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Veteran Boxers Association 
of New York Inc.   

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Nearly 100 residents joined 

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) and the Broadway-Flushing 
Homeowners Association to pro-
test the reconstruction of a build-
ing in Broadway-Flushing they 
fear may become an illegal hotel 
again.

The building, located at 35-20 
156th St., which is permitted by 
the city to be a one-family dwell-
ing, is currently under construc-
tion to fix code violations issued 
by the city Department of Build-
ings, according to Avella. 

Residents have expressed con-
cerns over initial floor plans that 
call for more than a dozen bed-
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BY BILL PARRY

The oldest day-care and 
pre-K center in Corona 
is being forced to close in 
July, leaving 120 families 
searching for options. 

The Malcolm X Early 
Childhood Educational 

Center, located at 111-12 
Northern Blvd., will close 
after 42 years, following 
an announcement from the 
Administration for Chil-
dren’s Services that the 
center’s rent would double. 

The Malcolm X Center 
is sponsored by Sheltering 

Arms, an ACS contractor 
serving low-income fami-
lies. It will be forced to 
close the facility July 24, 
depriving the families of 
11 child-care programs and 
foster-care services.

“We’re sending out 500 
letters a week to every city 

BY BILL PARRY

The New York Pavilion in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
will be getting a $3 million make-
over for free, thanks to bridge and 
steel painters. Sometime in the 
fall, the rusted Tent of Tomorrow 
will be restored to its original 
“American cheese yellow” ac-
cording an official from the City 
Parks Department.

“Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park’s Tent of Tomorrow is an 
iconic symbol of Queens, but we 
haven’t been able to give it the 
treatment it deserves until now,” 
Parks Commissioner Mitchell Sil-
ver said Wednesday. “Thanks to a 
partnership with the Structural 
Steel Painters Union, the build-

BY TOM MOMBERG

The state Senate shot down a bill last week 
that would have given the city Department of 
Education the ability to set admission criteria 
for its nine designated specialized high schools, 

State Senate defeats bill to alter
admissions to elite high schools

Hope Cannaday (r.) leads a rally to 
save the oldest day care center in 
Corona from closing due to a rent hike. 

Pavilion to get
free paint job 
from trainees

Neighbors suspect illegal hotel

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 8

City shuts Corona daycare

One-family house
has 10 bedrooms

Arm wrestling gets serious at the 38th annual Big Apple Grapple at Cheap Shots in Jamaica Hills. Just ask Seth 
Barnett (c.) of Wakefield, R.I. who beats Richard Calera of Puerto Rico (r.) in the opening match.   

Photo by Michael Shain

GIVE HIM A HAND
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The New Home of Ring 8
Veteran Boxers Association of New York Inc

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth NY 
(718) 672-9696 

Open 7 days a week 8am-4am
 Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

FREE delivery & Free valet parking

VBA RING 8 NEW YORK
Every 3rd Tuesday of the Month 

Starting  @ 7 PM
www.ring8ny.com

www.oneillsmaspeth.com 



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, M
AY 10, 2015

3

BY BILL PARRY

The 5th annual LIC Art 
Open promises to be the 
biggest and best ever with 
more artists, larger venues, 
more sponsors and a more 
professional approach by 
its organizers.

Founder Richard Mazda 
has seen real estate booms 
in other neighborhoods im-
pact art communities to the 
point where  festivals have 
“diminished” in recent 
years whileethe LIC Arts 
Open grows stronger.  

“We started like a baby 
and grew into a child, now 
we’re just about to enter 
junior high,” he said. “The 
quality of the art has im-
proved because of the great 
venues, the artists want to 
show their best works and 
now we have the room to do 
it.”

The five-day festival be-
gins Wednesday and runs 

through Sunday with over 
500 artists involved. There 
are 65 venues, covering ev-
ery Long Island City neigh-
borhood, from The Local 
NYC, Open Door Restau-
rant, Resobox Gallery and 
Mazda’s own Secret The-
atre.

“This year we’ve also 
got huge spaces in The 
Falchi Building and right 
next door at The Factory 
LIC, two previously ‘tired’ 
warehouses who now have 
a new lease on life after ren-
ovations,” Mazda said. “It’s 
much bigger than anything 
we’ve ever done before.”

Carolina Penafiel, the 
director of Local Project, 
joined Mazda’s team as the 
events and exhibitions co-
ordinator and one of the 
five new curators who are 
working on the project. 
“I’m really looking forward 
to the Falchi and the Facto-
ry, they’re going to be elec-

tric,” she said. “There will 
be 80 to 90 artists in each of 
those buildings showing on 
multiple floors. The whole 
Open is better organized, 
people are more committed 
and I’ve loved the experi-
ence, it’s been great for me 
and for all my artists at Lo-
cal Project.”

