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BY TOM MOMBERG

Police last week charged a 
29-year-old Bay Terrace man 
with throwing a neglected 
miniature Dachshund down 
the trash chute of his 17th-
floor apartment May 14.

The police said they fol-
lowed up on complaints and 
identified the dog’s owner as 
Michael Hutchinson of Bay 
Club Drive, who was convicted 
in 2007 of drugging and raping 
a 15-year-old girl in New Jer-
sey the year before.

In their investigation, po-
lice also found that Hutchin-
son had allegedly caused the 
death of a domestic cat in a 
separate incident a week later, 
according to the NYPD.

Detectives from NYPD’s 
Animal Cruelty Investigation 
Squad arrested Hutchinson 
May 28, charging him with 
two counts of torturing an ani-
mal, and one count of disabled 
animal abandonment, police 
said.

Hutchinson was only is-
sued an appearance ticket on 
what are misdemeanor offens-
es, according to New York’s 
penal law about the treatment 
of animals.  His court date was 
not schedued yet.

The female Dachshund sur-
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A CNG Publication Vol. 81 No. 23 64 total pages

In March, former city Councilman Dan Halloran (r) and his lawyer leave 
the courthouse in White Plains after he was sentenced to 10 years in 
prison. Halloran goes to prison June 8.

Sex offender 
abuses, kills 
pets: NYPD

GRADUATION DAY

At Queensborough Community College graduation ceremonies, a happy grad and and her friend 
go for a selfie to capture the moment. See Coverage on Page 5, 7, 28.   Photo by Julie Weissman

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ AND 
SADEF ALI KULLY

City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) of-
ficially announced this week 
his last day in office would 
be June 15, after accepting 
an administrative position 
with  Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
which will leave the northeast 
Queens post vacant until pri-
mary elections in September. 

Weprin, who has already 
started his first week in Al-
bany as the deputy secretary 
for legislative affairs for Cuo-
mo, issued a statement May 11 
confirming news reports that 
he was giving up his seat for 
Albany, where he had served 
for about 15 years in the state 
Assembly.  His father, Saul We-
prin, was the Assembly speak-
er from 1991 until his death in 
1994.

The unexpected resigna-
tion put the seat up for grabs 
with several northeast Queens 
contenders immediately ex-
pressing interest.

According to a Cuomo se-
nior staff member, Weprin has 
been up in Albany for several 
weeks now in his new role han-
dling legislative issues.

“Typically, his staff stays 
on and continues with their 
usual duties,” said Eric Koch, 

Weprin seat up for grabs
Council vacancy to be fi lled in fall after special election ruled out

BY SADIF ALI KULLY

Prison time is days away 
for former City Councilman 
Daniel Halloran, who will 
head to prison Monday to 
begin serving a 10-year sen-
tence on federal corruption 

charges.  He was convicted 
for his role in a bribery and 
fraud scheme to have former 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith, a 
southeast Queens Democrat, 
run as a Republican candidate 
in the 2013 mayoral election. 
Halloran had accepted $15,000 
in cash bribes and embezzled 

$80,000 in public funds to help 
Smith get Republican votes for 
his mayoral ticket. Halloran, 
who represented northeast 
Queens, was found guilty last 
year in July after a lengthy 
five-week trial. 

See story on Page 4

Halloran prepares for long prison gig
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
State Assemblyman Ron 

Kim (D-Flushing) and the 
Chinese-American Planning 
Council will host a carnival 
in the Flushing/Northeast re-
gion this summer for all chil-
dren in the neighborhood after 
some students at PS 120 were 
banned from a school carnival 
last week for not paying the re-
quired fee. 

Nearly 100 low-income stu-
dents whose parents did not 
pay a $10 admission fee for the 
carnival, which took place out-
side on school grounds, were 
forced to sit in the auditorium 
of the school, located at 58-01 
136th St.

The carnival will take 
place June 30 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the PS 120 playground. 
F&T Group, a global develop-
ment company whose global 
headquarters is based in 
downtown Flushing, is a main 
sponsor for the carnival, and 
Kim is trying to engage local 
folks. 

Kim said City Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing), U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
and State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) are all on board 
with then carnival. 

But he said he is unsure 
that the school is open to host-

ing the carnival. 
“We reached out to PS 120 

last week immediately follow-
ing the controversy, but they 
seem to be deferring to the 
Board of Education and other 
people so I’m not sure if they’re 
going to be open to having an-
other carnival at their school,” 
Kim said. 

Janice Won, CPC’s interim 
president and CEO, said the 
organization has a history of 
providing culturally appropri-
ate and inclusive programs 
and events. 

“With support from mem-
bers of the community, CPC 
will organize a carnival open 
to all children and their fami-
lies regardless of their socio-
economic level,” Won said in a 
statement. 

Stavisky sent a letter dated 
May 27 to Danielle Dimango, 
superintendent of Community 
School District 25, which cov-
ers Flushing, asking her office 
to investigate the incident and 
for an explanation of guide-
lines for events during school 
hours that require additional 
payment from students. 

The DOE said it is investi-
gating the matter.

“We are investigating 
the allegations that students 
whose families didn’t pay were 
not allowed to participate in a 

school celebration, a violation 
of DOE regulations.” Devora 
Kaye, a DOE spokeswoman, 
said in an email. 

Gary Pincus, president 
of Send in the Clowns Enter-
tainment, the New Hyde Park-
based company that hosted the 
carnival at the school, initial-
ly planned to host a free carni-
val for the students who were 
banned but decided to host it 
for all students.

Although he has selected 10 
possible school days in June 
for the carnival, he said he has 
yet to hear back from Diman-
go and PS 120’s principal, Joan 
Monroe. 

He also said Kim and the 
CPC did not reach out to him 
about their plans to hold the 
carnival, but has been in touch 
with Koo’s office.

“I’d rather just do it for ev-
erybody,” Pincus said. “I just 
want everybody happy, the 
kids happy. At the end of the 
day, it’s for the kids.”

Kim said he was planning 
to speak with Pincus.

“We want to collaborate as 
much as possible,” he said. 

Koo said that out of the 100 
students, about 34 students 
turned in slips from their par-
ents stating they did not want 
their kids to attend the carni-

BY TOM MOMBERG

The Bay Terrace Commu-
nity Alliance got a chance to 
meet with 109th Precinct’s 
commander last week to get 
an idea of what kind of crime 
is going on around the shop-
ping center and in nearby 
neighborhoods.

Though Deputy Inspec-
tor Thomas Conforti said 
crime is down 25 percent this 
year in the precinct overall, 
which translates to about 200 
fewer victims, vehicle related 
crime is still very prominent 
around the Bay Terrace Shop-
ping Center, because there is 
an abundance of parking and 
so many vehicles centrally lo-
cated.  The precinct also cov-
ers Flushing, Whitestone and 
College Point.

“People that come to 
these meetings want to know 
what’s going on in their 
neighborhood,” Conforti 
said. “Though things have 
become pretty good, crime-
wise, we’ve become too com-
placent.”

The deputy inspector said 
complacency comes in the 
form of people leaving their 
cars unlocked. He said crimi-
nals will do what is called 
“door-handle surfing,” and 
even though they may not 

find high-price-tag items, 
small things and a pocket full 
of change from each car they 
hit can add up very quickly.

“The only way my officers 
can arrest somebody for do-
ing something is if they catch 
them in the car, unless they 
had somebody who witnessed 
them in the act,” which Con-
forti said is why he stresses 
to both the Bay Terrace com-
munity and the people who go 
there to shop that they should 
always lock their doors and 
keep valuables out of sight.

“When you add this all up, 
it’s ingenious, because the 
people that are committing 
these crimes know that the 
likelihood of getting caught 
is slim to none. And even if 
they do get arrested for it, the 
charges like attempted petit 
larceny are very minor.”

He said sometimes the 
crimes can even go unno-
ticed, which is why “the 
vast number of deployments 
in this area over the last 
few months have been over-
night.” Conforti pointed  out 
“the biggest problem we have 
had over here in the first five 
months of the year have been 
tire and rim thefts off of ve-
hicles.”

Conforti said the shopping 

Deputy Inspector Thomas Conforti of NYPD's 109th Precinct talks 
about crime with Bay Terrace Community Alliance President Warren 
Schreiber. Photo by Tom Momberg

A carnival will be held in Flushing for all children this summer after some students at PS 120 were banned from 
attending a school carnival.  Google Earth

Auto theft crime up 
in Bay Terrace area

Kim to host carnival
Event to be held at PS 120 for all children in Flushing

Continued on Page 54
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BY TOM MOMBERG

David Porter Elementary 
School in Little Neck is com-
memorating 100 years, which 
culminated last Friday with a 
celebration.

As three fifth-grade stu-
dents emceed the PS 94 event, 
each student grade presented a 
project based on a decade they 
chose collectively, starting 
with the year the school was 
established: 1915.

Kindergarten rang in 
the next decade by singing 
the Jackson 5’s “ABC.” First 
grade chose the 1920s, singing 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy” and 
“Grand Old Flag,” with the 
boys in straw hats and girls 
in the feather headbands that 
were common among women 
in the Roaring Twenties and 
before.

 The second grade showed 
off their knowledge of the 
1960s to parents, faculty and 
staff, dressed for the decade. 
Students sang “I Want to Hold 

Your Hand” and put on a Jeop-
ardy game show.

The third grade followed 
with a PowerPoint presenta-
tion on the ’80s and they sang 
“Walking on Sunshine.”

The fourth grade chose the 
1940s, singing “Boogie Woo-
gie Bugle Boy.” The girls were 
dressed as Rosie the Riveter 
and the boys wore military 
uniforms.

The fifth grade presented 
the 1950s by singing “Rock 
Around the Clock,” dressed in 
common ’50s fashions. 

Teachers and administra-
tors were also decked out in 
clothing styled by decade, and 
were joined for the student 
presentations by state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside),  state 
Assemblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside), City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside), Dis-
trict 26 Superintendent Dan-
ielle Giunta, former Superin-
tendent Anita Saunders and 
United Federation of Teachers 
Vice President Richard Man-

tell.
Most parents had gone to 

see the student performances 
the day before the anniver-
sary event to save spaces for 
others, but Parent Coordina-
tor Linda Courtney said they 
were thrilled with them.

“We have been discussing 

this all year, but (the students) 
have been working on this 
over the past few months,” 
Courtney said.

The students had been re-
searching the decades during 
class, but the musical presen-
tations were coordinated by 
volunteers in the Dance and 

Glee Club. Students also had a 
chance to interview alumni of 
the David Porter School, and 
presented old and new school 
songs.

Avella presented Principal 
Laura Avakians with a resolu-
tion from the state Senate dur-
ing the event, commemorating 
the school’s century of success 
and unanimously adopted by 
the legislative body.

“For the past 100 years, PS 
94 has helped sculpt the bright, 
young futures of the children 
who were lucky enough to call 
this their school,” Avella said 
in a statement. “The students, 
teachers, faculty, parents and 
the entire PS 94 family have 
truly earned this extraordi-
nary opportunity to celebrate 
such a prestigious accomplish-
ment.”

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

First graders sing "Yankee Doodle Dandee" wearing patriotic straw hats 
and feather bands during  PS 94Q's centennial anniversary celebration. 

Photo courtesy of PS 94Q

Daniel Porter School celebrates centennial
Students at PS 94Q present several decades of music, culture for school’s 100th anniversary

danielgale.com
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to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.
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241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Former City Councilman 
Daniel Halloran will sur-
render to a federal prison 
in Kentucky Monday after 
a federal judge denied his 
court request to stay out of 
prison while he appeals his 
conviction. on corruption 
charge.

The disgraced northeast 
Queens lawmaker is facing 
a 10-year sentence after a 
lengthy trial in federal court 
in White Plains. He was 
found guilty in July 2014.

 Halloran had originally 
asked to stay out of prison 
while appealing his brib-
ery and fraud conviction for 
a scheme to bribe Queens 
GOP Vice Chairman Vin-
cent Tabone and other Re-
publicans to allow former 
southeast Queens state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith, a Demo-

crat, to run as a Republi-
can candidate in the 2013 
mayoral elections. Halloran 
was also found guilty of ac-
cepting a $15,000 cash bribe 
in exchange for embezzling 
$80,000 in public funds for 
a ghost project, which was 
part of the game plan, ac-
cording to court records. 

Smith and Tabone were 
also convicted and each is 
facing a maximum sentence 
of 25 years in prison. They 
both were scheduled to be 
sentenced in July. 

After Halloran’s bail 
pending appeal was denied 
by the U.S. Court of Appeals, 
his attorney, Jonathan Edel-
stein, had requested an ex-
tension on his last day as a 
civilian May 29. In the letter 
to Federal Judge Kenneth 
Karas, Edelstein wrote that 
June 1 would not be enough 

BY BILL PARRY

LaGuardia Airport had 
become so dilapidated in re-
cent years that Vice President 
Joe Biden said it resembled “a 
third world country” and Gov. 
Cuomo said “he’s right” before 
they  announced a design com-
petition for a modernization 
plan. One year later, after sev-
eral delays, the Port Author-
ity’s board of commissioners 
voted unanimously last week 
to select a development team 
to implement the enormous 
renovation.

LaGuardia Gateway Part-
ners will replace the airport’s 
Terminal B with a $3.6 billion 
facility that will include a cen-
tral entry portal linking previ-
ously unconnected terminals.

“For too long, LaGuardia 
has been the stepchild of our 
region’s airports compared 

to JFK and Newark Interna-
tional,” Port Authority Vice 
Chairman Scott Rechler said 
May 28. “Today we took the 
first step in moving forward 
with a comprehensive master 
plan to redevelop LaGuardia 
into a 21st century, world-class 

airport that the state of New 
York deserves.”

Construction of the project 
will be funded by a public-
private partnership, with the 
private sector contributing 
more than $2 billion and the 

BY TOM MOMBERG

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s re-
cent decision not to purge e-
mails of state employees after 
90 days has been praised by 
watchdog groups after much 
scrutiny. 

Moving forward, the state 
might be able to look to New 
York City for a system that has 
for long treated email docu-
ments like any other paper 
record.

Cuomo announced last 
week that any deletion of e-
mails would now have to be 
manual, but the state has to 
come up with new policies. 
Some emails that may have 
been necessary for public re-
cords have already been delet-
ed by several state employees 
acting on a 2013 policy the gov-
ernor set for all state agencies 
to automatically delete e-mails 
after 90 days.

The city Department of Re-
cords and Information Servic-
es sets retention and disposi-
tion schedules for the mayor’s 
office, borough offices, City 
Council and all city agencies. 

“There have been reten-

tion schedules in place for ev-
ery agency, for the most part, 
many dating back to the 1980s 
and some updated more recent-
ly, all of which apply to emails 
as well,” said Kenneth Cobb, a 

department spokesman.
In response to requests 

through the state Freedom of 
Information Law, emails were 
defined: “All email documents 
transmitted or received by the 

agency that are not duplicates 
of another record and which 
may be classified by subject 
matter within one of the cat-
egories of records set forth in 
the agency’s records retention 

schedules.”
In other words, there is 

no blanket amount of time 
required of the millions of 
emails sent and received by 
city employees for retention. 
For example, according to the 
document retention schedule 
for Council members, any 
email subject to constituents 
correspondence is required to 
be filed and retained for a min-
imum of two years. And any 
correspondence between City 
Council members and state or 
city agencies is supposed to be 
retained for four years.

Employees are given train-
ing to identify which docu-
ments, including emails, are to 
be retained, where and for how 
long, according to the Records 
and Information Services.

Robert Freeman, the execu-
tive director of the New York 
State Committee on Open Gov-
ernment, agreed with the pro-
cedures followed in New York 
City.

“The very content and na-
ture of emails should be treat-
ed like paper records,” Free-
man said. “The contents of an 

A development team is finally selected by the Port Authority to begin 
the $3.6 billion project to turn LaGuardia Airport into a world-class facil-
ity. Courtesy of Global Gateway Alliance

Gov. Andrew Cuomo's administration spends the weeks following the end of the 90-day e-mail purge policy, 
coming up with a new transparent system to put in place.

State considers new email policies
City records retention policies may serve as model for New York employees, legislators

Developer picked to overhaul
LaGuardia’s main Terminal B

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 54Continued on Page 40

Halloran makes tracks 
to new Kentucky home
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BY MADINA TOURE

Queensborough Communi-
ty College in Bayside conferred 
degrees to 2,300 students of 
many ages and hailing from a 
wide variety of countries last 
week. 

The two-year college locat-
ed at 222-05 56th Ave. and one 
of seven community colleges 
in the City University of New 
York system, hosted its 54th 
commencement ceremony in 
its athletic field last  Friday 
morning. 

Diane Call, Queensbor-
ough’s president, gave an 
introductory speech and an-
nounced the conferring of 
degrees. Paul Marchese, the 
provost and vice president for 
academic affairs, presented 
the graduates.

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, who is allocat-
ing $1 million for the college’s 
cafeteria project, encouraged 
graduates to stay in contact 
with the college and the bor-
ough.  

“Please remember that 
Queensborough Community 
College gave you your start, 
that Queens gave you your 
start, so come back,” Katz 
said. “Remember that some-
one, somewhere, some way 
helped you get to where you 
are today.”

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-

Flushing) and Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), described as friends of 
the college, also spoke during 
the ceremony. 

Stavisky called for passage 
of the New York State Dream 
Act, which would expand the 
Tuition Assistance Program 

to provide funds to illegal im-
migrants who want to go to 
school.  

She said the graduates 
have “the ability to change the 
world” with the education they 
received at Queensborough. 

“I love the word commu-

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

The long overdue comple-
tion of Little Bay Park’s com-
fort station was announced 
last Friday, even if visitors had 
to use portable toilets because 
the comfort station wasn’t ac-
tually complete. 

“I’m happy to be here, but 
how long will it be before we 
come back for the opening of 
the comfort station?” state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
said on a sunny afternoon, 
standing on the freshly paved 
parking lot. 

The park sits just at the en-
trance of Fort Totten, where 
it was announced that a fire-
works show would be held for 
the first time July 1. The new 
parking lot is part of a de-
cade-long project that is now 

partially complete. Over the 
years, the city has postponed 
the completion date several 
times and most recently the 
Parks Department had set the 
date for this fall. 

But with the fireworks 
show scheduled for July 1, of-

ficials pushed construction 
through so that there would 
be parking space for the large 
crowds that officials are ex-
pecting for the show. 

The plans had originally 
called for a 100-space lot, but 
it will now be able to hold 224 
vehicles. 

“Every now and then you 
have to bark and bite, but look 
at what it’s led to finally,” said 
Vallone, who attended the 
opening ceremony at Little 
Bay Park, which is named for 
the bay that it faces

Avella and former U.S. Rep. 
Gary Ackerman secured mil-
lions of dollars in 2004 to in-
stall bathrooms and expand 
the parking lot. Ackerman’s 
seat is now held by U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Melville), . 

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Willets Point United says 

it fears a local development 
corporation run by former 
Borough President Claire 
Shulman is trying to influ-
ence legislation in the corpo-
ration’s proposed project to 
rezone the Flushing water-
front.

The project, first started 
by the Flushing Willets Point 
Corona Local Development 
Corporation, would clean 
up and rezone 60 acres on 
the Flushing waterfront and 
create a planned community 
with waterfront access and 
housing and commercial 
space. 

The corporation said it 
hired the Department of City 
Planning to carry out tasks 
associated with the project’s 
brownfield grant, but WPU 
insists it wanted City Plan-
ning to be the applicant for 
rezoning the waterfront.

City Planning said it in-
corporated the project into 
its new study of Flushing 
West, which supports Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s 10-year afford-
able housing plan. 

But WPU, which was es-
tablished to fight eminent 
domain abuse, maintains 
that the group is trying to 
skirt a New York State Not-
for-Profit Corporation Law, 
section 1411, that says no lo-
cal development corporation 
“shall attempt to influence 
legislation by propaganda or 
otherwise.”

Records obtained under 
the Freedom of Informa-
tion Law provided to the 
TimesLedger by Queens ac-
tivist and filmmaker Robert 
LoScalzo, a Whitestone resi-
dent, show that as of late 2014, 
the corporation was plan-
ning to hire City Planning as 
a subcontractor.

WPU points to an agree-

ment dated Nov. 20, 2014 from 
the FOIL records in which 
the corporation agreed to pay 
City Planning $800,000 from 
a $1.5 million brownfield 
grant the group received in 
2011 from the Department of 
State. 

Shulman’s group main-
tains the arrangement with 
City Planning is legal.

Alex Rosa, a project con-
sultant for the corporation, 
said the agency is being paid 
to complete the tasks asso-
ciated with the brownfield 
grant. 

“There’s no legislation 
involved,” Rosa said. “This 
is an environmental impact 
study.” 

In July 2012, state Attor-
ney General Eric Schneider-
man found the city Economic 
Development Corporation 
and Shulman’s group illegal-
ly lobbied city officials about 
the Willets Point Redevelop-
ment Plan in 2008. Both the 
EDC and Shulman promised 
the state they would not do it 
again, according to the crim-
inal complaint. 

In 2009, the city clerk’s 
office fined the corporation 
$59,090 because Shulman did 
not properly file as a lobby-
ist. The group paid the fine 
but said it did not violate any 
law.

WPU’s head, Gerald An-
tonacci, who says he was a 
victim of the corporation’s 
attempts to influence legisla-
tion under the Willets Point 
Development Plan, contends 
the corporation is commit-
ting a similar act with the 
waterfront project.  

