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NEW YORK’S #1 MATTRESS RETAILER

FREE
Boxspring

with any all-new Laura Ashley 
Heritage Collection mattress purchase.

ALL
NEW!

STARTING AT

$7888

SOLD IN SETS ONLY
Other sizes available at 

similar savings.

EACH
PIECE

SET LIST
$599

FREE DELIVERYON EVERYTHING Above
$599

Now thru
Monday

SAVE 70% SAVE 65%

QUEEN
FIRM

$18999

SOLD IN SETS ONLY
Other sizes available at 

similar savings.
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SET LIST
$1199

Jumbo Pillow

Mattress 
Protector

or

$199
EACH

ONLY
with any

mattress purchase.
Limit 2 per customer

UP TO
$80

VALUE

See store for details.
Plus 2 FREE

Tempur-Pedic Pillows!
($200 VALUE)

for72Months*
Interest

On any Tempur-Pedic purchase of $1,999 or
more made with your Sleepy’s credit card 

between 5/22/15 & 5/25/15. Equal monthly 
payments required for 72 months.

*See back for details.

Doorbusters 6HoursOnly SATURDAY
10am-4pm

FINAL DAYS!

FR
I.1

0A
M-9P

M, S
AT

.10
AM-10

PM

SU
N.10

AM-8P
M, M

ON.10
AM-10

PM

MEMORIALHOLIDAYSALE

UP
TO

Every Mattress In The Store!
excludes Tempur-Pedic



55%OFF
Luxury Plush

$109999

Queen Set
List $2399

Twin, Full and King sizes available at similar savings.
All models available for purchase may not be on display. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Previous sales do not apply. 

Great Deals All Day 

50%OFF
Luxury Plush

$89999

Queen Set
List $1799

50%OFF
9" Cool Gel  

$99999

Queen Set
List $1999

40%OFF
Ainsley Plush

$69999

Queen Set
List $1199

50%OFF
Firm Euro Top

$29999

Queen Set
List $599

55%OFF
Luxury Firm or Plush

$129999

Queen Set
List $2999

55%OFF
Ultra Firm or Plush

$169999

Queen Set
List $3699

WORLD CLASS

55%OFF
Premium Plush

$79999

Queen Set
List $1799

ALL
NEW!

L E G E N D

The new Phenom Crossover combines supportive coils with our 
exclusive foam technology for a more energizing sleep.

Experience the ultimate in comfort with our exclusive Beautyrest 
Legend Mattresses featuring Smart Response coil technology.

ALL
NEW! SAVE

UP TO

$400
on Beautyrest Phenom 

and Legend
See store for details.

NOW
$209999

Queen Set

NOW
$249999

Queen Set

55%OFF
Brookstone Gel

$49999

Queen Set
List $1199
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MOMBERG

The Amtrak Train 188 de-
railment sparked a national 
conversation, but the Queens 
victims of the crash made it 
a tragedy that hit home for 
many borough residents.

Just six days after the dev-
astating Amtrak derailment 
that took the life of Laura 
Finamore and seven others, 
including Justin Zemser of 
Far Rockaway, more than 200 
of her family members and 
friends gathered Monday for 
her funeral at St. Anastasia 
Roman Catholic Church in 
Douglaston. 

The large number of people 
who had come to show their 
respect and share their memo-
ries of the Douglaston native 
underscored how many lives 
she touched in her lifetime.

“The truth is this is such 
an incredible shock to all of 
us. It is certainly something I 
couldn’t have given a second 
of thought to merely six days 
ago,” said Laura Finamore’s 
brother, Peter Finamore, who 
delivered the eulogy.

The engineer of the train, 
Brandon Bostian, lives in For-
est Hills.

 Finamore, 47, was the man-
aging director of the Cushman 
Wakefield real estate firm, 
where she worked for seven 
years. She was a resident of 
Manhattan, but she grew up 
in northeast Queens and was a 
graduate of Benjamin Cardozo 
High School. She was also an 
alumna of George Washing-
ton University in Washington, 
DC.

Finamore’s wake was held 
over the weekend at Fairchild 
Sons Funeral Home. By special 
request from her family, Rev. 
Frank Tummino delivered the 
sermon for the mass at St An-

BY MADINA TOURE
 
State Assemblyman Ron 

Kim (D-Flushing) and U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing), along with business 
leaders and advocacy groups 
have launched the Health Nail 
Salon Network to address il-
legal working conditions, an 
exploitable workforce and un-
realistic pricing.

The heads of the Korean 
American Nail Association of 
New York, the Korean Ameri-
can Association of Greater 
New York, Asian Americans 
for Equality and the New York 
Asian Women’s Center led pri-
vate meetings to determine 
short-term and long-term solu-
tions since many Asian wom-
en work in these salons. 

The network is calling on 
local, state and federal govern-
ments to dig deeper and work 
with nail salon businesses to 
determine the root cause of the 
practices that takes advantage 
of vulnerable immigrants.

“For every turn, confron-
tation or setback, there are 
opportunities to learn and to 
become better at what you do,” 
Kim said. “Those who will re-
main and protect the status 
quo by finger-pointing or pick-
ing fights will not be able to 
use this chance to become bet-
ter businesses.”

Meng said as the daughter 
of Asian immigrants, she fits 
the profile of both a nail salon 
worker and a owner, but ac-

Continued on Page 58
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BY MADINA TOURE

The Bowne Playground 
located adjacent to PS 20 
in Flushing is undergoing 
a renovation to update the 
park’s facilities for children 
and adults alike.

The park consists of a seat-
ing area to the north, a multi-
purpose asphalt field used 
during recess by the school 
in the center, a comfort sta-
tion to the south surrounded 
by 2- to 5-year-old play zones 
and 5- to 12-year-old play-
ground, a handball court and 
a school garden. 

The park is surrounded by 
12-foot or 16-foot high fencing, 
which the city Parks Depart-
ment plans to replace with 
a 4-foot high iron-wrought 
fence. There are also out-
dated concrete pavement and 
benches in the sitting area. 

Community Board 7 voted 
to approve the project for 1.28 
acres, which will cost $3.43 
million, at its monthly board 
meeting at Union Plaza Care 
Center at 33-23 Union St. in 
Flushing Monday night. 

“You can see that active 
recreation is high on the 
list and then after that was 
improving the passive rec-
reation and then also the ex-
isting site amenities,” said 

Misty March, a landscape 
architect at Hargreaves As-
sociates, who is working on 
the project. 

Active recreation will 
consist of improving the play 
equipment, the spray show-
ers, swings and adding adult 
fitness, but will keep every-
thing that exists, including 
the basketball and handball 
courts.  

Passive recreation will 
consist of improving the 
green space and adding per-
formance.

Existing drinking foun-
tains, rest rooms and lighting 
will be improved, along with 
upgrading ADA access to the 
existing comfort station. 

A new corner entrance 
will be added. The entrance 
west of the comfort station 
will be moved eastward to 
create a more direct route 
from one side of the play area 
to the other. 

The project will also in-
clude the addition of game 
tables and adult fitness to the 
north, reducing the multi-
purpose courts, a perfor-
mance space and moving the 
play area to one side of the 
comfort station. The hand-
ball court and the garden 
will remain in the park. 

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Dozens of Whitestone resi-
dents rallied against overde-
velopment in their neighbor-
hood Sunday, following the 
sale of a trash-ridden water-
front property to a major New 
York developer. 

Edgestone Group, a real 
estate and development firm, 
recently bought the 18-acre 
waterfront property located on 
151-45 6th Road. The city has 
permitted the firm to build 
only 52 single-family homes on 
the property, including park 
space that is open to residents 
and the public.  

Rumors of an unapproved 
plan to build a 200-residential-
unit building had set the rally 
in motion. The We Love Whit-
estone group, elected officials 
and community members 
stood in front of the property 
entrance with picket signs, 
chanting “Stick to the plan, no 
deal.”

“This is approved for 52 
homes. Edgestone shows up 
and basically says we are go-
ing to build 200 units and 
shove it down your throats. 
That’s not going to happen,” 
said Alfredo Centola, presi-
dent of We Love Whitestone, 
a civic association. “This is 
a residential community and 
we are the ones that will have 
to deal with the traffic and 
noise.”  

City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside), state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) and 
state Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) said 
that residents did not have 
much to worry about, because 
they were ready to give their 
support if the developers 
changed their minds. 

“We have been here before, 
stopped a high school. There 
is a plan and I am the coun-
cil member for the office that 
would give approval,” Vallone 

said. “If they want to go do 
anything else, then they will 
have to start over. Whoever 
comes to this site and deviates 
from the plan faces this com-
munity.”

Activist, attorney and ur-
ban planner Paul Graziano 
said it would be difficult for 
the new developers to change 
any aspects of the site’s de-
velopment, since the city has 
only approved it for 52 homes. 
Anything more or less would 
have to go through the whole 
city approval system again, he 
said. 

The architect for the site, 
Joseph Sultana, stood in the 
crowd and yelled back that the 
rumors were not true. 

“They are starting their 
own rumors. We are building 
52 homes, 100 percent,” Sulta-
na said. “Nothing more or less 
than the original plan.”

Sultana mentioned that 
Edgestone tried to expand the 
plan to include more homes, 
based on the original approval 
for 114 homes, but when his of-
fice started receiving an out-
pouring of complaints, that 
was stopped.

 “I am from Whitestone, 
too. Why would I want to do 
this to my neighborhood?” 
Centola asked. “We are build-
ing homes, a promenade and a 
public park.” 

The major concern for 
Whitestone residents stems 
from fear of congestion. Resi-
dents have already complained 
about traffic and overcrowded 
schools. One resident shouted 
out, “Where are all these peo-
ple going to go?”

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Continued on Page 6

Misty March, the landscape architect for the project, discusses the 
plan.  Photo by Madina Toure

Whitestone residents and support groups rally  to make sure the owners 
of a controversial lot at 151th Street and 6th Road do not build additional 
homes.   Photo by Sadef Kully

Bowne playground 
to undergo revamp

Whitestone rallies
Residents, civics oppose developer over home site
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Zion Episcopal Church in Douglas-
ton is celebrating 185 years in June, 
marked by its annual Strawberry Festi-
val. But this year, the church is taking 
the festival as a chance to reaffirm its 
place in the Douglaston and Little Neck 
communities under its new leadership.

Though Zion Church is a nearly two-
century-old historic landmark widely 
known for the festival, it is clear that it 
is trying to engage the community and 
its parishioners in new and interesting 
ways.

Rev. Lindsay Lunnum came to Zion 
in 2013 as the first female rector at an 
Episcopal church in Queens. And her 
strides to make the church a more wel-
coming community center for everyone 
could not be more apparent. 

“This parish is growing,” Lunnum 
said. “It’s exciting that we are full of 
people of all ages and an active youth 
group. It’s so beautiful to see these re-
lationships come together between our 
longtime members, young families and 
teenagers.”

The church has cultivated a new 
look, most notably with a freshly paint-
ed red door, which Lunnum said helps 

signal to the neighborhood that the 
doors are always open.

The church already does a good job 
of letting neighbors know. The annual 
Strawberry Festival is an institution in 
northeast Queens.

Slated for Saturday, June 13, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., the festival provides 
the neighborhood with an opportunity 
to gather at Zion’s churchyard at 243-01 
Northern Blvd.

Sales of fresh, locally grown straw-
berries, strawberry shortcake and 
other sweets will highlight the festival 
activities, which also include a food 
court, flea market, children’s games, 
raffle, book sale and bouncy house. 

Youth from the church’s music pro-
grams will provide entertainment, but 
also as a part of Zion’s new approach, 
it has invited several community musi-
cians and performers to help commem-
orate the landmark event.

Zion is making progress to not only 
build a stronger community presence 
under Lunnum’s leadership, but also 
in bridging new partnerships and 
making the parish more welcoming to 
diverse members.

The church’s new interfaith ser-
vices have established collaborations 

with local religious organizations from 
diverse cultures and belief systems to 
encourage a common place for public 

participation.
In recognizing the needs of a di-

verse community, Zion has also estab-
lished an unprecedented program to 
encourage families that struggle with 
developmental disorders to take part 
in religious activities.

The monthly service is called 
Rhythms of Grace, which is inclusive 
to families who cannot worship in the 
more traditional ways.

Lunnum is a mother of two, one of 
whom has an Autism Spectrum Disor-
der. She said growing rates in autism 
and developmental disorders have, in 
turn, meant lower church participa-
tion.

“A lot of families with a child with, 
say, autism often stop coming to church 
because their child cannot sit still,” 
Lunnum said. “But the physical and in-
teractive nature of the monthly service 
gives a renewed opportunity for those 
families to worship together.”

Reach reporter Tom Momberg by e-
mail at tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Zion Church in Douglaston is preparing 
for its 185th-annual Strawberry Festival in 
June. Photo courtesy of Zion Church

Douglaston church reaches out to community
Zion Episcopal prepares for popular Strawberry Festival as it marks 185 years in NE Queens

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

One of the two Queens 
women who have been ac-
cused of plotting a terror at-
tack in the United States did 
not show up in court for a pre-
trial hearing Wednesday at 
Brooklyn federal court. 

Last week, Asia Siddiqui, 
31, and Noelle Velentzas, 28, 
both pleaded not guilty to 
conspiracy to use a weapon 
of mass destruction against 
people or properties in the 
United States and to teaching 
and/or distributing informa-
tion involving the making 
of a weapon of mass destruc-
tion. Siddiqui was additional-
ly charged with making false 
statements. 

Velentzas was present for 
the status hearing Wednes-
day, while Siddiqui refused 
to come to federal court, ac-
cording to court sources. 
Siddiqui’s court-appointed 

defense attorney, Thomas 
Dunn, was not in court. 

Velentzas’s husband, Abu 
Bakr, sat in the courtroom 
and Velentzas smiled weakly 
at him from across the court-
room. Siddiqui, Velentzas, 
Abu Bakr and his two chil-
dren all lived together in a 
home on 104th Road in Ja-
maica.  

A court source said Sid-
diqui was not present because 
she was under the impression 
that she did not need to be at 
the hearing so she refused to 
leave her cell.

According to the criminal 
complaint, a federal under-
cover investigation found 
that Siddiqui and Velentzas 
allegedly planned, gathered 
and shared material for a 
terror attack in the United 
States; expressed violent, ji-
hadi beliefs and had alleged 
ties to terrorist groups.

BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City will get 
national exposure as it hosts 
NBC’s two-hour national 
broadcast of the 39th Annual 
Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced Wednesday that the 
nation’s largest Independence 
Day pyrotechnic display would 
return to the East River for the 
second straight year. 

“Last year, we brought Ma-
cy’s incredible fireworks back 
to the East River – and this 
year, with barges up and down 
the river, even more New York-
ers will be able to take part,” 
de Blasio said. “This celebra-
tion will light up the sky for 
millions in Queens, Brooklyn 
and Manhattan. There’s no 
question: This will be a dyna-
mite 4th of July for New York-
ers across the city.”

Unlike last year, when 
Queens residents were dis-
appointed to learn the fire-
works would go off around the 
Brooklyn Bridge, barges will 
be placed further north. They 
will be visible along the entire 
East River shoreline.

“We’ll just consider last 

year’s display a dry run for 
this year,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said. “At the 
time, the administration was 
already planning to move it 
further up the river, where it 
will be viewable from Long Is-
land City and therefore more 
easily accessible to the 2.3 mil-
lion residents of the Borough 
of Queens.”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
pushed hard for the relocation, 
according to sources, and he 
was elated with the announce-
ment. 

“LIC is the staging area for 
the event this year, and you 
won’t have to twist your neck 
and squint your eyes towards 
Brooklyn,” Van Bramer said. 
“Last year was a good step 
forward getting it back on the 
East River, but we knew we 
had to get it closer to Queens 
and move it further up river 
and we got that.”

Veso Buntic, the owner of 
Anable Basin Sailing Bar & 
Grill, on the waterfront at 44th 
Drive, was among the disap-
pointed last year.

 “It’s going to help everyone 
in the neighborhood, not just 

me,” he said, adding the NYPD 
paid a visit last week suggest-
ing he issue tickets to his cus-
tomers.

“They’re concerned about 
crowd control,” he said. 
“They’re going to close the 

street so we don’t get over-
whelmed with people.”

Gustavo Rodriguez is book-
ing three musical acts to pre-
form at LIC Bar’s annual pre-
fireworks show. 

“We’re elated that it’s back,” 

he said. “I remember how LIC 
used to be like Times Square 
on New Year’s Eve before they 
moved it to the Hudson in ‘09. 
This is going to be great.”

Some 40,000 pyrotechnic 
shells will be fired off during 
the 25-minute synchronized 
display, from four barges posi-
tioned between 23rd Street and 
37th Street. Gantry State Park 
and Hunters Point South Park 
will be prime viewing areas.

“I definitely think it’s pay-
back for the community get-
ting shortchanged last year,” 
Hunters Point Parks Conser-
vancy President Rob Basch 
said. “Now they’ll be right in 
front of us with a gorgeous 
backdrop of the Manhattan 
skyline. All this exposure will 
surely make LIC a ‘must see’ 
for tourists down the road. 
And when they see what we 
see every day, they’ll keep 
coming back.”

BP Katz agreed to a point. 
“I think LIC is already a tour-
ist destination,” she said. “We 
are already the No. 1 destina-
tion of choice by Lonely Planet 
and this will help further our 
stature worldwide.”

BY TOM MOMBERG

A new study released by 
Airbnb, the website that al-
lows people to rent out their 
homes and other lodgings, 
found that roughly 42,000 peo-
ple stayed in Queens in 2014 
using listings they found on 
the site, generating about $30 
million of economic activity 
in the borough.

The report, which was con-
ducted by Manhattan-based 
HR&A Advisors, estimated 
Airbnb rentals to have gener-
ated about $1.15 billion in the 
city, but much of it was gener-
ated through illegal use.

Airbnb has been under 
much scrutiny by state law-
makers and Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman, whose of-
fice released its own report on 
Airbnb listings in the city last 
fall. That report concluded 

that as many as 72 percent of 
listings over the past several 
years violated state law.

Current state laws prevent 
people from sharing their 

This recent sampling of accomodations in Bayside is available on the 
Airbnb site.  Air BnB website

Airbnb generates $30 million 
for Queens economy: Report

Continued on Page 58Continued on Page 58

LIC gets starring role this July Fourth
TV network to broadcast fi reworks spectacular from waterfront park on East River

Unlike last year, the Macy's 4th of July Fireworks will be seen from Long 
Island City and Astoria.

Terror suspect dodges 
federal court hearing
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration recently an-
nounced it will conduct a new 
survey of airplane noise in 
neighborhoods around the 
country’s largest airports to 
determine whether new stan-
dards are needed.

But Queens community 
organizations that were estab-
lished to mitigate community 
concerns over airplane noise 
around LaGuardia and John 
F. Kennedy and airports said 
the study is a waste of time 
and money.

Though it is a decades-
old issue, increased airplane 
traffic and the establishment 
of new flight patterns at New 
York airports have produced 
an increasing number of con-
cerns from borough residents, 
despite technological advanc-
es that have made newer air 
crafts quieter.

The FAA plans to sur-
vey about 12,000 residents in 
neighborhoods around 20 un-
identified airports by phone 
and by mail, not by measuring 
noise. 

The survey questions will 
be based on recommenda-
tions from the International 
Commission on Biological Ef-
fects of Noise, according to the 
FAA, which plans to conclude 
the survey and come up with 

new recommendations for 
noise monitoring by 2016.

Queens Quiet Skies Presi-
dent Janet McEneaney said 
the question is not a matter 
of whether or not and where 
people can or cannot tolerate 
current levels of noise; it is 
a question of how to actually 
measure the levels of noise 
pollution from the ground.

She said it is likely that Con-
gress will pressure the FAA 
to change the measurement 
standard this year regardless, 
due to an increase in national 
collaboration between com-
munities advocating to lower 
the standard maximum noise 
threshold, in which case the 
study would be unnecessary. 
Aircraft noise is currently 
measured using Day-Night 

Average Sound Level or DNL, 
which stemmed from a simi-
lar social survey of transpor-
tation noise conducted in the 
1970s. The DNL measurement 
system averages noise levels 
across 365 days a year, weight-
ing nighttime levels heavier 
than daytime. 

“That was the result of a 
consortium of agencies and 
scientists to measure the com-
patibility between airports 
and zoning standards,” McE-
neaney said. “The current 
monitoring practices don’t 
address how we actually expe-
rience airplane noise. It was 
intended to do something very 
different.”

The FAA established in 
1981 a DNL of 65 decibels as the 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Family, friends and faculty 
members gathered on the great 
lawn at St. John’s Sunday to 
salute 2,200 students Sunday 
at the university’s 145th grad-
uation ceremony. 

An estimated 64 percent of 
the graduates were female, 892 
were international students 
and more than 700 students 
studied abroad in this 2015 
graduating class, said Dr. Con-
rado Gempesaw, president of 
St. John’s. Nearly 19,000 well-
wishers turned out to watch 
them collece their degrees.

 The keynote speaker was 
Bishop David O’Connell, the 
10th Bishop of the Diocese of 
Trenton, N.J. The former dean 
and vice president at St. John’s 
was presented with the Medal 

of Honor, the highest award in 
the university’s system. 

O’Connell began his speech 
about current and upcoming 
change and what it takes to 
handle that change in a fast-
paced world. 

“There are two levels of 
change, in your head mean-
ing around you, and in your 
heart, meaning inside of you,” 
O’Connell said. “Education 
should change you.”

He ended on the late Brit-
ish Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill’s quote, “To im-
prove is to change. To change 
often is to be perfect.”

The youngest graduate was 
20-year old, Kailyn Kalloo from 
South Ozone Park, who said, “I 
eventually want to work in the 
FBI or U.S. Marshals office. I 
majored in criminal justice.”

The eldest graduate was 

BY BILL PARRY

Queens residents will no 
longer have to travel to an-
other borough for sexual and 
reproductive health services 
when a new Planned Parent-
hood clinic opens in Long Is-
land City next month.

 Elected officials joined 
administrators and support-
ers of Planned Parenthood of 
New York City for a ribbon-
cutting ceremony Monday at 
the new state-of-the-art facil-
ity, at 21-41 45th Rd. in Court 
Square, just steps from the 
No. 7 subway station.

The 14,000-square-foot 
patient-centered facility is 
named the Diane L. Max 
Health Center in honor of the 
organization’s chairwoman. 

“This new center is a very 
big step for us. It puts Planned 
Parenthood in every borough 
and keeps New York City at 
the forefront of reproductive 
health care,” Max said. “The 
Queens center helps ensure 
that all New Yorkers, no mat-
ter where they live, can ac-
cess the reproductive health 
care they need.”

Planned Parenthood an-
ticipates that the Queens fa-
cility will provide services to 
17,500 clients each year once 
it is fully operational, includ-
ing birth control, gyneco-
logical care, pregnancy tests, 
testing for sexually transmit-
ted infections and abortion 
services. The center will 
employ 30 staffers and inter-
pretation services to ensure 
that everyone can access the 
care they need, according to 
officials.

“We’re thrilled to be 
opening the doors of this 
beautiful new health center 
to the Queens community,” 
Planned Parenthood Presi-
dent and CEO Joan Malin 
said. “Queens represents the 
future of this city, and we’re 
so excited to be part of this 

remarkable borough. Come 
June, Queens residents will 
have increased access to high-
quality, confidential sexual 
and reproductive health care 
services they need, regard-
less of their income or immi-
gration status.”

Malin added that Planned 
Parenthood is expanding 
access to services at a time 
when “reproductive rights 
are under siege” across the 
country. “Astonishing” was 
the word U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (D-Astoria) used to 
describe the opposition in 
Congress.

“While other areas of 
the country are hurting 
women’s health by attacking 
Planned Parenthood, here 
in New York we recognize 
their crucial contributions 
and welcome them with open 
arms,” Maloney said. “We are 
unique. There are many plac-
es in this country where you 
have to get on a Greyhound 
bus to get the services you’ll 
get here.”

Planned Parenthood of-
ficials point to public health 
data that shows the glaring 
need for the new facility in 
Queens, where 14 percent of 
the population lives under 
the poverty line. Queens also 
has the highest rate of un-
insured women and girls in 
all five boroughs and nearly 
60 percent of pregnancies in 
Queens are unintended.

In addition, they say, 
many of the city’s most un-
derserved and vulnerable 
residents live in Queens. For 
example, in western Queens, 
rates of HIV, sexually trans-
mitted diseases, and teen 
pregnancies are among the 
highest in the city.

“For too many women and 
families, affordable, high-
quality health care remains 
out of reach,” Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said. “Planned Parent-

Bishop David O'Connell gave the 
keynote address on the  inevi-
tablility of change at St. John 
University’s 145th commence-
ment. Photo by Michael Shain 

Elected officials join Planned Parenthood administrators for a ribbon-
cutting ceremony at their new LIC clinic. Photo by Bill Parry

The Federal Aviation Administration plans to conduct a survey to 
consider changing the ways it measures aircraft noise. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Planned Parenthood
set to open LIC clinic

At SJU thousands graduate

Feds to study noise
FAA re-evaluates effect of aviation sound on communities

Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 26

SEE PHOTOS 
ON PAGE 42
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ
 
The wife of the amateur rapper who 

was killed last week is in the middle of 
planning a funeral and memorial, she 
wrote on Facebook. 

Lionel Pickens, who was known by 
his rap name Chinx, was shot to death 
in the early hours Sunday at 84th Drive 
and Queens Boulevard in Briarwood. 
Police were still searching for the kill-
er. 

Pickens and his friend were in a 
Porsche, according to police, when 
another car pulled up to the driver’s 
side and shot at Pickens and his friend, 
Antar Alziadi. Pickens was hit at least 
eight times, authorities said.

 The rapper was taken to Jamaica 
Hospital Medical Center , where he 
died. Alziadi was hit more than once, 
but he managed to live and he is now 
in critical condition, according to po-
lice.  There had been no arrests as of 
Wednesday afternoon and the investi-
gation was ongoing, police said.

According to The New York Times, 
Chinx had performed in Brooklyn on 
Saturday night. Chinx’s wife, Janelli 
Caceres, took to Facebook, where she 
memorialized her husband and the fa-
ther of her three children. 

“My son is asking for his dad he 
wants him to come home he keeps ask-
ing why did God angels take his dad 
and when are they bringin him back,” 
she recently wrote. “What do I say to 
him!!!??? To see this sadness in him 
is killin ... These Devils ruined my 
family they took a father away from 
his kids from his son that he loved to 
death...why?”

