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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio re-
turned to Rockaway last Fri-
day for the first time since he 
was booed for his late arrival 
at the annual St. Patrick’s Day 
parade on the peninsula. He 
was joined by an array of elect-
ed officials for the reopening 
of a new stretch of boardwalk 
which runs from Beach 87th 
Street to Beach 97th Street, 2 
1/2 years after the previous 
boardwalk was destroyed by 
Hurricane Sandy.

A second new section, from 
Beach 97th Street to Beach 
107th Street, is scheduled to 
open on July 4, with the entire 
4.7-mile length is expected to 
be reconnected with intact 
sections of the old boardwalk 
in time for Memorial Day 2016. 
The boardwalk will be entire-
ly completed as new construc-
tion by Memorial Day 2017.

“It is a particularly good 
day for the people of Rock-
away,” de Blasio said. “After so 
much struggle, after so much 
fight, after so much fortitude 
(from) the people of the com-
munities that make up this 
peninsula, (there is) real prog-
ress before our very eyes com-
ing back stronger than ever 
after Sandy.”

Officials say the steel-re-
inforced concrete boardwalk 
will rival the best in the world 
in terms of resiliency to ex-
treme weather and the effects 
of climate change, featuring 
multiple layers of protection 
that include sand retaining 
walls and planted dunes, more 
resilient planking, coated steel 
support piles, plant-stabilized 
berms, and elevation to three 
feet above the 100-year flood 
plain. 

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency has des-
ignated $480 million for the 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Surrounded by a heavy 
NYPD presence, the wake 
and funeral of upcoming rap-
per Lionel “Chinx” Pickens, 
a member of the group Coke 
Boys, was held Tuesday at the 
Greater Allen AME Cathedral 
in Jamaica.

More than 2,000 fam-
ily members, friends and fans 
gathered to pay respects to the 
beloved rapper, who came from 
Far Rockaway, and joined in 
singing “Lord, I lift your name 
on high” at the beginning of 
the service. 

Mourners, including rap-
per French Montana, paid 
their respects at the open cas-
ket wake where Pickens was 
dressed in a gray suit and sur-
rounded by white roses. His 
widow, Janelli Caceres, wore 
white jeans and a white shirt 
with the words “S.I.P Baby 
Chinx” on the back.

After the processional, his 
manager Doug Ellison spoke 
about the life Pickens had lived 
and legacy he had left behind. 

The president of the New 
York City Correction Officers 
Benevolent Association, Nor-
man Seabrook and cousin of 
Pickens, who was fatally shot 
on May 17 in Briarwood, spoke 
about stopping the violence. 
He said that today the commu-
nity had lost one person but 
eventually when the murderer 
is caught and sentenced to 
prison, that was another kind 
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

There was a lot of trash 
talk at a recent Woodhaven 
community meeting. 

Business owners in the 
area complain that they are 
being hit with fines in the 
middle of the night by the 
Sanitation Department for 
trash found in front of their 
businesses. The owners claim 
that random people illegally 
dump trash there after busi-
ness hours, when the owners 
are not around to clean the 
mess. And when the Sanita-
tion Department passes by, 
the businesses are unfairly 
given a ticket for not cleaning 
the area. 

For the past several 
months the Woodhaven Resi-
dents Block Association tried 
to get Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) to introduce 
legislation that would put an 
end to these late-night fines, 
but during a recent meeting 
held by the block association, 
Ulrich said he could not do 
anything through legislation 
to solve the problem, accord-
ing to Alex Blenkinsopp, a 

member of the association. 
“We did our due diligence 

by exhausting every single 
legislative option,” said Red-
mond Haskins, a spokesman 
for Ulrich. “We apologize that 
it took this long. But we want 
to try all of our possible op-
tions.”

He continued, “We’re not 
done and we’re still looking at 
any kind of recourse to fix this 
for Woodhaven residents.” 

But Assemblyman Mike 
Miller (D-Woodhaven) has 
proposed a bill to create a re-
view board—much like the 
Civilian Complaint Review 
Board that vets police com-
plaints. The board, he sug-
gested, would be made up of 
people who would review dis-
puted tickets handed out by 
the Sanitation Department. 

“I can’t change the Sani-
tation Department’s proce-
dure,” he said. “So I think 
having something that is 
going to help people figure 
things out will be a great 
 service.” 

As it stands now, if people 
want to dispute a fine, they 
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Queens celebrated Memo-
rial Day weekend with 11 pa-
rades, more than any other 
borough in the city. 

In fact, borough residents 
did more than celebrate, they 
commemorated, honored and 
paid tribute to the many veter-
ans who live in Queens’ diverse 
neighborhoods with a number 
of remembrance ceremonies 
and vigils, in addition to those 
parades.

“We have the most veter-
ans that live in this borough, 
the most diverse. We know 
how to celebrate our veterans, 
we know how to mourn the 
loss of those that died and we 
do that every year,” Borough 
President Melinda Katz said 
during a veterans ceremony in 
Whitestone Monday. “We are 
by far the most patriotic in our 
celebration, and we are here 
today, not only to remember 
those that we have lost, but to 
teach our children what it is 
to pay respect and honor our 
armed forces.” 

Katz said many veterans 
are under-recognized and of-
ten taken for granted. But she 
touted Queens as a place where 
that does not happen, noting 
that holidays are not needed to 
remember those that served, 
when so many of them live in 
the borough’s communities. 
Social services are available 
to ex-military men and women 
and their families at Queens 
Borough Hall. Visit http://
queensbp.org/veteran-affairs/ 
for more information or to 
contact the borough liaison for 
veterans’ affairs.

As many people in the city 
celebrated the holiday week-
end with backyard barbecues 
and parties, Queens marked 
Memorial Day by decorating 
the graves of fallen soldiers 
and thanking its resident vet-
erans for their service.

The roots of the patriotic 
holiday, originally called 
Decoration Day, can be traced 
back to the years following the 
American Civil War, when for-
mer Union commanders des-
ignated the day for strewing 
flowers on the tombstones of 
those that died in battle.

New York was even the first 
state to officially recognize the 
holiday in 1873.

Now, over 140 years later, 
Queens is home to what is re-
putedly the largest Memorial 
Day parade in the country, in 
Little Neck and Douglaston, 
as well as another large one in 
College Point.

The College Point Citizens 
for Memorial Day, made up of 
military veterans and mem-

bers of Northeast Queens com-
munities, successfully orga-
nized another Memorial Day 
Parade down College Point 
Boulevard Sunday.

Led by veteran and pa-
rade Grand Marshal Louis 
DiAgostino, the College Point 
procession had tremendous 
military, ROTC and veteran 
participation. Francis Lewis 
High School students, St. Fi-
delis School, and Girl Scout 
and Brownie Troop 4264 also 
played a major part in the day’s 
events.

Continued on Page 46

Woodhaven residents and business owners complain that the city is 
unfairly giving them fines for trash. 

The teams from the Dwarf Giraffe Athletic League start off the 
Whitestone Memorial Day parade in a flurry of flags. 

Woodhaven trash sits
at center of tix blitz 

Queens honors vets
Boro marks Memorial Day weekend with 11 parades

Full coverage on 
Pages 4, 18, 21, 22, 34-35
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BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City’s Sage 
Music was honored by the U.S. 
Small Business Administra-
tion last month. The popular 
music school’s founder, Jason 
Sagebiel, received the Veteran 
Small Business Champion of 
the Year Award, from the agen-
cy’s New York District office.

The award is considered to 
be the most prestigious small 
business awards competition, 
officials say. The winner is for-
mally recognized as one of New 
York’s top entrepreneurs and 
small business advocates.

“To be recognized as an es-
tablished leader in small busi-
ness within a vibrant, artistic 
community is a privilege and 
a great honor,” Sagebiel said. 
“Small businesses are the heart 
and soul of a neighborhood and 
help foster a sense of belong-
ing and creativity. This award 
encourages me to continue to 
inspire even more students to 
pursue their passions.”

The Iraq War veteran and 
one-time U.S. Marine scout 

sniper moved to Long Island 
City nine years ago after land-
ing a job with the Humanities/
Music Department at LaGuar-
dia Community College.

He opened Sage Music in 
2011 at 44-02 23rd St. and added 
a second school in Greenpoint, 
Brooklyn  . Combined, the two 
schools employ 11 music teach-
ers, catering to 320 students of 
all ages with the goal of trans-
forming them into musicians.

“This is a big award that 
adds credibility and prestige to 
what we are doing here,” Sage-
biel said. “It means that we’re 
selected as the top performing 
business owned by a veteran.”

Born and raised in Texas, 
Sagebiel returned from the war 
with a serious brain injury he 
suffered while stationed in Kut, 
a city 100 miles south of Bagh-
dad. He had to relearn music af-
ter he was robbed of his memo-
ry and developed a method that 
helped him make that possible.

At Sage Music, they teach 
the unique and innovative cur-
riculum that Sagebiel discov-
ered during his rehabilitation. 

It combines music lessons with 
psychology, a holistic approach 
to health and well being, and 
communal creativity. The 
school offers guitar, piano, cel-
lo, violin and voice lessons.

The SBA award, and a poll 
in which borough residents 
voted Sage Music the top Art 
School in Queens, has Sagebiel 
connected with his community. 
“There’s a stereotype of Texans 
as adventurers,” he said. “I’m 
feeling more a part of Long Is-
land City, where I’m surround-
ed by other musicians and art-
ists that come here to learn and 
work.” He will celebrate that 
connection as the music series 
he debuted last year returns to 
Gantry State Park Thursday 
evenings through the summer. 

“LIC Concerts will feature 
classical and jazz during July 
and pop and rock throughout 
August,” Sagebiel said. “And 
we’re going to finish up with 
a Kids and Family Day on the 
first Sunday in September. 
That will have performances 
that can be enjoyed by children 
and adults at the same time.”

Sage Music founder Jason Sagebiel receives the Veteran Small Business 
Champion of the Year award from the USSBA. Photo courtesy Sage Music

Sage Music named Veteran Small Business Champ
Jason Sagebiel goes from Marine scout sniper in Iraq to founder of top art school in boro
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BY TOM MOMBERG

American Legion Conti-
nental Post 1424 organized 
the annual Forest Hills-Rego 
Park Memorial Day Parade 
Saturday, bringing together 
diverse groups with partici-
pants of all ages.

The parade is meant, of 
course, to celebrate Ameri-
can freedoms and recognize 
those who fought to protect 
them. Linda Dougherty, pres-
ident of the Forest Hills Ki-
wanis Club, which sponsored 
the parade, said encouraging 
large participation in Memo-
rial Day events is an impor-
tant part of living up to the 
meaning of the holiday.

“We must tell the story 
and to our young people in 
particular,” Dougherty said. 
“I am so happy, as an edu-
cator, to see so many of our 
young children engaged in 

the parade, whether they 
were marching or waving. 
They will not forget this. 
That’s why we must continue 
this tradition to honor those 
who have served.”

The 112th Precinct se-
cured Metropolitan Avenue 
for an approximately 45-min-
ute-long procession led by 
bagpipers of the New York 
Correction Department Pipe 
Band. 

They were followed by 
members of the local Com-
munity Emergency Response 
Team, high school marching 
bands, the Richmond Hill 
Historical Society, the Forest 
Hills Civic Association, Boy 
Scouts and Cub Scouts from 
Troop 349, several local Girl 
Scout troops, the Guardian 
Angels and several other lo-
cal groups. 

The procession concluded 

BY TOM MOMBERG

The Whitestone Veterans 
Memorial Association put 
on its annual Memorial Day 
Ceremony and Parade with a 
flawless performance by all 
involved.

The whole community 
came together to pay tribute 
to those who have served the 
armed forces, and young peo-
ple were out in number.

The 109th Precinct of the 
NYPD played a major part in 
securing the parade route and 
ceremonial grounds.

The Whitestone Veterans 
Memorial Day Parade re-
turned with a big lineup of 
antique, classic and muscle 
cars. But the heart of the day’s 
events were at the Whitestone 
Veterans Memorial Field, 
where members of the New 
York Army National Guard, 

Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts 
from Troop 255 and Girl Scout 
Troop 4625 lined up with neigh-

borhood residents to honor the 
community’s veterans. 

Several of those who spoke 
emphasized the benefit of 
passing on Memorial Day tra-
ditions to children and teenag-
ers as a way of continuing to 
recognize the selflessness of 
veterans.

It was those young people 
who conducted the ceremonial 
laying of wreaths in honor of 
fallen veterans during which 
the American flag was low-
ered to half staff. 

Members of American Le-
gion Post 787, which helped or-
ganize the day’s events along-
side the Jewish War Veterans 
and Whitestone civic groups, 
then raised the American flag 
back to full staff as the New 
York Police Department Bag-
pipers played Amazing Grace. 

James Dunn, a two-tour 

BY TOM MOMBERG

The Little Neck-Douglaston 
Memorial Day Parade is often 
touted as the largest such pro-
cession in the country.

The two-hour parade down 
Northern Boulevard from 
Great Neck to Douglaston not 
only incorporates national 
participants and a large mili-
tary presence, but manages to 
include all the local communi-
ty, cultural and youth organi-
zation that want to march.

The celebration and vet-
eran-recognition ceremony 
that followed took place in the 
parking lot of St. Anastasia 
Roman Catholic Church at the 
end of the parade route.

But Monday was all about 
the veterans, and this year, 
American Legion Post 103 and 
the Little Neck-Douglaston 
Memorial Day Parade Asso-
ciation chose to recognize the 
50th anniversary of the Viet-
nam War, in particular.

Because Vietnam was such 
an unpopular war with the 
public, many of the members 
of the armed forces returned 
home with little in the way of 

homecoming celebrations, and 
little thanks. 

All Vietnam veterans were 
invited to a special booth to be 
awarded a pin from the State 
Department for their service 

in the South Asian conflict.
“This is the first time that 

many of these veterans have 
been thanked for their ser-
vice,” said guest speaker and 
retired Major General Donald 

Hilbert of the U.S. Department 
of Defense Commemorative 
Partners Program. “But this 
sums up the attitude of many 
of the Vietnam veterans I have 
known: That we have no expec-

tations but to serve when duty 
calls us. We ask for no reward, 
except the nation’s thanks.”

Hilbert said it is never too 
late to pay tribute and that a 
veteran’s service is not exempt 
from gratitude just because a 
war is controversial.

“No, decades later, events 
like these allow us to reach 
out to more and more Vietnam 
vets and their families,” he 
said.

The parade marshals and 
honorary grand marshals 
tried to reach as many Viet-
nam veterans as possible, 
walking along the sidewalks 
on the parade route to give 
them a pin.

Grand Marshal and retired 
Brigadier General Loree Sut-
ton, of the Mayor’s Office of 
Veterans’ Affairs, recognized 
the importance of community 
celebration on holidays like 
Memorial Day, making every 
year a homecoming for veter-
ans of past wars.

“At the Mayor’s Office of 
Veterans’ Affairs, every day 
is Veterans Day, but you know 
only one day a year is Memo-

The kids from the Whitestone's 
Dwarf Giraffe Little League await 
the signal to start marching in the 
Memorial Day parade.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Mayor de Blasio with Loree Sutton (in red), the retired Army general who now heads his Office of Veterans’ 
Affairs, gets a rousing welcome from the crowd along Northern Boulevard at the the Little Neck-Douglaston 
Memorial Day Parade.   Photo by Michael Shain

Tremendous turnout in Little Neck
Annual ceremony recognizes veterans of Vietnam War in wake of 50th anniversary

Patriotism is generational 
for Whitestone ceremony

Forest Hills pays tribute 
to those who have served

Continued on Page 32

Continued on Page 32 Continued on Page 32
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Prosecutors in the federal 
case of two Queens women 
accused of plotting a terror at-
tack filed a request Tuesday 
for a protective order for un-
classified materials, including 
the identity of the undercover 
agent who befriended them, in 
Brooklyn federal court. 

According to the federal 
court records, prosecutors 
asked for a protective order to 
limit discovery materials that 
will be produced in the case 
to protect the identity of an 
undercover law enforcement 
officer involved in the inves-
tigation and to preclude the 
dissemination of instructions, 
research and other materials 
related to the building of an 
explosive device. 

In litigation, a protective 
order prevents the disclosure 
of sensitive information under 
certain conditions. 

The second status hearing 
held last Friday was scheduled 
after Asia Siddiqui, one of the 
two women from Jamaica sus-
pected of planning a terror at-
tack, refused to leave her cell 
and was absent for the May 20 
hearing in Brooklyn federal 
court.  

Judge Sterling Johnson, 
Jr., was vexed by her absence 
in the last hearing, but her 
defense attorney, Thomas 

Dunn, and the prosecution 
agreed that the dates had been 
changed without time to no-
tify her. 

Dunn requested a private 
investigator and another at-
torney in his firm to be vet-
ted to receive evidence. Dunn 
said he had witnesses and 200 
hours of discovery considered 
classified that needed to be 
processed.  

Johnson said that another 

colleague would be accepted 
for the vetting process, but he 
denied the request for an in-
vestigator. 

Dunn said after the hear-
ing that 200 hours or more of 
evidence could take five weeks 
or more to process.

 “Then I have go over the 
recordings with my client,” he 
said. “This can take a while. 
They cannot rush this case.”

BY MADINA TOURE
 
The City Council passed 

a bill co-sponsored by City 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) last week requir-
ing the city Department of 
Environmental Protection to 
inspect catch basins more fre-
quently to prevent flooding in 
areas such as Utopia Parkway 
in Fresh Meadows. 

The bill, introduced by 
Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D-Flatbush), requires 
DEP Commissioner Emily 
Lloyd to ensure that catch ba-
sins are inspected at least once 
a year. The law will go into ef-
fect July 1, 2016.

It also requires basins to be 
unclogged or repaired within 
nine days after an inspection 
or the receipt of a complaint 

about a clogged or malfunc-
tioning basin. 

Despite the fact that the En-
vironmental Protection Agen-
cy recommends that catch 

basins be cleaned once a year, 
the city examines catch basins 
only once every three years, 
Lancman said. 

“That’s three times as infre-
quent as the EPA recommends 
and so we’re just bringing 
New York City’s practice up to 
the best practice of standards 
of the EPA and hopefully this 
will contribute to reducing 
flooding,” he said. 

The DEP tends to only re-
act when a complaint is filed, 
he said. 

A number of conditions 
can cause or contribute to 
flooding, including extreme 
weather and climate change, 
blocked catch-basin grates and 
surcharged sewers, according 
to the DEP’s official website. 

Catch-basin grates get 

BY MADINA TOURE

Pedestrian safety advo-
cates are worried that a bill 
City Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) is pro-
posing will make the city’s 
right-of-way law for drivers 
more lenient. 

The right-of-way law, 
unanimously passed by the 
City Council last year as part 
of a slate of Vision Zero bills, 
states that if a driver hits 
someone who has the right 
of way in a crosswalk, the 
NYPD may bring a misde-
meanor charge against that 
driver for failure to yield.

Lancman said his bill just 
seeks to provide more specif-
ics on what would constitute 
failure to yield and failure to 
exercise due care—includ-
ing factors such as visibility, 
weather conditions, roadway 
design and whether or not 
the vehicle was functioning 
properly. 

He said the NYPD did not 
give him a clear explanation 
for how it will go about en-
forcing the law. 

“We just want to make 
sure that the law is being 
enforced and the NYPD are 
making their judgments to 
arrest people based on a uni-
form set of criteria and not 
just on an ad hoc basis,” he 
said. 

