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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

This story doesn’t have 
a Roadrunner—and in the 
end it’s the coyote that gets 
caught.

The coyote of Middle 
Village managed to elude 
the police for more than a 
day after it was first spot-

ted Monday in the neigh-
borhood. But police suc-
ceeded in trapping the 
coyote Tuesday night, ac-
cording to a spokesman for 
the 104th precinct.

Police may not have had 
Acme products from the 
cartoon, but with the use of 
Emergency Service Units, 

animal control and seda-
tive darts, police were able 
to trap the coyote around 
Caldwell Avenue and 77th 
Place.

According to the spokes-
man, someone called the 
police after spotting the 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Queens’ elected officials re-
leased a joint statement Tuesday 
opposing the transit proposal 

Move NY, which was unveiled in 
February, as “unfair” to  borough 
residents.

The Move NY Fair Plan, 
devised by former traffic com-

missioner Samuel Schwartz, 
proposed tolls to cross four East 
River bridges that are currently 
free to cross: the Ed Koch Queens-
boro, Williamsburg, Manhattan 

and Brooklyn Bridges. Those in-
creased tolls could help lead to 
traffic reduction in the city and 
lower transit costs for New York-
ers. In addition, the plan would 
reduce tolls on bridges such as 
the Cross Bay Veterans Memo-
rial, Henry Hudson, Verrazano-
Narrows, Throgs Neck and Whit-
estone Bridges.

Revenue from the transit pro-
posal would potentially close the 
$15 billion gap the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority needs to re-
pair and upgrade the aging sys-
tem. Those costs are estimated to 
reach $32 billion over a five-year 
period. 

“The ‘Move NY Fair Plan’ is 
far from fair and lacks any prom-
ise of returns. It is fundamen-
tally unfair to charge residents 
a fee to travel within one city. It 
is certainly unfair to the families 
who live in the transit desert of 
Queens as it would landlock our 
borough,” said the statement re-
leased by the Queens Borough 
President’s office and co-signed 
by 18 other elected Queens law-
makers including state Sens.  Le-
roy Comrie (D-Hollis), Assembly 

BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) has been get-
ting some backlash on social 
media from anti-police activists 
following his renewed call for 
1,000 new cops for the NYPD. 

Lancman said the addition of 
new officers is necessary to en-
sure that the police force is not 
stretched too thin throughout the 
city, an initiative for which NYPD 
Commissioner Bill Bratton has 
expressed support as well. 

The City Council called on 
Mayor Bill de Blasio to hire an 
additional 1,000 officers, but he 
rejected the proposal.

“There’s a genuine desire on 
the part of New Yorkers to reform 
the way we do policing in the city 
and reform our criminal justice 
system, but there is this segment 
of our city that is genuinely anti-
cop and they don’t come to that 
conversation from a place of re-
spect and appreciation for what 
our cops do every day,” Lanc-
man said in an interview with 
TimesLedger. 

BY BILL PARRY

The 40,000 Nepali immigrants in New York 
City were hit hard by the catastrophic 7.8 earth-
quake that devastated their homeland last Satur-
day, with a death toll that passed 5,200 by Wednes-
day. Nepalese prime minister Sushil Koirala 

Police captured the coyote that had been 
roaming the streets of Middle Village for 
a couple of days. Photo courtesy NYPD

Anti-cop foes
hit Lancman
on new hires

Queens sounds off on MoveNY
Lawmakers say tolling bridges an unjust transit plan for landlocked borough

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 9 Continued on Page 10

MidVil coyote’s romp ends

OPEN UP

Here’s what the U.S. Open will look like in 2016, when the $170-million dome project is finally finished. “Anything that 
can help us keep the certainty of the 14 days of the tournament makes the roof worthwhile,” says Danny Zausner, 
chief operating officer of the National Tennis Center. See story on Page 3. Rendering courtesy of NTC   

Nepal quake felt in city 
as vigils held in Jax Hts



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AY
 3

, 2
01

5
2

Sunday, May 3rd, 2015

From the president, students, faculty
and staff of York College/CUNY:

From the president, students, faculty
and staff of York College/CUNY:

CONGRATULATIONS  

to all ACCEPTED STUDENTS  

to our College!

CONGRATULATIONS  

to all ACCEPTED STUDENTS  

to our College!

You and Your parents or guardians are cordially invited 

to the newly-admitted students’ reception. This is 

an exciting time in your life, and we’re delighted to 

welcome you to the amazing community and traditions 

of York College.

Here are five reasons you and your family  
should attend the Accepted Students’ Reception:

  Confirm your place in the incoming class  

 Learn more about our exciting programs and majors  

 Learn about student life and pre-registration steps  

 Speak with Admissions and Financial Aid Counselors 

 Tour our 50-acre state-of-the-art campus

Join us for this exciting event!
Sunday, May 3rd, 2015
RSVP by visiting www.york.cuny.edu/accepted

or calling 718-262-2165. The program will  

commence promptly at 12:00 until approximately  

4 p.m. in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building, 

94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451.