Chinx was a member of the hip-
hop group and record label Coke Boy. 
He was living in Ozone Park but had 
grown up rapping since high school in 
Far Rockaway with a local rap group 
Rockaway Riot Squad.  He later joined 
Bronx rapper French Montana’s re-
cord label Coke Boys in 2009.

Chinx was an up-and-coming rap-
per and had been considered  in a vote 

for XXL magazine’s Freshmen 10th 
Spot, a magazine dedicated to hip-hop 
and rap music news.

His management team, Legion Me-
dia Group, posted a picture of him in a 
suit on Instagram and released a state-
ment Sunday announcing his death.

Chinx served a four-year sentence 
for cases involving robbery and crack 
cocaine at Mid-State Correctional Fa-
cility before signing with the Coke 
Boys record label. While he was in 
prison, his mentor, Steven Bundles, 
whose real name was Rayquan Elliott, 
was shot to death in 2007 in the lobby 
of his Far Rockaway apartment, ac-
cording to reports citing police. Like 
Chinx, he was due to release an album 
soon.

According to The New York Post , 
Chinx was shot at least 15 times soon 
after performing at a nightclub called 
the Red Wolf. Chinx and his friend were 
shot by a lone gunman, according to The 
Post , who pulled up in a blue car. 

One possible motive for the shoot-
ing was a jealous friend or someone 
who resented Chinx’s success. Chinx 
usually had two security guards drive 
him around, but for some unknown 
reason Chinx did not have the body-
guards in the car with him on the 
night of his death.The death of Chinx 
has also stirred fear of a whole set of 
retaliatory killings. 

Lionel Pickens' cap lies on the ground out-
side the Porsche the rapper was riding in 
when he was shot.

Ozone Park rapper
killed over weekend 

District Office
213-33 39th Avenue, Suite 238

Bayside, NY 11361
718-357-3588

Assemblyman 
Edward C. Braunstein

26th District
As we spend time with our families this Memorial Day, 

let us stop to remember all those 
who have sacrificed so much for our freedom.

The 
GREATER WHITESTONE TAXPAYERS 

CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
 honors those who bravely served this country.  

Our nation’s soldiers serve and sacrifice 
their lives everyday 

to protect our country and ideals.
On Memorial Day, let us take time 

to commemorate them all-with gratitude.
G.W.T.C.A., P.O. BOX 570426 

Whitestone, NY 11357  
Ph: (718) 767-1562  

E-mail: gwtca@verizon.net Board members raised concerns 
about children roller-blading in the 
park and ADA accessibility.

Joanne Amagrande-Savarese, chief 
of staff to the Queens Parks commis-
sioner, said the project’s goal is to im-
prove appearance and accessibility.  

“What we’re trying to do right now 
is make our parks more inviting and 
accessible,” Amagrande-Savarese 
said.

Officials expect to finalize the de-
sign and begin the procurement phase 
in August.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 2 

CB 7
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SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

 Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
Leg, Low Back Weakness
Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
Difficulty Walking
Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs

Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

Call Now 
for a
FREE

Consultation 
to see 

how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

Flexor digitorum 
profumdus

Twig to joint

Flexor digitorum 
superficialis

Hook of hamafe

Deep branch of ulnar nerve
Twig to 4th lumbrical

Deep transverse 
metacarpal ligament

Pisometacarpal 
Pisohamate

Ligaments

Pisiform
Median nerve

Ulnar nerve

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Fibrous digital sheath

Palmar ligament (plate)

Collateral ligament

Tubercle of scaphiod

Tubercle of trapezium
Articular capsule

Radial artery 
Three perforating arteries

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Flex retin

Acupuncture
Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Occupational Therapy
Diagnostic Testing
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Hydromassage

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today. 
Call Now for a 

“FREE Consultation” to see 
how our technologies 

may benefit you.
Most Insurances Accepted

We 
NOW HAVE 
COLD LASER

IF YOU HAVE 
CARPAL TUNNEL 

SYNDROME 
OR ITS SYMPTOMS:

SMALL OBJECTS

WITH PAIN

With this ad. Expires 9-29-11

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.
www.northshorerehabassociates.com 

NO MORE SURGERY?NO MORE SURGERY?
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POLICE 

Blotter
ELMHURST—A reputed member of 
the Sureño 13 street gang has been 
charged with murder, gang assault and 
weapons possession in the fatal shoot-
ing of a 38-year-old Elmhurst man fol-
lowing a verbal argument ealier this 
month. Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown identified the defendant as 
Raul Zamora, 33, of Jackson Heights 
in the broad daylight shooting death 
of Corona resident Jorge Manzanarez, 
33, on May 5.

Zamora approached Manzanarez at 
the corner of Roosevelt and Whitney 
avenues with two other men, who are 
still at large, and shot the victim once 
in the chest, according to the criminal 
complaint. Manzanarez was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital Center where he 
died later that day.

“The defendant is accused of set-
tling a verbal dispute with deadly 
gunfire,” D.A. Brown said. “By his al-

leged senseless actions, the defendant 
has shown a total disregard for hu-
man life and now faces the possibility 
of spending the rest of his life behind 
bars.”

Zamora was arraigned Sunday 
before Queens Criminal Court Judge 
Dorothy Chin-Brandt on a criminal 
complaint charging him with second-
degree murder, first-degree gang as-
sault and second-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon. Zamora, who 
faces up to 25 years to life in prison if 
convicted, was ordered held without 
bail and to return to court on June 1.

The investigation was conducted 
by detectives assigned to the NYPD’s 
110th Precinct Detective Squad. The 
search for the two other men contin-
ues.

Anyone with information is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS

GLENDALE — Teenager Kimberly 
Chicaiza was reported to authorities as 
a missing person Saturday, and police 
were seeking public assistance to find 
her. The young Hispanic woman was 
last seen at about 4:30 p.m. last Friday, 
police said. 

Chicaiza is 14-years old, 4-feet-8-
inches tall, weighs about 120 pounds, 
and has long brown hair and brown 
eyes. She was last seen wearing black 
sneakers, a white T-shirt and blue 
jeans, police said. The missing girl is 
a resident of 64th Street near 80th Av-
enue, within the confines of the 104th 
Precinct of the NYPD.

Any information regarding Chic-
aiza’s wherabouts should be reported 

to authorities by calling 800-577-8477. 
Tips can also be submitted anony-
mously at www.nypdcrimestoppers.
com.

LONG ISLAND CITY—There is a man 
on the loose who has an affinity for 
slapping butts.

Last month a man slapped a 31-year-
old woman on her behind and police 
have now released a sketch to help 
their ongoing efforts to find the man 
who they describe as a 35-year-old 
Hispanic who is suspected of sexual 
abuse. In the sketch the man has a wry 
smile – slightly upturned left lip -- and 
wears the red baseball cap he wore 
when he rode his bike past the woman 
and slapped her derrière. 

The drive-by slap happened on 
April 22 in the light of day at 4 p.m. on 
Jackson Avenue and 23rd Street, ac-
cording to police. 

The young man in this sketch is wanted in 
connection with slapping a woman on the 
backside, then riding off on a bike. 

NYPD 

Drive-by slapper plagues Long Island City

Glendale teenager reported missing

Jackson Heights man charged in shooting

“On Memorial 
Day, we 

recognize and 
honor those 

who made the 
ultimate sacrifice 
for our country, 
those who have 
proudly served, 
and those who 

wear the uniform 
today.”

MARK S. WEPRIN
Council Member

AND SO WILL 
YOUR POCKETS 
�s a community credit union� �e�re ab�e to return our �ro�ts to our  
account 	o�ders� so you get better rates� 	ig	er returns and more bene�ts.  

t�s mutua��y bene�cia� banking at its best. 
� Online Banking 
� Home Loans                   
� Personal Loans             
� Vehicle Loans  

� Savings Accounts
� Free Checking
�  30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs  
� Low-Rate Credit Cards                      

OUR COMMUNITY 
TIES RUN DEEP…

Discover community banking 
at QsideFCU.org.

Fedeerally Insured by NCUA 

Kimberly Chicaiza, 14, is reported missing.  
NYPD
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The Douglaston School of 
Literature, PS 98Q, had a spe-
cial visit last week from Dr. 
Lindamichelle Baron, who 
worked with children in a se-
ries of workshops to help them 
express themselves through 
poetry.

The former New York City 
public school teacher, writer, 
poet and founder of Harlin 
Jacque Publication caught 
the attention of students of all 
ages in a school assembly, em-
powering them to value their 
own ideas through a number 
of poems she had written when 
she was a teacher. Then Baron 
took individual third- and 
fourth-grade classes in work-
shops to encourage them to do 
some writing of their own.

She helped students in Amy 
Kuchynsky’s fourth-grade 
class to overcome the biggest 
challenge in writing and real-
ize “the most harmful critic is 
the one inside yourself.” 

Baron helped students 
knock down walls of insecu-
rity to be able to freely express 
and share ideas, which gave 
several of them the means to 
find their inner poet. 

Students were asked to 
leave judgments at the door 
and share ideas with each 
other.

“Giving these kids the 

means to write and express 
themselves is really about 
sharing my background, and 
incorporating all the things in 
my life that have influences on 
my poetry,” Baron said. “I feel 
like some of them really heard 
the poetry I wrote, and those 
that had never really written 
poetry found motivation to 
write from their own reflec-
tions.” 

Every student was given a 
blank paper book in which to 
write their own poems. A few 
of them were truly inspired, 
completely filling their books 
with poems by the end of the 
week.

Matthew Doban said he is 
usually a very shy kid.  But 
since the workshop was his 
first real exposure to poetry, 
he said he found it much easier 
to express himself, especially 
after he learned poems don’t 
necessarily have to rhyme. 

“I like it, because you are 
really free to do whatever you 
want,” Matthew said. “There is 
no limit to what you can do    --- 
the only limit is your mind.”

Doban’s classmate, Ma-
ria Plioutas, said she loves to 
write and even keeps a diary. 
Poetry is helping the fourth 
grader to explore new avenues 

“Sweet Doctors” 

by Matthew Doban

I know about eyes,
But I never knew they could 

sparkle,
Until I saw you
I know hearts could beat 

slowly,
But I never knew they could 

race,
Until I saw you
I knew faces had details,
But I never knew they could 

light up your day,
Until I saw you

“My Dumb Annoying 

Lifesaving Allergies” 

by Helena Barrett

Summer is my favorite sea-
son

You can bike around the 

neighborhood, 
With no reason
But as the cold winds start 

to grow,
It is time for summer to go
Then comes fall and after 

there’s winter
Then this dimwitted ice 

starts to splinter and quake 
And then there’s spring,
Give me a break!
Dad’s old car is covered in 

yellow
My friend keeps on sneezing
That poor poor fellow
My nose is always running
That pollen is so cunning!
Spring is such a fool
It’s really not that cool
Except for last Friday
When spring made me stay 

home 
From school!

“Hero” 
by Maria Plioutas

A hero is not just someone 
like Superman or Batman

A hero cares, they will al-
ways be by your side

Remember that day you 
cried?

Well the person that was 
there for you—

That was your hero.
So many people in the world 

are heroes.
Next time you look at some-

one
Think about what makes 

them a hero
Because everyone is a hero 

deep inside
You might even be a hero 

too

BY BILL PARRY

New York City will have its 
first-ever comprehensive cul-
tural plan now that Mayor Bill 
de Blasio signed the legislation 
Monday. The new law requires 
the city Department of Culture 
to address the availability and 
distribution of cultural activi-
ties in the five boroughs, the 
relationship between cultural 
activities and social and eco-
nomic health and welfare, 
housing and studio needs of 
artists, and increasing arts ed-
ucation and activities in public 
schools.

“There’s no doubt New 
York City is a cultural center 
of the world, and the arts are 
essential to our economy, our 
schools, and our vibrancy as 
a city,” de Blasio said. “We 
are committed to ensuring 
all New Yorkers have access 
to cultural activities, and this 
comprehensive plan will help 
unify our initiatives aimed 
at lifting up all New Yorkers 
through arts and culture.”

The legislation also re-
quires the DCLA to establish 
a Citizens’ Advisory Com-
mittee, which will advise the 
development and implemen-
tation of the plan and will re-
view DCLA’s biannual report 
on the progress of the plan.

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
was a co-sponsor of the bill. 
He also pushed a separate 
bill through the Council that 
will give the public a greater 
voice on the placement of 
public art.

The public outcry over 
an 8-foot-tall pink statue the 
city plans to install in Long 
Island City was so vocifer-
ous, Van Bramer introduced 
a bill that would give the 
community more of a say 
on the city’s Percent for Art 
program. The bill, passed 
unanimously by the Council 
last week, would require the 

DCLA to provide advance no-
tification of its intention to 
include works of art in a Per-
cent for Art project on the 
agency’s website and hold 
public meetings to discuss 
future projects. 

“Public art has the abil-
ity to inspire and make us 
see the world around us 
through a different lens,” 
said Van Bramer, who is the 
Council’s chairman of the 
Cultural Affairs Committee. 
“My bill aims to enhance the 
Percent for Art program by 
giving New Yorkers the abil-
ity to have a greater role in 
selecting public art projects 
that truly reflect the diver-
sity of our city. The arts have 
shaped New York City. Pass-
ing this bill and mandating 
public hearings on Percent 
for Arts projects will solidify 
our city’s presence as the cul-
tural mecca of the world by 
ensuring more communities 
have access to public art.”

The bronze sculpture of a 
sunbathing human form will 
be placed on Jackson Avenue 
near 43rd Avenue, at a total 
cost of $515,000. The hefty 
price tag is not what set off 
the controversy, Community 
Board 2 members complained 
loudly that they were “left out 
of the loop” during the plan-
ning process.

“For the last 30 years the 
Percent for Arts program has 
provided New Yorkers with 
hundreds of extraordinary 
works of art that enhance our 
libraries, plazas, schools and 
other public spaces through-
out the city,” city Department 
of Cultural Affairs Commis-
sioner Tom Finkelpearl said. 
“When I was director of this 
program in the 1990s, I saw 
the incredible value that close 
collaboration with residents 
and stakeholders brings to 
the process, creating a strong 
sense of ownership over the 

Mayor de Blasio signs legislation to develop New York City's first-ever 
Comprehensive Cultural Plan Photo courtesy of Mayor's Office

Dr. Lindamichelle Baron shares her thought process behind some of 
her poems during a workshop with a PS 98Q fourth grade class. 

Photo by Tom Momberg

Cultural Plan is a go
as de Blasio signs bill

Students share their rhymes 

PS 98 learns poetry
Special visit teaches kids to challenge their inner critic

Continued on Page 20

Continued on Page 58
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New York City Council Member  

Paul A. Vallone 

This Memorial Day, salute the men and women who 
protected our great country and made the ultimate 
sacrifice. We thank you for your service and we will 

always remember... 

Paid for by We Support Paul Vallone 

Doo WopFree

Concert
Featuring: 

The Barons Oldies 
Doo Wop Show

Sunday, May 31 at 4:00 p.m.
Mac Neil Park, College Place & 5th Ave

Concert is sponsored by NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation & Poppenhusen 
Institute and is funded by Borough President Melinda Katz with public funds from 

the New York City Dept. of Cultural Affairs.

Bring a picnic and chair or blanket

Summer Concerts in the Tree-Shaded Garden 

of Poppenhusen Institute

114-04 14th Road, College Point

Parking is available but limited.

 Entrance fee at 

Poppenhusen Institute concert: $5          

Seniors & U.S. Veterans: $3

Every Sunday in July at 5:00 p.m. concerts will be
 held at Poppenhusen Institute including Doo Wop, 

Greek, Latin and more. 
Sunday, July 5 - The Something Special Band will 

perform patriotic, Big Band and Swing music.

At 4:00 p.m., the day of each concert, tours of the historic 
facility will be conducted including stops 

at the old village jail cells, First Free Kindergarten 
exhibit and a new art exhibit.

Details on other concerts will appear on our website: 
poppenhuseninstitute.org by the end of May. 

Refreshments and raffl es will be sold.
Contact us at poppenhusen@juno.com

or (718) 358-0067.

Anthony Planakis, an NYPD detective who for 20 years was the department’s bee expert,  is 
called out of retirement in the middle of the night to wrangle a hidden colony of 40,000 bees 
that had nested in an overhang behind a home in Flushåing.  Tony Bees, as he is called, uses a 
vacuum to gently remove the ornery creaturefrom a honeycomb, one of the biggest colonies 
he’d ever seen, Planakis said.                                         Photo by Roy Renna / BMR Breaking News

BEE-WITCHING JOB
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Invest in Something  
 That Matters to You
New York State Dormitory bonds not only let you earn money tax free, they let you 
invest in something close to home. That means you can watch civic progress and 
still enjoy a quality bond.
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The Amtrak rail crash has reverberated across 
Queens with the deaths of a U.S. Naval Academy 
midshipman from Far Rockaway and a real estate 
executive who grew up in Douglaston.  The engineer 
of the Northeast Corridor Train 188 lives in Forest 
Hills, but has not been seen in Queens as the Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board investigates the 
accident on the heavily traveled route between New 
York and Washington.

 One day after the derailment in Philadelphia 
killed eight people and injured more than 200, a House 
panel did the unthinkable: Republican members vot-
ed to slash about $260 million from Amtrak’s $1.4 bil-
lion annual budget and rejected Democratic requests 
for money to install speed control technology, which 
could have prevented the disastrous accident. 

 Not surprisingly, the action occurred after a 
bitter partisan clash, reflecting the deep divide be-
tween public transportation supporters on the two 
coasts and the drive-everywhere advocates in the 
rest of the country.

  Forgotten amid the predictable political stale-
mate were the doomed train’s passengers and crew, 
who deserved some thoughtful deliberations about 
Amtrak safety rather than a rush to deny the strug-
gling railroad a lifeline well before the facts of the 
crash are known.

 Republican House Speaker John Boehner bris-
tled when asked if the accident stemmed from a lack 
of funding for Amtrak. New York’s Democratic Sen. 
Charles Schumer accused him of “massive igno-
rance” about rail safety.

  Queens has a vested interest in the viability of 
Amtrak, which controls the East River tunnels used 
by the Long Island Rail Road, owns part of the Sun-
nyside yards and runs its Boston-bound trains across 
Hell Gate Bridge in Astoria   There have been several 
derailments in the tunnels, which have delayed le-
gions of LIRR commuters and prompted the MTA to 
push unsucessfully for authority over the tubes.

  But most importantly, it has been heartbreaking 
for the borough to lose two people to what may have 
been an avoidable catastrophe.

  Whether the engineer is ultimately found to be 
at fault or not, it is irresponsible for Congress to deny 
funding to Amtrak for new safety technology that 
can save lives, including their own for colleagues 
from both sides of the aisle who ride the rails be-
tween Penn Station and Union Station.

 And Congress must set a realistic deadline for 
the system to be fully installed so that Midshipman 
Justin Zemser, 20, and Laura Finamore, 47, will not 
have died in vain. 

FIXING AMTRAK

New York needs more youth hostels
Presently, New York City 

does not have a law that legal-
izes youth hostels. The New York 
City Council has introduced a 
bill, Intro 699, that would permit 
youth hostels to be established in 
commercial districts only. The 
passing of this bill would provide 
access to safe, modern, legal and 
regulated hostel facilities for 
thousands of youth travelers on 
an annual basis.

 Legalizing hostels will ensure 
that New York is well-positioned 
to grow its market share of the es-
timated $320 billion youth travel 
market in 2020. Hostelworld.com, 
an international hostel and bud-
get travel reservations company, 
recently estimated the market 

for hostel bookings in New York 
City to be worth $178 million an-
nually – a very significant boost 
to any city and one that is set to 
grow.

In recent years New York City 
has fallen behind, as a number of 
major US cities saw an increase 
in youth hostel construction. 
While 50 hostels that provided 
more than two million annual 
bed-nights in New York City 
have closed since 2010, cites such 
as Miami, New Orleans, Los An-
geles and Chicago have opened 
dozens of new hostels welcoming 
hundreds of thousands of youth 
travelers who are now sidestep-
ping New York City.

Since 2012 alone, Miami has 

opened four new hostels adding 
226,000 annual bed nights, New 
Orleans added six new small hos-
tels (70,000 annual bed nights), 
Los Angeles opened six new hos-
tels (89,000 annual bed nights), 
and Chicago tops the list with 
four new hostels (297,000 annual 
bed nights).

When evaluating the number 
of youth travelers seeking safe, 
legal and affordable accommoda-
tion, New York City is not even 
a competitor. City Councilmem-
bers are leading an important 
first step in reviving the youth 
traveler market in New York.  

 
Sascha Dimitriewicz

CEO, Wombats City Hostels
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READERS WRITE

In its latest effort to obtain 
NYC Landmark status, the 
Broadway-Flushing Home-
owners’ Association asked the 
homeowners to vote in favor of 
or against seeking landmark 
designation. This request for 
a vote disingenuously implies 
that homeowners have input 
and can participate in the land-
marking process. According to 
the law, landmark designation 
is not the subject of a vote by 
the community or homeown-
ers and notification to hom-
eowners is not required.

In a response to my con-
cerns regarding landmark des-
ignation, the Law Department 
of New York City apprised 
me that “a formal application 

process does not exist. The 
commission considers eligible 
buildings and districts for des-
ignation in response to sug-
gestions from many sources, 
including groups and individu-
als as well as the observations 
of commission members and 
staff. While the Landmarks 
Commission seeks and encour-
ages community and property 
owners’ participation and sup-
port when considering pro-
posed landmark designations, 
neither is a required condition 
for the designation of a land-
mark.” The letter continues “…
the determination as to wheth-
er a building or a district is to 
be landmarked is not the sub-
ject of a referendum or vote by 

the community or property 
owners.” It is clear the wishes 
and desires of the homeowners 
are superfluous.

If these facts are not suf-
ficient to prompt a pause in 
the cause for designation, 
consider the regulations and 
restrictions on private prop-
erty. Designation requires 
homeowners to apply for and 
receive permits for most work 
and to consult with architects 
or contractors approved to 
work on historic buildings. It 
also requires them to wait 20 
to 90 days for a permit which 
will give permission to paint 
wood, masonry or handrails 
a different color; install ex-
terior light fixtures; install 

new window sashes or frames; 
paint doors and door frames a 
different color; replace roofing 
material; install yard lighting, 
etc.  Please visit the NYC Land-
mark Commission website for 
a complete list.

(In the interest of full dis-
closure, I am no longer a ho-
meowner but have lived in 
Flushing and was a member of 
the Broadway-Flushing Hom-
eowners’ Association for over 
30 years. I implore my neigh-
bors to get informed and assert 
their common sense.)

Invoking landmark laws 
to resolve problems resulting 
from un-enforced building 
codes, inadequate zoning laws, 
indiscriminate variances, 

corruption and lack of over-
sight is disingenuous. This is 
neither the intent nor spirit 
of the landmark laws. The fo-
cus of the association and our 
elected representatives should 
be on improving, updating and 
enforcing zoning and build-
ing codes and not on limiting 
the rights of the homeowners 
and creating fertile ground for 
more bureaucratic corruption. 
Restricting and regulating 
homeowners’ property rights 
may stifle their proclivity to 
enhance and enrich the “gra-
cious sense of place” they cre-
ated in the first place.

Ed Konecnik
Flushing

We have lost Police Offi-
cer Brian Moore of the 105th 
Precinct, who died in the 
line of duty. 

He was a brave officer and 
at the age of 25 already had 
an exemplary career. I think 
that  it is time to honor him 
in a way that demonstrates 
that his life was a shining 
example for our youth.

I have a suggestion. I 
live in Glen Oaks Village on 
Commonwealth Boulevard 
and there is an athletic field 
being built. According to one 
of the workers, there will be 
a baseball field, soccer field, 
football and track.

The athletic field is in the 
105th Precinct, and naming 
the field after Officer Bri-
an Moore would be a great 
tribute to his memory, and 
would make sure that what 
he stood for will not be for-
gotten. Our youth will be 
reminded to be the best they 
can be, as Brian Moore was 
as he tried to protect and 
serve the community.

I therefore ask all of our 

politicians to look into the 
possibility of this field being 
called, “The Brian Moore 
Athletic Field.”

Frederick R. Bedell, Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com CORRECTION
In the May 15-21 issue of the Bayside Times the front page headline on Mark Weprin’s resignation should have 
said Hopefuls Eye Weprin’s seat in the City Council. We apologize for the editing error

Honor Offi cer Moore Don’t let vets get lost in the shuffl e

Keeping up the spirit of landmark laws

We need to do everything 
we can to honor our commit-
ment to veterans when they 
return from defending us 
abroad, including making 
sure that they don’t get need-
lessly ensnared in our crimi-
nal justice system.

The patriotic men and 
women who serve our coun-
try overseas return home 
strengthened by their service. 
But some also return with 
psychological and emotional 
scars that can make it a chal-
lenge to adjust to civilian life. 
In extreme cases, they may 
find themselves in the crimi-
nal justice system.

Almost 30 percent of all 
Iraq and Afghanistan veter-
ans treated by the Veterans 
Administration have Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder. 
One out of every six suffers 
from a substance abuse prob-
lem. Vietnam Era veterans 
were afflicted at similar 
rates. We also know that from 
14 percent to 20 percent of vet-
erans have a traumatic brain 
injury, which can lead to 
agitation and combativeness. 
These factors exacerbate the 
difficulty of returning from 
war and lead some veterans 

to engage in criminal behav-
ior, particularly drug-related 
offenses.

Last week, we introduced 
legislation to create a task 
force on veterans and the 
criminal justice system, 
which will ensure that the 
city takes every step it can 
to keep veterans out of our 
courts and jails. This task 
force will build upon the 
successes of local veterans 
treatment courts that afford 
veterans treatment instead 
of jail time. These courts – 
located in Queens, Brooklyn, 
the Bronx and a part opening 
soon in Staten Island – con-
nect veterans to VA and other 
benefits, a court mentor, and 
allow a guilty plea to be with-
drawn after graduating from 
the program, affording our 
veterans the second chance 
they deserve. 

The proposed task force 
would expand on this good 
work by collecting much-
needed data about veterans 
involved in the city’s crimi-
nal justice system to assist 
with policy creation. The task 
force members would also 
make recommendations on 
how to get veterans quickly 

connected to treatment and 
services and how to better 
address the needs of veterans 
who have been arrested or in-
carcerated. They will tackle 
the issues facing veterans in 
Manhattan’s criminal justice 
system, which currently does 
not have a veterans treatment 
court.