“I feel that the LDC is ille-
gally lobbying again and that 
they realized that halfway 
through the process and be-
gan to cover up the footprints 
they left,” Antonacci said. 

Shulman declined to com-

State Sen. Tony Avella address-
es officials and community or-
ganizations during the opening 
of the Little Bay Park.  

Photo by Eric Jankiewicz

Willets Point United says the Flushing Waterfront project is being pur-
sued illegally, which the city denies.  Courtesy of the Flushing LDC

Queensborough Community College President Diane Call speaks during 
the ceremony. More photos on Page 28. Photo by Julie Weissman

Group interrogates 
waterfront proposal 

Little Bay Park partway open

Over 2,000 graduate
Queensborough celebrates 54th commencement in Bayside

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The NYPD’s 111th Precinct 
held its annual award cer-
emony Tuesday to commend 
officers and volunteers who 
have made a difference in the 
communities that the precinct 
protects.

Award recipients were 
selected based on recommen-
dations of supervisors, com-
munity boards and based on 
community commendations, 
from throughout the precinct, 
which includes Bayside, Doug-
laston, Little Neck, Auburn-
dale, Hollis Hills and Fresh 
Meadows.

The event was sponsored by 
Frederick Funeral Home and 
emceed by the precinct’s new 
commanding officer, Capt. 
William McBride.

Sgt. Kenneth Ho, who is in-
volved with traffic safety for 
the precinct and heads up the 
traffic supervisor safety pro-
gram, was recognized with the 
Supervisor of the Year Award

“In recent years, there has 
been a lot more training put-
ting demand on our officers,” 
he said. .Saying Kenneth Ho 
was fast and furious to take 

on these new responsibilities 
with a smile, McBride present-
ed Ho with his award.

The Police Officer of the 
Year Award was given to 
Mario Cabuccia, who mostly 
works late night patrols. He 
was commended for making 41 
arrests in 2013, 38 in 2014 and 
16 so far in 2015.

“This is, by far one of the 
best police officers I’ve seen in 
my 25 years around ... He takes 
pride in his work and it shows. 
He made almost 100 arrests in 
30 months and has never once 
received any complaints from 
anybody,” McBride said before 
he invited Cabuccia to receive 
a plaque in recognition of his 
police work.

Det. Erica Madden was rec-
ognized as the 111th Precinct’s 
Detective of the Year, for al-
ways taking into account the 
victims to crimes with great 
empathy.

“This award we are giving 
out to another person who does 
a lot of work behind the scenes 
... She always takes things one 
step further, and goes above 
and beyond when she is deal-
ing with the public. She is al-
ways extremely empathetic to 

crime victims,” McBride said 
about Madden.

Other award recipients 
were Auxillary Officer Leon 
Pallas, who stood out in the 
precinct as somebody who puts 
in countless hours of commu-
nity service by volunteering 
his time to the precinct, as well 
as Peter Kim, a sophomore at 
Bayside High School who was 
enrolled in the precinct’s Ex-
plorer Program.

Recognized with the Civil-
ian of the Year award was Di-
ana Merchan for her efforts 
in making the neighborhoods 
safer in the 111th Precinct, 
although she was unable to 
make it to the ceremony.

                MICHAEL HUTCHINSON 
New York State Sex Offender Registry

111th Precinct presents award ceremony

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

These awards are 
always diffi cult 
because we are 

fortunate to have 
a large number of 
dedicated public 

servants.
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Greetings From

SUMMER CAMP

Samuel Field Y Day Camp
www.sfysummercamps.org
718.225.6750 x261 or x264

I     SFY DAY CAMP
 Low Camper / Staff Ratios
 Customizable Session Options
 Camps for Children with Special 
Needs 

 Elective Programming 

 Extended Hours (AM/PM) 
 Transportation Options 
 Indoor & Outdoor Programs 
 Exciting Trips & Travel Options
 1199, ACD, & HRA Accepted

Our Teen 

Camp girls 

always stop to 

smile for a pic 

on the road.

The members of the Junior 

Camp Art Elective show off 

their gorgeous creations.

Sports Camp shows us the meaning of 
teamwork.

Sign Up 

NOW

LIMITED TIME ONLY

For 

Discounted Pricing
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Tricia Campo, 
Early Childhood 

Director      

718.225.6750 x246      

TCampo@sfy.org

CUSTOMIZE YOUR CAMP!
Call now for more information about creating a 

customizable camp session, and scheduling a private tour of 
our beautiful campgrounds.
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Top scholars at Holy Cross 
High School were recognized 
for their hard work and de-
termination on Wednesday, 
May 6, 2015 at their annual 
Academic Awards Convoca-
tion.  Principal Ed Burns 
addressed the students and 
their parents in his welcom-
ing remarks where he spoke 
of Holy Cross’ mission of not 
only challenging every stu-
dent academically, but giv-
ing them the foundation 
and tools to succeed in life.  
“These gentlemen take care 
of themselves and take care 
of each other. They display 
maturity when faced with ad-
versity and lead when it may 
seem easier to follow. These 
are young men to be proud of 
– Holy Cross Men – and I am 
overjoyed to be standing here 
in front of each and every one 
of them.”

Holy Cross President Fa-
ther Walter Jenkins, C.S.C. 
and Principal Burns pre-
sented  the Scholastic Honor 
Awards: Bronze Medals to 
freshmen who achieved First 
Honors or Principal’s List 

during each of the fi rst three 
marking periods; Silver Med-
als to sophomores who won a 
Bronze Medal the prior year 
and achieved fi rst honors or 
higher during the current ac-
ademic school year; Gold Med-
als to juniors who won both 
Bronze and Silver Medals pre-
viously and continued to excel 
academically; and Green and 
Gold Medals to seniors who 
won the Bronze, Silver and 

Gold Medals and maintained 
First Honors or Principal’s 
List standing.

Outgoing members of the 
National Honor Society were 
recognized for meeting and 
exemplifying the criteria for 
membership in this presti-
gious organization: enthusi-
asm for scholarship, a desire 
to render service, leadership 
potential, and exceptional 
character. Certifi cates of 

Merit were awarded by fac-
ulty members to students 
who excelled in a particular 
course during the current 
school year and consistently 
demonstrated both determi-
nation and hard work.

Other notable awards in-
cluded the New York Com-
munity Bank Awards for 
Mathematics (Jack Egan), 
Community Service (Joseph 
Webb) and overall Outstand-

ing Academic Achievement 
(Brandon Chow, Dylan Chow), 
The Johns Hopkins Book 
Award (John Kundmuel-
ler), Holy Cross College Book 
Award (Charles Peponakis), 
U.S. President’s Education 
Awards (Luke Belviso, Bran-
don Chow, Dylan Chow, Louis 
Demarco, Jack Egan, Brian 
Lavelle, Vincent Lee, Liam 
McCaul, Nicholas Saladin, 
Andrew Tucker); New York 
State Academic Excellence 
Awards (Brandon Chow, Dy-
lan Chow, Brian Lavelle, Liam 
McCaul, Nicholas Saladin, 
Andrew Tucker); The Tablet 
All-Scholastic Team Award 
(Frederic Schuler); National 
Merit Scholarship (Christo-
pher Laudando); Renée Mon-
sen Memorial Scholarship 
(Antonios Sideris); Saint An-
dre Bessette Award (Thomas 
Strong); Michael Pergolizzi 
Scholarships, and the Holy 
Cross Scholar-Athlete Award 
(Talles Moreira).

The evening concluded 
with a reception for parents, 
students and faculty members 
in the school’s cafeteria.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Friends Now…Brothers for Life!

SESSION 1 
July 13-July 17, 2015

Morning 9:00-11:30 AM
Summer Saxophone
Explorations in Art

Afternoon 12:30-3:00 PM
Television Production
Introduction to Improv

SESSION 2
July 20-July 24, 2015

Morning 9:00-11:30 AM
Explorations in Art

Introduction to Coding

Afternoon 12:30-3:00 PM
Television Production

Intro to Entrepreneurship

Open House for Class of 2020 
Sunday, October 18, 2015  1:00-4:00 PM

Dylan Chow 
Brandon Chow

Friends Now...Brothers for Life!

HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER INSTITUTE 
for boys entering 6th, 7th or 8th grade this fall

Congratulations and Best 
Wishes to the CLASS OF 2015
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BY MADINA TOURE

More than 2,500 gradu-
ates, including working 
parents and first-generation 
college students, graduated 
from Queens College in Kew 
Gardens Hills during its com-
mencement ceremony last 
week. 

The 91st commencement 
ceremony, held in the Quad-
rangle of the college at 65-
30 Kissena Blvd., marked 
Queens College President 
Félix Matos Rodríguez’s first 
commencement. 

Rodriguez said the gradu-
ates would hold “a special 
place in my heart.”

“You’re a class destined 
for great things and we will 
hear much about you in the 
future,” Rodríguez said. 

The college also awarded 
an honorary degree to the late 
civil rights worker Andrew 
Goodman, who was murdered 
in Mississippi, along with his 
friends and fellow activists 
James Chaney and Michael 
Schwerner, in June 1964. 

The three men were pulled 
over by police near Phila-
delphia, Miss., released, and 
then kidnapped by Ku Klux 
Klansmen. David Goodman, 
Andrew’s brother, accepted 
the degree. 

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), who rep-
resents parts of Queens and 
the Bronx, received his bach-
elor’s degree from Queens 
College in 1985 and served as 
commencement speaker. 

He spoke of his work on 
immigration reform and the 
legalization of same-sex mar-
riage. It was at Queens Col-
lege that he began to experi-
ence diversity, he said. 

“Queens College truly 
opened my eyes to the world 
around me in a unique way,” 

Crowley said. 
He also praised Andrew 

Goodman for his work, not-
ing that Goodman was white.

“He was motivated to take 
up that cause to make a better 
life not just for himself but for 
all of you, all of us,” he said. 

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-NY) encouraged gradu-
ates to take advantage of a tax 
credit for families who make 
less than $200,000 and told 
them that they were born into 
the era of technology. 

He said they should go for 
their dreams, citing his deci-
sion to act on his desire to go 
into politics despite his fam-
ily’s expectations he would 
choose a different course.

“Now is the time to figure 
out what your dream is and 
reach high for it,” Schumer 
said. 

City Council Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito (D-Man-
hattan) said the graduates 
represent the future. 

“When I look out at your 
faces, I see the leaders, the 
thinkers, the innovators and 
the explorers,” Mark-Viverito 
said. 

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, for her part, 
urged the graduates to main-
tain their ties to the college. 

“Please come back to who-
ever you care deeply about, 
to whoever gave you that leg 
up,” Katz said. 

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), a 
Queens College alum, ex-
pressed similar sentiments, 
also noting they should keep 
their city roots. 

“Always be New Yorkers 
in everything that you do,” 
Lancman said. “Be bold, be 
tenacious, be industrious, 
be candid—better yet, be 
blunt.” 

BY MADINA TOURE

Sunrise Cooperative, a 
group of 48 auto shop owners 
in Willets Point, has been stag-
ing a hunger strike to protest 
their scheduled eviction from 
the industrial strip since Mon-
day as part of an agreement 
with the city Economic Devel-
opment Corporation.

In March, the group re-
ceived a nearly $5.8 million 
settlement from the city for 
fire safety, sewage facilities, 
office space and equipment 
at its new 84,000-square-foot 
space at 1080 Leggett Ave. in 
the Hunts Point section of the 
South Bronx.

But the future of the auto 
owners remains in limbo be-
cause work on the Bronx fa-
cility had not started yet and 
eviction notices have been 
prepared.

The evictions are part of 
the first phase of the $3 billion 
Willets Point Development 
Plan, which  includes a mega-
mall to be built on parkland, a 
hotel, mixed-income housing, 
community facilities and a 
convention center. 

The court-ordered agree-
ment specified that the EDC 
would pay $4.8 million and the 
Queens Development Group, 
the site developers, would pro-
vide $960,000 for their reloca-
tion and the renovation of the 
facility. The Sunrise Co-op 
was expected to contribute 
$143,000 and leave the site by 
June 1. 

An EDC spokeswoman said 
the agreement was approved 
by the State Supreme Court, 

city comptroller, EDC’s board 
and each member of Sunrise 
Co-op and that the June 1 va-
cate date was clear from the 
beginning. She pointed out 
that the Sunrise group had 
asked to manage the construc-
tion work. 

Marco Neira, Sunrise 
Coop’s president, along with 
about 10 auto shop owners, 
have been participating in the 
hunger strike at J.A.C. Global 
Corporation at 126-15 37th Ave. 
to send a message to Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and the EDC. 

Neira said 17 auto repair 
shops were supposed to have 
been fully constructed at the 
Bronx space by June 1, but 
construction has not begun.

Sunrise said construction 
has been “suspiciously de-
layed” by the city Department 
of Buildings, which means the 
Department of Housing Pres-
ervation and Development can 
now evict  the repair shops 
from Willets Point.

Eric Bederman, a spokes-
man for HPD, said the marshal 
sent out notices to the tenants 
last week. Neira said the shops 
received the notice May 28 and 
that six days from May 29, the 
marshal can close the shops.

The Sunrise president said 
the DOB has delayed the con-
struction process because the 
Bronx building has a violation 
and does not have the correct 
certificate of occupancy.

A DOB spokesman said the 
Sunrise group has not filed an 
application to obtain a con-
struction permit that would 
allow the certificate of occu-
pancy to be amended, among 

other steps.
Neira blamed the group’s 

attorney, Harvey Epstein of 
the Urban Justice Center, for 
not properly vetting the build-
ing.

“You as a lawyer, you’re 
supposed to review the lease, 
find out all the violations the 
building has and then sign the 
lease,” he said during a news 
conference when the hunger 
strike began.

Epstein said Urban Justice 
Center’s role is to distribute 
the funds given to the Sunrise 
group by the agreement.

“We don’t do permits, we 
don’t do contracts,” he said. 
“We negotiate agreements.”

At the request of City Coun-
cilwoman Julissa Ferreras (D-
East Elmhurst), who worked 
with the group to bring about 
the March agreement, the 
DOB’s Bronx borough commis-
sioner is personally handling 
the processing of permits for 
the Hunts Point location.

Ferreras said Sunrise Co-
op knew it would not be able 
to operate at its new location 
until several months after the 
agreement was made and that 
any break in the agreement by 
the EDC or Sunrise must be re-
solved among them.

“The Sunrise Cooperative 
has not met the requirements 
to operate legally at their 
Hunts Point location and the 
project cannot move forward 
until they do so,” Ferreras said 
in a statement. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Queens College President Félix Matos Rodríguez leading the 
commencement ceremony. More photos on Page 24. 

Willets Point auto-shop owners protesting a looming eviction in a hunger strike. Photo by Madina Toure

Hunger strike launched
Willets Point auto shop group faces pending eviction 

Queens College holds
91st commencement

Continued on Page 54
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POLICE 

Blotter
BROADWAY-FLUSHING — Police were looking for a man who robbed a Sub-

way restaurant in Broadway-Flushing mid-May. 
The man, armed with a firearm, walked into the restaurant at 25-52 Francis 

Lewis Blvd. May 12 at about 7:45 p.m. and demanded money, according to the 
police. 

The clerk complied and the man left the store with an undetermined amount 
of money, police said. There were no reported injuries.

Officials described the suspect as a white male in his early 40s, 5-foot-8 tall 
and weighing 185 pounds.

The investigation was ongoing, according to a police spokesman.

YARU TIAN

Ozone Park senior victim in assault: Cops

Flushing teenager reported missing: NYPD

Man wanted for robbery at Broadway Subway 

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS

ACHOO...........FLU
OUCH!...STITCHES
WHOOPS....X-RAY

191-20 Northern Blvd.
Bayside, NY 11358

718-224-8855
Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm

Sat. & Sun. 8am-7pm

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.
Glendale, NY 11385

718-805-9581
Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm

Sat. & Sun. 9am-3pm

FLUSHING — The NYPD is looking 
for a young Asian woman residing in 
downtown Flushing who has been miss-
ing since the end of May.

The woman, Yaru Tian, 19, of 132-08 
Sanford Ave., was last seen at 12 p.m. 
May 25 at her residence, according to the 
police. Tian was reported missing Mon-
day. 

Police described Tian as 5-foot-4 tall, 
weighing 120 pounds with brown eyes 
and black hair. A clothing description 
was not available.  

Tian was still missing as of Wednes-
day afternoon, according to a police 
spokesman.

OZONE PARK—A 73-year-old man 
was assaulted and robbed May 20 by 
two male suspects who fled the scene 
in a white SUV, police said. 

At 6 p.m., the victim was walking 
on 125th Street near 107th Avenue 
when two male suspects approached 
him from behind. Then they both 
punched and pushed him to the 
ground in front of the home address 
107-16 125th Street. 

The suspects then forcibly removed 
a chain from around the victim’s neck 
and ran southbound on 125th Street, 
where they entered a white SUV in 
front of 107-52 125th Street and fled 

On May 20, two male suspects fled in a white 
SUV after attacking and robbing a elderly 
man on 125 Street in Ozone Park.  

Photo by NYPD

Got tips?

Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 
(CRIMES) and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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Planned Service Changes

7
WEEKNIGHTS
12:45 AM – 5 AM, Wed to Fri
Jun 3 – 5, Jun 10 – 12, Jun 17 – 19, 
Jun 24 – 26, Jul 1 – 2

There is no 7 service between Flushing Main St and 
Mets-Willets Point

7 trains operate between Mets-Willets Point and 
Times Sq-42 St
Free shuttle buses provide alternate service

Stay Informed

 mta.info
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The schoolyard spat between Mayor de Blasio and 
Gov. Cuomo erupted again recently, leaving Queens 
on the sidelines of the political playground watching 
the two politicians slug it out.

At stake are mayoral control of city schools and 
affordable housing, two critical issues for the resi-
dents of this borough.

Although they claim a friendship dating back 20 
years, the mayor and his former boss at HUD have 
had increasing difficulty finding common ground 
on issues that are fundamental to the city.

Lost in the jockeying for position between the two 
lawmakers is a real discussion about permanent vs. 
short-term mayoral control and tax breaks for devel-
opers of affordable housing. Queens residents have a 
right to know both sides of these issues rather than 
hearing sound bites tossed out in a verbal sparring 
match as de Blasio and Cuomo stake out positions.

In all fairness to our mayor, Cuomo has taken a 
much harder line against de Blasio, which has puz-
zled many political observers. It was assumed that 
both men were cut from the same Democratic cloth, 
but Cuomo has a reputation for pragmatic thinking 
and de Blasio is a novice when it comes to the City 
Hall vs. Albany sport.

De Blasio seems to be taken aback by the obsta-
cles the governor has thrown up in front of him, but 
he has begun landing some punches of his own.

The mayor, who has made education a central 
part of his agenda, pushed hard to get Albany to give 
control of the schools back to the city permanently, 
but Cuomo has said three more years is just fine be-
fore the system is evaluated again.

Both the governor and the mayor were in the 
business of affordable housing at HUD. But Cuomo 
sharply opposed the mayor’s affordable housing plan 
as a “sweetheart deal” for developers and accused de 
Blasio of turning his back on unions by not requir-
ing builders to pay the prevailing wage. De Blasio 
retaliated by saying his plan would end the tax sub-
sidies for condos favored by Cuomo.

The warring pols reached a detente this week as 
word circulated that a woman may have caused the 
rift—a territorial rather than a romantic conquest.

The mayor just hired Karen Hinton, a PR woman 
who worked with both men at HUD, as his press sec-
retary. She has been part of Cuomo’s brain trust and 
apparently is not to be shared with de Blasio.

So, gentleman, cool the rivalry and let’s get back 
to basics. Queens needs both of you to make the city 
a place where families can educate their children in 
decent schools and find homes in 80,000 new afford-
able units. Leave the mumbletypeg to the kids.

HAND-TO-HAND

Airbnb offers homeowners a lifeline
No one plans on dealing with 

illness—it just happens. When I 
developed cancer from working 
near the World Trade Center in 
the four years after the Septem-
ber 11 attacks, I did not have a 
plan for paying the exorbitant 
medical bills that racked up de-
spite my solid health insurance. 

I saved myself from financial 
ruin by hosting on Airbnb. It was 
the bridge that got me through 
my fight with cancer without los-
ing my home. So as government 
officials consider how to regulate 
home sharing, I hope they re-
member those of us who rely on 
Airbnb to weather difficult times 
and work with us on solutions.

About 13 years ago, I bought my 
home in Ozone Park. It has a cot-
tage that I used when family and 
friends visited.

I was a Wall Street executive 
for many years. I am proud of my 
hard work and feel so lucky to 
have been compensated well. Af-
ter the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, I 
continued working near Ground 
Zero. I was exposed to the toxic 
air and unfortunately developed 
cancer. The Affordable Care Act 
was seven years from becoming 
law and my health plan was insuf-
ficient to cover my bills. 

I got a crash course in the cost 
of medical care. What I learned 
is that it is so expensive that no 
matter how successful or hard-
working you are, and no matter 
how big your nest egg or rainy day 
fund is, you are one illness away 
from total financial disaster. 

I found my way back to finan-
cial stability through Airbnb. 
I listed my guest apartment for 

short term stays as a stopgap and 
safety net. It was how I survived 
my illness without losing my 
house and falling into poverty.

I’m happy to say that my health 
is better now, but I’m still hosting 
on Airbnb because I love sharing 
my home and our city with people 
who want to visit New York.