Steve Vaccaro, a lawyer 
representing the parents 
of Allison Liao, 3, who was 
killed by an SUV while cross-
ing Main Street and Cherry 
Avenue with her grandmoth-
er Oct. 6, 2013, said the new 
bill would require the NYPD 
to consider every possible ex-
cuse by the driver.

“The burden should be 
on the driver to show that 
they acted consistent with 
due care,” Vaccaro said. “It 
should not be some big inves-
tigation beyond what a police 
officer ordinarily does in in-
vestigating any crime before 
there is a charge.”

Paul Steely White, execu-
tive director of the nonprofit 
Transportation Alterna-
tives, said the bill would cre-
ate a setback to protections 
for pedestrians.

“For any Council mem-
ber, any New Yorker, to ham-
per the job that the NYPD is 
now just beginning to do — 
to protect pedestrians — is 
anti-safety and we will fight 
any effort to water down 
hard fought improvements 
to street safety,” White said. 

The right-of-way law has 
yielded about 22 charges 
since August 2014, accord-
ing to Vaccaro. Since then, 
there have been hundreds 
of crashes in which the law 
should have been applied, he 
said. 

Lancman said the advo-
cates wanted a strict liability 
law that would send a driver 
to jail simply for failing to 
yield, noting that drivers 
cannot be sent to jail just for 
getting into an accident.

“All my bill does is ex-
plain some of the factors 
to consider in evaluating 
whether someone exercised 
due care or not,” he said. “It 
doesn’t make the law strict-
er, it doesn’t make the law 
more lenient but in the ab-
sence of the NYPD explain-
ing the factors that it consid-
ers, we’re going to explain it 
for them.”

Lancman met with the 
Liao family, White and mem-
bers of Families for Safer 
Streets and Make Queens 
Safer Tuesday to discuss the 
bill and said the discussion 
was constructive. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

City Councilman Rory Lancman co-
sponsored a bill that would require 
the city to regularly inspect catch 
basins.  Courtesy of nyc.gov

RORY LANCMAN

Right-of-way law 
could be modifi ed

Bill to require survey of basins

Terror case proceeds
Federal prosecutors ask judge to hide undercover identity

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Accused terrorist Asia Siddiqui is in federal court, where prosecutors 
are arguing a motion to hide the identity of the undercover agent in her 
case.  Jane Rosenberg/AP
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BY BILL PARRY

The winners of the Queens 
Economic Development Corpo-
ration’s 9th annual StartUP! 
Business Plan contests were 
announced earlier this month 
with winning entrepreneurs 
receiving $10,000 to jump-start 
their businesses. The awards 
cap a five-month challenge-
and-instruction course.

Kew Gardens resident 
Esta-Joy Sydell took top hon-
ors in the “Food-based” cat-
egory for Esta-Joy’s Kitchen, 
a gourmet baking company 
specializing in old-fashioned, 
streusel- topped, fresh fruit 
Buckle Cakes. She makes the 
preservative-free desserts 
with wholesome ingredients 
that come in transparent, eco-
friendly packaging.

In the “Community” catego-
ry, Astoria’s Karen Domingo-
Moran and her Kidspire LLC 
were the winners. Through 
summer and weekend work-
shops and in-school residen-
cies, Kidspire offers education-

al enrichment that inspires 
young minds to visualize, 
draw, and construct through 
architecture and design.

Kidspire takes place at 
various elementary schools in 
Queens now, but Domingo-Mo-
ran hopes to expand to other 
locations and eventually cre-
ate a learning center.

Woodside’s Amy Saekow 
and her health-products com-
pany Tisana LLC won the “In-
novations” category. Tisana 
offers seasonal herbal elixirs 
and tonics made from organic 
flowers, roots, leaves, berries 
and mushrooms. With almost 
no calories, these beverages 
are based on traditional, time-
tested plant combinations 
known to enhance health.

“I’m really looking for-
ward to watching the three 
winners as their businesses 
grow and grow,” QEDC Direc-
tor of Marketing Rob MacKay 
said. “They have a great mix 
of creativity, organization and 
market research. Actually, the 
competition was extremely 

fierce this year, as many con-
testants had great ideas and 
solid business plans. So I hope 
that the finalists don’t get dis-
couraged. Many of them have 
viable plans and bright fu-
tures. It’s all good this year.”

Over 350 participants in 
this year’s contest received 
technical assistance and train-
ing  on such business topics as 
pricing, marketing, and tax 

filing while enjoying access to 
entrepreneurial resources at 
Queens Library in Jamaica. 
More than 35 teams submit-
ted business plans to selected 
judges who determined the 
winners. The contest is sup-
ported by a grant from the Citi 
Foundation. “Competitions 
such as StartUP! foster and 
encourage innovation among 
entrepreneurs, who as a result 

can potentially create jobs in 
communities where they are 
needed most,” Citi Community 
Development market director 
Eileen Auld said.

One of last year’s StartUP! 
winners, Chris Murillo of As-
toria, was driving in upstate 
New York in a car he bought 
with his winning last year. The 
Astoria Distilling Company’s 
founder was touring different 
cities while marketing his cre-
ation, Queens Courage gin.

“This time last year I was 
making deliveries by bicycle 
to my 20 accounts,” Murillo 
said. “Now that I have my gin-
wagon that number has grown 
exponentially. I’ve got over 200 
accounts now across New York 
and New Jersey.”

The gin is currently pro-
duced at a distillery outside 
of Rochester while Murillo 
hunts for a location for his own 
distillery in western Queens. 
“Right now we’re in the pro-
cess of bringing Queens Cour-
age back to the borough,” he 
said. 

StartUP! Business Plan Contest winners receive their awards from lead-
ers of the Queens Economic Development Corp. Photo courtesy QEDC

StartUP! Business Plan Contest winners selected
QEDC’s fi ve-month challenge ends with three entrepreneurs taking home $10,000 each

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718-657-1562  |  718-739-6768  |  718-526-3626

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Established 1993     Licensed by New York State Education Department

EZ PAYMENT

PLAN AVAILABLE!

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

The owners of Glendale’s soon to be 
homeless shelter have experience with 
owning residential buildings. They 
also have experience with complaints.

The city Department of Buildings 
approved permits in early March to 
turn the empty factory on 78-16 Cooper 
Ave. into transitional housing – a sore 
point for the surrounding Glendale 
community. Samaritan Village will 
run the shelter, but the owner of the 
building is the estate of Joseph Wil-
ner. 

The estate also owns a building in 
Kew Gardens that has amassed dozens 
of open, unresolved violations, accord-
ing to the city agency Housing Preser-
vation and Development. And many of 
these violations are considered hazard-
ous by the city, which raises questions 
about how well maintained the home-
less shelter will be. 

Many of the open and hazardous vi-
olations issued to the apartment build-
ing on 119-14 Union Turnpike deal with 
rodent infestations, defective electric 
outlets and broken lights. Many of the 
violations were issued several times, 
yet the estate of Joseph Wilner has not 
fixed the problem. 

The estate of Joseph Wilner is made 
up of Joseph Wilner and Rywa Wilner, 
according to Department of Building re-
cords. In 2008 an elderly tenant from the 
Kew Gardens apartment building sued 
Rywa after she fell on stairs that were 

poorly lit, according to court records. 
Violations for poorly lit areas and 

broken lights go back to 1996 and 
they were never solved, according to 
HPD. The lawsuit made it all the way 
to Kings County Civil Supreme Court 
before it was finally settled before the 
trial began. 

Glendale’s new homeless shel-
ter will have 103 units, filling 74,542 
square feet, according to the filings 
with the Buildings Department. The 
four-story building will also include a 
parking lot with 33 vehicles. 

The Department of Homeless Ser-
vices has a pending five-year contract 
with Samaritan Village to operate the 
homeless shelter, according to a spokes-
man for the department. Residents and 
local officials have continued to resist 
the placement of the shelter in their 
Glendale neighborhood. 

Neither Joseph nor Rywa Wilner re-
turned repeated requests for comment. 
The Department of Homeless Services 
did not respond in time.  

 The Samaritan Village also oper-
ates the Pan American homeless shel-
ter in Elmhurst, which has had its own 
rodent infestation problem. The civic 
group Elmhurst United complained 
about a trash and rat problem, which 
has stopped the city from approving 
the shelter’s $42 million contract.

Reach reporter Eric Jankiewicz by e-
mail at ejankiewicz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

A TimesLedger search shows that the owners of the proposed Glendale homeless shelter 
possess a building in Kew Gardens that has many violations.

New Glendale shelter
owned by the Wilners 
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POLICE 

Blotter

SOUTH OZONE PARK — One wom-
an died, while one adult and several 
children were injured after a three-
vehicle collision Tuesday morning in 
South Ozone Park, police said. 

Around 7:20 a.m. police officers 
responded to a vehicle accident near 
South Conduit Avenue and 103rd 
Street. 

Police said that a 2003 Black GMC 
Envoy SUV was traveling north to 
south on 130th Street when it collided 
with a 1995 Green Chrysler that was 
traveling west to east on South Conduit 
Avenue. The impact of the two vehicles 
slamming into one another forced the 
Chrysler to spin out of control and col-
lide with a 2015 white box truck that 
was traveling west to east on South 
Conduit Avenue, police said.

The 30-year-old woman driving the 

Chrysler was taken to Jamaica Hospi-
tal in stable condition.  The front pas-
senger, 53-year old Carmen Gonzalez 
from Greenbush, was pinned beneath 
the driver’s side of the box truck and 
taken to Jamaica Hospital, where she 
was pronounced dead upon arrival. 

Police said the driver of the black 
SUV, a 53-year old female, was trans-
ported to Long Island Jewish with 
seven children between the ages 7-12 to 
be treated for minor injuries. The SUV 
driver was carpooling seven kids to 
nearby PS 124. 

The operator of the box truck, a 55-
year old man, was treated at the scene.  

All drivers remained on the scene 
and NYPD’s Highway Collision Inves-
tigation Squad was continuing to in-
vestigate the collision.  

JAMAICA — A South Jamaica man 
was sentenced Tuesday to 20 years in 
prison for the strangulation death of 
his girlfriend whose body was found 
floating in the water near the Idlewild 
Park Preserve in Rosedale in March 
2013, Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown said.

Carlos Evelyn, 33, of 147-04 Foch 
Blvd. in the South Jamaica, pleaded 
guilty earlier this month to first-de-
gree manslaughter before Queens Su-
preme Court Justice Barry Schwartz, 
who imposed a determinate sentence 
of 20 years in prison.

According to court records, Evelyn 
admitted that on March 19, 2013, be-
tween the hours of 1:30 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. he got into a physical dispute with 
his girlfriend, Kadie Chambers, 27, 
in their home. Chambers grabbed his 
shirt, then he reached out and grabbed 

her around the throat with one hand 
and squeezed while using his other 
hand to punch her three times in the 
face, he said in his guilty plea. Evelyn 
claimed that he squeezed her neck for 
approximately ten seconds and Cham-
bers fell to the floor unconscious, the 
court records showed.

According to the medical examiner, 
she died as a result of asphyxiation due 
to strangulation. 

 Evelyn removed her body from their 
house and dumped her body in the wa-
ter near Huxley Avenue in Rosedale, ac-
cording to the court records. He plead-
ed guilty to cleaning up the blood from 
the carpet, disposing of the clothes that 
he was wearing at the time of incident 
and putting her body into a garbage bag 
and into the trash, the DA said. Cham-
bers’ body was removed from the water 
almost two hours later.

A woman driving an SUV full of kids to school was killed in this collision in Ozone Park.  The 
children, seven, in all, survived.  Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Jamaica man sentenced in strangulation case

S. Ozone Park accident kills one woman

Do You Suffer from Dry Age-Related
Macular Degeneration (AMD)?

At Long Island Vitreoretinal Consultants (LIVR),  
we are enrolling candidates in a  

Clinical Study evaluating an investigational drug for 
geographic atrophy associated with dry age-related 

macular degeneration (AMD).

If you are at least 50 years old and  
have been diagnosed with dry AMD,  

you may be eligible to participate. 

Qualified participants may be reimbursed for the 
cost of food and travel and receive related medical 

examinations and study medication at no cost.

For more information or to find out if you are eligible,
please call 516 466 0390 x 222 or  

email research.livr@gmail.com

All calls will be considered confidential.

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 
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BY BILL PARRY

NYPD Capt. Peter For-
tune had just settled in as the 
new commanding officer of 
the 114th Precinct in Astoria 
when Officer Brian Moore 
was shot in the head less than 
10 miles away in Queens Vil-
lage. He died May 4, sending 
shock waves through the de-
partment and the borough’s 
station houses.

“It was a rough time,” For-
tune said. “Anytime a cop is 
murdered anywhere it has an 
effect on the command. It was 
a terrible time for all my of-
ficers, but there’s one thing I 
know: the NYPD is a resilient 
force, we brush ourselves off 
and continue on.”

That’s precisely what the 
captain did after attending 
Moore’s funeral. The 16-year 
veteran went back to the pre-
cinct at 34-16 Astoria Blvd. 
South and continued on, fa-
miliarizing himself with the 
new surroundings, which 
include Astoria and parts of 
Long Island City, Woodside 
and Jackson Heights. 

“It’s very different from 
the Bronx and Upper Manhat-
tan, but I get around with my 
trusty GPS,” he said.

 Fortune replaced Deputy 
Inspector Kevin Maloney af-
ter his surprise promotion 
to a new squad dedicated to 
investigating police officer-
involved in shootings out 
of the first deputy commis-
sioner’s office at One Police 
Plaza. Fortune came aboard 
after commanding the Hous-
ing Bureau’s Police Service 

Area 5, which oversees pub-
lic housing developments in 
Manhattan.

One month later, the cap-
tain is becoming comfortable 
in his new post. “I’ve worked 
in the borough before as a 
lieutenant at Queens North 
and Queens South but not at 
a specific precinct,” he said. 
“The community is fantastic 
and very supportive of the 
114th. It’s very diverse here. 
It’s one big melting pot and I 
find the whole attitude to be 
very positive.” 

He said he stresses pro-
fessionalism and courtesy 
among his charges. 

“We must treat the public 
with professional conduct, 
but this precinct was in good 
hands with Deputy Inspector 
Maloney.  He did a terrific job 
here,” he said.

Fortune worked in Bronx 
narcotics for several years, 
but it was his recent work in 
public housing that framed 
his view that domestic vio-
lence must not be tolerated. 

“Coming from Housing 
particularly, I think that any-
time someone puts his or her 
hands on a family member, 
well, that’s a real pet peeve of 
mine,” he said.

Fortune is a family man 
with two daughter, ages 4 and 
7, in Long Island. Law en-
forcement runs in the family.

“My wife Martine Mater-
asso is the commanding offi-
cer of the 41st Precinct in the 
Bronx,” Fortune said. “She’s 
a deputy inspector, and yes, 
our daughters are very well-
behaved.”

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Thousands of Rockaway 
commuters were stranded be-
cause of a copper cable theft 
that left the A-train line com-
pletely down, according to the 
MTA. Service was restored 
temporarily around noon. 

“This morning was abso-
lutely packed. Traffic galore,” 
said Philip McManus, a Rock-
away resident and an advocate 
for more commuting options 
from the Rockaways. “It be-
came a nightmare. Traffic 
came to a standstill and no one 
was able to get out.” 

On Tuesday night a north-
bound A-train with about 150 
people lost power around the 
Howard Beach station. And 
when train officials checked 
to see what the problem was, 
they found copper cable had 
been stolen from 12 sites along 
the A-train tracks around 
Howard Beach, the MTA said. 
The cable is used to provide 
power to the tracks and trains 
and is popular as scrap metal. 
Without it, trains were un-
able to move,   cars stored in 
the Rockaway Park yard were 
frozen in place and thousands 
of commuters who depend on 
the A train were trapped.  The 
MTA said the copper theft shut 
down service along the entire 

length of the A and C lines.
 Officials are calling on 

the MTA to investigate how 
this security breach could 
have happened. And state As-
semblyman Phil Goldfeder 
(D-Howard Beach) is criticiz-
ing the MTA’s response to the 
emergency. According to Gold-
feder, the nightmarish com-
mute for Rockaway residents 
was the result of “catastrophic 
breakdowns in contingency 
transit plans, including re-
ports of buses blocking vital 
roadways and leaving thou-
sands stranded during their 
rush hour commute.”

Goldfeder continued, “Fam-
ilies in southern Queens and 
Rockaway have some of the 
longest commute times in the 
entire city. On a normal day, 
our roads, trains and buses 
are stretched to capacity. 

He called on the agency to 
conduct an immediate inves-
tigation to see if the security 
breach poses a threat to How-
ard Beach residents and com-
muters. 

Shuttle buses were also 
provided but with only two 
bridges connecting the Rock-
aways to the rest of Queens, 
traffic was packed with com-
muters scrambling to get to 
work and school, according 
to witnesses. The shuttle ser-

vice was limited, according 
to Goldfeder, and it was imple-
mented between 88th Street 
and Broad Channel, as well as 
northbound shuttle bus ser-
vice between Broad Channel 
and Rockaway Boulevard in 
Queens. 

“This morning’s ser-
vice disruption was directly 
caused by the theft of cable 
from along the subway right 
of way. This led to delays and 
crowding along all 31 miles of 
the A Subway Line Icon train, 
and forced thousands of Rock-
aways customers to use shut-
tle buses to get to work,” said 
MTA New York City Transit 
President Carmen Bianco. 
“We are working closely with 
the NYPD Transit Bureau 
to help them investigate this 
crime and identify the culprits 
responsible.”

Service was fully restored 
by noon but service was sched-
uled to be suspended Wednes-
day night so that MTA work-
ers could  permanently fix the 
power lines. According to an 
MTA spokesman, service by 
Thursday morning should be 
back to normal.

“Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.NYPD CAPT. PETER FORTUNE

Samples of the cables cut from the A line south of Howard Beach strand thousands of riders. 
Photo courtesy of Marc A. Hermann/MTA

Rockaway mayhem
Stolen copper cables put A subway out of service 

Capt. Fortune fi ts in
at Astoria’s 114th Pct.



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 29–JUNE 4, 201510    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

BY BILL PARRY

A Rego Park woman was 
sentenced to 24 years in 
prison last Wednesday for 
shoving an Elmhurst man 
in front of a subway train be-
cause she thought he was a 
Muslim, prosecutors said.

Erika Menendez, 33, of 
98-01 67th Street, pleaded 
guilty in March to first-
degree manslaughter be-
fore Queens Supreme Court 
Judge Gregory Lasak, who 
handed down the sentence, 
according to the Queens dis-
trict attorney. 

Menendez was seen talk-
ing to herself on Dec. 17, 2012 
at the 40th Street-Lowery 
Street subway station in 
Sunnyside moments before 
pushing 46-year-old Sun-
nando Sen to his death in 
front of an oncoming No. 
7 subway, according to the 
criminal complaint.

Sen, who died from mul-
tiple blunt force trauma, 
was chosen by Menendez be-
cause she thought he was a 

Muslim, according to prose-
cutors. He was born in India 
and raised as a Hindu.

Menendez had told inves-
tigators that she “hated Hin-
dus and Muslims ever since 
9/11.” 

Assistant District Attor-
ney Peter Lomp called it a 
“horrific crime,” the worst 
he had seen in his 22-year 
career. 

“The defendant commit-
ted what is every subway 
commuter’s worst night-
mare—being suddenly and 
senselessly pushed into the 
path of an oncoming train,” 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said. “The victim 
was shoved from behind and 
had no chance to defend him-
self. His family and friends 
must now cope with the dif-
ficult task of adjusting to a 
life empty of the presence of 
their loved one. The defen-
dant’s action clearly shows 
that she is a threat to society 
and deserving of today’s sen-
tence.”

