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BY MADINA TOURE

Some buildings in the 
Pomonok Houses complex in 
Pomonok now have new secu-
rity cameras.

The new system, financed 
with capital funding allocated 
by the offices of state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) and As-
semblyman Michael Simanow-
itz (D-Flushing), includes 30 
exterior cameras across eight 
buildings at the complex, lo-
cated at 67-10 Parsons Blvd. 
Equipment that will handle 
additional cameras was also 
installed.

“If someone is attacked 
outside, they will catch them,” 
Stavisky said. “They’ll have 
footage of any incidents that 
occur.”

Roughly $6 million in ad-
ditional funding is needed to 
install exterior cameras, el-
evator cameras and interior 
cameras for the whole com-
plex, which has 35 buildings. 

The new cameras will only 
cover roughly 25 percent of the 
complex, Stavisky said.

“I hope that the housing 
authority will speed up the 
installation of additional cam-
eras and provide funding,” she 
said.

Stavisky, Simanowitz and 

BY TOM MOMBERG

The city’s Department of 
Education is currently install-
ing alarms on about 50 school 
doors a week with the goal of 
having 21,000 armed in more 
than 1,200 of its buildings by 
the end of the calendar year.  

The $5.55 million DOE se-
curity measures come as a 
result of a system-wide survey 
to evaluate the need for addi-
tional safety equipment like 
door alarms. 

That study, concluded in a 
formal report before the City 
Council, was the first annual 
report required by Avonte’s 
Law, or Local Law 36, that the 
Council passed in July 2014 in 
response to a student’s death.

The bill was introduced by 
Councilman Robert Cornegy 
(D-Brooklyn) after Avonte 
Oquendo, a 14-year-old boy 
with autism, was found dead 
on the College Point shore a 
couple of months after he ran 
out of an unguarded school 
door in Long Island City.

Cornegy and Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) held a press confer-
ence on the steps of City Hall 
last week to announce the 
details of the report, which 
identified a request for door 
alarms at about 97 percent of 
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The Bayside Hills Civic 
Association is preparing to 
unveil the newly refinished 
Bayside Hills Clock this Sun-
day at 5 p.m., and is inviting 
everyone in the community 
to participate.

The clock, which once 
served as an iconic symbol 
in Bay Terrace and Bayside 
Hills, was long in disre-
pair, until Jay Koellner and 
other BHCA board members 
spearheaded the restoration 
 project.

BHCA said it is expecting 

Borough President Melinda 
Katz and state Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic (D-Fresh 
Meadows) to be in attendance 
for the unveiling, which is 
scheduled to take place at the 
corner of Bell Boulevard Mall 
and 50th Avenue.The Bayside Hills Civic Association leads a restoration project of the 

Bayside Hills Clock.  Photo courtesy of BHCA

Daryll of St. Mary's "busts a move" with the wives of two Mets pitchers, Jacob deGrom's wife, 
Stacy deGrom (l) and Dillon Gee's wife, Kariann Gee (r).  The wives of six Mets pitchers hosted a 
prom at the hospital for special needs children in Bayside this week.  Photo by Tom Momberg

NYCHA gets 
new cameras 
for Pomonok 

Bayside Hills Clock unveils Sunday

Schools to get door alarms
Report mandated by Avonte’s Law gives boost to city DOE security

PROM DAY
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BY BILL PARRY

Patrick Lynch got four more 
years as leader of New York 
City’s largest police union. The 
combative leader of the Patrol-
men’s Benevolent Association 
was re-elected to a record fifth 
term by a landslide margin of 
70 percent in what officials are 
calling an “incredible show” 
of union solidarity.

The Bayside resident was 
first elected in 1999 and built a 
reputation as a fierce advocate 
for his union’s membership, 
which numbers over 24,000. 
Lynch fended off his first elec-
tion challenge in more than a 
decade and cruised to victory 
over challengers Brian Fusco 
and Ronald Wilson. “We are 
extremely gratified that our 
members have recognized the 
hard work and successes that 
Team Lynch has achieved on 
their behalf,” Lynch said. “A 
single tenet has and will con-
tinue to guide us as we look 
to the future: do what’s in the 
best interest of our members. 
These results give our team 

a mandate to continue that 
work. Serving as a New York 
City police officer is a noble 
profession and we are honored 
and privileged to represent 
these courageous men and 
women.”

Police officers cast their 
ballots during a two-week pe-
riod and the results were an-
nounced last Friday. Fusco, 
a 27-year NYPD veteran and 
Lynch’s staunchest foe, con-
ceded Friday afternoon. “The 
members have spoken,” he 
said, “and we respect their de-
cision.”

Lynch became a national 
figure during a very public 
battle with Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio last winter, after a grand 
jury failed to indict an officer 
in the chokehold death of Eric 
Garner. The tension worsened 
following the assassinations 
of police officers Rafael Ra-
mos and Wenjian Liu weeks 
later, when Lynch declared 
that de Blasio had “blood on 
his hands,” suggesting he had 
given anti-police protests too 
much leeway.

During the Ramos funeral 
at Christ Tabernacle Church 
in Glendale, a majority of the 
estimated 20,000 cops turned 
their back while the Mayor eu-
logized their slain colleague.