Our veterans made im-
mense sacrifices to defend 
American freedom. When 
they return home, we have to 
do everything we can to ease 
their transition back to civil-
ian life. The work of the task 
force will make it easier for 
veterans to access treatment 
and will reduce their involve-
ment in the criminal justice 
system – both crucial steps in 
fulfilling our responsibility 
to the men and women who 
gave years of their lives in 
service to our country.

 
Council Member Rory I. 
Lancman (24th District)

Chair, Committee on 
Courts & Legal Services;

Council Member Eric 
 Ulrich (32nd District)
Chair, Committee on 

 Veterans

Officer Brian Moore
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The mayor’s preliminary 
budget for Fiscal Year 2016 
contains a host of programs 
and funding relevant to 
Queens residents.  New York 
City’s next fiscal year, FY16, 
begins on July 1, 2015, though 
the budgeting process is well 
underway. Overall, in the fact 
sheet released by the mayor’s 
office, Mayor de Blasio has 
expressed concern at the 
prevalence of job growth in 
low-wage sectors, 46 percent 
of New Yorkers living at or 
near poverty levels and the 
highest income gap since the 
1920s. 

The $78.3 billion execu-
tive budget, described by the 
administration as “cautious” 

in the face of economic uncer-
tainty, prioritizes public safe-
ty and “expanding opportu-
nity” for New Yorkers, while 
also boosting the city’s re-
serves and creating a contin-
gency capital-projects fund.  
Most initiatives in the budget 
seek to enhance or develop 
a specific aspect of services 
provided by city agencies.

The budget includes an ad-
ditional $5 million to enhance 
staffing for ID NYC. The city-
wide ID card was massively 
popular at launch, inundating 
the staff assigned to process 
applications and causing sig-
nificant lags to fulfillment.  

Through the Department 
of Youth and Community De-
velopment, some neighbor-
hood-based organizations will 
receive a share of a federal 
block grant to provide neces-
sary services to immigrants, 
youth, seniors and families.  
For example, Jackson Heights’ 
Chhaya CDC, based in Neigh-
borhood Development Area 3 

(Jackson Heights, Woodside, 
Sunnyside, and Astoria) will 
receive $265,000 over three 
years to continue housing ad-
vocacy and tenants’ rights ef-
forts in the community. 

The City Council’s official 
budget response took a less 
guarded view of the city’s 
economic situation, noting 
that 2014 had been a year of 
prosperity, with record job 
growth and tourism, as well 
as a tax surplus. The Council 
stressed the need to capital-
ize on this prosperity, which 
they contend is still possible 
with the fiscal conservatism 
and caution stressed in the 
executive budget.

Most notable for many im-
migrant communities is the 
council’s insistence that the 
New York Immigrant Family 
Unity Project be baselined in 
to the executive budget.  The 
$4.9 million program serves 
as a public defender for depor-
tation defense and is the first 
of its kind in the nation. So 

far, the City Council has foot-
ed the bill for the program. 
The Council also urges an ad-
ditional $4 million be allocat-
ed to health, social and legal 
services for “Unaccompanied 
Minor Children,” or refugees, 
predominantly from Central 
America, seeking asylum in 
the United States. 

In comparison, the city re-
ports savings of $4.5 million 
yearly by harvesting meth-
ane as fuel from Department 
of Environmental Protection 
wastewater treatment plants.

Notably, the executive bud-
get does not mention fund-
ing for Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, a federal 
initiative that allows undocu-
mented immigrants who ar-
rived in the United States as 
children and meet stringent 
criteria, to have a path to citi-
zenship.  At the urging of the 
Council, the administration 
had included $2.5 million in 
administrative support in 
FY15, but the Council now re-

quests the addition of $10 mil-
lion to the upcoming fiscal 
year’s budget to compensate 
for $18 million in funding 
expiring at the end of the cur-
rent fiscal year.

The City Council has also 
baselined two Immigrant Op-
portunities Initiatives – Lit-
erary Services and Legal, at 
$1 million and $3.3 million 
respectively, administered 
by DYCD.  This is likely in 
conjunction with literacy ser-
vices provided by the Queens 
Library, cited by the mayor as 
serving over 806,000 residents 
with 46,000 free programs.

COLUMNS

In my last column I re-
ferred to Article I, Section 9 
of our Constitution which in 
part states: “No title of nobil-
ity shall be granted by the 
United States: and no person 
holding any office of profit or 
trust under them shall, with-
out the consent of the Con-
gress, accept of any present, 
emolument, office, or title, 
of any kind whatever, from 
any king, prince, or foreign 
state.”

Both former mayors 
Rudy Giuliani and Michael 
Bloomberg have received 

Honorary Knighthoods from 
Queen Elizabeth II. As I point-
ed out, this does raise consti-
tutional questions. However, 
I believe that no member of 
our military high command 
should be accepting this kind 
of title from a foreign govern-
ment. That is true especially 
of foreign governments that 
have an active aristocracy. Yet 
we also have former Secretary 
of Defense Caspar Weinberger 
also receiving an Honorary 
Knighthood from Queen Eliz-
abeth. 

A person who holds the 
highest position in our na-
tion’s military establishment 
has no business acquiring 
such a title, considering his 
position in directing our na-
tion’s defense. Aristocratic 
titles or awards should not 
be accepted by our military 
leaders, considering we never 

know what our foreign policy 
position might be years from 
now.

Hopefully, other American 
military leaders will not fol-
low Weinberger in accepting 
an aristocratic award. 

* * *
Earlier this year we heard 

that in June there would be 
a vote of the New York City 
Council pertaining to abolish-
ing horse and carriage rides 
in Central Park. 

Central Park was first 
constructed in the 1850s and 
horse and carriage use in the 
park has been a part of the 
park’s transportation ever 
since. During the period of 
time from the 1850s to now, 
the horses and carriages have 
been used continuously until 
they became part of our city’s 
cultural background. 

Hopefully, this practice 
will continue with good care 
being given to the horses. 
Those citizens who are call-
ing for an end to this mode 
of transportation in Central 
Park, if they are successful, 
what will be next? Will some 
animal rights advocates be 
calling for the closing down of 
some zoos in the city? Argu-
ments for their closure could 
center on calling it cruel to 
keep animals locked up in an 
enclosure for people to view. 

Furthermore, there could be 
calls for returning animals 
to their natural habitats. Ani-
mals kept in zoos are, for the 
most part, getting better treat-
ment than similar animals in 
their natural environment. 

It would be unfortunate if a 
tradition of over 160 years was 
eliminated. Procedures for 
the care of these horses could 
be made stronger. There could 
be more city inspections of 
animals’ living facilities. Con-
flict with vehicular traffic can 
be worked out as it has in the 
past. Hopefully, we can keep 
this tradition of horses and 
carriages in Central Park.

We always want change for 
the better but change must 
also take into account main-
taining our past heritage. 

Our city has a great his-
tory and Central Park is an 
important part of our city.

American military offi cials shouldn’t get royal titles

Mayor, Council prioritize immigrants in budget

William
Lewis

n

Political 
 Action

New Voices

T he executive 
budget includes 
an additional $5 

million to enhance 
staffi ng for ID NYC.

N o member of 
our military high 
command should 
be accepting this 

kind of title.

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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ALL STORES CLOSED MEMORIAL DAY

Not everyone shares my 
hobby, but let me put it out 
there. It is grocery shopping. 
There’s nothing I enjoy more. 
And since we live in the city, 
I’m shopping all the time, be-
cause who has space for those 
container ports of Country 
Crock the folks in the suburbs 
stock up on?

But if I’m tingling every 
time I wander down the ce-
real aisle, hoping that Kel-
logg’s just might have scored 
another home run like Kraves 
(basically, wafer cookie meets 
molten chocolate cake meets 
“breakfast”), I can’t help won-
dering who’s yanking our col-
lective chain when it comes to 
the items on sale.

I realize this is the diction-
ary definition of a First World 
problem, but when the sign 
in the supermarket window 
screams, “Oreos, $2.99!” I ex-
pect to find Oreos for $2.99. 
And by “Oreos” I mean the 
most popular cookie in Amer-
ica, consisting of two choco-
late cookies separated yet also 
bound together (talk about 
your existential metaphor!) by 
“cream.”

On sale weeks at my local 
grocery, these are harder to 
find than a “Jeb for President” 
button in George Stephanopo-
ulos’ accessory drawer.

Oh, there are piles and 
piles of Oreo options, all right: 
Double Stuf, Mint, Fudge Coat-
ed. There are “Heads or Tails 
Oreos” which have a vanilla 
cookie on one side and a choco-
late one on the other. (I tried 
to describe these to a friend 
as “black and white Oreos” to 
which she replied, “Aren’t all 
Oreos black and white?”) Ac-
tually, missy, they aren’t. Be-
cause now there are “Golden 

Oreos,” which are albino.
And then there’s always 

the nearly pristine stash of 
“Birthday Cake Oreos” — Ore-
os with sprinkles embedded 
in the cream, sought after by 
the same demographic that de-
mands M&Ms in its brownies.

I left that demographic 
about four decades and 17 cavi-
ties ago.

My frustration on finding a 
sea of Oreos and not one sleeve 
of the Platonic Oreo ideal is 
matched only by my fury at the 
Friendly’s ice cream selection 
at sale time. Drawn in by that 
same promise of a $2.99 treat 
(never $3, of course), I make 
my way to the freezer case and 
scorn all the other ice creams 
that are not on sale that week. 
Turkey Hill for $5.69. Doesn’t it 
realize how ridiculous it looks? 
Who would buy that? (Until 
next week when it goes on sale, 
I mean.) And the store brand, 
at $3.99? Don’t make me laugh.

Then look! There’s Ben & 
Jerry (& Unilever)’s, the mega-
lithic corporation that pre-

tends to dream up its flavors 
lying on its back in the haze of 
a Grateful Dead concert. One 
pint-sized container of Ben/
Jerry/Uni costs more than the 
entire carton of delicious va-
nilla Friendly’s I am about to 
grab, except, of course, there is 
no vanilla!

Oh, there’s Moose Track 

galore. Rum Raisin by the 
barrel. If you’re looking for 
Rocky Road Ice Cream with 
Raw Cookie Dough Chunks, 
my friend, you are in luck. But 
if you want vanilla ice cream 
without a swirl? Vanilla on its 
own, unflanked by strawber-
ry and chocolate flunkies so 
short on self-esteem they are 
excited to be purchased, even 
though they’re riding vanilla’s 
coat tails?

But wait … behind the mint 
chip … could it be? Yes! There’s 
one bashed carton of vanilla 
with a sticky trickle down its 
side. I can see the little crys-
tals formed where a piece of 
the lid was ripped off.

Oh wait — it is low fat.
And sugar free.
And actually, it is yogurt.
Who cares? I grab it and 

head home, ecstatic. It’ll taste 
fine, once I crumble some 
Birthday Cake Oreos on top.

Lenore Skenazy is a public 
speaker and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.

COLUMNS

In search of the sale items on grocery shelves
S ince we live in the 
city, I’m shopping 

all the time, 
because who has 
space for those 
container ports 

of Country Crock 
the folks in the 

suburbs stock up 
on? 

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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BY MADINA TOURE

More than 1,200 businesses 
of varying sizes throughout 
the borough took part in the 
Queens Chamber of Com-
merce’s Queens Business Expo 
and Breakfast at Citi Field last 
week. 

The May 13 expo and 
breakfast featured a panel 
titled “Technology, It’s not just 
for Geeks, It’s for everyone,” 
which looked at how technol-
ogy is not exclusive to compa-
nies that engage in coding but 
is used by all industries to en-
hance their businesses.

Vendors included the 
TimesLedger Newspapers, the 
Sunnyside Chamber of Com-
merce, EmblemHealth, New 
York State of Health, Maspeth 
Federal Savings, the Greater 
New York Automobile Dealers 
Association, New York Life 
and the New York State Comp-
troller’s Office. 

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz said her office 
is working with Coalition for 
Queens, a nonprofit dedicated 

to fostering the borough’s tech 
community to increase eco-
nomic opportunities, and has 
monthly meetings with stake-
holders from Long Island City.

She noted that the borough 
is going to be receiving 77 Wi-
fi kiosks, with the program 
rolling out in Jamaica first. 

“The technology industry 
is proving to be a reliable and 
affordable place to do busi-
ness,” Katz said. 

The annual event, which 
was one of the chamber’s late 
executive director’s favorite 
events, featured a tribute to 
Jack Friedman put together 
by Chris Donovan, a member 
of the chamber. Friedman’s 
family members were present.

Panelists included Alan 
Levy, chairman and co-found-
er of Xchange Telecom, a tele-
communications company; Ra-
chel Haot, chief digital officer 
and deputy secretary for tech-
nology for New York State as 
part of Gov. Cuomo’s executive 
chamber; Erik Grimmelmann, 
president and CEO of the New 
York Technology Council; and 

Cyna Alderman, managing di-
rector of the Daily News Inno-
vation Lab, an initiative that 
seeks to engage with the city’s 
startup community. 

Levy, who attended PS 209 
in Whitestone and grew up 
with Friedman, said his com-
pany, Xchange Telecom, is 

working on a broadband net-
work in Queens and Brooklyn 
to bring internet to areas that 
desperately need it.

“Queens is like a digital 
desert ... a lot of businesses are 
struggling with getting good 
broadband connectivity and 
we’re solving these problems,” 
Levy said.

Haot said she has seen an 
increased emphasis not only 
on how to hire individuals but 
also “career-changers.”

For example, she highlight-
ed the Coalition for Queens’ 
Access Code, which provides 
people from low-income and 
minority backgrounds with 
free-of-charge code training 
and job placement. 

She also said they are look-
ing to work with Queens Col-
lege, which she said produces 
“thousands of engineers.” 

“Continuing education, 
professional development, 
people who are well into their 
careers and want to make a 
change,” Haot said. “There’s a 
huge need there.”

Grimmelmann said broad-

band may be easier to build in 
Queens than in other parts of 
the city. 

“The fact that it’s not as 
dense here will be an advan-
tage when it comes to that,” he 
said. 

Alderman encouraged 
small- and medium-sized busi-
ness owners in Queens not to 
be intimidated by the technol-
ogy startup community. 

“Once you get started in 
whatever way you’re most 
comfortable, if it’s setting 
up your Twitter account or 
launching your website, you’ll 
see results,” Alderman said. 

Rosedale resident Andrea 
Owen-Boyd, who works as a 
financial consultant for AXA 
Advisors, said now is an op-
portune time for markets to 
focus on technology.

“I have a 23-year-old son 
and a 10-year-old son and you 
see that technology, that’s 
where the world is going,” Ow-
en-Boyd said. “They want to go 
to a restaurant, they use their 
phones.”

Sunnyside Chamber of Commerce 
entertaining attendees 
at the business expo.  

Photo by Madina Toure

Businesses mingle at annual Queens chamber expo
Panelists discuss technology in borough as companies promote themselves  
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(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary, the family member 
is just as important as the patient.

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Nobody knows more than Calvary Hospital that caring for a loved 
one who is in the end-of-life stage is challenging – both physically 
and mentally. The stress can feel unbearable. It puts the entire 
family at risk for depression, anxiety disorders, physical sickness and 
disruptions in life – both at home and at work. Our experts clearly 
understand that this feeling of abandonment is just as significant 
as the physical pain. That’s why 90% of what we do at Calvary 
is caring for the family. In fact, we have an entire department 
specifically dedicated to caring for family members, with this year 
marking the 10th anniversary of our unique Family Care Center. 
It is all a part of our core value of “non-abandonment” – the 
commitment we make to our patients and their families every 
day. It’s one more reason why Calvary is Where Life Continues. 
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Patrolmen’s 
Benevolent
Association 
125 Broad St., 11 Fl., NY, NY 10004 
212-233-5531

Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org
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BY BILL PARRY

When NYPD Capt. John Travaglia 
took command of the 108th Precinct 
he said he would crack down on drunk 
drivers in Long Island City, Sunnyside, 
Woodside and a section of Maspeth 
that his squad oversees. Now the com-
mander, who spent nearly half of his 
22-year career on the Highway Patrol, 
has another warning for motorists in 
western Queens.

“The message is clear: Drag racing 
will not be tolerated,” Travaglia said. 

Last weekend, the 108th Precinct 
and the 104th Precinct in Ridgewood 
conducted a joint operation to prevent 
and combat drag racing. A Temporary 
Headquarters Vehicle was placed at 
Maurice Avenue and the Long Island 
Expressway Service Road in Maspeth 
while patrols were deployed in the area 
for the purpose of preventing, disrupt-
ing and combating drag racing.

Specific areas with directed pa-
trols included Laurel Hill Boulevard, 
Review Avenue, Maurice Avenue and 
Borden Avenue, which have been fa-
vorites of drag racers for many years. 

While there were no arrests and only a 
few summonses were issued, informa-
tion was handed out to motorists and 
the NYPD presence was felt.

“We observed several social me-
dia posts verifying that we disrupted 
planned meet-ups,” Travaglia said. 
“The monitoring of social media in 
regards to drag racing activity is an 
integral part of our deployment strat-
egy for our resources to prevent and 
disrupt drag racing.”

The operation will continue 
throughout the summer with more co-
vert and strategic enforcement meth-
ods. 

The Joint Operation between the 
104th and 108th should run smoothly 
due to familiarity among the leader-
ship of both precincts. Travaglia did 
a stint at the Ridgewood station house 
earlier in his career.

“I have a very close relationship 
with the personnel of the 104th Pre-
cinct including Capt. Wachter and 
Capt. Mackie,” he said. “We all share 
the same feelings and have given prior-
ity to eliminating the condition.”

BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) and the nonprofit Doe Fund 
announced additional street cleaning 
routes in Whitestone last week.

The new routes in Whitestone in-
clude 14th Avenue from 149th to Clin-
tonville streets, 150th Street between 
the Cross Island Service Road and 12th 
Avenue and Clintonville Street be-
tween 14th Road and 12th Road. 

The cleanup along the new routes 
has already started and will continue 
through July 1, Vallone said.

“Clean sidewalks and litter-free 
streets will go a long way towards 
beautifying and revitalizing the Whit-
estone Village,” he said in a statement. 
“I’m happy to have already received 
many phone calls to my office proving 
that the Doe Fund’s work is having a 
great positive effect on the commu-
nity.”

Street cleaning comes to Whitestone 

Drag racing crackdown

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420

rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

Over 5,000 Games. Minutes Away!

June 6 • 8:30pm  

In Queens Near JFK Airport. 
Locate Your Free Shuttle: RWRedExpress.com

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. 
PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-hour Problem Gaming Hotline: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 70 MILLION ALBUMS SOLD
7 # 1 HITS 

POP & MOTOWN LEGENDS  

70 MILLION ALBUMS SOLD
7 # 1 HITS 

POP & MOTOWN LEGENDS  

 rwnewyork.com

The one-and-only Commodores, performing 
hits like “Brick House,” “Easy” and many more!  

BY TOM MOMBERG

In the wake of Councilman Mark 
Weprin’s (D-Oakland Gardens) an-
nouncement last week that he would 
resign from his seat to take an admin-
istrative position with Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, several contenders, includ-
ing his brother, Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) initially 
expressed interest in the remainder of 
the councilman’s term.

But David Weprin announced his fi-
nal decision not to run in a special elec-
tion for the Council seat last at a May 
14 event, his office said. 

Former Councilman Barry Gro-
denchik was the first contender to of-
ficially announce his campaign for 
Mark Weprin’s Council seat at the end 
of last week.

“I have been in public service in 
this very district for the last three de-
cades,” he said. “I think I can (bring) 
great things to the area. We have to 
work on ways to better connect people 
on this end of the borough to transit.”

Grodenchik, currently the director 
of community boards and parks for the 
borough president, said he will develop 
a campaign strategy aimed at restrict-
ing zoning laws to prevent overdevel-
opment of Queens in addition to better-
ing public transportation.

He also said he is bringing on Ste-
ven Behar as his campaign manager.

Behar, a former city and state office 
contender, said he was considering a 
campaign for Mark Weprin’s Council 
seat, but will now instead help Groden-
chik try to secure the office. 

David Weprin stays put
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PETER KOO

District 20 – NYC Council Member
 

This Memorial Day let’s show our veterans  
and those who paid the ultimate sacrifice 

that their service to this great nation was not  
made in vain and is greatly appreciated  

by all Americans.
 

135-27 38 Ave., Suite 388
Flushing, NY 11354
phone: 718-888-8747

Paid for by Peter Koo 2017

Flushing Bank Celebrates the Grand 
Opening of its Corporate Headquarters 
and New Branch at RXR Plaza
Flushing Financial Corporation (the “Company”) (Nasdaq-GS: FFIC), the par-
ent holding company for Flushing Bank (the “Bank”), held a Grand Opening 
Celebration Tuesday May 19th at its new RXR Plaza location. The event was 
attended by local politicians, community leaders, RXR Management and busi-
ness owners from the building and surrounding areas. 

John R. Buran, President and Chief Executive Officer, stated: “We look 
forward to hosting future events and developing mutually beneficial banking 
relationships with businesses and consumers within the RXR building.”  

Mr. Buran also stated: “We are excited to expand upon our success in Nas-
sau County with a new Headquarters to support our continued growth and 
provide efficiencies and synergies that result from the majority of our staff 
being under one roof. The County’s highly educated workforce as well as the 
commitment by local government and community entities weighed favorably 
in our decision to expand in Nassau County. We worked closely with the Town 
of Hempstead Industrial Development Association on programs to support us 
in bringing over 250 employees to their town.” He also added: “The RXR Pla-
za facility is a quality work environment that reflects our desire to provide the 
best for our employees. Easy access, comfortable surroundings and employee 
friendly facilities including child care weighed heavily in our decision making. 
This convenient location also allows us to stay connected with our branch 
network in the New York metro area. We recognize the role of the branch is 
changing and we must adapt to stay current with the evolving trends. Our 
RXR Plaza branch showcases a new branch model that leverages technology 
with highly trained sales staff to provide a superior customer experience. It 
provides the added convenience of full-service banking to all of the individuals 
and businesses located in the building and the surrounding areas. We look for-
ward to meeting with the individuals, and businesses that work in this building 
and discussing the financial solutions that are right for them.”

This will be Flushing’s third branch located in Nassau County and continues 
the Bank’s planned expansion of its branch network, bringing the total number 
of branches in the metropolitan area to eighteen. Flushing Bank’s RXR Plaza 
branch will be offering special promotions and giveaways during the months 
of May and June. The RXR branch will be open 5 days a week with extended 
Grand Opening hours of operation on Monday through Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

ABOUT FLUSHING FINANCIAL CORPORATION
Flushing Financial Corporation is the holding company for Flushing Bank, a New York State-chartered commercial 
bank insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. The Bank serves consumers, businesses, and public 
entities by offering a full complement of deposit, loan, and cash management services through its 18 banking offices 
located in Queens, Brooklyn, Manhattan, and Nassau County. The Bank also operates an online banking division, 
iGObanking.com®, which offers competitively priced deposit products to consumers nationwide.

Additional information on Flushing Bank and Flushing Financial Corporation may be obtained by visiting the 
Company’s website at http://www.flushingbank.com.  

John Buran, John Roe, Sr., Jim 
Bennett, Tom Gulotta, Sam Han, 
Maria Grasso, John McCabe, Al 
DelliBovi, Steve D’Iorio, Caren Yoh.

John Buran, John Roe, Sr.,Rhonda 
Pierson-Delorenzo, Jim Bennett, 
Tom Gulotta,  Maria Grasso,Sam 
Han,John McCabe, Al DelliBovi, 
Steve D’Iorio, Caren Yoh.
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

A group of Ridgewood residents is 
collecting stories of people being evict-
ed in the area for a series of documen-
taries aimed at galvanizing the neigh-
borhood’s tenants who are beginning 
to be priced out of the community as 
real estate prices increase. 

“The overall goal is to try and keep 
Ridgewood livable and affordable. But 
I’m seeing that chipped away every-
day,” said Raquel Namuche, who is put-
ting together the videos. 

“Ridgewood is changing very rap-
idly. And it’s happening at the cost of 
middle class residents.”

Namuche and several other resi-
dents created the Ridgewood Tenants 
Union last year to combat what they 
saw as predatory developers bullying 
tenants in rent-stabilized apartments 
into moving out of the area to make 
room for people who are willing to pay 
more money for apartments. 

Standing on the border with Brook-
lyn, Ridgewood has been experiencing 
a wave of mostly younger people leav-
ing Bushwick’s rising rental proper-
ties for the comparatively cheap rates 
just over the border in Queens. 

The changes in demographics from 
working class families to largely sin-
gle, more affluent residents has had 
positive impacts as well as negative 
one. 

Gottscheer Hall’s management 
credits a new crowd with helping the 
tavern and German beer hall finally 
turn a profit after losing money for 
more than a decade. 

But for longstanding residents the 
increased affluence and influx means 
tenants will have to pay more, accord-
ing to reported rent prices, according 
to the Elliman Report put out by the 

real estate company Douglas Elliman, 
over the past several years. 

“Ridgewood is the next big thing 
and the new owners are treating ten-
ants like they don’t matter,” Namuche 
said. 

The series that she and several oth-
ers from the Ridgewood Tenants Union 
are creating focuses on seven rent-
controlled tenants who are being bul-
lied by building owners in an attempt 
to get them to leave. And they are now 
in the final stage of putting the videos 
together. 

Namuche first came up with the 
idea while she was handing out fliers 
in Ridgewood’s apartment buildings 
with information about the rights ten-
ants have. As people opened up to her, 
they talked about the ways apartment 
owners and developers try to push 
them out.

These bullying methods, according 
to Namuche, include actions like not 
fixing lights in dark hallways, restrict-
ing heat in the winter and refusing to 
fix boilers that provide hot water. 

“They’re being treated like gar-
bage,” Namuche said. “This is really 
important to me. It’s stressful for me to 
watch people get evicted even though 
they’re rent stabilized.” 

The RIdgewood Tenants Union is creating 
a series of documentaries recording the 
downside to gentrification. 

Ridgewood group
fi ghts gentrifi cationOn April 28, 2015, Zwanger-Pesiri 

Radiology, the largest private radi-
ology practice on Long Island, an-
nounced the opening of its newest 
location in Deer Park, New York, 
bordering on Dix. The new office is 
located at 2087 Deer Park Avenue, 
making this their eleventh office in 
Suffolk County. 