For many hosts, Airbnb is 
how we bridge difficult times and 
make it here. The small amount of 
income we earn gives us stability 
and allows us to stay in our homes 
through periods of hardship. 

I hope our elected officials 
keep this in mind and craft fair 
laws that make it possible for ev-
ery New Yorker to share the home 
in which they live.

 
Lee Thomas
Ozone Park
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READERS WRITE

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
CORRECTION
On Page 1 of the May 29-June 4 issue of Bayside Times, the people in the photograph under the headline 
“Queens celebrates veterans” are misidentified. The couple in the car are Roland and Grace Tatzel, not 
Andrew Ehrler and his wife. 

Following up on a past edi-
torial letter in which I indicat-
ed my preference for neither 
a Queensway of pedestrian/
commercial accommodation, 
nor restitution of the old Rock-
away Beach LIRR line as a 
North-South Queens trans-
portation alternative, I would 
like to suggest that the best 
solution to public transporta-
tion inadequacies would be 
the expansion of the Air Train 
along the Van Wyck Express-
way through Briarwood.

The major source of traf-
fic congestion and air/noise 
pollution along the Van Wyck 
Expressway and Woodhaven 
Boulevard has been the lack of 
public transit parallel to these 
two corridors. Robert Moses 
advocated parkways and ex-
pressways, and was no friend 
of public transit of elevated, 

surface, or subway lines.  His 
master plan of the Grand Cen-
tral Parkway in Queens de-
signed the clearance at over-
passes low enough to preclude 
commercial trucks, thus forc-
ing them to be re-routed to the 
Van Wyck Expressway, with 
concomitant congestion, and 
air and noise pollution.

When it had been proposed 
some years ago to expand 
the Air Train along the Van 
Wyck Expressway beyond its 
present point of diversion to 
the LIRR Jamaica hub, the 
Briarwood Community As-
sociation, along with Queens 
Community Board 8, vehe-
mently opposed the idea, 
which would have provided 
clean public transit along 
this corridor for underserved 
southeast Queens communi-
ties, and reduced the conges-

tion and pollution due to the 
Van Wyck Expressway.  In-
stead, the BCA and CB 8 sup-
ported the Kew Gardens-Van 
Wyck Interchange Project for 
an expansive widening of the 
expressway with more pollu-
tion. Despite my proposal in 
another past editorial letter 
for a structural capping of the 
Van Wyck with a park deck 
to ameliorate the issue of air 
pollution in the labyrinthine 
region of Briarwood), the 
project has not been modified 
thereof.

Now, we have Jay Parker 
of Ben’s Best deli in Rego Park 
pushing for a Queensway with 
an expensive grandstanding 
Queensway deli sandwich as a 
prelude to the development of 
this pristine forested strip as a 
commercial venue with kiosks 
for food, and the necessarily 

resultant foot traffic of people 
and rodents in the backyards of 
homes in Richmond Hill (plus 
the demise of local merchants 
perpendicular to that corri-
dor). This prospect I know of 
firsthand, since I had resided 
in Richmond Hill a block away 
from the old Rockaway Beach 
LIRR line for close to 20 years.

The bottom line is that the 
most viable solution to the 
question of what to do with the 
abandoned Rockaway Beach 
LIRR line is to do nothing 
along that stretch, thus pre-
serving its forested ambiance. 
And, the most viable solution 
to North-South transportation 
needs in Queens is to extend 
the present Air Train from 
Kennedy Airport along the 
entire length of the Van Wyck 
Expressway, thus providing 
public transit and reducing 

the vehicular traffic conges-
tion on this expressway. 

The primary issue for the 
quality of life of the right-of-
way communities, such as Bri-
arwood, should be transporta-
tion modes and technologies 
(such as parkland deck cap-
ping of the Van Wyck) which 
reduce the presently high lev-
els of air pollution from com-
bustion engines. The present 
Kew Interchange Project is 
short-sighted, grossly expen-
sive, and shall only worsen 
the long-term health and well-
being of residents through de-
foliation and increased toxic 
vehicular emissions. We need 
the eco-friendly Air Train to 
be expanded through Briar-
wood and beyond.

Joseph N. Manago
Flushing

Serve by volunteering Forest Hills needs its bookstore

To fi x public transport, expand Air Train

I was at a Memorial Day 
breakfast which was spon-
sored by the Memorial Day 
parade committee, and took 
place at Father Smith Hall 
in St. Anastasia Parish in 
Douglaston, on May 25. There 
were many religious, politi-
cal, veteran, military, fire 
departments, police and civic 
groups in attendance includ-
ing my organization, St. An-
astasia Knights of Columbus 
Council #5911, where I serve 
proudly as Grand Knight. All 
these groups were there in 
preparation for marching in 
the parade. 

I had the opportunity to 
speak to a number of orga-
nizations and the chief com-
plaint was that they find 
a decline in membership. 
It seems that if we want to 
make our country and com-
munity better, we need to 
get involved. Like President 
John F. Kennedy said, “Ask 
not what your country can 
do for you but what you can 

do for your country.” Well, 
that was true when he said 
it in the ’60s and is so true 
today. 

We have a great opportu-
nity to help our neighbors and 
our community. This can be 
accomplished by volunteer-
ing for our local churches, 
temples, faith-based organi-
zations and civic organiza-
tions that serve the greater 
good. Remember this: We are 
the “we the people” spoken of 
in the Constitution, and we 
need to get involved to truly 
make our communities a bet-
ter place to live and work. 
There are many organiza-
tions in our local communi-
ties and they can be found on 
the Internet or in our local 
and regional newspapers. So 
in closing be all you can be 
and serve your community. 
You will be proud that you 
did, because I know I am.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

The Forest Hills Barnes 
& Noble has been a neigh-
borhood treasure and retail 
anchor on Austin Street for 
over two decades. Count-
less families—including my 
own—frequent the bookstore 
on a regular basis. 

Whether for weekly story 
time with the kids or schools 
wrapping gifts during the 
holidays or catching up with 
friends, the Forest Hills 
Barnes & Noble is an integral 
part of the community’s daily 
story.

While the financial chal-

lenges that bookstores and 
landlords face in an ever-
changing market are both un-
deniable and understandable, 
just as certain is the deep 
level of organic support from 
throughout community to 
have the Forest Hills Barnes 
& Noble remain open.

In recent weeks, my office 
has reiterated this in candid 
discussions on behalf of the 
community with both Muss 
Development LLC and Barnes 
& Noble, and urged an agree-
ment.  Most encouraging has 
been to hear from both par-

ties a mutual desire to stay 
open for business on Austin 
Street.

Forest Hills Barnes & No-
ble is good for families, and 
therefore good for Queens. 
It is in everyone’s interest to 
reach an agreement to keep 
the Forest Hills Barnes & No-
ble open, and I and my office 
remain available to be of any 
assistance to this end.

Melinda Katz
Queens Borough President
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T
he City Council took ac-
tion last week, passing 
a bill that called for the 
creation of an Office of 

Civil Justice, as outlined in 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viver-
ito’s State of the City Address 
earlier this year. This office, 
modeled after the existing Of-
fice of Criminal Justice, uni-
fies efforts by the adminis-
tration to assist New Yorkers 
to connect with legal repre-
sentation in some civil court 
matters. 

The bill’s lead sponsor, 
Council member Mark Levine 
(D-Morningside Heights) 
notes that the creation of the 
OCJ would have the biggest 
impact in housing courts. 
Skyrocketing property values 
across the city have incentiv-
ized property owners and 
management companies to 
raise rents and threaten the 
eviction of existing tenants, 
a struggle that often finds its 
way to the courtroom.

Last month, the inherent 
inequity in the civil court 
system was laid bare when 
scathing news reports ex-
posed widespread mistreat-
ment and exploitation in the 
nail salon industry. Workers 
in other industries, including 
restaurant workers and re-
tail employees, are reticent to 
sue over labor law violations 
due to the high cost of tak-
ing legal action. Immigrants 
in low-wage sectors tend to 
be the most vulnerable to ex-
ploitation, due to a lack of 
knowledge about the legal 
system and the lack of means 
to afford representation in 
court.

A civil justice coordinator, 
a position appointed by and 
accountable to the mayor’s 
office, would head the Office 
of Civil Justice. Despite be-
ing dubbed “the people’s law 
firm” by the speaker in her 
address, the office does not 
create a right to legal coun-
sel or provide legal services, 
but instead connects indigent 
clients to pro bono and legal 
aid that may assist them with 
deportation defense or hous-
ing court proceedings. The 
office would liaise with such 
groups to identify potential 

issues and barriers to legal 
representation faced by indi-
gent clients.

In hearings, Human 
 Resources Administration  
Com missioner Steven Banks 
suggested the newly created 
office be placed by the may-
or under the purview of his 
agency. Commissioner Banks 
served thirty-three years 
with the Legal Aid Society 
prior to joining the adminis-
tration. 

The bill, Intro. 736, sailed 
through the City Council 
with bipartisan support, by 
a vote of 49-0, with two mem-
bers absent. The Committee 
on Courts and Legal Services, 
chaired by Council Member 
Rory Lancman (D-Kew Gar-
dens) moved the legislation to 
a vote after holding hearings 
and meetings that focused 
on indigent defense, veter-
ans and behavioral health. 
Also listed as co-sponsors on 
the bill were Queens Coun-
cilmembers Daniel Dromm 
(D-Elmhurst) and Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside).

Unlike the right to an at-
torney in criminal proceed-
ings, Intro. 736 does not create 
this obligation on the govern-
ment, although New York 

City does allocate a portion of 
the executive budget for indi-
gent legal representation. As 
described in Intro. 736, The 
Office of Civil Justice would 
act as a facilitator and edu-
cator for those that might be 
seeking legal assistance. As 
such, the cost is expected to 
be minimal.

Intro. 736 also contains 
provisions for the office to 
collect data on legal services 
needed for matters includ-
ing housing, medical debts/
expenses, employment, immi-
gration, public benefit and do-
mestic/family matters. With 
this data, the bill tasks the 
Office of Civil Justice with 
identifying areas of the city 
underserved by existing legal 
aid services.

This is not the only action 
the Council plans to take on 
civil court representation. 
Last year, Council members 
Vanessa Gibson (D-Bronx) 
and Mark Levine put forward 
legislation to guarantee legal 
representation for tenants 
facing landlords in housing 
court, at a potential cost to the 
city of $100 million, according 
to budget office estimates. 
That bill remains stranded in 
committee. 

Intro. 736 now moves to the 
mayor’s desk for signature. 
The speaker and committee 
are expected to move on other 
legislative and budgetary pri-
orities, including reducing 
arrests for minor offenses 
and the creation of a citywide 
bail fund.

COLUMNS

D
uring my youthful 
days, I played stickball, 
Chinese handball, soft-
ball and handball.  As I 

grew older, these activites be-
came less and less, until they 
were no more. 

As I used to tell question-
ers:  “I have two forms of ex-
ercise. Walking and jumping 
to conclusions.”

The second is still with 
me.  The first is almost com-
pletely gone.  Ah, to be in the 
Seventh Age of Man!

In my salad days, I would 
and could walk about two 
miles on occasion—to meet 

my wife, Elaine, for dinner 
and a Broadway show, or 
something at Lincoln Center. 
I was officially at work until 
5:15, but I managed to make it 
in time, even though I came 
from the Union Square area.

I remember once that I 
made another after-work 
visit to the Columbus Circle 
area and, because I was early, 
I decided to walk to the World 
Trade Center, for a reception 
at Windows on the World.  I 
got there in time. 

These excursions come 
back to me, as I have been in 
the hospital, for short visits, 
twice this spring. I have vis-
ited many doctors and I have 
been in physical therapy. The 
second stay was after I fell 
at home. No bones broken, 
or other damage, as far as I 
know, but it had to be checked 
out.

Since we moved from Rich-

mond Hill we have had a new 
set of doctors, all of them ex-
cellent, in my opinion and, 
above all, caring. 

We are also very near two 
fine hospitals, North Shore/
LIJ and St. Francis. We have 
used both, but mainly St. 
Francis. The care in both is 
very good, indeed. 

These last stays have 
caused me to think about 
my health care and Elaine’s. 
When I was a pre-adolescent, 
we had two doctors who made 
house calls in Borough Park. 
Good guys. When we moved 
to Elmhurst, our doctor (who 
made house calls) had an of-
fice on Van Horn Street, near 
my elementary school. A ref-
ugee from Nazi Germany, he 
was a very kind and caring 
doctor—and a good one. After 
several decades as a public 
member of the NYS Board for 
Professional Medical Con-

duct, I think I have a fair idea 
about good, not so good and 
bad doctors. There are some 
of the last and many in the top 
category. 

I believe that everyone 
in this country—the richest 
in the history of the world—
should have the kind of care 
we receive. Since the Afford-
able Care Act began working, 
more than 11 million Ameri-
cans have enrolled in it. After 
a bumpy start, I think that 
most people would at least 
concede that it has been a 
success.

Elaine and I are fortunate, 
in many ways. We have Medi-
care. Shouldn’t everyone? It 
works. I receive a decent pen-
sion from my last employer. 
Each month, money is sub-
tracted for secondary health 
coverage (quite good), pre-
scription drugs (very good) 
and dental care. In the last 

case, since our dentist is not 
in the network, the coverage 
is not as great as it might be, 
but still....

But how many more need 
health insurance in the Unit-
ed States? Too many tens of 
millions, as far as I know. 
Are they getting the kind of 
health care I believe everyone 
should have? 

I fear not. Indeed, if media 
reports are correct, I know 
they do not. 

As I recover from two short 
stays in St. Francis, I can’t 
help wondering: Why not?

The answers lie—I be-
lieve—with all Americans. 

It is a consummation de-
voutly to be wished, don’t you 
think?

Je Suis Charlie
Please see my blog, No 

Holds Barred, at TimesLedg-
er.com.

Everyone deserves to have health insurance

Council urges creation of Offi ce of Civil Justice

New Voices

Kenneth 
Kowald 

n

I Sit and 
Look Out

I mmigrants in low-wage sectors 
tend to be the most vulnerable to 

exploitation, due to a lack of 
knowledge about the legal system 

and the lack of means to afford 
representation in court.
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E
mily Horowitz spends a 
lot of time with people 
other professors don’t. 
Criminals. Domestic 

violence victims. Domestic 
violence perps. Sex offenders. 
Guys convicted of murder. 

A teacher of sociology and 
criminology at St. Francis 
College in Brooklyn, she in-
troduces her students to the 
same folks she is meeting in an 
effort to change the lives of all 
of them.

Horowitz is one of those 
people who walks the walk. Be-
fore coming to St. Francis, she 
got her Ph.D. in sociology at 
Yale, concentrating in women’s 
studies and decided to spend a 
year in Brooklyn’s domestic 
violence court, watching as 
women finally got justice. 

But … that wasn’t what she 
saw.

“It was just poor and un-
employed men being slammed 

over and over,” says Horowitz, 
a mom of four. 

Horowitz agrees that if a 
man slapped his partner, he 
should be punished, but she 
thought the harsh sentences 
she witnessed weren’t designed 
to improve anyone’s prospects.

She began to regard the 
criminal justice system with 
curiosity: How much was over-
kill baked into the system? 

To find out, she started in-
viting convicts who had been 
exonerated to speak to her 
class. People such as Marty 
Tankleff, who falsely con-
fessed to killing his parents; 
Jesse Friedman, notorious 
from the movie “Capturing the 
Friedmans”; and even Bernard 
Baran. 

Who? 
“Bernard was a work-

ing class, gay teenager who 
dropped out of high school in 
the late ’80s because he was 
bullied. He started working 
at a day care center,” says 
Horowitz. “But a couple went 
to the head of the day care and 
said they didn’t want a ‘homo’ 
watching their son. And the 
day care said, ‘We can’t fire a 
person because of that.’ Lo and 
behold, the couple alleged that 
Baron molested their son,” 

says Horowitz.
Baran was found guilty and 

given three life sentences. The 
judge said that putting a gay 
man in a day care center was 
like putting a chocoholic in a 
candy store—as if being a gay 
man and being a child molest-
er were the same thing. 

The National Center for 
Reason and Justice champi-
oned Baran’s case, and he was 
finally freed after more than 
20 years behind bars. 

He told the class what it was 
like to be a gay man in prison 
who had been convicted of 
child molestation: They put 
cigarettes out on his head. He 
was beaten. He was raped more 
than 30 times. 

As he told his story, stu-
dents wept. Those tears—and 
those students—will go on to 
make a difference, Horowitz 
says, because many of her stu-
dents go on to careers in law 
enforcement. 

“Now they will have a much 
more nuanced view of the peo-
ple they’re dealing with,” she 
said. 

A couple of years ago, 
Horowitz taught a women’s 
studies class at the Bed-
ford Hills women’s prison 
in Westchester. There she 

learned that until the ’90s, 
prisoners could get financial 
aid for college courses. New 
York State put an end to that, 
and the number of inmates 
getting an education plum-
meted—even though the re-
cidivism rate for people who 
get college degrees in prison 
is under 5 percent.

But a trickle of students 
still do manage to take classes 
behind bars, and Horowitz is 
determined to make sure that 
at least some of them get the 
chance to earn their degrees 
once freed. So this school year, 
she arranged for five formerly 
incarcerated students to ma-
triculate at St. Francis. One 
has already proved such an 
amazing scholar—straight 
A’s—that the school is sending 
her on a Franciscan pilgrim-
age to Assisi. After all, St. 
Francis was all about helping 
and forgiveness.

Horowitz’s latest project is 
the just-published book, “Pro-
tecting Our Kids? How Sex 
Offender Laws are Failing Us” 
(Praeger, 2015). 

Ever the researcher, she 
discovered that the belief that 
sex offenders must be continu-
ally monitored to keep kids 
safe is based on fear, not fact. 

“Once people are no longer 
a threat, you don’t have to pun-
ish them to the point where you 
destroy their lives,” she says. 
“I’m not pro sex offender, I’m 
pro move-on-with-your-life-
once-you’ve-been-punished.”

She’ll be reading from her 
book this Sunday night, June 
7, at the Bluestockings book-
store, 172 Allen St., on Manhat-
tan’s Lower East Side, at 7 pm. 
Admission is free. 

If you’re wondering what it 
looks like when an academic 
talks the talk, walks the walk 
and changes the lives of future 
cops and former convicts, don’t 
miss it. 

I know I won’t. 

Lenore Skenazy is a public 
speaker and author of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids. 

COLUMNS

A 
new Republican County 
Chairman has emerged 
in Queens during the 
last several months. 

He is Robert Turner, a former 
congressman, who in 2011 de-
feated David Weprin in a spe-
cial congressional election.

He feels that his experience 
in Congress will help him in 
his efforts to build the county 
organization. Turner will em-
phasize getting volunteers to 
help in political campaigns 
and political projects geared 
to increasing the party mem-
bership. He especially intends 

to take an interest in building 
and increasing the member-
ship of the political clubs.

Turner is well aware that 
the Queens Republican Party 
has had its share of internal 
battles over the years, which 
have hurt its candidates at the 
polls. He wants to be fair to all 
sides and try to get them to 
work together.

Turner has stressed the 
importance of having a de-
pendable staff and hard-work-
ing officers. He realizes that 
getting effective candidates 
for public office is needed. 
That is a priority in terms of 
electing candidates.

Over 40 years ago the 
Queens Republican Party had 
five members of the state As-
sembly elected. For a 20-year 
period the Republicans had 
two state senators, Frank Pa-
davan and Serf Maltese.

The Republican presiden-
tial primary of 2016 is going 
to have a considerable num-
ber of candidates competing 
for their party’s presidential 
nomination. There will be 
more candidates than in any 
recent presidential prima-
ries. 

Turner believes that is 
a good thing, because it is 
likely that the strongest can-
didate will emerge. He is very 
optimistic that the Republi-
cans will win the presiden-
tial election and that this will 
help Republican candidates 
at the local level, including 
Queens. 

Turner also points out that 
most political opinion polls 
support conservative Repub-
lican issues and candidates. 
He is hopeful that will contin-
ue. He indicated an upsurge 
against extreme liberal can-

didates. Turner also said that 
in the short time he has been 
county leader, “he has seen a 
great deal of enthusiasm and 
unity within the Queens Re-
publican Party.”

It was difficult for the 

Queens Republicans to con-
tinually work together on all 
campaigns and issues. Since 
the early 1980s there has been 
periodic warfare within the 
Queens Republican Party. It 
has hurt the local party badly. 
However we are entering a 
new era. Domestic and foreign 
policies have changed with 
terrorism at home and abroad 
as major concerns.

There does not seem to 
have been a major inter-party 
battle within the city Demo-
cratic Party since the 1960s 
and early 1970s. 

All political leadership re-
alize that to achieve victory at 
the polls, there has to be some 
degree of party unity. That is 
true even more so today than 
in the past.

At this point, 2016 prom-
ises to be an eventful political 
year. 

Turner sees rebirth of enthusiasm in Queens GOP

A college professor changes minds and lives 
T he recidivism 
rate for people 
who get college 

degrees in 
prison is under 

5 percent.

T urner is well 
aware that the 

Queens Repubican 
Party has had its 
share of internal 
battles over the 

years, which have 
hurt its candidates 

at the polls.
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BY BILL PARRY

Since opening in 1966, Ben-
jamin N. Cardozo High School 
in Bayside has generally been 
considered one of the best-
rated schools in the city and 
has appeared as one of News-
week’s top 100 schools in the 
nation. On Saturday the school 
celebrated its athletic prow-
ess, welcoming back three star 
athletes and one coach for the 
inaugural induction into its 
Hall of Fame.