Observers say that those 
tensions have cooled since the 
murder of NYPD Officer Bri-
an Moore in Queens Village 
in May. The Mayor’s office 
took the high road following 
Lynch’s victory.

“We congratulate Mr. 
Lynch on his reelection, and 
look forward to working to-
gether to keep New York the 
safest big city in America, 
protect and support our police 
officers, and bring police and 
community closer together,” 
spokeswoman Amy Spilatnick 
said.

The PBA remains the lone 
police union without a con-
tract. The contract is cur-
rently in arbitration. “The 
election’s over and he’s back 
to work,” PBA spokesman Al 
O’Leary said.

BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
has unveiled upgrades on 
Utopia Parkway and 65th Av-
enue in Fresh Meadows that 
were made to help mitigate 
long-standing flooding prob-
lems in the area. 

The DEP sealed the man-
hole cover in the middle of 
Utopia Parkway and 65th 
Avenue, which it determined 
was the primary source of 
water coming into the street.

The agency also installed 
duckbill check valves in the 
catch basins, which would 
ensure that the basins are 
functioning properly and are 
able to discharge water into 
the sewer system. 

The DEP expects the two 
upgrades to reduce flooding 
by about 65 percent in the 
area, Lancman said. 

“It’s not an ultimate, com-
plete, 100 percent solution,” 
Lancman said in an interview 
with TimesLedger. “There’s 
no one thing that the city can 
do to prevent flooding, but 
this should reduce flooding 
significantly.” 

Eric Landau, the DEP’s as-
sociate commissioner of pub-
lic affairs, said the initiatives 
have already helped address 
flooding in the area.

“These improvements rep-

resent a great collaboration 
between DEP engineers and 
members of the community,” 
Associate Commissioner Eric 
Landau said in a statement. 
“And this week’s heavy rains 
demonstrated that the infra-
structure upgrades DEP re-
cently completely worked and 
helped prevent flooding.” 

Utopia Parkway had floods 
in 2007, 2008 and 2010. In De-
cember, the DEP said it was 
considering raising manhole 
covers and installing bio-
swales to address flooding in 
the area. 

DEP Commissioner Em-
ily Lloyd is now required 
to ensure that catch basins 
are inspected at least once a 
year. The law, introduced by 
Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D-Flatbush) and co-
sponsored by Lancman, will 
go into effect July 1, 2016. 

It also requires basins 
to be unclogged or repaired 
nine days after an inspection 
or the receipt of a complaint 
about a clogged or malfunc-
tioning basin. 

Lancman, the Fresh 
Meadows Homeowners Civic 
Association and the DEP will 
be hosting a town hall regard-
ing solutions to the flooding 
problems in Utopia Parkway 
June 24 at 7 p.m. at 64-14 Uto-
pia Parkway.

Councilman Lancman and the DEP present improvements at Utopia 
Parkway to reduce flooding. Photo courtesy Rory Lancman

Patrick Lynch wins re-election as president of the 24,000-member Police Benevolent Association in the recent 
election. Photo by Matthew McDermott

Utopia Parkway area
gets fl ooding upgrade

PBA re-elects Lynch
Bayside resident grabs a record 5th term in landslide
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The former Deepdale Pool Club is 
now open for the season as the Tanen-
baum Family Pool of the Samuel Field 
Y in Little Neck. 

Summer was officially kicked off for 
some poolside fun when the Y hosted a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony last Thurs-
day to announce the $850,000 in reno-
vations and upgrades meant to keep 
the popular northeast Queens facility 
from leaving the community.

The Deepdale Pool was a commu-
nity pool that was not raising the rev-
enue needed to maintain its facilities, 
but the Samuel Field Y stepped in after 
last summer to help get it out of its fi-
nancial rut.

Because it has always been heav-
ily used by the Little Neck community 
and beyond, the Tanenbaum family 
contributed $400,000 to help restore the 
pool to its original glory. 

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
allocated a $200,000 state appropria-
tions grant to update the pool to regu-
latory standards. And state Assembly-
man Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) also 
managed to allocate $250,000 of state 
money to make the facilities more 

handicapped accessible and renovate 
the second-floor pool equipment stor-
age room into two unisex bathrooms, 
construction on which is supposed to 
begin next spring.

“This process of the Tanenbaum 
Family Pool is the best in community 
partnerships,” said Samuel Field Ex-
ecutive Vice President and CEO Jeri 
Mendelsohn. “It is the partnership of a 
loyal and dedicated family… our dedi-

cated public servants and community 
members.”

The Samuel Field Y has roots to 
1955, and since it was founded in Little 
Neck, Joe Tanenbaum stood by the 
center to help it grow and serve differ-
ent populations in the area.

His son, Richard Tanenbaum, also 
on the Sammy Field Y’s board of direc-
tors, reminisced on the importance of 
that community service. 

“There wasn’t a year or a meeting 
that went by that my father didn’t say 
when this pool comes available, we 
need to be involved,” he said. “I want 
to personally thank both my parents 
for the amazing gift they have given 
the Y.”