Her non-profit organiza-
tion helps new artists get off 
the ground and assimilate 
into the LIC art community 
that is on display through-
out the festival. City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), who served 
as an award presenter at 
Tuesday’s annual garden 
party fund-raiser that kick-
off the Open, explained how 
the community is at the 
core.

“The LIC Arts Open 
has helped put Long Island 
City’s cultural scene on the 
map,” Van Bramer said. 
“Each year I am proud to 

support this one-of-a-kind 
event which helps raise the 
profile of Long Island City’s 
vibrant mix of artists, gal-
leries and studios. Local 
artists play a tremendous 
role in our community and 
the LIC Arts Open allows 
them to shine.”

A unique feature to the 
Open takes place on Satur-
day and Sunday when over 
200 artists open their stu-
dios to the public to share 
their work. Another high-
light of the festival is Neigh-
borhood Night Out, where 
each night is dedicated to a 
specific area of Long Island 
City such as Court Square 
or Hunters Point.

The Open comes to an 
end on Sunday, May 17, with 
a closing party at the Court 
Square Studios, at 21-38 44th 
Rd. There will be a concert 
presentation of “Hair” and 
a silent auction of a hun-
dred pieces of art.

Richard Mazda celebrates the start of the 5th annual LIC Arts 
Open and his 60th birthday at a kickoff garden party. 

Photo by Bill Parry

LIC Arts Open turns 5
65 venues, more than 500 artists make it biggest yet

BY BILL PARRY
 
5Pointz is going back to 

school in Queens this week-
end. 

The curators of the 
former graffiti mecca in 
Long Island City, Jonathan 
“Meres One” Cohen and 
Marie Cecile Flaguel, were 
reuniting with 100 aerosol 
artists and descending on 
August Martin High School 
in Springfield Gardens for 
a unique project.

The artists were help-
ing a team of 20 youths 
called “Operation Skittles” 
transform the white-walled 
corridors of the school into 
spaces of art and inspira-
tion. Over the course of 
Saturday and Sunday the 
combined groups expect to 
brighten the entire school 
with original artwork.

“I can’t imagine a bet-
ter way to keep the spirit of 
5Pointz alive in Queens,” 
Cecile Flaguel said, adding 

that this would be the first 
time that an entire school 
in New York City had been 
painted with art, in 48 
hours.

Flaguel and Syreeta 
Gates, the “dream direc-
tor” of the Future Project 
at August Martin, have 
worked closely as a team 
to make the project hap-
pen. The response to the 
artists’ call made by Meres 
One has been “overwhelm-
ing” and their generosity 
“humbling,” according to 
Flaguel.

“They’re all donating 
their time and all of the sup-
plies that are necessary for 
this project to succeed,” she 
said. Their common goal is 
to inspire the students and 
change one wall at a time at 
the high school once known 
as “the worst in Queens.”

The school had a gradu-
ation rate of 39 percent in 
2013 and got an “F” in stu-
dent performance and prog-

ress, according to the city 
Department of Education. 
“We want to make it a place 
where students want to be, 
want to learn again – that’s 
the inspiration that we’re 
hoping to provide with this 
project,” Flaguel said.

This is also the first ma-
jor project in Queens for 
the 5Pointz aerosol artists 
since they lost their home at 
22-44 Jackson Ave. in Long 
Island City in January 
2014. The block-long ware-
house complex belonged to 
Jerry Wolkoff, who went on 
to demolish it to make way 
for two luxury high-rise 
residential towers on the 
three-acre site.

On the night of Nov. 19, 
2013, Wolkoff gave the order 
for workers to whitewash 
over more than 350 murals 
of street art after Brooklyn 
Federal Court Judge Fred-
eric Block ruled against the 
5Pointz artists who sued to 
save their work.

Since then, the artists 
have scattered while Meres 
One created the art for a 
promotional campaign for 
New York City’s newest 
professional sports team, 
The New York City Foot-
ball Club. His logo could be 
seen on buses, billboards, 
and even the JumboTron in 
Times Square. Meres One 
also had a successful solo 
show at Brooklyn’s Low-
brow Artique.

August Martin High 
School is located at 156-10 
Baisley Ave. in Springfield 
Gardens.  The painting 
event is not be open to the 
public. The completed proj-
ect will be revealed in June 
with a large art show fea-
turing the works from the 
artists and the students.

“This is not about going 
to a school and painting for 
a weekend,” Cecile Flaguel 
said. “This is the beginning 
of a long relationship with 
the school and its students.  

5Pointz artists reunite to paint August Martin HS

5Pointz aerosol artists are painting August Martin High School 
this weekend. Photo courtesy #queensdreamers member Latoya
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A KFC Corporation fran-
chisee which operates 13 
stores in Queens, Brooklyn 
and Manhattan agreed to 
pay $375,000 in restitution 
for several labor-law vio-
lations, the state attorney 
general announced.