The inaugural class includ-
ed Royal Ivey, a basketball star 
at the University of Texas who 
played in the NBA for a de-
cade; Peter Munro, who made 
it as a pitcher in the Major 
Leagues; and Neal Kitson, a 
soccer goalkeeper who starred 
at St. John’s University before 
a pro career in Major League 
Soccer.

Howie Arons, who coached 
the winningest tennis team in 
New York state history, hav-
ing gone to the playoffs every 
year since 1978 and getting 

to the city finals 26 times, be-
came a Cardozo Hall of Famer. 
“This school has always been 
known for its athletic inten-
sity,” Arons said.

Cardozo baseball coach 
Peter Douglas, after singing a 
rousing rendition of “Take Me 
Out to the Ballgame,” intro-
duced Peter Munro, telling the 
crowd, “There are seven bil-
lion people on the planet and 
only 300 are pitching in the 
Major Leagues at one time.”

Drafted by the Red Sox, 
Munro broke into the majors 
with the Toronto Blue Jays but 
gained fame as a Texas Ranger 
when he combined with four 
other pitchers to no-hit the 
Yankees on June 11, 2003.

“They put us in an exhibi-
tion at the Baseball Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown for that, 
but I’m proud to be inducted in 
this Hall,” Munro said, sliding 
his sunglasses down over his 
eyes to hide tears.

Many in the crowd were 
waiting for “Dozo” royalty. A 
basketball player who caught 

the coach’s eye at the age of 13 
during a tryout.

“I saw this kid wearing 
a size 13 sneaker as a ninth 
grader,” Coach Ron Naclerio 
said. “He played on the varsity 
in his second year, started as 
a junior and led us to a city 
championship as a senior.”

Royal Ivey went on to star 
for the Texas Longhorns, 
starting in a school-record 
126 games and reaching the 

NCAA Final Four in 2003. 
Then he took it to the next lev-
el as a draft pick of the Atlanta 
Hawks, eventually playing in 
the NBA Finals with the Okla-
homa City Thunder.

“It’s been quite a journey 
for me, but coach—I was wear-
ing a size 14 in ninth grade,” 
Ivey said with a smile. He is 
now a coach with the Thun-
der’s D-League team, hoping 
to one day be a head coach in 

the NBA.
“I was never the fastest, 

the strongest or the tallest, 
but my parents taught me all 
about hard work, dedication 
and resiliency,” he said with 
his mother Jennifer and fa-
ther Rod, a layout artist at the 
TimesLedger Newspapers, 
beaming with pride in the 
audience. “I don’t want to be 
known as an NBA journeyman 
but as a community leader.”

Ivey has returned home to 
Hollis every summer for the 
last decade to coach a free 
three-day basketball and life-
skills clinic. 

“We don’t just teach the 
kids basketball, we teach them 
finance and health, too,” Ivey 
said. “We want to help them 
get a leg up in life, and it’s also 
a chance for them to get off the 
streets for a few days.”

He added that 150 kids at-
tend the camp on a first-come, 
first-served basis and that ap-
plications can be found at roy-
aliveybasketballcamp.com

Former NBA player Royal Ivey gets inducted into Cardozo High School's 
Hall of Fame. Photo by Bill Parry

Royal Ivey inducted into Cardozo’s Hall of Fame
Three others part of inaugural class for athletic program known for it’s ‘fi erce intensity”

Uncle Jack

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary turned the tragic and sad times of my brother, 
dad and uncle into memories of happy times.

“As a Detective for the New York City Police Department, I can 
appreciate the work you do for those in need. Throughout the years 
our family has been blessed with your unique end-of-life care. Not 
once… or twice… but three different times. My brother Tom. My 
dad. And then my Uncle Jack, both in The Bronx and Brooklyn. Each 
time your doctors, nurses, cancer care technicians… in fact your 
entire staff… relieved their horrendous physical pain from cancer. At 
the same time, you also relieved our entire family’s emotional pain. 
All of the family and friends would visit – around the clock – talking, 
laughing, and reminiscing. Once we even had our Thanksgiving 
Dinner there. During those final days of their lives, you helped us all 
bring back the happy times. When I talk to people about Calvary, I tell 
them when you walk through those doors, life doesn’t end. Life goes 
on. We’ll never forget what you meant to us. Thank you, Calvary.”

 – Detective Joe Hall

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Me & Dad

My Brother Tom
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WORLD’S FAIR
1940  1965 ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL

Celebrate the 75th and 50th World’s Fair anniversaries with a tour of 
historic sites, great food from around the world, international music and 

dance performances, and more for the entire family!

BROUGHT TO YOU BY
Queens Borough President Melinda Katz · Assemblymember Margaret Markey · NYC Parks

SPONSORED BY

INCLUDES SUMMERSTAGE CONCERT AT 4PM

FEATURING Charles Bradley & His Extraordinaires, 
Hollis Brown and Damien Escobar 

SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2015

1:00–5:30PM

CORONA PARK, UNISPHERE
FLUSHING MEADOWS-

Rain or Shine

FREE

SPONSORED BY                                                   DELTA AIR LINES



18    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, JUNE 5-11, 2015 BT FT TL

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The race to the exits was 
just as fierce as the one down 
the stretch at the Belmont 
Stakes last year. MTA officials 
are confident they are better 
prepared for the heavy rush 
to Belmont Station this time 
after American Pharaoh tries 
to claim the Triple Crown Sat-
urday.

“It will be a much easier 
place for people to come and go 
from,” said MTA Long Island 
spokesman Salvatore Arena. 

Around 36,000 passengers 
used the Long Island Rail-
road to travel to Belmont Park 
last year, and many were left 
waiting for trains more than 
three hours after the stakes 
race’s conclusion, according 
to Arena. Leaving the parking 
lot for the crowd of 102,000, the 
third largest ever, also was not 
easy as wait times hit up to an 
hour.

The normal wait time for 
the LIRR in the past follow-
ing a Triple Crown race was 
around two hours at most, but 

about 8,000 more people than 
expected chose to use the LIRR 
to go to the race in 2014.

To combat this issue, the 
MTA and LIRR President Pat-
rick Nowakowski poured $4 
million from their operating 
budget into upgrading Bel-
mont Station. The improve-
ments include two new raised 
platforms, new staircases and 
a handicap-accessible ramp, 
among other things. 

The longer platforms give 
the LIRR the ability to hold 10 
trains in the station instead of 
eight and an improved transit 
plan will make it easier to get 
trains in and out of the station 
more quickly. The expectation 
is that the measures will lower 
the maximum wait time back 
to the normal level of approxi-
mately two hours if roughly 
the same number of riders 
choose to take the train. 

“All of these things togeth-
er should improve departure 
times over last year,” Arena 
said. 

In the past, only one train 
could enter or leave Belmont 

Station at a time because there 
was just one track connected 
to the main line that leads to 
Jamaica. The railroad chose 
to use a nearby eastbound 
track this year to store empty 
cars, making it easier to move 
new trains to Belmont. 

Another large crowd is ex-
pected this Saturday as train-
er Bob Baffert’s American 
Pharaoh attempts to claim the 

elusive Triple Crown. It marks 
the 14th time a horse will come 
to Belmont with the chance to 
become the first horse to do so 
since Affirmed won the last 
Triple Crown in 1978. Jockey 
Victor Espinoza will be tak-
ing his third crack at the his-
toric feat. With Espinoza in 
the saddle, California Chrome 
followed victories in the Ken-
tucky Derby and the Preak-

ness last year with a fourth-
place finish at Belmont, after 
stepping on the horse next to 
him at the start.

American Pharaoh will 
have some serious competition 
in the mile-and-a-half race 
among the field of just six chal-
lengers after Todd Pletcher’s 
Carpe Diem and Ken McPeek’s 
The Truth or Else withdrew 
from the race. Preakness run-
ner-up Tale of Verve is again 
expected to be a threat. Frost-
ed and Materiality, which both 
skipped the Kentucky Derby 
and the Preakness, have the 
next best odds to win the race 
after American Pharaoh.  

“It’s going to be tough,” 
said Baffert after American 
Pharaoh won the Preakness. 
“I know everybody right now 
is sharpening their knives get-
ting ready.”

Fans will flood Belmont 
Park in hopes of finally seeing 
history after 36 years of disap-
pointment. American Pharaoh 
and the MTA both hope to send 
them home happy.  

Renovations of LIRR station at Belmont Park, the major public transpor-
tation hub for the race track, have been underway since last winter.   

Photo by Michael Shain 

Belmont offi cials hope for photo fi nish at exit

◊ Tanvi Abbi
◊ Ashley Alcivar
 Brittany Patrice Alexander
 Imani Jenée Alexander
 Cassidy Grace Andrews
◊ Caroline Antenen
†◊ Regina Maria Antenen
◊ Theresa Ann Antenen
◊ Meilan Sarai Antoine-Jennings
◊ Giovanna Rose Arbisi
†◊ Monica Ann Arundel
◊ Jasmine Celeste Atkinson
◊ Anjali A. Augustine
†◊ Sydney Alexis Augustine
*†◊ Samantha Christina Bacarella
*†◊ Stephanie Barrios
 Darline Bazelais
 Megan Taylor Benazic
 Prescilla Anne Cruz Berthaut
◊ Sarah S. Bhagudas
◊ Pooja Bhardwaj
◊ Stephanie Nicole Black
 Mirecia Blackwood
 Maria Grace Bonura
◊ Marie W. Boutin
 Brittany Boyce-Mohamed
†◊ Casey A. Buonocore
†◊ Tasfia Bushra
 Maria Elisa Cáceres Jímenez
◊ Julia Carey
 Genesis Carranza
†◊ Christina R. Chiaramonte
†◊ Isabella R. Chittumuri
† Paulina Chorzepa
*†◊ Kylie Nicole Chow
*†◊ Christine Elizabeth Codd
◊ Nunzia Assunta Colamarino
†◊ Gabriella Alessandra Colangelo
 Evelisse Colella

*†◊ Emma Elizabeth Collins
*†◊ Alyssa Marie Commo
 Alina M. Compére
* Kira Diamond Corredine
 Colette Elisabeth Craig
 Andrea Sarah Sillador Cuarto
◊ Tonia Monét Imani Curtis
†◊ Jacquelin Cuzco
◊ Kelly Ann Degnan
 Denise Victoria DeJesus
†◊ Shelby K. Dibs
◊ Kadijah Dickson
◊ Caitlin Dinca
†◊ Devin Alyssa DiTrapani
† Katherine D. Donlevy
◊ Jenique Monica Louise Dubose
†◊ Jennifer Nicole Duni
†◊ Erika Echeguren
†◊ Amanda Elizabeth Engel
*†◊ Kathryn E. Epstein
*†◊ Marlayna Rose Fanto
*†◊ Claire Elizabeth Farnan
◊ Shelby Miranda Farrone
◊ Maria Emilia Ferone
†◊ Emma J. Fingleton
◊ Harmanpreet Fnu
*†◊ Renai Jacquelle Mary Foster
◊ Kelly E. Gallegos
 Joey Ann Gambelunghi
 Yaslin Garcia
†◊ Tina Michele Giel
*†◊ Bridget F. Golden
 Sofia Isabel Goris Rodriguez
†◊ Stephanie Marie Hallinger
◊ Carolyn R. Hieb
 Anastasia Terese Hoffmann
†◊ Marsima Hot
 Mariah Omega Howard
 Carlexly G. Ilarraza

 Chriselle Janice Johnson
† Amanda Michelle Karlovic
†◊ Adrienne L. Kasmally
 Caroline Kasza
◊ Gurjit Kaur
 Harpreet Kaur
◊ Navneet Kaur
†◊ Kelly Ann Keane
◊ Theresa Josephine Kelley
†◊ Talene Kristen Kerbeykian
†◊ Kayla Kilgallen
◊ Amanda N. Kinkel
◊ Jhikara Jasmine Knowles
† Kathleen Bridget Larkin
 Nelly Larrea
 Ashley Lebrun
 Joanna Alexandra Lent
†◊ Alessandra Michelle Leon
◊ Yaqi Li
◊ Nicki Francesca LiTrenta
*†◊ Julie A. Lizardo
 Lucia L. Lopez
 Kiara Lee Lugo
◊ Lauren M. Lynch
◊ Tori Ann Lynch
◊ Maureen MacIntosh
†◊ Amne Ali Madi
†◊ Megan J. Maksa
◊ Daniella Manno
◊ Sarika Roma Maragani
 Amanda Maria Marcano
◊ Nicole Stacey Marin
 Erin Catherine Martin
◊ Nicole Martinez
*†◊ Megan Anne Matich
 Brigitte M. McCabe
†◊ Kelly A. McGarry
◊ Katherine McKay
†◊ Lindsey Joyce Medalla

*†◊ Stephanie G. Medina
 Kaleah T. Miller
 Megan Marie Minihane
*†◊ Rosa Misuraca
†◊ Jessica-Ann Kelsey Mohabir
 Isabella Morsello
 Jacinta Nikol Neto
◊ Princess Nneamaka Ngwu
 Kaja Nieciecka
 Charlene Nieves
◊ Taylor Nicole Nieves
†◊ Mariah Noor
◊ Anjelica Nurse
†◊ Jordan Tyler Oliver
◊ Arianna Rose Olivieri
◊ Shi Ann Azia Ottley-Cleveland
†◊ Gabriela De Los Angeles Paredes
†◊ Jasmin Kaur Parmar
†◊ Carolina Parroquin
◊ Brittany Taylor Patterson
†◊ Alexa Rose Pawlikowski
*†◊ Erin Marie Pellegrino
◊ Annalisa Natalia Pereira
◊ Vonmarie Perez
◊ Maya Kira Persaud
 Maria Helena Petruso
 Evana M. Pierrot
†◊ Claudia Porcoro-Ion
◊ Demi K. Quiroa
 Kavita Devi Ramdat
◊ Genesis Mercedes Ramirez
◊ Samantha Ramos
 Rebecca S. Ramotar
 Nalisha Rampersaud
◊ Sofia Maria Randazzo
*†◊ Denay Jada Kassandra Richards
◊ Angela Marie Rivera
†◊ Lea Carina N. Rivera
 Melissa C. Rocco

†◊ Valeria Rojas
 Gabriella Maria Romano
◊ Victoria Elizabeth Ryan
◊ Brianna Kaitlin Rydberg
†◊ Jewel May Sabordo
†◊ Sarah Isabelle Salameh
†◊ Karla C. Saltos
†◊ Amanda Nicole Salzano
†◊ Crystal Elizabeth Samuels
◊ Claire Marie Santoro
 Sara-Frances Sassine
*◊ Lorraine Carlin Schmucker
†◊ Ashley Nicole Seery
†◊ Alissa B. Semple
†◊ Deanna Michelle Shiverick
◊ Aaryana H. Shiwraj
*†◊ Jennifer M. Silberberg
◊ Harmandeep Singh
†◊ Kalam Siu
†◊ Natasha D. Solo-Lyons
 Christine Jasmine Soniprasad
◊ Emily Spahidakis
†◊ Monica Marie Stefandl
◊ Sabina Sue-A-Quan
◊ Savita Sukul
◊ Elizabeth M. Sweeney
◊ Eleni Maria Takos
†◊ Nicole Talamo
†◊ Madeline Helen Tomeo
◊ Sabrina Toppi
◊ Giselle Torres
 Klaudia Marta Trela
 Sarah Anne Trottman
†◊ Bridget A. Tweedy
◊ Keelin Elizabeth Tweedy
◊ Sarah G. Tweedy
 Britney Ulysse
 Elizabeth Vazquez
 Gabriella Maria Vicari

◊ Ariana Villanueva
†◊ Tracy Vixama
†◊ Renaisa Wahed
†◊ Wynter C. Waite
◊ Cailey Walls
 Caitlin Nicole Walsh
†◊ Kiana Shanay Williams
 Melissa Ashley Rose Wiltshire
†◊ Amber Wingfield
*†◊ Jiongci Xu
 Victoria Maria Yavnyi

THE MARY LOUIS ACADEMY
Excellence in Education for Young Women Since 1936

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2015
† National Honor Society - Gold Honor Cord       * CLS Award - Blue Honor Cord       ◊ Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation

GABRIELLA ALESSANDRA COLANGELO 
–VALEDICTORIAN 

Accepted into the following colleges and universities:  
Adelphi University (Honors College), Fordham University,  

Long Island University, C.W. Post (Honors College), New York Institute of Technology,  
St. John’s University (BS/MBA), SUNY Stony Brook University 

KYLIE NICOLE CHOW – SALUTATORIAN
Accepted into the following colleges and universities:

Boston College (Carroll School of Management), Boston University (School of 
Management), CUNY Baruch College (Deans Scholars, CUNY Queens College, Fordham 

University, St. John’s University, Villanova University (Honors Program)

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY  11432 Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, NY. Chartered by the New York State Board  
of Regents. Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools

CLASS OF 2015
100% earned a New York   
State Regents Diploma 
with the majority earning 
a New York State Regents 
Diploma with Advanced 
Designation
Donated more than 
90,000 hours in 
community service 
programs
134 seniors completed 
one or more Advanced 
Placement courses from 
17 AP course offerings
189 seniors completed 
one or more Honors level 
courses

The class of 2015 
received $35 million in 
merit-based academic 

scholarships.
100% earned a Regents Diploma

Donated more than 90,000  
hours in volunteer and 

community service programs.
134 seniors enrolled in  
one or more Advanced 

Placement Courses.
189 seniors enrolled in one  
or more Honors Courses.

An American Pharaoh Triple Crown secondary to memory of 2014 transportation woes
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Custom Wood

Arbor PVC RailingCedar PVC

Two Tone

**Before July 4th installation on in-stock fencing only.  *Up to $300 off with purchase of 140ft or more of installed fencing. Must present this ad at time of purchase 
to receive discount.  Some styles may be excluded. Excludes aluminum and chain link fence.  See store for details. Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior 
purchases. Valid on new installations only.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply 

to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Aluminum

With Fence Installation 
of 140 Feet Or More*

Must Bring In This Ad
Hurry! Offer Ends Soon!

BONUS OFFER
QUALITY. VALUE. VARIETY. SERVICE.

AAFree 
“At Home”

Estimates on
New Projects†

Amityville 
& 

Jericho 
Open Sundays 

11am-3pm

1-800-BUY-FENCEwww.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Residential & Commercial
Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

ORDER NOW

Privacy PVC

COMPARE

APPLES
TO

APPLES

$300 OFFUP
TO

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

Illinois PVC

FOR INSTALLATION BEFORE JULY 4TH **
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BY MADINA TOURE

Queens Borough Hall will serve as 
an municipal ID pop-up enrollment 
center from early to mid-June, Queens 
Borough President Melinda Katz an-
nounced last week. 

Since June 2, Borough Hall, located 
at 120-55 Queens Blvd. in Kew Gardens, 
has been serving as a pop-up enroll-
ment center. It will serve as a center 
until June 16. The building will be a 
temporary satellite location to address 
the tremendous demand for the IDNYC 
card, Katz said. 

“The IDNYC program has proven it-
self as an effective tool to ensure equal 
access to municipal services—from 
benefits at the culturals to parents vis-
iting their kids at school—and we can’t 
register New Yorkers fast enough,” she 
said in a statement. 

Immigration Commissioner Nisha 
Agarwal said the new center responds 
to the popularity of the municipal ID 
in Queens. 

“We are very excited about the ex-
traordinary response of New Yorkers 

from Queens to the IDNYC program, 
and we thank Borough President Katz 
for taking the initiative of opening a 
pop-up enrollment center in Queens 
Borough Hall,” Agrawal said. 

City residents age 14 and older are 
eligible for an IDNYC card, regardless 
of immigration status.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio signed into law 
City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer’s 
Public Art Bill that will give commu-
nities a voice in future projects of the 
Percent for Arts program. The Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs will now be 
required to hold public hearings and 
provide advance notification of its in-
tention to install works of public art in 
a community.

“The arts have the power to change 
the face of our city and beautify the 
world around us,” Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “Under my public art 
bill the Department of Cultural Affairs 
will be required to go into the commu-

nity and engage residents with propos-
als for public works of art. These are 
meaningful changes that will increase 
transparency and more thoroughly en-
gage the public.”

Members of Community Board 2 
were outraged in November when the 
DCA presented a plan to install an 
8 1/2 foot tall bright pink sculpture 
called “Sunbather” on Jackson Avenue 
near 43rd Avenue in Long Island City. 
Some argued that the $515,000 price tag 
was too high while others complained 
about the color. 

Most were angered that board mem-
bers were unaware of the project that 
was well underway before the Novem-
ber meeting.

Esther Sanchez Morales, who got her ID the 
day the program began. A new pop-up en-
rollment center opened at Queens Borough 
Hall this week.  Photo by Michael Shain

De Blasio signs public art legislation

Juvenile jail protest set 

New ID center opens
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PARADE: 12 Noon, 37th Ave from 89th to 75th Streets

FESTIVAL: 12 Noon to 6pm 
37th Road from 74th to 77th Streets

FEATURED GUEST ON THE QUEENS PRIDE STAGE:  
multi-platinum recording artist CeCe Peniston  
(“Finally”, “We Got A Love Thang”,  “Keep On Walkin”,  
“I’m Not Over You” and her hit single released in 2001,  
“Lifetime To Love”).