The office offers MRI, CT, X-ray, 
and Ultrasound, and is conveniently 
located two miles south of the Long 
Island Expressway and three miles 
north of the Southern State Park-
way. The Dix Hills/Deer Park loca-
tion expands Zwanger-Pesiri’s reach 
in providing easy access to the most 
advanced radiological services in the 
industry and will provide the first 3.0 
Tesla Wide-bore magnet in the area. 
The 3.0 Tesla MRI provides an unprec-
edented level of detail and clarity, and 
is designed to ease claustrophobia 
and maximize patient comfort.

Zwanger-Pesiri Radiology is a pa-
tient-centric practice and has become 
well-known for their fast turnaround 
time of results. They employ over 
50 subspecialty-trained radiologists 
who only read studies within their 
own field of expertise. According to 
Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Steven 

L. Mendelsohn, this results in 90% 
of the studies being read within one 
hour. These results, along with re-
sults from previous exams, are posted 
on the Patient Portal for the patient to 
access at his or her convenience. 

“We are excited to add this new fa-
cility and staff to the Zwanger-Pesiri 
organization. Our goal is to provide 
easily accessible, superior, outpatient 
imaging to all of Long Island, and this 
office takes us one step closer. We are 
eager to bring our professional exper-
tise and paramount patient care that 
we are known for to the community,” 
said Dr. Mendelsohn.

Zwanger-Pesiri Radiology strives 
to provide the most advanced tech-
nology available today with a strong 
focus on delivering a quality of care 
unmatched in the industry. Visit the 
Zwanger-Pesiri website for further 
information at www.zprad.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Zwanger-Pesiri Radiology Opens 
New Dix Hills/Deer Park Location

On this Memorial Day, let us not 
forget the men and women of our 

Armed Services and those veterans who 
have served our nation with honor. 

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

of self expression.
“I like writing, because I can write 

whatever I want. My parents always 
tell me what I can and can’t do, but 
they can’t tell me what to write,” Ma-
ria  said.

 Helena Darrett, also in Kuchyn-
sky’s class, said coming up with ideas 
as a group helped her get over her own 
shyness in terms of sharing.

“I guess it actually makes it easier 
when you write with your friends,” 
Helena said. “My friends encouraged 
me to write about things I might not 
want to.”

Assistant Principal Diana Gautier 
said the school had not done much to 

incorporate poetry into the curricu-
lum prior to Baron’s visit.

“The problem is that the kids very 
often feel stifled in their writing. Po-
etry is a tool to help students move past 
that, but we really don’t usually have 
the funds to provide special activities 
like this,” Gautier said.

  Baron’s visit to PS 98Q was made 
possible using part of the funds allo-
cated by the state Senate for Project 
BOOST, which provides extra school 
aid for programming like this one.

“These funds really helped us fill in 
the gaps,” Gautier said. “We’re a school 
of literature, so it is important for us to 
be able to have authors come in, but we 
can’t otherwise do these things.”

The school also had a visit from chil-
dren’s and young adults’ author David 
Adler earlier in the school year.

Continued from Page 9 

PS 98
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HOW THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 
IMPACTS OLDER ADULTS 

The Future of Medicare & Medicaid in New York

Hear From The Experts at FREE Flushing House Seminars

Call Robert Salant at 347–532–3025 to RSVP or: rsalant@uam.org

   

Ronald Fatoullah, Esq., 
Elder Law Attorney: 
Medicaid eligibility rules are 

rapidly changing. Fatoullah gives an overview 
of the Medicaid program and explains how to 
protect one’s assets in the event long-term health 
care is needed. He will also review five essential 
legal documents that seniors should have—the 
importance of a 1. Last will and testament 2. 
Power of attorney 3. Health care proxy 4. Living 
will and 5. Living trust.

    

Maria Alvarez, Executive Director, 
NY StateWide Senior Action Council 
& Eric Hausman, Independent 

Medicare Consultant: Alvarez and Hausman will address 
the entire range of beneficiary issues, i.e., how changes to 
coverage through Medicare, Managed Care and Medicaid, 
under new regulations of the ACA and Medicaid Re-
Design/Expansion in New York, are impacting the scope, 
choice and delivery of benefits and services for older adults. 
Hausman was the former Lead Trainer for the New York 
State   Health Insurance Information Counseling ssistance 
Program (HIICAP), providing training to Medicare 
counselors across the state.  He previously worked in 
Medicare  operations at Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield.

   

Ann-Margaret 
Carrozza, Esq., Elder 
Law Attorney: Seniors 

must know how to protect their homes. 
Carrozza explores asset protection trusts 
for the primary residence and estate tax 
planning, in light of Federal estate tax 
changes. She will also update seniors on 
how to get the long-term care they need 
through Medicaid, while still protecting 
their assets.

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS

ACHOO...........FLU
OUCH!...STITCHES
WHOOPS....X-RAY

191-20 Northern Blvd.
Bayside, NY 11358

718-224-8855
Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm

Sat. & Sun. 8am-7pm

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.
Glendale, NY 11385

718-805-9581
Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm

Sat. & Sun. 9am-3pm
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10%
off

THURSDAY, MAY 28TH THRU SUNDAY, MAY 31ST

THURSDAY, MAY 28TH THRU SUNDAY, MAY 31ST

Valued at 

TOP 10
NATIONAL BRAND

 

Prices valid May 28TH thru May 31ST, 2015

4 DAYS

60%
off

3

75%
off

3

Twin

Final

Full

Final

Queen

Final

King

Final

$3999-$9999

7-pc. queen 
comforter set 

off40%
off

3

AFTER 10% SAVINGS

60%
OFF

�See below for details. While quantities last. Offer valid 6/5 and 6/6/15 only. Sears Hometown and Outlet will 
donate 100% of customer donations to Make-A-Wish. For more information about Make-A-Wish visit wish.org.

extra

EXTRA 10% OFF OFFER: �

Monday - Saturday 9:00 am to 9:00 pm |  Sunday 10:00 am to 7:00 pm

718-776-8156
Queens Village, New York 11427

22005 Hillside Avenue
Queens Village

– Formerly SEARS HARDWARE–

NOW

A Large Assortment of Appliances

CONTEST ENTRY FORM
Name................................................................................

Email.................................................................................

Phone...............................................................................
Winner will be notified by email or phone
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

A park in Maspeth that was 
once a water pump station has 
been plagued by flooding and 
an old track, but several mil-
lion dollars will be used to get 
the small park back on track.

Parks officials met with 
community members to dis-
cuss the ways in which the 
money can be spent on Frank 
Principe Park, which runs 
along Borden Avenue. Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Glendale) allocated the funds, 
$5.7 million in total, from the 
City Council budget. The park 
was created in the 1930s and 
was named after a man who 
helped make the park a real-
ity. 

 . Residents during the 
meeting ticked off a number 
of issues – from drainage prob-
lems on the field to the track 
that is just a cracked sliver of 
asphalt. 

“This funding will give 
new life to a park that has des-
perately needed it for decades. 
This renovation has been a top 

priority of Community Board 
5 and the community for the 
past 10 years and I am pleased 
to finally get this done,” Crow-
ley said. “I’m happy to have 
brought the public together to 
hear what they truly need in 
their backyards for their chil-
dren, for their sports teams 
and for themselves.”

According to the city Parks 
Department, there are already 
plans to reconstruct two turf 
ball fields and create a soccer 
field made of synthetic turf. In 
1996,  the city spent $3 million 

to upgrade the playground and 
basketball and tennis courts. 

During the meeting with 
Crowley and Parks officials, 
residents also requested base-
ball fields, high fences, bleach-
ers, water fountains, garbage 
cans and a full-size soccer 
field. 

The final decision will be 
made in the next few months 
by the Parks Department for 
a proposal in the fall. Crowley 
also allocated $2.5 million for 
upgrades to Juniper Valley 
Park. 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
High-technology projects 

were the winners in the par-
ticipatory budget bids for 
southeast Queens’ District 31 
represented by Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Lau-
relton).

 The district encompasses 
neighborhoods in Laurelton, 
Rosedale, parts of Springfield 
Gardens, Bayswater, Ham-
mels, Arverne, Edgemere 
and Far Rockaway.

The 2015 winners are 
$525,000 for a sound-and-pro-
jection system in the Spring-
field Gardens Education Com-
plex auditorium,  $300,000 for 
a new music studio in IS 231 
Mangetech 2000 and $400,000 
for the installation of reading 
and chess areas in Brookville 
Park and Springfield Park.

The participatory budget-
ing process, an estimated $25 
million citywide this year, 
allows selected district resi-
dents to decide which proj-
ects’ tax dollars will fund. 
Over 2,000 Rosedale, Laurel-
ton and Springfield Gardens 

residents took part in the 
vote on how to spend about $1 
million in the district. 

“It is crucial we engage 
our youth in the political 
process and prepare them 
to be the future leaders our 
city needs and deserves. 
Together, we expanded and 
improved upon the partici-
patory budgeting process,” 
Richards said. “As exciting as 
our announcement was, I am 
even more excited for the day 
we come together to celebrate 
the completion of these real, 
tangible results we brought 
home as a community.”

Proposals covered a wide 
range of community projects, 
from science lab upgrades to 
installation of greenway me-
dians. City Council Speaker 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhat-
tan) and Richards were able 
to further improve the pro-
cess this year by launching 
early voting, a lowered voting 
age of 14, and introducing the 
first electronic ballots in the 
history of the participatory 
budget process.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 

The Maspeth park is getting $5.7 million to fix various problems in the 
small Greenspace.  Photo courtesy of NYC Parks Dept. 

New sound system tops
on Donovan wish list

Residents consider big fi xes
for a small park in Maspeth

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 22–28, 201524    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

A Night for Unsung Heroes:

Honoree Ouida Duncan of the 
Duncan Tree Foundation and CNG 
Vice President of Advertising Ralph 
D'Onofrio. Photos by Michael Shain 

TimesLedger honors 26 Queens champions whose courage and community spirit light up our 
borough at Douglaston Manor, (from l-r) CNG CEO Les Goodstein, TimesLedger Editor Roz Liston, 
TV chef Lidia Bastianich and Ann Jawin of the Center for the Women of New York. 

Alisha Johnson of Talent Youth 
Development Education and 
Entertainment and Roz Liston.

Susan Brustmann of the 
Poppenhusen Institute and Ralph 
D'Onofrio

Honoree Jacques Leandre (l.) of 
the Rosedale Jets football team 
and Greg Mays, who nominated 
him for the Impact Award.

Jennifer Goodstein, president 
of CNG, welcomes honorees and 
guests to the event.

Carol Lacks of Kew Gardens is giv-
en her Queens Impact Award me-
mento by TimesLedger Publisher 
Brian Rice.

Barbara Brown of the Eastern 
Queens Alliance and Greg Mays.

Honoree Ellen Kodadek of Flushing 
Town Hall and Greg Mays.

Honoree Rob MacKay of the Queens 
Economic Development Corp. and 
Brian Rice.

David Rosasco of the Woodside 
Neighborhood Association and 
Ralph D'Onofrio.

Honoree Steven Hitt of the 
LaGuardia Performing Arts Center 
and Greg Mays.

Dominick Bruccoleri of Papazzio's 
and the Bayside Village BID with  
Roz Liston.
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Tyra Emerson of Cultural 
Collaborative Jamaica and Brian 
Rice.

Theresa Adams of the Hunters 
Point Community Development 
Corp. and Roz Liston.

CNG President Les Goodstein and 
honoree Dr. Charles Schleien.

The Queens Impact Awards class of 2015 sits for a group portrait at the end of a memorable night.  
Photo by Nat Valentine

Dr. Jill Rabin of North Shore-LIJ Health 
System's Prenatal Care Assistance 
Progam and Ralph D'Onofrio.

Alberto Barreto of Far Rockaway 
Drug Program and Les Goodstein.

Adrian Bordoni of Woodside on the 
Move and Les Goodstein.

Honorees Jason and Joy Marr of the Hip to Hip Theatre Co. and Ralph 
D'Onofrio.

Frances Scarantino of Reach for 
the STARS! Programs for Children 
and Les Goodstein.

Ed Horn of St. Michael's Cemetery 
and Roz Liston.

Aline Euler of the Alley Pond 
Environmental Center and Brian 
Rice.

Frank Raffaele, CEO of Coffeed 
Roasters, and Les Goodstein.

Bob Reid of the Bayside Little 
League and Brian Rice.

Marissa Bernowitz of the FREE Flea 
Market and Roz Liston.

Queens Impact Awards Dinner
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hood of New York City has a 
long history of ensuring that 
New Yorkers have access to 
health care no matter what. 
This new center will help tack-
le health disparities and con-
nect more New Yorkers to qual-
ity reproductive health care in 
their community. I join with 
all New Yorkers in welcoming 
the opening of a new Planned 
Parenthood health center in 
Queens, one of the city’s fast-
est growing boroughs.”

79-year old, Hugh Keenan, 
who took online courses for a 
Liberal Arts degree. Keenan 
had never completed his edu-
cation after taking over the 
family business at the age of 
14. When he retired, he made 
graduating a goal for him-
self.

 “My daughters were sup-
portive and it was a wonder-
ful and enriching experi-
ence,” Keenan said.  “I think 
people at my age can be timid 
and there are options and 

chances out there.”
St. John’s University was 

founded in 1870 and has more 
than 10 programs of study in 
Business, Education, Health 
Sciences, Liberal Arts and 
Sciences and Professional 
Studies.

The Queens-based uni-
versity has four campuses 
in New York:   Queens, Man-
hattan. Staten Island  and 
Oakdale, L.I. as well as its 
two international campuses 
in Rome and Paris. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

level at which federal funding 
would be available for noise 
mitigation strategies. It has 
gone unchanged ever since, 
though most countries that 
use DNL have a maximum 
standard of 55 decibels.

“This research will provide 
data for the development of a 
new dose-response curve (a 
graphic representation of the 
relationship between an ex-
posure and an impact, in this 
case Percent Highly Annoyed 

and DNL),” a New York FAA 
spokesman said. “Once we cre-
ate the new curve, we will de-
termine whether a threshold 
other than 65 should be used.”

But Queens advocacy 
groups have said DNL is out-
dated and doesn’t take into ac-
count highs and lows in vari-
ous neighborhoods, like the 
nearly 90-decibel levels often 
recorded in Bayside by the 
LaGuardia Airport Remote 
Monitoring System.

Eastern Queens Alliance 
Environmental Specialist Ta-
mara Mitchell said DNL as the 
FAA’s and Port Authority’s 

main assessment tool repre-
sents an institutional detach-
ment between local and fed-
eral perspectives.

“It is now almost of quarter 
of century since the issue has 
been federally addressed and 
community residents are advo-
cating for the review of noise 
standards, an assessment of 
the health implications of ex-
posure to aircraft noise, as 
well as greater transparency 
and communications between 
airport authorities, the FAA 
and their impacted communi-
ties,” Mitchell said.

Reach reporter Tom 

Continued from Page 5 

Noise

Continued from Page 5 

Clinic

Flushing, New York, May 22, 
2015 - Sandra Allen-Simms, Di-
rector of Resident Services of 
Flushing House, will receive the 
“2015 Professional Of The Year 
Award,” at the Leading Age New 
York annual conference in Sara-
toga Springs, NY. 

The Award Luncheon takes 
place May 20, 2015 at the Saratoga 
Hilton Hotel. Leading Age New 
York Chairperson Emma DeVito 
will present the award to Ms. 
Simms.

According to Ms. DeVito, “San-
dra’s accomplishments, dedica-
tion and commitment, truly ex-
emplify what Leading Age New 
York looks for when selecting 
professionals of the year.” She is 
one of only two recipients to re-
ceive a Professional of the Year 
Award from Leading Age New 

York. Nominations were sought 
for their annual awards (there 
are four award categories) pro-
gram to recognize the extraordi-
nary dedication of front-line staff 
at member facilities, in service to 
older adults.

Leading Age New York rep-
resents not-for-profit, mission-
driven and public continuing 
care providers, including nursing 
homes, senior housing, adult care 
facilities, continuing care retire-
ment communities, assisted liv-
ing and community service pro-
viders.

As director of resident services, 
Ms. Simms considers herself an 
advocate for older adults. She 
knows what Flushing House has 
to offer, and builds relationships 
of trust with residents and family 
members, listening to them care-

fully, and finding out how Flush-
ing House can serve them better. 
Her goal is to help older adults re-
main active and independent, for 
as long as possible.

In 1997 she graduated from 
Mercy College with a Bachelor 
in Social Work (BSW). The same 
year she joined Jewish Associa-
tion for Services for the Aged 
(JASA). In 2001 she graduated 
from New York University with 
a Masters in Social Work (MSW). 
She resigned from JASA in April, 
2013 to become director of resi-
dent services for Flushing House.

“I could not have asked for a 
more rewarding position as di-
rector of resident services,” she 
said.  “Here, I’m broadening my 
background as a Social Worker 
and assisting, not just the resi-
dents I serve, but also the many 

family members who are seeking 
to help their aging parents.  I am 
most grateful to receive this great 
honor.”

Built in 1974, Flushing House 
is the largest, not-for-profit, in-
dependent living retirement resi-
dence in New York State.  Visit us 
at: www.flushinghouse.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Flushing House Director of Resident Services 
Sandra Allen-Simms To Receive Leading Age  

New York 2015 Professional Of The Year Award

The Port Authority mapped all noise complaints for JFK Airport for the 
month of April, the highest-recorded number of complaints in over a 
year. Courtesy of Port Authority of NYNJ

Continued from Page 5 

St. John’s
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$100 REBATE*
ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheer
(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

1 Skyline® Gliding Window Panels
(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

2 Pirouette® Window Shadings
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

2 Silhouette® Window Shadings
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades
(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

Shine the light. Design the light.
Hunter Douglas window fashions allow you to design with light in so many ways.
Illuminate, soften or darken your spaces. Create a shimmering glow, dramatic rays, a 
soothing retreat. Ask for details.

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

,VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 5/5/15 – 6/30/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid 
reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months 
after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All 
trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

SKYLINE® GLIDING WINDOW PANELS
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WE ARE OPEN LATE! WE ARE OPEN LATE! 
Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 5/22/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

20k miles, Stk#3788

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2012 Mercedes E350, 20k 11628 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Acura TL, 17k 7918 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes C300, 14k  3824 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995

MEMORIAL
SAVINGS
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2015 Calendar 
of Events

MAY

Summer Sports Experience
When: Tuesdays - Fridays through June 24, 
from 3 pm - 7 pm; Saturdays through June 
21, from 9 am - 1 pm
Where: Lost Battalion Playground, Lost 
Battalion Hall Recreation Center, Queens 
Boulevard between 62nd Avenue and 62nd 
Road, Rego Park
Cost: Free
Kids will play a variety of sports each day in 
this program created to develop their skills. 
Come to all sessions, or just one. 

World’s Fair Train Show
When: Saturday, May 23 to Monday, May 25, 
from 10 am - 5 pm
Where:  Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/students 
with ID and children 3 - 12
G scale model trains travel through an 
outdoor display, including a miniature 
World’s Fair Unisphere. 

Family Fun Day
When: Saturday, May 23, from 2 pm - 6 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, near 
Woodhaven Boulevard and Forest Park Drive
Cost: Free
Get the season started with live DJ music, 
dance contest, games and a magic show by 
Omar Olusion. The entertainment is free, but 
for a fee you can also ride the carousel.

Music in the Garden: The New York 
Exceptions
When: Saturday, May 23, from 3 pm - 5 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/students 
with ID and children 3 - 12
This doo-wop band performs songs from the 
’50s,’ 60s and’70s.

It’s My Park at Socrates Sculpture Park
When: Sunday, May 24, from 9 am - 3 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 31-30 
Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Join other volunteers to help beautify the 
park for the season. Seed the grounds, plant 
in the vegetable garden and spread mulch 
around the trees. 

Alley Pond Park Adventure Course: Free 
Sundays 
When: Sundays through Nov. 1, from 9:30 
am - noon
Where: Alley Pond Park Adventure Center, 
Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free, register at nycgovparks.org/
programs/rangers/registration
Contact: (718) 217-4685
This two-hour adventure course includes 
both low and high elements and is open to 
individuals and groups. Space is limited and 
participants must be at least eight years 
old. Sneakers are required. During July and 
August, pre-registration is required. 

Kayaking and Canoeing
When: Select Saturdays and Sundays 
beginning May 24, from 1 pm - 4 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 32-01 
Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Astoria Boaters and LIC Community 
Boathouse offers free kayaking and 
canoeing (tide and weather permitting) 
from Socrates Sculpture Park Beach at 
Hallets Cove. All ages welcome, children 
under 18 must be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian. No prior boating experience 
is necessary. Participants sign up on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-serve basis. New this year, 
life preservers will be available for your 
pets who want to come along. For updated 
weather cancellations, check licboathouse.
org beginning two hours prior to a scheduled 
event.

Celebrating New York’s Two Great World’s 
Fairs 
When: Sunday, May 24, from 1 pm - 3:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Alfred Fisher and Bill Cotter will discuss the 
legacies of the 1939 and 1964 fairs, show 
photographs and videos and participate in a 
Q & A with the audience. 

Basic Canoeing
When: Sunday, May 24, from 1 pm - 2 pm
Where: Golden Pond in Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue and Corbett Road, Bayside
Cost: Free
Urban Park Rangers will lead the group 
through the gentle waters of the pond. Open 
to all skill levels. Participants must be at 
least 8 years old.  

Memorial Day Parades

When: Sunday, May 24 and Monday, May 25
Where: Forest Hills, Little Neck-Douglaston, 
College Point, Whitestone and Laurelton
Celebrations and parades happen 
throughout the weekend. The Little Neck-
Douglaston parade steps off at 2 pm Monday, 
May 25. Forest Hill’s takes place May 24 at 
noon on Metropolitan and Ascan avenues. 
College Point’s is also May 24 at 12:30 pm in 
MacNeil Park. Whitestone’s is May 25 at noon, 
at Whitestone Memorial Park. Laurelton’s 
festivities take place May 25 beginning at 9 
am at Francis Lewis and Merrick boulevards. 

Memorial Day Magic
When: Monday, May 25, from 2 pm - 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, near 
Woodhaven Boulevard and Forest Park Drive
Cost: Free
Join Champu as he engages his audience in a 
magical and humorous adventure. 

Fitness Walk at Joe Michaels Mile
When: Beginning May 26, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays through Oct. 15, at 9 am
Where: Western entrance to Joe Michaels 
Mile in Crocheron Park
This adult fi tness walking program 
happens twice a week and does not require 
registration.

Movie Night in S. Richmond Hill
When: Friday, May 29, at 7 pm
Where: Frederick B. Judge Playground, 111-01 
134th St., South Richmond Hill
Cost: Free
Bring a low chair or blanket to watch the 
family movie “Space Jam.” Board games 
start at 7 pm. The movie begins at dusk. 
Popcorn and ices will be served. 

Birding: Hawk Watch
When: Saturday, May 30, at 10 am
Where: The Unisphere in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park

Cost: Free
All skill level of bird watchers are invited to 
join the Urban Park Rangers at this event. 

It’s My Park Day
When: Saturday, May 30, from 10 am - 2 pm
Where: Clement Clarke Moore Homestead 
Park in Elmhurst and Bowne Playground in 
Flushing
Volunteer with local civic organizations to 
pick up trash, weed the grassy areas and 
paint fences.

Los Tres Creditos/The Three Little Pigs
When: Saturday, May 30, at noon
Where: Near the carousel at 111th Street and 
53rd Avenue, Corona
Cost: Free
A bilingual adaptation of the fairy tale 
includes a vegetarian wolf, Latin music and 
three adorable little pigs.  

Strawberry Festival
When: Saturday, May 30, noon - 3 pm
Where: Lower Highland Playground, 
Highland Park, Glendale
Cost: Free
The 7th annual Strawberry Festival will have 
games, crafts, music, face painting and a 
strawberry eating contest. 

Astoria International Cultural Fest
When: Saturday, May 30, noon - 5 pm
Where: Astoria Park — Great Lawn, 19th 
Street near 23rd Road, Astoria
Cost: Free
Central Astoria LDC presents a celebration 
of music and dance from around the 
world. Bring a blanket or chair to watch 
performances from Bangladesh, Brazil, 
Ireland, Japan, Morocco and more. 

Skats the Clown 
When: Saturday, May 30, at 2 pm
Where: Near the carousel at 111th Street and 

SUMMER FUN ’15
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53rd Avenue, Corona
Cost: Free
Skats combines magic and 
clowning to entertainment 
audiences of all ages.

JUNE

Dancing Under the Stars
When: Mondays, from June 1 to 
July 6, from 6 pm - 7:30 pm
Where: Wallenberg Square in 
Forest Park, Metropolitan Avenue 
and Park Lane South, Kew Gardens
Cost: Free
Weekly ballroom dancing lessons.

Children’s Summer Series Kick 
Off
When: Thursday, June 4, from 4 
pm - 7 pm
Where: Dry Harbor Playground, 
Forest Park, Forest Hills
Cost: Free
Activities for the whole family 
include touring TD Bank’s Mobile 
Forest: Rooted in NYC exhibit, 
balloon making and a performance 
of Puppets in the Park’s “Tales of 
Briar Rabbit.”

Movie Night in Bayside 
When: Friday, June 5, at 8:30 pm
Where: Golden Pond, 35th Avenue 
near the Cross Island Parkway, 
Crocheron Park, Bayside
Cost: Free
Bring a blanket or low chair for a 
showing of the recent animated hit 
“The Lego Movie.”

LIC Bike Parade
When: Saturday, June 6, 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m.
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
The 8th annual LIC bike parade 
invites children and families 
to repair their bikes, get free 
helmets and fi ttings, and decorate 
their bikes with Socrates artists. 
For more information visit 
socratessculpturepark.org. 

Family Day at Smokey Oval 
Playground
When: Saturday, June 6, from noon 
- 4pm
Where: Smokey Oval Playground, 
95th Avenue and 125th Street, 
South Richmond Hill
Cost: Free 
A day of crafts, games, face 
painting and more. 

Magic Show
When: Saturday, June 6, from 2 
pm - 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven Boulevard and Forest 
Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Cido, a member of the World Clown 
Association and Clowns of America 
International, brings his brand of 
clown magic to town. 

Plants We Eat: Tour and Activity
When: Saturday, June 6, from 1 
pm - 3 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $5
Botanical Garden staff led an 
educational tour of edible plants 
on the grounds. The event includes 
a seed planting to take home. 

