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BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City will get na-
tional exposure as it hosts NBC’s 
two-hour national broadcast of 
the 39th Annual Macy’s 4th of 
July Fireworks. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced Wednesday that the na-
tion’s largest Independence Day 
pyrotechnic display would return 
to the East River for the second 
straight year. 

“Last year, we brought Macy’s 
incredible fireworks back to the 
East River – and this year, with 
barges up and down the river, 
even more New Yorkers will be 
able to take part,” de Blasio said. 
“This celebration will light up the 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Dozens of Whitestone 
residents rallied against 
overdevelopment in their 
neighborhood Sunday, fol-
lowing the sale of a trash-
ridden waterfront property 
to a major New York devel-

oper. 
Edgestone Group, a real 

estate and development 
firm, recently bought the 
18-acre waterfront prop-
erty located on 151-45 6th 
Road. The city has permit-
ted the firm to build only 52 
single-family homes on the 

property, including park 
space that is open to resi-
dents and the public.  

Rumors of an unap-
proved plan to build a 
200-residential-unit build-
ing had set the rally in mo-
tion. The We Love Whites-
tone group, elected officials 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Several years ago  City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) got a phone call from 
Fausta Ippolito, a Long Island 
City mother of two children. She 
had been traveling to the Asto-
ria Queens Library branch be-
cause her neighborhood lacked 
a library, and wanted to find out 
how to get a library built in Long 
Island City.

“I told her get signatures, she 
asked how many? I just said 1,000 
and she said OK,” Van Bramer 
said at the groundbreaking cer-
emony held for the Hunters Point 
Library branch site Saturday. 
“She got the signatures and she 
didn’t stop there.”

BY TOM MOMBERG

A new study released by Airbnb, the website 
that allows people to rent out their homes and 
other lodgings, found that roughly 42,000 people 
stayed in Queens in 2014 using listings they found 

Airbnb generates $30 million
for Queens economy: Report

Whitestone residents and support 
groups rally  to make sure the owners of 
a controversial lot at 151th Street and 6th 
Road do not build additional homes.   

Hunters Pt.
begins work 
on library

Macy’s fi reworks back in LIC

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 9 Continued on Page 9

Whitestone fi ghts housing site

NBC to showcase 
July 4th event  

from waterfront

In Maspeth, the rule is you cannot ever have too many flags. Old Glory stretches end to end along the Grand 
Avenue overpass on the route of the big Memorial Day parade. Photo by Michael Shain

OLD GLORY



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
M

AY
 2

4,
 2

01
5

2

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

A group of Ridgewood 
residents is collecting sto-
ries of people being evicted 
in the area for a series of 
documentaries aimed at 
galvanizing the neighbor-
hood’s tenants who are be-
ginning to be priced out of 
the community as real es-
tate prices increase. 

“The overall goal is to 
try and keep Ridgewood liv-
able and affordable. But I’m 
seeing that chipped away 
everyday,” said Raquel Na-
muche, who is putting to-
gether the videos. 

“Ridgewood is changing 
very rapidly. And it’s hap-
pening at the cost of middle 
class residents.”

Namuche and several 
other residents created the 
Ridgewood Tenants Union 
last year to combat what 
they saw as predatory de-
velopers bullying tenants in 
rent-stabilized apartments 
into moving out of the area 
to make room for people 
who are willing to pay more 
money for apartments. 

Standing on the border 
with Brooklyn, Ridgewood 
has been experiencing a 
wave of mostly younger 
people leaving Bushwick’s 
rising rental properties for 
the comparatively cheap 

rates just over the border in 
Queens. 

The changes in demo-
graphics from working class 
families to largely single, 
more affluent residents has 
had positive impacts as well 
as negative one. 

Gottscheer Hall’s man-

agement credits a new 
crowd with helping the tav-
ern and German beer hall 
finally turn a profit after 
losing money for more than 
a decade. 