The company, Divine In-
vestors LLC,  and its owner, 
Hiren Patel, violated labor 
laws such as requiring em-
ployees to continue to work 
after they clocked out, not 
paying all required over-
time and failing to cover 
the cost of laundering em-
ployees’ uniforms, accord-
ing to the settlement. More 
than 700 current and for-
mer employees are eligible 
for restitution under the 
settlement.

Divine Investors and Pa-
tel own and operate the KFC 
franchise on 140-04 Queens 
Blvd. near the corner of 
Hillside Avenue. Patel is 
also part owner in 27 other 
KFC franchises, including 
eight located in Flushing, 
Jamaica and Woodside.

“This KFC franchisee 
ignored certain basic laws 
protecting his low-wage 
workers, and this is simply 
not acceptable,” said At-
torney General Eric Sch-
neiderman. “In New York, 
we have one set of rules for 
everyone, and all employers 
must comply with our labor 
laws.”

During the investigation 
into Divine Investors and 
Patel, the AG’s team found 
that Patel regularly failed to 
pay proper overtime to em-
ployees who worked more 
than 40 hours per week, on 
occasion required employ-
ees to continue working af-
ter clocking out and treated 
certain managers as exempt 
from the overtime pay re-
quirement. He also failed 
to pay workers for “call-in 
pay,” or compensation for 
being called in to work and 
then being sent home before 

clocking in or being sent 
home early and required ca-
shiers to pay cash register 
shortages out of their pocket 
in order to keep their jobs, 
according to court records.

“Finally we’re getting 
some restitution for the 
way we were treated on the 
job,” said Shenita Simon, a 
Queens mother of four who 
worked at a KFC franchise 
owned by Patel from 2011 
to 2014. “No one deserves 
to be intimidated on the job 
or have their wages stolen. 
This settlement is proof that 
when workers join together, 
we’re able to hold our em-
ployers accountable to the 
law. It is a good first step in 
ensuring that all low-wage 
workers in New York State 
are treated with dignity and 
respect.”

In addition to the pay-

ments, Divine will desig-
nate internal compliance 
officers responsible for 
ensuring labor law compli-
ance going forward. For the 
next three years, the com-
pliance officers will provide 
the attorney general’s office 
with quarterly reports and 
payroll documents to en-
sure that Divine complies 
with labor laws.

Since 2011, Schneider-
man has secured more than 
$20 million in restitution for 
more than 17,000 workers 
across New York, and recov-
ered more than $2 million 
in restitution and penalties 
for the state. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED

SHRIMP PLATTER FISH & CHIPS PLATTER

The owner of the KFC franchise on Queens Boulevard in Jamaica 
had been overworking and underpaying his employees at this loca-
tion, according to the attorney general.  Courtesy of Yum Brands

Queens KFC owner settles
$375K for labor offenses

FOR HYPER-LOCAL NEWS, 
VISIT US AT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY BILL PARRY

Gwen Redman’s dream came 
true April 19. She renewed her 
vows with her husband William, 
25 years after they eloped, in an 
extravagant celebration made 
possible through donations from 
businesses and vendors, and the 
help of a childhood friend.

“It was a fairy tale come true. 
I’m still in awe of what went on 
that day,” Redman said as she 
waited for her latest radiation 
treatment. She is battling breast 
cancer for the second time in 15 
years, having already had a mas-
tectomy as well as a liver trans-
plant in 2014.

The lack of funds as a result of 
medical bills and other expenses 
had prevented the LeFrak City 
couple from envisioning how to 
make the special day a reality. 
That’s when former high school 
classmate Stephanie Richardson 
got involved, using her experi-
ence as an event planner to ar-
range for the couple’s big day.

Over the next several months, 
Richardson sent over 2,000 emails 
to everyone she could think of 
– from Bill Gates to Oprah Win-
frey. She shared Gwen’s story 
with anyone who would listen, 

knowing that it would be a pow-
erful tool for recruiting donors.

The first yes came from Klein-
feld Bridals who “gifted” a pink 
wedding gown. The Foundry 
donated its huge event space, a 

favorite for weddings, at 42-38 
Ninth  St. in  Long Island City. 
Soon Richardson had lined up a 
caterer, a DJ, a photographer and 
a celebrant. Others followed for 
the invitations, flowers, rings and 
tuxedos.

The entire event for 80 friends 
and family members was free, and 
a surprise to Gwen.

“My family didn’t say a word 
about it,” she said. “Stephanie told 
me she was throwing a birthday 
party for herself. When I saw that 
big white Bentley pull up, I should 
have known.”