Mendelsohn continued on that note, 
and thanked the Tanenbaums, Avella 
and Braunstein for keeping Little 
Neck’s swimming hole alive and well.

“Joe showed us how important 
philanthropy and community service 
is to his family, and each person in 
the Tanenbaum family takes that to 
heart,” she said. “So, from the time 
that at least Richard was 16 years old 
and started working in the programs, I 
ask every summer, who (in the family) 
is going to come work for me.”

The pool is now staffed by the Sam-
uel Field Y, and has been open for pub-
lic use since May 23. Visit the pool at 
58-25 Little Neck Parkway, or online at 
www.sfy.org/tanenbaumpool for cur-
rent hours, programs and concessions.

Reach reporter Tom Momberg by e-
mail at tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

The Tanenbaum Family Pool at the Sammy Field Y in Little Neck is now open for the sea-
son. Photo by Tom Momberg

Tanenbaum family, state save Deepdale Pool
Samuel Field Y opens Little Neck swimming spot for season with ribbon-cutting ceremony
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BY MADINA TOURE

Queens activists and law-
makers are divided over a bill 
from  City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
that would institute term lim-
its for community boards. 

The bill, introduced in 
December, states that start-
ing April 1, 2016, community 
board members cannot serve 
more than six consecutive two-
year terms. The bill would not 
apply to current board mem-
bers. Members are currently 
appointed by the borough 
presidents and City Council 
members .

There was a joint hearing 
for the bill by the governmen-
tal operations and general wel-
fare committees May 11.

The bill has been heard and 
is under consideration to be 
heard by the full Council,  ac-
cording to a spokeswoman for 
City Councilman Ben Kallos 
(D-Manhattan), chairman of 
the governmental operations 
committee. 

Supporters of the bill say 
term limits would help make 
community boards more rep-
resentative of their communi-
ties and prevent a few people 
from dominating the boards. 

“I feel that communities 
change and I feel that com-
munity boards need to reflect 
the changes in communities,” 

Dromm said.
City Councilwoman Julissa 

Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst), 
one of the bill’s co-sponsors, 
agreed.

“I sponsored Council mem-
ber Dromm’s legislation to 
limit the term of community 
board members to protect our 

democracy,” Ferreras said in 
a statement. “Many elected of-
ficials are term limited for the 
same reason. As communities 
evolve, so should their repre-
sentatives.” 

 Opponents of the bill feel 
that term limits would take 
experienced members off the 
boards. They argue that in-
competent members could eas-
ily be removed. 

Chuck Apelian, CB 7’s 
first vice chairman; Warren 
Schreiber, third vice chair-
man; and board member Phil 
Konigsberg testified against 
the bill  on behalf of CB 7 and 
other community boards at an 
April 30 hearing of the City 
Council’s governmental opera-
tions committee.

“All of the experts are get-
ting paid to tell us we’re doing 
it the wrong way and yet all 
the guys that are working hard 
are the ones that are here  say-
ing, ‘Hey, we love our commu-
nities and we want to protect 
our communities and there’s 
no reason to make term lim-
its,” Apelian said during the 
monthly CB 7 meeting in May. 

Schreiber targeted Paul 
Steely White, executive direc-
tor of Transportation Alterna-
tives, a safe streets advocacy 
group. He said the group sup-
ports the bill because commu-
nity boards routinely reject 

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

The political landscape in 
Queens continues to shift after 
Councilman Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens) announced 
he would be stepping down 
to join Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
staff. Council members in the 
borough unanimously elected 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) to replace Weprin as the 
chairman of the Queens del-
egation. 

“I will do my utmost to 
maximize the effectiveness of 
my fellow Queens legislators 
in advocating for the interests 
of Queens,” she said. “I am 
both humbled and gratified by 
the confidence that they have 
placed in me today.” 

While the position is most-
ly symbolic and ceremonial, it 

has a larger role in the budget 
negotiation process, when the 
city and state go back and forth 
over how to spend money. 

The vote took placen June 
4, ahead of Weprin’s move to 
Albany. He announced that his 
last day in the council would 

be June 15, after accepting the 
administrative position with 
Cuomo. While Weprin’s posi-
tion as head of the Queens del-
egation was quickly taken by 
Koslowitz, the vacant council 
seat—representing Oakland 
Gardens and surrounding ar-
eas—won’t be filled until after 
elections in September. 

“Karen has the experience, 
stature and moxie to be a great 
delegation chair, and to make 
sure Queens gets its fair share 
of resources and input into the 
issues facing our borough,” 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
said. 

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

BY TOM MOMBERG

The state Senate unani-
mously passed, minus one 
abstention, state Sen. Tony 
Avella’s (D-Bayside) bill that 
would require the State Li-
quor Authority to notify com-
munity boards when local 
businesses submit special 
liquor license permit applica-
tions.

The bill specifically ap-
plies to special permits that 
would allow an establish-
ment to sell alcohol outside of 
normal weekday hours, usu-
ally for New Year’s Eve and 
other holidays. 

The bill was also intro-
duced to the state Assembly 
last week by Assemblywom-
an Nily Rozic (D-Flushing).

