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  The TimesLedger Newspapers, a subsidiary of the Community News Group, is honoring the unsung 
heroes of Queens again this year.

  These are the people whose often invisible hands shape the futures of the borough’s most vulnerable 
residents with programs to motivate at-risk children and day care to free up struggling parents to work.  
Some of our honorees are volunteers who have established projects to revitalize their communities, clean 
the gritty streets and stage annual events that inspire their neighbors.  Still others like doctors have up-
graded medical care in the borough, while directors and cultural collaborators have enhanced the already 
lively arts scene in Queens.

  We have selected 25 people to receive our second round of Queens Impact Awards.  This was no easy task.  
We had many nominations from across the borough and we were struck again by the selflessness shown by 
so many members of the Queens community who extend themselves to make a difference.  The nominees 
form an intriguing list of doers and entrepreneurs: a volunteer who provides spinal surgeries for the poor 
around the world, a couple who bring free Shakespeare to Queens public parks every summer and a Little 
League commissioner who has overseen 47 seasons in Bayside.

 Their combined expertise  covers environmental science, the law, prenatal medicine, coffee roasting, 
theater directing and arts management, among other fields.

We were reminded once more why we decided to hold this event in the first place to acknowledge the con-
tributions to the borough from a remarkable group of nominees.  And there are legions more waiting in the 
wings to be recognized for their work.

  We have profiled all of the Impact winners.  Do take time to read their stories.  Many arrived at Point 
B after zigzagging through life from Point A, stopping along the way to acquire the skills that are making 
Queens a far better and kinder place to live.
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2015 Queens Impact Awards 
Honorees 

for your tireless efforts and
dedicated service to our community.

Thank you for helping make Queens
a great place to live and work.

Congratulations
to the



5  TIMESLEDGER.COM QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS, MAY 8–14, 2015BT FT TL

(718) 286-3000
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info@queensbp.org

CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE

PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH OF QUEENS
120-55 QUEENS BOULEVARD

KEW GARDENS, NEW YORK 11424
MELINDA KATZ
PRESIDENT

May 8, 2015

Dear Friends:

On behalf of the 2.3 million residents of Queens, “The World’s Borough,” I would like to express our congratulations to
the 26 incredible people who are being recognized in this edition of the TimesLedger Newspapers and at your May 14
gala for being unsung heroes who have greatly contributed to the betterment of our borough.

Queens is the most diverse county in the United States and your list of unsung heroes certainly reflects that diversity,
most especially in the many different ways your honorees have worked “under the radar” to make the lives of their
neighbors better. They all deserve our thanks and are all worthy of the recognition they are receiving from the
TimesLedger Newspapers.

The TimesLedger Newspapers also deserves to be commended for honoring these 26 wonderful unsung heroes.  A lot of
work went in behind the scenes in putting this special tribute together and the company’s entire staff deserves praise for
the hard work and dedication they showed in preparing this issue, which will certainly be enjoyed by all its readers.

Thanks again to the TimesLedger Newspapers for their efforts to identify and honor these unsung heroes with this special
issue. It is most fitting and proper that we recognize the individuals who make Queens such a fantastic place to live, work
and visit.

Sincerely,

Melinda Katz
President
Borough of Queens



6    TIMESLEDGER.COMQUEENS IMPACT AWARDS, MAY 8–14, 2015 BT FT TL

Kareem R Vessup Esq, congratulates  

LEANDRE JACQUES ESQ  
ON RECEIVING THE QUEENS IMPACT AWARD 2015.

Well done!

Sharon Ecke & Andrea Scarborough
congratulate

Barbara Brown
on receiving the Queens Impact Award 2015.

We are proud of you.

Lidia Bastianich is 
an acclaimed chef and 
restaurateur special-
izing in Italian cui-
sine, author of multiple 
cookbooks and host of 
several popular TV pro-
grams. 

She is owner of Fe-
lidia Restaurant on 
Manhattan’s East Side, 
Lidia’s Kansas City 
and Lidia’s Pittsburgh. 

Along with her son, 
Joseph, and his busi-
ness partner, Mario 
Batali, she is co-owner 
of other New York City 
Italian hot spots, Bec-
co, Esca and Del Posto. 

In 2010, the trio, 
along with Oscar Fari-
netti, opened Eataly, a 
huge venue in Manhat-
tan’s Flatiron District, 
which specializes in ar-
tisanal Italian fare and 
offers culinary classes.

The concept recently 
expanded to Chicago 
and will soon open in 
Los Angeles and Sao 
Paolo, Brazil. 

Born in what is now 
Croatia, she is Queens’ 
own as a longtime resi-
dent.

With her daughter, 
Tanya, she has co-writ-
ten five cookbooks: 
“Lidia’s Commonsense 
Italian Cooking,” “Lid-
ia’s Favorite Recipes,” 
“Lidia’s Italy in Ameri-
ca,” “Lidia Cooks from 
the Heart of Italy” and “Lidia’s Italy.” 

Each cookbook was written as a companion piece to one of her Emmy award-
winning PBS’ series “Lidia’s Kitchen,” “Lidia’s Italy in America” and “Lidia’s 
Italy.”

On her own, Bastianich has published several books, including “Lidia’s Family 
Table,” “Lidia’s Italian Table” and “La Cucina di Lidia.” Her next cookbook is sched-
uled to be released in October. 

Since becoming a grandmother of five, her writing career has expanded into 
the world of children’s books. To date, she has published three books in her Lid-
ia’s Family Kitchen series for young readers, including “Nonna Tell Me a Story: 
Lidia’s Christmas Kitchen” and “Nonna’s Birthday Surprise.”

Bastianich serves as president of Tavola Productions, which she founded to 
produce culinary-themed TV programs. Last year, three of Tavola’s shows, “Lid-
ia’s Kitchen,” “Lidia Celebrates America” and Amy Thielen’s “Heartland Table” 
on the Food Network were nominated for a James Beard Award. 

Over the years she has won multiple James Beard Foundation prizes, includ-
ing the Best Chef in America award. 

She was also chosen to cook for Pope Benedict XVI in 2007.

QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS

Lidia Bastianich
Celebrated chef keynotes Impact Awards

LIDIA BASTIANICH
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

With the summer ap-
proaching, Alberto Bar-
reto knows gunshots will 
become common in Far 
Rockaway’s soundscape. 

Barreto is the direc-
tor of the Far Rockaway 
Drug Program, the only 
outpatient medical fa-
cility in the neighbor-
hood that serves drug 
addicts, many of whom 
are dealing with men-
tal illnesses. And since 
2000 – when he took over 
as head – Barreto has 
pioneered several ini-
tiatives to help isolated 
communities such as the 
Orthodox Jewish popula-
tion and the Latino com-
munity. The program’s 
most recent undertaking 
is an initiative that puts 
former drug addicts in 
a coaching relationship 

with teenagers who have 
drug problems. 

“There are a lot of 
chemical dependency is-
sues in Rockaway,” Bar-
reto said. “And there’s a 
lot of poverty here. There 
are also issues of domestic 
violence, trauma and rape. 
So when we deal with our 
patients, we’re dealing 
with all of these issues.”

Barreto first became 
interested in the prob-
lems caused by drug ad-
diction in 1985 when he 
interned at Manhasset 
Community Day Center 
and worked with teenag-
ers who were struggling 
with various addictions. 
His work at that time 
continues to influence 
his attitude towards 
treatment.

“With kids you have 
to always have a fresh 
approach,” Barreto said. 

“And I just really enjoy 
working with kids.” 

And most of his pa-
tients are kids, even if 
they aren’t minors. 

“Your mental age 
doesn’t change from the 
moment you begin to seri-
ously do drugs,” he said. 
“So you may be 40 years 
old, but if you started 
taking drugs at 16, that’s 
your age inside.”

Barreto was born in 
Colombia and moved to 
Queens when he was 5. 
Raised in Elmhurst, he 
went to St. John’s, major-
ing in political science 
and psychology. While 
in graduate school at 
New York University, 
he developed an interest 
in drug treatment and 
therapy.

Part of the dangers of 
working in drug treat-
ment, Barreto said, is 

that it can often cause 
people to burn out and 
become indifferent to 
the perpetual tragedy of 
drug abuse. That, he said, 
is why many drug treat-
ment centers are staffed 
by cold and indifferent 
workers. But for Barreto 
maintaining a warm, 
hospitable environment 
is just as important as 
the treatment itself. 

“There’s a lot of burn-
out in the industry,” he 
said. “You could call me 
an organizer and a moti-
vator.”

And so he has begun 
to train social and medi-
cal workers in the art of 
hospitality, much like 
the way in which hotel 
workers are trained. 
The goal of all this, he 
said, is to treat patients 
like humans, something 
many of them – often 
gang members and the 
formerly incarcerated — 
haven’t benefited from.

“They’re regular peo-
ple who have this prob-
lem and they need help 
to see the light at the end 
of the tunnel,” Barreto 
said. 

Alberto Barreto 
Drug counselor changes lives in Rockaway

ALBERTO BARRETO

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI
 
The Hunters Point 

area of Long Island City 
has been transformed 
and revitalized over the 
years, thanks to third-
generation resident Ter-
ri Adams, a dedicated 
volunteer who has been 
working tirelessly for 
community betterment.

“Though born in As-
toria, I’ve lived all my life 
in the Vernon Boulevard 
house my grandfather 
bought in 1920, which is 
also where I raised my 
son,” said Adams, who 
retired in the 1980s from 
the US Navy, where she 
was an operations su-
pervisor. Because of her 
desire to give back and 
make a difference, she 
then joined the Hunters 
Point Community Devel-
opment Corp. as a vol-

unteer, and later served 
as its executive director 
and president.

HPCDC worked with 
elected officials, Commu-
nity Board 2 and Queens 
West to bring waterfront 
development to Hunters 
Point. In the mid-1990s, 
HPCDC also worked close-
ly with the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 

“With four other 
groups, we became the 
Main Street Alliance,” 
Adams explained, recall-
ing that they held a Sales 
Day  with 72 vendors on 
Vernon Boulevard in 
1994. 

Under her leadership, 
HPCDC initiated an Eas-
ter Parade on Vernon Bou-
levard, and an egg hunt 
and Easter Bonnet contest 
in John Andrews Play-
ground. Halloween and 
Stop the Violence events 

were also held there.
Never one to let 

grass grow under her 
feet, Adams also start-
ed the annual Hunters 
Point Community Unity 
event in 1995. In recent 
years, “Team Adams” 
has worked with the 
108th Precinct to com-
bine Community Unity 
with National Night Out 
Against Crime.

And when she was not 
busy fighting crime, Ad-
ams organized the first 
Hunters Point Farmers 
Market in her spare time 
as well as the first Hunt-
ers Point Eco-Friendly 
Flea Market on 48th Av-
enue in 2005. 

As a result of her 
ongoing efforts and ini-
tiative, nine years ago 
HPCDC started spon-
soring Holiday Lights 
on Vernon Boulevard 

through contributions 
from local merchants 
and former Queens Bor-
ough President Helen 
Marshall.  And the annu-
al Breakfast with Santa 
for Children at the Riv-
erview Restaurant has 
put smiles on many kids’ 
faces at Christmastime.

Adams, who graduated 
from the Citizens Police 
Academy in 2009, served 
as president of St. Mary’s 
Seniors until St. Mary’s 
Senior Center in Long Is-
land City closed after 37 
years. However, she still 
works with community 
seniors and is keeping the 
group together.

Her hobbies include 
dancing, collecting 
Egyptian art and finding 
antiques.

At a young 73, Adams 
remains an active mem-
ber of her thriving com-
munity as well as a Com-
munity Board 2 member.

“Hunters Point was 
always a community of 
good, honest, hardwork-
ing people. Serving as a 
volunteer was a labor of 
love and continues to this 
day,” she said proudly. THERESA MONA ADAMS

Theresa Adams
Volunteer gives her all for Hunters Point
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DIBY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Volunteering comes 
naturally to Marissa 
Bernowitz.

At 28, the mother of 
two has become a disaster 
relief volunteer coordi-
nator, having served her 
Rockaway Beach commu-
nity and beyond, during 
and after Superstorm San-
dy. Even as repairs on her 
damaged home continue, 
neighbors know she is al-
ways there for them.

When Sandy hit in 
October 2012 and their 
home was swept away, 
Bernowitz and her sons, 

Pedro (aka Vegeta), now 
10, and Gabriel, now 3, 
found themselves strand-
ed and homeless. Then 
she lost her job. 

Not letting fear stand 
in her way, Bernowitz 
started coordinating 
safety efforts for her 
neighbors, and then for 
the well-being of those 
who stayed behind. Fam-
ilies like her own had no 
power and no everyday 
essentials, so she started 
making calls and using 
social media to reach out 
to the outside world for 
assistance. 

“We started the FREE 

Flea Market, with items 
ranging from perishable 
and non-perishable foods, 
clothing, household items 

and more for people in 
need. Slowly we phased 
out of immediate disaster 
relief to long-term help,” 

said Bernowitz, who vol-
unteered at a few local dis-
tribution sites through-
out the Rockaways until 
January 2013.

But she continued to 
stay involved in the com-
munity and advocate for 
those recovering and re-
building, helping folks 
with FEMA paperwork, 
signing people up for 
community services, and 
serving voluntarily as the 
Head Elf Of Queens for the 
Secret Sandy Claus Project 
(which delivered toys and 
essentials to roughly 1,500 
children across all Sandy-
affected areas). This past 
holiday season, the project 
expanded to cover all chil-
dren in need across NYC.

The family is currently 
living in a rental building 
in Rockaway Beach. And 
while working part-time 
at a local car service, Ber-
nowitz is a full-time vol-
unteer board member at 
We Care New York, Inc., 
where she is in charge 
of their relief effort in 
Queens and beyond.

“We have our annual 
Community Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner, partnership 

with SSCP and the Ma-
rines Toys For Tots for 
the winter holidays; free 
prom boutiques; com-
puter tech classes; suicide 
prevention with SISFI 
(Suicide Intervention Ser-
vices Foundation); cloth-
ing/coat distributions; 
and our newest project, 
F.I.T.S -- Fun In The Sun,” 
she said. “This will be our 
second summer and we 
hope to keep growing.”

Born in Brooklyn, 
Bernowitz moved to 
Queens with her family 
at the age of 5. She was 
in foster care, on and off, 
from the age of 10. As a 
result, she learned how 
to make lemonade from 
lemons early on.

 “My sons are my 
world and keep me go-
ing every day,” she says. 
“And knowing what it is 
to be without – and being 
able to help others. I be-
lieve that saying: ‘I don’t 
give because I have, I give 
because I know what it is 
not to have.’

“Another great quote I 
live by: “Start where you 
are, use what you have, do 
what you can.”

MARISSA BERNOWITZ

Marissa 
Bernowitz
Disaster volunteer delivers 

Rockaway relief

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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BY BILL PARRY

Maspeth resident 
Adrian Bordoni, who has 
been a teacher for nearly 
20 years, got into the com-
munity-building business 
in 2011. That’s when he 
became the executive di-
rector of Woodside on The 
Move, a grassroots non-
profit that is dedicated to 
making the community a 
better place to live, work 
and do business.

At the opening of 
a new state-of-the-art 
technology lab last year, 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said, 
“Woodside on the Move 
has been filling in the 
cracks around here since 
1976,” the year in which 
the organization was 
founded. The group spon-
sors programs to further 
tenant advocacy, afford-
able housing, youth de-
velopment, senior ser-
vices and the arts.

It also supports the 
business community. 

“Since we expanded 
our business services, 
you could say we operate 
like a Business Improve-
ment District but without 
the scope,” Bordoni said. 
“We have programs and 
efforts to support local 
business with small busi-
ness workshops where we 
teach banking and how to 
use social media.”

Woodside has gone 
from being a predomi-
nantly Irish and Italian 
neighborhood to a more 
multicultural one in the 
last couple of decades. 

“We’ve seen all the 
changes as Woodside 
has become more diverse 
and with the changes in 
demographics there are 
different needs,” he said.

That’s why the tech 
lab was so important.

 “Nobody in our com-
munity should be left 
behind in this digital age 
because of cultural or 
economic barriers,” he 
said. Built with a grant of 
$55,000 from Time War-
ner Cable, the computer 
lab is used by users who 
range in age from 5 to 85.

“We have computer 
classes for all ages, 
from after-school kids to 
grandparents who can fi-
nally sit down and learn 
computers at their own 
pace,” Bordoni said.

Woodside on the Move 
also runs community 
events such as music fes-
tivals, Weekend Walks in 
concert with the Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
the annual Taste of Wood-
side to promote the area’s 
restaurants, holiday light-
ing and the “Woofside” 
Halloween dog parade.

“I may live a few miles 
away in Maspeth, but I 
spend most of my time 
in Woodside,” Bordoni 
said. “And I still teach at 
Queensborough Commu-
nity and John Jay Col-
lege as well.”

Woodside on the 

Move is committed to 
the continued improve-
ment of its programs and 
seeks new possibilities, 
such as economic devel-
opment through tech 
incubators. The orga-
nization’s priorities in-
clude anything that will 
keep Woodside “moving 
towards a better, safer, 
and prosperous” future, 
he said.

And that future will 
include Bordoni.

 “You can see that you 
make a difference in a job 
like this,” he said. “I feel 
like a part of the com-
munity, I go to Chamber 
of Commerce meetings 
and community  board 
meetings. There’s al-
ways something going 
on around here and I can 
see myself staying for a 
long time.”

Adrian Bordoni
Community builder moves Woodside

ADRIAN BORDONI

HUNTERS POINT PARKS CONSERVANCY SALUTES

Frank “Turtle” Raffaele  
& Ann O’Connor  

for their passionate commitment 
to enriching the quality of life in 

Hunter’s Point.

www.hunterspointparks.org
info@hunterspointparks.org

Visit our parks for the best view of New York

sings congratulations
in four-part harmony to

and

for this wonderful recognition
for the work they do

for the residents of Queens
and in appreciation

of their support and commitment on the 
OSQ Community Advisory Board.
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Longtime Queens  res-
ident Barbara Brown is 
known for her dedication 
and desire to help folks 
in her southeast Queens 
community as well as her 
ongoing efforts as head 
of the Eastern Queens 
Alliance. 

And as an educator, 
excellence in education is 
her beacon. Her positive 
energy and belief in the 
abilities of all those she 
served have inspired her 
to constantly seek to pro-
vide the best possible edu-
cation for all children.

In addition to being 
an umbrella organiza-
tion for civic groups in 
southeast Queens, the 
Eastern Queens Alliance 
runs the Idlewild Park 
Environmental Center 
and has led the charge 

against airport noise in 
that area. 

Additionally, the alli-
ance has held many com-
munity cafes on various 
topics affecting the lives of 
people in that community.

As president and a 
founding member of the 
Spring field/Rosedale 
Community Action Asso-
ciation Inc., a civic associ-
ation that has effectively 
served the Brookville 
community of southeast 
Queens for the last 25 
years, Brown has worked 
tirelessly to preserve the 
quality of life of the neigh-
borhood by safeguarding 
its environmental, eco-
nomic, political, social 
and cultural stability. 

“My guiding philoso-
phy: Our passion for life, 
our love for our fellow 
human beings, indeed, 
our caring for all living 

things, should guide us 
along life’s pathways,” she 
said. “When we encounter 
obstacles, things that are 
unfair, things that are 
unjust, how we deal with 
them shapes who we are, 
what we are and ultimate-
ly how happy we are.”

As an extension of her 
work in the Springfield/
Rosedale civic, she is also 
a member and the current 
chairwoman of the East-
ern Queens Alliance as 
well as the Idlewild Park 
Preservation Committee, 
an initiative of EQA.  Its 
goal is to preserve and re-
store wetlands in Idlewild 
Park and promote envi-
ronmental education and 
stewardship through its 
Idlewild Park Preserve 
Environmental Science 
Learning Center project.

The alliance also em-
braces social justice and 

sustainability. Under 
Brown’s leadership, it 
has been awarded over 
$800,000 in grants from 
the city Dept. of Envi-
ronmental Conservation 
and other groups.

She recently served 
as co-chair of the Com-
munity Planning Com-
mittee for a $6 million 
allocation for the New 
York Rising Idlewild Wa-
tershed Communities—
Brookville, Rosedale and 
Springfield Gardens.

Brown was employed 
by the city Dept. of Edu-
cation as a teacher, read-
ing coordinator, assistant 
principal, and elementary 
school principal. During 
her tenure as principal of 
PS 164, a magnet school for 
the arts in School District 
25 in Queens, the school 
was recognized on a local 
and national level as an 
exemplary arts integrated 
school. To support its in-
novative program, she was 
successful in acquiring 
several federal and state 
grants. 

In her spare time she 
also pursues her passion 
for music. 

Barbara Brown
SE Queens activist fi ghts airplane noise

BARBARA BROWN

Your work and dedication at 
the Poppenhusen Institute 
in College Point has been 

outstanding. Your impact in  
your community and beyond  

is admired by all.

Aline Euler and Henry Euler

Congratulations to 

Susan Brustmann!

Thank you for all that you do for the 
Bayside community!

Aline Euler and Henry Euler
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Dominick Bruccoleri 
is not only a longstand-
ing business owner in 
the Bayside community, 
he has been with the 
Bayside Village Busi-
ness Improvement Dis-
trict as chairman from 
the beginning to what it 
is today.

“We have seen the or-
ganization through many 
bumps in the road since 
the BID’s inception eight 
years ago,” Bruccoleri 
said. “My commitment is 
to make this vehicle one 
of the strongest organi-
zations for the benefit of 
our businesses and our 
community.”

The Bayside Vil-
lage BID underwent a 
change in leadership in 
2012. Bruccoleri’s nomi-
nator recognized his 
peacemaking abilities 
to turn member support 

toward the new director, 
strengthening the orga-
nization.

Bruccoleri is also the 
former director of the 
Bayside Historical Soci-
ety. He serves as an hon-
orary board member at 
the Bayside Business As-
sociation on the Taste of 
Bayside committee and 
has offered up some of 
the best food at the event 
every year. He currently 
serves on the board of 
directors of the Queens-
borough Community 
College Fund, operat-
ing the school’s Annual 
Partnership for Progress 
event.  

In addition, he serves 
on the board of the 
Queens Historical So-
ciety and the New York 
Law Enforcement Foun-
dation, as well as hav-
ing served as a member 
of Community Board 
11. And as if all of that 

weren’t enough, Bruc-
coleri’s Papazzio Res-
taurant has been a Bell 
Boulevard landmark for 
a quarter of a century.

Bruccoleri graduated 
from Kean University in 
Union, N.J, in 1982. He 
later returned to school 
for some hospitality 
courses before coming 
to Bayside to open his 
restaurant. He has a wife 
and two children, from 
whom he said he gets mo-
tivation every day. 

When asked how he 
finds the time for all of 
his activities, Bruccoleri 
said, “It’s difficult to pri-
oritize your efforts when 
you try to plan out and 
see your priorities for 
each day. You won’t have 
time if you try to find the 
time. But when you are 
doing the right thing, the 
time finds you.”

Bruccoleri said his 
role as a business owner 
in Bayside allows him 
to continue his efforts 
by maintaining so many 
connections in the com-
munity.

“I feel honored that 
there are people outside 
my network that look at 
me as doing good things 
in the community,” he 
said.

The business owner 
and community leader 
has maintained qual-
ity service and food at 
his Italian eatery for all 
of its 25 years. He said 
his commercial success 
would not have been pos-
sible without community 
engagement.

“I would encourage all 
business owners to vol-
unteer themselves on the 
community level. I doubt 
I could attribute my suc-
cess to anything else,” 
Bruccoleri said. “But the 
things I do are personally 
satisfying to me. Success 
just follows.”

DOMINICK BRUCCOLERI

Dominick 
Bruccoleri

Restaurateur helps buoy Bayside 
businesses
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BY MADINA TOURE

When Susan Brust-
mann first became ex-
ecutive director of the 
Poppenhusen Institute in 
College Point in 1983 after 
saving the institute from 
demolition, she was a nov-
ice. She had no staff, no 
salary and no experience. 

But she persevered, 
networking with other 
nonprofits. 

“I think it was excit-
ing,” Brustmann said. “I 
think it was rewarding to 
know that when you fight 
for something, things can 
actually materialize.”

Thirty-two years later, 
the institute — which now 
serves College Point as a 
community cultural center 
with a variety of programs 
— has financial problems, 
but is still around. 

“If I didn’t have a faith 

in God, I would have 
walked away,” she said. 

The institute, a city 
landmark, was built in 
1868 with funds donated 
by Conrad Poppenhusen, 
the benefactor of College 
Point. In 1870, the Ger-
man-American entrepre-
neur founded the nation’s 
first free kindergarten at 
the institute.

The institute offers 
programs such as karate, 
guitar lessons, piano les-
sons, lectures, stress work-
shops, school and public 
tours, hall and garden 
rentals, historic exhibits 
and summer concerts. 

Brustmann studied 
child care mental health 
at LaGuardia Commu-
nity College but left half-
way through in 1980 to 
tend to the institute. Due 
to financial hardship, 
the board of directors at 

the time considered de-
molishing the building.

Brustmann and her 
friend, Ellen Stevenson, 
formed an ad hoc commit-
tee. The New York City 
Charities Bureau, which 
oversaw nonprofits and 
a volunteer lawyer, took 
up the case, which was 
brought  to State Supreme 
Court in Jamaica to pre-
vent the institute’s sale 
and demolition. In late 
1983, they won with assis-
tance from James Trent, 
director of the Queens 
County Farm Museum 
and the institute’s presi-
dent, and the Queens His-
torical Society.

“This building was 
meant to be for the gen-
eral public and for all 
people,” she said.

Brustmann received 
help from area compa-
nies, the Verizon Pio-

neers, Faye Graham, her 
assistant, vendors and 
numerous volunteers.

“I’ve never been alone 
in my efforts here,” she 
said. 

In 2008, member items 
for nonprofits across the 
state were deleted, creat-
ing a huge hole for the in-
stitute, whose operating 
budget is $250,000 year.  It 
is surviving on $150,000. 
Fundraisers such as 
OktoberFest, a Haunted 
House and Taste of Col-
lege Point have helped 
the institute as have 
elected officials.

But a number of proj-
ects have come to frui-
tion, including a new 
roof, the restoration of 
the Grand Hall and the 
first free kindergarten 
room, a fire alarm sys-
tem, the paving of the 
parking lot, the resto-
ration of the original 
wooden floors and the 
installation of new wood-
en floors. An elevator in-
stallation and an exteri-
or restoration are in the 
works. All projects were 
funded by lawmakers. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) also granted 
$100,000 from the recent-
ly-adopted state budget 
to the institute. 

“I really feel honored 
to be in this position,” 
she said. “It’s been a 
blessing.”

SUSAN BRUSTMANN

Susan Brustmann
Director keeps saving Poppenhusen Institute

I would like to congratulate 
all winners of the  

Queens Impact Awards

Congratulations 

Susan!
With admiration  

and respect,
Barbara

To Susan Brustmann...
A beautiful person with a 
forever generous heart.

I am so proud and so very happy 
to say heart to heart...

Congratulations to you for sharing 
your gifts, time and deeply caring 

presence so others can have 
more of life.

Sincerely your friend,

Sister Ave Clark, O.P.
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Northeastern Adventist 
Books and 

Health Food Center
Congratulates the 

Queens Impact Award 
recipients.

For All Your 
Health Food Needs. 

Bibles, spiritual books CDs, DVDs, and much more 

Hours of operation:

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Congratulations 
to all 

Queens Impact Awards 
Honorees! 

Thank you for making Queens 
a great Community.

Your friends at

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, 
UPHOLSTERY & MORE
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

While Ouida Duncan 
grew up in Kingston, Ja-
maica, she watched her 
parents who worked in 
the local hospital: They 
gave their time and en-
ergy to help heal others. 
Unknowingly, the act 
of healing became in-
grained in her and she 
carried it over to New 
York in the 1970s.

Today Duncan, the 
founder of the Duncan 
Tree Foundation, travels 
across the world with her 
medical team providing 
free corrective spinal 
surgeries for scoliosis 
patients in underprivi-
leged communities.

“We knew people were 
dying prematurely and I 
saw need,” said Duncan. 
“I went through many 
struggles, but I was able 

to get here. This is a form 
of healing for me.”

Duncan’s early experi-
ence in New York shaped 
her, but she has always 
been the healing person 
she was to become later 
on in her life. 

A single mother of 
four daughters, she did 
not have the same place 
to sleep every night while 
juggling two jobs to make 
ends meets. In those mo-
ments of despair, Duncan 
still remembered those 
who had even less than she 
did, handing out maybe a 
quarter here or a half-eat-
en sandwich. It was always 
better than not giving.  

After graduating from 
Pace University with a 
business degree, Duncan 
began a career in the fi-
nancial services commu-
nications arena with ma-
jor financial companies 

like Citibank and Lehman 
Brothers, which eventu-
ally evolved into a career 
in advertising until it was 
time to transform again. 

In 2008, Duncan 
founded the Duncan Tree 
Foundation, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated 
to educating people about 
disease prevention and 
helping to make a differ-
ence in the lives of the 
underserved populations 
in the developing world. 

Duncan’s quest started 
when she began a partner-
ship with Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center 
and the Jamaica Consulate 
for prostate cancer aware-
ness in Caribbean and Af-
rican American men. 

The prostate cancer 
awareness event held 
at Memorial brought 
together a network of 
experts in surgery to 

launch her next great 
mission: scoliosis, an ab-
normal lateral curvature 
of the spine which can 
sometimes be alleviated 
with the help of surgery. 

If anyone asks Duncan 
about why she chose scoli-
osis, she always responds 
that scoliosis chose her. 

It started with a young 
girl in Jamaica who need-
ed corrective spinal sur-
gery but could not afford 
it and later on a persis-
tent Filipino mother who 
would bring Duncan and 
her medical team to the 
other side of the world. 

Duncan and her team 
of medical volunteers 
have traveled to over 13 
countries around the 
world performing free 
spinal corrective surger-
ies and bringing aware-
ness to her cause through 
donations that cover ho-
tel, travel, and meals for 
the professionals. 

For Ouida, Duncan 
Tree Foundation is about 
healing physically, men-
tally, emotionally, finan-
cially and spiritually 
 --- moments she is all too 
familiar with in her life.OUIDA DUNCUN

Ouida Duncan
Healer provides free spinal surgery for poor

I would like to congratulate all winners of the  

Queens Impact Awards

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414

(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

District Offices:

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
 

New York State Senator
District 15

Ranking Member of NYS  
Senate Committee for Veterans,  

Homeland Security, and  
Military Affairs

Dr. Aline Euler
Congratulations on your 

innumerable accomplishments!
Aline has had a lifetime involvement in preservation 
interests and has educated thousands of children and 

adults at APEC and in the community. Her compassion and 
empathy for those who have no voice has had a profound 

impact for future generations. The contribution of her time 
and devotion in the community is greatly appreciated. 

Congratulations! We love you!

“The Malina Family” 
which of course includes: Dmuchowski, Scherer, 
Wachter, Thompson, Conlin, Furst and Pierce
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2013 Acura  

ILX 2.0L, Black/Black. 8k 
mi. Stk #7479

$20,555
2009 Acura  

MDX 42k mi. 
Stk #7500.

$22,555

450 W. Merrick Road, Valley Stream, NY

516-823-2277  vsacura.com

PRESENT THIS 
COUPON  

AND TAKE AN 
ADDITIONAL  

$250 
OFF  

YOUR  
PURCHASE!

2007 ACURA TSX 
85k mi. Stk #7556.............................

$11,888*

2012 ACURA TSX 
37k mi. Stk #7453.............................

$21,667*

2012 ACURA TSX 
Tech Pkg. 35k mi. Stk #7511 ..............

$22,767*

2013 ACURA TSX 
Tech Pkg. 12k mi. Stk #7536 ..............

$25,802*

2008 ACURA RDX 
Tech Pkg. 66k mi. Stk #7514 ..............

$17,841*

2011 ACURA RDX 
32k mi. Stk #7292.............................

$23,333*

2011 ACURA RDX 
26k mi. Stk #7302.............................

$24,222*

2012 ACURA RDX 
Tech Pkg. 26k mi. Stk #7561 ..............

$26,222*

2012 ACURA RDX 
Tech Pkg. 19k mi. Stk #7534 ..............

$27,671*

2013 ACURA ILX HYBRID 
Tech Pkg. 9k mi. Stk #7467 ................

$22,845*

2011 ACURA TL 
Tech Pkg, 28k mi. Stk #7088 ..............

$22,139*

2012 ACURA TL AWD 
Tech Pkg. 24k mi. Stk #7298 ..............

$22,779*

2012 ACURA TL 
Tech Pkg. 19k mi. Stk #7520 ..............

$26,995*

2010 ACURA MDX 
Tech Pkg. 43k mi. Stk #7563 ..............

$28,333*

2012 ACURA MDX 
26k mi. Stk #7558.............................

$28,777*

2011 ACURA MDX 
Tech Pkg. 41k mi. Stk #7539 ..............

$29,777*

2012 ACURA MDX 
Tech Pkg, 35k mi. Stk #7546 ..............

$32,888*

2012 ACURA MDX 
Tech Pkg. 31k mi. Stk #7517 ..............

$33,111*

*Tax & MV fees add’l. Vehicles subj to prior sale. DMV Fac #7037045.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

If someone had told a 
10-year old Tyra Emer-
son, the executive direc-
tor of Cultural Collab-
orative Jamaica, that she 
would be leading a major 
arts and culture group 
for downtown Jamaica, 
she would have shaken 
her head no. 

Her mother, a seam-
stress, and her father, 
who worked at an iron 
foundry, dragged little 
Tyra to culture events to 
see Bernie Johnson and 
the Henry Street Settle-
ment from her home in 
St. Albans.

“We had a regiment-
ed life.  We woke up on 
Saturdays, cleaned the 
house, went to dance 
class or music class, and 
then visited these cultur-
al programs across the 

city,” Emerson said.
After graduating with 

a degree in marketing 
from Long Island Univer-
sity’s C.W. Post, she joined 
the Queens Council of 
Arts as grants coordina-
tor and then later served 
as the program director. 