BY BILL PARRY

Jim McFadden, who served 
as Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas’ director of com-
munications for nearly two 
years, died May 20 at the age 
of 27. The first year student at 
George Washington Univer-
sity School of Law went into 
cardiac arrest May 1 after 
choking on food at dinner and 
was kept alive by life support 
for two weeks, according to his 
mother Lisa.

“I was shocked and sad-
dened by Jim’s sudden pass-
ing,” Simotas (D-Astoria) said. 
“I recall our last lunch togeth-
er, a celebration to mark the 
beginning of Jim’s studies at 
GW law school. He was excited 
to take his first step towards a 
legal career and eager to gain 
the knowledge that would help 
him shape public policy for the 
benefit of the undeserved and 
underrepresented. Jim firmly 
believed that we all have a duty 
to help others and, in both his 

personal and professional life, 
he lived by that belief. We can 
all learn from the example Jim 
set during his too-short life.”

McFadden studied govern-

ment and the history of sci-
ence at Harvard University, 
graduating in 2010. At George 
Washington, McFadden was a 
member of the International 
Law Society and the Korean 
American Law Students As-
sociation.

He is survived by his par-
ents and a sister. A funeral 
was held May 18 in his home-
town, Olmsted Falls, Ohio.

“Jim was a young man who 
was full of promise and a love 
for life,” Simotas said. “He 
had many fine qualities, but 
his dedication to his family, 
fierce loyalty to his friends, 
and his infectious personal-
ity were his most endearing 
traits and what I will remem-
ber him best for. I am so very 
grateful to have known Jim, 
and pray that he rests in 
peace. May his memory be 
eternal.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY TOM MOMBERG

Friends of Fort Totten 
Park, the city Department 
of Parks and Recreation and 
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) are gearing up for 
their 11th annual Family Fun 
Day on the grounds of Fort 
Totten Park. The event is slat-
ed for Saturday, June 13, from 
noon to 3 p.m.

It was originally planned 
for the Fort Totten Parade 
Grounds on 33rd Avenue, but 
now community leader Phil 
Konigsberg said organizers 
can now hold Family Fun 
Day on the Fort Totten Park 
grounds, because the new Lit-
tle Bay parking lot is set to be 
open by then.

“I am very excited to be a 
part of this event for the sec-
ond year,” Vallone said. “And 
actually we expanded it. Be-
tween Family Fun Day and 
activities like Movies Under 
the Stars, those programs 

are being expanded to College 
Point, Crocheron Park and 
Little Bay.”

Event sponsors are touting 
this year’s Family Fun Day 
festivities as having some-
thing for everyone: families, 
young adults, teenagers, chil-
dren and even family pets.

The sponsors are bring-
ing back arts and crafts, face 
painting, games, inflatable 
play equipment, children’s 
storytelling, adult health 
screenings, safety and edu-
cational programs, Child ID 
programs, pet adoptions and 
other family activities.

Central Veterinary Associ-
ates will also be sponsoring a 
free microchipping clinic for 
people’s pets. The microchip 
can be purchased with a $25 
donation in addition to a reg-
istration fee.

Visit http://www.forttot-
tenparks.org/ for more infor-
mation.

JIM MCFADDEN

Families flock to Fort Totten Park for the park's Family Fun Day. 

Family Fun Day slated for June 13
Friends of Fort Totten team up with Parks Dept. for another all-age and pet-friendly event

Former Simotas staffer dies
after cardiac arrest at age 27

Rego Park woman gets
24 yrs. in subway shove
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Pasta
choose any two

PENNE ALLA VODKA
BAKED ZITI

CAVATELLI AND BROCCOLI RABE
LINGUINE ALLE VONGOLE

RIGATONI BOLOGNESE

Entrees
choose any three

CHICKEN MARSALA
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
CHICKEN FRANCESE

CHICKEN SCARPRIELLO
SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS
EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA
EGGPLANT ROLLATINI
PORK SCARPRIELLO
VEAL PARMIGIANA

Salad
choose one

CAESAR SALAD
TRADITIONAL GARDEN SALAD

ORGANIC MIXED GREEN SALAD

Choice Of 
Vegetables

choose one

BROCCOLI W/ GARLIC & OLIVE OIL
STRING BEANS & BABY POTATOES

ASSORTED MIXED VEGETABLES
ROASTED POTATOES

YELLOW RICE

Dessert
choose one

SHEET CAKE 
ASSORTED ITALIAN  

COOKIES & PASTRIES
COLOMBIAN COFFEE, DECAF, & TEA

Monday through Friday & Sunday Evening 
Saturday Evening add $10.00 per person 
Must Choose Either: Wine, Beer and Soda 

$10.00 per person or
Open Premium Bar $20.00 per person
Price does not include tax and service

Cold Display
WHEATBERRY SALAD

BRUSCHETTA
CHICK PEA SALAD
TORTELLINI PESTO

PASTA WITH SPINACH  
AND FETA CHEESE
PASTA PRIMAVERA

FRIED EGGPLANT STACKS
MOZZARELLA CAPRESE

OLIVE SALAD

SILVER BUFFET 
PACKAGE

$45  
 PER PERSON 

*MINIMUM 50 GUESTS

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Nail salon owners in New 
York City have been under a mi-
croscope for the last few days. 
Many of these small business 
owners are hard-working im-
migrants who abide by the law, 
treat their employees fairly and 
contribute to the New York City 
economy.

They feel angry and frus-
trated at the way the New York 
Times report and the Governor 
have used a broad brush to paint 
the entire industry in a negative 
light. They want to fight back 
and even protest.

Following several meetings 
with my office, these business 
owners have decided that they 

should be leading the discussion 
on immediate actions against 
the workplace abuse in nail 
 salons.

These are the proposed solu-
tions:

1) Owners will fully collabo-
rate with all government agen-
cies to educate nail salon own-
ers and employees on fair labor 
practices and worker rights.

2) Owners will work with pol-
icymakers in addressing deeper 
problems in the industry such 
as the often exploited immi-
grant workforce and mismatch 
between cost and price point of 
nail products.

3) Owners will launch the 

Healthy Nail Salon Network 
to promote inter-community 
growth in the industry. 

In order to advance some of 
these collaborative solutions, I 
will be working closely with the 
Governor’s Task Force on Nail 
Salons to introduce new legisla-
tion that will help eliminate the 
unscrupulous practices at nail 
salons and create opportunities 
for workers to get training, cer-
tification and job placement in 
the market.

Assemblyman Ron Kim
D-Flushing

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BRIAN RICE
Publisher

ROZ LISTON
Editor

KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
News Editor

MICHAEL SHAIN
Photo Editor

JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Sports Editor

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Suzanne Green
LeBert McBean
Enid Rodriguez

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CEO:
Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Goodstein

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Eugena Pechenaya

EDITORIAL STAFF
Reporters: Bill Parry, 
Madina Toure, Sadef Kully, 
Tom Momberg
Photographers: Nat Valentine,
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, 
Maria Lopez, Ken Maldonado, 
Yinghao Luo, Caroll Alvarado, 
William Thomas, Robert Cole
Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Kenneth Kowald, 
Suzanne Parker, Ronald B. 
Hellman, William Lewis, Bob 
Friedrich, Prem Calvin Prashad

ART & PRODUCTION 
Art Director: Leah Mitch
Layout Manager: 
Yvonne Farley
Designer: Earl Ferrer
Layout: Rod Ivey

The American dream was tarnished last week for 
at least 100 children who were shut out of a carnival 
at their Flushing elementary school because their 
parents did not pay the $10 fee.

Nearly 900 students at PS 120 who complied with 
the principal’s edict attended the event in the school 
yard, but some of their disappointed classmates were 
banished to the auditorium for a rerun of an old Dis-
ney movie, according to the New York Post.

The school at 58-01 136th St. caters to the children 
of Chinese immigrants, many of whom would find 
it difficult to spare $10 for a carnival that was be-
ing held during school hours and should have been 
accessible for all.  Adding to the distress of the kids 
who were not allowed to play on the outdoor rides, 
the principal tacked up a list of the children who had 
paid and those who had not, the Post reported.

Queens prides itself on being the most ethnically 
diverse county in the United States and perhaps even 
the world. The underlying message has been that the 
borough is the gateway to a better life for people from 
all over the world and a staging ground for future 
leaders of the country.

But Joan Monroe, the principal of PS 120, put an 
ugly face on the equality we expect from our public 
school system in Queens.  How do you explain to chil-
dren that they are to be treated differently because 
their parents are poor? And why did she decide 
to hold an event during regular school hours that 
would divide the students into two separate classes 
based on income?

This brings back textbook lessons of serfs and 
lords of the manor, a medieval system that evolved 
into a rigid class system in many countries that 
spurred immigrants to come to America.

The Department of Education, which said it is 
taking the incident at PS 120 “seriously,” should in-
vestigate thoroughly.

There is a disturbing trend involving income seg-
regation in this city, which has been practiced with 
aplomb in Manhattan and may be spilling into the 
other boroughs. It’s a riff on Mayor de Blasio’s Tale 
of Two Cities.

In one outrageous example, the city’s tax break 
policy allowed an Upper West Side developer to re-
quire affordable housing tenants to use a separate en-
trance known as a “poor door” in his new high-rise.

Make no mistake: The PS 120 students who had 
not paid the fees were ushered through the “poor 
door” to the auditorium.

And no matter what the excuses from the princi-
pal, separate has never been equal in Queens or the 
rest of this country.

EQUALITY DENIED

How salons can take the lead on safety
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READERS WRITE

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

CORRECTION
In Ridgewood group fi ghts gentrifi cation in the May 22 issue of TimesLedger, the story said the Ridgewood 
Tenants Union was focusing on seven rent-controlled tenants who are being bullied by landlords to leave the 
building.  But it is the rent-stabilized tenants who are targeted.  We regret the error.

Unjustly ignoring a valiant World War II hero

Finding ways to unlock human potential

“March 5, 1945: Hello Folks: 
I am still on the Island of Iwo 
Jima and, before I write any-
thing else, I want to thank God 
I am still living. We just came 
back from the front lines today, 
and we are in assembly area 
now. We got some chow and 
managed to clean up a little. 
It sure is a break to get away 
from all that firing, but I think 
we are going back tomorrow. I 
expect to get back home there 
some day” (USMC Anthony V. 
Manago).

Soon after the surprise air 
attack of Imperial Japan on 

December 7, 1941 upon Pearl 
Harbor, my uncle, Anthony V. 
Manago enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corps Reserve, 
Private First Class. He attend-
ed military boot camp at Par-
ris Island, S.C. in 1943, and did 
one year of advanced infantry 
training in San Francisco and 
Hawaii. Anthony participated 
in action against the Japanese 
at Guam, Marianas Islands on 
Aug. 15, 1944, and in patrols 
against enemy stragglers on 
Guam, Marianas Islands from 
August 19 to November 3, 1944.

From February 19-28, 1945, 
Anthony exhibited extraordi-

nary heroism during the con-
quest of Iwo Jima. On March 
8, 1945, subsequent to the at-
tack of the 3rd Division on the 
strongest point of Japanese 
defenses on central Iwo Jima, 
Anthony was killed in action. 
He was awarded the Purple 
Heart, the “Presidential Unit 
Citation with ribbon bar and 
star” to the assault troops of 
the 5th Amphibious Corps, the 
“Victory Medal World War II” 
and the “Asiatic-Pacific Cam-
paign Medal.” 

On April 20, 1948, New York 
City Mayor William O’Dwyer 
remembered Anthony as a 

veteran “who so honorably 
gave his life that others might 
enjoy peace and freedom.” 
On September 28, 1956, the 
Anthony V. Manago Memo-
rial Post No. 1816 was issued 
a permanent charter by the 
American Legion, and has 
been a focal point for veterans 
and their families in Bedford-
Stuyvesant and Clinton Hill, 
Brooklyn. On June 6, 2006, 
Brooklyn Community Board 
No. 3, in a 40-to-1 vote, recog-
nized Anthony’s valor and 
sacrifice during World War II, 
renaming Taaffe Playground, 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, USMC 

Anthony V. Manago Park.
Two liberal Democratic 

traitors in the New York City 
Council, Letitia James (now 
Public Advocate) and Speaker 
Christine Quinn (now in the 
Cuomo administration) re-
fused to advance a bill for the 
initiative of renaming the city 
park in honor of USMC An-
thony V. Manago, an Italian-
American national hero who 
loved his country enough to 
die for our liberty. Semper 
 fidelis.

Joseph N. Manago
Flushing

The Queens Village Re-
publican Club’s policy is to 
make no endorsements of 
candidates during a Republi-
can primary contest, and this 
certainly applies to the GOP 
presidential races. However 
we may certainly take a look 
at outstanding candidates 
and the pearls of wisdom they 
bring to the table. One presi-
dential hopeful in particular 
who recently declared her 
candidacy, Carly Fiorina, is 
a distinctive voice espousing 
the vision of our Founding 
Fathers and restoring faith in 
the American Dream. Wheth-
er she becomes the presiden-
tial nominee or not, it is im-
perative we listen to what she 
is saying.

One of our greatest presi-
dents, Ronald Reagan, fought 
back against pessimism, gave 
us a sense of real hope and 
inspired confidence during 
a dark period in our history. 
Due to the failed leadership 
of President Jimmy Carter, 
we as a people were stuck in 
the economic and political 
morass of “stagflation,” high 
unemployment, and threats 
from the Soviet Union and 
Iran. We were paralyzed by 
doubt and uncertainty about 
our future. Reagan’s leader-

ship and optimism inspired 
us and ushered in a new era of 
American strength and pride, 
while proving that policies 
like fewer regulations, lower 
taxes and strengthening the 
U.S. Military really did the 
job to change America, fuel-
ing an economic expansion 
not seen in years, as well as 
our triumph in the Cold War. 
While I’m not comparing 
Carly Fiorina to Reagan, it’s 
important to see the parallels 
in the times we live and what 
is her message.

The highest calling for the 
future leaders of our republic, 
as Carly Fiorina puts it, “is to 
unlock the potential of oth-
ers.”  Today, we see a similar 
pessimistic time of domestic 
lawlessness, economic slug-
gishness, growing govern-
ment dependency, and a world 
in peril torn by violence and 
terrorism, brought about by 
our failed liberal progressive 
leadership on a local and na-
tional level. Beset by doubt 
and uncertainty regarding 
our future, and frustration 
with political leaders who 
have lost their way, it’s re-
freshing to hear a candidate 
talk about the founding prin-
ciples of America and the pur-
pose of our nation, in order to 

change our course.
Fiorina’s personal story is 

reason enough to restore our 
faith in the American Dream. 
From a law-school drop-
out, she rose up through the 
ranks to become the CEO of 
Hewlett-Packard, the world’s 
largest tech company. As the 
first woman to lead a Fortune 
50 company, she grew HP to 
become the 11th most profit-
able company in the US and 
doubled revenue to $90 bil-
lion with an innovation rate 
of 11 patents per day. Fiorina 
had her share of anguish and 
defeats, undergoing a double 
mastectomy after a bout 
with breast cancer, which oc-
curred during her campaign 
for the United States Senate 
seat held by Barbara Boxer. 
She also suffered the loss of 
her daughter to addiction. 
But, with great internal cour-
age and the support of a lov-
ing family, with every blow, 
she rose up stronger and 
more determined to succeed. 
Besides being a presidential 
candidate, today she chairs 
one of the world’s leading 
non-profit charities and the 
largest microfinance lender 
in the world, as well as the 
Unlocking Potential Project, 
traveling the country shar-

ing her vision of conservative 
policies to grow the economy, 
create opportunity and un-
lock human potential.

Fiorina talks about un-
locking our human potential, 
which was a fundamental 
principle taught to her by her 
mother at an early age: “What 
you are is God’s gift to you. 
What you make of yourself is 
your gift to God.”

In her address last year at 
The Federalist Society, she 
spoke about our nation that 
was founded on a visionary 
idea that everyone has po-
tential and everyone has the 
right to fulfill their potential. 
The Founding Fathers must 
have understood what her 
mother taught her. They knew 
that “everyone has God given 
gifts. Everyone should have 
the opportunity to find them 
and to use them.” They knew 
that “every life has potential, 
the potential to invent, to cre-
ate, to make the world better, 
to live a life of dignity, pur-
pose and meaning.” She said 
that this is what the Founding 
Fathers meant by life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness.

She said that in order to 
“unleash the potential of ev-
ery American and of our great 
nation in this, the 21st centu-

ry, a love for the Constitution 
and the free society that it en-
visions, must become the bed-
rock commitment for more of 
our legal community, for our 
legislators and for our presi-
dents.” She continued her up-
beat message asserting that 
every problem can be solved 
and that “our opportunity 
is to unlock and unleash the 
potential of this nation, and it 
can be done. But only if con-
servative principles are ap-
plied. It is only our principles 
that can lift people up.”

This is what we have been 
doing and will continue to 
do here in Eastern Queens. 
All politics is local and all 
politics is personal. Elections 
matter, every vote counts and 
every individual plays a lead-
ing role. Too many lives have 
been sacrificed on the altar 
of progressive ideology. Our 
mission is to unlock and un-
leash the potential of Eastern 
Queens and let everyone see 
how our principles will make 
their lives better. This change 
can only happen at the ballot 
box..

Phil Orenstein
President 

Queens Village 
Republican Club
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W
hat is it with our city 
and state leaders con-
cerning teachers and 
schools? Previous 

New York City mayors seem 
to have hated teachers. Gover-
nors in a couple of states have 
done things to debase teach-
ers and now our governor 
is doing the same thing. Do 
these people think that teach-
ers should be obedient, quiet, 
subservient, docile workers? 
Does it scare these people that 
teachers have joined together 
to form unions and fight for 
their rights, for their students 
and to improve the educa-
tion system? Inspired, strong, 
hardworking, fighting teach-
ers help their students and 
inspire them. Every person 

probably remembers one or 
more teachers who inspired or 
helped them.

My fear is that Governor 
Cuomo and others like him dis-
covered that billions of dollars 
are spent on education and that 
business people, hedge fund 
owners, and Wall Street types 
have realized that they can 
cash in on the education busi-
ness and make money. There 
was always money to be made 
in publishing textbooks, sell-
ing school supplies, developing, 
printing, and marking uniform 
tests and creating school net-
works. Now, the  charter school 
craze has opened up a whole 
source of public money to be ob-
tained for private use by people 
who build charter school orga-
nizations.

Groups of all kinds are 
starting schools using public 
money. Charter schools have 
an advantage over the regular 
private schools since they use 
public buildings and public 
money. There are millions to 
be made in New York State so 

business people are support-
ing these Charter schools with 
contributions while planning 
to make millions from servic-
es they can supply. 

The charter schools look 
good on paper, but they are 
not playing on a level playing 
field. Their students score 
high on tests because they 
don’t take, or they only take 
a few, special-needs children, 
ESL students, disruptive and 
children from dysfunctional 
families. Most of these chil-
dren have so many problems 
that they can’t function in a 
regular classroom, or learn 
easily and pass tests. Without 
these children, the charter 
schools look good. These chil-
dren need so much expensive 
individualized help that even 
the regular public schools try 
to put them in regular large 
classes to the detriment of all. 
The charter schools use meth-
ods of teaching their children 
which would not be permitted 
in the public schools.

Cuomo wants new stan-

dardized test scores to make up 
50 percent of a teacher’s evalu-
ation right now, but there are 
so many things wrong with 
this idea. The Common Core 
tests were given in March this 
year but will not be returned 
until September. Who knows 
where the students will be 
next September or what grade 
or students the teachers will 
be teaching? Reports are that 
some reading sections given to 
third graders were also given 
to fifth graders. Many reading 
sections had confusing termi-
nology. Sometimes the grad-
ing is wrong.