“Oftentimes when these 
special permits are issued, 
the community does not find 
out the applications were 
even submitted until it is too 
late,” Avella said in a state-
ment. “By then, the State Li-
quor Authority has already 
given approval without the 
community having any op-
portunity to provide input. 
This bill will ensure that no 
longer happens.”

The SLA is currently only 
required to give notice to lo-
cal police departments when 
it obtains an application for 
a permit, so the bill was de-
signed to restore input to 
community boards, which 
can review applications 
based on the character of 
their neighborhoods.

Susan Seinfeld, district 
manager for Queens Com-
munity Board 11, said issues 
with special liquor permits 
have not come up much 

in the neighborhoods she 
serves, but that it has been a 
long-standing issue for other 
community boards around 
the borough, most notably for 
New Year’s Eve.

Queens Community Board 
2, which serves the commu-
nities of Long Island City, 
Sunnyside, Woodside and 
Maspeth, protested against 
the policies in 2012, for which 
CB11 issued a letter of sup-
port. Community boards 4, 
6, 8 and 10 also wrote to SLA 
asking for a similar change 

in policy.
“We always collaborate 

with the police department 
on permit renewals, but we 
would have no say or notifi-
cation on special permits,” 
Seinfeld said. “CB11 would 
welcome legislation to ensure 
said notification be given to 
community boards.”

If it becomes law, S.1130A 
would provide communities 
the opportunity to comment 
on special permits with their 
community board, like most 
other local issues.

KAREN KOSLOWITZ

The State Liquor Authority may have to notify community boards 
when it recieves applications for special liquor permits, such as those 
required for extended hours on New Years Eve, pending legislation. 

Council member Daniel Dromm, 
shown here at a City Council 
hearing, is the sponsor of a bill 
to limit the terms for commu-
nity board members.  

Photo by William Alatriste/NYC Council

Bill to change special 
liquor permit process

Koslowitz to lead delegation

Term limits explored
Pol proposes capping tenures of community board members

We always 
collaborate with the 

police department on 
permit renewals, but 
we would have  no 

say or notifi cation on 
special permits.

Susan Seinfeld

Continued on Page 49
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

CUNY York College an-
nounced June 4 that its an-
nual Foundation Merit Schol-
arship Benefit Dinner raised 
more than $250,000 for York 
College student scholarships, 

York College said that it 
was a record performance 
for an event that featured 
more than 300 attendees and 
keynote addresses by a dis-
tinguished cast of New York 
philanthropists and commu-
nity leaders.

The event was emceed by 
NY1 television anchor Errol 
Louis and honorees included 
The Mattone Group; Obie 
Award-winning playwright, 
poet, novelist and essayist 
Ntozake Shange; and former 
New York Dormitory Author-
ity President and CEO Paul 
Williams. 

Former New York Gov-
ernor David Paterson, Tony 
Award-winning dancer and 
choreographer George Fai-
son and CUNY trustee Phil-
lip Berry also gave remarks. 

“We are thrilled with the 
outstanding support we re-
ceived from our many friends 
in the community,” said York 
College President Marcia 
Keizs. “The money raised 
will go to those who deserve 
it most—our hard-working 
merit scholars. Thank you to 
all who attended the benefit 
and donated to this worthy 
cause.”

York College Foundation 
Scholarships are based upon 
need for York’s entering and 
currently enrolled students. 
The funds go toward stu-
dent’s tuition, fees, books and 
other school expenses.  

BY SHANNA FULD 

Nearly 1600 graduates, in 
addition to faculty, friends and 
family, filled the Theater at 
Madison Square Garden June 
4 for the LaGuardia Commu-
nity College commencement. 
The President of the college, 
Gail Mellow said she apolo-
gized for the lack of seats, but 
she was not sorry that there 
were 400 more graduates this 
year. Everyone cheered. 

“We are here! Congrats 
Class of 2015,” class represen-
tative Edemir Castaño said.  
Castaño will be continuing 
his college education at Brown 
University this fall. Often 
times, the student speaker 
at graduation ceremonies is 
the valedictorian, or the stu-
dent with the highest GPA. 
LaGuardia, however, prefers 
to select the student that will 

best represent the class at 
graduation; this year it was 
Castaño. His grandmother 
was so proud, she could barely 
speak through her tears.

In his speech, Castaño talk-

ed about his experiences prior 
to enrolling at LaGuardia. He 
said he was depressed, broken 
down, defeated and couldn’t 
find people to engage in intel-

BY TOM MOMBERG

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced on Monday that every 
one of the nearly 70,000 appli-
cants in the first round of the 
city’s full-day pre-kindergar-
ten application period would 
receive an offer letter for a fall 
seat by the end of the week, 
and most in Queens would get 
into one of the schools of their 
choice.

The mayor touted that 
57,000 four-year-olds citywide 
would receive offer letters 
from one of their top three 
school choices. Out of the 
20,511 pre-K applicants from 
Queens, the Mayor’s office 
said 16,359 would be offered 
seats from one of the top three 
choices they listed on their ap-
plications.