Her moment to shine 
came after she joined 
the Cultural Collabora-
tive Jamaica to become 
the force she is today in 
southeast Queens. 

Cultural Collabora-
tive Jamaica unites art-
ists, arts organizations, 
local businesses and 
educational leaders in ef-
forts to strengthen com-
munity and economic 
development in Jamaica. 
It is made up of dozens of 
members, such as York 
College, Black Spectrum 
Theatre and the Queens 
Symphony Orchestra.

Emerson said the Col-
laborative, as she calls 
it,  gave her the freedom 
to come up with creative 
ways to bring culture 
and the community to-
gether. This led to the 
Jamaica Arts and Musi-
cal Summer festival, the 
largest street festival in 
Queens.

 JAMS is packed with 
musical and dance enter-
tainment, food, vendors, 
and shopping all along 
Jamaica Avenue. It be-
gan at York College 19 
years ago and the follow-
ing year when vendors 
asked to be part of the 
festival, Emerson took it 
to the streets, literally. 

“I asked and it hap-
pened — the joke is 
that no one ever asked,” 
said Emerson, who ap-
proached the local com-
munity and business 

leaders to see if JAMS 
could take place on Ja-
maica Avenue and they 
approved her request. 

“We had to negotiate it 
out, but it was a win-win 
for all involved,” she said.

“People came on foot 
that day and there were 
news helicopters all over 
the place because every-
one thought something 
had happened. Some-
thing did happen: It was 
JAMS,” said Emerson, 
laughing. 

Every September, Em-
erson begins to prepare 
for the festival, which 
takes place over the sum-
mer This year her team 
is working double time 
with the 20th anniversa-
ry around the corner.  

“We could not be more 
excited about next year,” 
Emerson said.  “We have 
to do something big and 
exciting for the commu-
nity. It is not even a ques-
tion, it is a must.”

Today, Emerson picks 
up her 93-year old mother 
so that she can enjoy the 
JAMS festival, jokingly 
mentioning that “now 
it’s my turn.” TYRA EMERSON

Tyra Emerson
JAMS festival organizer eyes her 20th year

BY MADINA TOURE

As a child, Aline Eu-
ler remembered falling 
in love with nature when 
her family first moved 
from Manhattan to Asto-
ria before eventually set-
tling in Bayside.

“Each time, we moved 
more and more into the 
country, what we felt was 
the country,” Euler said. 
“My family likes nature 
and that rubbed off on 
me. I enjoy nature, I en-
joy the sunset and I en-
joy birds singing in my 
yard.”

When she became the 
program director for the 
Alley Pond Environmental 
Center in 1978 — and even-
tually the education direc-
tor until August 2014— she 
felt right at home.

“I liked nature,” she 

said. “I liked to walk in 
nature and I liked to in-
troduce people to differ-
ent things about nature, 
and I developed a lot of 
the programs that they 
have today.” 

Euler has a bachelor’s 
degree in education and 
psychology as well as a 
master’s degree in en-
vironmental education 
from Queens College. 
She taught at an elemen-
tary school in West Islet 
and received her doctor-
ate in curriculum and 
teaching in environmen-
tal studies at St. John’s 
University while work-
ing at APEC. 

APEC, a nonprofit en-
vironmental education 
organization with ani-
mal exhibits, a library 
and a museum, seeks 
to educate children and 

adults in the New York 
metropolitan area and to 
promote sustainable en-
vironmental policies and 
practices. 

Alley Pond Park — the 
second largest in Queens 
— consists of forests, 
tidal flats, meadows and 
freshwater and saltwater 
wetlands. 

As program director, 
Euler taught two educa-
tion programs a week 
for school classes visit-
ing APEC and led envi-
ronmental programs on 
weekends. When state 
funds became avail-
able in 1980, she became 
education director and 
expanded the school 
programs. She hosted 
the Arline Thomas Ur-
ban Bird Art and Liter-
ary contest for 34 years 
that honored a local bird 

rehabilitator and part-
nered with more than 35 
environmental groups 
to initiate the Festival 
of Little Neck Bay every 
September. 

 “It’s a very reward-
ing job because most 
people are not that famil-
iar with ecosystems and 
what’s involved in an 
ecosystem and they’re 
surprised,” Euler said. 

She said one of the 
job’s biggest challenges 
was getting people to un-
derstand the principles of 
the natural environment 
and change the way they 
live to some degree. 

  In 2012, she received 
the Earth Day Award 
from the Queens chap-
ter of the United Nations 
Association. She is on 
the chapter’s board of 
directors. She is cur-
rently working on a book 
about Alley Pond Park’s 
Oakland Lake and hopes 
to start doing environ-
mental work again after 
recovering from health 
issues. 

Her lasting impact is 
helping people to better 
understand the environ-

ment, she said. 
“I feel that I helped 

many people understand 

the complexity of nature 
and also that it’s very im-
portant,” Euler said.

Aline Euler
Nature lover opens APEC to more people

ALINE EULER



17  TIMESLEDGER.COM QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS, MAY 8–14, 2015BT FT TL

QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI
 
Steven Hitt said he 

is very honored to be 
acknowledged for the 
work he has been doing 
as managing director for 
the LaGuardia Perform-
ing Arts Center and as 
adjunct assistant profes-
sor of Dance and Human 
Services at LaGuardia 
Community College in 
Long Island City.

“Since arriving, I have 
had the great opportunity 
to meet some very special 
people, doing some amaz-
ing work around this bor-
ough,” he said. “My team 
and I have worked to 
build a theater organiza-
tion this community can 
claim with pride. We’ve 
developed an opportunity 
for artists to come into 
our space and develop 
new work. Through the-

atre and dance, they tell 
stories we are lucky to 
hear.”

The multi-talented 
New Yorker has directed 
and/or choreographed 
productions of “Fiddler 
on the Roof,” “The Fan-
tasticks,” “For Colored 
Girls Who Have Consid-
ered Suicide/When the 
Rainbow is Enuf,” “Into 
the Woods,” “Stepping 
Out” and “Cabaret.”

Most recently at the 
performing arts center, 
Hitt has created the role 
of Sadik in the English 
translation of Ozen Yu-
la’s play “For Rent.” He 
has also portrayed Lin-
coln in a workshop pro-
duction of “Lincoln and 
Son,” Mysterious Man 
in “Into the Woods,” and 
Sparger in “Kennedy’s 
Children.” Other favor-
ite roles include Gallo in 

“The Fantasticks” and 
James in “Children of a 
Lesser God.”

As executive director 
of PACT Training Inc. , 
he has trained people on 
how to conduct difficult 
conversations in various 
situations.

Hitt maintains a fo-
cus on theatre for social 
change as an artist, em-
bracing such subjects as 
homelessness, sexual as-
sault, sex workers, gang 
violence, bullying, LGBT 
issues and economic di-
visions.

He is co-author of 
the book, “Superheroes 
Unmasked: An Amaz-
ing Approach to Helping 
Children Learn Social/
Emotional Insights and 
Skills.”

And as a performer, 
Hitt has appeared on 
Broadway and in the in-

ternational company of 
“A Chorus Line,” danced 
at the Met with Ameri-

can Ballet Theatre in 
“Sleeping Beauty,” sung 
at Carnegie Hall, and 

performed at the Apollo 
Theater.

He said he believes in 
the power of using the 
arts to tell stories that 
might challenge people’s 
thinking about, and un-
derstanding of, others.

“When you live in the 
most diverse community 
in the country—proba-
bly the world—we find so 
many rich stories to tell. 
Many of those stories 
come right out of the stu-
dent body of the college. 
The students of LaGuar-
dia Community Col-
lege have had such rich 
lives already, and those 
stories have helped me 
grow as an individual, 
and honestly caused me 
to become a social activ-
ist, trying to give a voice 
to the voiceless. 

“That is something I 
did not expect at all eight 
years ago when I arrived 
on the scene. I knew I 
was an artist and a good 
administrator. I’ve also 
learned I love teaching 
and being a mentor to 
the future voices of the-
atre in this city. What a 
privilege.”

STEVEN HITT

Steven Hitt
Director builds LaGuardia CC theater group

Alley Pond 
Environmental Center

congratulates

DR. ALINE EULER
winner of a

Queens Impact Award

Dr. Aline Euler, for her 36 years of dedicated 
commitment to the Alley Pond Environmental 

Center. During her tenure, she taught thousands of 
children and adults at the Center and at outreach 
programs about our environment and the need to 
protect our planet. She also developed many of the 

programs at the Center, wrote curriculum, authored 
several publications about ecology, conducted teacher 

workshops, hired and trained many of the staff 
members in the Education Department, wrote grants 

and organized special events that brought many 
members of the surrounding communities to the 

Center and raised awareness of our environmental 
issues and responsibilities. 

Her impact has been exemplary.

Henry Euler

Honoring my sister,
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Ed Horn is concerned 
with the living and the 
dead.

As a memorial coun-
selor at Saint Michael’s 
Cemetery, Horn deals 
with the living, who in 
turn are trying to deal 
with their dead and how 
best to honor them. But 
Horn pushes people who 
come to the cemetery 
to think of the patch of 
land as a living relation-
ship between themselves 
and the memory of their 
loved ones. 

“I refuse to have Saint 
Michael’s be a warehouse 
of the past,” Horn said. 
“We’re not one of those 
cemeteries whose sole  
job is to incarcerate a 
body in the ground. The 
real purpose of a cem-
etery is for the living not 

the dead.” 
The annual Scott Jop-

lin Concert is an illustra-
tion of this connection 
between clients and the 
cemetery. Held in May, 
the concert is a place for 
people to come, inspired 
by food and live music, 
to the Astoria graveyard 
and commemorate the 
cemetery’s residents. 
And although dancing 
on the plots of the dead is 
frowned upon, hundreds 
of spectators join in the 
celebration of life and 
death. 

“It’s very important 
for families to be in-
volved in the process,” 
Horn said. “We are our 
ancestry.”

Horn was born in 
Brooklyn and served in 
the Marine Corps. dur-
ing the ‘60s. He was lucky 
enough to not be sent 

to Vietnam because his 
tour ended in 1968, just 
when the war was peak-
ing. But Horn would see 
his fair share of death 
– even if they weren’t 
casualties of war – when 
he joined Saint Michael’s 
Cemetery in 1999. 

And Horn’s advocacy 
doesn’t stop at the black 
gates of Saint Michael’s. 
He is also a member of 
the The International 
Cemetery, Cremation 
and Funeral Associa-
tion, a group that ad-
vocates on behalf of 
families. The aim of the 
group is to influence the 
government and prevent 
predatory practices, 
something that, Horn 
said, unfortunately hap-
pens often to families 
who are their most vul-
nerable. 

Horn also stresses 

working with families 
to provide the best ex-
perience for clients. 
And once the ceremony 
of burial is complete, 
Horn maintains contact 
with the many families 
that have buried people 
at the cemetery. And the 
cemetery’s 9/11 memo-
rial is one of the clear-
est examples of Horn’s 
continued relationship 
with the borough and 
all of the families that 
have been to the cem-
etery. Horn and other 
staff members hold a 
memorial service every 
September, a few days 
before 9/11. And hang-
ing in Horn’s room is a 
small chip of steel that 
came from one of the 
towers destroyed in the 
World Trade Center at-
tacks. 

“Everyday at St. Mi-
chaels we encounter 
families that need aid 
and guidance. They are 
at a time of loss and they 
need to be in situations 
that aren’t stressful,” 
Horn said. “They rely 
upon us and trust is a 
major factor.”  ED HORN

Ed Horn
Memorial counselor melds death with life

Congratulations Ed Horn  
from the Staff of St. Michael’s Cemetery
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LaGuardia Community College
President Gail O. Mellow

Faculty, Staff and Students

are proud to support

The Queens Impact Awards
at their

2015 Gala Dinner

honoring

Steven Hitt
LaGuardia Performing Arts Center Director

and his fellow honorees

31-10 Thomson Avenue • Long Island City, NY 11101 • www.laguardia.edu • 718/482-7200

ED HORN 
A VALUED BOARD MEMBER AND FRIEND 

 

ON THIS WELL DESERVED HONOR 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

CELEBRATING OVER 70 YEARS IN L.I.C.

PROUD SUPPORTER 
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Alisha Johnson is 
dedicated to improving 
and enriching the lives 
of the many young people 
who live in her Jamaica 
community. As executive 
director/founder of Tal-
ent Youth Development 
Education and Entertain-
ment, her job is to respond 
to their needs and support 
their creative endeavors.

While working in the 
nursing field most of her 
life, Johnson met talented 
youth of all ages and cul-
tures and was inspired 
to help them realize their 
dreams. In addition, her 
role in helping her own 
four talented children 
reach their goals encour-
aged her to take on anoth-
er role in the community. 

“Since 2005, in sup-
port of my son’s talent in 

singing, I began to create, 
organize and host talent/
fashion showcases in 
city parks,” she recalled. 
“I began to reach out to 
children in the neigh-
borhood and found that 
the community was full 
of talented youth. I then 
started my organization 
in 2008, with 20 young 
people, and geared the 
workshops to help build 
self-esteem and motivate 
and encourage them to 
become successful mem-
bers of society.”

She said she organized 
platforms that provided 
“a sanctuary for them to 
naturally express their 
creativity through art, 
music and fashion.”

Johnson has always 
believed that early ado-
lescence is an exciting 
and challenging time for 
young people, and want-

ed to find a way to help 
provide opportunities, 
not only for her kids, but 
for youth throughout the 
city. That goal became a 
reality with YTDE.

“My not-for-profit is 
a program focusing on 
keeping our children in 
school, off the streets and 
positively motivated. Our 
mission is to implement 
new networking oppor-
tunities for our youth by 
bridging positive social 
outlets in the community 
and resources that lead to 
realistic results,” she said. 
“With parental and com-
munity participation, we 
create a family-structured 
learning environment that 
builds self-confidence and 
community awareness. 
Our consortium of inter-
active workshops provide 
a sanctuary where indi-
vidual ideas, thoughts and 

talents come together in a 
structured setting geared 
toward the development of 
each individual.”

Johnson said her 
recreational and talent-
show activities promote 
togetherness, support 
and positive social 
change within the com-
munity.

The popular program 
continues to be a success. 
YTDE has expanded its 
community relations and 
has been creating venues 
for children of all ages, 
giving them the opportu-
nity to perform in front 
of large audiences. 

Since age 12 John-
son’s son had a desire to 
become a singer and re-
alized he had a deep pas-
sion for R&B music. 

“TZ worked very hard 
to improve his vocals 
and songwriting skills, 
performing his first R&B 
single, ‘Bodie Role,’ in 
2009,” she said.

“I felt that if my son 
could do it, there are 
many other children 
out here in Queens that 
should have the opportu-
nity as well.”

Alisha Johnson
Mother of four nourishes kids’ creativity
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5Pointz is going back to 

school, in Queens this week-
end. 

The curators of the for-
mer graffiti mecca in Long 
Island City, Jonathan “Meres 
One” Cohen and Marie Cecile 
Flaguel, will reunite with 100 
aerosol artists and descend on 

August Martin High School 
in Springfield Gardens for a 
unique project.

The artists will help a team 
of 20 youths called “Operation 
Skittles” transform the white-
walled corridors of the school 
into spaces of art and inspira-
tion. Over the course of Satur-
day and Sunday the combined 
groups will brighten the en-

tire school with original art-
work.

“I can’t imagine a bet-
ter way to keep the spirit of 
5Pointz alive in Queens,” 
Cecile Flaguel said, adding 
that this will be the first time 
that an entire school in New 
York City has been painted 
with art, in 48 hours.

Flaguel and Syreeta Gates, 

the “dream director” of the 
Future Project at August Mar-
tin, have worked closely as a 
team to make the project hap-
pen. The response to the art-
ists’ call made by Meres One 
has been “overwhelming” and 
their generosity “humbling,” 
according to Flaguel.

“They’re all donating their 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
Alongside hundreds of po-

lice officers, retired NYPD 
Sgt. Raymond Moore stood tall 
to salute his son, Officer Brian 
Moore, who died from a gun-
shot wound to the head as his 
body was moved from Jamaica 
Hospital Medical Center.

Moore was taken off life 
support Monday after suffer-
ing fatal injuries during a con-
frontation with an armed felon 
while on patrol in Queens Vil-
lage last Saturday, police said. 

The wake for viewing Of-
fucer Moore is scheduled for 
Thursday at Chapey & Sons 
Funeral Home  in Bethpage 
and the funeral will be held 
at St. James Roman Catholic 
Church in Seaford. 

Police Commissioner Wil-
liam Bratton was joined by 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent As-
sociation President Patrick 
Lynch and colleagues outside 
Jamaica Hospital for an infor-
mal procession to pay respects 
to Moore, 25, who was assigned 
to the 105th Precinct.

“In his very brief career he 
had already proved himself to 
be an exceptional young offi-
cer,” said Bratton, who called 
Moore’s death “a great loss to 
his family, a great loss to this 
city and a great loss to his de-
partment.”

Moore, who came from a 
long line of police officers, had 
made 159 arrests and received 
two medals for Meritorious Po-
lice Duty and two for Excellent 
Police Duty, Bratton said. 

He lived with his fam-
ily in Long Island on the same 
street that he grew up on in 
Massepequa. He began his po-
lice career in 2010. 

“We are going take part in 
a sad, sad tradition and show 
respect to Brian and his fam-
ily,” Lynch said before the pro-

Continued on Page 50
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Office Brian Moore’s father, a retired police sergeant, salutes as his son’s body is moved from Jamaica Hospital to a funeral home. Moore's moth-
er and sister are next to him.  Photo by Michael Shain

NYPD offi cer’s death jolts Queens 
Anti-Crime Unit’s Brian Moore described as ‘exceptional’ as funeral arrangements set

5Pointz artists reunite to paint August Martin HS
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Resistance is building 
in Queens against the city’s 
plan to rezone major swaths 
of New York City to include 
affordable housing. 

Residents and officials 
in Queens are rejecting the 
city’s plans to change zon-
ing rules and regulations in 
many neighborhoods. Even 
though the city has not identi-
fied any particular neighbor-
hoods, many in Queens are 
worried that the character 
and comfort of their neigh-
borhoods will be ruined by 
overcrowding. 

The city released the 
Housing New York plan in 
May. In that plan, it identi-
fied the need for 200,000 af-
fordable housing units over 
the next decade.

The plan argues for build-
ing and preserving afford-
able housing through a series 
of strategies like moderniz-
ing zoning regulations and 
promoting senior housing, 
according to the city Depart-
ment of City Planning.

But members of Queens’ 
community boards are reject-
ing the city’s plans and char-
acterization of their neigh-
borhoods’ zoning rules. 

“Our current zoning is 

not at all ‘outdated,’ but is 
actually the result of pains-
taking efforts within the 
last 10 years by DCP and CB 
9,” members of Community 
Board 9, which represents 
Forest Hills and other areas, 
argued in a letter addressed 
to the city.

The letter continued, 
“They collaborated to update 
the 1961 zoning to achieve a 
contextual rezoning that rec-
ognizes and preserves the ex-
isting residential character 
of our community, while still 
allowing for future develop-
ment of housing along doz-
ens of designated corridors 
throughout the district.” 

Members of the communi-
ty board have not completely 
rejected the plans. 

“While further ‘tweaks’ 
can be explored, our zoning 
has already been ‘modern-
ized,’ and nothing close to the 
sweeping changes in the pro-
posal is justifiable or neces-
sary,” the members wrote. 

Members of nearby Com-
munity Boards 7 and 8 have 
also expressed varying de-
grees of resistance to the 
city’s plan. Residents also 
complain that the period 
for public criticism, which 
closed on April 30, ended too 
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 BY SADEF ALI KULLY

As private company gar-
bage trucks roam the streets 
huffing and puffing to pick up 
trash from business to busi-
ness, the city’s private waste 
industry has come under scru-
tiny for failure to recycle and 
the troubling working con-
ditions of private sanitation 
workers. 

On a recent night of waste 
pick-up along 32nd Avenue 
in Astoria, private garbage 
trucks could be seen driving 
on the wrong side of a two-way 
street – along with private 
sanitation workers riding 
along the back end of the truck 
for several blocks, workers 
wearing makeshift uniforms, 
trucks in near decrepit condi-
tions, and waste being mixed 
with separated recyclable ma-
terials.

At the Brooklyn Transfer 
Station on Thames Street, pri-
vate garbage trucks came in 
and out of the station dropping 
off the city’s waste. Recycled 
waste does not always end up 
recycled. 

Transfer stations are sup-
posed to collect city waste, sep-
arate recycling and send the 
rest of the waste to landfills in 
gigantic semi-trucks. 

“If recycling is picked up 
together, then it does not get 
separated on the other end,” 
said Plinio Cruz-Alvarez, a for-
mer private sanitation worker 
and union organizer for Local 
Union No. 813. 

The City Council’s Com-
mittee on Sanitation and Solid 
Waste Management held a 
hearing April 29 to discuss 
sustainability in the private 
commercial waste industry 
and the lack of a check-and-
balance system in place to ad-
dress worker conditions with 
the city’s Department of Sani-
tation and Business Integrity 
Commission. 

Sanitation Commissioner 
Kathryn Garcia said during 
the hearing that to accomplish 
the 2015 One NYC goal of re-
ducing 90 percent of commer-
cial waste by 2030, the DSNY 
would be working aggressively 
with city agencies and commu-
nity organizations.

Despite its influence, the 
Sanitation Department has no 
say in private sanitation work-
ers’ conditions, according to 
Garcia. Commissioner Daniel 
Brownell of the Business In-
tegrity Commission said the 
jurisdiction for those workers 
fell under the federal Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Ad-
ministration. 

“You guys are involved in all 
the regulations but not worker 
safety,”  said Councilman An-
tonio Reynoso (D-Brooklyn), 
chairmanof the Committee 
on Sanitation and Solid Waste 
Management.. “Maybe I could 
see why we advance in some 
goals but not others,”  

Garcia also mentioned at 
the hearing that Sanitation 
did not regulate private waste 

facilities in the city. 
Recently, the Transform 

Don’t Trash NYC coalition 
released a report indicating 
that city’s businesses generate 
about 5.5 million tons of waste 
per year, 2 million tons more 
than the city told the public un-
der the Bloomberg administra-
tion, according to the advocacy 
group. 

Along with other environ-
mental advocacy groups that 
testified during the hearing, 
two private sanitation workers 
also testified on their unsafe 
working conditions. Michael 
Bush and Carlton Darden, 
both with Five Star Carting, a 
private waste company based 
in Maspeth, described their 
work environment. 

According to Reynoso, both 
men were fired from Five Star 
carting following the hearing, 
but when company officials 
were confronted by Reynoso, 
both men got their jobs back 
Monday. 

Five Star Carting did not 
give a response in time for 
press. 

Continued on Page 50

High rises like this one are rare in Kew Gardens but, under a proposed 
rezoning from Mayor de Blasio, denser housing could become more 
common there and in Forest Hills.  Photo by Michael Shain

A private waste transfer hub mixes recycling and regular waste, despite 
being separated during pick-up, into a contracted truck which will trans-
port the waste to a landfill.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Forest Hills residents
reject city’s rezoning

Private carters eyed
City hearing questions waste worker safety, recycling
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BY BILL PARRY

Gwen Redman’s dream 
came true April 19. She re-
newed her vows with her hus-
band William, 25 years after 
they eloped, in an extravagant 
celebration made possible 
through donations from busi-
nesses and vendors, and the 
help of a childhood friend.

“It was a fairy tale come 
true. I’m still in awe of what 
went on that day,” Redman 
said as she waited for her lat-
est radiation treatment. She is 
battling breast cancer for the 
second time in 15 years, hav-
ing already had a mastectomy 
as well as a liver transplant in 
2014.

The lack of funds as a re-
sult of medical bills and other 
expenses had prevented the 
LeFrak City couple from envi-
sioning how to make the spe-
cial day a reality. That’s when 
former high school classmate 
Stephanie Richardson got in-
volved, using her experience 
as an event planner to ar-

range for the couple’s big day.
Over the next several 

months, Richardson sent 
over 2,000 emails to every-
one she could think of – from 
Bill Gates to Oprah Winfrey. 
She shared Gwen’s story with 
anyone who would listen, 
knowing that it would be a 
powerful tool for recruiting 
donors.

The first yes came from 
Kleinfeld Bridals who “gifted” 
a pink wedding gown. The 
Foundry donated its huge 
event space, a favorite for wed-
dings, at 42-38 Ninth  St. in  
Long Island City. Soon Rich-
ardson had lined up a caterer, 
a DJ, a photographer and a cel-
ebrant. Others followed for the 
invitations, flowers, rings and 
tuxedos.

The entire event for 80 
friends and family members 
was free, and a surprise to 
Gwen.

“My family didn’t say 
a word about it,” she said. 
“Stephanie told me she was 
throwing a birthday party for 

herself. When I saw that big 
white Bentley pull up, I should 
have known.”

Richardson was pleasantly 
surprised that the “fantasy 
wedding” remained a secret. 
“I was afraid the Bentley was 
a dead giveaway,” she said. “It 

was all so beautiful, I couldn’t 
have picked a better day, the 
whole ambience was wonder-
ful. Gwen was having the time 
of her life, occasionally break-
ing down and shedding tears 
of joy, and William is usually 
a quiet, reserved guy, but you 

couldn’t get him off that dance 
floor.”

After all the hardships and 
health struggles, the couple, 
who met while working at the 
Flushing Post Office, finally 
lived their dream.

“Gwen has been literally 
fighting for her life every day 
for years, just to be able to 
wake up the next day to live, 
love and laugh,” Richardson 
said. “We will be forever grate-
ful to the countless people who 
helped make her wish come 
true, and enabled us to give 
this day to her, her husband 
and to their families.”

Gwen was still laughing 
about it weeks later, as she was 
waiting for more treatment. 

“Knowing everything I’ve 
been through over the years, it 
was really magical,” she said. 
“Stephanie did such a wonder-
ful job making me feel like a 
princess.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

William and Gwen Redman have the time of their lives at a wedding vows re-
newal celebration last month. Photo courtesy Stephanie Richardson

Cancer survivor’s vows renewal a dream come true
Area business, supporters donate everything from fancy venue to pink wedding gown
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

The Queens Rockers are 
getting ready for the Special 
Olympics track-and-running 
competition in Forest Park 
this weekend. 

For eight weeks now, the 
team has prepared for 50- 
and 100-meter races, along 
with other competitions. 
Coach Donna Gelb has been 
training with the dozens of 
athletes who make up the 
Queens Rockers, a Forest 
Hills-based team that has 
provided mentally disabled 
people with an outlet for 
competitive sports. 

“Oftentimes people think 
we just have a big field day,” 
said Tom Peyton, a spokes-
man for the New York Spe-
cial Olympics. “But these 
are true athletes who have 
been training for a period of 
time.” 

The region has more than 
60,000 members with various 
mental disabilities and to 
start the summer season, the 
organization will be holding 
a track race this Saturday at 
Victory Field from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

“Having attended this 
event last year, I can safely 
say that you will find this to 
be a rewarding and uplifting 
experience,” wrote Ed Wen-
dell, of the Woodhaven Resi-
dents’ Block Association. 

The Special Olympics 
conducts training and hosts 
events for nearly five mil-
lion athletes with special 
needs in over 170 countries 
around the world. Here in 
New York City, the organiza-
tion has been active for more 

than 60 years. Events are 
held throughout the season, 
matching the rigor and dis-
cipline of the regular Olym-
pics. 

Organizers expect close 
to 300 athletes to compete in 
Victory Field. There will also 
be relay races and softball 
throwing. Make no mistake, 
Peyton said, the competition 
will be fierce and certified 
track-and-field officials will 
oversee the Olympians. 

“The athletes don’t know 
age or race. They’re just a 
family. They don’t judge peo-
ple based on ability,” Gelb 
said. “Whether you win or 
lose, we always win because 
you did your best.” 

Gelb’s team trains out of 
the Forest Hills YMCA and 
Gelb is part of a network of 
around 35,299 dedicated vol-
unteers and some 4,663 cer-
tified coaches, according to 
the New York Special Olym-
pics. 

Gelb, a Forest Hills resi-
dent, continued, “That’s the 
best way to teach these guys 
and girls. It’s fair. They’re 
all the same and have to help 
one another. That’s how they 
learn.”

The race will also bring 
30 to 40 clubs throughout 
the city and Long Island to-
gether. 

“We’re like a big family,” 
Gelb said. “We get together 
and have parties. And we all 
see each other at least once a 
week.”

Reach reporter Eric 
Jankiewicz by e-mail at 
ejankiewicz@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY BILL PARRY

The 5th annual LIC Art 
Open promises to be the big-
gest and best ever with more 
artists, larger venues, more 
sponsors and a more profes-
sional approach by its orga-
nizers.

Founder Richard Mazda 
has seen real estate booms in 
other neighborhoods impact 
art communities to the point 
where  festivals have “dimin-
ished” in recent years whi-
leethe LIC Arts Open grows 
stronger.  

“We started like a baby and 
grew into a child, now we’re 
just about to enter junior 
high,” he said. “The quality of 
the art has improved because 
of the great venues, the artists 
want to show their best works 
and now we have the room to 
do it.”

The five-day festival begins 
Wednesday and runs through 
Sunday with over 500 artists 
involved. There are 65 venues, 
covering every Long Island 
City neighborhood, from The 
Local NYC, Open Door Res-
taurant, Resobox Gallery and 
Mazda’s own Secret Theatre.

“This year we’ve also got 
huge spaces in The Falchi 
Building and right next door 
at The Factory LIC, two pre-
viously ‘tired’ warehouses 
who now have a new lease on 
life after renovations,” Mazda 
said. “It’s much bigger than 
anything we’ve ever done be-
fore.”

Carolina Penafiel, the di-
rector of Local Project, joined 
Mazda’s team as the events 
and exhibitions coordinator 
and one of the five new cura-
tors who are working on the 
project. “I’m really looking 
forward to the Falchi and the 
Factory, they’re going to be 
electric,” she said. “There 
will be 80 to 90 artists in each 

of those buildings showing 
on multiple floors. The whole 
Open is better organized, peo-
ple are more committed and 
I’ve loved the experience, it’s 
been great for me and for all 
my artists at Local Project.”

Her non-profit organiza-
tion helps new artists get off 
the ground and assimilate 
into the LIC art community 
that is on display throughout 
the festival. City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), who served as an award 
presenter at Tuesday’s annual 
garden party fund-raiser that 
kickoff the Open, explained 
how the community is at the 
core.

“The LIC Arts Open has 
helped put Long Island City’s 
cultural scene on the map,” 
Van Bramer said. “Each year 
I am proud to support this 
one-of-a-kind event which 
helps raise the profile of Long 
Island City’s vibrant mix of 
artists, galleries and studios. 
Local artists play a tremen-
dous role in our community 
and the LIC Arts Open allows 
them to shine.”

A unique feature to the 
Open takes place on Saturday 
and Sunday when over 200 
artists open their studios to 
the public to share their work. 
Another highlight of the fes-
tival is Neighborhood Night 
Out, where each night is dedi-
cated to a specific area of Long 
Island City such as Court 
Square or Hunters Point.

The Open comes to an end 
on Sunday, May 17, with a clos-
ing party at the Court Square 
Studios, at 21-38 44th Rd. There 
will be a concert presentation 
of “Hair” and a silent auction 
of a hundred pieces of art.

“The LIC Art Open is 
no longer just for western 
Queens,” Mazda said. “The 
growing pains we’ve had over 
the first few years have been 
worked out. We’re much more 
professional and organized 
and that leads to more recog-
nition as a major event on ev-
erybody’s calendar.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

The Queens Rockers from Forest HIlls will be competing this weekend 
at the Special Olympics in Victory Field.  Photo by Eric Jankiewicz

Richard Mazda celebrates the start of the 5th annual LIC Arts Open and 
his 60th birthday at a kickoff garden party. Photo by Bill Parry

LIC Arts Open turns 5
65 venues, more than 500 artists make it biggest yet

Forest Park welcomes
300 Special Olympians

W e started like a 
baby and grew into 
a child, now we’re 
just about to enter 

junior high.
Richard Mazda

Founder, LIC Arts Open



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 8–14, 2015 5  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY BILL PARRY
 
Registration is under way 

for a new business program 
launched by the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 
The QEDC has teamed with 
the Emerald Isle Immigra-
tion Center, Queens Library 
and New York Community 
Trust to create the classes 
geared to helping immigrant 
business owners with an em-
phasis on financial literacy.

Beginning June 3, Ruth’s 
Ready for Bu$ine$$ will pro-
vide clients with English in-
struction that incorporates 
business terms. The agency 
plans to partner with local 
banks to offer incentives for 
students to open business ac-
counts at the conclusion of 
the 60-hour program.

This will include up to 
$500 in matching funds to 
qualified students who open 

new accounts. “Small busi-
ness owners face so many 
barriers to entry in New York 
City, so we’re happy to elimi-
nate a few of them with one 
class that builds on some of 
our effective previous train-
ing courses,” Rob MacKay of 
the QEDC said.

Before the course begins, 
students will be screened to 
ensure that they have the 
basic skills in speaking and 
writing English. They must 
also demonstrate that they 
are, or soon will be, operat-
ing a small business. 

Registration and inter-
views are scheduled between 
noon to 7 p.m. on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays through May 
28 at the Emerald Isle Immi-
gration Center, located at 59-26 
Woodside Ave. in Woodside.

There is no fee for partici-
pation, and class size will be 

BY BILL PARRY

The oldest day-care and 
pre-K center in Corona is be-
ing forced to close in July, 
leaving 120 families searching 
for options. 

The Malcolm X Early 
Childhood Educational Cen-
ter, located at 111-12 Northern 
Blvd., will close after 42 years, 
following an announcement 
from the Administration for 
Children’s Services that the 
center’s rent would double. 