Richardson was pleasantly sur-
prised that the “fantasy wedding” 
remained a secret. “I was afraid 
the Bentley was a dead giveaway,” 
she said. “It was all so beautiful, I 
couldn’t have picked a better day, 
the whole ambience was wonder-
ful. Gwen was having the time of 
her life, occasionally breaking 
down and shedding tears of joy, 
and William is usually a quiet, 
reserved guy, but you couldn’t get 
him off that dance floor.”

After all the hardships and 
health struggles, the couple, who 
met while working at the Flush-
ing Post Office, finally lived their 
dream.

“Gwen has been literally fight-
ing for her life every day for years, 
just to be able to wake up the next 
day to live, love and laugh,” Rich-
ardson said. “We will be forever 
grateful to the countless people 
who helped make her wish come 
true, and enabled us to give this 
day to her, her husband and to 
their families.”

Gwen was still laughing about 
it weeks later, as she was waiting 
for more treatment. 

“Knowing everything I’ve been 
through over the years, it was re-
ally magical,” she said. “Stepha-
nie did such a wonderful job mak-
ing me feel like a princess.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

William and Gwen Redman have the time of their lives at a wedding vows renewal 
celebration last month. Photo courtesy Stephanie Richardson

Cancer survivor’s vows renewal a dream come true
Area business, supporters donate everything from fancy venue to pink wedding gown
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Resistance is building 
in Queens against the city’s 
plan to rezone major swaths 
of New York City to include 
affordable housing. 

Residents and officials 
in Queens are rejecting the 
city’s plans to change zon-
ing rules and regulations 
in many neighborhoods. 
Even though the city has 
not identified any particu-
lar neighborhoods, many 
in Queens are worried that 
the character and comfort 
of their neighborhoods will 
be ruined by overcrowding. 

The city released the 
Housing New York plan in 
May. In that plan, it identi-
fied the need for 200,000 af-
fordable housing units over 
the next decade.

The plan argues for 
building and preserving af-
fordable housing through 
a series of strategies like 
modernizing zoning regu-
lations and promoting se-
nior housing, according to 
the city Department of City 

Planning.
But members of Queens’ 

community boards are re-
jecting the city’s plans and 
characterization of their 
neighborhoods’ zoning 
rules. 

“Our current zoning is 
not at all ‘outdated,’ but is 
actually the result of pains-
taking efforts within the 
last 10 years by DCP and CB 
9,” members of Community 
Board 9, which represents 
Forest Hills and other ar-
eas, argued in a letter ad-
dressed to the city.

The letter continued, 
“They collaborated to up-
date the 1961 zoning to 
achieve a contextual re-
zoning that recognizes 
and preserves the existing 
residential character of our 
community, while still al-
lowing for future develop-
ment of housing along doz-
ens of designated corridors 
throughout the district.” 

Members of the commu-
nity board have not com-
pletely rejected the plans. 

 BY SADEF ALI KULLY

As private company 
garbage trucks roam the 
streets huffing and puffing 
to pick up trash from busi-
ness to business, the city’s 
private waste industry has 
come under scrutiny for 
failure to recycle and the 
troubling working condi-
tions of private sanitation 
workers. 

On a recent night of 
waste pick-up along 32nd 
Avenue in Astoria, private 
garbage trucks could be 
seen driving on the wrong 
side of a two-way street – 
along with private sanita-
tion workers riding along 
the back end of the truck 
for several blocks, work-
ers wearing makeshift 
uniforms, trucks in near 
decrepit conditions, and 
waste being mixed with 
separated recyclable mate-
rials.

At the Brooklyn Trans-
fer Station on Thames 
Street, private garbage 
trucks came in and out of 
the station dropping off the 
city’s waste. Recycled waste 
does not always end up re-
cycled. 

Transfer stations are 
supposed to collect city 
waste, separate recycling 
and send the rest of the 
waste to landfills in gigan-
tic semi-trucks. 

“If recycling is picked 
up together, then it does not 
get separated on the other 
end,” said Plinio Cruz-Al-

varez, a former private san-
itation worker and union 
organizer for Local Union 
No. 813. 

The City Council’s Com-
mittee on Sanitation and 
Solid Waste Management 
held a hearing April 29 to 
discuss sustainability in 
the private commercial 
waste industry and the 
lack of a check-and-balance 
system in place to address 
worker conditions with the 
city’s Department of Sanita-
tion and Business Integrity 
Commission. 

Sanitation Commission-
er Kathryn Garcia said dur-
ing the hearing that to ac-
complish the 2015 One NYC 
goal of reducing 90 percent 

of commercial waste by 
2030, the DSNY would be 
working aggressively with 
city agencies and commu-
nity organizations.