Our Sponsors

NYU Langone 
Internal Medicine  
is now in Bayside
NYU Langone Medical Center now provides primary 
and preventive care in Bayside. We help manage 
conditions including allergy/asthma, digestive diseases, 
heart-related issues, infections, and pulmonary issues. 
Guided by our world-class physicians, our patients play 
an active role in their own health.

We’re bringing together the comprehensive resources, 
technology, and expertise of NYU Langone with the 
physicians you’ve come to know in your neighborhood.

44-01 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Suite L2A  
Bayside, NY 11361  
Phone: 718.717.0280 • Fax: 718.717.0286  
Hours: Tuesdays/Thursdays 9am–5pm

Domenick Acquista, MD  
Primary Care/Internal Medicine

BY SADEF ALI KULLY 

QUEENS VILLAGE - Southeast 
Queens residents are in an uproar 
against another juvenile prison being 
built in a residential neighborhood, un-
der the state Close to Home program, 
and have organized a protest against 
the site location this weekend.  

Community leaders Bob Friedrich, 
president of Glen Oaks Village, Mo-
hamood Ishmael and Ram Nagasaar 

from the Queens Village Civic Associa-
tion have organized a protest on Satur-
day against the proposed site in front 
of 207-01 Jamaica Avenue at noon.

“This program has been allowed 
to proceed under the radar, which is a 
failure of elected officials to communi-
cate appropriately,” said Friedrich. 

In Queens, this is the third juvenile 
prison facility that has been protested 
against, two other juvenile prison sites 
are located in South Ozone Park. 
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Almost half of the house-
holds in Queens are spending 
half of their income on rent, 
a relatively new phenomenon 
that has developed as rent 
prices continue to rise in New 
York City, according to census 
data and a new study. 

New York University’s Fur-
man Center recently released a 
report that finds about 43 per-
cent of moderate-income New 
Yorkers, which it defines as 
those making between $17,000 
and $40,900 annually, living 
under heavy rent burdens for 
their level of income. This 
trend has been building since 
2006, the study concludes. 

And, according to cen-
sus data, that number holds 
steady for household incomes 
in Queens, where 44 percent 
of the population could be de-
fined as moderate-income New 
Yorkers. 

“Housing is a significant 
expense. So, when faced with 
rapidly rising rents, many 
households have less discre-
tionary income for other ne-
cessities like food, utilities and 

transportation,” said Ingrid 
Gould Ellen, Faculty Director 
of the NYU Furman Center. 
“This study shows that in re-
cent years, many low and even 
moderate-income renters are 
finding a dwindling number 
of affordable homes in major 
U.S. cities.”

The study found that peo-
ple earning $40,900 could af-
ford only one-fifth of new city 
rentals in 2013.  The authors 
of the study looked at census 
data from 2006 and 2013. Along 
with New York City, they also 
studied 10 other cities, includ-
ing Dallas and Boston. 

In New York City, where 
the problem is considered one 
of the worst, a combination of 
stagnant wages, a low supply 
of affordable housing—costing 
30 percent or less of someone’s 
income—and large increases 
in rents have all led to a situ-
ation where moderate- to low-
income New Yorkers are in 
danger of being forced to move 
out of the city in search of a 
cheaper living situation. 

For Queens, like much of 
the rest of the city, that means 
almost half of all households. 

According to the study, then a 
significant chunk of Queens’ 
population is paying half or 
more of their incomes to live 
in the city. Low-income New 
Yorkers, the study found, pay 
even more, with 70.8 percent 
of them heavily burdened by 
rent. 

While the study compared 

rent prices and income levels 
from 2006 to 2013, the problem 
for renters in Queens can be 
seen over the span of just one 
year.

From 2014 to 2015 the me-
dian rental prices for western 
Queens apartments from stu-
dios to three-bedrooms signifi-
cantly increased, according to 

data collected by the Elliman 
report . Studios went up 7.6 
percent to $2,447. The median 
rent on one-bedroom apart-
ments increased 3.8 percent to 
$2,850 and for three-bedroom 
units, it rocketed 18.6 percent 
to $5,618.  

One of Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s main platforms as a can-
didate was the Tale of Two Cit-
ies theme that addressed the 
income gap. In an attempt to 
close this gap, the mayor has 
pushed for affordable housing, 
with much of the new housing 
going up in Queens. But the 
authors of the study said doing 
this alone won’t help.

“The lack of affordable 
rental housing is a serious 
issue today. We know that ad-
dressing the challenge and 
getting ahead of the need re-
quires more than just putting 
up new buildings, it requires 
a constant focus, innovative 
solutions, and deep public-pri-
vate collaboration,” said Lau-
ra Bailey, head of Community 
Finance at Capital One, one of 
the nation’s top ten affordable 
rental housing lenders. 

Despite the borough’s reputation for affordable housing costs, skyrock-
eting rents are putting a huge burden on many Queens residents, a new 
study finds.

High rent threatens half of boro tenants

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING

Your Future Starts NOW!
Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

SECURITY GUARD TRAINING

OSHA

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674

INSTRUCTORS WANTED
HHA - Spanish & English
EKG, Phlebotomy, CNA

a division of

and Q24, Q56and Q58, Q55, B52, B26, B54
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BY BILL PARRY

New Yorkers have a 
bad track record when it 
comes to registering to 
donate their organs. 

City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria) did something 
about it last Saturday, 
announcing the intro-
duction of two bills to 
encourage organ dona-
tion. INT. 796 amends the 
agency-based voter regis-
tration program that was 
enacted last year to high-
light the fact that people 
can use voter registra-
tion forms to become or-
gan donors and INT. 797 
provides job protection 
for people who choose 
to be living donors and 
donate an organ to some-
one in need.

“We are in a public 
health crisis in terms of 
organ donation,” Con-
stantinides said. “It is ev-
ident that more needs to 
be done to encourage peo-
ple to donate and remove 
any barriers that might 
be in place that prevent 
people from becoming 
live organ donors. These 
bills will help encourage 
donation and increase 
the number of potential 
donors in our city. They 
will make it easier for 
people to register as an 
organ donor, and ensure 
that anyone willing to 
give life by donating an 
organ can do so without 
the possibility of losing 
pay.”

New York state ranks 
50th in percentage of 
residents who are regis-
tered organ donors. Only 
24 percent are registered, 
compared to a national 
average of 50 percent, 
while 123,000 people na-
tionwide and 10,000 peo-

ple statewide are await-
ing organ transplants.

Every 18 hours, some-
one in New York state 
dies waiting for an organ 
and transplant recipients 
can wait years for an or-
gan. For instance, the 
average wait time across 
the nation for a kidney 
is three years. A single 
organ donor can save up 
to eight lives and save or 
heal more than 100 lives 
through tissue donation. 

Constantinides was 
joined in support at his 
City Hall announcement 
with LiveOnNY (former-
ly the New York Donor 
Network), the Trans-
plant Recipient Inter-
national Organization 
and the National Kidney 
Foundation.

“This is common 
sense legislation to ad-
dress the organ shortage 
in New York and to elimi-
nate barriers to living do-
nation,” National Kidney 
Foundation Executive 
Director Kevin Longino 
said. “New Yorkers are 
generous people, and if 
provided an opportunity, 
many would register as 
organ donors when sign-
ing up to vote.”

The legislation is co-
sponsored by several 
other Council members, 
including I. Daneek Mill-
er (D-St. Albans). 

“New York’s lack of 
participation in organ 
donation is troubling 
with over 10,000 indi-
viduals awaiting trans-
plants statewide,” Miller 
said. “Any assistance 
that may be provided to 
facilitate donations with-
in the five boroughs will 
be crucial to saving lives 
and this particularly ap-
plies to communities of 
color.”

NYS ranks 50th
on gifts of organs

1.01%
APY1

11-Month CD

1Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. The 
minimum balance to earn the stated APY for the 11-month CD is $500. The minimum balance to open the account 
for the 11-month CD is $500.  The interest rate remains fixed until maturity. A penalty may be imposed for withdrawals 
before maturity. Fees could reduce earnings. The promotional CD must be opened with new money not currently on 
deposit with the Bank. The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion 
of the bank at any time.

© 2015 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

Saving today 

Great Rate CD!
with a  

Only $500 minimum to 
open and earn interest!

Costa Constantinides introduces two bills to encourage or-
gan donations with co-sponsor Ben Kallos of Manhattan. 

Photo courtesy Constantinides
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Commencement at 
Queens College

City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito and Queens Borough President Melinda Katz

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (l. to r.) and Queens College President Félix 
Matos Rodríguez holding an award for Crowley. 

Sen. Charles Schumer addresses the graduates. Faculty members applaud the Class of 2015.

Queens College faculty, some in untraditional headgear, on their way to the ceremony.

Photos by Madina Toure

Students chatting and waiting during the commencement ceremony.
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org
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BY BILL PARRY

Motorized scooters have 
multiplied around the bor-
ough in recent years as they 
have become the favorite mode 
of travel for deliveries. While 
most riders use caution, some 
do not, creating a quality-of-
life issue in many neighbor-
hoods and a legal one as well.

Motorized scooters are cur-
rently unregulated in New 
York, which can create liabil-
ity problems when accidents 
occur—both for the small 
businesses responsible for 
these vehicles and the people 
injured in accidents involving 
them. Businesses face closing 
their doors if challenged by 
lawsuits that are unaccom-
panied by liability insurance 
 covering scooters operated by 
their employees, while those 
facing an injury cannot recov-
er damages from defendants 
who may be unable to satisfy a 
judgment.

“It is evident that these 
motor-driven cycles, these 

scooters, have become part of 
the fabric of small businesses 
throughout the city,” state Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “We have all seen op-
erators of these motor-driven 
cycles driving on and across 
sidewalks, in wrong ways on 
streets and passing through 
red lights. While these scoot-
ers have become a part of our 
lives, we need a new system to 
hold operators accountable for 
following traffic rules, just as 
all drivers must obey the rules 
of the road.”

Last month, Peralta joined 
state Assemblywoman Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria) by 
introducing corresponding 
bills in the state Senate and 
Assembly to regulate the op-
eration of motor-driven cycles 
only for commercial purposes. 
The legislation requires the 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
to maintain a registry of the 
vehicles and to establish regu-
lations pertaining to their safe 
operation and relative mini-
mum liability insurance and 

the bill would require opera-
tors to register with the DMV.

“I have heard from far too 
many people in our communi-
ty about hits and near misses,” 
Simotas said during a joint 

press event in Elmhurst. “I am 
proud to stand with Senator 
Peralta to ensure that these 
vehicles are operated safely 
and that drivers are held ac-
countable.”

Under the bill, each traffic 
infraction would be punish-
able with fines of between $25 
and $100. The unlawful opera-
tions of these motor-driven cy-
cles for commercial purposes 
would result in the same civil 
and criminal penalties as the 
unlawful operations of all 
other motor vehicles, which 
includes point reduction in 
driver’s license records.

“This legislation makes 
sense. It will provide small 
business owners, the owners 
of these motorized cycles and 
the general population with 
the means to make sure these 
bikes become legal in New 
York,” Eduardo Giraldo, the 
president of the Latin Agents 
& Brokers Association of NY, 
said. “The owners will be able 
to register and insure these 
bikes, preventing serious legal 
problems for all.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

State Sen. Jose Peralta unveils legislation to regulate motor-
driven cycles with Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas (l.). 

Photo courtesy Peralta's office

New bill would regulate motor-driven scooters
Peralta , Simotas call for vehicles be registered with the DMV to alleviate liability issues

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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$100 REBATE*
ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheer
(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

1 Skyline® Gliding Window Panels
(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

2 Pirouette® Window Shadings
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

2 Silhouette® Window Shadings
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades
(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

Shine the light. Design the light.
Hunter Douglas window fashions allow you to design with light in so many ways.
Illuminate, soften or darken your spaces. Create a shimmering glow, dramatic rays, a 
soothing retreat. Ask for details.

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

,VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 5/5/15 – 6/30/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid 
reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months 
after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All 
trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

SKYLINE® GLIDING WINDOW PANELS
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York College 
holds graduation

QCC graduates 
get their diplomas

York College graduates line up to accept their degrees.

York College President Dr. Marcia Keizs greeted graduates with their diplomas.

Amina Sutherland was honored as a distinguished student in York 
College's 45th Commencement held at the Performing Arts Center in 
downtown Jamaica.

Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by Julie Weissman

Made it! A Queensborough graduate gives a thumbs-up. A proud mom plants a kiss on her graduate after the diploma ceremony.

A smile and wave are the way to go at the ceremony.
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In today’s ever changing busi-
ness landscape it is hard to think 
of many Long Island companies 
that have stood the test of time. One 
such company is Amendola’s Fence 
and this season they are celebrating 
their 54th year in business.

Amendola’s Fence Company was 
started by Robert Amendola in 1961, 
with their first location in Baldwin, 
New York.  Back then the company 

was smaller and was built through 
years of sweat and hard work. Of 
course Mr. Amendola had to not 
only work hard, but he had to pro-
vide equally hard working Long 
Islanders a quality fence at a fair 
price. The formula worked and to-
day Amendola’s Fence has success-
fully grown into one of the largest 
and best known fence companies on 
Long Island.

Old advertisements show Robert 
Amendola standing in front of sky 
high piles of stockade fencing. To-
day they carry a full line of Custom 
Wood fence, PVC/Vinyl fence, Or-
namental Aluminum fence, Chain 
Link fence and other fence prod-
ucts.

You can visit one of their com-
fortable indoor showrooms in Bald-
win. Jericho, or Amityville and you 

will be greeted by one of the fence 
industries most professional and 
knowledgeable consultants. Their 
sales consultants will assist you in 
choosing the most appropriate fence 
to suit your needs, property condi-
tions and of course, your budget. Or 
you can visit their mobile friendly 
website at www.Amendolas.com. 
To contact Amendola’s Fence call 
1-800-BUY-FENCE

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Amendola’s Fence Company Celebrates 54th Year In Business!
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BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of Transpor-
tation and the MTA announced the 
Select Bus Service lane design concept 
for the Main Street corridor connect-
ing Flushing and Jamaica last week.

The SBS corridor is based on the 
Q44 bus route that carries 42,000 bus 
riders daily over 14 miles from Queens 
to the Bronx. The SBS route will cre-
ate a direct connection between the 
Bronx, Flushing and Jamaica. 

In downtown Flushing, 79 percent 

of shoppers use transit or walk and 
less than one in five drives, according 
to the DOT.

“MTA and DOT developed the de-
sign concept with the goals of provid-
ing faster and more reliable bus ser-
vice, safer streets for pedestrians and 
drivers, and maintaining traffic flow 
along the proposed SBS corridor,” a 
DOT spokesman said in a statement.  

The Bronx-Flushing-Jamaica route 
will have off-board fare payment and 
transit-signal priority treatment.

The DOT and the MTA announced its plan for a Select Bus Service route in Flushing and 
Jamaica.

Fast bus lane unveiled 
for Flushing/Jamaica

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Continued on Page 54
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MONDAY - THURSDAY 9:00am - 8:00pm

FRIDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

SATURDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

www.�ushinghospital.org

For Your Convenience
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 6/5/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

20k miles, Stk#3788

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

MAXIMA

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888
           MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2009 Ford Flex, 69k A14526 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYAYAA
M

SUUUBBWW
RDon't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 6/5/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$17,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

15k miles, Stk#9724

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

E FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'11 HONDA ODYSSEY

35k miles, Stk#4830

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, PMU 534295 $3,995
 2007 Hyundai Santa Fe, xx 081751 $4,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
 ����� ����	
��	��
���������� ������� $6,995
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995

 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
  2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
          MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!
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 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
300 Jay Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201

Follow Us: www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

718.260.5500

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!

Flushing, New York, June 
5, 2015- As in prior years, 
Flushing House has sched-
uled three “Elder Law Semi-
nars” for Spring 2015.  These 
seminars will focus on how 
changes brought about by the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
and Medicaid Re-Design/Ex-
pansion  in New York State, 
are impacting health care 
and home care services for 
seniors.  Medicare changes 
arising from the ACA will 
also be explored, as well as 
asset protection trusts and 
estate planning. 

 Ann-Margaret Carrozza, 
Esq., the noted elder law at-
torney, will give the first 
seminar on Saturday, May 
30, 2015.  Seniors should 
know how to protect their 
homes.  Carrozza will ex-
plore asset protection trusts 
for primary residences, and 
estate tax planning, in light 
of Federal estate tax changes.  
She will also advise seniors 
how to get the long-term care 
they need through Medicaid, 
while still protecting their 

assets.
Ronald Fatoullah, Esq., 

the noted elder law attorney, 
will give the second seminar 
on Saturday, June 6, 2015.  
Medicaid eligibility rules 
are rapidly changing.  Fa-
toullah will give an overview 
of the Medicaid program and 
explain how to protect one’s 
assets in the event long-term 
health care is needed.  He 
will also review five essen-
tial legal documents that 

seniors should have -- the 
importance of a (1) last will 
and testament (2) power of at-
torney (3) health care proxy 
(4) living will and (5) living 
trust.

Maria Alvarez, Execu-
tive Director, NY StateWide 
Senior Action Council, and 
Eric Hausman, an Indepen-
dent Medicare Consultant, 
will give the third seminar 
on Saturday, June 13, 2015.  
Their topic is the entire 

range of beneficiary issues, 
i.e., how changes to coverage 
through Medicare, Managed 
Care and Medicaid, under 
the new rules of ACA and 
Medicaid Re-Design and Ex-
pansion in New York State, 
are impacting the scope, 
choice and delivery of ben-
efits and services for older 
adults.  Hausman was the 
former Lead Trainer for New 
York State’s Health Insur-
ance Information Counsel-

ing Assistance Program (HI-
ICAP), providing training to 
Medicare counselors across 
the state.  He also previously 
worked in Medicare opera-
tions at Empire Blue Cross 
Blue Shield.

All three seminars will be 
from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. in the 
Flushing House dining room; 
there will be refreshments 
available and free handouts 
from the speakers.  The semi-
nars are open to the public -- 
admission is free.  If you wish 
to attend, RSVP to (347) 532-
3025 or to rsalant@uam.org. 

Built in 1974, Flushing 
House is one of the first non-
profit retirement communi-
ties to offer older adults an 
“Independent Living” life-
style, along with supportive 
services on premises.  The 
address of Flushing House: 
38-20 Bowne Street, Flushing, 
NY 11354.  Please go to www.
flushinghouse.com for more 
information. 
Contact: Robert F. Salant, 
347-532-3025, rsalant@uam.
org.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Elder Law Seminars Hosted By Flushing House
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Many older men and women 
fi nd the transition to a nurs-
ing home somewhat diffi cult. 

Seniors tend to see a move to a nurs-
ing home as a step toward surrender-
ing their independence, and this can 
be a diffi cult hurdle for seniors and 
their loved ones to overcome.

Adding to the diffi culty is the fact 
that many move into nursing homes 
because their physical or mental 
status requires the help of a profes-
sional nursing staff, leaving family 

members with little to no recourse 
when aging relatives protest the 
move. But there are ways to ease a 
loved one’s transition into a nursing 
home.

Keep a positive attitude. The 
stress of moving an aging relative 
into a nursing home can be signifi -
cant for all parties involved. But fo-
cusing on the positives of nursing 
homes, such as around-the-clock 
care and daily activities, can help ag-
ing relatives look at nursing homes 

in a new light. In addition, family 
members who familiarize them-
selves with nursing homes will be-
gin to see they are often great places 
for aging men and women to social-
ize with others their age while re-
ceiving the care and attention they 
need. When discussing the move to 
a nursing home, focus on these posi-
tives and your relative will be more 
likely to follow your lead.

Choose a nursing home that’s 

close to home. One of the more dif-

fi cult parts of transitioning to a 
nursing home is the notion that se-
niors are leaving their lives behind 
once they move into a home. Choos-
ing a nursing home that’s close to 
home and makes routine visits from 
friends and relatives possible enables 
seniors to maintain a connection to 
their current lifestyle. A home that 
is miles and miles away from a per-
son’s support system can foster feel-
ings of isolation and loneliness.

Plan trips with your loved one.

Just because an aging relative lives 
in a nursing home does not mean he 
can no longer travel. If a relative is 
healthy enough to travel, include 
him on family trips and outings. 
This includes more routine events 
like weekly Sunday dinners, kids’ 
sporting events, and other extracur-
ricular activities. The more involved 
your aging relative is in the daily life 
of your family, the more likely he is 
to see the advantages of living in a 
nursing home.

ADAPTING TO A 
NURSING HOME
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Thank you GuildNet.

As parents age, caretaking often falls to their 
adult children and families, especially if they 
are visually impaired. 

With GuildNet’s long term care plans loved 
ones can get the help they need to stay safe 
in their homes. Please call us. We speak 
your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Now that Mom is 
safe at home, my job 
is more secure, too. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Seniors who have been bilingual since childhood have cognitive ad-
vantages over those who only speak one language.

Cognitive ability better among bilingual
S eniors who are bilingual 

and have spoken two or 
more languages since 

their youth may have cognitive 
advantages over adults who 
have only spoken one language 
their entire lives.

A new study headed by 
Brian Gold, a neuroscientist 
at the University of Kentucky 
College of Medicine, which 
was published in the journal 
Neuroscience, found that bi-
lingualism leads to heightened 
mental skills. In the study, 
participants were divided into 
three groups: bilingual se-
niors, monolingual seniors, 
and younger adults. Each 
group was instructed to sort 
colors and shapes in a series 
of simple cognitive exercises. 
The researchers used a brain 
imaging technique to compare 
how well the subjects switched 
between mental tasks. The re-
sults indicated there were dif-
ferent patterns of brain activ-
ity among the groups when the 
tasks were being completed.