The Malcolm X Center is 
sponsored by Sheltering Arms, 
an ACS contractor serving 
low-income families. It will be 
forced to close the facility July 
24, depriving the families of 
11 child-care programs and 
foster-care services.

“We’re sending out 500 letters 
a week to every city leader we 
can think of,” Malcolm X Early 

Childhood Director Hope Can-
naday said. “So far we haven’t 
heard a thing from the city.”

Families of the 120 children 
have taken part in two rallies 
in recent weeks.

 “We’re trying anything we 
can to get the word out,” Can-
nady said. “This is an issue 
that’s happening across the 
city.”

The families were provided 
a list of all child-care facili-
ties in a three-mile radius by 
an ACS representative as well 
as information on other pre-K 
programs. Parents complain 
that these programs are al-
ready filled.

“It’s sad that the center is 
closing because the city and 
the landlord could not reach 
a financial agreement,” Can-
nady said. “A school shouldn’t 
be closed for that reason, not 
when it does so well.” She add-
ed that the only political lead-
ers that have been helpful are 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) and City Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras (D-

BY TOM MOMBERG
 
School District 30 Super-

intendent Philip Composto 
called a community engage-
ment meeting Monday to dis-
cuss the future of PS/IS 78Q, 
the Robert Wagner School, in 
response to parent and teacher 
outcry over a long list of wait-
listed children for next year’s 
enrollment.

For children zoned to go to 
school at PS/IS 78, 48-09 Center 
Blvd, there was a 50-child wait 
list for kindergarten classes 
alone. Over the last couple 
of weeks, parents circulated 
a petition calling on the city 
Department of Education to 
build more schools in Long Is-
land City, collecting over 1,000 
signatures. 

So it was no surprise when 
nearly 300 parents, children 
and educators piled into the 
school’s auditorium Monday 
to see what the district intends 
to do about the overcrowding 
classrooms.

“This is the place to be — 
like “Cheers “— I get it. Ev-
eryone wants to be here, and 
that’s a good thing. That tells 

me what a great school, great 
principal and great teachers 
we have here,” Composto said.  

Truncation was the main 
concern on everyone’s minds 
— meaning that grades six 

through eight would be elimi-
nated to make room for the 
increasing numbers of elemen-
tary students.  But Composto 
tried to assure everyone that 
he and Long Island City’s elect-

ed officials were doing every-
thing in their power to make 
sure that does not happen.

He guaranteed there would 
be a seat for every child zoned 
for PS/IS 78 for next year, and 

that if truncation were to hap-
pen, grades six through eight 
would be phased out starting 
the following years. Every 
sixth grader starting at IS 
78 for the 2016-17 school year 
would be able to continue 
through eighth grade in that 
instance.

The opening of new rooms 
in the second building of PS/
IS 78 will increase the number 
of kindergarten classes from 
four to eight, according to 
Composto. The number of first 
through eighth grade class-
rooms will remain the same, 
and class sizes may increase.

Composto recognized that 
accepting all students who ap-
ply would not be sustainable 
for more than one year. He 
said the DOE is working hard 
to identify both short-term and 
long-term solutions going for-
ward. That might involve the 
opening of a couple of class-
rooms in first-floor commer-
cial space, the building of a 
new school building or more.

District 30 is working hand-
in-hand with the DOE to come 
out with a new capital plan by 

Hope Cannaday (r.) leads a ral-
ly to save the oldest day care 
center in Corona from clos-
ing due to a rent hike. 

Photo courtesy Hope Cannaday

Children of PS/IS 78q in Long Island City march after school in front of their parents on Monday to protest the 
possible truncation of their school. Photo by Tom Momberg

PS 78 parents demand seats for kids
School District 30 identifi es options, guarantees no grade reductions for at least a year

QEDC has new class
for immigrant owners

City to close Corona daycare
angering parents and electeds

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50 Continued on Page 50
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

A Queens substitute teacher 
who was recently arrested dur-
ing a drug raid taught at nine 
schools across the borough af-
ter dropping out of high school 
for several years as a teenager 
and earning her diploma as an 
adult last year. 

Police raided an Ozone Park 
house on Sutter Avenue last 
week where Gloria Chamorro, 
now 24, lives with her family. 
Her boyfriend Luis Lizardo 
was the target of the raid, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman for 
the Special Narcotics Office. 

In the house, police found 
10 grams of heroin along with 
such drug-related items as 
hundreds of the wax bags of-
ten used to distribute heroin, 
a stamper, an ink pad, rubber 
bands and a strainer, the Spe-
cial Narcotics Office said.

Chamorro and Lizardo, 36, 
were then charged last week 
in Manhattan Criminal Court 
with several counts of crimi-
nal possession of a controlled 
substance and criminally us-
ing drug paraphernalia, au-
thorities said. Both pleaded 
not guilty. And Chamorro was 

suspended without pay, ac-
cording to a spokesman for the 
Department of Education. Bail 
was set at $20,000 for Lizardo 
and Chamorro was released 
on her own recognizance.

Soon after being released, 
Chamorro voluntarily entered 
an inpatient rehab clinic, her 
family said. 

Chamorro, who is a sub-
stitute teacher and a school 
bus aide, confessed to authori-
ties that she attempted to flush 
heroin down the sink during 
the raid as police were trying 
to enter the home, according 
to the criminal complaint filed 
by the Manhattan district at-
torney’s office.

“These allegations are dis-
turbing,” said DOE spokes-
woman Devora Kaye. “Ms. 
Chamorro was immediately 
suspended without pay, and is 
away from any students.”

As a substitute, Chamorro 
worked in several schools 
throughout Queens with chil-
dren in elementary and junior 
high schools, according to 
authorities. She began work 
as a substitute in September 
2014. Earlier that year, she 
earned her high school di-

ploma from the adult section 
of the Charles Henry Churn 
Christian Academy, a private 
school in Brooklyn. 

“I always want to hear that 
students succeeded after they 
leave here,” said Linda Hunts, 
a teacher who taught Chamor-
ro  at the academy and remem-

bers her as “the student who 
asked a lot of questions.” 

She continued, “So it’s very 
sad to hear this happened to 
her.” 

Chamorro dropped out 
of the school when she was a 
teenager, according to Hunts, 
and returned to the school 

last year to complete her high 
school degree. 

According to the DOE, sub-
stitute teachers do not have 
any  education requirements. A 
relative of the family who did 
not want to be identified said 
Chamorro dropped out of high 
school after she met Lizardo, 
who is more than 10 years old-
er than she is. 

“Ever since she met him 
things have gotten bad,” the 
relative said. 

Chamorro, according to a 
confidential source, worked 
regularly at JHS 202, PS/IS 295, 
PS 139 in Rego Park, PS 105 in 
Far Rockaway and The Pioneer 
Academy. Some of the schools 
also reported that Chamorro 
had attendance issues and JHS 
202 and PS/IS 295 did  not want 
her back because of this prob-
lem. Chamorro also worked at 
several other schools for just a 

day or two. 
Teachers at PS 295 declined 

to comment on Chamorro and 
when a secretary at the school 
was asked about her past, the 
teacher responded, “I’m not 
going to do your homework for 
you.” 

Gloria Chamorro was arrested at her house in Ozone Park during a drug 
raid. Her day job is teaching kids.  Photo by Eric Jankiewicz

Queens teacher in rehab after drug charges

r Purchasing a home? r Refinancing your home? 

Mark Pourlavian
VP Of Business Development 
NMLS# 368556 

Tel: (718) 792-3333 ext 12
Cell: (516) 983-3141
Mark@canyonmtgcorp.com

75-14 Jamaica Avenue, Unit C, Woodhaven, NY 11421

OWNING A HOME 
is as easy as 1-2-3
1- CALL 718-792-3333 for a FREE CONSULTATION
2- Find a great realtor  WE WILL HELP
3- GET THE KEYS TO YOUR NEW HOUSE
r STOP PAYING RENT when you can be your own Landlord

As low as 

550 Fico Score

Very Low 
Down Payment

Proudly serving the Caribbean Community since 2006

NT when you can be your own Landlord

 
Television with every closing 
(must present this offer at 

application)

Registered mortgage broker New York State Department of Financial Services; subject to credit qualification

NMLS# 28873
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A Guyanese man who may have 
absconded to his native land was sen-
tenced in absentia to nine years in 
prison on burglary charges after he 
and an accomplice fled during the 
course of jury selection for their trial 
in Queens Supreme Court, according 
to the Queens District Attorney office.

Chetram Karan, 25, and Vishwa 
Nabi, 27, both from Jamaica, fled 
from the United States to Guyana, the 
Queens DA said, during the selection 
of a jury for their trial. As a result, 
the court conducted a so-called Parker 
hearing and concluded that they had 
deliberately and intentionally failed 
to return to court, thereby forfeiting 
their right to be present at their trial.

Karan, who is believed to have run 
away to Guyana, was sentenced April 
29 in absentia to nine years in prison.  
Nabi, who was returned to the jurisdic-
tion by his bail bondsman last month, 
was sentenced April 2 to 11 years in 
prison. 

In February 2013, Karan and Nabi 
each posted $10,000 bail shortly after 
their arrests on burglary charges. Na-
bi’s bail was increased to $15,000 after 
he failed to show up at court on April 9, 
2013. He was held in jail in lieu of bail 
until July 2014, when he posted bail. 

“The defendants were believed to 
be serial burglars who targeted homes 
throughout Queens and Nassau Coun-
ties, terrorized homeowners by their 
unlawful intrusions and stole their 
valued possessions,” Queens DA Rich-
ard Brown said.

Last month, both defendants were 
convicted in absentia of burglary, con-
spiracy, criminal possession of stolen 
property and possession of burglar’s 
tools, following a jury trial before 
Queens Supreme Court Justice Leslie 
Leach.

According to trial testimony, the 
vehicle that the defendants were us-
ing, a 2006 BMW, had been implicated 

in prior burglaries that occurred in 
Queens. As a result, surveillance was 
conducted on the vehicle.

According to court records, in Feb-
ruary 2013, NYPD’s Burglary Larceny 
Apprehension Surveillance Team ob-
served Karan driving the BMW, with 
Nabi in the vehicle, in New Hyde Park. 
When the BMW stopped in a New Hyde 
Park neighborhood, Nabi got out of the 
vehicle. As the vehicle drove off, Nabi 
was seen walking to a darkened pri-
vate residence. While police watched, 
Nabi disappeared for a moment and a 
short time later a light went on in a sec-
ond-floor room of the residence. A few 
moments later, Nabi was seen walking 
down the driveway from the house to a 
corner where the BMW pulled up and 
Nabi entered the vehicle. While Nabi 
was being observed at the residence, 
other police officers simultaneously 
saw Karan acting as a lookout and con-
ducting counter-surveillance by driv-
ing slowly up and down the residential 
street in the immediate area, accord-
ing to court records.

The criminal complaint filed by the 
DA alleged that after the BMW drove 
back into Queens, police stopped the 
vehicle and recovered a crowbar on the 
front passenger floor, jewelry on the 
center console and a black-and-white 
zebra-print case on the front passen-
ger seat, as well as jewelry on the back 
seat and under the back seat cushion, 
multiple pairs of gloves and other mis-
cellaneous items. In returning to the 
crime scene, police saw a side window 
open and noted that the inside of the 
residence had been ransacked. The 
residence’s owner identified the black-
and-white case as belonging to a fam-
ily member and said the case had been 
in the residence when he left earlier in 
the day, according to the criminal com-
plaint. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Guyana robber gets 
sentenced in absentia 

In a rare court case at the Queens Criminal courthouse, two Jamaica men are convicted 
of burglary in absentia. One of the men is believed to have fled to Guyana.  

Photo courtesy of skyscrapercity.com
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FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
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Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
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US!
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WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  
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HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS

ACHOO...........FLU
OUCH!...STITCHES
WHOOPS....X-RAY

191-20 Northern Blvd.
Bayside, NY 11358

718-224-8855
Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm

Sat. & Sun. 8am-7pm

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.
Glendale, NY 11385

718-805-9581
Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm

Sat. & Sun. 9am-3pm

J A C K S O N 
HEIGHTS — Police 
were searching for 
two suspects want-
ed in connection 
with a fatal shoot-
ing of a 38-year-old 
man in Jackson 
Heights Tuesday. 
Officers from the 
110th Precinct, re-
sponding to a report 
of a person shot at 
93-12 Roosevelt 
Ave., discovered 
Jorge Manzanarez 
of 111th Street in 
Corona with a gun-
shot wound to the 
torso.

EMS responded and transported the victim to Elmhurst Hospital Center 
where he was pronounced dead.

Manzanarez was seen arguing with two men before he was shot around 2:20 
p.m., according to investigators. The NYPD cordoned off Roosevelt Avenue be-
tween 93rd and 94th streets and Whitney Avenue from Aske Street to 40th Road 
to allow investigators to search the area.

There have been no arrests and the investigation continued. Capt. Christo-
pher Manson, the commanding officer of the 110th Precinct, asked that anyone 
with information should call the precinct directly at 718-476-9311.

KEW GARDENS—The police were looking 
for a 24-year-old male who was reported missing 
on May 3.  

Donnique Quidlat, an Asian male, from 119-
40 Union Turnpike has been missing since 9 p.m. 
on May 2.  

Quidlat is 5-foot-4 and weighs 180 pounds 
with black hair and brown eyes. He was last 
seen wearing black shorts, a white short-sleeved 
shirt and brown slippers. 

Anyone with information in regards to this 
missing person is asked to call the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers Hotline at 800-577-TIPS.

The public can also submit their tips by log-
ging onto the Crime Stoppers Website at WWW.NYPDCRIMESTOPPERS.COM 
or texting their tips to 274637(CRIMES) then enter TIP577.

Gunfire erupted on Roosevelt Avenue Tuesday leaving one man 
dead and cops looking for his killer. This was the scene in Jackson 
Heights near Whitney Avenue.  Photo by Bill Parry

Union Turnpike resident missing: Cops

Kew Gardens woman missing: Police

Jax Hts shooting leaves one dead: NYPD

KEW GARDENS—The NYPD is seeking public assis-
tance in locating a 20-year-old Kew Gardens woman af-
ter she was reported as missing to the 102nd Precinct on 
Monday.

Yasmin Villafranco, a resident of Union Turnpike 
near 119th Street, was last seen leaving her apartment on 
Tuesday, March 17, at 8:30 p.m. 

She had been wearing black cowboy boots, blue jeans 
and a gray jacket at the time, police said.

Villafranco identifies as Hispanic. She has dark hair, 
is roughly 5-feet-6-inches tall and weights about 120 
pounds.

Anyone with information regarding Villafranco’s 
whereabouts should call NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 800-577-TIPS.

YASMIN VILLAFRANCO

DONNIQUE QUIDLAT
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BY LINCOLN ANDERSON

On May 19, the Museum 
of Jewish Heritage in Man-
hattan will premiere a never-
before-seen 1945 documentary 
directed by Alfred Hitchcock. 
Unlike a typical film by the 
master of suspense, howev-
er, this isn’t a psychological 
thriller that will leave view-
ers wondering until the mys-
tery is finally unraveled at the 
last minute.

Rather, the documentary 
was made with the opposite 
intent: to erase any mystery 
about what really happened 
in the Nazi death camps, to 
expose the unvarnished truth 
about the Holocaust.

It’s called “German Con-
centration Camps Factual 
Survey.” In English and Ger-
man with English subtitles, it 
runs 88 minutes.

When the camps were 
liberated, extensive footage 
of them was shot by British, 
American and Russian mili-
tary cameramen as well as by 
newsreel cameramen.

This array of film, in turn, 
was used by the British Min-
istry of Information to create 
a documentary that would 
condemn the Nazi regime and 
document the magnitude of its 
crimes. In short, it was meant 
to be the film to be shown to 
German prisoners of war and 
the German public to shame 
them into accepting the Allied 
occupation.

Sidney Bernstein, chief of 
the film division of the Psy-
chological Warfare Division 
of the Allied Expeditionary 
Force, initiated the project 
and fought for its produc-
tion. Hitchcock – who was 
described by Bernstein as the 
film’s director – spent a month 
overseeing the editing. Ulti-
mately, though, the film was 
shelved. 

Now seven decades later, 
England’s Imperial War Mu-
seum has digitally restored 
the documentary and assem-
bled it for the first time exact-
ly as Bernstein and Hitchcock 
originally intended.

The opportunity for the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage to 
host the East Coast premiere 
of the forgotten 1945 docu-
mentary is a great honor, said 
Bruce Ratner, who has been 
chairman of the museum’s 
board of trustees for the past 

year. Ratner is best known 
for his development prowess, 
including building The New 
York Times building in Man-
hattan and Brooklyn’s Metro-
Tech and Barclays Center — 
home of the basketball Nets, 
of which he is a part owner. 
He is currently constructing 
three buildings in the Atlantic 
Yards project — now known 
as Pacific Park Brooklyn. 

“I would say it’s a major 
moment in Holocaust docu-
mentary,” Ratner said about 
the film. “When the Russians 
reported on Auschwitz, it 
wasn’t believed. This film was 
meant to prove and show what 
the German people and what 
the Nazis had done — and then 
to tell the people of the world.

“It still shakes the soul, 
shakes the mind to see this 
film,” he said. “The ‘Holo-
caust,’ the word, did not exist 
as we know it now until the 
1970s. Had this documentary 
been shown at the time, it 
would have accelerated un-
derstanding of the atrocities 
and extreme brutality of the 
Nazis.”

As for why the film, in the 
end, was left on the shelf, he 
said, there were a number of 
factors.

“It got delayed, in general, 
in the summer of 1945,” he said. 
“They didn’t have the Russian 

material from Auschwitz.”
But the film’s visceral im-

pact and condemning mes-
sage were also reasons why 
it was decided not to show 
it back then: In short, there 
was a fear of alienating the 
Germans and driving them 
toward the Soviets. Rebuild-
ing became the focus, not de-
Nazification.

“You wanted to win them 
over, and it was felt that this 
would not do that,” Ratner 
explained. “Germany became 
the focal point of the Cold 
War.”

Ratner was born in 1945, 
and growing up, heard fam-
ily members talking about 
the Holocaust. His family lost 
about 120 members across 

Germany and Eastern Eu-
rope in the war. Afterward, 
his father sponsored many 
survivors who came over to 
America.

In 1976, Ratner went to Po-
land to see Auschwitz for him-
self.

“It was communist,” 
he said. “Nobody visited 
Auschwitz in those days.”

The Nazis murdered about 
1 million Jews at the infamous 
Auschwitz-Birkenau killing 
camp. Other victims included 
Gypsies, the disabled, homo-
sexuals, dissidents and non-
Jewish Poles and Russians.

“It’s inexplicable,” Ratner 
said. “That’s why it very much 
resonates today.”

While the Russians filmed 

Auschwitz, the British docu-
mented Bergen-Belsen, and 
the Yanks recorded other 
sites. Other camps shown in-
clude Dachau, Buchenwald 
and Majdanek. In all, the film 
includes footage from 14 loca-
tions (10 camps and four sites 
of atrocity) discovered in Aus-
tria, Germany and Poland.

The combat cameramen 
who shot the footage used 
very simple cameras, Ratner 
noted, but “there were a lot of 
them.”

Although Bernstein called 
Hitchcock the director, a 
more apt description would be 
“treatment adviser,” accord-
ing to a release by the Impe-
rial War Museums, in that 
Hitchcock was not present for 
the actual filming or the cre-
ation of the rough cut.

The documentary bears a 
Hitchcock hallmark, Ratner 
said, namely, long, wide shots 
that show the scenes in their 
full context.

“That was done to prove it 
wasn’t staged,” he explained. 

The movie also uses sym-
bolism to evoke the camps’ 
horrors.

“Hitchcock was always 
about symbolism,” Ratner not-
ed. “It’s not like the 15-minute 
newsreels of the day. It’s done 
with a certain degree of art-
istry and care.”

Five rough-cut reels of the 
film were originally complet-
ed, but a planned sixth reel 
was never made — until now. 
To create the new, digital ver-
sion, the restorers went back 
to the original footage — a to-
tal of 100 reels of film — and 
followed the 1945 film team’s 
instructions. There is also a 
new sound track, with a narra-
tor reading the original script, 
plus new sound effects added.

Ratner has seen five of the 
film’s six reels. Asked how 
graphic it is, he admitted, “It’s 
very hard to watch.”

For now, the plan is to show 
the long-lost documentary on 
only one night, Tuesday, May 
19, at the Museum of Jewish 
Heritage, at 36 Battery Place, 
at 7:30 p.m.

“They want to be very care-
ful about how this is being re-
leased,” Ratner said.

Tickets for the premiere 
are available by visiting the 
museum’s Web site, mjhnyc.
org, or calling 646-437-4202. 
Ticket prices are $25, $15 for 
members and $10 for students. 

Lost Holocaust fi lm resurfaces

Liberated: A still from Alfred Hitchcock’s 1945 documentary “German Concentration Camps Factual Survey” 
shows children smiling through barbed wire.  Photo courtesy of Imperial War Museum

Standing ovation: An ex-prisoner applauds the arrival of the Allied lib-
erators.  Photo courtesy of Imperial War Museums

Documentary overseen by Alfred Hitchcock to be screened at Museum of Jewish Heritage
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BY BILL PARRY

A community leader and 
safe streets advocate from 
Jackson Heights was honored 
in Albany Tuesday.

 Cristina Furlong, a found-
ing member of Make Queens 
Safer, was recognized with 
a Women of Distinction 2015 
award, given by the New York 
State Senate.

“Ms. Furlong has worked 
tirelessly to advocate for pe-
destrian safety and to fight 
reckless driving,” state Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “Ms. Furlong and her 
group, Make Queens Safer, 
have been and continue to be 
relentless in their efforts to 
make our streets safer for New 
Yorkers.”

Peralta made the presenta-
tion during the Senate’s 18th 
annual awards celebration. 

“This is a great opportunity 
to honor Ms. Furlong for her ex-
emplary service to our commu-
nity, our borough, our city and 
our state. She and her group de-
serve the utmost recognition.”

Make Queens Safer was 
formed in 2013 after three 
children were killed by reck-
less drivers in less than 10 
months in Jackson Heights 
and surrounding communi-
ties. The organization works 
with schools and community 
groups to provide more street-
safety education.

“On behalf of my group, 
Make Queens Safer, it is an 
honor not just for us, but for 
advocates for social change in 
any arena,” Furlong said. “All 
civic action comes first from 
engaging with communities, 
and Sen. Peralta has always 
been responsive to and pro-
active with the people of the 
13th Senate District. Like 
the women honored in previ-
ous years, my commitment to 
the community will remain 
strong and rooted by the fact 
that our community deserves 
safe streets for all.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

State Sen. Jose Peralta presents Cristina Furlong with a Women of Distinction 2015 award. 
Photo courtesy Jose Peralta's office

Make Queens Safer founder honored in Albany
Jax Hgts’ Cristina Furlong gets Women of Distinction 2015 award for exemplary service

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:

PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. FEDERBUSCH, DPM
Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics

65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

SATURDAY HOURS HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

718-366-FEET / 718-366-3338
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Christ the King High School’s Theatre Production group hosted a special two day performance of their 
Musical Theatre production for local schools in the area. This year, more than 1,800 students over the 
course of two days attended the performance of The Wizard of Oz.  Local schools in attendance included St. 
Margaret’s, Sacred Heart School Glendale, Notre Dame Catholic Academy, Our Lady of Hope, St. Helen’s, 
St. Bridget Catholic Academy, PS 113, PS 128, PS 28, PS 71, PS 58, PS 153 and Middle Village Preparatory 
Middle School.

Michael Michel, President of Christ the King Campus said, “Over the years, Christ the King has strived to 
create strong community relations within its surrounding area.  One way we have done this is by inviting local 
schools to enjoy our musical theatre productions.”

In the past years, the CK Musical Theatre’s Production group has put on performances of Little Shop of 
Horrors, Into the Woods, Grease, Sweeney Todd, Phantom of the Opera, Pippin, Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, 
A Christmas Carol: The Musical, and Guys and Dolls.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Two Days of Gridlock at Christ the King
Theatre Production Group Performs for Local Schools



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 8–14, 2015 11  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

A sanitation worker who died on the 
job last year is being memorialized on 
the Middle Village block where he first 
kissed his high school love and wife. 

Steven Frosch and his wife Bina 
kissed for the first time on 78th Street 
and 67th Drive, when they were in high 
school. Frosch was killed last year on 
June 21st after a street sweeper pinned 
him in a Maspeth garage. To commem-
orate the 43–year-old father of four, the 
city renamed the corner to Steven Fro-
sch Way. 

“We always had a group and end-
less laughs,” his close friend Frank 
Ciccione told a group of more than 
100 people who gathered on the block 
where Frosch grew up and fell in love 
with Bina.

“The city just recognized what 
we already knew – that this is Steve’s 
block.”

Frosch worked for the Sanitation 
Department for 15 years. Before that, 
he walked the streets of the city as 
a cop for four years. Frosch was in 

the middle of greasing an idle street 
sweeper when the 33-year-old driver of 
another sweeper hit Frosch, according 
to police. He was dead by the time re-
sponders arrived. 

Along with his wife, he is survived 
by their four children Stevie, Charl-
ize, Frederica and Jesse. He also has 
a brother, Robert. A friend of Frosch’s 
first suggested the street renaming 
last year. 

“Steven dedicated his life to help-
ing others, even before he became a 
uniformed serviceman. Those who 
were close to him tell stories of his self-
less ways, always encouraging those 
around him to be their best. People like 
Steven Frosch are few and far between, 
and will always live on in the hearts of 
those they touched,” Elizabeth Crowley 
(D- Middle Village) said.  “I’m proud 
of this street renaming and thank my 
colleagues and everyone who helped 
make this possible.”

Reach reporter Eric Jankiewicz by 
e-mail at ejankiewicz@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A Queens judge has denied a mo-
tion to dismiss or reduce a grand jury’s 
nine-count February indictment for 
attempted murder as a hate crime of 
a Long Island man who allegedly ran 
over a Sikh man in Ozone Park last 
year after yelling racial remarks, ac-
cording to court records. 

In her decision Acting Queens Su-

preme Court Judge Toko Serita denied 
the motion to dismiss the indictment 
“since the evidence adduced before 
the grand jury was legally sufficient 
to sustain the indictment.”

 Joseph Caleca, 55, from Setauket, 
L.I., allegedly parked his truck to con-
front the victim, Sandeep Singh, 29, and 
his friends, but then returned to his 
vehicle and drove head-on into Singh, 
who became trapped under the truck, 
according to the criminal complaint 
filed by the Queens district attorney. 

Caleca was charged with dragging 
Singh along the street until his body 
dislodged, at which point Caleca fled 
the scene, the complaint said..

Caleca pleaded not guilty to the 
charges made against him. 

Caleca’s attorney, Murray Rich-
man, alleged that there were defects 
in the DA’s presentation made to the 
grand jury but Serita found no such 
defects, According to the criminal 
complaint, the victim and three of his 
friends were standing at the intersec-
tion of 101st Avenue and 99th Street 
on July 30, 2014, when a pick-up truck 
driven by Caleca approached the 
group and he allegedly said, “Move 
your [expletive] ass.” You’re [expletive] 

Video footage captured Joseph Caleca, al-
legedly running over Sandeep Singh back in 
July 2014. Caleca's request for a dismissal 
of the grand jury indictment was denied.  

Photo courtesy of NYPD

City worker remembered 
at MidVillage intersection

Hate crime charge set 
for Sikh hit-run trial

Do you live, work or play here?
If so, getting a doctor’s appointment, 
right here in Jackson Heights, is now 
faster and more convenient than ever.

Jackson Heights Family Health Center expanded hours:

Monday - Thursday 8 am - 8 pm
Friday - Saturday 8 am - 4 pm

New York Hospital Queens provides even more convenience and 
faster access to a higher level of primary care services, right here in 
Jackson Heights, at our Jackson Heights Family Health Center.

Our on-site physicians include specialists in family medicine, 
women’s health and pediatrics. From preventative care and  
screenings to well-baby visits and immunizations, Jackson 
Heights Family Center provides community access to a higher  

level of primary and specialty care services – right here in Queens. 

Jackson Heights Family Health Center is  
conveniently located at 73-15 Northern Blvd.  

Call (718) 424-2788 now to make an appointment 
that’s convenient for you and your family. 

All New York Hospital Queens insurances are accepted. 

nyhq.org/jackson_heights_family_health

Expanded Hours!

NEW

Continued on Page 50
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

In a letter published a few days 
ago in a New York City tabloid, 
Francisco Castillo may have been 
spot-on with his observation that 
the movement against Common 
Core testing is not hitting the 
right target, but he is woefully 
off-base with his identification of 
the supposedly right target.

He claims that the effects of 
weak classroom discipline are 
at fault for the resistance to test-
ing because exam results would 
incriminate the persons respon-
sible. He blames “teachers, politi-
cians and union leaders.” He’s at 
least two-thirds wrong.

Teachers and union leaders 
have zero binding input into the 
creation and enforcement of the 
Department of Education’s Disci-
pline Code. But if they don’t abide 

by it, they risk fines, suspensions 
or terminations. Since they are 
the front-liners who must bear 
the brunt of anti-social behav-
ior, what sense would it make 
for them to favor a lax discipline 
policy?

Politicians are a different sto-
ry. They can walk away from the 
havoc they cause. Teachers can-
not. For them it is concrete. To 
many, though not all politicians, 
it is just an abstraction until it 
rebounds and dents their own 
prestige. Politicians typically 
stake out their views on educa-
tion issues and advocate them 
quite passionately. They pass 
legislation and uphold programs 
and policies for one primary rea-
son: to advance ambition, jockey 
for prominence, ingratiate them-

selves with others who have 
access to power and finally to 
secure that power and temporal 
stature for themselves. As long 
as those objectives are achieved, 
they categorically will adopt any 
viewpoint and join any alliances 
whether venal or righteous.

Politicians are not bad peo-
ple any more than sharks and 
vipers are bad animals. One is 
programmed by human nature 
and the other by Mother Nature. 
“Voicer” Castillo should have 
done his due diligence about 
Common Core instead of using 
teachers and union leaders as his 
default scapegoat.

Ron Isaac
Bayside
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The death of the young NYPD officer who was 
gunned down in Queens Village last weekend brought 
back memories of a rookie cop, Eddie Byrne, killed in 
Jamaica as he sat in his patrol car in 1988.

There are striking parallels between the two cases, 
although the high-crime era of the Eighties has faded 
away today when felonies are at a record low.

But no matter the time and place, the cold-blooded 
slaying of a police officer sends a jolt through the city 
and makes us take stock of the people whose everyday 
job is to protect us.

Officer Brian Moore, 25, had made more than 150 
arrests in the 105th Precinct and won two meritorious 
awards in his four years on the force.  On a routine 
patrol in an unmarked car early Saturday evening, 
he stopped to question a suspicious man in Queens 
Village who is accused of firing a stolen revolver at 
Moore’s head.  The plainclothes officer, who comes 
from a police family in Nassau, died two days later at 
Jamaica Hospital.

Police Commissioner William Bratton was clearly 
emotional over the murder of the third NYPD officer 
at the hands of gunmen in the last five months.

“He strove for a safer city,” Bratton said of Moore.  
“He was a cop.”

Demetrius Blackwell, a Queens Village resident 
who has compiled an increasingly violent rap sheet 
and served time, was charged with attempted murder.

Like Eddie Byrne, Moore graduated from Plainedge 
HS in North Massepequa and mourners gathered Mon-
day night for a memorial near a baseball field named 
for the rookie cop.

Bryne, assigned to stake out the South Jamaica 
home of a witness in a drug case, was alone in his 
marked patrol car when he was shot five times in the 
head. The son of a cop was just 22 and worked in the 
113th Precinct. Four gunmen were convicted as the as-
sassins.

 The case provoked national outrage and led to the 
restoration of the death penalty in New York state.

Moore’s slaying could revive the debate over stop-
and-frisk and bolster Bratton’s argument to keep the 
broken windows policy intact.

When the city – and in these two cases Queens – 
loses two of its best and brightest officers, we are re-
minded how dangerous police work is.  Whenever a 
suspect is stopped, there is always the possibility of a 
violent confrontation.

The NYPD has been on the ropes recently as police 
tactics are questioned, racial profiling is criticized 
and retraining is required. But when an officer is 
murdered, it’s a wake-up call not to forget that these 
men and women put their lives on the line for us.

SAD WAKE-UP CALL

Don’t blame teachers for lax discipline
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READERS WRITE

United States veterans 
need to have quality health-
care that is easily accessible, 
and if the VA cannot provide 
this, veterans should be al-
lowed to seek private health-
care. Last year brought the 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs national attention once 
again. This time, it was the 
accounts of terrible wait lines 
and inadequate healthcare 
provided by the VA hospitals 
that was causing the uproar. 
Veterans dying waiting for 
treatment should be unheard 
of, and it is an issue that needs 
an immediate solution.

The Veterans Health Ad-
ministration is responsible 
for the care of almost 9 mil-
lion veterans. These are vet-
erans who require health-
care for both their physical 
injuries, illnesses, and their 

mental concerns. According 
to the VA study, twenty-two 
veterans take their own lives 
each day. These are veterans 
who are not getting the sup-
port and care they deserve.

It is currently a VA policy 
for veterans to receive an ap-
pointment within 14 days. In 
2014, more than 57,000 troops 
were waiting over 90 dates 
for their first appointment. 
Despite a drastic increase in 
funding and employees in the 
past eight years, the VA is 
still not doing an adequate job 
in providing for its veterans. 
This clearly demonstrates 
that it is not the funding of 
the VA that is to blame, but 
instead the policy and the or-
ganization of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs.

If substantial financial 
support to the Department 

of Veterans Affairs is not 
enough to alleviate the pres-
sures of having a high popu-
lation of veterans needing 
care, then veterans should 
not be restricted to separate 
facilities. The fastest way to 
make sure veterans begin 
to receive fast and quality 
healthcare is to allow them 
to see doctors outside the VA. 
Based on a study conducted 
by Concerned Veterans For 
America, 89 percent of vet-
erans believe they should be 
able to choose if they want 
treatment within the VA or 
not. Going off of this, if they 
opt for private healthcare 
which is often more expen-
sive, they will need to assist 
in covering the cost.