This material only came 
out last year and it should take 

at least four or five years for 
the various grades to learn the 
vocabulary and the concepts 
that are being taught by the 
program. Tests should only 
be used to help teachers know 
how much the students know. 
There are too many variables 
in a student’s life for all stu-
dents to do well on a particular 
test on a particular day. 

New immigrants in the 
public schools have to take the 
tests when they arrive even if 
they don’t know English. The 
charter schools have few if any 
of these students. ESL teachers 
fight for their students, so ten-
ure is important to protect them 
from being fired for speaking 
out. Tenure gives them a trial-
like procedure to address any 
charges. Some people want to 
remove tenure. Some teachers 
feel this is only a way to fire 
higher-paid teachers. 

Now Cuomo wants to grant 
tax credits for children in non-
public schools even when our 
schools need so much help. 
When will he get it?

I
’ve been thinking a lot 
about sleep lately. It is a 
topic many complain about 
and discuss occasionally 

with friends and family, but 
it still remains a very mys-
terious topic to most people 
around the world.

After air, water, and food, 
sleep is probably the most es-
sential thing in our lives to 
ensure our health and daily 
functioning. It bears repeating 
that almost all humans spend 
one third of their lives (25-30 
years!) sleeping.

So why do we still know so 
little about this time when our 
brains and our bodies seem to 
turn off? What role does sleep 
play in our overall health? 
What role do dreams play in 
our psychological well being?

When I was a freshman 

in college, I took an introduc-
tory psychology class and the 
professor spent a lot of time 
teaching about sleep and its 
important relationship to our 
waking lives. He also assigned 
us to read a book by a famous 
Stanford sleep researcher, Dr. 
William Dement, called “ Some 
Must Watch While Some Must 
Sleep .” Out of the hundreds of 
books I read in college, that one 
still stands out as groundbreak-
ing and ahead of its time.

There are more than 80 di-
agnosed “sleep disorders” ac-
cording to the American Insti-
tute of Sleep, and many of them 
can only be diagnosed in sleep 
laboratories where patients 
are wired up to electrodes all 
night to monitor their sleep 
and brain waves. The two best-
known disorders are sleep ap-
nea (constricting of breathing 
airwaves that leads to frequent 
arousals each night) and rest-
less leg syndrome (an involun-
tary jerking of the leg which 
awakens those who suffer from 
it and their bedmates).

But sleep and its discon-

tents is a much more multi-
faceted problem and it seems 
to get worse each year despite 
the technological and medi-
cal progress we are making. 
In fact, technology has re-
cently been discovered to be a 
new and onerous impediment 
to good sleep: the more “blue 
light” one is exposed to in the 
hours before sleep, the harder 
it is to fall asleep and this expo-
sure to computer devices also 
negatively impacts the quality 
of one’s sleep.

Teenagers today, many of 
whom desperately need at least 
eight to nine hours of quality 
sleep each night, are tethered to 
their phones in bed, making our 
kids weary and less productive. 
Technology, the great advance 
of the late 20th century, which 
is supposed to make our lives 
better and easier, is actually in 
some ways an impediment to a 
healthier, quieter life.

In addition to technology, 
the major advances in pharma-
ceutical drugs of the 20th cen-
tury may also be a counterpro-
ductive element in our desire 

to lead healthier, better-rested 
lives. Rather than seek natu-
ral and behavioral fi xes to our 
sleep problems, a growing per-
centage of Americans are re-
sorting to quick fi xes in pills. 
These may help in the short-
term, but they can have sig-
nifi cantly deleterious effects 
in the medium- to long-term. 
Chronic dependence, memory 
impairment, and other nega-
tive side effects are now being 
discovered in recent research 
about sleep medications.

More than 70 million 
Americans have chronic sleep 
problems and almost half get 
less than the recommended 
amount of sleep, according to 
a recent Gallup survey. The 
amount of money spent each 
year on sleep-related prod-
ucts—including specialized 
mattresses, white noise ma-
chines, apps that monitor your 
sleep and a wide range of pre-
scription and over-the-counter 
medications—is almost $24 bil-
lion and growing.

What can we do to deal with 
this growing public health 

problem? First of all, we have 
to stop looking at sleep as a sign 
of weakness and prizing those 
who work so hard that they 
are chronically sleep-deprived. 
We have to recognize that our 
teenagers need more sleep, and 
simple fi xes like starting their 
school day later will go a long 
way to help alleviate the prob-
lem. We must begin to educate 
people on the many ways they 
can help themselves get bet-
ter nights of sleep through 
nutrition, sleep hygiene (no 
technology or television in the 
bedroom) and common sense 
approaches such as no food 
just before going to bed, no caf-
feine for at least eight hours be-
fore sleep time, and keeping a 
regular sleep schedule even on 
weekends.

Now, if you’ll excuse me, I 
need to hit the sack.

Tom Allon, the president 
of City & State, NY, is a re-
covering insomniac and a for-
mer Republican and Liberal 
Party–backed candidate for 
mayor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

Sleep cycles come up against the 21st century

Charter schools create an unequal environment
Bob

Harris
n

The Civic 
Scene

T here are millions 
to be made on 

charter schools in 
New York State. 

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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I
t is the place you can grab 
a gallon of milk or a can of 
frosting at midnight, but 
is it possible it is also one 

of those amazingly New York 
things that, like Central Park, 
makes us all a little calmer 
and happier?  

The bodega is what we’re 
talking about today: That hum-
ble store, often as tall as it is 
wide, stocked with every item 
you didn’t expect to fi nd there. 
(Except you sort of did, or why’d 
you go there in the fi rst place?) 

Muffi ns mummifi ed in 
cling wrap, plantain chips both 
salted and un, Hershey bars 
slightly reshaped by global (or 
at least store) warming—all 
these are staples at the typical 
mom-and-pop bodega. 

But you can also fi nd these 
staples—cheaper, bigger, less 
lumpy—at the local supermar-
ket, which is often just a block or 
two farther away. So why would 
anyone patronize the dinky lit-
tle deli when there is a bona fi de 
grocery right across the street?

“Speed!” says Bill Dysel, an 
opera singer and tech manual 
writer. (Yes. Both.) “I often 
run into my local bodega, pay 
and get out within 60 seconds. 
At the grocery everything has 
to be scanned and there are 
long lines. Somehow bodega 
cashiers always know what ev-
erything costs from memory.” 

“And it’s across the street!” 
says Brooklyn’s Isabel Kraut, 
a mom of two. Convenience is 
the key. 

“You can send your kid to 
get milk without any wayward 
glances,” adds another mom, 
Liz Gustafson.

There’s also something of 
the scavenger hunt about the 
bodega. You go in there and 
think, “They can’t possibly 
have a strawberry syrup.” Or, 
“I don’t want to go to the super-

market just for one package of 
onion soup mix.” And then you 
look way, way, waaaaay up on 
the shelf—and there it is! 

Maybe slightly past its sell-
by date. Maybe 29 cents more 
than at the grocery. But still. 
Score.

But even beyond the speed 
and clown-car quality of being 
stuffed with a million items 
you can’t believe all fi t, there is 
another draw. 

“The cat!” says Eileen Mul-
lin, a web designer in Rego 
Park.

Well, yes, but beyond that, 
too. I’m talking about the two-
footed friends. The people. 

“I’ve run to my local bode-
gas to grab sodas or snacks a 
few times and realized I didn’t 
have enough cash on me. And 
rather than run to the ATM 
and back, the owners—who 
know me as a regular—have let 
it go with the promise that I’ll 
bring back the full amount the 
next day,” says Inwood’s Jena 
Tesse Fox, a writer. “You can’t 
do that in a supermarket.”  

“On Monday when I needed 

an avocado, I went to get one 
at the bodega and the owner 
said, ‘They’re not so good, 
but they’re the only ones we 
have today,’ ” reports social re-
searcher Marla Sherman. She 
skipped the purchase, but that 
is the way bodega owners win 
hearts. They’re on our side. 

“When I lived on 10th Street, 
I liked the bodega on Second 
Ave and 10th because they 
would feed snacks to Dooley—
little pieces of turkey,” says 
journalist Adrienne Press. 
Dooley was her basset hound. 

Homemade food also lures 
us in. In the backroom or up-
stairs, some grandma is mak-
ing pakoras, or tacos. I was in 
an East Elmhurst bodega the 
other day that sold homemade 
glazed fruit. And the smells are 
irresistible, too. 

“At the bodega on my cor-
ner, they always seem to be 
making bacon,” says lawyer 
Diane Glass. She keeps kosher, 
but it’s not verboten to pass by 
and sniff!

As the years go by and re-
lationships deepen, the family 

bodega owners become our ex-
tended family, too.  

“When my mom had a severe 
stroke, the owner of the local 
mini-market saw me through 
his window, walking home from 
the hospital in tears,” market-
ing consultant Amanda Hass 
recalls. “It’s a bit of a blur, but 
he made sure I had food. And, 
years later, he made the platters 
to feed folks after she died. He 
let me ‘borrow’ his best worker 
to help me move her belongings. 
Twice. So hell yeah, I don’t mind 
paying a premium.” 

When you live in a city 
where the people who sell you 
your gum also lend you money, 
love your dog, and see you 
through life’s biggest transi-
tions, you live in a city that 
cushions the slings and arrows 
of daily life.

Let us raise a cup of $1 cof-
fee, then, to the very best bo-
dega in New York City. 

The one down your block.
Lenore Skenazy is a pub-

lic speaker and founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids. 

COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical Soci-
ety, the Times–Ledger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history.

A
ward-winning song-
writer, composer and 
singer Burt Freeman 
Bacharach was born 

in Kansas City, Missouri on 
May 12, 1928. His father, Bert 
Bacharach, was a well-known 
syndicated newspaper colum-
nist. He showed a gift for mu-
sic early, forming a 10-piece 
band while a student at Forest 
Hills High School in Queens 
and playing piano at the offi-
cers’ club on Governors Island 
while serving in the Army in 
the early 1950s. In a career 
spanning seven decades from 
the Brill Building to Holly-

wood and beyond, Bacharach 
has gained fame through mu-
sical arrangements for film, 
television and famous stars in-
cluding Dionne Warwick and 
Neil Diamond. He currently 
lives in Brookville, New York 
and continues to perform. 

As a teenager in Queens, a 
young Bacharach often used 
a fake ID to sneak into Man-
hattan nightclubs to listen to 
jazz greats including Dizzy 
Gillespie, who were a major in-
fluence on his development as 
a musician. After majoring in 
music at McGill University in 
Montreal and serving a brief 
stint in the Army, he worked as 
a pianist for Vic Damone and 
other established artists, and 
toured with Marlene Dietrich 
as her musical director.

While working at the Brill 
Building, which Bacharach 
dubbed a “music factory,” an 
introduction to lyricist Hal Da-
vid in 1957 proved a big break. 
The duo quickly formed a pro-
ductive partnership, writing 
Billboard hit singles for Perry 
Como and Marty Robbins.

In the 1960s, the pair contin-
ued their hit streak, composing 
their first of 22 Billboard Top 
40 hits for Dionne Warwick. 
Over several decades, songs 
such as “Walk on By,” “Do You 
Know the Way to San Jose?” 
and “That’s What Friends Are 
For” shot the young songwrit-
ers to enduring musical star-
dom. During this period, they 
also composed pieces for other 
musical legends including 
Bobby Vinton, The Shirelles, 
The Beatles, Tom Jones and 
countless others.

Bacharach and his partner 
soon garnered greater fame 
and recognition composing 
and arranging soundtracks 
for Broadway shows, televi-
sion and Hollywood. While 

they are perhaps best known 
for their Oscar-winning work 
“Raindrops Keep Falling on 
My Head” for “Butch Cassidy 
and the Sundance Kid,” the 
pair also collaborated on 
the 1968 musical “Promises, 
Promises” and other films in 
the 1970s and 1980s.

Although the epic collabo-
ration between the two fell 
apart in the 1970s, numerous 
pop, country and new wave 
artists continue to breathe 
new life into their works. The 
award-winning songwriter 
and musician has long since 
emerged from the shadows of 
bringing fame to other artists, 
and draws fans of all ages to 
his live performances.

The 1990s brought Bachar-
ach’s hits to a new generation 
of followers with the “Aus-
tin Powers” spy comedy tril-
ogy and 1998’s “Painted from 
Memory” collaboration with 
Elvis Costello. He made cameo 
appearances in all three “Aus-
tin Powers” movies. 

The hitmaker has contin-

ued to entertain audiences 
well into the new century. He 
wrote his own lyrics for his 
2005 album “At This Time,” 
which included guest perform-
ers Rufus Wainwright and 
rapper Dr. Dre. The following 
year he appeared in an episode 
of “American Idol” dedicated 
to his work and even sang 
about an auto accident in a 
Geico car insurance commer-
cial. In 2011 Bacharach and 
his former partner Hal David 
were awarded the Library 
of Congress Gershwin Prize 
for Popular Song for lifetime 
contributions to the musical 
genre, and two years later he 
released his autobiography 
“Anyone Who Had a Heart.” 
He continues to remain active 
and in step with the times. 

Notable Quote: Never be 
ashamed to write a melody that 
people remember. 

For further information, 
call the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit our website at www.as-
torialic.org.

Burt Bachrach’s style has kept up with the times

What bodegas do that supermarkets never can

n

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio will be the 
grand marshal of this year’s Queens 
Pride Parade in Jackson Heights on 
June 7, one year after he became the 
first mayor to march. The second larg-
est pride parade in the city, now in its 
23rd year, will step off at noon at 89th 
Street and follow a lavender line down 
37th Avenue to 75th Street.

“When I founded the Queens Les-
bian and Gay Pride Committee over 20 
years ago, I was hopeful that we would 
increase the visibility of the LGBT 
community in Queens in a positive 
and impactful way,” City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
said. “Having the Mayor of the City of 
New York as our Grand Marshal shows 
just how far we’ve come. The Mayor’s 
presence is an acknowledgment that 
the LGBT community in Queens and 
throughout the city is visible, welcome 
and included.”

More than 40,000 spectators are ex-
pected for the parade, with the No. 7 
subway line running that day, a Sun-
day. The parade will carry the theme; 
“Pride-Strength-Unity.” A street festi-

val with more than one hundred ven-
dors will take place at 75th Street and 
37th Road and performances will take 
place on two stages from 1:30 to 6 p.m.

CeCe Peniston will perform her hit 
“Finally” and other songs from the 
Festival Stage.

“I’m very proud of all the people 
who pour countless volunteer hours 
into making this event so special every 
year,” Dromm said. “I look forward to 
many more years of this celebration of 
LGBT pride in Queens.”

Dromm’s office is sponsoring a 
kickoff event at Diversity Plaza on 
June 6. Flushing Town Hall will pres-
ent performances by local artists who 
identify as LGBTQ.

“The show will include poets, danc-
ers, singers and musicians,” Dromm 
said. “It is a great way to celebrate 
LGBT pride.” The free program be-
gins at 5 p.m. and will include former 
Queens Poet Laureate Paolo Javier, 
singer and songwriter Gabriella Cal-
lender, the SALGA Dance Team and 
pianist Jaun Valencia.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Mayor Bill de Blasio will be the grand marshal of the Queens Pride Parade in Jackson 
Heights June 7. Photo by Rob Bennett

Mayor to lead Jax Hts 
Queens Pride Parade

SPECIAL LOW RATE!
R A T E S  A S  L O W  A S

%5.95 APR*

Apply for a Personal Loan today!
1-800-LOAN-MCU | nymcu.org 

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher 

based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic payroll 

deduction as method of repayment. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will 

increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discontinue payment 

through payroll deduction or direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 60 

monthly payments of $19.31 on each $1,000 borrowed at 5.95% APR. Rates 

and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. 

Membership is required.

To meet your important or  
unexpected needs:

Bill consolidation or family expenses

New appliances, furniture or household goods

Tuition or other education expenses

MCU  
Personal Loans –   
a simple solution.

Get more news, views and information at 

www.TimesLedger.com
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$100 REBATE*
ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheer

(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

1 Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

2 Pirouette® Window Shadings

(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

2 Silhouette® Window Shadings

(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades

(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

Shine the light. Design the light.
Hunter Douglas window fashions allow you to design with light in so many ways.
Illuminate, soften or darken your spaces. Create a shimmering glow, dramatic rays, a 
soothing retreat. Ask for details.

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

,VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 5/5/15 – 6/30/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid 
reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months 
after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All 
trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

SKYLINE® GLIDING WINDOW PANELS
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SATURDAY JUNE 6TH ADOPTION SPECIAL: 
FREE ADOPTIONS FOR THE FIRST 200 APPROVED ADOPTERS

36 Hour 
Pet Adoption Event

Over 700 Dogs, Cats, Puppies & Kittens Available for Adoption

JUNE 6   7&

Presenting Sponsor:FOLLOW US ON:
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���������������������
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OPEN SAT 9AM THRU SUN 9PM

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 
25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Whitestone 
remembers vets

The Cub Scouts of Pack 255 find a shady spot during the speeches in Whitestone Veterans Memorial Park. 

Emma Douglas (l) and Catalina Sanchez 
from the Girl Scoot troop at St. Mel's car-
ry a remembrance of PFC James Prevete, a 
Whitestone neighbor killed in Iraq in 2004. 

The powers that be meet at the park, (from l-r) Msgr. John Tosi of St. 
Luke Church, 109th Pct. Deputy Inspector Thomas Conforti and Rabbi 
Steve Alexman, head of the Whitestone Hebrew Centre.

Whitestone Grand Marshal James Dunn, a Vietnam War vet, 
waves from the lead car. 

Photos by Michael Shain
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Thousands of people have signed a 
petition to keep Forest Hills’ Barnes & 
Noble open. 

“Its closure would signify the loss 
of Forest Hills’ only book store and a 
community cornerstone which also at-
tracts patrons from beyond the imme-
diate neighborhood,” wrote Michael 
Perlman, the author of the petition and 
a community activist. 

According to a spokesman for 
Barnes & Noble, the bookstore’s Forest 
Hills location has a lease that is about 
to expire and there is a chance that it 
will not be renewed. 

The petition, which is on change.
org and was created May 15, has more 
than 4,000 signatures. It is addressed 
to Muss Development, the holders of 
the retail space. It is also addressed 
to Barnes & Noble and New York City 
elected officials. 

“Barnes & Noble on Austin Street 
first drew me to Forest Hills and was 
one of the reasons I decided to move 
here,” one of the petitioners wrote in 

the letter. “It is a valuable resource for 
all Forest Hills residents, as well as for 
those who shop there from neighbor-
ing [areas] such as Kew Gardens and 
Jackson Heights. Its existence here en-
hances the quality of life for all of us 
in the area. The lease for the Barnes & 
Noble store must be renewed.”

The bookstore has been in the area 
since 1995 and occupies a 22,000-square-
foot space on two floors, according to 

Forest Hills fi ghts
for Barnes & Noble

1504 OLD COUNTRY ROAD, WESTBURY, NY 11590 
Next to P.F. Chang’s, east end of The Mall at The Source

FortunoffJewelry.com | 800.636.7886

PEARL RESTYLING EVENT
Join our pearl specialists on June 11th and 12th,

and they will help you create new designs.

Save 30% off 

For All Your 
Health Food Needs

Bibles, spiritual books, CDs, DVDs and much more

Hours of operation: 

Northeastern Adventist books 
and Health Food Center

Continued on Page 46

Forest Hills residents are fighting to keep 
their Barnes & Noble on Austin Street open.  

