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August Martin HS 11th-grader LaToya Mann takes a selfie with a hundred 5Pointz artists in the back-
ground. They painted inspirational murals in the beleaguered school. See story on Page 9. 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Two women from Jamaica 
who were accused of plotting 
a terror attack in the United 
States pleaded not guilty to 
conspiracy to use a weapon 
of mass destruction and addi-
tonal counts related to their 
alleged terror plot after a 
grand jury indictment May 8 
in Brooklyn federal court. 

After evidence was pre-
sented to a grand jury, Asia 
Siddiqui, 31, and Noelle Velent-
zas, 28, were also charged with 
teaching and distributing in-
formation pertaining to the 
making and use of an explo-
sive, destructive device and 
weapon of mass destruction. 
Siddiqui was also charged 
with making material false 
statements in a federal grand 
jury indictment, according to 
the federal indictment.  

Siddiqui who lived with 
Velentzas, Velentzas husband, 
Abu Bakr and their two daugh-
ters, on 104th Road in Jamaica 
 were arrested and charged in 
April with conspiracy to use 
a weapon of mass destruction 
against persons or property in 
the United States after a fed-
eral undercover investigation 
revealed the suspected plot. 

Velentzas’s husband, Abu 
Bakr, and Imam Charles Bi-
lal from the Alhamdulillah 
mosque in Jamaica attended 
the hearing, but neither one 
spoke to the media after the 
courtroom proceedings end-
ed. Siddiqui entered the court 
expressionless, but Velentzas 
smiled and her eyes lit up as 
soon as she saw her husband 
among the reporters in the 
gallery of the courtroom. 

According to federal pros-
ecutors, Siddiqui and Velent-
zas, who has two daughters, 
were allegedly involved in 
gathering materials to create 

BY BILL PARRY

Passions are running high 
among Astoria preservation-
ists since the city Department 
of Buildings made public the 
owners’ plans for construc-
tion at the Steinway Mansion. 
While the historic 27-room 
home, built by the legendary 
piano-making Steinway fam-
ily in 1858, is landmarked and 
cannot be touched, the acre of 
land it sits on is not.

Philip Loria, an attorney 
at the Astoria-based law firm 
Loria and Associates, and his 
partner, who purchased the 
Steinway Mansion for $2.65 
million last year, plan to exca-
vate the sloping hill that domi-
nates the property to within 
feet of the home and level the 
land for development. 

DOB files show that the 
owners plan to build a retain-
ing wall around the struc-
tures and build 11 two-story 
manufacturing buildings 
surrounding the mansion on 
three sides. The buildings are 
to be warehouses, according to 
sources, but the purpose is not 
known and Philip Loria was 
not available for comment.

“By cutting the mansion off 
to the public, you’re cutting it 
off from the community’s love 
and affection,” Bob Singleton 
of the Friends of Steinway 
Mansion said. “When a crown 
jewel is not in its proper set-
ting, it’s in danger. While the 
mansion is landmarked, it is 
over 150 years old and didn’t 
have the best maintenance. 
Now it will be subjected to the 
rigors of a construction site.”

Singleton claims to have 
had “tremendous support” for 
preserving the mansion back 
when the Friends of Steinway 
Mansion had hoped to raise $5 

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The 103rd Precinct report-
ed at its monthly Precinct 
Council meeting Tuesday 
crime dropped 29 percent in 
April compared to last year, 
but residents raised con-
cerns following the shooting 
death of NYPD Officer Brian 
Moore. 

After a moment of silence 
for Moore, the 103rd Precinct 
Deputy Inspector Cappel-
mann said, “Time and time 
again, after any tragedy, we 
rise to the occasion and now I 
say this about this communi-
ty. The community’s support 
helps us get back to doing 
what we do.”

Moore, who was shot dur-
ing a confrontation with an 
armed suspect in Queens Vil-
lage, was remembered at the 
meeting held at St. Benedict’s 
Church on 110th Avenue. 

Cappelmann reported 
that overall crime was down 
by 29 percent within a 28-day 
period from April 6 to May 3 
compared to the same time 
last year and that so far this 
year, the police, have recorded 
two shootings, down from six 
shootings last year within the 
same time period.  

“As I have said before, one 
shooting is one too many,” 
said Cappelmann. “We will 
keep trying to make this a 
safer and better neighborhood 
for residents.”

The first shooting was 
of a former Marine who suf-
fered from mental illness and 
opened fire on police officers 
after shooting up a pub and 
the second was the murder of 
a young man, who was alleg-
edly a gang member, targeted 
by possibly a rival gang. The 
case was still being investi-
gated.  

There were also two shoot-
ing incidents.  In the first in-
cident three men fired shots at 
plainclothes officers and two 

were arrested.  In the second 
involving an out-of-control 
domestic dispute no arrests 
were made, but police know 
the identity and are actively 
looking for the gunman, Cap-
pelmann said.

Residents  were upset by 
the loss of Moore, who had 
worked in the 103rd Precinct 
before moving to the nearby 
105th Precinct. Despite the 
decrease in crime, they were 
still concerned about safety in 
their area. Many stood up and 
said to bring back the tougher 
stop-and-frisk policy, which 
has been utilized less fre-
quently after a judge’s ruling 
to use the practice more judi-
ciously following hundreds of 
complaints filed against the 
department.   Mayor Bill de 
Blasio has been an outspoken 
critic of the widespread use 
of stop and frisk, which often 
targeted minorities.

“Stop and frisk needs to be 
used correctly, not as a tool 
for enforcement,” responded 
Cappelmann, who added that 
most of the guns seized in Ja-
maica, like the one used to kill 
Moore, are mostly from North 
Carolina or Georgia. 

“Stopping [stop and  frisk] 
was the biggest mistake de 
Blasio ever made,” said Beu-
lah Wilson, who has lived in 
Queens Village since 1979 
under the jurisdiction of the 
105th Precinct. “Maybe Offi-
cer Moore would be alive today 
if that guy had been stopped 
and frisked. I don’t care what 
anybody thinks - this is my 
personal opinion and I am not 
afraid.”
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BY BILL PARRY

Bicycle riders in Long Is-
land City are the big winners 
in the 26th Council District’s 
first year of participatory bud-
geting. 

Delegates, stakeholders 
and residents of LIC, Sunny-
side and Woodside voted over-
whelmingly for the $500,000 
Long Island City Bikeway proj-
ect, which will improve the 
streetscape on Vernon Boule-
vard from 41st Avenue at the 
Queensbridge Houses South 
through Queens Plaza South.

The project will improve 
lighting, resurface the rough 
spots and add pedestrian 
countdown clocks at Queens 
Plaza South. 

“We’re thrilled that the LIC 
Bikeway is the winning proj-
ect,” Transportation Alterna-
tives Executive Director Paul 
Steely-White said. “With a big 
uptick in cycling coming when 
Citi Bike arrives in western 
Queens, there is a need to get 
to work now on street design 
improvements to keep people 
on bikes safer.”

The second-largest number 
of votes went to a van for se-
niors at the Jacob Riis Settle-
ment House, costing $55,000. 
Upgrades for five playgrounds 
in the Queensbridge Houses, 
costing $500,000, finished 
third. The total of the three 
projects exceeds the $1 mil-
lion limit that was available, 
but Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Woodside) said he 
would find the extra funding 
to ensure all three projects are 
funded.

“Hundreds of local residents 
helped make the 26th District’s 
first-ever Participatory Bud-
geting process a tremendous 
success,” Van Bramer said. 
“The beauty of the process is 
that it brings together commu-
nities from around the district 
and makes us one. Because 

I believe in the process and 
voter turnout was high, I am 
proud to announce that I will 
be dedicating over $1.5 mil-
lion toward our communities’ 
favorite projects. This funding 
will not only cover the cost for 
the three most popular proj-
ects but will also incorporate 
investments into five more 
projects that received great 
support.”

These projects include bet-
ter accessibility at the Sunny-
side and Woodside libraries, 
districtwide Real Time pas-
senger-bus countdown clocks, 
Woodside Reforestry and tech-
nology updates at PS 78 in Long 
Island City.

Tech upgrades for the 
schools in Council District 22 
were the big winners of the 
participatory budgeting pro-
cess in Astoria and parts of 
Long Island City and Jackson 
Heights. City Councilman Cos-

ta Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
announced that each school 
in the district would receive 
$35,000 for new equipment af-
ter hundreds took part in the 
voting. A $500,000 Dog Run in 
Astoria and another $500,000 
for the IS 126 Playground were 
the other winning projects.

“The entire process has 
been community-driven, inclu-
sive, and engaging,” Constan-
tinides said. “I am excited to 
see the strong voter response 
that gave everyone a voice in 
the city budgeting process.”

Funding all three projects 
would exceed the $1 million al-
location. Constantinides plans 
to dip into his discretionary 
budget for the extra $245,000 
to fully support all three proj-
ects. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

NYPD Officer Brian Moore was 
killed by a gun brought in from 
Georgia.  Photo courtesy of NYPD

Council member Jimmy Van Bramer has the results 
of the community voting with new bike lanes on top.  

Photo courtesy of Council member Van Brammer

SE Queens fears guns 
after Moore shooting

LIC Bikeway wins vote
Participatory budgeting hailed as ‘tremendous success’
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
State Assemblyman Wil-

liam Scarborough (D-Jamai-
ca) pleaded guilty to state and 
federal charges of wire fraud, 
theft and grand larceny and 
resigned from his Assembly 
seat last week, state and fed-
eral officials said.

Scarborough, 69, entered 
a guilty plea before Judge 
Thomas McAvoy U.S. District 
Court in Binghamton to fed-
eral charges of wire fraud and 
theft by receiving unentitled 
federal funds. He faces up to 
20 years in prison on the wire 
fraud, ten years in prison on 
theft charges and fines of up to 
$250,000. He  has also agreed to 
resign his Assembly seat and 
pay $54,355 in restitution to 
the state, according to his plea 
agreement.  

Additionally, he admit-
ted he was guilty of grand 
larceny on state corruption 
charges related to the misuse 
of over $40,000 from his cam-
paign account. He is expected 
to be sentenced to one year in 
prison and to donate all funds 
remaining in his campaign ac-
count to charity.

Scarborough was arrested 
and charged last year with 
11 federal counts and 23 state 
counts stemming from a pub-
lic corruption investigation, 
according to the state attorney 
general.  

U.S. Attorney Richard Har-
tunian, state Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman and state 
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli 
collaborated with the FBI Pub-
lic Corruption Task Force in 
the public corruption investi-
gation “Operation Integrity.” 

According to court records, 
Scarborough was entitled to 
receive reimbursements for 
legislative business in Albany. 
In his plea agreement, Scar-
borough admitted that from 
2009 through 2012, he submit-
ted 174 certified fraudulent 
state Assembly travel vouch-
ers to the Assembly Finance 
Department, for which the 
state paid him $54,355. 

State charges arose follow-
ing federal charges against 
Scarborough, who admitted 
in his plea agreement that be-
tween 2007 and 2014, he stole 
over $38,000 from the “Friends 
of Bill Scarborough” cam-
paign committee in unauthor-

ized cash withdrawals and 
transfers from his campaign 
account for his own personal 
use, and took checks totaling 
$3,450 intended as donations 
to “Friends of Bill Scarbor-
ough,” including 21 false re-
ports filed to the state Board 
of Elections.

“My office is committed to 

rooting out corruption in the 
state Legislature, without re-
gard to party, position, power 
or popularity. There is no de-
light in the downfall of a duly 
elected representative,” said 
Hartunian. 

Scarborough, raised in 
southeast Queens, began his 
political career with Commu-

nity Board 28 in 1977 and was 
first elected to the state As-
sembly in 1994. 

Scarborough sent out a 
statement saying he would 
plea guilty and give up his seat 
a  week ago, citing,  financial 
problems because of the low 
salaries paid to Albany legis-
lators.

“Many of my colleagues felt 
the same frustration with the 
salary situation as I did, but 
they did not act as I did. Many 
people making less than I do 
have suffered financial crises, 
and they have not acted as I 
did,” he said.

Community members and 
elected officials who have 
known him for decades said 
that it was a sad situation.

 “Although his guilt does 
not erase the good he has done 
for Jamaica through his long 
tenure, I am saddened by this 
turn of events for him, his fam-
ily and all of south Queens,” 
said state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-Hollis).  

Scarborough is scheduled 
to be sentenced on Sept. 14 in 
Albany. 

Assemblyman William Scarborough 

Scarborough resigns seat after guilty plea

For almost 40 years, Huntington’s highly trained 

tutors have worked one-to-one with students to help 

them master the skills needed to make their next 

report card better than the last one.

ACADEMIC SKILLS  K-12

Reading •  Writing • Math • Study Skills

Spelling  •  Vocabulary • Phonics

SUBJECT TUTORING MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE
 Algebra • Geometry • Trigonometry • Pre-Calculus  

Calculus •  Earth Science • Biology • Chemistry • Physics

Advanced Placement (AP) • State Tests • GED • ASVAB

ISSE • SSAT • SHSAT • ELA • Regents • HCHS • TACHS

EXAM PREP

©2015 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a 
registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities were involved in the 
production of, and do not endorse the program. * Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or Tuition, new students only. Not valid with any other offer.     HPA101-FLS(5/15)

Huntington is accredited by Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA). 

To find out more about Huntington Tutoring Programs, CALL NOW!

SAT • PSAT/NMSQT • ACT

HuntingtonHelps.com  

For additional locations in your area call
®1 800 CAN LEARN

NO MATTER WHAT SUBJECT YOUR 
CHILD STRUGGLES WITH
HUNTINGTON CAN HELP.

SAVE
$100*

WHEN YOU

CALL TODAY!

Additional centers located in:

Manhasset
718-230-4600718-491-0900

Carle Place Lynbrook
212-362-0100718-358-7900

Flushing

Park Slope
718-230-4600718-491-0900

Bay Ridge Manhattan
212-362-0100718-597-1500

Bronx

Do You Suffer from Dry Age-Related
Macular Degeneration (AMD)?

At Long Island Vitreoretinal Consultants (LIVR),  
we are enrolling candidates in a  

Clinical Study evaluating an investigational drug for 
geographic atrophy associated with dry age-related 

macular degeneration (AMD).

If you are at least 50 years old and  
have been diagnosed with dry AMD,  

you may be eligible to participate. 

Qualified participants may be reimbursed for the 
cost of food and travel and receive related medical 

examinations and study medication at no cost.

For more information or to find out if you are eligible,
please call 516 466 0390 x 222 or  

email research.livr@gmail.com

All calls will be considered confidential.



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 15–21, 20154    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Manufacturing in New 
York City isn’t dead. It just 
needs some nurturing. 

Industrial areas like the 
one in Maspeth provide 342,000 
jobs in New York City, accord-
ing to a 2014 study by the City 
Council. But advocates and 
Maspeth business leaders wor-
ry that if Mayor Bill de Blasio 
does not do more to protect in-
dustrial areas, many of these 
jobs could lose out to the more 
profitable housing market. 

“There’s just a shortage of 
industrial property in New 
York City,” said Jean Tanler, 
president of Maspeth’s Indus-
trial Business Zone “It’s det-
rimental to the economy as a 
whole.” 

Researchers at the Pratt 
Center for Community Devel-
opment are concerned that as 
de Blasio continues to push for 

new affordable housing devel-
opment, many manufacturers 
will be pushed out to make 
room for housing, taking with 
them high paying jobs with an 
average salary of $50,000. 

“We support the mayor’s 
goal for affordable housing,” 
said Adam Friedman, a co-
author of the study “Making 
Room for Housing and Jobs.” 
“But we believe saving manu-
facturing jobs is essential for 
this goal.”

In the study, researchers 
argued that these industrial 
zones should be considered 
sanctuaries for jobs through a 
strict zoning code that would 
prevent real estate predators 
and hotels. Preventing the 
development of big-box re-
tail and storage warehouses, 
which provide fewer jobs than 
industrial businesses, would 
strengthen these areas. These 

BY MADINA TOURE

 Queens lawmakers com-
mended state Sen. Dean Skelos 
(R-Nassau) for his decision to 
step down as the Senate major-
ity leader.

Skelos was stripped of his 
majority leader and tempo-
rary president positions but 
will keep his Senate seat. Sen. 
John Flanagan (R-Suffolk 
County) will take over as ma-
jority leader and temporary 
president of the Senate. 

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) praised Skelos’ deci-
sion and congratulated Flana-
gan on his appointment. He, 
along with other members of 
the Independent Democratic 
Conference, a breakaway 
group of Democrats, stayed on 
the Senate floor.

“Senator Skelos did the 
right thing by stepping down, 

and I am glad that the Senate 
can now move forward and 
continue to focus on the work 
before us this session,” Avella 

said in a statement. “I have 
had the pleasure of working 
with Senator Flanagan for 

BY TOM MOMBERG

Mayor Bill de Blasio has 
unveiled his $78.3 billion exec-
utive budget for the 2016 fiscal 
year, along with an $83.8 bil-
lion, 10-year capital strategy 
that is setting aside some extra 
money for Queens, including 
$1.2 billion for a flood-mitiga-
tion plan in the southwestern 
part of the borough.

The 2016 spending plan is a 
half-billion dollars more than 
the preliminary budget de Bla-
sio introduced in January, but 
it does not include money to 
hire additional police, despite 
a big push by the City Council 
to expand NYPD’s force and 
increase foot patrols.

The increase to the next fis-
cal year’s budget can mostly 
be attributed to the creation 
of an unprecedented Capital 
Stabilization Reserve, with 
an initial $500 million to pro-
tect the city’s ability to invest 
in infrastructure and capital 
needs during potential crises 
or economic downturns. The 
General Reserve Fund would 
also be increased to $1 billion 
a year under the plan.

“We want to make sure 
we have the cash on hand to 
deal with the downturn that 
might come on very suddenly,” 
de Blasio said during a news 
conference last Friday. “And 
recent history, both in terms 

of the Great Recession, and in 
terms of the events that plague 
this city and the challenges 
that plagued us after 9/11, in-
dicate how quickly a crisis can 
come on and why having those 
reserves is so important.”

The City Council must 
adopt the budget by the end of 
the current fiscal year on June 
30, so the bottom line may look 
different by then. The mayor’s 
bargaining chips in negotiat-
ing with City Council include 

the 1,000 new police officers 
Police Commissioner Bill 
Bratton has asked for, as well 
as funding for libraries. 

De Blasio touted a $300 
million increase in city fund-
ing to libraries, but that also 
included about $10 million in 
cuts from the three main New 
York Public Library branches’ 
operating budgets. The oper-
ating budget for city libraries 
would be $65 million lower 
than it was in 2008.

“We appreciate Mayor de 
Blasio’s much needed invest-
ment in upgrading library fa-
cilities, and that libraries are 
included in the city’s 10-year 
capital plan for the first time,” 
Queens Library Interim Presi-
dent and CEO Bridget Quinn-
Carey said in a statement. 
“Our annual operating budget, 
however, is what funds hours 
of service, staff, collections 
and public access to technol-
ogy ... We need a complete $65 
million restoration of our op-
erating budget, to give Queens 
residents access to their local 
library on the weekends, a crit-
ical time for working families, 

State Senate leader Dean Skelos resigns under pressure after being in-
dicted with his son in an alleged commision-steering scheme. Photo by 
Mike Groll/AP Mike Groll/AP

Mayor de Blasio's new budget is half a billion dollars higher than anticipated last January.  
Photo courtesy of Mayor/Demetrius Freeman

Mayor budgets for Queens fl oods
Libraries, cops among de Blasio’s bargaining chips in City Council’s fi scal negotiations

Boro politicians applaud 
Skelos’ resignation of post 

Future of industry
under threat in city

Continued on Page 37
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Hundreds of community 
members and their children 
marched from Our Lady of 
Lourdes on 220th Street in 
Queens Village to the 105th 
Precinct station house Wednes-
day night to commemorate 
slain Officer Brian Moore and 
pay homage to fallen police of-
ficers across the country for 
National Police Week. 

The Queens Village Re-
publican Club Inc., organized 
the event after the death of 25-
year old NYPD Officer Brian 
Moore, who died May 4 from 
serious injuries sustained 
after being shot in the head 
when he confronted the gun-
man in Queens Village May 
2, according to police. Retired 
NYPD Corrections Officer 
Frank Brunie and Katherine 
Brunie came to the vigil to 
commemorate the death of Of-
ficer Moore, who come from a 
family of police officers, were 
devastated to hear the news. 

“We were honoring Liu and 
Ramos at an event in Hicksville 
and the chaplain said he hoped 
that Moore survive because he 
did not want to inscribe an-
other name on the wall,”said 
Katherine. “And less than 24 
hours later he passed.”

“It is always a big loss, a 
very big loss,” said Frank who 
has lost many friends on 9/11. 

Moore’s funeral was held last 
Friday in Seaford, L.I., where 
thousands of blue uniforms 
filled a five-block radius sur-
rounding the St. James Roman 
Catholic Church and joined 
Moore’s family, close friends, 
Police Commissioner William 
Bratton and Mayor de Blasio.   

The funeral services were 
conducted by Monsignor Ray-
mond Romano, the NYPD 

chaplain, and eulogies were 
given by Blasio and Bratton. 

“Because Brian’s death 
comes at a time of great chal-
lenge for police officers across 
the country. We bear the brunt 
of increasingly loud criti-
cism—and increasing vitriol. 
What is lost in the shouting 
is context,” Bratton said. “A 
handful of incidents—fewer 

BY BILL PARRY

Permanent status of the 
Boulevard Family Shelter at 
the Pan American Hotel was 
rejected Monday by the city 
comptroller, for now. Citing 
outstanding complaints and 
violations, including the dis-
covery of rats last month, 

Scott Stringersays the pro-
posed five-year, $42.4 million 
contract between the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services 
and the shelter’s provider, Sa-
maritan Village, is on hold un-
til conditions at 79-00 Queens 
Blvd. are improved.

Based on the findings of a 
city Department of Investiga-
tion report that highlighted 
“unacceptable living con-
ditions,”  Stringer sent the 
contracts for the Boulevard 

Family Shelter, and a second 
homeless shelter in Manhat-
tan, back to the administra-
tion for further review.

“I am rejecting two per-
manent shelter contracts,” 
Stringer said, “which I will 

not approve until my office re-
ceives assurances that anyone 
staying in these facilities will 
be safe, all outstanding vio-
lations and complaints have 
been corrected and all docu-

BY TOM MOMBERG
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio made 

an appearance in Queens 
Monday to announce the 
creation of SWAT Teams to 
address critical repairs need-
ed in city-funded homeless 
shelters. The announcement 
follows a Department of In-
spection report that entailed 
hundreds of code violations at 
several shelters this spring.

The SWAT Teams will 
be comprised of hundreds 
of existing city employees 
from the New York Fire De-
partment, the Department of 
Buildings, the Department 
of Homeless Services, the De-
partment of Housing Preser-
vation and Development, and 
the Department of Health to 
identify and examine addi-
tional violations and order 
repair work as needed.

The SWAT project was 
included in the $100 million 
budget boost to homeless 
services outlined in the 2016 
Executive Budget deBlasio 
released last week.

“These SWAT Teams are 
necessary, because we are not 
dealing with a problem that 
just started in the last year 
or two. We are dealing with 
a problem that is decades old 
and has gotten worse for sev-
eral reasons,” de Blasio said 
at a press conference at the 
Corona Family Residence, a 
homeless shelter in Queens.