Veterans should be able 
to have more choices when 
it comes to their healthcare, 

and giving them the opportu-
nity to look for care outside 
the VA is the best way to give 
them choices. Following that, 
these veterans would also be 
responsible for the difference 
in cost for their treatment, 
but the amount that the VA 
would have covered should be 
put towards the private treat-
ment.

With so many problems 
dealing with healthcare com-
ing to light, it is clear that 
the further expansion of the 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs was ineffective, demon-
strating the need for further 
reform. While this process is 
ongoing, veterans should not 
be left to suffer while they 
wait for change. Despite a 
larger budget and a decreas-
ing number of veterans we 
still have reports of veterans 

dying while they wait for 
treatment. The easiest way 
to assist these veterans is to 
give them unrestricted ac-
cess to treatment outside of 
VA facilities.

Since its creation, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
has been inadequate in serv-
ing its purpose: providing 
services to our veterans. The 
United States has a duty to 
the men and women who have 
served their country to pro-
vide quality, timely health-
care to those who have risked 
their lives. When it is clear 
that we are failing, change 
becomes necessary. It is time 
to put the needs of the veter-
ans first, and open up their 
choice to private healthcare.

Shannon Gaffney
Little Neck

A letter to the DOT & MTA:
Queens is NOT Manhat-

tan. We rely on many forms 
of transportation. One form 
should not take priority over 
another. You want traffic 
to move smoothly on Main 
Street? May I suggest:

1) Designate turn lanes 
with turn signals, preferably 
fixing the one-way streets to 
allow for turns. (Come and see 
what was done south of Main 
Street/north of Union Turn-
pike, a complete mockery.)

2) Synchronize the lights to 
make the flow better, especial-
ly since the 25 mph speed limit 
has been instituted (insanity 
and of itself).

3) Ticket double-parked 
cars/commercial vehicles or 
figure out how to have MORE 

parking available.
4) Replace muni-meters 

with parking meters because 
parking meters designate 
specific parking spots, mak-
ing more spots available, and 
turnaround is quicker when 
you don’t have to hunt for the 
muni-meter which can be all 
the way down the block. (An-
other insane fix by whom? 
DOT? MTA?)

I’m sure there are many 
other things we can think of, if 
we are given the opportunity 
and don’t have these proposals 
shoved down our throats! WE 
LIVE HERE – YOU DON’T.

Thank you for your atten-
tion to this matter.

Susan Scharf
Flushing/Queensboro Hill

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

How to make traffi c 
move on Main Street 

Give veterans more healthcare choices

CORRECTION 
In a story that was published in the May 1 edition of the Bayside Times and the Timesledger, “Pre-K is in demand,” 
there were some inaccurate fi gures mentioned.

The story said there were roughly over 16,000 pre-K seats listed in the city Department of Education’s direc-
tory. However, that number was calculated from a previous version of the directory that doesn’t have updated 
fi gures. There are currently 20,421 full-day seats listed in the updated directory for Queens. Also, there are 1,719 
seats listed for School District 24, which was previously estimated at 1,678. There are 1,769 pre-K seats listed in 
the updated directory for District 30, which was previously estimated at 2,209.

CLEARING A PATH FOR DEVELOPMENT

The trees surrounding the Steinway Mansion are cut down suggesting development is nearing. 
Photo by Bill Parry
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On May 2, a young NYPD 
officer from the 105th Pre-
cinct was viciously shot and 
killed while on patrol in an 
unmarked car in Queens Vil-
lage. We mourn and pray for 
the family of 25-year-old Brian 
Moore. The attack unfolded af-
ter two officers seated in their 
unmarked car spotted a man 
whom they knew to have a long 
police rap sheet. The officers 
witnessed this man making a 
furtive movement (adjusting 
his waistband suspiciously) 
and proceeded to follow him 
in their vehicle. The suspect 
suddenly turned and fired on 
Officer Moore.  

New Yorkers are right to 
wonder if this brutal attack 
could have been prevented. 
The mayor’s “new” rules of en-
gagement for the NYPD imple-
mented with lock-step support 
of the City Council are putting 
the lives of police officers in 
jeopardy.  Obvious signs of 
lurking danger exhibited by 

a known recidivist coupled 
with visible hand gestures 
commonly made by those con-
cealing weapons are no longer 
a standalone “justifiable” rea-
son to stop, question and frisk 
an individual. Prior to Mayor 
de Blasio’s tenure, these cops 
would have been in full defen-
sive-mode posture, preparing 
for a Stop, Question and Frisk 
encounter. This defensive pos-
ture can mean the difference 
between life and death.

The NYPD, our nation’s 
most skilled and successful 
police force, has been second-
guessed repeatedly by the May-
or and City Council. A grand 
social experiment advocated 
by ideologically driven elected 
officials with no police enforce-
ment experience has put our 
officers and neighborhoods in 
danger. They are marching us 
back to the days when police 
officers were passive and reac-
tive instead of proactive and in 
crime-prevention mode. This 
threatens our safety each day, 
as demonstrated by the uptick 
of shootings and homicides 
this year. The Mayor and Po-
lice Commissioner may claim 
that other, less violent, crime 
has decreased, but police ex-
perts acknowledge that these 
“other” crime stats simply lag 

behind.
A family now lays to rest a 

young Police Officer killed in 
the line of duty because our 
elected officials have stripped 
him and the NYPD of the com-
monsense tools necessary for 
police to protect themselves 
and our communities – tools 
that over the past two decades 
have measurably reduced 
crime in ALL of our neighbor-
hoods. 

Where are the well-known 
agitators rallying with calls 
of “No Justice, No Peace” on 
behalf of PO Moore? Are de-
mands for justice not applica-
ble when a young cop is shot in 
cold blood by some “misguided 
youth”?

The May 2 attack should be 
a wake-up call to New Yorkers 
of all colors. The journey that 
made New York America’s 
safest large city and saved 
thousands of lives along the 
way – mostly in minority 
communities – is at risk. We 
have made a sharp U-turn to 
satisfy the Mayor and Coun-
cil Speaker’s call for “social 
justice.” City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito and 
Fresh Meadows Councilman 
Rory Lancman are working 
overtime to shove us back into 
New York’s ugly past. Their 

call to decriminalize public 
urination, farebeating and fla-
grant public drinking do not 
make our communities safer 
or more desirable. When these 
activities are no longer crimi-
nalized, you can forget about 
dialing 911 to complain about 
neighborhood bar patrons 
urinating on your building 
or lawn. Even more frighten-
ing, in the past two months, 
subway turnstile-jumpers 
were apprehended by NYPD 
officers and found to possess 
loaded handguns. A stop-and-
frisk search would not have 
been permitted by this new 
legislation, giving free rein to 
violent criminals who ALSO 
often engage in petty lawless-
ness which caused them to be 
stopped under “Broken Win-
dows.”

According to the NYPD 
deputy commissioner for le-
gal matters, Lawrence Byrne, 
a suspect committing a non-
criminal offense “does not 
have any legal obligation to 
identify himself or herself…
they can simply say nothing 
or tell the officer, ‘My name 
is Donald Duck and my ad-
dress is One Disney Place,’ 
and that becomes the basis to 
issue a civil summons, which 
will never be enforced by any 

civil court.”   With no ability 
to   check for prior criminal-
ity or warrants, enforcement 
becomes unenforceable.   This 
legislation will prevent offi-
cers from “policing the streets 
effectively,” said Commission-
er Bratton.

Now Councilman Lancman 
is asking taxpayers to fund the 
hiring of an additional 1,000 
cops while his legislative part-
ner, council speaker Mark-
Viverito, is sponsoring a bill 
to provide taxpayer funds for 
bails set below $2,000.   Let’s 
understand how this would 
work:  The taxpayer-funded 
police will use its resources to 
lock-up miscreants and then 
those same taxpayers will pro-
vide the funds to bail them out 
and return them back to the 
streets as soon as possible.  

Welcome to the new reality 
that is New York, a city driven 
by ideology instead of common 
sense.  With cops being as-
saulted in broad daylight and 
violent crime on the upswing, 
is this really the best that our 
elected officials can do?

 
Bob Friedrich is President 

of Glen Oaks Village, a Civic 
Leader and former candidate 
for NYC Council.

COLUMNS

Second-guessing cops threatens safety
Bob 

Friedrich
n

On Point

Salute our troops long after Memorial Day ends

It was called Decoration 
Day when I was a kid, but it 
has been officially called Me-
morial Day since the 1960s.

To honor those who served 
in the Armed Forces, there will 
be many parades and speeches 
– and probably sales – that day 
or before or after it, depending 
on the community. Queens is 
usually big on this stuff. 

Then, the flag will be re-
turned to full staff from half 
staff, the parades and speeches 
shall end. 

Will our concern for our 

veterans end until next Memo-
rial Day?

During the Civil War, Abra-
ham Lincoln established what 
is the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. Since then, the VA 
has gone through some rough 
times, Veterans have suffered 
because of inefficiency and 
perhaps downright fraud.  
While we keep getting news 
of improvements, eternal vigi-
lance is needed on this and all 
aspects concerning those who 
serve or have served in our 
Armed Forces. 

Remember, too, that the 
members of today’s military 
are all volunteers. We owe 
them a big debt and not just pa-
rades and speeches.  After the 
Civil War. General William 
Tecumseh Sherman attacked 
“those who have never heard 
a shot, never heard the shrieks 

and groans of the wounded and 
lacerated...(but) cry aloud for 
more blood, more vengence, 
more desolation.”

Health care for veterans 
seems to be a sometime thing, 
depending on where you are. 
And, surely, the concern for 
employment of veterans is not 
a constant among our elected 
officials. They make their 
speeches, they wave to the 
gathering and then they walk 
away.

Abraham Lincoln died 150 
years ago last month. For a 
time, Lincoln’s Birthday was 
a holiday (not everywhere, of 
course) along with Washing-
ton’s Birthday later in Febru-
ary.  Now we have Presidents’ 
Day. Which means Abe and 
George and TR and Tom  are in 
the same class as, say, James 
Buchanan. Think about that 

for a minute or two. At least 
Jim is not on Mount Rush-
more. And, then, there is War-
ren G.Harding.  Presidents’ 
Day, indeed.

After the rah-rahing of Me-
morial Day, it might be wise to 
think of words that Walt Whit-
man wrote toward the end of 
his magnificent threnody on 
the death of Lincoln, “When 
Lilacs Last in the Dooryard 
Bloom’d.” For me and for 
many, this is the finest poetry 
written in our country.

“I saw battle corpses, myri-
ads of them,

And the white skeletons of 
young men – I saw them;

I saw the debris and debris 
of all the dead soldiers of the 
war;

But I saw they were not as 
was thought;

They themselves were fully 

at rest – they suffer’d not;
The living remain’d and 

suffer’d – the mother suffer’d,
And the wife and the child, 

and the musing comrade 
suffer’d,

And the armies that 
remain’d suffer’d.”

Our armies are still suffer-
ing as our wars continue, re-
ally with no end in sight, call 
it what you will.  The troops 
and the veterans suffer. The 
mother, the wife, the child – 
they all suffer. Our young men 
and women – all volunteer – 
continue to suffer.

Let us not forget that, long 
beyond this Memorial Day and 
many others. 

Je Suis Charlie
(See my Blog, No Holds 

Barred, at TimesLedger.com)

Kenneth 
Kowald 

n

I Sit and 
Look Out
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The United States Consti-
tution stands as a legacy over 
the land of the free and the 
home of the brave. It is, and 
has been, highly respected by 
both our major political par-
ties.

In recent years there has 
been some controversy over 
court decisions involving 
the First and Fifth Amend-
ments. The First Amendment 
involves freedom of speech, 
freedom of the press, religious 
freedom and the right of citi-
zens to peaceably assemble. 
The Fifth Amendment deals 

with the citizen not being de-
prived of life, liberty or prop-
erty without due process of 
law. There are many other 
sections and amendments 
that arise from time to time in 
terms of interpretation.

But one provision of our 
Constitution has received 
little attention over the years. 
That is Article I, Section 9, 
which states in part the fol-
lowing:

“No title of nobility shall be 
granted by the United States 
and no person holding any 
office of profit or trust under 
them shall, without the con-
sent of the Congress, accept 
of any present, emolument, of-
fice, or title, of any kind what-
ever, from any king, prince, or 
foreign state.”

This section of the Consti-
tution raises questions about 
former Mayor Rudy Giuliani 

receiving an honorary knight-
hood from Queen Elizabeth II 
back in 2002. In addition, the 
British Queen gave an hon-
orary knighthood to former 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg in 
2014. Giuliani received this 
award for his efforts during 
the period after the 9/11 at-
tack. Bloomberg received his 
for entrepreneurial and phil-
anthropic work in the United 
Kingdom. Former Secretary 
of Defense Caspar Weinberger, 
who served during the Reagan 
administration, also received 
an honorary knighthood.

Our founding fathers did 
not look with favor upon our 
political leaders and former 
leaders receiving royal titles. 
They felt strongly enough 
about it to put it into the Con-
stitution.

In the case of Giuliani, he 
received his title after he had 

left office. Later he ran for the 
Republican presidential nomi-
nation in 2008. Had he been 
elected that year, he would 
have served while holding a 
British aristocratic title. This 
would have raised questions 
involving Article I, Section 9. 
The same set of circumstances 
would apply to other former 
office holders obtaining new 
high positions in government, 
either elected or appointed. 
High-ranking members of our 
Armed Forces should not be 
obtaining these kinds of titles.

It should be mentioned 
that former Mayor Bloomberg 
invested $745 million in the 
United Kingdom. It would 
have been a big help to New 
York City if that money had 
been invested here.

Recently we have had 
Democrat Hillary Clinton 
announce her candidacy for 

president. Several Republi-
cans have also announced, 
and more potential candidates 
will announce in the near 
future. That being the case, 
some candidates will be cam-
paigning almost two years. 
The question could be asked, 
are these long presidential 
campaigns in the best interest 
of our democracy?

As regards to Great Brit-
ain, national elections to 
Parliament have political 
campaigns limited by law to a 
three-week period before Elec-
tion Day. It seems to produce 
an efficient system.

Few people here would 
want the type of system that 
the British have. However, 
some type of system should 
be developed for improving 
our national presidential elec-
tions.

Giuliani, Bloomberg and British royal titles

If you have passed a public 
playground anywhere in New 
York City, you have seen this 
sign: “Playground rules pro-
hibit adults except in the com-
pany of children.”

That is right – no adults al-
lowed, unless they are demon-
strably there in their capacity 
as a caregiver. Apparently, any 
adult who simply wants to sit 
on a bench and watch kids at 
play could be a creep. Best to 
just ban them all. The idea that 
children and adults go natural-
ly together has been replaced 
by distrust and disgust.

Maybe you recall that case 
in a Washington Heights play-
ground a few years back when 
seven chess players were fined 
for – wait for it – playing chess. 

The chess tables – concrete 
ones, placed there by the city — 
were deemed too close to the 

kids. So the men were booted.
It didn’t matter that they 

hadn’t caused any trouble. In 
fact, the grizzled guys had tak-
en it upon themselves to teach 
some of the local kids how to 
play the Game of Kings.

The reality of the situation 
– the men’s kindness – didn’t 
matter. All that mattered was 
the fantasies conjured up by 
“What if?” thinking: What 
if they turned out to be mon-
sters?

By separating the genera-
tions this way, we are creating 
a new society, one that actively 
distrusts anyone who wants to 
help a kid other than his own. 
Compare this anxiety with 
what goes on in Japan. There, 
the youngest kids wear bright 
yellow hats when they go to 
school.

“Doesn’t that put them in 
danger?” asked a friend I was 
telling about this. To her, a kid 
who calls attention to himself 
is a kid who could be attract-
ing a predator. It is like she 
really thinks kids should play 
outside in camouflage.

But attracting adult atten-
tion is exactly what the yellow 
hats are supposed to do. In Ja-
pan, the assumption is that the 

easier it is to see children, the 
easier it is for grown-ups to 
look out for them.

Japan is coming from the 
idea that children are our col-
lective responsibility. America 
sees children as private trea-
sures under constant threat, so 
why trust anyone else around 
them?

Which brings me to the 
flip side of our obsession with 
stranger danger: The idea that 
any time a parent lets her kids 
do anything on their own, she 
is actually asking the rest of us 
grown-ups to “babysit” them, 
for free.

This topic came up last 
week when a story from Can-
ada went viral: An 11-year-old 
boy in an Alberta mall was de-
tained by the staff of the Lego 
store because he was shopping 
there without a parent. It didn’t 
matter that he had come there 
with his own money, intending 
to buy the Legos he loves so 
much. It didn’t matter that he 
had shopped there many times 
before without incident. And it 
didn’t matter that he was per-
fectly well-behaved.

All that mattered was that 
this time, a store employee 
asked his age and when it was 

under 12 (the magical age when 
Lego allows consumers to fork 
over cash on their own) he was 
deemed an unbearable burden 
to the store. The manager had 
him detained him until his fa-
ther picked him up.

This detention outraged 
many people, but a signifi-

cant contingent sided with the 
store, saying that the employ-
ees there shouldn’t have to 
“babysit” the boy.

But that’s the point! No one 
did have to babysit him. He was 
just a person in public, albeit a 
young one. He was fine.

If some problem had come 
up – say he poked himself in 
the eye with a Lego block – 

well, then, yes, some adult may 
have had to come to his aid.

That is not babysitting! 
That is one human being help-
ing another who happens to be 
under 12.

Most kids making their way 
to school, running an errand, 
or playing in the park are not 
going to need major league as-
sistance from anyone, adult or 
otherwise. But if they do, I’d 
like to think most of us would 
give it ungrudgingly. Their 
parents have not foisted a huge 
burden on society by letting 
their kids be part of it.

Old and young have always 
interacted. Adults who enjoy 
being around kids are, for the 
most part, adults who enjoy be-
ing around kids. They aren’t 
predators.

And kids who are out and 
about in the world are, for the 
most part, kids out and about. 
Not a big, unpaid, drag of a job 
for the rest of us.

I’m not sure about the yel-
low hats, but Japan has the 
right idea. Looking out for ev-
eryone beats trusting no one.

Lenore Skenazy is a public 
speaker and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.

COLUMNS

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

Why separating the generations doesn’t work

William
Lewis

n

Adults who enjoy 
being around kids 
are, for the most 
part, adults who 

enjoy being around 
kids. They aren’t 

predators
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A KFC Corporation fran-
chisee which operates 13 
stores in Queens, Brooklyn 
and Manhattan agreed to 
pay $375,000 in restitution for 
several labor-law violations, 
the state attorney general an-
nounced.

The company, Divine Inves-
tors LLC,  and its owner, Hiren 
Patel, violated labor laws such 
as requiring employees to 
continue to work after they 
clocked out, not paying all re-
quired overtime and failing 
to cover the cost of laundering 
employees’ uniforms, accord-
ing to the settlement. More 
than 700 current and former 
employees are eligible for res-
titution under the settlement.

Divine Investors and Patel 
own and operate the KFC fran-
chise on 140-04 Queens Blvd. 
near the corner of Hillside Av-
enue. Patel is also part owner 
in 27 other KFC franchises, in-
cluding eight located in Flush-
ing, Jamaica and Woodside.

“This KFC franchisee ig-
nored certain basic laws pro-
tecting his low-wage workers, 
and this is simply not accept-

able,” said Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman. “In New 
York, we have one set of rules 
for everyone, and all employ-
ers must comply with our la-
bor laws.”

During the investigation 
into Divine Investors and Pa-
tel, the AG’s team found that 
Patel regularly failed to pay 
proper overtime to employ-
ees who worked more than 
40 hours per week, on occa-
sion required employees to 
continue working after clock-
ing out and treated certain 
managers as exempt from the 
overtime pay requirement. He 
also failed to pay workers for 
“call-in pay,” or compensation 
for being called in to work and 
then being sent home before 
clocking in or being sent home 
early and required cashiers 
to pay cash register shortages 
out of their pocket in order to 
keep their jobs, according to 
court records.

“Finally we’re getting 
some restitution for the way 
we were treated on the job,” 
said Shenita Simon, a Queens 
mother of four who worked at a 
KFC franchise owned by Patel 
from 2011 to 2014. “No one de-

serves to be intimidated on the 
job or have their wages stolen. 
This settlement is proof that 
when workers join together, 
we’re able to hold our employ-
ers accountable to the law. It 
is a good first step in ensur-
ing that all low-wage workers 
in New York State are treated 
with dignity and respect.”

In addition to the payments, 
Divine will designate internal 
compliance officers responsi-
ble for ensuring labor law com-
pliance going forward. For the 
next three years, the compli-
ance officers will provide the 
attorney general’s office with 
quarterly reports and payroll 
documents to ensure that Di-
vine complies with labor laws.

Since 2011, Schneiderman 
has secured more than $20 
million in restitution for more 
than 17,000 workers across 
New York, and recovered more 
than $2 million in restitution 
and penalties for the state. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.The owner of the KFC franchise on Queens Blvd in Jamaica had been 

overworking and underpaying his employees at this location according 
to the Attorney General.  Courtesy of Yum Brands

KFC owner settles $375K for labor offenses

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary, the family member 
is just as important as the patient.

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Nobody knows more than Calvary Hospital that caring for a loved 
one who is in the end-of-life stage is challenging – both physically 
and mentally. The stress can feel unbearable. It puts the entire 
family at risk for depression, anxiety disorders, physical sickness and 
disruptions in life – both at home and at work. Our experts clearly 
understand that this feeling of abandonment is just as significant 
as the physical pain. That’s why 90% of what we do at Calvary 
is caring for the family. In fact, we have an entire department 
specifically dedicated to caring for family members, with this year 
marking the 10th anniversary of our unique Family Care Center. 
It is all a part of our core value of “non-abandonment” – the 
commitment we make to our patients and their families every 
day. It’s one more reason why Calvary is Where Life Continues. 
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Claudia Paguay
Student of Distinction
May 2015
Humanities & the Arts 
High School
Cambria Heights, New York

Claudia Paguay, our May 2015 Student 
of Distinction, has been selected Salutatorian 
of Humanities and the Arts High School’s 
2015 graduating class. She is also President 
of Student Government, President of Senior 
Council, and President of Humanities and the 
Arts Honors Club.

Her interests are varied and include dra-
matic arts, photography, and sports. Clau-
dia is head of photography for the senior 
Yearbook committee. In terms of dramatic 
arts, she co-hosted an interview with Michael 
Mitnick. Mitnick, who was the screenwriter of 
“The Giver,” met with students from Humani-
ties and the Arts HS. Additionally, Claudia 
is a member of the school’s HA! Theater 
Company. While she is interested in acting 
and television, she would also like to pursue 
studies in Political Science.

She is equally active on the field. Claudia 
is Co-Captain of the girls bowling team; Cap-
tain of the girls tennis team; and had played 
on the girls soccer team during her Freshman 
year.

Social Studies teacher Daniel Bacharach 
heads up College Summit. College Summit is 
designed to create college-oriented culture in 
high schools across the country. Bacharach 
praised Claudia as one of the Peer Leaders 
that Humanities and the Arts chose to attend 
a summer training conference last summer. 
It was at the conference where she learned 
to be a Peer Leader – essentially a Teaching 
Assistant – in the program.

Bacharach stated, “I have had the plea-
sure of working with Claudia in my Summit 
course this year. She helped her peers craft 

their resumes, draft and revise personal 
statements, and research colleges that would 
be a good fit for their future. Concurrently 
throughout this process, Claudia carried out 
all tasks for her own college applications… 
balancing her own workload and the hours 
required with giving her time for the good 
of the greater school community. Such a com-
mitment to peers is rare in students her age.”

Principal Rosemarie O’Mard has nothing 
but high praise and is confident that, “Clau-
dia will be successful at any profession she 
pursues. She always volunteers and gives 
150% to the school. I certainly wish more 
students were like Claudia.”

K. Mansmann, English Teacher, is quite 
enthusiastic in his praise for Claudia. “She is 
a gifted student who excels at creativity in all 
its aspects, but specifically as a writer. She 
challenges her inner core by being involved 

in a myriad of activities. For example, 
Claudia enjoys bowling, tennis, read-
ing. Additionally, she is on the Senior 
Council and Yearbook Committee. She 
is an active member of the National 
Honors Society, and, through the soci-
ety, is a volunteer tutor. 

“Among her altruistic activities is 
participation in food drives and, dur-
ing the summer, taking care of third 
graders at a local elementary school,” 
explained Mansmann.

Regarding education and academ-
ics, Mansmann supports Claudia’s 
commitment. “This assertive young 
lady feels strongly about education. 
Although she may not want to teach 
she endeavors to help young people 
become critical and discriminating 
thinkers. Cultivating these skills is the 
mark of an excellent educator.  She 
may be small in size but will not be 
overlooked or unheard. She is that 
rare combination of eloquence and 

demonstrativeness when necessary,” he said.
Claudia has applied to and been ac-

cepted to SUNY Purchase, Baruch, Adelphi, 
and Barry University. She is not certain which 
school she will attend yet. She has enjoyed 
her high school experience and said, “I love 
Humanities and the Arts High School, warts 
and all.”

While discussing her personal philosophy, 
Claudia immediately quoted a film character. 
She enthused, “I’m a huge Star Wars fan! 
Yoda’s quote stands out for me: Do. Or do 
not. There is no try.” 

We look forward to learning about all 
Claudia’s accomplishments in the years to 
come as she does, not tries, to succeed. Our 
congratulations to Claudia Paguay, 2015 
Salutatorian Humanities and the Arts High 
School!

 –By Bob Harris

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY
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Changes are coming to the Q28 bus 
route this summer, with additional 
buses allocated to increase frequency 
and decrease crowding.

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority will implement changes to 
the bus route beginning in late June, 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) an-
nounced last week. 

The Q28 route, which runs from 
Main Street in Flushing to Bell Boule-
vard in Bay Terrace, will be scheduled 
to run every 3 1/2 minutes during peak 
morning hours, as opposed to the four-
minute increments currently in place.

The MTA estimated the changes 
will reduce the average bus capacity 
from 109 percent to 97 percent in the 
morning.

The bus will be scheduled to run ev-
ery 10 minutes during midday rather 
than the current 12 minutes, decreas-
ing capacity from 119 percent to 99 per-
cent. During the peak evening hours, 
the MTA plans to reduce six-minute 
intervals to five-minute intervals, de-
creasing capacity from 129 percent to 
73 percent.

~Tom Momberg

A corner store in Little Neck was 
broken into and robbed over the week-
end, public information officers at the 
NYPD said.

One or more suspects forcefully 
entered a side door of the Grocery and 
Deli, 39-02 Little Neck Parkway, some-
time between 4 p.m. Sunday, May 3 and 
6 a.m. Monday, May 4, according to the 
NYPD.

An undisclosed amount of money, 
cigarettes and scratch-off lottery tick-
ets were taken from the corner store, 
which is located across the street from 
the Little Neck Long Island Rail Road 
station, police said.

Vandalism was also apparent. Blue 
spray paint was applied in streaks 
across much of the merchandise in the 
store, with graffiti tags marked along 
the store’s coolers. The most legible 
marking was “Whitestone” sprayed on 
the top of a reach-in freezer.

The police said the investigation 
was ongoing.

Anybody with information regard-
ing the incident should contact NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS to 
submit an anonymous tip, or go online 
to crimestoppers.nyc.gov.

~Tom Momberg

The Briarwood Action Network, a 
neighborhood group, hosted the semi-
annual “It’s My Park Day!” at Hoover-
Manton Playgrounds in Briarwood 
over the weekend. 

About 150 residents of Briarwood 
and other Queens neighborhoods 
painted benches and raked leaves 
around the park’s seating area on Man-
ton Street between 83rd Avenue and 
Main Street. 

The event, co-sponsored by the city 
Department of Parks and Recreation, 

featured arts and crafts, storytelling 
and live music. 

The event is held once in the spring 
and again in the fall. During the fall, 
daffodils were planted near the seating 
area. 

“It’s above all about recognizing 
and showing love and caring for our 
park,” said Aida Vernon, BAN’s presi-
dent. 

– Madena Toure

Residents clean up Briarwood park

Corner store vandalized

More buses for Q28
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"Whitestone" was sprayed along the surface of a reach-in freezer by vandals at a corner 
store, 39-02 Little Neck Parkway. Photo by Tom Momberg
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Opening the 
fi rehouse doors 

for FDNY’s 
150th

One young visitor to Engine 319 in Middle Village left a handmade thank you card.  Photo by Michael Shain

Where’s the fire? At Engine Company 306 in Bayside, four-year-old Kieran Richardson (l) and Lucas Molina, also 
4, hang out on the truck during the FDNY’s city-wide open house.  Photo by Madina Toure

Roman Vazquez and his brother Saul get to play with the real thing at 
Engine Company 304/Ladder 162 in Corona.  Photo by Steve Alvarez

Borough President Melinda Katz chats with the men of Engine Company 
287/Ladder 186 in Elmhurst. Photo courtesy of Borough President

The neighborhoood turns out for a chance to see inside Engine Company 319, which calls itself the Lone Wolf, 
because only one engine is stationed there.  Photo by Michael Shain

Rafael gets a chance to sit at the wheel of the big rig at Engine Company 
319 in Middle Village.   Photo by Michael Shain
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Residential & Commercial
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*Deluxe white PVC arbor or $300 off with new purchase and installation of 200ft or more. Some styles may be excluded. Excludes aluminum.  See store for details. Not valid with other 
offers, discounts or on prior purchases. Valid on new installations only.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not 

apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

QUALITY. VALUE. VARIETY. SERVICE.

Privacy PVC

LOWEST PRICES OF THE SEASON

LINDA MARR 

 

 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS
The Cambria School of Excellence, Inc. admits students of any race, color, national 
and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 
accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational 
policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other 
school-administered programs.

6TH – 8TH GRADES

Get an exclusive Prep-School 
Education without the high cost 

and Manhattan commute.

CAMBRIA SCHOOL
OF EXCELLENCE

Rigorous Academic Programs
Cultivates Self-Confidence, Leadership, 

    Character & Excellence
French, Spanish, Mandarin
Latin/Public Speaking/Entrepreneurship
Piano/Strings and Band
Chartered by NYS Education Dept.

233-10 Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, NY 11411
718-341-1991 ext. 231 ~ Call for an appointment

CAMBRIA  SCHOOLCAMBRIA  SCHOOL
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced 
early this week he has allocated an 
additional $33.6 million in his FY2016 
executive budget to raise the operating 
budgets of 130 of the city’s lowest-per-
forming schools.

The de Blasio administration esti-
mated that those schools, which include 
Long Island City, Flushing, Martin Van 
Buren, August Martin and Richmond 
Hill High Schools in Queens, will see 
an average budget increase of $250,000 
for the next school year.

The mayor’s administration also 
plans to invest another $59.7 million in 
those 130 schools for every year there-
after.

“These new investments will make 
a real difference: more AP classes, 
more guidance counselors, extra tu-
tors and schools open longer. We have 
a plan for these schools’ success and 
we’re going to make sure they have the 
tools to turn around and raise student 
achievement,” de Blasio said in a state-
ment.

De Blasio came out with his School 
Renewal Program in 2014, which iden-
tified 94 schools as “Renewal Schools” 
and set aside $150 million to lengthen 
school days, provide additional train-
ing for faculty and staff, and provide 
additional services to children and 
their families.

Now, the mayor plans to expand on 
that initiative in response to criticism 
from the state. 

In a sneak peak into next year’s 
executive budget, City Hall revealed 
that the extra $33.6 million would 
provide additional resources to sup-
port Renewal Schools and Community 
Schools, as well as the schools that the 
state deemed as “persistently failing” 
when Gov. Andrew Cuomo unveiled 
his education reforms.

“I am glad Mayor de Blasio is doing 
his best to see that we do right by our 
children and get them the educational 
resources they need to succeed, es-
pecially when the state still owes our 
schools billions. Every child in New 
York City deserves access to a quality 
education and I applaud the mayor for 
making that goal a priority,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) said in a 
statement.

As a part of the new initiative, the 
city plans to rename all of the desig-
nated Renewal Schools as Community 
Schools to incorporate and encourage 
local collaborations, build community 
partnerships and to be able to offer 
more resources to students.

BY MADINA TOURE

National retailer Forever 21’s new 
concept store opened in Flushing over 
the weekend. 

The retailer signed a lease in No-
vember for a 10,093-square-foot space 
for F21 red, the brand’s first con-
cept store in Queens, at The Shops at 
SkyView Center, a mixed-use, multi-
level shopping destination at 40-24 
College Point Blvd. The newly opened 
store is located on Level D across from 
Nordstrom Rack. 

Event celebrations were held Satur-
day, featuring a DJ. The first 100 cus-
tomers received a store gift card. 

F21 red, which is promoting the 
store as an exciting environment that 
offers trendy fashion for shoppers of 
all ages, provides a deeper inventory 
of staples from Forever 21, Forever 21 

Men, Forever 21 Girls and Forever 21 
Plus at premium price points.  

F21 red joins the roughly 
700,000-square-foot Onex Real Estate 
development. 

David Brickman, vice president of 
Onex Real Estate Partners, which owns 
and operates The Shops at SkyView 
Center, said the opening of Forever 21 
solidifies The Shops as the fashion val-
ue-shopping destination of Queens.

“SkyView offers F21 an opportunity 
to co-locate in an incredibly dense pop-
ulation center with other value fash-
ion-focused tenants such as Nordstrom 
Rack, Uniqlo, Nike Clearance Store 
and Marshall’s,” Brickman said.

He said the store will directly ben-
efit from shoppers already visiting 
SkyView’s anchor tenants, including 
Target, BJ’s Wholesale Club and Sky-
Foods supermarket.

Flushing High School is one of at least five 
high schools in Queens that have addition-
al funds earmarked in Mayor Bill de Blasio's 
FY2016 Executive Budget.