Ranger’s Choice: Gather Around 
the Campfi re
When: Saturday, June 6, beginning 
at 6 pm
Where: Alley Pond Park, Oakland 
Gardens
Cost: Free, registration is required
The Urban Rangers host an evening 
of s’mores, games and storytelling 
around a roaring campfi re. Space 
is limited. Registration opens May 
27, at www.nyc.gov/parks/rangers/
register.  

Bird Watching at the Ridgewood 
Reservoir
When: Sunday, June 7, at 8:30 am 
- 11 am
Where: Ridgewood Reservoir, 
Vermont Place parking lot in 
Highland Park, Glendale
Cost: Free
Steve and Heidi Nanz of the 
Brooklyn Bird Club lead an early 
morning bird watching walk. 

Rockaway’s International 
Children’s Day
When: Sunday, June 7, at 10 am - 7 

pm
Where: Beach Block, Beach 116th 
Street, Rockaway Park
Cost: Free
A day of children’s events including 
live music, folk dancing, crafts, 
beach games, carnival attractions, 
a petting zoo and more.  

World’s Fair Anniversary Festival
When: Sunday, June 7, from 1 pm 
- 6 pm
Where: Unisphere in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Tour sites from the 1939-40 
and 1964-65 World’s Fairs. 
Watch cultural music and dance 
performances throughout the day, 
including Charles Bradley & His 
Extraordinaires, Hollis Brown and 
Damien Escobar. There will be kid-
friendly events, puppet shows and 
face painting. 

Historic New York: The General 
Slocum Disaster
When: Sunday, June 7, at 1 pm 
Where: Astoria Park Lawn in 
Astoria Park
Cost: Free
This walking tour will give 
participants the details of and 
a close-up view of where the 
General Slocum caught fi re in the 
East River causing the death of 
more than 1,000 passengers. Pre-
registration at www.nyc.gov/parks/
rangers/register is required and 
begins May 28.

Bayside Historical Society Lawn 
Concert
When: Sunday, June 7, at 6 pm
Where: Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue and the Cross Island 
Parkway, Bayside
Cost: Free
Enjoy the sounds of classic 
American rock when the band 
Desert Highway performs songs 
from the Eagles, Don Henley and 
Joe Walsh.  

Magic with Wayne “Superius” 
Garland
When: Thursday, June 11, at 5:15 
pm
Where: Mary Whalen Playground, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Experience close-up magic with 
Superius, who is the world’s fi rst 
rapping ventriloquist. 

Catskill Puppet Theater: “The 
Villian’s Mustache”
When: Thursday, June 11, at 6 pm
Where: Mary Whalen Playground, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Catskill Puppet Theater presents 
this traditional melodrama story 
complete with Tin Pan Alley show 
tunes and a mustache twirling 
bad guy. 

Movie Night in South Richmond 
Hill
When: Friday, June 12, at 7 pm
Where: Phil “Scooter” Rizzuto 
Park, 95th Avenue between 125th 
and 127th streets, South Richmond 
Hill
Cost: Free
Bring a blanket or low chair for 
a showing of “Muppets Most 
Wanted.” Popcorn and ices will be 
served. Board games begin at 7 
pm. The movie starts at dusk. 

Movie Night in College Point
When: Friday, June 12, at 8:30 pm
Where: MacNeil Park, Poppenhusen 
Avenue and 115th Street, College 
Point
Cost: Free
Bring a blanket or low chair for a 
showing of “Frozen.”

Family Day at Rufus King Park
When: Saturday, June 13, from 1 
pm - 4pm
Where: Rufus King Park, Jamaica 
Avenue between 150th and 153rd 
streets, Jamaica
Cost: Free 
A day of crafts, games, face 
painting and more. 

The Magical Georgie Porgie
When: Saturday, June 13, from 2 
pm - 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven Boulevard and Forest 
Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Georgie Porgie brings his brand of 
illusionist magic to Forest Park.

Family Day at Electric 
Playground
When: Sunday, June 14, from 1 
pm - 4pm
Where: Electric Playground, 164th 
Street near 65th Avenue, Flushing
Cost: Free 
A day of crafts, games, face 
painting and more. 

QBG Craft Table
When: Sunday, June 14, from 2 
pm - 4pm
Where: Shops at SkyView Center, 
40-24 College Point Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free 
Queens Botanical Garden will help 
kids create a table-top planter for 
Father’s Day. Supplies are limited. 

Music in the Garden: Quintet of 
the Americas
When: Sunday, June 14, at 2:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free with museum admission
The highly acclaimed quintet 
presents a program “The Melting 
Pot,” featuring the premiere of 
“Variable Winds” by Flushing 
composer Daniel Ott. 

Christopher Agostino’s 
Storyfaces
When: Thursday, June 18, at 5:15 
pm
Where: Buddy Monument in Forest 
Park, Park Lane South and Myrtle 
Avenue, Richmond Hill
Cost: Free
Volunteer to be part of the show 
as original stories and folktales 
are told on the faces of audience 
members with traditional mask 
arts. 

Drum Band Concert: Hip Pickles
When: Thursday, June 18, at  6 pm
Where: Buddy Monument in Forest 
Park, Park Lane South and Myrtle 
Avenue, Richmond Hill
Cost: Free
The interactive drum band 
performs. 

Yoga on the Beach
When: Saturdays from June 20 - 
Sept. 5, at 8 am
Where: Beach 108th Street and 
Boardwalk, Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Bring a mat, large towel or blanket 
for this beginner Hatha Yoga class. 

Louis Armstrong’s Wonderful 
World 2015
When: Saturday, June 20, from 
noon - 8 pm
Where: Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, 111th Street, Corona
Cost: Free, but pre-
registration is required at 
armstrongwonderfulworld.com
The Backyard Bash includes 
performances, family-friendly 
activities and DJ sets in the Queens 
Museum.

SUMMER FUN ’15
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SUMMER FUN ’15
FREE OUTDOOR POOLS AND 
PUBLIC BEACHES

The New York City Department of 
Parks and Recreation runs eight pub-
lic pools across Queens. Pools are open 
June 26 to Sept. 1, from 11 am -7 pm, 
and are closed daily from 3 pm - 4 pm 
for cleaning. Bring a sturdy combina-
tion lock to secure your belongings, 
but leave the food, glass bottles, news-
papers and electronic devices at home. 

Astoria Pool
19th Street and 23rd Drive, Astoria 
(718) 626-8620
Outdoor Olympic Pool, 330 feet by 165 feet, 
4-feet deep, wheelchair accessible
From July 9 to Aug. 30, Astoria Pool operates 
Monday through Friday Early Bird (7 am 
-8:30 am) and Night Owl (7 pm -8:30 pm) lap 
swims. 

Fisher Pool
99th Street and 32nd Avenue, Corona
(718) 779-8356
Outdoor Intermediate Pool, 75 feet by 60 
feet, 3 1/2-feet deep, wheelchair accessible
Outdoor Wading Pool, 20 feet by 20 feet, 
1-foot deep

Fort Totten Pool
338 Story Ave., Fort Totten
(718) 224-4031
Outdoor Intermediate Pool, 75 feet by 40 

feet, 4-feet deep, wheelchair accessible
Outdoor Diving Pool, 35 feet by 35 feet, 8 
1/2-feet deep
Outdoor Wading Pool, 20-feet round, 1 1/2-
feet deep

Liberty Pool
173rd Street and 106th Avenue, Detective 
Keith L. Williams Park, Jamaica
(718) 657-4995
Outdoor Intermediate Pool, 75 feet by 60 
feet, 3-feet deep, wheelchair accessible
Outdoor Wading Pool, 20 feet by 20 feet, 
1-foot deep

Marie Curie Park Pool
211th Street & 46th Avenue, Bayside
(718) 423-0762
Outdoor Mini Pool, 40 feet by 20 feet, 3-feet 
deep

PS 10 Pool
45th Street & 30th Road, Astoria Heights 
Playground, Astoria
(718) 777-7599
Outdoor Mini Pool, 40 feet by 20 feet, 3-feet 
deep

PS 186 Playground Pool
Little Neck Parkway & 72nd Avenue, 

Castlewood Playground, Glen Oaks
(718) 347-2945
Outdoor Mini Pool, 40 feet by 20 feet, 3-feet 
deep

Windmuller Pool
54th Street & 39th Road, Lawrence Virgilio 
Playground, Sunnyside
(718) 651-8247
Outdoor Mini Pool, 40 feet by 20 feet, 3-feet 
deep

Rockaway Beach and Boardwalk
NYC Parks maintains the beach and staffs 
lifeguards during the season, which runs 
from Memorial Day to Labor Day. 
Swimming is permitted only when a lifeguard 
is on duty, 10 am - 6 pm. 
Surfi ng sections are located between Beach 
67th and 69th streets and from Beach 87th 
to 92nd streets. 
Concession stands are located at Beach 86th 
Street, Beach 97th Street, Beach 106th Street 
and Beach 116th Street. 
Free parking lots are available along Beach 
11th to Beach 15th streets and on Beach 95th 
Street. Free street parking is also allowed. 
Beach and boardwalk reconstruction 
work
As part of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 
sand replenishing project, small sections of 
the beach will be closed on a rolling basis. 
Information on the Rockaway Beach work 
can be found at www.nan.usace.army.mil and 
at www.nycgovparks.org/facility/beaches/
beach-recovery.

from 

HAPPY HOURS
beginning 

RHYTHM 
& BREWS

from 

LADIES NIGHT
FRIDAY 
NIGHT 
LIVE

Join Us For Our 2015 Season
Over 20 years of serving you!

beginning  
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

Great 
programs 

still 
available!

FREE Door To Door Transportation 
from Queens

Children’s Faces
Beautiful Campus conveniently located 
close to the LI Expressway in Nassau 
County

Your child deserves a 
 very special summer!
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SUMMER FUN ’15

Enjoy tastes Enjoy tastes 
of Summerof Summer

Farmers’ Market

GrowNYC’s Greenmarket program 
has organized farmers’ markets across 
the five boroughs since 1976. Some 
markets also provide recycling options 
for textiles and rechargeable batteries 
along with composting.

Astoria
When: Wednesdays, 8 am - 3 pm, from July 
9 to Nov. 26
Where: 14th Street between 31st Avenue and 
31st Road
The Astoria market accepts EBT/Food 
Stamps

Corona
When: Fridays, 8 am - 3 pm, from June 11 to 
Nov. 21
Where: 103rd Street and Roosevelt Avenue
Corona’s market accepts EBT/
Food Stamps, and offers textile and 
rechargeable battery recycling.

Elmhurst Hospital
When: Tuesdays, 8 am - 4 pm, from June 3 
to Dec. 23
Where: 41st Avenue between 80th and 81st 
streets
This market accepts EBT/Food Stamps.

Forest Hills
When: Sundays, 8 am - 3 pm, year round
Where: 70th Avenue and Queens Boulevard, 
Post Offi ce
EBT/Food Stamps accepted. Compost 
drop-off and textile and rechargeable 
battery recycling are also available.

Jackson Heights
When: Sundays, 8 am - 3 pm, year round
Where: 34th Avenue and 78th Street

EBT/Food Stamps accepted. Compost 
drop-off and textile and rechargeable 
battery recycling are also available.

Socrates Sculpture Park
When: Saturdays, 8 am - 4 pm, June 7 to 
Nov. 22
Where: Vernon Boulevard and Broadway
This market accepts EBT/Food Stamps. 
Composting and rechargeable battery 
recycling are also available.

Sunnyside 
When: Saturdays, 8 am - 3 pm, through Dec. 
20
Where: Skillman Avenue between 42nd and 
43rd streets
EBT/Food Stamps accepted. Compost 
drop-off and textile and rechargeable 
battery recycling are also available.

The borough also hosts three youth-
run markets on Saturdays during the 
summer. 

Long Island City
When: Saturdays, 9 am - 4pm,  July 12 to 
Nov. 22
Where: 48th Avenue and Vernon Boulevard
This market accepts EBT/Food Stamps

Ridgewood
When: Saturdays, 9 am - 4pm, July 12 to Nov. 
22
Where: Cypress and Myrtle avenues
The market accepts EBT/Food Stamps

Rockaway Beach
When: Saturdays, 11 am - 3 pm, July 12 to 
Aug. 30
Where: Rockaway Beach Boulevard and 
Beach 67th Street
This market accepts EBT/Food Stamps. 
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CL

Formerly Nelly Bly Amusement Park

718-975-2748
Bay Parkway (Exit 5) on the Belt Parkway West

www.ADVENTURERSPARK.com

718-975-2748
Bay Parkway (Exit 5) on the Belt Parkway West

www.ADVENTURERSPARK.com

FREE Parking & Admission

$5.00 OFF
Book of 30 Tickets

Valid Until 7/31/15
As Seen in Brooklyn Parent

JUNE  SPECIAL!!!
MINI GOLF  2 PLAY FOR THE PRICE OF ONE!

MONDAY - THURSDAY 7pm-9pm  (Excludes Holidays)

 

r

!
P.O.P.

“PAY ONE PRICE”
RIDE WRISTBANDS

STARTING:
JUNE 30TH, 2015.

Monday – Friday
Session 1: 12pm - 3pm
Session 2: 3pm - 6pm
Session 3: 6pm - 9pm

*Excludes GO KARTS
*1 Ride on Bumper Cars Only

$22.00
per person

COME ONE, COME ALL ... FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
GO-KARTS!

1824 Shore Parkway - Brooklyn, NY 112141824 Shore Parkway - Brooklyn, NY 11214

We
Specialize 
in Birthday
Parties &
Groups
Make You

Reservations
NOW

CL
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Summer Solstice Festival
When: Saturday, June 20, from 
noon - 4 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, Rufus 
King Park, Jamaica
Cost: Free
A family event to welcome in the 
summer on the longest day of the 
year. Make ice cream the old-
fashioned way, create sun-inspired 
art and crafts and play historic 
games.

Omar Olusion’s Magic Show
When: Saturday, June 20, at 2 pm 
- 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Omar’s blend of magic, creativity 
and amusement entertains adults 
and children. 

Family Camping
When: Saturday, June 20, at 6 pm
Where: Alley Pond Park, 
Douglaston
Cost: Free, but spaces are chosen 
by lottery
The Urban Rangers will lead a 
group of families in an overnight 
camping adventure. Tents will be 
provided. Visit nyc.gov/parks/
rangers/register by June 10 to 
enter the lottery for a space.

Magic of Motown
When: Sunday, June 21, at 5 pm
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Bring dad along for this Father’s 
Day concert celebrating the hits of 
Motown. 

Summer Solstice Celebration
When: Saturday, June 21, 5 pm – 
Dusk
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
The annual Summer Solstice 
Celebration organized by Socrates 
Sculpture Park, Free Style Arts 
Association, Materials for the Arts, 
The Noguchi Museum and Queens 
Museum, welcomes the arrival of 
summer with art workshops, face 
painting, picnics, and a solstice 
ritual performed by Urban Shaman 
Mama Donna. This year, the Queens 
Symphony Orchestra will perform 
beginning at 7:30 pm.

Summer Solstice Celebration
When: Sunday, June 21
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors and 
$2/students and children. A $10 
parking fee will also be in effect.
Celebrate the longest day of the 
year with tours of the garden and 
a summer solstice-theme crafts 
for kids. 

NY Philharmonic Concert in the 
Park

When: Monday, June 22, at 8 pm
Where: 193 Street Field near Union 
Turnpike, Cunningham Park, Fresh 
Meadows
Cost: Free
This summer marks the 50th 
anniversary of the Concerts in the 
Parks with performances in all fi ve 
boroughs, including this one in 
Fresh Meadows. 

Puppets in the Park: ‘Brier 
Rabbit’
When: Tuesday, June 23, at 9:45 am
Where: Beach 17th Street and 
Seagirt Boulevard, Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
“Brier Rabbit” tells the tale of the 
tricky rabbit, a sly fox, lovable bear 
and a wise turtle. 

Metropolitan Opera Summer 
Recital 
When: Wednesday, June 24, at 8 
pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
2-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Met Opera singers Kiri Deonarine, 
Ginger Costa-Jackson and John 
Moore perform with pianist Dan 
Saunders. 

Astoria Park Festival
When: Thursday, June 25, 4 pm - 10 
pm; Friday, June 26, 4 pm - 11 pm; 
Saturday, June 27, noon - midnight; 
and Sunday, June 28, noon - 11:30 
pm
Where: Astoria Park parking lot, 
19th Street and Hoyt Avenue North, 
Astoria
Cost: No admission fee, but rides, 
games and food available at 
additional cost
A four-day celebration to kick off 
summer includes rids, games and 
entertainment. 

“Shrek the Musical”
When: Thursday, June 25, at 6 pm
Where: Buddy Monument in Forest 
Park, Park Lane South and Myrtle 
Avenue, Richmond Hill
Cost: Free
Plaza Theatrical Productions 
presents the musical version of the 
tale of a misunderstood ogre, his 
wise-cracking donkey sidekick and 
the feisty princess they set out to 
rescue. 

Rockstock and Barrels
When: Saturday, June 27, noon - 6 
pm
Where: Beach 90th Street, 
Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
The ninth annual surfi ng and skate 
contest includes a music festival 
and vendors. 

Bonkerz the Clown
When: Saturday, June 27, from 2 
pm - 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
The Brooklyn clown brings his 
jokes and magic to Queens.

Warm Up 2015
When: Saturdays June 27 through 
Sept. 5, from 3 pm - 9 pm, doors 
at noon
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $18/advance, $20/at door
The museum is celebrating the 
18th season of its outdoor music 
series, which brings the best in 
experimental live music, sound and 
DJs in a variety of genres. 

Movie Night in Springfi eld 
Gardens
When: Saturday, June 27, at 7:30 
pm

Where: Lawn Area in Springfi eld 
Park, Springfi eld Gardens
Cost: Free
Bring a low chair or blanket to 
watch the movie musical “Annie.”

Groovin’ in the Park
When: Sunday, June 28, gates open 
at noon
Where: Roy Wilkins Park, Merrick 
and Baisley boulevards, Jamaica
Cost: $150/VIP, $60/general 
admission, $50/early bird while 
supplies last
The fi fth annual all-day concert 
of reggae and rhythm and blues 
includes performances by Morgan 
Heritage, Cocoa Tea, Lt. Stichie, 
Billy Ocean and Michael Bolton. 

Historic New York: Native 
Americans
When: Sunday, June 28, at 1 pm
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s Center, 
Fort Totten Park
Cost: Free
The Urban Rangers lead a walking 
tour of the park discussing Native 
American culture. 

Family Day at Pomonok 
Playground
When: Sunday, June 28, from 1 
pm - 4pm
Where: Pomonok Playground, 
Flushing
Cost: Free 
A day of crafts, games, face 
painting and more. 

Lagond All-Stars Summer 
Concert
When: Sunday, June 28, at 5 pm
Where: O’Donohue Park, Beach 
17th Street and Seagirt Boulevard, 
Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free 
The Lagond All-Stars perform a 
free concert of high-energy jazz. 

Movie Night in Curtis Jackson 
Community Garden
When: Tuesday, June 30, movie 
starts around 8:30 pm
Where: Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson 
Community Garden, 117-15 165th St., 
Jamaica
Cost: Free
Bring a low chair or blanket to 
watch “Despicable Me 2.” Free 
popcorn will be served. 

Central Astoria LDC 2015 
Independence Celebration
When: Tuesday, June 30, from 7:30 
pm - 9 pm
Where: Shore Boulevard between 
the Hell Gate Bridge and the pool, 
Astoria Park, Astoria
Cost: Free
Get a jump on your Fourth of July 
celebrations with this annual event 
hosted by the Central Astoria Local 
Development Coalition. The West 
Point Band will perform, followed 
by a fi reworks display from Grucci. 

JULY

Outdoor Cinema 2014
When: Wednesdays, July 1 – Aug. 19 
at 7 pm (weather permitting) 
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City  
The annual international fi lm festival 
focuses on a different country or 
culture each Wednesday evening. 
Visitors can picnic on the grass, 
enjoy the waterfront or watch 
musicals, dance performances and 
international fi lms on an outdoor 
screen with the backdrop of the 
Manhattan Skyline.

Zumba
When: Thursdays, from July 2 to 
Aug. 6, at 5 pm
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Get moving with this musical 
workout. 

The Real Diamond
When: Thursday, July 2, at 7:30 pm
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
A tribute concert of Neil Diamond’s 
greatest hits. 

Skats the Clown
When: Saturday, July 4, at 2 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Skats combines magic and 
clowning to entertain kids of all 
ages. 

SummerStage Kids: Shine and 
the Moonbeams
When: Tuesday, July 7, at 10:30 am
Where: Rufus King Park, Jamaica 
Avenue and 151st Street, Jamaica
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Cost: Free
Shine and the Moonbeams bring 
the sounds of classic funk, 
soul, blues and jazz to young 
audiences. 

Movie Night in the Rockaways
When: Tuesday, July 7, at 8 pm
Where: Beach 17th Street and 
Seagirt Boulevard, Rockaway 
Beach
Cost: Free
Bring a blanket or low chair to 
watch the animated fi lm “The Iron 
Giant.”

Puppets in the Park: ‘Brier 
Rabbit’
When: Wednesday, July 8, at 11 am
Where: 111th Street and 53rd 
Avenue, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Corona
Cost: Free
“Brier Rabbit” tells the tale of the 
tricky rabbit, a sly fox, lovable 
bear and a wise turtle. 

Cast of “Beatlemania”
When: Thursday, July 9, at 7:30 
pm
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, Woodhaven 
Boulevard and Forest Park Drive, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Rock out with this tribute to the 
Fab Four. 

Festival de las Flores 
When: Saturday, July 11, from 11 
am - 6 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors and 

$2/students and children. A $10 
parking fee will also be in effect.
The Colombian tradition of creating 
silletos, or large medallions 
from fl owers, comes to the QBG. 
There will be music and dance 
performances. 

Omar Olusion’s Magic Show
When: Saturday, July 11, at 2 pm - 4 
pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Omar’s blend of magic, creativity 
and amusement entertains adults 
and children. 

SummerStage Kids: Mister G
When: Tuesday, July 14, at 10:30 am
Where: Rufus King Park, Jamaica 
Avenue and 151st Street, Jamaica
Cost: Free
The kid-friendly bilingual rock star, 
a 2014 Latin Grammy nominee, has 
been named one of the best live 
acts for kids and families. 

SummerStage: The Chi-Lites
When: Tuesday, July 14, at 7 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 41st 
Road and 40th Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
At the forefront of the 1970s 
Chicago R & B scene, this group 
created its own sound and released 
11 Top Ten singles. 

Mommy & Me, Music Together
When: Wednesday, July 15, at 11 am
Where: 111th Street and 53rd 
Avenue, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Corona

Cost: Free
Music and movement activities for 
young children. Bring a blanket or 
low chair.

Yesterday & Today: The Music of 
the Beatles
When: Wednesday, July 15, at 7 pm
Where: The Unisphere, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Rock out with this tribute to the 
Fab Four. 

SummerStage: George Clinton 
and Parliament Funkadelic
When: Wednesday, July 15, at  7 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 41st 
Road and 40th Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
The king of soul funk brings his 
sound to Queensbridge. 

SummerStage: Lyricist Lounge 
“Live at the BBQ” featuring 
Large Professor and Marley Marl
When: Thursday, July 16, at 7 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 41st 
Road and 40th Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Flushing’s Large Professor and 
Queensbridge’s Marley Marl 
perform. 

Blondes Have More Fun, 

SUMMER FUN ’15

SUMMER CAMP!
Jump Into...

We Make Summer Easy & Fun!

4 Swimming Pool + Lessons
4 Special Events
4 Lunch & Snack Included

4 Flexible Scheduling
4 Drop In Available
4 Door to Door Transport

Fine Arts   Academics    Sports       Technology

JUNE 28-AUGUST 21 • Nursery-13 Years Old
Half/Full Days • 7:30am-6pm Available

Choose As Many Days or Weeks As Needed 

Garden School Summer

Register Before We Fill Up!
33-16 79th St., Jackson Heights, NY 11372

(718) 335-6363 • gardenschool.com

Dive Into...

33-16 79th St., Jackson Heights, NY 11372

Flushing Meadows-Corona Park 
Conservancy

Would like to invite you to join us this SEASON

May 30 Sat

June 07 Sun 

June 21-28

July 12 Sun

August 22 Sat

Sept 19 Sat
Sept 19 Sat

Painting/clean-up at FMCP
World’s Fair Anniversary at  
FMCP from 1:00-5:30pm
Lego event at Hall of Science
Canoeing at Willow Lake with  
Urban Rangers
Photo Contest (Win $100.00  
in prizes)

Canoeing at Willow Lake or  
Take a peaceful nature walk on Pat Dolan trail  

Check our schedule of events
on our website: fmcp.org or

Facebook @Flushing Meadows Corona Park Conservancy

Support our Park
You can help the Flushing Meadows Corona Park Conservancy maintain and preserve 

out 897 acres of beautiful mesdows, playgrounds, fields and educational programming 
by making a tax deductible contribution or by volunteering, call 718-544-7436.

Jean Silva, President FMCPC

Join Us In Our BACKYARD
Flushing Meadows-Corona Park
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featuring Rick Larrimore
When: Thursday, July 16, at 7:30 pm
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Wake up Maggie, I think he has 
something to say to you in this Rod 
Stewart tribute show. 

SummerStage: “Soul Inscribed & 
the Spinning Wheel” and “Twists 
& a Bridge”
When: Friday, July 17, at 7 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 41st 
Road and 40th Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Hip Hop and theater artist Baba 
Israel’s “Soul Inscribed & the 
Spinning Wheel” is a mix of Hip 
Hop, Dub, Funk and Soul. Jennifer 
Cendaña Armas’ “Twists & a 
Bridge” tells the story of being a 
fi rst-generation Filipino-American 
in Queens. 

Bonkerz the Clown
When: Saturday, July 18, from 2 
pm - 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
The Brooklyn clown brings his 
jokes and magic to Queens.

SummerStage: Rashida Bumbray 
& Dance Diaspora and Jamel 
Gaines
When: Saturday, July 18, at 7 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 41st 
Road and 40th Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Choreographers Rashida 
Bumbray’s and Jamel Gaines’ work 
is rooted in traditional African-
American folk forms. Bumbry’s 
“Run Mary Run” will be staged and 
Jamel Gaines’ Creative Outlet will 
perform. 

SummerStage: Family Day at 
Queensbridge
When: Sunday, July 19, at 4 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 41st 
Road and 40th Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Performers include Wycliffe Gordon 
& Friends, B-Love’s Hip Hop Jazzy 
Grove, Karisma Jay & AbunDance 
and Samuel Coleman.  