Some of the issues identi-
fied in DOI’s inspection of 
25 shelters citywide, which 
de Blasio ordered, included 
safety and security as well 
as poor conditions and ro-
dent or pest infestations. The 
DOI found 600 code violations 
among the shelters inspected, 
including six in Queens. 

Most of those violations 

have since been addressed, 
but de Blasio and DHS Com-
missioner Gilbert Taylor 
said this new initiative will 
address violations for all of 
DHS’s hundreds of housing 
providers and work with staff 
to ensure poor conditions do 
not reoccur.

The DOH overhauled 
its shelter inspection 
protocols,based on the is-
sues found in the DOI report. 
Taylor said the SWAT Teams 
will work with shelter staffs 
to recognize potential viola-
tions and prevent another 
backlog of poor conditions in 
the future.

“Within this engagement, 
every [shelter] provider will 
be informed simultaneously 
with us, understanding what 
the issues are, that there are 
issues and they will be re-
quired to correct the issues,” 
Commissioner Taylor said.

The SWAT Teams are pro-
jected to repair any and all 
violations at each site by the 
end of the calendar year. The 
mayor said he expects the 
plan to unfold by the end of 
the month. At the same time, 
the city plans to initiate a pub-
lic online tracking system to 
keep tabs on progress via the 
city’s website. Homeless shel-
ters with fewer or less-severe 
code violations will only take 
about a week to repair.

Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), who 
experienced homelessness 
in his youth, said it is impor-
tant that homeless shelters 
offer a certain standard of 
living in order to give people 
dignity and a real chance of 
improving their situations. 
He applauded de Blasio for 
his efforts to turn around the 
system.

The permanent contract for the shelter for homeless families at the for-
mer Pan American hotel is rejected because of poor conditions. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Mayor de Blasio jokes with Fire Commissioner Dan Nigro after an-
nouncing the formation of rescue teams for deficient homeless 
 centers.  Photo by Michael Shain

The march for slain Officer Brian Moore picked up participants along the 
way.  Photo by Sadef Ali Kully

Special SWAT Teams 
to fi x city shelter issues

Stringer calls foul on Pan Am

105th honors Moore
Many walk for National Police Week after offi cer’s death

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 37
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The sudden resignation of 
City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) has 
triggered widespread  interest 
from potential candidates for 
the northeast Queens seat.

A special election could 
mean the end to a 14-year We-
prin dynasty over the Council 
seat that represents Oakland 
Gardens, Bayside Hills, Belle-
rose, Douglaston, Little Neck 
and Queens Village. Or it could 
mean more musical chairs be-
tween the councilman and his 
brother, Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows).

Mark Weprin announced 
Monday he plans to join Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s staff as dep-
uty secretary of legislative 
affairs, a position to which 
he was appointed to serve as 
a liaison between Cuomo, the 
state Legislature and the City 
Council.

Weprin has been a City 
Council member since 2010, 
prior to which he was an as-

semblyman for 15 years.  
“In the office of Gov. Cuo-

mo, I will continue to serve 
the people of New York,” We-
prin said in an emailed state-
ment.

His brother, David We-
prin, previously held the same 
Council seat from 2001 to 2009. 
He then won a special election 
to represent the Assembly’s 
24th District in 2010, the same 
seat that Mark Weprin had oc-
cupied.

David Weprin was ap-
pointed as the secretary to 
the Assembly Majority Con-
ference in April, so he told 
the TimesLedger he would 
remain in the state Assembly 
for the foreseeable future. But, 
at the same time, he also said 
he was considering running 
for his brother’s soon-to-be va-
cant Council position and that 
he would announce his deci-
sion soon.

“We’ve accomplished a lot 
in my time in the Assembly. 
At the same time, I was able to 
better serve a greater number 

of my constituents on the city 
level ... I will announce wheth-
er or not I run in the next few 
days,” David Weprin said in 
the interview Wednesday.

Given Mark Weprin’s two-
weeks notice, he will leave his 
City Council seat after Memo-
rial Day weekend. The 23rd 
Council District will remain 
open for constituent services 
until a replacement is select-
ed. 

But the focus now has shift-
ed to the other possible con-
tenders for the Council seat. 

Dominic Panakel, current-
ly chief of staff to Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest), 
is rumored as a possible can-
didate, but he said he is not 
publicly stating interest in the 
seat as of now. 

Barry Grodenchik, the 
Queens director of commu-
nity boards and a former state 

assemblyman, announced his 
interest in running for the 
seat. Panakel, who previously 
worked as Grodenchik’s cam-
paign manager as a candidate 
for borough president, prob-
ably will not run for the Coun-
cil seat if Grodenchik does.

Ali Najmi, an attorney 
with his own private practice, 
is another rumored candi-
date. He could not be reached 
for comment.

A one-time candidate for 
the Bayside Council seat, Ste-
ven Behar confirmed his in-
terest in Mark Weprin’s spot, 
but like several other special 
election hopefuls, he said it 
depends on the political land-
scape.

“I am certainly interested. 
I am always the happiest when 
I am in public service,” Behar 
said. 

Bob Friedrich of Glen 
Oaks, a columnist for the Bay-
side Times who previously ran 
against David Weprin for the 
Assembly seat, said he would 

Council member Mark Weprin is resigning his seat and going back to 
Albany, where he was an assemblyman for 15 years, to work for Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo.   Photo by Christina Santucci

Weprin’s resignation triggers interest in seat  
City councilman’s brother David, now in Assembly, among several possible contenders 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Mayor Bill de Blasio signed seven 
different pieces of legislation into law 
last week, including a law updating 
New York City’s air pollution control 
code that was sponsored by Council-
man Donovan Richards (D-Laurelton).

Richards, also the chairman of the 
Environmental Protection Committee, 
pushed forth Intro 271-A, which codi-
fies revisions to the original Air Code, 
updating the law first introduced in 
1975. Co-authored by Richards, the leg-
islation would “introduce new require-
ments to limit emissions from certain 
unregulated sectors, while promoting 
the adoption of cost-effective air pollu-
tion controls.”

Intro 271-A, the new air pollution 
control code, targets commercial char 
broilers, outdoor boilers, mobile food 
trucks and fireplaces, which will be 
required “to use only natural gas or 
renewable fuels in order to reduce the 
amount of pollutants.”

“This bill will help us to improve 
air quality by bringing the code into 
the 21st century with a series of im-
portant changes, including regulating 
additional sources of emissions like 
motorcycles, boilers, and generators,” 
de Blasio said. “Our goal for New York 
City – we said it in our OneNYC plan 
– is to have the best quality air of any 
major city in this nation by 2030. We’re 

very proud of that commitment, and we 
intend to keep it, and enforcing a stron-
ger air code will help us to get there.”

According to city data, stricter 
regulation of commercial and residen-
tial buildings burning No. 6 and No. 4 
heating oil, as well as the NYC Clean 
Heat Program, has resulted in a 69 per-
cent reduction in pollution from sulfur 
dioxide, a colorless pungent toxic gas 
formed by burning sulfur in air, since 
2008. In addition, particulate matter – 
a complex mixture of extremely small 
particles and liquid droplets made up 
of a number of components, including 
acids, organic chemicals, metals, and 
soil or dust particles – is down 23 per-
cent since 2007.

The revisions of the code over the 
last 43 years have been limited pri-
marily to the reduction of particulate 
matter from large sources, including 
residential and commercial fuel com-
bustion, as well as non-road and on-
road diesel emissions. For example, in 
2011, more than 5,200 buildings burned 
No. 6 heating oil, the dirtiest grade of 
fuel oil. According to city data, more 
than 3,000 buildings have made the 
conversion and no longer burn No. 6. 

Neighborhoods with the highest 
density of emissions reductions from 
boiler conversions – such as northern 
Manhattan, northern Queens, and 
the South Bronx – have seen some im-
provements in air quality. 

BY BILL PARRY

The Clock Tower building in Long 
Island City has finally achieved land-
mark status. The city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission voted 
unanimously to designate the former 
Bank of Manhattan building, as it is 
officially known, as a New York City 
landmark.

The beloved 14-story building, lo-
cated at 29-27 Queens Plaza North, was 
completed in 1927 and was the tallest 
building in Queens until the Citigroup 
building opened in 1990.

“For nearly a century the Queens 
Clock Tower building has been one of 
Long Island City’s most recognizable 
structures, greeting hundreds of thou-
sands of commuters as they enter the 
borough,” LPC Chairwoman Meenak-
shi Srinivasan said. “The commission 
is proud to recognize this iconic build-
ing, which represents a significant 
period of development in Long Island 

City.”
A group of preservationists waged 

an online campaign that gathered over 
1,600 signatures led by Michael Hall 
and Matthew Chrislip’s +Partners 
group. City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), The Hunters 
Point Civic Association, the Historic 
Districts Council, the Dutch Kills Civ-
ic Association, the Queens Historical 
Society, Community Board 1 and the 
SculptureCenter were among the insti-
tutions and civic groups that endorsed 
the campaign.

The future of the building had been 
in question since its owner, Property 
Markets Group, filed for permits to 
build a 77-story mixed-use residential 
high-rise on the adjacent parcel of land 
with its partner, the Hakim Group.

In a joint statement, Hall and Chris-
lip said“+Partners is very pleased that 
the commission voted to preserve one 
of the area’s most significant pieces of 
architecture,.” 

Air pollution code revised 
fi rst time in four decades

LIC Clock Tower building
designated city landmark
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POLICE 

Blotter
JACKSON HEIGHTS—Police have 
identified a suspect in a May 5 fa-
tal shooting on Roosevelt Avenue in 
Jackson Heights. The NYPD is asking 
for the public’s help in finding Raul 
Zamora, 33, who police say allegedly 
shot Jorge Manzanarez, a 38-year-old 
Corona man. Police from the 110th 
Precinct discovered Manzanarez with 
a gunshot wound to the torso at 93-12 
Roosevelt Ave. in broad daylight. He 
was transported to Elmhurst Hospi-
tal Center where he was pronounced 
dead. NYPD Chief of Detectives Robert 
Boyce said Zamora, a reputed member 
of the Sureno 13 gang, was with two 
other people when he shot Manzanarez 
following an argument.

Zamora is 5-foot-9 and weighs 145 
pounds. The investigation continues.

Anyone with information is asked 

to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 800-577-TIPS.

JAMAICA—A Brooklyn man was fa-
tally shot May 9 on a corner in down-
town Jamaica.

NYPD Officers on patrol from the 
113th Precinct answered to a 911 call 
regarding shots fired near 110th Road 
and Sutphin Boulevard, police said. 

They discovered 54-year-old James 
Burnett from Brooklyn unconscious 
and unresponsive on the pavement 

with a gunshot wound to the torso, po-
lice said.   

Emergency Medical Services trans-
ported the victim to Jamaica Hospital, 
where he was pronounced dead, ac-
cording to police officials.

According to the NYPD, Burnett 
had 17 prior arrests. 

There have been no arrests and the 
investigation was ongoing, said police.

JAMAICA—U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection officers found two pack-
ages of narcotics during two separate 
routine aircraft searches at John F. 
Kennedy International Airport in Ja-
maica.

On May 8, Customs and Border 
Protection officers conducted an air-
craft search on a flight arriving from 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.

During the enforcement examina-
tion of the arriving aircraft with Ari, 
the CBP canine, officers were alerted 
to the presence of narcotics in the left-
side lavatory area. Upon removing the 
panel from the wall, they discovered 
five brick-shaped packages that tested 
positive for heroin. Approximately 12 
pounds of heroin were seized, with an 
estimated street value of $319,000, the 
CBP said. 

Two days later, on May 10, CBP of-
ficers conducted an aircraft search 
on another flight arriving from Santo 
Domingo, based on the previous sei-
zure, and discovered five brick-shaped 
objects concealed behind the toilet 
shroud on the right-side lavatory. CBP 

officers probed all five bricks, which 
tested positive for cocaine and heroin. 
Approximately five pounds of cocaine 
and seven pounds of heroin were 
seized, with an estimated street value 
of $281,000.

“CBP officers stand on the front line 
to ensure that these illicit narcotics 
are seized prior to entering this coun-
try,” said Robert Perez, CPB Director, 
Field Operations New York.

No arrests have been made at 
this time and the investigation was 
 ongoing.

Raul Zamora NYPD

JFK K-9 sniffs out over 20 lbs. of heroin, coke

Brooklyn ex-con shot dead in Jamaica: Police

Suspect identified in Jax Hgts homicide
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TIMESLEDGER, MAY 15–21, 2015 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY BILL PARRY

A popular Italian restau-
rant in Corona, known for 
its charming dining room 
and backyard piazza, was al-
legedly a front for a cocaine 
trafficking ring that spanned 
three continents, according 
to a six-count indictment that 
was unsealed in Brooklyn 
federal court last week. 

Husband-and-wife own-
ers Gregorio and Eleonora 
Gigliotti, their son Angelo 
Gigliotti, and a relative who 
is an Italian citizen, were all 
charged with conspiracy to 
import cocaine, conspiracy 
to possess with intent to dis-
tribute cocaine, importation 
of cocaine, and attempted 
possession of cocaine, federal 
officials announced May 7.

This might explain why 
during a 2014 TimesLedger 
interview promoting his res-
taurant’s World Cup cover-
age, Gregorio Gigliotti did 
not want to be photographed.

In addition, the Gigliotti 
defendants were charged 
with unlawful use and posses-
sion of firearms. The charges 
arise from the defendants’ 
alleged participation in an 
international narcotics-traf-
ficking operation between 
July 1, 2014 and March 11, 
2015, according to the feds.

Cucino a Modo Mio, at 
51-01 108th St., has been 
shuttered since the Gigliotti 
defendants were arrested 
March 11. They remain in 
custody in the United States 
and have also been charged 
with narcotics-trafficking of-
fenses by the Italian authori-
ties, the indictment said.

“This case is a powerful 
example of the impact of in-
ternational cooperation in 
combatting criminal orga-

nizations whose activities 
transcend national borders,” 
Acting U.S. Attorney Kelly 
Currie said, extending appre-
ciation to Homeland Security 
Investigations, the FBI and 
several law enforcement in-
vestigators in Italy, where 16 
others were charged for their 
participation in the activities 
being investigated.

“The arrests in New York 
and Italy dismantle a global 
network of alleged drug 
smugglers believed respon-
sible for importing more 
than 50 kilograms of cocaine 
into the U.S.,” Special Agent 
in Charge Raymond Parmer 
said. “This investigation is 
another example of the col-
lective efforts of our federal 
and international law en-
forcement partners to bring 
down those responsible for 
the proliferation of illegal 
drugs in our communities, 
no matter where in the world 
they hide.”

As alleged, Gregorio and 
Eleonora Gigliotti owned 
and operated several busi-
nesses in New York City that 
were used to facilitate their 
narcotics-trafficking opera-
tion, including the pizzeria 
in Corona and Fresh Farms 
Export Corp. in the Bronx, 
where the drugs were bagged 
for transport across Europe, 
according to the FBI. In Oc-
tober 2014, law enforcement 
intercepted a shipment of 
cassava that was shipped 
to the United States from 
Costa Rica. The shipment 
was found to contain 40 kilo-
grams of cocaine inside the 
cardboard boxes. Eleonora 
Gigliotti allegedly traveled 
to Costa Rica with nearly 
$400,000 in cash that she de-
livered to the sources of sup-

BY BILL PARRY
 
The old 5Pointz crew re-

united this past weekend at 
August Martin High School 
in Jamaica, where they found 
plenty of walls for their aero-
sol street art and one giant 
cause. More than 100 artists 
came from as far as Texas and 
Japan and joined with a team 
of students, who came up with 
the idea, and painted their 
signature graffiti murals in 
hallways and stairwells as 
part of an effort to change the 
culture at the beleaguered 
school.

“Being able to use the pow-
er of art to inspire the youth 
is amazing and I know these 
kids that go here are looked at 
as disappointments because of 
their graduation rate,” 5Pointz 
creator Jonathan “Meres 
One” Cohen said. “I think it’s 
awesome that the Board of 
Ed is supporting us and con-
sider this as art. Times have 
changed and you have to find 
new ways to motivate chil-
dren. These students will have 
a treasure all their own.”

The school’s principal, Gil-
lian Smith, explained that it 
was time to “think outside the 
box” at August Martin, con-
sidered to be an “out-of-time 
school” because of a lack of 
academic progress in recent 
years.  The graduation rate 
has hovered at 39 percent in 
the last two years. 

“It’s phenomenal for young 
people to have a dream and 
then have it come true at one 
of the worst and one of the 
biggest schools in New York 
City,” Smith said. “It makes 
me proud. This bridges the 
gap between art and educa-
tion. The art alone will get 
them to school, they’ll want to 
be here.”

A group of 20 students came 
up with the project, called 
“Operation Skittles” after the 
hallways were painted white. 
A survey of 500 students found 
that they thought the white 
walls were depressing and 
needed to be changed to en-
hance the atmosphere.

The students walked the 
hallways, beaming with pride, 
as they greeted and thanked 
the artists while they painted. 
Each mural included a quote or 
an inspirational word. “It gives 
us a sense of hope and pride 
because people talk so much 
crap about August Martin,” 

11th-grader Trivella Osborne 
said. “It’s going to change how 
they look at the school and stu-
dents here are going to have so 
much pride coming here and 
saying ‘5Pointz did my school.’ 
Who else can say that?”

Syreeta Gates, a Dream 
Director with the non-profit 
Future Project, a national 
campaign to empower young 
people, contacted Meres One 
and curator Marie Cecil Fla-
geul. “This alone might get 
students to school and create a 
sense of pride for their school 
that they didn’t have before,” 
Gates said. “I’m the only 
Dream Director in Queens 
and I grew up just a few blocks 
from here. I went to St. John’s 
Prep, but a lot of my friends 
went here and didn’t like it.”

Current students agreed. 
“This is my fourth year 

here and I’ve heard so many 
bad things about August Mar-
tin,” 12th-grader Alexus Da-
Costa said. “I’m graduating 
in a month, so it’s great to see 
this for the younger kids. This 
will help a lot, everyone will 
want to be a part of the school 
and the Future Project.”

It’s been almost a year 
and a half since 5Pointz was 
whitewashed on the orders 
of owner Jerry Wolkoff, who 
demolished the world famous 
graffiti mecca last summer to 
make way for two residential 
towers in Long Island City. 
When Meres One put out the 

call to his old crew, over 100 
volunteered their time and 
supplies to make it happen.

“We all knew about 5Pointz, 
especially what happened to 
them,” 11th-grader LaToya 
Mann said. “They lost their 
building and now they have us 
and that’s exciting.”

The project will be revealed 
to the public June 11 from 4 
p.m. to 8 p.m. and there will be 
an art auction to raise money 
for the school. 

“This is not a hit-and-run,” 
Meres One said. “This is the 
beginning of a long-term rela-
tionship. We’re going to bring 
more artists around and work 
with the kids. I’m still blown 
away how this all turned out. 
I wish it happened at my high 
school. I wouldn’t have settled 
for a GED.”

When the weekend was 
over, there were more than 100 
murals ready to greet August 
Martin’s students Monday 
morning. 

“Taking a step back and 
looking at the school and read-
ing the texts and emails from 
the artists, I’m just amazed at 
what we accomplished,” Ce-
cil Flageul said. “I am proud 
to say that August Martin 
High School is now the coolest 
school in Queens, but it’s only 
the beginning.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Gregorio Gigliotti is charged with conspiring to import and import-
ing cocaine along with his wife and son, federal prosecutors say. 

Photo by Bill Parry

5Pointz has a reunion
Artists inspire students at beleaguered August Martin

Couple charged by feds
in cocaine traffi cking

Continued on Page 37

Two of the 100 5Pointz artists who donated the time, energy and 
cost of creating the murals in August Martin High School's hallways. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

A panel of three judges is 
the latest line  in an ongoing le-
gal debate over whether or not 
the carrion fantasies of a For-
est Hills cop are enough to put 
him in jail again. 

Gilberto Valle – known as 
the Cannibal Cop – was ar-
rested in 2012 after his wife 
discovered Valle’s online cor-
respondences where he mused 
over plots to kidnap and cook 
his wife and other women. Af-
ter serving 21 months in prison 
his sentence was overturned 
by Judge Paul Gardephe in 
Manhattan federal court in 
2014. But prosecutors from the 
U.S. attorney’s office appealed 
Gardephe’s decision, arguing 
that Valle’s fantasies could 
have led to real violence. 

And the question over the 
nature of Valle’s dark fanta-
sies – and if they were just 
that or something more – is 
now being put to three judges 
in federal appeals court.  The 
judges heard argument from 
both sides Tuesday.

Gardephe overturned 
Valle’s guilty verdict, he 

wrote, because “the eviden-
tiary record is such that it is 
more likely than not the case 
that all of Valle’s Internet com-
munications about kidnapping 
are fantasy role-play.”

But the panel appeared 
divided over the question, ac-
cording to news reports.

One of the judges in the 
case, Chester Straub, chal-
lenged Valle’s lawyers during 
Tuesday’s session, according 
to reports. Straub argued that 
just because Valle’s chats were 
fantasy, it did not mean that 
they could not become real. 

And this argument is close-
ly aligned to the prosecution’s 
case in the original trial. The 
prosecution built its case on 
the evidence that Valle visited 
one of his potential targets at 
her Maryland workplace. He 
also researched buying chlo-
roform, according to reports. 

But one of the other judges, 
Barrington Parker, likened 
the kidnapping conspiracy to a 
drug plot with cocaine bought 
from the moon by a lepre-
chaun, according to Newsday. 

Whether or not Valle’s talk 
of kidnapping and killing are 

the stuff of fantasy or some-
thing more serious is some-
thing that will be weighed 
in the coming weeks by the 
 panel.

Valle faces life in prison if 
his conviction of conspiracy to 
murder is reinstated. 

His case is also the sub-
ject of a new HBO Documen-
tary called “Thought Crimes,” 
which was filmed while Valle 
was under house arrest after 
the judge overturned his guilty 
sentence. 

Valle was arrested after 
his wife stumbled upon a list 
of about 100 “victims” that he 
had compiled. His wife’s name 
was included on that list. On 
his online correspondences 
with other people, he dis-
cussed how he would kill and 
cook the victims from his list, 
according to Newsday.

Valle was also convicted 
and did time for misusing a 
police database to research 
the women on his list. 

The 31-year-old was an of-
ficer for the NYPD, but he was 
kicked off the force after his 
wife told others about his dark 
secrets. 

Gilberto Valle, the so-called Cannibal Cop (shown here in an undated 
photo with his daughter), is fighting a court challenge by prosecutors 
to reinstate his conviction.  AP

Cannibal Cop’s fantasies resurface in court

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
300 Jay Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201

www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

718.260.5500

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

www.citytech.cuny.edu/summer

SESSION 1 BEGINS ON

MAY 28
SESSION 2 BEGINS ON 

JULY 6

SUMMER SESSIONS

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
BEGINS ON APRIL 6: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!

60-82 Myrtle Avenue | 2nd Floor | Ridgewood, Queens, NY 11385

718-381-7974 | 718-366-3806 | Fax: 718-381-7080

Email: MyrtleBID@gmail.com | Website: www.Ridgewood-NY.com

BE PART OF MYRTLE AVENUE’S FUTURE DIRECTION!