Retailer Forever 21 opens 
new concept store in Queens 

De Blas budget provides 
boost to failing schools

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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BY MADINA TOURE

Mayor Bill de Blasio is calling for 
stronger rent laws to mitigate the loss 
of affordable housing due to deregula-
tion. 

The proposed reforms are the elim-
ination of vacancy decontrol, which 
allows apartments to move toward 
market levels when vacated;  removal 
of the vacancy allowance, which al-
lows rents to be raised 20 percent when 
tenants leave an apartment; and make 
annual increases imposed by the Rent 
Guidelines Board temporary rather 
than permanent.

Rent laws are up for renewal June 
15. More than 35,000 affordable apart-
ments have left rent regulation since 
it was last extended in 2011, de Blasio 
said. 

“Rent is the No. 1 expense for New 
Yorkers,” he said. “Unless we change 
the status quo, tens of thousands of 
hardworking families will be pushed 
out of their homes.” 

The city’s rent-stabilized apart-
ments provide affordable homes for 
more than 1.4 million low-income ten-
ants and more than 700,000 moderate- 
and middle-income residents. 

The reforms intend to address the 
deregulation of vacant apartments 
with a $2,500 monthly rent and land-

lords who use the vacancy allowance 
to force tenants out of their homes so 
they can increase rents. 

Costs from increased services or 
improvements to individual apart-
ments would be spread out over 10 
years.  Building-wide or system im-

provements would be spread out over 
seven years. Long-term rent  would be 
untouched and reset after the fixed pe-
riod. 

De Blasio also announced free le-
gal representation for rent-stabilized 
tenants in up to 15 neighborhoods and 

the launching of a Tenant Harassment 
Prevention Task Force with state At-
torney General Eric Schneiderman. 

State Sen. James Sanders (D-South 
Ozone Park) expressed support for the 
reforms.

“Rent regulations protect tenants 
from excessive rent increases and ha-
rassment by landlords, while still al-
lowing property owners a reasonable 
return on their investments,” Sanders 
said.

At the end of March, de Blasio ap-
pointed or reappointed all nine mem-
bers of the Rent Guidelines Board, 
which decides on annual rent adjust-
ments for about 1 million apartments 
throughout the city that are subject to 
the rent stabilization law. 

De Blasio advocated for a rent freeze 
during his election campaign but has 
not spoken publicly on the issue. 

In 2013, the average monthly rent 
in rent-stabilized buildings in Queens 
was $1,123, according to the Rent 
Guidelines Board’s 2015 Income Study 
released earlier this month.  There are 
about 140,000 rent-stabilized apart-
ments in Queens.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Mayor de Blasio has announced reforms that would protect affordable housing in the 
city. 

De Blasio wants changes to rent regulation

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

321

54

76 The Sanitation Department color guard brings a crowd of 200 people to their feet in Middle Village at the renaming of 
a street for Steven Frosch, a sanitation worker who was killed in an equipment accident last June. Frosch grew up on 
the block at 67th Drive. Photo by Michael Shain

Council member Elizabeth Crowley presents a street 
sign to the family of sanitation worker Steven Frosch at 
ceremonies in Middle Village.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Little Clara (with helmet) arrives in Alley Pond Park for the Pets and Pals/Walk-4-Paws 
Party with mom and dad and their dog, Satya.   Photo by Julie Weissman

A pair of Irish wolfhounds is more than a handful for their owner, Declan.  
Photo by Julie Weissman 

A woman pushes through as she gets to the corner of 
41st Ave and Vernon Blvd.  Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Not everyone had to bend over their handbars for the 
Five Boro Bike Tour. This biker sat back and took in the 
sights along Vernon Boulevard.  Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Stopping on the Queensborough Bridge are (from l-r) 
Courtney from Rego Park, Rafal from Forest Hills and 
Stefan from Middle Village.  Photo by Mike Guelly

MIDDLE VILLAGE REMEMBERS ONE OF ITS OWN

ALLEY POND PARTY FOR PETS AND THEIR PALS

FIVE BORO BIKE TOUR HITS THE ROAD 
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AARP gives you the information to 
help care for your loved ones, just like 
they did with you once. You don’t have 
to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for 
help. Visit our website or call now to 
get practical health and wellness tips 
to provide even better care for those 
who once took care of you.
We provide you information to 
give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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Create New Fortunoff Memories for Moms, Grads & Dads

New Jewelry Boutique by Esther Fortunoff
1504 OLD COUNTRY ROAD, WESTBURY, NY 11590
Next to P.F. Chang’s, east end of Mall at The Source

FortunoffJewelry.com | 800.636.7886
Bring in this ad for a special discount offer.

Items shown above available in store only.

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
300 Jay Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201

Follow Us: www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

718.260.5500

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

www.citytech.cuny.edu/summer

SESSION 1 BEGINS ON

MAY 28
SESSION 2 BEGINS ON 

JULY 6

SUMMER SESSIONS

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
BEGINS ON APRIL 6: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A licensed practical nurse 
was charged April 30 with 
the murder of a 23-month-old 
female infant after she was 
caught boarding a Virgin At-
lantic flight to Nigeria via 
London, the Queens District 
Attorney’s Office announced. 

The 23-month-old develop-
mentally disabled child, whom 
the nurse was hired to care for, 
died due to complications of 
scalding,  DA Richard Brown 
said. She had been taken to the 
hospital several days earlier 
for \scald burns that covered 
approximately 50 percent of 
her body, according to the DA.

“The defendant had been 
trained to heal and save lives 
– which she is accused of fail-
ing to fulfill. The tiny victim 
suffered extraordinarily pain-
ful injuries for several days be-
fore she died. This is a terribly 
sad and tragic case that could 
have been prevented,” Brown 
said.

Oluyemisi Adebayo, 54, 
of 201st St. in St. Albans, has 
been a licensed practical 
nurse in New York State since 

1998. She is presently await-
ing arraignment in Queens 
Criminal Court on a criminal 
complaint charging her with 
second-degree murder, the DA 
said.

According to the criminal 
complaint filed by the Queens 
DA, physicians at Nassau Uni-
versity Medical Center per-
formed surgery on the child 
in order to treat second- and 
third-degree immersion scald 
burns that covered  nearly 
half of her body. The child died 
three days later and the pre-
liminary findings of an autop-
sy conducted within 24 hours 
found the cause of death was 
complications from burned 
with scalding water.

Adebayo said she had pre-
pared a bath for the child 
April 21 and tested the tub 
water with her hand before 
placing the child in the baby 
tub. When Adebayo removed 
the child from the baby tub, 
she said she noticed that the 
child’s skin was falling off her 
legs, according to the criminal 
complaint. 

Court records said detec-
tives from the NYPD’s Crime 

Scene Unit performed water 
temperature tests on the faucet 
that Adebayo said was used to 
fill the baby tub. The tests al-
legedly revealed that the max-
imum water temperature for 
the faucet was 130 degrees and 
that it took approximately 120 
seconds for the temperature to 
reach the maximum level. 

According to the criminal 
complaint, medical personnel 
said Adebayo’s account of how 
the child came to be burned 
was inconsistent with the na-
ture and severity of the inju-
ries.  Prosecutors contended 
the child’s severe injuries indi-
cated she had been submerged 
up to her waist in 130 degree 
water for approximately 30 
seconds.  

Adebayo’s next court ap-
pearance is scheduled for May 
15, and if convicted, she faces 
up to 25 years to life in prison. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Nurse Oluyemisi Adebayo from St. Albans was charged with second-de-
gree murder after the death of an infant due to severe burns that killed 
the baby after a bath, the Queens DA says.  Courtesy of Linked In

Nurse charged with murder in infant death

SOMETHING NEW IS HAPPENING IN QUEENS
Newly renovated big apartments, new lobbies and landscaping. 

Great new shops and restaurants just steps from your door. 
The new LeFrak City.

(888) 690-2612     LEFRAKCITY.COM
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COMPLETE MEDICARE-MEDICAID BENEFITS.
$0 COST.
AND THAT’S NOT EVEN THE BEST PART.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE  

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete, 
the CHOICE health plan that combines all 
the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid in 
a single plan. It provides all the services 
and support you need to live safely and 
independently at home – at zero cost to 
you. And here’s the best part: it’s from 
the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
������
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

VNSNY CHOICE
FIDA Complete
(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health planthat combines Medicare and Medicaid benefi ts for people who need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York

H8490_AD_MM Approved 12162014
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WE ARE OPEN LATE! WE ARE OPEN LATE! 

 FIND YOUR PERFECT FIND YOUR PERFECT

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A  
OVER 3,000 CARSOVER 3,000 CARS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 5/08/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

20k miles, Stk#3788

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2012 Mercedes E350, 20k 11628 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Acura TL, 17k 7918 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes C300, 14k  3824 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

*Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be applied to advertised cars. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY
RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY!

 MATCH WITH MATCH WITH

CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 5/08/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

43k miles, Stk#3793

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k  8314 $6,995
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

TO CHOOSE FROM!TO CHOOSE FROM!
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection officers are always 
discovering interesting con-
cealment methods. Within the 
span of a few days, they found 
several pounds of cocaine hid-
den three different ways – in 
a smuggler’s underwear, in 
a backpack, and by one guy 
who allegedly swallowed it – at 
John F. Kennedy International 
Airport in Jamaica. 

On April 16, Romario Lew-
is, a Jamaican citizen, arrived 
from Kingston, Jamaica and 
presented himself for inspec-
tion. During the examination 
of his suitcase, Lewis exhibit-
ed numerous signs of nervous-
ness. 

Customs Border Protection 
officers conducted a physical 
search of Lewis and discov-
ered two packages in his groin 
area, they said. The two pack-
ages, which contained a white 
powdery substance that tested 
positive for cocaine, weighed 
about a pound, and had an es-
timated street value of more 
than $19,000, according to 
Drug Enforcement Agency sta-
tistics said the CPB . The pack-
ages were seized.

Three days later, the agen-
cy stopped Gyan Morgan, a Ja-
maican citizen who arrived on 
a flight from Kingston. Dur-
ing inspection, Agents noticed 

Morgan appeared nervous 
and continued the examina-
tion in a private search room 
with negative results, yet the 
follow-up interview had sev-
eral inconsistencies. Morgan 
was taken to a medical facil-
ity near JFK, where he volun-
tarily admitted to ingesting 
approximately 70 pellets of co-
caine weighing 2 pounds. CPB 
said an x-ray was taken and 
showed foreign bodies within 
his stomach cavity. Morgan 
was placed under arrest and 
was remanded to the medical 

facility until all the pellets of 
narcotics had passed out of his 
system said Customs.   

On April 20, Romano Zurl-
ini, an Italian citizen, arrived 
at John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport from Santo Do-
mingo, Dominican Republic. 
During his luggage examina-
tion, Customs said it noticed 
his backpack was unusually 
heavy when empty and its 
sides were unusually thick. 

Zurini was escorted to a pri-
vate search room where Cus-

BY BILL PARRY

A new medical facility is 
being planned for Long Island 
City. Norvin Healthcare Prop-
erties announced a project 
with NYU Langone Medical 
Center that will transform a 
45,000-square-foot industrial 
building into a multi-specialty 
ambulatory care facility.

An affiliate of Manhattan-
based Norvin Healthcare 
Properties acquired the two-
story building, located at 21-21 
44th Drive, in a transaction 
valued at $66 million. Norvin 
simultaneously entered into a 
31-year lease with NYU Lan-
gone Medical Center to run 
the facility.

At present, NYU Langone 
owns and leases more than 6 
million square feet throughout 

the metropolitan area, with 2.4 
million square feet of that on 
the main campus alone.

It is not known when con-
struction will begin.

 “It will be a fairly compre-
hensive facility that should be 
complete in 12 to 18 months,” 
Norvin Healthcare Properties 
President Norman Livings-

ton said. “Consumer demand 
for convenient, high-quality, 
cost-effective health care has 
created an urgent need for pro-
viders to bring full-service, 
multi-specialty outpatient cen-
ters to their community. This 
new NYU Langone facility in 
Long Island City will satisfy 
that need in terms of both lo-
cation and the comprehensive 
range of health care services 
that will be offered under one 
roof.”

The property’s location is 
within a two-block radius of 
four different subway lines, 
but the neighborhood’s unprec-
edented population growth is 
the primary draw for the two 
companies. Over 8,600 resi-
dential units have been com-
pleted in LIC since 2006, and 

BY BILL PARRY
 
Vernon Boulevard will be 

closed to traffic between 50th 
Avenue and 46th Avenue Sat-
urday for the second annual 
LIC Springs! street festival. 
The Long Island City Part-
nership and the Department 
of Transportation’s Weekend 
Walks Program, host the 
block party, which drew over 
5,000 people last year, from 
noon to 5 p.m.

“The LIC Springs! street 
festival is always a great op-
portunity to showcase every-
thing our vibrant community 
has to offer,” LIC Partnership 
President Elizabeth Lusskin 
said. “In addition to fabu-
lous outdoor dining options 
presented by our local res-
taurants, festivalgoers can 
look forward to a whole host 
of free, family-friendly activi-
ties, including outdoor fitness 
routines, art making and live 
musical performances.”

LIC Springs! will feature 
neighborhood restaurants, 
shops, cultural institutions, 
artists and community orga-
nizations hosting a variety 
of activities: McManus Irish 
Dance Performance at Wood-
bines, bites from an M. Wells 
Pop-Up, a circus act from 
Circus Warehouse, archery 
games by Indoor Sports Ex-
treme, group workout ses-
sions with CrossFit Gantry, 

and a spaghetti and gelato 
eating contest and Manduca-
tis Rustica.

“We’re hoping the spa-
ghetti and gelato eating con-
test will someday rival Co-
ney Island’s Hot Dog Eating 
Contest,” an LIC Partnership 
spokeswoman said. “The win-
ner’s name will be engraved 
on a trophy that will stay in 
Manducatis Rustica.”

There will be a ballerina 
dancing at Bareburger, per-
formances by the Sage Music 
School, Thalia Spanish The-
ater, the LIC School of Ballet, 
Corbu, Variations Theater 
and Shelly Bhushan.

Site-specific art work 
from LIC artists will be fea-
tured as well as MoMA PS1, 
Socrates Sculpture Park, the 
Museum of the Moving Im-
age, Noguchi Museum and 
the LIC Cultural Alliance.

The LIC Partnership will 
also hold the second annual 
LIC Springs! photo contest 
as part of the event. Follow 
the Partnership on Insta-
gram and Twitter and use 
#LICSprings throughout the 
#BlockParty to share photos 
of #Dining, #Arts, #Fam-
ily and #Fitness. Winners in 
each category will receive an 
LIC prize package.

“We are looking forward 
to welcoming thousands of 
visitors for a day of fun in 
LIC,” Lusskin said.

NYU Langone Medical Center will 
operate an ambulatory care fa-
cility 21-21 44th Dr. in Long Island 
City. Photo by Bill Parry

Pedestrians have Vernon Boulevard to themselves during the 2nd annu-
al LIC Springs! street festival. Photo courtesy of LIC Partnership

One of the three cocaine smugglers is caught with an unusual bulge in 
his pants at JFK airport.  Photo by US Homeland Security

LIC Springs! is back
on Vernon Blvd. Sat.

Medical facility coming to LIC

Coke seized at JFK 
Drug found in underwear, backpack, body: Customs

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38

Again, pet parents will 
have an opportunity to have 
a microchip applied to their 
furry friends for a $25 dona-
tion. The event, slated for 

between noon and 3 p.m., 
will serve as another fund-
raiser. Proceeds will go to the 
Friends of Fort Totten Parks 
and the New York City Veter-
inary Emergency Response 
Team.

Registration is available 
on site. For more informa-
tion, visit www.centralvets.

Continued from Page 2 

Microchips
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 Speakup.Queenslibrary.org  
 or http://investinlibraries.org

11783a-2/15

Speak up! Log on  
to send an email.  

Tell your neighbors and 
share on social media 

# investinlibraries

LOVE YOUR LIBRARY? SPREAD THE WORD!

Take a moment to speak up for:
- Investment in libraries
- Funding 6-day service in every library,  

in every neighborhood
- Fully funding the 10-year capital plan
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BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park) and 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-
Hollis) were among Senate 
Democrats who walked off the 
Senate floor Monday after Re-
publicans refused to call a vote 
on whether the recently ar-
rested state Sen. Dean Skelos 
should remain their majority 
leader.

Skelos, 67, was charged 
with using his position to shift 
more than $200,000 in pay-
ments to his son Adam, 32, ac-
cording to the criminal com-
plaint filed by the office of U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara. 

The Senate Democratic 
Conference introduced a mo-
tion from Sen. Daniel Squad-
ron (D-Lower Manhattan) that 
would have had the full Sen-
ate consider stripping Skelos 
of his roles as majority leader 
and temporary president. The 
motion also called for the sala-
ries attached to the two posi-
tions to be relinquished as 
well.  

Sanders said  the Repub-
licans’ refusal to hold a vote 
demonstrated divisions with-

in the Republican Conference 
as they would not publicly vote 
to support Skelos nor would 
they ask him to step down.  All 
the Senate Democrats left the 
chamber, he said.

“We’re not calling for the 
end of Republican leaders … 
however, we are saying that 
we must have a leader who is 

above reproach, a leader who 
may not be led out in cuffs,” 
Sanders said. 

Comrie called the Republi-
cans’ behavior an “embarrass-
ment.”

“After today’s debacle, the 
need for reform is more clear 
than ever before,” he said.  

Kelly Cummings, a Repub-

lican Conference spokeswom-
an, accused the Democrats of 
playing politics..

“The liberal, progressive 
Democrats no longer believe in 
the presumption of innocence, 
and that is dangerous to all of 
our freedoms, including their 
own,” Cummings said. 

Skelos and his son were 

each charged with extortion, 
soliciting bribes in connection 
with a federal program and 
conspiracy to commit honest 
services fraud, according to 
Bharara and the FBI. 

They face up to 20 years for 
the extortion and honest ser-
vices, and 10 years for solicit-
ing bribes if convicted, they 
said. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), a member of 
the Independent Democratic 
Conference, a group of rogue 
Democrats, said the group was 
not asked to walk out  with the 
Senates and would not have 
anyway. 

“You can’t just deliver a 
piece of paper to the desk and 
expect the Senate to talk about 
it, debate it,” he said. 

Whether Skelos loses his 
leadership positions is up to 
the Republican conference, he 
said.

“They’re in charge. They’re 
in the majority,” Avella said. 
“I’m a Democrat. I have no say 
over what they choose to do.” 

The Democrats plan to 
bring back the motion, Sand-
ers said.

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.

State Sen. James Sanders (far r. in beige suit) joins Democrats as they walk off the Senate floor. 
Photo courtesy Senator Sanders

Senate Dems protest no vote on Skelos
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N
o more pencils and no more 
books is a chant heard on play-
grounds across the country 
when the final bell releases 

students for the summer months. And 
while Alice Cooper’s lyrics go on to 
showcase how excited the children are 
about their freedom from homework, 
they also highlight one of the biggest 
problems the American educational 
system faces each year: summer brain 

drain.
Sure, nobody wants to be in the 

classroom year-around, but there are 
plenty of ways to keep your children’s 
learning going strong — without the 
pencils and books. 

With the following suggestions, 
your children will have so much fun 
staying mentally engaged, they’ll be 
looking forward to the next learning 
activity all summer long.

• Nature programs — Nature and 
science go hand-in-hand, and many 
counties, cities and other types of 
municipalities have established edu-
cational centers or learning centers 
where residents of all ages can learn 
more about the plants, animals and 
natural elements that live in the re-
gion. During the summer months, 
they’ll offer classes on fun and engag-
ing subjects like bird banding, water 

ecology, surviving in the wilderness 
and star identification.

• Theater productions — The stage 
contains so many avenues of learn-
ing potential, it will take more than 
just this summer to experience them 
all. Start with the set construction, 
which provides a great opportunity to 
learn building and designing skills. 
Lighting and sound have their own 

Continued on Page 38

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION MAY 8-14, 2015

How to stop summer brain drain
Make sure to schedule plenty of fun and eductional outings during the summer break to help young students combat brain drain. 

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.

Astoria 
718-726-MATH

Bayside 
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
718-544-MATH

www.mathnasium.com

FREE TRIAL! With ad.
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If you or someone you care 
about is among the 20 million 
students the United States 
Department of Education pre-
dicts will graduate this year, 
congratulations.

Now, it’s time to contem-
plate your next move: the one 
out of the dorm or campus 
apartment. To help, here are a 
few tips from the experts:

• Reserve the right truck 
well in advance. For most stu-
dents, a 12- or 16-foot truck is 
right for the job. Just remem-
ber, you’re not the only one 
moving out. Try to reserve 
the truck and any accessories 
— boxes, packing tape, bubble 
packing material, moving 
blankets, hand trucks and so 
on — at least two weeks in ad-
vance.

• Plan your travel time. 
Take into account the time of 
day, likely traffic patterns and 
stops.

• Get used to the truck be-
fore you drive away. Familiar-
ize yourself with the truck’s 
switches and gauges. Adjust 
the seat and side mirrors so 

they match your height and 
comfort zone.

Remember, it’s likely to be 
taller, wider and heavier than 
the vehicle you’re used to driv-
ing. That means you may have 
to drive more slowly and take 
extra precautions, particu-

larly on turns. Also, be aware 
that trucks have oversized 
blind spots. Know where these 
are.

• Take a close look at your 
rental agreement. Most in-
clude language from the U.S. 
Department of Transportation 

that prohibits the “carrying or 
hauling of explosives and oth-
er dangerous articles.” That 
means you can’t pack paint, 
chemicals and cleaning mate-
rials, flammable solvents, pro-
pane, gasoline and the like.

• Be sure to insure yourself. 

Most insurance and credit 
card companies won’t cover 
truck rentals. You may want 
to sign up for additional cover-
age options to protect yourself 
and your belongings.

• Don’t pack everything. 
Items you may need to grab in 
a hurry—such as paperwork, 
credit cards, identification, a 
change of clothes, drinks and 
snacks—should be kept close 
at hand in a travel bag with 
you in the cab.

• Pack it right. Load the 
heaviest items on the truck 
first. Always bend your knees 
and lift with your legs, never 
your back.

• Buddy up. Sharing the 
ride with a friend can help to 
defer some of your truck rent-
al costs and the driving and 
provide some extra help with 
your boxes.

• Use discounts through 
AAA.

• For safety’s sake, park 
only in well-lit areas and keep 
a padlock on the rear door. 

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

End of semester means it’s time to move back home

Follow a few simple steps to make moving out of the dorm easier for you and your parents. 
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electrical specialties. For the 
performance itself, line memo-
rization, understanding the 
character and choreography 
all require intense training to 
keep the brain sharp all sum-
mer long. There are theater 
programs designed for chil-
dren of all ages.

• Music programs — Music 
education goes beyond just 
learning notes and scales, it’s 
been proven in many different 
studies to improve students’ 
learning abilities in other 
subjects as well. Additionally, 
music education is extremely 
diverse, making it available 
for any child with any talents. 
For example, your child might 
sound more like Kermit the 
Frog than Michael Buble, but 
when you give him a trum-
pet he can make music come 
alive.

• Create a book club —  Edu-
cators say it’s important for 
students to keep reading dur-
ing the summer months. It 
doesn’t have to be text books or 
even pleasure books. Comics 
are great for keeping the brain 

stimulated. Get your kids and 
their friends together once a 
week for book club to discuss 
something everyone in the 
group read. Rotate where the 
club meets to include commu-
nity parks, the local ice cream 
shop and the community pool. 
Many libraries will host a 
summer reading program, 
and you can contact your lo-
cal librarian for resources or 
ideas for keeping kids inter-
ested.

When looking for a summer 
educational program, make 
certain it has the following:

• Emphasis on cognitive de-
velopment and building self-
esteem in a fun environment.

• The use of relatable tools 
that children can learn with.

• Time for working with 
groups as well as individu-
ally.

• Engaging lesson plans 
that promote creativity.

Summer is almost here, so 
get your children signed up 
for ongoing educational pro-
grams so they’ll be ready to 
jump right back into school 
when it starts up again next 
fall.

Continued on Page 37

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Taking part in a theater program, like these students from PS 87 in Middle Village, can keep children busy over 
the summer as well as make sure they are engaged in learning. 

Summer

FREE TRIAL
W

ith ad.

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105

718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH

Offering First Steps  
Program for  

4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Demetrius Blackwell, the 
suspected cop killer, has a 
long history of arrests that go 
all the way back to his teen-
age years. 

Police Officer Brian Moore 
died Monday at Jamaica Hos-
pital. He was shot in the head 
on Saturday evening while he 
was on patrol with his part-
ner. Police Commissioner 
William Bratton – flanked by 
hundreds of cops – made the 
announcement outside the 
hospital, where doctors tried 
to save 25-year-old Moore by 
putting him into a coma. So 
far he has been charged with 
attempted murder and weap-
ons possession, according to 
the Queens District Attor-
ney’s office. Blackwell’s case 
was going before the grand 
jury this week and it’s likely 
he will be arraigned murder 
one charges, a spokeswoman 
for the office said. 

 Blackwell sits in Westside 
Facility. On May 6 he made 
his first appearance in court 
and his next court date is set 
for May 27. 

Blackwell was first ar-
rested in 1995, when he was 
15 years old, for robbery, ac-
cording to police. That same 
year, he was arrested for rob-
bery again. By 1999, he had 
been arrested for criminal 
possession of a weapon. Most 
of the arrests took place in 
the 105th Precinct, which cov-

ers Queens Village, Cambria 
Heights, Glen Oaks, Spring-
field Gardens and Rosdale. 
Moore was shot in the head 
in Queens Village very close 
to where Blackwell grew up 
and was living.

Most of his arrests in-
volved robbery and assault 
charges, like his most recent 
charge in 2013, when he was 
arrested for robbery, accord-
ing to police. In total, he has 
been arrested 10 times. Many 
of the cases that resulted in 
the arrests are confidential 
under a seal. Others are open 
to the public. 

On Sept. 2, 2000, Blackwell 
was charged with attempted 
murder, among other counts. 
He pleaded guilty to the 
charges and in 2001 he was 
sentenced to five years in 
jail. 

According to the criminal 
complaint, Blackwell held up 
a man named Andre Willing-
ham at gunpoint and took his 
wallet. Blackwell left with 
the goods, but Willingham 
decided to get in his car and 
follow Blackwell, who was on 
foot. But Blackwell noticed 
that he was being followed 
so he fired four times at Will-
ingham. Two bullets hit Will-
ingham’s passenger door. 

That same year, 2000, 
Blackwell was arrested an-
other two times, once for 
criminal possession of mari-
juana and once for assault, 
according to the police.  

cession started.
On a sunny day, officers 

from all parts of the city, uni-
formed and in plainclothes, 
members from the Fire De-
partment, retirees and friends 
stood at attention – chests out, 
backs straight and hands salut-
ing – as the ambulance carried 
Moore away from the hospital. 
His father, mother and sister 
stood front and center.

Around 6:15 p.m. last Satur-
day, Moore and his partner Of-
ficer Erik Jansen, both on the 
105th Precinct’s Anti-Crime 
Unit, were patrolling the 
neighborhood when they saw 
a suspicious man they thought 
had a weapon. When they ques-
tioned him, he allegedly shot 
at both officers three times 
while they still were in the 
vehicle, the Queens district at-
torney said. Moore was struck 
in the head and immediately 
taken to Jamaica Hospital. His 
partner was not injured.

The accused gunman, 
Demetrius Blackwell, 35, from 
Queens Village, was arrested 
90 minutes after the incident, 
a few blocks away from the 
crime scene on 104th Road. 
 He was charged Sunday with 
attempted murder including 
assault and criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, according to 
the criminal complaint. After 
Moore’s death, the charges 
will be upgraded to first-de-
gree murder pending a grand 
jury indictment, the Queens 
DA said. 

Blackwell, who did not en-

ter a plea Sunday, was given 
a court-appointed lawyer. He 
also has a well-documented 
and long criminal history, 
which includes lengthy prison 
time, according to officials. 

Blackwell grew up in 
Queens Village, just a couple of 
blocks away from the shooting 
incident, according to neigh-
bors. Estranged from his fam-
ily, Blackwell found a place to 
stay, where he was arrested, in 
the neighborhood makeshift 
shelter which always gave 
people a place to sleep, accord-
ing to Robert, a resident, who 
refused to give his last name, 
“Even with my own family 
here, that house found me a 
corner to sleep in - that lady is 
a good woman.”

Residents came in and out of 
their homes, heading to work 
or coming back from a night 
shift early Monday morning, 

giving up their parking 
space for the police search-
ing the murder weapon. 

Robert described Black-
well’s family as good people 
and said that Blackwell, 
himself, had been trying to 
stay out of trouble for the 
past year despite a long ar-
rest record.

Familiar with the Black-
well family, Robert also 
had a soft spot for Officer 
Moore.

 “I have seen him around 
and I invited him to my fam-
ily barbecue for this sum-

mer,”  he said.
After sweeping and search-

ing the neighborhood, police 
officials recovered the weapon 
used to shoot Moore, a Taurus 
Model 85 five-shot revolver, in 
one of the backyards of a home 
on 104th Road, near the crime 
scene. 

Authorities said the weap-
on found was traced back as 
stolen property to a bait and 
tackle shop in Perry, Ga. in 
2011. 

“Our city is in mourning. 
Our hearts are heavy. We lost 
one of New York’s Finest – and 
that phrase needs to be fully 
understood in this moment. We 
lost of one of the best amongst 
us – a young man who was 
called to do good for others, to 
serve others, who was willing 
to put his life on the line. That 
is not most people. That is one 
of the finest amongst us who 
will do that,” said Mayor de 
Blasio, who was not at the hos-
pital Monday afternoon.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Continued from Page 1 

Moore

Accused cop shooter
has history with law

toms probed the sides of the 
backpack revealing a white 
powder that tested positive 
for cocaine.  About 6 pounds 
of cocaine were seized said 
the CPB.

All three smugglers face 

federal narcotics smuggling 
charges, after being arrested 
and turned over to the Home 
Security Investigations ac-
cording to the CPB.  

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Continued from Page 32 

Cocaine

more than 22,500 units are in 
the planning or construction 
phase, according to the Long 
Island City Partnership. Over 
2 million square feet of Class 
A office space has been devel-
oped in LIC since 2003 and 

24 hotels have opened in the 
area since 2008, with another 
26 currently in the planning 
or construction phase.

The property’s location is 
within a two-block radius of 
four different subway lines.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 32 

Langone

Demetrius Blackwell, who is charged with shooting a plainclothes polcie officer who attempted to stop and 
question him in Queens Village. is arraigned in a paper gown after his clothes were taken for forensic testing.  

Pool photo/Theodore Parisienne

Police Commissioner William 
Bratton stands behind Jamaica 
Hospital where an ambulance 
waits for the casket bearing slain 
Police Officer Brian Moore.    

Photo by Micahel Shain 
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

With 500 artists showcas-
ing new works in many unex-
pected locations throughout 
western Queens, the fifth an-
nual LIC Arts Open promises 
to be the grandest one yet.

The event’s founder and 

executive director, Richard 
Mazda, and his hard-working 
team are in the final stretch 
of preparations for this year’s 
festival, which runs Wednes-
day through Sunday. Thanks 
to expanded publicity fueled 
by a much-needed Queens 
Council on the Arts grant, 

heightened awareness of the 
borough’s art scene and Long 
Island City’s growing popular-
ity as one of the largest artis-
tic communities in the city, 
Mazda feels confident that 
this year’s festival will attract 
more art-loving folks from far 
and wide than ever, starting 
with curious locals who have 
heard about the festival but 
never experienced it.

“The LIC open has become 
more professional in its orga-

nization and has a fresh new 
look, with a redesigned logo,” 
said Mazda.

As visitors get off the sub-
way near the Court Square 
Diner, they will discover a 
welcoming station providing 
information to all the different 
sites open to explore. 

Two of the more interesting 
highlights this year, Mazda 

said, are exhibitions set up in 
the Falchi Building and Fac-
tory LIC, both located on 47th 
Avenue. 

“We’ve taken over tens of 
thousands of square feet in 
those buildings,” Mazda said.

In the Falchi Building, visi-
tors can view exhibitions on 
the third and fourth floors, 

A young crowd enjoys the Japanese comedy BAT SU! at Long Island City’s 
Local during last year’s LIC Arts Open. 