While 80 percent of pre-K 
applicants from Queens were 
awarded one of their top picks 
for schools, there had been 
concerns in some overcrowded 
borough school districts that 
there would not be enough 
seats to meet the demand. But 
the mayor’s office has been 
looking feverishly for new 

classroom space. 
Families were given the 

option to list and rank 12 dif-
ferent school choices on their 
pre-K applications, at either 
district schools or the city’s 

Early Education Centers. By 
the end of the week, each fam-
ily that applied should have re-
ceived a single offer letter. 

The mayor said students 
would be waitlisted at every 

school or EEC that was ranked 
higher on the application than 
the one to which they were of-
fered a seat.

“We want parents to know 
there are more opportunities 

ahead,” de Blasio said. “We 
have thousands more seats 
coming online in the weeks 
ahead and another round of 
applications right around the 
corner. We will work with ev-
ery parent one-on-one to find 
the right program for their 
child.”

The city said it already 
added 1,700 new seats since the 
first application period closed, 
and expects to roll out thou-
sands more in areas where 
they are most needed.

The second application pe-
riod begins June 22. Families 
that already received a pre-K 
offer are permitted to submit 
another application without 
forfeiting their original offer, 
and those students would re-
main waitlisted at their top-
choice schools.

Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), chair of 
the Council Committee on Ed-
ucation, said he applauded the 
mayor and schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña for maintain-
ing their promise to have a 
pre-K seat for every child who 
wants one.

Two LaGuardia graduates embrace in celebration of their degrees
in Madison Square Garden. Photo courtesy of LaGuardia Community College

In Queens, 80 percent of parents got a top pick for Pre-K schools for fall. Mayor de Blasio, shown 
here at P.S. 239 in Queens, has made Universal Pre-K a major component of his educational plans.  

Queens kids get top pre-K picks
City continues to add seats to accommodate next round of applications starting June 22

LaGuardia grads make plans 
for next collegiate milestones

York Foundation 
raises over $250K 

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-Hollis) 
has introduced a bill that would make 
Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, a 
statewide public school holiday.

Community activists, religious 
organizations, local politicians and 
Assembly and City Council candi-
dates spoke in support of the holiday 
at a news conference at Shri Surya 
Narayan Mandir at 92-17 172nd St. in 
Jamaica.

“It’s only good that a culture’s ma-
jor holiday is celebrated and respected 
by the city and the state, so we are ask-
ing for the state to recognize Diwali as 
a major holiday,” Comrie said during 
the news conference. “Many assembly 
people and state senators have already 
signed on or are planning to sign on to 
this bill.”

Assemblyman Mike Miller (D-
Woodhaven) is the bill’s prime spon-
sor in the Assembly. 

“The South Asian community is 
one of the most vibrant emerging com-
munities and it is a privilege to be able 
to collaborate with them on this,” Mill-
er said in a statement. 

This year, Diwali will occur Nov. 11, 
which is also Veterans Day.  There are 
about 207,414 city residents who identi-
fy themselves as Asian Indian, accord-

ing to the 2010 U.S. Census. 
“We think it’s finally time for the 

Hindus to be recognized,” said Ram 
Hardowar, priest and head of Shri 
Surya Narayan Mandir. 

The bill comes on the heels of a 

growing movement to get the city to 
recognize Diwali. 

In April, Pradip Das, director of the 
Jamaica chapter of the American Hin-
du Council, kicked off the New York 
City School Hindu Holiday Campaign 

calling on the city Department of Ed-
ucation to recognize Diwali and two 
other Hindu religious holidays. 

In February, City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) intro-
duced a resolution urging the DOE 
to approve a proposal to make Diwali 
a school holiday and wrote a letter to 
DOE Chancellor Carmen Fariña. 

Community activist Mohamed 
Hack, president of the Interfaith Coun-
cil for Community Development, said 
all religions should be given equal 
weight.

“We cannot offer to some faiths and 
neglect the others,” Hack said. 

Alicia Hyndman, who is running 
for the Assembly seat in District 29, 
said the holiday would further unite 
the diverse communities in southeast 
Queens.

“It’s only fair that we recognize the 
faiths that bring us together,” Hynd-
man said. 

Former Flushing Assemblyman 
Barry Grodenchik, a candidate for 
City Council in District 23, said he 
hopes the state will pass the bill.

“Queens has a very, very rich his-
tory of tolerance,” Grodenchik said.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Datie Sukha (c), a Guyana native who lives in Howard Beach, (with State Sen. Leroy 
Comrie) speaks at a news conference on the future of the Diwali celebration.  

Photo by Madina Toure

Formal state Diwali holiday considered 

Invest in Something  
 That Matters to You
New York State Dormitory bonds not only let you earn money tax free, they let you 
invest in something close to home. That means you can watch civic progress and 
still enjoy a quality bond.
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Do you have a child or 
grandchild approaching the 
age of Bar or Bat Mitzvah?

But:

The Whitestone Hebrew Centre’s new program is the solution

Your child or grandchild:

The Whitestone Hebrew Centre will work with your family 
to make your lifecycle event a warm and meaningful experience.

Unlike most other religious institutions in this area, we are Egalitarian.
Girls are allowed to fully participate, same as boys!