But for longstanding res-
idents the increased afflu-
ence and influx means ten-
ants will have to pay more, 
according to reported rent 
prices, according to the El-
liman Report put out by the 
real estate company Doug-
las Elliman, over the past 

several years. 
“Ridgewood is the next 

big thing and the new own-
ers are treating tenants 
like they don’t matter,” Na-
muche said. 

The series that she and 
several others from the 
Ridgewood Tenants Union 
are creating focuses on 
seven rent-controlled ten-
ants who are being bullied 
by building owners in an 
attempt to get them to leave. 
And they are now in the fi-
nal stage of putting the vid-
eos together. 

Namuche first came up 
with the idea while she was 
handing out fliers in Ridge-
wood’s apartment buildings 
with information about the 
rights tenants have. As peo-
ple opened up to her, they 
talked about the ways apart-
ment owners and developers 
try to push them out.

These bullying methods, 
according to Namuche, in-
clude actions like not fixing 
lights in dark hallways, re-
stricting heat in the winter 
and refusing to fix boilers 
that provide hot water. 

“They’re being treated 
like garbage,” Namuche 
said. “This is really impor-
tant to me. It’s stressful for 
me to watch people get evict-
ed even though they’re rent 
stabilized.” 

The RIdgewood Tenants Union is creating a series of documentaries recording the downside to gen-
trification. 

Ridgewood tenant union
documents  gentrifi cation

Ridgewood is 
changing very 
rapidly. And it’s 

happening at the 
cost of middle 

class residents.
Raquel Namuche
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SJU’s cardinals 
fl y away 
at 145th 

graduation 

Look who's glad she is graduating. Photos by Michael ShainCamera-wielding family members crowd the fence for a picture of their graduates.

The graduating class of St. John's University numbers more than 2,000 students this year. 

More than 60 percent of the graduating class are women, while 20 
 percent are students from foreign countries.   

TV screens projected pictures of 
the grads to spectators on the  
Great Lawn.

Before their names are called, students are handed 
a prop diploma for the walk across the stage. The real 
thing comes in the mail in a few weeks. 

College of Business grad Anson Chan wore a 
necklace made of folded dollar bills, a gift from 
his parents. 
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

Market Specials & Menu Online:
www.Jordanslobster.com

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED
  11/4 lb. 3/$39

BY BILL PARRY

Queens residents will 
no longer have to travel 
to another borough for 
sexual and reproductive 
health services when a new 
Planned Parenthood clinic 
opens in Long Island City 
next month.

 Elected officials joined 
administrators and sup-
porters of Planned Parent-
hood of New York City for 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
Monday at the new state-of-
the-art facility, at 21-41 45th 
Rd. in Court Square, just 
steps from the No. 7 subway 
station.

The 14,000-square-foot 
patient-centered facility is 
named the Diane L. Max 
Health Center in honor of 
the organization’s chair-
woman. 

“This new center is a 
very big step for us. It puts 
Planned Parenthood in ev-
ery borough and keeps New 
York City at the forefront of 
reproductive health care,” 

Max said. “The Queens cen-
ter helps ensure that all New 
Yorkers, no matter where 
they live, can access the re-
productive health care they 
need.”

Planned Parenthood an-
ticipates that the Queens fa-

cility will provide services 
to 17,500 clients each year 
once it is fully operational, 
including birth control, gy-
necological care, pregnancy 
tests, testing for sexually 
transmitted infections and 
abortion services. The cen-

ter will employ 30 staffers 
and interpretation services 
to ensure that everyone can 
access the care they need, 
according to officials.

“We’re thrilled to be 
opening the doors of this 
beautiful new health center 

to the Queens community,” 
Planned Parenthood Presi-
dent and CEO Joan Malin 
said. “Queens represents the 
future of this city, and we’re 
so excited to be part of this 
remarkable borough. Come 
June, Queens residents will 

have increased access to 
high-quality, confidential 
sexual and reproductive 
health care services they 
need, regardless of their 
income or immigration sta-
tus.”