Despite its influence, 
the Sanitation Department 
has no say in private sani-
tation workers’ conditions, 
according to Garcia. Com-
missioner Daniel Brownell 
of the Business Integrity 
Commission said the juris-
diction for those workers 
fell under the federal Occu-
pational Safety and Health 
Administration. 

“You guys are involved 
in all the regulations but 
not worker safety,”  said 
Councilman Antonio Rey-
noso (D-Brooklyn), chair-

manof the Committee on 
Sanitation and Solid Waste 
Management.. “Maybe I 
could see why we advance 
in some goals but not oth-
ers,”  

Garcia also mentioned 
at the hearing that Sanita-
tion did not regulate private 
waste facilities in the city. 

Recently, the Transform 
Don’t Trash NYC coalition 
released a report indicat-
ing that city’s businesses 
generate about 5.5 million 
tons of waste per year, 2 
million tons more than the 
city told the public under 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion, according to the advo-
cacy group. 

High rises like this one are rare in Kew Gardens but, under 
a proposed rezoning from Mayor de Blasio, denser housing 
could become more common there and in Forest Hills.  

Photo by Michael Shain

A private waste transfer hub mixes recycling and regular waste, despite being separated during pick-
up, into a contracted truck which will transport the waste to a landfill.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Forest Hills residents
reject city’s rezoningPrivate carters eyed

City hearing questions waste worker safety, recycling
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Feederally Insured by NCUA

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

A Queens substitute teacher 
who was recently arrested during 
a drug raid taught at nine schools 
across the borough after drop-
ping out of high school for several 
years as a teenager and earning 
her diploma as an adult last year. 

Police raided an Ozone Park 
house on Sutter Avenue last week 
where Gloria Chamorro, now 24, 
lives with her family. Her boy-
friend Luis Lizardo was the target 
of the raid, according to a spokes-
woman for the Special Narcotics 
Office. 

In the house, police found 10 
grams of heroin along with such 
drug-related items as hundreds of 
the wax bags often used to distrib-
ute heroin, a stamper, an ink pad, 
rubber bands and a strainer, the 
Special Narcotics Office said.

Chamorro and Lizardo, 36, 
were then charged last week in 
Manhattan Criminal Court with 
several counts of criminal posses-
sion of a controlled substance and 
criminally using drug parapher-
nalia, authorities said. Both plead-
ed not guilty. And Chamorro was 

suspended without pay, according 
to a spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Education. Bail was set at 
$20,000 for Lizardo and Chamorro 

was released on her own recogni-
zance.

Soon after being released, 
Chamorro voluntarily entered an 

inpatient rehab clinic, her family 
said. 

Chamorro, who is a sub stitute 
teacher and a school bus aide, 
confessed to authorities that she 
attempted to flush heroin down 
the sink during the raid as police 
were trying to enter the home, ac-
cording to the criminal complaint 
filed by the Manhattan district at-
torney’s office.

“These allegations are disturb-
ing,” said DOE spokeswoman Dev-
ora Kaye. “Ms. Chamorro was im-
mediately suspended without pay, 
and is away from any students.”

As a substitute, Chamor-
ro worked in several schools 
throughout Queens with children 
in elementary and junior high 
schools, according to authorities. 
She began work as a substitute 
in September 2014. Earlier that 
year, she earned her high school 
diploma from the adult section of 
the Charles Henry Churn Chris-
tian Academy, a private school in 
Brooklyn. 

“I always want to hear that stu-
dents succeeded after they leave 
here,” said Linda Hunts, a teacher 
who taught Chamorro  at the acad-

emy and remembers her as “the 
student who asked a lot of ques-
tions.” 

She continued, “So it’s very sad 
to hear this happened to her.” 

Chamorro dropped out of the 
school when she was a teenager, 
according to Hunts, and returned 
to the school last year to complete 
her high school degree. 

According to the DOE, sub-
stitute teachers do not have any 
 education requirements. A rela-
tive of the family who did not want 
to be identified said Chamorro 
dropped out of high school after 
she met Lizardo, who is more than 
10 years older than she is. 

“Ever since she met him things 
have gotten bad,” the relative said. 

Chamorro, according to a con-
fidential source, worked regularly 
at JHS 202, PS/IS 295, PS 139 in 
Rego Park, PS 105 in Far Rock-
away and The Pioneer Academy. 
Some of the schools also reported 
that Chamorro had attendance is-
sues and JHS 202 and PS/IS 295 did  
not want her back because of this 
problem. Chamorro also worked at 
several other schools for just a day 
or two. 

Gloria Chamorro was arrested at her house in Ozone Park during a drug raid. Her 
day job is teaching kids.  Photo by Eric Jankiewicz

Queens teacher in rehab after drug charges
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leader we can think of,” Mal-
colm X Early Childhood Di-
rector Hope Cannaday said. 
“So far we haven’t heard a 
thing from the city.”