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Woodhaven’s shopping 
area has 99 problems.

The neighborhood’s 
commercial district, which 
runs along Jamaica Av-
enue, is oversaturated with 
99-cent stores, according 
to residents. They com-
pare the discount stores 
to weeds that kill off other 
businesses and leave the lo-
cal economy in the dirt. 

“Who’s coming to our 
neighborhood now? People 
aren’t going to come out 
for 99-cent stores,” said 
Ed Wendell, president of 
the Woodhaven Residents’ 
Block Association. “It’s 
a constant stream of use-
less stores. And when good 
businesses keep closing, 
the first reaction is we’re 
going to get another 99-cent 
store. And they’re probably 
right.” 

Commerce on Wood-
haven’s Jamaica Avenue 
is in a decade-long decline 
that has affected the econ-
omy and given rise to what 
Wendell calls redundant 
businesses – 99-cent stores 
and delis. 

On April 19, concerned 
residents and the block as-
sociation held a meeting 
with the Jamaica Avenue 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict, a local government 
body responsible for pro-
moting the neighborhood’s 
economy. Residents urged 
Maria Thomson, the execu-
tive director of the BID, to 
do more to stir business in-
terest on Jamaica Avenue 
between Dexter Court and 
100th Street and to stop the 
99-cent store trend. 

Aside from an increase 
in discount stores, resi-
dents also noted that many 
closed businesses remain 
vacant for a long time, cre-
ating empty lots that hurt 
the neighborhood. The com-
bination of the problems 
leads to people shopping in 
other neighborhoods, re-
sulting in a loss to the local 
economy.

“If something is going to 
be done, then we’re going to 
need to see innovative ideas 

from the BID,” said Alexan-
der Blenkinsopp, a member 
of the block association. 
“Maria has worked hard 
at this for a very long time, 
but there’s no question that 
the task ahead is a very dif-
ficult one. And it’s not clear 

how much progress we’re 
making.” 

During the meeting 
with Thomson, residents 
suggested solutions that 
included increasing the 
web presence of the BID 
and spending more money 
on marketing Jamaica Av-
enue to potential business 
owners. 

“It’s unfortunate we 
have a lot of 99-cent stores 
and delis,” Thomson said. 

According to her count, 
there are more than a doz-
en redundant businesses in 
the shopping district. At 25 
blocks and more than 300 
stores, the Jamaica Avenue 
shopping district is one 
of the biggest in the city, 
Thomson said. And, she 
added, the Jamaica Avenue 
BID’s budget of $218,000 is 
one of the smallest. 

“I’m frustrated by see-
ing the same stores over 
and over again,” she said. 
“I think that it’s a phase. 
And we can’t do anything 
about it.” 

Several 99-cent store 
owners on the strip were re-
luctant to discuss the issue 
and said they did not want 
to talk about the criticism 
from the BID.

But deli store workers 
contended that if there 
were too many stores of the 
same kind, they would be 
losing money. 

Alex Alryashi lives in 
Woodhaven and is part of 
a network of brothers and 
other relatives who own 
delis across Glendale and 
Woodhaven. Alex’s brother, 
Ammar, has run a deli on 
87th Street and Jamaica Av-
enue since 2009, when the 
store first opened. The area 
has a high concentration 
of similar stores. Between 
90th Street and 85th Street 
there are at least seven del-
is and eight 99-cent stores. 

99-cent stores and delis are popping up all over Woodhaven, 
prompting community members to fear that the local economy 
will suffer.  Photo by Michael Shain 

I’m frustrated by 
seeing the same 
stores over and 
over again, think 
that it’s a phase. 
And we can’t do 
anything about 

it.
Maria Thomson

Exec. Director of 
Jamaica Ave. BID

Woodhaven biz takes
aim at 99-cent stores
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BY BILL PARRY

The owner of an auto 
repair shop might derail 
permanent status for the 
homeless shelter at the old 
Pan American Hotel in 
Elmhurst. Samuel Velez, 
the owner of Aamco Trans-
missions, at 79-14 Queens 
Blvd., says he has a prob-
lem with rats and it’s the 
shelter’s fault.

The Pan American ho-
tel sits right next door to 
Velez’s repair shop, at 79-00 
Queens Blvd.

“I’ve been here for 50 
years and never had a prob-
lem like this,” Velez said. 
“When that was a hotel, 
everything ran great, no 
problem. Now it’s a shelter 
and they don’t take care of 
their garbage. They just 
throw everything in the 
back and leave it. Now the 
rats are everywhere. They 
come into my shop and do 

damage and that’s costing 
me money.”

Velez, 65, added that he 
has complained to the staff 
that runs the Boulevard 
Family Center at the hotel, 
“but the problem just gets 
worse.”

