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BY BILL PARRY
 
The old 5Pointz crew reunit-

ed this past weekend at August 
Martin High School in Jamaica, 
where they found plenty of walls 
for their aerosol street art and 
one giant cause. More than 100 
artists came from as far as Tex-
as and Japan and joined with a 
team of students, who came up 
with the idea, and painted their 
signature graffiti murals in hall-
ways and stairwells as part of an 
effort to change the culture at 
the beleaguered school.

“Being able to use the power of 
art to inspire the youth is amaz-
ing and I know these kids that go 
here are looked at as disappoint-
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BY MADINA TOURE

Some of the borough’s 
top social media influenc-
ers got to meet each other 
for the first time at the 
first-ever Queens Social 
Media Mixer last week. 

Individuals who contrib-

ute to Queens or talk about 
Queens on their social me-
dia accounts got together 
and mingled at Flushing 
Town Hall at 137-35 North-
ern Blvd. in downtown 
Flushing. The event was 
organized by the Queens 
Tourism Council. 

Sierra Brown, who runs 
the Instagram account for 
the Queens Tourism Coun-
cil, created the May 8 event 
as a way to unite people 
who express their passion 
for Queens virtually.

She defined social me-
dia influencers as individ-

BY BILL PARRY

A popular Italian restaurant 
in Corona, known for its charm-
ing dining room and backyard 
piazza, was allegedly a front for 
a cocaine trafficking ring that 
spanned three continents, accord-
ing to a six-count indictment that 
was unsealed in Brooklyn federal 
court last week. 

Husband-and-wife owners 
Gregorio and Eleonora Gigliotti, 
their son Angelo Gigliotti, and a 
relative who is an Italian citizen, 
were all charged with conspiracy 
to import cocaine, conspiracy to 
possess with intent to distribute 
cocaine, importation of cocaine, 
and attempted possession of co-
caine, federal officials announced 

BY BILL PARRY

Permanent status of the Boulevard Family 
Shelter at the Pan American Hotel was rejected 
Monday by the city comptroller, for now. Citing 
outstanding complaints and violations, including 

City rejects permanent status 

for shelter in Pan Am Hotel

Attendees listen to speakers at the social 
media mixer at Flushing Town Hall.  

Photo by Madina Toure

Corona eatery
ran coke ring
globally: FBI

5Pointz artists visit Martin HS
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Social media mixes in boro

LIC graffi ti crew
reinvents hallways
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The Big Apple Circus is raising the Big Top for its month-long run in Cunningham Park. The tent is six stories 
high and takes a crew of more than 30 all day to erect.   Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY BILL PARRY

Passions are running 
high among Astoria pres-
ervationists since the city 
Department of Buildings 
made public the owners’ 
plans for construction at 
the Steinway Mansion. 
While the historic 27-
room home, built by the 
legendary piano-making 
Steinway family in 1858, is 
landmarked and cannot be 
touched, the acre of land it 
sits on is not.

Philip Loria, an attor-
ney at the Astoria-based 
law firm Loria and Associ-
ates, and his partner, who 
purchased the Steinway 
Mansion for $2.65 million 
last year, plan to excavate 
the sloping hill that domi-
nates the property to with-
in feet of the home and level 
the land for development. 

DOB files show that 
the owners plan to build a 
retaining wall around the 
structures and build 11 
two-story manufacturing 
buildings surrounding the 
mansion on three sides. 
The buildings are to be 
warehouses, according to 
sources, but the purpose is 
not known and Philip Loria 
was not available for com-
ment.

“By cutting the man-
sion off to the public, you’re 
cutting it off from the com-
munity’s love and affec-
tion,” Bob Singleton of the 
Friends of Steinway Man-

sion said. “When a crown 
jewel is not in its proper 
setting, it’s in danger. 
While the mansion is land-
marked, it is over 150 years 
old and didn’t have the best 
maintenance. Now it will 
be subjected to the rigors of 
a construction site.”

Singleton claims to have 
had “tremendous support” 

for preserving the man-
sion back when the Friends 
of Steinway Mansion had 
hoped to raise $5 million to 
buy the home and restore it 
for the use of the commu-
nity. 

“We wanted to make it 
the centerpiece of an arts 
district that would draw 
tourism, transportation 
and capital investment to 
the area,” Singleton said. 
“An arts district would 
teach the next generation 
of artists and artisans, 
with restaurants, housing, 
galleries and art spaces. It 
deserves to be restored and 
it deserves to be loved and 
it deserves to be the crown 
jewel of the community.”

As a businessman, Sin-
gleton believes he can con-
vince the owners that there 
is a better and more lucra-
tive alternative to building 
warehouses on the site. On 
the group’s Facebook page, 
blame for the current situ-
ation is placed on Astoria’s 
elected officials.

“We would love to get 
the Steinway Mansion in 
someone else’s hands,” City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) said. 
“Since I was elected we’ve 
been looking for a real part-
ner to work with and protect 
the mansion as a substan-
tial part of the community. 
I just don’t have that part-
ner that would be able to 
help balance the cost. Right 
now that entity just doesn’t 
exist.”