Google Earth
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BY BILL PARRY

Elected officials joined the Queens 
Library interim president and dozens 
of parents in a call for more library 
funding at a Tuesday rally outside 
the Jackson Heights branch. Librar-
ies across the city are advocating for 
an increase in operating expenses of 
$65 million, and full funding of capital 
needs of $1.4 billion citywide over ten 
years.

The increased operating expenses 
would be used to hire more than 200 
library staff, to keep libraries in ev-
ery community open at least six days 
a week, and to increase programs and 
library materials that are available 
to library customers. Queens Library 
in Jackson Heights is one of the most 
heavily used libraries in Queens, 
crowded at every hour with parents 
and students, English learners and 
others.

“Our public libraries are sanctuar-
ies for our children and learning cen-
ters for adults,” state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) said. “I strongly 
urge Mayor Bill de Blasio and the City 
Council speaker to provide an addi-
tional $65 million in funding to have 
all our libraries open six days a week. 
We all use our libraries and it is very 
important to keep investing in them 
so we have state-of-the-art facilities for 
our community.”

State Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) called li-
braries the “heart of our community” 
that serves many purposes. ““They 
provide cultural programming, access 
to the Internet, and critical services 

like ESL and financial literacy classes, 
which are a lifeline for immigrants and 
New Yorkers living in underserved 
communities,” he said.

Queens Library Interim President 
and CEO Bridget Quinn-Carey added, 
“We’ve had to turn away over a thou-
sand people from our ESOL (language) 
classes because we just didn’t have 
enough resources.”

Meanwhile, three Queens Library 
branches won awards and monetary 
prizes at this year’s NYC Neighbor-
hood Library Awards, celebrating the 
best branches citywide. The Langston 
Hughes Library in Corona was de-
clared one of five grand prize winners 
and received $20,000 in award money. 
The Cambria Heights and Sunnyside 
libraries were declared runner-ups 
by a panel of judges, each receiving 
$10,000. 

The contest was funded by the Rev-
son Foundation and the Stavros Niar-
chos Foundation.

D’Alessandro dies at 66

Rally for library funds
On this Memorial Day, let us not 
forget the men and women of our 

Armed Services and those veterans who 
have served our nation with honor. 

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

St. Agnes Academic 
High School

  718-353-6276    www.stagneshs.org
13-20 124th St. College Point, NY 11356 

Science Camp
Girls grades 6th-8th

July 6th-9th 
9:00am to 11:00am

$100

Cheer Camp
Girls grades 1st-5th

July 7th-9th 
9:00am to 11:00am

$65
Dance Camp

Girls grades 3rd-8th
July 13th-16th 

9:00am to 10:30am
$75

Basketball Camp
Girls grades 6th-8th

July 13th-16th 
9:00am to 12:00pm

$80

Register for Summer Camp!

Class of 2015

Congratulations to the

Sarah Estevez, Valedictorian
Amanda Masillo, Salutatorian

State Sen. Jose Peralta addresses a Jackson 
Heights rally calling for additional funding 
to keep all library branches open 6 days a 
week. Photo courtesy Queens Library

Joseph John D’Alessandro Sr., who 
operated D’Alessandro’s Food Market 
in Flushing with his four brothers, died 
May 21 at the age of 66 following a long 
battle with pancreatic cancer.

D’Alessandro’s and later 
D’Alessandro’s Corner Grill in Bayside, 
are part of a 47-year family-owned busi-
ness started by his late father, Antonio 
D’Alessandro.

Joseph D’Alessandro is survived by 
seven of his siblings and his mother, Fi-
lomena D’Alessandro, as well as by his 
son, Joseph D’Alessandro Jr., his daugh-
ter, Linda D’Alessandro and his wife, 
Mindy Damianou.

He was diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer in 2012, but it went into remis-
sion following six months of chemo-
therapy and radiation treatment. But 
it was later discovered that the cancer had metastasized and spread to his lungs 
and other organs, at which point, he could no longer tolerate another round of 
treatment, according to Linda D’Alessandro.

Joseph D’Alessandro lost his life to the same disease as his brother, John 
D’Alessandro, in 2009 and his sister, Josephine, in 2014.

The family did not disclose any funeral information.
                                                                                      ~Tom Momberg

JOSEPH JOHN D’ALESSANDRO SR.
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HOW THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 
IMPACTS OLDER ADULTS 

The Future of Medicare & Medicaid in New York

Hear From The Experts at FREE Flushing House Seminars

Call Robert Salant at 347–532–3025 to RSVP or: rsalant@uam.org

   

Ronald Fatoullah, Esq., 
Elder Law Attorney: 
Medicaid eligibility rules are 

rapidly changing. Fatoullah gives an overview 
of the Medicaid program and explains how to 
protect one’s assets in the event long-term health 
care is needed. He will also review five essential 
legal documents that seniors should have—the 
importance of a 1. Last will and testament 2. 
Power of attorney 3. Health care proxy 4. Living 
will and 5. Living trust.

    

Maria Alvarez, Executive Director, 
NY StateWide Senior Action Council 
& Eric Hausman, Independent 

Medicare Consultant: Alvarez and Hausman will address 
the entire range of beneficiary issues, i.e., how changes to 
coverage through Medicare, Managed Care and Medicaid, 
under new regulations of the ACA and Medicaid Re-
Design/Expansion in New York, are impacting the scope, 
choice and delivery of benefits and services for older adults. 
Hausman was the former Lead Trainer for the New York 
State   Health Insurance Information Counseling ssistance 
Program (HIICAP), providing training to Medicare 
counselors across the state.  He previously worked in 
Medicare  operations at Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield.

   

Ann-Margaret 
Carrozza, Esq., Elder 
Law Attorney: Seniors 

must know how to protect their homes. 
Carrozza explores asset protection trusts 
for the primary residence and estate tax 
planning, in light of Federal estate tax 
changes. She will also update seniors on 
how to get the long-term care they need 
through Medicaid, while still protecting 
their assets.

College Point 
and Laurelton 

on parade
State Sen. James Sanders dressed for the 
weather, in seersucker jacket and summer hat, 
at the parade.  Photo by Nat Valentine

At the College Point Memorial Day parade, two 
flag bearers march off into the sunset.  

Photo by Zerline Alvarez

The cadets of Francis Lewis High School's Junior ROTC are an 
impressive sight marching up College Point Boulevard.  

Photo by Zerline Alvarez

Members of Boy Scout Troop 144 carry their colors down Francis Lewis 
Boulevard in the annual Laurelton Memorial Day Parade.  Photo by Nat Valentine

The color guard for American Legion Ppost 1946 of Springfield 
Gardens, the parade sponsors, casts a long shadow as it 
marches through Laurelton.  Photo by Nat Valentine
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Limited Vendor Space Available  CALL 646-230-0668

Entertainment 
Schedule:

Joe Fuoco (12 Noon throughout the day) 

Zippy the Clown (1PM – 4PM)

69th Lane Dance Studio -

Yoga Demonstration (1PM – 2PM)

Maspeth Martial Arts (2PM-3PM)

Metorana (Performing throughout the day)

Plus more Show times 

subject to change

IN COOPERATION WITH MASPETH KIWANIS & MASPETH LIONS 

GRAND AVENUE FESTIVAL
65th to 71st Streets .

—  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  D O N O R S :  —
Aiello & Cannick
Grand Florist
Home Hunters Real Estate
Isabella’s Ices

Maspeth Bingo Hall
Masone, White, Penkava & 
Cristofari
Margaret Fitzsimmons DDS

Martin Luther School
Maspeth Town Hall
Maspeth Lock & Safe
O'Kane Realty

Papavero Funeral Home
69th Street Beverage
Joan M. Sammon, Realtor
Maspeth Press Printers

—  N E W S P A P E R  S P O N S O R S :  —

 

Don’t Miss the Fun!

—  C O R P O R A T E  D O N O R S :  —

Sunday, May 31, 2015
12 Noon to 5 PM

Festivities in 
Forest Hills

This marcher represents the wings of freedom. Photo by Zerline Alvarez

An Army veteran applauds as the Forest Hills 
American Legion Post leaders kick off the annu-
al Memorial Day march down from the Gardens to 
Middle Village.  Photo by Tom Momberg

The All-City High School Marching Band pays close at-
tention to the lead drummer.  Photo by Zerline Alvarez

The curb along Metropolitan Avenue serves as the grandstand for people who came out for Forest Hill's 
Memorial Day Parade.  Photo by Zerline Alvarez
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Join the hundreds of students who have committed to

THE LIU BROOKLYN
EXPERIENCE
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LIU Brooklyn delivers a unique college experience for every student seeking academic enrichment 
and professional opportunity. Upon graduation, our students join a community of more than 
�������	���
��	��	����
�	������	�������	��	�����	���	��������	

Apply today and learn more about program 
and degree options. liu.edu/apply 

• Accounting
• The Arts
• Health Sciences

• Media
• Education
• Business

• Technology
• Nursing
• Public Service

June 2
Transfer Tuesday

June 4
Freshman and Transfer 

Registration Day

SIGN UP

Find out.

to win 
for your chance Enter

Grand Prize Drawing*
40” LCD TV

First Prize Drawing*
Vera Bradley Large Duffel

Join Us for Our
20th Anniversary Celebration

*Sweepstakes date is Saturday, June 6, 2015. You do not need to be a customer of the Bank to enter and win. No purchase or bank transaction is necessary and it will not improve your chances of winning. One entry per person. The odds of winning the Grand Prize (40” LCD TV with an approximate 
retail value of $454.98) or the First Prize (Vera Bradley Large Duffel with an approximate retail value of $85.00) depend on the number of eligible entries received at the Fresh Meadows 20th Anniversary Celebration taking place from Monday, June 1, 2015 through Saturday, June 6, 2015. Two prize 
winners will be selected by random Sweepstakes drawing on June 6, 2015 shortly after 2:00pm from all eligible entries submitted. The first random drawing will win the Grand Prize noted above. The second random drawing will win the First Prize noted above. You must be at least 18 years or older 
and a resident of the State of New York to enter. Entry Forms and Official Rules are available Monday, June 1, 2015 to Saturday, June 6, 2015 during normal business hours at the Fresh Meadows branch of Queens County Savings Bank, a division of New York Community Bank, located at 61-49 
188 Street, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365. For all terms and conditions of the Fresh Meadows 20th Anniversary Celebration, please visit http://www.myNYCB.com/promotion/freshmeadows.pdf or stop by the Fresh Meadows branch of Queens County Savings Bank, a division of New York Community 
Bank, located at 61-49 188 Street, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365.
New York Community Bank is not affiliated with WFAN in any way. 
All rights reserved.  Vera Bradley is not a participant in or a sponsor of this promotion.                                     © 2015 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Fresh Meadows Branch: 61-49 188 Street • Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 • (718) 454-6600

June 1st 

 June 6th
to

SPECIAL EVENT WFAN Fan Van
Free Popcorn Cart
 

June 6th 12pm - 2pm

Stop by the branch and receive a Travel Mug.
While supplies last.

Special Offer
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The angry man who mur-
dered his ex-girlfriend in the 
parking lot of Resorts World 
Casino Tuesday before being 
killed by police in Brooklyn 
sent threatening text messag-
es to her family members after 
he shot her, police said.

According to police, ex-con-
vict Dalton Branch, 51, from 
Brooklyn, shot and killed his 
ex-girlfriend, Patricia Moham-
med,55, from Brooklyn, after 
an altercation in the parking 
lot of Resorts World Casino 
in South Ozone Park, where 
shots rang out. Police were 
called to the scene after the 
incident and found Moham-
med with gunshot wounds to 
the torso. She was taken to Ja-
maica Hospital by emergency 
services and pronounced dead 
at the hospital, police said. Her 
boyfriend, who was near Mo-
hammed and also shot at by 
Branch, was not injured, the 
NYPD said.

After an initial investiga-
tion, police said that a white 
Dodge Charger was identified 
as the vehicle that Branch 

used to flee the scene. 
In a press conference near 

the Brooklyn scene where 

police fatally shot Branch in 
a shoot-out, NYPD Chief of 
Detectives Robert Boyce said 

police had used his cell phone 
site data to track him down 
while he was texting and call-

ing Mohammed’s relatives 
with taunting and threatening 
messages such as calling him-
self the “grim reaper.” 

Branch was tracked by 
Queens Warrant Squad, a ser-
geant, detective, and police of-
ficer, all in plainclothes, who 
were operating a white un-
marked department van and 
located the vehicle fitting the 
description outside a parking 
lot on 875 Pennsylvania Ave. 
in Brooklyn, police said. When 
the officers approached the ve-
hicle, Branch started firing 
shots and police fired back, 
thhe NYPD said. Branch, who 
suffered 15 gunshot wounds, 
was taken to Brookdale Uni-
versity Hospital and Medical 
Center, where he was pro-
nounced dead, police said.  

Police said they recovered 
a .380-caliber semiautomatic 
handgun, shell casings and 
a box of ammunition at the 
scene in Brooklyn. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

A .380 caliber semi-automatic handgun and additional ammunition were recovered at the scene where police 
fatally shot a jilted man said to have killed his ex-girlfriend outside Resorts World Casino.   Photo by NYPD

Casino gunman shot dead by police
Dalton Branch, 51, gunned down his girlfriend in Resorts World Parking lot before dying
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Your Future Starts NOW!

Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

SECURITY GUARD TRAINING

OSHA

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674

INSTRUCTORS WANTED
HHA - Spanish & English
EKG, Phlebotomy, CNA

a division of

and Q24, Q56and Q58, Q55, B52, B26, B54
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Flushing, New York, May 
29, 2015 -- Live Jazz will be 
heard throughout the eve-
ning on Friday, June 19, 2015, 
as a group of talented artists 
bring their love and concern 
for the elderly to new heights 
on the Flushing House roof-
top!

“Jazz Up In The Sky” takes 
place at the top of Flushing 
House, New York State’s larg-
est, not-for-profit, Indepen-
dent Living retirement com-
munity, located in Flushing.  
This is our second fundraiser 
featuring three live jazz quar-
tets, and all proceeds benefit 
the not-for-profit Flushing 
House endowment fund. 

Headlining the evening’s 
entertainment is world-fa-
mous and gifted singer Debo-
rah Davis, backed by her own 
group - Deborah Davis And A 
Few Good Men.  This inter-
national jazz vocalist has ap-
peared with legendary greats 
like Ray Brown and Lionel 
Hampton.  She’s performed at 
The Blue Note, Birdland, Vil-
lage Vanguard, The Rainbow 

Room, for dignitaries at the 
United Nations and President 
Bill Clinton.  In 2004 Deborah 
and her band represented the 
U.S. as Jazz Ambassadors 
to Latin America.  A former 
member of The Shirells, she’s 
jammed with Bon Jovi and 
Billy Joel, opened for Diana 

Ross, Celine Dion, Eric Clap-
ton, Alicia Keys and more.

Join other jazz fans at 
Flushing House, Friday, 
June 19, 2015, and help make 
“Jazz Up In The Sky” a blow-
out success!  The 7:00 p.m. to 
11:00 p.m. festival features 
music by two other popular 

local jazz quartets: Christi 
Gehrisch heads up The Low-
down Stompers, specializing 
in music of the 1920’s, 30’s 
and 40’s, including New Or-
leans Jazz, Swing, and the 
American Songbook; Steve 
Peppas heads up The Luck 
Tones, four local seniors who 
play jazz standards plus clas-
sical jazz.  

The festival   includes a 
gourmet feast, wine and beer, 
all served on the Flushing 
House rooftop, with a dance 
floor that boasts spectacu-
lar views of New York’s pan-
oramic skyline. 

Also featured is an Art 
Show & Sale, with original 
creations donated by Flush-
ing House supporters.  So for a 
few bucks more, fans can pur-
chase one-of-a-kind artwork 
at very reasonable prices! 

Attendance is by reserva-
tion only and limited to the 
first 200 persons who RSVP by 
June 15th.  For single RSVPs, 
your tax-deductible cover 
charge is $100 ($150 couples).  
For phone sales call Karen 

Lofgren at (347) 532-3023 or 
email Karen@uam.org.  Or get 
our Ticket Sales Form online 
at JazzUpInTheSky.com and 
click on the “Tickets” link.  
Or make checks payable to 
Flushing House, write “Jazz 
Up In The Sky” on the memo 
line and mail to Robert F. Sal-
ant, c/o Flushing House, 38-20 
Bowne Street, Flushing, NY 
11354.  Include your return ad-
dress, as tickets will be mailed 
out and must be turned in at 
the event. 

On June 19th, Deborah Da-
vis, Christi Gehrisch and Steve 
Peppas will make their way to 
the Flushing House rooftop.  
Will you be there to cheer them 
on?  For more information 
visit: JazzUpInTheSky.com. 

Built in 1974, Flushing 
House is the largest, not-for-
profit “Independent Living” 
retirement community in New 
York State.  Go to www.flush-
inghouse.com  for more infor-
mation.

Contact: Robert F. Salant 
(347) 532-3025 rsalant@uam.
org 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Flushing House Hosts “Jazz Up In The Sky” June 19th!

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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BY MADINA TOURE

A former resident of a 
Bronx homeless shelter 
pleaded not guilty in the 
fatal shooting death of a 
Whitestone woman, who 
was the shelter’s direc-
tor, Bronx District At-
torney Robert Johnson 
announced Tuesday.

West Spruill, 39, en-
tered a not guilty plea to 
murder, kidnapping and 
criminal possession of 
a weapon in Bronx Su-
preme Court, Johnson 
said. If convicted, Spruill 
faces life in prison. The 
case was adjourned until 
Thursday.

Ana Charle, 36, a 
native of Spain and a 
mother of two, was shot 
and killed April 27 al-
legedly by Spruill, a for-
mer resident of Project 
Renewal’s Bronx Boule-
vard, a homeless shelter 
at 4380 Bronx Blvd. in 
the Wakefield section of 
the Bronx, according to 
the Bronx district attor-
ney’s office.

Spruill, who was a 
resident of the shelter 
up until early January, 
allegedly approached 
Charle as she got into 
her car, got in and forced 
her to drive to a more se-
cluded area a block and a 
half away, according to 

Johnson.
Witnesses said she 

fled from the car naked 
and Spruill, also naked, 
followed her with a gun, 
Johnson said.

He chased her down 
and shot her multiple 
times, Johnson added. 
He fled on foot but was 
captured, clothed, not 
longer after and nearby, 
the DA said.

Charle’s 9-year-old 
and 11-year-old daugh-
ters are currently at the 
center of a custody battle 
between their father, Je-
sus Manuel Olivo, who 
lives in the Bronx, and 
Charle’s father, Dr. Car-
los Charle, a retired an-
esthesiologist who wants 
to take the daughters 
back to Spain, the New 
York Post reported. 

A party and silent 
auction, hosted by Rienas 
& Brown Wealth, will be 
held June 25 from 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. at Rory Dolans 
at 890 McLean Ave. in 
Yonkers to raise funds 
for the girls’ college edu-
cation.  The restaurant 
donated the space and 
the food.

Reach reporter Ma-
dina Toure by e-mail at 
mtoure@ cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Ex-shelter resident 
charged: Bronx DA

1.01%
APY1

11-Month CD

1Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. The 
minimum balance to earn the stated APY for the 11-month CD is $500. The minimum balance to open the account 
for the 11-month CD is $500.  The interest rate remains fixed until maturity. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals 
before maturity. Fees could reduce earnings. The promotional CD must be opened with new money not currently on 
deposit with the Bank. The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion 
of the bank at any time.

© 2015 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

Saving today 

Great Rate CD!
with a  

Only $500 minimum to 
open and earn interest!