Fill out the Myrtle Avenue BID
Resident Shopper Survey & be eligible to be 

One of Three Lucky Respondents to

WIN A $100 GIFT CARD!

SHARE YOUR VIEWS ON WHAT TYPE OF BUSINESSES 
YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE ON MYRTLE AVENUE IN THE FUTURE.

With new developments taking place in Ridgewood and vacancies needing to be fi lled, 
the Myrtle Avenue BID wants to know what retail establishments, 

restaurants and services you would like to see in your neighborhood.
Please share your ideas and visions with us.

Have input in the future of Rdigewood and your community retail center’s future.

MYRTLE AVENUE
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

You can fi ll out the Resident Shopper Survey
on our website: www.ridgewood-ny.com

Surveys must be fi lled out and returned by May 31, 2015

In BID locations (Myrtle Ave from 
Wyckoff to Fresh Pond) 
Or other locations in Ridgewood
For locations and more 
information call the BID offi ce
at 718-381-7974 or 718-366-3806 or 
email: MyrtleBID@gmail.com

Myrtle Avenue District Management Assocation
Program Support provided by Ridgewood Local Development Corporation
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Pasta
choose any two

PENNE ALLA VODKA
BAKED ZITI

CAVATELLI AND BROCCOLI RABE
LINGUINE ALLE VONGOLE

RIGATONI BOLOGNESE

Entrees
choose any three

CHICKEN MARSALA
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
CHICKEN FRANCESE

CHICKEN SCARPRIELLO
SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS
EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA
EGGPLANT ROLLATINI
PORK SCARPRIELLO
VEAL PARMIGIANA

Salad
choose one

CAESAR SALAD
TRADITIONAL GARDEN SALAD

ORGANIC MIXED GREEN SALAD

Choice Of 
Vegetables

choose one

BROCCOLI W/ GARLIC & OLIVE OIL
STRING BEANS & BABY POTATOES

ASSORTED MIXED VEGETABLES
ROASTED POTATOES

YELLOW RICE

Dessert
choose one

SHEET CAKE 
ASSORTED ITALIAN  

COOKIES & PASTRIES
COLOMBIAN COFFEE, DECAF, & TEA

Monday through Friday & Sunday Evening 
Saturday Evening add $10.00 per person 
Must Choose Either: Wine, Beer and Soda 

$10.00 per person or
Open Premium Bar $20.00 per person
Price does not include tax and service

Cold Display
WHEATBERRY SALAD

BRUSCHETTA
CHICK PEA SALAD
TORTELLINI PESTO

PASTA WITH SPINACH  
AND FETA CHEESE
PASTA PRIMAVERA

FRIED EGGPLANT STACKS
MOZZARELLA CAPRESE

OLIVE SALAD

SILVER BUFFET 
PACKAGE

$45  
 PER PERSON 

*MINIMUM 50 GUESTS

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM
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 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
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41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
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Sales: (718) 260-4521
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Recently a cliché has been 
born that is emblematic of dodg-
ing facts or delaying the obvious...
or merely just exposing stupidity. 
It’s called, “I’m not a scientist 
but...”.  

It is not necessary to be a sci-
entist to assume that if 97 percent 
of scientists believe and make 
a scientific claim regarding a 
scientific enigma, and suggest a 
scientific reason for it, one need 
not be a scientist to accept their 
overwhelming scientific conclu-
sion.  No “buts” about it.

It is claimed by these deniers 
that they also have scientific 
proof disproving those conclu-
sions that climate change is real 
and is largely due to human con-
tribution. One of those renegade 
scientist myth busters is Willie 

Soon, a researcher at the Har-
vard-Smithsonian Center for As-
trophysics.

A supposed research study 
by this independent scientist has 
been presented by our “not a sci-
entist” contingent proving the 
non-existence of climate change 
as well as the factors contribut-
ing to it. However, Greenpeace, 
through Freedom of Information 
Act filings, discovered and re-
vealed that Wei-Hock Soon over 
the last 10 to 14 years has received, 
without disclosing the funding, 
$1.25 million from Exxon Mobile, 
Southern Company, the Ameri-
can Petroleum Institute (API), the 
coal industry and (no surprise) 
a foundation run by the ultra-
conservative Koch brothers, the 
largest single funder of “scien-

tist” Soon’s “research” work and 
the greatest profiteers. His study 
showed all the scientific proof 
of negative climate change that 
money could buy. So much for the 
disclaimers.

As for those 3 percent of un-
convinced scientists, the study 
found their average expertise is 
far below that of their colleagues, 
as measured by publications and 
citation rates.

Perhaps as more of these paid 
for scientific opinions are ex-
posed, even the, “I’m not a scien-
tist but....”ers will start thinking 
with their brains and conscience 
and not with their butts.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside
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Here we go again, but this time the long shadow 
cast by the state capital in Albany has stopped at the 
Queens border -- on the Nassau side, for a change.

The indictment of state Senate Majority Leader 
Dean Skelos on charges of extorting $200,000 to gen-
erate commissions for his son is the latest episode in 
a long-running saga on corruption already written 
by several Queens legislators.

The Rockville Center Republican gave up his 
leadership position under heavy pressure from 
Democrats in Queens and other parts of the state but 
held onto his seat.  If Skelos is forced to leave office, 
the GOP will lose its one-seat majority in the upper 
chamber.

 U.S. Attorney Preet Bahara has trained his guns 
on the notoriously dysfunctional legislature in Al-
bany, bagging Sheldon Silver, the powerful Brooklyn 
chief of the Assembly, on fraud and extortion charg-
es.  The only man left standing among the Three Men 
in a Room who ran Albany is Gov. Andrew Cuomo.  
But Cuomo’s decision to dismantle the Mooreland 
Commission, which he set up to investigate public 
corruption, has drawn fire from Bahara. 

 Queens may be watching the Skelos and Silver 
cases from the sidelines, but the borough is still a 
player in the seedy Albany scene. Former Sen. Mal-
colm Smith, once a Democratic majority leader from 
Jamaica, will be sentenced in July after being con-
victed on federal bribery and extortion charges.

State Assemblyman Bill Scarborough of Jamaica 
has pleaded guilty to misusing campaign funds and 
the $154 per diem travel vouchers given to legislators.  
Southeast Queens City Councilman Ruben Wills is 
fighting charges he took campaign funds for his own 
personal use, while former state Sen. Shirley Hunt-
ley — his old boss - completed her jail term a year ago 
for stealing taxpayers’ money to go shopping.

Moving north, former Bayside City Councilman 
Dan Halloran got 10 years for bribery in the same 
case that ended Smith’s political career.

  The culture in Albany is a petrie dish for breed-
ing dishonesty.  Scarborough explained his behavior 
by saying lawmakers were poorly paid in Albany at 
a base salary of $79,500 a year.  Then why not find a 
real job in the private sector?

 Lost in this list of errant lawmakers is the role of 
public service to promote the public trust, which is 
corroded by corruption.  As long as legislators con-
tinue to see Albany as a place to cash in and hide the 
loot,  Queens voters will remain disillusioned and 
stay home on Election Day.  Bahara has his work cut 
out for him.

ANOTHER ONE FALLS

Putting paid-for science in its place



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 15-21, 2015 13  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

READERS WRITE

Pork barrel member item 
spending is alive and well 
in Albany. According to the 
watchdog group Citizens 
Union,  a total of $2.9 billion 
was allocated under lump-
sum funds within the recent-
ly adopted 2015-16, $142-bil-
lion state budget. These funds 
have been allocated into 95 
individual stand-alone pots. 
They include $2.3 billion for 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, $1.2 
billion for then state Senate 
Majority Leader Dean Skelos, 
$989 million for state Assem-
bly Speaker Carl Heastie and 
$82 million for state Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman. 
(Some of these funds are 
jointly allocated, so the total 
figure of $2.9 billion is cor-
rect.)

Lump-sum funds are au-
thorized to be spent under 
the capital budget. They are 
nonspecific, which means the 
governor, any state senator, 
state Assembly member or the 
attorney general can spend 

these dollars at their own dis-
cretion. There is virtually no 
oversight or accountability, 
unlike those funds whose re-
cipients are previously iden-
tified as part of the original 
budget process. Even state 
Comptroller Tom DiNapoli 
has a difficult time monitor-
ing these expenditures.

On a bipartisan basis, Cuo-
mo, Skelos and Heastie, along 
with their loyal members and 
Schneiderman, will all share 
in these ill-gotten gains. This 
is bad news for taxpayers.  

How many stories have 
we read concerning corrup-
tion of individuals and orga-
nizations who are recipients 
of member item spending? 
Every year, ordinary Ameri-
cans, businesses and foun-
dations combine to donate 
several hundred billion dol-
lars to tens of thousands of 
charities. Why do elected of-
ficials see the need to use tax 
revenues to fund their own 
donations to charities? These 
are known as member items 
and in too many cases have 
in the past really been pork 
barrel projects. Why can’t 
they make their own per-
sonal direct charitable dona-
tions to the charities of their 
choice? Just how much cash 
do elected officials personally 
donate to charities each year 
out of their own salaries? 
Many could dip into exces-
sive surplus campaign funds 
to make a donation. They 
could also host a fund-raiser 
asking some of their regular 

campaign contributors to 
support charities. In addition 
to financial contributions, 
millions of Americans also 
donate time each week to per-
form volunteer work at their 
favorite charity. How many 
public officials do the same?

Too many members view 
the funding of member item 
pork barrel projects as a 
path to grease the wheels of 
reelection or run for higher 
public office. Like a monkey 
on their back, they appear to 
be addicted to this spending. 
Skelos and Heastie both use 
this as a tool to keep their 
respective loyal flocks in 
line. Vote as directed by the 
“leadership,” and you will 
receive your share of this pot 
of gold.  Those few Democrats 
who have to run in competi-
tive races receive “extra” ear-
marks from Heastie, courtesy 
of taxpayers. The same is true 
for Skelos.

It is common knowledge 
about the quid pro quo be-

tween those seeking fund-
ing and members of the state 
Legislature. This sometimes 
includes campaign contri-
butions from the recipients’ 
senior management; hiring 
of the family, relatives or 
friends of public officials, 
along with their political 
clubhouse colleagues by the 
recipients; invitations to 
ribbon cutting ceremonies; 
prominent promotions in re-
cipients’ newsletters; along 
with honoring the elected of-
ficial at the organization’s an-
nual fund-raising dinner, etc. 
in exchange for receipt of the 
funding.

It is time to permanently 
end pork barrel member item 
spending.

Larry Penner
Great Neck 

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

CORRECTION
In the May 8-14 issue of the TimesLedger, the wrong photo ran with the story on the 75th anniversary of 
Ridgewood Savings Bank’s Forest Hills branch.The correct photo of the Forest Hills branch at 107-55 Queens Blvd. 
appears on Page 32 in this week’s Borough Beat.

One of New York City’s 
most effective affordable 
housing programs is at risk. 
The 421-a property tax credit 
sunsets in June and some are 
urging prevailing wage man-
dates to be included in any ex-
tension of the program. Such a 
step would undermine efforts 
to build affordable housing in 
Queens and across the city for 
the foreseeable future.

The 421-a program offers 
property tax abatements of 
between 10 and 25 years for 
new rental buildings. The 
program, created more than 
40 years ago, encourages con-
struction of new multi-family 
housing – some of which may 
have otherwise never been 
built given the city’s high tax 
rate on rental buildings. 

The program has been a 
huge success. It has helped 

create more than 70,000 afford-
able housing units in the last 
three decades and led to the 
rebuilding and revitalization 
of neighborhoods throughout 
the city. And it is the only as-
of-right tax abatement avail-
able for mixed-income afford-
able housing. 

There is no question that 
the city needs more afford-
able housing. More than half 
of the city’s renter households 
are rent burdened. Affordable 
housing lotteries routinely 
receive tens of thousands of 
applications for a handful 
of available units. The city’s 
homeless shelter population 
has swelled to 60,000. And 
rising construction costs and 
unprecedented land prices are 
making it even harder to build 
the housing that New Yorkers 
need.  

Given this crisis, New York 
needs to use every available 
tool to create new affordable 
housing for the city’s resi-
dents. The 421-a property tax 
exemption is one such critical 
tool. 

But requiring the prevail-
ing wage on 421-a construc-
tion projects would under-
mine affordable housing in 
Queens and across the city. 
The reason is that a prevailing 
wage mandate would result in 
a huge jump in wages at af-
fordable housing projects and 
leave these projects with huge 
funding gaps. Even if these 
projects can move forward, 
they would need much larger 
government subsidies — or 
have to be scaled back in size 
— to make economic sense. 

Moreover, prevailing wag-
es are much higher than what 

the marketplace demands. 
While the mean wage for a 
carpenter in the city is $31 
an hour, the state prevailing 
wage is $45 an hour – nearly 
one-and-a-half times the going 
rate. The prevailing wage does 
however resemble the rate 
demanded by unions – about 
$48 an hour for carpenters – a 
standard decided on behind 
closed doors with no transpar-

ency or public review. 
A prevailing wage mandate 

would also make it more dif-
ficult for affordable housing 
developers to hire local work-
ers and help keep wages in the 
community — an important 
issue in Queens, since many 
affordable projects are built 
in neighborhoods with high 
unemployment.

Prevailing wage hurts af-
fordable housing by increas-
ing costs, limiting local hiring 
and requiring more govern-
ment resources. Affordable 
housing cannot afford the pre-
vailing wage.

Jolie Milstein
President and CEO

New York State Association 
for Affordable Housing

Linking tax credits to the prevailing wage is a bad idea

Pork barrel spending has outlived its time
Like a monkey 
on their backs, 
elected offi cials 

appear to be 
addicted to this 

spending

Prevailing wages 
are much higher 

than what the 
marketplace 

demands
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T
he British historian and 
moralist “Lord Acton” 
wisely said in 1887, 
“Power tends to corrupt 

and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.” 

We are now witnessing 
the “Year of the Indictment” 
in Albany. Two of the three 
most powerful men in New 
York state politics, Sheldon 
Silver and Dean Skelos, have 
been felled by the new sheriff 
in town, United States Attor-
ney Preet Bharara.

Bharara has put together 
very compelling evidence 
that both of these legislative 
leaders used their power to 
 illegally enrich themselves 
and their families. Even sad-
der, both leaders have grown 
children who were also in-
dicted by Bharara. In a sepa-
rate case, Silver’s daughter 
and son-in-law have been ac-
cused of a mini-Bernard-Ma-

doff-like Ponzi scheme. And 
Skelos’s son was indicted as 
a co-conspirator with his fa-
ther, with both accused of ex-
ploiting the father’s power to 
get commissions and no-bid 
contracts that led to ill-gotten 
gains.

Both of these one-time 
power brokers insist they 
are not guilty, and they will 
have their day in court. But 
even if neither is convicted, 
the wiretapped and document 
evidence released by Bharara 
indicate that some of their 
dealings were, at best, unethi-
cal.

Skelos, the leader of the 
state’s top legislative body, 
is the fifth Senate leader in a 
row to get into legal trouble. 
One of his predecessors, Pe-
dro Espada, is in jail for fi-
nancial corruption. Another, 
Malcolm Smith, was convict-
ed of bribery and extortion.

Absolute power leads to 
feelings of invincibility. And 
when legislators are allowed 
to stay in office for more than 
15 years (both Skelos and Sil-
ver have served more than 
two decades) then the com-
bination of a powerful office 
and low pay can lead to some 

dubious arrangements.
Here are a few somewhat 

bold ideas that I think could 
solve many of these ethics 
problems:

• Make being a legisla-

tor a full-time job: Why do 
we think that the important 
work of legislation can be 
completed in just half a year 
of compressed decision mak-
ing? State government should 
serve the people all year 
round.

•
     Pay legislators a full-

time competitive salary: 
State legislators make less 
than $80,000 a year and 
haven’t gotten a raise in 
many years. This relatively 
low wage isn’t the wisest way 
to attract the best and the 
brightest. It also forces these 
part-time officials to seek 
other work, which quite fre-
quently leads to conflicts of 
interest and temptation to un-
fairly use the powers of office 
for personal enrichment.

•  Have annual ethics 

training at the beginning 

of each legislative session: 
Former Gov. David Paterson 
is right that we need to teach 
civics and ethics more in high 
school and college. But with 

the changing landscape of 
technology, governing, fund-
raising, lobbying and cam-
paigning, it would be wise to 
have an annual continuing-
education week in the state 
capital.

•  Move the state capital 

for at least half the year 

to New York City: The best 
antidote to corruption is 
“sunlight,” which in this case 
means rigorous oversight, 
media coverage and citizen 
involvement. There’s no place 
with more sunlight than New 
York City. This would end the 
“What happens in Albany 
stays in Albany” mentality 
that has been so corrosive.

•  Develop a robust cam-

paign finance reform: Put-
ting limits on donations, of-
fering matching funds and 
having a powerful campaign 
finance board with oversight 
has worked in New York City. 
This would level the playing 
field and limit the influence 
of big donors on campaigns 
– and subsequently on “crony 
legislation.”

•   Institute 12-year term 

limits for legislators: The 
president of the United States, 
the mayor of New York City 

and Council members can 
only serve for eight years. So 
why do we think it is wise to 
allow our legislators to work 
for as long as they want in 
Albany? Make all terms four 
years (right now New York 
legislators run for re-election 
every two years) and limit 
legislators to no more than 
three terms. This will assure 
constant new ideas and fresh 
views on what is best for the 
citizens of our state.

Corruption in government 
is as old as democracy, but 
that doesn’t mean we have 
to accept it and not do every-
thing we can to at least limit 
it. Write to the governor or 
your local legislator and de-
mand they champion these 
six reforms.

If enough voters like you 
say: “I’m mad as heck and 
I’m not going to take this any-
more,” we can finally have 
meaningful reform.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a  Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before 
he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

U
sing the valid excuse 
that more affordable 
housing is needed for 
the homeless, the city 

administration is planning 
sweeping zoning revisions 
which civic leaders feel will 
undo years of positive chang-
es they have been working 
for.

People buy homes or rent 
homes or apartments because 
of the quality of life in a par-
ticular community. People 
want a bucolic neighborhood 
with trees, lawns, blooming 
bushes, green spaces, fresh 
air and a good quality of life. 

Queens’s civic associations 
have worked for decades to 
change the R2 zoning of neigh-
borhoods to R2A to prevent the 
building of larger houses that 
would bring more walls and 
bricks and cement instead of 
green spaces. People watch to 
make sure that lawns are not 
paved over. Civic associations 
report illegal conversions 
so illegal tenants don’t come 
with excess garbage and cars 
parked on lawns or across 
sidewalks.

The City Planning Depart-
ment has been working on new 
zoning plans which the city 
says would “modernize zon-
ing regulations that are out-
moded and often impede the 
production of new affordable 
housing.” Well, any credible 
civic leader will tell you this 
is “hogwash” and will only 
make it easier for developers 
to build big buildings without 

parking. Oh, one proposal is 
that senior housing should 
be built without the current 
required parking “because se-
nior citizens don’t drive.” Civ-
ic leader Roe Daraio, president 
of the Communities of Mas-
peth and Elmhurst Together, 
thinks that parking should 
be increased rather than de-
creased.

The city seems to think 
that senior citizens could walk 
to public transportation, then 
either wait for a bus exposed to 
the weather – perhaps without 
a seat – or walk stairs to get to 
an elevated or subway train. 
Even if some seniors don’t 
drive, their visitors would 
probably drive.

These zoning proposals 
were prepared without the in-
put of the civic and tenant as-
sociations in New York City. 
The city asked for suggestions 
in March and tried to set a 

final date for discussion for 
April 6, but there was such 
complaining that the deadline 
was extended to April 30.

President of the Queens 
Civic Congress Harbachan 
Singh and vice president 
Rich Hellenbrecht warned its 
member civic associations of 
these proposals, which would 
undo decades of hard work if 
the new zoning changes are 
pushed through. They are con-
cerned about the lack of infra-
structure to handle large-scale 
development.

Joe Amaroso, the knowl-
edgeable zoning chairman of 
the Kissena Park Civic Asso-
ciation, called the proposals to 
increase height requirements 
and relax density restrictions 
“a disaster for some neighbor-
hoods. “

In Manhattan, numer-
ous community preservation 
groups such as Landmark 

West, the New York Land-
marks Conservancy, Green-
wich Village Society for His-
toric Preservation, Tribeca 
Trust, Friends of the Upper 
West Side and the Historic Dis-
tricts Council have all spoken 
out against this disastrous 
new zoning proposal. There is 
fear that the new ideas would 
weaken the contextual zoning 
protection which has been de-
veloped over the years to pro-
tect historic sites and which 
prevent overdevelopment.

Any person can contact the 
New York City Department of 
City Planning to oppose these 
ideas by e-mailing ahousing@
planning.nyc.gov or writing 
Robert Dobruskin, director 
of the department’s environ-
mental assessment and review 
division, at New York City De-
partment of City Planning, 22 
Reade Street, 4E, New York, 
NY 10007.

COLUMNS

Civic associations voice concerns on zoning changes

A game plan to bring ethics back to politics

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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I
n conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical 
Society, the TimesLedger 
newspaper presents note-

worthy events in the borough’s 
history:

Women’s rights were in the 
news with the April 9 Star-
Journal report on a talk given 
by a prominent suffrage cam-
paigner in Queens County. 
Mrs. Alfred P. Eno spoke to the 
mothers’ club of Winfield (now 
part of Maspeth) on equal 
rights for women. It was 67 
years since Susan B. Anthony 
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
had organized the Women’s 
Rights Convention in Seneca 
Falls, NY, the event that in 
1848 gave birth to the equal 
suffrage campaign, and still 

American women did not have 
the right to vote.

Mrs. Eno, unperturbed by 
occasional squalls from babies 
in the audience, told the Win-
field mothers about the cur-
rent campaign for a suffrage 
amendment to the New York 
State constitution. The Woman 
Suffrage Party of Greater New 
York believed that by reach-
ing into every election district 
to influence its voters, they 
would bring suffrage close to 
the people and eventually in-
fluence parties and legislators 
through public opinion.

Hundreds of women in all 
the boroughs canvassed voters 
in shops, factories, tenements 
and private homes. 

Emma Rodman, president 
of the Elmhurst Suffrage 

Club, then gave the meeting 
a vivid picture of the cam-
paign in her neighborhood. 
The Star-Journal quoted her 
praise of Queens residents: 
“The men are fair-minded: 
they are splendid when you 
approach them about suffrage. 
In Elmhurst we meet the men 
at the railroad station and 
the trolley cars at night and 
give them literature telling 
them why women should vote. 
They would tip their hats and 
thank us for the pamphlets, 
and many would stop at the 
first lamp-post and read them 
through before proceeding 
further.” In August 1920 the 
19th Amendment would final-
ly give American women the 
right to vote. 

Another pair of daring 
women were featured in the 
news that month, taking on 
one of New York’s most promi-
nent millionaires. On April 10, 
the Star-Journal reported that 
Nathan Straus, head of R.H. 
Macy and Company and the 

dry goods firm of Abraham 
and Straus, was the defendant 
in lawsuits brought by Mrs. 
Harriett Stewart of Astoria 
and her daughter. The suits 
were for injuries allegedly sus-
tained when Mr. Straus’s luxu-
rious Benz limousine, driven 
by his chauffeur John P. 
Worms, ran into the Stewarts’ 
much less grand Ford automo-
bile. The collision was so se-
vere that Mrs. and Miss Stew-
art, out for a day’s shopping in 
Manhattan, were thrown out 
of the car onto Fifth Avenue.