The patterns showed that 
bilingual seniors were able to 

switch between tasks and acti-
vate their brains in a manner 
closer to the younger subjects. 
They didn’t have to expend 
much effort, and they out-per-
formed their peers who were 
monolingual. The researchers 
surmised the bilingual seniors 
were using their brains more 
effi ciently.

Other studies have shown 
bilingualism pays even more 
dividends, including improved 
cognitive function in those suf-
fering from Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. A study titled “Lifelong 
Bilingualism Maintains Neu-
ral Effi ciency for Cognitive 
Control in Aging,” found that 
even though seniors who spoke 
dual languages had more brain 
atrophy due to Alzheimer’s, 
they were still able to function 
better than individuals with 
lower levels of atrophy who 
spoke one language. Research-
ers believe that being bilingual 
strengthens the brain’s capac-
ity for doing work, even if it is 
working at a defi cit.

The jury is still out as to 
whether learning a second 

language or moving to a for-
eign country as an adult can 
provide the same level of cog-
nitive advantage as being bi-
lingual from childhood. How-
ever, learning a new language 
can help keep the brain sharp. 
Many experts now believe 
learning a second language is 
no harder when you’re getting 
on in years than when you’re a 
child. 

There are different methods 
to learning a new language:

• Foreign language tapes
• Grammar and vocabulary 

books from a child’s foreign 
language class

• A foreign language tutor
• Vocabulary index cards
• Moving to a foreign coun-

try and learning through im-
mersion

Bilingual seniors have dis-
tinct cognitive advantages over 
other people who are monolin-
gual. Urging children to learn 
a new language or learning as 
an adult can have profound ef-
fects on mental abilities.  



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 5-11, 2015 37  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Studio $2,550*
Per Month 

All-Inclusive* Call us to schedule  
a visit today!

(718) 762-3198
www.flushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne St.
Flushing, NY 11354

Parking available

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

A regular eye exam is key for seniors because some eye conditions and diseases do not 
show warning signs.

Scheduling eye exams 
is important for seniors
Many seniors will be glad to 

learn that there are steps they 
can take to protect against vi-

sion problems — starting with an eye 
exam. A regular exam is key for se-
niors because some eye conditions 
and diseases do not show warning 
signs.

While it is commonly known that 
eye troubles increase rapidly with 
age — particularly after age 65 — a 
lesser-known fact is that vision loss 
is also associated with a higher in-
cidence of falls, injuries, depression 
and social isolation. 

A regular examination
As part of an overall health-main-

tenance strategy, the American Acad-
emy of Ophthalmology urges seniors 
to have a comprehensive eye exam, 
especially if they have not had one 
in the past two years, whether or not 
there are symptoms.

The Academy also encourages se-
niors, their loved ones and caregiv-
ers to be aware of signs that indicate 
vision problems that require an eye 
exam. 

These problems can include:
• Bumping into or knocking over 

objects.
• Stepping hesitantly.
• Squinting or tilting the head 

when trying to focus.
• Missing objects when reaching.
• Discontinuing everyday activi-

ties such as reading and writing.
Simple, painless eye exams are 

crucial in detecting an eye disease or 
condition in its early stages, to help 
preserve your sight. During the exam, 
an ophthalmologist — a medical doc-
tor who specializes in eye care — will 
provide a diagnosis and treatment of 
all eye diseases and conditions.

Making eye care available
Despite medical evidence that 

healthy vision plays a critical role in 
overall health and happiness, many 
older adults in the United States do 
not seek regular eye care or face diffi -
culty accessing and paying for health 
care services. 

To ensure that all seniors through-
out the country have access to eye 
care services, nearly 7,000 volunteer 
ophthalmologists are available to 
provide eye care at no out-of-pocket 
cost to qualifying seniors 65 and older 
through EyeCare America, a public 
service program of the Foundation of 
the American Academy of Ophthal-
mology, which matches patients to 
volunteer ophthalmologists.

“Sight problems should not be ig-
nored at any age, but particularly in 
seniors, as problems are more com-
mon in this group of patients,” said 
Dr. Richard P. Mills, chairman for 
EyeCare America. “The earlier a pa-
tient seeks medical diagnosis and 
treatment, the greater the chances 
for saving and recovering one’s vi-
sion, which contributes to overall 
health and happiness.”

The program is sponsored by the 
Knights Templar Eye Foundation 
with additional support from Alcon. 
To learn more and to see if you qual-
ify, visit www.eyecareamerica.org.

Nearly 7,000 volunteer 
ophthalmologists are 

available to provide eye 
care at no out-of-pocket 
cost to qualifying seniors 

65 and older through 
EyeCare America.
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AARP gives you the information to 
help care for your loved ones, just like 
they did with you once. You don’t have 
to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for 
help. Visit our website or call now to 
get practical health and wellness tips 
to provide even better care for those 
who once took care of you.
We provide you information to 
give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

What used to be the “golden years” 
of life for seniors is now turning into 
any opportunity to spend even more 
time with their youngest family mem-
bers. Nowadays, a growing number of 
grandparents are called on to provide 
child care for their grandkids, many of 
whom are growing up in two-income 
households. Others are helping to raise 
grandkids while providing fi nancial 
assistance for adult children who may 
not be able to live on their own.

This trend has been corroborated 
in a few recent studies. Information 
from the Pew Research Center showed 
7.7 million children in the United 
States were living in the same house-
hold as one of their grandparents in 
2011. A University of Chicago analysis 
of a decade of data based on interviews 
with 13,614 grandparents, ages 50 and 
older, found that 61 percent of grand-
parents provided at least 50 hours 
of care for their grandchildren dur-
ing any given year between 1998 and 
2008. And an April 2012 study for the 

MetLife Mature Market Institute and 
the nonprofi t Generations United, an 
intergenerational policy group, found 
that 74 percent of respondents pro-
vided weekly child care or babysitting 
service for grandkids.

Grandparents often cite helping 
their own children fi nancially as well 
as staying in touch with grandchil-
dren as motivating factors behind 
providing care. According to Genera-
tions United, staying in touch with 
grandkids can give seniors a feeling 
of self-worth and improve their overall 
health.

When spending so much time to-
gether, grandparents may develop spe-
cial relationships with their grand-
children, who may benefi t from the 
knowledge and wisdom offered by 
their elders. The following are some 
lessons grandparents can share with 
youngsters:

Empathy: By sharing stories of how 
things were when they were younger, 
when opportunities may have been 

more scarce, grandparents can help 
teach grandchildren empathy. Grand-
children may learn to be grateful for 

the things they have and the people 
around them, rather than taking what 
they have for granted.

ELDERCARE TODAY

When spending so much time together, grandparents may develop special relationships 
with their grandchildren, who may benefi t from the knowledge and wisdom offered by their 
elders.

Grandkids bond 
with their elders
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ELDERCARE
A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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nity because that’s what this 
college is all about—commu-
nity—and some of you have 
come from all over the world, 
you came to the United States, 
the land of opportunity,” 
Stavisky said. “But you’re not 
alone. We are a nation built 
on immigrants.” 

Weprin said the college is 

representative of the diversi-
ty present in the borough. 

“You are at the center of 
it at all. Just looking around 
this gorgeous campus and the 
incredible diversity of the stu-
dent body, one can immedi-
ately understand why QCC is 
truly the lifeblood of our com-
munity and our educational 
system,” he said. 

Patrick Boucicault, presi-
dent of the Queensborough 
Student Government, told the 

graduates to maintain cour-
age and not become discour-
aged by any setbacks along 
their journeys, noting the 
diversity of the students’ situ-
ations. 

“Some of us have jobs, 
some people have kids,” 
Boucicault said. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

electronic article should de-
termine how long the record 
is kept.”

Cuomo’s administration 
put an end to the quick dis-
position of state employees’ 
emails following a summit in 
New York City May 24. In the 
weeks following, his office 
said Cuomo was considering 
other state’s policies and has 
been meeting with policy ex-
perts on the subject continu-
ing into the past week.

Freeman said he was 
scheduled to attend a meet-
ing with Cuomo’s adminis-
tration earlier this week, and 
would suggest that retention 
standards be based on the 
message, not the medium.

The media had criticized 
Cuomo’s email purge policies 
over the past year, because 

watchdogs were concerned 
several documents required 
by the state’s records reten-
tion schedules for counties, 
school districts and munici-
pal governments would be 
deleted before they could be 
properly filed. Even more 
recent attention was placed 
on the state’s policies after 
media outlets criticized 2016 
Democratic Presidential 
nominee Hillary Clinton for 
using her private email ac-
count during her tenure as 
Secretary of State.

A loophole remains in doc-
ument retention schedules 
that excludes state legislators 
from email retention policies, 
which Cuomo’s administra-
tion had said it plans to ad-
dress in its policy meetings 
going forward.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 5 

QCC

Continued from Page 4 

Email
Port Authority more than $1 
billion. LaGuardia Gateway 
Partners will be responsible 
for designing, constructing, 
operating and maintaining 
the new facility, which will in-
clude premier retail and din-
ing space, a hotel, and a con-
ference-and-business center.

“The team is ready to deliv-
er an exceptional experience 
for the airport community and 
the travelers that will pass 
through the new terminal,” 
LaGuardia Gateway Partners 
President and CEO Stewart 

Steeves said. “We will devel-
op a world-class facility and 
bring the level of operational 
expertise needed to deliver the 
airport New Yorkers deserve, 
both during construction and 
throughout the long-term op-
erations.”

Construction on the new 
1.3 million-square-foot Ter-
minal B, also known as the 
Central Terminal building, is 
expected to start in early 2016 
and the renovation may be 
complete by 2021. The project 
is welcome news to the advo-
cacy group Global Gateway 
Alliance.

In a statement, GGA ap-
plauded the Port Authority’s 
selection. 

“A new terminal is the 
linchpin in finally changing 
LaGuardia’s reputation from 
third world to world class, ac-
commodating an expected 35 
million passengers a year and 
paving the way for a new era 
in public-private partnerships 
that modernize and protect vi-
tal infrastructure,” the group 
said. “The project has already 
faced delays, so we urge the 
Port  and the winning consor-
tium to finalize the agreement 
quickly and get redevelopment 
underway so travelers don’t 
have to wait one day longer 
than necessary for a first class 
experience at LaGuardia.”

Continued from Page 4 

LaGuardia

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 

 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Install an energy-effi cient ductless 
cooling system in your home for 

 as low as $88/month*

Everything you need to be cool this summer.

No ductwork required

Programmable remote

Cost-effective

Energy-effi cient

Service & installation 
of all major brands!

SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER — EXPIRES 6/30/15

Call today!
877.358.2186
petro.com petro mobile

All images used are for illustrative purposes only. *Based on fi nancing a $8,000 installation and 9.99% interest 
rate up to 132 months. Subject to credit approval by Synchrony Bank and applies to qualifi ed systems only. 
Limited time offer, expires 6/30/15, equipment must be installed by 7/15/15. Call your local representative 
for complete terms and conditions. Must present ad at time of quote; cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Additional terms and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2015 Petro. P_15160

Attention to all Vendors, Restaurants and 
other Businesses interested in “selling” or 

“distributing” any type of information during 

WIADCA’s 2015 New York 
Caribbean Carnival Parade

WIADCA welcomes all Vendors to join us in celebrating our 48th Anniversary 
of Carnival in Brooklyn on Monday September 7th, 2015.  Interested persons 
have the opportunity to “vend” along the parade route on Eastern Parkway 

on Labor Day, Monday September 7th.  

WIADCA especially invites and welcomes all ethnic food vendors to provide 
their special cuisine from around the world for the millions of international 

visitors who participate every year. 

EARLY REGISTRATION BEGINS: 
Monday June 1st–Tuesday June 30th, 2015

Great discounts for early registration ONLY!

Non-Profi ts for distributing information

REGULAR REGISTRATION BEGINS: 
Wednesday July 1st – Monday August 31st, 2015

Non-Profi ts for distributing information

A late fee of $50.00 will be applied for any
registration submitted after August 31st, 2014

PAYMENT OPTIONS
In Offi ce registration: Money Orders, Debit 
and/or Credit Cards ONLY.  No Exceptions. 

Please make your money order payable to: WEST INDIAN 
AMERICAN DAY CARNIVAL ASSOCIATION, INC. OR  WIADCA INC.

Online registration: Credit & Debit Cards ONLY.
Discounts will be offered to anyone taking more than one vending space.

The Info below is ONLY a suggestion.  You may opt to go elsewhere.  These 
Insurance Carriers  are familiar with the insurance required for vendors for 

WIADCA’s Labor Day Carnival.

INSURANCE: 
Vendors are required to purchase General Liability Insurance from a 

reputable Insurance Company that is licensed to provide insurance coverage. 
The policy should name the following as additional insured: WIADCA INC., 

The City of New York Offi ce of the Mayor’s Street Activity.  

Manhattan
E. G. BOWMAN CO. INC.

5 Hanover Square, 
Suite 201

New York, NY 10004
Tel. No.:  212 425 8150
Fax No.:   212 269 0399

BROOKLYN
ALLIED INSURANCE 

BROKERAGE
4315 Church Avenue

BROOKLYN, NY 11203
Tel. No.:  718 693 2000
Fax No.:   718 269 0399

BROOKLYN
ANDREW CLUNIS

2130 Caton Avenue
BROOKLYN, NY 11226
Tel. No.:  718 284 1783
Fax No.:   718 284 8973

Space will be assigned on a fi rst come - fi rst served basis.  WIADCA 
cannot guarantee any spots. All spaces measure 10x10.  No Exceptions. 

REGISTRATION WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:
Organization’s offi ce: 325 Rogers Avenue 

(Bet Montgomery & Sullivan). PH #: 718-467-1797
Online at wiadcacarnival.org. Please note there will be 

an additional service fee for online registration. 
 Offi ce Email: wiadcainc@gmail.com

WIADCA’s offi ce is open for registration Monday through 
Friday 11:00 am – 6:00 pm.  

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Gianna Schupler (in leotard), who had open-heart surgery last 
year at Cohen Children’s Medical Center, meets, "Dancing with 
the Stars" champ Val Chmerkovskiy (second from left). Her sur-
geon, Dr. David Meyer, is at left and her mom and dad are next 
to her. Photo courtesy of Cohen Children’s Medical Center

The torrential rains this week play havoc with driving in the borough, including this SUV, which is being eaten by a sink hole 
on Cypress Avenues in Ridgewood.  104 Pct. Twitter

Tai Wang (l) will be honored by the Queens Botanical Garden 
at its Rose Gala June 11. She (with husband Tony) is one of the 
most “generous and steadfast support[ers] of the Garden,” 
the QBG says. Courtesy of Queens Bonanitcl Garden

The class of summer interns at the Queens DA’s office, 68 
law students in all, gather for a group photo on the first day 
of work.  Photo courtesy of Queens DA/KRRyan

At this year's Flushing Town Hall gala, Ellen Kodadek (r), ex-
ecutive director of the one-of-a-kind Queens institution, is 
the center of attention.  Photo by Sherri Rossi

A sure sign summer is here, Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder (second from left) hangs at the beach with (l-r) Mark Dalton, 
John Xanthos, Chris Dalton and Chef Michael Dalton of Dalton’s Seaside Grill outside their new food truck.  

Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Goldfeder

John Yacavone, president of the Clearview Seniors Golf 
Club (l) and Stan Choi, assistant GM of Clearview Park Golf 
Course, are at the first tee, ready for the club's 40th season 
to begin.  Photo courtesy of Clearview Seniors Golf Club
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Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 68

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,
www.elcaribecaterers.com

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
M&V LIMOUSINES
1117 Jericho Tpke. Commack, NY 11725  
(800) 498-5788, www.mvlimo.com

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Fiction Writing 101 begins 
from the premise that budding 
authors should write what 
they know. 

That does not mean a play-
wright should turn everything 
into fodder for the stage. 

But using events from one’s 
life — with just the right sprin-

kling of dramatic license — 
can often result in a creative 
and satisfying way to address 
a universal truth. 

For the upcoming Un-
chained Festival at the Chain 
Theatre in Long Island City, 
plenty of the productions on 
tap started out as real conver-
sations and events in each of 
the writers’ lives.

In “Tourniquet,” a group of 
eight unnamed New Yorkers 
experience a year’s worth of 
celebrations that begin in the 
fall of 2001. 

Playwright Adrienne 
Schaffler was in the fifth 
grade when 9/11 took place, 
but she was interested in how 
that Tuesday in mid-Septem-

ber more than a decade ago 
continues to affect people. 

“This event has redefined 
what celebrating can be,” 
Schaffler said. “I’m not try-
ing to hit people over the head 
with 9/11, but I want to see how 
people deal with the process of 
healing.”

And, at 23, she is also in-
terested in exploring how 
younger people will deal with 
anniversaries of the day in the 
future. 

“It scares me that in a few 
years, there will be so many 
younger people that have only 
heard about it through second-
hand accounts,” Schaffler 
said. 

Astoria playwright Eugene 

Grygo’s piece, “The Door to 
Home,” also springs from a 
true-life event many summers 
ago. 

“It is autobiographical,” he 
said. 

Grygo’s play focuses on a 
young man about to embark 
on the next chapter of his life 
and his mother’s fears that 
this means a future of loneli-
ness for her. 

In the summer of 1992, 
Grygo prepared to leave his 
home in Erie, Pa. for life in 
New York City. He had a very 
similar experience with his 
mother as he prepared for the 
move and used it for the basis 
of this play. 

“It is basically the last night 

they are together,” Grygo said. 
“It’s done as a mix of comedy 
and drama.”

For comedy deeply en-
trenched outside mainstream 
America’s comfort zone, J. 
Julian Christopher and Steve 
Sclafani’s musical, “Oso Fab-
uloso and the Bear Backs,” 
promises to deliver. 

Christopher plays Fabu-
loso, a bear — the term given 
to burly and hairy gay men — 
who is also a soul singer. After 
being dumped by his older boy-
friend, Fabuloso is encouraged 
by his therapist to embark on a 
tour to sing away the blues. 

“It is over the top and quite 
ridiculous,” Christopher said. 

Continued on Page 50

UNCHAINED 

MELODY
Actors Roger Wayne and Stephen K. Davis (above)  appear in a scene from Blake Walton’s 
“The Better Man.” Actors (inset) rehearse Adrienne Schaffler’s “Tourniquet.” 

Photos courtesy Blake Walton and Adrienne Schaffler

Long Island City’s 
Chain Theatre hosts 
festival of full-length 

and one-act plays
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BY BILL PARRY

SummerStage is coming 
to Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park for the first time Sunday, 
June 7, to headline the 2015 
World’s Fair anniversary fes-
tival. 

The free outdoor concert 
begins at 4 p.m. next to the 
New York State Pavilion and 
includes performances by 
Queens-based indie-rock band 
Hollis Brown, world-renowned 
violinist Damien Escobar from 
Jamaica, and soul/funk artist 
Charles Bradley.

“We’re thrilled to bring 
SummerStage for the first 
time ever to this year’s festi-
val,” Borough President Me-
linda Katz said. “Each Sum-
merStage concert brings the 
community closer, and there 
could be no better stage than 
on the World’s Fair anniver-
sary right next to the Pavilion, 
a national treasure and iconic, 
architectural marvel which 
we will save and restore for 
generations of families and 
visitors to enjoy.”

Katz has made the restora-
tion of the Pavilion a priority 
in her administration, secur-
ing $5.8 million in city funds 

for Fiscal Year 2016. The pa-
vilion has undergone several 
lighting tests and will be get-
ting a new coat of its original 

“American Cheese Yellow” 
paint, thanks to a partner-
ship between the City Parks 
Department, Painters District 

Council #9 and the New York 
Structural Steel Painting Con-
tractors Union.

State Assemblywoman 
Margaret Markey (D-Mas-
peth), co-chairwoman with 
Katz on the World’s Fair An-
niversary Committee said, “I 
look forward to an exciting 
day on June 7 as we begin the 
second year of our commemo-
ration. We are reminded of the 
historic impact that the two 
World’s Fairs had on Queens 
as we celebrate the 2015 Anni-
versary Festival.”

The festival runs from 1 
p.m. - 5:30 p.m. and features 
family activities, displays of 
memorabilia, tours of the pa-
vilion and many other attrac-
tions. Last year’s festival drew 
an estimated 60,000 visitors to 
the park for the celebrations 
that marked the 75th and the 
50th anniversaries of the two 
World’s Fairs that were held at 
the site.