Malin added that 
Planned Parenthood is ex-
panding access to services 
at a time when “reproduc-
tive rights are under siege” 
across the country. “Aston-
ishing” was the word U.S. 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
Astoria) used to describe 
the opposition in Congress.

“While other areas of 
the country are hurting 
women’s health by attack-
ing Planned Parenthood, 
here in New York we rec-
ognize their crucial contri-
butions and welcome them 
with open arms,” Maloney 
said. “We are unique. There 
are many places in this 
country where you have to 
get on a Greyhound bus to 
get the services you’ll get 
here.”

Elected officials join Planned Parenthood administrators for a ribbon-cutting ceremony at their new LIC clinic. Photo by Bill Parry

Planned Parenthood to open in LIC
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10%
off

THURSDAY, MAY 28TH THRU SUNDAY, MAY 31ST

THURSDAY, MAY 28TH THRU SUNDAY, MAY 31ST

Valued at 

TOP 10
NATIONAL BRAND

 

Prices valid May 28TH thru May 31ST, 2015

4 DAYS

60%
off

3

75%
off

3

Twin

Final

Full

Final

Queen

Final

King

Final

$3999-$9999

7-pc. queen 
comforter set 

off40%
off

3

AFTER 10% SAVINGS

60%
OFF

�See below for details. While quantities last. Offer valid 6/5 and 6/6/15 only. Sears Hometown and Outlet will 
donate 100% of customer donations to Make-A-Wish. For more information about Make-A-Wish visit wish.org.

extra

EXTRA 10% OFF OFFER: �

– Formerly SEARS HARDWARE–

NOW

A Large Assortment of Appliances

CONTEST ENTRY FORM
Name................................................................................

Email.................................................................................

Phone...............................................................................
Winner will be notified by email or phone

Monday - Saturday 9:00 am to 9:00 pm |  Sunday 10:00 am to 7:00 pm
718-776-8156

Queens Village, New York 11427
22005 Hillside Avenue
Queens Village
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

The abandoned railroad 
tracks in southern Queens 
may not be the High Line 
style park that advocates 
envision, but you can still 
get the “QueensWay Sand-
wich.”

Advocates met at Ben’s 
Best, a Jewish deli in Rego 
Park, to unveil a new sand-
wich made by the store’s 
owner. With layers of pas-
trami and salami packed 
high on rye bread, the sand-
wich is sure to bust any 
pants line, but advocates 
and store owner Jay Parker 
are hoping it will also stir 
the borough’s appetite to 
transform a 3.5 mile-long 
abandoned train track 
known as the Rockaway 
line into a park. 

“What we’re talking 
about is a vision,” said Marc 
Mastil, director of the advo-
cacy organization Friends 
of QueensWay. “Our goal 
is to publicize the amazing 
businesses in the borough 
and connect more than 100 
ethnic groups.”

The sandwich – which 
also has mustard and cole-
slaw in it – will be available 
to the public soon for $18.95. 
And a high sandwich price 
isn’t the only thing that will 
come with QueensWay. 

Along with the added 
greenery that a railroad 
park would contribute, ad-
vocates also say that prop-
erty value near the tracks 
will increase. 

Advocates also released 

a QueensWay Eats guide 
that features 31 restaurants  
along the 3.5 mile track that 
runs from Richmond Hills 
in the south up to Rego Park 
in the north.  

“Queens needs some-
thing like this,” Mastil 
said. “We’ve got here a lot of 
immigrant, working-class 
people and families that 
need open space and parks. 
It’s shameful.” 

The guide is meant to re-
flect the various neighbor-
hoods that the abandoned 
railroad cuts through. The 
southern part features 
Guyanese and Trinidadian 
restaurants with Central 
and Eastern European 
restaurants sprinkled in 
the middle section around 
Woodhaven. 

