves the kill-
ing of mute swans, separates 
upstate from downstate and 
relies on “old, antiquated sci-
ence.”

“It’s much of the same,” 
Avella said. “It makes some mi-
nor modifications, but it’s still 
based on inaccurate data.”

In March 2014, the DEC 
released a revised mute swan 
management plan with signifi-
cant changes after considering 
public comments received on a 
first draft released in January 
2014.

“This revised plan remains 
committed to minimizing the 
impact of mute swans on wild-
life dependent on wetlands for 
their habitats, while being sen-
sitive to public concerns about 

how and where that is accom-
plished,” DEC Commissioner 
Joe Martens said at the time.

During the review process, 
the DEC met with statewide 
stakeholder groups such as the 
American Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals, 
Cornell Laboratory of Orni-
thology, Ducks Unlimited and 
the New York State Fish and 
Wildlife Management Board.

Highlights include a re-
vised goal focused on minimiz-
ing swan impacts as opposed to 
eliminating free-flying swans 
and a commitment to consider-
ing non-lethal methods, such 
as egg-oiling and placement 
of swans in possession of per-
sons licensed by DEC except 
for health or safety reasons.

The new plan also includes 
a new strategy to allow munic-
ipalities to keep swans at local 
parks and other settings

The 45-day public comment 
period on the plan went from 
March 9 to April 24, and com-
ments are being considered 
by the DEC, according to Lori 
Severino, a DEC spokeswom-
an.

BY TOM MOMBERG

The owner of Mizumi Su-
shi and Seafood Buffet joined 
his lawyer at Community 
Board 11’s April meeting to 
make the case for his applica-
tion to physically expand his 
restaurant onto the adjacent 
lot.

The community board 
ultimately approved the ap-
plication 27 to 9 despite a fair 
amount of opposition due to 
the specifics of the building 
site, which require extensive 
environmental remediation 
and traffic considerations.

In expanding and develop-
ing the site, tons of soil would 
be removed, contamination 
would be capped and the cur-
rently 7,000-square-foot res-
taurant would have a new foot-
print of about 15,000 square 
feet with a 7,200-square-foot 
second floor banquet room 
and service bar.

Property records indicate 
that Twin Deer Group LLC, 
as the property owner of Mi-
zumi in Douglaston, recently 
purchased the adjacent prop-
erty that was once home to a 
gas station and automotive 
service. 

Ching Kuo Chiang, as 
the principal owner of Mi-
zumi, is working with the 

city Office of Environmental 
Remediation to clean up the 
contaminated site, which had 
previously been walled off 
from contaminating the sur-
rounding wetlands of Alley 
Pond Park.

Chiang’s application to 
CB11 was only for a zoning 
variance, because the con-
taminated parcel is currently 
zoned single-family residen-
tial. There are no develop-
ments to the west of the par-
cel on which Mizumi plans to 
expand, and it is surrounded 
by an environmentally pro-
tected area.

In the application, 
Chiang’s lawyer Josh Rein-
smith said Mizumi, at 231-10 
Northern Blvd., would be 
combined with the adjacent 
parcel to be a single commer-
cial-zoned lot. The application 
is still subject to approval by 
the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation. If com-
bined, the lot would be just 
under 1.5 acres in size.

Reinsmith said the de-
velopers have projected a 
500-person maximum seating 
capacity with the proposed 
expansion, up from the res-
taurant’s current 250-person 
capacity. 

The project proposal calls 

Mizumi Sushi and Seafood Buffet, 231-10 Northern Blvd., in Douglaston, 
plans to raze the vacant automotive service center next door to ex-
pand its current building. Photo by Tom Momberg

A bill calling for a moratorium on a plan to get rid of mute swans in the state passed the Senate for the sec-
ond time.

Mizumi expansion 
gets CB11 go-ahead

Senate OKs swan bill
Legislation passes chamber after DEC amends fi rst plan 
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
On a sunny Tuesday af-

ternoon , City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) and 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz unveiled the de-
sign plans for Bowne Park’s 
playground upgrade. 

The upgrade is the first 
part of a two-phase plan to 
renovate the playground and 
the park on the corner of 32nd 
Avenue and 159th Street in Fl-
suhing. 

The revamping will include 
a new enclosed toddler park, 
redesigned sprinklers and a 
playground inspired by the 
park’s turtles and oak and elm 
trees. There will also be a new 
basketball court. 

The city Parks Department 
will complete the designs and 
the contract and bidding pro-
cess for the first phase of the 
project this year, and expects 
construction to begin in early 
2016, Queens Parks Commis-
sioner Dorothy Lewandowski 
said. 

Katz, who has professed her 
commitment to bringing tod-
dler parks to the borough, said 
the upcoming renovations are 
the result of a “great partner-
ship” between her office and 
Vallone’s office.

When she and Vallone were 
elected to their offices, they 
wanted to find a way to deter-
mine how to allocate capital 
funds  . 

Vallone put $1.45 million 
into his budget and Katz put $1 
million into her  budget to fund 
the park’s renovations, she 
said at the April 28 ceremony. 

“When you have a partner-
ship like Council member Val-
lone and I do, it matters and it 
makes a huge difference in the 
community,” she said. 

Vallone called the park a 
“hidden, shiny jewel” and that 
it was one of the first projects 
he wanted to undertake as city 
councilman. 

“Now, we can set this park 
up for generations to come,” he 
said. “You needed this type of 
partnership.”

Joelle Byrer is the team 
leader for the project and The-
resa Dewey is the project’s de-
signer.

The edge of the pond will 
be redone to repair the crum-
bling rocks. The sprinkler and 
filtration system will also be 
overhauled to provide more 
water flow within the pond 
and prevent the accumulation 

of algae and pond scum.
Lewandowski said Parks 

would present the schematic 
design of the renovations to 
Community Board 7. 

She also said the Parks 
Department will work with 
community members about 
summer concerts and other 
events to ensure there is not a 
conflict with the timing of the 

construction. 
Barbara Embriano, presi-

dent of the Bowne Park Civic 
Association; Peter Brancazio, 
president of the Northeast 
Flushing Civic Association; 
and representatives from 
the Broadway-Flushing Ho-
meowners Association and 
Community Board 7 were also 
present at the unveiling of the 
plans.

Joe Brostek, communica-
tions  chair for the Broadway-
Flushing Homeowners Associ-
ation, who has been living on 
160th Street near 35th Avenue 
in the area since 1972, went to 
the park often with his family.

He said he is pleased that 
the city is providing funding 
to renovate the park. 

“It’s such a vital, important 
part of the community,” Bro-
stek said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz speaks about the upcoming 
renovations to Bowne Park. Photo by Madina Toure

DOT, lawmakers present design plans for park
Blueprint for Bowne greenspace includes new toddler park, renovated playground
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Queens’ elected officials 
released a joint statement 
Tuesday opposing the transit 
proposal Move NY, which was 
unveiled in February, as “un-
fair” to  borough residents.

The Move NY Fair Plan, 
devised by former traffic com-
missioner Samuel Schwartz, 
proposed tolls to cross four 
East River bridges that are 
currently free to cross: the Ed 
Koch Queensboro, Williams-
burg, Manhattan and Brook-
lyn Bridges. Those increased 
tolls could help lead to traffic 
reduction in the city and lower 
transit costs for New Yorkers. 
In addition, the plan would re-
duce tolls on bridges such as 
the Cross Bay Veterans Memo-
rial, Henry Hudson, Verraza-
no-Narrows, Throgs Neck and 
Whitestone Bridges.

Revenue from the transit 
proposal would potentially 
close the $15 billion gap the 
Metropolitan Transit Authori-
ty needs to repair and upgrade 
the aging system. Those costs 
are estimated to reach $32 bil-
lion over a five-year period. 

“The ‘Move NY Fair Plan’ 
is far from fair and lacks any 
promise of returns. It is fun-
damentally unfair to charge 
residents a fee to travel within 
one city. It is certainly unfair 
to the families who live in the 
transit desert of Queens as it 
would landlock our borough,” 
said the statement released 
by the Queens Borough Presi-
dent’s office and co-signed by 
18 other elected Queens law-
makers including state Sens.  
Leroy Comrie (D-Hollis), As-
sembly members Jeffrion Au-
bry (D-Corona) and David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) and 
Council members Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) and Ruben Wills 
(D-South Ozone Park). 

The funds that Move NY 
would collect from the tolls 
are estimated to be $1.5 billion 
annually. Those funds would 
be split between transit and 
roadway improvements for 
New Yorkers. The plan would 
also provide enough revenue 
for the funding of a $15 billion 
bond issue for the MTA.

“It is critical that we find 
more stable transit funding 
sources other than from the 

driving and riding commut-
ers’ pockets to fill deep bud-
get gaps,” the statement said. 
“Moreover, this proposal is 
not unlike the many other un-
fulfilled promises introduced 

over the years.”
But while riders would be 

affected by the imposition of 
new tolls, others cite the need 
for an improved and afford-
able transit system. The strain 

on the transit system is only 
growing stronger and the in-
frastructure even weaker. 

Last week, the MTA re-
leased numbers that showed 
that ridership on the subway, 
LIRR and Metro North has 
been the highest since the 
1940s. According to those 
numbers, the transit system 
recorded over 1.7 billion rides 
last year. 

Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton) is against 
the opposition to the Move NY 
plan in neighboring south-
east Queens districts. He said 
the transit proposal would 
only benefit his constituents 
in southeast Queens and Far 
Rockaway. “As a representa-
tive of southeast Queens and 
Far Rockaway, no one is more 
jaded than my communities 
but we also cannot afford to do 
nothing,” said Richards.

He said that it can cost up 
to $20 to get from Laurelton to 
the city on the LIRR. If those 
costs can be cut to one Metro-
card ride, he added, this could 
help middle-class homes in his 

BY MADINA TOURE

The retractable roof cur-
rently being built above the 
Arthur Ashe Stadium is ex-
pected to be up and running 
in time for the 2016 U.S. Open 
next August.

The project, which started 
three years ago, involves the 
building of a 250 foot by 250 
foot opening retractable roof 
above the stadium. The roof, 
which would cover the entire 
23,000-seat stadium, will con-
sist of both fixed and retract-
able sections.

The estimated cost of the 
project is about $160 million to 
$170 million, said Danny Zaus-
ner, chief operating officer for 
the National Tennis Center.

“We had to design a roof 
that would have a portion of 
it that’s there permanently 
and a portion of it that moves 

into place and closes the open-
ing when we need to close the 
space if there’s a threat of rain 
or if it’s actually raining,” 
Zausner said.

The project is currently in 
the middle of its second phase, 
which entails the building of 
the roof’s fixed sections. A 
new court lighting system, a 
new sound system and new 
video screens will be installed 

as well. 
Zausner said the roof is 

necessary given that potential 
rainy weather can have a nega-
tive impact on the fans, tennis 
players and broadcasters. 

“Anything that can help 
us keep the certainty of the 14 
days of the tournament makes 
the roof worthwhile,” he ex-
plained. “Financially, there’s 
no return on investment that 
would justify the cost but when 
you think about how it ben-
efits the fans, the broadcasters 
… it’s the right decision for the 
tournament.”

The first phase, which took 
place last year, focused on the 
underground foundation work, 
which included pile driving 
and electrical relocations. 

The third and final phase 
will begin after this year’s 
U.S. Open. That phase will 

BY TOM MOMBERG

The Kupferberg Holocaust 
Resource Center and Ar-
chives helped to commemo-
rate the 100-year anniversary 
of the Armenian Genocide 
last week with a special event 
to educate students and the 
general public about survivor 
testimony and on how to in-
terpret the prejudice and rac-
ism that caused the genocide 
in a 21st century context.

Queens Community Col-
lege allocated extra security 
resources for the speaking 
engagement, as even 100 years 
later, some Turks refuse to 
recognize that the then-Otto-
man government had system-
atically exterminated about 1 
million Armenians. 

The speakers, Honore 
Gatera, director of the Kigali 
Genocide Memorial of the 
Aegis Trust and a survivor 

of the Rwandan Genocide, as 
well as Molly Sullivan, direc-
tor and curator of the Near 
East Relief Historical Society, 
gave some background about 
why remembering historical 
genocides and encouraging 
survivors to speak is so im-
portant.

Gatera said that despite 
the hardship interviewing 
survivors of genocide might 
cause, their perspective is 
important for their own cul-
ture and as a way for people 
all over the world to reflect 
on and understand the con-
sequences of those historical 
events.

“As we stand here 100 
years after, we are reminded 
of atrocities that were com-
mitted by other human be-
ings. Watching testimonies 
gives me a sense of what we 
are doing today, because if 

A proposal that puts the financial burden on Manhattan-bound drivers 
to pay for mass transit is drawing fire from Queens officials. 

A view of the roof from inside 
Arthur Ashe Stadium.  

Photo courtesy Danny Zausner

QCC commemorates 
Armenian Genocide

Retractable roof now on track 
for 2016 season at US Open 

Queens offi cials oppose MoveNY
Majority of electeds join Katz to send out joint statement calling it an unjust transit plan 
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

This story doesn’t have 
a Roadrunner—and in the 
end it’s the coyote that gets 
caught.

The coyote of Middle Vil-
lage managed to elude the po-
lice for more than a day after 
it was first spotted Monday in 
the neighborhood. But police 
succeeded in trapping the coy-
ote Tuesday night, according 
to a spokesman for the 104th 
precinct.

Police may not have had 
Acme products from the car-
toon, but with the use of Emer-
gency Service Units, animal 
control and sedative darts, po-
lice were able to trap the coy-
ote around Caldwell Avenue 
and 77th Place.

According to the spokes-
man, someone called the po-
lice after spotting the coyote. 
It was then placed in a cage 
and handed over to animal 

control. 
The coyote originally evad-

ed police even though it was 
cornered nearby at 6222 Elliot 
Ave.

“He might have gotten 
away once, but not today,” said 
Capt. Mark Wachter, the 104th 
Precinct commanding officer, 
via Twitter. 

There is still an unaccount-
ed Queens coyote that was 
spotted last month in Long 
Island City. Authorities do not 
know if the coyote caught in 
Middle Village is the same one 
that was spotted in Long Is-
land City on the roof of a bar.

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY TOM MOMBERG

The first pre-kindergarten 
admission period was conclud-
ed last week, and the city re-
ceived 20,670 applications from 
Queens, where the majority of 
new seats will be required.

The mayor’s office is taking 
pride in the fact that almost 
69,000 4-year-olds have applied 
for the free, full-day pre-K 
seats, just slightly less than 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 70,000-
seat goal that he set when he 
announced the expansion.

About 75,000 seats are 
currently listed in the city 
Department of Education’s of-
ficial pre-K directory, but in 
Queens, which has some of the 
most overcrowded schools in 
the city, seats have come up a 
little short.

There are currently 16,215 
full-day pre-K seats listed in 
the directory for Queens. That 
doesn’t include half-day seats. 
About 60 percent of the seats 
in Queens are being offered by 
public schools. About 40 percent 
of the seats are being offered by 
Early Education Centers, or 
ECCs. A very small fraction of 
pre-K programs are being of-
fered by charter schools.

School District 24, which 
currently lists 1,678 seats, and 
District 30, which lists 2,209 
seats in the directory, are the 
most overcrowded school dis-
tricts in the city.

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
said the pre-K program has al-
ready been a tremendous suc-
cess, and believes that success 
will continue, but the rollout 
will likely be most difficult 
in his constituency, which in-
cludes District 30.

“We just don’t have the or-
ganizations or EECs to be able 
to provide pre-K services,” 
Dromm said. “We have always 
had an issue in identifying 
space for seats in what are tra-
ditionally overcrowded school 
districts.”

Still, the councilman said 
he is confident the city will be 
able to offer a pre-K education 

for every child who wants it. 
As the chairman of the City 
Council Committee on Educa-
tion, Dromm said he, Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
and District 30 schools have 
been working closely together 
to identify opportunities for 
new seats.

“It’s a very lofty goal, but 
from what I’ve heard, but the 
city is considering this a prior-
ity,” Dromm said.

There will be more oppor-
tunities for families to apply 
for full-day pre-K this sum-
mer, but the city may need to 
create more than 75,000 seats 

BY TOM MOMBERG

Though the “opt out” 
movement has had unprec-
edented support statewide 
this year, very few parents 
in city schools refused state 
standardized testing for 
their children in the last 
few weeks. The movement 
drew even lower support in 
Queens, but preliminary es-
timates in the borough may 
not be accurate.

State Common Core math 
exams were administered 
to children in grades three 
through eight in public 
schools last week. Across New 
York City, 3,503 students, with 
written support from their 
legal guardians, refused to 
take the exam. English Lan-
guage Arts exams were ad-
ministered the week before, 
with about 3,445 elementary 
and middle schoolers “opting 
out” of them.

Those refusal numbers 
are according to preliminary 
data collected from educa-
tors by the education activ-
ist organization Change the 
Stakes.

Statewide, families re-
fused ELA tests for over 
193,000 students, with 76 
percent of school districts 
reporting, and math tests for 
over 150,000 students, with 
44 percent of school districts 
reporting as of Tuesday, ac-
cording to data collected by 
United2Counter.

Those numbers are up 
from about 49,000 students 
who opted out of ELA tests in 
2014 and 67,000 students that 
opted out of math tests last 
year. The push by parents 
and activists to opt children 
out of state exams came after 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo imple-
mented his policy proposal to 
make state standardized test 
scores count for 50 percent of 
teacher evaluations.

In Queens, only 114 stu-
dents refused ELA tests 
and 137 refused math tests, 
according to Change the 
Stakes.

The refusal numbers from 
city schools are conservative 
estimates, and supporters of 
the movement said they are 
likely much higher. 

Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
has rallied support in his city 
council district in the weeks 
before testing took place. 
From conversations with edu-

cators in his constituency, he 
said over 100 students opted 
out in School District 24 and 
at least 180 students opted out 
in School District 30.

“I’m very happy with 
the growing support for 
this movement in the city,” 
Dromm said. “I am a propo-
nent of parents having the op-
tion to refuse these standard-
ized tests for their children 
... These tests have only been 
politicized by non-educators 
like the governor.”

But even as 20 percent 
of students in grades three 
through eight refused the tests 
statewide, the lack of partici-
pation in city schools is consis-
tent with lower support.

Statewide, voters agree 
that children should have 
the right to refuse the recent 
state exams by a small mar-
gin, but voters in the five 
boroughs disagree with par-
ents who refused the test by a 
margin of nearly two to one, 
according to a Siena College 
Research Institute poll analy-
sis released Monday.

The Siena poll, which has 
an overall margin of error of 
about four percent, found that 
50 percent of New York vot-
ers said parents were right to 
have their children opt out, 
whereas 44 percent disagreed. 
New York City voters thought 
parents were wrong by a 57- to 
38-percent margin, according 
to the poll trends.

Dromm said even though 
the city has garnered lower 
support for test refusals than 
the rest of the state, it may 
just be because several par-
ents don’t know they have an 
option.

A page from the Math Common 
Core workbook displays multiple 
ways to get the same answer. 

Graphic courtesy of academia.org

Families of nearly 69,000 children applied for free, full-day pre-
Kindergarten during the first round of admission in New York City. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Middle Village coyote trapped

“Opt out” movement 
draws mixed support

Pre-K is in demand
City receives over 20,000 applications from Queens

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

A homeowner in Middle Village 
took this picture of the coyote ap-
parently taking a nap. 

NYPD
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Winning projects from the week 
of participatory budgeting were an-
nounced by northeast Queens City 
Council members this week, which 
mostly included upgrades to public 
schools.

Bayside High School got the most 
votes in Councilman Paul Vallone’s (D-
Bayside) district for a new $400,000 mu-
sic studio for students in the career and 
technical education program for music 
production and performance. Out of 
the roughly 2,300 people who cast votes 
in Vallone’s district, the studio was 
marked on 1,430 of their ballots.

It was Vallone’s first year admin-
istering participatory budgeting in 
his district, which is an option allow-
ing city councilors to leave it to their 
communities to decide how about $1 
million in city discretionary funds are 
spent. 

Due to strong community outreach, 
Vallone’s office managed to nearly 
double the participation in his district 
from when former Councilman Dan 
Halloran got 1,170 people out for the 
vote in 2013.

“The results clearly show the dis-
trict overwhelmingly supported the 
process, and we are proud to commit to 
participatory budgeting for every year 
I am privileged to represent this great 
district,” Vallone said.

Vallone touted the eight-month task 
of working with community members 
and organizations to design small 
capital projects as a great way to en-
gage people in civics, especially young 
people. 

To participate, northeast Queens 
residents did not have to be registered 
voters. They only had to be 16 or older 
and show proof of residency. A big push 
to get teenagers to the polls at the high 
school meant strong support for school 
investments.

With 1,041 votes, PS 169 was awarded 

a $400,000 project for a new sound sys-
tem and to replace lighting, curtains 
and seating in its auditorium, which is 
shared with the BELL Academy.

PS 159 was awarded a $90,000 tech-
nology upgrade to finance new SMART 
boards and laptops for classrooms, 
which got 934 votes.

Another 880 votes allotted $105,000 
for the New York City Police Depart-
ment to install three security cameras 
throughout the council district.

Councilman Mark Weprin (D-Oak-
land Gardens) has had steady growth 
in participation in the process over the 
last three years. Since he administered 
the vote in 2013, participation climbed 
from 1,100 to 1,600 people in 2014. 

More than 2,000 of Weprin’s con-
stituents voted between 10 possible 
projects this year. Three projects were 
awarded a total of $1,205,000 in city 
funds as a result. 

“It is my hope that next year, more 
of my colleagues embrace participa-
tory budgeting. It is a great way to get 
community residents involved — espe-
cially those who may not be actively 
involved in the political process,” We-
prin said in a statement.

A $455,000 proposal to upgrade 
desktop computers laptops and print-
ers at nine public school sites drew the 
most support with 1,146 votes. The nine 
schools are PS 18 in Queens Village, PS 
26 and PS 179 in Fresh Meadows, PS 
115 in Floral Park, PS 188 and PS 213 
in Oakland Gardens, the Queens High 
School of Teaching and PS 811 at QHST 
in Bellerose, as well as PS 811 in Little 
Neck.

Other winning projects: About 
$450,000 of new outdoor fitness equip-
ment will be installed at Alley Pond 
Park. And $300,000 in renovations will 
be applied to Benjamin Cardozo High 
School for a new rubberized gym floor 
and equipment and to Martin Van Bu-
ren High School for new bleachers and 
basketball hoops for its gym.

Councilman Mark Weprin announces the participatory budget results during a results party 
at the Queens County Farm Museum. Photo Courtesy of Councilman Mark Weprin

Bayside High gets 
most budget votesPLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS

We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
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Greetings From

SUMMER CAMP

Samuel Field Y Day Camp
www.sfysummercamps.org
718.225.6750 x261 or x264

Camp Open House
Sunday, May 17, 2015

10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Take a tour of the beautiful 

Henry Kaufmann Campgrounds 
and get a chance to see 

where our campers receive a truly unique, 
outdoor summer experience 

75 Colonial Springs Road
Wheatley Heights, NY 11798

I     SFY DAY CAMP
 Low Camper / Staff Ratios
 Customizable Session Options
 Camps for Children with Special 
Needs 

 Elective Programming 

 Extended Hours (AM/PM) 
 Transportation Options 
 Indoor & Outdoor Programs 
 Exciting Trips & Travel Options
 1199, ACD, & HRA Accepted

Our Teen 

Camp girls 

always stop to 

smile for a pic 

on the road.

The members of the Junior 

Camp Art Elective show off 

their gorgeous creations.

Sports Camp shows us the meaning of 
teamwork.