Nathan Straus was being 
sued for the sum of $1,000. 
However, the jury sitting in 
the Long Island City Munici-
pal Court was unable to agree 
on a verdict and the cases were 
sent back for retrial. The fol-
lowing month the Star-Jour-
nal reported that in a fresh 
trial, both plaintiffs had been 
awarded $150 apiece in dam-
ages. 

Another interesting legal 
case reported in April 1915 

struck a homier note. Four-
teen Dutch Kills residents 
appeared in Municipal Court 
on charges that their roosters 
were too noisy. The evidence, 
according to the Star-Journal, 
had been gathered by Officer 
O’Connell of the Health Squad 
who patrolled the streets 
between 3 and 6 a.m. “with 
an ear alert for the clarion 
calls of the exuberant chanti-
cleers.” Magistrate Leach pro-
nounced the death sentence 
on the unhappy birds. “This 
rooster has made a goat out of 
me,” the Star-Journal quoted 
householder John Sherlock, a 
former policeman, as saying, 
adding that “the latest news 
from Dutch Kills is to the ef-
fect that axes and knives are 
being sharpened and that the 
doomed roosters will soon 
sing their final choruses.”          

For further information, 
call the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit our website at www.as-
torialic.org.

A
s we settle into the re-
ality that we will prob-
ably never know what 
happened to Etan Patz 

after he disappeared that May 
morning in 1979, maybe we can 
finally come to terms with the 
legacy the crime left behind.

The legacy of constant, 
crippling fear.

I promise I won’t only be 
writing columns about heli-
copter parenting, but indulge 
me on this one, because of the 
circumstances. You see, a re-
porter who called me for com-
ment after the Patz trial ended 
in a hung jury asked me the 
question that I get asked, one 
way or another, all the time. 
Sometimes it is by parents try-
ing to feel less anxious. Some-

times it is by the media trying 
to stir that anxiety up. 

Either way, it is this:
“What would you say to 

parents who are interested in 
letting their kids walk home 
from the park but are too ner-
vous that their child might be 
the next Etan?”

Oh, so much. 
Parents afraid that their 

child might be the “next Etan” 
are understandably fearful, 
since we have been hearing 
about this case for 36 years. It 
is our New York catechism. We 
have been trained to reflexive-
ly picture the saddest possible 
fate – basically, Etan’s – before 
we let our kids do anything on 
their own. I call this “worst-
first thinking” – thinking up 
the worst-case scenario first, 
and proceeding as if it is likely 
to happen.

It is depressing. It is para-
lyzing. And it isn’t really keep-
ing our kids any safer. To see 
why, try this:

Imagine if, 36 years ago, a 
child – call him Frederick – had 
died falling down the stairs. 

It is a rare way to die, but it 
happens. Now imagine that 
Frederick’s case had received 
inordinate media attention. 
Article after article. Televi-
sion story after television sto-
ry. “Remembering Frederick” 
would be the headline on the 
cover of People magazine, and 
the name of a docudrama. But 
would it make sense for par-
ents to feel heart-stopping fear 
every time their kids wanted 
to walk down the stairs? 

Of course not. 
One terrible, tragic case 

that happened when a child 
was doing something that is 
generally very safe and nor-
mal should not change the 
way we go about everyday life. 
Certainly not for 36 years. We 
would have to try to keep it in 
perspective. After all, since 
1979, 120,000,000 Americans 
have been six years old and 
not appeared on the cover of 
People, because nothing bad 
happened to them. 

That is a hard perspec-
tive to keep in our predator-
obsessed society. But a couple 

of things help me. One is this: 
For my book, Free-Range 
Kids, I asked the British au-
thor Warwick Cairns to solve 
this problem for me. “How 
long would you have to leave a 
child outside, unattended, for 
it to be statistically likely that 
the child would be kidnapped 
by a stranger?” This is sort of 
like asking, “How many lot-
tery tickets would you have to 
buy to be statistically likely to 
win the jackpot?” He crunched 
the numbers and responded: 

It is 600,000 years.
And after the first 100,000 

years or so, your child isn’t 
technically a kid anymore.

Another calming thought 

is that there has never been 
a safer time to be a child in 
America, and New York is par-
ticularly safe. Our city’s crime 
rate is actually below the na-
tional average. And if we’re 
talking murders (which we 
are), there were 328 homicides 
in our city last year – “the low-
est number since at least 1963, 
when reliable statistics were 
first kept,” according to The 
New York Times. 

That means that walking 
to school, playing in the park, 
and waiting at the bus stop are 
safer for our kids than when 
we were kids and our parents 
let us go outside.

So we can live in fear of 
very rare, very random events 
that we can’t possibly predict 
in the course of everyday life. 
Or we can remember the best 
aphorism anyone ever sent to 
my blog: “All the worry in the 
world doesn’t prevent death. It 
prevents life.”

Lenore Skenazy is a public 
speaker and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids. 
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BY TIMESLEDGER STAFF

As the country prepares to honor 
those veterans who made the ultimate 
sacrifice, Queens has no shortage of 
activities and ceremonies during the 
upcoming Memorial Day weekend. 

Once again, the Little Neck Doug-
laston Memorial Day Parade earns top 
billing in the borough. 

The Little Neck-Douglaston Memo-
rial Day Parade, reputedly the largest 
in the nation, steps off Monday, May 
25, at 2 p.m.

The 88th-annual procession will 
begin at Jayson Avenue in Great Neck 
and work its way through Little Neck 
and Douglaston heading west down 
Northern Boulevard to Alameda Av-
enue.

Closing ceremonies will be held at 
the parking lot of St. Anastasia Roman 
Catholic Church at the end of the pa-
rade route, where organizers will pres-
ent awards, recognize honorees and 
acknowledge local veterans. Refresh-
ments and food stands will be available 
outside the church.

The parade committee joined the 
American Legion Post 103 to organize 
the parade this year, coming back with 
a strong effort after last year’s debacle, 
when the Manhattan-based United 
War Veterans Council stepped in to 
keep northeast Queen’s long-standing 
holiday tradition from falling apart.

This year’s biggest contributors in-
clude Jeff Vonseidman, The Montgom-
ery Family of Home NY Real Estate, 
Toula Polios Realty Group LLC and 
Bryce Re Real Estate.

Commissioner of the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Veterans’ Affairs Loree Sutton 
is this year’s parade grand marshal. 
National President of the Vietnam Vet-
erans of America John Rowan is this 
year’s honorary grand marshal.

Carl Mattone and Lidia Bastianich 
will be honored at this year’s celebra-
tion as Man and Woman of the Year. 
Marine and Korean War veteran Jerry 
Vilbig is being honored with the com-
munity service award.

Parade marshals are Richard 
Weinberg, Robert McGarry, Sebastian 
D’Agostino, Pat Gualtieri, Joseph Gra-
ham and Vince McGowan.

The committee will  recognize the 
late Pastor Pat Toro with an early 
morning wreath laying in the St. An-
astasia’s war memorial, and annual 
tradition.

According to Tom Long, command-
er of the American Legion, the Forest 
Hills parade will take place Sunday, 
May 24, at noon.

The grand marshal will be Roland 
Meier, president of West Side Tennis 
Association. Borough President Melin-
da Katz is expected to be in attendance 

along with other local elected officials 
such as state Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky. 
The parade will feature various ROTC 
chapters and American Legion mem-
bers.

There will also be a marching band 
and local civic and children’s organiza-
tions, such as Boy Scout and Girl Scout 
troops,

The parade will begin on Metropoli-
tan and Ascan Avenue and will end at 
Remsen Cemetery

In northern Queens, residents can 
attend the College Point Memorial Day 
Parade Sunday, May 24, at 12:30 p.m. 
The parade beings at MacNeil Park 
and College Point Boulevard. 

Military personnel are scheduled to 
participate in the parade. 

Then Monday, May 25, they can 
head over to the Whitestone Memorial 
Day Parade at Whitestone Memorial 
Park, 149th Street and 15th Drive. The 
event kicks off at noon. 

Down in southeast Queens, holiday 
festivities will take place in St. Albans 
and Laurelton. 

The Armed Forces Pre-Memorial 
Day Unity Parade happens this coming 
Saturday, May 16, beginning at 10 a.m. 
on Linden Boulevard between Fran-
cis Lewis Boulevard and 205th Street. 
The parade ends at the St. Albans VA 
Care Center on 179-00 Linden Blvd., 
Jamaica.

The Laurelton Memorial Day Pa-
rade will be held Monday, May 25, 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. at Francis Lewis 
and Merrick boulevards ending at the 
Veterans Memorial Triangle corner 
of 225th Street and North Conduit Av-
enue. 

The annual Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial 
Day parade is ready to roll.

Holiday parades plan 
routes across Queens

SPECIAL LOW RATE!

R A T E S  A S  L O W  A S

%5.95 APR*

Apply for a Personal Loan today!
1-800-LOAN-MCU | nymcu.org 

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher 

based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic payroll 

deduction as method of repayment. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will 

increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discontinue payment 

through payroll deduction or direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 60 

monthly payments of $19.31 on each $1,000 borrowed at 5.95% APR. Rates 

and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. 

Membership is required.

To meet your important or  
unexpected needs:

Bill consolidation or family expenses

New appliances, furniture or household goods

Tuition or other education expenses

MCU  
Personal Loans –   
a simple solution.
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Residential & Commercial

1-800-BUY-FENCEwww.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk

$1099
Value

$1099$1099

Deluxe Arbor

COMPARE

APPLES
TO

APPLES

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The Western Suffolk Area  (631) 760-9791
Serving The New Hyde Park Area  (516) 488-8200
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Free 
“At Home”

Estimates on
New Projects†

*Deluxe white PVC arbor or $300 off with new purchase and installation of 200ft or more of PVC fencing. Some styles may be excluded. Excludes aluminum.  See store for details. Not 
valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases. Valid on new installations only.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home 

estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

QUALITY. VALUE. VARIETY. SERVICE.

Privacy PVC

LOWEST PRICES OF THE SEASON
SALE EXTENDED

With Purchase Of 200ft 
Or More Of PVC Fence Receive 

A 48” White PVC Arbor
 At No Additional Cost

Or Take $300 OFF 
Your Purchase*

JJJeeerrriiiccchhhoooJ i h

Hurry! Offer Ends Soon!

BY POPULAR DEMAND!

SeSeSeeSS

Amityville 
& 

Jericho 
Open Sundays 

11am-3pm

HOW THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 
IMPACTS OLDER ADULTS 

The Future of Medicare & Medicaid in New York

Hear From The Experts at FREE Flushing House Seminars

Call Robert Salant at 347–532–3025 to RSVP or: rsalant@uam.org

   

Ronald Fatoullah, Esq., 
Elder Law Attorney: 
Medicaid eligibility rules are 

rapidly changing. Fatoullah gives an overview 
of the Medicaid program and explains how to 
protect one’s assets in the event long-term health 
care is needed. He will also review five essential 
legal documents that seniors should have—the 
importance of a 1. Last will and testament 2. 
Power of attorney 3. Health care proxy 4. Living 
will and 5. Living trust.

    

Maria Alvarez, Executive Director, 
NY StateWide Senior Action Council 
& Eric Hausman, Independent 

Medicare Consultant: Alvarez and Hausman will address 
the entire range of beneficiary issues, i.e., how changes to 
coverage through Medicare, Managed Care and Medicaid, 
under new regulations of the ACA and Medicaid Re-
Design/Expansion in New York, are impacting the scope, 
choice and delivery of benefits and services for older adults. 
Hausman was the former Lead Trainer for the New York 
State   Health Insurance Information Counseling ssistance 
Program (HIICAP), providing training to Medicare 
counselors across the state.  He previously worked in 
Medicare  operations at Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield.

   

Ann-Margaret 
Carrozza, Esq., Elder 
Law Attorney: Seniors 

must know how to protect their homes. 
Carrozza explores asset protection trusts 
for the primary residence and estate tax 
planning, in light of Federal estate tax 
changes. She will also update seniors on 
how to get the long-term care they need 
through Medicaid, while still protecting 
their assets.
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Three of the top ten highest-ranked 
high schools in New York state are 
in Queens, according to the annual 
U.S. News and World Report listing 
released Tuesday. Nine of those ten 
schools were in the five boroughs, with 
Queens and Manhattan home to most 
of them.

Queens High School for the Sciences 
at CUNY’s York College in Jamaica not 
only achieved the third-highest rank-
ing in the state, it was also ranked by 
the report as the 25th best high school 
in the nation for the 2014-15 school year. 
Queens High School for the Sciences is 
one of the city DOE’s Specialized High 
Schools. It achieved a college readiness 
score in the 97.7 percentile, as all of its 
students tested for Advanced Place-
ment exams and 97 percent of them 
passed.

Astoria’s Baccalaureate School for 
Global Education was ranked fifth in 
the state and 28th in the nation. U.S. 
News ranked the school in the 96.6 per-
centile, well above the national aver-

age for the college readiness score.
Flushing’s Townsend Harris High 

School was ranked eighth in the state 
by the report, and 61st nationally. It 
scored in the 87.2 percentile of the U.S. 
News college readiness index.

The report was produced with RTI 
International, a North Carolina-based 
global nonprofit social sciences re-
search firm. For the full methodology 
used in the report, visit http://www.
usnews.com/education/best-high-
schools.

Reach reporter Tom Momberg by e-
mail at tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of Transporta-
tion has selected Nicole Garcia, deputy 
borough commissioner, to become the 
new Queens commissioner. 

“NYC DOT is very excited to ap-
point Nicole Garcia as our new Queens 
borough commissioner,” DOT Com-
missioner Polly Trottenberg said in 
a statement. “Nicole’s experience in 
Queens over the years, deep knowledge 
of the agency and outstanding commu-
nications skills will prove invaluable 
to her leadership in Queens.” 

Garcia, who is a resident of Queens, 
has served as deputy borough commis-

sioner since 2013.  
She received her bachelor’s degree 

in political science from Northwestern 
University and her Master of Science 
in strategic communications from Co-
lumbia University. 

She previously served as the DOT’s 
deputy press secretary, where she 
learned the operational parts of the 
agency and communicated the agen-
cy’s position on transportation policy, 
safety projects and planning initia-
tives.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Another coyote was spotted in 
Queens last week. This one was check-
ing out a Queens airport, according to 
officials at the Port Authority.

This was the third sighting of the 
year in the borough, with this metro-
politan canid seen near LaGuardia In-
ternational Airport.

A U.S. postal worker saw the coyote 
around 82nd Street near the Marine 
Terminal just west of the airport by 
the Grand Central Parkway around 2 
a.m. May 7, the Port Authority said.

The PA’s Emergency Services Unit 
and the NYPD responded, but were un-
able to follow the coyote, authorities 
said. The elusive animal ran toward 
Elmjack Field, which is not airport 
property.

There had been no further sight-
ings as of Tuesday.

Another coyote was spotted on the 
roof of a Long Island City bar earlier 
this spring and a fellow traveler was 
caught last week in Middle Village.

—Tom Momberg

Queens High School of the Sciences is 
ranked as the No. 3 high school in the state.  

Photo courtesy of insideschools.org

Coyote spotted near LaGuardia

DOT picks new boro head

Queens HSs in Top 10
Helping Your Child Build a Greater Depth of Understanding in Math

You may have heard education experts, researchers or media outlets refer to mathematics 
curriculum in the United States as being “a mile wide and an inch deep.” The problem with 
math education, according to many, is that U.S. math teachers have historically been asked to 
cover far too many topics in each grade, resulting in students who have only a vague under-
standing of a lot of areas rather than a deep understanding of fewer, more essential topics. 
Students are introduced to advanced concepts haphazardly and before they have had an 
opportunity to master certain basic skills. 

Of course, the Common Core State Standards are changing all that. Researchers “have 
concluded that mathematics education in the United States must become substantially more 
focused and coherent in order to improve mathematics achievement in this country,” (core-
standards.org). As a result, the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics will embody 
these three key shifts: 

How can you help your child learn to apply math and use it as a problem-solving tool? Here 
are 7 few tips for parents when helping their child with homework:

As the Standards for Mathematical Practice state, “students who lack understanding of a 
topic may rely on procedures too heavily.” Although you may not feel equipped to help your 
child through probability and statistics homework, you can nurture his or her acquisition of 
a conceptual understanding of math. Encourage your child to make connections between 
mathematical ideas and life, use reasoning when working on math, and think critically about 
how math plays a role in day-to-day life. To learn more about the Common Core State Stan-
dards for Math, visit corestandards.org.

Huntington applauded the Huntington Learning Center teachers. “Our teachers are here be-
cause they’re passionate about helping children do better in school—many of them working 
here in the evenings after their regular teaching or other jobs, said Huntington. “We are so 
grateful not only to our own teachers at Huntington, but to teachers everywhere who dedicate 
their lives to helping children learn.” 

About Huntington Learning Center 

Huntington is the tutoring and test prep leader. Its certified tutors provide individualized in-
struction in reading, phonics, writing, study skills, elementary and middle school math, Alge-
bra through Calculus, Chemistry, and other sciences. It preps for the SAT and ACT, as well 
as state and standardized exams. Huntington programs develop the skills, confidence, and 
motivation to help students succeed and meet the needs of Common Core State Standards. 
Founded in 1977, Huntington’s mission is to give every student the best education possible.

Learn how Huntington can help at www.huntingtonhelps.com. 
For franchise opportunities please visit www.huntingtonfranchise.com.

Have your child talk through math rules. As your child completes homework, periodically 
have him or her point out to you when a math rule is used and where that rule comes from.
Explain the thinking. Even in the simplest math, have your child explain how he or she draws 
conclusions and why. That cognitive process is becoming more important in math than ever.
Try different methods to solve problems. Children should practice using different ap-
proaches to solving the same problem and identify similarities among those different methods.
Encourage students to visualize math problems. Help your child draw out visual represen-
tations of figures or numbers. For example, your child should be able to show what something (a 
shape, for example) would look like when divided up into fractions.
Have your child talk about wrong answers. Just as students should know how to “construct 
viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others” (per the Common Core State Standards 
for Mathematical Practice), it is helpful for children think through incorrect answers and share 
their conclusions on why a certain answer to a problem is right and another is wrong.
Use math in everyday life. Your child should practice writing down mathematical equations 
and assumptions when trying to solve real-world problems. He or she should use tools to aid 
understanding whenever it makes sense—tools such as graphs, equations and flowcharts.
Pay attention to detail. The new standards expect students to be precise when discussing 
math and working on math problems. Encourage your child to label his or her work, be neat 
and explain the symbols used in various mathematical equations. Precision and accuracy is 
important.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

key math concepts, procedural skills and fluency, and application in situations that require 
mathematical knowledge)



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 15–21, 2015 19  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The Queens Borough board voted 
Monday unanimously in favor of a text 
amendment in flood resilience zon-
ing regulations and a city councilman 
asserted his opposition to the city’s 
Flushing-Jamaica rapid transit plan  
at Borough Hall.

Before the Borough Board held its 
meeting to vote on amending the city’s 
flood resilience, there was a presenta-
tion from Empire State Development, 
the state’s chief economic development 

agency, on recent progress and capital 
funds available for city projects, espe-
cially in Queens. 

Queens Borough President Melin-
da Katz, Council members I.Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans), Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) and Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Glendale) joined community board 
members to have the vote on the text 
amendment. 

After the presentation, Miller spoke 
out against the city’s Department of 
Transportation and the MTA Bus Rap-

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Laurelton residents and  officials 
have stopped the metal giant.  

Residents and area officials cel-
ebrated their victory over Verizon’s 
plans to install a 60-foot cell-phone 
tower on 229th Street and Merrick Bou-
levard Tuesday. The company claimed 
that the tower was needed to provide 
reliable service for its customers in the 
New York City area, but residents com-
plained that the tower would ruin the 
character of the neighborhood. 

Some even worried that radiation 
from the tower would cause cancer, 
but there is no research to support 
this claim. According to the American 
Cancer Association’s website, “there 
is very little evidence to support” the 
notion that living or working near cell-
phone towers might increase the risk 
of cancer or other health problems.

“This is a community that stands 
together,” said Franck Joseph, a 
spokesman for Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton). “It wasn’t 
about fighting a corporation, it was 
about challenging them to be better 
neighbors.” 

But Dwight Johnson, the president 
of the Federated Blocks of Laurelton, 
warned that the struggle might not be 
over. 

“We still have to be vigilant,” he 
said, “and see what comes next.” 

While Verizon backed off from the 
plans for the tower, there still might 
be tower installations in the future, 
Joseph said. 

The company, he said, is looking for 
other options in the area and it might 
choose to install smaller, less obtru-
sive towers. 

More than 10 years ago, the area 
was rezoned to preserve the integrity 

of the neighborhood in a move to pre-
vent developments like cell phone tow-
ers from being installed. Community 
Board 13 also weighed in on the issue 
and before the tower was defeated, the 
board recommended to the Board of 
Standards and Appeals that the tower 
proposal be rejected. 

Verizon did not respond to requests 
for comment, but David Samberg, a 
spokesman for the wireless company, 
previously said the company “follows, 
and sometimes exceeds, all local, state 
and federal guidelines.”

“We will do whatever necessary to 
prevent this from happening,” Commu-
nity Board 13 member Bess DeBetham 
said at the time. “Neighbors will come 
out when the community board has to 
vote on this issue.”

Since 2013, Verizon has invested 
more than $400 million in network en-
hancements in the city. 

“This one was going to be in the 
heart of our community,” Joseph said. 
And DeBetham noted that there are 
14-16 “monster” towers already in the 
area. 

“A lot of marginalized communi-
ties, many of color, are taken advan-
tage of,” Joseph said

Laurelton residents announce their victory 
in preventing a 60-foot cell tower from be-
ing installed. Photo by Eric Jankiewicz

New Sandy zoning rules 
favor homeowners: Katz

Laurelton residents beat
plans for cellphone tower
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AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718-657-1562  |  718-739-6768  |  718-526-3626

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Established 1993     Licensed by New York State Education Department
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Continued on Page 50
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BY MADINA TOURE

Some of the borough’s top 
social media influencers got 
to meet each other for the first 
time at the first-ever Queens 
Social Media Mixer last week. 

Individuals who contribute 
to Queens or talk about Queens 
on their social media accounts 
got together and mingled at 
Flushing Town Hall at 137-35 
Northern Blvd. in downtown 
Flushing. The event was orga-
nized by the Queens Tourism 
Council. 

Sierra Brown, who runs 
the Instagram account for the 
Queens Tourism Council, cre-
ated the May 7 event as a way 
to unite people who express 
their passion for Queens vir-
tually.

She defined social media 
influencers as individuals 
who have at least 1,000 follow-
ers and have Queens-focused 
accounts. 

“I’m really passionate 
about the development of tour-
ism in Queens and creating an 
in-person community among 

people who are a virtual com-
munity,” she said. 

Using the hashtag #Queens-
Social, attendees were asked to 
answer two Twitter questions, 
one asking them what makes 
Queens the best borough 
and the other asking them 
to explain how they embody 
Queens. 

Those with the most cre-
ative responses received a 
one-night stay at the new Hil-
ton Garden Inn in Long Island 
City. 

They were also asked to 
put their best photo on Insta-
gram to win a pair of tickets to 
Queens Taste. 