The free concert, arranged 
by the non-profit City Parks 
Foundation, will follow. Sum-

Last year’s celebration of the opening of the two World’s Fairs ended with fireworks at the NY State Pavilion in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 

Celebrate anniversaries of Queens’ World’s Fair

Continued on Page 49

SummerStage makes its fi rst foray into Flushing Meadows Corona Park to mark event

Answers in Sports
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PRODUCTIONS

“Urinetown” — This 
recent Broadway musical 
comedy is a satire on the 
legal system, capitalism, 
social irresponsibility, 
politics and even musical 
theater. In the near future, 
a 20-year drought has 
outlawed private toilets, 
forcing citizens to use public 
facilities run by a monopoly. 
When: June 5 - June 6
Where: Parkside Players at 
Grace Lutheran Church, 103-15 
Union Turnpike, Forest Hills
Cost: $20/adults, $18/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.
parksideplayers.com

“Floyd Collins” — The 
musical, written by Adam 
Guettel and Tina Landau, is 
based on the true story of 
cave explorer Floyd Collins, 
who became trapped inside 
a cavern, and the country’s 
fi rst media circus that sprang 
up surrounding the rescue 
effort in 1925 Kentucky.
When: June 12 - June 27; Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday at 8 pm
Where: Ophelia Theater, 21-12 
30th Road, Astoria
Cost: $18, Sunday is pay 
what you can
Website: www.
opheliatheatre.com

“Guys and Dolls” — Luck 
be a lady, tonight, when the 
Rockaway Theatre Co. stages 
the classic American musical 
based on the stories of 
Damon Runyon.
When: June 26 -June 28, 
July 10 - July 12, July 16- July 
19
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Fort Tilden, 
Far Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/
seniors and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.
org

AUDITIONS

“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” — The Gingerbread 
Players will present 
Shakespeare’s magical 

comedy in the fall. No 
appointment is necessary to 
audition. Actors will read from 
the script, and depending 
upon the role, may be asked to 
sing. Rehearsals begin in July 
on weekends. 
When: Friday, June 19, 
from 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm and 
Sunday, June 21, from 2 pm 
- 4 pm
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 
85 Greenway South, Forest 
Hills
Contact: (718) 268-6292

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this 
open group features 
discussion, workshopping 
and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-
7382

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

LUNCH SPECIALS
$795

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 12 NOON–3P.M.

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD
CAESAR

GARDEN
*ADD GRILLED CHICKEN + $3
*ADD GRILLED SHRIMP + $4

SANDWICHES
MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE

SAUSAGE & PEPPER
** PARMIGIANA ON REQUEST

Pasta 
Dishes

Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

NO SUBSTITUTIONS 
OR TAKEOUT

from 

HAPPY HOURS
beginning 

RHYTHM 
& BREWS

from 

LADIES NIGHT
FRIDAY 
NIGHT 
LIVE

Our 2015 Season begins April 24th

Over 20 years of serving you!

beginning  
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

More than 50 independent 
filmmakers will make their 
marks on Queens’ movie scene 
this weekend when the Muse-
um of the Moving Image kicks 
off the seventh annual Spar-
row Film Project in Astoria. 

The Sparrow Film Project 
challenges movie makers to 
create three-minute shorts in 
three weeks. 

With 53 submissions for 
this year’s edition, the event 
has truly become internation-
al. 

“Only in Queens can a few 
creative people get together 
and form a short-film contest 
that ends up growing into a 
major phenomenon,” Rob Mac-
Kay, director of the Queens 
Economic Development Corp.’s 
marketing and tourism office, 
said. 

Like many great ideas, this 
one started small. 

Three guys with a vision 
got together over brewskies at 
their favorite Astoria bar, The 
Sparrow Tavern, from which 

the film project got its name. 
They had a meeting of the 

minds; the topic of conversa-
tion was filmmaking.

When Rudy Mungaray, 

Evan Roumeliotis and An-
dres Rojas first started their 
project, a three- minute film 
would be made every three 
months. In those days, shorts 

were screened and nominees 
were given awards at the tav-
ern and in local bars.  

But as the event grew, it be-
came harder to host as often, 

so it was scaled back to an an-
nual screening, which meant 
they also needed a larger ven-
ue, so the Museum of the Mov-
ing Image was a perfect fit.

For more than 17 years, 
Roumeliotis has been one of 
the largest supporters of the lo-
cal creative community here. 

He owns The Sparrow 
Tavern, Mars restaurant, 
The Letlove Inn and Queens 
Ink Tattoo shop — all located 

Audience members mingle in the lobby at the Museum of the Moving Image during last year's Sparrow Film 
Project gala.  Photo courtesy Sparrow Film Project

Independence rules at Sparrow Film Project

Continued on Page 50

Directors armed with three-minute movies decamp at Astoria’s Museum of Moving Image

IF YOU GO
Sparrow Film Project

When: Screenings — Saturday, 
June 6, and Sunday, June 7, 
from noon - 6 pm; Gala and 
awards ceremony — Thursday, 
June 11, at 7 pm
Where: Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $6/screenings, $65/
screenings and gala
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.
us

Everybody is invited to this family reunion in Corona
BY SHANNA FULD 

Some people wait all year for their 
family reunion, but there’s no need to 
put the party on hold. 

On Saturday, everyone’s invited to 
enjoy a family event that includes rela-
tives they have never even met. 

That’s the day A.J. Jacobs is put-
ting on the Global Family Reunion, a 
celebration of how all humankind is 
connected.

Jacobs, a writer and lecturer, will 
be talking about how we are all related 
to each other like a big family—con-
nected to each other as cousins. The 
whole idea about familial connection 
began when he received an e-mail 
from a 12th cousin. After investing 
some thought and research, he began 
building a family tree with help from 
genealogy-finding sites on the web.

His party to celebrate the idea of 
the global family will run from 11 a.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. at the New York Hall of Sci-
ence. 

In the name of family genealogy, 
Jacobs has arranged for all proceeds 
from the event to help fund research 
for the oftentimes genetic Alzheimer’s 
disease.

“Families are all about memories 
and stories, and Alzheimer’s robs us of 
that,” Jacobs said.

There will be a wide range of enter-

tainment, as well as international food 
trucks, at the event. 

According to Jacobs, more than 
50 speakers, magicians, and musical 
acts will be on hand to entertain the 
crowd. In addition, those participat-
ing in the event will be asked to help 
try breaking the world record for the 
most people singing the song “We Are 
Family,” which will be performed by 
Sister Sledge. Other stars set to attend 
are Lisa Loeb, Brady Rymer, Glee’s 

Jenna Ushkowitz, Daniel Radcliffe and 
Dr. Oz. Jacobs says that Ushkowitz is 
a “walking family reunion,” as she is 
a Korean American with a Jewish sur-
name. There will be a viewing of a vid-
eo featuring former President George 
H.W. Bush as well. 

Those who attend will also be able 
to pick from such family activities as 
potato-sack races, family trivia and 
crafts, or they can work with a team of 
professional genealogists to help them 

find their family lineage. Jacobs will 
be orchestrating a family photo where 
he will try to get all the guests together 
for the largest family photo shoot on 
record, in which they will be asked to 
hold signs that say “ I am a cousin.” 

“I love the idea that finally science 
can prove we are all family. We can 
now see that we are all related. My 
hope is that once this sinks in, we can 
all be a tiny bit kinder to each other.  I 
don’t think we are going to stop wars, 
but I’m looking for a little more com-
passion.” Jacobs is happy to hold the 
reunion at the location of the World’s 
Fair in Queens, as Queens is celebrat-
ed for its diversity.  

Actress Olivia Wilde with founder A.J. Jacobs flashes the word that, come right down to it,  
we’re all relatives.   Photo courtesy of Global Family Reunion

IF YOU GO
Global Family Reunion Festival

When: Saturday, June 6, from 11 am - 
8:30 pm
Where: New York Hall of Science, 47-01 
111th St., Corona
Cost: $30/general admission, $70/VIP
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Queens residents receive a 25 percent 
discount when purchasing tickets 
at globalfamilyreunion.eventbrite.
com/?discount=SPEAKER



49  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, JUN. 5–11, 2015TL

Memoriesare made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363

FOLLOW US ON

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Jun. 5-11, 2015

By Ed Canty

Outward Bound
Across
1. Fiesta Bowl site
6. Part of an act
11. Game standout, 
briefly
14. Regard with 
contempt
15. Moses' brother
16. Texas tea
17. "The Road Not 
Taken" poet
19. Fancy neckwear
20. Suzanne of 
"Three's Company"
21. Stirs
23. A drinker
26. Mass confusion
27. Mets' ace Dwight
28. Remove cargo
30. Ear part
31. Pig's nose
32. Letter before 
omega
35. Mythical 
monster
36. Millionaire 
producer
38. Conned
39. Not 'neath
40. Dr. Alzheimer
41. Tipper of note
42. Temper, as 
metal
44. Biologist's 
studies
46. Storage areas
48. Reason to 
complain
49. Cry of surrender
50. Like some 
British sardines

52. Quote from 
Homer
53. Maine lunch, 
perhaps
58. "Lord, is ___?": 
Matthew
59. TV studio sign
60. The "Velvet Fog"
61. Vietnamese 
New Year
62. To the point
63. Devote, as time

Down
1. Pitch
2. Prefix with friendly
3. Unruly crowd
4. Chairs do it
5. Put something on
6. "60 Minutes" 
correspondent

7. Singer Vikki
8. Love god
9. Dissenting votes
10. Petition
11. Cell
12. Quartet 
member
13. Proto or ecto 
end
18. Some Feds
22. Uneven
23. Ice house
24. Bond player
25. Poor clerk of 
literature
26. Picture problem
28. Up to
29. Denials
31. Greek portico
33. Kind of wrap
34. Latin clarifier

36. Sir Galahad's 
father
37. Bullfight cheers
41. Sugary tidbit
43. Lacking value
44. Judge's decision
45. Red flags
46. Taxing ordeal?
47. IRA investment 
option
48. Cavern, in 
poetry
50. Skier's 
transport
51. Horned goddess
54. Start for step 
or stop
55. Pay dirt
56. K-O connection
57. Conducted

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

HIT OR MISS
D O R A S C O W L A H A B
A L E S C O C O A L I R E
M I S S I O N A R Y M T G E
P O T A T O D E S O T O S

Y E T I S G A S H
V E H E M E N T G O T E A M
A M I R D U R E S S S S A
L O T S I A L T A F T
O T T N O T I F I R C A S
R E H E A T T I M B U K T U

E X I T S N A R E
E P S I L O N G A G G L E
T A P S M I S S O U R I A N
T R O T A L I N E I S M S
E A T S N E R O S T H E E

merStage is the largest 
free performing arts fes-
tival in New York City, 
now in its 30th year, 
showcasing nearly 200 
artists in 20 shows in 
Central Park as well as 
16 neighborhoods across 
the city. 

“We are thrilled to 
bring a big Summer-
Stage show to one of the 
most actively used parks 
in Queens,” City Parks 
Foundation Executive 
Director Heather Lubov 

said. “Our expansion 
into Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park is an incred-
ibly important way for us 
to build new and diverse 
audiences and foster a 

broader interest in the 
arts here in Queens.”

Meanwhile, the 110th 
Precinct moved against 
unwanted loud music in 
Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park early Sunday 
morning. Officers swept 
into the park at 1:30 a.m. 
and issued 39 summons-
es to people who were 
trespassing and blasting 
music.

“The operation was 
conducted in response to 
community complaints 
of loud music in the park 
at night,” Capt. Chris-
topher Manson said. 
“More operations will be 
conducted.”

Continued from Page 46 

World’s Fair IF YOU GO
World’s Fair Festival 
and SummerStage 
Concert

When: Sunday, June 7, 
from 1 pm - 6 pm
Where: Unisphere in 
Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park 
Cost: Free
Website: www.
nycgovparks.org
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MUSIC

Global Mashup No. 5, Haiti Meets China 
— Agoci Band from Haiti and FJ Music 
Fusion, a duo of Chinese musicians, both 
perform sets and then join together for a 
fi nal jam. 
When: Friday, June 5, dance lessons begin at 
7 pm, concert starts at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $15/general admission, $10/
members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.fl ushingtownhall.org

LGBTQ Voices— Flushing Town Hall and 
Councilman Daniel Dromm sponsor this 
event to kick off Queens Pride week. 
Performers include singers, dancers, 
performance artists, poets and actors. 
When: Saturday, June 6, at 5 pm
Where: Diversity Plaza, 37th Road and 
74th Street, Jackson Heights
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website:  www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Bayside Historical Society Lawn Concert 
— Enjoy the sounds of classic American 
rock when the band Desert Highway 
performs songs from the Eagles, Don 
Henley and Joe Walsh.  
When: Sunday, June 7, at 6 pm

Where: Crocheron Park, 35th Avenue and 
the Cross Island Parkway, Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1548
Website: www.baysidehistorical.org

FILM

Movie Night in Bayside — Bring a blanket 
or low chair for a showing of the recent 
animated hit “The Lego Movie.”
When: Friday, June 5, at 8:30 pm
Where: Golden Pond, 35th Avenue near 
the Cross Island Parkway, Crocheron Park, 
Bayside
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Movie Night in South Richmond Hill — 
Bring a blanket or low chair for a showing 
of “Muppets Most Wanted.” Popcorn and 
ices will be served. Board games begin at 7 
pm. The movie starts at dusk. 
When: Friday, June 12, at 7 pm
Where: Phil “Scooter” Rizzuto Park, 95th 
Avenue between 125th and 127th streets, 
South Richmond Hill
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Movie Night in College Point — Bring 
a blanket or low chair for a showing of 
“Frozen.”
When: Friday, June 12, at 8:30 pm
Where: MacNeil Park, Poppenhusen Avenue 
and 115th Street, College Point
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

“But there is a dramatic 
underbelly to the piece.”

This is Christo-
pher’s third trip to the 
Unchained Festival — 
he won a best director 
award for one entry and 
authored a second play 
— but it is his first time 

performing at the LIC 
venue. 

For author Marlin 
Thomas, who grew up 
in nearby Queensbridge, 
the Chain Theatre is a 
bit of a homecoming.

“I was prompted to en-
ter when I saw the listing 
for the festival and saw 

the location was about 
a mile from Queens-
bridge,” Thomas said. 

So it seems fitting that 
in the shadows of LIC’s 
glittering glass towers 
sits his old home. 

Cultural clashes often 
pop up in Thomas’ work. 

For the Unchained 
Festival, he has writ-
ten “Burqua and Rifle,” 
which is an imagined 
encounter between two 
women — one an ex-
Marine and the other 
an African-American 
Muslim — at the border 
of the United States and 
Mexico. 

His inspiration, 
Thomas said, was a paint-
ing he saw of two women 
in conflict, as well as a 
bit of wisdom from ab-
surdist playwright Eu-
gene Ionesco. 

“One of his quotes is, 
‘Ideology separates us, 
but dreams and anguish 
bring us together,’” 
Thomas said. 

Anguish and a bit of 
autobiography also play 
a role in Blake Walton’s 

piece, “The Better Man.”
Walton, an actor and 

director, was living in 
Florida when he started 
a relationship with an-
other man, who didn’t 
define himself sexually 
and wouldn’t limit his 
relationships to just men 
or women. 

“I said, ‘when you get 
married, I want to be 
your best man,’” Walton 
said. “This play is based 
upon that moment.”

In Walton’s story, 
two young men begin a 
clandestine relationship, 
which eventually ends 
when one says he wants 
a normal life. Flash for-
ward six years later, and 
the jilted lover is invited 
to his old flame’s wed-
ding to a young woman. 

Naturally, he attends. 
“It’s a struggle and a 

challenge for all three 
characters,” Walton said. 
“It’s a play about what 
happens when three 

 people grow.”
Reach News Editor 

Kevin Zimmerman by e-
mail at kzimmerman@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4541.

in Astoria.  He and his 
buddies soon realized a 
local outlet was needed 
where enthusiastic art-
ists could express them-
selves through film.

“With the studios 
in our backyard, As-
toria and Long Island 
City’s cinematic roots 
are deep,” Roumeliotis 
said.  “I have always said 
that the film project is 
bigger than Sparrow. It 
took a little longer than I 
thought because it is a lot 
of work and we all have 
a lot going on. Now, we 
are all more organized 
and focused and can get 
it to where we want a lot 
quicker. It was a slow 
start, and we are getting 
there now.”

The goal, Roumeliotis 
said, was to make the 
Sparrow Film Project 
one of the borough’s ar-
tistic traditions. 

This weekend’s 
screenings will be fol-
lowed by a gala and 
awards ceremony June 
11, to be held at the As-
tor Room, located on the 

lot at Kaufman Astoria 
Studios. 

“The Sparrow Film 
Project is an incredibly 
lively, local event that 
taps into the creative en-
ergy of Astoria and the 
surrounding neighbor-

hoods,” David Schwartz, 
MoMI’s chief curator, 
said. “We love the crowd 
it brings to the museum, 
and we’re pleased to be 
showing all of the entries 
the weekend before the 
big event.”

Continued from Page 48 

Sparrow

Continued from Page 45 

UNCHAINED

Joe Wissler and Kathy Kelly Christos perform in Eugene 
Grygo’s earlier play, “Brona and Alberto,” at the Manhattan 
Repertory Theatre. Grygo’s “The Door to Home,” 
runs as part of this year’s Unchained Festival.  

Photo courtesy Eugene Grygo

Trophies are ready to be handed out at last year’s Sparrow 
Film Project gala at the Museum of the Moving Image in 
Astoria.  Photo courtesy Sparrow Film Project

IF YOU GO
Unchained Festival

When: June 12 - 28
Where: The Chain 
Theatre, 21-28 45th 
Road, Long Island City
Cost: $15/advance, $18/
at door
Contact: (646) 580-
6003
Website: www.chain-
theatre.org

Actors rehearse Marlin Thomas’ “Burqa and Rifle” for 
a production at the Manhattan Repertory Theatre. The 
play is part of this year’s Unchained Festival.  

Photo courtesy Marlin Thomas
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661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 |  516.487.9200 |  unionprimesteak.com

“The Food is the Real Standout”

“The steaks are prime 35-day dry-aged beef. The bone-in rib steak was everything a 
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“Very Good” – NY Times
“Stunning décor, excellent service and memorable food 
make it the perfect spot for a special-occasion dinner”

“The signature dessert is a warm cinnamon bun served in a black iron skillet. 
It is meltingly delicious”

A Fresh, New Modern Steakhouse 
in a Legendary Location.
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

A coffee shop in a changing 
neighborhood sometimes can 
be a controversial thing. 

But the owners of Norma’s 
café in Ridgewood, 52-09 Ca-
talpa Ave., have always tried 
to integrate themselves into 
the community. 

Crystal Williams and De-
nise Plowman opened the cof-
fee shop three years ago and 
during that time they have 
attended community meetings 
and helped artists in the area 
promote their work. 

Plowman and Williams 
started a “support local art” 
initiative where they allowed 
artists to hang their pieces in 
the coffee shop, free of charge, 
as a way of promoting the art 
and selling it to customers. 

For Norma’s patrons, the 
shop offers more than just cof-
fee. 

The menu includes break-
fast and lunch items like sand-
wiches with black beans and 
eggs. They also have myriad 
pastries and baked goods — 
from cookies to vegan cakes. 

In 2014, the owners started 
a kickstarter campaign to 
raise money for a second lo-
cation that would serve wine 
and beer. They raised $5,611 
through community outreach 
and word of mouth but Plow-
man and Williams’ true test 
came from the Community 
Board 5 meetings that they 
had to attend. 

“We feel like Ridgewood is 

missing a great beer and wine 
bar. We want to create the 
perfect date spot or a place to 
spend time with friends and 
feel spoiled,” the owners wrote 
at the time. “Our goal is to pick 
all of our favorite things about 
wine bars and leave out all the 
stuffy pretense.”

The community board had 
to either approve or reject 

their request based on what 
the board members thought 
of Plowman and Williams as 
community members. Would 
they create an environment 
that would encourage drink-
ers to be rowdy and affect the 
neighborhood’s quality of life 
measures? Community board 
members ultimately decided 
through several meetings that 

Plowman and Williams at-
tended, to grant the wine and 
beer license. 

Now they are in the process 
of creating a second location 
on Woodward Avenue. 

Earlier in May, PS 290 was 
trying to raise funds by hold-
ing a flea market. Plowman 
and Williams brought their 
coffee and other goods to the 

event to raise money for the 
school. They were able to do-
nate half of their proceeds to 
PS 290.

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 

G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 

word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 

a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month

Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Joe served with community outreach

Norma’s has been open for about three years in Ridgewood. The owners are preparing to open a second location. Photo courtesy of Norma’s 

Norma’s owners promote neighborhood artwork, attend Ridgewood board meetings



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 5-11, 201554    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

Valedictorian Eliyahu 
Perl spoke of crises such as 
Hurricane Sandy, the threat 

of ISIS and Boko Haram, the 
earthquake in Nepal and the 
shootings by police of Freddie 
Gray in Baltimore and Eric 
Garner in Staten Island. 

“With this education, we 
have the ability to change the 
world,” Perl said.

val.
He said his office met with 

a few people from the school’s 
PTA and that communication 
seemed to be an issue. 

“The principal has to have 
more open communication 
with the PTA because they 
misunderstood each other,” 
he said. 

The incident also caused 
frustration among individu-
als outside of Flushing. New 

Jersey resident Pam Jenoff 
said she was in the city for a 

book expo when she learned 
of the situation. 

She reached out to Pincus, 
Kim, Stavisky and Koo. 

“I just wanted to see if I 
could help make a difference 
help to make these kids feel 
better,” Jenoff said.

a spokesman for the City 
Council. Koch said the City 
Council would work with his 
staff to make sure their budget 
and constituent needs are met 
despite his sudden departure.

Weprin, also chairman of 
the Queens delegation, and 
City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
also oversee funding to groups 
in Councilman Ruben Wills’ 
(D-Jamaica) district. Since 
Wills’ indictment on charges 
of swindlng public funds, the 
Council does not permit him 
to distribute funds or member 
items. 

Koch explained the mayor 
has to wait a few days after 
the official resignation date, 
which was June 15 for We-
prin, before he can schedule 
special elections, which are 
usually held 40 days after the 

announcement. 
But Michael Ryan, execu-

tive director of the city Board 
of Elections, told a City Coun-
cil budget hearing Tuesday 
there would be no specials 
elections despite two vacan-
cies in the Council and that all 
elections would be “folded into 
the primary and the general.”