WEST SPRUILL
                                           Photo courtesy Bronx DA's Office

Contact the newsroom: 

• 718-260-4545 • 

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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WE ARE OPEN LATE! WE ARE OPEN LATE! 
Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 5/29/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

20k miles, Stk#3788

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2012 Mercedes E350, 20k 11628 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Acura TL, 17k 7918 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes C300, 14k  3824 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995

 FIND YOUR PERFECT FIND YOUR PERFECT

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A  
OVER 3,000 CARSOVER 3,000 CARS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

*Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be applied to advertised cars. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY
RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 5/29/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

43k miles, Stk#3793

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k  8314 $6,995
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

 MATCH WITH MATCH WITH

CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET!
TO CHOOSE FROM!TO CHOOSE FROM!
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The Tale of Two de Blasios

A de Blasio rent freeze and his push for stricter Albany rent laws is 
not only one big contradiction, it will destroy affordable housing 
for the millions of New Yorkers who depend on it.

“I provide affordable housing 
for 5 families in Harlem.”

“I provide affordable housing 
for 6 families in Bay Ridge.”

“I provide affordable housing 
for 8 families in Park Slope.”

• “Rent is the number one expense for New Yorkers.”
• Wants stricter Albany rent laws and a rent freeze 
that prevents landlords from paying the bills.

• His tenants pay $100,000 in rent.
• He can cover his bills by raising his tenants’ rent.

LANDLORD de BLASIOMAYOR de BLASIO

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT

 

 

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Welcome to Summer Sessions  
at York College!

Three Great Sessions To Choose From In 2015
 Session I Session I Extended Session II

June 1 - June 21  June 1 - July 20  June 29 - July 22

Welcome to Summer Sessions  
at York College!

Three Great Sessions To Choose From In 2015
 Session I Session I Extended Session II

June 1 - June 21  June 1 - July 20  June 29 - July 22

  Satisfy Prerequisites. Be ready for Fall 2015 by getting a prerequisite done in  
the summer!

  Fulfill General Education Requirements. Jumpstart achieving your academic  
goals by taking introductory courses this summer.

  Smaller Class Sizes. Get personalized instruction and get to know more of  
your classmates.

  Earn Credits. Shorten the time to graduation by taking extra courses.

  Improve Your GPA. Concentrate on a lightened load and earn a grade that  
will raise your GPA.

  Work & Study. Course offerings throughout the day, evening and online so  
you can take that summer job and continue to make progress towards  
graduation.

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.
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Vietnam War veteran, was 
selected as the parade’s grand 
marshal. Sentimental about 
his own experiences in ar-
tillery battery and with the 
Marines, Dunn said it is im-
portant to continue to honor 
anyone who has served the 
country, regardless of how 
long they have been in civilian 
life.

“For those of you veterans 
that are with us, welcome 

home and thank you for your 
service. For those of you who 
are not with us, today is for 
you,” Dunn said.

The choral group from PS 
193 delivered the crowd from 
the somber spirit, return-
ing to one of celebration. The 
children filled the field with 
music, singing the National 
Anthem and “America, the 
Beautiful.”

Some of those present dur-
ing the ceremony were city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer, 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz, state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), Sen. Toby Stavisky 

(D-Flushing), Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) and 
Assemblyman Edward Braun-
stein (D-Bayside).

Stringer said participating 
in Memorial Day events is a 
simple way to help shape the 
attitude toward veterans and 
influence the city to provide 
them with more services.

“We have to have a special 
understanding and commit-
ment for our veterans when 
they do come home … we, as 
a city, should be doing a much 
better job of making it easier 
to be a veteran in the city of 
New York,” Stringer said.

rial Day,” Sutton said. “It is 
a sacred, hallowed day. It is 
the day that our families and 
we veterans as the greatest 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, ma-
rines and coast guardsmen in 
the world, come together with 
communities, in places like 
Little Neck and Douglaston.”

Members of northeast 
Queens and Long Island com-
munities came out in great 
number Monday. If they 
weren’t on the sides of the 

parade route rooting on par-
ticipants and paying tribute to 
the ex-military men and wom-
en around them, they were 
marching in the parade.

There were simply too 
many organizations that par-
ticipated in the parade to name 
them all, but they marched to 
the drums of over a dozen pres-
tigious military, city agency 
and community marching 
pipe bands and drum corps.

Recognized during the holi-
day events as Man and Woman 
of the Year were Carl Mattone 
of the Mattone Group LLC 
and restaurateur, author and 
television host Lidia Bastian-

ich. The Community Service 
Award was presented to Jerry 
Vilbig, a U.S. Marine and Ko-
rean War veteran.

John Rowan of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America and May-
or Bill de Blasio served as hon-
orary grand marshals. Other 
parade marshals were Richard 
Weinberg, Robert McGarry, 
Sebastiano D’Agostino, Vince 
McGowan, Patrick Gualtieri 
and Joseph Graham.

Complimentary hot dogs 
and water were provided to 
all parade participants and 
guests, thanks to the Mattone 
Family and the Fairway Mar-
ket in Douglaston.

Continued from Page 4 

Little Neck

Continued from Page 4 

Whitestone

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

FOLLOW US ONOLFOLLOWLOWWL  U U

ADOPT A PET
Petland Discounts
3028 Steinway St
Astoria, NY
SAT MAY 30 • 1PM – 6PM

FF
animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 

25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

IN OUR HANDS RESCUE & 
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

with a veteran remembrance 
ceremony at Remsen Cem-
etery Park at the end of the 
parade route, a designated 
historic landmark.

Parade Grand Marshal 
Roland Meier, president of the 
West Side Tennis Club, and 
Legion leaders started the 
ceremony with a prayer.

Colors were presented by 
the police precinct and mem-
bers of the Legion. Engaging 
the public during the parade 
and concluding ceremony 
were major event supporters 
like Borough President Me-
linda Katz, Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills), Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage), state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing), Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (D-Ozone Park), 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and several 
other leaders.

Taps was played by a trum-
peter from Francis Lewis 
High School’s marching band, 
and ceremonial wreaths were 
placed upon the Remsen vet-
eran memorial by members of 
the Forest Hills American Le-
gion, led by former post presi-
dent Virginia Windberry.

Schumer paid tribute to 
the area’s young men and 
women who are currently 
overseas serving the U.S. 
Armed Forces. He said that 
honoring them is just as im-
portant as recognizing those 
who served in past wars.

“We have a grand tradition 
that our young people and 
sometimes our older people 
volunteer to risk their lives 
to preserve our freedom,” 
Schumer said. “That is some-
thing we must never forget; 
The day this country forgets 
it is the day the sun sets on 
America. What we are doing 
here serves a noble purpose.”

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 4 

Forest Hills

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

TimesLedger.com is your daily 
source for news, calendar listings, 

entertainment and photos.
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Maspeth honors 
its heroes

The children and grandchildren of the staff of Maspeth 
Federal Savings Bank are dressed for the bank's colonial-
themed parade float.

Just before stepping off, the color guard makes sure the flags are not 
entangled.

Waiting to climb into their 1954 Pontiac, Mike Militello and 
Manfred Edenhofer represent the Vietnam Vets of America 
in the Maspeth Memorial Day Parade.

Gathering outside the new PS 58 School of 
Heroes on Grand Avenue are cadets from the 
 local Navy Guard unit. 

Photos by Michael Shain



34    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, MAY 29-JUNE 4, 2015 BT FT TL

Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day 

The official Memorial Day Parade Banner means things are, well, officially underway. John Rowan, president of the the Vietnam Veterans of America, is the 
grand marshal of this year's event.

American Legion official Jerry Vilbig walks the parade, still with the posture of a soldier. From West Point, the U.S. Military Academy Band is crisp and clear. 

The Rough Riders are portrayed by a group of horsemen 
from Long Island. 

New York Sen. Chuck Schumer storms up the boulevard 
with a bullhorn in hand, exhorting the crowd to cheer for 
our men and women in uniform.

The kids of PS 98, the Douglaston school, break into an 
 ecstatic run at the end of the march. 
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Parade salutes America’s veterams

TV chef Lidia Bastianich of Douglas Manor rides with her grandchildren, 
Lorenzo and Julia. She was named Woman of the Year for the parade. 

Rows and rows of junior officers in training march by. 

Miss Teen New York 2014 Lauren 
Schwartzberg is already master of 
the regal wave. 

When Mayor de Blasio marched by, 
some in the crowd showed their 
support for the cops. 

A helicopter flyover above Northern 
Boulevard signals the start of the 
march. 

A unicyclist breaks up the crowd 
as she rides by in between march-
ing bands. 

Bailey Shoughi of Jamaica Estates 
with a toy bear that was tossed to 
kids by soldiers.

Photos by Michael Shain

The Junior ROTC contingent from Bayside's own Francis Lewis High School is second to none. Mayor Bill de Blasio steps out of the line march during the parade to 
shake hands with an excited  veteran.  Photo by Tom Momberg
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,
www.elcaribecaterers.com

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
M&V LIMOUSINES
1117 Jericho Tpke. Commack, NY 11725  
(800) 498-5788, www.mvlimo.com

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

At the start of this year, 
hundreds of students from 
around the city and New Jer-
sey were asked if they could 
design anything, what would 
it be?

But this creative assign-
ment, organized by the Rego 
Park Green Alliance, went be-

yond the academic and pushed 
the young designers into the 
realm of cutting-edge technol-
ogy when their creations were 
made using a 3D printer. 

“It’s exciting to see this 
technology in the hands of 
kids,” Yvonne Shortt, execu-
tive director of RPGA, said. 
“We would like to expand 
the use of this technology to 

students and communities 
throughout Queens.”

After 12 to 16 weeks spent 
learning this real-world tech-
nology in a classroom setting, 
participating students cre-
ated unique designs, using 3D 
printing, which they eventu-
ally fabricated into actual ob-
jects made of plastic. 

This is the second year of 

RPGA’s Creative Challenge in 
3D Printing and Design con-
test. 

About a dozen teams from 
six different schools and after-
school programs teamed up 
with creative partners, like 
Woodside on the Move and 

Divas for Social Justice, and 
shared what they learned with 
the Queens community.

This year, students were 
divided into 20 teams dur-
ing the learning phase of 
the challenge, and the actual 

Continued on Page 42
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Students from across the city gather in Rego Park for 3D printing creative competition
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Students from PS 206 in Rego Park made penguins using 3D printers. 
Photo courtesy Rego Park Green Alliance
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PRODUCTIONS

“Urinetown” — This 
recent Broadway musical 
comedy is a satire on the 
legal system, capitalism, 
social irresponsibility, 
politics and even musical 
theater. In the near future, 
a 20-year drought has 
outlawed private toilets, 
forcing citizens to use public 
facilities run by a monopoly. 
When: May 30 - May 31 and 
June 5 -June 6
Where: Parkside Players at 
Grace Lutheran Church, 103-15 
Union Turnpike, Forest Hills
Cost: $20/adults, $18/
seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.
parksideplayers.com

“Floyd Collins” — The 
musical, written by Adam 
Guettel and Tina Landau, is 
based on the true story of 
cave explorer Floyd Collins, 
who became trapped inside 
a cavern, and the country’s 
fi rst media circus that 

sprang up surrounding 
the rescue effort in 1925 
Kentucky.
When: June 12 - June 27; 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
at 8 pm
Where: Ophelia Theater, 21-12 
30th Road, Astoria
Cost: $18, Sunday is pay 
what you can
Website: www.
opheliatheatre.com

“Guys and Dolls” — Luck 
be a lady, tonight, when the 
Rockaway Theatre Co. stages 
the classic American musical 
based on the stories of 
Damon Runyon.
When: June 26 -June 28, 
July 10 - July 12, July 16- July 
19
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Fort Tilden, 
Far Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/
seniors and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.
org

AUDITIONS

“A Funny Thing Happened 
on the Way to the Forum” 
— Theatre By The Bay 
announces auditions for all 
roles in this classic Broadway 
musical. They are looking for 
performers who are profi cient 
in verbal as well as physical 
comedy. Female dancers are 
also needed. Be prepared to 
sing, dance and read from the 
script. 
When: Tuesday, June 2 and 
Wednesday, June 3, from 7 
pm - 10 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, 13-00 209 St., 
Bayside
Contact: (718) 428-6363.

“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” — The Gingerbread 
Players will present 
Shakespeare’s magical 
comedy in the fall. No 
appointment is necessary to 
audition. Actors will read from 
the script, and depending 

Answers in Sports

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

LUNCH SPECIALS
$795

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 12 NOON–3P.M.

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD
CAESAR

GARDEN
*ADD GRILLED CHICKEN + $3
*ADD GRILLED SHRIMP + $4

SANDWICHES
MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE

SAUSAGE & PEPPER
** PARMIGIANA ON REQUEST

Pasta 
Dishes

Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

NO SUBSTITUTIONS 
OR TAKEOUT

Continued on Page 40
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The Central Astoria Lo-
cal Development Coalition, 
famous for its Independence 
Day celebration, Astoria Park 
Carnival, and concerts on the 
waterfront, is adding another 
event to its repertoire to honor 
the neighborhood’s diversity. 

Celebrate Astoria! Interna-
tional Cultural Fest will take 
place Saturday, May 30, on the 
Astoria Park Great Lawn, and 
the word around town is that 
this lively shin-dig will be one 
to remember. 

Who can resist the taste of 
savory, delicious food, or the 
sound of exotic instruments, 
and the spectacle of colorful, 
traditional costumes?  The fes-
tivities will also include plenty 
of kid-friendly activities, like 
face painting, and organizers 
will even send in the clowns 
with balloons.

Visitors will experience 
the true melting pot that is As-
toria with cultural activities 
representing residents who 
hail from Bangladesh, Bra-
zil, Ecuador, Greece, Ireland, 

Italy, Japan, Mexico, Morocco, 
Romania and Spain.

“We thank Council Mem-
ber Constantinides for his 
vision in bringing an Inter-
national Cultural Fest to As-

toria, the personification of an 
immigrant community with 
its kaleidoscope of people from 
every part of the world,” Marie 
Torniali, executive director 
of Central Astoria LDC, said. 

“Presenting so many cultural 
traditions on one stage in As-
toria Park celebrating Astoria 
is an opportunity to showcase 
traditions of many different 
ethnic groups. This event 

also complements our 30-plus 
year tradition of bringing the 
American music tradition to 
multi-cultural audiences. We 
hope to make this an annual 
event.”

The festival lineup includes 
Dahdoo-Music of North Africa 
and the Middle East; the Ban-
gladeshi Dance Troupe; Span-
ish Flamenco Dance from the 
American Bolero Company; 
the Calpulli Mexican Dance 
Company; Pontion Society 
Komninoi Dancers; Ayazama-

The Central Astoria Local Development Coalition will host an event featuring dance, musical performances 
and cultural activities at Astoria Park May 30. 

A daylong celebration of borough’s diversity

Continued on Page 42

Celebrate Astoria! International Cultural Fest honors Queens’ melting pot communities

IF YOU GO
International Cultural Fest 

When: Saturday, May 30 — 
rain date Sunday, May 31, from 
noon -5 pm
Where: Astoria Park’s Great 
Lawn, 19th Street between 
Ditmars Boulevard and 
Astoria Park South
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: centralastoria.nyc

EVENTS

Birding: Hawk Watch in 
Flushing Meadows —  The 
Urban Rangers will take 
you through the best 
wildlife viewing spots in the 
borough. Open to all skill 
levels. 
When: Saturday, May 30, at 
10 am
Where: Unisphere, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4462
Website:  www.
nycgovparks.org

Strawberry Festival — The 
7th annual Strawberry 
Festival will have games, 
crafts, music, face painting 
and a strawberry eating 
contest. 
When: Saturday, May 30, 
noon - 3 pm
Where: Lower Highland 
Playground, Highland Park, 
Glendale
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 235-4100
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Astoria International 
Cultural Fest — Central 
Astoria LDC presents a 
celebration of music and 
dance from around the 
world. Bring a blanket or 
chair to watch performances 
from Bangladesh, Brazil, 
Ireland, Japan, Morocco and 
more.
When: Saturday, May 30, 
noon - 5 pm
Where: Astoria Park — Great 
Lawn, 19th Street near 23rd 
Road, Astoria
Cost: Free

Dancing Under the Stars 
— Weekly ballroom dancing 
lessons. 
When: Mondays, from June 
1 to July 6, from 6 pm - 7:30 
pm
Where: Wallenberg Square 
in Forest Park, Metropolitan 
Avenue and Park Lane South, 
Kew Gardens

Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Alley Pond Park 
Adventure Course: Free 
Sundays — This two-hour 
adventure course includes 
both low and high elements 
and is open to individuals 
and groups. Space is limited 
and participants must be 
at least eight years old. 
Sneakers are required. 
During July and August, 
pre-registration is required. 
When: Through Nov. 1, 

Sundays from 9:30 am - noon
Where: Alley Pond Park 
Adventure Center, Oakland 
Gardens
Cost: Free, register at 
nycgovparks.org/programs/
rangers/registration
Contact: (718) 217-4685
Website:  www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

NYC Musical Saw Festival 
— The 11th edition of the 
music festival built around 

the carpenter’s saw, 
includes a performance 
of The Astoria Choir 
accompanied by a saw 
quartet. 
When: Saturday, May 30, at 
2 pm
Where: Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 31-18 37th St., 
Astoria
Cost: $10
Website:  www.
musicalsawfestival.org

NY Concert for Nepal — 
The Queensboro Symphony 
Orchestra presents an 

evening of classical music, 
including Tchaikovsky’s 
“Fifth Symphony,” Mozart’s 
“Horn Concerto No. 3” and 
the Nepali national anthem, 
as a fund-raiser to benefi t 
the areas of Nepal affected 
by the recent earthquake. 
When: Sunday, May 31, at 
7 pm
Where: Mary’s Nativity 
Church, 46-02 Parsons 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free-will offering
Contact: (718) 359-5996
Website:  www.pauljoseph.com

Monthly Jazz Jam — 
Join the Queens Jazz 
OverGround as they 
lead student musicians, 
professional performers 
and music educators in a 
jam session. If you don’t 
play, you can still come and 
listen. 
When: Wednesday, June 3, 
at 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $10/general 
admission, Free/members, 
performers and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 42

Outdoor movie nights are back in full swing with screenings in South Richmond Hill and 
Bayside this week. 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May 29-June 4, 2015

By Ed Canty

Hit or Miss
Across
1. Explorer of kiddie TV
5. Grouch's 
expression
10. "Moby-Dick" 
captain
14. Guinness and 
others
15. Drink served with
marshmallows
16. Italian money
17. Evangelist
19. Monthly pmt.
20. Eye site
21. Chryslers 
named after a
Spanish explorer
23. Himalayan 
legends
26. Deep cut
27. Very angry
30. Stadium cheer
33. Mideast ruler
34. Pressure
36. Govt. agency 
that has your
number
37. Oodles
38. Suffix with 
president
39. 1920's chief 
justice
40. Legendary Giant
41. "___ can help it"
44. Some TV's
45. Fix, as leftovers
47. Destination in 
Mali
49. Way out
50. Entrap
51. Delta follower

54. Group of geese
58. A little night 
music
59. Claire 
McCaskill, for one
62. Gait faster than 
a walk
63. Dress style
64. Brief beliefs
65. Dines
66. Peter and the 
Wolfe?
67. Biblical pronoun

Down
1. Like many a 
cellar
2. Assortment
3. Sabbath activity
4. Alloy analysts
5. Went quickly
6. Swindle

7. Andean stew 
vegetable
8. Microsoft product
9. What hens do?
10. Nearly
11. Go to bed
12. Jason's ship
13. Spelling contests
18. News bit
22. Francisco and 
Paulo
24. Yukon native
25. Gibraltar and 
Dover
27. Bronze Star's 
significance
28. Overact
29. Satisfied, as a 
meal
31. ___ as a pig
32. Island in the 
East

China Sea
35. Spritelike
39. John Wayne 
classic
41. Hammer's 
target
42. Armchair 
partner
43. Mature insects
46. Has life
48. Meister ___ 
(beer brand)
51. Luncheon end
52. Prefix with legal
53. Cairo's river
55. Actress Lillian
56. Like some 
excuses
57. First word of 
Mass. motto
60. "Yes, ___!"
61. ___-Cone

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

OUT OF LUCK
A C I D E W E R R A S E
T H O U S A V E D E L A Y
O U T O F T H E P I C T U R E
M B A A E O N L L A M A S

O R E O S L I M
S L A L O M S L I V E R E D
M O T I F L O A N U P A
O U T O F C O M M I S S I O N
C P A R O M S T E N D S
K E R O S E N E B U N G E E

W E D S T O D D
S C E N E I M A G I P H I
O U T I N T H E B O O N I E S
L E T N O A L O T E T A L
D R U G S T O A T A L E

Memoriesare made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363

FOLLOW US ON

upon the role, may be asked to 
sing. Rehearsals begin in July 
on weekends. 
When: Friday, June 19, 
from 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm and 
Sunday, June 21, from 2 pm 
- 4 pm

Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 
85 Greenway South, Forest 
Hills
Contact: (718) 268-6292

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this 

open group features 
discussion, workshopping 
and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-
7382

Theater
Continued from Page 38 

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

One of the stars of the HBO 
documentary, “Banksy Does 
New York,” was on hand as an 
exhibitor at the Art Miami New 
York Modern Art Fair, held ear-
lier this month. 