He added that city agen-
cies such as the Parks 
Department, the Historic 
House Trust and the De-
partment of Cultural Af-
fairs had studied purchas-
ing the mansion when it 
was for sale but passed. 
“There is no city entity 
interested in it,” Constan-
tinides said. “We’re dealing 
with the real world here. It 
would be a monumental 
undertaking, with costs 
of $1.5 million to purchase 
and another $3 million to 
renovate to make it a com-
munity space. You can’t do 
that with City Council bud-
get dollars.”

The trees are already gone from the Steinway Mansion and the hill it is built on will be removed for 
commercial development. Photo by Bill Parry

When a crown 
jewel is not in its 
proper setting, 
it’s in danger.

Bob Singleton

Steinway Mansion work 
worries preservationists
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Manufacturing in New 
York City isn’t dead. It just 
needs some nurturing. 

Industrial areas like 
the one in Maspeth provide 
342,000 jobs in New York 
City, according to a 2014 
study by the City Council. 
But advocates and Maspeth 
business leaders worry 
that if Mayor Bill de Blasio 
does not do more to protect 
industrial areas, many of 
these jobs could lose out to 
the more profitable hous-
ing market. 

“There’s just a shortage 
of industrial property in 
New York City,” said Jean 
Tanler, president of Mas-
peth’s Industrial Business 
Zone “It’s detrimental to 
the economy as a whole.” 

Researchers at the Pratt 
Center for Community De-
velopment are concerned 
that as de Blasio continues 
to push for new afford-

able housing development, 
many manufacturers will 
be pushed out to make 
room for housing, taking 
with them high paying jobs 
with an average salary of 
$50,000. 

“We support the mayor’s 
goal for affordable hous-
ing,” said Adam Friedman, 
a co-author of the study 
“Making Room for Housing 
and Jobs.” “But we believe 
saving manufacturing jobs 
is essential for this goal.”

In the study, research-
ers argued that these in-
dustrial zones should be 
considered sanctuaries for 
jobs through a strict zoning 
code that would prevent 
real estate predators and 
hotels. Preventing the de-
velopment of big-box retail 
and storage warehouses, 
which provide fewer jobs 
than industrial businesses, 
would strengthen these ar-
eas. These steps, they ar-
gue, would prevent indus-

trial areas from eroding. 
And in Maspeth, signs 

of erosion are clear. 
Last year, the deli man-

ufacturer Hansel N’ Gretel 
closed  after several de-
cades of operation in the 
area. And Junior’s Cheese-
cake recently announced 
it would be moving its fac-
tory in Maspeth – where 

its products were made – to 
New Jersey.

The owners cited rising 
real estate prices as one of 
the reason they decided to 
move their operations. 

Tanler said that as hous-
ing and retail commercial 
stores encroach on indus-
trial zones, the value of des-
ignated space for industry 

will be driven up. And in a 
City Council study, Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan) made a similar 
conclusion.

“In Brooklyn and 
Queens, where industry 
is particularly threatened 
by real estate speculation, 
the jobs pay almost twice 
as much as the service 

sector jobs which often 
replace them,” she said. 
“Industrial jobs provide a 
ladder to the middle class 
for many first generation 
immigrants who haven’t 
had the opportunity to at-
tend college.”

In Queens, according to 
the City Council’s study, 
industrial jobs pay an av-
erage of $50,934 and retail 
jobs pay an average of $25, 
416. And so, advocates 
like Friedman and Tanler 
argue, preserving high 
paying jobs is an integral 
part of de Blasio’s plan to 
shorten the gap of the Two 
Cities. 

“Queens, in particu-
lar, is still a blue collar 
borough,” Friedman said. 
“And so people over there 
would really feel the loss of 
these jobs.” 

  Potential contenders eye Weprin’s City Council seat
BY TOM MOMBERG

The sudden resignation 
of City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) has triggered wide-
spread  interest from po-
tential candidates for the 
northeast Queens seat.

A special election could 
mean the end to a 14-year 
Weprin dynasty over the 
Council seat that repre-
sents Oakland Gardens, 
Bayside Hills, Bellerose, 
Douglaston, Little Neck 
and Queens Village. Or it 
could mean more musical 
chairs between the coun-
cilman and his brother, As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows).

Mark Weprin an-
nounced Monday he plans 
to join Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s staff as deputy secre-
tary of legislative affairs, 
a position to which he was 
appointed to serve as a li-
aison between Cuomo, the 
state Legislature and the 
City Council.

Weprin has been a City 

Council member since 2010, 
prior to which he was an as-
semblyman for 15 years.  

“In the office of Gov. 
Cuomo, I will continue to 
serve the people of New 
York,” Weprin said in an 
emailed statement.