Additional prizes included 
an Edible Arrangements bou-
quet just in time for Mother’s 
Day, a $50 gift basket from 
the Queens Center Mall and 
two six packs of group fitness 
classes from Invest In Your 
Body. 

Katha Cato of the Queens 
World Film Festival screened 
a short animated film explor-
ing social media. 

The event also featured 

dumplings from Dumpling 
Galaxy, teas from TeaUs and 
drinks from Queens Cour-
age and Metropolitan White 
Vodka. Shawn Choi, Flushing 
Town Hall’s director of mar-
keting and community en-
gagement, said the event gave 
the organization the opportu-

nity to bring in an audience it 
is seeking.

“This is the audience that 
we wanted to get here: young-
er, hip, into social media and 
online,” Choi said. 

Attendees said they enjoyed 
networking with other indi-
viduals who were similarly 
passionate about Queens. 

Jeigh Hall, a brand develop-
ment manager for Sela, saw the 
mixer as a chance to promote 
his company’s businesses and 
to meet social media influenc-
ers in the borough.

“There are a lot of people 
who care about Queens,” Hall 
said. 

Loyent Gordon, owner of 
Neir’s Tavern, a restaurant in 
Long Island City, noted that 
social media will be key in 
helping to better promote the 
borough. 

“There’s always a nucleus 
of people that see the future 
and have the ability to pro-
mote the future of Queens,” 
Gordon said. 

Brooklyn resident PJ Poli-
carpio, who works as an edu-
cator at the Queens Museum, 
said Queens is undergoing a 
transformation, commending 
the work that smaller cultural 
institutions can undertake.

“I’m thinking we’re at this 
level where Queens is brand-
ing itself and making a brand,” 
Policarpio said. “I’d be inter-
ested to see where it goes.”

Rob MacKay of the Queens 
Economic Development 
Corporation speaks during the 
mixer.  Photo by Madina Toure

Enthusiasts discuss Queens at social media mixer
Tourism Council hosts event to bring together people passionate about the borough 

Summer
session

L I U  b r o o k l y n

M a k e  y o u r 
S u m m e r  C o u n t

Summer is the perfect time to get ahead or 
catch up on courses that you need to graduate. 
Earn 3 credits in 6 weeks at LIU Brooklyn and 
choose from more than 600 courses.

Day and evening classes are offered and  
courses are open to current LIU Brooklyn  
students, new students, as well as visiting  
students from other colleges and universities.

Classes are small and tutoring is available. 
Review summer course offerings at  
liu.edu/brooklyn/summer and register today!

Summer 1:
May 18–June 29

Summer 2:
July 6–August 16

For more information, visit 
liu.edu/brooklyn/summer

Katha Cato, director of the 
Queens World Film Festival, 
screens an animated film.  

Photo by Madina Toure
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BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest), along with Queens 
Muslim, Jewish and 
Christian school leaders, 
are renewing calls for  
the city to provide more 
security in non-public 
schools.

Lancman formally 
announced the bill at a 
news conference at Ye-
shiva Ketana at 78-15 
Parsons Blvd. in Flush-
ing, along with Rabbi 
Binyomin Kesseler, Ye-
shiva Ketana’s Menahel; 
Ismael Khalil, president 
of Al-Mamoor School at 
85-37 168th St.; and Rob-
ert Lowenberg, principal 
of St. Nicholas of Tolen-
tine School at 80-22 Par-
sons Blvd.

Non-public schools 
are defined as nonprofit 
elementary or secondary 
schools.  

They are calling for 
more security, such as 
the use of video cameras 
or metal detectors and 
the placement of school 
safety officers, Lancman 
said. 

“We are calling on 
the city to treat every 
New York City kid with 
dignity and respect and 
the importance that they 
deserve,” he said. “Every 
kid in our city, whether 
they go to a public school 
or they go to a non-public 
school, is entitled to be 
safe and secure in their 
school.”

Lancman is the co-
sponsor for a bill intro-
duced by City Council-

man David Greenfield 
(D-Brooklyn) in Febru-
ary 2014 that says the 
NYPD should assign no 
less than one school safe-
ty agent to a public or 
non-public school within 
10 business days. 

The bill has received 
support from 46 Council 
members, more than any 
other bill currently be-
fore the City Council, ac-
cording to Lancman. 

He also co-sponsored 
a similar bill introduced 
by City Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
in December 2014 that 
would require the NYPD 
to provide non-public 
schools with more secu-
rity if they ask for it. 

That bill called on the 
NYPD to provide such 
schools with some or all 
of the security services 
that the city Department 
of Education already 
uses to protect children 
in public schools. 

Khalil said the legis-
lation is necessary to en-
sure adequate protection 
for non-public school stu-
dents.

“I believe that this 
bill will provide us 
safety and security be-
cause our children in the 
non-public schools, they 
deserve the same exact 
quality of service from 
the NYPD and the city of 
New York,” he said.

Reach reporter Ma-
dina Toure by e-mail at 
mtoure@ cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Pol wants security 
at private schools

1.01%
APY1

11-Month CD

1Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. The 
minimum balance to earn the stated APY for the 11-month CD is $500. The minimum balance to open the account 
for the 11-month CD is $500.  The interest rate remains fixed until maturity. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals 
before maturity. Fees could reduce earnings. The promotional CD must be opened with new money not currently on 
deposit with the Bank. The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion 
of the bank at any time.

© 2015 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

Saving today 

Great Rate CD!
with a  

Only $500 minimum to 
open and earn interest!

City Councilman Rory Lancman (c.) announces a bill that 
would provide security to nonpublic schools.  

Photo by Madina Toure 
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St. John’s University’s 
Queens commencement cer-
emony is scheduled to take 
place Sunday, May 17, at 10 
a.m. on the Great Lawn of the 
Queens campus at 8000 Utopia 
Parkway in Jamaica Estates. 
Students who attend the Man-
hattan and Oakdale campuses 
will also participate in this 
ceremony. This year’s com-
mencement speaker is Rev. 
David O’Connell, bishop of 
Trenton, N.J. 

The Queens College gen-
eral commencement ceremony 
is taking place Thursday, May 
28, at 9 a.m. on the College 
Quad at 65-30 Kissena Blvd. , 
Flushing. 

 
CUNY: York College’s 

45th commencement will take 
place Friday, May 29, at 9 a.m. 
in the Milton G. Bassin Per-
forming Arts Center 94-45 Guy 
R. Brewer Blvd., between Lib-
erty and Archer avenues. This 
year’s commencement speaker 
is New York State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli.

Queensborough Commu-

nity College’s 54th commence-

ment exercises will take place 
Friday, May 29, at 10 a.m. at the 
school’s athletic fields adjacent 
to 222-05 56th Ave. in Bayside. 
The ceremony will take place 
outside rain or shine; seating 
under the tent will be limited. 
Parking will be free in all cam-
pus lots. No honorary degrees 
are being awarded this year, so 

there is no planned commence-
ment speaker.

Vaughn College of Aero-

nautics and Technology’s 
commencement will take place 
Saturday, May 16, at 10 a.m. at 
the East Elmhurst college’s 
hangar. Borough President 
Melinda Katz will deliver the 

commencement speech.

LaGuardia Community 

College’s commencement is 
at Madison Square Garden 
Thursday, June 4, at 10 a.m. Ce-
cilia Munos, the White House 
director of the Domestic Policy 
Council, will be the keynote 
speaker.

Queens colleges set commencements

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

That’s why 90% of what we do at Calvary 
is caring for the family
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Little Neck’s 
Conti’s closes

Conti’s Ristorante, 249-11 
Northern Blvd., in Little Neck 
has been closed for at least a 
week. The doors are shut and 
the phones and e-mails have 
been going unanswered.

The two-generation family 
enterprise that specialized in 
Italian cuisine closed without 
notice. 

The restaurant was last 
inspected by the city Depart-
ment of Health in October 2014 
and achieved an A grade.

Conti’s did not appear to 
have been shut down by any 
city agency. 

Nick Afthinos has been 
the property owner of Conti’s 
since 1987, according to city 
property records.

Nobody from the restaurant 
could be reached for comment 
despite numerous attempts.

~Tom Momberg

E-MAIL THE NEWSROOM, 
TIMESLEDGERNEWS@

CNGLOCAL.COM
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Spring is being marked in Forest 
Hills with a free giveaway of trees 
Sunday. 

The Forest Hills Tree Giveaway 
has been held annually since 2011. Ac-
cording to the New York Restoration 
Project, the group that runs the event, 
1,250 trees have been given away since 
the program began. This year the non-
profit group will give away about 200 
trees in MacDonald Park. 

Michael Perlman, who organized 
the event, said the need for trees is es-
pecially important after several years 
of natural disasters that left Forest 
Hills a little deforested. In Septem-
ber, Perlman recalled, there was the 
2010 macroburst, followed by Hurri-
cane Irene in August 2011 and  finally 
Superstorm Sandy, the city’s worst 
storm, in October 2012

“As extreme weather patterns in-
tensified in recent years with a mac-
roburst and two hurricanes, numer-
ous trees succumbed within seconds,” 
he said. “It helped influence commu-
nities to preserve mature trees and 
plant new ones.”

The trees will be given away be-

tween 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. and can be 
planted on private property as well as 
in areas around apartment buildings, 
schoolyards and commercial proper-
ties. Adopters can select from five tree 
species: American Elm, Yellowwood, 
Fringe Tree, Red Buckeye and Dawn 
Redwood. At previous events, the or-
ganization gave away Black Gum, 
Magnolia and Tulip trees. The give-
away is part of a citywide program, 
which according to organizers, aims 
to correspond with MillionTreesNYC, 
an initiative to green public spaces.

People who are interested in get-
ting a tree do not have to be from For-
est Hills, according to the event’s orga-
nizers, but the trees have to be planted 
somewhere in the five boroughs. 

“These are great native trees that 
provide shade, food and shelter to 
animals or tend to offer classic shapes 
such as the ‘V’ of the American Elm,” 
said Mike Mitchell, director of the 
New York Restoration Project. “A 
stately excurrent growth pattern 
can be found in the Dawn Redwood 
with its red, peeling bark, and stun-
ning flowers can be observed on the 
Fringe Tree, Yellowwood, and Red 
Buckeye.” 

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

A non-profit group that serves men-
tally disabled people is settling into 
a new service home in Woodhaven, 
despite an unsettled controversy that 
was stirred more than a year ago.

HeartShare Human Services of 
New York held a dedication ceremony 
Monday for its year-old houses at 92-19 
89th Ave. The houses serve 10 mentally 
disabled residents. Among the servic-
es HeartShare provides, it has several 
homes across New York City for adults 
and children with such disabilities as 
autism. 

The two-story house in Woodhaven 
was built in 2013, but community lead-
ers and residents complained that 
HeartShare rushed through the ap-
proval process, and that not enough 
public input was given. 

“People hear group home and they 
don’t understand what we’re trying to 
achieve,” said Jennifer Reres, a spokes-
woman for HeartShare. “Once they 
knew what HeartShare was all about 
they accepted us.”

Reres said members of the group 
attended a meeting with the Wood-

haven Residents Block Association, a 
civic group in the area. Since the house 
opened last year, residents and com-
munity  board 9 have not   complained 
about the organization, according to 
Reres.    But for the time being, they 
are reserving judgment to see how the 
house is run. Many worried about an 
increase in traffic on a corner near 
Woodhaven Boulevard that is consid-
ered to be very dangerous, according 
to state Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D- How-
ard Beach)

The Woodhaven house is divided 

Jackie, who has autism, watches "I Love 
Lucy." By Eric Jankiewicz

NYRA is giving away trees 
for free in Forest Hills event

House for handicapped
celebrates in Woodhaven 

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

The Brooklyn Queens Diocese honored Christ the King High School at a special ceremony in recognition of 
its efforts as the leading Catholic high school in the Brooklyn/Queens Diocese for blood donations.  

For the second year in a row, Christ the King High School is the #1 Catholic high school in the Brooklyn 
Queens Diocese to donate blood and, in turn, help those in need. CK has also been recognized for the largest 
increase of blood donations.   Last year, Christ the King donated 337 pints of blood.

 Through our partnership with the New York Blood Center, Christ the King has been able to positively 
impact the lives of more than 1,000 patients in need. 

 CK President, Michael Michel stated, “I want to thank everyone who donated blood and those who 
volunteered for this important community event.  The CK Community has proven once again its commitment to 
Faith, Academic Achievement and Service to the Community.  This is truly a great achievement and honor.” 

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Honored by Brooklyn Queens Diocese

CK Principal Peter Mannarino; Parent Coordinator, Lisa Horner; CK senior & Student Coordinator, Carly Nieves; 
CK Blood Drive Coordinator, Alice Wenz & Diocese of Brooklyn Blood Program Chair, Bishop Sanchez.

Continued on Page 50 
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As Queens street fairs go, LIC Springs is still a baby. This is only its 
second year. But you’d be hard pressed to find another one like it. 
Sponsored by the LIC Partnershsip, vendors are limited primarily to 
businesses on Vernon Boulevard and organizations already in the neigh-
borhood. That means the steets were filled with exotic dancers from the 
Martinez Dance Studios, a pasta-eating contest in front of Manducatis 
Rustica, YMCA synchronized workouts, restaurant tasting plates, out-
door makeovers from hair salons and  bands from jazz to salsa to punk.  

Photos by Michael Shain and LIC Partnership 

Best of LIC Springs

Very special athletes
Under a grey, threatening sky, the Special Olympics in Forest Park drew 
hundreds of athletes and volunteer coaches from Queens and Brooklyn. 
The competition was stiff in track-and-field events like the 50-yard dash 
and the standing broad jump. And in another corner of the park, softball 
skills were being tested by age group. And it was gold, silver and bronze 
medals for the top finishers, who proudly showed off their hardware.  

Photos by Michael Shain
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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Receive a free fl oral package for your Wedding with a maximum value of $1,000. 
Choose any Wedding Dress that is available with a maximum value of $800 and any headpiece available with a maximum value of $500 

(If more expensive items are purchased you will receive a credit toward your purchase)
Drawing will take place June 30, 2015. Contest only for couples getting married before 12/31/2016. No cash value. 

For a complete list of contest rules go to www.cnglocal.com/weddingcontest/rules.

CNG WEDDING GUIDE PRESENTS

The Great Bridal Sweepstakes
One lucky bride will receive over $3,000 in prizes

Delicate sequin embellished 
embroidery on tulle drape 
the bodice in this form fi tting 
fi t and fl are gown. Finished 
with a sweetheart neckline 
and corset back closure.
Available in blush or ivory.

Wedding dress substitutions 
available at same values. 
See below for details.

This 
beautiful 

wedding dress 
from

Maggie 
Sottero’s 
“Haven”

$1,000 in Flowers from This 
stunning 

headpiece 
from

To enter go to www.cnglocal.com/weddingcontest

Stunning bridal head-
piece custom designed 
by Bridal Styles Boutique, 
encrusted with Swarovski 
crystal and delicate 
seed pearls.

Headpiece substitutions 
available at same values. 
See below for details.

You will receive a free hair and 
make-up tryout with one of our 
top bridal hairstylist and make-
up artists. Services include up-
do or down-do, and full make-
up application with airbrush 
and lashes. In between your 
trial day and your Big Day, re-
ceive haircut and full color ser-
vices, including single process 
and highlights. Finally, on your 
Wedding Day, sit back and re-
lax while we bring it all together 
and deliver a customized hair 
and make-up look.

$900 Hair, Makeup and Color package from

including a free hair 
and make-up tryout

PILO ARTS SALON

and Decoratorsand Decorators
Marine FloristsMarine Florists

We can custom make your fl oral or silk arrangement.
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BY MADINA TOURE

Some 600 Queens residents 
got a taste of everything from 
mini-burgers to sushi Tues-
day at the 13th annual Queens 
Taste at the New York Hall of 
Science in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. 

The networking and culi-
nary event held at 47-01 111th 
St. had 67 vendors that repre-
sented a combination of restau-
rants, beverages and desserts, 
15 of which are brand-new 
restaurants, according to Rob 
MacKay, the Queens Econom-
ic Development Corporation’s 
director of marketing.

There were about 25 differ-
ent cuisines, including Argen-
tinian, Mexican, Colombian, 
Portuguese and French, he 
said. 

“We’re basically just cel-
ebrating Queens, celebrat-
ing the food and diversity 
of Queens and networking 
with other people who work 
in Queens, live in Queens or 
both,” MacKay said. 

Ceul Martinez, the chef for 

La Adelita at 52-22 Roosevelt 
Ave. in Woodside, participated 
in the event for the third time 
this year. He served taquitos 
and tostadas to attendees, who 
he said kept coming to try 
more. 

“We like  because they have 
promotion for the food,” Mar-
tinez said.

Eleonora Greco of Magna 
Ristorante at 35-25 Farrington 
St. in downtown Flushing said 
the event is a great network-
ing opportunity. 

“We love meeting people in 
Queens and our fellow vendors 
… it’s a big family here,” Greco 
said. 

The event also featured 
new restaurants, including 
Villa Enrico at Z NYC Hotel at 
11-01 43rd Ave. in Long Island 
City. 

Thanos Sideris, the res-
taurant’s floor manager, said 
the event was an opportunity 
to showcase the restaurant’s 
shift from a lounge atmo-
sphere to more traditional Ital-
ian cuisine.

“We see people come back 

three or four times, that’s how 
I know they’re enjoying it,” 
Sideris said. 

The event also featured F. 
Ottomanelli Burgers & Bel-
gian Fries at 60-15 Woodside 
Ave. in Woodside, which has 
been in business for 100 years.

“It’s selling out,” said Frank 
Ottomanelli, the restaurant’s 
owner. “We can’t cook them 

fast enough.”
St. Albans resident Joanne 

Nabors said she enjoyed the 
chicken wings from Neir’s 
Tavern 87-48 78th St. in Wood-
haven.

“The food is good,” Nabors 
said. “I like the way it’s set up. 
It’s crowded but it’s manage-
able.”

Tickets cost $125 or two 

for $200. Proceeds will fund 
QEDC’s work to bring in and 
maintain jobs in Queens 
through business services, 
neighborhood development, 
the Entrepreneur Space and 
marketing attractions through 
the Queens Tourism Council 
and the It’s in Queens and Dis-
cover Queens brands. 

Borough President Melinda Katz speaks at the annual Queens Taste at 
the Hall of Science.  Photo by Madina Toure

Residents enjoy great cuisine at Queens Taste
 

Restaurants spanning a variety of neighborhoods serve samples at Hall of Science 

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Kfir Kerdes, Villa Enrico's chef, 
presents one of the restaurant's 
dishes served during the event.  

Photo by Madina Toure
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Flushing resident Chris-
tine Colligan was honored 
with a “Women of Distinction” 
award by the state Senate last 
week for her work with the 
Korean American Parents As-
sociation of Greater New York, 
or KAPA-GNY, and her service 
to Queens.

Colligan was presented 
with the award alongside her 
daughter, Sarah Colligan, be-
fore the Senate by state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), who 
nominated her. He recognized 
Colligan’s support not only to 
the Korean community, but 
also to others throughout the 
borough. 

“Ms. Colligan’s core values 
of family and education are 
mirrored in the work she has 
done to improve the lives of 
the countless people she has 
touched over the last 30 years, 
and her work should serve as 
an inspiration and reminder 
to us all that there is always 
a way to help others,” Avella 
said in a statement.

Colligan implemented pro-
grams and services at KAPA-

GNY that give parents the re-
sources to better connect with 
their children’s schools as well 
as more of a say in what hap-
pens there. She continues to 
hold monthly workshops to es-
tablish communication among 
parents to learn what they can 
do to further their children’s 
education.

The Korean immigrant has 
lived in Flushing since 1984, 
when she started working as 
a translator to help Korean-
American students succeed 
in school. In 2008, Colligan 
launched a program which 
allowed a group of Korean 
teachers to visit city schools 
and learn American teaching 
practices.

She later served as an am-
bassador for the Teach and 
Learn scholarship program, 
for American college students 
to teach English in rural Ko-
rea. Colligan has supported 
several pieces of state legisla-
tion, and helped advocate for 
the recognition of the Lunar 
New Year as a holiday on the 
Department of Education’s cal-
endar.Christine Colligan (c) accepts the Woman of Distinction award from state Sen. Tony Avella, with her daughter, 

Sarah. Photo courtesy of State Sen. Avella

Flushing woman honored by NY Senate

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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MONDAY MAY 25, 2015 at 12 NOON
Whitestone Memorial Park  
149th Street & 15th Drive

Fly the American Flag!

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
sponsored by

WHITESTONE VETERANS MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION, INC.
In Remembrance of our Deceased Comrades

Parade Participants:

AMERICAN LEGION POST 131
JEWISH WAR VETERANS POST 415

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS POST 4787
and Members of our 

WHITESTONE COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
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WE ARE OPEN LATE! WE ARE OPEN LATE! 

 FIND YOUR PERFECT FIND YOUR PERFECT

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A  
OVER 3,000 CARSOVER 3,000 CARS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 5/15/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

20k miles, Stk#3788

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2012 Mercedes E350, 20k 11628 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Acura TL, 17k 7918 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes C300, 14k  3824 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

*Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be applied to advertised cars. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY
RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY!

 MATCH WITH MATCH WITH

CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 5/15/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

43k miles, Stk#3793

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k  8314 $6,995
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

TO CHOOSE FROM!TO CHOOSE FROM!
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY STEVEN BARNES

That landmark of Queens Boulevard, the deco-style 
Ridgewood Savings Bank opened its doors in 1940. 
Ridgewood officials pose at the building's distinctive bow-
front at a celebration of its 75th anniversary.    

Photo by Eric Jankiewicz

The Metropolitan Avenue Street Fair brings out the ethnic 
food trucks, including this one specializing in Hungarian 
fare from Langos Truck.  Photo by Michael Shain

At the annual Queensborough Community College gala (l-r) 
Francis Korzekwinski, Flushing Savings Bank; Liren Wei, Wei, 
Wei & Co.; Dr. Diane Call, president, QCC; Steve Kasomenakis 
for Alumna Partner of the Year Vicki Kasomenakis, ‘81; and 
Rosemary Sullivan Zins, vice president for institutional ad-
vancement, QCC.  Photo courtesy of QCC

Council member Paul Vallone and Corey Johnson (c), with 
the leaders of several animal welfare groups, are pushing 
for the city to establish animal shelters in each borough, 
 including Queens.  Photo courtesy of Council member Vallone

At the Greater Jamaica Development Corporation meet-
ing, it’s all smiles for (l-r) Co-chair William Martin, Levar 
Haffoney of the GJDC, Nancy Condon and Adrian Johnson 
of NY’s Partnership for a Healthier Queens, Jamaica NAACP 
President Leroy Gadsden, and GJDC Co-chair Philippa 
Karteron.  Photo by Walter Karling

At the Queens County Bar Association's  annual dinner at 
the Terrace on the Park, Brandy Beltas (l), winner of the 
Bar Association President's Pro Bono Service Award, and 
Tawakalitu Amusa, this year's Scholarship Award winner, 
show off their honors. Photo by Walter Karling

Council member Jimmy Van Bramer, who has revealed that 
his family was homeless for a while in the 1970s, brought his 
mother, Elizabeth, to Mayor de Blasio's press conference in 
Corona on homeless shelters.  Photo by Michael Shain

Violinist Alex Markov (c), the prize-winning Russian-
American musician, is surrounded by admiring students 
after his performance at Frank Sinatra High School of the 
Arts in Astoria.   Photo courtsy of Frank Sinatra High School
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DISCOVER
HIGH-QUALITY, AFFORDABLE EDUCATION!  
IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO APPLY FOR FALL 2015!