Samaritan Village re-
fused to comment, defer-
ring to officials at the city 
Department for Homeless 
Services. A DHS spokes-
woman said, “We take the 
safety of our clients very se-
riously and we are working 
with the provider to ensure 
the garbage is removed 
quickly.”

The civic group 
Elmhurst United has com-
plained about the trash and 
vermin since November 
and they have seen little 
of no action, according to 
spokeswoman Jennifer 
Chu. 

“They have this area 
where they just dump their 
garbage and it just sits 

there until collection day,” 
she said. “You’d be sur-
prised how much garbage 
800 people create in a single 
day.”

They were joined by 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) at a rally in March 
that called on the city to 
reject a long-term contract 
with Samaritan Village 
based on the conditions in-
side the shelter. 

“We’ve sent letters to 
DHS and to the comptroller 
saying the city is violating 
its own laws,” Avella said. 
“There are rats, roaches, 
garbage, no kitchens in 
their units. The facility is 
inadequate.”

Originally housed un-
der the terms of an “emer-
gency declaration,” the pro-
posed long-term $42 million 
contract with Samaritan 
Village has already gone 
through the Mayor’s Office 
of Contract Services and is 
now pending at the comp-

troller’s office.
The rat problem could 

be a major roadblock. 
“Let me be clear: My of-

fice will not register any 

contract for a permanent 
homeless shelter where se-
rious health and safety vio-
lations have been found,” 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 

said. “The recent Depart-
ment of Investigation 
found shelter sites with 
rats, roaches, fire hazards-
conditions which continue 
to this day at shelter sites 
around the city. This is not 
an environment in which 
any New Yorker should be 
living and it will not be tol-
erated.” 

DHS hopes to have the 
garbage remedied soon 
with the purchase of trash 
compactor. The Depart-
ment of Sanitation will 
provide proper containers 
with lids.

The comptroller will be 
watching.

 “As my office reviews 
the contracts pending be-
fore us, including for the 
Pan American site, I will do 
all within my power to en-
sure that DHS is providing 
safe living conditions at all 
of its proposed permanent 
shelter facilities.”

BY MADINA TOURE

The retractable roof cur-
rently being built above the 
Arthur Ashe Stadium is 
expected to be up and run-
ning in time for the 2016 
U.S. Open next August.

The project, which start-
ed three years ago, involves 
the building of a 250 foot by 
250 foot opening retractable 
roof above the stadium. The 
roof, which would cover the 
entire 23,000-seat stadium, 
will consist of both fixed 
and retractable sections.

The estimated cost of the 
project is about $160 million 
to $170 million, said Danny 
Zausner, chief operating of-
ficer for the National Ten-
nis Center.

“We had to design a roof 
that would have a portion 
of it that’s there perma-
nently and a portion of it 
that moves into place and 
closes the opening when 
we need to close the space if 
there’s a threat of rain or if 
it’s actually raining,” Zaus-

ner said.
The project is currently 

in the middle of its second 
phase, which entails the 
building of the roof’s fixed 
sections. A new court light-

ing system, a new sound 
system and new video 
screens will be installed as 
well. 

Zausner said the roof 
is necessary given that po-

tential rainy weather can 
have a negative impact on 
the fans, tennis players and 
broadcasters. 

“Anything that can help 
us keep the certainty of 

the 14 days of the tourna-
ment makes the roof worth-
while,” he explained. “Fi-
nancially, there’s no return 
on investment that would 
justify the cost but when 
you think about how it ben-
efits the fans, the broadcast-
ers … it’s the right decision 
for the tournament.”

The first phase, which 
took place last year, fo-
cused on the underground 
foundation work, which 
included pile driving and 
electrical relocations. 

The third and final 
phase will begin after this 
year’s U.S. Open. That 
phase will consist of the 
installation of the retract-
able sections, the special 
mechanization equipment 
to operate the retractable 
portions and a mechanized 
air  system.

Last year, the USTA 
unveiled three new courts 
— Courts 4, 5 and 6 — and 
a multi-tiered viewing gal-
lery — West Stadium Courts 
and Practice Gallery — for 

the practice courts. 
This year, it started 

building a new Grandstand 
Stadium to replace the ex-
isting Grandstand Stadi-
um, which is expected to be 
complete by 2016.

The Grandstand project 
also consists of the large 
remodel of the south cam-
pus, complete with widened 
courses connecting the cur-
rent Court 17 with the new 
Grandstand. That project 
will start this fall and be 
done for the 2016 U.S. Open. 

Next fall, the associa-
tion will start work on the 
new Louis Armstrong Sta-
dium.