His brother, David We-
prin, previously held the 
same Council seat from 
2001 to 2009. He then won 
a special election to repre-
sent the Assembly’s 24th 
District in 2010, the same 
seat that Mark Weprin had 
occupied.

David Weprin was ap-
pointed as the secretary 
to the Assembly Majority 
Conference in April, so he 
told the TimesLedger he 
would remain in the state 
Assembly for the foresee-
able future. But, at the 
same time, he also said he 
was considering running 
for his brother’s soon-to-
be vacant Council posi-
tion and that he would an-
nounce his decision soon.

“We’ve accomplished 
a lot in my time in the As-

sembly. At the same time, 
I was able to better serve a 
greater number of my con-
stituents on the city level 
... I will announce whether 
or not I run in the next few 
days,” David Weprin said 
in the interview Wednes-
day.

Given Mark Weprin’s 
two-weeks notice, he will 
leave his City Council seat 
after Memorial Day week-

end. The 23rd Council Dis-
trict will remain open for 
constituent services until a 
replacement is selected. 

But the focus now has 
shifted to the other pos-
sible contenders for the 
Council seat. 

Dominic Panakel, cur-
rently chief of staff to Coun-
cilman Rory Lancman (D-
Hillcrest), is rumored as a 
possible candidate, but he 

said he is not publicly stat-
ing interest in the seat as 
of now. 

Barry Grodenchik, the 
Queens director of com-
munity boards and a for-
mer state assemblyman, 
announced his interest 
in running for the seat. 
Panakel, who previously 
worked as Grodenchik’s 
campaign manager as a 
candidate for borough 
president, probably will 
not run for the Council seat 
if Grodenchik does.

Ali Najmi, an attorney 
with his own private prac-
tice, is another rumored 
candidate. He could not be 
reached for comment.

A one-time candidate for 
the Bayside Council seat, 
Steven Behar confirmed 
his interest in Mark We-
prin’s spot, but like several 
other special election hope-
fuls, he said it depends on 
the political landscape.

“I am certainly inter-
ested. I am always the hap-
piest when I am in public 
service,” Behar said. 

Bob Friedrich of Glen 
Oaks, a columnist for the 
Bayside Times who previ-
ously ran against David 
Weprin for the Assembly 
seat, said he would jump 
into the ring again as long 
as his old opponent does 
not.

“I wouldn’t run against 
Weprin, because it’s not 
a level playing field: It’s 
a game you pay to play,” 
Friedrich said. “Person-
ally, I think it would be out-
rageous for David Weprin 
to run. He would be cir-
cumventing the very term 
limits he voted for while in 
office.”

David Weprin said he 
would not exactly be tak-
ing advantage of a loophole. 
Though there was a limit 
of two terms for most of 
the time he served the City 
Council, the Council voted 
in 2008 to allow officials to 
run for three terms instead 
of two - the year before he 
left for Albany.

Council member Mark Weprin is resigning his seat and going back 
to Albany, where he was an assemblyman for 15 years, to work for 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo.   Photo by Christina Santucci

Future of industry under threat in city

The Pratt Center report 
includes this graphic to 
show the importance 
of retaining industrial 
jobs in the city. 

VISIT US AT 

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Two women from Jamai-
ca who were accused of plot-
ting a terror attack in the 
United States pleaded not 
guilty to conspiracy to use 
a weapon of mass destruc-
tion and additonal counts 
related to their alleged ter-
ror plot after a grand jury 
indictment May 8 in Brook-
lyn federal court. 

After evidence was pre-
sented to a grand jury, Asia 
Siddiqui, 31, and Noelle 
Velentzas, 28, were also 
charged with teaching and 
distributing information 
pertaining to the making 
and use of an explosive, de-
structive device and weap-
on of mass destruction. 
Siddiqui was also charged 
with making material false 
statements in a federal 
grand jury indictment, ac-
cording to the federal in-

dictment.  
Siddiqui who lived with 

Velentzas, Velentzas hus-
band, Abu Bakr and their 
two daughters, on 104th 
Road in Jamaica  were ar-

rested and charged in April 
with conspiracy to use a 
weapon of mass destruction 
against persons or prop-
erty in the United States 
after a federal undercover 

investigation revealed the 
suspected plot. 

Velentzas’s husband, 
Abu Bakr, and Imam 
Charles Bilal from the 
Alhamdulillah mosque 
in Jamaica attended the 
hearing, but neither one 
spoke to the media after 
the courtroom proceedings 
ended. Siddiqui entered the 
court expressionless, but 
Velentzas smiled and her 
eyes lit up as soon as she 
saw her husband among 
the reporters in the gallery 
of the courtroom. 

According to federal 
prosecutors, Siddiqui and 
Velentzas, who has two 
daughters, were allegedly 
involved in gathering mate-
rials to create a weapon of 
mass destruction, express-
ing violent jihadi beliefs, 
having ties to terrorist 
networks and targeting 
persons or property in the 

United States for the plan-
ning purposes of their ter-
rorist attack, according 
to federal criminal com-
plaint.  