Families of the 120 chil-
dren have taken part in two 
rallies in recent weeks.

 “We’re trying anything 
we can to get the word out,” 
Cannady said. “This is 
an issue that’s happening 
across the city.”

The families were pro-
vided a list of all child-care 
facilities in a three-mile ra-
dius by an ACS representa-
tive as well as information 
on other pre-K programs. 
Parents complain that 
these programs are already 
filled.

“It’s sad that the center 
is closing because the city 
and the landlord could not 
reach a financial agree-
ment,” Cannady said. “A 
school shouldn’t be closed 
for that reason, not when 
it does so well.” She added 
that the only political lead-
ers that have been helpful 
are state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) and City 

Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst).

“The Council Member 
is worried about those who 
need to work and are miss-
ing days because they don’t 
have childcare,” a Ferreras 
spokeswoman said. “Many 
families here have fragile 
arrangements and depend 
on UPK so they can work 
and support their house-
holds. Our office has been 
reaching out to parents and 
coordinating with ACS and 
the DOE to place those chil-
dren in surrounding UPK 
programs asap.”

Peralta believes the 
ideal solution is to relocate 
the facility saying, “Mal-
colm X Early Childhood 
Educational Center has 
been serving our neighbor-
hood for more than four 
decades, and it’s a school 
that needs to be open at the 
current location or some-
where close to it.”

Noting that Corona is 
an immigrant community, 
Peralta added, “this is about 
leveling the playing field 
so every child in the city, 
from Corona to Park Slope 
to SoHo, has the same op-
portunities to succeed. The 
Malcolm X day-care center 

Continued from Page 1 

Malcolm X
like Queens High School 
for the Sciences at CUNY 
York College.

The bill, S1787A, intro-
duced into the Senate by 
state Sen. Adriano Espail-
lat (D-Manhattan), would 
have removed the Special-
ized High School Admis-
sions Test, or SHSAT, as 
the sole evaluation mea-
sure for admittance into 
the high schools. The top 
scores win the coveted 
seats without consider-
ation for gender, race or 
any other criteria.

Because students who 
attend the specialized 
high schools are largely 
accepted from higher-in-
come neighborhoods, the 
bill had sought to bring 
diversity to the schools by 
allowing the DOE to take 
grade point average, per-
sonal statements and let-
ters of recommendation 
into account for admit-
tance.

The bill’s written jus-
tification: “Using this test 
as the sole basis for admis-

sion further exacerbates 
the racial gap persistent 
in the enrollment of these 
schools … Research has 
consistently shown that 
minorities perform worse 
on standardized test than 
their white counterparts. 
However, these students 
are no less capable or in-
telligent.”

The bill cited research 
showing that most stu-
dents in the specialized 
high schools are either 
white or Asian, although 
the vast makeup of city 
public schools is Hispanic 
and black.

According to a 2012-
2013 study conducted by 
the New York City Inde-
pendent Budget Office9, 
students in the specialized 
high schools came from 
census tracts where the 
median household income 
averaged roughly $62,500, 
as opposed to an average of 
about $46,400 in other city 
high schools.

Only 11 percent of spe-
cialized high school stu-
dents came from the low-
est income census tracts, 
whereas 30 percent of stu-
dents in other high schools 

come from those areas, the 
IBO found. 

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing), 
who like many elected of-
ficials in the city once at-
tended one of the special-
ized schools, cited some of 
those very same studies to 
applaud the Senate’s vote 
against the bill, speaking 
in favor of the SHSAT.

She testified before the 
Senate floor, pointing out 
research from the IBO, 
the city Comptroller’s Of-
fice and New York Univer-
sity, all of which concluded 
multiple admissions crite-
ria decreases diversity.

“Every single child has 
the ability to excel on the 
SHSAT. It is our responsi-
bility to give them the sup-
port and resources to do 
so,” Stavisky said.

The state senator and 
graduate of the Bronx High 
School of Science said the 
racial gap in standardized 
testing is a more deeply en-
trenched issue in the city’s 
education system.

“Unfortunately the 
results of the SHSAT re-
flect an education system 
that does not serve low-

income and minority stu-
dents as well as it serves 
the wealthy,” she said in 
a statement. “That is why 
I have advocated for more 
funding for universal pre-
K, more gifted and tal-
ented programs in under-
served neighborhoods and 
free SHSAT prep courses 
in African-American and 
Latino communities.”

The reports that 
Stavisky cited came to 
those conclusions by 
comparing student demo-
graphics in eight of the 
city DOE’s specialized 
high schools with that of 
La Guardia High School 
in Manhattan, which also 
bases admissions on audi-
tion criteria. 