Sign Up 

NOW

LIMITED TIME ONLY

For 

Discounted Pricing

�����
����	�
�
���	����
����������	�
����
��
������������������


Greetings From

��������	�


����������� �� ��� � � ������
� 	��� � 
 
� ����� 
������� �

 ��� 
���!�����"��� 
�#� �!�$�����
%
� ��&�� 
���

�� ������ � ������ �� � 
 � � �

'�( 
�����	��

�!� � �� 
�)	���� ��*�+���&�� ���
(��� �� �

,	
��!
��%!���������
�����������-���������
�.

��������	
������������������������
��������	
�����������������������
��������	
�����������������������

-/�����0�	���*�����%��%!�����
���������
���������������������
��� ���!"�#
����������$������

��+)��� +,

&1-�#+2-��1#���3��,4�+&�
(1%51�,�

-6&+#+35�-3#-1#�+3,-3#�
+3&)4�+35�

(4((-#��0% �*��#%1�#-))-1

Tricia Campo, 
Early Childhood 

Director      

718.225.6750 x246      

TCampo@sfy.org



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 1–7, 20158    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

BROOKLYN—A 25-year-old woman 
who was reported missing in north-
east Queens was found dead in her 
boyfriend’s van in Brooklyn last week, 
according to the NYPD.

The woman, who was living with 
her boyfriend, was reported missing 
from the 109th Precinct area, by her 
boyfriend the afternoon of April 22, a 
police spokesman said last week. The 
woman’s identity was still pending 
family notification. 

She was found dead inside her boy-
friend’s van, which has Pennsylvania 
license plates, on Lafayette Avenue 
in the Bedford-Stuyvesant section 
of Brooklyn at about 10:24 p.m., the 
spokesman said. 

The cause of manner of death is still 
under investigation, according to Ju-
lie Bolcer, a spokeswoman for the city 
medical examiner.

FRESH MEADOWS – Two men died 
after a car crashed into a tree in Fresh 
Meadows early Tuesday morning, the 
NYPD said.

Police responded to a 911 call of a 
motor vehicle accident in the vicinity 
of 164th Street and Booth Memorial 
Avenue at about 1:34 a.m., according to 
the police.

The driver, a 28-year-old man, and 
his passenger, a 26-year-old man, were 
found unconscious and unresponsive 
inside a 2005 Dodge Stratus, with se-

vere trauma about the body, officials 
said. They were pronounced dead at 
the scene. The victims’ identities are 
pending proper family notification, au-
thorities said.

The NYPD’s Highway Patrol Colli-
sion Investigation Squad determined 
the car was traveling eastbound on 
Booth Memorial Avenue at a high 
speed rate, jumped a sidewalk and 
struck a tree. 

The investigation is ongoing, ac-
cording to a police spokeswoman.

FLUSHING—A man who strangled 
and robbed an elderly man in his 
Flushing home more than two decades 
ago was sentenced to 25 years to life in 
prison, Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown announced last week.

Ernest Mattison, 52, whose last 
known address was 43-32 Kissena Blvd. 
— just around the corner from where 
the victim lived — was convicted last 
month of murder, Brown said.

The victim’s wife returned home 
from the store and found her husband, 
Cecil Schiff, 73, dead in their Franklin 
Avenue home Sept. 10, 1980. The bed-
room had been ransacked and the jew-
elry boxes emptied. 

In 2008, a fingerprint examiner con-
cluded that Mattison’s fingerprints, 
generated by the Statewide Automated 
Fingerprint Identification System, 
matched those found on three of the 
jewelry boxes at the crime scene.

Two dead after car hits tree in Fresh Meadows: NYPD

Queens woman found dead in van in Brooklyn: NYPD

Cold case murder suspect sentenced: DA

FACEBOOK.COM/
KORMEDSPA

@THEKOR 
MEDISPA

@THEKOR 
MEDISPA

Install an energy-effi cient ductless 
cooling system in your home for 

 as low as $88/month*

Everything you need to be cool this summer.

No ductwork required

Programmable remote

Cost-effective

Energy-effi cient

Service & installation 
of all major brands!

SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER — EXPIRES 6/30/15

Call today!
877.358.2186
petro.com petro mobile

All images used are for illustrative purposes only. *Based on fi nancing a $8,000 installation and 9.99% interest 
rate up to 132 months. Subject to credit approval by Synchrony Bank and applies to qualifi ed systems only. 
Limited time offer, expires 6/30/15, equipment must be installed by 7/15/15. Call your local representative 
for complete terms and conditions. Must present ad at time of quote; cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Additional terms and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2015 Petro. P_15160

Ernest Mattison NYS Bureau of Prisons

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 

(CRIMES)and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

POLICE 

Blotter



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 1–7, 2015 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

BY BILL PARRY

The 40,000 Nepali immi-
grants in New York City were 
hit hard by the catastrophic 
7.8 earthquake that devastated 
their homeland last Saturday, 
with a death toll that passed 
5,200 by Wednesday. Nepalese 
prime minister Sushil Koirala 
warned that the death toll 
could climb past 10,000.

The Nepalese community, 
centered in Elmhurst, Jackson 
Heights and Woodside, made 
Diversity Plaza their own on 
Sunday with over a thousand 
on hand for a prayer vigil. 
Thousands more made their 
way to Jackson Heights as the 
vigils continued around the 
clock the entire week.

The New York Nepalese 
Football Club organized the 
gatherings and had raised over 
$32,000 by midweek. They plan 
to wire the money to their club 
president, who is in Nepal’s 
ancient capital, Kathmandu. 

“Whenever the country 
is in pain we unite and try to 
help the best we can,” organiz-
er Pralay Raj Bhandari said. 
“A lot of our families are safe, 
although one player lost his 
uncle. We are raising funds 
and we’re accepting clothing 
and food, anything that might 
make life easier back home.”

The football club received 
permission from the city to 
hold a larger prayer vigil at 
the Pedestrian Plaza in Times 
Square from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
this Friday. Their place at Di-
versity Plaza will be taken by 
members of the United Sherpa 
Association of Elmhurst who 
will continue the prayer vigils 
and fund-raising.

“We had over 400 attend 
a service in our temple last 
Sunday,” United Sherpa Asso-
ciation President Agha Saleh 
said. “We have raised over 
$23,000 for the victims of this 

tragedy and we won’t stop col-
lecting.”

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) wants members of 
Queens’ Nepalese and South 
Asian community to know 
that his office “stands ready to 
help” anyone in need of assis-
tance. City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
said, “On Sunday, I joined my 
constituents in Diversity Pla-
za as a show of support for the 
earthquake victims. Many es-
tablished organizations, such 
as Adhikaar, the Red Cross 
and UNICEF need our support 
in the form of cash contribu-
tions, This is the best way we 
can help right now.”

Adhikaar, a non-profit Ne-
pali human rights foundation, 
created an IndieGoGo page to 
raise money and the Ameri-
can Nepali Medical Founda-
tion has collected $170,000 so 
far. The U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development has sent 
a disaster response team of 130 
humanitarians and search-
and-rescue workers, while the 
United States pledged $10 mil-
lion in relief assistance.

The United Nations 
launched a $415 million appeal 
Wednesday to address “criti-
cal needs for shelter, water and 
sanitation, emergency health, 
food and protection over the 
next three months,” accord-

ing to a statement. In addition 
to the rising death toll, more 
than 11,000 were injured and 
nearly a half a million were 
displaced from their homes.

U.N. Resident Coordinator 
Jamie McGoldrick, a former 
Sunnyside resident, warned 
that the damage discovered 
so far is “just the tip of the ice-
berg” and they will know more 
after communication difficul-
ties are worked out. 

Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) co-spon-
sored legislation Wednesday 
that grants Temporary Pro-
tected Status to Nepalese citi-
zens presently in Queens and 
throughout the United States 
who have been affected by the 
earthquake. The bill would 
protect citizens of Nepal from 
deportation or detainment, so 
that they are not forced to re-
turn to unsafe conditions in 
their homeland.

“The loss of life, injuries 
and destruction of property 
is overwhelming,” Meng said. 
“The U.S. and the internation-
al community must continue to 
assist with much-needed relief 
and recovery efforts, and this 
legislation would help, as well 
as ensuring that citizens of Ne-
pal are not forced to return to 
dangerous and disastrous con-
ditions that the earthquake 
has caused in their country.”

BY BILL PARRY

While the Mets were in 
the Bronx battling the Yan-
kees in the Subway Series on 
Saturday, their stadium was 
put to use. Nearly 10,000 peo-
ple filled the corridors and 
the infield dirt for the second 
annual Bacon and Beer Clas-
sic. During its two sessions, 
47 restaurants and 56 brewer-
ies offered two dozen bacon 
dishes and more than 100 
craft beers.

The Classic’s organizer, 
Cannonball Productions, 
challenged each chef to bring 
their most inventive bacon-
inspired dishes, which were 
judged by a panel of food-
ies. Winners included bacon 
s’mores on a stick, chili-
“pork-gasm” and bacon-in-
fused cheesecake drops. Each 
restaurant brought 3,500 
samples per session.

The crowds lined up at sta-
tion after station around the 
entire ballfield, waiting pa-
tiently on each line for their 
food samples or craft beer 
served in small cups. Music 
blared and the new high defi-
nition video board in center-
field carried live interviews 
with excited attendees.

“This is awesomeness,” 
screamed one woman while 
another said, “I want ba-
con on my bacon.” Nobody 
seemed to mind the long lines 
at each station.

“We had no issues whatso-
ever, we were very pleased,” 
Cannonball Productions Mar-
keting Manager Samantha 
Schaible said. “Nobody was 
arrested and we were very 
pleased with that.” She said 
that bacon and craft beer is 
such a fad right now and that 
they’re the only company to 
bring the festivals directly to 
baseball fans in their home 
stadiums.

Customers paid $59 for 
a general admission ticket 
for three hours at the festi-
val but two weeks before the 
event the ticket price went up 
to $79. There was also a VIP 
ticket for $129 that went up 
to $139 two weeks before the 
Classic.

VIP ticket holders had an 
extra hour of bacon and brew 
plus access to the a portion of 
the field and both dugouts. A 
married couple from Forest 
Hills said the extra cost was 
worth it because it was less 
crowded on the field and lines 

were absent.
“Plus, we got to sit in the 

dugout, how cool is that?” 
Brian Nemchin said. His 
wife Jessica said the two had 
grown up as Mets fanatics.

“In fact, we met while 
watching a Mets spring train-
ing game in a bar five years 
ago and we got married last 
year,” she said.

Jamaica resident Ricardi 
Calixte paid the VIP price 
for the second year in a row. 
“I love bacon, I love beer,” he 
said. “I always try to attend 
any kind of cultural event in 
Queens because it promotes 
the borough, and I’m all for 
that.”

Brooklyn resident Or-
lando Molina was on the in-
field enjoying VIP status at 
General Admission cost. “I 
bartered my way down here,” 
he said, baseball parlance for 
bribing, he admitted with a 
smile.

Molina has connections at 
Citi Field as the creative force 
behind a web series based on 
Mets fans. “It’s about all the 
hardcore Mets fans who have 
stuck with them through the 
last brutal seasons,” he said 
adding that the stories were 
getting better now that the 
Mets fortunes have changed 
on the field this year.

“The stadium looks better 
now that they’re winning,” 
Flushing resident Christine 
Meuller said. “You really get 
a feeling of hometown pride 
now, it’s like you have some-
thing trendy in your own 
neighborhood, it’s a much 
better stadium than that one 
in the Bronx.”

VIP ticketholders get to relax 
on the infield and avoid long 
lines as the Bacon and Beer 
Classic returns to Citi Field. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Thousands flock to Diversity Plaza for prayer vigils and fund-raising af-
ter the Nepal earthquake tragedy. Photo courtesy Jeff Simmons

Citi Field hosts crowd
for Bacon and Beer fest

Nepal quake felt here
Thousands attend vigils at Diversity Plaza in Jax Hgts

consist of the installation of 
the retractable sections, the 
special mechanization equip-
ment to operate the retractable 
portions and a mechanized air 
 system.

Last year, the USTA un-
veiled three new courts — 
Courts 4, 5 and 6 — and a 

multi-tiered viewing gallery 
— West Stadium Courts and 
Practice Gallery — for the 
practice courts. 

This year, it started build-
ing a new Grandstand Sta-
dium to replace the existing 
Grandstand Stadium, which 
is expected to be complete by 
2016.

The Grandstand project 
also consists of the large re-
model of the south campus, 
complete with widened cours-

es connecting the current 
Court 17 with the new Grand-
stand. That project will start 
this fall and be done for the 
2016 U.S. Open. 

Next fall, the association 
will start work on the new 
Louis Armstrong Stadium.

The total cost of the asso-
ciation’s projects is in excess 
of $500 million, Zausner said, 
with each costing anywhere 
from $160 million to $170 mil-
lion.

Continued from Page 4 

Open
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Van Morrison and many other mu-
sicians will be joining The Who this 
summer at Forest Hills Stadium.

The tennis arena announced its 
schedule recently and the full lineup 
of performers represents everything 
from classic rock to soul and funk. 
From May to September such legends 
as Santana and Van Morrison will per-
form at the stadium. 

The lineup also includes D’Angelo, 
Alabama Shakes, the New York Pops 
and James Taylor.

Tickets went on sale April 24 for 
most of the shows. 

Shows were not always a common 

thing at the stadium. After the 1960s, 
music wasn’t played at the stadium, 
but the tradition was restarted in the 
summer of 2013 with a show by Mum-
ford & Sons.

But not everyone is happy with the 
stadium’s revival as a music venue.

Last year, the West Side Tennis 
Club, which owns the stadium at 1 
Tennis Place, held a meeting with the 
surrounding community. More than 70 
residents met with stadium organizers 
at Our Lady of Mercy and complained 
about pop-up shops appearing on pri-
vate lawns and crowds of people con-
gesting the nearby subway stations. 

During the meeting, the contracting 

BY BILL PARRY

Last week was a memorable one for 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst). 
The city councilwoman made a select 
list of the most powerful people in the 
city and she married her longtime 
boyfriend in a City Hall ceremony last 
Friday.

Mayor Bill de Blasio presided over 
the small wedding as Ferreras wed 
Aaron Copeland in the council cham-
bers with Speaker Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito, Borough President Melinda 
Katz, the Council’s Finance Division, 
Councilman Daniel Dromm (D-Jack-
son Heights) and state Assemblyman 
Jeffrion Aubry (D-Corona) among oth-
ers in attendance.

“My husband and I are incredibly 
humbled to have been married at New 
York City Hall by our mayor in front 
of family, friends and the remarkable 
individuals that make up the City 
Council,” Ferreras said. “As a young 
girl growing up in Queens, I never did 
imagine today would be as special as 
it has been. Exchanging vows with 
Aaron, the father of my beautiful son, 
my biggest fan, wisest adviser and the 
man I most admire, is one of the great-
est joys a person can experience in 
their lifetime.”

Earlier in the week, Ferreras was 
named to a list of the 50 most influen-
tial people in New York City. The New 
York Observer’s 20th Political Power 
List had Ferreras ranked at number 
50.

Ferreras was the only person from 
Queens to make the list that ranked 
NYPD Commissioner Bill Bratton as 

the top power broker followed by the 
likes of U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara, 
City Planning Commissioner Carl 
Weisbrod, Cardinal Timothy Dolan 
and other political, business and labor 
leaders. Ferreras, the chairwoman of 
the Council’s Finance Committee, was 
one of only three Council members to 
make the list.

The Observer wrote “she is steering 
the body’s response to the city budget. 
She has carved out a role for herself 
in repeatedly pressing the mayor’s 
budget director, [Dean] Fuleihan, for 
a more transparent and timely budget 
- offering the kind of criticism that was 
largely absent from last year’s budget 
hearing, when one member memora-
bly brought muffins.”

Ferreras took a low-keyed approach 
when asked about the publication of 
the list. 

“It’s always rewarding to rank on 
power lists, but honestly, I was just do-
ing my job, which is to ensure the city’s 
spending is responsible and transpar-
ent,” she said.

Bubbles fill the air at City Hall as 
Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras marries 
Aaron Copeland, her longtime boyfriend. 

Photo courtesy Council member Ferrera

Summer lineup released
for Forest Hills Stadium 

Julissa weds at City Hall, 
captures spot on power list

Middle Village Prep (MVP) 
conducted the annual lottery for its 
incoming 2015/16 Class on Thursday, 
April 16, 2015.  MVP is a charter 
middle school serving grades 6 
through 8, whose goal is to provide a 
small-school experience in a nurturing 
environment.

 MVP Principal, Mr. Rivera said, 
“We are excited to welcome MVP’s 
newest students.  This year’s lottery 
now puts our school at the full capac-
ity of 360 students, serving the 6th, 
7th and 8th grades.”

“MVP will give District 24 stu-
dents the opportunity for a vigorous 
academic schedule in a small class-
room environment, which will prepare 
them for academic success in a high 
school of their choice,” concluded 
Principal Rivera.            

The lottery is the admissions pro-

cess required by New York State that 
is held when there are more student 
applications to a charter school than 
seats available. Students are ran-
domly selected from all applicants for 
admission by lottery. Students who 
are not selected from the lottery will 
be placed on a waiting list. This year, 
more than 295 applicants applied to 
MVP for the 120 seats available.  Pref-
erence is given to District 24 students. 

Students at MVP will have longer 
school days and increased classroom 
instructional time in Mathematics 
and English Language Arts.  Science, 
Social Studies, the Arts, Physical 
Education and Health, along with time 
allocated for enrichment and extracur-
ricular activities will round off MVP’s 
daily schedule.  All students at MVP 
will study Latin to strengthen and 
build their vocabulary skills.

Middle Village Prep Conducts Lottery 
for Incoming 2015/16 Class

MIDDLE VILLAGE 
PREPARATORY 

CHARTER SCHOOL
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue | Middle Village, NY 11379
Tel: (718) 869-2933 | info@middlevillageprep.com

…Where every child is our Most Valuable Person

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Continued on Page 54
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

State Assemblyman Wil-
liam Scarborough (D-Jamai-
ca) has announced his resig-
nation from office and said 
he plans to plead guilty to an 
11-count federal indictment 
that accused him of receiving 
$40,000 for fraudulent state 
travel vouchers over a four-
year period. 

Scarborough joins a long 
list of Queens lawmakers who 
have been convicted of corrup-
tion.

In a statement released 
Tuesday, Scarborough, who 
was first elected in 1994, said, 
“I am resigning my position as 
assemblyman for the 29th As-
sembly District. I will also be 
accepting a plea to charges re-
lating to my submitting false 
travel vouchers to the Assem-
bly. I did in fact claim to be in 
Albany at times when I was 
not there or I would claim to 
have stayed longer than I actu-
ally did.”

In the federal indictment, 
Scarborough was charged 
with submitting 174 false re-
imbursement vouchers for 
per diem expenses, mileage 

and tolls in excess of $40,000 
between January 2009 and 
December 2012. He was also 
charged with wire fraud for 
directing payment of specific 
false state travel vouchers to 
his bank account. If convicted, 
the combined charges would 
carry a total maximum term 
of imprisonment of 30 years 
along with a fine of almost half 
a million dollars.

“There were factors that I 
used to justify my actions to 
myself, but I see them clearly 
as rationalizations. During 
the time frame of the charges, 
I faced severe financial prob-
lems. Money had always been 
tight but sharply increased 
expenses created a financial 
crisis,” Scarborough said in 
the statement. “I took on a sec-
ond job at a college, but still 
found myself unable to keep up 
with my bills. My pride would 
not let me admit even to my 
family that I could not be the 
provider that they thought I 
was so I made a terrible choice 
– to take advantage of a travel 
system where you simply said 
you were in Albany and were 
reimbursed, basically with no 
questions asked.”

Backed by  stateAttorney 
General Eric Schneiderman, 
U.S. Attorney Richard Hartu-
nian for the Northern District 
prosecuted the case against 
Scarborough. 

In an interview Monday 
with New York Now, a public-
radio show, Schneiderman 
mentioned that their offices 
expected a politician to enter 
a guilty plea to federal charges 
against falsifying per diem 
records in the coming week 
and that most of the evidence 
obtained during the investi-
gation was due to the former 
Moreland Commission, which 
was disbanded by Gov.Andrew 

Cuomo.
In March, Scarborough, 

who originally plead not 
guilty at the time of his Octo-
ber 2014 arrest, and his attor-
ney filed a motion to suppress 
cell phone records tracking 
his whereabouts based on his 
right to privacy. But after the 
prosecution’s rebuttal to the 
motion, court records showed 
that a change of plea hearing 
was scheduled April 27. 

Community members were 
saddened by the news of the 
veteran community leader’s 
resignation. 

“It’s a sad, sad situation. 
People make mistakes. This 
is just sad,” said Rev. Charles 
Norris, who has known Scar-
borough for over 30 years, in a 
quiet voice. “He will be missed. 
He was at the forefront of the 
flood issue in Queens and he 
has been such a longtime hard 
worker for the community. It 
is very sad.”

Long-time colleagues who 
have worked with Scarbor-
ough in the past shared simi-
lar sentiments. 

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-Hollis) also was disheart-
ened by the news.

“I am shocked and dis-
mayed by recent revelations 
brought to light regarding As-
sembly member Scarborough. 
This situation speaks to a 
failed system that diminishes 
quality of life for people that 
are dedicated to serving the 
community,”Comrie said. “Al-
though his guilt does not erase 
the good he has done for Ja-
maica through his long tenure, 
I am saddened by this turn of 
events: for him, his family and 
all of South Queens.”

Scarborough will have a 
video-conference change of 
plea hearing before Senior 
District Judge Thomas McA-
voy May 7.

 Former state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith of Jamaica was con-
victed of corruption earlier 
this year along with former 
northeast Queens Council-
man Dan Halloran.  Former 
state Sen. Shirley Huntley 
served a prison term for using 
discretionary funds to go on 
a shopping spree.  Her former 
aide, Councilman Ruben Wills 
of South Ozone Park, is fac-
ing charges of stealing public 
campaign funds to purchase 
luxury goods.

WILLIAM SCARBOROUGH 

Scarborough to abdicate, plead guilty
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North Shore
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

I’ve been reading how the car-
riage horses are being treated.  
But that’s not the issue here. 
What people should be asking is 
what happens when their work-
ing days are over. Where do they 
go?  The answer is nowhere.  Be-
cause they have nowhere to go. 
That’s why the carriage horse in-
dustry is humane.

If the industry puts up money 
and buys land and pays the driv-
ers the horse’s worth so they can 
retire them to a retirement sanc-
tuary, then you can call them 
humane.  We all know that only 
a few horses will see the light of 

day because most owners want 
their money’s worth and could 
care less about the horses.  They 
will sell the horse to the highest 
bidder.  You can’t even follow the 
money trail because it’s a cash-
and-carry business. And what 
about the horses? The majority 
are sent to the slaughter house. 
What’s so iconic about that?

Why should New York City be 
an enabler to this industry that 
only breeds this type of horse to 
make money? There won’t be ex-
cess horses because the Amish 
will either breed less or find an-
other enabler to perpetuate their 

slave industry. This is not pro-
gressive. 

Tourists come here for three 
reasons: restaurants, museum 
and theater.  People may say hors-
es are on their bucket list, but 
that’s only because they’re in the 
news.  I don’t think that $100 or 
more for less than an hour’s ride 
is worth the top three reasons.

 Joan Silaco
 Queens Village
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More than a year after an Oakland Gardens col-
lege student died in a hazing incident in Pennsylva-
nia a judge has granted his mother the right to file a 
claim against the city.

The secrecy surrounding the case and the delay 
in legal action are puzzling.