The total cost of the as-
sociation’s projects is in ex-
cess of $500 million, Zaus-
ner said, with each costing 
anywhere from $160 million 
to $170 million.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

New retractable roof  set for Open in 2016

A view of the entire roof from the southeast corner.  Photo courtesy Danny Zausner

Department of Sanitation workers remove trash near the Pan Am 
hotel after video of rats near the homeless shelter becomes pub-
lic. Photo by Bill Parry

Rodents frolic at Pan American homeless shelter
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY TOM MOMBERG

Though the “opt out” 
movement has had unprec-
edented support statewide 
this year, very few parents 
in city schools refused state 
standardized testing for 
their children in the last 
few weeks. The movement 
drew even lower support in 
Queens, but preliminary 
estimates in the borough 
may not be accurate.

State Common Core 
math exams were adminis-
tered to children in grades 
three through eight in 
public schools last week. 
Across New York City, 3,503 
students, with written sup-
port from their legal guard-
ians, refused to take the 
exam. English Language 
Arts exams were adminis-
tered the week before, with 
about 3,445 elementary and 
middle schoolers “opting 
out” of them.

Those refusal numbers 
are according to prelimi-
nary data collected from ed-
ucators by the education ac-
tivist organization Change 
the Stakes.

Statewide, families re-
fused ELA tests for over 
193,000 students, with 76 
percent of school districts 
reporting, and math tests 
for over 150,000 students, 
with 44 percent of school 
districts reporting as of 
Tuesday, according to data 
collected by United2Coun-
ter.

Those numbers are up 
from about 49,000 students 
who opted out of ELA tests 
in 2014 and 67,000 students 
that opted out of math tests 
last year. The push by par-
ents and activists to opt 
children out of state exams 
came after Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo implemented his 
policy proposal to make 
state standardized test 

scores count for 50 percent 
of teacher evaluations.

In Queens, only 114 stu-
dents refused ELA tests 
and 137 refused math tests, 
according to Change the 
Stakes.

The refusal numbers 
from city schools are con-
servative estimates, and 
supporters of the movement 
said they are likely much 
higher. 

Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
has rallied support in his 
city council district in the 
weeks before testing took 
place. From conversations 
with educators in his con-
stituency, he said over 100 
students opted out in School 
District 24 and at least 180 
students opted out in School 
District 30.

“I’m very happy with 
the growing support for 
this movement in the city,” 
Dromm said. “I am a pro-
ponent of parents having 
the option to refuse these 
standardized tests for their 
children ... These tests have 
only been politicized by 
non-educators like the gov-

ernor.”
But even as 20 percent 

of students in grades three 
through eight refused the 
tests statewide, the lack of 
participation in city schools 
is consistent with lower sup-
port.

Statewide, voters agree 
that children should have 
the right to refuse the re-
cent state exams by a small 
margin, but voters in the 
five boroughs disagree with 
parents who refused the test 
by a margin of nearly two to 
one, according to a Siena 
College Research Institute 
poll analysis released Mon-
day.

The Siena poll, which has 
an overall margin of error 
of about four percent, found 
that 50 percent of New York 
voters said parents were 
right to have their children 
opt out, whereas 44 percent 
disagreed. New York City 
voters thought parents were 
wrong by a 57- to 38-percent 
margin, according to the 
poll trends.

Dromm said even though 
the city has garnered lower 
support for test refusals 
than the rest of the state, it 
may just be because several 
parents don’t know they 
have an option.

“Support is growing in 
the city at a lower rate, but 
it’s growing. We’re sending 
a very clear message to Al-
bany that tests shouldn’t be 
used in this way.”

The poll analysis found 
that support or opposition 
to the opt out movement did 
not fall so neatly along Re-
publican, Democrat or In-
dependent Party Lines, but 
concluded demographically, 
“A majority of white voters 
thought parents were right 
(to refuse the tests), while 
majorities of black, Latino 
and Jewish voters thought 
they were wrong.”

A page from the Math 
Common Core workbook 
displays multiple ways to 
get the same answer. 

Graphic courtesy of academia.org

FOR HYPER-LOCAL NEWS
VISIT US AT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/
KORMEDSPA

@THEKOR 
MEDISPA

@THEKOR 
MEDISPA

Queens students cool
to opt out movement
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Cardozo HS hears two tales of Hiroshima
BY TOM MOMBERG

Benjamin Cardozo HS students 
got a special visit Wednesday to 
witness firsthand testimony from 
a survivor of the atomic bomb at-
tack on Hiroshima in World War 
II and the grandson of President 
Harry S Truman, who ordered 
the world’s first nuclear assault.

The students were thrilled to 
participate as they were guided 
through the history of the Pacific 
Theater by Kathleen Sullivan, 
the director of Hibakusha Stories 
Program, a nonprofit which seeks 
to pass the legacy of the Hiroshi-
ma and Nagasaki bombings to 
students at universities and high 
schools. 

“It can be very hard to listen to 
stories of survivors. It’s a very sad 
story,” Sullivan said. “But I can 
tell you they’re not telling their 
stories to elicit your sympathy. 
They risk their personal comfort 
so that you understand what nu-
clear weapons mean so that you 
learn and use your life energy to 
do something about it.” 