Continued on Page 46

LIC TURNS 
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FIFTH ANNUAL ARTS OPEN TAKES OVER WESTERN 
QUEENS FOR FIVE DAYS OF EVERYTHING ARTISTIC
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PRODUCTIONS

“Men are from Mars Women are from 
Venus” — Peter Story brings the John Gray 
best-seller to life in this one-man show 
combining comedy and wisdom from the 
book. 
When: Saturday, May 9, at 8 pm
Where: Queensborough Community College, 
222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $45
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu

“Our Lady of 121st Street” — Stephen Adly 
Guirgis’ dark comedy involves a reunion of 
friends who gather at the funeral home after 
the death of beloved nun and activist Sister 
Rose. 
When: May 13 - May 23
Where: LaGuardia Performing Arts Center, 31-10 
Thomson Ave. Long Island City
Cost: $10/general admission, $8/students
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.lpac.nyc

“Golda’s Balcony” — Tovah Feldshuh 
brings her portrait of Golda Meir, which set 
a Broadway record for longest run of a one-
woman show, to Queens. 
When: Saturday, May 16, at 8 pm, and Sunday, 

May 17, at 2 pm
Where:  Goldstein Theatre, Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts at Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $35 - $42
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

“The Queen Bees” — The world premiere of 
a new jukebox musical by Rob Urbinati follows 
three high-school friends from Queens in the 
1960s, who form a girls band, and try to hit it 
big. 
When: Through May 17
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave. South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“Merrily We Roll Along” — Astoria Performing 
Arts Center presents the Stephen Sondheim and 
George Furth cult musical that begins at the end 
and proceeds backwards in time. 
When: Through May 23
Where: APAC, Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Cost: $18/adult, $12/students and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

Continued on Page 46

Answers in Sports

Pasta
BAKED ZITI, LASAGNA, RAVIOLI, 

STUFFED SHELLS, OR MANICOTTI - $10.95
PENNE ALA VODKA OR SPAGHETTI 

AND MEATBALLS - $12.95
COMBO: BAKED ZITI, RAVIOLI, LASAGNA, 

AND CHICKEN PARMIGIANA - $17.95

Entrees
CHICKEN: PARMIGIANA, MARSALA, 

FRANCESE, ROLLATINI - $15.95
CHICKEN MELISSA: SAUTEED CHICKEN BREAST, 

SPINACH, ROASTED PEPPER, AND FRESH MOZZARELLA 
IN A SHERRY SAUCE - $16.95

VEAL: PARMIGIANA, MARSALA, OR PICATTA - $16.95
VEAL ANTHONY: BREADED VEAL CUTLET TOPPED 

WITH RICOTTA AND EGGPLANT, 
SERVED PARMIGIANA STYLE - $16.95

EGGPLANT: PARMIGIANA OR ROLLATINI - $13.95

Seafood
SHRIMP: SCAMPI, PARMIGIANA, BELLA, 
MARINARA, OR FRA DIAVOLO - $16.95

SHRIMP ELEGANTE: SHRIMP AND SPINACH IN 
A LEMON, BUTTER, AND WHITE WINE SAUCE 

SERVED OVER LINGUINI - $18.95
SHRIMP DE NIRO: SHRIMP SAUTÉED W/ MUSHROOMS 

AND FRESH MOZZARELLA IN 
MARSALA SAUCE OVER LINGUINI - $18.95

SEA BASS DI MARE: CHILEAN SEA BASS, SHRIMP, 
CLAMS, CALAMARI, & MUSSELS MARECHIARA - $21.95

Dessert
CHEESE CAKE - $6.25 | TARTUFO - $6.25 | TRUFFLES - $6.25 OR BICOTTI (2) - $5.50

Appetizers
GARDEN OR CAESAR SALAD - $7.95

FRESH MOZZARELLA AND TOMATO - $8.95
DOZEN BAKED CLAMS - $12.50

MUSSELS, WHITE OR RED - $11.95
STUFFED PORTOBELLA MUSHROOM - $8.95

ASSORTED ANTIPASTO - $9.95

Mother’s Day 
AT AUNT BELLA’S
—CALL FOR RESERVATIONS—

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

*Not to be combined 
with any other offer.

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

718-225-4700Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard
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The Douglaston Manor’s Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 10, 2015

Seating start at 12 PM to 2 PM
Mother’s Day Menu

Brunch Stations
Pancakes • French Toast • Waffles • Omelet Station

Bacon • Home Fries • Sausage • Assorted Muffins • Danish • Bagels 

Assorted Jellies & Cream • Cheese • Assorted Cheeses

Fruit Display • Crudités • Salad Bar

Carving Station
Oven Roasted Turkey • Honey Glazd Ham

Sauteed Vegetable • Oven Roasted Nu Red Potatoes

Italian Station
Penne A La Vodka W/ Light Cream & Tomato Sauce

Eggplant Rollatini Stuffed W/ Fresh Ricotta & Tomato Sauce

Stuffed Shells W/ Ricotta & Italian Cheeses & Pomodoro Sauce

Chicken Francese W/ Lemon White Wine Sauce 

& Seabass Oreganata W/ Lemon Butter Sauce

Dessert Table
Assorted Cakes • Ice Cream Bar • Chocolate Fountain

Adults-$50.00 Per Person Plus Tax, 

Kids $25.00 Per Person Plus Tax
(10 Years Old & Under)

Call For Reservations 718-224-8787

Douglaston Manor

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.

Douglaston, NY 11363

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Douglaston, NY 11363 • Phone 718-224-8787

@Douglaston_Manor   @Douglaston Manor    Or The Douglaston Manor

The Mansion At Douglaston Manor - Queens Premier Wedding Venue
Please Join Us

Thursday, May 28th, 2015, from 6:30pm - 10pm
For Our Amazing Bridal Showcase

Featuring Vendors For DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors. 

Have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful cuisine 

the chef & his culinary staff have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor 
Or The Douglaston Manor
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EVENTS

Laughter and Refl ection 
with Carol Burnett — The 
six-time Emmy Award winner 
spends an evening sharing 
stories and taking questions 
from the audience. 
When: Friday, May 8, at 8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts at Queens College, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $39 - $85
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website:  www.
kupferbergcenter.org

It’s My Park Day— At 
parks around the borough, 
volunteers will help clean up, 
rake leaves, remove trash 
and paint benches. 
When: Saturday, May 9, from 
9 am - 1 pm
Where: Dog Run at Forest Park, 
Powell’s Cove Park, Doughboy 
Plaza and MacDonald Park
Cost: Free
Website:  www.nycgovparks.org

Mother’s Day at the 
Ridgewood Reservoir — 
Bring mom along on this 
early-morning bird watching 
session led by Steve and 
Heidi Nanz of the Brooklyn 
Bird Club. Binoculars are 
recommended. 
When: Sunday, May 10, from 
8:30 am - 11 am
Where: Vermont Place 
parking lot at Highland 
Park, Glendale
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4462
Website:  www.
nycgovparks.org

Birding: Willow Lake— 
All experience levels 
are welcome to this bird 
watching event led by Urban 
Rangers. 
When: Sunday, May 10, at 
9 am
Where: Albert H. Mauro 
Playground, Park Drive East 
and 73rd Avenue Terrace, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Website:  www.
nycgovparks.org

It’s My Park Day— At 
parks around the borough, 
volunteers will help clean 
up, rake leaves, remove 
trash and paint benches. 
When: Saturday, May 16, 
from 9 am - 1 pm
Where: Astoria Heights 
Playground, Wallenburg 
Square in Forest Park, 
Weeping Beech Park, 
Travers Park, Turtle 
Playground, Queensbridge 
Park and Charybdis 
Playground in Astoria Park
Cost: Free
Website:  www.
nycgovparks.org

Alley Pond Park 
Adventure Course: Free 
Sundays — This two-hour 
adventure course includes 
both low and high elements 
and is open to individuals 
and groups. Space is limited 
and participants must be 
at least eight years old. 
Sneakers are required. 
During July and August, 
pre-registration is required. 
When: Through Nov. 1, 
Sundays from 9:30 am - 
noon
Where: Alley Pond Park 
Adventure Center, Oakland 
Gardens
Cost: Free, register at 

nycgovparks.org/programs/
rangers/registration
Contact: (718) 217-4685
Website:  www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

Ostraka with Molly Quinn — 
Ostraka, viol player Josh Lee 
and lute players John Lenti 
and David Walker, is joined by 
soprano Quinn to present a 
program of chamber music 
from Rameau, Guedron, Lully, 
Marais and Boismortier. 
When: Friday, May 8, at 6 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
Rufus King Park, Jamaica 
Avenue and 150th Street, 
Jamaica
Cost: $25/advance, $30/
at door
Contact: (718) 206-0545, 
ext. 13
Website:  www.kingmanor.org

Global Mashup No. 3: 
Panama Meets Cameroon — 
Panamanian group Julian and 
Cameroonian singer Kaïssa 
offer a mix of Latin American 
and African sounds. 
When: Friday, May 8, dance 
lessons at 7 pm, concert 
begins at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $15/adults, $10/

members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Piano Recital: Abram 
Korsunksy — Korsunksy 
presents a solo show 
featuring works by 
Beethoven, Liszt, Chopin 
and Haydn. 
When: Sunday, May 10, at 
3 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Queens College Choral 
Society — For its 74th 
annual Spring Concert, QC’s 
Choral Society presents 
Fauré’s “Requiem” paired 
with Poulenc’s “Gloria.”
When: Saturday, May 16, at 
8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $25/general 
admission, $5/QC students 
with ID at box offi ce only
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website:  www.
kupferbergcenter.org

FILM

Movie Night: “Big Hero 
6” — The 2015 outdoor 
movie nights kick off with 
the showing of this recent 
animated fi lm rated PG. 
Bring blankets or low chairs. 
Popcorn and ices will be 
served. Board games begin 
at 7 pm. Movie starts at 
dusk. 
When: Friday, May 8, at 7 pm
Where: Police Offi cer 
Edward Byrne Park, North 
Conduit Avenue and 132nd 
Street, South Ozone Park
Cost: Free
Website:  www.
nycgovparks.org

Movie Night: “Annie”— The 
sun will come out tomorrow, 
but tonight bring blankets 
or low chairs to watch this 
kid-friendly movie musical. 
Popcorn and ices will be 
served. Board games begin 
at 7 pm. Movie starts at 
dusk. 
When: Friday, May 15, at 
7 pm
Where: Rochdale Park, 
133-39 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., 
Rochdale Village
Cost: Free
Website:  www.
nycgovparks.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Current events always 
makes us crave the cuisine of 
the region in question.  

Our new engagement with 
Cuba is no exception. In that 
spirit, we were drawn to Ca-
bana, on Forest Hills’ restau-
rant row, a nuevo Latino res-
taurant with a Cubano bent 
that has had real staying 
power. They have been around 
for a good 20 years, and even 
spawned a micro-empire with 
branches in Manhattan and 
Delray Beach, Fla.  

On a recent Tuesday, the 
joint was already jumpin’ at 
6:30 p.m. With its “No Reserva-
tions” policy, expect a wait on 
weekends.  

What is the big draw?  Ca-
bana features well-prepared 
Latino nostalgia fare in what 
are perhaps more upscale sur-

roundings than some of its 
competition around the bor-
ough.  Or maybe it’s that their 
cuisine is unique in the Forest 
Hills area. 

There is a full bar here, and 
their appetizers are very sub-
stantial. They are perfect for 
munching with a mojito, Cu-
ba’s favorite cocktail. A word 
of warning about the sangria: 
It is both overly sweet and very 
potent. It is easy to think you 
aren’t drinking alcohol, until 
you experience the result.

Contrary to the somewhat 
false reputation of Latino food, 
the dishes here are only mild-
ly spicy.  

For greater intensity, a bot-
tle of Walkerwood Jonkanoo, a 
Jamaican condiment, is placed 
on the table. It is named after a 
Garifuna dance that involves 
a lot of jumping up and down. 
You get the picture? 

Tostones, or fried green 
plaintains, are a staple of Cu-
ban as well as Dominican and 
Puerto Rican cuisine. They Forest Hills' Cabana has offered Cuban cuisine for two decades.  

Photo by Suzanne Parker

Settle into Cabana for a taste of Cuban fl avors

Continued on Page 45

DINING OUT

Take a trip to Havana without ever leaving Forest Hills at this small slice of the Caribbean 

IF YOU GO
Cabana

107-10 70th Road, Forest Hills
(718) 263-3600 

www.cabanarestaurant.com
Price Range: Appetizers: $6.95-

$16.95, Mains: $10.95-$23.95
Cuisine: Nuevo Latino/Cuban 
Setting: Small space, colorful 

and lively
Service: Attentive, friendly

Hours: Lunch & Dinner seven 
days

Reservations: No
Alcohol: Full bar

Parking: Street (good luck), 
Valet on weekends

Dress: Casual
Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Noisy when busy
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: No

Continued on Page 46
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

About halfway through the Astoria 
Performing Arts Center’s solid revival 
of “Merrily We Roll Along,” LilyAnn 
Carlson utters a toss-away line as char-
acter Gussie Carnegie. 

“I never change,” Gussie says. “I 
just change those around me.”

It is a funny statement because it is 
true. 

And it makes Gussie — brilliantly 
played by Carlson with impeccable 
comic timing and a gorgeous singing 
voice — the only figure in the show 
who ends up pretty much the same as 
where she starts out. 

Or is it starts out pretty much where 
she ends up?

“Merrily We Roll Along” tells the 
story of three friends trying to make it 
big in the entertainment business, and 
how their relationships change over 
a roughly two-decade period. But the 
twist here is that the story plays out 
in reverse order. The first scene takes 
place in 1976; the finale is set in 1957. 

Act I opens at a swanky Bel Air, Ca-
lif., party, where the hangers-on and 
“Yes” men are showering Franklin 
Shepard, played to perfection by Jack 
Mosbacher, with accolades on his lat-

est motion picture success. Franklin 
is talented, but there are hints that he 
has sold out his artistic vision for fame 
and fortune. 

The only guest not enjoying, or at 
least not pretending to enjoy, the pro-
ceedings is one of Franklin’s oldest 
friends, Mary Flynn. Hunkered down 
at the patio’s bar, Mary marinates in a 
mixture of drunkenness, jealousy and 
unrequited love for Franklin. 

As Mary, Ally Bonino beautifully 
captures the pathos and cynicism of 
someone who has given up on every 
last one of her dreams. 

When a party guest swaggers up to 
Mary, they have a brief conversation 
that sums this all up.

“What do you do?” he asks.
“I drink,” Mary replies.
“No, really, what do you do?” he 

asks again. 
“I really drink,”  she says. 
She also tells the truth without con-

cern of repercussions. 
In this case she mentions the third 

side of the friendship triangle, Charley 
Kringas, who after publicly humiliat-
ing Frank is persona non grata in the 
Hollywood bigshot’s eyes. 

APAC’s musical takes you back to the beginning

Continued on Page 45

‘Merrily We Roll Along,’ a big Broadway fl op, resurfaces as tuneful revival in Astoria

from 

HAPPY HOURS
beginning 

RHYTHM 
& BREWS

from 

LADIES NIGHT
FRIDAY 
NIGHT 
LIVE

Our 2015 Season begins April 24th

Over 20 years of serving you!

beginning  

“Merrily We Roll Along” cast members Nicholas Park (l. to r.), Ally Bonino, Jack 
Mosbacher and Rachel Rhodes-Devey perform a song from the APAC show.  

Photo courtesy MIchael R. Dekker
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Here in Queens, mom is 
uttered in more than 160 lan-
guages. 

And, while any gift present-
ed to her Sunday is bound to 
put a smile on her face, some-
times it’s fun to shake things 
up a bit and surprise your 
mom with a totally unexpected 
Mother’s Day experience. 

So, if you’re looking for an 
unusual way to say “I love you, 
mom” or “te quiero, mamá” or 
“ma, wo ai ni,” check out Asto-
ria’s popular performance ven-
ue and creative space Q.E.D.: A 
Place to Show & Tell.

“There’s no single perfect 
gift for Mother’s Day because 
there’s no single type of mom,” 
said owner Kambri Crews. 
“Q.E.D. has a large variety of 
offerings that will make the 
perfect gift for every type of 
mom in your life, whether she’s 
your partner, friend, stepmom, 
grandmother or sister.”

A creative type, who loves 
her neighborly Astoria commu-
nity, Crews believes that show 
and tell isn’t just for kids. 

“Adults need a place to ex-
press themselves, as well,” she 

quipped. 
And that’s why she created 

Q.E.D. in 2014. 
“Q.E.D.’s affordable classes 

and shows are as diverse as 
Queens itself,” she said. 

There’s something for ev-
eryone: arts and crafts, stand-
up comedy, tastings, DIY proj-
ects, game nights, walking 
tours, gardening, improv and 
everything in between.

If you’re in the mood to laugh 
out loud, check out “Yo Mama’s 
So Funny!” May 10, at 5:30 p.m. 
This high-quality, clean and hi-
larious comedy show is a great 
choice. It’s family-friendly and 
a rare gem of an experience.

Hosted and produced by 
Astoria resident Lisa Corrao, 
a finalist on Nick @ Nite’s 
Funniest Mom in America, 
The Mom Show will feature 
a lineup of hilarious comics, 
who are moms and dads. Kids 
of all ages are welcome. In 
fact, Corrao’s daughter will be 
co-hosting.  If the kids need to 
stretch their legs during the 
show, there will be arts and 
crafts with an instructor in 
the café to keep them busy.

“I’m so excited about this 
show because it’s going to be a 

combination of all of us doing 
stand-up, sketches and showing 
some funny videos. There will 
also be some surprises, and all 
of it has a mom theme for Moth-
er’s Day,” said Corrao.

And Crews said they’re also 
offering an accordion book-
binding class, a flower-arrang-
ing workshop and even a spe-
cial brewing class to make a 
special gift or treat your mom 

to a day out. “It’s #QueensBeer-
Week, so we’re gonna show you 
how to brew some beer right 
from your own home.”

Also on Mother’s Day, 
Q.E.D. offers its “Paint and 
Sip” program at 2 p.m.

This workshop will take 
place right before the comedy 
show. A skilled art instructor 
will guide the class through 
creating their own painting, 

all the while enjoying a special 
happy hour. All materials and 
a glass of wine are included 
with your $50 purchase.

“Everyone gets to keep 
their painting at the end of the 
class so, in addition to the fun 
experience, you’ll also have 
a keepsake that will last for a 
lifetime – longer than a bou-
quet or brunch,” said Crews.

For the adventurous mom, 
there’s “Burlesque Basics,” 
a six-week course beginning 
May 17, that ends with a chance 
to perform if you want. 

You’ll learn how to shim-
my, shake, bump and grind, 
spin tassels and take off gloves 
with style.  After you start 
channeling your alter diva, 
you can perform an act in 
front of a live audience or just 
watch your classmates. 

The mom with a green 
thumb may enjoy a flower-ar-
ranging class May 17 at 4 p.m., 
where she can create a floral 
arrangement in a mason jar to 
take home. 

“Anyone can get flowers 
and dinner out any day of the 
week,” Crews said. “Q.E.D. of-
fers a more memorable experi-
ence.”

The hybrid performance space opens in a former Greek soccer club at 
27-16 23rd Ave.

Q.E.D. offers unique Mother’s Day gifts

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

Three high school girls from a 
tough neighborhood in Queens 
are determined to make it to 
the top. With a little grit and a 
lot of talent, the teens become 
overnight sensations – and 
discover that they want very 
different things from life.  
Smart and sassy, THEQUEEN 
BEES overflows with hit songs  
of the sixties including "Leader 
of the Pack.”

“A slice of jukebox heaven!” 
-Newsday

May 8-17, 2015
Fridays at 8pm (5/15 Matinee at 2pm) 
Saturdays at 2pm & 8pm 
Sundays at 3pm
Single Tickets: $42 
Member Tickets: $38 
Rear Seating Tickets: $25
Box Office: 718.760.0064 
www.queenstheatre.org

The 
Queen Bees
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Scene 2 takes us to that humiliation 
in 1973, when Charley, played with a 
stunning range of emotions running 
from manic glee to sheer desperation 
by Nicholas Park, labels Franklin a 
sell-out during a live televised inter-
view. 

But it’s not just a verbal lashing 
Charley delivers. 

He has a musical mental break-
down displayed in a show-stopping 
number, “Franklin Shepard, Inc.” 

At break-neck speed, Charley me-
lodically relates to the viewing world 
how Frank no longer cares about the 
two of them developing new and excit-
ing musicals. Instead, Charley sings, 
Frank wants to churn out money-mak-
ing claptrap and interrupt work ses-
sions with calls from his stockbroker, 
accountant and lawyer. 

It’s funny, but is it fair to Frank? 
Over time, Frank’s priorities have 

changed. A nasty divorce and banish-
ment of his son, taken back to Texas 
by his bitter ex-wife, means Frank no 

longer has the luxury of creating art 
for art’s sake, but must be aware of 
how all of his actions affect his bottom 
line. 

But then, people change — well, ex-
cept for Gussie — and that’s the point. 

That doesn’t mean you drop friends 
because you disagree with the choices 
they make in life. Instead, as Charley 
says to Frank, maintaining friend-
ships requires work. 

“It’s like a garden,” Charley says. 
“You have to tend to it. You have to wa-
ter it, or else it dies.”

Why the original version of this 
show died after 16 performances on 

Broadway is a bit of a mystery.  It pos-
sesses one of Stephen Sondheim’s best 
scores — there is not one song you 
would ask Pandora to skip.

And in APAC’s production, the cast 
is universally good. 

Besides the three leads, several of 
the supporting players bring a out-
standing level of expertise to their 
roles. 

As producer and ex-husband to 
Gussie, Joe Josephson, Greg Horton’s 
character begins the evening as a 
tapped out has-been, who over the eve-
ning returns to his glorious and suc-
cessful start. It is such a jarring differ-
ence, it takes a minute to realize this 
is the same actor. 

Rachel Rhodes-Devey as Frank’s 
ex-wife, Beth Spencer, also provides 
touching moments as we see the disso-
lution of their marriage, in reverse. 

When she sings “Not a Day Goes 
By,” basically telling Frank he has de-
stroyed her by his actions, you can see 
and hear her pain. 

And, of course, there is Carlson’s 
Gussie. 

Funny, sexy, smart and vindictive, 
Carlson turns in one of the best perfor-
mances so far this year in any Queens’ 
production. 

Reach News Editor Kevin Zimmer-
man by e-mail at kzimmerman@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 260–4541.

are well represented on 
the menu here. For the 
Tostones Rellenos ap-
petizer, they are formed 
in cup shapes and filled 
with chicken softrito, 
shrimp criolo, ropa vieja 
or picadillo.  

Tostones, by nature, 
are bland and heavy, and 
we could only nibble a bit 
around the edges, but all 
the fillings were savory 
with just an edge of spici-
ness.  

They do a sensational 
Ceviche Mixto here. The 
seafood components – 
shrimp, octopus, scallops 
and calamari – are mari-
nated in lime juice with 
aji amarillo, cilantro and 
hot rocoto peppers, redo-
lent of garlic. Maiz tosta-
dos – jumbo dried corn 
kernels – floating in a 
zippy sauce is served on 
the side. Although billed 

as an appetizer, the gen-
erous portion would 
make a perfect summery 
main.  

Of two entrees, we 
preferred the ropa vieja. 
It is the Cuban national 
dish and equivalent of 
grandma’s brisket if you 
call your gran “abuel-
ita.” It’s a peppery and 
garlicky pot roast cooked 
in a tomato-based sauce 
until the meat shreds.  
The flavor was great 
here, but the consistency 
was a bit mushier than 
we would have preferred. 
It comes over rice and 
black beans.

Mahi mahi, a special, 
was executed with less 
confidence than the ropa. 
It was presented on a slab 
of tostone, slathered with 
a tomato coconut sauce. 
Unfortunately, the sauce 
lacked sufficient asser-
tiveness to compensate 
for the bland fish. It was 
accompanied by a tow-
ering cone of rice with 
black beans.

We finished things 
off with a delightful 
flan. What’s not to love 
about flan?

The Bottom Line
Cabana is one of For-

est Hills’ oldies but good-
ies. They’ve had time to 
get things right. The wait 
for a table is testimony to 
having inspired a loyal 
following. Their service 
is attentive, accommo-
dating and thoroughly 
bi-lingual.  If you’re a 
lover of Latino fare, or 
want to try something 
different, we suggest you 
salsa over to Cabana. 
Go on an off-hour if you 
don’t like waiting.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restau-
rant critic and author of 
“Eating Like Queens: A 
Guide to Ethnic Dining 
in America’s Melting Pot, 
Queens, N.Y.” She can be 
reached by e-mail at qns-
foodie@aol.com.

Cabana
Continued from Page 42 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May 8-14, 2015

By Ed Canty

Al Capp's World
Across
1. Volvo rival
5. Home
10. Pro or con
14. Actor Ray
15. Fisherman, at 
times
16. Frank or Francis
17. Al Capp parody 
of Dick Tracy
20. Steve Grogan, 
for one
21. Mouse catcher
22. Op. ___ 
(footnote abbr.)
23. Numbered hwy.
24. One with a flag
27. Bone: Pref.
29. "M*A*S*H" role
32. Hubbub
33. Ukr. neighbor
36. Major flop
38. Al Capp character 
(nee Scragg)
41. Old Dixieland 
classic
42. Baton Rouge inst
43. Bobby of the 
Bruins
44. _____ Banks
46. Bigmouth, for one
50. Get together
52. Halloween mo.
55. Balancing pro
56. Have something
57. Head of State, 
e.g.
60. Capp's yearly 
event in Dogpatch

63. Object of worship
64. French thoughts
65. Yearn
66. Catches some 
rays
67. Exams
68. Droops

Down
1. Seattle's ___ 
Field
2. Smith of "Dallas"
3. Responds to 
change
4. When doubled, 
island near Tahiti
5. Watchful
6. Having less free 
time
7. Guesstimate 
words

8. Skillful
9. Ranch addition
10. 1978 Peace 
co-Nobelist
11. Launch
12. Certain party org.
13. Startled cry
18. Env. contents
19. Jewelry beetles
24. Kind of spray
25. Brandenburg's 
river
26. Neither's partner
28. Old railroad name
30. Saying
31. It's spotted in 
casinos
34. 1 running from 
Maine
to Florida
35. Pancake topper

37. Give the cold 
shoulder
38. In ___ straits
39. Saw eye to eye
40. "Welcome" site
41. Actor Arnold
45. Atlas, for one
47. Maine's ___ 
National Park
48. Arose
49. Agree
51. Flip response?
53. ___-cross
54. Half a score
57. Marquis de ___
58. Lady bighorns
59. Dosage amts.
60. Canine 
command
61. Oklahoma town
62. Big success

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

DON'T GET ANGRY
S H O W N V O I C E R E M
A U D I O A B O U T O V A
C R O S S S T I T C H Y E T
S T R E E T T A K E P A R T

S L A T O R E L S E
M A L T E S E C R O S S
I V Y S H A L E T Y K E
T E R M S S A N H O O H A
T R E E E S T E E G A S

C R O S S E X A M I N E
S N O C A T R I D E
P A G A N I N I L A T V I A
L I D D O U B L E C R O S S
A V E O S T I A H O W E S
T E N M E S S Y E S S E N

Continued from Page 43 

Merrily

LilyAnn Carlson (in front) leads cast mem-
bers Matt Welsh, Joanna Carpenter, Kevin 
Ray Johnson, Alex Akin, Jason Pintar and 
Audrey Hefferman Meyer in a musical num-
ber in APAC's production of "Merrily We Roll 
Along." Photo courtesy of Michael R. Dekker

IF YOU GO
“Merrily We Roll Along”

When: Through May 23
Where: APAC, Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/students and 
seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org
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KIDS & FAMILIES

L’Illusion, Théâtre de 
Marionnettes from Quebec 
—”Ondin” takes young 
audiences to the deepest 
part of the ocean, where 
Ondin, a young fi sherman, is 
turned into a strange marine 
creature.   
When: Saturday, May 9, at 
2:15 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $13/adults, $10/adult 
members, $8/children, $6/
children members
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Learn to Ride for Kids — NYC 
Parks and Bike New York team 
up to provide free bicycle 
riding lessons to children. 
Participants must bring their 
own bike and helmet.
When: Saturday, May 16, 
from 10 am - 1 pm
Where: Astoria Heights 
Playground, 30th Road 
between 45th and 46th 
streets, Astoria
Cost: Free, but registration 
required at www.bike.nyc/
education/classes/learn-to-
ride-kids
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website:  www.bike.nyc

Owl Pellets— Join the Urban 
Rangers as they explore the 
several species of owls found 
in the city. Dissect a real owl 
pellet — the undigested parts 
of the owl’s prey that the 
bird’s gizzard compacts and 
expels — to learn about their 

behavior and habits. 
When: Saturday, May 16, at 
11 am
Where: Alley Pond Park 
Adventure Center, Oakland 
Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website:  www.nycgovparks.
org

Hands-on History: Rufus 
King’s Library — Tour the 
King Manor Museum and see 
some of the 3,500 books 
Rufus King collected. Then 
you can create your own 
book, using a 19th-century 
technique called paper 
marbleizing. 
When: Saturday, May 16, 
from noon - 3 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
Rufus King Park, Jamaica 
Avenue and 150th Street, 
Jamaica
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 206-0545, 
ext. 13
Website:  www.kingmanor.
org

Summer Sports 
Experience — Children will 
play a variety of sports 
each day to develop skills. 
You can attend each session 
or just one. 
When: Through June 24, 
Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, from 1 pm - 9 
pm; Saturdays and Sundays, 
from 9 am - 5 pm
Where: Detective Keith L. 
Williams Park, 173rd Street 
and 106th Avenue, Jamaica
Cost: Free, but register 
by e-mail at queens.
recreation@parks.nyc.gov
Contact: (718) 263-1163
Website:  www.nycgovparks.
org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Masters of American 
Photography and 
Photographs from the 
Matthew R. Bergey 
Collection — Photographs 
on loan from the Reading 
(Pa.) Museum’s “Masters 
of American Photography” 
include iconic images 
by Alfred Stieglitz, Ansel 
Adams and Dorothea 
Lange. They will be paired 
with the recent gifts from 
the Matthew R. Bergey 
Collection, which includes 
pioneering photographers 
to contemporaries, such 
as Henri Cartier-Bresson, 
Richard Avedon and Laurie 
Simmons. 
When: Through June 6
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College, 
405 Klapper Hall, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing

the atrium and an addition-
al 5,000-square-foot space at 
the back of the atrium.

Works by more than 80 
artists will be displayed, 
including paintings, mixed 
media and large installa-
tion pieces. 

Over at Factory LIC, 
more than 100 artists will 
take over the ground floor 
and two large spaces on the 
fourth floor. 

Special dance perfor-
mances will take place on 
the 10th floor, said Mazda, 
who indicated there will be 
more than 65 venues total, 
all of which will house ei-
ther artists’ studios or exhi-
bitions. That includes places 
people already know, like 
The Secret Theatre. New 
places such as Court Square 
Studios — an independent 
film studio set to display 120 
works — are also part of the 
mix this year.

“We’ll have shows there, 
so Friday night, we’ve got 
three local jazz acts. We’re 
calling this concert ‘Jazz 
at LIC,’” Mazda said. “And 
on Saturday night, we have 
a rock concert, which fea-
tures three different acts. 
Sunday night is our closing 
party at Court Square Stu-
dios. I’ve got a very special 
event for that one, with an 
Astoria country band called 
Two Thirds Goat.” 

Other live performances 
scheduled include a show 
from an LIC comedy troupe 

and a special concert ver-
sion of the musical “Hair.”

Ensemble members from 
The Secret Theatre’s Janu-
ary production of “Hair” will 
be joined by actors from the 
original 1968 Broadway and 
2009 revival productions. 

Exhibits will slip over 
into numerous restaurants, 
galleries and businesses 
along Vernon Boulevard, in-
cluding Alobar, Manducatis 
Rustica, Douglas Elliman 
Real Estate and Matted LIC. 

Although the festival 
runs for five days, Mazda ex-
pects the peak times, when 
all of the artists’ studios 
will be open to the public, 
to be Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons. 

After producing such a 
large-scale event, Mazda ad-
mits he is exhausted and not 
quite sure how he and his 
team do it all. 

“We work really hard,” 
he said.  “I would like to give 
some credit to my events/ex-
hibitions coordinator Karen 
Carolina Penafiel, who has 
been amazingly support-
ive.” 

Continued from Page 39 

Arts Open

Continued from Page 42 

Arts

Artist Jim Plunkett hangs his work in his studio located in the LIC Art Center Building during a recent LIC Arts 
Open. 

Visitors browse the work of artist Karen Kettering Dimit as the No. 7 
train rolls by the window. 

Artist Ken Taro places a temporary art 
piece along the sidewalk near 23rd street 
in Long Island City

IF YOU GO
LIC Arts Open 

When: Wednesday, May 13 - 
Sunday, May 17
Where: At venues across 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Website: www.licartsopen.
org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this 
open group features 
discussion, workshopping 
and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other 
Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter 
Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 
225-7382

Continued from Page 40 

Theater

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Ridgewood Savings Bank 
celebrated the 75th anniver-
sary of its historic Forest Hills 
branch on Queens Boulevard 
recently with a ceremony that 
had borough politicians in at-
tendance. 

“I’m honored and proud to 
stand here in front of the bank 
today,” Walter Reese, senior 
vice president of operations at 
Ridgewood, said. “There has 
been so much change in New 
York City and Queens over 
the last 75 years, but not only 
has our building remained 
the same, our service hasn’t 
changed either.”

The bank has roots that 
go back to the 1920s, when 14 
Ridgewood residents created 
a mutual savings bank. The 
bank’s first headquarters was 
a converted taproom located at 
the intersection of Myrtle and 
Forest avenues.

About 20 years later,  just 
after the country began its re-
covery from the Great Depres-
sion, the bank opened a second 
location in Forest Hills, where 
the celebrated structure still 
stands. 

“We are proud to carry on a 
90-year tradition of providing 
strength, stability and service 
to the community,” Reese said. 
“We demonstrate this com-
mitment through one-on-one 
banking relationships, as well 

as dedicated involvement in 
charitable organizations and 
civic endeavors.”

The inside of the Forest 
Hills branch is adorned with 

many retro fixtures, including 
the lit teller signs. And instead 
of the bullet-proof glass used 
at most banks, bars protect 
the tellers. 

The bank is now more than 
90 years old and it has 35 loca-
tions across New York City, 
Long Island and Westchester. 

They also have a mobile 

bank truck that drives around 
the New York City area. With 
all of its branches, Ridgewood 
Savings Bank is the largest 
mutual savings bank in New 
York City and one of the old-
est. Along with the Forest 
Hills location, the first bank 
in Ridgewood still operates at 
the original location.

The bank is a conventional 
mutual savings bank, so the 
company doesn’t have share-
holders. Instead it is run by a 
board of trustees. Historically, 
the bank has relied on per-
sonal accounts, but in recent 
years the board has pushed to 
increase the number of busi-
ness accounts. 

“We have long believed our 
ability to sustain and grow our 
bank over 90 years – through 
so many economic changes – 
is attributed to our unwaver-
ing focus on customers, local 
communities and employees,” 
William McGarry, Ridgewood 
Savings Bank’s chairman and 
CEO, said. “While so much 
has changed since we first 
opened, our commitment to 
our customers has remained 
steadfast, and they have al-
ways been extremely loyal in 
return.”