Chun Hsien Deng, an 18-year-old freshman at 
Baruch College, was among about 20 pledges to the 
Pi Delta Psi fraternity who spent a weekend in the 
Pocono mountains in December 2013.  During a haz-
ing rite known as the “glass ceiling,” Deng lost con-
sciousness and died, according to an affidavit filed by 
the Pocono Mountain Regional Police Department.

The wall of silence descended and despite repeat-
ed attempts by this paper to follow the case, nothing 
more was heard for well over a year.

Then the Monroe County coroner’s office said re-
cently it had ruled the death a homicide, but so far no 
one has been charged.

The Pocono police are still conducting the investi-
gation, according to court documents filed by Deng’s 
mother, but they would not disclose why the probe 
has not been concluded.

Deng’s mother, Xia Fen Liu, submitted a notice 
to file claim against CUNY within the deadline pe-
riod. But she did not verify the claim because she 
contended the City University of New York had more 
information to build a case than her family, which 
was denied most access under a federal privacy act 
as the investigation continued.

The law, it would seem, has created a situation in 
which the parents of the victim are kept in the dark 
while the parent of Baruch is allowed to develop its 
own defense.

CUNY expelled Pi Delta Psi from the Baruch 
campus immediately after Deng’s death and said the 
Pennsylvania trip had not been sanctioned by the 
fraternity. The head of the national fraternity is the 
brother of Flushing Congresswoman Grace Meng.

Three months before the incident, 11 members of 
the Baruch chapter took an anti-hazing seminar and 
agreed not to take part in hazing practices, court re-
cords from the college revealed.  Baruch maintained 
it was not responsible for Deng’s death, based on 
these actions.

But Judge Alan Marin of the New York Court of 
Claims ruled that Liu was entitled to file a late claim, 
clearing the way for the family to seek monetary 
losses resulting from his death.

Since the case has evolved into a homicide, we 
are waiting for prosecutors to identify and arrest the 
suspects - 16 months after the fatal incident.  The de-
lay for Deng’s parents must be unbearable and they 
deserve to know how their only son died and why.

STILL WAITING

Horse carriage rides must shut down
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READERS WRITE

Let us all wish a Happy 
181st Anniversary to the Long 
Island Rail Road. On April 24, 
1834, the LIRR was officially 
chartered by the State of New 
York. In 1900, the Pennsylva-
nia Railroad bought a control-
ling interest as part of its plan 
for direct access to Manhattan, 
which began on Sept. 8, 1910. 
The Penn Railroad subsidized 
the LIRR into the late 1940s.  
This provided the financial 
basis for support of expansion 
and upgrades to service and 
infrastructure.

 At the end of World War II, 

there began a decline of our 
LIRR with a corresponding 
loss of fare box revenues.  The 
PR began to reduce financial 
support as well. This played a 
part in the LIRR going into re-
ceivership in 1949. In recogni-
tion of the role the LIRR played 
in the economy of both Long 
Island and New York City, 
New York state began provid-
ing financial assistance to the 
LIRR in the 1950s and 1960s.

 The “Line of the Dashing 
Dan” was officially chartered 
on April 24, 1965 by the state 
of New York. Prior to 1965, 

the LIRR derived almost 100 
percent of its funding for both 
capital and operating expens-
es from fares.  Chartered by 
the state Legislature in 1965 as 
the Metropolitan Commuter 
Transportation Authority, it 
was created to purchase and 
operate the bankrupt LIRR. 

 In 1966, New York state 
bought the railroad’s control-
ling stock from the Pennsylva-
nia Rail Road and put it under 
the newly formed Metropolitan 
Commuter Transportation Au-
thority.  The MCTA changed 
its name to the Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority in 
1968 when it took over opera-
tions of the NYC Transit Au-
thority.

 With MTA subsidies, the 
LIRR modernized further and 
grew into the busiest com-
muter railroad in the United 
States.  Over the past 50 years, 
several billion dollars in com-
bined county, city, state and 
federal taxpayers generated 
dollars have subsidized both 
the capital and operating costs 
for the LIRR. 

 In the end, quality and 
frequency of service are de-

pendent upon secure revenue 
streams. We all have to con-
tribute—be it at the fare box or 
tax revenues generated by dif-
ferent levels of government re-
distributed back to the MTA.

TANSTAFFL or “There 
Ain’t No Such Thing As A 
Free Lunch” or in this case a 
free ride

Larry Penner
Great Neck

It’s really sad to live in such 
an increasingly unattractive 
environment.

Yes, the new residential 
constructions are hideous and  
out-of-character, but things 
like the lack of motivation by 
business owners to clean, let 
alone beautify their spaces, is 

getting me down.
Cases in point:  Stop & Shop 

has a parking lot full of debris 
in the form of broken carts 
and litter. CVS parking lot is 
no better. Complaints fall on 
deaf ears and nobody seems to 
care. Maybe if we all cleaned 
after ourselves and displayed 

a planter here and there, The 
Douglaston/Little Neck area 
could regain some of its lost 
charm.

Kathy Mirandona
Little Neck

City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viveri-
to seeks to make our city most unsafe. She pro-
poses to decriminalize six low-level offenses 
like public urination. biking on the sidewalk, 
public consumption of alcohol, being in the 
park after dark, failure to obey park signs and 
jumping subway turnstiles.

These broken-windows policies have been 
proven  to bring down crime for some of these 
offenders who are wanted or in the process of 
committing more serious crimes. As the NYPD 
police commissioner has said, “Under no cir-

cumstances will I support anything that weak-
ens the ability of my officers to police and keep 
this city safe.”

Well, I totally agree.  We need such policies 
or crime shall reign supreme.

Kudos to Bill Bratton for standing up for the 
city and our Finest.

> >
Frederick R. Bedell Jr.

Glen Oaks Village

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

The Federal Reserve Bank 
has controlled our economy 
since its creation 100 years 
ago.  It has encouraged in-
vestment bubbles with large 
expansion of credit and cash.  
It has caused financial bust 
and ruin by suddenly limited 
credit and essaying the cash 
supply.

  The Federal Reserve 
Bank is a corporation with a 
board consisting of represen-
tatives of large international 
investment banks. Even 
though the president has an 
apparent say as to who will 
be head of the Federal Re-
serve Board the policies are 
decided by the bankers.  The 
Fed is not a branch of the gov-
ernment as much as Federal 
Express is not as well. Heads 
of the Federal Reserve Board 
included Paul Volcker, Alan 
Greenspan, Ben Bernanke 
and Janet Yellen.

 The fact that so much of 
our economy is affected by 
the board’s decisions and in-
volves public trust suggests 
an examination and oversight 
of their banking would be in 
order.  The Fed operates in 

secrecy.  Its loans are guaran-
teed by our tax funds.  When 
we see prices go up dramati-
cally, the Federal Reserve is 
the cause.  The large profits 
flow to the banks.  Since all 
of us are affected, exposure 
and control by the taxpayer 
would seem just.

 Any bank in the United 
States is subject to audit 
and examination to prevent 
fraud, embezzlement and 
other crimes affecting de-
positors.  The same standard 
of accountability needs to 
be applied to the Fed for the 
same reasons.  If people were 
angels, we wouldn’t need gov-
ernment oversight, but they 
are not.  Neither is the Fed.  
Write you representative and 
ask them to audit the Federal 
Reserve Bank.

  Vytautas Vileniskis
  Fresh Meadows

All powerful Fed 
needs monitoring

Bratton’s ‘Broken Windows’ works

It’s time to pick up all the debris

LIRR busiest U.S. railroad after 181 years
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T
wo Muslim comedi-
ans are on a mission 
– to make New Yorkers 
laugh.

Comedians Dean Obeidal-
lah and Negin Farsad have 
crowdfunded a campaign to 
respond to anti-Muslim adver-
tisements posted on mass tran-
sit with humorous advertise-
ments of their own.

The latest batch of “anti-
jihad” advertisements, spear-
headed by Long Island native 
Pamela Geller and her “Ameri-
can Freedom Defense Initia-
tive,” recently won a legal 
battle against the MTA, which 
had refused to post this itera-
tion of their ads on MTA adver-
tising space. 

Farsad and Obeidallah pre-
viously directed and produced 

“The Muslims Are Coming!,” 
a documentary that features 
a number of Muslim comedi-
ans visiting locations across 
America, such as Murfrees-
boro, Tenn., to engage local res-
idents through gimmicks such 
as an “Ask a Muslim” booth, as 
well as put on stand-up shows. 
The documentary also fea-
tures commentary from such 
prominent media and comedy 
personalities as Jon Stewart 
and Lewis Black.

The counter campaign, 
called Fighting-Bigotry-with-
Delightful-Posters, is looking 
to reach, as Farsad puts it, “the 
swing hater.” “Maybe they’ve 
heard some negative things 
about Muslims,” she says, 
“but they’re not sure.” In com-
parison, Obeidallah frames 
Geller’s campaign as for “her 
own base of people, who hate 
Muslims.” “This is more a PR 
campaign for Pamela Geller,” 
he continued.

Geller and her “anti-Is-
lamization” efforts rose to 
prominence over her posting 
of controversial images of Mo-

hammed on her blog, as well 
as her opposition to the Park 
51 Islamic Center, commonly 
known by the “Ground Zero 
Mega Mosque” misnomer, de-
spite being neither located at 
“Ground Zero” nor a mosque.

Obeidallah notes that 
though the message in AFDI 
ads will fall flat with most New 
Yorkers, “for her, is it wasted 
money when so many news 
outlets cover it nationally? 
Who knows what kind of effect 
that message is having on the 
country?” he said.

Previous AFDI advertise-
ments have posed the Pales-
tine-Israel issue as a struggle 
between “the civilized man” 
and “savages,” and another 
juxtaposed images of the burn-
ing World Trade Center with a 
quote from the Quran.

On its face, the group claims 
to be informing Americans and 
confronting the threat of “radi-
cal Islam,” but it has done so by 
attacking organizations and 
personalities that ostensibly 
represent moderate Muslims 
in America, painting them as 

part of an “anti-American con-
spiracy.”

Prominent civil rights 
and Jewish groups, including 
the Anti-Defamation League, 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
and Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs, have condemned the 
advertisements, which have 
also run in Philadelphia and 
San Francisco. The Southern 
Poverty Law Center has noted 
that groups such as the AFDI 
seek to “paint moderate Mus-
lims as radical terrorists” 
through propaganda, blurring 
the lines between fringe radi-
cal terrorists abroad and Mus-
lims living in America.

While the images are offen-
sive, the AFDI has managed to 
skirt overt hate speech through 
ambiguous wording and imag-
ery, while couching their po-
sition as one of “free speech.” 
Yet, Farsad believes the issue 
is not that of free speech, but is 
one of a cultural nature.  

“I’m totally a fan of the 
First Amendment, I’m really 
glad that crazy people are al-
lowed to put up crazy opinions, 

because that’s what the First 
Amendment protects,” she 
said.

Both hope that the ads will 
serve as a cultural counter to 
AFDI’s ads. “Culturally, it’s 
not okay to put up images of 
a Sambo … [or] a hook-nosed, 
miserly, Jewish person,” Far-
sad said. “These things are not 
okay and not culturally accept-
able; and we got to this place 
because of entertainers such 
as Seinfeld and Woody Allen.”

Both comedians note that 
at $15,000, they will have spent 
a fraction of what Geller and 
the AFDI have spent, but hope 
that the campaign generates as 
much media coverage.  “That 
will drive her (Geller) crazy,” 
Obeidallah joked.  The cam-
paign was set to begin April 
28, comprised of 144 posters in 
140 stations.

To see the posters to be 
used in the campaign, as well 
as learn more about “The 
Muslims Are Coming!” visit: 
themuslimsarecoming.com/
posters

I
t is starting to feel a lot like 
1969. Or 1973. Or 1986. Or 
even 2000, for many New 
York Mets fans, as a fast 

start reminded us of those glo-
ry years for New York’s junior 
baseball team.

Boy, was April a lot of fun. It 
appears that the long, methodi-
cal rebuilding plan of the last 
fi ve years is about to bear some 
sweet fruit. The emergence of 
Matt Harvey as the most dom-
inant pitcher in baseball — 
much like Tom Seaver in the 
late 1960s and ’70s and Dwight 
Gooden in the mid-1980s — has 
given the Mets a true superstar 
to build a team around.

Harvey is one of those mat-
inee idol-like stars — good 
looks, rugged personality, ma-
cho charisma — who can light 

up the whole city. He had a big 
setback two years ago after a 
meteoric start to his career 
— a crippling shoulder injury 
that required surgery and a 
16-month rehab. His lightning 
fastball and amazing control 
would surely be affected, many 
fans feared. But so far, the un-
defeated pitcher has been al-
most fl awless.

I have been a Mets fan for 
more than four decades and 
it has not always been easy to 
root for a team that has had so 
many long periods of drought 
between a few fertile years. The 
Mets were born the same year I 
was, 1962, and their early years 
were marked by ineptitude so 
bad that the legendary man-
ager Casey Stengel once said: 
“ Can’t anyone around here 
play this game? ”

Until 1968, Stengel was 
absolutely right. But then a 
wise, patient manager named 
Gil Hodges, a former Brook-
lyn Dodger great, assembled a 
workmanlike team around a 
scintillating pitching staff led 
by another charismatic ace: 

Tom Seaver. A transplanted 
University of Southern Cali-
fornia grad, “Tom Terrifi c” 
lifted his teammates and led 
them to the promised land in 
1969 with an improbable World 
Series victory over the heavily 
favored Baltimore Orioles.

The team from Flushing 
was dubbed the “Amazin’ 
Mets” for their odds-defying 
championship.

By October 1969, a team no 
one thought had a chance, had 
100 victories in the regular sea-
son and then went on to mow 
down the Atlanta Braves and 
Orioles on its way to a ticker-
tape parade through downtown 
Manhattan.

There were a few other no-
table years since, particularly 
1973, when eccentric relief 
pitcher Tug McGraw coined a 
phrase for the ages: “Ya Gotta 
Believe,” and help lead a mid-
dling team to a World Series 
berth.

Then, in 1986, 17 years after 
its fi rst season of glory, a collec-
tion of veteran stars including 
Gary Carter and Keith Hernan-

dez led a team of virtual no-
names, who were catapulted by 
a young, fl ame-throwing pitch-
ing staff led by Dwight Gooden 
and Ron Darling, two aces who 
could not have come from more 
different backgrounds. But 
that whole team came together 
that year to produce another 
Amazin’ season in Flushing 
and victory in one of the most 
memorable World Series bat-
tles ever against the snake-bit 
Boston Red Sox. A slow bounc-
ing ball that went through the 
legs of fi rst baseman Bill Buck-
ner seemed like a gift from the 
baseball deities that allowed 
the Amazin’s to once again de-
liver some joy again in Mets-
ville.

In 2000, there was a disap-
pointing loss to the Yankees in 
the fi rst Subway Series since 
the Bombers beat the Dodgers 
in 1956. Then it has been a long 
journey in the losing wilder-
ness among baseball’s bottom-
dwelling teams. The team got 
a new stadium in 2009, Citi-
Field, and brought in general 
manager Sandy Alderson and 

manager Terry Collins, whose 
methodical moves (helped 
somewhat by the previous GM 
Omar Minaya) has now put the 
Mets in contention.

With outstanding pitching 
led by Harvey, Jacob deGrom, 
Bartolo Colon, and Jonathan 
Niese; rising stars in center 
fi eld with Juan Lagares and at 
catcher with Travis D’Arnaud; 
and a steady superstar at third 
base in David Wright, the 
team is so deep that even when 
Wright, D’Arnaud, starting 
pitcher Zach Wheeler and hot 
reliever Jeremy Blevin went 
down with injuries, the team 
still managed to skyrocket out 
of the gate by winning 14 of its 
fi rst 19 games.

It’s amazing how a success-
ful sports team can lift our 
collective spirits in this city, 
how the Amazin’s in Queens 
can make this overgrown fan 
obsessively check ESPN each 
day for the latest box score and 
standings.

Finally, we’ll get ’em next 
year, is here this year. 

Ya gotta believe!

COLUMNS

Comedians laugh off anti-Muslim transit ads

A long-suffering Mets fan bets the odds

Mayoral 
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New Voices
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M
other’s Day is usually 
marked by burnt toast, 
dandelion bouquets and 
crayon drawings of mom-

mies and children with hearts all 
around them.

It is a great day.
This Mother’s Day, I’ll be giv-

ing a talk at the Museum of Jewish 
Heritage on how come mommies 
feel so worried all the time. Not 
that moms haven’t always been 
worried for their kids. Of course, 
we have. Jewish moms (like me) 
are famous for it. In fact, the old 
joke is, “Did you hear about the 
Jewish telegram? ‘Start worry-
ing. Details to follow.’ ”

But for the past 20 or 30 years, 
worries have come to almost 
define the job of parenting. We 
worry about what our kids are 

eating, watching, reading, wear-
ing, learning, not learning, say-
ing, thinking, texting, sexting 
(well, maybe that one’s valid), do-
ing and not doing. Not to mention 
what is in their goodie bag. We 
worry even under circumstances 
when most of our own mothers 
would have breathed a sigh of re-
lief: “Ah, they’re outside for a few 
hours. Now I can get some work 
done.” Or, “Now he’s down for a 
nap. Phew.” 

What has made us so ner-
vous?

I boil it down to four big cul-
tural shifts:

1) The Media. Of course, it is 
easy to blame the media, because 
the media are to blame. My mom 
could not have named 10 kid-
napped children off the top of her 
head. Today’s moms usually can, 
and not because there are more 
“sickos” around, or even more 
crime. Crime is at a 50-year low. 
It is because we hear about ev-
erything from everywhere all the 
time now.

When I was on Nancy Grace re-
cently, she showed heart-stopping 
clips of Adam Walsh (murdered 

in Florida,1981), Etan Patz (dis-
appeared in New York, 1979) and 
Elizabeth Smart (kidnapped in 
Salt Lake City in 2002), as if to say, 
“See! These things are happen-
ing. All. The. Time.” Even though 
we’re talking three cases sepa-
rated by decades and thousands 
of miles. Not flashed on screen: 
the tens of millions of children not 
kidnapped when they walked to 
the bus stop. 

Pretty much whatever we see 
on television is there because it is 
the scariest of the scary and the 
rarest of the rare. If we publicized 
every time a child died in a car 
crash in this same hammering 
way, no one would ever put their 
kids in the car again.

2) We live in litigious times, 

and this outlook is catching. 
We, too, have started looking at 
life the way trial lawyers do: Is 
that playground absolutely safe? 
Well, no. Nothing is. But thanks 
to the litigious belief that if some-
thing isn’t 100 percent safe, it is 
dangerous, we get situations like 
the one in Richland, Wash., where 
the school district decided to re-
move the swings from all its play-

grounds.
3) Thanks to the expert cul-

ture we live in, parents are con-

stantly being told what they’re 

doing wrong. There are experts 
on everything now, including (I 
kid you not) how to write a non-up-
setting letter to your kid at camp. 
As if there is one right way to keep 
kids safe and sound. Please! But 
hear enough warnings and you 
start to feel you are endangering 
your kid if you let him do any-
thing on which you haven’t done 
Ph.D.-level research.

4) The marketplace knows 

there is no easier dollar to ex-

tract than the one from the 

wallet of a worried parent. And 
so we have a whole aisle of the 
baby store filled with pivoting, 
infrared monitors that sweep the 
nursery at night, as if checking for 
terrorists in the caves of Yemen. 
(If there actually are caves in Ye-
men. You get the idea.) Suddenly 
just putting your child to sleep in 
her room seems like it is too dan-
gerous to do without backup.

So this Mother’s Day, the gift I 
would give all moms is the gift of 
chill. Our kids are not in constant 

danger, no matter what the media, 
the marketplace and the experts 
(aside from me) are saying. 

If you can make it to the muse-
um for my lecture, great. If not — 
no hard feelings! And if you want 
to try something else that might 
help you relax, consider partici-
pating in “Take Our Children to 
the Park … and Let Them Walk 
Home By Themselves” day on Sat-
urday, May 9.

The idea is to bring your kids, 
ages 7 or 8 and up, to your local 
park and let them play and walk 
home unsupervised. This may 
sound nerve-wracking, but once 
you do it and see your happy kids 
bounding home, the fear gets re-
placed by pride and joy.

At 10 that Saturday morning, 
I’ll be at the Ancient Playground 
at 85th and Fifth in Central Park, 
offering encouragement. Lenore 
Skenazy at the Museum of Jewish 
Heritage [36 Battery Place by First 
Place in Manhattan Mother’s Day, 
May 10, at 2:30 p.m., (646) 437–4202. 
info@mjhnyc.org] $15.

Lenore Skenazy is founder of 
the book and blog “Free-Range 
Kids.”

COLUMNS

Mother’s Day: Time to kick back and chill
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BY MADINA TOURE

The heads of Astoria Bank 
and New York Hospital Queens 
were honored for their contri-
butions to the Queens Theatre 
at the theater’s annual gala 
Monday night.

The gala, held at the theater 
at 14 United Nations Avenue 
South in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, celebrated the 
theater’s year of performanc-
es, educational programming 
and special events. 

The event featured cock-
tails and dinner, dessert, a si-
lent auction and performances 
by cast members of the musi-
cal “Queens Bees” as well as 
Jessica Lang Dance.

These past two years have 
been a time of growth and ex-
pansion for the theater, said 
Taryn Sacramone, its manag-
ing director. She noted pro-
grams such as the Bank of 
America Student Matinee Se-
ries, in which Queens students 
experience five exclusive live 
performances, including three 

Dance Series and two Theatre 
Series shows, every year.

“All said and done, Queens 
Theatre has brought the world 
of the performing arts to over 
2,400 students this year alone,” 
Sacramone said. “These pro-
grams inspire future perform-
ers and patrons of the arts.”

Donations to the theater 
would be matched dollar for 
dollar by some theater board 
members, Sacramone said. 

Monte Redman, president 
and CEO of Astoria Bank, 
and John Sciortino, NYHQ’s 
executive vice president and 
chief operating officer, were 

recognized for strengthening 
the theater’s legacy as a ma-
jor contributor to the arts in 
Queens.

Redman, who has family 
members that have worked or 
currently work in the arts, 
said the theatre plays an im-
portant role in maintaining 
the arts in Queens. 

“At Astoria, we strive to 
answer all the questions of 
your financial health,” Red-
man said. “As important as 
that is, we know that that’s 
not all there is to living and 
arts are very important and 
the Queens Theatre provides 
a very important place to pro-
vide diverse performances for 
a lot of different people.”

For Sciortino, the missions 
of the theater and NYHQ are 
interrelated in that they both 
strive for the betterment of 
the borough. He encouraged 
people to educate themselves 
about the theater. 

“It’s a wonderful, wonder-
ful theater and something we 

BY TOM MOMBERG

Emergency services were 
dispatched to Bayside High 
School Monday in response 
to a fire in a first-floor class-
room.

A 911 call was made from 
the school at 10:03 a.m. and 
faculty, students and staff 
were evacuated immediately 
by the school administration, 
according to the NYPD. 

There were no reports of 
injuries, said a FDNY spokes-
person. 

The fire department con-
firmed there was a fire in 
one of the classrooms. It was 
put under control at 11:24 
a.m. At least 30 firefighters 
and six trucks responded to 
the scene, according to the 
FDNY.

All trucks had left the 
school, located at 32-24 Cor-
poral Kennedy St. in Bay-
side, after the fire was ex-
tinguished, but the building 
remained evacuated until 
mid-afternoon. Several spe-
cialty police units and school 

safety officers were on the 
scene to investigate and se-
cure the area as students and 
teachers waited on the front 
lawn.

The source of the fire was 
a cell phone strapped to a 
nine-volt battery and an AA 
battery, which police sources 
said may have been the rem-
nants of a homemade mobile 
charging device. The device 
and the source of the fire 
were found inside a locker 
contained within a first-floor 
classroom, police said.