“We need to retain our 
identity,” said Loycent Gor-
don, the owner of Neir’s, a 
bar steak house in Wood-
haven that is featured in the 
guide and whose menu also 
includes an $18.95 signature 
meal. 

“It’s one of the last places 
in New York City that harks 
back to what New York City 
really was.” 

As business owners un-
veiled their $18.95 meals, a 
man advocating for trans-
forming the abandoned 
line into rail service to the 
Rockaways stood outside. 
Phillip McManus argued 
that instead of spending the 
millions to make the rail-
road into a park, it should 
be restored as a transporta-
tion option. 

BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) and the city De-
partment of Transporta-
tion announced the instal-
lation of new LED lights 
and lampposts between 
90th and 111th Streets 
on Roosevelt Avenue as 
part of her New Deal for 
Roosevelt Avenue. 

Standing with students 
and families from the PS 
307 Pioneer Academy in 
front of Alfano Replace-
ment Plumbing Parts at 
104-74 Roosevelt Ave., Fer-
reras said the $500,000 
project would increase 
visibility on the avenue, 
which sits below the 7 
train. 

“As a young woman 
growing up in this neigh-
borhood, oftentimes 
Roosevelt Avenue is very 
dark , it’s very bleak, it sets 
a shadow and it’s not nec-
essarily a place where you 
want to walk when you’re 
coming home,” Ferreras 
said. “I believe that these 
new LED lights that have 
been tested throughout the 
city will provide the ade-
quate lighting that we need 
for Roosevelt.”

The area covered by the 
project has a senior cen-
ter and four elementary 
schools, including the Pio-
neer Academy and PS 19. 

The new 78- and 91-watt 
LED fixtures will replace 
the 100- and 150-watt high-

pressure sodium lights, 
leading to a better color 
rendering.

The project is part of 
Ferreras’ New Deal for 
Roosevelt Avenue, which 
she introduced in her first 
term. The New Deal’s goals 
include creating a better 
business environment, in-
creasing sanitation servic-
es and upgrading lights. 

It is also part of Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s OneNYC 
Initiative, which seeks to 
reduce the city’s carbon 
footprint by more than 30 
percent by 2030.

The city plans to replace 
all streetlights with LED 
lights by the end of 2017. 

Earlier this month, Fer-
reras announced that in-
stalling new lights between 

82nd and 90th streets was 
a winning project during 
her participatory budget-
ing process. In the future, 
Ferreras will tackle the 
area from 111th Street to 
Citi Field. 

“Thanks to the council 
member’s support, the new 
LED lights and poles that 
DOT is currently install-
ing on Roosevelt Avenue 
help build on Vision Zero’s 
safety goals,” DOT Queens 
Borough Commissioner Ni-
cole Garcia said in a state-
ment. “The improved light-
ing enhances visibility for 
all, boosts the look of the 
streetscape and saves on 
energy costs.”

The 82nd Street Part-
nership conducted a study 
toward the end of last year 

that highlighted areas in 
need of lighting, said Leslie 
Ramos, the partnership’s 
executive director. 

“In terms of the busi-
nesses having a brighter 
area, it means they can 
probably have longer 
hours, it means that their 
clients are going to feel 
safer, they’re going to feel 
comfortable coming,” Ra-
mos said. That could lead 
to “economic growth and 
opportunities” for those 
businesses, she added. 

Maria Caraballo, PS 
307’s community coordi-
nator, said the new lights 
would help boost the com-
munity’s growth that con-
sists of businesses and 
schools, traffic and the lo-
cal sports arenas. 

City Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras poses with students and families from PS 307.  
Photo by Madina Toure

QueensWay advocates
create a food guideNew lights in Corona

LED lampposts coming to Roosevelt Avenue 
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

New road safety measures 
are being implemented on 147th 
Avenue between two segments of 
Brookville Park’s game fields and 
at other intersections in the vicin-
ity, the borough president’s office 
announced last week. 