Stephan Keszler, of the Ke-
zler Gallery in Southhamp-
ton, was proudly displaying 
Banksy’s “Everything but the 
kitchen sphinx,” constructed 
of Styrofoam, concrete, and 
other detritus found in Willets 
Point’s “Iron Triangle,” a run-
down neighborhood of auto 
shops near Citi Field slated for 
redevelopment.  

During October 2013, the Eng-
lish street artist, who goes by his 
moniker Banksy, arrived in New 
York City for what he dubbed a 
month-long “artist-in-residence” 
program. 

Most of Banksy’s work was 
discovered throughout Man-
hattan and Brooklyn, but he 
did make a couple of stops in 
Queens. 

Besides the Willets Point 
sphinx, he also created a mural 
on the side of a Woodside build-

ing on 38th Avenue and his fare-
well piece to the city was a string 
of letter-block balloons placed on 
a vacant building in Long Island 
City adjacent to the LIE.

Banksy’s sphinx was prompt-
ly expropriated — or looted, de-
pending on your point of view — 
by two area auto workers.  

The two contacted Keszler, 
known for having represented 
other liberated works of street 
art.  He agreed to display the 
work in his Southhampton gal-
lery, and brought it, along with 
other works by Banksy to Pier 94 
for the show.

When questioned about the 
ethics of dealers selling Banksy’s 
work without his authorization, 
Keszler asserted that he has 
never stolen anything, and that 
the garage doors and sections 
of the wall that Banksy embel-
lished were privately owned and 
the owners had the right to sell 
them.  

When pressed about walls 
that may have been removed 
without the owner’s permission, 
he commented that “People are 
awful, and will always do awful 
things.”

Street artist Banksy piece, "Everything but the kitchen sphinx," made from debris gathered in 
Willets Point, recently showed up at the Art Miami New York Modern Art Fair in Manhattan.  

Photo by Suzanne Parker

Banksy’s Queens creation resurfaces in NYC

from 

HAPPY HOURS
beginning 

RHYTHM 
& BREWS

from 

LADIES NIGHT
FRIDAY 
NIGHT 
LIVE

Our 2015 Season begins April 24th

Over 20 years of serving you!

beginning  

Born in Willets Point, ‘Everything but the kitchen sphinx’ turns up at Manhattan art fair
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challenge question they 
were tasked with was to 
design pieces and create 
miniature objects that 
could fit into little 2.7-
inch clear plastic cap-
sules – the kind used in 
coin-operated toy vend-
ing machines.  The kids 
were then asked to come 
up with a company name 
and branding surround-
ing their products, mim-
icking real workplace-
type project goals.

The challenge culmi-
nated with a fun-filled 
expo held at PS 175Q in 
Rego Park earlier this 
month, when students 
shared their imaginative 
creations. 

As the challenge drew 
to a close, elementary 
school children were 
actually able to fabri-
cate their own original 
items – everything from 
puzzles (made of plastic) 
to beautifully designed 

miniature castles com-
plete with furniture.

The recent two-part 
expo began with a live 
challenge round.

Using CAD software 
— similar to what archi-
tects and designers use 
— students were asked to 
design an outdoor bench 
that was fun, creative, 
and functional, and had 
one hour to complete the 
project.

And those miniature 
items designed with 3D 
printing were presented 
during the second part of 
the event, where judges 
gave out 3D designed and 
printed awards to the 
winners.

“This year, there are 
some really gorgeous 
pieces,” Jenna Bold-
ebuck, an industrial de-
signer for RPGA Studio, 
said. “Some teams have 
really gone above and 
beyond creating small 
works of art.” 

Shortt said the chal-

lenge demonstrated the 
capabilities of 3D print-
ing and also helped spark 
creativity and ideas for 
residents. 

“So, a team like Kemo-
ra, which hailed from PS 
206 in Rego Park, was 
able to design their own 
toys, then got to see them 
materialize in front of 
their very own eyes,” 

Shortt said. 
The expo also ensured 

that students had an op-
portunity to interact 
with other students they 
might not normally have 
an opportunity to meet, 
she said. 

“Each student had to 
walk around and look at 
other students’ work dur-
ing the education expo/
judging; this allowed 
kids to learn from each 
other,” Shortt said. 

And the Queens win-

ners were:  
For craftsmanship 

– Mini Magic Team of 
Rego Park’s PS 206; 

Kids Presentation 
Award went to VIV 
Team, made up of Flush-
ing’s PS 175 kids; 

For branding – Domi-
natorz from Woodside on 
the Move’s after-school 
program; 

For collaboration – 
Sci-Topia Joint Team 
from PS 206 and Free-
hold, N.J. 

And the People’s 
Choice Award went to PS 
175.

Continued from Page 37 

Student artists from Rego 
Park and Woodside made 
mini castles (clockwise 
from l.), team T-shirts and 
plastic bookmarks for the 
competition.  

Photos courtesy RPGA

na Cultural Center’s Ec-
uadorian Dance; Issa Ca-
brera Songs from Brazil; 
the Japanese Folk Dance 
Institute; Niall O’Leary 
Irish Step Dancers; Ba-
natual Romanian Folk-
lore Dance, and Filippo 
with the Songs of Italy.

Since Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz’s 
slogan, “The World’s 
Borough” is emblazoned 
on road signs at major 
thoroughfares entering 
Queens, visitors from 
far and wide are always 
reminded that everyone 
is welcome here, and will 
now have the opportu-
nity to experience every-
thing the festival has to 
offer.

The City Dept. of Cul-
tural Affairs Immigrant 
Initiative, designed to 
provide cultural pro-
gramming in immigrant 
communities through-
out the city, is the brain-
child of City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), chairman of 
the Council’s Cultural 

Affairs Committee.
Funding for this pro-

gram has been provided 
by City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria), under this 
initiative. 

“Astoria is a perfect 
example of the general 

enrichment that takes 
place when people from 
different cultures live to-
gether in harmony. The 
park’s stunning views 
will add to the positive 
vibe,” Rob MacKay, from 
the Queens Economic 
Development Corp., said.

Continued from Page 39 

Festival

Dancers from the Ayazamana Cultural Center will perform 
at this weekend’s international festival in Astoria. 

Global Mashup No. 5, Haiti Meets China 
— Agoci Band from Haiti and FJ Music 
Fusion, a duo of Chinese musicians, both 
perform sets and then join together for a 
fi nal jam. 
When: Friday, June 5, dance lessons begin at 
7 pm, concert starts at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $15/general admission, $10/
members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.fl ushingtownhall.org

FILM

Movie Night in  South Richmond Hill— 
Bring a blanket or low chair for a showing 
of “Space Jam.” Popcorn and ices will be 
served. Board games begin at 7 pm, movie 
starts at dusk. 
When: Friday, May 29, at 7 pm
Where: Frederick B. Judge Playground, 
134th Street and 111th Avenue, South 
Richmond Hill
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website:  www.nycgovparks.org

Movie Night in Bayside — Bring a blanket 
or low chair for a showing of the recent 
animated hit “The Lego Movie.”
When: Friday, June 5, at 8:30 pm
Where: Golden Pond, 35th Avenue near 

the Cross Island Parkway, Crocheron Park, 
Bayside
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

KIDS & FAMILIES

Los Tres Creditos/The Three Little Pigs 
— A bilingual adaptation of the fairy tale 
includes a vegetarian wolf, Latin music and 
three adorable little pigs.  
When: Saturday, May 30, at noon
Where: Near the carousel at 111th Street 
and 53rd Avenue, Corona
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Skats the Clown — Skats combines magic 
and clowning to entertainment audiences 
of all ages. 
When: Saturday, May 30, at 2 pm
Where: Near the carousel at 111th Street 
and 53rd Avenue, Corona
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

“Click, Clack, Moo!” — In this Family 
Series musical, Farmer Brown declares the 
farm a tech-free zone, and then the animals 
go on strike. Based on the book by Doreen 
Cronin and Betsy Lewin. 
When: Sunday, May 31, at 1 pm and 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave. South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $14
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

Continued from Page 39 

Arts
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213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361  718.215.6470  aperitifbistrobayside.com

APERITIF BAYSIDE presents:

“Tour de France” 
       5 Course Wine Dinner
      Wednesday, June 3rd, 2015 @ 7:00

     We invite you to join us for a stellar pairing 
   of our cuisine and wines from all over France

      Call 718.215.6470 to sign up
              Space is limited, reservation are required

           $79 per guest (plus tax and tip)

With 
better days 
come a better 
happy hour!

Now offering 
Happy Hour 
Specials 
from Monday 
through Friday 
at the 
bar area

HAPPY HOUR
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY – 4:30 TO 7:30

AT THE BAR ONLY

DRINKS SPECIALS:
1/2 OFF WINES BY THE GLASS 

AND DRAUGHT BEERS

$7 COCKTAILS FROM OUR COCKTAIL LIST

$1 BLUEPOINT OYSTERS
(3 MINIMUM)

APERITIF’S “LUCKY 7S”:
– $7 –

MUSSELS (MARINIÉRES OR PROVENCALES)
HUMUS & GRILLED CALAMARI

THIN CRUST SEARED TUNA PIZZA

PROSCIUTTO FLATBREAD

BOARD OF THREE MEATS AND CHEESES

(ADD $4 FOR FOIE GRAS)
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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BY TOM MOMBERG

A staple in the Bayside 
community for nearly a de-
cade, Vanity Pups Boutique 
has been committed to pairing 
responsible pet owners with 
their ideal puppies and see-
ing them through their new 
responsibilities every step of 
the way.

Vanity Pups is a fully li-
censed nursery, and every 
puppy it sells has its required 
USDA, state and city documen-
tation, shots, a vet checkup and 
a microchip. Most dogs come 
crated and paper trained, as 
well.

The owner, Michael Berger, 
has a longstanding history in 
the business, having started 
his corporation in 2000. He 
and his wife breed French 
bulldogs, and they work with 
a large network of breeders to 
bring healthy family pets to 
the people of northeast Queens 
and beyond. 

“I worked in different pet 
stores throughout the years, 
and then had my own place by 
the time I was 30,” Berger said. 
“From the very beginning, 
from the time I was born, my 
family used to breed dogs.”

The nursery specializes in 
dogs, mostly teacup and toy 
breeds. But Berger said he 
works with families to find 
most any breed they are look-
ing for. All dogs come with a 
two-week health money-back 
guarantee and the business 
stands behind all pets for a full 

year for congenital defects.
Vanity Pups, which also of-

fers pet grooming and small-
dog boarding services from a 
very experienced staff, as well 
as an array of doggy products, 
will celebrate 10 years this No-
vember at its Bayside location, 
38-13 Bell Blvd.

Berger said customers have 
always come back, and refer-
rals have built up his reputa-
tion as a responsible pet store 
owner. He said he loves serv-
ing the Bayside area, which 
is so central to Queens, Long 
Island and the Bronx.

“It’s all about customer ser-
vice. You take care of the cus-
tomer, and they will remem-
ber that,” Berger said. “When 
a customer purchases a puppy 
from us, the rotation is about 
a half hour. That’s because 
we want to make sure they 
can take care of the puppy 
from morning to night time. 
We always tell our customers, 
if they need help, call us 100 
times a day. This is much more 
than a pet store.”

Most dogs are available 
for between $950 to $1,350 an 
adoption. Small-dog groom-
ing costs between $50 and $60, 
but is also available for larger 
dogs at a higher price. 

All new customers are eli-
gible for a 20 percent first-time 
discount on dog grooming. 
And the 20 percent discount 
also applies to lifetime custom-
ers after they adopt a puppy 
from Vanity Pups.

Visit www.vanitypups.com 
or call 718-224-3643 for more 
information.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 

G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 

word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 

a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month

Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Above, Lina Desouza Ferreria (l. 
to r.), owner Michael Berger and 
Adila Cekic show off some of the 
puppies available for adoption at 
Vanity Pups Boutique. At right, a 
puppy tries to catch the attention 
of every person it sees. 

Photos by Tom Momberg

Welcome to dog days of Bayside
Vanity Pups Boutique prepares to mark its fi rst decade selling puppies on Bell Boulevard
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have to go before a judge, ac-
cording to Miller, and try to 
convince the judge that they 
should not get the ticket. But 
Miller said that rarely ever 
works. With a review board, he 
hopes to give people more of a 
chance to beat fines. The bill 
has not passed yet, but it will 
be moving through the legisla-
tive waters over the next sev-
eral weeks. 

Many of these fines are 
given to store owners in the 

middle of the night and in the 
early hours of the morning, 
according to Blenkinsopp. 
He said that the association’s 
storefront on 84-20 Jamaica 
Ave. has also been slapped 
with fines. The problem is not 
new, and association mem-
bers remember having this 
problem last year as well. The 
association often gets $25 tick-
ets, but the fine amount could 
reach into the hundreds if the 
trash left behind is big. 

The association wrote a 
letter to city Sanitation Com-
missioner Kathryn Garcia 
last year, asking her to end the 

late-night fines. But they did 
not get a response. The depart-
ment could not be reached for 
comment.

“Enough is enough,” the as-
sociation’s president, Martin 
Colberg, said in a statement. 
“The Sanitation Department 
has refused to listen to us, and 
they’ve refused to listen to Bill 
de Blasio. This unfair practice 
must end.”

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

According to the motion 
filed, evidence from the under 
cover agent to be produced 
consists of “audio and in 
some cases video recordings 
by the UC. These recordings 
contain the UC’s voice and 
likeness, as well as informa-
tion about the cover identity 
used by the UC.”

Former roommates, 
Velentzas and Siddiqui, who 
lived with Velentzas’ hus-
band Abu Baker and her two 
daughters, on 104th Road in 
Jamaica, were arrested in 
April and charged with con-
spiracy to use a weapon of 
mass destruction, teaching 
and distributing information 
pertaining to the making and 
use of an explosive, destruc-
tive device and Siddiqui has 
been additionally charged 
with making material false 
statements, according to the 
criminal complaint. 

In the complaint, Siddiqui 
and Velentzas were accused 
by federal prosecutors of 
collecting and researching 
information on how to make 
bombs, including download-
ing the “The Anarchist Cook-
book,” inspired by the 2013 
Boston Marathon bombing  
pressure cookers, and con-
sidering the funeral of two 
NYPD police officers as a tar-
get for their plot.  

A former York College stu-
dent, Siddiqui, who has been 
additionally charged with 
making false statements, al-
legedly lied about her terrorist 
ties, the complaint said. Sid-
diqui allegedly wrote a poem 
for an Al-Qaeda propaganda 
magazine and had been con-
tact with its editor, who died 
in a drone strike in Yemen.

Both Velentzas and Sid-
diqui, who have pleaded not 
guilty to all charges, will 
have subsequent status hear-
ings before the case goes to 
trial.

blocked when rainwater over-
whelms streets and sidewalks, 
pushing debris such as leaves 
and gum wrappers onto the 
catch basin where it molds 
itself into a mat, the website 
says. The debris ends up block-
ing the grate and the water 
pools around the basin, re-
sulting in flooding before the 
sewer is full. 

Lancman noted that flood-
ing occurs frequently on Uto-
pia Parkway, which occurred 
in 2007, 2008 and 2010. 

In December, the DEP an-
nounced that it was consider-
ing raising manhole covers 
and installing bioswales to 
address flooding problems in 
the area. 

“Specifically on Utopia 
Parkway where the catch ba-
sin is in the Hillcrest/Fresh 
Meadows area and along Uto-
pia Parkway itself, if they get 
caught, that water’s just go-
ing to find its way onto Utopia 
Parkway,” he said. 

Any basins that are not un-
clogged or repaired within the 
nine-day time frame would 
be identified in a semiannual 
report that Lloyd would be re-

quired to submit to Mayor Bill 
de Blasio and Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan).

The first semiannual re-
port would cover the period 
from July 1, 2016 through Dec. 
31, 2016. The report would in-
clude the number of basins 
that are unclogged or repaired, 
whether the inspection was in 
response to a complaint and 
the response time for resolu-
tion of any complaint.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

the petition, and the store 
could close in January 2016 
when the lease ends. But resi-
dents are hoping to convince 
all parties involved to keep the 
store in the area. 

Last year a Barnes & Noble 
branch in Fresh Meadows 
closed. According to a spokes-
man, that location, too, was 
threatened by a lease expira-

tion. The property holders and 
Barnes & Noble were unable to 
come to an agreement. Now it 
seems, the Forest Hills loca-
tion will suffer a similar fate. 

Community members from 
Fresh Meadows also created a 
petition at the time to try and 
keep the store opened. 

If the Forest Hills location 
closes, there will be only one 
Barnes & Noble left in Queens, 
the chain’s store at Bay Ter-
race.  

“The community needs 

this educational, cultural, 
social and recreational estab-
lishment on Austin Street, 
as opposed to only reading a 
book independently on a Nook 
or computer, or by resorting to 
an online retailer,” Perlman 
wrote. 

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

of loss, “There are two lives 
that have and will be lost,” he 
said.

Thirty-one year old, Lio-
nel Pickens, who was known 
by his rap name Chinx, was 
shot to death in the early 
hours May 17 at 84th Drive 
and Queens Boulevard in 
Briarwood. Police are still 
searching for the killer. Pick-
ens and his friend were in a 
Porsche, according to police, 
when another car pulled up 
to the driver’s side and shot at 
Pickens and his friend, Antar 
Alziadi. Pickens was hit over 
a dozen times, authorities 
said.

The rapper was taken to 
Jamaica Hospital Medical 
Center, where he died. Alzia-
di was hit more than once and 
he is currently recovering 
from his wounds, according 
to police. There have been no 
arrests and the investigation 
was ongoing, police said.

The Rev. Dollene Palmer 
from the Brotherhood Bap-
tist Church in Brooklyn gave 
the eulogy.