Public information offi-
cers said investigators were 
initially suspicious of the 
device, but ruled out the de-
vice as suspicious after the 
bomb squad was called to the 
scene. 

Nobody has been charged 
and the investigation is ongo-
ing, according to the NYPD.

Students were transport-
ed to local elementary and 
middle schools around noon, 
but classes eventually re-
sumed at BHS toward the end 
of the school day.

Guests network with one anoth-
er at the cocktail and dinner re-
ception before the gala. 

Photo by Madina Toure

Device causes fi re at 
Bayside HS: NYPD

Queens Theatre gala honors 
Astoria Bank, NYHQ execs

Summer
session

L I U  b r o o k l y n

M a k e  y o u r 
S u m m e r  C o u n t

Summer is the perfect time to get ahead or 
catch up on courses that you need to graduate. 
Earn 3 credits in 6 weeks at LIU Brooklyn and 
choose from more than 600 courses.

Day and evening classes are offered and  
courses are open to current LIU Brooklyn  
students, new students, as well as visiting  
students from other colleges and universities.

Classes are small and tutoring is available. 
Review summer course offerings at  
liu.edu/brooklyn/summer and register today!

Summer 1:
May 18–June 29

Summer 2:
July 6–August 16

For more information, visit 
liu.edu/brooklyn/summer

Continued on Page 42
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Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorcamps.com

Aviator Sports and Events Center

SummerSummer
DayCampCamp

Open House Dates from 12:00pm - 4:00pm:
Sunday May 3rd, Saturday May 16th & Sunday May 31st

Learn more about Aviator’s
Adventure Camp, Junior Camp, Gymnastics Camp,

Skate Instruction Camp, Dance Camp, Theater Camp.

Call our camp specialists to help
plan your child’s summer of fun!

718.758.7510

Fortunoff Jewelry is back.
That has a nice ring to it!

New Boutique by Esther Fortunoff
1504 OLD COUNTRY ROAD, WESTBURY, NY 11590 
Next to P.F. Chang’s, east end of The Mall at The Source

Bring in this ad for a special discount offer.

All loans are subject to credit approval. Product availability and offers are subject to 
change. Not all products are available in all states. Mortgages are originated 
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of New York Commercial Bank.
The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at the 
discretion of the bank at any time.

Call (866) 789-7878 ��)��
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or visit www.NYCBMortgageDirect.com  

to get started online! 

A Mortgage for
Your Community.
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MyNYCB Community MortgageTM 
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

U.S. Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-How-
ard Beach) introduced a bill Tuesday 
that would ban police across the coun-
try from using chokeholds.

Almost a year after Staten Island 
resident Eric Garner’s death from be-
ing put in a choke hold sparked pro-
tests across the country, Jeffries has 
introduced the Excessive Use of Force 
Prevention Act.

Garner’s death was recorded by a 
witness and a Staten Island grand jury 
chose to not indict the police officer, 
Daniel Pantaleo, who was seen using 

a chokehold on Garner, who crumbled 
to the ground while repeating “I can’t 
breathe.” 

Jeffries made the announcement 
Monday with Garner’s mother, Gwen 
Carr, at 1 Police Plaza. 

Under the NYPD rules, chokeholds 
are prohibited from being used, but if 
Jeffries’ bill passes, it would make po-
lice chokeholds a federal civil rights 
violation. 

Reach reporter Eric Jankiewicz by e-
mail at ejankiewicz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of Transporta-
tion announced traffic calming mea-
sures in conjunction with MTA Bridg-
es and Tunnels’ anticipated reopening 
of the Third Avenue exit ramp at the 
Whitestone Expressway.

DOT Commissioner Polly Trotten-
berg, along with state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside), announced plans 
to install bollards, or short posts that 
identify an area to guide traffic and 
safeguard vulnerable spots, for addi-
tional traffic calming. 

“Local intelligence is critical to cre-
ating smart, safer designs for streets,” 
Trottenberg said in a statement. “Our 
ongoing conversations with the com-

munity and these elected leaders led to 
this important safety upgrade which 
will make vehicles slow down as they 
approach residential streets.”

Flexible delineators will be added 
once the ramp opens to deter speed-
ing as vehicles exit. The DOT received 
local input from civic organizations 
such as We Love Whitestone, Welcome 
to Whitestone and the Greater Whites-
tone Taxpayers Civic Association in 
the design of the project.

MTA Bridges and Tunnels expects 
to reopen the exit by the end of May. 

The ramp was closed to traffic in 
2013 as part of a $109 million MTA 
Bridges and Tunnels reconstruction 
of the bridge’s Queens approach and 
the reformation of the roadway super-
structure. 

The Bayside man accused of beat-
ing his mother to death in February 
2011 entered a guilty plea last week to 
first-degree manslaughter, according 
to Queens DA Richard Brown. 

Sentencing for Matthew Devlin, 49, 
has been slated for June 4. Queens Su-
preme Court Justice Kenneth Holder 
said he would sentence Devlin to 21 
years in prison and five years post-
release supervision, according to 
Brown.

The defendant has been jailed for 
the past four years, held without bail.

In pleading guilty, Devlin admitted 
he had an argument with his mother 
and brother, during which he attacked 
both of them with an aluminum base-
ball bat, according to Brown.

“By his actions, the defendant 

has proven himself unfit for society,” 
Brown stated in a release. “While he 
will have to live with what he did for 
the rest of his life, the sentence to be 
imposed is more than warranted.” 

When police arrived on the scene in 
response to a call of an assault on Feb. 
12, 2011, they found Devlin’s mother, 
Elizabeth Devlin, in a second-floor 
bathroom with severe head injuries. 
She was transported to a hospital, 
where she remained in critical condi-
tion under a medically induced coma 
until her death five days later.

Matthew’s brother, John Devlin, 
then 54 years old, also suffered a head 
wound during the attack that took 35 
staples to close.

 ~Tom Momberg

Guilty plea entered in 2011 murder

Third Ave exit gets safer

Bill outlaws choking 

From the president, students, faculty

and staff of York College/CUNY:

From the president, students, faculty

and staff of York College/CUNY:

CONGRATULATIONS  

to all ACCEPTED STUDENTS  

to our College!

CONGRATULATIONS  

to all ACCEPTED STUDENTS  

to our College!

Sunday, May 3rd, 2015

You and your parents or guardians are cordially 

invited to the newly-admitted students’reception. 

This is an exciting time in your life, and we’re 

delighted to welcome you to the amazing 

community and traditions of York College.

Here are five reasons you and your family  
should attend the Accepted Students’ 
Reception:

  Confirm your place in the incoming class  

 Learn more about our exciting programs and majors  

 Learn about student life and pre-registration steps  

 Speak with Admissions and Financial Aid Counselors 

 Tour our 50-acre state-of-the-art campus

Join us for this exciting event!
Sunday, May 3rd, 2015
RSVP by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/accepted

or calling 718-262-2165. The program will 

commence at 12:00 sharp and conclude at 

approximately 4:00 p.m. in the Atrium of the 

Academic Core Building, 94-20 Guy R. Brewer 

Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451.

VISIT US AT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Dr. Edward Rogoff has been selected 
to lead the LIU Brooklyn School of 
Business, Public Administration and 
Information Sciences. Dr. Rogoff is 
the recipient of the 2010 Outstanding 
Educator of the Year award, given 
by The United States Association of 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 
He joins LIU Brooklyn from Baruch 
College, where he directed the Lawrence 
N. Field Center for Entrepreneurship. 
Dr. Rogoff founded the CUNY Center 
for Student Entrepreneurship and was 
instrumental in developing nationally 
ranked undergraduate and graduate 
Entrepreneurship programs.

“The LIU community is privileged 
to have Dr. Rogoff join our University,” 
said Dr. Kimberly R. Cline, president 
of LIU. “A leader in business 
curriculum development and an 
experienced entrepreneur, he has 
a deep understanding of New York 
City, national, and global business 
landscapes. Dr. Rogoff’s vision for the 
University’s business-focused academic 
programming reaffi rms LIU’s growing 
reputation as a leading experiential 

learning university.”
“It is an honor to join LIU Brooklyn, 

a rising university rife with opportunity 
and a palpable spirit of entrepreneurial 
thinking,” said Dr. Rogoff. “I look forward 
to working with the esteemed faculty 
at LIU Brooklyn to bring the School of 
Business, Public Administration and 
Information Sciences to new levels of 
achievement. My approach has always 
been to teach students to be business 
leaders, not to teach students about 
business leadership.”

“I see the rapid change in technology, 
fi nancial systems, and entrepreneurship 
support systems as new demands 
on business education and great 
opportunities for LIU with its current 
curriculum in these areas, strong 
faculty, and involvement with many of 
the leading businesses in these sectors,” 
said Rogoff. “We need to keep evolving 
to meet these needs and anticipate the 
coming demands on business schools,” 
he said.

Dr. Rogoff prides himself on building 
what he calls “structures of opportunity” 
to serve LIU Brooklyn students, the 

University community, and New York 
City. According to Rogoff, exceptional 
opportunities exist in the form of 
potential synergies with leaders and 
organizations helping to take advantage 
of downtown Brooklyn’s preeminence in 
real estate, technology, and arts activity 
and commerce.

“Dr. Rogoff possesses the rare 
combination of entrepreneurial skill and 
educational creativity, said Dr. Jeffrey 
Kane, vice president for Academic 
Affairs.”  He has a well-deserved 
reputation for making a difference at the 
convergence of business, scholarship, 
and community. We are delighted about 
the educational and career opportunities 
Dr. Rogoff’s leadership brings to current 
and future LIU Brooklyn students.”

LIU Brooklyn’s business-focused 
students and academic programs are 
well known in New York City business 
and higher education communities. 
Students currently hold competitive 
internship positions at the Barclays 
Center, the Brooklyn Nets, New 
York Stock Exchange, and the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, among others. 

LIU Brooklyn’s School of Business also 
enjoys partner affi liations with the “Big 
Four” accounting fi rms, where students 
and alumni intern, work, and excel. As 
a result, LIU Brooklyn is ranked among 
the Top 50 Colleges in the Northeast for 
Salary potential by Payscale.com.

Dr. Edward Rogoff is the author 
of two books, The Entrepreneurial 
Conversation and Bankable Business 
Plans, and his work has been published 
in The New York Times, The Journal 
of Small Business Management, 
Entrepreneurship Research Journal, 
and Forbes.  He holds a B.A., M.B.A., 
M.A., and Ph.D. from Columbia 
University.

LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY
LIU is one of the nation’s largest 

private universities. Since its founding 
in 1926, LIU has provided high quality 
academic programs taught by world-
class faculty.  LIU offers 500 accredited 
programs to more than 20,000 students 
and has a network of over 200,000 alumni 
that includes leaders in industries 
across the globe. Visit liu.edu for more 
information.

Entrepreneur and Visionary Edward Rogoff Selected as Dean 
of LIU Brooklyn School of Business

Find out.
liu.edu/brooklyn/business

 

 

 

 

Choose from 4 Academic Areas:

Take the Next Step at LIU Brooklyn’s 

School of Business, 
Public Administration
and Information Sciences

LIU Brooklyn School of Business,
Public Administration and Information Sciences
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

10 years and 30,000 visitors later, Calvary’s Family Care Center
continues to be a haven for comfort and support.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org

A core value of Calvary Hospital is caring for the 
patient and the family. We realize that when one 
family member has cancer, it spreads to the entire 
family. Families are so important to Calvary, 
we have an entire department dedicated 
to relieving their stress, anxiety and pain. 
Ten years ago we opened our Family Care 
Center at our Bronx campus to serve as 
a much-needed oasis and respite for the 

thousands of people who visit our patients. Visitors 
are greeted by the comfort and serenity of a living-
room setting, with a TV, internet, and other home-like 

amenities. In addition to complimentary 
services like massages, manicures and yoga 
classes, we also offer educational programs 
for the benefit of the family members’ well 
being. There is no other care like Calvary 
care. The place Where Life Continues.

114th commander transfers to elite post
BY BILL PARRY

The commanding officer at the 
114th Precinct in Astoria has moved on 
after just 18 months on the job. Deputy 
Inspector Kevin Maloney was promot-
ed to a new squad dedicated to police 
officer-involved shootings that oper-
ates out of  the First Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office at One Police Plaza.

 
“Commissioner Bratton had a 

similar unit in L.A. and he wanted to 
bring it to New York City,” Maloney 
said. “Right now if a shooting hap-
pens in Queens, it’s investigated by a 
Queens unit, if there’s a shooting in 
the Bronx, a Bronx team investigates. 
Now it’s this one unit investigating all 
shootings in every borough, it’s more 
centralized under one command. It’s 
interesting because it’s all new, it’s in 
its infancy.”

While crime rose slightly during 
Maloney’s command, mainly due to a 
rash of burglaries last year, murders, 
rapes and felony assaults were down 
during the past year. 

“I look at my time in the 114 as the 
pinnacle of my 24-year career,” he said. 
“That’s a tremendous place up there 
with good-hearted people, good civic 

and political leaders. I’m really going 
to miss it, but career-wise this is an 
important move, so in that regard I’m 
happy.”

The new commander of the 114th 
Precinct, Capt. Peter Fortune, came to 

Astoria from Police Service Area 5 in 
Manhattan. He took over Wednesday 
morning.

There will be another changing of 
the guard in Astoria. 

The leadership of Community 
Board 1 announced last week they will 
step down after a combined 82 years of 
service.

Vinicio Donato, the CB1 chairman 
since 1976, announced during the 
board’s monthly meeting he is leaving 
this summer. In addition, Lucille Hart-
mann will step down as district man-
ager sometime this summer, as soon as 
she gets a new district manager settled 
into the job.

“Much of what we’ve been able to 
accomplish in western Queens, espe-
cially the growths of neighborhoods 
like Astoria and Long Island City, 
have been in no small part due to the 
dedication of these two individuals,” 
Borough President Melinda Katz said. 
“Vinny is the longest serving commu-
nity board chair in the borough and 
a retired teacher. The communities of 
Board 1 are certainly indebted to both 
Vinny and Lucille, and they have a 
legacy of service that will be difficult 
to match.”

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-

Astoria) said, “I have worked hand-in-
hand with both of these community 
leaders throughout my career in pub-
lic service and am proud to have stood 
side-by-side with them as we fought to 
make Astoria the wonderful place it is 
today. I wish both Vinny and Lucille 
the best in all they do in the future.”

The decision to retire at the same 
time was a coincidence. Donato recent-
ly turned 80 and Hartmann wanted to 
travel and spend more time with her 
family, especially her two 10-year-old 
grandchildren.

“After 38 years I just felt I wanted to 
do things on my own time,” Hartmann 
said. “I loved my job. How many people 
can say they loved going to work every 
day? CB1 will go on without us. If this 
country can replace presidents, I think 
we can be replaced here.”

City Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) said, “We are grate-
ful for their long-term commitment 
to improve our neighborhood. I wish 
them well in their upcoming retire-
ment. Both will be missed.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Deputy Inspector Kevin Maloney has moved 
on after 18 months as commander at the 114th 
Precinct in Astoria. Photo courtesy NYPD
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience 
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The idea is simple: Donate stuff 
you no longer need -- clothes, books, 
toys, electronics, whatever. You can 
take what you want from the stuff 
donated by others. 

No money changes hands. Just 
things.

Grow NYC, the city-funded non-
profit that runs the Greenmarkerts, 
sponsored Shop ‘n’ Swap events in 
31 neighborhoods last year. And the 
swap in Forest Hills has become 
one of the city’s biggest, says Jon 
Klar, recycling outreach coordina-

tor for the group.
“It was a really good turnout” 

for the third annual swap staged 
last week at the venerable Central 
Queens Y on 108th Street, says Klar. 
It drew more than 550 swappers,   

 Grow NYC estimated it collect-
ed 4,656 pounds of donated goods, 
everything from strollers to china 
to videos. “We weigh what we have 
left over at the end to see how well 
it went,”  Klar says. The leftover to-
tal: 776.5 pounds  or 15 percent. Very 
successful, he says.

The idea of no-money swaps 
started online with Freecycle.org, a 
website in Tucson in 2003.

The idea was to come up with 
ways to keep down the amount of 
trash that cities have to deal with 
every day. 

“These swaps get people think-
ing about reuse in another way,” 
says Klar. The next Shop ‘n’ Swaps 
in Queens are scheduled for May 2 
at PS 32,  71-11 35th Ave., and May 
9 at PS 69, 77-02 37th Ave.            
 —Photos by Michael Shain   

FOR A BARTER 
TOMORROW
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 Speakup.Queenslibrary.org  
 or http://investinlibraries.org

11783a-2/15

Speak up! Log on  
to send an email.  

Tell your neighbors and 
share on social media 

# investinlibraries

LOVE YOUR LIBRARY? SPREAD THE WORD!

Take a moment to speak up for:
- Investment in libraries
- Funding 6-day service in every library,  

in every neighborhood
- Fully funding the 10-year capital plan
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BY BILL PARRY

The City Council passed 
legislation, by a unanimous 
vote, to enhance access to arts 
and culture by implementing 
the city’s first-ever compre-
hensive cultural plan. The bill 
is aimed at keeping New York 
an artist friendly city in a time 
of skyrocketing rents and a va-
riety of economic pressures.

Under the legislation that 
was proposed by Cultural Af-
fairs Committee Chairman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) and City Councilman 
Steve Levin, who represents 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg and 
several other arts-oriented 
neighborhoods in Brooklyn, 
the city will begin to analyze 
current cultural priorities, 
determine how different com-
munities are being served and 
how they propose to improve 
services and study the condi-
tion of cultural organizations 
in the city today.

“The passage of Introduc-
tion 419 solidifies our city’s 

presence as the world’s pre-
miere destination for culture,” 
Van Bramer said. “By initiat-
ing this five-borough Cultural 
Plan, we are embarking on 
an inclusive community en-
gagement process that will 
empower our cultural commu-
nity and the least served popu-
lations of our city. With the 
comprehensive data we will 
acquire from every corner of 
the city we will implement a 
strategy to increase access, 
equity and opportunity for all 
New Yorkers to engage in the 
arts and culture.”

Van Bramer and Levin 
built a coalition of hundreds 
in the art community to sup-
port the Cultural Plan.

 “New York City is the cul-
tural capital of the world and it 
is important that we do every-
thing we can to ensure it stays 
that way,” Levin said. “The 
Cultural Plan will create a 
road map to making New York 
a more artist-friendly city and 
ensuring that we are able to 
exhibit the rich culture found 

in every borough. 
Van Bramer touted the bill 

at length in March during a 
town hall meeting in Long 
Island City. The special guest 
that evening was Tom Finkel-
pearl, the former director of 
the Queens Museum who is 
now the city Cultural Affairs 
commissioner. One man in the 
audience that night said that 
he had come from Manhattan 
to listen to Finkelpearl and 

Van Bramer, whom he likened 
to former NBA superstars 
“Michael Jordan and Scottie 
Pippen” on city culture. 

“This administration rec-
ognizes that the arts are essen-
tial to the vibrancy of our com-
munities and the quality of 
the education we provide our 
students - that’s why we have 
launched a number of initia-
tives dedicated to enhancing 
cultural equity and access for 

all New Yorkers,” Finkelpearl 
said. “We look forward to 
working with the City Council 
to formalize this vision of ‘one 
New York’ as it’s expressed in 
our cultural community and 
to seek feedback and new ideas 
from residents.”

The bill was first intro-
duced in 2013 in response to 
the lack of cultural planning 
for New York City but was not 
well received by the Bloomberg 
administration. Mayor de Bla-

sio is expected to sign it into 
law as it contains a compo-
nent that addresses income 
inequality.

“In passing this momen-
tous legislation, the Council 
shows us it is listening to its 
constituents and that the arts 
and culture matter to neigh-
borhoods in every council 
district throughout are city,” 
Dance/NYC Executive Direc-
tor Lane Harwell said. “It com-
mits the city to a future where 
the creative sector is essential, 
artists are empowered, and the 
arts truly are for all.”

Jimmy Van Bramer and Cultural Affairs Commissioner Tom Finkelpearl 
make their case for a Culture Plan at a March Town Hall. 

Photo by Bill Parry

First-ever Cultural Plan passed by City Council
‘Momentous legislation’ seen as roadmap for artist-friendly city in time of economic stress

Do you experience pain or discomfort during sex? 
It’s more common – and treatable – than you think.

What causes pain during sex?
There are many causes of sexual pain in women.  
Many causes may be gynecologic in nature, while  
others may be secondary to systemic changes within  
the body. Infections, post-menopausal changes,  
neuropathic (nerve fiber) or muscular pain disorders, 
and dermatologic (hair/nails/skin) changes may all  
play into sexual pain. Pain during sex also may be  
caused by problems with sexual response, such as a  
lack of desire or a lack of arousal. It is important to  
seek help from a healthcare professional because  
many causes of sexual pain can be treated. 

Who experiences pain with sex?
Anyone in any age group can have sexual pain.  
Hormonal changes can often cause changes in sexual 
function, but because many factors may come into  
play, an extensive workup — a physical, medical tests,  
a medical history review — is usually required.

How is sexual pain treated?
Because sexual pain may be caused by many factors — 
and patients can have varying ranges of symptoms —  
our pelvic pain experts at the Smith Institute for  
Urology will develop a unique and personalized plan  
for you. Your customized treatment plan could range 
from conservative forms of therapy to more aggressive  
management, depending on your symptoms. This  
variety of treatment approaches has significantly  
decreased sexual pain and improved quality of life for  
the vast majority of our patients.

Dyspareunia can get in the way of your relationships and overall quality of life — don’t wait  
to get help. If you have symptoms of sexual pain, call (516) 734-8500 today to make an  
appointment with one of our specialists. For more information, visit NorthShoreLIJ.com/Smith.

Sexual pain, or dyspareunia, affects nearly three out of four women at some point in their lives. For some, the 
pain is temporary, while for others it is a long-term problem. Unfortunately, many people with sexual pain suffer 
silently. Sonia Bahlani, MD, a gynecologist at the Arthur Smith Institute for Urology, part of North Shore-LIJ 
Health System, discusses what you need to know about this condition. 
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING

Your Future Starts NOW!
Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,

B26, B54

F J E

and Q24, Q56

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
a division of

SECURITY GUARD TRAINING

a division of

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,

B26, B54

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

F J E

and Q24, Q56

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
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BY MADINA TOURE

The Riverkeeper, a clean 
water advocate, is hosting 
seven cleanups in Flushing, 
College Point, Long Island 
City and Astoria as part of its 
fourth annual Riverkeeper 
Sweep, a day of service for the 
Hudson River. 

The borough’s sweep proj-
ects, which will take place 
May 9, are Powell’s Cove 
Park’s Coastal Wetlands, As-
toria Park, Jennifer’s Annual 
Flushing Bay Cleanup, Gantry 
Plaza State Park, Hallet’s Cove 
at Socrates Sculpture Park, 
Newtown Creek by Land and 
Newtown Creek by Canoe, the 
last three in Long Island City. 

Riverkeeper is a member-
supported watchdog organiza-
tion that works to protect the 
Hudson River and its tributar-
ies as well as the drinking-wa-
ter supply for nine million city 
and Hudson Valley residents. 

“It started as a real oppor-
tunity for us to help organize 
people and local communities 

to do this kind of stewardship 
effort in our local waterway,” 
said Dana Gulley, Riverkeep-
er’s manager of strategic part-
nerships, outreach and volun-
teer programs. 

Gulley said some of the 
sweep projects, such as the 
Empire Dragon Boat Team’s 
Flushing Bay Shoreline Clean-

up and the Coastal Preserva-
tion Network’s cleanup of the 
shoreline in Powell’s Cove 
Park, are projects that have 
been occurring separately 
from the sweep and the groups 
decided to align their projects 
with the day of service.