Private, nonprofit four-year 
colleges and universities 

$31,231*
Average U.S. tuition & fees per year 

* Source: The College Board

  

$5,190*
Tuition & fees per year 

* New York State residents

222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364
www.qcc.cuny.edu/admissions
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BY MADINA TOURE

The Big Apple Circus is 
hosting a brand-new show 
called “Metamorphosis” un-
der the Big Top in Cunning-
ham Park in Fresh Meadows 
starting this weekend. 

The two-hour show, which 
will run from May 17 through 
June 14 at the park at 196-22 
Union Turnpike, is described 
as a dreamscape domain in 
which no individual sits more 
than 50 feet away from the 
ring. 

The show will feature a Fly-
ing Trapeze, the rolla-bolla, the 
Diablo, the Risley team, Fran-
cesco the Clown, the quick-
change act and contortionists. 
There will be a 15-minute in-
termission as well. 

“It’s really a show about 
magic and transformation,” 
said Phil Thurston, a press 
representative for the Big Ap-
ple Circus. 

“It’s filled with great won-
der. You’ll see acts with a liv-
ing carousel and you’ll see, of 

course, the flying trapeze,” he 
said. “You’ll see a performer 
who is in the beginning of the 
show is sort of like a caterpil-
lar and she metamorphoses 
into a butterfly.”

He said having the show 
in Queens will enable them to 
get people who do not travel to 
Manhattan, for example, be-
cause it is far. 

“People can come from all 
around who might not get to 
see it otherwise,” Thurston 
said. 

The well-known Big Apple 
Circus Band will play during 
the show under the direction 
of maestro Rob Slowik. The 
show will also include ring-
master John Kennedy Kane. 

The circus is offering two 
performances May 17 for spec-
tators’ convenience at 12:30 
p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Big Apple Circus to debut new show 

The camels used in the show roll in the saw-
dust-covered pens just behind the tent.  

Photo by Michael Shain

The bearded man, Michael Leclair (r), is the Big Apple Circus' 
tentmaster. For more than 15 years, he been in charge of 
raising the 63-foot high Big Top when the circus travels 
from city to city.  Photo by Michael Shain

Workers begin to set support poles around the perimeter of the Big Top's 140-foot diameter.  
Photo by Michael Shain
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Your Future Starts NOW!

Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

F J E
and Q24, Q56

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
a division of

SECURITY GUARD TRAINING

a division of

L M and Q58, Q55, B52,
B26, B54

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

F J E
and Q24, Q56

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT

 

 

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 15–21, 2015 37  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

A Far Rockaway resident 
was among those who were 
killed in the Amtrak train 
derailment Tuesday night in 
Philadelphia and the engi-
neer was identified as a resi-
dent of Forest Hills.

Justin Zemser was return-
ing to New York City from 
his studies at the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Maryland, ac-
cording to state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach).  

“Many in Rockaway, 
including my staff mem-
ber Sandee Doremus, had 
known Justin since he was 
a child and knew him to be 
a good Rockaway neighbor,” 
Addabbo said. in a state-
ment. “Justin’s commitment 
to serve our country is still 
and always will be greatly 
appreciated.”

Officials identified the 
engineer, who was at the con-
trols of the Northeast Region-
al Train 188, as Brandon Bos-
tian.  The 32-year-old Amtrak 

employee lives in Forest Hills 
and survived the  crash, ac-
cording to authorities, which 
killed at least seven people 
and injured more than 200.

The train was traveled at 
a speed of at least 100 miles 
per house, which is twice the 
speed limit for that section 
of the track in Philadelphia, 
according to the National 
Transportation Safety Board.

Zemser, the 20-year-old 
midshipman, was on leave 
and on the way home when 
the train derailed, according 
to a statement from the acad-
emy. The Annapolis, Md., 
school notified the brigade 
of midshipmen, staff and fac-
ulty of his death Wednesday 
morning.

Zemser interned at one 
point for Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), ac-
cording to the councilman’s 
office. 

“Today, the Rockaway 
community mourns the death 
of Justin Zemser, a local resi-
dent and former intern in my 

office, who lost his life last 
night in the tragic Amtrak 
train derailment,” Ulrich 
said. “Justin was truly a 
bright, talented and patri-
otic young man. My deepest 
prayers and sympathy go out 
to his family and friends who 
are grieving during this very 
difficult time. He will be sore-
ly missed by all who knew 
and loved him.”

 Bostian was accompanied 
by a lawyer when he met with 
police Wednesday, NY 1 re-
ported.

Soon after the crash, pho-
tos were posted on Twitter 
from witnesses depicting 
emergency responders sort-
ing through wrecked train 
cars. 

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

AARP gives you the information to 
help care for your loved ones, just like 
they did with you once. You don’t have 
to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for 
help. Visit our website or call now to 
get practical health and wellness tips 
to provide even better care for those 
who once took care of you.
We provide you information to 
give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

Justin Zemser was returning home to Rockaway Beach from the Naval 
Academy in Annapoils. Photo courtesy of CUNY TV

Rockaway resident dies in Amtrak crash
Engineer of doomed Northeast Corridor train identifi ed as 32-year-old from Forest Hills
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mentation that the require-
ments of the contracting pro-
cess were met. We simply can 
and must do better on behalf 
of the 60,000 people, includ-
ing nearly 25,000 children, 
who are under our care.”

Samaritan Village and the 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices deferred to the Mayor’s 
Office for reaction.

 “The city is sending SWAT 
teams to do top-to-bottom in-
spections and repairs at over 
500 shelters,” spokeswoman 
Ishanee Parikh said. “By 
bringing providers into con-
tract, we can ensure greater 
oversight of and accountabili-
ty from our providers moving 
forward. Stalling this process 
doesn’t help those in need.”

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), 
who represents the nearly 
200 homeless families in 
the Elmhurst shelter, said 
it “wasn’t surprising” that 
Stringer rejected the per-
manent contract. “There 
were warning signs from the 
very beginning when they 
moved the families in last 
June,” Dromm said. “We’ve 
been raising these concerns 
throughout the whole pro-

cess. We thought many of 
these issues were resolved, 
but they weren’t.”

The 216-units at the Pan 
American lack kitchens, 
which are required by law. 
The improper disposal of the 
shelter’s trash has led to the 
discovery of rats last month.

“The Department of Sani-
tation should be making dai-
ly trash pick-ups, that’s some-
thing the mayor’s office can 
address,” Dromm added.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) testified against 
the contract approval at the 
city’s public hearing based 
on evidence that the facility 
is mismanaged. 

“I fully support the comp-
troller’s decision to reject Sa-
maritan Village’s contract to 
operate a permanent shelter 
at the site until all of these is-
sues have been resolved,” she 
said.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) called on Mayor 
de Blasio to immediately re-
move DHS Commissioner 
Gilbert Taylor and appoint 
a new leader. “Clearly, the 
situation at Pan Am is out of 
control,” Avella said. “It is un-
acceptable that children and 
families must live under these 
deplorable conditions at a shel-
ter that is supposed to provide 
assistance.”

years, and I congratulate him 
on his new role as the majority 
leader and temporary presi-
dent of the Senate.”

State Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park), who 
was among the Senate Dem-
ocrats who walked off the 
floor last week to protest the 
Republicans’ refusal to hold 
a vote on Skelos’ status, said 
Skelos should have stepped 
down last week. 

“Yes, he should keep his 
seat but he should not be the 
Senate majority leader,” he 
said. 

Flanagan said he plans to 
“lead and listen” and “rebuild 
the public’s trust.”

“With less than six weeks 
remaining in this year’s ses-
sion, I look forward to work-
ing with all of the members 
of this chamber — Democrats 
and Republicans, upstate and 
downstate — to do the serious 
and important work we were 
all elected to do,” Flanagan 
said in a statement. 

In a statement, Skelos said 
he would step down so that 
he would not distract from 
the work that the Senate Re-
publicans have done, noting 
the “tremendous toll” the af-

fair has taken on his family. 
“I believe very strongly that 
the Senate Republican Con-
ference is well-positioned to 
grow for the future,” Skelos 
said. “While I will no longer 
be its leader, I am confident 
that this conference will be 
guided by capable and steady 
hands, and that we will con-
tinue to build on all that has 
been accomplished for the 
people of this great state.”

Skelos, 67, was charged 
with using his position to 
pressure two companies into 
giving nearly $200,000 in com-
missions to his son Adam, 32, 
according to a criminal com-
plaint filed by the office of 
U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara.

Last week, the Senate 
Democratic Conference in-
troduced a motion from state 
Sen. Daniel Squadron (D-
Lower Manhattan) to have 
the full Senate vote on wheth-
er to take away the two roles, 
along with the salaries, from 
Skelos. 

But the Republicans re-
fused to call the vote, lead-
ing Democrats to walk off the 
Senate floor. 

If convicted, Skelos and his 
son face up to 20 years on the 
extortion and honest services 
fraud charges and 10 years 
for soliciting bribes, Bharara 
and the FBI said. 

City Council Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito congratu-
lated Flanagan.

“With so many important 
legislative issues in Albany 
— from affordable housing to 
education to paid family leave 
— it’s essential that the legis-
lature be able to continue its 
critical work and I look for-
ward to working with Senator 
Flanagan to make New York a 
better place,” Mark-Viverito 
said. 

Senate Democratic Confer-
ence Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins also congratulated 
Flanagan, but said a lot of 
work remains to be done dur-
ing the remainder of the 2015 
legislative session. 

“Unfortunately, today is 
not a day for celebrations, it 
is simply another reminder of 
the culture of corruption that 
has plagued Albany for too 
long and must be addressed,” 
Stewart-Cousins said in a 
statement. “I urge the Senate 
Republican Majority to join 
with the Senate Democrats 
to clean up Albany and truly 
reform how state government 
operates.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Skelos
Continued from Page 5 

Pan Am
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LIU Brooklyn congratulates the graduates who 
were awarded bachelors, masters, and doctoral 
degrees, as well as associates degrees and  
�����������	
����
����
�
������	���������
Commencement. The university community 
proudly welcomes our newest graduates to  
a global network of over 200,000 alumni.
 
Learn more at LIU.edu and stay connected  
with the LIU Brooklyn alumni community  
at LIU.edu/Alumni. 

Congratulations 
Graduates!

• ��������
�	�����	���	�������

• 825 baccalaureate recipients
• 291 doctoral recipients
• ���������������	����
�	��degree recipients
• ��������������	
����
��	�������

• ��������
������	���	�������


Proudly celebrating:

Brooklyn’s newest generation of young 
graduates celebrated their educational suc-
cess in a momentous occasion at LIU Brook-
lyn’s Commencement ceremony on May 12 at 
the Barclays Center.  

The LIU community recognized Brook-
lyn cultural leader and President of Brook-
lyn Academy of Music (BAM), Karen Brooks 
Hopkins, and awarded her an LIU Honorary 
Doctorate. Hopkins has played a transfor-
mative role in broadening and redefi ning 
Brooklyn’s cultural landscape through pre-
mier performing arts programming at BAM 
and its affi liates in Downtown Brooklyn.

Political Science Major Named Valedictorian 
Navil Infante, an Honors student and Polit-

ical Science major, was named valedictorian 
of the 2015 graduating class and presented 
the student address during Commencement 
ceremonies. Infante was awarded New York 
City’s prestigious Jeannette K. Watson Fel-

lowship and worked at a national nonprofi t 
organization and a leading multinational 
law fi rm. Infante will spend her last Watson 
Fellow internship in Costa Rica teaching 
English to children from impoverished com-
munities. 

Distinction and Scholarship
A crowd of nearly 10,000 graduates, proud 

families, guests, and university offi cials 
gathered at Commencement 2015 to celebrate 
the achievements of 291 doctoral candidates, 
1,068  master’s degree candidates, 88 dual 
bachelor’s/master’s candidates, 825 bac-
calaureate students, 20 associate’s degree 
recipients, and 67 who have completed ad-
vanced certifi cates.

Geographically, the class represents 
35 states and 40 nations from 6 continents 
around the world. It included 235 interna-
tional students, decorated service veterans, 
and award-winning student athletes. A large 

number of students graduated with honors: 
8 with distinction in honors; 61 with hon-
ors designation; 78 Summa Cum Laude; 62 
Magna Cum Laude; and 146 Cum Laude.  

Degrees and certifi cates were conferred 
to graduates of LIU Brooklyn, LIU Global, 
LIU Pharmacy, and LIU Hudson. 

For more information on the LIU Brooklyn 
Commencement ceremonies, visit www.liu.
edu/brooklyn/commencement. 

LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY
LIU is one of the nation’s largest private 

universities. Since its founding in 1926, LIU 
has provided high quality academic programs 
taught by world-class faculty.  LIU offers 500 
accredited programs to more than 20,000 stu-
dents and has a network of over 200,000 alumni 
that includes leaders in industries across the 
globe. Visit liu.edu for more information.

LIU Brooklyn Honors Class of 2015 
with Commencement Celebration
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

If you think Brooklyn when 
you hear the word brewery, 
think again. 

Queens has more brewer-
ies than any other borough, 
and new ones are popping up 
all the time.

In honor of this, the second 
annual Queens Beer Week 

continues through this week-
end with events at dozens of 
bars, restaurants and brewer-
ies, all leading up to the finale 
May 17 at Finback Brewery in 
Glendale to mark its one-year 
anniversary. 

“Myself and a few other bar 
managers and owners came 
up with Queens Beer Week 
last year as a way to encour-

age New York Cityers to come 
and visit all the great neigh-
borhood bars and breweries 
here in Queens,” Dan Bron-
son, Queens Beer Week orga-
nizer and manager of Crescent 
and Vine in Astoria, said. “We 
have such a storied and per-
sonable nightlife scene, and it 
was time we threw ourselves, 
and several thousand guests, 
a party. We believe strongly 
in local business and our re-
gional economy, and we want 
QBW to continue to be a non-
profit, no-cost week to bolster 
our amazing borough.”

Although more than 70 
breweries are taking part this 
year, SingleCut Beersmiths 
(19-33 37th St., Astoria) is once 
again brewing the official beer 
of QBW. 

But its tap list also includes 
a new India Pale Ale called “Is 
This the Real Life?” Cherry 
Sour Lagrrr and Hibiscus 
Sour Lagrrr. 

Over at Sunswick 35/35 
(35-02 35th St., Astoria), beer 
buyer and manager Tommy 

Ortega is overseeing the Beer 
Week events. 

“We’ll be turning over 
just about all of our 24 taps to 
all the great breweries cur-
rently operating in Queens,” 
Ortega said. “For someone 
who has sold beer in the bor-
ough in some form or another 
since 2004, it’s amazing how 
much the craft beer scene has 
grown.”

The venue’s showcase event 

SECOND QUEENS BEER WEEK COVERS 
BOROUGH IN A HEADY BREW OF ALES

Pictured top, Big Alice Brewing co-founder Kyle Hurst helped create the 
first Queens Beer Week last year. 

Continued on Page 46

TimesLedger, May 15-21, 2015

k i

Raise a 
glass of 

Suds

Sudoku 42 
Crossword Puzzle 44 

Arts & Entertainment 44 
Guide to Dining 47 



42    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, MAY 15–21, 2015 TL

Answers in Sports

PRODUCTIONS

“Golda’s Balcony” — Tovah Feldshuh 
brings her portrait of Golda Meir, which set 
a Broadway record for longest run of a one-
woman show, to Queens. 
When: Saturday, May 16, at 8 pm, and Sunday, 
May 17, at 2 pm
Where:  Goldstein Theatre, Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts at Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $35 - $42
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

“The Queen Bees” — The world premiere of 
a new jukebox musical by Rob Urbinati follows 
three high-school friends from Queens in the 
1960s, who form a girls band, and try to hit it 
big. 
When: Through May 17
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave. South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“Merrily We Roll Along” — Astoria Performing 
Arts Center presents the Stephen Sondheim and 
George Furth cult musical that begins at the end 
and proceeds backwards in time. 
When: Through May 23
Where: APAC, Good Shepherd United 

Methodist Church, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Cost: $18/adult, $12/students and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Our Lady of 121st Street” — Stephen Adly 
Guirgis’ dark comedy involves a reunion of 
friends who gather at a funeral home after 
the death of beloved nun and activist Sister 
Rose. 
When: Through May 23
Where: LaGuardia Performing Arts Center, 31-10 
Thomson Ave. Long Island City
Cost: $10/general admission, $8/students
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.lpac.nyc

“Urinetown” — This recent Broadway 
musical comedy is a satire on the legal 
system, capitalism, social irresponsibility, 
politics and even musical theater. In the 
near future, a 20-year drought has outlawed 
private toilets, forcing citizens to use public 
facilities run by a monopoly. 
When: May 23 - May 24, May 29 - May 31 and 
June 5 -June 6
Where: Parkside Players at Grace Lutheran 
Church, 103-15 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.com

Continued on Page 44

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

LUNCH SPECIALS
$795

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 12 NOON–3P.M.

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD
CAESAR

GARDEN
*ADD GRILLED CHICKEN + $3
*ADD GRILLED SHRIMP + $4

SANDWICHES
MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE

SAUSAGE & PEPPER
** PARMIGIANA ON REQUEST

Pasta 
Dishes

Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

NO SUBSTITUTIONS 
OR TAKEOUT
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Long Island City’s Noguchi 
Museum is marking its 30th 
anniversary with a year-long 
celebration of the Japanese-
American artist’s legacy. That 
celebration kicks off with the 
museum’s Spring Benefit May 
19.

Isamu Noguchi, whose ca-
reer went from the early 1920s 
until his death in 1988, made 
sculptures and public works 
but is perhaps best known for 
his modern furniture designs, 
most notably the Noguchi ta-
ble – which combines a curved 
wooden base with a free-form 
glass top. 

“Isamu Noguchi was a tru-
ly protean artist, ignoring the 
boundaries between art and 
design and fine and applied art 
long before this was widely ac-
cepted,” Jenny Dixon, director 
of the Noguchi Museum, said. 
“The museum he created 30 
years ago may well be the tru-
est embodiment of Noguchi’s 
multifaceted artistic practice. 
In celebrating this anniver-
sary, we look not only inward 
and backward, at Noguchi and 
the museum, but also outward 

and ahead, with exhibitions 
that examine the ways in 
which some of the ideas and 
materials that were central 
to Noguchi’s work have been 
and continue to be explored by 

other artists.”
In honor of the anniversary, 

three major exhibitions will 
be presented throughout the 
year into 2016. The three exhi-
bitions will be Isamu Noguchi 

at Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 
Museum of Stones and Tom 
Sachs: Tea Ceremony.

Isamu Noguchi at Brook-
lyn Botanic Garden runs Sept. 
8 - Dec. 14. 

A variety of Noguchi’s 
sculptures will be presened 
throughout the garden’s out-
door and indoor spaces.

Noguchi wanted his work 

Three major exhibitions are being planned to mark the 30th anniversary of Long Island City’s Noguchi Museum. 

Noguchi Museum celebrates 30th birthday

Continued on Page 46

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Douglaston, NY 11363 • Phone 718-224-8787

@Douglaston_Manor   @Douglaston Manor    Or The Douglaston Manor

The Mansion At Douglaston Manor - Queens Premier Wedding Venue
Please Join Us

Thursday, May 28th, 2015, from 6:30pm - 10pm
For Our Amazing Bridal Showcase

Featuring Vendors For DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors. 

Have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful cuisine 

the chef & his culinary staff have prepared for you.
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EVENTS

It’s My Park Day— At 
parks around the borough, 
volunteers will help clean 
up, rake leaves, remove 
trash and paint benches. 
When: Saturday, May 16, 
from 9 am - 1 pm
Where: Astoria Heights 
Playground, Wallenburg 
Square in Forest Park, 
Weeping Beech Park, 
Travers Park, Turtle 
Playground, Queensbridge 
Park and Charybdis 
Playground in Astoria Park
Cost: Free
Website:  www.
nycgovparks.org

Freshwater Fishing — The 
Urban Rangers lead a catch-
and-release fi shing program 
open to children 8 and older. 
All equipment is provided on 
a fi rst-come basis. 
When: Sunday, May 17, at 
1 pm
Where: Baisley Pond Park, 
Baisley Boulevard and 155th 
Street
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Website:  www.
nycgovparks.org

Bird Watching Around 
Strack Pond —  Jean 
Loscalzo of the Queens 
County Bird Club leads an 
early morning bird watching 
walk. 
When: Saturday, May 23, 
from 8 am - 10 am
Where: Forest Park Visitor 
Center, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4462
Website:  www.
nycgovparks.org

Alley Pond Park 
Adventure Course: Free 
Sundays — This two-hour 
adventure course includes 
both low and high elements 
and is open to individuals 
and groups. Space is limited 
and participants must be 
at least eight years old. 
Sneakers are required. 
During July and August, 
pre-registration is required. 
When: Through Nov. 1, 
Sundays from 9:30 am - noon
Where: Alley Pond Park 
Adventure Center, Oakland 

Gardens
Cost: Free, register at 
nycgovparks.org/programs/
rangers/registration
Contact: (718) 217-4685
Website:  www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

Queens College Choral 
Society — For its 74th 
annual Spring Concert, QC’s 
Choral Society presents 
Fauré’s “Requiem” paired 
with Poulenc’s “Gloria.”
When: Saturday, May 16, at 
8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $25/general 
admission, $5/QC students 
with ID at box offi ce only
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website:  www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Metis Concert Series — 
Alon Nechushtan Jazz Trio 
performs jazz standards 
and original compositions. 
When: Sunday, May 17, at 4 pm
Where: The Community 
Church of Little Neck, 46-16 
Little Neck Parkway, Little 
Neck
Cost: $25
Contact: (516) 238-1884

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Ed Canty

The Big Apple
Across
1. Remain unsettled
5. 20% of MCCLV
9. Atkins diet no-nos
14. Pack away
15. Muddy up
16. Ready for anything
17. "No problem"
18. "The ___ Love" 
(Al Jolson tune)
19. Craze
20. Busy area of 
Manhattan
23. It precedes "the 
land of the free"
24. Hindu Mr.
25. Scuttlebutt
27. GI's cureall pill
30. Stains
32. Marchers' beliefs
36. Vaughan of jazz
38. 15-ball cluster
40. Numero uno
41. Big Apple tourist 
attraction
44. NASA subj.
45. Calculus 
calculation
46. The Little Mermaid
47. Batik artist's skill
49. E.P.A. concern
51. Doctor's charge
52. Glow
54. Something often 
twisted apart
56. "60 Minutes" airer
59. Big Apple 
landmark
64. Monopoly 
purchase

66. Like a good loser?
67. Civil War's Robt. 
___
68. Battery terminal
69. It helps you get 
a leg up
70. Great review
71. Pop choice
72. Fringe
73. PGA part

Down
1. Attention-getter
2. Case for tweezers 
and such
3. Standard
4. Hardly Mr. Cool
5. Singing Bing
6. Vanquisher
7. In ___ of 
(replacing)

8. Trojan War epic
9. Cell phone feature
10. Miss. neighbor
11. Attorney General 
Janet
12. French cheese
13. Christmas tree 
topper
21. Hindu holy man
22. Talk show host 
Lake
26. Potato, e.g
27. Syrian president
28. Easy mark
29. Orange container
31. Hotel amenities
33. Printing flourish
34. First name in 
perfume
35. Newspaper 
section

37. Skylit lobbies
39. A loud and 
persistent noise
42. Tidal bore
43. Bread boiled 
and baked
48. Cores
50. Creamsicle color
53. Cavern, in poetry
55. Met offering
56. Crack from 
dryness
57. Shade of white
58. VCR button
60. Impact sound
61. "Poor me!"
62. Tach units
63. Sharp
65. Asner and 
Begley

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73
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ANSWERS

ALL CAPP'S WORLD
S A A B A B O D E S I D E
A L D O L U R E R A N N E
F E A R L E S S F O S D I C K
E X P A T R I O T C A T
C I T R T E N A T I O N
O S S E R A D A R A D O

R U S D I S A S T E R
D A I S Y M A E A B N E R

T I G E R R A G L S U
O R R O U T E R B A S S
M E E T U P O C T C P A

E A T S E C R E T A R Y
S A D I E H A W K I N S D A Y
I D O L I D E E S P I N E
T A N S T E S T S S A G S

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Music in the Garden: The 
New York Exceptions 
— This doo-wop band 
performs popular music 
from the ’50s, ’60s and ’70s.  
When: Saturday, May 23, 
from 3 pm - 5 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Concert is included in 
admission price — $4/adults, 
$3/seniors, $2/students 
with IDs and children 3 - 12
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website:  www.
queensbotanical.org

Tuesday Morning Music Club 
—  This monthly concert series 
features light classical music 
performed by instrumentalists 
and singers. Lunch is served. 