In the first week of May, the 
city Department of Transporta-
tion installed new pedestrian 
crossing-signal, crosswalk and 
lane markings on 147th Avenue 
between the game fields used by 
the Rosedale Little League on 
both the north and south sides of 
the road. The straight stretch of 
the avenue is often the site of ve-
hicles traveling above the speed 
limit, especially with over 1,500 
feet between the traffic signal 
at Brookville Boulevard and the 
one at 230th Place.

“There was a clear need to 
take action for the kids, seniors 
and families of Rosedale here in 
Brookville Park,” Borough Presi-

dent Melinda Katz said. She was 
joined at the event by elected of-
ficials, 105th Precinct Capt. Neteis 

Gilbert, parents and players from 
the Rosedale Little League, elect-
ed officials, and representatives 

from the Rosedale Civic Asso-
ciation, the DOTand Community 
Board 13. 

For years, parents, elected of-
ficials and community members 
had made several requests for 
safety measures on 147th Avenue. 
Those requests had been continu-
ously denied by DOT since 2010.  

“The new safety treatments are 
a winning result from the city’s Vi-
sion Zero playbook, where DOT is 
committed to collaborating more 
closely with local stakeholders to 
redesign neighborhood streets so 
they are safer for residents of all 
ages,” DOT Queens Commission-
er Nicole Garcia said.  

In addition to the new pedes-
trian crossing signal and lane 
markings on 147th Avenue, DOT 
also completed multiple studies 
this year on Brookville Boule-
vard, which fronts the east side 
of Brookville Park between 142nd 
and 147th Avenues. As a result, 

three new signals have been ap-
proved on Brookville Boulevard at 

143rd, 144th and Newhall Avenues, 
and are expected to be installed by 
the end of June.

The push for new safety mea-
sures came after Rosedale Little 
League player Alec McFarlane, 7, 
was struck and injured by a speed-
ing vehicle in 2013. McFarlane 
did not sustain serious injuries, 
but his mother, Janet Grant, ap-
proached Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) to help 
implement new safety measures. 
McFarlane is still a player with 
the Rosedale Little League.  

“After 7-year-old Alec McFar-
lane was struck by a car between 
the baseball fields, my office im-
mediately reached out to the com-
munity,” said Richards. “This 
year, as I helped open Rosedale 
Little League’s 2015 season, I 
was able to share with pride that 
the community’s hard work had 
come to fruition – our youth and 
seniors would no longer have to 
fear for their safety as they cross 
the street.”

Before the city installed pedestraian safety measures this month, the 147th 
Avenue crossing in Brookville Park had been dangerous for families in the park.  

Google Earth

Safer streets coming to Brookville
New traffi c safety measures installed after DOT turned deaf ears to requests for years
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

BY TOM MOMBERG

The Federal Aviation 
Administration recently 
announced it will conduct 
a new survey of airplane 
noise in neighborhoods 
around the country’s larg-
est airports to determine 
whether new standards are 
needed.

But Queens community 
organizations that were 
established to mitigate 
community concerns over 
airplane noise around La-
Guardia and John F. Ken-
nedy and airports said the 
study is a waste of time and 
money.

Though it is a decades-
old issue, increased airplane 
traffic and the establish-
ment of new flight patterns 
at New York airports have 
produced an increasing 
number of concerns from 
borough residents, despite 
technological advances that 
have made newer air crafts 
quieter.

The FAA plans to sur-
vey about 12,000 residents 
in neighborhoods around 
20 unidentified airports by 
phone and by mail, not by 
measuring noise. 

The survey questions 
will be based on recom-
mendations from the Inter-
national Commission on 
Biological Effects of Noise, 
according to the FAA, which 
plans to conclude the sur-
vey and come up with new 
recommendations for noise 
monitoring by 2016.

Queens Quiet Skies Pres-
ident Janet McEneaney said 
the question is not a matter 
of whether or not and where 
people can or cannot toler-
ate current levels of noise; 
it is a question of how to 
actually measure the levels 
of noise pollution from the 
ground.