Others were initiated by 
individuals who noticed an is-
sue in their area and elected to 
join the sweep, she explained.

“This event is all about 
partnerships,” she said. “We 
work with hundreds of part-
ners who bring these events to 
life in their communities.”

Over 100 sweep projects 
will take place throughout the 
entire Hudson River Estuary. 

Sweep projects are also 
taking place in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn, the Bronx, New 
Jersey, Rockland County, 
Westchester County, Putnam 
County, Orange County, Ul-
ster County, Dutchess County, 
Columbia County, Greene 
County, Albany County and 
Rensselaer County.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A Brooklyn woman, who 
worked at Kennedy Air-
port cleaning aircrafts, was 
charged with grand larceny 
and other crimes last week 
for allegedly swiping thou-
sands of dollars worth of tiny 
bottles of liquor over a three-
year period, announced 
Queens DA Richard Brown.

“The defendant was a con-
tract employee at Kennedy 
Airport. She was entrusted 
with cleaning planes. In ad-
dition, however, to tidying 
up the aircraft the defendant 
allegedly helped herself to 
the mini bottles of alcohol on 
board,” said the DA.

Juanette Cullum, 48, of 
Brooklyn was arraigned 
April 24 in Queens Criminal 
Court on charges of grand 
larceny and criminal posses-
sion of stolen property. 

Cullum worked for Air 
Serv, an airport cleaning 
company which terminated 
her employment after the 
arrest. She was a cleaner for 

American Airlines in Termi-
nal 8 at John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport. 

Cullum’s alleged thefts 
were reported by a witness 
to the Port Authority Police 
Department at JFK. 

According to the criminal 
complaint, that tip to police 
regarding the alleged swiper 
prompted a visit to Cullum’s 
home. When confronted, she 
allegedly admitted stealing 
the mini bottles and other 
miscellaneous items over a 
three-year period. It is al-
leged that police recovered 
14,290 tiny, unopened liquor 
bottles in a closet, 19 Kindle 
tablets, seven iPads, two 
laptops and toiletries in her 
home. The stolen liquor over 
the three years is valued at 
approximately $10,000, said 
the criminal complaint.

Police also confirmed 
with the security manager 
for American Airlines that 
the recovered items were in 
fact property of American 
Airlines.

Riverkeeper is hosting seven 
Hudson River estuary cleanups in 
Queens in May.

Airport cleaner swipes 
electronics, booze: DA

River cleanups to occur 
in several boro locations

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Council Member Eric Ulrich (c) and The Doe Fund President 
George McDonald (behind him at right) are expanding local 
efforts to remove trash along Cross Bay Boulevard in Broad 
Channel. Photo courtesy of Council member Ulrich

State Sen.  Toby Ann Stavisky in Albany celebrates Taiwan Heritage Day with (from l-r) Taiwanese 
American Senior Center President George Hu, Chinese Chamber of Commerce of New York 
President Ho Kew Lee, Director General of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office, Ambassador 
Paul Wen-liang Chang, Taipei Economic and Cultural Office Assistant Director Franklin Chen, 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce Chairman Justin Yu. Photo courtesy of Sen Stavisky

State Sen. Tony Avella presents a check for $210,000 to the Udalls Cove Preservation Committe to purchase a portion of land 
to become part of the wetlands reserve, protecting the area from development. Photo courtesy of State Sen. Avella

A driver for the Daily News was killed when his delivery 
truck was broadsided by a passenger car at Flushing and 
Nostrand Avenues. Twitter/NYC Scanner

You mean this isn't the drive-thru window? This Honda 
crashes into a Deals store on Rockaway Boulevard, but no 
serious injuries were reported.  Twitter/NYC Scanner

Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder brings his two young children 
down to the Broad Channel Volunteer Fire Department Open 
House to learn about the work of volunteer firefighters.  

Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Goldfeder

Queens DA Richard A. Brown with Assistant District Attorney Denise Tirino mark 
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week with the parents of Carl David Richardson, who 
was senselessly murdered in a dispute at a barbershop.  Photo courtesy of Queens DA



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 1–7, 2015 29  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

LATE

BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) has 
been getting some backlash 
on social media from anti-po-
lice activists following his re-
newed call for 1,000 new cops 
for the NYPD. 

Lancman said the addition 
of new officers is necessary to 
ensure that the police force is 
not stretched too thin through-
out the city, an initiative for 
which NYPD Commissioner 
Bill Bratton has expressed 
support as well. 

The City Council called on 
Mayor Bill de Blasio to hire an 
additional 1,000 officers, but 
he rejected the proposal.

“There’s a genuine desire 
on the part of New Yorkers to 
reform the way we do polic-
ing in the city and reform our 
criminal justice system, but 
there is this segment of our 
city that is genuinely anti-cop 
and they don’t come to that 
conversation from a place of 
respect and appreciation for 
what our cops do every day,” 
Lancman said in an interview 
with TimesLedger. 

He believes he has been tar-
geted because he has been out-
spoken on the issue of adding 
new cops to the police force as 
well as on police-community 
relations in general.

“I’ve been very vocal on 
the issue of 1,000 new cops and 
even developed the hashtag 
#1KCops in response to some 
of the opposing views out 
there,” he said. 

The Safety Beyond Polic-
ing campaign, a group that 
opposes the city investing in 
hiring more police officers, 
has started a #NoNewNYPD 
petition, while New Yorkers 
Against Bratton is advocating 
for Bratton’s firing.

In one tweet, Occupy Wall 
Street NYC asks, “@RoryLanc-
man what is your cut if NYPD 
is funded for #1kCops? You 
are vile.” In other tweets, the 
group questions his support of 
Bratton and his support of $97 
million in spending following 
recommendations from #NoN-
ewNYPD. 

Lancman co-authored a po-
lice chokehold bill that would 
charge and prosecute police 
officers for using chokeholds. 

Chokeholds are illegal un-
der NYPD regulations, but the 
NYPD’s Civilian Complaint 
Review Board released a re-

port on about 1,000 complaints 
in which officers used choke-
holds. Only a small number of 
complaints were questioned. 

The legislation would es-
tablish a municipal offense “of 
criminally negligent infliction 
of physical injury.”

Lancman also created the 
Committee on Courts and 
Legal Services at City Hall to 
form legislation to help New 
Yorkers navigate the legal sys-
tem when they find themselves 
summoned for minor offenses 
and/or infractions within the 
courts. 

Dde Blasio previously 
vowed to veto the chokehold 
bill in its current state. 

The fact that the bill has 29 
sponsors means that the bill 
has enough support to become 
law and that they may have 
enough members to overturn 
a veto. But he said compro-
mise is an option on the table 
as well.

“The mayor really has to 
come forward with how he 
would like to see the bill writ-
ten to earn his support,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Councilman Lancman has experienced some opposition from anti-police 
activists on social media.

Police skeptics target Lancman on cop issue

But some Albany and City Hall politicians, like Mayor Bill de Blasio, want to turn back the clock to old policies that failed in 
the past. They want stricter rent laws, and they want to freeze rents while raising property taxes and water and sewer rates. 

That would push affordable housing right back into the 1970’s and 80’s. We need to move forward, not backwards.

IT’S TIME FOR NEW 
SOLUTIONS TO AN 

OLD PROBLEM.

This is what happens when the 25,000 landlords of  1 million rent-stabilized apartments have the financial resources to make 
repairs and improvements. They re-invest the rent in their buildings and our neighborhoods. They provide work to small 

businesses and jobs to local residents – and, most importantly, they preserve existing affordable housing.
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BY BILL PARRY

The landscape at Socrates 
Sculpture Park in Long Island 
City will change dramatically 
in several weeks with the May 
17 debut of several site-specific 
works. Perhaps the most dra-
matic will be the latest public 
artwork of Heide Fasnacht, 
titled “Suspect Terrain.”

The artist details the cre-
ation and aftermath of a 30-
foot sinkhole, created with ply-
wood, surrounded by cracked 
earth with a small house in 
the middle. The piece was in-
spired by media coverage of 
actual sinkholes in China and 
Guatemala. 

Visitors will be able to look 
into the depths of the pit while 
actually standing at ground 
level. The house lies half sub-
merged in a pool of illusion-
istic water, an allegory that 
explores the park’s unique 
history as an illegal dump site 
and landfill.

By sculpturally depicting 
these devastating geological 

occurrences, Fasnacht turns 
the relationship between event 
and documentation into a per-
sonal and precarious action. 

“I take the collapse as a 
plan to reconstruct in however 
fractured a fashion,” Fasnacht 
said. “These become objects of 
reflection on the instability we 
now all live with, on the flux of 
life, and the ability to create 
nonetheless.”

“Two Trees in Balance” is 
Gabriela Albergaria’s work 
involving nature. Through 
drawing, photography and 
sculpture the artist seeks to 
examine and deconstruct the 
cultural and social beliefs sur-
rounding images of the natu-
ral.

The artist uses salvaged 
tree branches and stumps to 
fashion two trees suspended 
from a steel cable on opposite 
sides on a 10-foot concrete 
wall. Albergaria manipulates 
preconceived expectations of 
what the natural world should 
look like.

The two works will open 

alongside Agnes Denes’s “The 
Living Pyramid.” An earth-
work that spans 40-feet at its 
four-sided base and rising 35-
feet high, it was created from 
several tons of soil and planted 

grasses. It is the artist’s first 
public artwork in New York 
City in three decades since 
her iconic urban intervention, 
“Wheatfield - A Confrontation 
in 1982.”

For nearly five decades, 
Denes has used the pyramid 
both structurally and concep-
tually to examine environ-
mental priorities and social 
hierarchies.

“Some pyramids float in 
apparent weightlessness, 
while others are made of the 
weight of conscience,” Denes 
said. “What they all convey is 
the human drama, our hopes 
and dreams against great 
odds. They represent the par-
adoxes of existence and like 
grand mandalas , define our 
destiny.”

The public opening at So-
crates Sculpture Park is May 
17 from 3-6 p.m. coinciding 
with New York’s Frieze Art 
Fair. The park is free and open 
to the public 365 days a year 
from 10 a.m. to sunset at the 
intersection of Broadway and 
Vernon Boulevard.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Heide Fasnacht’s Suspect Terrain is one of three art works that will debut 
this month at Socrates Sculpture Park. Courtesy Socrates Sculpture Park

Major works set to debut at Socrates Sculpture Park
Heide Fasnacht’s commission ‘Suspect Terrain’ creates optical illusion of a giant sinkhole
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

After months of delay and political 
games, former Brooklyn U.S. Attorney 
Loretta Lynch was sworn in Monday 
as the country’s first female African-
American attorney general.

Lynch was nominated to replace 
Eric Holder in November, but her nom-
ination was held up in congress during 
a fight over abortion language in a hu-
man trafficking bill that Republicans 
used to stall Lynch’s installation.

President Barack Obama hailed the 
vote and said “America will be better 
for it.”

The Senate voted 56-43 to confirm 
Lynch six months after she was nomi-
nated.  U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.), 
one of Lynch’s fiercest critics, was 
the only senator to skip the final vote, 
even though he had demanded his col-
leagues oppose her. And he said that 
Lynch would violate the Constitution. 

In New York, where she served as 
the attorney for the Eastern District, 
which covers Queens and Brooklyn, 
officials lauded what they saw as a 
confirmation caught up in political 
crosswinds.

“After a shameful, partisan delay 

forced on the American people by Sen-
ate Republicans, Loretta Lynch has fi-
nally been confirmed as attorney gen-
eral,” said U.S. Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 
(D–Howard Beach). “She is a consum-

mate law enforcement professional 
with an unparalleled track record of 
keeping communities safe and protect-
ing the civil rights of the vulnerable. 
Ms. Lynch will make a tremendous 

attorney general. Brooklyn’s loss is 
America’s gain.”

And U.S. Rep. Carolyn B. Maloney 
(D-Astoria) praised Lynch for her work 
in the Eastern District. 

“Ms. Lynch’s record is exemplary. 
She has been highly effective in her 
role as a U.S. attorney prosecuting 
political corruption, terrorism, nar-
cotics, gang and Mafia cases, and sex 
trafficking,” Maloney said. “In her 
highest-profile case, she won a 30-year 
conviction of a police officer who had 
sodomized plaintiff Abner Louima 
with a broomstick at a police station, 
causing injuries that defense attor-
neys falsely attributed to homosexual 
sex. She won the case in part by break-
ing through the Blue Wall of Silence 
and persuading two officers to testify 
against the defendant.”

Lynch will be replacing Holder, who 
served more than six years as attorney 
general, and she is the 83rd attorney 
general. She was born in North Caro-
lina and began working in the Eastern 
District in the 1990s as a drug and vio-
lent-crime prosecutor.

Lynch graduated from Harvard in 
1981 and from Harvard Law School in 
1984.

Loretta Lynch, the chief federal prosecutor for Queens and Brooklyn, is sworn in as the new 
Attorney General after a long confirmation fight.  Andrew Harnik/AP

City welcomes Lynch as U.S. attorney general
Former Eastern District prosecutor becomes first African-American woman in top legal post
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WE ARE OPEN LATE! WE ARE OPEN LATE! 

 FIND YOUR PERFECT FIND YOUR PERFECT

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A  
OVER 3,000 CARSOVER 3,000 CARS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 5/01/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

20k miles, Stk#3788

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2012 Mercedes E350, 20k 11628 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Acura TL, 17k 7918 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes C300, 14k  3824 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

*Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be applied to advertised cars. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY
RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY!

 MATCH WITH MATCH WITH

CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 5/01/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

43k miles, Stk#3793

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k  8314 $6,995
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

TO CHOOSE FROM!TO CHOOSE FROM!
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

A Queens teacher was ar-
rested  Monday after a drug 
task force allegedly found 10 
grams of heroin, a scale with 
drug residue on it and all of the 
items needed to use heroin in 
her Ozone Park home, accord-
ing to the Office of the Special 
Narcotics Prosecutors. 

Gloria Chamorro, 24, and 
her husband Luis Lizardo, 
36, were charged Wednes-
day morning in Manhattan 
Criminal Court with several 
counts of criminal possession 
of a controlled substance and 
criminally using drug para-
phernalia, authorities said. 
Both pleaded not guilty.

Chamorro, who is a substi-
tute teacher and a school bus 
aide, confessed to authorities 
that she attempted to flush 
heroin down the sink Monday 
as police were trying to enter 
the couple’s home, according 
to the criminal complaint.

According to the Depart-
ment of Education, Chamorro 
worked as a substitute since 
September 2014 and she has 
been suspended without pay.

“These allegations are dis-
turbing. Ms. Chamorro was 
immediately suspended with-
out pay, and is away from any 
students,” said Devora Kaye, a 
spokeswoman for the DOE. 

Her husband, Luis Lizardo, 
was the target of an extensive 
investigation related to drugs, 
according to a spokeswoman 
for the Special Narcotics Of-
fice.  Detective Richard Turk 
contended that Lizardo was 
suspected of selling heroin 
and Xanex, a pharmaceutical, 
in his testimony recorded in 
the criminal complaint.

When police came with a 
search warrant to the house at 
87-09 Sutter Ave., Lizardo re-
fused to let them in, according 
to Turk’s court testimony, and 
while he stalled the police out-
side of the house, Chamorro, 

who deals with children in her 
day job, began to drain heroin 
down the drain. But when po-
lice entered, there were still 10 
grams of heroin along with a 
medley of drug-related items 
like hundreds of wax bags of-
ten used to distribute heroin, 
a stamper, an ink pad, rubber 
bands and a strainer, the Spe-
cial Narcotics Office said.

According to police, af-
ter being read her Miranda 
rights, Chamorro confessed to 
draining heroin down the sink 
when she said police were try-
ing to get in. 

Chamorro was present in 
the home when police arrived 
to conduct a court-authorized 
search Monday night and 
admitted to washing a large 
amount of heroin down the 
drain as police worked to gain 
entry.

Bail was set at $20,000 for 
Lizardo and his wife was re-
leased on her own recogni-
zance. 

BY MADINA TOURE

Six Queens residents who 
are students at the School of 
Visual Arts in Manhattan 
have been selected for the 
school’s 26th annual Dusty 
Film & Animation Festival.

Astoria resident Murilo 
Ferreira, Fresh Meadows 
resident Evelyn Lee, East 
Elmhurst resident Alyssa 
Wong, Elmhurst resident 
Gintaute Sipaviciute, Bay-
side resident Michael Condo-
leon and Flushing resident 
Ichien Chu — all fourth-year 
students at SVA — have been 
selected for the festival.

The festival, which will 
take place May 9–12, high-
lights more than 100 films 
and animations from stu-
dents who are graduating 
this spring. Representatives 
from the film and animation 
industries will also be pres-
ent at the festival.  

“The whole point was to 
bring SVA and our students 

as a place to go for new tal-
ent,” Annie Flocco, the festi-
val’s director and producer, 
said. 

Chu, 21, a film major with 
a specialty in directing, is 
represented in the festival 
with “Velours Rouge” (Red 
Velvet).

The 26-minute film, a 
romantic comedy, follows a 
reserved New Yorker who is 
looking to start dating again 
after getting over his ex-girl-
friend. 

His best friend wants him 
to try online dating, but he re-
fuses to do it. His friend then 
convinces him to post an on-
line ad looking for a female 
roommate. The roommate 
turns out be French and is 
aggressive, barging into his 
apartment claiming to be his 
roommate. Their lifestyles 
inevitably clash.

“It’s a big project, just to 
showcase our skills and what 
we learned through the four 
years at SVA,” Chu said.

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT

 

 

Work of boro students 
chosen for fi lm festival

Queens teacher charged 
in heroin seizure:  Feds

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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As retirement age approaches, 
many older adults envision 
themselves downsizing and 

moving to a quaint community to en-
joy their golden years in as relaxing 
a fashion as possible. However, for a 
growing number of seniors, their re-
tirement years are being spent helping 
to raise grandchildren.

United States Census data from 
2010 indicates 4.9 million American 

children are being raised solely by 
their grandparents. CanGrads, a Na-
tional Kinship Support organization, 
says approximately 62,500 children 
are being raised by grandparents and 
other family in Canada. Many grand-
parents provide part-time care when 
their older children have to move back 
home with their families, as  roughly 
13 million children are now living in 
homes with their grandparents.

Being raised by grandparents may 
not be the ideal situation for all parties 
involved, but such situations are a ne-
cessity for many families. Seniors who 
are once again thrown into the care-
giver arena may need a crash course 
in childcare or a few pointers on par-
enting in the modern age: 

Get the right equipment. Chil-
dren certainly require a lot of gear, 
more than grandparents likely used 

when raising their own children. Cer-
tain safety requirements are in place 
to safeguard young children, and that 
often means investing in new cribs, 
car seats, high chairs, and other items. 
Grandparents should resist the temp-
tation to use old items they may have 
kept in storage, as such items may no 
longer be safe and could put grandchil-
dren at risk for injury.

      GRANDPARENTS WHO HELP 

RAISE CHILDREN

For a growing number of seniors, retirement years are being spent helping to raise grandchildren.

Continued on Page 39

TIPS 
FOR
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The number of drivers 70 and older is 
predicted to triple in North America 
during the next 20 years. Research 

indicates that the older a person is, the 
higher the risk of driver accident or fatal-
ity. The risk posed by older drivers and the 
inevitable increase in older drivers on the 
road in the next two decades has sparked 
debate as to whether or not such drivers 
should be reexamined to ensure safety on 
the road.

In 2003, an 86-year-old man uninten-
tionally killed 10 people and injured more 
than 70 when he drove his car through a 
crowded farmer’s market in Santa Mon-
ica, Calif. In 2010, a 72-year-old Connecti-
cut man faced vehicular manslaughter 
charges for allegedly striking and killing 
a motorcyclist. In 2012, an elderly man in 
Buffalo, N.Y. caused an accident result-
ing in three fatalities when he traveled in 
the wrong direction on the New York State 
Thruway. Very frequently, the local news 
is peppered with reports of elderly drivers 
causing serious accidents. Some wonder if 
more stringent requirements for elderly 
drivers would help the situation.

Thirty-three states presently have legis-
lation in place to ensure drivers can retain 
driving privileges once they reach a cer-
tain age. It’s important to note that, accord-
ing to the National Safety Council, drivers 
over the age of 75 account for only 3.3 per-
cent of accidents in the United States. Driv-
ers age 25 to 34 account for the largest num-
ber of accidents, at nearly 20 percent. Some 
argue that these fi ndings do not paint an 
accurate picture because senior drivers 
spend far less time behind the wheel and 
log fewer miles than younger drivers, re-
ducing the chance for accidents.

The National Highway Traffi c Safety 
Administration notes that aging can affect 
drivers in a number of ways. The physical 

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
What do Health Care Proxies, 

Do Not Resuscitate orders, and 
Living Wills have in common? All 
three are legal documents, called 
Advance Directives, that commu-
nicate your end-of-life choices to 
family members, caregivers, and 
doctors if you cannot speak to 
them yourself. 

New York State has a long list 
of medical and social decisions 
that need to be made when a per-
son is terminally ill. Do you want 
to be resuscitated if you should 
stop breathing? What if your heart 
stops beating? Do you want to be 
placed on a feeding tube if you can 
no longer eat?

Advance Directives insure 
your end-of-life choices are fol-
lowed even if you slip into a coma, 
are in the advanced stages of de-
mentia, or are unable to speak. 
Advance directives inform medi-
cal professionals if you want any 
interventions at the end of life or if 
you want only palliative care.

Many people feel they do not 
need to make these decisions while 
they are young and healthy.  They 
prefer to believe that only older 
people or people with terminal ill-
nesses should make these choices. 
This is a big mistake. According 
to The Center for Disease Control, 
of all fatal U.S. traffi c deaths pre-
dicted in 2015, almost half will be 
among people between the age of 
25 and 54. These statistics are a 

clear reminder that life is fragile 
and even the healthiest of us can 
face life-and-death decisions at 
any time.  

Below is a list of the three es-
sential advance directives that ev-
ery adult should have:

Health care proxy 
In some states this is called 

a Power of Attorney for Health 
Care. This is a document that al-
lows you to appoint someone you 
trust to make health care deci-
sions for you if you are unable to 
convey them yourself. You can ap-
point a family member, friend, or 
anyone else you trust as long as he 
is at least 18 years old and is con-
sidered legally competent. 

Once you appoint an agent, 
that person can sit in on medical 
meetings, decide on special treat-
ments, approve all diagnostic tests 
and surgical procedures, and even 
agree or disagree to organ dona-
tions.  

The proxy is one of the easi-
est documents to obtain and ac-
tivate. It can be downloaded for 
free by logging onto New York De-
partment of Health’s website.  It is 
printed in eight languages includ-
ing English, Spanish, Chinese, 
Creole, Russian, Italian, French, 
and Korean. You do not even need 
a lawyer. The only requirement is 
that two adults must witness the 
signing.

Before you entrust someone to 

this important role, it is crucial 
that your appointee understands 
and agrees to follow through with 
your fundamental beliefs. Write 
these choices on the health care 
proxy so there is no question about 
what you want. 

You should make sure your 
agent feels comfortable commu-
nicating your preferences. Some 
problems can occur if you do not 
want any end-of-life interventions 
and your agent has religious be-
liefs to the contrary. In this case, 
you should consider appointing 
another person. 

Only a doctor can determine 
when an individual lacks mental 
capacity to make her own decision 
and when an agent’s role can be ac-
tivated. This step insures that an 
agent does not misuse his power.  

Living will
A living will is a legal docu-

ment that informs medical per-
sonnel whether you do or do not 
want life-sustaining treatment if 
you are terminally ill. 