When: Tuesday, May 26, at 
11 am
Where: The Community 
Church of Douglaston, 39-50 
Douglaston Parkway, Little Neck
Cost: Free, but donations 
are welcomed.
Contact: (631) 673-8571

TALK

Celebrating New York’s 
Two Great World’s Fairs — 
Alfred Fisher and Bill Cotter 
will discuss the legacies of 
the 1939 and 1964 fairs, show 
photographs and videos and 
participate in a Q & A with 
the audience. 
When: Sunday, May 24, from 
1 pm - 3:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum, 

Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

FILM

Movie Night: “Annie”— The 
sun will come out tomorrow, 
but tonight bring blankets 
or low chairs to watch this 
kid-friendly movie musical. 
Popcorn and ices will be 
served. Board games begin 
at 7 pm. Movie starts at 
dusk. 
When: Friday, May 15, at 7 pm
Where: Rochdale Park, 
133-39 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., 
Rochdale Village

AUDITIONS

“Mary Poppins” — St. 
Gregory’s Theatre Group will 
hold auditions for all adult 
roles (ages 16 and up). Be 
prepared to sing 16 bars of a 
song, to perform a one-
minute monologue and to 

move. Bring your resumé. The 
show will take place in August. 
When: Saturday, May 16, and 
Saturday, May 23, from 11 
am - 2pm
Where: St. Gregory’s Oak 
Room, 242-20 88th Ave., 
Bellrose
Contact: sgtgproductions@
gmail.com

“A Funny Thing Happened 
on the Way to the Forum” 
— Theatre By The Bay 
announces auditions for all 

roles in this classic Broadway 
musical. They are looking 
for performers who are 
profi cient in verbal as well 
as physical comedy. Female 
dancers are also needed. Be 
prepared to sing, dance and 
read from the script. 
When: Tuesday, June 2 and 
Wednesday, June 3, from 7 
pm - 10 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, 13-00 209 St., 
Bayside
Contact: (718) 428-6363.

Continued from Page 42 

Theater

The cast of “Our Lady of 121st Street” prepares to open their show at the LaGuardia 
Community College Performing Arts Center in Long Island City. The dark comedy runs 
through May 23.  Photo courtesy LaGuardia Community College Performing Arts Center

NEXT STOP, HARLEM
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Playwright Rob Urbinati 
believes the Great American 
Songbook – those musical 
standards mostly written for 
the theater and penned by the 
likes of Rodgers and Hart, Ir-
ving Berlin and the Gershwins 
– is due for Volume 2.

“There’s a whole second 
generation of American song-
writers who created the mu-
sic from the 1960s,” Urbinati 
said. 

Urbinati, who works as 
director of new play develop-
ment at the Queens Theatre, 
has a particular affinity for 
the girl groups from that era. 
His love of the genre prompt-
ed him to pen a new musical, 
“The Queen Bees,” opened 
last week at the Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park perfor-
mance center. 

The story of three Flush-
ing High School girls – Bren-
da, Diane and Connie – who 
form a singing trio during the 
heyday of the girl group move-
ment, along the lines of the 

Shirelles, the Ronettes and, 
of course, the Supremes, in-
cludes plenty of hit songs from 
the early 1960s.

Although there have been 
other jukebox musicals about 
all-female groups, Urbinati 
thinks those tended to be more 
satire, such as “The Marvelous 
Wonderettes” and “The Taf-
fetas,” or simply a pure revue, 
like “Beehive” and “Leader of 
the Pack.”

In “The Queen Bees” Ur-
binati decided to tackle a few 
more serious issues. 

“It’s really about the girls 
and the different ideas of what 
they want from life,” he said. 

Urbinati wanted to explore 
how the social changes of that 
period affected the younger 
generation of the times. 

Set around 1963, Urbinati’s 
world is caught between the 
conservative family values of 
the 1950s and the societal up-
heaval that rears up during 
the latter part of the 1960s. 

Each of the women in this 
three-character piece repre-The three-member cast of "The Queen Bees,” Nicole Colon (l. to r.), Mary Beth Donahoe and Bailey Frankenberg, 

continue their run of the show through May 17. Photo courtesy Dominick Totino

New musical buzzes into Flushing Meadows

Continued on Page 46

‘Queen Bees’ follows the story of three borough girls set to soundtrack from early 1960s

from 
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Our 2015 Season begins April 24th
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to be as much a part of the 
natural physical universe as it 
was an expression of culture, 
Dixon said. How Noguchi’s 
work sits on the planet will be 
explored in this exhibition. 

Museum of Stones will run 
Oct.7 - Jan. 10, 2016. 

This major exhibition, 
which includes some 50 works 
by about 30 artists, looks at 
the ways in which artists have 
explored the place of rock and 
stone in human civilization 
and cultures across the globe. 
In addition to Noguchi, artists 
represented will include Mel 
Bochner, Bosco Sodi, Law-
rence Weiner and many more. 

Tom Sachs: Tea Ceremony 
will run March 23 - July 24, 
2016.

This will be the first exhi-
bition at the Noguchi Museum 
that is taken from the work of 
a single artist other than No-

guchi himself. 
The exhibition will consist 

of a tea house situated in a gar-
den, with all the elements of a 
traditional Japanese tea cer-
emony. It will be accompanied 
by both a film featuring Sachs 
in the role of tea master and a 
tea ceremony manual. 

In addition to the exhi-
bitions, at the Spring Ben-
efit May 19 the second annual 
Isamu Noguchi Award will 
be presented to Jasper Mor-
rison, an English furniture 
designer, and Yoshio Tanigu-
chi, the Japanese architect 
best known for the redesign of 
the Museum of Modern Art in 
Manhattan. 

The awards recognize the 
spirit of innovation, global 
consciousness and Japanese 
American exchange that were 
core to Noguchi and his prac-
tice, Dixon said.  

The Noguchi Museum is at 
9-01 33rd Road in LIC. Phone 
(718) 204-7088 for more info.

sents a different archetype. 
The oldest character hopes 

to settle down and raise a 
family. Another one seeks 
to have a career for herself, 
something not very common 
in those days, Urbinati said. 
And the third girl anticipates 
the changes that are coming 
as a result of the Vietnam 
War protesters, the Summer 
of Love and the drug culture.

Throughout the play, the 
women have the chance to 
sing a popular tune from the 
period that relates to their 
emotions or actions in the 
preceding scenes. 

As Urbinati wrote the show 

he often found himself think-
ing what song would help these 
three tell their story at any giv-
en moment in the narrative. 

“Each of the songs really 
grows out of the character,” 
Urbinati said. “The audience 
is going to hear songs they 
know, but they are really com-

ing from the characters.”
Urbinati has been work-

ing on this project since 
about 2008, when the Queens 
Theatre asked him to create a 
show set in the borough. 

Although his production 
deals with serious subjects, 
including death, Urbinati 
made sure the story line nev-
er became too dark. 

“There are funny scenes 
and funny moments through-
out,” he said. “But I had to 
strike a balance between 
comic and dramatic. I had to 
make sure it was never at the 
expense of the joy that comes 
from the music.”

Reach News Editor Kevin 
Zimmerman by e-mail at kz-
immerman@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4541.

Continued from Page 45 

‘Queen Bees’
Continued from Page 43 

Noguchi

will take place Friday, May 15, 
from 6 p.m. - 9 p.m., when Suns-
wick 35/25 teams up with Bar-
rier Brewing Co. for its second 
Taste the Rainbow night. 

“We’ll showcase seven dif-
ferent beer styles that aren’t 
necessarily ones you would 
see every day, like India pale 
ales or Belgian-style wheat 
beers,” he said. “For example, 
one of the beers we’ll be pour-
ing is Barrier’s Uncle Boon’s 
Brew, which is a pale lager 
brewed with chili peppers and 
lime.”   

Several Long Island City-
based breweries, like LIC Beer 
Project and Big Alice Brewing, 
will be offering tours and beer 
samples on May 16.

Big Alice (8-08 43rd Road, 
Long Island City) has been 
raising the suds bar and lur-
ing beer-loving customers 
with their enticing specialty 
brews since 2013.  

It seems unlikely that a 
young guy from Little Chute, 
Wis., would decide to settle in 
(of all places) Queens, where 
he’d open up his very own 
craft brewery. But that’s just 
what happened back in 2008 
when Kyle Hurst, now 40, was 
introduced to Robby Crafton, 

a young man who shared his 
lifelong lust for beer. 

Their plan was to experi-
ment with beer recipes that 
were infused with ingredi-
ents that came from available 
sources that were local, organ-
ic, or both.

Fast forward to early 2013 

when Hurst and his team put 
up that odd-looking sign at the 
entrance and raised frosted 
beer mugs as a toast to Big Al-
ice.

So, what’s behind the 
name? 

“Big Allis is a local land-
mark and was my point of ref-

erence to family and friends 
when I moved to New York 
in 2008,” Hurst said. “I would 
point out the giant red and 
white smoke stacks on the 
Queens skyline as being only 
a couple blocks from where I 
worked at the time (Arista Air 

Conditioning).”
The locals’ nickname for 

the Ravenswood Generating 
Station, on Vernon Boulevard 
and 36th Avenue, Big Allis 
comes from the name of its 
builder, Allis-Chalmers Corp.

Hurst and Crafton opted 
to alter the spelling to Alice 
because that contains the ab-
breviation for their neighbor-
hood, LIC. 

During beer week, all brew-
eries are getting together and 
doing a passport. Snag one of 
these passports at any Queens 
brewery, then get it stamped 
for each brewer you visit or 
try. Complete the set by May 
17, and you’re entered to win 
a prize.

Thanks to Queens Beer 
Week, beer lovers far and wide 
will be reminded that there’s 
plenty of suds action on this 
side of the Newtown Creek.  

For more information, visit 
queensbeerweek.com.

Continued from Page 41 

Beer  
Week

If you go
“Queen Bees”

When: Through May 17
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $25 - $42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Marcus Burnett (clockwise from above) started Rockaway Brewing Co. 
with business partner Ethan Long about three years ago in Long Island 
City.  Basil Lee (l.) and Kevin Stafford will host Queens Beer Week’s 
closing night party at their Finback Brewery in Glendale.  Transmitter 
Brewery produces French and Belgian ales among its many styles of 
beer. 

For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in Queens, 
check TimesLedger’s website at www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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BY MADINA TOURE

After 22 years in business, 
Bayside’s CJ Sullivan’s Ameri-
can Grill continues to offer a 
venue where sports fans can 
watch games, as well as enjoy 
quality drinks and traditional 
American food. 

The bar and restaurant, 
located at 213-10 41st Ave., has 
an outdoor patio with seating 
and a bar, an indoor bar and 
restaurant and 11 TVs, four of 
which are outdoors. 

Mitchell Catanzano, the 
restaurant’s daytime bartend-
er, called CJ Sullivan’s a “Bay-
side fixture” — one of the older 
bars in the neighborhood.   

“People come here for the 
friendly atmosphere,” Catan-
zano said. “It’s a neighborhood 
establishment. Everybody 
knows everybody.” 

The grill was founded by 
Chris McManus, Paul Sulli-
van and Jimmy Sullivan after 
the previous owners decided 
to retire, making the space 
available. 

The restaurant is open ev-
ery day from noon to 2 a.m. 
Happy hour, which also fea-
tures live music, is held every 
Friday from 3:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. and trivia night is held on 

Wednesdays. It is also open for 
brunch Sundays from noon to 
3:30 p.m. 

CJ Sullivan’s offers a va-
riety of American-type food, 
including salads, sandwiches 
and burgers. One of the most 
popular items is the cowboy 

sandwich, which has Cajun 
chicken, bacon, jack cheese 
and guacamole on Texas toast. 
The wings and the burgers are 
also popular among custom-
ers. 

Meals cost anywhere from 
$4.95 to $19.95. The restaurant 
charges $3 for domestic beers 
and for well drinks, while im-
port beers cost $4. The drink 
specialties include the Wash-
ington Apple Crown, the Roy-
al Regal Apple Whiskey and 
cranberry juice. 

The restaurant attracts 
people of all ages, ranging 
from 25 to 70, Catanzano said. 

It also gives back to the 
community, in the form of con-
tributions to charitable events 
for local churches, the FDNY 
and the NYPD. It hosts retire-
ment parties.

In addition, the FX TV se-
ries “The Americans” filmed 
at the restaurant three times, 
and HBO’s “Girls” also shot 
part of an episode there. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 
word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.

When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

The Jamaica Ball — A Better Jamaica hosts 
its fourth annual Jamaica Ball to benefi t the 
Queens Sickle Cell Advocacy Network. The 
evening includes dinner and dancing. Attire 
is beautiful. 
When: Saturday, May 16, 8 pm - 1 am
Where: Jamaica Performing Arts Center, 
153-10 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: $50/per person
Website: www.thejamaicaball.com

Brandeis Association Scholarship 
Fund Brunch — This annual event 
benefi ts the Jerome Ginsberg and 

Justice Moses M. Weinstein scholarship 
funds. Special honoree will be Michael 
Dikman. Barry Seidel will receive the 
2015 Barry Tivin Community Service 
Award. 
When: Sunday, June 7, from 9:30 a.m. 
to noon
Where: Young Israel of Jamaica 
Estates, 83-10 188th St., Jamaica 
Estates
Cost: $65/per person
Website: www.
brandeisscholarshipfund.org

Business

BUSINESS CALENDARFUND-RAISERS

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Send your business-related press releases, notices and event photos 
to kzimmerman@cnglocal.com

Where everybody knows your name

CJ Sullivan’s has an outdoor pa-
tio (above) where it hosts happy 
hour and sporting events. At right, 
Mitchell Catanzano, Sullivan’s 
daytime bartender, stands 
inside the restaurant.  

Photos by Madina Toure

Bayside’s CJ Sullivan’s American Grill serves up bar food and sports on about a dozen TVs
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friends, Police Commissioner 
William Bratton and Mayor de 
Blasio.   

The funeral services were 
conducted by Monsignor Ray-
mond Romano, the NYPD 
chaplain, and eulogies were 
given by Blasio and Bratton. 

“Because Brian’s death 
comes at a time of great chal-
lenge for police officers across 
the country. We bear the brunt 
of increasingly loud criti-
cism—and increasing vitriol. 
What is lost in the shouting 
is context,” Bratton said. “A 
handful of incidents—fewer 
than a dozen—have wrong-
fully come to represent the 
hundreds of interactions cops 
across the country have every 
year, when they help and pro-
tect, when they offer security 
and succor. What is lost is offi-
cers like Brian Moore, and the 
people he served.”

Moore was raised in Mass-
apequa and lived on the same 
street where he was raised 
with his family. He loved cars, 
the Baltimore Orioles and 
came from a long line of police 
officers. His father, Raymond 
Moore, was a retired NYPD 

sergeant while his uncle and 
cousins were active in the 
NYPD. 

“Brian Moore dedicated 
his life to protecting all of us. 
He gave what President Abra-
ham Lincoln called ‘the last 
full measure of devotion to 
that cause.’ Our hearts today 
are heavy. And our hearts are 
with the Moore family,” de 
Blasio said. “Brian Moore rep-
resented the best of New York 
City. He was brave, for sure. 
But his bravery was matched 
by his compassion. And he 
came by it through his family. 
It’s in his DNA.” 

Police officers from all over 
the city and the country, as far 
away as Phoenix, Ariz., had 
arrived the day of the Moore 
wake in Bethpage, L.I.. 

“Anytime this happens, 
whether you are retired or 
still active, whether you have 
been on the job for five months 
or 26 years, you feel the loss - in 
a very deep way,” said Officer 
James Clarke from Communi-
ty Affairs in Queens South. 

Recently, the FBI released 
2014 preliminary statistics 
for law enforcement officers 
killed in the line of duty. The 
data showed an 89 percent in-
crease from 2013 in felonious 
police officer deaths; 51 law 
enforcement officers were 

feloniously killed in the line 
of duty, according to the FBI. 
By region, 17 officers died as 
a result of criminal acts that 
occurred in the South, 14 offi-
cers in the West, eight officers 
in the Midwest, eight in the 
Northeast, and four in Puerto 
Rico.

Continued from Page 5 

Vigil

Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org

The march started at Our Lady of 
Lourdes on 220th Street in Queens 
Village and ended at the 105th 
Precinct.  Photo by Sadef Ali Kully

A candlelight vigil in Queens 
Village brought out those who 
needed to mark the death of 
25-year-old cop, Brian Moore.  

Photo by Sadef Kully
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jump into the ring again as 
long as his old opponent does 
not.

“I wouldn’t run against 

Weprin, because it’s not a 
level playing field: It’s a game 
you pay to play,” Friedrich 
said. “Personally, I think it 
would be outrageous for Da-
vid Weprin to run. He would 
be circumventing the very 
term limits he voted for while 
in office.”

David Weprin said he 
would not exactly be taking ad-
vantage of a loophole. Though 
there was a limit of two terms 
for most of the time he served 
the City Council, the Council 
voted in 2008 to allow officials 
to run for three terms instead 
of two - the year before he left 

for Albany.
“This would not be the first 

time it’s happened either,” he 
said. “Right now, it is a ques-
tion of where I can best serve 
my constituents.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio has 
three days to announce a spe-
cial election after Weprin va-

cates his seat over Memorial 
Day weekend. The election 
will be held on the first Tues-
day, at least 45 days after the 
resignation date, according to 
the rules for a special Council 
election pursuant to the City 
Charter.

into two floors, with the top 
floor occupied by patients who 
are more physically and men-
tally functional. This group 
has a greater degree of ability 
to travel through the neighbor-
hood while the group on the 
ground floor – many of whom 
need wheelchairs – benefit 
from the handicapped-accessi-
bility of the house. 

The two floors were recent-
ly named Healy 1 and Healy 2 

after Mark Healy, chairman 
of HeartShare’s board. Healy 
became involved with the 
nonprofit organization after 
a friend introduced it to him 
several years ago, and he has 
since become increasingly in-
volved. Healy’s brother died 
three years ago and he said he 
wanted to honor his brother by 
naming the Woodhaven resi-
dence after him.

“What I really saw was 
people who believed in what 
they do,” Healy said. “I saw the 
commitment was very person-
al. My family has a connection 
to this place now.” 

On May 11, a resident of the 
new home, Jackie, prepared for 
Healy’s dedication ceremony 
and was in the middle of fix-
ing her hair as her favorite 
show, “I Love Lucy” played on 
the flat screen TV. Jackie, who 
has autism, is one of the higher-
functioning residents and often 
explores the neighborhood. 

“Although she’s been in her 
new home for a short time, she’s 
visibly happier. I’m confident 
that with continuing guidance 
and encouragement, Jackie can 
be even more independent than 
she is now,” said her caretaker, 
Albanerys Martinez.

steps, they argue, would pre-
vent industrial areas from 
eroding. 

And in Maspeth, signs of 
erosion are clear. 

Last year, the deli manu-
facturer Hansel N’ Gretel 
closed  after several decades 
of operation in the area. And 
Junior’s Cheesecake recently 
announced it would be moving 
its factory in Maspeth – where 
its products were made – to 
New Jersey.

The owners cited rising 
real estate prices as one of the 
reason they decided to move 
their operations. 

Tanler said that as housing 
and retail commercial stores 
encroach on industrial zones, 
the value of designated space 
for industry will be driven up. 
And in a City Council study, 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viveri-
to (D-Manhattan) made a simi-
lar conclusion.

“In Brooklyn and Queens, 
where industry is particu-

larly threatened by real es-
tate speculation, the jobs pay 
almost twice as much as the 
service sector jobs which of-
ten replace them,” she said. 
“Industrial jobs provide a 
ladder to the middle class for 
many first generation immi-
grants who haven’t had the 
opportunity to attend col-
lege.”

In Queens, according to 
the City Council’s study, in-
dustrial jobs pay an average 
of $50,934 and retail jobs pay 
an average of $25, 416. And 
so, advocates like Friedman 
and Tanler argue, preserving 
high paying jobs is an inte-
gral part of de Blasio’s plan 
to shorten the gap of the Two 
Cities. 

“Queens, in particular, is 
still a blue collar borough,” 
Friedman said. “And so people 
over there would really feel 
the loss of these jobs.” 

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

id Transit plan from Flush-
ing to Jamaica, saying that it 
did not work for residents in 
southeast Queens because it 
did not meet their needs. 

“We need residents to be 
able to get to work - this plan 
does not work for everyone,” 
Miller told new Queens De-
partment of Transportation 
Commissioner Nicole Garcia. 
The  Kew Gardens Hills por-
tion of the Flushing-Jamaica 
Bus Rapid Transit plan has 
been eliminated after other 
members of the City Council 
said it would create conges-
tion as well as take up parking 
space for residents, but the rest 
of the bus route is still moving 
forward. 

Board members watched  
as Garcia stood quietly while 
listening to Miller speak and 
later said her office would 
work with him to address 
some of the issues that affect 
his residents. 

The voting took place after 

Brendan Pillar, Waterfront 
team leader for the Queens of-
fice of the Department of City 
Planning, explained the text 
amendment to the flood resi-
dence zoning rules to simplify 
rebuilding homes in current 
zoning regulations after Hur-
ricane Sandy. 

The amendment removes 
the red tape posed by current 
zoning regulations that have 
burdened neighborhoods 
and prevented thousands of 
homes from rebuilding fully 
since the October 2012 su-
perstorm. The affected ho-
meowners will be able to el-
evate their homes to the way 
they were the day before the 
stormand rebuild according 
to guidelines allowing for re-
silient homes consistent with 
the visual context of coastal 
neighborhoods. 

City Planning said the need 
for this zoning amendment 
emerged from Borough Presi-
dent Katz’s Hurricane Relief 
Task Force and Build It Back’s 
community-based approach to 
planning post-Sandy.

million to buy the home and 
restore it for the use of the 
community. 