All eighth graders and 
first-time ninth graders 
who live in the five bor-
oughs are eligible to take 
the SHSAT. Scores ac-
ceptable for admittance 
depend on the school and 
vary each year.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4573.

Continued from Page 1 
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BY MADINA TOURE

A Yonkers company is 
hosting a fund-raiser for 
a Whitestone woman who 
was fatally shot by a former 
resident of a Bronx home-
less shelter she directed.

A party and silent auc-
tion, hosted by Rienas & 
Brown Wealth will be held 
June 25 from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m. at Rory Dolans at 890 
McLean Ave., which has 
donated the space and the 
food.

Ana Charle, 36, was 
the director of Project Re-
newal’s Bronx Boulevard, 
a homeless shelter at 4380 
Bronx Blvd. in the Wake-
field section of the Bronx. 

Charle was shot and 
killed April 27 allegedly by 
West Spruill, 39, a former 
resident of the shelter, ac-
cording to Bronx district 
attorney’s office.

The shelter is located on 
Bronx Boulevard between 
237th Street and Nereid 
Avenue near the Rienas & 
Brown company, which is 
across the bridge in Yon-
kers. 

The goal is to raise be-
tween $10,000 and $25,000, 
said Josh Brown, the com-
pany’s managing director.

Brown lived in Whites-
tone for more than 20 years 
and attended PS 209, the 
same school which Charle’s 
9-year-old and 11-year-old 
daughters attend. He said 
the event would raise funds 
for the girls’ college educa-
tion. 

“We’re doing a fund-
raiser, reaching out to peo-
ple who worked at her fa-
cility, her family and then 
ultimately with the money 
raised.  We’re going to basi-
cally open up a college plan 
for the kids and also give 
them immediate access to 
the funds,” Brown said.

At the silent auction, 
attorneys will be giving 
two simple wills valued at 
about $1,000 each for free to 
anyone who bids for them. 
Some accountants will also 
provide free counseling for 
the Form 1040, the US Indi-
vidual Income Tax Return, 
and restaurants will give 

out gift cards.
“Hopefully we can get 

the family to come attend 
as well as with the kids,” he 
said. 

Charle was found lying 
on the sidewalk in front of 
4366 Bullard Ave., accord-
ing to the police. She had 
a gunshot wound to the 
head.

Before shooting her, 
Spruill allegedly tried to 
rape her inside her car be-
fore she fled, the New York 
Post reported.

Spruill was charged 
with murder, manslaughter 
and criminal possession of 
a weapon, according to the 
criminal complaint filed by 
the Bronx DA.

The events leading up to 
the shooting and Spruill’s 
motive were still under in-
vestigation, according to a 
police spokesman. 

Spruill refused to come 
to Bronx Supreme Court 
last Friday, two days after 
he interrupted proceedings 
during his arraignment, 
according to Cesar Gonza-
lez, the attorney represent-
ing him. 

He made a request that 
he wished to represent 
himself, Gonzalez said. 
The next proceedings were 
scheduled for  this Wednes-
day. 

“I don’t know if he will 
be there,” Gonzalez said. “I 
don’t know if further inter-
vention from the court is 
going to be required.” 

Bayside resident Beth 
Rivera, 39, said Charle’s 
9-year-old daughter is in 
her son’s class. 

“The girls’ school had a 
grievance counselor come 
and speak to the classmates 
of both daughters’ classes 
about the fact that their 
mother passed away and 
how the class and friends 
can help support them dur-
ing this difficult time,” Ri-
vera said. 

In a statement, Project 
Renewal commended Char-
le and her work. 

“Ana was a dedicated, 
wonderful, and loving per-
son,” the statement read. 
“She worked tirelessly to 
improve the lives of oth-
ers.”

Mayor de Blasio said he 
was shocked by the “hor-
rific death.”

“The public servants at 
our city’s homeless shel-
ters work tirelessly to sup-
port New Yorkers living in 
shelter,and ensuring their 
safety is of utmost impor-
tance to us,” de Blasio said. 

Elected officials and 
community members in 
Wakefield called for the 
shelter’s closing. Council-
man Andrew Cohen (D-
Bronx) said the city Depart-
ment of Homeless Services 
only assigned peace officers 
to the site when de Blasio’s 
office intervened two days 
after the murder, despite 
the request he made in Feb-
ruary. 

Yonkers fi rm remembers
slain Whitestone woman 

                                        WEST SPRUILL  

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AY
 10

, 2
01

5
10

 

 

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

ing is being restored and 
beautified so that it will 
remain a source of pride 
for the entire borough, and 
a reminder of the World’s 
Fair, for years to come.”

This pro bono reclama-
tion project will be part of 
the union’s apprentice pro-
gram, so while the struc-
ture receives its makeover, 
the painters will gain 
valuable work experience. 
There is a practical benefit 
for the union as well.