SummerStage: Screening of 
“Time is Illmatic”
When: Sunday, July 19, at 7 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 41st 
Road and 40th Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Filmmaker Pete Rock’s fi lm takes 
a look at Nas returning to his 
childhood home in Queensbridge 
20 years after the release of his 
album “Illmatic.”

SummerStage Kids: B-Love’s Hip 
Hop Jazzy Groove

When: Monday, July 20, at 10:30 am
Where: Queensbridge Park, 41st 
Road and 40th Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Written, directed and 
choreographed by Traci Bartlow 
and featuring Ray F. Davis. 

Water Festival
When: Wednesday, July 22, from 11 
am - 1 pm
Where: Seaside Playground, Beach 
108th Street, Rockaway Park
Cost: Free
A fun-fi lled kids’ day with water 
infl atables, bounce houses and 
more. 

Teatro Sea: “El Encuentro de Juan 
Bobo y Pedro Animal”
When: Wednesday, July 22, at 11 am
Where: 111th Street and 53rd 
Avenue, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Corona
Cost: Free
This funny children’s play about 
discovering self-esteem and 
friendship comes from Puerto 
Rican and Dominican folklore. 

“The Merchant of Venice”
When: Wednesday, July 22, at 7 pm
Where: The Unisphere, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare’s dark story that 
examines bigotry, justice and the 
limitations of law. Evening begins 
with a 30-minute Kids and the 
Classics program.

“The Merry Wives of Windsor”
When: Wednesday, July 23, at 7 pm
Where: Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue and Cross Island Parkway, 
Bayside
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare’s farce about 
courtship, jealousy and friendship. 
Evening begins with a 30-minute 
Kids and the Classics program.

Disco Inferno
When: Thursday, July 23, at 7:30 
pm
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Burn, baby, burn. Shake your 
groove thing and hustle the night 
away. 

“The Merchant of Venice”
When: Friday, July 24, at 7 pm
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 149-
19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare’s dark story that 
examines bigotry, justice and the 
limitations of law. Evening begins 
with a 30-minute Kids and the 
Classics program.

Thunderbird American Indian 
Mid-Summer PowWow
When: Friday, July 24 to Sunday, 
July 26
Where: Queens Country Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: Adults $10/per day, $15/

weekend; Children 12 and younger 
$5/per day, $7/weekend
More than 40 Indian nations 
are represented at this three-
day Native American dance 
competition. Native American art, 
crafts and jewelry along with food 
will be available.

Magic Show with Cido
When: Saturday, July 25, from 2 
pm - 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven Boulevard and Forest 
Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Cido, a member of the World Clown 
Association and Clowns of America 
International, brings his brand of 
clown magic to town. 

“The Merry Wives of Windsor”
When: Sunday, July 26, at 4:30 pm
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare’s farce about 
courtship, jealousy and friendship. 
Evening begins with a 30-minute 
Kids and the Classics program.

Puppets in the Park: ‘Brier 
Rabbit’
When: Monday, July 27, at 10:30
Where: Queensbridge Park, 41st 
Road and 40th Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
“Brier Rabbit” tells the tale of the 
tricky rabbit, a sly fox, lovable bear 
and a wise turtle. 

Magic with Wayne “Superius” 
Garland
When: Wednesday, July 29, at 11 am
Where: Beach 97th Street and 
Shorefront Parkway, Rockaway 
Beach
Cost: Free
Experience close-up magic with 
Superius, who is the world’s fi rst 
rapping ventriloquist. 

Hip Pickles
When: Wednesday, July 29, at 11 am
Where: 111th Street and 53rd 
Avenue, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Corona
Cost: Free
The interactive drum group 
uses vocals, electronics, hip 
choreography and humor when 
they perform. 

“The Merry Wives of Windsor”
When: Wednesday, July 29, at 7 pm
Where: The Unisphere, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare’s farce about 
courtship, jealousy and friendship. 
Evening begins with a 30-minute 
Kids and the Classics program.

SummerStage Kids: Little Club 
Heads
When: Thursday, July 30 at 10:30 
am
Where: Queensbridge Park, 41st 
Road and 40th Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Little Club Heads provide a dance 
party experience for children 1 - 12 
and their families. 

The Bronx Wanderers
When: Thursday, July 30, at 7:30 
pm
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
This concert features the popular 
tunes from the ’50s, ’60s and ’70s.

“The Merchant of Venice”
When: Thursday, July 30, at 7:30 
pm
Where: Cunningham Park, Francis 
Lewis Boulevard and Union 
Turnpike, Fresh Meadows
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare’s dark story that 
examines bigotry, justice and the 
limitations of law. Evening begins 
with a 30-minute Kids and the 
Classics program.

“The Merchant of Venice”
When: Friday, July 31, at 6:30 pm
Where: Sunnyside Gardens Park, 
48-21 39th Ave.
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare’s dark story that 
examines bigotry, justice and the 
limitations of law. Evening begins 

SUMMER FUN ’15
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with a 30-minute Kids and the 
Classics program.

AUGUST

“The Merry Wives of Windsor” 
When: Saturday, Aug. 1, at 7 pm
Where: Gantry Plaza State Park, 
4-09 47th Road, Long Island City
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. 
presents Shakespeare’s farce 
about courtship, jealousy and 
friendship. Evening begins with a 
30-minute Kids and the Classics 
program.

“The Merry Wives of Windsor” 
When: Sunday, Aug. 2, at 4:30 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. 
presents Shakespeare’s farce 
about courtship, jealousy and 
friendship. Evening begins with a 
30-minute Kids and the Classics 
program.

Dance at Socrates: Week 1
When: Monday, Aug. 3 - Saturday, 
Aug. 8
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
During the week, one 
choreographer will work with a 
group of dancers on an original 
piece. Visitors are welcome 
to watch the rehearsals. The 
completed performance will be 
shown on Saturday, Aug. 8, at 4 pm.

Movie Night in the Rockaways
When: Tuesday, Aug. 4, at 8 pm
Where: Beach 17th Street and 
Seagirt Boulevard, Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Bring a blanket or low chair to 
watch the animated fi lm “Back to 
the Future 2.”

Teatro Sea: “My Superhero, 
Roberto Clemente”
When: Wednesday, Aug. 5, at 11 am
Where: 111th Street and 53rd 
Avenue, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Corona
Cost: Free
A new bilingual children’s musical 
about the legendary Puerto Rican 
baseball player and humanitarian. 

Catskill Puppet Theater: “The 
Lions Whiskers”
When: Wednesday, Aug. 5, at 11 am
Where: Beach 97th Street and 
Shorefront Parkway, Rockaway 
Beach
Cost: Free
This musical tale is told with 
masks, puppets and audience 
participation. 

Movie Night in Flushing Meadows 
When: Wednesday, Aug. 5, at 8 pm
Where: 111th Street and 53rd 

Avenue, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Corona
Cost: Free
Bring a low chair or a blanket to 
watch the recent animated hit fi lm, 
“Big Hero 6.”

Puppets in the Park: ‘Brier 
Rabbit’
When: Thursday, Aug. 6, at 10:30
Where: Queensbridge Park, 41st 
Road and 40th Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
“Brier Rabbit” tells the tale of the 
tricky rabbit, a sly fox, lovable bear 
and a wise turtle. 

“The Merchant of Venice”
When: Thursday, Aug. 6, at 7 pm
Where: Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue and Cross Island Parkway, 
Bayside
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare’s dark story that 
examines bigotry, justice and the 
limitations of law. Evening begins 
with a 30-minute Kids and the 
Classics program.

A Ray of Elvis
When: Thursday, Aug. 6, at 7:30 pm
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
A musical tribute to The King. 

Jamaica Arts & Music Festival
When: Friday, Aug. 7 and Saturday, 
Aug. 8
Where: Rufus King Park and 
Jamaica Avenue between Parsons 
Boulevard and 169th Street
Cost: Free
More than 185,000 people are 

expected to hit Jamaica Avenue 
for the 19th annual Jamaica JAMS 
event. The Friday JAMS Under 
the Stars concert is followed by 
Saturday’s street fair with nearly 
400 vendors selling everything 
from T-shirts to kabobs. 

“The Merry Wives of Windsor” 
When: Friday, Aug. 7, at 6:30 pm
Where: Sunnyside Gardens Park, 
48-21 39th Ave.
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare’s farce about 
courtship, jealousy and friendship. 
Evening begins with a 30-minute 
Kids and the Classics program.

Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival
When: Saturday, Aug. 8 - Sunday, 
Aug. 9, from 9 am - 5 pm
Where: Meadow Lake, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
The 25th annual Hong Kong Dragon 
Boat Festival treats people to 
the Dragon Boat races, cultural 
performances, demonstrations and 
a selection of international food for 
your eating pleasure. See www.hkdbf-
ny.org/ for details.

“The Merchant of Venice”
When: Saturday, Aug. 8, at 7 pm
Where: Gantry Plaza State Park, 
4-09 47th Road, Long Island City
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare’s dark story that 
examines bigotry, justice and the 
limitations of law. Evening begins 
with a 30-minute Kids and the 
Classics program.

“The Merchant of Venice”
When: Sunday, Aug. 9, at 4:30 pm

Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare’s dark story that 
examines bigotry, justice and the 
limitations of law. Evening begins 
with a 30-minute Kids and the 
Classics program.

Queens Symphony Orchestra
When: Sunday, Aug. 9, at 5 pm
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
An evening of classic music by the 
Queens Symphony Orchestra. 

Dance at Socrates: Week 2
When: Monday, Aug. 10 - Saturday, 
Aug. 15
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
During the week, one 
choreographer will work with a 
group of dancers on an original 
piece. Visitors are welcome 
to watch the rehearsals. The 
completed performance will be 
shown on Saturday, Aug. 15, at 4 
pm. 

“The Merry Wives of Windsor” 
When: Wednesday, Aug. 12, at 7 pm
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 149-
19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare’s farce about 
courtship, jealousy and friendship. 
Evening begins with a 30-minute 
Kids and the Classics program.

SummerStage Kids: Sonia De Los 
Santos

When: Thursday, Aug. 13, at 10:30
Where: Queensbridge Park, 41st 
Road and 40th Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Born and raised in Monterrey, 
Mexico, Sonia De Los Santos has 
been touring with kid-friendly 
Grammy winning group Dan Zanes 
and Friends since 2007.

“The Merry Wives of Windsor” 
When: Thursday, Aug. 13, at 7:30 
pm
Where: Cunningham Park, Francis 
Lewis Boulevard and Union 
Turnpike, Fresh Meadows
Cost: Free
The Hip to Hip Theatre Co. presents 
Shakespeare’s farce about 
courtship, jealousy and friendship. 
Evening begins with a 30-minute 
Kids and the Classics program.

Dance at Socrates: Week 3
When: Monday, Aug. 17 - Saturday, 
Aug. 22
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Cost: Free
During the week, one 
choreographer will work with a 
group of dancers on an original 
piece. Visitors are welcome 
to watch the rehearsals. The 
completed performance will be 
shown on Saturday, Aug. 22, at 4 
pm. 

Movie Night in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
When: Wednesday, Aug. 19, at 8 pm
Where: 111th Street and 53rd 
Avenue, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Corona
Cost: Free
Bring a low chair or a blanket to 
watch the Marvel story about a tale 
of misfi t space heros in “Guardians 
of the Galaxy.”

US Open Tennis Championships
When: Monday, Aug. 31 to Sunday, 
Sept. 13
Where: USTA Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
The annual US Open is one of 
the premier sporting events in 
the world. Tickets go on sale to 
the general public June 8. The 
qualifying tournament is free. See 
usopen.org for details. 

SEPTEMBER

Movie Night in Forest Park
When: Wednesday, Sept. 2, at 7:30 
pm
Where: George Seuffert Bandshell, 
Forest Park, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Bring a low chair or a blanket to 
watch the recent animated hit fi lm, 
“Big Hero 6.”

SUMMER FUN ’15
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2013 Acura  

ILX 2.0L, Black/Black. 8k 
mi. Stk #7479

$20,555
2009 Acura  

MDX 42k mi. 
Stk #7500.

$22,555

450 W. Merrick Road, Valley Stream, NY

516-823-2277  vsAcura.com

PRESENT THIS 
COUPON  

AND TAKE AN 
ADDITIONAL  

$250 
OFF  

YOUR  
PURCHASE!

2007 Acura TSX 
85k mi. Stk #7556.............................

$11,888*

2012 Acura TSX 
37k mi. Stk #7453.............................

$21,667*

2012 Acura TSX 
Tech Pkg. 35k mi. Stk #7511 ..............

$22,767*

2013 Acura TSX 
Tech Pkg. 12k mi. Stk #7536 ..............

$25,802*

2008 Acura RDX 
Tech Pkg. 66k mi. Stk #7514 ..............

$17,841*

2011 Acura RDX 
32k mi. Stk #7292.............................

$23,333*

2011 Acura RDX 
26k mi. Stk #7302.............................

$24,222*

2012 Acura RDX 
Tech Pkg. 26k mi. Stk #7561 ..............

$26,222*

2012 Acura RDX 
Tech Pkg. 19k mi. Stk #7534 ..............

$27,671*

2013 Acura ILX HYBRID 
Tech Pkg. 9k mi. Stk #7467 ................

$22,845*

2011 Acura TL 
Tech Pkg, 28k mi. Stk #7088 ..............

$22,139*

2012 Acura TL AWD 
Tech Pkg. 24k mi. Stk #7298 ..............

$22,779*

2012 Acura TL 
Tech Pkg. 19k mi. Stk #7520 ..............

$26,995*

2010 Acura MDX 
Tech Pkg. 43k mi. Stk #7563 ..............

$28,333*

2012 Acura MDX 
26k mi. Stk #7558.............................

$28,777*

2011 Acura MDX 
Tech Pkg. 41k mi. Stk #7539 ..............

$29,777*

2012 Acura MDX 
Tech Pkg, 35k mi. Stk #7546 ..............

$32,888*

2012 Acura MDX 
Tech Pkg. 31k mi. Stk #7517 ..............

$33,111*

*Tax & MV fees add’l. Vehicles subj to prior sale. DMV Fac #7037045.
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

*Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be applied to advertised cars. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY
RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 5/22/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

43k miles, Stk#3793

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k  8314 $6,995
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

AT MAJOR 
WORLD!

DAY
STARTS NOW!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

SJU’s cardinals 
fl y away 
at 145th 

graduation 

Look who's glad she is graduating. Photos by Michael ShainCamera-wielding family members crowd the fence for a picture of their graduates.

The graduating class of St. John's University numbers more than 1,600 
students this year. 

More than 60 percent of the graduating class are women, while 20 
 percent are students from foreign countries.   

TV screens projected pictures of 
the grads to spectators on the  
Great Lawn.

Before their names are called, students are handed 
a prop diploma for the walk across the stage. The real 
thing comes in the mail in a few weeks. 

College of Business grad Anson Chan wore a 
necklace made of folded dollar bills, a gift from 
his parents. 
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Your Future Starts NOW!

Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

SECURITY GUARD TRAINING

OSHA

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674

INSTRUCTORS WANTED
HHA - Spanish & English
EKG, Phlebotomy, CNA

a division of

and Q24, Q56and Q58, Q55, B52, B26, B54
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The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Install an energy-effi cient ductless 
cooling system in your home for 

 as low as $88/month*

Everything you need to be cool this summer.

No ductwork required

Programmable remote

Cost-effective

Energy-effi cient

Service & installation 
of all major brands!

SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER — EXPIRES 6/30/15

Call today!
877.358.2186
petro.com petro mobile

All images used are for illustrative purposes only. *Based on fi nancing a $8,000 installation and 9.99% interest 
rate up to 132 months. Subject to credit approval by Synchrony Bank and applies to qualifi ed systems only. 
Limited time offer, expires 6/30/15, equipment must be installed by 7/15/15. Call your local representative 
for complete terms and conditions. Must present ad at time of quote; cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Additional terms and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2015 Petro. P_15160

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

New bill to fi nance  
tourism in the boro

BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) unveiled a bill that would 
provide the five boroughs with a por-
tion of the city hotel occupancy tax 
they collect to promote local tourism.

The bill would offer boroughs 4 
percent of the city hotel occupancy tax 
revenue collected yearly within that 
borough, up to a maximum of $300,000 
per year, Peralta said. 

The tax revenue would go to each 
borough’s tourism council or organi-
zation as determined by local law and 
approved by the city Economic Devel-
opment Corporation for the promotion 
of sites, attractions and restaurants. 

“This bill really creates a synergy 
between the promotions that hap-
pened for New York City in the outer 
boroughs,” Peralta said. “Manhattan 
is the borough that’s really promoted.”

State Assemblyman Luis Sepúlveda 
(D-Bronx) is carrying the measure in 
the state Assembly. 

Peralta met with NYC & Company, 
the city’s official marketing, tourism 

and partnership organization, a year 
ago. 

The organization supports the bill, 
as it would allow each borough to pro-
mote itself more, he added. 

“They’re on board with this. They 
love the idea,” he said. “They love the 
fact that this will help the borough to 
promote itself.”

The money would allow each bor-

State Senator Jose Peralta introduced a bill 
that would give each borough more money 
for tourism efforts.  Wiki media

Continued on Page 58
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Scott Joplin, the ragtime musician, was celebrated over the weekend with the annual ragtime 
performance at St. Michael’s Cemetery in Astoria, where he is buried. 

Astoria residents, music lovers and St. Michael’s visitors enjoyed a sunny afternoon in the 
cemetery with hot dogs and cold drinks. In the crowd, rock star, Ric Ocasek, from the ‘80s band 
the Cars, sat on a picnic blanket where he was joined by his family and a couple of friends. 

Ed Berlin, a Joplin scholar, was in attendance and spoke about the era of Joplin and his impact 
on American music. 

Born in Texas and raised in Texarkana, Joplin was dubbed the “King of Ragtime.” Ragtime 
is a musical genre that reached its peak popularity between 1895 and 1918. Its cardinal trait is its 
syncopated, or “ragged,” rhythm.

Joplin, who became famous for advancing ragtime as a musical style in New York, was buried 
at St. Michael’s in 1917.

“Maple Leaf Rag” was Joplin’s signature creation, but for some reason his wife refused to 
grant her husband’s wish to have it played at his funeral, Berlin said. In the-mid 1970s, a Brook-
lyn group of musicians determined to honor that last request played “Maple Leaf Rag” at his 
grave site and dedicated a plaque to the renowned artist there.

On Sunday, Dan Levinson and his Canary Cottage Dance Orchestra returned to St. Michael’s 
to lead the musical celebration and were joined by the Victorian Vaudeville Barbershop Quartet, 
who played famous ragtime tunes such as “Maple Leaf Rag” and “The Entertainer.” 

St. Michael’s also asked concert-goers to support Councilman Costa Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria) in collecting back-to-school supplies for the needs of the children. 

Berlin said that Joplin was penniless when he died of syphilis in a city mental hospital.
The concert ended with a traditional New Orleans-style walk to Joplin’s gravesite, which went 

unmarked for decades. At Joplin’s grave, the Victorian Vaudeville Barbershop Quartet serenad-
ed him with “We Will Rest Awhile.”

Ragtime reigns at St. Michael’s

Ric Ocasek, the lead singer of the rock group The Cars (far left), spread out a sleeping bag on the lawn and had 
a picnic with his family, including son Oliver and wife Paulina Porizkova. Family friend Michael Rip and Oliver's 
date are at the far right.  Photos by Michael Shain

More than 200 people turned out for the Joplin concert on the lawn of 
the cemetery, including a few couples who danced to the century-old 
tunes. 

Band leader Dan Levinson (in the straw boater) and his Canary Cottage 
Dance Orchestra stage an annual tribute to composer Scott Joplin, the 
king of ragtime, in the cemetery where he is buried, St. Michael's.  

Not everyone arrived at the cemetry's large green by car. Four-part harmony from the Victolian Vaudeville Quartet put some bounce in the ragtime beat. 
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 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
300 Jay Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201

Follow Us: www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

718.260.5500

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

www.citytech.cuny.edu/summer

SESSION 1 BEGINS ON

MAY 28
SESSION 2 BEGINS ON 

JULY 6

SUMMER SESSIONS

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
BEGINS ON APRIL 6: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!

World-Class Comprehensive Medical Care  
Close to Home
North Shore Internal Medicine Associates has joined North Shore-LIJ Medical Group.
With a focus on disease prevention and overall wellness, North Shore Internal Medicine Associates board certified physicians specialize in 
internal medicine, cardiovascular disease, pulmonary disease and gastroenterology. Utilizing the extensive resources of North Shore-LIJ 
Health System, our physicians provide an integrated approach to medical care with a focus on exceeding patient expectations.

For an appointment, call (516) 482- 0600. 

560 Northern Boulevard, Suite 203
Great Neck, New York 11021

Most insurances accepted

Convenient office hours

Michael L. Cohen, MD  
Pulmonary Disease, Internal Medicine

Barry H. Cohen, MD 
Cardiovascular Disease, Internal Medicine

Robert W. Baker, MD 
Gastroenterology, Internal Medicine 

Jay S. Kugler, MD 
Cardiovascular Disease, Internal Medicine

Christina Park, MD 
Internal Medicine

Patrick S. Chang, MD  
Internal Medicine

Matthew Horowitz, MD 
Gastroenterology, Internal Medicine

Miroslawa Drozdzik, NP  
Emergency Medicine

Learn more about the physicians at  
North Shore-LIJ Medical Group  
North Shore Internal Medicine Associates.

For more information on North Shore-LIJ Medical Group, 
go to nslijdocs.com.
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Receive a free fl oral package for your Wedding with a maximum value of $1,000. 
Choose any Wedding Dress that is available with a maximum value of $800 and any headpiece available with a maximum value of $500 

(If more expensive items are purchased you will receive a credit toward your purchase)
Drawing will take place June 30, 2015. Contest only for couples getting married before 12/31/2016. No cash value. 

For a complete list of contest rules go to www.cnglocal.com/weddingcontest/rules.

CNG WEDDING GUIDE PRESENTS

The Great Bridal Sweepstakes
One lucky bride will receive over $3,000 in prizes

Delicate sequin embellished 
embroidery on tulle drape 
the bodice in this form fi tting 
fi t and fl are gown. Finished 
with a sweetheart neckline 
and corset back closure.
Available in blush or ivory.

Wedding dress substitutions 
available at same values. 
See below for details.

This 
beautiful 

wedding dress 
from

Maggie 
Sottero’s 
“Haven”

$1,000 in Flowers from This 
stunning 

headpiece 
from

To enter go to www.cnglocal.com/weddingcontest

Stunning bridal head-
piece custom designed 
by Bridal Styles Boutique, 
encrusted with Swarovski 
crystal and delicate 
seed pearls.

Headpiece substitutions 
available at same values. 
See below for details.

You will receive a free hair and 
make-up tryout with one of our 
top bridal hairstylist and make-
up artists. Services include up-
do or down-do, and full make-
up application with airbrush 
and lashes. In between your 
trial day and your Big Day, re-
ceive haircut and full color ser-
vices, including single process 
and highlights. Finally, on your 
Wedding Day, sit back and re-
lax while we bring it all together 
and deliver a customized hair 
and make-up look.

$900 Hair, Makeup and Color package from

including a free hair 
and make-up tryout

PILO ARTS SALON

and Decoratorsand Decorators
Marine FloristsMarine Florists

We can custom make your fl oral or silk arrangement.
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

After cutting back last year to catch 
her breath, Natalia Paruz and her or-
chestra of saw musicians are return-
ing to Astoria for the 11th NYC Musi-
cal Saw Festival at Trinity Lutheran 
Church Saturday, May 30.

A celebration of the carpenter’s 
go-to tool, the festival is built on the 

premise that in the right hands, these 
work-a-day objects create a sound rem-
iniscent of a chorus of sopranos. 

“The saw sounds like an opera sing-
er without words,” Paruz said. “Every 
time we play, people come around look-
ing for the singers.”

That got Paruz, who often goes by 
her sobriquet “The Saw Lady,” think-
ing. And those thoughts turned into a 

musical hypothesis. 
“What if we replace the soprano sec-

tion of a choir with saws?” Paruz said. 
The answer will be discovered at the 

start of this year’s festival when The 
Astoria Choir joins Paruz and three 
other saw musicians in a performance 
of Mozart’s “Ave verum corpus.”

“I thought it was a fabulous idea,” 
Adam Eggleston, the choir’s director, 

said. “I thought it would be great fun 
and beautiful, too.”

The beauty of the instrument’s 
tones are a large part of what attracted 
Paruz to it. 

When she was 6, and traveling 
through Europe with her parents, Par-
uz first heard someone playing a saw. 

“I was mesmerized,” Paruz said. 
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Natalia Paruz, who goes by 
the moniker “The Saw Lady,” 
practices with The Astoria 
Choir for the upcoming NYC 
Musical Saw Festival.  

Photo by Kevin Zimmerman
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PRODUCTIONS

“Merrily We Roll Along” — 
Astoria Performing Arts Center 
presents the Stephen Sondheim 
and George Furth cult musical 
that begins at the end and 
proceeds backwards in time. 
When: Through May 23
Where: APAC, Good 
Shepherd United Methodist 
Church, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Cost: $18/adult, $12/students 
and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Our Lady of 121st Street” 
— Stephen Adly Guirgis’ dark 
comedy involves a reunion 
of friends who gather at a 
funeral home after the death 
of beloved nun and activist 
Sister Rose. 
When: Through May 23
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center, 31-10 Thomson Ave. 
Long Island City
Cost: $10/general admission, 
$8/students
Contact: (718) 482-5151

Website: www.lpac.nyc

“Urinetown” — This 
recent Broadway musical 
comedy is a satire on the 
legal system, capitalism, 
social irresponsibility, 
politics and even musical 
theater. In the near future, 
a 20-year drought has 
outlawed private toilets, 
forcing citizens to use public 
facilities run by a monopoly. 
When: May 23 - May 24, 
May 29 - May 31 and June 5 
-June 6
Where: Parkside Players at 
Grace Lutheran Church, 103-15 
Union Turnpike, Forest Hills
Cost: $20/adults, $18/
seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.
parksideplayers.com

AUDITIONS

“Mary Poppins” — St. 
Gregory’s Theatre Group will 
hold auditions for all adult 
roles (ages 16 and up). Be 

prepared to sing 16 bars of a 
song, to perform a one-minute 
monologue and to move. Bring 
your resumé. The show will 
take place in August. 
When: May 23, from 11 am 
- 2pm
Where: St. Gregory’s Oak 
Room, 242-20 88th Ave., 
Bellrose
Contact: sgtgproductions@
gmail.com

“A Funny Thing Happened 
on the Way to the Forum” 
— Theatre By The Bay 
announces auditions for all 
roles in this classic Broadway 
musical. They are looking for 
performers who are profi cient 
in verbal as well as physical 
comedy. Female dancers are 
also needed. Be prepared to 
sing, dance and read from the 
script. 
When: Tuesday, June 2 and 
Wednesday, June 3, from 7 
pm - 10 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, 13-00 209 St., 
Bayside
Contact: (718) 428-6363.