Every state has its own living 
will requirements, so you might 
want to consult an attorney or 
check with your state to deter-
mine the particulars of fi lling out 
a request. New York State does not 
have a specifi c living will form but 
has a document called a Medical 
Order for Life Sustaining Treat-
ment that spells out what kind of 

ADVANCE DIRECTIVES
Documents that speak for you when you 

cannot speak for yourself

Aging can 
impair driving 

ability

Research indicates that the older a person is, the 
higher the risk of driver accident or fatality.

ELDERCARE TODAY

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

ELDERCARE TODAY

Men and women over the age of 50 are in a unique posi-
tion to vastly improve their quality of life by adopting a low-
sodium diet that is rich in vitamins and minerals.

Nutrition is important for 
people of all ages, but it’s 
especially important for 

men and women over the age of 
50, who can dramatically improve 
their quality of life by eating a 
well-balanced diet fi lled with vita-
mins and nutrients. Though that 
may seem like common sense, re-
search has shown that men and 
women in this age group, who are 
often referred to as baby boomers, 
are not necessarily as healthy as 
they may seem. 

While the baby boomer genera-
tion, which is generally regarded 
as those people born between 1946 
and 1964, boasts longer life expec-
tancies than any generation that 
came before them, some of that can 
likely be chalked up to advance-
ments in medical care, including 
a booming pharmaceutical indus-
try that seemingly has an antidote 

to every ailment. But a 2013 study 
from researchers at the West Vir-
ginia University School of Medi-
cine found that baby boomers are 
less healthy than the generation 
that immediately preceded them, 
tending to be more likely to have 
higher levels of hypertension, dia-
betes and high cholesterol. While 
that news might be sobering, it’s 
never too late for men and women 
over 50 to start eating healthier 
diets, which can reduce their risk 
of a wide range of ailments, in-
cluding heart disease, stroke and 
osteoporosis.

The following are a few ways 
men and women over 50 can al-
ter their diets so their bodies are 
getting what they need to live 
long and healthy lives well into 
their golden years. As is always 
the case, men and women should 
discuss any potential changes to 

their diets with their physicians 
to ensure the changes will be both 
effective and healthy.

Balance your diet. Kids hear 
of the benefi ts of a balanced diet 
seemingly from the moment they 
enter a classroom for the fi rst 
time, but many adults fail to heed 
that basic advice as they get fur-
ther and further away from kin-
dergarten. When changing your 
diet, be sure to include plenty of 
protein and carbohydrates. Pro-
tein maintains and rebuilds mus-
cles, which is especially impor-
tant for aging men and women 
who might fi nd themselves unable 
to keep up with the physical de-
mands of everyday life as well as 
they used to. Including ample low-
fat protein, which can be found in 
fi sh, eggs and low-fat dairy among 
other foods, will aid in muscle re-

Nutrition and aging 
go hand-in-hand

Continued on Page 39
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Thank you GuildNet.

A chronic condition can take its toll on more 
than just patients. Lost hours at work, worry 
over doctor visits, helping with meals – the 
list is long, especially if they are visually 
impaired. 

With GuildNet’s Long Term Care Plans, your 
loved ones get the help they need to stay 
safe at home. 

Please call us – we speak your language. 

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220

Mom feels better, 
and our family  
does too. 

Investors know that money manage-
ment can be diffi cult. The ebb and 
fl ow of the economy can be similar 

to a roller coaster, with soaring highs 
followed by steep drops, and those 
changes all affect investors’ bottom 
lines. It’s no wonder then that many in-
vestors over 50 envision the day when 
they can get off that roller coaster and 
simply enjoy their money without hav-
ing to worry about the everyday ups 
and downs of the market. But manag-
ing money after 50 is about more than 
just reducing risk.

Reducing risk as retirement draws 
near is a sound fi nancial strategy that 
can safeguard men and women over 
50 from the fl uctuations of the market 
That’s true whether investors put their 
money in stocks, real estate or other ar-
eas that were not immune to the ups and 
downs of the economy. But there are ad-
ditional steps men and women can take 
after they turn 50 to ensure their golden 
years are as enjoyable and fi nancially 

sound as possible.
Prioritize saving for retire-

ment. Men and women over 50 know 
that retirement is right around the 
corner. Despite that, many people over 
50 still have not prioritized saving for 
retirement. It’s understandable that 
other obligations, be it paying kids’ 
college tuition or offering fi nancial as-
sistance to aging parents, may seem 
more immediate, but men and women 
over 50 should recognize that their 
time to save for retirement is rapidly 
dwindling. Just because you are re-
tired does not mean your bills will 
magically disappear. In fact, some of 
those bills, such as the cost of medical 
care, are likely to increase. So now is 
the time to make retirement a prior-
ity if you have not already done so. It 
might be nice to fi nance a child’s col-
lege education, but that should not be 
done at the expense of your retirement 
nest egg. Kids have a lifetime ahead 
of them to repay college loans, while 

adults over 50 do not have that much 
time to save for retirement.

Start making decisions. People 
retire at different times in their lives. 
Some people want to keep working as 
long as they are physically and men-
tally capable of doing so, while oth-
ers want to reap what their lifetime of 

hard work has sewn and retire early. 
Finances will likely play a strong role 
in when you can comfortably retire, 
so start making decisions about your 
long-term future. Do you intend to 
stay in your current home or downsize 
to a smaller home? Will you stay in 
your current area or move elsewhere? 
These decisions require a careful ex-
amination of your fi nances, and many 
will hinge on how well you have man-
aged your money in the past and how 
well you manage it in the years ahead. 
Managing money after 50 requires 
more than just allocating resources. 
Sound money management after 50 
also means making decisions about 
your future and taking the necessary 
steps to ensure those decisions come to 
fruition.

Pay down debt. Men and women 
over 50 are not often associated with 
debt, but that’s a misconception. 
Thanks in part to the recession that 
began in 2008 and led to high unem-
ployment, many people in the baby 
boomer generation, which includes 
people born between the years 1946 
and 1964, went back to school to make 
themselves more attractive to prospec-
tive employers. While that might have 
been a sound decision, it left many 
deeply in debt. According to a 2013 re-
port from the Chronicle of Higher Ed-
ucation, student loan debt is growing 
fastest among people over 60, and that 
debt is not inconsequential. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Managing money 
after age 50

Managing money after age 50 is about more 
than just reducing risk.
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Studio $2,550*
Per Month 

All-Inclusive* Call us to schedule  
a visit today!

(718) 762-3198
www.flushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne St.
Flushing, NY 11354

Parking available

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Gather important documents. 
Grandparents should keep pertinent 
documents in one easily accessible 
place in their homes should an emer-
gency arise. These include birth cer-
tifi cates, health immunization re-
cords, death certifi cates (if the child’s 
parents are deceased), dental records, 
school papers, citizenship papers, and 
proof of income and assets. 

Speak with an attorney. Lawyers 
can help grandparents wade through 
legal arrangements, such as fi ling for 
custody, guardianship or adoption. 
Options vary depending on where pe-
titioners live, but lawyers can provide 
peace of mind to grandparents con-
cerned about their grandkids’ futures.

Investigate fi nancial assistance. 
Seniors may not earn the income they 
once did and may be on assistance pro-
grams or living off of retirement sav-
ings. Grandparents who fi nd them-
selves caring for a child may be eligible 
for fi nancial assistance. The Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy Families is 
a joint federal and state program that 
can provide need-based fi nancial as-
sistance. The AARP or the organiza-
tion GrandFamilies may be able to put 
grandparents  in touch with fi nancial 
advisors in their areas.

Contact schools and daycare cen-

ters. School-aged children will need to 
be enrolled in school. Grandparents 
should contact the department of edu-
cation where they live to learn about 
local school systems, especially when 
grandkids are moving in with their 
grandparents. Some grandparents can 

qualify for free or low-cost daycare, 
and such programs can be discussed 
with local Social Services offi ces. En-
rollment in school or daycare can pro-
vide grandparents with much-needed 
free time during the day.

Find emotional support. Tak-
ing care of grandchildren is a full-
time job. At times, grandparents may 
feel stressed or out of sorts. Having a 
strong support system available can 
help grandparents work through the 
peaks and valleys of this new and un-
expected stage in life. Church- or com-
munity center-based counseling ser-
vices may be available. Grandparents 
also can check with their healthcare 
providers to determine if counseling 
or therapy sessions are covered under 
their plans.

Caring for grandchildren is a life-
changing event. It can be fulfi lling, but 
it also requires a lot of energy and com-
mitment. But grandparents needn’t 
go it alone, as there are numerous re-
sources available to seniors who sud-
denly fi nd themselves caring for their 
grandchildren. 

GRANDPARENTS
Continued from Page 35

covery, benefi tting aging athletes as 
well as those men and women over 50 
who recently started exercising as a 
means to regaining their physical fi t-
ness. A diet lacking in suffi cient pro-
tein can contribute to muscle dete-
rioration, arthritis and even organ 
failure, so it’s important for men and 
women to prioritize including protein 
in their diets.

Carbohydrates are also an impor-
tant part of a balanced diet, as they are 
a great source of energy that can help 
men and women stay active well past 
the age of 50. Carbohydrates found in 
fruits, grains and vegetables are the 
most benefi cial, as these contain valu-
able vitamins, minerals and nutrients. 

Don’t denounce dairy. Dairy is 
a great source of calcium, which pro-
motes strong bones and teeth. Men 
and women over the age of 50 want 
their bones to be as strong as possible 
because aging is one of the strongest 
risk factors for osteoporosis, a poten-
tially debilitating medical condition 
in which loss of tissue causes bones to 
become brittle and fragile. Vitamin D 
is necessary to effectively absorb cal-
cium, and vitamin D can be found in 
certain dairy products, including pas-

ture-raised eggs and grass-fed cow’s 
milk, and can be generated when men 
and women get enough sunlight. Other 
healthy sources of vitamin D include 
salmon, light tuna packed in oil, sar-
dines, and sun-grown mushrooms.

Cut back on sodium intake. Cut-
ting back on sodium intake can be 
very benefi cial, especially for men 
and women over the age of 50, who 
are at greater risk of diabetes, hyper-
tension and chronic kidney disease. 
But cutting back on sodium intake 
takes more than just throwing the salt 
shaker away. Processed foods, soups, 
canned goods, salad dressings, condi-
ments such as mustard and ketchup, 
and breakfast cereals are just a few of 
the many products that may contain 
alarming amounts of sodium. That’s 
important to note, as excess sodium in-
creases blood pressure by holding ex-
cess fl uid in the body. That excess fl uid 
puts an added burden on the heart, 
potentially increasing a person’s risk 
of stroke, heart failure, osteoporosis, 
cancer, and kidney disease. The prob-
lem with cutting back on sodium is 
that salt is so often relied on to make 
foods taste better, and many people 
fi nd salt-free foods bland. But the re-
wards of reducing sodium intake are 
so signifi cant that it’s worth making 
the adjustment, especially for men and 
women over the age of 50.

Continued from Page 37

NUTRITION
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and mental changes that accom-
pany aging can have a profound 
impact on a person’s ability to 
safely operate a motor vehicle. 
Reaction times may be slower, 
hearing and vision loss may af-
fect driver awareness, loss of 
muscle strength and fl exibility 
can make steering more dif-
fi cult, and medication can im-
pair focus or concentration. 

Many senior centers and or-
ganizations offer programs that 
allow elderly drivers to brush up 
on their skills behind the wheel. 
Drivers also can contact their 
insurance companies to see if 
there are any sponsored classes 
they can take to reassess their 
skills and possibly lower their 
insurance premiums. AAA 
offers a driver improvement 
course and suggests seniors 
fi nd a car they can safely and 
comfortably operate. It also of-
fers Roadwise Rx, a free online 
tool that provides confi dential, 
individualized feedback about 
medication side effects and how 
these drugs may impact drivers 
on the road. AARP also offers a 
driver safety course.

Invest in Something  
 That Matters to You
Port Authority of New York municipal bonds not only let you earn money tax free, 
they let you invest in something close to home. That means you can watch civic 
progress and still enjoy a quality bond.

life-sustaining treatment you 
would like or not like if you 
are terminally ill. 

Some of the choices in-
clude whether you want car-
dio-pulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR) if your heart stops; 
whether you want to be con-
nected to a breathing ma-
chine if you stop breathing; 
and whether you want arti-
fi cially administered fl uids 
and nutrition if you can no 
longer eat or drink. New York 
State’s document also asks if 
you wish to refuse all antibi-
otics and settle for only pal-
liative care. 

The form is printed on 
bright pink paper and must 
be signed by a New York State 
licensed physician. All health 
care professionals must fol-
low these medical instruc-
tions unless a physician ex-
amines the patient, reviews 
the orders, and changes 
them.

Do not resuscitate 
order

A do not resuscitate or-
der is a medical order writ-

ten and signed by a doctor. 
The order only instructs 
health care providers not to 
apply CPR on a patient if her 
heart stops beating. It does 
not provide instructions for 
any other treatments, such as 
pain medicine, antibiotics, or 
nutrition. 

In New York State a physi-
cian must sign an order and 
reevaluate it at least every 90 
days to determine whether it 
continues to be appropriate. 
After each evaluation, the 
doctor should sign the chart 
and indicate his decision. 

This order remains valid 
and must be followed, even 
if it has not been reviewed 
within the 90-day period.

In New York State, the 
Medical Order of Life Sus-
taining Treatment includes a 
section on do not resuscitate. 
This section should be re-
viewed periodically to insure 
it is still valid.

Many other states do not 
consider a do not resuscitate 
statement that is included in 
a living will as valid. In these 
cases it is a good idea to get a 
separate order to insure your 
wishes are cared out in all 
circumstances. 

There is one fi nal step 

you should take after writing 
these Advance Directives: 
you should make sure your 
family and doctors know 
about them. None of your end-
of-life planning does you any 
good if you do not let anyone 
know you wrote them and in-
dicate where they are kept. 
You should talk with your 
physician and the person you 
designate as your health care 
proxy, then make copies of the 
forms and distribute them to 
the appropriate people. 

Finally, you should write 
a note and place it on your re-
frigerator indicating where 
all these documents are 
stored. That is where an EMT 

is instructed to look when she 
is called to your home. Place 
all necessary papers neatly 
in a notebook and place it in 
an obvious place such as next 
to a telephone or on a shelf at 
the entrance to your home.  
That way your instructions 
can be easily located. Then 
you can sit back knowing you 
have done your best to make 
sure your end-of-life instruc-
tions are followed.  

Joanna R. Leefer’s Aging 
in Place in NYC workshop at 
All Souls Church [1157 Lex-
ington Ave. between 79th and 
80th streets in Manhattan] 
May 5, 5:45 pm to 8 pm. $25 
members, $35 guests. To reg-
ister, contact jleefer@gmail.
com.

Leefer is a senior care ad-
visor/advocate and founder 
of ElderCareGiving, a service 
that helps families fi nd and 
get the best care for their ag-
ing loved ones when family 
care is no longer enough. She 
has been working with seniors 
and their families for 10 years. 
Her book “Almost Like Home: 
A Family Guide to Navigat-
ing the Nursing Home Maze,” 
is now available. To order, go 
to http://joannaleefer.com/
book-preview.

DIRECTIVES
Continued from Page 36

DRIVING
Continued from Page 36

There is one fi nal 
step you should 

take after writing 
these Advance 
Directives: You 

should make sure 
your family and 

doctors know about 
them. 

ELDERCARE TODAY
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AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885
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should all support on an ongoing ba-
sis.” Sciortino said. 

Queens Borough President Melinda 

Katz, City Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) and former Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall, who supported 
the theater, were also present. 

The gala’s sponsors were Astoria 
Bank, NYHQ, Con Edison and the New 
York Community Bank Foundation.

“Support is growing in the city at a 
lower rate, but it’s growing. We’re send-
ing a very clear message to Albany that 
tests shouldn’t be used in this way.”

The poll analysis found that support 

or opposition to the opt out movement 
did not fall so neatly along Republican, 
Democrat or Independent Party Lines, 
but concluded demographically, “A ma-
jority of white voters thought parents 
were right (to refuse the tests), while 
majorities of black, Latino and Jewish 
voters thought they were wrong.”

to reach de Blasio’s goal to enroll every 

child born in 2011 who wants an early 
education if more than 6,000 students 

still wish to register.
“We made Pre-K for All the center-

piece of our fight against inequality,” 
de Blasio said in a statement. “And 
come September, our vision of free, 
full-day, high-quality pre-K for every 
child will become reality.”

district. As the chair of the City Coun-
cil committee on environmental pro-
tection, he also believes that adding 
tolls might have a driver think twice 
about using his vehicle.  

After an MTA finance committee 
hearing Monday, members were con-
cerned about not receiving funding 
from Albany and suggested that if rev-
enue goals were not met, it could mean 
an additional 15 percent fare hike for 
MTA customers.

But MTA Chairman and CEO Thom-
as Prendergast clarified the comments 

in a statement, saying “yesterday’s 
mention of a potential 15 percent fare 
and toll increase was a hypothetical 
answer to a hypothetical question. No 
one has proposed we pay for our capital 
needs on the backs of our riders, and 
no one is considering it.” 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie (D-Bronx) and 
Mayor de Blasio have not commented 
on their positions for the Move NY plan 
since it was unveiled in February.

But transit advocacy groups such 
as the Tri-State Transportation Cam-
paign are speaking out. “As legislators 
return to session in Albany this week,” 
a statement from the group said, “ad-
dressing this gap must be one of their 
top priorities.”  

Continued from Page 4 

MoveNY

Continued from Page 5 

Pre-K

Continued from Page 5 
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Do you know 
One of Our Queens

Impact Awards 
Winners?

HONOREES
Terri Adams
Al Barreto

Marissa Bernowitz
Adrian Bordoni

Dominick Bruccoleri
Barbara E. Brown
Susan Brustmann
Ouida Duncan
Tyra Emerson

Aline Euler
Steven Hitt

Ed Horn
Alisha Johnson
Ellen Kodadek

Carol Lacks
Jacques Leandre

Rob MacKay
Jason & Joy Marr
Ann O’Connor

Dr. Jill Rabin
Frank “Turtle” Raffaele

Bob Reid
David Rosasco

Frances O. Scarantino
Dr. Charles Schleien
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Awards
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Join us for 
Queens Impact Awards

Gala Dinner

63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston

Thursday
May 14th, 2015
6pm–10pm

Continued from Page 16 

Gala

A LITTLE NIGHT MARKET

European cities have had night markets for years. Isn’t it about time Queens has 
one one too? Well, here’s a dark and mysterious scene from the first Queens night 
market outside the Hall of Science at Flushing Meadows Corona Pak.  Photo bY 

Steve Vazquez
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

For her first production as 
the Astoria Performing Arts 
Center’s artistic director, Dev 
Bondarin opted to dust off a 
legendary Broadway flop.

American theater giants 
Stephen Sondheim and George 
Furth wrote “Merrily We Roll 
Along” — based on an earlier 
George S. Kaufman and Moss 
Hart play — a musical tale that 
follows three friends as they 
pursue artistic careers in New 
York City over a two-decade 
span.  The narrative unfolds 
backwards in time, beginning 
in 1976 and ending in 1957. 

The show opened Nov. 16, 
1981, at the Alvin (now the Neil 
Simon) Theater on W. 52nd 
Street in Manhattan. 

It closed 12 days later. 
“But it didn’t die there,” 

Bondarin said. 
Quite the contrary. 

A WRINKLE 

IN TIME

Continued on Page 48

LilyAnn Carson and Jason Pintar share a laugh during a 
rehearsal of “Merrily We Roll Along” at APAC.  

Photo courtesy Bradley Hawks
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‘Merrily We Roll 

Along’ to stage
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PRODUCTIONS

“Othello” — Titan Theatre 
Co. presents an all-female 
version of Shakespeare’s 
tragedy about jealousy, 
betrayal and vengeance. 
When: Through May 2
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

“Lost in Yonkers” — Neil 
Simon’s Pulitzer-prize winning 
play about two teenage boys 
forced to move to Yonkers 
with their grandmother and 
mentally challenged aunt. 
When: Through May 3
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Building T4, 
Ft. Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.
org

“The Wizard of Oz” — Join 
Dorothy and Toto on their 
musical adventure in Oz in this 
Andrean Players production of 
the classic story. 
When: Through May 10
Where: Andrean Hall, 35-60 
158th St., Flushing
Cost: $18/adult, $15/seniors 
and children
Website: www.
andreanplayers.com

“Golda’s Balcony” — Tovah 
Feldshuh brings her portrait 
of Golda Meir, which set a 
Broadway record for longest 
run of a one-woman show, to 
Queens. 
When: Saturday, May 16, at 8 
pm, and Sunday, May 17, at 2 pm
Where:  Goldstein Theatre, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts at Queens College, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $35 - $42
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kuperbergcenter.org

“Merrily We Roll Along” — 
Astoria Performing Arts Center 

presents the Stephen Sondheim 
and George Furth cult musical 
that begins at the end and 
proceeds backwards in time. 
When: Through May 23
Where: APAC, Good 
Shepherd United Methodist 
Church, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Cost: $18/adult, $12/students 
and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-
7382

Pasta
BAKED ZITI, LASAGNA, RAVIOLI, 

STUFFED SHELLS, OR MANICOTTI - $10.95
PENNE ALA VODKA OR SPAGHETTI 

AND MEATBALLS - $12.95
COMBO: BAKED ZITI, RAVIOLI, LASAGNA, 

AND CHICKEN PARMIGIANA - $17.95

Entrees
CHICKEN: PARMIGIANA, MARSALA, 

FRANCESE, ROLLATINI - $15.95
CHICKEN MELISSA: SAUTEED CHICKEN BREAST, 

SPINACH, ROASTED PEPPER, AND FRESH MOZZARELLA 
IN A SHERRY SAUCE - $16.95

VEAL: PARMIGIANA, MARSALA, OR PICATTA - $16.95
VEAL ANTHONY: BREADED VEAL CUTLET TOPPED 

WITH RICOTTA AND EGGPLANT, 
SERVED PARMIGIANA STYLE - $16.95

EGGPLANT: PARMIGIANA OR ROLLATINI - $13.95

Seafood
SHRIMP: SCAMPI, PARMIGIANA, BELLA, 
MARINARA, OR FRA DIAVOLO - $16.95

SHRIMP ELEGANTE: SHRIMP AND SPINACH IN 
A LEMON, BUTTER, AND WHITE WINE SAUCE 

SERVED OVER LINGUINI - $18.95
SHRIMP DE NIRO: SHRIMP SAUTÉED W/ MUSHROOMS 

AND FRESH MOZZARELLA IN 
MARSALA SAUCE OVER LINGUINI - $18.95

SEA BASS DI MARE: CHILEAN SEA BASS, SHRIMP, 
CLAMS, CALAMARI, & MUSSELS MARECHIARA - $21.95

Dessert
CHEESE CAKE - $6.25 | TARTUFO - $6.25 | TRUFFLES - $6.25 OR BICOTTI (2) - $5.50

Appetizers
GARDEN OR CAESAR SALAD - $7.95

FRESH MOZZARELLA AND TOMATO - $8.95
DOZEN BAKED CLAMS - $12.50

MUSSELS, WHITE OR RED - $11.95
STUFFED PORTOBELLA MUSHROOM - $8.95

ASSORTED ANTIPASTO - $9.95

Mother’s Day 
AT AUNT BELLA’S
—CALL FOR RESERVATIONS—

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

*Not to be combined 
with any other offer.

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

718-225-4700Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Answers in Sports
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

As the spectrum of 
diversity in Queens 
evolves, the concept of 
“vive la difference” is re-
defined, and throughout 
LGBTQ communities ev-
eryone is celebrated for 
who they are.