Reiko Yamada was an 11-year-
old schoolgirl in Hiroshima City 

during the attack on Hiroshima 
on Aug. 6, 1945 that killed 140,000. 
Now 81 years old, she stood before 
Cardozo students alongside the 
grandson Truman’s grandson, 
Clifton Truman Daniel, to share 
her story.

Yamada is a Hibakusha, which 
is Japanese for survivor of an 
atomic bomb. The reason the Hi-

bakusha Stories Program paired 
the testimony with the speech of 
Truman’s grandson was to in-
spire peace. 

“It’s been 70 years since I had 
to experience the atomic bomb,” 
Yamada said alongside her trans-
lator. “To be honest, I really don’t 
want to have to remember what I 
went through, what I felt and what 

I saw. I have times when I really 
don’t want to talk about it. And 
though I don’t want any of you to 
have to feel sorry either and feel 
what I felt, I don’t want anyone 
else to ever have to go through 
what I did. That’s the reason why 
we Hibakusha give our testimo-
nies.”

Though Yamada was speaking 
in Japanese, her emotion trans-
pired in the faces of Cordoza stu-
dents, who were quite attentive. 

Yamada explained that she 
was outside school on the day 
the atomic bomb was dropped on 
the Japanese city, just three days 
before she and her classmates 
were scheduled to evacuate to the 
countryside. They saw a U.S. B-29 
bomber fly overhead and make a 
U-turn before a white flash blind-
ed them all as they headed for air-
raid shelters.

One of her sisters and her 
father were badly burned from 
being closer to Ground Zero, but 
they all survived, which she said 
was not necessarily a blessing.

Everyone at her school was 
evacuated for a month on the day 
Japan surrendered, but she did 

not understand what it meant for 
her country to lose the war. She 
did not even know her family was 
alive until the day she was taken 
home, where there was still only 
debris and corpses of friends and 
neighbors.

“On this day, even though I was 
very excited to reunite with my 
closest friends, I would no longer 
ever be able to go to their houses 
again,” Yamada said. “That was 
the first time I fell down to my 
knees and burst out in tears.”

Daniel never heard stories 
about the war from his grandfa-
ther, but had his first real expo-
sure to the effect of the atomic 
bomb as an adult when he was 
with his mother at a United Ser-
vice Organizations event, when 
two Pacific WW II Veterans tried 
to stop them.

“They said they just wanted 
to thank her, because if it weren’t 
for her father dropping that bomb, 
we wouldn’t still be here today. 
They believed that dropping that 
bomb was what stopped the war 
and saved them from the inva-
sion of the Japanese Islands,” he 
recalled.

In August, 1945, Reiko Yamada was a 
fifth grader in Hiroshima waiting in 
the school yard for the start of class 
when the atomic bomb was detonat-
ed.  Photo by Michael Shain 

The grandson of Harry Truman, Clifton 
Truman Daniels, speaks at Bayside 
High School about his grandfather's 
decision to drop the atomic bomb on 
Japan. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A young man was arrest-
ed and charged with mur-
der last Friday for the fatal 
March shooting of 70-year-
old Leta Webb. According to 
police, Webb was shot in the 
head and left arm while she 
stood in the doorway of her 
South Jamaica home.

Julian Douglas, 22, from 
131st Street in South Ozone 
Park was tracked and ar-
rested in an acquaintance’s 
home within the jurisdic-
tion of the 113th Precinct in 
the evening  said police. 

Officers found no weap-
ons or ballistics at the home 
of the acquaintance after 
the arrest, according to po-
lice officials. 

Douglas was charged 
with second-degree murder 
and criminal possession 
of a weapon, the criminal 
complaint stated. 

According to the com-
plaint, Douglas allegedly 
shot the grandmother dead 
on March 31, when she 
opened the door of her home 
on 119th Avenue after a loud 
pounding on the door dis-
turbed her at around 1:30 
a.m. 

Webb was rushed to Ja-
maica Hospital where she 
was pronounced dead later 
that morning. 

A video surveillance 
camera caught images of a 
white Ford Econoline Van 
that was reportedly used as 
part the getaway and police 
said there was a $2000 re-
ward for tips that led to an 
arrest.

Sources close to the 
police speculated that the 
murder, which shook the 
neighborhood’s residents, 
might have been a gang-re-
lated crime. 

A couple of days after 
the incident , community 
leaders held a prayer vigil 
outside of the Webb home to 
address senseless violence. 
Rev. Phil Craig, pastor of 
Greater Springfield Com-
munity Church and presi-
dent of the Queens Chapter 
of the National Action Net-
work; Valerie and Nicole 
Bell, the mother and then-fi-
ancee of Sean Bell, who was 
killed by 50 police bullets 
in 2006; and Gwen Carr and 
Emerald Snipes-Garner, 
the mother and daughter of 
Eric Garner, the Staten Is-
land man who died during 
an August 2014 altercation 
with police, were present at 
the event.