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast

Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. 
BNI provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
chapter president Martin Koos to arrange 
a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside

Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to further 
business through word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to 
arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 

Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net

The Jamaica Ball — A Better Jamaica hosts 
its fourth annual Jamaica Ball to benefi t the 
Queens Sickle Cell Advocacy Network. The 
evening includes dinner and dancing. Attire 
is beautiful. 
When: Saturday, May 16, 8 pm - 1 am
Where: Jamaica Performing Arts Center, 
153-10 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: $50/per person
Website: www.thejamaicaball.com

Business

BUSINESS CALENDARFUND-RAISERS

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Forest Hills bank branch turns 75

Ridgewood Savings Bank celebrates the 75th anniversary of its Forest Hills branch on Queens Boulevard.  
Photo by Eric Jankiewicz

Ridgewood Savings offi cals mark diamond anniversary of Queens Boulevard location
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slow, you [expletive] Osama. 
Go back to your country,” be-
fore allegedly ramming his 
truck into Singh. The event 
was shown in video footage, 
police said. 

Caleca was arraigned 
in a nine-count indictment 
in February, charging him 
with attempted murder as a 
hate crime and assault as a 
hate crime, criminal posses-
sion of a weapon and leaving 
the scene without reporting 
to authorities, the DA said.

 Richman also sought the 
suppression of identification 
evidence, which was granted 
to the extent of a Wade/Du-
naway hearing, which takes 

place to prove if a defendant 
was searched and or arrest-
ed illegally.  If illegal, any 
statements, property, and/or 
identification evidence tak-
en at the time of the arrest 
can be suppressed and not 
used against the defendant 
during a trial. 

Richman contended Ca-
leca’s case would not be tried 
in the press and he would 
be vindicated of the charges 
against him in court. 

Singh, who required sev-
eral surgeries, continues to 
undergo medical treatment 
for the injuries sustained in 
the incident.

The next court appear-
ance for Caleca was sched-
uled for May 27. If convicted, 
he could face up to 25 years 
in prison. 

quickly. Community Board 
7 covers Flushing, Whites-
tone and College Point, while 
Community Board 8 includes 
Fresh Meadows.

But the city argues that 
the rezoning – which has not 
yet identified specific loca-
tions – will benefit all New 
Yorkers. 

The proposals, known as 
Zoning for Quality and Af-
fordability, seek to create 
more flexible height limits 
for senior housing and future 
inclusionary housing devel-
opments in districts without 
height limits, according to 
the city’s documents. 

Relative reductions in 
requirements for shallow, 

acutely angled or sloped lots, 
the reduction of parking for 
new low-income senior hous-
ing in medium-density dis-
tricts and the elimination 
of the requirement in high-
density districts would be al-
lowed as well.

Queens politicians like 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D- 
Bayside) have also said they 
do not like the idea. 

“I understand what the 
mayor’s goals are, but you 
can’t do it this way,” Avella 
said in a previous TimesLedg-
er article. “If in fact that’s 
what he’s planning, unless 
you’re talking about existing 
higher-density districts, he’s 
going to have a major fight 
on his hand from every low-
density neighborhood in the 
city of New York.”

East Elmhurst).
“The Council Member is 

worried about those who need 
to work and are missing days 
because they don’t have child-
care,” a Ferreras spokeswom-
an said. “Many families here 
have fragile arrangements 
and depend on UPK so they 
can work and support their 
households. Our office has 

been reaching out to parents 
and coordinating with ACS 
and the DOE to place those 
children in surrounding UPK 
programs asap.”

Peralta believes the ideal 
solution is to relocate the 
facility saying, “Malcolm X 
Early Childhood Educational 
Center has been serving our 
neighborhood for more than 
four decades, and it’s a school 
that needs to be open at the 
current location or some-
where close to it.”

Noting that Corona is an 
immigrant community, Per-
alta added, “this is about level-
ing the playing field so every 
child in the city, from Corona 
to Park Slope to SoHo, has the 
same opportunities to succeed. 
The Malcolm X day-care center 
must stay open. The parents 
and children deserve it.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

limited to 20 students. Classes 
will be held 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
June 3-25; July 1-30 and Aug. 
5-6 at the Entrepreneur Space 

at 36-46 37th St., Long Island 
City.

“We named the program 
after Ruth Adel Torgerson Lef-
fler, who donated money to our 
sponsor, The New York Com-
munity Trust, about three de-
cades ago,” MacKay explained. 
“I think she’d be proud as she 

was from the Meyerose fam-
ily, immigrants who parlayed 
their Queens farmland into 
substantial real estate hold-
ings.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

October or November.
Councilman Jimmy Van 

Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said 
truncation is a last resort. 
He said as one of the most 
overcrowded school dis-
tricts in the city, District 30 
is Mayor Bill de Blasio’s top 
priority.

In response to some con-
cerned parents about the lack 
of planning that went into the 
foreseeable increase in LIC 
housing, Van Bramer said 
there indeed was an error 
on behalf of a former city ad-
ministration and the School 
Construction Authority in 
preparing new schools.

“It’s not just about money. 
It’s about planning,” Van 
Bramer said. “It’s about a 

failure to act. When this 
school opened, and they did 
whatever study they did, they 
apparently identified no new 
need: That was the critical er-
ror the SCA made.”

 Van Bramer said a failure 
to prepare schools for all the 
new residential construction 
in Long Island City won’t 
continue any longer.

“Every single conversa-
tion I’ve been having with 
Mayor de Blasio’s team, all 
of City Planning and SCA is 
talking about this very issue 
— this crisis that we saw com-
ing years ago, but that they 
didn’t act on. Now everyone is 
in agreement that something 
has to be done before an even 
larger crisis blooms.”

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

time and all of the supplies that 
are necessary for this project 
to succeed,” she said. Their 
common goal is to inspire the 
students and change one wall 
at a time at the high school 
once known as “the worst in 
Queens.”

The school had a gradua-
tion rate of 39 percent in 2013 
and got an “F” in student 
performance and progress, 
according to the  City Depart-
ment of Education. “We want 
to make it a place where stu-
dents want to be, want to learn 
again – that’s the inspiration 
that we’re hoping to provide 
with this project,” Flaguel 
said.

This will also be the first 
major project in Queens for 
the 5Pointz aerosol artists 
since they lost their home at 
22-44 Jackson Ave. in Long Is-
land City in January 2014. The 
block-long warehouse complex 
belonged to Jerry Wolkoff, 
who went on to demolish it this 
summer to make way for two 
luxury high-rise residential 
towers on the three-acre site.

On the night of Nov. 19, 2013, 
Wolkoff gave the order for work-
ers to whitewash over more 
than 350 murals of street art 
after Brooklyn Federal Court 
Judge Frederic Block ruled 
against the 5Pointz artists who 
sued to save their work.

Since then, the artists have 
scattered while Meres One cre-
ated the art for a promotional 
campaign for New York City’s 
newest professional sports 
team, The New York City Foot-

ball Club. His logo could be 
seen on buses, billboards, and 
even the JumboTron in Times 
Square. Meres One also had a 
successful solo show at Brook-
lyn’s Lowbrow Artique.

August Martin High School 
is located at 156-10 Baisley Ave. 
in Springfield Gardens.  The 
the painting event will not be 
open to the public. The com-
pleted project will be revealed 
in June with a large art show 

featuring the works from the 
artists and the students.

“This is not about going 
to a school and painting for 
a weekend,” Cecile Flaguel 
said. “This is the beginning 
of a long relationship with the 
school and its students.  We’re 
hoping the inspiration will 
help get the graduation rate 
to 60 percent and, of course, 
we are thrilled to be back in 
Queens.”

Continued from Page 1 

5Pointz
Continued from Page 5 

PS 78

Continued from Page 2 

HousingContinued from Page 5 

Daycare

Continued from Page 5 

Continued from Page 11 

QEDC

Hate charge

5Pointz aerosol artists are painting August Martin High School this 
weekend. Photo courtesy #queensdreamers member Latoya
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Sports

BY DAVID RUSSELL

Archbishop Molloy start-
er Jonathan Meditz was go-
ing to get the chance to finish 
what he started – even with 
the game in jeopardy. 

Holy Cross, down by four 
runs in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning, had loaded the 
bases with nobody out. But 
Molloy coach Brad Lyons still 
had no intention of removing 
Meditz.

“We said if the tying run 
had gotten on base, we’d 
think about it,” Lyons said. 
“But the way they got the 
bases loaded was one good 
single, a ground ball that was 
an error, and then a blooper. 
So it wasn’t like they were 
making really good contact. I 
think at that point it was his 
game to win or lose.”

Meditz rewarded his 
coach’s confidence. His 
109-pitch complete-game gem 
lifted Archbishop Molloy to a 
6-2 win over host Holy Cross 

at College Point Fields in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
baseball on Wednesday after-
noon. The victory is Molloy’s 
eighth straight, keeping it in 
a first-place tie with Xaver-
ian in the standings.

Meditz, who only fanned 
one batter over the first 
six innings, had to deal 
with Knights cleanup hit-
ter Frankie Tribble in order 
to wiggle out of the jam. He 
struck out Tribble, Tyler 
Reynolds popped up to first 
and Jonathan Arroyo struck 
out to end the game. 

“I’m thinking, ‘I got to 
buckle down’,” Meditz said. 
“’My teammates are trying 
so hard. They’re trying to 
make the plays as much as 
they can and I got to try to get 
a strikeout here if I can.”

With Holy Cross leading 
1-0, ninth-hitter Matthew 
Lees led off the Molloy third 
with an infield single. The 
Stanners (10-2) used a bunt, 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Victoria Perez didn’t flinch 

when Bayside’s lead was first 
in jeopardy, or when it was 
trickling away against Fran-
cis Lewis.

The junior, in her first sea-
son as the Commodores’ ace 
pitcher, navigated her way in 
and out of jams in the third 
and fifth inning. Then, af-
ter giving up two runs in the 
seventh, she stranded what 
would have been the tying run 
at first with two outs. Perez’s 
toughness helped give Bay-
side an important 5-4 victory 
over Francis Lewis in PSAL 
Queens AA softball on April 
30. 

“I just knew my team would 
back me up,” said Perez, who 
was an outfielder last year. “It 
was an unbelievable feeling 
when I got that third out. It 
was exciting because we really 
wanted to win this game.”

She scattered seven hits 
and struck out five. The vic-
tory moves Bayside into sec-
ond place, a game behind 
first-place Construction. The 
Commodores beat Francis 
Lewis in both of their meet-
ings this season. Perez has 
been a big reason why.

“She has done an excep-
tional job,” first-year Bayside 
coach Andrew Cogliati said. 
“She’s come in and been the 
ace.”

Cogliati’s club grabbed a 2-0 
lead in the bottom of the first 
on a Francis Lewis throwing 
error. The Patriots then tied 
the score in the bottom of the 
frame on a two-run homer by 
Felicia Lopilato. 

The Commodores (11-3) 
took control of the game with a 
three-run third inning. Junior 
first baseman Katherine Han-
son smashed a two-run double 
and Mayra Sanchez brought 
her home with a double of her 
own. 

“It was a big game,” said 
Hanson, who went three-for-
four. “It was a little more nerve 

wracking. I had to do it and it 
felt great.”  

Francis Lewis (10-3), on the 
other hand, struggled to get the 
big hit. It left the bases loaded 
with two outs in the third and 
runners on first and second 
with two away in the fifth. The 
Patriots finally broke through 
as Jessica Kovach and pitcher 
Diana Ferreira delivered RBI 
singles, but Perez got a pop-up 
to end the rally.

“We blew chances in this 
game,” Francis Lewis coach 
Bryan Brown said. “We had 
two or three chances in this 
game to really do something 
and we didn’t.”

Brown got another reason 
to be upset after the game 
when he took issue with Bay-
side having its post game meet-
ing and celebration behind the 
pitching circle. Lewis was try-
ing to have its own gathering 
in the circle, but Bayside saw 
their rivals there and contin-
ued anyway. Brown started 

yelling at the Bayside bench as 
the team walked back.

“Play the game the right,” 
Brown said. “These girls know 
the game. It’s doesn’t mat-
ter what the sport is, you just 
don’t celebrate on the other 
team’s [field.]”

Cogliati apologized for his 
team’s actions and said he got 
caught up in the moment.

“I should have know bet-
ter,” he said. “I feel bad. It is 
something that I regret hap-
pening and wish I could take 
it back.”

Bayside, which made it to 
the semifinals last season, 
can build off this win and 
make a run at a division title. 
The Commodores and Francis 
Lewis both have games left 
with first-place Construction, 
so the division title is wide 
open. 

“It was a serious game,” 
Hanson said of the win. “We 
played as hard as we could, 
and I think we deserved it.”Continued on Page 53

Bayside first baseman Katherine Hanson collected three hits against 
Francis Lewis.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Molloy's Matthew Lees connect on a two-strike pitch.   
Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Meditz leads Molloy 
to eighth straight win  

Bayside beats Lewis
Perez, hot offense put lid on Patriot comeback 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Victoria Brown was having 
too much fun.

The lighter side of softball 
is ingrained in the jovial Arch-
bishop Molloy junior catcher. 
Having gone by the name of 
Brownie since the age of 10, 
Brown has given up on people 
calling her Victoria both in 
the halls at school and around 
the team. It’s even written on 
her slide for Coach Maureen 
Rosenbaum’s lineup board, 
while everyone else has their 
first and last names.

Brown admitted she some-
times got too caught up in her 
and her teammates’ joking na-
ture and needed to focus more 
on performing her duties on 
the field. “I’ve always been a 
fool-around kind of kid,” she 
said. “I needed to crack down 
and learn how to focus. Learn-
ing that was not easy.”

It meant taking warmups 
more seriously, being more 
selective about hitting at the 
plate and taking more of a 
hands-on role dealing with the 
Stanners’ pitching staff. 

“She always brings the 

fun,” Rosenbaum said. “It’s 
been a challenge to teach her 
the fight.”

Brown accepted that chal-
lenge and it has translated 
into a breakout season both at 
the plate and behind it. Brown 
is batting .468 with three tri-
ples, a home run, 12 RBI and 
just two strikeouts. Opposing 
teams aren’t testing her arm on 
the base paths and she has two 
of the biggest hits of the Stan-
ners’ season. Brown smashed 
a three-run triple in an early 
4-1 win over Fontbonne Hall 
and drilled a three-run homer 
that was enough to beat Bronx 
power Preston.   

“I feel like I can trust my 
bat now,” Brown said. “I used 
to not have that confidence at 
all.”

Her hot bat makes a middle 
of the order that features Alex-
andra Yule and Camille Sears 
that much more dangerous. 
Molloy, the defending regular-
season champion, is in second 
place behind St. Francis Prep 
in CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens.

“You have faith she is go-
ing to bring a run in,” senior 
pitcher Amani Zeni said.

The biggest sign in Brown’s 
mind that she has arrived: She 
is now getting to call some of 
the pitches behind plate. That 
means she is earning Rosen-
baum’s trust after all the yell-
ing and pushing to get her 
to bring greater focus to the 
game. The coaching staff had 
called all the pitches before 
that. 

“Having her trust me like 
that is something I never 
thought was ever going to hap-
pen,” Brown said. “Now that it 
is, it’s a great feeling.”

Brown’s upbeat personality 
has also been an asset. She can 
naturally break the tension, 
and is known for her jokes, 
puns and picking up her team-
mates when they are down.

“She brings joy to the 
team,” Zeni said. 

But Brown is now provid-
ing much more, having dis-
covered how to turn off the 
fun and bring the fight when 
needed. 

“She’s learned the balance 
of the two,” Rosenbaum said. 
“I think that’s why she is per-
forming the way she is.”

Steve Piorkowski has been 
kept close by his Bayside soft-
ball players during their first 
season without him.

Piorkowski, who was the 
Commodores coach for 23 
years, lost his three-year bat-
tle with cancer in March at 
the age of 54. The team’s cur-
rent players wear a patch with 
a P and Piorkowski’s No. 8 on 
their right sleeve, as well as 
carrying the prayer card from 
his wake in their softball bags. 
Junior first baseman Kather-
ine Hanson does it one better 
by keeping the card in her 
pocket during games.

“I know he’s there with 
me,” she said. “Whenever I’m 
up, I just think I have to do it 
for him.”

The team has exceeded ex-

pectations, keeping Piorkows-
ki’s memory in their hearts 
and employing the skills he 
taught them on the field. This 
season, Bayside lost nine se-
niors from a team that reached 
the PSAL Class A semifinals 
last year before losing to even-
tual champion Tottenville. 
Among those who graduated 
were ace Heidi Gomez and sec-
ond baseman Tara Bernstein, 
who now plays at Pace. The 
current team knew the rest of 
the city expected Bayside to 
take a big step back. They had 
no plans on buying into that 
belief themselves.

“They thought we were 
going to probably lose every 
game,” junior pitcher Victoria 
Perez said. 

They couldn’t have been 
more wrong. The Commodores 
5-4 victory over Francis Lewis 
keeps them in the running for 
a Queens A softball crown. At 
11-3, Bayside is a game behind 
first-place Construction. The 
Commodores lost to the Red 
Hawks 8-5 in the first meeting 
and will face them again on 
May 8 at Bayside in a potential 

first-place showdown. 
Despite the major turnover, 

the Commodores still have a 
formidable lineup, anchored 
by Hanson, Perez, catcher Ga-
briella Conelli, Gina Sabella 
and Cheyenne Guevara. The 
deep offensive attack was on 
display against Francis Lewis. 
First-year Andrew Cogliati 
tipped his cap to his predeces-
sor for that. 

“We are very versatile,” 
he said. “Hats off to coach Pi-
orkowski. As much as these 
girls didn’t play last year, they 
have stepped in and they have 
gotten the job done.”

Cogliati was the school’s ju-
nior varsity baseball coach for 
10 years before taking over. It’s 
been an adjustment for him. 
He said the transition wasn’t 
easy, but he and his players 
have settled in nicely. 

They have all been driven 
by a common theme: Play of P.

“He was really special 
to us,” Victoria Perez said. 
“When he passed away it was 
really tough for us.”

And in the process, it tough-
ened them.  

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Bayside first baseman Katherine Hanson and her teammates wear 
a patch on their sleeves commemorating their late coach, Steve 
Piorkowski.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Archbishop Molloy catcher Victoria Brown is having break-out season af-
ter getting more serious about the game.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Commodores still take cues from Piorkowski 

Molloy catcher gets down to business
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a hit batter, two walks, two 
singles and a pair of errors to 
score four runs. Lees also led 
the fourth off with a single and 
came around to score. The pro-
duction came as no surprise to 
Lyons. 

“Matt Lees has been great 
for us all year,” he said. “With 
our team we have pretty good 
speed, we like to keep the pres-
sure on the defense. Bunt the 
ball, go steal bases, make them 
make plays, keep the pressure 
on the defense.”

Meditz set Holy Cross (5-7) 

down in order in the third af-
ter taking the lead.

“It was really big because 
you want to back up your team 
when they’re scoring runs for 
you,” Meditz said.

The losing pitcher was Jon-
athan Rosero, who failed to 
make it out if the fifth. Thom-
as Manetta and Vincent Moss 
both singled and scored for the 
Stanners. Meditz, on the other 
hand, retired 10 of 11 batters 
during one stretch. 

“I was feeling pretty confi-
dent,” Meditz said. “I was able 
to set down guys. Also, I have 
to give it to some of my team-
mates in the field. They were 
making every single play.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Eric Rebhuhn wouldn’t be-
lieve it until he saw it for him-
self.

The St. John’s men’s tennis 
coach was told by senior Erick 
Reyes over the summer that he 
would need to miss the entire 
fall season after surgery to 
remove nine benign cysts that 
were restricting his circula-
tion, and take out veins from 
his legs.

“I really thought it was 
[rubbish],” Rebhuhn said. “But 
when he showed me what the 
doctor pulled out of his body, it 
was like these bloody muscu-
lar pieces that were prevent-
ing the circulation.”

Reyes played through it 
a year ago, despite risking 
his long-term health. He led 
the Red Storm to its first Big 
East men’s tennis title since 
1991 and was named the tour-
nament’s Most Outstanding 
Player. He and St. John’s re-
peated this season and visit 
No. 3-seeded Virginia in the 
opening round of the NCAA 
Tournament this Friday. 

Reyes refused to let his 
teammates down and post-
poned dealing with the ali-
ment. He described it as a time 
that could mentally break 
you, but one he had to push 
through.

“It was painful for me,” 
Reyes said. “I was suffering on 
the court trying to play. At the 
end I tried to do it. “

After doing so, he returned 
to his family in Bolivia and 
had a 4 1/2-hour surgery to fix 
the hereditary problem, which 
also afflicted his grandfather. 
Reyes was away from full ten-
nis activities for five months 
and stressed how much he 
needed to be patient. The way 
he handled himself was a 
glimpse into the type of per-

son he is. 
“He has a world-class back-

hand and a world-class ability 
to fight when everything is 
down,” Rebhuhn said.

Reyes began this spring at 
second singles in hopes of eas-
ing himself back into the top 
spot. Lucas Hejhal has played 
so well that he’s stayed there, 
but that has in no way dimin-
ished the effect Reyes has had 
on the Red Storm’s success. 

“He exudes leadership 
without any need to talk,” Reb-
huhn said.

Reyes, who said he is bat-

tling a hip flexor problem, 
won his doubles match with 
partner Vaidik Munshaw and 
rallied to take his singles con-
test in comeback fashion (5-7, 
6-3, 6-1) to seal St. John’s 4-2 
win over Marquette in the Big 
East Championship match on 
April 26. He refused to miss 
any of his final collegiate 
matches and was named the 
tournament’s Most Outstand-
ing Player.

“To come back and win the 
title with the guys is really 
amazing,” Reyes said. 

The foundation for his suc-

cess was laid at a young age. 
Reyes, who will be 24 this June, 
began playing tennis when he 
was six years old. He came to 
the U.S. at 20 and first enrolled 
at Wichita State in Kansas. 
Reyes transferred to St. John’s 
for his junior season, looking 
for a fresh start to his career 
and a chance to experience life 
in the big city.

He is part of a very diverse 
roster for St. John’s. Munshaw 
is from India and Hejhal is 
from Austria. The Red Storm 
also features players from 
Curaçao, Spain and South Af-

rica.
Reyes wants to end his ca-

reer and his team’s season in a 
big way. It will be difficult for 
St. John’s to knock off Virgin-
ia in the NCAA tournament. 
Like Reyes, the Red Storm are 
going to give everything they 
have toward trying to do that.

“We are not just going to 
show up,” Reyes said. “We are 
going to play really hard. We 
know if we all play our best we 
can have a chance and it would 
be nice for me to play one of my 
last matches and have a victo-
ry with St. John’s.”

Senior Erick Reyes helped lead St. John's to a second straight Big East men's tennis title.  Photo courtesy St. John's Athletics

Red Wings senior aces physical problems 

Molloy
Continued from Page 51
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Your Future Starts NOW!

Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

F J E
and Q24, Q56

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
a division of

SECURITY GUARD TRAINING

a division of

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

F J E
and Q24, Q56

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
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JOHN PUGLISSI
1ST VICE PRESIDENT

JOSEPH ALEJANDRO
TREASURER

PATROLMEN’S BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

125 BROAD STREET • NEW YORK, NY 10004 • PBA OFFICE  (212) 233-5531  •  WWW.NYCPBA.ORG

FINANCIAL SECRETARIES
MERRITT RILEY MANHATTAN SOUTH
COREY T. GRABLE TRANSIT
DANIEL TIRELLI QUEENS NORTH
DREW BAILEY BROOKLYN SOUTH
JOHN GIANGRASSO BROOKLYN NORTH
ALBERT R. ACIERNO LOWER MANHATTAN & RICHMOND
JOSEPH A. RAO QUEENS SOUTH
BRIAN K. McGUCKIN BRONX
RICHARD DIANA HOUSING
JOSEPH STRONG MANHATTAN NORTH

TRUSTEES
JOHN A. FLYNN MANHATTAN SOUTH

ROBERT IABONI QUEENS NORTH
CHRISTOPHER RYKERT BROOKLYN NORTH

JUAN ZUBIZARRETA TRANSIT
GEORGE WINKLER LOWER MANHATTAN & RICHMOND

PATRICK HENDRY QUEENS SOUTH
MICHAEL HERNANDEZ BRONX

DESMOND STAFFORD MANHATTAN NORTH
ANTHONY MILO HOUSING

BRIAN D. FUSCO BROOKLYN SOUTH
JOSEPH ANTHONY BRONX

MUBARAK ABDUL-JABBAR
2ND VICE PRESIDENT

ROBERT W. ZINK
RECORDING SECRETARY

PATRICK J. LYNCH
PRESIDENT

THOMAS P. HELLEM
CITY-WIDE TRUSTEE

Congratulations to retired NYPD Det. Robert Reid 
On his well deserved Queens Impact Award
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QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS

BY MADINA TOURE

When Ellen Kodadek 
first arrived at Flushing 
Town Hall, she inherited fi-
nancial problems brought 
on by funding cuts.

But nearly eight 
years later, Kodadek, 
61, who is both the ex-
ecutive director and 
artistic director of the 
Flushing Council on 
Culture and the Arts at 
137-35 Northern Blvd., is 
credited with a number 
of accomplishments.

The organization 
matched and even ex-
ceeded funding of 
$35,000 from an anony-
mous donor, completed 
capital projects such 
as the restorations of 
the theater on the town 
hall’s second floor and 
the exterior garden and 
continued to run a va-

riety of programs that 
highlight the diversity 
of Flushing and the city 
at large. 

“Our mission is to 
present global arts for a 
global community,” Ko-
dadek said. 

The Flushing Council 
on Culture and the Arts, 
a nonprofit, was founded 
in 1979 to present arts 
programming such as 
dance, puppetry, theater 
and visual arts that rep-
resent the diverse groups 
in the borough and the 
city.

The organization also 
presents curriculum-
based programs at the 
town hall and in schools 
throughout the city. 

Kodadek, whose par-
ents are from Eastern 
Europe, grew up in the 
Inwood section of Man-
hattan.

She studied psychology 
at the City College of New 
York and studied abroad 
at the University of Jeru-
salem during her second 
year of college. She then 
got married and had two 
children. 

She worked at the 
Snug Harbor Cultural 
Center on Staten Island 
for 15 years. Her family 
was poor, but there was 
always money for books, 
theater and the arts, 
said Kodadek, an Asto-
ria resident who stays 
abreast of the latest 
trends in the nonprofit 
arts field. 

Her two roles as ar-
tistic director and execu-
tive director sometimes 
conflict, she said, with 
the creative side clash-
ing with the more real-
istic and finance-focused 
side. 

“Sometimes the cre-
ative artistic director 
part of myself and the 

executive director part 
of myself have to have se-
rious conversations with 

each other,” she said. 
In July 2008, nonprof-

its started experiencing 
major cuts at the state, 
city, foundation and cor-
poration levels as the 
economy collapsed, Ko-
dadek said. 

“The cultural com-
munity took many, many 
hits from multiple sourc-
es,” she said. The town 
hall’s budget is about $1.5 
million, and the organi-
zation is looking to grow 
its budget. 

Since 2009,  the non-
profit has been offering 
a Space Grant, which al-
lows emerging and mid-
career artists to use the 
town hall’s facility, such 
as the theater, to develop 
or complete new work. 

She is also proud of 
the Global Mashup, a 
program in which artists 
from different cultures 
are brought together on 
stage.

“We, like everyone 
else lost some funding 
and treaded water for 
a while, maintaining 
the highest quality pro-
gramming,” Kodadek 
said.

ELLEN KODADEK

Ellen Kodadek
Town Hall director champions global arts

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

While longtime Kew 
Gardens resident Carol 
Lacks has been described 
as caring and proactive 
by her neighbors, she has 
also gained a reputation 
as someone who likes to 
shake things up a bit. As 
a result of her creative ef-
forts, folks in her neigh-
borhood have benefited 
in many ways, and the 
local artistic community 
has flourished. This, in 
turn, has made a deep 
impact on Queens’ cul-
tural landscape.

A parent and re-
tired teacher, Lacks has 
worked vigorously in the 
Kew Gardens and Forest 
Hills areas over the past 
decade on nearly every 
kind of community proj-
ect you can imagine, and 

always seems to come up 
with great, out-of-the-box 
ideas. “Everybody is a 
story!,” she said.

“In the ‘90s, my in-
terest in community 
was sparked when I 
was part of a group that 
fund-raised for new play-
ground equipment in 
Sobelsohn Playground 
in Forest Park. I had a 
beautiful collaborative 
experience then and 
have continued to love 
community building, es-
pecially around the arts. 

“As the coordinator of 
an event or part of a ter-
rific team, I have had the 
pleasure of encouraging 
arts and recreation in Kew 
Gardens and beyond: Mu-
rals, Kids Arts in the Park, 
Community Arts Days, 
Global Arts Projects, inter-
generational art activities, 

fund-raising for a hunger 
organization, postcard 
projects, and photo exhibi-
tions,” Lacks said.

She said each project 
has “enriched my life 
deeply as I continue to 
love bringing residents/
families together to have 
one truly enjoyable day.”

Her efforts have also 
helped Queens artists by 
bringing them together 
to showcase their works 
at live arts events and art 
shows she has organized 
in her area for the past 
eight years.

These exciting projects 
and fund-raisers have 
helped those in need, as 
well as small businesses, 
by attracting visitors and 
livening up neighborhood 
streets. And while some 
of her endeavors embrace 
important causes, others 

help beautify the area — 
she helps organize the an-
nual Kew Gardens Plant-
ing days and is part of the 
Kew Gardens Improve-
ment Association.

Lacks believes it 
is important to keep 
the borough’s rich his-
tory alive. She serves 
as a board member of 
Friends of Maple Grove, 
which hosts Annual 
Spirits Alive History 
events illuminating the 
lives of those who devel-
oped Queens and were 
buried in the historical 
cemetery.

Last year, she came 
up with the Kew Gar-
dens Postcard throwback 
project, based on an old-
fashioned concept, which 
asked residents to submit 
photos focusing on inter-
esting places, people or 
pets as part of a series of 
postcards that depicted the 
Kew Gardens neighbor-
hood. The completed set 
was on display at the popu-
lar flea market in the fall.

The active commu-
nity organizer also volun-
teers her time for the an-
nual Queens Alzheimer’s 

Walk and runs the annual 
Kids Art in the Park event, 
attended by more than 300 

children, year after year, 
and featured in Timeout 
Magazine.

CAROL LACKS

Carol Lacks
Retiree invigorates Kew Gdns. art scene
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The seventh edition of Queens Tomorrow 
publishes June 2015 providing more content 
about the bright future of New York’s 
most diverse borough.

FEATURED TOPICS INCLUDE:
  What’s in the Works for Real Estate and Development 

    including Hallets Point, Astoria Cove and Sunnyside Yards

  Downtown Flushing is Booming

  The Hotels Keep on Coming to New York City’s 
    Tourism Capitol

  The Good News About Retail Development in Jamaica

  Transportation and Infrastructure Including Vision Zero 
    Re-engineering Plans for Queens Boulevard and More 
    Ferry Service in the Borough

  The Expanding Queens Medical Landscape

  Arts and Entertainment in the Borough

  And More

Plus your business can be a part of the story, too. 
Ask about a feature story for your company.

 

 

For advertising please call Brian Rice at 718-260-4537
or email brice@cnglocal.com
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Born in Cap-Haitien, 
Haiti, Jacques Léan-
dre’s parents left the city 
known as the Paris of the 
Antilles to raise their 
family in New York. 

Léandre’s parents, 
both of whom worked for 
Flushing General Hospi-
tal for over 25 years and 
were proud members 
of 1199 SEIU, brought 
Jacques up with the idea 
of giving. So today, as a 
lawyer and president of 
the Rosedale Jets foot-
ball team as well as a 
former player, he has 
followed the example of 
his mother and father 
and learned to give back 
to those in his commu-
nity. 

“I played from ‘78-
’84 wide receiver and 
quarterback — it gave 

us a real sense of pride,” 
Léandre said. “So when 
other players and I saw 
that the program in 
the ‘80s was diminish-
ing, we decided to give 
back.” 

The Rosedale Jets 
Association, which was 
established in 1961, be-
came a staple for youth 
in southeast Queens, 
where families and com-
munities came together 
to participate in a great 
American sport. 

Léandre’s drive can 
be attributed to his par-
ents and from years of 
pushing himself academ-
ically at Morehouse Col-
lege in Atlanta, where 
he earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Finance, 
and at CUNY School of 
Law at Queens College, 
where he earned a Juris 
Doctor degree. 

As a law student, Lé-
andre used his winter 
recess breaks to work 
for the Greater Miami 
Legal Services Haitian 
Asylum Project and for 
the Center for Consti-
tutional Rights Illegal 
Redistricting Project in 
Greenwood, Miss.

Upon graduating 
from law school in 1997, 
Léandre began his legal 
career in criminal law 
with the city Depart-
ment of Correction. As 
a legal coordinator, Lé-
andre assisted detainees 
with legal research, trial 
preparation, post-convic-
tion appeals and Habeas 
Corpus filings.

In 1999, Léandre shift-
ed his practice to civil 
law and began at MFY 
Legal Services, where 
he coordinated the New 
Starts Initiative project, 

whose primary purpose 
was to assist low-income 
women with legal issues 
while transitioning from 
welfare to self-sufficien-
cy.

Later, Léandre opened 
his own general law prac-
tice in Queens. The firm 
currently specializes in 
police brutality cases. 
But he has always had 
a special place for the 
Rosedale Jets—despite 
the fact that his family 
and culture support soc-
cer. 

“I knew my purpose 
very early in life,” said 
Leandre, who is married 
and has two children. 
“I watched my parents 
support our family in 
New York and Haiti, my 
friends, and their com-
munity here. And I clear-
ly understood that I was 
here to help, too.”

Léandre is also a 
board member of the 
Rosedale Civic Asso-
ciation, vice president of 
United Black Golfers As-
sociation, and a member 
of Omega Psi Phi Frater-
nity, Inc., Nu Omicron 
Chapter.JACQUES LEANDRE

Jacques Léandre
Lawyer gives back to Rosedale football league

80-26 QUEENS BLVD. ELMHURST, NY 11373 (CORNER OF 51ST AVE.) 