Bilal, whose mosque 
Siddiqui and Velentzas had 
attended for the last five 
years, said in a past inter-
view with Timesledger that 
he and Bakr both believe 
the two women were “set 
up” by the federal under-
cover agent. 

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, since 2014 
Siddiqui and Velentzas had 
allegedly been researching 
numerous works dealing 
with explosives, such as 
“The Anarchist Cookbook.” 
They were also inspired by 
the 2013 Boston Marathon 
bombings and “obsessed” 
with the use of pressure 
cookers in the attack by 
two terrorist brothers, 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev and 

Tamarlan Tsarnaev  , said   
the criminal complaint. 

Siddiqui faces an ad-
ditional count of making 
material false statements 
about her ties to the terror-
ist group Al-Qaeda, accord-
ing to the grand jury in-
dictment. In July 2014, FBI 
agents stopped Siddiqui 
at LaGuardia Airport to 
question her about her rela-
tionship with Samir Khan, 
the editor and publisher of 
“Inspire,” a terrorist propa-
ganda magazine launched 
by Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula. Khan was killed 
in a 2011 drone strike in Ye-
men. According to the crim-
inal complaint, Siddiqui 
allegedly wrote poems that 
expressed violent jihadi be-
liefs for the magazine and 
its blog. Siddiqui is alleged 
to have lied during that 
questioning, according to 
the indictment. 

Before her arrest on domestic terrorism charges, Noelle Velentzas 
appears on a cable TV show about how she overcame obstacles in 
her life.  Photo courtesy of Faiq Siddiqi Show

Queens terror suspects plead not guilty
Two women from Jamaica accused of plotting violent attack in United States
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 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY MADINA TOURE

The lawyer represent-
ing a family moving into a 
Broadway-Flushing home 
that residents fear will 
become an illegal hotel 
brokered a joint meeting 
between the family and 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside).

Avella and the Broad-
way-Flushing Homeowners 
Association hosted a rally 
last week at the property, 
located at 35-20 156th St., to 
protest the possibility that 
the home could be turned 
into an illegal hotel again. 

The meeting, open to 
the public, consisted of a 
discussion and a tour of the 
property, which is current-
ly under renovation. 

Although the family, 
which hails from the Fu-
zhou province of China, 
usually keeps to themselves, 

they wanted to reach out to 
the community to clarify 
the misunderstanding, said 

Robert Wong, the lawyer 
representing the family. 
The family has a language 

barrier. 
“The bottom line is this: 

We’re trying to protect the 
community from having an 
illegal hotel,” Wong said. 
“I’m trying to make peace 
and allow this family to 
move in. If there is some-
thing that is not in confor-
mance with the building 
code, whether you’re cor-
rect or not, we’ll make the 
proper rectifications.”

The property is owned 
by Qin Jin Yang, who is 
moving into the home with 
her husband, their four 
adult children, a son-in-law, 
a daughter-in-law and their 
infant grandchild. 

Wong described them as 
hardworking Chinese im-
migrants who used their life 
savings of around $500,000 
to fund the renovation. 

In 2006, four violations 
were issued against the 
property, when Avella said 

it operated as an illegal ho-
tel, and an additional four 
were issued in 2014, accord-
ing to a DOB spokesman. 

A full stop-work order 
currently exists on the 
property, which means that 
no construction work can be 
done at this time, the spokes-
man said. The property has 
received 50 complaints, all 
closed. 

The DOB issued a 15-day 
notice to revoke the permit 
for the project April 27 be-
cause of an objection con-
cerning the questionable 
layout in a single-family 
residence. 

In March 2014, the DOB 
approved Yang’s original 
plan for 14 bedrooms, Wong 
said. She submitted a re-
vised plan to the DOB April 
15, with changes that in-
cluded reducing the number 
of bedrooms to 10, chang-
ing the main entrance and 

removing a bedroom and 
about 200 square feet of floor 
space on the second floor to 
create an entrance hall.  

The DOB rejected the re-
vised plan. 

 Before Avella arrived for 
the meeting, the encounter 
had already taken on a con-
tentious  tone, as urban plan-
ning expert Paul Graziano, 
who spoke at the rally, and 
Shiming Tam, the architect, 
argued about the construc-
tion process. 

Graziano criticized the 
decision to take floor area 
from the second floor and 
put it on the third floor and 
the alteration of the roofline, 
among other complaints. 

Tam said the DOB should 
be left to determine whether 
or not the building complies 
with code and regulations, 
calling Graziano a “lay-
man.” 

A Broadway-Flushing home residents feared could become an ille-
gal hotel is currently under renovation.  Photo by Madina Toure

Work on large Flushing home questioned
Sen. Avella holds public meeting with family to discuss future of former illegal hotel on 156th Street
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The 103rd Precinct 
reported at its monthly 
Precinct Council meeting 
Tuesday crime dropped 29 
percent in April compared 
to last year, but residents 
raised concerns following 
the shooting death of NYPD 
Officer Brian Moore. 