BY BILL PARRY

The owner of four taxi-
cab companies, including 
one based in Sunnyside, 
is being sued by the state, 
according to Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man. Evgeny “Gene” 
Freidman alledgedly vio-
lated taxi drivers’ rights 
and breached a settlement 
agreement he reached with 
the Attorney General in 
December 2013.

That settlement re-
quired Freidman to pay 
$746,406 in restitution to 
drivers who were charged 
rates higher than is legally 
permissible to lease cabs 
and medallions - including 
nearly $115,000 to reim-
burse drivers for unlawful 
healthcare fund deduc-
tions, as well as $500,000 
in fines to the Taxi & Lim-
ousine Commission (TLC). 
As alleged in the suit filed 
last Thursday, Freidman 
did not provide proof or ac-
curate information show-
ing that drivers had been 
fully reimbursed for the 
healthcare fund portion of 
the settlement, as was re-
quired by the agreement.

Freidman and his 
companies also failed to 
comply with provisions 
of the agreement that re-
quired them to cooperate 
with ongoing compliance 
monitoring by the Attor-
ney General. Messages left 
for Freidman at Woodside 
Management, Inc., located 

at 49-13 Roosevelt Ave., 
were not returned.

“The conduct alleged 
in today’s lawsuit demon-
strates a basic disregard 
for the struggles and rights 
of hard-working taxicab 
drivers, as well as for the 
laws and rules that apply to 
everyone in the taxi indus-
try,” Schneiderman said. 
“No one is above the law, 
and all companies must 
follow the rules protecting 
the rights of working New 
Yorkers.”

As agents for medallion 
owners, Freidman’s four 
companies control over 860 
medallions out of the total 
13,231 currently in exis-
tence in New York City. The 
lawsuit alleges that nearly 
a year after the settlement 

was signed, Woodside driv-
ers were paid late for fares 
they earned by credit card, 
putting drivers in serious 
financial distress.

Woodside Management, 
Inc., is accused of creating 
false receipts purporting to 
show timely payment, and 
providing those false re-
ceipts to drivers and to the 
Attorney General’s office 
as part of the settlement’s 
reporting requirements.

Because many taxi driv-
ers earn fares from custom-
ers who pay by credit card, 
TLC Lease Rules contain 
specific provisions about 
how drivers are to receive 
those fares. Most frequent-
ly, managing agents col-
lect credit card receipts 
through a wireless system 

in the cabs, and then pass 
these fares on to the driv-
ers who have earned them. 
A managing agent is re-
quired to pay earned credit 
card fares to taxicab driv-
ers leasing a medallion on 
a weekly basis.

“We appreciate the At-
torney General’s ongoing 
commitment to protecting 
drivers’ rights,” TLC Com-
missioner Meera Joshi 
said. “And to the account-
ability that is so crucially 
central to our regulated in-
dustries. We look forward 
to the continued relation-
ship between the TLC’s 
Driver Protection Unit 
and the Attorney General’s 
committed staff, so that our 
licensees  may always count 
on these protections.”

Julian Douglas was arrested 
and charged with the murder 
of 70-year-old Leta Webb on 
March 31 in Jamaica.  

Photo by Sadef Kully

The state is suing a Woodside taxicab company for allegedly violating drivers’ rights and breaching 
a settlement agreement. Photo by Bill Parry

Police make arrest 
in grandma murder

AG fi ghts for cab drivers
Sues Woodside business owner for not following rules
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The Kupferberg Holo-
caust Resource Center and 
Archives helped to com-
memorate the 100-year an-
niversary of the Armenian 
Genocide last week with a 
special event to educate stu-
dents and the general public 
about survivor testimony 
and on how to interpret the 
prejudice and racism that 
caused the genocide in a 
21st century context.

Queens Community 
College allocated extra se-
curity resources for the 
speaking engagement, as 
even 100 years later, some 
Turks refuse to recognize 
that the then-Ottoman 
government had systemati-
cally exterminated about 1 
million Armenians. 

The speakers, Honore 
Gatera, director of the Kiga-
li Genocide Memorial of the 
Aegis Trust and a survivor 
of the Rwandan Genocide, 
as well as Molly Sullivan, 
director and curator of the 

Near East Relief Historical 
Society, gave some back-
ground about why remem-
bering historical genocides 
and encouraging survivors 
to speak is so important.

Gatera said that despite 

the hardship interviewing 
survivors of genocide might 
cause, their perspective is 
important for their own 
culture and as a way for 
people all over the world to 
reflect on and understand 

the consequences of those 
historical events.

“As we stand here 100 
years after, we are remind-
ed of atrocities that were 
committed by other human 
beings. Watching testimo-

nies gives me a sense of 
what we are doing today, 
because if we didn’t have 
these tapes in another 100 
years, those who commit-
ted genocide would have a 
way to deny that it ever hap-
pened,” Gatera said.