So, what better way 
to kick off Pride Month 
than with an event that 
honors all aspects of the 
borough’s LGBTQ resi-
dents?

On Saturday, June 6, 
Flushing Town Hall will 
present LGBTQ Voices, 
a celebration of gay, les-
bian and transgender 
performers, sponsored 
in part by New York 
City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), at Diversity Pla-
za in Jackson Heights. 

“LGBT Pride activi-
ties promote multicul-
tural understanding 
and positive intergroup 
relations. I am excited to 

see Flushing Town Hall 
sponsor a lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgen-
der concert in Diversity 
Plaza,” said Dromm, who 
actively supports LG-
BTQ groups in Jackson 
Heights, and is a former 
activist and schoolteach-
er. “Pride activities have 
been increasing citywide 
and now New Yorkers 
have another opportuni-
ty to celebrate our diver-
sity in the world’s most 

diverse neighborhood.”
All Queens-based LG-

BTQ musicians, dancers, 
poets, actors and other 
performers can submit 

an application to Flush-
ing Town Hall to snag a 
spot. 

“Last year, we did the 
event at Flushing Town 

Hall itself, but this year, 
Council Member Dromm 
thought it would be bet-
ter if it happened in Di-
versity Plaza, as a kickoff 

to the Pride Parade the 
next day,” said Flushing 
Town Hall Deputy Direc-
tor, Sami Abu Shumays. 
“This is already the sec-
ond year of the event, so 
we hope it will continue 
annually.”

Flushing Town Hall 
will select the applicants 
to perform, and all art-
ists will receive a modest 
honorarium. Artists will 
be notified the week of 
May 11.

“We are hoping for ap-
plicants from all around 
the borough. Last year 
we had performers from 
Jamaica, Hollis, Flush-
ing, Astoria and Jackson 
Heights,” said Shumays. 
“We expect a mix of per-
forming arts, including 
music, poetry, spoken-
word and performance 
art – to be determined as 
a result of which artists 
submit.” Shumays said 
there could be anywhere 
from four to eight differ-

Flushing Town Hall looking for a few good acts

Trio Mahina Movement, Gabriella Callender (l. to r.), Lorena Ambrosio and Vaimoana Litia 
Makakaufaki Niumeitolu, played last year’s LGBTQ Immigrant Voices concert at Flushing 
Town Hall.

ShopGreatNeck.com for restaurants
and Restaurant Week menus.

Great Neck Plaza

May 3- 10

Village of

Restaurant
Week

$27.95
Prix Fixe Restaurant Week

Sunday, May 3 - 
Sunday, May 10

GREAT NECK PLAZA

Continued on Page 49

IF YOU GO
LGBTQ Voices

When: Saturday June 
6, 5 p.m.  
Where: Diversity Plaza, 
37th Road between 
73rd and 74th streets, 
Jackson Heights
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-
7700 ext. 226 
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

LGBTQ-themed performance in Jackson Heights’ Diversity Plaza will kick off Pride Month
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Flamenco has come to 
Queens.

Sunnyside’s Thalia The-
atre’s production of “Flamenco 
amalgama,” which started on 
April 24, is running through 
May 10.

Flamenco, which originat-
ed in the Andalusia region of 
Spain, is a form of folk music 
with dance. It takes a wide va-
riety of forms, and can include 
dancing, singing and guitar 
playing.

Throughout the years, fla-
menco has developed many 
different styles, but each one 
makes use of passionate dance 
moves, along with the expres-
sive clapping and stomping of 
the dancers’ feet. 

“Amalgama means com-
ing together and that’s why 
we picked the name for the 
show, because it’s a coming 
together of cultures,” William 
Lopera, Thalia’s administra-
tive director, said. “Flamenco 
is an art form popular all over 
the world. We recently just 
learned that there are more 
flamenco schools in Japan 
than there are in Spain, which 

is amazing.”
Students from the Andrea 

Del Conte Danza Espana 
dance company will perform 
in the show. 

Lopera said this show will 
include all the elements of fla-
menco, including live instru-

ments, song and dance.
“This show is very organ-

ic,” Lopera said. “Audiences 
can expect fiery, passionate 
performances. It’s so full of en-
ergy and throughout the show 
it maintains so much excite-
ment and adrenaline.”

Thalia Spanish Theatre 
has the distinction of being 
the only bilingual Hispanic 
theater in the borough. 

While the theater is located 
in a predominately Spanish-
speaking neighborhood and 
many of its productions origi-

nate in Spain, show runners 
want to make sure audiences 
are made up of people from dif-
ferent cultures. 

“We want a wide variety of 
people coming to our show,” 
Lopera said. “This is a big His-
panic community, but we do 
our best to be accessible to all 
audiences.”

The show hopes to cele-
brate a popular dance and  like 
its name, amalgama, bring 
together people from every-
where

“Flamenco amalgama will 
show the beauty of flamenco 
in all parts of the world.” Lop-
era said. 

Dance fl oor heats up with fl amenco in Sunnyside

Dancers take to the stage in “Flamenco amalgama” at the Thalia Theatre in Sunnyside.  
Photo courtesy Thalia Theatre

IF YOU GO
“Flamenco amalgama”

When: Through May 10
Where: Thalia Hispanic 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $40/general admission, 
$37/students and seniors
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.
org
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The Douglaston Manor’s Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 10, 2015

Seating start at 12 PM to 2 PM
Mother’s Day Menu

Brunch Stations
Pancakes • French Toast • Waffles • Omelet Station

Bacon • Home Fries • Sausage • Assorted Muffins • Danish • Bagels 

Assorted Jellies & Cream • Cheese • Assorted Cheeses

Fruit Display • Crudités • Salad Bar

Carving Station
Oven Roasted Turkey • Honey Glazd Ham

Sauteed Vegetable • Oven Roasted Nu Red Potatoes

Italian Station
Penne A La Vodka W/ Light Cream & Tomato Sauce

Eggplant Rollatini Stuffed W/ Fresh Ricotta & Tomato Sauce

Stuffed Shells W/ Ricotta & Italian Cheeses & Pomodoro Sauce

Chicken Francese W/ Lemon White Wine Sauce 

& Seabass Oreganata W/ Lemon Butter Sauce

Dessert Table
Assorted Cakes • Ice Cream Bar • Chocolate Fountain

Adults-$50.00 Per Person Plus Tax, 

Kids $25.00 Per Person Plus Tax
(10 Years Old & Under)

Call For Reservations 718-224-8787

Douglaston Manor

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.

Douglaston, NY 11363

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Douglaston, NY 11363 • Phone 718-224-8787

@Douglaston_Manor   @Douglaston Manor    Or The Douglaston Manor

The Mansion At Douglaston Manor - Queens Premier Wedding Venue
Please Join Us

Thursday, May 28th, 2015, from 6:30pm - 10pm
For Our Amazing Bridal Showcase

Featuring Vendors For DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors. 

Have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful cuisine 

the chef & his culinary staff have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor 
Or The Douglaston Manor
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Writer James Lapine joined the 
creative team and began to help rede-
velop the play. Songs were cut. Scenes 
were tweaked, added or even deleted.  
Productions of the ever-evolving piece 
were mounted by the York Theatre Co. 
in 1995 and again as part of City Cen-
ter’s Encores season in 2012. APAC’s 
version was set to open this Thursday 
evening and run through May 23.

“It’s so inspiring,” Bondarin said. 
“They knew something was there. 
They knew it wasn’t finished.”

Bondarin has been inspired by 
“Merrily We Roll Along” since she was 
part of a production at Brandeis Uni-
versity about 20 years ago. 

It was her senior year, and she had 
decided when she returned home to 
New York she would pursue a career 
in the theater. And just like the char-
acters in the musical strive to accom-
plish greatness through their art, she 
and her fellow cast and crew mates be-
lieved they were on the verge of begin-
ning a similar journey. 

“The show really affected me,” she 
said. “We all really had one of those de-
fining moments that mirror life.”

Although the show starts at the 

end — so the audience knows how it 
all turns out just as things get under 
way— Bondarin said the thrill is see-
ing how these characters become the 
people they do. 

“We get to end at the beginning 
but we know how it ends in the end,” 
Bondarin said. 

Which, she admits, sounds a bit 
confusing.

And that was one of the problems 
with the original production. Audienc-
es had trouble following the story or 
even keeping the characters straight.

The solution in 1981 was to have 
cast members wear sweatshirts print-
ed with words describing their rela-
tionships to the three leads. 

But that is not the case here, where 

the show’s wardrobe designer, Jennifer 
Jacob, has culled real vintage pieces to 
incorporate with the theatrical garb. 

“The costumes help tell the [scene’s] 
time,” Bondarin said. “It feels really 
authentic in a way. And that is very 
important.”

Another important aspect for Bond-
arin is making sure audiences un-
derstand the show is not restricted to 
hard-core theater folks.

People probably know some of the 
music without realizing those songs 
come from the show, including “Old 
Friends” and “Opening Doors,” Bond-
arin said. 

And the show’s theme is definitely 
universal, she said. 

“I think it speaks to the idea that 

we all have defining moments that can 
be beautiful or tragic,” Bondarin said. 
“And it shows you how one thing just 
leads to the next.”

Reach News Editor Kevin Zimmer-
man by e-mail at kzimmerman@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 260–4541.

Three high school girls from a 
tough neighborhood in Queens 
are determined to make it to 
the top. With a little grit and a 
lot of talent, the teens become 
overnight sensations – and 
discover that they want very 
different things from life.  
Smart and sassy, THEQUEEN 
BEES overflows with hit songs  
of the sixties including "Leader 
of the Pack.”

“A slice of jukebox heaven!” 
-Newsday

May 8-17, 2015
Fridays at 8pm (5/15 Matinee at 2pm) 
Saturdays at 2pm & 8pm 
Sundays at 3pm
Single Tickets: $42 
Member Tickets: $38 
Rear Seating Tickets: $25
Box Office: 718.760.0064 
www.queenstheatre.org

The 
Queen Bees

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May. 1-7, 2015

By Ed Canty

Don't Get Angry
Across
1. Displayed
6. Express
11. Sleep acronym
14. Part of a TV 
transmission
15. Circa
16. Eggs
17. Embroidery 
technique
19. To now
20. Stickball venue
21. Join
23. Thin strip
25. End of a threat
26. Fireman's 
badge shape
31. College flora 
at Yale
32. Fissile rock
33. Little one
37. School 
semester, e.g.
39. ___ Diego
40. Fuss
41. Branch 
headquarters?
42. First name in 
perfume
44. Beetle juice?
45. Give the third 
degree
49. Vehicle with 
caterpillar treads
52. Carnival 
attraction
53. Noted Italian 
violinist

56. Country on the 
Baltic
60. Jar part
61. Type of betrayal
63. ___ Maria
64. Port of ancient 
Rome
65. Elias and 
Gordie
66. Gymnast's goal
67. Not well-
groomed
68. City near 
Düsseldorf

Down
1. Pouches
2. In pain
3. Fragrance
4. Most prudent
5. Sans schnozzle

6. Port vessel
7. Passing notice
8. Tad
9. Bird of the hour
10. Anesthetic 
choices
11. Shade of blue
12. Civil rights 
leader Medgar
13. Photo finish
18. Put away
22. Pasta topper
24. Ribs
26. Paw
27. Swear
28. Stringed 
instrument
29. Kind of warfare
30. One paying a 
flat fee
34. Cartoon bear

35. Top Tatar
36. Relaxation
38. Muhammad's 
birthplace
40. Big pain
43. Deposed 
leader's limbo
46. Like coin flips
47. Of no use
48. Urban railways
49. Water balloon 
sound
50. Innocent
51. Author Nash
54. Daft
55. Nile wader
57. Wedding words
58. Understanding 
words
59. PGA part
62. Set down

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

VACATION SPOTS
F A I R C R O A K E M U S
A C M E L A N C E M I R E
N A P A V A L L E Y E A S E
S I S T E R L Y B A R M A N

T R E Y C O R G I
U P C A S T P L A C E B O S
N O H I T S O U R S E N T
C L A N A C R E D H A I R
A I R S N O T S D A C C A
P O L E C A T S S A Y H E Y

E X A C T S T R S
B I S T R O S T A Y E D A T
A N T E N E W O R L E A N S
I C O N D R A K E D I C K
L A N D A R M E D S L Y S

Continued from Page 43 

MERRILY

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

IF YOU GO
“Merrily We Roll Along”

When: Through May 23
Where: APAC, Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/students and 
seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

For more hyper-local 
Queens news on your 

computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit 

TimesLedger.com.
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BRUNCH 
11:00 am - 3:00 pm

BAKERY STATION

COLD STATION

EGGS AND OMELETS
EGGS BENEDICT 

CORNED BEEF HASH 
EGGS SUNNY SIDE UP 

SCRAMBLED EGGS & OMELETS

BUFFET
FRENCH TOAST 

BREAKFAST SAUSAGE & 
APPLEWOOD SMOKED BACON 
BBQ’D BONELESS SHORT RIBS 
MISO GLAZED WILD SALMON 

CHICKEN FRANCAISE 
Lemon Butter White Wine Sauce 

PENNE ALA VODKA 
HOME FRIES, VEGETABLE MEDLEY

FOR KIDS 
CHICKEN FINGERS & FRENCH FRIES

DESSERT STATION
ICE CREAM SUNDAE BAR WITH 

ALL THE TOPPINGS 
CHOCOLATE/CHOCOLATE CAKE 

& CHEESE CAKE

401 44th Drive at the 
East River LIC, N.Y. 11101 
PH: 718.482.0033 
FX: 718.937.8817
www.watersedgenyc.com

Unlimited Mimosa’s, Bellini’s,  Soft Drinks, Coffee & Tea

$60Per Adult
$30 (ages 4-12) Plus 20%
Service Charge and 8.875%Tax

DINNER | 2:00 pm - 8:00 pm

APPETIZERS
CARROT GINGER SOUP
BABY ICEBERG SALAD

TOMATO, RED ONION & 
BLEU CHEESE DRESSING 

LOBSTER CAKE
COLE SLAW & 

SPICY REMOULADE SAUCE 

LAMB LOLLIPOPS
ROSEMARY GARLIC PESTO, 

GREEN APPLE SALSA
GRILLED FOCCACIA

ENTREES
GARLIC & HERB 
SIRLOIN STEAK

ROASTED FINGERLING POTATOES
SAUTÉED SPINACH & COGNAC GLAZE 

BEEF SHORT RIB
POLENTA, SAUTÉED BROCCOLI

CABERNET GLAZE

PAN SEARED HALIBUT
MANGO SALSA & STEAMED BROCCOLI 

PAN SEARED SCALLOPS
MUSHROOM RISOTTO & SCAMPI SAUCE 

CHICKEN FRANCAISE
OVER LINGUINE

DESSERT
STRAWBERRY CHEESE CAKE
CHOCOLATE TRUFFLE CAKE

RED VELVET CAKE

$65Per Person
Plus 20% Service Charge 

and 8.875%Tax

BRUNCHH

Mother’s Day 
SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

220-33 
Northern Blvd.
Bayside, NY 11361
(3 blocks west of Cross 
Island Parkway)

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

All MajorCredit 
Cards 

Accepted

FREE PARKING
For Reservations

Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

Entertainment 
by Harpist

Victor Gonzalez

MOTHER’S DAY

FOR RESERVATIONS
Call 718-423-0100 

Email contact@marbella-restaurant.com
CATERING

3 Catering Rooms For All Occasions 
(Weddings, Showers, Graduations, etc)

Experience the personal touch. Affairs custom 
tailored to your needs. Buffet or sit down for 

any size party.

RESTAURANT

ent performers or groups 
of performers. 

There are no audi-
tions – people are asked 
to submit a link to videos 
or recordings as part of 
the application, along 

with a brief biography, 
program description, 
and links to performanc-
es or websites, via e-mail 
to sshumays@flushing-
townhall.org. Detailed 
instructions are at www.
bit.ly/LGBTQatFTH.

The deadline to apply 
is May 8. 

“This special concert 

event gives up-and-com-
ing LGBTQ-identified 
artists the opportunity 
to be seen by their peers, 
while allowing the com-
munity to see themselves 
represented positively in 
the performing arts,” 
Shumays said. “It also 
provides a festive atmo-
sphere on the eve of the 

Continued from Page 45 

Pride

EVENTS

Birding: Ospreys— Join 
the Urban Rangers as they 
explore the best wildlife 
viewing spots across the 
city. Birding is appropriate 
for all skills levels. 
When: Saturday, May 2, 10 
am
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s 
Center, Fort Totten Park, Bay 
Terrace
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website:  www.nycgovparks.
org

Earth Day Rockaway— 
The Rockaway Waterfront 
Alliance holds its ninth 
annual event with 
environmental activities for 
children and families along 
the waterfront.
When: Saturday, May 2, noon 
- 4 pm
Where: Beach 59th Street 
Playground, Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 318-4000
Website:  www.nycgovparks.
org

Spring Sheep Shearing — 

Celebrate spring with this 
annual event at the Queens 
County Farm Museum. 
See the sheep receive 
their summer dos, watch 
demonstrations of wool 
spinning, listen to country 
and western music by 
Savannah Sky and go on a 
hayride.
When: Sunday, May 3, from 11 
am - 4 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $5 per person
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website:  www.queensfarm.
org

Laughter and Refl ection 
with Carol Burnett — The 
six-time Emmy Award winner 
spends an evening sharing 
stories and taking questions 
from the audience. 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 50
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HAEUN CHURCH  
BAZAAR FUNDRAISER 

201-03 29 Avenue, Bayside, NY 11360
Saturday, May 2 (10am–5pm) & Sunday, May 3 (10am–3pm)

SELLING FOOD & USED CLOTHES!

ueens
Chamber of Commerce

When: Friday, May 8, at 8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts at Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $39 - $85
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website:  www.kupferbergcenter.org

MUSIC

TriBeCaStan Global Dance Party — This 
contemporary group uses instruments from 
around the world to create an eclectic mix of 
sounds. Bring your dancing shoes.  
When: Friday, May 1, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $17, $10/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Falu’s Bollywood Orchestra — 
When: Sunday, May 3, at 3 pm
Where: Jamaica Performing Arts Center, 153-10 
Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 618-6170
Website:  www.jcal.org

Sounds of Josef Brodsky— Flushing Council 
on Culture and the Arts’ composer in residence 
Nina Siniakova shares the emotions of Brodsky’s 
poetry through sound, images, art and theater.
When: Monday, May 4, at 7 pm

Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.fl ushingtownhall.org

TALK

Dying for Beauty: American Women’s Quest 
for Acceptance — Dr. Harriet Davis-Kram will 
discuss women’s fashion trends from the 18th 
through the 20th century, including the health 
risks and dangers associated with some.  
When: Saturday, May 2, 3 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, Rufus King 
Park, Jamaica Avenue and 150th Street, 
Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website:  www.kingmanor.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

“Vices Peculiar to These Eclectics”: 
Contemporary Collage  — An exhibition of 
50 works made from plastic bags, seashells, 
encyclopedias, rare books and dollar bills. The 
show includes a sound collage wing where 
visitors can listen to audio recordings of 
sampling, remixes and mashups. 
When: Through May 5
Where: Dr. M. T. Geoffrey Yeh Art Gallery, Sun 
Yat Sen Hall, St. John’s University, 8000 Utopia 
Parkway, Jamaica Estates
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-7476
Website: www.stjohns.edu/yehgallery

Continued from Page 49 

Arts
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The art of henna tattooing 
is older than the Egyptian 
Empire but Farzana Fatema, 
a henna artist based in Jamai-
ca, began when she was just 10 
years old. 

Henna, also known as 
mehndi in India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, is a plant or tree, 
and also refers to the dye pre-
pared from the plant to be used 
in the art of henna, temporary 
tattooing. Henna has been 
used to dye skin, hair and fin-
gernails, as well as fabrics in-
cluding silk, wool and leather 
in the Middle East, Africa and 
South Asia, according to the 
book “Mehndi: The Timeless 
Art of Henna Painting,” by Lo-
retta Roome

For Fatema, what started as 
hobby in her homeland of Ban-
gladesh, became a growing 
business for her in Jamaica 
through social media. Fatema 
began her grassroots business 
in 2004 on Facebook and now it 
has its own website, www.hen-
nany.com. 

“I got the idea when my sis-
ter-in-law, mother-in-law and 
my friends said you are doing 
it better than all these other 
people,” said Fatema, who is 
married with two children.

Fatema works from home, 
travels to private parties and 
does bridal henna in the tri-
state area. 

“I do whatever I can do, but 
the most important thing is 

that I use good quality henna. 
For any henna artist, the most 
important thing is the henna,” 
said Fatema.  

Fatema has her henna im-
ported from Rajasthan, India, 
a northern Indian city which 
is famous for its rich, color-
ful and traditional art and 

its henna, which she mixes at 
home with natural products. 
She also emphasized that she 
does not use black henna be-
cause it has harsh chemicals 
for the skin.    

“I take my time with my 
work, especially with bridal 
henna, which can take me any-

where from three to five hours 
in one sitting,” said Fatema. 
“And there are the bridal 
guests in the party after I am 
done with the bride.” 

Historically, henna has 
roots in the Middle East and 
Africa, but it is mostly asso-
ciated as a South Asian tradi-

tion in India, during wedding 
season. During a week’s worth 
of wedding celebrations, South 
Asian brides decorate their 
hands and feet with henna art. 
It is believed that the darker 
the color appears the more her 
future husband will love her. 

“That’s why I think you 
have to like doing henna; oth-
erwise it is impossible to do 
it,” said Fatema. “I don’t copy 
other people’s work because 
every time I tried it — it would 
come out bad. So all of my de-
signs and work are original 
and my own.”

Hennany.com’s rating on 
Yelp and other social media 
sites is four stars and above, 
which all started with word-
of-mouth. 

For a simple design, prices 
can start at $10 and costs vary 
depending on the design, intri-
cacy and time it takes to com-
plete. 

Recently, Fatema an-
nounced that cancer patients 
under the age of 12 may reach 
out to her for free henna tat-
toos. 

Farzana Fatema, can be 
reached through her website at 
www.heenany.com or through 
Yelp at this link:  http://www.
yelp.com/biz/henna-ny-jamai-
ca. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

sfgdPowerful You! Women’s Network 
—  A new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and supports 
women in their business, personal and 
spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) Weekly 
Meeting —   BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows only 
one person per professional classifi cation 
or specialty to join a chapter. BNI provides 
positive, supportive and structured 

environment to further business through 
word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to further 
business through word of mouth marketing. 

Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to 
arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

A woman shows off henna art by Farzana Fatema who began her business from home in Jamaica.   
Photo courtesy of Farzana Fatema 

Artist creates handful of designs
Jamaica resident Farzana Fatema plies the ancient Eastern art form of henna tattooing

FUND-RAISERS
The Jamaica Ball — A Better Jamaica hosts 
its fourth annual Jamaica Ball to benefi t the 
Queens Sickle Cell Advocacy Network. The 
evening includes dinner and dancing. Attire 
is beautiful. 
When: Saturday, May 16, 8 pm - 1 am
Where: Jamaica Performing Arts Center, 
153-10 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: $50/per person
Website: www.thejamaicaball.com
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,
www.elcaribecaterers.com

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
M&V LIMOUSINES
1117 Jericho Tpke. Commack, NY 11725  
(800) 498-5788, www.mvlimo.com

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com



Blvd. in the Wakefield sec-
tion of the Bronx,  was taken 
to Montefiore Hospital, where 
she was pronounced dead.

West Spruill, 39, of 8 E. 
109th St. in Manhattan, was 
arrested later in day and a 
firearm was recovered, police 
said.

Charle had worked at the 
shelter serving 108 mentally 
ill men, many of whom have 
addiction problems,  since it 
opened in 2013.