Please call 718 208-5059
or visit our website www.whitestonehebrewcenter.org

for more information

Whitestone Hebrew Centre
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Greetings From

SUMMER CAMP

Samuel Field Y Day Camp
www.sfysummercamps.org
718.225.6750 x261 or x264

I     SFY DAY CAMP
 Low Camper / Staff Ratios
 Customizable Session Options
 Camps for Children with Special 
Needs 

 Elective Programming 

 Extended Hours (AM/PM) 
 Transportation Options 
 Indoor & Outdoor Programs 
 Exciting Trips & Travel Options
 1199, ACD, & HRA Accepted

Our Teen 

Camp girls 

always stop to 

smile for a pic 

on the road.

The members of the Junior 

Camp Art Elective show off 

their gorgeous creations.

Sports Camp shows us the meaning of 
teamwork.

Sign Up 

NOW

LIMITED TIME ONLY

For 

Discounted Pricing
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Tricia Campo, 
Early Childhood 

Director      

718.225.6750 x246      

TCampo@sfy.org

CUSTOMIZE YOUR CAMP!
Call now for more information about creating a 

customizable camp session, and scheduling a private tour of 
our beautiful campgrounds.



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 12–18, 2015 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

BY MADINA TOURE
 
The first-ever Global Fam-

ily Reunion, operating under 
the notion that all individu-
als are cousins, explored the 
science and history of human 
families at the site of the 1964 
New York World’s Fair in Co-
rona last weekend.

More than 3,700 individu-
als participated in the re-
union, held at the museum 
at 47-01 111th St. in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park June 
6, featured talks from gene-
alogists, scientists and enter-
tainers covering everything 
about families, including 
personal stories, ancestry 
and DNA.

Several thousand more 
individuals participated in 
more than 40 simultaneous 
parties worldwide. 

The reunion also includ-
ed comedy, games, exhibits, 
music and genealogy booths. 
Performers included Tuelo & 
Her Cousins and Sister Sledge 
singing “We Are Family.” 

Speakers included Mor-
gan Spurlock, director of the 
“Supersize Me” documen-
tary and D. Joshua Taylor, 
genealogist and president of 
the Federation of Genealogi-
cal Societies. There were also 
video presentations by actor 
Daniel Radcliffe, former U.S. 
President George H.W. Bush 
and comedian Nick Kroll. 

Proceeds from the event 
will go toward research, 
training and education for 
Alzheimer’s disease. The 
Global Family Reunion is 
partnering with the Cure Al-
zheimer’s Fund and the New 

York chapter of the Alzheim-
er’s Association. 

About 47 million people 
worldwide live with Alzheim-
er’s disease or dementia and 
that number is expected to 
rise to 76 million by 2030, ac-
cording to Julie Jacobs, wife 
of author A.J. Jacobs, the 
founder of the Global Family 
Reunion.

“We cannot have that hap-
pen to our family tree,” Julie 
said. 

Recordsetter.com said the 
Global Family Reunion is 
the Biggest Worldwide Fam-
ily Reunion and that it set a 
record for biggest family hug 
and most people singing “We 
Are Family” at a family re-
union. 

Chicago resident Geneva 
Norman, 67, whose big family 
has been meeting in Ohio for 
95 years, is related to Ronald 
Bell of Kool and the Gang, 
actress and singer Dorothy 
Dandridge, baseball player 
Jackie Robinson and singer 
John Legend. 

She recently discovered 
that she has Finnish and 
Cameroonian roots. 

“This just appealed to 
me automatically,” Norman 
said. 

Jamaica resident Natasha 
Rupan, a member of the Hall 
of Science who attended the 
reunion with her daughter, 
said she appreciated the re-
union’s emphasis on all indi-
viduals being related.

“The fact that we all come 
together and understand that 
we’re all the same,” Rupan 
said. 

BY MADINA TOURE

Around 50,000 Queens 
residents, politicians and com-
munity and advocacy groups 
throughout the city marched 
in the 23rd annual Queens 
Pride Parade in Jackson 
Heights Sunday. 

This year’s theme was 
“PRIDE - STRENGTH - UNI-
TY.” The parade—the city’s 
second largest Pride celebra-
tion—ran along 37th Avenue 
from 89th to 75th Streets. 

The Queens Pride Festi-
val, which featured vendors 
and food as well as informa-
tive business, community and 
social-group booths, was held 
on 75th Street and 37th Road. 
Queens Pride, the parade and 
festival organizer, and Club 
Evolution provided entertain-
ment. 

Multi-platinum recording 
artist CeCe Peniston was the 
headline performer. 

Queens Pride Parade found-
er City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), 
an Irish-American gay man, 
was a prominent marcher. The 
Irish population recently voted 
in favor of legalizing same-sex 
marriage in the country. 

“Happy Pride, everybody!” 
Dromm shouted as he walked 
the parade route. 

The parade’s grand mar-

shals were Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, the first mayor to have the 
role, and Apicha Community 
Health Center staff members. 

De Blasio honored Julio 
Rivera, a gay man stabbed to 
death in Jackson Heights in 
1990, and praised the capping 
of rents for low-income people 
with HIV and AIDS. 