Even with the race for We-
prin’s seat months ahead, sev-
eral people have publicly de-
clared their intention to run. 

Former Flushing Assem-
blyman Barry Grodenchik an-
nounced late last month that he 
would run for the seat. Fellow 
Queens resident Steve Behar 
also considered running but 
decided to join Grodenchik’s 
team instead. And the two  are 
not wasting any time waiting 
to spread the word.

“Barry’s been working in 
the area for three decades. 
He’s been involved for the long 
haul,” Behar said. “There’s 
not many people who know 
northeast Queens and Queens 

as well as Barry does.”
Grodenchik and Behar are 

now raising money and knock-
ing on the doors of people in 
the not-yet contested district. 
Behar acknowledged that 
many other people are also 
eyeing the district seat.

“It’s just par for the course,” 
Behar said. “We have a lot 
of talented, active people in 
northeast Queens so it’s a nat-
ural thing for people to throw 
their hat into it.”

Those people include di-
verse candidates such as Bob 
Friedrich, president of the 
Glen Oaks Village civic associ-
ation and a former TimesLedg-
er columnist.  He could not be 
reached for comment.

Ali Najmi, a 30-year-old 
criminal defense attorney 
from Glen Oaks, said he could 
cater to the immigrant vote. If 
elected, Najmi would become 
the first South Asian elected 
official in the City Council.

And while the money was 
set aside at that time, the 
Parks Department did not 
break ground until 2013 and 

everything was supposed to be 
ready by the fall of 2014. When 
that deadline was missed, a 
Parks spokeswoman said the 
park would be complete by 
this spring. And that deadline 
was also missed. 

“I’m waiting desperately 
for the comfort station to be 

open,” Avella said. He also not-
ed that as Queens begins to get 
its share of the spotlight, more 
people will be visiting the bor-
ough’s parks.

“So many people are using 
this park . It has certainly been 
discovered,” he said. 

time for his client to “put his 
affairs in order” and request-
ed an extension until June 8, 
according to court records. 

Halloran’s affairs were 
listed as surrendering his 
lease and DMV license plates, 
packing up his personal be-
longings, securing a new 
home for his dog, filing pa-
pers with the state bar asso-
ciation and booking airfare 
to Kentucky, the letter said. 

Karas granted the exten-
sion but warned Halloran’s 
attorney “that there will be 
no more extensions,” accord-
ing to court records. 

On June 8, Halloran will 

turn himself in to a federal 
prison in Kentucky. The 
Federal Bureau of Prisons 
has already assigned him 
his register number, 68384-
054, which will be used as 
his prison identification, ac-
cording to its website.  Hal-
loran, who identifies himself 
as a pagan, will have his re-
ligious needs accommodated 
in the federal prison.

“It is all collaborated 
through the chaplain ser-
vices,” said Edmond Ross, 
spokesman for the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons.

Halloran, a former NYPD 
police officer and attorney, 
will be appealing his convic-
tion from prison, according 
to court records. 

Continued from Page 2 

PS 120

Continued from Page 4 

Halloran

Continued from Page 5 

Parking

Continued from Page 1 

Weprin seat

Continued from Page 9 

Graduation

vived and was being treated at 
the 92nd Street facility of the 
American Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to animals. 
It was renamed Belle, an ASP-
CA spokeswomansaid. ASPCA 
said it was too soon to discuss 

adoption for her.
“Tossing an animal away 

like garbage is an unthinkable 
act,” said Howard Lawrence, 
senior director of the ASPCA 
Anti-Cruelty Group. “We com-
mend the NYPD for their swift 
action in this case and encour-
age all New Yorkers to always 
report suspected animal cruel-
ty to 311 or call 911 for crimes 
in progress.”

The ASPCA said it could 
not comment further on the 
Hutchinson case because of 
the ongoing investigation. 

Hutchinson, a personal 
trainer, spent a year in jail and 
four years on probation for his 
sex offense, for which he used 
a chemical agent to sedate 
his victim, according to state 
court records.

Continued from Page 1 

Abuse

center and 212th Street had 
been targeted, specifically. He 
said there are several crews 
responsible for the thefts, and 
wheel locks are but a mild de-
terrent. 

“If they want your tire and 
rims, they will do their re-

search and they will get them,” 
he said.

The 109th Precinct has 
made six arrests so far, and a 
rim theft that police tracked 
on camera took exactly 4 min-
utes and 38 seconds. Conforti 
said those crews have their ef-
forts down to a science.

He said it is a frustrating 
crime, but his precinct is on 
top of it. IdeaScale, a pilot 
broadband public communi-

cation system that the 109th 
Precinct rolled out last year, 
has been a primary tool in 
identifying and charting such 
crimes, Conforti said.

To become involved and 
submit crime information, 
questions or concerns in Bay 
Terrace or the 109th Precinct, 
sign up for https://ideascale.
com by emailing 109pre-
cinctcc@gmail.com.

Continued from Page 2 

Car crime

ment. 
A document sent by Rosa to 

City Planning said the group 
would receive nearly $800,000 

for the preparation of the envi-
ronmental impact statement,  
the ULURP land use review as 
well as the urban design. 

The document states that if 
the waterfront area were to be 
rezoned, City Planning would 
need to become the project’s 

subcontractor.
Rosa said the group has 

received approval from the De-
partment of State to use City 
Planning as the subcontractor 
on the waterfront project.

The route will also include 
bus bulbs and other improve-
ments as part of a capital 
project currently under way 
that will be implemented in 
the coming years, according 
to the spokesman. 

The cost of implementing 
the street changes this year 
will be roughly $1 million, 
the spokesman said. 

The DOT and the MTA 
hosted open houses in Flush-
ing and Jamaica last week, 
part of five public events the 
agencies organized for the 
project, to get feedback on 
the proposals and possible 
changes to bus stops affected 
by the SBS plan for the Q44 
route. 

The agencies are also 

meeting with community 
boards, local organizations 
and other area partners to 
get more input for the final 
design. 

Don Capalbi, president of 
the Queensboro Hill Neigh-
borhood Association, said he 
hopes the DOT will stick to 
its plan.

Although there will be 
traffic problems in the area, 
he said he prefers that to a 
loss of parking. 

“Some folks, especially 
during rush hours, will have 
to find alternative routes for 
getting home from work and 
it will not be easy because 
College Point Boulevard 
is already packed and Kis-
sena Boulevard is already 
packed,” Capalbi said. “How-
ever, we need better bus ser-
vice and we can’t destroy our 
small businesses to get it.”

Continued from Page 30 

Bus route

Continued from Page 5 

Waterfront
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Archbishop Molloy was 
given yet another chance to 
let its youth be an excuse and 
let its season get away.

The Stanners, like they 
have all year, refused to let 
that happen.

Seventh-seeded Molloy 
trailed No. 2 All Hallows by 
four runs after three innings 
in the deciding Game 3 of the 
CHSAA Class AA baseball 
qualifying round Sunday. 
It responded with a six-run 
third inning and held on for 
a 6-4 victory in Briarwood. 
The Stanners advanced to 

the double-elimination cham-
pionship tournament. 

“Once you are down 4-0, 
it’s never really a good feel-
ing,” sophomore third base-
man Jack Turner said. “You 
are kind of down on yourself, 
but this team, we never give 
up hope.”

Molloy (13-8) suffered two 
lopsided loses to Xaverian 
early in the year and didn’t 
close the season as strong as 
it would have liked after a 
10-2 start. The Stanners then 
saw ace Scott Hannon fall 2-1 
in the series opener before 
rallying to eliminate All Hal-

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK

Coach Anna Dawidowska 
came into the season with 
high expectations for her Gro-
ver Cleveland boys’ volleyball 
team, even though its lineup 
featured four sophomores. 

“I made sure from the very 
beginning I set high expec-
tations and I didn’t want to 
treat them like sophomores,” 
Dawidowska said. “I also be-
lieve if you are a teacher in the 
classroom or a coach in the 
gym, if you set high standards 
kids will step up to it and they 
for sure did.”

The young, sixth-seeded 
Tiger squad met those stan-
dards by defeating No. 5 Envi-
ronmental Studies 30-28, 24-26, 
25-15 to win the program’s first 
PSAL A city title at Hunter 
College May 27. 

“They have improved every 
game,” Dawidowska said. “I 
can’t believe a team with four 
sophomores is able to compose 
themselves the way they have. 
I am beyond proud of them.”

The Tigers were tested and 
their nerves showed early in 
the match. Down 13-6 in the 
first set, Grover Cleveland 
(14-1) rallied to score five 
consecutive points to cut the 
Environmental Studies (12-2) 
advantage to 13-11. The Eagles 
were then able to get their lead 
back to 17-12.

“I think when young ath-
letes begin games on this level 
they are a little nervous,” the 
coach said. “The nerves got 
the best of them in the begin-
ning. What got them going was 
pure talent and knowing good 
volleyball.”

The Tigers eventually 
settled in and went on a 10-4 
rally to go up 22-21. The teams 
went back and fourth until 
sophomore Juan De Jesus and 
junior Costinel Oaie recorded 
back-to-back kills to complete 
the 30-28 victory. 

De Jesus, who was a big 
part of the team’s victory, 
made big-time plays as just a 
sophomore. 

“Juan De Jesus was in the 

starting lineup last year with 
five seniors,” Dawidowska 
said. “He has had a lot of ex-
perience to play a really high 
level of mature volleyball,” 

Cleveland dropped the sec-
ond set 26-24, but the Tigers 
were able to regroup from the 
second-set loss behind nine 
kills by Oaie. 

“I did not feel any pres-
sure,” Oaie said. “I wanted to 
keep my team together and 
win the city championship.”

The improved Grover Cleve-
land team got better as the 
season progressed. They also 
knew that winning the first 
set was important and learned 
how to play in high-pressure 
situations this season. It paid 
off with a historic crown.

“We have gone to three sets 
in every game in the playoffs 
expect for the first round,” 
Dawidowska said. “We are 
used to playing three sets. 
That’s the game we know, so 
I told them I don’t mind losing 
a second set, this is what we 
do.”Continued on Page 57

Grover Cleveland celebrates its victory in the PSAL Class A volleyball final.  Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Molloy starter Ruben Jimenez delivers the ball to the plate.  
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Cleveland takes title
Sophomore-heavy slate are state ‘A’ volleyball champs

Molloy, McClancy 
advance to playoffs
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BY PATRICK MCCORMACK

Metropolitan Campus was 
three points from the end of its 
first varsity season and falling 
short of a city boys’ volleyball 
crown before coach Thomas 
Shean reminded his players 
the type of effort that got them 
to the final. 

“I have a lot of first-year 
guys,” Shean said. “That was 
just it, a lot of nerves. I had to 
just tell them it’s no guts, no 
glory. You have go in and try 
and win the game, not try and 
hope to win the game, but want 
to win the game.”

Metropolitan not only won 
the game, but took the title as 
well. 

The fourth-seeded Knights 
scored eight straight points 
to rally and win the second 
set before closing out a 23-25, 
25-22, 25-20 victory over No. 2 
Boys & Girls in the PSAL Class 
B city championship at Hunter 
College May 27.

“When the ball goes out of 
bounds I know I was relieved,” 
Shean said. “The boys were 
relieved. “There was a feeling 
of ‘Hey, we finally did it, we got 
the goal we thought we could 
get to at the beginning of the 
season.’”

But the victory didn’t come 

easy for Metropolitan. Its 23-
25 loss in the first set took 
away some of its momentum 
and confidence—until Shean 
shook his team up. 

“When we went down in the 

first set, I got a little worried, 
but afterwards we came back,” 
said senior Bryan Vasquez, 
who had five kills. 

Metropolitan (12-2), which 
finished the regular season 

second in its division, also ran 
into problems in the third set 
of the championship game. The 
Knights led 18-9 before Boys & 
Girls (15-1) went on a 10-2 rally 
to cut Metropolitan’s lead to 

20-19. Vasquez responded with 
a kill to increase the Knights 
lead to 21-19. Tishawn Doolittle, 
who had 12 kills, made some 
big plays down the stretch to 

Archbishop Molloy played 
more slugfests and gave up 
more runs than it would like 
to remember on its way to the 
CHSAA state tournament, 
only to see its pair of aces 
come through when it mat-
tered most.   

“I just kept drilling to the 
two of them, we need the two of 
you at the end,” Molloy coach 
Maureen Rosenbaum said.

Seniors Amanda Zeni and 
Alexandra Yule saved their 
best performances for their 
final games, each overcoming 
some adversity on their way to 
a Catholic state softball title. 

“For both of us it is really 
special,” Zeni said. 

The Columbia-bound Yule, 

a three-year starter, was the 
hard luck loser in last sea-
son’s 1-0 loss to Mary Louis in 
the Brooklyn/Queens semi-
final. This year, she tossed a 
gem in Game 2 of the Brook-
lyn/Queens championship 
series, with Molloy facing 
elimination. In her first state 
tournament game she settled 
down after a shaky start. Yule 
limited St. Joseph by the Sea 
to just one run on four hits 
for a 3-1 victory in the state 
 semifinal.   

Zeni, a four-year varsity 
player, missed most of last 
season with tendonitis. It lim-
ited her ability to help a Mol-
loy team that was talented 
enough for a deep playoff run 
last season as well. In her fi-
nal game in Briarwood, Zeni 
worked her way in and out 
of jams to pitch the Stanners 
past St. Anthony’s 3-1 to se-
cure the school’s first crown 
since 2011. The last Molloy 
windmiller to win a state title 
game—Maria Palmeri—was 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Alexandra Yule on her way a CHSAA state semifinals win against St. Joseph by the Sea.  
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Metropolitan Campus shows off its first-place trophy and banner after winning the PSAL Class B boys' volleyball championship.  
Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Aces prove key to Molloy’s softball state crown

Metropolitan rallies to volleyball victory

Continued on Page 57

Continued on Page 57
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help Metropolitan wrap up the 
final set 25-20. 

It was another message 
from Shean that helped the 
Knights regain focus. 

“I told them when we were 
up big, ‘Hey listen, I see you 
think we got this and you are 
relaxing. But remember the 

other team thought they had 
the match just before and they 
relaxed, so play hard.’” 

The Knights overcame ad-
versity each time they faced 
it in the championship match. 
They did so by keeping their 
game simple and not over-
thinking things.

“Don’t think about it,” 
Vasquez said. “Play the game 
and it came naturally and we 
pulled through.”

also a four-year starter. 
“They are a huge asset to 

the team,” Durso said about 
Zeni and Yule. “Their pitch-
ing was phenomenal. Honest-
ly without them we wouldn’t 
be here.”

Molloy also used its bats to 
get to the state tournament. 
The team rallied to beat St. 
Francis Prep 7-6 in the regu-
lar-season tie-breaker game 
and rallied to beat Mary Louis 
in the diocesan semifinal 12-6. 
They knew they had to be good 
against two very good lineups, 
especially St. Anthony’s. Zeni 
and Yule did so by not putting 
too much pressure on them-

selves. 
“We were going to blow it 

by anyone,” Yule said. “We 
aren’t those type of pitchers, 
but we knew if we moved it in 
and out and played our game 
that we could do it.”

It was only fitting that Yule 
and Zeni, who meant so much 
to the program during their 
tenure, would shine in the big-
gest games of their careers. 
They were the unquestioned 
leaders of a junior-heavy club. 
Zeni and Yule kept their team-
mates in line and were admit-
tedly hard on them. In the end 
it paid off.

“We are captains and we 
push out teams really hard,” 
Zeni said. “It means a lot be-
cause it is out first time win-
ning the states.” 

lows (14-11). 
“We have had our bumps 

and bruises during the sea-
son, but it’s a resilient group,” 
Molloy coach Brad Lyons said. 
They just keep fighting and 
finding a way to get it done.”

The big inning started with 
a single by Thomas Manetta, a 
walk to Michael Cortez and an 
infield single from Matthew 
Lees. Kevin Linitz, Chris Ar-
mas and Hannon each deliv-
ered RBI singles to close the 
gap to 4-3. Turner, who hasn’t 
stopped hitting since being 
inserted into the starting line 
up in late April, provided the 
big blow. He blasted a two-run 
double to right center to put 
Molloy ahead for good at 5-4.

“I just waited back, two 
strikes and got it done,” Turn-
er said. 

The Stanners added an in-
surance run when Hannon 
stole home, taking advantage 
of the slow delivery of All Hal-
lows ace Jorge Meron. Lyons 
felt that run really took the air 
out of Gaels.

The frame was more than 
enough for Stanners reliever 
Frank Cerillo. The junior 
tossed 5 1/3 scoreless innings 
over the last two games. He 
allowed just two sixth-inning 

hits in four innings of work in 
Game 3. Cerillo came in with 
runners on first and third in 
the sixth inning of Game 2 and 
got out of the jam. 

“All I know is keep work-
ing hard. I know coach and ev-
eryone has my back,” Cerillo 
said. 

All Hallows cleanup hitter 
Juan Ramos put Molloy in a 
hole early. He had a two-RBI 
single in the opening inning 
and blasted a more than 350-
foot solo homer in the third 
to make it 4-0 against starter 
Ruben Jimenez. Armas later 
robbed him of a double thanks 
to a great running catch.

 Molloy didn’t let any of All 
Hallows early success faze it. 

“We always knew we could 
comeback,” Turner said. 

McClancy sweeps SFP
The Crusaders advanced 

to the CHSAA ‘AA’ baseball 
championship tournament 
with a 3-0 victory over St. 
Francis Prep in Game 2 of its 
best-of-three series. 

Charlie Neuweiler tossed 
a two-hit shutout and struck 
out seven. The sophomore 
pushed his record to 9-1 this 
season. Ryan Neuweiler, Char-
lie’s twin brother, drove in the 
game’s first run. 

McClancy took Game 1 by a 
score of 2-1 on a walk off single 
by Jorge Mercado.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

St. John’s calling card all 
season has been its ability to 
rally late. The Red Storm base-
ball team did it multiple times 
in the NCAA tournament. 
That included its final game—
before a second one-run loss 
ended its season.

“What was unique about 
this team was we were never 
out of it and we won a lot of 
games coming back late,” St. 
John’s coach Ed Blankmeyer 
said. 

Fourth-seeded St. John’s 
tried to do that again in its 
eventual 4-3 loss to No. 2 Arkan-
sas during the NCAA Regional 
Final in Stillwater, Okla. last 
Sunday. The Big East Champi-
ons trailed the Razorbacks 3-0 
after five innings, but rallied 
for two runs in the sixth and 
one in the seventh to tie the 
score at 3-3. 

Michael Donadio and Rob-
bie Knightes each drove in 
runs for the Red Storm. It was 
the third one-run game of the 
tournament for St. John’s. Ar-
kansas scored the winning 
run in the top of the ninth on 
Joe Serrano’s RBI ground out 
against SJU closer Thomas 
Hackimer.

“That’s the type of ball we 
play,” senior Zach Lauricella 
said. “We are always down to 
the wire and we are never out 
of it. This is probably the most 
resilient bunch of guys. We 
never quit.” 

SJU starting pitcher Alex 
Katz, a junior, allowed two 
runs in five innings of work. 
Robert Wayman, who batted 
.438 with five runs scored and 
two RBI, was named to the all-
tournament team along with 
Knightes and Matt Harris (five 
RBI)

St. John’s (41-16) reached 
the regional final by rally-

ing to beat host and top-seed 
Oklahoma State 2-1 in the 
loser’s bracket of the double-
elimination tournament ear-
lier in the day. Wayman had a 
game-tying, two-out run single 
in the bottom of the eighth and 
Donadio drove in the go head 
run with a single.

“Clutch, big time clutch,” 
Blankmeyer said of Wayman 
and Donadio. 

Chris Kalica allowed just 
one unearned run in a career-
high 7 1/3 innings of work in 
the best pitching performance 
in a weekend full of then for 
St. John’s. Hackimer picked 
up the win in relief. The Red 
Storm lost their opener 4-3 to 
Oklahoma State before beat-
ing No. 4 Oral Roberts 10-4 in 
an elimination game behind 
ace Ryan McCormack.

“It was nice to see a guy like 
Chris Kalica end his career 
with that type of effort,” Blank-
meyer said. “To see Alex Katz 
step up and rise to the occasion 
certainly makes me optimistic 
for next year.”

The coach and his play-
ers have plenty to feel good 
about from this year as well, 
including a conference title 
and 15-game winning streak 
heading into the NCAA tour-
nament. They just did things 
a little differently than other 
top clubs.

“A lot of times when you 
have a good ball club you are 
playing most of the time from 
in front,” Blankmeyer said. 
“But we played some games 
where we were down most of 
the game and came back and 
won it late.”
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St. John’s senior Robert Wayman batted .438 with five runs scored and 
two RBI in the NCAA tournament.  Photo courtesy of SJU 
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*ALL NEW*

EMPIRE
MEDICAL
S E R V I C E S

A Full Service Facility Under One Roof

V. Chakote, M.D.
Board Certifi ed In Internal Medicine

Jyoti Chakote, M.D.
Board Certifi ed In Internal Medicine

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS FOR WORKER’S COMPENSATION, 
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS AND INTERNAL MEDICINE

 Only $150
Come In For Your 

Flu VaccinePHYSICAL THERAPY
CARDIOLOGY

NURSE PRACTITIONER

PHYSICAL THERAPY

MEDICAL CENTER

Osteoporosis

Disorders

Vaccinations

PAIN MANAGEMENT 

REHABILITATION

DIAGNOSTIC CENTER

www.empiredoc.com