Over 100 members of 
the public, QCC academic 
literacy students and Holo-
caust survivors gathered at 
KHRCA, 222-05 56th Ave., 
to recognize and develop 
some sensitivity around 
the topic, just five days be-
fore thousands gathered in 
Times Square for an un-
precedented rally to mark 
the centennial of Armenian 
Genocide. 

Both as an affiliate of 
QCC and as a center set up 
to educate the public on the 
Holocaust, the KHRCA saw 
the opportunity to host a 
panel and curate a display 
about a historical event 
forgotten by so much of the 
Western world a century 
later.

“Our students come 

from all over the world,” 
said QCC President Diane 
Call. “They have experi-
enced perhaps some isola-
tion, perhaps some violence 
and they bring to us an in-
credible perspective, which 
reminds us we can never 
forget.”

The Armenian Geno-
cide, which took place dur-
ing and after World War I, 
was twofold: The Ottoman 
Empire forced into labor 
and massacred hundreds 
of thousands of able-bodied 
men, and later forced a 
death march of Armenian 
populations into the Syrian 
Desert.

Sullivan, whose organi-
zation was built around the 
Near East Foundation that 
was established in the U.S. 
to provide refugees with 
help in direct response to 
the Armenian Genocide, 
said she is now working to 
preserve that history digi-
tally.

QCC commemorates Armenian Genocide

Assemblyman David Weprin (l. to r.); Mark Kupferberg, whose parents funded the center’s endow-
ment; KHRCA Director Dan Leshem and Councilman Paul Vallone. Photo by Tom Momberg
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Superb Spanish and
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Bayside, NY 11361
(3 blocks west of Cross Island Parkway)
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For Reservations

Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102
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CATERING

   Entertainment by 
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Victor Gonzalez

RESTAURANT

MOTHER’S DAY

 

He believes he has been 
targeted because he has 
been outspoken on the is-
sue of adding new cops to 
the police force as well as 
on police-community rela-
tions in general.

“I’ve been very vocal 
on the issue of 1,000 new 
cops and even developed 
the hashtag #1KCops in 
response to some of the op-
posing views out there,” he 
said. 

The Safety Beyond Polic-
ing campaign, a group that 
opposes the city investing 
in hiring more police of-
ficers, has started a #NoN-
ewNYPD petition, while 
New Yorkers Against Brat-
ton is advocating for Brat-
ton’s firing.

In one tweet, Occupy 
Wall Street NYC asks, “@

RoryLancman what is your 
cut if NYPD is funded for 
#1kCops? You are vile.” 
In other tweets, the group 
questions his support of 
Bratton and his support of 
$97 million in spending fol-
lowing recommendations 
from #NoNewNYPD. 

Lancman co-authored a 
police chokehold bill that 
would charge and pros-
ecute police officers for us-
ing chokeholds. 

Chokeholds are illegal 
under NYPD regulations, 
but the NYPD’s Civilian 
Complaint Review Board 
released a report on about 
1,000 complaints in which 
officers used chokeholds. 
Only a small number of 
complaints were ques-
tioned. 

The legislation would es-
tablish a municipal offense 
“of criminally negligent in-
fliction of physical injury.”

Lancman also created 
the Committee on Courts 

and Legal Services at City 
Hall to form legislation to 
help New Yorkers navigate 
the legal system when they 
find themselves summoned 
for minor offenses and/
or infractions within the 
courts. 

Dde Blasio previously 
vowed to veto the chokehold 
bill in its current state. 

The fact that the bill has 
29 sponsors means that the 
bill has enough support to 
become law and that they 
may have enough members 
to overturn a veto. But he 
said compromise is an op-
tion on the table as well.

“The mayor really has 
to come forward with how 
he would like to see the bill 
written to earn his sup-
port,” he said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Police

warned that the death toll 
could climb past 10,000.

The Nepalese commu-
nity, centered in Elmhurst, 
Jackson Heights and Wood-
side, made Diversity Plaza 
their own on Sunday with 
over a thousand on hand 
for a prayer vigil. Thou-
sands more made their way 
to Jackson Heights as the 
vigils continued around 
the clock the entire week.

The New York Nepalese 
Football Club organized the 
gatherings and had raised 
over $32,000 by midweek. 
They plan to wire the mon-
ey to their club president, 
who is in Nepal’s ancient 
capital, Kathmandu. 

“Whenever the country 
is in pain we unite and try 
to help the best we can,” 
organizer Pralay Raj Bhan-
dari said. “A lot of our fami-
lies are safe, although one 
player lost his uncle. We are 
raising funds and we’re ac-
cepting clothing and food, 
anything that might make 
life easier back home.”