 

TRY OUR SPECIALS!
BREAKFAST SPECIALS 

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK FROM 6AM TO 11AM

LUNCH SPECIAL | STARTS AT $995

MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 11AM TO 4PM
INCLUDES: Soup, Soda, Coffee and Dessert

FULL COURSE DINNER | $1995

SERVED 4 TO 10PM, 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, 

EXCEPT HOLIDAYS
INCLUDES: Cup of Soup, Salad, Entrée, 

Potato and Vegetable or Pasta, 
Dessert and Coffee, Tea or Soda.



25  TIMESLEDGER.COM QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS, MAY 8–14, 2015BT FT TL

Serving the Queens Community for over 45 years

69-47 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale
718-386-3014    zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch 
Restaurant & Pork Store

would like to congratulate the 
Queens Impact Honorees.

Thank you for making Queens a better place
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Rob MacKay is the 
gatekeeper to the World’s 
Borough. Or, as he puts 
it, “I’m basically the 
cheerleader of Queens.”

MacKay directs the 
marketing, tourism and 
public relations depart-
ment for the Queens 
Economic Development 
Corp. But a more accu-
rate appraisal would be 
to say that he is that de-
partment. On any given 
day, weekends included, 
MacKay is fueled by 
his energy-rich love of 
Queens, leading tours 
through the borough 
for international travel 
agencies, travel writers 
and food writers.

The other part of his 
job is to stir enough in-
terest in the borough to 
get those people to come 

to Queens in the first 
place for the tour.

“Historically, Queens 
has been a joke,” MacKay 
said. “Archie Bunker did 
not do us any favor. So 
there’s a problem bring-
ing people to Queens and 
it’s my job to hustle it up.”

MacKay may have 
been born in Brooklyn, 
but he’s a full Queens 
convert. At 21, he took a 
job in Woodside teaching 
English to immigrants.

“And I just started fall-
ing in love with Queens,” 
he said. “It’s never dull 
over here.” 

He now lives in Sun-
nyside with his wife and 
two daughters. Fluent 
in Spanish, he served in 
the Peace Corps in Hon-
duras and worked as a 
reporter/editor at the 
Times Newsweekly in 
Ridgewood before join-

ing the QEDC.
Capitalizing on the 

hotel boom, MacKay 
branded the borough as 
a cheap alternative to 
Manhattan for tourists 
and travelers. And part 
of that job is sometimes 
as simple as telling peo-
ple that Long Island City 
is not, in fact, in Long Is-
land but rather minutes 
away from Manhattan. 
But as simple as that 
may seem, it’s an impor-
tant distinction. Long Is-
land City hotels estimate 
that they lose 15 percent 
of potential business be-
cause of that mistake, ac-
cording to MacKay, who 
works closely with the 
hotel industry. 

He also tries to high-
light the borough’s at-
tractions – Flushing 
Meadows comes to mind 
– in an attempt to get vis-

itors to stay in Queens 
once they get a hotel. 

MacKay is also re-
alistic about his job. He 
knows who will and who 
won’t visit Queens. 

“Sometimes it’s just 
a battle of attrition,” he 
said. “If you’re looking 
to go skiing, I can’t help 
you. But if you want 
some amazing Canton-
ese food, let’s talk. And, 
of course, I know people 
from the Upper East Side 
will never come here. 
They just won’t and I’m 
fine with that.”

The ultimate goal 
of raising the profile of 
Queens is to put money 
into the economy and 
ultimately create more 
jobs, something he has 
seen over the last couple 
of years with the con-
tinuing hotel boom. 

The borough still has 
some challenges to over-
come, MacKay said, the 
biggest being transporta-
tion issues. But he is con-
fident that this won’t stop 
the ascent of Queens.

“Brooklyn had its 
day,” MacKay said. “Now 
it’s Queens’ turn.” ROB MACKAY

Rob MacKay
Booster of borough touts all things Queens

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

William Shakespeare 
brought Jason and Joy 
Marr together. 

The Woodside couple 
first met performing 
“Twelfth Night” as part 
of the Porthouse The-
atre’s summer stock sea-
son in Cuyahoga Falls, 
Ohio.

This July, the two 
will continue their sum-
mertime love affair with 
Shakespeare when their 
Hip to Hip Theatre Co. 
opens its ninth season 
of presenting free per-
formances of the Bard’s 

works in parks through-
out Queens. 

“Our mission has 
always been to provide 
professional, free the-
ater in public spaces,” 
Jason Marr said. “It’s 
like (The Public The-
atre’s) Joe Papp’s mis-
sion of access — free 
theater for all.”

Hip to Hip, which 
comes from a line in 
Shakespeare’s “Comedy 
of Errors,” emerged from 
a confluence of personal 
and professional events 
in the Marrs’ lives. 

As working actors, 
Jason and Joy spent a lot 

of their time performing 
in far-flung regional the-
aters across the country. 

But life on the road 
began to wear on them. 
They were also itching to 

start a family — daugh-
ter Sabrina is 7, and son 
Axel is 4 — which would 
be impossible traveling 
most of the year. 

Back in New York City 

full time, an invitation to 
catch a friend’s perfor-
mance in “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” at a park 
in Brooklyn got the two 
of them thinking. 

“All these people came 
with their kids. And we 
thought, ‘We should do 
this here,’” Joy said. “We 
have these talents and this 
experience, so how can we 
use it in a positive way in 
our neighborhood?”

In August 2007, armed 
with a small group of ac-
tors and little else, Hip to 
Hip presented “As You 
Like It” in Woodside’s 
Windmuller Park and 
Sunnyside’s All Saint’s 
Church’s courtyard. 
About 500 people turned 
out for those first perfor-
mances. 

“We were figuring 
out how to do it as we 
went along,” Jason said. 
“I remember the second 
year, the big thing was 
we need to get this into 
the ‘Woodside Herald.’”

Calendar listings and 
newspaper blurbs helped, 
but it was old-fashioned 
word-of-mouth and the 
development of a loyal au-

dience that propelled the 
company to the next level. 
Hip to Hip’s audience sizes 
nearly doubled each sum-
mer for its first four years, 
so by 2010, the group was 
performing for about 
4,000 people at eight parks 
around the borough. 

To keep the momen-
tum going, Jason and 
Joy knew they needed to 
seek additional funding 
through grants as well 
as to develop relation-
ships with park officials 
around Queens. 

They were successful 
at both, receiving money 
from the Queens Council 
on the Arts, and work-
ing with individual park 
directors to get Shake-
speare on the summer 
bill of fare. 

And Hip to Hip con-
tinues to grow. 

“When we started 
the company, we didn’t 
think it would become 
what it is,” Jason said. 
“It has helped to enrich 
the community in many 
ways. Whenever you get 
folks to sit down together 
and watch a play, it’s a 
good thing.”

JASON AND JOY MARR

Jason and 
Joy Marr

Couple brings Shakespeare 
to Queens parks
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&

Congratulate

Rob Mackay
on his recognition as

Queens Impact Awards
Thank you for making Queens a better place.

Here’s to more success in 2016!
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Dr. Jill Rabin, recog-
nized for her extraordi-
nary drive in helping to 
improve North Shore-
LIJ Health System’s Pre-
natal Care Assistance 
Program, said outreach 
and education have been 
essential measures in 
empowering women to 
take a proactive role in 
their health.

Rabin has been in her 
practice since 1985. She 
now serves as co-chief 
of LIJ’s Division of Am-
bulatory Care, Women’s 
Health Programs-PCAP 
Services.

LIJ began to offer full 
comprehensive prenatal 
care to the greater com-
munity in the mid-’90s in 
response to overwhelm-

ing infant mortality 
rates and birth defects in 
the state.

“The state saw the 
same thing many (ob-
stetrics and gynecology 
practitioners) did, and 
what the state and fed-
eral governments now 
realize is that every dol-
lar spent on proper medi-
cal care before and dur-
ing pregnancy results in 
saving so much more in 
long-term health care ex-
penses,” Rabin said.

Once New York 
awarded LIJ its Pre-
natal Care Assistance 
Program, or PCAP, she 
worked with her team to 
build on it over the last 
two decades.

She and her team 
looked at 300 pregnan-
cies managed by the 

Ambulatory Care Unit, 
which administers 
PCAP, compared with 

300 pregnancies man-
aged in the OB/GYN 
Department’s private 

practice.
“The outcomes were 

the same in both places,” 
Rabin said. “And that’s 
really because women 
were being treated by 
the same providers, and 
in the ACU, by a support 
network (of specialists in) 
nutrition, periodontics, 
diabetics, therapeutics 
and physical therapy.”

She said that a large 
support network is nec-
essary for putting under-
served patients on par 
with LIJ’s private prac-
tice.

The state and federal 
grants that fund PCAP 
were expanded in 2000 
with additional nonprof-
it support, letting Rabin 
and her medical staff do 
more community out-
reach and education.

PCAP offers contra-
ceptives and adolescent 
programs; administers 
Pap smears, mammo-
grams and colonosco-
pies; and provides den-
tal care and postpartum 
follow-up for babies 
and mothers. Between 
a state- and federal-
funded family planning 

and cancer services pro-
gram, Rabin was able to 
establish care through-
out women’s reproduc-
tive lives.

“We’re now able to 
take care of people all 
the way from maternal 
age up through the end of 
life,” said Rabin, which 
is a fully integrated ap-
proach to empowering 
individuals about their 
health.

The medical inter-
ventions offered by LIJ’s 
PCAP are available to 
underinsured and unin-
sured women, regardless 
of immigration status. 
But Rabin said that due 
to the outreach work, 
which helps women and 
families navigate their 
way to insurance cover-
age, only about 5 percent 
of those PCAP serves are 
uninsured.

Rabin was reluctant, 
yet grateful, to take credit.

“This isn’t about me, 
it’s about making a dif-
ference in people’s lives,” 
Rabin said. “It’s nice to 
be honored and it’s flat-
tering. But, of course, it’s 
a team effort.”

JILL RABIN

Jill Rabin
Doctor builds LIJ’s prenatal 

care services

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

She has been described 
as an urban wanderer, 
foodie, lover of life and all 
things “Queens” and an 
authentic New Yorker 

Ann Margaret 
O’Connor, 43, is dedicated 
to supporting and promot-
ing the diverse artist com-
munity in the borough by 
making sure local creative 
types are connected and 
can find opportunities to 
share their work. 

Her contributions 
to the cultural fabric of 
Queens have been in-
valuable. Bringing like-
minded people together 

to do great and fun things 
is what she does best.

“It is a great honor 
to be recognized by my 
respected peers and cli-
ents and among friends 
as a recipient of this 
award,” said O’Connor, 
who founded Zoescope 
Studioworks, where she 
is the idea person. 

“It is a real gift to be 
able to amplify the vision 
of these individuals, en-
trepreneurs, change mak-
ers, artivists and leaders, 
but also have the unique 
opportunity to collaborate 
on protecting, projecting 
and promoting the arts, 
culture and small busi-

nesses of this borough 
through events, happen-
ings and outreach of all 
sizes,” said O’Connor.

Describing herself as 
a recovering corporate 
type, the longtime Jackson 
Heights resident has spent 
many years in various 
marketing roles in major 
media companies, and said 
she was grateful for this 
opportunity “to work and 
play as a cultural collabo-
rator to share what I love 
most about my hometown 
borough of Queens.”

O’Connor added: “Ev-
ery day I meet people of 
all nations and faiths and 
hear their rich stories, 

journeys, challenges and 
successes. They invite me 
into their homes, work 
spaces, kitchens, busi-
nesses, communities to 
share and discuss their 
art and passion projects.” 

The challenges faced 
by struggling artists 
aren’t quite as daunting, 
thanks to O’Connor’s 
giving spirit. 

According to Katha 
Cato, Queens World Film 
Festival director as well 
as a friend, O’Connor is 
the first to step up and say, 
“I can pick it up for you” 
or “I will handle the Face-
book promotions for you.” 

Cato said O’Connor has 
connected artists with res-
taurants, boutiques, hotels 
and offices as viable loca-
tions for exhibiting their 
work. And she has curated 
openings, festivals, cel-
ebrations, street fairs, pop-
up art fairs, pop-up holiday 
craft sales, screenings, ex-
hibits, galas, parties and 
simple gatherings, “all in 
the name of bringing peo-
ple together to celebrate 
the creative impulse.”

O’Connor also creates 
press releases, compos-

ites, fliers, banners, post-
ers, business cards, flags, 
contracts, program guides 
and more for all the cre-
atives she works with. Of-
ten for free and in heels. 

“I ask her all the time, 
why does she do what she 

does and she doesn’t re-
ally answer,” Cato said. 
“I think it is because her 
joy is in the gathering. 
She knows that we are all 
better when we come to-
gether to experience sto-
ries, paintings, dance.”

ANN MARGARET O’CONNOR

Ann Margaret 
O’Connor

Cultural collaborator connects boro talent
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PRESIDENT SHAUN D. FRANCOIS I 
AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
New York City Board of Education Employees

OUR JOB  
IS KIDS!

WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF 1.2 MILLIION CHILDREN  
IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF NEW YORK CITY

WE SALUTE TimesLedger Newspaper
ON ITS Queens Impact Awards Gala Dinner
AND CONGRATULATE OUR OWN Jacques M. Leandre, SPECIAL ASST. TO THE PRESIDENT/CHIEF OF STAFF

and all honorees

Donald Nesbit, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

David Keye, SECRETARY-TREASURER

Sandra Fowler, SERGEANT AT ARMS

Maria DeLaura, 2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Jeannette Wright, RECORDING SECRETARY

Azucena Rosado, SERGEANT AT ARMS

OFFICERS

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

TRUSTEES

GLEN BLACKS
DENISE WILLIAMS
DIONE D’ARRIGO
MICHAEL E. DAVIDSON

BARBARA RICHARDSON
PAMELA J. ARMSTRONG
BELINDA BANKS
NANETTE SEPULVEDA

DENISE MCLAIN
LA’NETTE MURPHY
RODGER MURRAY
AIDA ROSS

SHIRLEY MILLER
ROBIN CHISOLM

MAYRA VEGA, WILLIE MITCHELL, ANTONIO JORDAN

The physicians and staff of

North Shore-LIJ Health System Obstetrics and Gynecology

Congratulate

Jill M. Rabin, MD
2015 Queens Impact Award Honoree

In recognition of her outstanding leadership, dedication, and service to others

QUEENS 

Impact 
Awards
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WOODSIDE ON THE MOVE, INC BOARD MEMBERS AND STAFF 

WANTS TO CONGRATULATE 

ADRIAN BORDONI
for his outstanding achievement and  

continuous contribution to the success of  
our organization and community.

BY BILL PARRY

Frank “Turtle” Raf-
faele is on a mission. 
The founder and CEO 
of Coffeed Roasters, and 
his partners, are out to 
prove that the business 
model behind their Cof-
feed chain of coffee cafés 
can both make a profit 
and support various so-
cial missions.

“We didn’t invent the 
model, but it is unique,” 
Raffaele said. “We run 
our coffee shops and oth-
er venues for-profit with 
a charitable component. 
Ten percent of our cof-
fee and beverage revenue 
and 5 percent of food 
revenue go to local chari-
table causes such as The 
New York Foundling, 
City Growers, Commu-
nity Mainstreaming As-
sociates and the Refugee 

and Immigrant Fund.”
Coffeed’s efforts don’t 

stop with donations. 
“We started hiring a lot 

of New York Foundling’s 
kids and all of our baked 
goods are made by people 
with intellectual and devel-
opment disabilities from 
CMA,” Raffaele said. 

Coffeed opened its 
flagship cafe in 2012 
when there was barely 
any retail in LIC’s Dutch 
Kills section. 

“We were considered 
pioneers when we first 
opened, now this place 
is like Dubai with all 
these towers going up,” 
he said.

Coffeed has opened five 
more “socially conscious 
cafes” since with two more 
in the planning stage.

Raffaele is most 
proud of the concession 
they have operated at the 

new Hunters Point South 
Park since 2014.

 “That park is the jew-
el of the waterfront,” he 
said. “It’s the neighbor-
hood’s front lawn and we 
have to do everything we 
can to take care of it.”

Some 3 percent of the 
gross revenue at LIC 
Landing by Coffeed goes 
to the Hunters Point 
Parks Conservancy for 
the park’s upkeep. 

Born and raised in 
Howard Beach, Raffaele 
attended Yale University. 
Upon graduating, he went 
to work for city Parks 
Commissioner Henry 
Stern, who gave Raffaele 
his “Turtle” nickname 
after the Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 

“I loved that job and 
had New York coursing 
through my bloodstream, 
but it didn’t really pay 

enough,” Raffaele said. 
“When my father died, I 
knew I had to get a real 
job and ended up trad-
ing stocks on Wall Street. 
When I started I didn’t 
even know what stocks 
were. I learned I was really 
good at math  and the buzz 
on the street was electric.”

Then came the 2008 
stock market crash.

“We were traders, 
guys from Queens and 
Brooklyn, not bankers in 
$2,000 suits, and sudden-
ly we were the bad guys,” 
Raffaele recalled. “My 
wife Diane lost her job at 
Lehman and was booed 
by people on the street as 
she left the building with 
her belongings in boxes. I 
knew it was time to tran-
sition out and find the 
next chapter of my life.”

He had saved enough 
money and with the help 
of three other traders, 
they started Coffeed. 

“I wanted to prove 
that traders had heart,” 
he said. “As quick as 
we’re growing we always 
keep that in mind. It will 
be fun to see where the 
road takes us.”FRANK RAFFAELE

Frank Raffaele
Coffee man uses java for social missions
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Find us on Facebook & Twitter
Your child deserves a very special summer!

Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
131 Brookville Road, Brookville, N.Y. 11545

516-626-1100

CONGRATULATES THE WINNERS OF 

THE QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS

Thank you for 
all your tremendous contributions 
to the great borough of Queens
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Congratulations

Alisha Johnson 
Recipient of the Queens Impact Award 

We are proud of you! 
Best wishes for continued success

Assemblymember Vivian E. Cook
32nd A.D. – Queens County

CONGRATULATES  

CRYSTAL BROWN  
on receiving the Queens Impact Award 2015.

Well done.

The executive board of SRCAA

BY TOM MOMBERG

Bob Reid might be too 
humble to bring up the lit-
tle things he’s done behind 
the scenes over the years 
in Bayside, but they’ve 
added up to some tremen-
dous accomplishments.

A Baysider for 47 
years, Reid has been the 
commissioner of the Bay-
side Little League since 
1991.

Reid’s son, Jonathan 
Reid, joined the Bayside 
Little League in 1986. Bob 
Reid immediately signed 
on as manager and coach 
of his son’s team. Soon 
after, he was leading a 
division which witnessed 
incredible growth under 
his leadership.

“The program has ex-
panded from a number 
of 300 kids, going up to 
almost 900 at a time,” he 

said. “It gives something 
for kids to do: An outside 
activity, something they 
can be proud of. They 
can play from five years 
old until they turn 15, so 
many kids are with us 
for 10 years. They leave 
with great memories and 
friends.”

The Bayside Little 
League now has about 
525 Little Leaguers. 
When Reid isn’t with his 
family, he spends time 
with the local business 
community, reaching 
out to potential Little 
League team sponsors 
and welcoming new es-
tablishments to Bayside.

He also organizes the 
annual Little League 
parade and coordinates 
a yearly cleanup of the 
fields in Crocheron Park 
to encourage responsi-
bility among Bayside’s 

youth.
The great thing about 

having such a strong Lit-
tle League organization 
is, “it makes our kids 
better citizens, Reid said. 
“We teach them how to 
work well with others, 
how to assist and support 
other people. It comes 
down to being proud of 
their community no mat-
ter where they are in 
life.”

Reid works with orga-
nizations like the Bayside 
Historical Society to pro-
mote community aware-
ness of Bayside’s history 
and traditions and instill-
ing them in the youth of 
the community.

“Anything that I can 
be involved in to ben-
efit the community, I’m 
there,” he said. Accord-
ing to Reid, the small 
town feel Bayside has 

in such a big city is why 
there is so much support 
for the Little League.

 “Over the course of 
time that I have been in-
volved, we’ve noticed that 
the parents who are com-
ing to sign their children 
up have been telling how 
they played in the Little 
League when they were 
younger,” he said. “Peo-
ple are not leaving the 
community, they’re stay-
ing in the community. 
Or they are coming back 
when they have kids.”

Reid has four children 
and now seven grandchil-
dren of his own, one of 
whom is a Little Leaguer 
in Bayside. 

He served  in the New 
York Police Department 
for about 34 years before 
retiring in September 
2008. Most notably, he 
was a detective for the 
114th Precinct.

Reid is now part own-
er at the village cigar 
shop, Habana Hut, where 
he bought in after his re-
tirement. On most days, 
community members 
know they can find him 
there to chat. BOB REID

Bob Reid
Commish leads Bayside LL for 47 years

I would like to congratulate  
all winners of the 

Queens Impact Awards 
 

Our congratulations to  

Bob Reid
From,

The Cronan Family
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We have created the ultimate venue 
for the most special of celebrations!

We will assist you every step of the way to create the  
grandest affair, accommodating 100 to 900 guests with the 
utmost personal touch. Woodhaven Manor will help create 

a memorable day that you and your guests will treasure for a 
lifetime. You are invited for a personal tour to view the timeless 
elegance and experience for yourself the beauty and grandeur 

of Woodhaven Manor.

This elegant banquet hall is one of the largest in 

Unsurpassed service in the most elegant surroundings, 

WOODHAVEN MANOR
Caterers & Banquet

FREE CAKE  
worth $500  
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BY BILL PARRY

The founder of the 
Woodside Neighborhood 
Association spent 12 
years in Japan studying 
language to become the 
professional translator 
he is today. It was when 
David Rosasco returned 
home in 2005 that he real-
ized his hometown need-
ed a drastic makeover.

“In all my time in Ja-
pan, I never saw a public 
garbage can because you 
don’t need them because 
everything is perfectly 
clean,” Rosasco said. 
“When I came home, I 
couldn’t believe the filth 
that was under the No. 7 
subway around 61st Street 
and Roosevelt Avenue. It 
made my skin crawl, so 
I grabbed a broom and 
started sweeping.”

He never stopped and 

his neighbors began to 
notice. Then they started 
joining him.

“We started out with 
a core I call the Dirty 
Dozen,” Rosasco said. “It 
turned into something 
much bigger. Community 
and religious groups be-
gan to join us, then came 
the kids. High school 
kids, college kids, immi-
grant and minority kids. 
They kept coming back.”

The group became so 
effective sweeping the 
streets, removing graf-
fiti, painting over other 
eyesores, and planting 
trees - nearly 200 of them 
- that in 2013 Rosasco 
was awarded the Golden 
Trowel Award from the 
Partnership for Parks for 
superb park activism. 

“The thing of it is I felt 
awkward accepting the 
Golden Trowel, and this 

Queens Impact award 
as well, because some 
of these kids put in 250 
hours a year, all on their 
free time,” Rosasco said. 
“Yeah, there are a lot of 
adults involved, like The-
resa and Joe McGowan, 
but it’s the kids that come 
out on their weekends and 
do the really hard work to 
clean up their neighbor-
hood. Think of the last 
two winters we had, they 
were brutal, and we never 
canceled a project. These 
kids were always there. 
In Japan they say ‘endure 
an unendurable situation’ 
and that’s what these kids 
did, week after week.”

The Woodside Neigh-
borhood Association has 
become so effective that it 
has run out of certain jobs. 

“We’ve got the graffiti 
down to zero,” Rosasco 
said. “The 108th Precinct 

called and said they want-
ed to work with us. Now 
we have to go find some-
thing for them to clean.”

But there is one aspect 
of community activism at 
which the group fails.

“We’re terrible at 
fund-raising, we’re too 
busy,” he said. “That’s 
where local businesses 
step up to the plate.” 

Rosasco named three 
who have been the most 
dependable over the 
years. “Gleason’s Paint 
has been there with all 
of our paint needs, Sean 
Og’s Pub and Sign Media 
International are always 
opening up their wal-
lets,” Rosasco said.  

During his time 
abroad he learned that 
the Japanese are not 
talkers, they’re doers. 
Rosasco discovered he’s 
much the same after an 
unsuccessful bid for a 
City Council seat in 2009. 

“That didn’t work 
out the way I thought it 
would,” he said,  “but I 
realized that I get a lot 
more satisfaction do-
ing things than talking 
about it.”DAVID ROSASCO

David Rosasco
Translator cleans Woodside streets with kids

Congratulations to

on receiving the
Queens Impact Award 2015.

We are proud of you.

★★
Tyra Emerson

39-25 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718.279.2020
www.eyesupplyofbayside.com

eyesupply
O F  B AY S I D E

Congratulations 
to our Bayside Honorees 

Aline Euler, Dominick Bruccoleri, 
and Bob Reid!
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IF YOU’VE BEEN TURNED DOWN IN THE PAST, WE CAN HELP!
• Bad Credit • No Credit • Divorce • Repossession • Bankruptcy • Tax Liens  

• First Time Buyer • Cash Income • Judgements
Credit History may affect cash down, APR% & Terms; bankruptcies must be discharged; job & steady residence required.

www.SouthShoreHyundai.com

360 W. SUNRISE HWY., 
VALLEY STREAM  NY 11581

855-442-1803
Tax & MV fees add’l. †Leases subj to prime lender approval with excellent (700+) credit score. 10k mi/yr. 20¢ ea add’l mi. Total due at signing: $129=$2024. Price includes rebate. No sec dep. 
Lessee responsible for excess wear & maint. *Available with Tier 1 credit approval; on select new vehicles; in lieu of any factory rebates and dealer incentives; see dealer for details. ‡Must 
Present Ad To Receive One Of These Special Offers! Advertised Offers Cannot Be Combined With Any Other Offer Or Price Reduction. Pictures For Illustration Purposes Only. All vehicles available 
cash or finance. Must Take Spot Delivery. Offer Expires 5 Days After Publication. Ad prices not applicable on prior deals. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers valid though 5/13/15.

a division of

TIRED OF THE CREDIT FIGHT?
1.  Prove Income & residence
2.  If you make $375 per week
3.  Have a valid state id or license

We make 
it easy as 

1-2-3

360 W SUNRISE HWYW360 W SSUNUNRIRISSSE HWYWW

a division of

NEW 2015  
HYUNDAI

ELANTRA 
SE

0%
APR FINANCING 
66 MONTHS
AVAILABLE*

 LEASE PER MO/36 MOSLEAE SE PER MO/36 MOS

$129
†

VEHICLES ARE AVAILABLE UNDER $11,000!
IF YOU CAN’T FIND IT HERE GO ON  SOUTHSHOREHYUNDAI.COM

$4,995Stock #U3436T, 
37,549 Miles, Auto

‘01 HYUNDAI ACCENT GL 

$6,795Stock #U3424T, 
96,028 Miles, Auto

‘07 HYUNDAI SONATA LIMITED

$9,795Stock #U3416I, 
88,528 Miles, Auto

‘09 TOYOTA PRIUS HB

$9,995Stock #U3522T,  
54,206 miles, Auto

‘07 HONDA ACCORD VP SEDAN

LOW  
PRICE

$10,995Stock #U3428I,  
90,924 miles, Manual

‘07 HONDA CIVIC SI SEDAN

$10,995Stock #U3484T, 
46,942 Miles, Auto

‘12 NISSAN VERSA S HB

$10,495Stock #U3506T,  
76,996 miles, Auto

‘11 TOYOTA COROLLA L SEDAN

LOW  
PRICE

$10,995Stock #U2906I,  
70,751 Miles, Auto

‘09 HYUNDAI SANTA FE

LOW  
MILES

LEATHER, 
SUNROOF

GREAT  
GAS 

MILEAGE

SUNROOFLOW  
PRICE

LOW  
PRICE
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Several years ago 
Howard Beach native 
Frances Scarantino, 43, 
saw that quality day care 
options in her area were 
limited. Compelled to 
help working parents, she 
started her own nonprofit 
youth organization, after 
completing a successful 
career in the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Management and 
Budget.

Scarantino’s vision 
turned into a reality 
when she became owner 
and director of Reach for 
the STARS! Programs 
for Children in 2004. It 
provides a day care cen-
ter, 1st Step Program 
(for 3- and 4-year-olds), a 
before/after school pro-
gram, summer program 
and weekend enrichment 
classes in Italian, test 
prep and a gifted and tal-
ented program.

STARS! means peace 
of mind for families who 
are seeking a safe place 
to drop off their kids. The 
program (www.Reach-
ForTheStarsDayCare.
com) offers them an op-
portunity to learn and 
play and enjoy a variety 
of activities in a safe and 
stimulating environment, 
where they can grow aca-
demically and socially.

 Scarantino is also 
founder and president 
of Striving To Achieve 
and Reach Success Inc.  
S.T.A.R.S. is a nonprofit 
community youth center 
that provides recreation, 
education and self-de-
velopment for many age 
groups.

In addition, she is excit-
ed about her first, recently 
published book “Felicia 
Gets Ready For Day Care.” 
Scarantino said she wrote 
it to help parents and chil-
dren transition into day 
care. Two more books are 
on the way.

Scarantino is in-

volved in many aspects of 
the community. Among 
numerous projects, she 
was the driving force be-
hind the Hamilton Beach 
playground built in 2001, 
which was constructed 
where none existed. It 
was done entirely with 
donated funds and a vol-
unteer workforce.

She also was ap-
pointed by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo as co-chair of 
the Howard Beach Com-
mittee of New York Ris-
ing, a state program to 
help reconstruct com-
munities battered by se-
vere storms.  She is the 
president of the Sons & 
Daughters of Italy — F. 
LaGuardia Lodge — the 
recording secretary of 
the 106th Police Precinct 
Community Council, im-
mediate past president of 
the Rotary Club of South 

West Queens Communi-
ties, and a member of the 
National Association of 
Day Care Providers.

Scarantino attended 
St. John’s University, 
where she received two 
master degrees – one in 
politics and government 
and the other in pub-
lic administration. She 
has received numerous 
awards for her work, in-
cluding Best of Queens 
Child Care Services, Con 
Edison Big Heart Award 
and a New York State 
Senate Citation.

“I would like to take 
this opportunity to 
thank my parents and 
my fiancé David Charles 
for their love and sup-
port,” she says. “Without 
them, it would not have 
been possible to accom-
plish and succeed in my 
life’s work.”

FRANCES O. SCARANTINO

Frances O. 
Scarantino

Busy woman founds Howard Beach day care
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would like to express 

our gratitude and look forward 

to celebrating with our 

QUEENS 
Impact Awards 

honorees
for their tremendous 

contributions 

to the great borough 

of Queens



38    TIMESLEDGER.COMQUEENS IMPACT AWARDS, MAY 8–14, 2015 BT FT TL

QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS

After so many contributions, Elba Santiago and 
Nelson Rodriguez would like to continue to 
congratulate David Rosasco, he is still on the 
street everyday cleaning and doing everything 
he can to help the community he loves and 
believes in, "David is the Soul of Woodside"

CONGRATULATIONS

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Dr. Charles Schleien, 
who grew up in Flush-
ing, has dedicated his 
career to helping others. 
In particular, he has a 
long history of doing and 
supporting research for 
children. 

Over the course of 
his career, he has been 
a leader in the areas of 
cardiopulmonary and 
brain resuscitation, 
creating new protocols 
and helping to spread 
the word about advance-
ments in the field. In 
the 1980s, while he was 
assisant director of the 
Pediatric Intensive Care 
Unit at Johns Hopkins 
University, Schleien de-
veloped the first model 
to study cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation in in-
fants and children. His 

work in CPR, as well as 
in brain resuscitation, 
has been incorporated 
into protocols for the 
American Heart Asso-
ciation and the Interna-
tional Liaison Commit-
tee for Resuscitation. 

“My major research 
focus relates to the resus-
citation of children after 
cardiac arrest,” he said. 
“I have been involved 
with the study of brain 
resuscitation since my 
fellowship at Johns Hop-
kins in the 1980s.” 

His career since his 
time at Johns Hopkins 
has taken him to such in-
stitutions as the Univer-
sity of Miami, where he 
led a major research effort 
in brain resuscitation, 
and Columbia University, 
where he was director of 
the Morgan Stanley Chil-
dren’s Hospital. As a mem-

ber of the American Heart 
Association’s Emergency 
Cardiovascular Com-
mittee, Schleien played a 
major role in formulating 
international pediatric 
guidelines in CPR.

He is also active in 
getting what he has 
learned out to his medi-
cal colleagues, serving as 
an editor on the “Golden 
Hour” handbook, which 
deals with the immedi-
ate care of critically ill 
children in emergency 
departments, and on the 
“Rogers Textbook of Crit-
ical Care Medicine.” His 
professional affiliations 
include memberships in 
the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, American 
Society of Anesthesiolo-
gists and the Society of 
Critical Care Medicine.

As chairman of the 
Department of Pediatrics 

at Cohen Children’s Medi-
cal Center of North Shore-
LIJ Health System in New 
Hyde Park, as well as pro-
fessor of pediatrics at the 
Hofstra/North Shore-LIJ 
School of Medicine in 
Hempstead, he continues 
to support major pediat-
ric research in both im-
munologic disease and 
cancer research. 

He now lives in New 
Rochelle and has two 
sons, Eric, 27, who is a 
state representative in 
New Hampshire and a 
value investor, and Zach, 
24, a graduate student at 
Syracuse University and 
an entrepreneur.

In the elder Schleien’s 
spare time, he plays golf 
and tennis, enjoys pho-
tography and travels 
whenever he can, with 
recent trips to Southeast 
Asia, India and Italy. CHARLES SCHLEIEN

Charles Schleien
Doctor saves children in cardiac arrest



39  TIMESLEDGER.COM QUEENS IMPACT AWARDS, MAY 8–14, 2015BT FT TL



40    TIMESLEDGER.COMQUEENS IMPACT AWARDS, MAY 8–14, 2015 BT FT TL

Member FDIC 

Strength

Stability

& Service

Since 1921

www.ridgewoodbank.com

Queens 
Communities

Salutes the 
2015 Honorees

for their contributions 
and impact within the