“We will not stand in this 
city for anyone who would 
harm our brothers and sisters 
in the LGBT community,” de 
Blasio said before the crowd. 

U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer 
(D-NY) said the parade sym-
bolizes the unity of the bor-
ough. 

“Queens is a borough where 
everyone comes together, 
works hard and lives together 
well,” Schumer said.

City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito, City 
Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst) and 
City Councilman Jimmy van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) also 
marched. 

Parade participants in-
cluded the Staten Island LGBT 
Center, Community Board 3, 
Out Rockaway, gay bar Tempo 
Libero, Front Runners New 
York, Queens Pride House, 
Make the Road New York, 
Queens Pride Lions Club and 
Tarab NYC. 

Tom O’Rourke, a member-

at-large of Queens Pride, said 
the parade had a record turn-
out. 

“We feel very united today: 
gay, straight, lesbian, trans-
gender, queer folk,” O’Rourke 
said.

John Nagel, director of the 
Queens Center for Gay Se-
niors, said older LGBT adults 
are becoming more open. 

“We love how we have 
marched with over 33 LGBT 
adults today and we’re really 
proud of that, given that we 
originally started with four 
people marching,” Nagel said.

Jamie Farnam, a member-
at-large of the board of direc-
tors of Brooklyn Pride, Queens 
Pride’s sister organization, 
commended the parade. 

“This is an amazingly di-
verse crowd and everybody’s 
just stopped by and said hello,” 
Farnam said. 

Melissa Vaughan, 21, a 
member of the AIDS Center of 
Queens County, appreciated 
the parade’s diversity. 

“I love people,” Vaughan 
said. “I like to see different 
people.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Singing group Sister Sledge close the day-long Global Family Reunion 
at the New York Hall of Science with (what else?) their greatest hit, 
"We Are Family." Photo by Julie Weissman

The theme of this year's Pride Parade in Jackson Heights was written large across the festival stage.  
Photo by Julie Weissman

Boro honors gay pride
Annual parade celebrates 23 years of existence 

Global family reunion   
launches in Corona 

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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POLICE 

Blotter
DOUGLASTON—Officers of the New 
York Department of Environmental 
Conservation were deployed to Little 
Neck Bay on the evening of May 30. 
Their investigation led to one arrest 
for harvesting shellfish in uncerti-
fied waters.

The Economic Conservation Offi-
cers seized harvesting tools, buckets 
and bags, as well as six bushels con-
taining about 1,100 oysters that were 
eventually returned to the bay, the 
DEC said.

Officers charged one male suspect 
with misdemeanor illegal commer-
cialization and placing rakes in un-
certified waters, as well as harvest-
ing shellfish in uncertified waters, 
according to the department’s office 
of media relations. The office would 
not release the offender’s name.

KEW GARDENS—A male suspect 
is accused of stealing state-issued ve-
hicle inspection stickers from a used 
car dealership in Kew Gardens, police 
said. 

The suspect entered the Four Sea-
son Used Cars Incorporated at 131-17 
Hillside Ave. May 30 and allegedly 
removed approximately 70 New York 
State Inspection stickers from an un-
locked cabinet in the office, according 
to police. 

The suspect then fled to parts un-
known. Police describe the suspect as a 
black male, wearing a light-colored col-
lared shirt, black cap and blue jeans.

Anyone with information in regard 
to this incident is asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477).  The 
public can also submit their tips by log-
ging onto the Crime Stoppers website 
at WWW.NYPDCRIMESTOPPERS.
COM or by texting their tips to 274637 
(CRIMES) then enter TIP577.

JAMAICA—It took ten years and an 
extradition, but authorities in New 
York City have caught the suspect of a 
murder that took place a decade ago in 
Queens, according to authorities.

The Queens District Attorney ex-
tradited a 35-year-old man from San 
Anotnio, Texas, charging him for stab-
bing his godfather in his face, neck and 
torso in April 2005 during a robbery in 
Jamaica. 

“The defendant has been on the 
run for ten years, but he could not 
hide from justice forever,” said Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown. 

“The accused—the godson of the el-
derly man—allegedly took a knife and 
stabbed the victim multiple times as he 
tried to rob him of his valuables. The 
defendant now faces spending the rest 
of his life locked behind bars.”

Jamal Darrow, who is now 35, goes 
to court on July 17 to face one count of 
first-degree murder and two counts of 
second-degree murder. He faces life in 
prison without bail. 

Charles Boyd was Darrow’s godfa-
ther and he was killed at his home on 
116th Avenue. 

State DEC makes one arrest for illegal 
shellfishing in Little Neck Bay.  

Photo by Michael Shain

NYPD brings in a new lead on an old case

Suspect stole NYS vehicle inspection stickers

Arrest made for shellfishing in Douglaston 

AND SO WILL 
YOUR POCKETS 
�s a community credit union� �e�re ab�e to return our �ro�ts to our  
account 	o�ders� so you get better rates� 	ig	er returns and more bene�ts.  

t�s mutua��y bene�cia� banking at its best. 
� Online Banking 
� Home Loans                   
� Personal Loans             
� Vehicle Loans  

� Savings Accounts
� Free Checking
�  30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs  
� Low-Rate Credit Cards                      

OUR COMMUNITY 
TIES RUN DEEP…

Discover community banking 
at QsideFCU.org.