She said it is likely that 
Congress will pressure the 
FAA to change the measure-
ment standard this year re-
gardless, due to an increase 

in national collaboration 
between communities advo-
cating to lower the standard 
maximum noise threshold, 
in which case the study 
would be unnecessary. 
Aircraft noise is currently 
measured using Day-Night 
Average Sound Level or 
DNL, which stemmed from 
a similar social survey of 
transportation noise con-
ducted in the 1970s. The 
DNL measurement system 
averages noise levels across 
365 days a year, weighting 
nighttime levels heavier 
than daytime. 

“That was the result of 
a consortium of agencies 
and scientists to measure 
the compatibility between 
airports and zoning stan-
dards,” McEneaney said. 
“The current monitoring 
practices don’t address how 
we actually experience air-
plane noise. It was intended 
to do something very differ-
ent.”

The FAA established in 
1981 a DNL of 65 decibels 
as the level at which federal 
funding would be available 
for noise mitigation strate-
gies. It has gone unchanged 
ever since, though most 
countries that use DNL 
have a maximum standard 
of 55 decibels.

“This research will pro-
vide data for the develop-
ment of a new dose-response 
curve (a graphic representa-

tion of the relationship be-
tween an exposure and an 
impact, in this case Percent 
Highly Annoyed and DNL),” 
a New York FAA spokes-
man said. “Once we create 
the new curve, we will de-
termine whether a thresh-
old other than 65 should be 
used.”

But Queens advocacy 
groups have said DNL is 
outdated and doesn’t take 
into account highs and lows 
in various neighborhoods, 
like the nearly 90-decibel 
levels often recorded in 
Bayside by the LaGuardia 
Airport Remote Monitoring 
System.

Eastern Queens Alliance 
Environmental Specialist 
Tamara Mitchell said DNL 
as the FAA’s and Port Au-
thority’s main assessment 
tool represents an institu-
tional detachment between 
local and federal perspec-
tives.

“It is now almost of 
quarter of century since 
the issue has been federally 
addressed and community 
residents are advocating 
for the review of noise stan-
dards, an assessment of the 
health implications of ex-
posure to aircraft noise, as 
well as greater transparen-
cy and communications be-
tween airport authorities, 
the FAA and their impacted 
communities,” Mitchell 
said.

The Federal Aviation Administration plans to conduct a survey to 
consider changing the ways it measures aircraft noise. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Feds to study noise
FAA re-evaluates effect of aviation sound on communities

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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and community members 
stood in front of the prop-
erty entrance with picket 
signs, chanting “Stick to 
the plan, no deal.”

“This is approved for 52 
homes. Edgestone shows up 
and basically says we are 
going to build 200 units and 
shove it down your throats. 
That’s not going to hap-
pen,” said Alfredo Centola, 
president of We Love Whit-
estone, a civic association. 
“This is a residential com-
munity and we are the ones 
that will have to deal with 
the traffic and noise.”  

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside), state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) and state Assembly-
man Edward Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) said that resi-
dents did not have much to 
worry about, because they 
were ready to give their 

support if the developers 
changed their minds. 

“We have been here be-
fore, stopped a high school. 
There is a plan and I am the 
council member for the of-
fice that would give approv-
al,” Vallone said. “If they 
want to go do anything else, 
then they will have to start 
over. Whoever comes to 
this site and deviates from 
the plan faces this commu-
nity.”

Activist, attorney and 
urban planner Paul Gra-
ziano said it would be diffi-
cult for the new developers 
to change any aspects of the 
site’s development, since 
the city has only approved 
it for 52 homes. Anything 
more or less would have to 
go through the whole city 
approval system again, he 
said. 

The architect for the 
site, Joseph Sultana, stood 
in the crowd and yelled 
back that the rumors were 
not true. 

Continued from Page 1 

Rally
on the site, generating 
about $30 million of eco-
nomic activity in the bor-
ough.