After a moment of si-
lence for Moore, the 103rd 
Precinct Deputy Inspector 
Cappelmann said, “Time 
and time again, after any 
tragedy, we rise to the oc-
casion and now I say this 
about this community. The 
community’s support helps 
us get back to doing what 
we do.”

Moore, who was shot 
during a confrontation with 
an armed suspect in Queens 
Village, was remembered 
at the meeting held at St. 
Benedict’s Church on 110th 
Avenue. 

Cappelmann reported 
that overall crime was down 
by 29 percent within a 28-day 
period from April 6 to May 3 
compared to the same time 
last year and that so far this 
year, the police, have record-
ed two shootings, down from 
six shootings last year with-
in the same time period.  

“As I have said before, one 
shooting is one too many,” 
said Cappelmann. “We will 
keep trying to make this a 
safer and better neighbor-
hood for residents.”

The first shooting was of 
a former Marine who suf-
fered from mental illness 

and opened fire on police 
officers after shooting up a 
pub and the second was the 
murder of a young man, who 
was allegedly a gang mem-
ber, targeted by possibly a 
rival gang. The case was still 
being investigated.  

There were also two 
shooting incidents.  In the 
first incident three men fired 
shots at plainclothes officers 
and two were arrested.  In 
the second involving an out-
of-control domestic dispute 
no arrests were made, but 
police know the identity and 
are actively looking for the 
gunman, Cappelmann said.

Residents  were upset by 
the loss of Moore, who had 
worked in the 103rd Precinct 
before moving to the nearby 
105th Precinct. Despite the 
decrease in crime, they were 
still concerned about safety 
in their area. Many stood 
up and said to bring back 
the tougher stop-and-frisk 
policy, which has been uti-
lized less frequently after 
a judge’s ruling to use the 
practice more judiciously 
following hundreds of com-
plaints filed against the 
department.   Mayor Bill de 

BY BILL PARRY

Bicycle riders in Long 
Island City are the big win-
ners in the 26th Council 
District’s first year of par-
ticipatory budgeting. 

Delegates, stakehold-
ers and residents of LIC, 
Sunnyside and Woodside 
voted overwhelmingly 
for the $500,000 Long Is-
land City Bikeway project, 
which will improve the 
streetscape on Vernon Bou-
levard from 41st Avenue at 
the Queensbridge Houses 
South through Queens Pla-
za South.

The project will im-
prove lighting, resurface 
the rough spots and add pe-
destrian countdown clocks 
at Queens Plaza South. 

“We’re thrilled that 
the LIC Bikeway is the 
winning project,” Trans-
portation Alternatives 
Executive Director Paul 
Steely-White said. “With a 
big uptick in cycling com-
ing when Citi Bike arrives 
in western Queens, there 
is a need to get to work now 
on street design improve-
ments to keep people on 
bikes safer.”

The second-largest 
number of votes went to a 
van for seniors at the Ja-
cob Riis Settlement House, 
costing $55,000. Upgrades 
for five playgrounds in the 
Queensbridge Houses, cost-
ing $500,000, finished third. 
The total of the three proj-
ects exceeds the $1 million 

limit that was available, 
but Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Woodside) 
said he would find the extra 
funding to ensure all three 
projects are funded.

“Hundreds of local resi-
dents helped make the 26th 
District’s first-ever Partici-
patory Budgeting process a 
tremendous success,” Van 
Bramer said. “The beauty of 
the process is that it brings 
together communities from 
around the district and 
makes us one. Because I 
believe in the process and 
voter turnout was high, I 
am proud to announce that 

I will be dedicating over 
$1.5 million toward our 
communities’ favorite proj-
ects. This funding will not 
only cover the cost for the 
three most popular projects 
but will also incorporate 
investments into five more 
projects that received great 
support.”

These projects include 
better accessibility at the 
Sunnyside and Woodside 
libraries, districtwide Real 
Time passenger-bus count-
down clocks, Woodside 
Reforestry and technology 
updates at PS 78 in Long Is-
land City.

Tech upgrades for the 
schools in Council District 
22 were the big winners of 
the participatory budget-
ing process in Astoria and 
parts of Long Island City 
and Jackson Heights. City 
Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) an-
nounced that each school in 
the district would receive 
$35,000 for new equipment 
after hundreds took part in 
the voting. A $500,000 Dog 
Run in Astoria and another 
$500,000 for the IS 126 Play-
ground were the other win-
ning projects.