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

LUNCH SPECIALS
$795

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 12 NOON–3P.M.

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD
CAESAR

GARDEN
*ADD GRILLED CHICKEN + $3
*ADD GRILLED SHRIMP + $4

SANDWICHES
MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE

SAUSAGE & PEPPER
** PARMIGIANA ON REQUEST

Pasta 
Dishes

Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

NO SUBSTITUTIONS 
OR TAKEOUT

Answers in Sports
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Since 8-year-old Rocco Lanzer from 
Maspeth was diagnosed with leukemia 
several months ago, his friend and 
martial arts teacher, Sensei Angel Re-
dondo, has been visiting him at North 
Shore LIJ’s Cohen Children’s Medical 
Center in New Hyde Park, where the 
boy is receiving life-saving treatment.

Redondo, or “Mr. R” — as the kids 
at Maspeth Martial Arts and Fitness 
call him — keeps reminding his young 
student, who is a third-grader at PS 
153, that everyone back home is think-
ing about him and rooting for his quick 
recovery.

While Rocco’s story has quickly 
spread through social media, the out-
pouring of support for his family from 
their close-knit community has been 
overwhelming, thanks to their con-
cerned neighbor. 

Because of Redondo’s ongoing fund-
raising efforts, more than $3,400 has 
been raised so far to help Maria and 
Michael Lanzer with their son’s medi-
cal expenses. 

“It’s tough. We’ve been trying to do 
whatever we can to help them finan-
cially with this situation and to bring 
awareness about Rocco and about leu-
kemia. You have to help people in situa-

tions like these ‘cause you never know,” 
Redondo, himself a father of two, said. 
“Any illness is close to your family. He 
was a healthy 8-year-old one day and in 
just a couple of days it turned.”

Since Rocco’s hair was recently 
buzzed, Redondo told him: “If you get 

bald, I’m going to get bald.” 
That inspired the martial arts 

teacher’s plan for a Hair for Rocco 
event, which is supposed to take place 
during the Memorial Day Parade on 
Grand Avenue in Maspeth. 

“I’m going to get a hairdresser for 
the day; $10 donations for haircuts to 
help the family,” he said.

It’s a long road ahead for Rocco and 
his doting parents. 

“They give him a good prognosis – 
that in two or so years he’ll be fine; it’s 
a two-year battle,” Redondo said.

Maspeth Martial Arts is also in-
volved with Relay for Life of Middle 
Village, which will take place at Juni-
per Park June 27 - 28.  

Kristen Sapienza of Maspeth Fed-
eral Savings said it has been a proud 
sponsor of Relay for Life since 2004. 

“Several teams are formed every 
year to participate in this annual event 
to support our community and fund-
raise for this worthy cause,” she said. 

Folks who volunteer will be walk-
ing around the park for 24 hours. Each 
team walks for a certain amount of 
time then passes the torch to the next 
team, and so on.

“Everybody goes through rough 
times in their life. We have to stick 
together,” Redondo said. “When our 
country is falling apart, you have to 
start with the community. As a coun-
try, we’re more split than ever. Let’s 
unite Maspeth and Middle Village; 
let’s unite Queens and New York. Let’s 
just help each other out. There’s no 
other way.”

For donations: maspethmartialarts.
com/help-rocco-in-his-fight-against-
leukemia or gofundme.com/RocsRac-
e2Recovery.

Rocco Lanzer displays a certificate with 
his martial arts teacher, Angel Redondo, at 
Maspeth Martial Arts and Fitness.  

Photo courtesy Angel Redondo

Maspeth residents unite for boy in fi ght of life

Maspeth’s Rocco Lanzer, 8, is receiving 
treatments for leukemia at North Shore LIJ’s 
Cohen Children’s Medical Center in New Hyde 
Park.  Photo courtesy Angel Redondo

As Rocco Lanzer battles leukemia, his martial arts school plans a hair-razing fund-raiser
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BY MERLE EXIT

Step right up, the Big 
Apple Circus is in town 
and presenting its newest 
show “Metamorphosis” 
in Cunningham Park. 

Describing the force 
that brings changes as 
“the power that turns 
the everyday into the 
extraordinary,” the 
show includes plenty of 
transforming tricks and 
illusions that delighted 
all the attendees at last 
weekend’s Opening Day. 

It was Myra Felicia-
no’s first time seeing the 
Big Apple Circus. 

“I was excited seeing 
the whole family enjoy-
ing themselves, as well 
as I did.  I found myself 
cheering all of the acts,” 
Feliciano said. “My hus-
band, Juan, gets great 
pleasure not just taking 
the family, but sharing 
their reactions.”

For one performance, 
substitute Ringmaster 
Nelson Lugo, a New York 
City-based actor and ma-
gician filled in for the 

regular headliner, John 
Kennedy Kane.

Act I brought Odbaya-
sakj Dorjoo as the “Con-
tortionist in a Cube” 
where she placed herself 
in a transparent box. 

You can hear the au-
dience’s amazements as 
well as seeing their faces 

grimace as Dorjoo some-
how makes herself fit 
into the small container. 
She not only twisted her-
self into a back bend and 
then folded herself up, 
crawling sideways like a 
crab into the box, but her 
assistant, Tato, squeezed 
herself into the same 

box.  
“Humpback Day” was 

part of the celebration as 
Jenny Vidbel performed 
her “Down on the Farm, 
Dogs and More” with 
camels, horses, and even 
a llama.  

Performers Vladi-
mir and Olga Smirnov 

did this crazy costume 
change act, where Olga 
changed costumes in 
the blink of an eye. She 
must have had at least 13 
different outfits on in a 
5-minute span. It was one 
of 15-year-old Christine 
Feliciano’s favorites bits 
as well. 

Madeline Rivera said 
she enjoyed attending 
the show with her son 
and being able to watch 
him laugh. 

“He got so excited with 
clowns and especially the 
aerial spaceship,” Rivera 
said, in reference to acro-
bats Giovani Anastasini 
and Irene Espana.  

Send in the clown, 
Francesco, who was 
loved by everyone.  

The Big Apple Circus 
continues through June 
14, at Cunningham Park, 
Union Turnpike near 
Francis Lewis Boule-
vard, in Fresh Meadows.

A fan checks out the Big Apple Circus poster before heading into the show.  Photo by Merle Exit

Circus pitches its tent in Cunningham Park

Let’s hear it for the youth 
of America, ‘cause today I got 
a couple of 16-year-olds to tell 
you about.  

Talented, hardworking and 
ambitious, Francesca Ian-

nacone and Isabel Robin are 
the real deal. And they’re both 
kids from Queens – Francesca 
(call her Franny) grew up in 
Middle Village and now lives 
in Little Neck. Isabel is a life-
long resident of Bayside.

At Fiorello H. LaGuardia 
High School, located near Lin-
coln Center, specializing in the 
visual and performing arts, 
Isabel is an honor drama stu-
dent in her sophomore year.  

Her real love is musical 
theater, inspired by seeing a 
production of “Oklahoma!” 
when she was only 4.  

In just a few years, Isabel 

has compiled an impressive re-
sumé, mainly through her as-
sociation with Theatre by the 
Bay at the Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center.  She has played 
lead roles in “Mame” (Young 
Patrick), “Oliver!” (Oliver) — 
yes, they’re both boys — “An-
nie” (Annie), and Dorothy in 
“The Wizard of Oz,” her favor-
ite so far.  

A star of today she admires 
is Laura Osnes, a Tony Award 
nominee for “Bonnie and 
Clyde” and “Cinderella.”

Wanting to share her love 
of music, Isabel recently 
formed a community service 
group called Joy Through Mu-
sic. Broadway show tunes and 
other standards will be per-
formed around town for those 
who may not be able to get to 
see shows on their own.  

The kick-off event is com-
ing up Sunday, June 14, at 11 
a.m., in Bay Terrace (718-428-
6363), featuring “music, bagels 
and talented teens.”  You may 
even get to see Isabel’s young-
er sister Tess perform.

Franny is a sophomore at 

Talent Unlimited High School, 
located in the Julia Richman 
Educational Complex on Man-
hattan’s Upper East Side.  A 
drama major in the Honors 
Repertory program, she re-
cently appeared in a produc-
tion of A.R. Gurney’s “The 
Dining Room” at the school.  
Of the several roles she’s had 

in the last couple of years, her 
favorite and most challenging 
was the title character in the 
ancient Greek drama “Anti-
gone” by Sophocles.  Talk 
about heavy lifting!

Leaning toward ballet in 
her early years, Franny saw 
the movie “Twelve Angry 
Men” and decided that acting 

was the way to go.  
“I’m constantly changing,” 

she said, but right now she pre-
fers film to stage.  She’s a fan 
of director Quentin Taran-

tino and the actress Jennifer 

Lawrence.  Looking ahead 
to life after high school, she’d 
like to attend the University of 
Southern California — it’s got 
a good drama program and the 
weather is warm.

Franny is also into visual 
arts.  She has an internship 
at the Folk Art Museum train-
ing to be a docent, and looks 
forward to visiting the new 
Whitney down by the High 
Line.  Her only regret is that 
she won’t be old enough in 2016 
to vote for Hillary Clinton for 
president.

Lesson to parents by our 
story today: expose your chil-
dren to the arts and culture at 
an early age — you’re in the 
right city for it — and all of 
us will benefit when they get 
older.

Contact Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com

ISABEL ROBIN

Catch a couple of rising stars from Queens

FRANCESCA IANNACONE

Borough teenage girls are working their way to the Broadway stage and Hollywood studio
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

IF YOU GO
Big Apple Circus

When: Through Sunday, 
June 14
Where: Cunningham 
Park, Fresh Meadows
Cost: $10 - $65
Contact: (800) 922-
3772
Website: www.
bigapplecircus.org
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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By Ed Canty

Out of Luck
Across
1. Litmus reddener
5. Pitcher
9. Level, in London
13. Biblical pronoun
14. Computer 
command
15. Hold up
16. Like a bad 
photographer's
subject?
19. C.E.O.'s degree
20. Long time
21. Andean animals
22. Popular cookie
23. Lanky
24. Lindsey Vonn 
event
27. Like almonds in 
many recipes
31. Recurring theme
32. Student aid
33. ___ tree (in 
trouble)
34. Not in service
38. Fin. adviser
39. CD followers
40. Looks after
41. Camper's 
supply
44. Type of cord
45. Marries
46. Mrs. Lincoln's 
maiden name
47. Broadway 
opening
50. Crèche trio
51. Fraternity letter
54. "In the middle 
of no where"

57. "...___ man 
put asunder"
58. "Thanks ___!"
59. List-ending 
abbr.
60. Part of DEA
61. Greek portico
62. Narrative

Down
1. Minute bit
2. Fat-sounding 
fish
3. Speck
4. Pair
5. Respect
6. "Yippee!"
7. Fifty-fifty
8. Gym unit
9. Domesticate again
10. Many a 
homecoming attendee

11. ___ Lee 
Corporation
12. Storm centers
15. VI x CIX
17. Distant
18. Big Ten 
football's Fighting 
___
22. Medley
23. Big bridge bids
24. Artist's coverall
25. Jeweler's 
magnifier
26. Fragrant oil
27. English Channel 
feeder
28. Showing regret
29. Lyrical work
30. Saint-Saens's 
"___ Macabre"
32. Birds on 
Canadian dollars

35. College unit
36. Artist's 
workplace
37. Fax or FedEx
42. Having
43. "___ Evil" (Mia 
Farrow film)
44. Colombia's 
capital
46. Forbidden
47. Auctioneer's 
last word
48. Stage coach
49. "___, Brute!"
50. Tuna ___
51. Hummus holder
52. Get better
53. Capri, e.g.
55. Possesses
56. Fishing aid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

THE BIG APPLE
P E N D C C L I C A R B S
S T O W R O I L A L E R T
S U R E O N E I M A N I A
T I M E S S Q U A R E O E R

B A B U D I R T
A P C D Y E S C A U S E S
S A R A H R A C K B E S T
S T A T U E O F L I B E R T Y
A S T R A R E A A R I E L
D Y E I N G S M O G F E E

A U R A O R E O
C B S C E N T R A L P A R K
H O T E L T H I N E L E E
A N O D E R U N G R A V E
P E P S I E D G E A S S N

EVENTS

Bird Watching Around 
Strack Pond —  Jean 
Loscalzo of the Queens 
County Bird Club leads an 
early morning bird watching 
walk. 
When: Saturday, May 23, 
from 8 am - 10 am

Where: Forest Park Visitor 
Center, Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4462
Website:  www.
nycgovparks.org

Basic Canoeing —  Join the 
Urban Rangers as they lead 
a group of boaters in this 

gentle water class. Open 
to all skill levels, ages 8 
and up.
When: Sunday, May 24, at 
1 pm
Where: Golden Pond in 
Crocheron Park, Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website:  www.
nycgovparks.org

Birding: Hawk Watch in 
Flushing Meadows —  The 
Urban Rangers will take 
you through the best 
wildlife viewing spots in the 
borough. Open to all skill 
levels. 
When: Saturday, May 30, at 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Saturday, June 6, 2015 
7:00 p.m.
Admission: $10

$8-seniors & U.S. Veterans 
For more information, contact us at  

poppenhusen@juno.com or (718) 358-0067.  
This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership 

with the City Council, Councilman Paul Vallone.

An instrumental performance 
including Flute, Bass and Piano 
performing Jazz, Ballads, Blues 

and more at

Poppenhusen Institute
114-04 14th Road, College Point

(Parking is available)

Cozy Candlelight Cafe Night

10 am
Where: Unisphere, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4462
Website:  www.
nycgovparks.org

Strawberry Festival — The 
7th annual Strawberry 
Festival will have games, 
crafts, music, face painting 
and a strawberry eating 
contest. 
When: Saturday, May 30, 
noon - 3 pm
Where: Lower Highland 
Playground, Highland Park, 
Glendale
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Astoria International 
Cultural Fest — Central 
Astoria LDC presents a 
celebration of music and 
dance from around the 
world. Bring a blanket or 
chair to watch performances 
from Bangladesh, Brazil, 
Ireland, Japan, Morocco and 
more. 
When: Saturday, May 30, 
noon - 5 pm
Where: Astoria Park — Great 
Lawn, 19th Street near 23rd 
Road, Astoria
Cost: Free

Alley Pond Park 
Adventure Course: Free 
Sundays — This two-hour 
adventure course includes 
both low and high elements 
and is open to individuals 
and groups. Space is limited 
and participants must be 
at least eight years old. 
Sneakers are required. 
During July and August, 
pre-registration is required. 
When: Through Nov. 1, 
Sundays from 9:30 am - noon
Where: Alley Pond Park 
Adventure Center, Oakland 
Gardens
Cost: Free, register at 
nycgovparks.org/programs/
rangers/registration
Contact: (718) 217-4685
Website:  www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

Global Mashup No. 4 — 
Mexico meets Greece when 
Mariachi Flor de Toloache, 
the city’s only all-female 
mariachi band, and Yianni 
Papastefanou, a traditional 
Greek singer, take to the 
stage separately then 
for a fi nal group jam. The 
performance features an 
open dance fl oor. 
When: Friday, May 22, dance 
lessons at 7 pm, concert at 
8 pm

Where: Flushing Town Hall,  137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $15/general 
admission, $10/members 
and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Music in the Garden: The 
New York Exceptions 
— This doo-wop band 
performs popular music 
from the ’50s, ’60s and ’70s.  
When: Saturday, May 23, 
from 3 pm - 5 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Concert is included in 
admission price — $4/adults, 
$3/seniors, $2/students 
with IDs and children 3 - 12
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website:  www.
queensbotanical.org

Tuesday Morning Music Club 
—  This monthly concert series 
features light classical music 
performed by instrumentalists 
and singers. Lunch is served. 
When: Tuesday, May 26, at 
11 am
Where: The Community 
Church of Douglaston, 39-50 
Douglaston Parkway, Little Neck
Cost: Free, but donations 
are welcomed.
Contact: (631) 673-8571
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“It has this unworldly sound. 
And it is more visual than any 
other instrument. I don’t mean 
because it’s a tool, but the en-
tire instrument moves.”

A saw musician, who plays 
sitting down, will place the 
instrument’s handle between 
his knees. Attached to the oth-
er end of the metal is a small 
wooden handle that moves. 

To create the sound, the 
musician pulls the underside 
of the saw up while pushing 
the topside down with the 
handle and plucking the teeth 
with a violin bow. 

Paruz has been playing the 
saw for more than 20 years and 
even offers lessons. 

Well, she meets with her 
students at least once. 

“You only take one lesson,” 
she said. “You learn how to 
produce the sounds.”

And those sounds attract 
quite a following. 

Before starting the New 
York festival, Paruz used to 
travel to Paris to play in that 
city’s event. 

There is also a large gather-
ing of saw musicians each year 

in California, but instead of a 
concert, the main event there 
is a competition, which Paruz 
does not like. 

“It pits one saw player 
against another,” she said. “I 
want everyone who comes out 
to be able to play. And they 
come out of the woodwork.”

Astoria’s festival owns 
bragging rights to a 2009 
Guinness World Record, when 
53 musicians gathered to per-
form. 

This year’s concert will in-

clude a performer flying 
in from Australia and the 
oldest saw player in the 
world, a 95-year-old man 
from North Carolina, 
Paruz said. 

Earlier this week, Par-
uz and fellow saw musi-
cian Dale Stuckenbruck joined 
The Astoria Choir, sans sopra-
nos, for a rehearsal. 

After running the singers 
through the piece a couple of 
times, the saws joined in. 

“It was excellent,” Par-
uz said. “It was so much 
more than I thought it 
would be. And when there 
are four of us up here, it’s 
going to be great.”

Reach News Editor 
Kevin Zimmerman by e-mail at 
kzimmerman@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4541.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Douglaston, NY 11363 • Phone 718-224-8787

@Douglaston_Manor   @Douglaston Manor    Or The Douglaston Manor

The Mansion At Douglaston Manor - Queens Premier Wedding Venue
Please Join Us

Thursday, May 28th, 2015, from 6:30pm - 10pm
For Our Amazing Bridal Showcase

Featuring Vendors For DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors. 

Have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful cuisine 

the chef & his culinary staff have prepared for you.

Continued from Page 1

SAW FESTIVAL

Members of The Astoria Choir stand behind saw musicians Dale Stuckenbruck (l.) and Natalia Paruz during a 
rehearsal at Trinity Lutheran Church on 37th Street.  Photo by Kevin Zimmerman

IF YOU GO

NYC Musical 
Saw Festival

When: Saturday, May 
30, at 2 pm
Where: Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 31-18 
37th St., Astoria
Cost: $10
Website: 
musicalsawfestival.org

WATCH A VIDEO OF THE 
SAW FESTIVAL REHEARSAL AT 

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361  718.215.6470  aperitifbistrobayside.com

APERITIF BAYSIDE presents:

“Tour de France” 
       5 Course Wine Dinner
      Wednesday, June 3rd, 2015 @ 7:00

     We invite you to join us for a stellar pairing 
   of our cuisine and wines from all over France

      Call 718.215.6470 to sign up
              Space is limited, reservation are required

           $79 per guest (plus tax and tip)

With 
better days 
come a better 
happy hour!

Now offering 
Happy Hour 
Specials 
from Monday 
through Friday 
at the 
bar area

HAPPY HOUR
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY – 4:30 TO 7:30

AT THE BAR ONLY

DRINKS SPECIALS:
1/2 OFF WINES BY THE GLASS 

AND DRAUGHT BEERS

$7 COCKTAILS FROM OUR COCKTAIL LIST

$1 BLUEPOINT OYSTERS
(3 MINIMUM)

APERITIF’S “LUCKY 7S”:
– $7 –

MUSSELS (MARINIÉRES OR PROVENCALES)
HUMUS & GRILLED CALAMARI

THIN CRUST SEARED TUNA PIZZA

PROSCIUTTO FLATBREAD

BOARD OF THREE MEATS AND CHEESES

(ADD $4 FOR FOIE GRAS)
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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BY BILL PARRY

A Long Island City-based 
company is looking to change 
the way the food cart business 
operates in New York City. 

MOVE Systems and the 
City Council announced a new 
pilot program that will pro-
vide 500 state-of-the-art eco-
friendly foodcarts to vendors 
throughout the city rent-free.

“It’s a revolutionary model 
that will usher in a new era,” 
MOVE Systems CEO James 
Meeks said. “Our big commit-
ment is to get rid of the old 
carts that are polluters and 
dangerous. The MRV100 solves 
our energy, public health and 
safety issues.”

New York City has nearly 
8,000 food carts and trucks 
operating on its streets, result-
ing in an estimated 1.2 million 
daily mobile food transac-
tions. The typical food cart 
uses propane, a highly com-
bustible fuel. The city has al-
ready experienced food truck 
and cart fires, including an 
incident that caused the tem-
porary shutdown of the West 
Side Highway.

“The MRV100 uses natu-
ral gas that is much cleaner 
and much, much safer around 
open flame,” Meeks said. The 
mobile units are safer, provide 
clean food preparation, and 
help reduce greenhouse emis-
sions.

The national environmen-
tal group Energy Vision re-
leased a report assessing the 

impact of New York City’s 
existing food cart fleet vs. the 
new MRV100. According to the 
report, each MRV100 reduces 
climate change gases by 60 
percent and smog-causing pol-
lution by 95 percent, thereby 
taking the pollution equiva-
lent of nearly 200 cars off the 
road.

City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton), 
chairman of the Council’s 
Environmental Conservation 
Committee, welcomed the new 

pilot program. “New Yorkers 
encounter air pollution every 
day and in some communities 
like mine, there is an undeni-
able direct correlation to some 
of the highest asthma rates in 
the country,” Richards said. 
“I’m pleased that the carts 
being provided will reduce 
emissions, improve air qual-
ity and increase safety on our 
streets.”

Unlike traditional ba-
sic food carts that cost from 
$15,000 to nearly $25,000, 

MOVE Systems will lease the 
500 food carts free of charge 
to selected vendors, the first 
100 going to disabled veterans. 
The unit runs on a compressed 
natural gas generator plus a 
solar panel providing supple-
mentary power.

“We will charge for the 
energy and other revenue 
sources,” Meeks said. “And if 
it proves economically viable, 
we’ll go beyond the initial 500 
units.”

MOVE Systems opened 

its headquarters at 29-28 41st 
Ave. in Long Island City four 
months ago. 

“Queens is the heart of the 
food cart industry and at night 
all of the carts return to their 
commissaries and those are 
all around the Queens side 
of the Queensboro Bridge,” 
Meeks said. “It’s the perfect 
location for us.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 

G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 

word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 

a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month

Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

One of MOVE Systems natural gas food carts is open for business at Gantry State Park in Long Island City.  Photo courtesy MOVE Systems

LIC outfi t adds twist to food carts
MOVE Systems replaces propane tanks with natural gas in mobile eatery business



artwork among residents and 
helping artists more fully en-
gage with the communities 
we serve. We look forward to 
continuing our work to com-

mission projects that bring 
great art to neighborhoods in 
all five boroughs.”

The Percent for Art law 
was passed in 1982 by the City 

The status hearing, which 
reviews where a case stands at 
the time, was presided over by 
Federal Judge Sterling John-
son. 

Typically, during a status 
hearing,  the defense and the 
prosecution will discuss evi-
dence, scheduling of hearings 
on motions filed, trial dates 
and possible plea offers under 

the watchful eyes of a judge.
Johnson was not pleased 

with the reason why Siddiqui 
had refused to come to court.

 “This is a complex case,” 
Johnson said. “She is not in-
vited to court, she is ordered 
to come.” The judge asked the 
prosecution if a court order 
to force Siddiqui to appear in 
court was needed and prosecu-
tors said it was unnecessary 
because her refusal might have 
been due to some confusion 
over the court dates. 

Johnson also said that a 
date should be scheduled to vet 
the two defense-counsel teams 
so they can access classified 
documents and evidence relat-
ed to the case. 

He also rescheduled anoth-
er status hearing this Friday, 
ordering to Siddiqui show up 
to discuss further details of the 
case. 

If the two women are con-
victed, they both face life sen-
tences in prison. 

ough to promote its tourist at-
tractions, including sites such 
as Coney Island, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Alpha-
bet City and the Bronx Zoo.

The new revenue could also 
be used to promote for-profit 
ventures like bars, bookstores, 
coffee shops and restaurants. 

In 2014, 56.4 million visi-
tors came to the city, gener-
ating $61.3 billion in overall 
economic impact. Tourists 
bought more than 32 million 
hotel-room nights. 

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz said the borough 
has a variety of attractions, 
reflecting the diversity of the 
borough’s population.

“This bill offered by Sen. 
Peralta and Assemblyman 
Sepúlveda would better en-

able Queens to promote these 
fabulous attractions to a wider 
audience and would generate 
economic growth that would 
strongly benefit our borough’s 
hardworking families,” Katz 
said in a statement. 

The bill is currently in the 
Investigations and Govern-
ment Operations Committee 
in the state Senate and the 
Ways and Means Committee 
in the state Assembly awaiting 
a vote out of committee.
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homes if they are not pres-
ent. And it is illegal to share 
an apartment if it is rent-reg-
ulated, even if the lessee or 
building owner are present.

Airbnb does post a dis-
claimer for individuals list-
ing their homes on the web-
site, which describes New 
York’s multiple dwelling law, 
as well as laws regarding ap-
plicable taxes, rent regula-
tion, city zoning codes and 
business licensing. 

But the AG’s report, which 
gathered information from a 
subpoena in May 2014, found 
the site was being used ille-
gally to a large degree.

Though less than 3 percent 
of airbnb reservations are in 
Queens, Airbnb touted the 
benefit of starting to bring 
tourists outside of traditional 
hotel districts to spend money 
in the city’s neighborhoods. 

The state attorney gen-
eral’s office could not be 
reached for comment on the 
new report. 