The report, which was 
conducted by Manhattan-
based HR&A Advisors, 
estimated Airbnb rentals 
to have generated about 
$1.15 billion in the city, but 
much of it was generated 
through illegal use.

Airbnb has been under 
much scrutiny by state 
lawmakers and Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man, whose office released 
its own report on Airbnb 
listings in the city last fall. 
That report concluded that 
as many as 72 percent of 
listings over the past sev-
eral years violated state 
law.

Current state laws pre-
vent people from sharing 
their homes if they are not 
present. And it is illegal to 
share an apartment if it is 
rent-regulated, even if the 
lessee or building owner 
are present.

Airbnb does post a dis-

claimer for individuals 
listing their homes on the 
website, which describes 
New York’s multiple dwell-
ing law, as well as laws re-
garding applicable taxes, 
rent regulation, city zon-
ing codes and business li-
censing. 

But the AG’s report, 
which gathered informa-
tion from a subpoena in 

May 2014, found the site 
was being used illegally to 
a large degree.

Though less than 3 
percent of airbnb reserva-
tions are in Queens, Airb-
nb touted the benefit of 
starting to bring tourists 
outside of traditional hotel 
districts to spend money in 
the city’s neighborhoods. 

The state attorney gen-

eral’s office could not be 
reached for comment on 
the new report. 

The Airbnb report also 
claims that 90 percent of 
the city’s hosts share their 
primary residences, while 
72 percent of them use the 
extra income to help pay 
bills.

Flushing resident Lin-
da Landivar uses the site 
to host visitors at her home 
for just those reasons. She 
advocated on behalf of the 
rental website alongside 
several other New York 
City-based Airbnb hosts in 
Albany last week to influ-
ence lawmakers to change 
laws to work for residen-
tial users while collabo-
rating on tougher laws re-
stricting unlicensed hotel 
operators.

“Although hosting 
guests from around the 
world is something we love 
to do, there is another ben-
efit Airbnb has provided 
— and that’s economic se-
curity for my family,” said 
Landivar, who along with 
her husband is a freelance 
artist with a less stable 
source of income. 

Continued from Page 1 

Airbnb

For more hyper-local Queens news, 
visit TimesLedger.com.

Flushing resident Linda Landivar speaks about her positive ex-
periences with Airbnb on the steps in the State Capitol Building 
in Albany.  Photo courtesy of Airbnb
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Ippolito fought two bat-
tles: one, the 15-year-long 
battle to get funding for a 
Queens library branch at 
Hunters Point and the sec-
ond, a  battle with cancer. 
She won the first battle but 
not the second, dying at the 
age of 46 in 2011. Her hus-
band, Dr. Angelo Ippolito; 
her daughter, Daria; and 
her son, Gaetano, joined 
last week’s groundbreak-
ing in the spirit of their 
mother’s perserverance.

“She was determined 
and truly had a selfless 
spirit,” said Angelo, a chi-
ropractor in Long Island 
City. “The most coinciden-
tal moment was when she 
was undergoing treatment 
at NYU Langone. From her 
window, she could see the 
site of the library. It was re-
markable.” 

The library site is right 
next to Gantry Plaza Park 
on Center Boulevard and 
47th Road in Long Island 
City, overlooking the Man-
hattan skyline. 

“Everyone agreed to a 
library, but there were no 

funds. It was more expen-
sive than the usual library. 
It has to be part of the city’s 
assessment  city needs and 
we needed advocacy on 
our side,” said former City 
Councilman Edward Sa-
dowsky, who was behind 
the push for funding the 
library site when he was in 
the Council.

“Today is the result of so 
many people who worked 
so hard for many years,” 
said Bridget Quinn-Carey, 
interim president and CEO 
of Queens Library. “We 
thank the community for 
never giving up.” 

The groundbreaking 
ceremony included com-
munity leaders, elected of-
ficials who have supported 
the cause for years and the 
architects of the library 
site. 