“We wanted to make it the 
centerpiece of an arts district 
that would draw tourism, 
transportation and capital 
investment to the area,” Sin-
gleton said. “An arts district 
would teach the next genera-
tion of artists and artisans, 
with restaurants, housing, 
galleries and art spaces. It 
deserves to be restored and it 
deserves to be loved and it de-
serves to be the crown jewel of 

the community.”
As a businessman, Single-

ton believes he can convince 
the owners that there is a bet-
ter and more lucrative alterna-
tive to building warehouses 
on the site. On the group’s 
Facebook page, blame for the 
current situation is placed on 
Astoria’s elected officials.

“We would love to get the 
Steinway Mansion in some-
one else’s hands,” City Coun-
cilman Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) said. “Since I was 
elected we’ve been looking for 
a real partner to work with 
and protect the mansion as a 
substantial part of the commu-
nity. I just don’t have that part-
ner that would be able to help 

balance the cost. Right now 
that entity just doesn’t exist.”

He added that city agencies 
such as the Parks Department, 
the Historic House Trust and 
the Department of Cultural 
Affairs had studied purchas-
ing the mansion when it was 
for sale but passed. “There is 
no city entity interested in it,” 
Constantinides said. “We’re 
dealing with the real world 
here. It would be a monumen-
tal undertaking, with costs of 
$1.5 million to purchase and 
another $3 million to renovate 
to make it a community space. 
You can’t do that with City 
Council budget dollars.”

a weapon of mass destruction, 
expressing violent jihadi be-
liefs, having ties to terrorist 
networks and targeting per-
sons or property in the United 
States for the planning pur-
poses of their terrorist attack, 
according to federal criminal 
complaint.  

Bilal, whose mosque Sid-
diqui and Velentzas had at-
tended for the last five years, 
said in a past interview with 
Timesledger that he and Bakr 
both believe the two women 
were “set up” by the federal 
undercover agent. 

According to the criminal 
complaint, since 2014 Siddiqui 
and Velentzas had allegedly 

been researching numerous 
works dealing with explosives, 
such as “The Anarchist Cook-
book.” They were also inspired 
by the 2013 Boston Marathon 
bombings and “obsessed” with 
the use of pressure cookers 
in the attack by two terrorist 
brothers, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev 
and Tamarlan Tsarnaev  , said   
the criminal complaint. 

Siddiqui faces an addi-
tional count of making mate-
rial false statements about her 
ties to the terrorist group Al-
Qaeda, according to the grand 
jury indictment. In July 2014, 
FBI agents stopped Siddiqui 
at LaGuardia Airport to ques-
tion her about her relationship 
with Samir Khan, the editor 
and publisher of “Inspire,” a 
terrorist propaganda maga-
zine launched by Al-Qaeda in 

the Arabian Peninsula. Khan 
was killed in a 2011 drone 
strike in Yemen. According to 
the criminal complaint, Sid-
diqui allegedly wrote poems 
that expressed violent jihadi 
beliefs for the magazine and 
its blog. Siddiqui is alleged to 
have lied during that question-
ing, according to the indict-
ment. 

Siddiqui was also allegedly 
communicating with Khan 
while she attended York Col-
lege in Jamaica sporadically 
between 2006 and 2011. Though 
she did not graduate, she had 
completed 125 credits and held 
a grade point average of 2.175, 
Timesledger found.

Both Siddiqui and Velent-
zas were expected to be back 
in Brooklyn federal court on 
May 20. 
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

After taking the mound in 
her first career playoff start, 
an initially jittery Katie Siano 
gained confidence with each 
inning and each successful 
defensive play behind her. 

The St. Francis Prep se-
nior windmiller was thrown 
into her team’s most impor-
tant games over the last week 
with ace Monica Zhivanaj 
still under the weather. Siano 
admitted to being nervous for 
the Terriers’ playoff match-
up against No. 3 Fontbonne 
in the CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens softball semifinals 
at Cunningham Park May 11. 
But she quickly felt at ease – 
thanks to some help from her 
teammates.

“When they hit it, I don’t 
have that fear of looking be-
hind me,” she said. “I knew 
that they have my back.”

Siano scattered five hits 
and struck out just three, but 
the second-seeded Terriers 
made all the plays behind 
her in a tidy 2-0 victory over 
Fontbonne. St. Francis Prep 
will defend its diocesan title 
against regular-season win-
ner Archbishop Molloy in the 
best two-out-of-three champi-
onship series starting 3 p.m. 
Monday at Preller Field. 

“This is what we work for 
every season,” Siano said. 

“To finally be able to say that 
we can come back here again 
is awesome.”

SFP had lost two straight 
coming into the contest. It fell 
to Fontbonne 3-0 May 4 and 
then saw Molloy rally to win 
7-6 in a first-place tie-break-
er game three days later. A 
weekend off helped the Terri-
ers put it all behind them.

“We’ve had a tough couple 
of games,” SFP coach Ann 
Marie Rich said. “For them 
to come back, they played re-
ally, really well.”

Siano, who pitches to con-
tact, wiggled out of two major 
jams to protect the 2-0 lead. 
She left the bases loaded with 
one out in the third by getting 
clean-up hitter Ariana Dillon 
to pop out and she struck out 
Nataliela Cognate. The Bon-
nies (9-6) put two on with one 
out in the fourth, but Siano 
induced consecutive ground-
outs to end the threat. 

“She’s taken control,” 
Rich said. “That quiet little 
Katie to just come in and be 
the senior leader has been 
awesome.”

SFP (10-5) got all the runs 
it needed in the first two in-
nings. Taylor Russo was hit 
by a pitch from Bonnie ace 
Bianca Marletta to open the 
game. Miranda Cintron then 
singled and Russo scored on 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

St. John’s Coach Ed Blank-
meyer wasn’t leaving anything 
to chance.

His Red Storm baseball 
team was holding on to a two-
run lead with two men on 
and no outs in the top of the 
eighth inning. After reliever 
Matt Clancy threw two balls 
to Xavier’s Joe Glenbeck, 
Blankmeyer summoned clos-
er Thomas Hackimer for his 
second multi-inning save of 
the weekend. The Red Storm 
needed the win to clinch the 
outright conference title.

“When you got a hammer 
out there, you might as well go 
to it when you need it, not nec-
essarily in the ninth inning,” 
Blankmeyer said. 

Hackimer balked the run-
ners over to second and third 
to make things more difficult 
before retiring the next three 
batters in order. He allowed 
one run on two hits in two 
innings of work, stranding 
the tying runs on base in the 
ninth to seal the Red Storm’s 
8-6 victory over Xavier at 
Jack Kaiser Stadium on May 
10, capping off a series sweep. 
Hackimer, who has 12 saves on 
the season, also tossed two in-
nings of scoreless relief in the 
series opener.  

“I understand there is a 
real fine margin with what I 
have to do,” Hackimer said. 
“Mostly I just go out there and 
try to pound the [strike] zone 
and I think everything will re-
ally work itself out.” 

The win gives St. John’s 
its first outright Big East title 
since 2008 and first overall 
since 2012. The Red Storm 
clinched at least a share of 
the crown behind a complete-
game shutout by Ryan Mc-
Cormick in the middle game, 
but are now assured of the top 
seed when the Big East tour-
nament begins May 21 at TD 
Ameritrade Park in Omaha, 
Nebraska. St. John’s has won 
14 of its last 16 games includ-
ing seven straight. 

“It’s a huge honor,” senior 
right fielder Zach Lauricella 
said. “It just shows every week-
end we come and we compete. 
It’s a huge honor to be regular 
season champs.”

The title didn’t come easy. 
The Red Storm (31-14, 14-

3) needed production up and 
down its lineup to hold off 
Xavier (13-36, 2-13), which 
led 5-4 going into the bottom 
of the fourth. Tyler Sanchez 
launched a solo homer to left 
to lead off the frame and Lau-
ricella delivered a two-out RBI 
double to put St. John’s ahead 
for good at 6-5. It was part of 
a two-hit, three-RBI day that 
also included a third inning 
home run for Lauricella. 

“I knew full count he was 
going to come with a fastball,” 
Lauricella said of the go-ahead 
RBI double. “He got it in on me 
and I just got the head out and 
pulled it down the line for a 

double. That was a big inning 
for us.”

St. John’s added a run in the 
fifth on an RBI single by Rob-
ert Wayman and another in 
the eighth on a Jesse Berardi 
sac fly. Sanchez chipped in two 
hits and two RBI. Blankmeyer 
said he has found a regular bat-
ting order over the last month 
after having a number of start-
ing spots in the infield up for 
grabs early in the season.

“We found the guys who 
gave us the best chance to 
win,” he said. 

The group wants to add a 
Big East tournament title and 
an NCAA tournament bid to 
its accomplishments. It is find-
ing its groove at the best time 
to do that.

“We started a little bit slow 
this year,” Lauricella said. 
“Right now we are catching 
hot. All phases of our game are 
playing really well.”  Continued on Page 53

Red Storm closer Thomas Hackimer picked up two saves in a series 
sweep of Xavier last weekend. 
 Photo courtesy of St. John's Athletic Communications

St. Francis Prep's centerfielder Taylor Russo throws the ball back in 
after making a catch.  Photo by William Thomas

St. John’s nabs title
Sweep of Xavier makes Red Storm conference champs

St. Francis Prep win 
takes them to fi nals
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Construction has shown 
that its winning ways didn’t 
stop with Britney Rodriguez’s 
graduation.

The current Red Hawks 
roster, especially new ace Em-
ily Perez, took it as a challenge 
to show they could remain 
among the PSAL’s top softball 
teams, despite the departure 
of its best player and the re-
maining core from its 2013 
city championship team. Con-
struction began its rise nearly 
a decade a go and it didn’t want 
to take any steps back.

“They didn’t want to live 
under Britney’s shadow,” Red 
Hawks coach Marco Migli-
accio said. “Especially Emily. 
She went out and she won 13 
[league] games this year.”

The last, a 13-4 victory over 
host and second-place Bayside, 
clinched the outright Queens 
A division title for Construc-
tion on May 8. The Red Hawks, 
who lost in the semifinals last 
season, should receive one of 
the top four playoff seeds.

“It means lot to win a di-
vision title,” Perez said. “It’s 
been going on for the last sev-
en years. We all came together 
and we knew that we could do 
it.”

She was excellent in the cir-
cle against a very good Com-
modores lineup. The senior 
scattered six hits and struck 
out nine. She lived on the out-
side corner. Perez allowed just 

a run in the third despite load-
ing the bases twice with two 
outs to keep the Construction 
lead at 5-3.

“[The umpire] liked my 
outside pitch so I knew I would 

keep pounding it there,” Perez 
said.

Her teammates broke the 
game open from there, rack-
ing up eight runs over the next 
three innings with help from 
some sloppy Bayside defense. 
Construction (14-2) pounded 
out 12 hits, including two-run 
homers from both Lizul Portu-
gal and Jayleen Ovalles. The 
Red Hawks also scored 11 runs 
in a key win over Francis Lew-
is on May 6.

Against Bayside, Perez and 
Nicole Ovelheira each drove 
in runs during a three-run 
fourth inning that made the 
score 8-3. Perez had two hits 
and two RBI. A two-run homer 
to center by Portugal was the 
key blow as the Red Hawks 
scored three more times in the 
frame to grab an 11-3 lead. 

The blast was part of a 
huge day for the sophomore 
shortstop. Portugal was on 
base and scored all four times, 
collected two hits and drove in 
three runs. On most teams she 
would be in the middle of the 
order, but Migliaccio leads her 
off so she can get more at bats 
and affect the game in differ-
ent ways.

“Having me there is like 
getting it started, pumping my 
team up,” Portugal said. “Any 

way I can get on, I just want to 
help out my team.”

Bayside (12-4) knew it didn’t 
help itself early. Defensive 
mistakes against a powerful 
Construction lineup put it in 
a 5-0 hole after an inning and 
a half. 

“We took ourselves out 
right from the get go,” Bayside 
coach Andrew Coligati said. 
“Mistakes and errors will hurt 
you any day.”

The Commodores, who 
have been playing the season 
in memory of former coach 
Steve Piorkowski, did rally 
back. Cheyenne Guevara de-
livered an RBI single in the 
bottom of the second to score 
Gina Sabella, who had three 
hits. Sabella and Alexandra 
Damato both drove in runs in 
the third to make it 5-3. But 
Construction didn’t let them 
hang around for long.

The Red Hawks are hoping 
to carry the team’s momentum 
into the post season. After a 
loss to Susan Wagner on April 
24, they won seven straight 
league games on their way to 
the division title. Now, Con-
struction’s eyes are focusing 
on the city crown. 

“We got the first job done,” 
Migliaccio said. “Now it starts. 
Now it starts to count.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

After a more-than-three-
decade wait for its first Big 
East softball championship, 
what were a few more minutes 
for St. John’s? The Red Storm 
thought it had the final out, 
but Seton Hall’s Jackie DiPi-
etro was called safe on a close 
play at first base. 

“Everyone was just ready 
to cheer,” senior pitcher Franc-
esca Carrullo said. “I was like, 
‘You got to be kidding me.’”

It brought the winning run 
to the plate with St. John’s up 
by two. Carrullo then struck 
out Sarah Foster looking on 
a close pitch with a full count 
to seal the 7-5 victory for top-

seeded St. John’s over No. 3 
Seton Hall in the title game at 
the Ballpark at Rosemont in 
Rosemont, Ill. on May 9. It was 
the highest-scoring final in 
tournament history. 

“When he said strike three 
I was like, ‘Really,’” Carrullo 
said. “I was like, ‘Yeah! It’s 
strike three!’”

It was just the program’s 
third appearance in the cham-
pionship in its 35 seasons – and 
its first crown. The Red Storm, 
which also won the regular-
season crown, reached the 
tournament final last year 
before falling to host DePaul, 
and lost in the semis the prior 
year. St. John’s reached this 
year’s title game by beating 
No. 4 Villanova 5-4 earlier that 
morning in a semifinal game 
resumed after one-half inning 
in the books because of rain 
the day before. 

“I’ve never seen a team 
come together through thick 
and thin and accomplish what 
we set out to do back in Sep-
tember,” St. John’s coach Amy 

Kvilhaug said. “This team has 
been such an inspiration to 
me. I couldn’t be happier for 
this group to win the Big East 
championship and go down in 

history as the first [St. John’s] 
team ever to do that.” 

Kvilhaug’s team will play 
its first NCAA tournament 
game against host and No. 12-

seed Arizona in the Tucson 
Regional Friday. The Wildcats 
are 38-17 and the Pac-12 run-
ner-up.

In order to get to that game, 
St. John’s needed to stage a 
rally. The Red Storm got a run 
in the first inning on Brittany 
Garcia’s RBI single, but then 
watched the Pirates score 
four times in the top of the 
second to grab a 4-1 lead. But 
a response didn’t take long. St. 
John’s plated three runs in the 
bottom of the frame. Hannah 
Anderson drove in a run with 
a single and Monique Lan-
dini’s two-RBI single knotted 
things up at 4-4. 

“No one panicked,” Car-
rullo said.  

But Seton Hall didn’t go 
quietly. The Pirates briefly 
grabbed the lead again in the 
top of the fourth, but St. John’s 
scored twice more in the bot-
tom of the frame to go up 6-5. 
The Red Storm picked up an 
insurance run on a Seton Hall 
error in the sixth, bringing the 
score to 7-5, where it stayed. 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

St. John's celebrates its first ever Big East softball title. 
BIG EAST/Steve Wortmann

Construction starter Emily Perez struck out nine against Bayside. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

For St. John’s, fi rst softball crown worth the wait

Construction tops Bayside, takes division
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BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Defending PSAL city cham-
pion Benjamin Cardozo’s slow 
start to the 2015 baseball sea-
son is now a distant memory. 

The Judges, who lost key 
seniors Keith Rogers and 
Christopher Campbell to 
graduation, opened the year 
by losing two of their first six 
league games, after dropping 
just one a year ago. 

Cardozo avenged its lone 
hiccup since then with a 
15-2 home victory over John 
Bowne in five innings May 8. 
Bowne beat the Judges 3-2 two 
days prior, but Dozo’s bounce-
back victory keeps them a win 
ahead of Francis Lewis in the 
AAA Eastern Division stand-
ings. Cardozo is 7-1 in its last 
eight games, including an im-
pressive win over West 50th 
Street on April 29. 

“Personally I think we 
should be 14-0, but the weather 
has been so horrendous,” Car-
dozo coach Ron Gorecki said. 
“We just haven’t been able to 
get outside enough. We are as 
good as the ball club that went 
to the stadium last year, they 
don’t know it yet. But they are 
starting to arrive as a team 
right now.” 

Cardozo (11-3) came to play 
John Bowne (9-5) looking for 
a little payback – and that’s 
exactly what it got. Judges 
starting pitcher Devin Hab-
erstumpf said that his team’s 
seven-game winning streak 
may have gotten to their heads 
in the first meeting. 

“I felt like we came in to 
Wednesday’s game with the 
feeling that we had a good 
squad and would come away 
with an easy win,” Haber-
stumpf said. “Today we fought 
hard and we came away with 
the win.”

In that 3-2 loss, the Judges 
had a tough time scoring 
against Bowne ace Elvis Tor-
res-Devargas and watched 
shortstop David Amarante 
have a big day at the plate.

“They have a kid over 
there named Elvis that threw 
a heck of a game against us 
on Wednesday,” Gorecki said. 
“He’s a wonderful player. He 
and the shortstop over there 
beat us single handedly. “

But Cardozo took Bowne 
out of the game quickly the 
second time around. It sent 
nine batters to the plate, and 
scored four runs on four hits 

to grab a 4-0 advantage. A two-
RBI single by Haberstumpf 
highlighted the inning. 

The Judges, who added a 
run in the second, broke the 
game open in the third. Cardo-
zo sent 12 batters to the plate, 
scoring eight runs on eight 
hits. In the inning, Haber-
stumpf had a booming double 
in the gap to score two more 
runs to help his own cause. 
Third baseman Demetri San-
chez had a double and two RBI 
of his own to increase the lead 
to 13-1. 

Bowne now has has an up-
hill battle to try and claim the 

division crown. It is two games 
behind Cardozo with only two 
games left on its schedule.

Haberstumpf had the most 
impressive line of the day. He 
pitched five innings while giv-
ing up two runs on two hits 
and went 3-for-4 at the plate 
with five RBI. Sanchez also 
went 3-for-4 with five RBI.  

“I was seeing the ball real 
well,” Sanchez said. “Coach 
wants us to put the ball in play 
and good things will happen. I 
got lucky with getting a lot of 
good pitches to hit today and 
did whatever I could to help 
my team win.” 

an outfield error to make it 1-0. 
Rebecca Colak added an insur-
ance run when she tripled to 
plate Nia Rivera in the second 
inning.  “I took whatever I got 
and kind of just hit the ball,” 
Colak said.

Rich isn’t sure if Zhivanaj 
will be back for the diocesan 
championship, calling her day-
to-day. Siano has proven to be 
more than up to the task and is 
growing more and more confi-
dent with her team’s help.

“The girls, they helped me 
out,” Siano said. “I called time 
in the first inning and I got 
myself together. After that it 
was just a breeze.”

Molloy tops Mary Louis
Top-seeded Archbishop 

Molloy dug itself out of holes of 
3-0 and 5-3 to defeat Mary Lou-
is 12-6 and reach the Brooklyn/
Queens championship series 
after a one-year layoff. The 
Hilltoppers beat Molloy 3-2 
two weeks ago. Stanners coach 
Maureen Rosenbaum was im-
pressed with how her team 
overcame the extra pressure 
that came with falling behind.   

“I told them after the game 
that they learned how to fight 
through the last couple of 
games,” Rosenbaum said. “ It’s 
nice that they learned how to 
do that. They didn’t lose confi-
dence in themselves and they 
fought back.”

Her team scored four runs 
in the fourth and four times 
in the sixth to pull away. Gio-
vanna Bonilla, who has three 
RBI, delivered a two-run hom-
er in the third and the rest of 
the Molloy offense picked it 
up from there. Jessica Hickey 
went 3-for-4 with three RBI, 
including a two-run double in 
the sixth. Camille Sears added 
three RBI behind winning 
pitcher Amanda Zeni. 

Continued from Page 51 

St. Francis

Devin Haberstumpf, Benjamin Cardozo's mound ace, helped himself at the plate too. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

After slow start, Cardozo hits stride
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IF YOU’VE BEEN TURNED DOWN IN THE PAST, WE CAN HELP!
• Bad Credit • No Credit • Divorce • Repossession • Bankruptcy • Tax Liens  

• First Time Buyer • Cash Income • Judgements
Credit History may affect cash down, APR% & Terms; bankruptcies must be discharged; job & steady residence required.

www.SouthShoreHyundai.com

360 W. SUNRISE HWY., 
VALLEY STREAM  NY 11581

855-442-1803
Tax & MV fees add’l. †Leases subj to prime lender approval with excellent (700+) credit score. 10k mi/yr. 20¢ ea add’l mi. Total due at signing: $129=$2024. Price includes rebate. No sec dep. 
Lessee responsible for excess wear & maint. *Available with Tier 1 credit approval; on select new vehicles; in lieu of any factory rebates and dealer incentives; see dealer for details. ‡Must 
Present Ad To Receive One Of These Special Offers! Advertised Offers Cannot Be Combined With Any Other Offer Or Price Reduction. Pictures For Illustration Purposes Only. All vehicles available 
cash or finance. Must Take Spot Delivery. Offer Expires 5 Days After Publication. Ad prices not applicable on prior deals. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers valid though 5/20/15.

a division of

TIRED OF THE CREDIT FIGHT?
1.  Prove Income & residence
2.  If you make $375 per week
3.  Have a valid state id or license

We make 
it easy as 

1-2-3

360 W SUNRISE HWYW360 W SUNNRRISSE HWYWW

a division of

NEW 2015  
HYUNDAI

ELANTRA 
SE

0%
APR FINANCING 
66 MONTHS
AVAILABLE*

 LEASE PER MO/36 MOSLEAE SE PER MO/36 MOS

$129
†

VEHICLES ARE AVAILABLE UNDER $11,000! ‡
IF YOU CAN’T FIND IT HERE GO ON  SOUTHSHOREHYUNDAI.COM

$4,995Stock #U3436T, 
37,549 Miles, Auto

‘01 HYUNDAI ACCENT GL 

LOW  
MILES

$9,995Stock #U3522T,  
54,206 miles, Auto

‘07 HONDA ACCORD VP SEDAN

LOW  
PRICE

$9,795Stock #U3416I, 
88,528 Miles, Auto

‘09 TOYOTA PRIUS HB
GREAT  

GAS 
MILEAGE

$10,495Stock #U3506T,  
76,996 miles, Auto

‘11 TOYOTA COROLLA L SEDAN

LOW  
PRICE

$10,995Stock #U3428I,  
90,924 miles, Manual

‘07 HONDA CIVIC SI SEDAN

SUNROOF

$10,995Stock #U2906I,  
70,751 Miles, Auto

‘09 HYUNDAI SANTA FE

LOW  
PRICE

$6,995Stock #U3539T, 
77,259 miles, Auto

LOW  
PRICE

‘06 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT

$5,995Stock #U3548T,  
51,798 Miles, Auto

‘04 NISSAN ALTIMA SEDAN
LOW  
PRICE