NYPD Officer Brian Moore was 
killed by a gun brought in from 
Georgia.  Photo courtesy of NYPD

Council member Jimmy Van Bramer has the results of the community voting with new bike lanes 
on top.  Photo courtesy of Council member Van Brammer

SE Queens fears guns 
after Moore shootingLIC Bikeway wins vote

Participatory budgeting hailed as ‘tremendous success’
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SALE MEMORIAL DAY SALE
FR A N N Y LE W

WI N E & LI Q U O R

198-29 HORACE HARDING EXP. FRESH MEADOWS
(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO WALDBAUM’S)

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS. ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase of $100 or More

NOW THROUGH MAY 31, 2015. EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

NOW THROUGH MAY 31, 2015 EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

W
IN

E
 SA

L
E

10% OFF
15% OFF
20% OFF

2 Bottles
or More
6 Bottles
or More
12 Bottles
or More

BLACKSTONE 
MERLOT

MOET IMPERIAL

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

RUFFINO CHIANTI
CLASSICO RIVERSA  

DUCALE TAN

$15.99
750 ML.

750 ML. 750 ML.

750 ML.

SVEDKA 
VODKA

1.75 LTR.

$17.99

MARTINI & ROSSI
ASTI SPUMANTI

750 ML.

$10.99

$5.99

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

750 ML.

$18.99

BARTENURA 
MOSCATO

750 ML.

$10.49

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

I.5 L.

$9.99

$37.99

RELAX 
RIESLING

750 ML.

$7.99

SILVER OAK
ALEXANDER VALLEY

750 ML.

$49.99

$8.99

APOTHIC 
RED

750 ML.
$7.99

FIREBALL 
CINNAMON WHISKY

1 L.

$16.99

GATO NEGRO 
ALL TYPES

1.5 L.
$7.99

LOUIS MARTINI  
SONOMA CABERNET

750 ML.

$10.49

CAVIT
PINOT GRIGIO

1.5 LTR.

$10.99

ROBERT MONDAVI 
PRIVATE SELECTION 

ALL TYPES

$7.99
750 ML.

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

$8.99
1.5 LTR.

CONCHA Y TORRO
FRONTERA

ALL TYPES

$6.99
1.5 L.

KENDALL JACKSON
CHARDONNAY

$9.99
750 ML.

LARGEST SELECTION OF WINE & SPIRITS IN QUEENS

EXTRA 
5% OFF

FOR VETERANS 

 & SENIOR CITIZENS 

CHARDONNAY  SALE:10% OFF  OUR SELECTION OF OVER 100 CHARDONNAYS
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

May 7.
This might explain why 

during a 2014 TimesLedger 
interview promoting his 
restaurant’s World Cup 
coverage, Gregorio Gigliot-
ti did not want to be photo-
graphed.

In addition, the Gigliotti 
defendants were charged 
with unlawful use and pos-
session of firearms. The 
charges arise from the de-
fendants’ alleged partici-
pation in an international 
narcotics-trafficking oper-
ation between July 1, 2014 
and March 11, 2015, accord-
ing to the feds.

Cucino a Modo Mio, at 
51-01 108th St., has been 
shuttered since the Gigliot-
ti defendants were arrested 
March 11. They remain in 
custody in the United States 
and have also been charged 
with narcotics-trafficking 

offenses by the Italian au-
thorities, the indictment 
said.

“This case is a powerful 
example of the impact of 
international cooperation 
in combatting criminal 
organizations whose ac-
tivities transcend national 
borders,” Acting U.S. At-
torney Kelly Currie said, 
extending appreciation to 
Homeland Security Investi-
gations, the FBI and several 
law enforcement investiga-
tors in Italy, where 16 oth-
ers were charged for their 
participation in the activi-
ties being investigated.

“The arrests in New 
York and Italy dismantle a 
global network of alleged 
drug smugglers believed 
responsible for importing 
more than 50 kilograms of 
cocaine into the U.S.,” Spe-
cial Agent in Charge Ray-
mond Parmer said. “This 
investigation is another 
example of the collective 
efforts of our federal and 
international law enforce-

ment partners to bring 
down those responsible for 
the proliferation of illegal 
drugs in our communities, 
no matter where in the 
world they hide.”

As alleged, Gregorio and 
Eleonora Gigliotti owned 
and operated several busi-
nesses in New York City 
that were used to facilitate 
their narcotics-trafficking 
operation, including the 
pizzeria in Corona and 
Fresh Farms Export Corp. 
in the Bronx, where the 
drugs were bagged for 
transport across Europe, 
according to the FBI. In Oc-
tober 2014, law enforcement 
intercepted a shipment of 
cassava that was shipped 
to the United States from 
Costa Rica. The shipment 
was found to contain 40 ki-
lograms of cocaine inside 
the cardboard boxes. Ele-
onora Gigliotti allegedly 
traveled to Costa Rica with 
nearly $400,000 in cash that 
she delivered to the sources 
of supply, the FBI said.

ments because of their 
graduation rate,” 5Pointz 
creator Jonathan “Meres 
One” Cohen said. “I think 
it’s awesome that the Board 
of Ed is supporting us and 
consider this as art. Times 
have changed and you have 
to find new ways to moti-
vate children. These stu-
dents will have a treasure 
all their own.”