The football club re-
ceived permission from the 
city to hold a larger prayer 
vigil at the Pedestrian Plaza 
in Times Square from 8 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. this Friday. Their 
place at Diversity Plaza will 
be taken by members of the 

United Sherpa Association 
of Elmhurst who will con-
tinue the prayer vigils and 
fund-raising.

“We had over 400 attend 
a service in our temple last 
Sunday,” United Sherpa As-
sociation President Agha 
Saleh said. “We have raised 
over $23,000 for the victims 
of this tragedy and we won’t 
stop collecting.”

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) wants members 
of Queens’ Nepalese and 
South Asian community to 
know that his office “stands 
ready to help” anyone in 
need of assistance. City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said, 
“On Sunday, I joined my 
constituents in Diversity 

Plaza as a show of support 
for the earthquake victims. 
Many established organi-
zations, such as Adhikaar, 
the Red Cross and UNICEF 
need our support in the 
form of cash contributions, 
This is the best way we can 
help right now.”

Adhikaar, a non-profit 
Nepali human rights foun-
dation, created an IndieGo-
Go page to raise money and 
the American Nepali Medi-
cal Foundation has collect-
ed $170,000 so far. The U.S. 
Agency for International 
Development has sent a di-
saster response team of 130 
humanitarians and search-
and-rescue workers, while 
the United States pledged 
$10 million in relief assis-
tance.

Continued from Page 1 

Plaza

Thousands flock to Diversity Plaza for prayer vigils 
and fund-raising after the Nepal earthquake tragedy. 

Photo courtesy Jeff Simmons



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AY
 3

, 2
01

5
10

members Jeffrion Aubry 
(D-Corona) and David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and Council members 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
and Ruben Wills (D-South 
Ozone Park). 

The funds that Move 
NY would collect from 
the tolls are estimated 
to be $1.5 billion annu-
ally. Those funds would be 
split between transit and 
roadway improvements 
for New Yorkers. The plan 
would also provide enough 
revenue for the funding of 
a $15 billion bond issue for 
the MTA.

“It is critical that we 
find more stable transit 
funding sources other than 
from the driving and rid-
ing commuters’ pockets to 
fill deep budget gaps,” the 
statement said. “Moreover, 
this proposal is not unlike 
the many other unfulfilled 
promises introduced over 
the years.”

But while riders would 
be affected by the impo-
sition of new tolls, oth-

ers cite the need for an 
improved and affordable 
transit system. The strain 
on the transit system is 
only growing stronger and 
the infrastructure even 
weaker. 

Last week, the MTA 
released numbers that 
showed that ridership 
on the subway, LIRR and 

Metro North has been the 
highest since the 1940s. Ac-
cording to those numbers, 
the transit system record-
ed over 1.7 billion rides last 
year. 

Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) is 
against the opposition to 
the Move NY plan in neigh-
boring southeast Queens 

districts. He said the tran-
sit proposal would only 
benefit his constituents in 
southeast Queens and Far 
Rockaway. “As a represen-
tative of southeast Queens 
and Far Rockaway, no one 
is more jaded than my 
communities but we also 
cannot afford to do noth-
ing,” said Richards.

He said that it can cost 
up to $20 to get from Lau-
relton to the city on the 
LIRR. If those costs can be 
cut to one Metro card ride, 
he added, this could help 
middle-class homes in his 
district. As the chair of the 
City Council committee 
on environmental protec-
tion, he also believes that 
adding tolls might have a 
driver think twice about 
using his vehicle.  

After an MTA finance 
committee hearing Mon-
day, members were con-
cerned about not receiving 
funding from Albany and 
suggested that if revenue 
goals were not met, it could 
mean an additional 15 per-
cent fare hike for MTA cus-
tomers.

But MTA Chairman 
and CEO Thomas Pren-
dergast clarified the com-
ments in a statement, say-
ing “yesterday’s mention 
of a potential 15 percent 
fare and toll increase was 
a hypothetical answer to a 
hypothetical question. No 
one has proposed we pay 
for our capital needs on the 
backs of our riders, and no 
one is considering it.” 

Continued from Page 1 

MoveNY
coyote. It was then placed 
in a cage and handed over 
to animal control. 

The coyote originally 
evaded police even though 
it was cornered nearby at 
6222 Elliot Ave.

“He might have gotten 
away once, but not today,” 
said Capt. Mark Wachter, 
the 104th Precinct com-
manding officer, via Twit-
ter. 

There is still an unac-
counted Queens coyote that 
was spotted last month in 
Long Island City. Authori-
ties do not know if the coy-
ote caught in Middle Vil-
lage is the same one that 
was spotted in Long Island 
City on the roof of a bar.

Reach reporter Eric 
Jankiewicz by e-mail at 
ejankiewicz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Coyote

A proposal that puts the financial burden on Manhattan-bound drivers to pay for mass transit is 
drawing fire from Queens officials. 

VISIT US AT WWW.
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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