“The home of all homes, 
the perfect home above, in 
this perfect home there is fel-
lowship, there is no struggle, 
there is no pain, there is no 
sadness. Lionel’s happiness 
on Earth is nothing compared 
to the joy he feels now.”

Pickens grew up in Far 
Rockaway and was remem-
bered by his family as some-

one who had a great sense of 
humor. By the time he turned 
15, he began to pursue a ca-
reer in the music industry. 
His road in the music indus-
try led to his joining the Coke 
Boys record label, founded 
by Montana, the  CEO of Co-
caine City Records. Pickens 
released his first solo album, 
“Hurry Up & Die Vol 1: Get Ya 
Casket On” in 2009 and col-
laborated with Montana. 

French Montana, who 
sat front and center with the 
Pickens family and held his 
son, had taken responsibility 
for all his funeral arrange-
ments, according to an offi-
cial source. 

Pickens leaves behind 
his wife and three children, 
his mother, stepfather, one 
sister, three brothers and 
his grandparents. His aunt 
Marilyn Mungin said, “He 
also leaves behind many rela-
tives, friends and an immea-
surable number of fans and 
supporters.”

Outside of the funeral, 
NYPD officers were on the 
scene to protect mourners.  
One officer said the depart-
ment did not want a repeat 
incident of a recent Brooklyn 
funeral shoot-out.

“We gotta learn to love one 
another. We gotta support 
one another and give back to 
our community,” said Kenny 
Carter, the president of Fa-
thers Alive in the Hood, about 
the ripple effect of a loss such 
as Pickens. “It takes the heart 
out of the community.”

entire project. 
“Any funds that remain 

once work is complete will stay 
here to make the community 
even stronger, safer and more 
resilient,” de Blasio said.

Borough President Melinda 
Katz commended the adminis-
tration’s commitment, saying 
“applying the full amount of 
funding to resiliency projects 
will bring much-needed relief 
to those who continue to call 
the peninsula home.”

Some 4 million people vis-
ited the Rockaways last year, 
and while that was 25 percent 
better than in 2013, it was still 
half the number of beachgoers 

Rockaway had in 2012 before 
Sandy tore through the penin-
sula. 

“The devastation that oc-
curred during Hurricane San-
dy is still very much felt in the 
Rockaways,” city Development 
Corp. President Kyle Kimball 
said. “The increased invest-
ment and focus to this area’s 
resiliency and enrichment 
represents the city’s commit-
ment to ensuring a successful 
future for this community, and 
we look forward to continuing 
to rebuild and increase oppor-
tunities for the people right 
here in the Rockaways.”

Much of the new board-
walk’s appearance—includ-
ing its sand-colored decking, 
brightly colored ramps and 
designated bike lanes—was 

decided on during a series of 
collaborative design sessions 
with Rockaway residents. The 
new boardwalk is stronger 
than the old wood one and will 
act as a bulwark against flood-
ing from storm surges, offi-
cials said.

“We learned a lot of very 
tough lessons after Sandy,” de 
Blasio said. “One of the most 
profound lessons is whatever 
we do from this point on, we 
have to plan for that unthink-
able storm. We have to be 
ready for the unexpected. This 
boardwalk was built with that 
in mind. This is the first step 
of a bigger effort.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Jamie Durso delivered in 
the clutch again with a cham-
pionship on the line.

For the third time this 
post season the junior had 
a hand in the winning run. 
This time it was a booming 
two-run double off the left 
field fence with two outs in 
the top of the sixth inning to 
score Camile Sears and Vic-
toria Brown.

“I just needed to get a hit,” 
Durso said. “I didn’t care 
how it was or if it was a sac-
rifice fly. I just needed to get 
our teammate in.”

It provided the final mar-
gin in the Stanners’ 3-1 vic-
tory over St. Anthony’s in 
the CHSAA Class AA softball 
state final at Hofstra Univer-
sity Wednesday. It is Molloy’s 

second crown in the last five 
years. Durso had a walk-off 
single in the first-place tie-
breaker game against St. 
Francis Prep and bunted over 
the winning run in Game 3 of 
the diocesan championship 
series.

“I have no doubt that 
whenever Jamie is up with 
two outs, it is going to be a 
base hit and there are going 
to be runs scored,” Columbia-
bound senior Alexandra Yule 
said. “That’s just type of kid 
she is. She’s a clutch batter.”

Durso, who had two hits 
in the game, provided more 
than enough cushion for Mol-
loy starter Amanda Zeni. The 
Stanners jumped ahead 1-0 in 
the first inning when Jessica 
Hickey singled home Ally 
Klesin with two away. 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

St. John’s continually found 
solutions to any problems it 
faced during its run to the Big 
East baseball crown. 

The team knew another was 
needed quickly after Creigh-
ton scored five runs in the sev-
enth inning of the conference 
championship game, tying the 
score after the Red Storm had 
been in full control. But the St. 
John’s players spoke back, and 
wasted no time producing a re-
sponse. 

“For them to come back 
with those five runs was a 
pretty low blow,” said tourna-
ment MVP Alex Caruso. “We 
had a meeting in the dugout 
and said let’s just continue to 
do what we have been doing 
and push a run across here.”

Matt Harris gave St. John’s 
the lead for good with an RBI 
single in the bottom of the 
frame and Robert Wayman’s 

two-run double in the eighth 
was just enough insurance. 
The top-seeded Red Storm held 
off No. 2 Creighton 8-7 to win 
its first Big East Tournament 
crown since 2012 and its 15th 
straight game on May 24 in 
Omaha, Neb. 

It’s just the second time in 
program history St. John’s 
won both the regular season 
and tournament titles. Also, 
the 15-game winning streak is 
the longest the Red Storm has 
had since 1977.

“We found a way to win,” 
SJU coach Ed Blankmeyer 
said. “That’s the way it’s been 
all season long for us.”

Johnnies ace Ryan McCor-
mick, who threw 101 pitches 
in a complete game win over 
Creighton the day before, asked 
to come on in the ninth inning 
to get the game’s final three 
outs with runners on second 
and third and no one retired. 
The junior immediately gave 

up an RBI single. 
A double play brought home 

a second run to make it 8-7 be-
fore McCormack got a ground 
out to short to end the game. It 
was McCormick’s first relief 
appearance since St. John’s 
beat St. Peter’s in late March 
and the first save of his college 
career. 

“When I was running onto 
the mound, I was just really 
excited,” McCormick said. “I 
wasn’t thinking about any-
thing else. I was just trying to 
throw strikes.”

St. John’s (39-14) advances 
to the NCAA tournament. It is 
the No. 4 seed in the Stillwater 
Regional. SJU opens against 
host Oklahoma State on Fri-
day at 7 p.m. The Red Storm 
head there on a hot streak, 
with plenty of confidence in 
they way they are playing. 

“We are rolling right now,” 
Caruso said. “Everything is 

Continued on Page 49 Continued on Page 49

St. John's celebrates its Big East baseball championship and 15th straight win.  
Photo courtesy of Steven Branscombe/Big East

St. John’s takes title
Red Storm edges Creighton for Big East championship

Win makes Stanners 
state softball champs  

Molloy's Camile Sears belts a three-run homer in the CHSAA state 
semifinals. Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Benjamin Cardozo will not 
repeat as city champions. 

The fifth-seeded Judges 
couldn’t do enough at the plate 
to complement a dominat-
ing pitching performance by 
senior ace Demitri Sanchez. 
Cardozo ultimately fell 2-1 in 
nine innings to fourth-seeded 
host James Madison in the 
PSAL Class AAA baseball 
quarterfinals May 26.

“It was a great game. We 
tried to repeat,” Cardozo head 
coach Ronald Gorecki said. 
“We went as far as we could 
go. It was a great all-around 
game.”

Sanchez was impressive. 
He pitched 8 1/3 innings, giv-
ing up only two runs on four 
hits. But the Cardozo bats 
couldn’t back up his dominant 
performance, as they were 
only able to scrap together 
five hits and one run against 
Christopher Karnbach.

“I gave it everything,” San-
chez said. “It was my last high 
school game and I left it all out 
there.”

Added junior Noah Cabre-
ra: “He leads by example and 
he pitched a hell of a game.”

Sanchez’s impressive out-
ing was bested by Karnbach, 

who pitched all nine innings 
and even knocked in the 
game’s winning run in the 
bottom of the ninth.   

“You have to take your hat 
off to the Madison pitcher,” 

Gorecki said. “He completed 
the ball game. He was a one-
man wrecking crew.”

Cardozo’s bats would fi-
nally awaken in the top of 
the fifth inning. The Judges 
scrapped together three sin-

gles. The last one was a line 
drive up the middle by junior 
second baseman Noah Ca-
brera that scored sophomore 
catcher Michael Coletta that 
gave Cardozo (15-3) a 1-0 lead.

Madison (17-2) came back 

in the bottom of the sixth, as 
it played small ball to tie the 
score at 1-1 on a two-out single 
up the middle by catcher Rich-
ard Devita.

In the bottom of the seventh 
it looked as if Madison was set 
up nicely to win the game. Jo-
seph Toledo hit a lazy fly ball 
to left center field that neither 
Ariel Paez nor Robert Garcia 
called for. 

The ball dropped in be-
tween both and got past them. 
Toledo tried to stretch what 
should’ve been a double into 
a triple. Garcia fired in a 
strike to Cabrera, who made 
a perfect relay throw to junior 
third baseman Aldwin Corona 
to nail Toledo at third. 

In the ninth Sanchez strug-
gled to find the strike zone. 
He walked both Devita and 
Shawn James. Sacnhez was 
pulled from the game and Car-
dozo turned to sophomore Ma-
lik Miller. Karnbach was the 
first batter Miller faced and 
he hit a double to right center 
field and that ended the memo-
rable game.

“It’s fantastic to play a game 
like this,” Gorecki said. “It’s 
better than a major-league 
game. It’s great to see two kids 
dueling on the mound and 
pitching their guts out.”

Ryan McCormick wasn’t go-
ing to be told “No.” Too much 
was at stake. 

The ace pitcher never gave 
his St. John’s University coach-
es a chance to do so. He picked 
up his glove and sprinted to 
the bullpen once Creighton 
tied the score with five runs in 
the seventh inning of the Big 
East title baseball title game. 

“I was running down,” Mc-
Cormick said. “They really 
couldn’t stop me.”

Neither have opposing 
teams of late. 

The big right-hander threw 
101 pitches in a complete-game, 
two-hitter to beat Creighton 
the day before, retiring the 
last 19 batters he faced. In the 

start before that, the junior 
tossed the first complete game 
shutout of his career, with 
nine strikeouts, to clinch the 
Big East regular season crown 
against Xavier. 

“Right now I feel like I am 
the best I’ve been in my whole 
career,” McCormack said. 

That is why, despite St. 
John’s coach Ed Blankmeyer’s 
soul-searching and reserva-
tions about putting McCor-
mick in the game, he was re-
ally left with no choice. You 
needed to go to the big guy to 
bring you home with the first 
save of his college career. 

“It says a lot about a guy 
to come up to you and say I 
want this for my teammates,” 
Blankmeyer said. “I think that 
goes above and beyond.”

The bullpen was struggling 
and Creighton, down three 
runs in the ninth, had runners 
on second and third with no 
outs. The Red Storm wanted 
no part of pushing the double-
elimination tournament to 
its final game. McCormack, 

who hasn’t been asked to close 
since high school, allowed two 
runs to score, but got a double 
play and a ground out to en-
sure the one-run win.

“As soon as I saw him I 
knew the coaches knew what 
they were doing,” Alex Caruso 
said “As soon as he got the dou-

ble play, I knew it was over.” 
McCormick told pitching 

coach Corey Muscara he was 
available for a few batters if 
needed. He simply wanted 
the ball if needed. It’s what 
you want to see from your 
ace and Big East Pitcher of 
the Year. He wouldn’t be your 

guy if he didn’t. 
“I held him as along as I 

could,” Blankmeyer said. “With 
a three-run lead I thought we 
could get it done. He called 
back, ‘I want the ball’

He has done wonders with 
it this season. McCormick has 
been stellar all season and has 
only gotten better as the year 
went on. He is 10-1 and hasn’t 
lost since his first start of the 
year, in St. John’s first game 
of the season against Georgia 
Tech on Feb. 13. McCormick 
has a 2.81 ERA to go along with 
70 strikeouts and just 20 walks 
in 86.1 innings of work. Teams 
are hitting just .226 against 
him

“Right now I am just locked 
in,” McCormick said. “Pitch-
ing is just getting fun. It’s not 
getting like a job.”

Even so, McCormick has 
done his all this season and 
St. John’s hopes that will con-
tinue into the NCAA tourna-
ment. The formula has been 
simple. Just give him the ball 
and let him go to work.  

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

St. John's ace Ryan McCormick picked up a win and the title clinching save 
in the Big East tournament. Photo courtesy of Steven Branscombe/Big East

Cardozo's Noah Cabrera tags out Madison's Shawn James after he was picked off a first base. 
Photo by Steve Solomonson

For McCormick, crown caps off storybook season 

Madison ends Dozo’s championsip quest
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clicking. The pitching wasn’t 
there today, but the hitting 
backed it up. When the hit is 
not there, we have the pitching 
to back it up.”

It looked as if the Red Storm 
was going to waltz into the Big 
Dance after starter Chris Ka-
lica tossed 4 1/3 scoreless in-
nings, allowing just four hits. 

Zach Lauricella delivered the 
big blow with a bases-clearing 
triple in the third. Harris added 
an sac fly and St. John’s led 4-0.

The Johnnies made it 5-0 on 
a Caruso double in the fifth. 
Creighton (32-19) got a run off 
reliever Matt Clancy in the 
bottom of the inning and then 
stormed back in the seventh 
with four runs off SJU closer 
Thomas Hackimer. 

Joe Kuzia picked up the win 

in relief. Wayman went 3-for-3 
with two RBI and Caruso was 
1-for-2 with three walks and two 
runs scored. They each helped 
St. John’s to continually answer 
for each Creighton charge. The 
Red Storm plans on continuing 
their push forward.  

“This is a special team,” 
Lauricella said.” We can make 
a splash in the regional for 
sure. We’ve got everything go-
ing right now.”

Zeni, a senior, was able 
to strand five St. Anthony’s 
runners over the first four 
innings, including the bases 
loaded with one out in the 
third. The Friars (20-2) final-
ly got even at 1-1 in the fifth 
on a one-out single from Kim 
Puzo, granddaughter of “The 
Godfather” writer Mario 
Puzo. 

Zeni bore down again the 
sixth to strand a runner at 
third after a lead-off walk and 
worked around a single to 
start the seventh. She allowed 
just five hits to a team that had 
scored two runs or less just 
four times this season. St. An-
thony’s beat Molloy 12-5 back 
in early April.

“It was our last game,” Zeni 
said. “I felt like I had to pull 
through.”

Molloy (20-5) got to the fi-
nal with a 3-1 victory over St. 
Joseph by Sea in the semifinal 
and city title game, thanks to 
one big swing of the bat. Sears 
blasted the first pitch she saw 
in the third inning over the 
right field fence for a three-
run homer after singles from 
Klesin and Yule. 

“I was just thinking contact 
and seeing the first good one,” 
Sears said. “My coach told me 
line drives, so I tried to keep it 
up.” 

It was more than enough 

for Yule. She was wild and 
nervous early, but a visit to the 
circle from the catcher Brown 
with two on in the first inning 
settled her down. Yule went on 
to allow just one run on four 
hits and walked just two. 

“It is a first for everyone 
on this team to make it this 
far,” Yule said. “As a team we 
needed to take a step back and 
take a deep breath and realize 
we could do it, but we had to do 
it our way.” 

Molloy did what this group 
thought it was capable of be-

ginning three years ago. Its 
five seniors suffered through 
a season as sophomores that 
saw the Stanners post run-
rule defeats early. Last season 
it fell 1-0 to Mary Louis in the 
diocesan semifinals. All of 
that made the group stronger 
and taught them how to win. 

“This is one of my favorite 
groups,” Molloy coach Mau-
reen Rosenbaum said. “They 
fought from the time they 
started on varsity.”

The battle ended with Mol-
loy fighting its way to the top. 

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK

Beach Channel had a 
chance to keep its season of 
comebacks alive with yet an-
other.

The fifth-seeded Dolphins 
baseball team, trailing by 
three runs, had the bases 
loaded with one out in the 
bottom of the sixth, but East 
Side Community pitcher Ja-
cob Pena ended the threat 
right there. He retired Joe 
Calandra and Shawn Griffin 
to keep Beach Channel off the 
board.

“It was more of a couple 
of guys being over-anxious,” 
Beach Channel Coach John 
Mangieri said of the opportu-
nity.

“We had our two best hit-
ters, Calandra and Griffin, 
coming up. That’s where you 
need to nip it in the bud and 
make the move. We had an op-
portunity to do it and we just 
didn’t get it done.”

Visiting No. 12 East Side 
added insurance runs in the 
top of the seventh inning, 
holding on to beat Beach 
Channel 7-3 in the second 
round of the PSAL Class AA 
playoffs May 26. 

“It was a tough loss,” Ca-
landra said. “I thought we 
were going to come back. “We 
won our last game on a walk 
off. Just didn’t happen, too 
many mistakes.”

Fast Start for Tigers
The Tigers (13-3) started 

the game by scoring at least 
one run in each of the first 
four innings. East Side’s big 
inning was the third. 

Timothy Lopez started the 

scoring with an RBI single. 
Following the single, Hassane 
Azar picked up his second 
RBI of the game with a double 
to make it 4-0 in favor of the 
Manhattan school. 

“They swung the bats real-
ly well,” Mangieri said. “They 
kept swinging and swinging 
and getting men on base al-
most every inning.”

The Dolphins (13-5) got on 
the board in the bottom half 
of the third on an inside-the-
park home run from Calan-
dra. But the Tigers answered 
right back in the fourth with 
a RBI single from Isaiah Per-
ez, which made it 5-1. 

A Four-Run Cushion
The four-run lead looked 

like it was more than enough 
for East Side starter Timothy 
Lopez, who held back the Dol-
phin offense in 5.1 innings, 
giving up two runs on seven 
hits, strinking out seven and 
walking four. 

“He threw a lot strikes,” 
Mangieri said, “He had good 
velocity, probably one of the 
better guys we have seen this 
year.”

Lopez did get into trouble 
in the sixth and it looked 
like the magic was going to 
continue, but Pena was able 
to come in and end the rally. 
Though they came up short, 
the Dolphins were able to 
have a successful first year in 
the ‘AA’ level after winning 
the ‘B’ title last season. Beach 
Channel won the Queens AA 
West division title.

“These kids are resilient,” 
Mangieri said. 

“They never quit on me. It’s 
a big part of this program,” 

Beach Channel 
comes up short

St. John’s

Molloy

Molloy's Alexandra Yule (l.) hugs Jessica Hickey after winning the CHSAA 
Class AA state softball title. Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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Mathnasium of Bayside

718-747-MATH (6284) 
www.mathnasium.com/bayside

43-17 Bell Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361

At Mathnasium, we believe that every child has the ability to be successful 
in math—it’s just a matter of teaching the way that makes sense to them. 
When math makes sense, kids leap way ahead—whether they started out 
far behind or already ahead in math.

Catch up, keep up or get ahead with our summer camp math classes. Topics range 
from Numerical Fluency for grades 1–2, to All About Fractions for grades 3–4, to 
Multi-Step Problem Solving for grades 5–6, and SAT Math Prep for high schoolers. 
Visit www.mathnasium.com/bayside/promotions for a full listing of classes and prices.

Score big with Mathnasium 
this Summer!

15% 
Discount if enrolled by 6/13/15.