“It is truly a monu-
ment to the community, 
truly a labor of love,” said 
Congresswoman Carolyn 
Maloney (D-Astoria), who 
helped allocate more than 
$28,000 in state funds to-
wards the construction. 
Maloney quoted The New 
York Times’ 2011 review of 
the architect Stephen Holl’s 
library design: “The build-

ing’s beguiling appearance 
— with giant free-form 
windows carved out of an 
80-foot-tall rectangular fa-
cade of rough aluminum — 
should make it an instantly 
recognizable landmark.”

The total project will 
cost an estimated $39.5 mil-
lion. The Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey, 
the city, Queens West De-
velopment Corporation, the 
state and other elected offi-
cials lobbied hard to collect 
funds to meet the cost. 

The 22,000 square feet 
of construction for the 
Hunters Point Community 
Library branch will stand 
as a public building and 
park . The building sec-
tion of the new library is 
open and flowing, allow-
ing for the most energy-
efficient design and the 
greatest amount of public 
green space on the site. 
On the east entrance side, 
the library faces a read-
ing garden bordered by a 
low park office pavilion 
with a bosque of ginko 
trees. Ascending the stair 
inside, visitors can reach 
the rooftop reading garden 
with panoramic views of 
the city.

sky for millions in Queens, 
Brooklyn and Manhattan. 
There’s no question: This 
will be a dynamite 4th 
of July for New Yorkers 
across the city.”

Unlike last year, when 
Queens residents were dis-
appointed to learn the fire-
works would go off around 
the Brooklyn Bridge, barg-
es will be placed further 
north. They will be visible 
along the entire East River 
shoreline.

“We’ll just consider last 
year’s display a dry run for 
this year,” Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz said. 
“At the time, the adminis-
tration was already plan-
ning to move it further up 
the river, where it will be 
viewable from Long Island 
City and therefore more 
easily accessible to the 2.3 
million residents of the 
Borough of Queens.”

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) pushed hard for the 
relocation, according to 
sources, and he was elated 

with the announcement. 
“LIC is the staging area 

for the event this year, and 
you won’t have to twist 
your neck and squint your 
eyes towards Brooklyn,” 
Van Bramer said. “Last 
year was a good step for-
ward getting it back on the 
East River, but we knew 
we had to get it closer to 
Queens and move it fur-
ther up river and we got 
that.”

Veso Buntic, the owner 
of Anable Basin Sailing 
Bar & Grill, on the water-
front at 44th Drive, was 
among the disappointed 
last year.

 “It’s going to help ev-
eryone in the neighbor-
hood, not just me,” he said, 
adding the NYPD paid a 
visit last week suggesting 
he issue tickets to his cus-
tomers.

“They’re concerned 
about crowd control,” he 
said. “They’re going to 
close the street so we don’t 
get overwhelmed with 
people.”

Gustavo Rodriguez is 
booking three musical acts 
to preform at LIC Bar’s an-
nual pre-fireworks show. 

“We’re elated that it’s 
back,” he said. “I remem-
ber how LIC used to be 
like Times Square on New 
Year’s Eve before they 
moved it to the Hudson 
in ‘09. This is going to be 
great.”

Some 40,000 pyrotech-
nic shells will be fired off 
during the 25-minute syn-
chronized display, from 
four barges positioned be-
tween 23rd Street and 37th 
Street. Gantry State Park 
and Hunters Point South 
Park will be prime viewing 
areas.

“I definitely think it’s 
payback for the commu-
nity getting shortchanged 
last year,” Hunters Point 
Parks Conservancy Presi-
dent Rob Basch said. “Now 
they’ll be right in front of 
us with a gorgeous back-
drop of the Manhattan 
skyline. All this exposure 
will surely make LIC a 
‘must see’ for tourists 
down the road. And when 
they see what we see every 
day, they’ll keep coming 
back.”

Continued from Page 1 

Library
Continued from Page 1 

Fireworks
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