“We always have the 
apprentices paint the In-
trepid, but now there’s too 
much stuff on the deck and 
no room to train them,” 
District Council #9 Busi-
ness Manager Joe Rama-

glia said. “Here they’ll have 
a place to train.”

The beautification proj-
ect will jump-start the 
initial $5.8 million renova-
tion of the New York State 
Pavilion that Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz made a priority when 
she took office last year. 
“We’re working hard to 
save this architectural 
marvel, and the face-lift is 
a great boon to our efforts,” 
she said. “We will restore 
this national treasure into 
a visible icon befitting ‘The 
World’s Borough,’ for gen-
erations of families and 
visitors to come. We want 
people to come here, to visit 
here, and come back here, 
and most importantly to 
spend their money here.”

Bill Goldstein, Mayor 
de Blasio’s senior advisor 

for Recovery, Resiliency 
and Infrastructure, was on 
hand to thank the New York 
Structural Steel Painting 
Contractors Association, 
the International Union of 
Painting and Allied Trades 
and Local 806 District 
Council 9 for “engaging” in 
the project.

“Making this project a 
part of the apprenticeship 
program both helps pre-
serve a historic structure 
and highlights the critical 
role apprenticeship pro-
grams play in the construc-
tion trades in New York 
City,” he said.

New York State Comp-
troller Thomas DiNapoli, 
perhaps stated it best when 
he said, “Millions of dollars 
of donated effort is a pretty 
good deal for us!”

rooms and eight bathrooms 
throughout the house, 
Avella said. 

“The problem has to 
manifest itself complete-
ly for the Department of 
Buildings to take action,” 
he said. 

Paul Graziano, an urban 
planning consultant and 
historic preservationist, 
also spoke at the rally. 

He expressed skepticism 
about the house being used 
as a single family home, 
pointing out the reception 
area that currently exists 
on the first floor. 

“Single family homes 
don’t have reception areas,” 
Graziano said.

Maria Becce, a member 
of the Broadway-Flushing 
Homeowners Association, 
agreed, but credited the 
DOB with sending out in-
spectors to the property. 

“The Department of 
Buildings needs more tools 
to get their job done,” Becce 
said. 

Four violations were is-
sued against the property 
in 2006 and another four 
in 2014, according to a DOB 
spokesman. 

A full stop work order ex-
ists on the property, which 
means that no construction 
work can be done on the 
property at this time, the 
spokesman said. The prop-

erty has received a total of 
50 complaints, all of which 
are closed.

The DOB issued a 15-day 
intent to revoke the permit 
for the project April 27 due 
to an objection regarding 
the questionable layout in 
single-family residence. 

Broadway-Flushing resi-
dent Maria Wilson, 72, who 
lives on 169th Street and 
32nd Avenue, who has been 
living in the neighborhood 
for 35 years, referred to the 
DOB as the “department of 
bastards.”

The agency does not 
listen to the people, doing 
whatever they want to do, 
Wilson said. 

“This is a disgrace,” 
she said. “It doesn’t belong 
here. This is a hotel.” 

The property is owned 
by Qin Jin Yang, according 
to a statement prepared by 
Robert Wong, the attorney 
representing the family.

Yang is moving into the 
home with her husband, 
their four adult children, a 
son-in-law, a daughter-in-
law and their infant grand-
child who intend to use the 
property as their residence 
after its renovation.

Wong described them as 
hard-working Chinese im-
migrants from the Fuzhou 
province of China. 

The family learned of 
the rally April 29, a day be-
fore the rally took place, the 
statement said, and were 
not notified by the rally or-
ganizers. 

Last March, the DOB ap-
proved Yang’s original plan 
for 14 bedrooms, Wong said. 
She submitted an amended 
plan to the DOB April 15 
that reduced the number of 
bedrooms to 10. 

The amended plan also 
changed the main entrance 
from the side to the center 
of the house, according to 
the statement. 

It removed a bedroom 
and roughly 200 square feet 
of floor space on the second 
floor to create a two-story 
high ceiling entrance hall 
with a spiral stairway lead-
ing from the first door to a 
viewing balcony on the sec-
ond floor.

The DOB denied the 
amended plan, which Wong 
believes was due to public 
pressure. 

The family’s residence 
is being misunderstood, 
likely because of their eth-
nic background, cultural 
difference and language 
barrier, he said. 

“It’s kind of sad that 
they didn’t really bother 
trying to contact my clients 
and speak to us before they 
had the rally,” he said.

Avella said he plans to 
introduce legislation that 
would grant the DOB ac-
ccess to a property at any 
time, which he said the 
City Council would likely 
reject.

Continued from Page 1 
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