The school’s principal, 
Gillian Smith, explained 
that it was time to “think 
outside the box” at August 
Martin, considered to be 
an “out-of-time school” be-
cause of a lack of academic 
progress in recent years.  
The graduation rate has 
hovered at 39 percent in the 
last two years. 

“It’s phenomenal for 
young people to have a 
dream and then have it 
come true at one of the 
worst and one of the biggest 
schools in New York City,” 
Smith said. “It makes me 
proud. This bridges the gap 
between art and education. 
The art alone will get them 
to school, they’ll want to be 
here.”

A group of 20 students 
came up with the project, 
called “Operation Skittles” 

after the hallways were 
painted white. A survey 
of 500 students found that 
they thought the white 
walls were depressing and 
needed to be changed to en-
hance the atmosphere.

The students walked the 
hallways, beaming with 
pride, as they greeted and 
thanked the artists while 
they painted. Each mural 
included a quote or an in-
spirational word. “It gives 
us a sense of hope and pride 
because people talk so much 
crap about August Mar-
tin,” 11th-grader Trivella 
Osborne said. “It’s going to 
change how they look at the 
school and students here 
are going to have so much 
pride coming here and say-
ing ‘5Pointz did my school.’ 
Who else can say that?”

Syreeta Gates, a Dream 
Director with the non-prof-
it Future Project, a nation-
al campaign to empower 
young people, contacted 
Meres One and curator 
Marie Cecil Flageul. “This 
alone might get students to 
school and create a sense of 
pride for their school that 
they didn’t have before,” 
Gates said. “I’m the only 
Dream Director in Queens 
and I grew up just a few 
blocks from here. I went to 
St. John’s Prep, but a lot of 
my friends went here and 

didn’t like it.”
Current students 

agreed. 
“This is my fourth year 

here and I’ve heard so 
many bad things about Au-
gust Martin,” 12th-grader 
Alexus DaCosta said. “I’m 
graduating in a month, so 
it’s great to see this for the 
younger kids. This will help 
a lot, everyone will want to 
be a part of the school and 
the Future Project.”

It’s been almost a year 
and a half since 5Pointz was 
whitewashed on the orders 
of owner Jerry Wolkoff, 
who demolished the world 
famous graffiti mecca last 
summer to make way for 
two residential towers in 
Long Island City. When 
Meres One put out the call 
to his old crew, over 100 
volunteered their time and 
supplies to make it happen.

“We all knew about 
5Pointz, especially what 
happened to them,” 11th-
grader LaToya Mann said. 
“They lost their building 
and now they have us and 
that’s exciting.”

The project will be re-
vealed to the public June 
11 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. and 
there will be an art auc-
tion to raise money for the 
school. 

Continued from Page 1 

Gigliottis

Continued from Page 1 

5Pointz
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9Women, minorities seek  jobs in LGA renovation
BY MADINA TOURE

Black and Latino lead-
ers are putting pressure 
on the Port Authority to 
include more minority- and 
women-owned businesses 
and enterprises in the re-
construction of LaGuardia 
Airport’s Terminal B.  

In February, the PA 
announced the $3.6 bil-
lion redevelopment of the 
51-year-old terminal would 
be put on hold temporarily. 
The selection committee, 
appointed by Gov. Cuomo, 
is currently reviewing sub-
missions from three bid-
ders. 

Mobilizing Preachers 
& Communities, a Harlem-
based nonprofit coalition 
of interdenominational 
churches, plans to block 
the project unless there is 
at least 35 percent minority 
and women participation.

The group, along with 
political and community 
leaders, envision partici-
pation at every level of 

development, including 
construction, architecture 
design, demolition, legal 
and public relations.

Because the project has 
been stalled, activists and 

leaders are starting to tar-
get the PA and government 
officials, said Rev. Dr. John-
nie Green, the coalition’s 
president and CEO. 

“Our job as activists is to 

say that if you’re not going 
to be fair with the M/WBE 
participation, we’re going 
to protest to do everything 
in our power to overthrow 
this project,” Green said.

The city awarded almost 
$690 million in prime and 
subcontracts to M/WBE 
firms in 2014 but gave less 
than 4 percent of contracts 
to them, according to a 
Black Institute report.

Supporters include 
state Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park), U.S. 
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica), Public Advocate 
Letitia James, U.S. Rep. 
Charles Rangel and State 
Sen. Adriano Espaillat (D-
Manhattan).

Green sent a letter dat-
ed May 1 requesting more 
participation to Daniel 
Tishman, chairman of a 
panel Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
formed to advise him and 
the PA on the top airport 
redesigns. 

MPAC worked with 
other minority businesses 
to form the Transportation 
Consortium of New York, a 
team of M/WBE partners 
who can participate in the 
project. 

Sanders, who sponsored 

legislation requiring annu-
al reporting of entities en-
tering into contracts with 
small business services, 
said people have the right 
to protest but that he would 
use his position to explore 
other options. 

“If these public monies 
are going in and yet are 
not serving the best pub-
lic good, then my job is to 
make sure that they are 
serving the public,” Sand-
ers said. 