The Airbnb report also 
claims that 90 percent of the 
city’s hosts share their pri-
mary residences, while 72 
percent of them use the extra 

income to help pay bills.
Flushing resident Linda 

Landivar uses the site to host 
visitors at her home for just 
those reasons. She advocated 
on behalf of the rental website 
alongside several other New 
York City-based Airbnb hosts 
in Albany last week to influ-
ence lawmakers to change 
laws to work for residential 
users while collaborating on 
tougher laws restricting un-
licensed hotel operators.

“Although hosting guests 
from around the world is 
something we love to do, 
there is another benefit Airb-
nb has provided — and that’s 
economic security for my 
family,” said Landivar, who 
along with her husband is a 
freelance artist with a less 
stable source of income. 

“As a mother of two it is 
so important to know, even 
when work slows, we have 
a source of income that will 
help put food on the table and 
help pay the bills,” she said.

Airbnb is using its new 
report to advocate to the at-
torney general and the Legis-
lature to fix the laws for New 
Yorkers like the Landivars, 
while at the same time help-
ing the web rental commu-
nity to pay $65 million more 
in city and state taxes.

 

knowledged that she benefits 
from the current state of the 
nail salon industry. 

“I, like, many Americans 
and many New Yorkers have 
also been the beneficiaries of 
this larger systemic problem 
— cheaper products and ser-
vices — a problem and a con-
versation that we are begin-
ning here to solve,” she said. 

The network was formed 
in response to a series of re-
cent New York Times articles 
that reported on the poor 
working conditions in the 
city’s nail salons.

Meng said most of what 
The Times reported was ac-
curate, but warned against 
generalizations. 

“It’s important, as with 
any industry, not to just 
paint the entire industry 
with such a broad stroke so 
that the hardworking law-
abiding owners are vilified,” 
she said. 

This comes on the heels of 
a multi-agency Enforcement 
Task Force formed by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo to prevent 
illegal practices and unsafe 

working conditions in the 
nail salon industry. 

The task force will also re-
cover unpaid wages and shut 
down unlicensed businesses 
and businesses that do not 
comply with state law. 

“We will not stand idly 
by as workers are deprived 
of their hard-earned wages 
and robbed of their most ba-
sic rights,” Cuomo said in a 
statement. 

The network points to 
business owners who inten-
tionally exploit workers to 
maximize their own profits 
and undocumented workers 
who are not paid fairly.

In order for an average 
outer borough nail salon to 
fully comply with all labor 
and health regulations, it has 
to charge about 67 percent 
more — from $9 to $15 — for 
a regular manicure and 100 
percent higher — from $20 to 
$40 — for a regular pedicure, 
according to Meng.

The average Manhattan 
salon has to charge an aver-
age of 25 percent more, from 
$20 to $25, for a regular mani-
cure and 33 percent more, 
from $60 to $80, for a pedicure 
to break even as a business, 
she said.

astasia. He said this national 
tragedy has an even more pro-
found impact at home. 

“It dawned on me that un-
like so many other people, 
Laura is not just one of those 
pictures on the news,” Tum-
mino said. “She is someone 
real to each of us here today. 
As someone that is real, we all 
have that desire to let people 
know that this is truly a sim-
mering struggle. But we can 
also let them know, as people 
of faith, that this is not the 
end.”

 Finamore is survived 
by her parents, Cynthia and 
Richard Finamore; her three 
brothers, Michael, Paul and 
Peter Finamore; and seven 
nieces and nephews. 

Peter Finamore recalled 
memories of his sister and her 
love and participation in the 
lives of her brothers’ children. 
Though she was dedicated to 
her career, he said, Laura Fi-
namore always made time for 
family, including having slee-
povers and making art with 
her nieces and nephews.

“For you young women 
and girls, you should always 
remember your aunt and 

honor her memory, aspiring 
to be strong like her,” Peter 
Finamore said. “And when 
you young men look inside, 
you should always appreci-
ate strong women and not be 
afraid of them, because your 
Aunt Laura was one of the 
strongest. Laura should be a 
role model for all of us.” 

The family asked that in 
lieu of flowers, donations be 
made to the St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital in 
Finamore’s name.

And on May 14, fam-
ily, friends and classmates 
of Midshipman Zemser, who 
was killed in the Amtrak 
crash, mourned the loss of the 
20-year-old at a funeral at the 
Boulevard Riverside Chapel 
in Hewitt.  The only child was 
on his way back home from the 
Naval Academy in Maryland. 

“I’ve done enough crying, 
but I can’t help but get choked 
up when I think about the 
loss,” said Victor Nazario, who 
coached Zemser on  the Beach 
Channel HS football team. 

Zemser was the captain of 
the team for his last two years 
in high school before graduat-
ing in 2013.

“It’s a rare to find young 
men with the skills he pos-
sessed. Leadership, honor-
able, determined and many 
other things,” Nazario said. “ 

He was a fantastic young man 
that will deeply missed.”

Nazario attended Zemser’s 
funeral and described his for-
mer student as a resolute play-
er who compensated for his 
small size by practicing all the 
time and “giving 110 percent,” 
Nazario said.

“Justin epitomized what it 
means to be a midshipman, a 
soldier,” Nazario said. 

The train carrying Fi-
namore and Zemser crashed 
traveling at least 100 mph in a 
bend of the tracks near Phila-
delphia where the speed limit 
is 50 mph. But investigators 
were still trying to find out 
why the train’s Forest Hills 
engineer allowed it to speed.

According to the National 
Transportation Safety Board, 
he slammed on the brakes right 
before the train derailed.

Bostian, who sustained a 
concussion and other injuries, 
does not remember anything 
about the crash, the NTSB 
said, but he has been cooper-
ating fully with the investiga-
tion and turned over his cell 
phone.

A broken windshield was 
found in the engine car, in-
dicating an object struck the 
glass.  Amtrak union officials 
are calling for two people to 
occupy the engine car.

Continued from Page 1 
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Giovanna Bonilla knew 
her job was to get Victoria 
Brown home from third base 
with no outs — in any way 
possible — to start the cel-
ebration for Archbishop Mol-
loy.

“It didn’t even matter if I 
was safe or anything as long 
as I got her in,” said the Arch-
bishop Molloy right fielder 
said. 

Bonilla did it the easy way 
by lining the second pitch she 
saw into left field for a walk-
off single in the bottom of 
the eighth inning. Her team-
mates piled on top of her near 
first base after beating rival 
St. Francis Prep 8-7 in Game 
3 of the CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens softball champion-
ship series May 19 at Pada-
van-Preller Complex. It is the 
Stanners first crown since 
2012 and fifth in the last eight 
years.

“It went from very stressed 
to excitement,” Bonilla said. 
“It’s like energy but crazy.”

The Stanners, who lost 5-3 
in the first game of the series 
a day earlier, took the second 
game 5-1 behind pitcher Alex-
andra Yule. The extra-inning 
Game 3 victory ended five 
hours of softball and a con-
test that saw four lead chang-
es and two ties. Molloy (19-5) 

took four of the six games 
between the two squads this 
year, including the tiebreaker 
for the regular-season title.  

“We’ve had a lot of battles 
over the years, but this has 
probably been the best bat-
tle,” Molloy coach Maureen 
Rosenbaum said.

Her team was in position 
to win, leading 7-5 going into 
the top of the seventh. St. 
Francis Prep (11-7), however, 
had a different idea, getting 
an RBI single from Rebec-
ca Colak and a second run 
scored on an error in center-
field to tie the score at 7-7. 

Those were the only runs 
Amanda Zeni, who was the 
losing pitcher in the first 
game of the series, gave up 
in her 3-2/3 innings of relief 
of Yule. The senior stranded 
nine runners during that 
time, getting out of a situa-
tion in which the bases were 
loaded with no outs in the top 
of the eight   

“Amanda is a tough kid,” 
Rosenbaum said. “She’s been 
solid and she didn’t get rattled 
since she was a freshman and 
I pulled her up to varsity.”

The back-and-forth con-
test started with St. Francis 
Prep jumping out 2-0 with 
help from a RBI single from 
Kelly Licul, who was 3-for-
3 with three RBI. SFP ace 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Anthony Mason was known 
for having his name cut into 
his hair. “Mase” and that im-
age now have a permanent 
place of prominence on the 
walls of the Springfield Gar-
dens gymnasium.

The school renamed the 
gym Mase Court after its fa-
mous alum and former NBA 
all-star at a ceremony May 14. 
A green-and-yellow banner 
with his silhouette, showing 
his signature haircut, hangs 
on the wall. An orange-and-
white plaque to commemorate 
the day and Mason’s New York 
Knicks jersey will also be 
hung. Mason, who helped lead 
Springfield Gardens to the 
1983 PSAL boys’ basketball 
city title, died at 48 after a mas-
sive heart attack in February.  

“My pops is not here but he 
is living forever,” said his son, 
former St. John’s hoops star 
Anthony Mason Jr. “Putting 
your name and face on things 
shows how wonderful a person 
he was.”

Many people turned out to 
honor Mason. His sons Antho-
ny and Antoine,as well as An-
toine’s mother, Latifa Whitlock, 
represented the family. Former 
Knicks John Starks, John Wal-
lace and Anthony Bonner were 
also on hand, along with Ma-
son’s high school coach Ken Fie-
dler and his son, former NFL 
quarterback Jay Fiedler. Cur-
rent Springfield Gardens stu-
dents, dressed in orange Mason 
shirts that were donated by the 
Knicks, filled the gym, along 
with the school’s PSAL Class 
A city championship boys’ bas-
ketball team. 

“He would have definitely 
been humbled,” said Antoine 
Mason, a senior at Auburn. 
“He would have been emotion-
al. He would have fought the 
tears away, but I know once we 
would have got in that car he 
would have bawled up because 
he knows how much work he 
put in.”

His sons thanked Ken Fie-
dler, who they call grandpa, for 
giving their dad a chance back 
in high school. Mason was the 
sixth man on the champion-
ship team. Fiedler described 
him as not the best player, but 
the one with the biggest will to 
succeed. 

“He had that heart,” Fie-
dler said. “If you told him to do 
25, he’s doing 26. If we are do-
ing push ups, 10 a set, he’s do-
ing 12. That was just his way. 
He was a great example.”

That is exactly what Mason 
became to this year’s Spring-
field Gardens boys’ basketball 
team.  The squad adopted his 
never-say-die spirit and blue-
collar mentality as it made 
its way through the playoffs 
before losing in the state Fed-
eration Class A semifinal. An-
thony Mason Jr. spoke to the 
players privately before the 
event. 

“We put him on our shoul-
der,” Springfield Gardens 
coach Angelo Buono said. “We 
got Anthony Mason T-shirts. 
We wore them and embraced 
his spirit and his style of play 
with heart.”

Mason put that on display 
every time he took the court 

and the hope is that by nam-
ing the gym after him, more 
young people will be inspired 
to connect to his story. 

He played 13 seasons in 
the NBA, including five for 
the Knicks, from 1991-96. He 
averaged 9.9 points and 7.7 re-
bounds during his years with 
New York, epitomizing the 
tough style of play associated 
with head coach Pat Riley. 
The colorful Mason won the 
league’s Sixth Man of the Year 
Award in 1995 and was an All-
Star with the Miami Heat in 
2001. Being from New York 
gave fans a special connection 
to him during his days with 
the Knicks.

“You felt like you were out 
there playing because he was 
from New York and the fans 
appreciated that,” Starks said. 

By having the gym named 
after him, Mason got the ulti-
mate show of gratitude from 
Springfield Gardens, which 
also retired his number back 
in 1994. This honor would have 
had an extra-special meaning 
for him.

“He would be thrilled,” Fie-
dler said. “He is looking down 
now and saying, ‘Me?’ Yea, 
bud. It’s for you.” Continued on Page 61

Friends and family of the late Knicks standout, Anthony Mason, cele-
brate the renaming of the Springfield Gardens High School gym in his 
honor.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Molloy players rush the field to celebrate their walk-off victory over St. 
Francis Prep in the championship game.  Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Mason’s legacy lives
Springfi eld Gardens names gym after late alum

Molloy bests SFP 
for diocesan crown
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BY DAVID RUSSELL

Bayside baseball coach Pat 
Torney initially did not know 
who or what he had in Daniel 
Alfonzo.

As a freshman, the third 
baseman told Torney that his 
father would be willing to help 
on the coaching staff. The coach 
thanked him, saying that he 
appreciated the offer, but had 
his staff set. Torney jokes that 
if he had known then that the 
father was former Mets second 
baseman Edgardo Alfonzo, 
there’s a better chance that he 
would have said yes.

However, just having Dan-
iel Alfonzo around has been 
more than good enough. 

He is now a sophomore 
tearing up the PSAL. The 
Commodores finished the reg-
ular season at 12-4 after a 14-2 
home thumping of Franklin K. 
Lane last week. Alfonzo went 
three-for-three in that game, 
with a home run, a double and 
five RBI. He’s now hitting over 
.479 with eight homers, as little 
improvements are paying big 
dividends. 

“He got into better shape 
physically, which was a plus,” 
Torney said. “I think his de-
fense has improved, too. He 
could always hit the ball. He’s 

been hitting the ball further 
and we’ve had things happen 
this year that have never hap-
pened before.” 

A new ground rule had to 
be put in after Alfonzo hit a 
ball in a non-league game that 
made it into the grandstand – 

more that 300 feet away – on 
one bounce and was ruled a 
home run.  

There hasn’t been a prob-
lem with Alfonzo getting ad-
vice from two different voices. 
His dad and his coach are very 
much on the same page.

“It’s just basically the 
same,” Daniel said. “My dad, 
he’s a little bit more advanced. 
But basically both have the 
same philosophy.”

Edgardo Alfonzo is not 
the stereotypical overbearing 
parent. He comes to Bayside 
games whenever he is in town 
and has been to at least half of 
them, according to Torney. 

Edgardo doesn’t add any 
extra pressure to his son or 
try to be too hands on. “He just 
observes and helps when he 
can, but never oversteps his 
bounds, so it’s a really good 
relationship for everyone in-
volved,” Torney said.

Daniel has been adept at 
making adjustments at the 
plate. He has improved his 
ability to hit the inside pitch, 
staying down on the ball and 
hitting more line drives. This 
has led him to a .609 on-base 
percentage and a slugging per-
centage of 1.208, with five dou-
bles, three triples, and 23 RBI 
in 17 games this season. His 

fielding has also improved. 
Since he has gotten in better 
shape, he has become more 
agile and is able to cover more 
ground.  

“Torney has been pushing 
me,” Daniel said. “My goals: 
run faster, more stamina. And 
he’s been helping me achieve 
those goals. He keeps remind-
ing me of the same thing my 
dad tells me. Stay in, see the 
ball, hit the ball, opposite field. 
My coach has been reminding 
me, and that’s good for me.”

Playing in Mike Piazza’s 
shadow, Edgardo Alfonzo hit 
.324 with 25 home runs in 2000, 
the last time the Mets won the 
National League pennant. He 
was also part of the celebrated 
“Greatest Infield Ever,” with 
Robin Ventura, Rey Ordonez 
and John Olerud, in 1999. This 
is a lot to try to live up too. 
Daniel Alfonzo has taken it all 
in stride. 

“He’s very easy to coach, 
unassuming, quietly confi-
dent, not full of himself in 
any way,” Torney said. “He’s a 
pleasure to work with.”

That is because Daniel 
Alfonzo isn’t trying to be his 
dad. 

“I just go out there and I do 
my job,” Daniel said. “I relax 
and have fun.”

Anthony Mason Jr. was pre-
pared for this and it shows.

While nothing could total-
ly prep the former St. John’s 
University men’s basketball 
star for losing his famous 
father, Anthony Mason, to a 
heart attack at 48 in February, 
big Mase did get his son ready 
to pick up his mantel and con-
tinue his legacy when the time 
arrived by treating him like a 
man – even as a teenager.

“It helped me achieve that 
balance to be able to step into 
this place and be able to stand 
strong for my family and stand 
strong for my pops,” Mason Jr. 
said.

Events like the May 14 
dedication of the Springfield 

Gardens gymnasium that 
bears his father’s name don’t 
really help with his healing 
process. They may temporar-
ily ease the pain, but a piece 
of Mason Jr. will always be 
gone. Instead, those events 
remind Mason Jr. of the work 
ahead and the lives still being 
touched through his dad’s sto-
ry of perseverance. 

“This is long-lasting be-
cause it’s my father,” Mason 
Jr. said. “I carry his name. I 
carry his looks. I can look in 
the mirror every day and see 
him. The healing in my situa-
tion doesn’t stop. It’s a sooth-
ing feeling.”

He has shown how posi-
tive a force he can be as he has 
made his transition from ball 
player to businessman. Ma-
son Jr. spoke with the current 
Springfield Gardens boys’ 
basketball team prior to the 
gym’s dedication and grabbed 
their attention with a simple 
message.

He told them: Do your best 
in everything from sports to 

school to family life. Your ac-
tions now affect your legacy 
and the one you leave for your 
kids. Also, never be satisfied 
with what you have. You can 
always do more.

“They were all ears,” 
Springfield Gardens boys’ bas-
ketball coach Angelo Buono 
said. “He related very well to 

them. He spoke the truth and 
spoke it straight, and the kids 
really responded to that.”

What’s next for Mason Jr. 
is continuing to be the face of 
his family and anything done 
in his dad’s memory. A schol-
arship fund is in the works. 
The charismatic 28-year-old 
appears more than ready for 

his new role. The star player 
on Norm Roberts’ St. John’s 
teams in the late 2000’s, Ma-
son Jr. is no stranger to the 
spotlight. 

That composure showed 
when Mason Jr. consoled his 
younger brother Antoine, 
who began breaking down 
as he addressed the Spring-
field Gardens crowd. He also 
signed every autograph and 
took every selfie asked for af-
ter the ceremony.

“He’s not that much older 
than us,” Springfield Gardens 
junior guard Joel Boyce said. 
“He can relate to a lot of stuff. 
He tells me stuff about school 
and how to be a better student-
athlete.”

Mason Jr. was just heed-
ing some of the advice he gave 
the basketball players. People 
gravitate to athletes, looking 
to them to lead by example, 
so set the right one. Mason 
Jr. learned that lesson, and 
the generosity that inspired 
it came from his dad. Others 
will learn it from him now. 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Anthony Mason Jr. speaks to the Springfield Gardens boys' basket-
ball team after the school's gym is dedicated to his late father.  

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Bayside's Danny Alfonso gets ready for a throw to first base.  
Photo by Stephen Schnibbe

Young Mase ready to carry on his family legacy

Son of ex-Met Alfonzo thrives at Bayside
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Monica Zhivanaj gave a run 
back in the bottom of the in-
ning, thanks to an RBI single 
by Brown. 

Zhivanaj, who was making 
her first start in four weeks 
because of a virus, saw Mol-
loy score twice in the fourth 
and grab a 3-2 lead on a Nicole 
DeMaria single. The advan-
tage was short-lived. Licul 
smacked a two-run homer 
down the left field line to put 
the Terriers back up 4-3 in the 
top of the fifth. A single by 
Brianna Baglino chased Yule 
from game. 

Baglino was eventually 
lifted from the contest af-
ter she was hit by an errant 
throw from Yule warming up 
at short. She did ask Baglino, 
who had two hits in the game, 
to move further from first 
base, but one got away. The 
junior would have been up in 
two key situations in the later 
innings.

“That really hurt us,” Li-
cul said. “She’s strong at the 
plate. She’s been hitting well. 
She’s strong defensively. She’s 
smart. That could have made 
the difference.”

Molloy regained the lead 
at 6-5 with a three-run fifth, 
highlighted by a two-run Jes-
sica Hickey double. Jamie 
Durso also drove in a run and 
Ally Klessin added a sac fly in 
the sixth to make it 7-5. 

The Stanners needed extra 
innings to close out the win 
and finally earn its 10 seniors 
a diocesan crown. Molloy ad-
vances to face Archdiocesan 
winner St. Joseph by the Sea 
in the CHSAA state semifinals 
2 p.m. May 26 at Kellenberg.

“Yesterday made us stron-
ger,” Zeni said. “We were 
meant to be champions be-
cause we worked hard this en-
tire year.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

St. John’s couldn’t add the 
program’s first softball NCAA 
tournament win to its historic 
season. 

The weekend wasn’t con-
sidered a failure, however, as 
the Red Storm more than held 
its own against some of the 
best programs in the country. 
In the regionals played in Tuc-
son, Ariz., last weekend, they 
fell 4-2 to host No. 16 Arizona 
in the opener and saw New 
Mexico State pull away for a 
9-6 victory, Arizona. It ended a 
year that saw SJU win its first 
ever Big East title. 

“Of course we would like 
to win, but we are happy with 
how we competed,” senior 
catcher Erin Burner said. “We 
showed them that we do be-
long here and that we will be 
here again.”

St. John’s (28-19) played 
flawless defense against Ari-
zona, but saw one of the na-
tion’s best lineups blast three 
home runs in the game. The 
Red Storm led New Mexico 
State 2-0 in the first inning, 
thanks to a two-run single by 
Yvonne Rericha. A solo homer 
by senior Erin Burner tied the 
score at 3-3 in the third and 
Hannah Anderson’s fourth in-
ning RBI triple gave SJU a 4-3 
advantage.

New Mexico pulled away 
from there, with four un-
earned runs in the fifth and 
two more runs in the bottom 
of the sixth. Red Storm senior 
MacKenna Neuroth launched 
a two-out, two-run homer in 
the seventh to cap the scoring.

“Our kids came out and 
played like they have been 
there before,” St. John’s coach 
Amy Kvilhaug said. 

While the Red Storm didn’t 
add to its team accolades, 

Burner added a few pieces of 
history to her career. The Big 
East Player of the Year’s home 
run against New Mexico State 
was the 43rd of career and 
pushed her past Kacee Cox 
(2008-12) as the program’s all-
time leader. It was also her 
49th RBI of the year, a pro-
gram record as well. Burner 
is already St. John’s all-time 
leader in batting average. 

None of this surprises Kvil-
haug.

“I’ve seen this kind of po-

tential in her from the minute 
I started watching her as a 
high school junior or senior,” 
she said. 

A taste of the next level of 
success already has St. John’s 
returning players thinking 
about repeating as Big East 
champions and trying to add 
an NCAA tournament victory 
to their resume next season. 
SJU loses four seniors, but 
returns four freshmen that 
gained invaluable experience.

“We were talking about it 

even before we left the field,” 
Burner said. “Just saying how 
next year is going to be bet-
ter.”

But this season was not too 
shabby either, and none of it 
can be taken away from the 
seniors who were a major part 
of St. John’s gradual climb to a 
Big East championship. 

“We are so proud of the 
team and everything we’ve 
done this year,” Burner said. 
“It’s awesome to end our four 
years here doing that.”

Continued from Page 59 

Molloy

In the final game of her college career, St. John's Erin Burner set the school record for home runs, RBI and 
walks.  Photo courtesy of St. John's Athletics

Red Storm closes out NCAA bid 
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REGISTER NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2015!

Learning & Fun All Rolled Into One!

The Crayon Box Preschool believes in giving children a foundation 
of education they can take with them throughout their student years.

Great Teacher/Student Ratios Full Size Indoor Gym  
Outdoor Playground Flexible Schedule for Working Families

CALL MS. VIRGINIA @ 718-888-9341 
OR STOP BY 44-10 192ND STREET, FLUSHING

Visit our website for pricing and pictures
www.crayonboxpreschool.com

Look for us on Facebook: crayonboxpreschool

VOTED
THE BEST

PRE-SCHOOL
IN

QUEENS

LIMITED SPACE 
AVAILABLE

Professional Academic 
Curriculum

Serving Ages 
2.9 to 5 Years Old
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SAVE
UP TO AN ADDITIONAL

$200
On Posturepedic Hybrid.

See store for details.

The perfect combination of cool, 
conforming comfort with the 

deep-down coil support 
of a Sealy Posturepedic.

• Memory Foam with Gel layer
• Tri-Zoned Support Core
• Individually wrapped coils
• Air Flow Memory Foam

• Breathable fabric cover
• Gel infused memory foam
• Invigorate® engineered latex
• High density support foam

Layers of gel memory foam & quality latex provide more cooling
comfort and contouring support than other mattresses of its kind!

12" Gel Infused  

ALL
NEW!

Memory foam, gel and an individually wrapped coil innerspring 
provide cool, conforming comfort, with a more luxurious feel

12" Koolgel Hybrid  
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Your Choice
1/2 OFF

$999
QUEEN SET

List $1999

More gel. More coils. More innovative than ever. With Dual Effects® gel 
memory foam for cooler comfort, and upgraded coils for more support.

Featuring EverFeel™ Technology and an enhanced layer of Cool Action™

Dual Effects® Gel Memory Foam for a deep, plush supportive comfort .  

SAVE
UP TO 

$1,000
on Serta adjustable bases.

See store for details.

SAVE AN ADDITIONAL $300 ON ISERIES & ICOMFORTUP
TO



*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally
by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the min. payment that would be
required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Min. Interest Charge is $2. Existing
cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. 

SAVE $300
on TEMPUR-Breeze mattresses

PLUS
$300

Gift Card
Tempur-Pedic Visa prepaid card on Tempur-Pedic 
adjustable base purchased with a TEMPUR-Breeze 

mattress.See store for details.

UP 
TO

UP 
TO

Our Best Tempur-Pedic Deal Ever!

Premium Quality 
Down Pillows

Ultra-Smooth, 
Breathable Sheets

Plush Down-Alternative, 
Hypoallergenic Comforters

Cozy All Season Blankets

BUYONE PILLOW
GETONE FREE!

Whether you’re a stomach, back
or side sleeper, the perfect pillow
will keep your neck and shoulders
supported and your spine in line
for a better night’s sleep.

Newport Platform Bed • SALE $19999 Caroline Daybed • SALE $29999 Riva Platform Bed • SALE $39999

QUEEN

Every Bedframe, Daybed & Platform Bed On Sale Now! 

QUEEN

Plus 2 FREE
Tempur-Pedic Pillows!

($200 VALUE)
With any Tempur-Pedic mattress purchase.

Interest for 72Months*
ON ANY Tempur-Pedic purchase of $1,999 or more made with your Sleepy’s credit card between 5/22/15 &

5/25/15. Equal monthly payments required for 72 months.

DOORBUSTER
SATURDAY10AM-4PM

On all bedgear back, stomach & side Aspire pillows.

50%OFFUP 
TO