Spruill was charged with 
murder, manslaughter and 
criminal possession of a weap-
on, according to the complaint 
filed by Bronx District Attor-
ney Robert Johnson. 

At about 5:45 p.m. Monday, 

Spruill allegedly shot Charle 
multiple times with a loaded 
firearm, according to the com-
plaint. 

A black .40 Smith & Wesson 
MMP handgun from Spruill’s 
black shoulder bag was recov-
ered from the scene, the com-
plaint said. 

The investigation was on-
going, police said.

Neighbors in the quiet, 
manicured section of Whites-
tone where she lived described 
Charle as a reserved woman 
who spent a lot of time with 
her two daughters.

“No one really knew her 
very well because she was 
so quiet,” said Tom Smith, a 
neighbor. “She’d go to work 
and come home and that’s it.”

“But she was always re-
spectful and a great neighbor,” 

Smith said. 
She would take her girls 

to school every morning, he 
said.

“I would speak to her 
daughters sometimes,” he 
said. “I wonder what will hap-
pen to them. It’s horrible.”

Another neighbor, who 
asked not to be named, ex-
pressed sadness over the inci-
dent.

“It’s hard to think that what 
was done to her was committed 
by another human,” the neigh-
bor said. “This is actually ter-
rible. She committed so much 
and that was her thanks.” 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

company in charge of book-
ing shows, Madison House 
Presents, promised to limit 
ticket sales to 13,000 instead 
of the previous 16,000 that led 
to so many of the residents’ 
complaints. Residents also 
voiced concerns about traffic 
increases and noisy, drunk 
concert goers. 

Stadium organizers main-
tained that the venue helped 
put Forest Hills back on the 
map and greatly contributed 
to the local economy.

Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) ap-
preciated the dialogue that 
the club initiated and con-
sidered last summer’s opera-
tions to be orderly.

“They have been very co-
operative,” Koslowitz said at 
the time.

for 143 total parking spaces on 
the site once construction is 
completed, which Reinsmith 
said could fit up to 180 cars 
for valet parking. He said traf-
fic consultants believed that 
would be sufficient.

But at least a dozen board 
members expressed con-
cerns that the parking spaces 
weren’t enough to meet the 
capacity, and may cause traf-
fic issues on Northern Bou-
levard. The project proposal 

also plans to add an additional 
vehicle entrance and exit on 
the opposite end of the prop-
erty from the traffic light.

Reinsmith said customers 
would be directed out of the 
parking lot at the traffic light 
for those exiting westbound 
on Northern Boulevard, and 
signs would prevent people 
from turning left at the new 
entrance and exit. Board 
members were concerned that 
drivers would still take lefts, 
making traffic more danger-
ous and more congested.

The Douglaston Zoning 
Committee recommended ap-
proval of the zoning variance. 

Committee chair Joseph Sol-
lano said that the committee 
viewed the project as only ben-
efiting the community.

Addressing some of the 
board members’ concerns, 
Sollano said, “now 143 spaces 
for self parking is not the most 
efficient, but they have taken 
it upon themselves to have at-
tended parking at all times. I 
think the owners would love 
to have 500 people in their res-
taurant every night, but that’s 
not going to happen. There 
will be different numbers of 
people in different parts of the 
restaurant at different times.”
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we didn’t have these tapes in 
another 100 years, those who 
committed genocide would 
have a way to deny that it ever 
happened,” Gatera said.

Over 100 members of the 
public, QCC academic literacy 
students and Holocaust sur-
vivors gathered at KHRCA, 
222-05 56th Ave., to recognize 
and develop some sensitiv-
ity around the topic, just five 
days before thousands gath-
ered in Times Square for an 
unprecedented rally to mark 
the centennial of Armenian 
Genocide. 

Both as an affiliate of 
QCC and as a center set up to 
educate the public on the Ho-
locaust, the KHRCA saw the 
opportunity to host a panel 
and curate a display about a 
historical event forgotten by 
so much of the Western world 
a century later.

“Our students come from 
all over the world,” said QCC 

President Diane Call. “They 
have experienced perhaps 
some isolation, perhaps some 
violence and they bring to 
us an incredible perspective, 
which reminds us we can nev-
er forget.”

The Armenian Genocide, 
which took place during and 
after World War I, was two-
fold: The Ottoman Empire 
forced into labor and massa-
cred hundreds of thousands 
of able-bodied men, and later 
forced a death march of Arme-
nian populations into the Syr-
ian Desert.

Sullivan, whose organi-
zation was built around the 
Near East Foundation that 
was established in the U.S. to 
provide refugees with help in 
direct response to the Arme-
nian Genocide, said she is now 
working to preserve that his-
tory digitally.

By collecting testimony 
from survivors, and research-
ing and archiving raw mate-
rials, Sullivan said the public 
can not only remember the 
horrible things some people 

can do to their own human 
race, but also to remember the 
good it brings out in others.

“More than 1,000 people 
volunteered to work with Near 
East Relief to provide humani-
tarian relief in the wake of 
the Armenian Genocide,” she 
said. “We wanted to be able to 
honor each and every one of 
those people to highlight the 
fact that every person can do 
something.”

A few local elected officials 
such as Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside), whose wife is 
Armenian, and Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), also spoke at the event, 
giving some insight to why 
remembering genocide is so 
important locally.

“Queens being probably 
the most diverse county in 
the world... Any time there is 
a violent hate crime against 
one group or one individual, it 
is important to unite as a bor-
ough against discrimination 
of any kind,” Weprin said.
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Genocide

killed 140,000. Now 81 years 
old, she stood before Cardozo 
students alongside the grand-
son Truman’s grandson, Clif-
ton Truman Daniel, to share 
her story.

Yamada is a Hibakusha, 
which is Japanese for sur-
vivor of an atomic bomb. 
The reason the Hibakusha 
Stories Program paired the 
testimony with the speech of 
Truman’s grandson was to 
inspire peace. 

“It’s been 70 years since I 
had to experience the atomic 
bomb,” Yamada said along-
side her translator. “To be 
honest, I really don’t want 
to have to remember what I 
went through, what I felt and 
what I saw. I have times when 
I really don’t want to talk 
about it. And though I don’t 
want any of you to have to feel 
sorry either and feel what I 
felt, I don’t want anyone else 
to ever have to go through 
what I did. That’s the reason 
why we Hibakusha give our 
testimonies.”

Though Yamada was 
speaking in Japanese, her 
emotion transpired in the 
faces of Cordoza students, 
who were quite attentive. 

Yamada explained that 
she was outside school on 
the day the atomic bomb was 
dropped on the Japanese 
city, just three days before 
she and her classmates were 
scheduled to evacuate to the 
countryside. They saw a U.S. 
B-29 bomber fly overhead and 
make a U-turn before a white 
flash blinded them all as they 
headed for air-raid shelters.

One of her sisters and her 
father were badly burned 
from being closer to Ground 
Zero, but they all survived, 
which she said was not neces-
sarily a blessing.

Everyone at her school 

was evacuated for a month on 
the day Japan surrendered, 
but she did not understand 
what it meant for her country 
to lose the war. She did not 
even know her family was 
alive until the day she was 
taken home, where there was 
still only debris and corpses 
of friends and neighbors.

“On this day, even though 
I was very excited to reunite 
with my closest friends, I 
would no longer ever be able 
to go to their houses again,” 
Yamada said. “That was 
the first time I fell down to 
my knees and burst out in 
tears.”

Daniel never heard sto-
ries about the war from his 
grandfather, but had his first 
real exposure to the effect of 
the atomic bomb as an adult 
when he was with his mother 
at a United Service Organiza-
tions event, when two Pacific 
WW II Veterans tried to stop 
them.

“They said they just want-
ed to thank her, because if it 
weren’t for her father drop-
ping that bomb, we wouldn’t 
still be here today. They 
believed that dropping that 
bomb was what stopped the 
war and saved them from the 
invasion of the Japanese Is-
lands,” he recalled.

But with between 10,000 
and 16,000 warheads on the 
planet today, Daniel recog-
nized that it’s unlikely for 
such a horrific action to make 
peace again.

Daniel and Yamada, now 
friends for years, said they 
would love to see all nuclear 
weapons removed from the 
planet, and they work to-
gether to share their stories 
to instill that goal in the next 
generation.

The assembly event was 
put together by Assistant 
Principal of Social Studies 
Peter Georgatos and Cardozo 
Teacher Melissa Hogan, who 
reached out to Hibakusha to 
make it happen. 

Continued from Page 1 
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

It was an unfriendly re-
minder to Construction of 
the level at which it needs 
to play to compete with the 
city’s elite softball teams.

The Red Hawks, who are 
younger and more inexpe-
rienced than in years past, 
had a rough go of it in the 
field and at the plate in a 12-0 
run-rule loss in five innings 
to host Susan Wagner in a 
PSAL crossover game April 
24. Wagner broke the game 
open with a seven-run fourth 
inning. Construction coach 
Marco Migliaccio was more 
upset with his team’s energy 
than its play.

“These are the games they 
need to be up for,” he said. 
“We haven’t looked this bad 
since the second or third 
game of the season. We have 
been catching the ball very 
clean, but we need to catch 
the ball. If we don’t catch the 
ball that’s what it looks like.”

Construction, which had 
just one league loss coming 
in, committed six errors and 
watched ace Emily Perez get 

hit hard by a deep Wagner 
lineup. The Falcons collected 
12 hits. They scored three 
runs in the second inning and 
two in the third before bust-
ing it open. Wagner (7-1) is 
arguably the best team in the 
Staten Island division after 
beating defending champion 
Tottenville. Construction 
(7-2) learned what happens 
when you make mistakes 
against teams like that. 

“I think we were confident 
enough,” said third baseman 
Nicole Ovelheira, who dou-
bled. “Our confidence was re-
ally down. It’s something else 
we need to work on.”

The Red Hawks return 
six starters from last year’s 
team that reached the cham-
pionship game, but gradu-
ated star Brittney Rodriguez, 
shortstop Amy Pirozek and 
outfielders Isabella Danielle 
and Karen Aquino. Construc-
tion managed just three hits 
against Wagner sophomore 
Samantha D’Alessio, who 
struck out six. 

“We have new girls, yeah, 
but we are hitting the ball 

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
St. Francis Prep picked up 

right where it left off.
Rain forced the Terriers 

to play rival Archbishop Mol-
loy on back-to-back days last 
week. Their rally in the first 
meeting between the teams 
fell short as the Stanners took 
the game, but SFP used it as a 
positive for the next time they 
squared off. 

“When we left it off yester-
day it was just a matter of we 
came back in the game,” SFP 
Coach Anne Marie Rich said,  
“We were finally hitting, the 
defense was coming together, 
so it was just a matter of to-
morrow is a new day and let’s 
see what we can do.”

The Terriers did more than 
enough to even the score in the 
battle of the top softball teams 
in CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens. 
St. Francis Prep beat Molloy 
9-0 on April 24 at Cunningham 
Park after Molloy took the first 
meeting a day earlier 8-7. 

Prep exploded for four 
runs in the top of the second 
to jump out to an early 4-0 led 
in the second affair. The rally 
was started by a solo home 
run to center field by catcher 
and Rhode Island-commit 
Kelly Lucil off of the Stanners’ 
Columbia-bound windmiller 
Alexandra Yule. Taylor Russo 
chipped in a two-RBI single. 

The Stanners (3-1) tried to 
respond to the Terriers’ big 
inning in the bottom of the 
frame. Molloy put runners on 
second and third with one out. 
SFP starter Katie Siano got 
Molloy center fielder Amanda 
Zeni to ground into a 5-3-2 
double play to end the inning. 
The double play after the big 
top half of the inning from 
Prep took away Molloy’s mo-
mentum. 

“She [Lucil] hit that home 
run, I feel like we all went 
down,” said Molloy catcher 
Victoria Brown, who went 2 
for 3. “When we go behind it 
is hard for us to come back as 

a team. I don’t know why, it is 
just the way we are.”

St. Francis Prep (3-1) made 
it 6-0 in the top of the fifth in-
ning on a two-run home run 
from Alyssa Seiss. The run 
support was more than enough 
for Siano, who was able to con-
trol the Molloy offense. 

“It puts less pressure on 
me,” she said. “It just makes 
the game more fun.”

Siano allowed no runs, on 
seven hits, struck out four and 
didn’t walk a batter. Big per-
formance like that are ones 
she often gives the Terriers.

“Katie’s performance was 

awesome,” Rich said. “She’s 
been very clutch. She’s very 
consistent. She’s smart. She 
did everything we expected 
her to do and more.”

The Terriers added two 
runs in the sixth and another 
in the seventh to add to their 
lead. They had three players 
with two RBIs and showed 
that even though they came up 
short the day before they were 
able to find their game and get 
the victory the next day.

“Yesterday was very upset-
ting, but we didn’t let it upset 
us,” Seiss said. “I am proud of 
our team”.Continued on Page 57

St. Francis Prep's Brianna Baglino throw out a runner.  
Photo by William Thomas

Construction's Nicole Ovelheira smacks a double against pitcher 
Susan Wagner. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Terriers fetch a win

Red Hawks fall fl at 
in PSAL crossover

St. Francis Prep bounces way past Archbishop Molloy
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BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
Kerri Gallagher wanted to 

get out fast to start the Olym-
pic Development Women’s 
Mile at the Penn Relays. The 
Belle Harbor native did just 
that and it was enough to win 
her a gold medal, going against 
some of the best runners in the 
country.

Gallagher covered the mile 
in 4:34.42, three seconds ahead 
of second-place finisher Sheila 
Reid (4:37.46), a former NCAA 
cross country champion who 
has run in the Olympics for 
Canada.

“Coach (Matt) Centrowitz 
and I talked the night before 
the race about going out fast 
and getting to the front of the 
field,” said Gallagher, who 
runs for Oiselle and New York 
Athletic Club. “In past years 
in this race, I’ve run conserva-
tively in the beginning and ul-
timately took myself out of the 
race. This year I wanted to be 
in the mix and run a good pace 
from the start knowing there 
were some strong kickers on 
the start list.” 

Winning the mile at the 
Penn Relays is a step in the 
right direction toward reach-
ing her goal of competing in 
the 2016 Summer Olympics in 

Rio de Janeiro. But with the 
Olympics still a while away, 
Gallagher is looking to build 
off this win for the 2015 U.S. 
Outdoor Championships in 
Eugene, Oregon from June 26-
28. 

“The whole year is set up to 
build toward the U.S. Outdoor 
Championships, so it is impor-

tant to have these milestones, 
while remembering no indi-
vidual race will make or break 
my season,” Gallagher said. 

Gallagher started her ca-
reer at Bishop Kearney High 
School in Brooklyn and then 
ran at Fordham University. 
Gallagher set Fordham Rams 
records in the 4x400 meter 

relay, indoor 800m, outdoor 
4x800, and the sprint med-
ley relay. Her time with the 
Bishop Kearney Tigers, run-
ning for coach John Lovett, 
and with the Rams and coach 
Tom Dewey shaped her as an 
athlete. 

“When I got to Fordham, 
I learned collegiate racing 

is much different than high 
school. I had a similar pro-
gression, lowering my times 
each year and placing better at 
the conference championship 
each year as well,” Gallagher 
said. 

Following her collegiate 
career, Gallagher took a job 
at Morgan Stanley. She left 
it shortly after and moved to 
Washington, DC, where she 
started as an assistant coach 
at American University and 
trained with Centrowitz. 
Though she failed to make the 
2012 Olympics, she used the 
year as a learning experience. 

“That year was disappoint-
ing to me, but it made me a bet-
ter runner, a better coach, and 
I believe in some ways a better 
person. It would have been 
amazing to make the trials 
that year, but for me I think not 
making the standard turned 
out to be best in the long run,” 
she said.

Gallagher, whose brother 
Conor competed for Molloy 
College and whose twin sis-
ters, Jackie and Tessie, ran for 
Bishop Kearney at this year’s 
Penn Relays, continues to 
make progress. Winning at the 
Penn Relays was just the next 
step of that journey toward an 

So the Mets aren’t kings of 
New York just yet.

The Amazin’s saw their 
11-game winning streak and 
a little of their mojo stopped 
after losing 2 of 3 to the rival 
Yankees in the Bronx last 
weekend. 

The series was billed as 
the Mets grabbing control of 
New York from the big-brother 
Bronx Bombers. Instead the 
Mets couldn’t ride the momen-
tum of a big start by Matt Har-
vey into the rubber game Sun-
day night. The team couldn’t 
build off a 2-0 lead and made 
four errors, three in an infield 
whose defensive acumen has 
been questioned before.

So the Mets aren’t kings of 

New York just yet. 
The team has more impor-

tant things to play for this 
season. The only thing win-
ning the Subway Series does 
for either team is give its fans 
some verbal bragging rights 
until their next meeting in 
September at Citi Field. The 
Mets were an under .500 club 
the last two years, but went 
6-2 against the Yankees. Six 
meaningless wins in the grand 
scheme of things.

Front and center now is that 
the Mets are a winning and vi-
brant ball club. They still have 
the best record in baseball af-
ter the weekend and are still 
undefeated at Citi Field. That 
is all that matters for now. 

So the Mets aren’t kings of 
New York just yet. 

Sure, there are things to 
keep your eye on. Daniel Mur-
phy continues to struggle de-
fensively at second base and 
has been inconsistent at the 
plate. Can Eric Campbell keep 
hitting like this until David 
Wright gets back? Campbell 

also made a poor base-run-
ning decision that ended an 
inning prematurely. Also, how 
will the backend of the rota-
tion hold up? Can this pieced 
together bullpen keep this go-
ing?

There is still reason for 
joy once the empty feeling of 

watching the Bronx Bombers 
suck a little life out of the Mets 
unbelievably hot start washes 
away. At least it wasn’t Derek 
Jeter sticking it to the boys 
from Queens one more time.

The focus needs to remain 
on Harvey, Jacob deGrom, Lu-
cas Duda and Juan Lagares 

appearing to be budding stars. 
Michael Cuddyer has been an 
excellent addition on the field 
and in the clubhouse. He plays 
the game smart and hard. The 
rest of the team has fed off 
that.

The Mets should be fun to 
watch not only for this season, 
but for many years to come. 
The goal for Mets fans is no 
longer just to forget about how 
bad the season is going for a 
few days by beating the Yan-
kees. Instead it is putting the 
Yankees losses behind you and 
remembering how good things 
are.

The Subway Series is no 
longer the Mets pseudo World 
Series. They can start think-
ing of competing for a division 
title and then a real World Se-
ries sooner rather than later 
with the Nationals struggling 
and the rest of the National 
League East rebuilding. 

So the Mets aren’t kings 
of New York just yet. There is 
still plenty of time for that. 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Continued on Page 57

Preparing for the Olympics next year, miler Kerri Gallagher, a Rockaways native, wins the gold medal at the 
Penn Relays.  photo©www.kevinmorris.com

Mets derailed in its Subway Series with Yankees

Gallagher one step closer to Olympic gold 

New York Mets pitcher Matt Harvey delivers the ball to the New York 
Yankees during the first inning of an interleague baseball game Saturday 
at Yankee Stadium. AP Photo/Bill Kostroun
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pretty well,” said Ovelheira, 
who doubled. “Today just 
wasn’t our day.”

Migliaccio has been happy 
with the team’s development 
outside of the loss to Wagner. 
Construction was competitive 

against some of the state’s top 
teams in the Mudville Tour-
nament in Herkimer earlier 
this year, with just a 5-2 loss 
to Francis Lewis in PSAL play 
before. His club did go on to 
hold off St. Joseph Hill 6-5 in a 
non-league game the next day.

The Red Hawks still have 
plenty of talent with sopho-
more Lizul Portugal at short 
and in the leadoff spot and Jay-

leen Ovalles behind the plate. 
Junior Kortney Semper is slap 
hitter in the No. 2 hole and is 
playing second. Construction 
knows it can play with the best 
in the league. Migliaccio just 
wants to see a little more fire 
and concentration from his 
club after the loss to Wagner.

“The intensity level needs 
to be risen,” Migliaccio said. 
“Big time”

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
 
St. Francis Prep took advantage 

of Xaverian errors the first time the 
teams met and stole a victory from the 
defending CHSAA city champions.

This time it was the Terriers who 
were the victim of fielding miscues 
against a determined Clippers club.

Xaverian seemed like it had some-
thing to prove to St. Francis after the 
Terriers were able to beat them on 
their home field on April 13. St. Fran-
cis’s quiet bats and the offensive prow-
ess of Xaverian led to a 13-3 defeat in 
Brooklyn/Queens baseball last Friday 
at Cunningham Park. 

The second inning doomed St. 
Francis. The Clippers bats came to life 
and the Terriers defense had errors 
that prolonged an already-long inning. 
Xaverian sent 11 hitters to plate in the 
inning and scored six runs on four hits, 
two hit by pitches, and two St. Francis 
errors. Xaverian would tack on an-
other seven runs over the final five in-
nings to put the game out of reach.

“I think this time they were pretty 
mad that they lost to us the last time,” 
SFP centerfielder Connor Magee said. 
“They came out today and beat us. We 
didn’t play hard enough. We have to 
work harder. Next time we play them, 
we have to show them a much better 

game.”
The St. Francis offense did show 

some life in the final two innings of the 
game. In both the sixth and seventh in-

nings, the Terriers loaded the bases. In 
the sixth, they were able to get three 
runs across the plate with help from 
a Xaverian error and on a fielder’s 
choice. In the seventh, St. Francis load-
ed the bases with one out, but couldn’t 
score any more runs.

The Terriers, who rallied to win the 
first game 4-3, had to use four different 
pitchers after starter Matt Treibel to 
get through the seven innings. Xaver-
ian, on the other hand, got a stellar 
performance from ace Rob Amato. His 
breaking pitch was dipping and diving 
in and out of the zone all afternoon, 
keeping the Terriers hitters off bal-
ance.

“We’re not hitting that’s number 
one,” St. Francis coach Bro. Robert 
Kent said. “He is a good lefty pitcher 
and were struggling with the bats. We 
had too many first pitch swing and 
outs.” 

St. Francis Prep knows things will 
have to change if they want to end their 
two-game losing streak after winning 
three of four prior to that.

“Our hitting has to pick up,” Ma-
gee said. “The simple plays have to be 
made, routine ground balls and pop 
flies have to be caught.” St. Francis Prep third baseman Mat Urena collects a double against Xaverian.  

Photo by Gina Palermo

St. Francis Prep falls to Xaverian in baseball

Olympic run.
“The 2016 Olympic Trials 

are still the long term goal for 

me, but for now I am focused 
on the season ahead of me,” 
Gallagher said. There are 
many steps I still need to take 
before getting focused on 
2016, but I’m very happy with 
the direction I am going in.”

GallagherHawks
Continued from Page 55 Continued from Page 56

For more hyper-local Queens news on your 
computer, smartphone, or iPad, 

visit TimesLedger.com.

Rough-and-tumble stretch in second inning grounds Terriers in battle with Clippers nine
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Mathnasium of Bayside

718-747-MATH (6284) 
www.mathnasium.com/bayside

43-17 Bell Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361

At Mathnasium, we believe that every child has the ability to be successful 
in math—it’s just a matter of teaching the way that makes sense to them. 
When math makes sense, kids leap way ahead—whether they started out 
far behind or already ahead in math.

Catch up, keep up or get ahead with our summer camp math classes. Topics range 
from Numerical Fluency for grades 1–2, to All About Fractions for grades 3–4, to 
Multi-Step Problem Solving for grades 5–6, and SAT Math Prep for high schoolers. 
Visit www.mathnasium.com/bayside/promotions for a full listing of classes and prices.

Score big with Mathnasium 
this Summer!

15% 
Discount if enrolled by 5/30/15.