Meeks said he is a strong 
advocate of the endeavor, 
noting his calls for M/WBE 
goals and requirements for 
renovations to JFK’s Air-
Train. 

In addition to protest-
ing, he would pursue con-
versations with Cuomo and 
the PA in the hopes that 
they would get it done. 

“We talk about the dis-
parities — well, this is how 
we can help fix some of 
those disparities,” Meeks 
said. 

Leaders say they will block the LaGuardia terminal project if there is not sufficient participation of 
women and minority businesses. 

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months

Ph
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uals who have at least 1,000 
followers and have Queens-
focused accounts. 

“I’m really passionate 
about the development of 
tourism in Queens and 
creating an in-person com-
munity among people who 
are a virtual community,” 
she said. 

Using the hashtag 
#QueensSocial, attend-
ees were asked to answer 
two Twitter questions, one 
asking them what makes 
Queens the best borough 
and the other asking them 
to explain how they embody 
Queens. 

Those with the most cre-
ative responses received a 
one-night stay at the new 
Hilton Garden Inn in Long 
Island City. 

They were also asked to 
put their best photo on Ins-
tagram to win a pair of tick-
ets to Queens Taste. 

Additional prizes includ-
ed an Edible Arrangements 
bouquet just in time for 
Mother’s Day, a $50 gift bas-
ket from the Queens Center 
Mall and two six packs of 

group fitness classes from 
Invest In Your Body. 

Katha Cato of the 
Queens World Film Festi-
val screened a short ani-
mated film exploring social 
media. 

The event also featured 
dumplings from Dumpling 
Galaxy, teas from TeaUs 
and drinks from Queens 
Courage and Metropolitan 
White Vodka. Shawn Choi, 
Flushing Town Hall’s di-
rector of marketing and 
community engagement, 
said the event gave the or-
ganization the opportunity 
to bring in an audience it is 
seeking.

“This is the audience 
that we wanted to get here: 
younger, hip, into social 
media and online,” Choi 
said. 

Attendees said they 
enjoyed networking with 
other individuals who were 
similarly passionate about 
Queens. 

Jeigh Hall, a brand de-
velopment manager for 
Sela, saw the mixer as a 
chance to promote his com-
pany’s businesses and to 
meet social media influenc-
ers in the borough.

Continued from Page 1 

Mixer
the discovery of rats last 
month, 

Scott Stringersays the 
proposed five-year, $42.4 
million contract between 
the Department of Home-
less Services and the shel-
ter’s provider, Samaritan 
Village, is on hold until 
conditions at 79-00 Queens 
Blvd. are improved.

Based on the findings of 
a city Department of Inves-
tigation report that high-
lighted “unacceptable liv-
ing conditions,”  Stringer 
sent the contracts for the 
Boulevard Family Shel-
ter, and a second home-
less shelter in Manhattan, 
back to the administration 
for further review.

“I am rejecting two per-
manent shelter contracts,” 
Stringer said, “which I will 
not approve until my office 
receives assurances that 
anyone staying in these 
facilities will be safe, all 
outstanding violations and 
complaints have been cor-
rected and all documenta-
tion that the requirements 

of the contracting process 
were met. We simply can 
and must do better on be-
half of the 60,000 people, 
including nearly 25,000 
children, who are under 
our care.”

Samaritan Village and 
the Department of Home-
less Services deferred to 
the Mayor’s Office for re-
action.

 “The city is sending 
SWAT teams to do top-to-
bottom inspections and re-
pairs at over 500 shelters,” 
spokeswoman Ishanee 
Parikh said. “By bringing 

providers into contract, we 
can ensure greater over-
sight of and accountability 
from our providers mov-
ing forward. Stalling this 
process doesn’t help those 
in need.”

City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who represents 
the nearly 200 homeless 
families in the Elmhurst 
shelter, said it “wasn’t 
surprising” that Stringer 
rejected the permanent 
contract. “There were 
warning signs from the 
very beginning when they 

moved the families in 
last June,” Dromm said. 
“We’ve been raising these 
concerns throughout the 
whole process. We thought 
many of these issues 
were resolved, but they 
weren’t.”

The 216-units at the Pan 
American lack kitchens, 
which are required by law. 
The improper disposal of 
the shelter’s trash has led 
to the discovery of rats last 
month.

“The Department of 
Sanitation should be mak-
ing daily trash pick-ups, 
that’s something the may-
or’s office can address,” 
Dromm added.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) tes-
tified against the contract 
approval at the city’s pub-
lic hearing based on evi-
dence that the facility is 
mismanaged. 

“I fully support the 
comptroller’s decision to 
reject Samaritan Village’s 
contract to operate a per-
manent shelter at the site 
until all of these issues 
have been resolved,” she 
said.

Continued from Page 1 

Pan Am

The permanent contract for the shelter for homeless families at 
the former Pan American hotel is rejected because of poor con-
ditions. Photo by Bill Parry
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