Fedeerally Insured by NCUA 

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 

(CRIMES)and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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New York Eye and Ear Infi rmary 
of Mount Sinai is now in 

Bayside
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of 

Mount Sinai, nationally recognized for 

specialist eye, ear, nose and throat care, 

is now providing the highest quality 

ophthalmologic and ear, nose and throat 

services at its new Bayside location:

45-64 Francis Lewis Boulevard
Bayside, NY 11361

Eye
General Eye Care

Diseases of the Retina

Cornea and External

Disease

Cataract Surgery

LASIK Consult

Uveitis

Learn more about New York Eye and Ear Infi rmary 

of Mount Sinai at www.nyee.edu

Ear-Nose-Throat (ENT)

Adult and Pediatric ENT

Thyroid and Parathyroid 

Conditions

Hearing and Balance Conditions

Audiology Testing

Sinus Conditions and

Balloon Sinuplasty

Our Services:

For an appointment please call: 
718-225-6100
www.nyee.edu/bayside

Do You Suffer from Dry Age-Related
Macular Degeneration (AMD)?

At Long Island Vitreoretinal Consultants (LIVR),  
we are enrolling candidates in a  

Clinical Study evaluating an investigational drug for 
geographic atrophy associated with dry age-related 

macular degeneration (AMD).

If you are at least 50 years old and  
have been diagnosed with dry AMD,  

you may be eligible to participate. 

Qualified participants may be reimbursed for the 
cost of food and travel and receive related medical 

examinations and study medication at no cost.

For more information or to find out if you are eligible,
please call 516 466 0390 x 222 or  

email research.livr@gmail.com

All calls will be considered confidential.

1504 OLD COUNTRY ROAD, WESTBURY, NY 11590 
Next to P.F. Chang’s, east end of The Mall at The Source

FortunoffJewelry.com | 800.636.7886
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

The New York City Board of 
Standards and Appeals (BSA) 
has a final say on land use issues 
throughout the five boroughs. 
They wield a lot of power over our 
communities. Too much power 
in my opinion. The BSA needs to 
be accountable to the taxpayers. 
The City Council should have the 
power to review BSA decisions 
and overturn those that harm our 
neighborhoods. Conditions adopt-
ed into BSA decisions have to be 
monitored by the Department of 
Buildings. From what I have seen, 
the DOB is highly ineffective.

In my neighborhood of Bay-
side Clear Spring, we have far too 
many auto related businesses that 
show no respect for their neigh-
bors. Star Nissan parks more 
cars than permitted on their back 

lot. Despite repeated complaints, 
the Department of Buildings has 
failed to resolve the problem.

Helms Brothers built an ex-
tension of their building into the 
residential area through various 
loopholes, in coordination with 
the BSA and other city agencies. 
Did anyone in city government 
think of the residents?

The Getty gas station on North-
ern Boulevard near 204th Street 
neglected to renew their variance 
for years some time back. A letter 
was written to BSA about this by 
a civic association. The BSA’s ex-
ecutive director at the time wrote 
a letter to Getty giving them sixty 
days to renew or they would have 
to undergo the variance proce-
dure all over again under the cur-
rent zoning resolution. The sixty 

days passed without renewal. 
When Getty sought to renew, the 
BSA went back on their word and 
allowed Getty to get their vari-
ance renewal.

Why does my community have 
such an overabundance of auto 
related businesses? One does not 
see this degree of infiltration in 
adjacent areas. Does the city al-
low this because of the ethnicity 
of the people who live in my com-
munity? What else can one think 
but that African American neigh-
borhoods are targeted for the 
least desirable businesses?

My people will not accept this 
treatment. We demand fairness 
and justice.

Mandingo Osceola Tshaka
Bayside
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Apparently the report of the printed word’s death 
was an exaggeration.

Pundits love to remind their audiences that no-
body under 40 picks up a daily paper. 

Or, as some Generation Y members have said, if 
the news is important enough, it will find them. Pre-
sumably via Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and the 
seemingly endless array of social media sites. 

These millennials—those individuals born after 
Ronald Reagan was sworn in as the 40th president— 
rarely read a printed book, opting instead to peruse 
the latest best-sellers on their devices.

So it may come as a surprise to some that the re-
cent announcement about closing Austin Street’s 
Barnes & Noble store has mobilized book lovers well 
beyond Forest Hills. 

Within days, a petition to keep the site open past 
the January 2016 deadline, addressed to the booksell-
er’s landlord, Muss Development, hit the Internet. 

So far, about 5,300 people have electronically 
signed on to support the store. 

The petition includes such lines as, “multi-gener-
ational patrons have the opportunity to explore vari-
ous genres under one roof, feel as if they are travel-
ing around the world and through time, and interact 
with the physical nature of books.”

OK, maybe it’s a tad bit over-the-top in the purple 
prose department.But it points out how important a 
brick-and-mortar location—even a big, bad national 
chain—remains in today’s mobile landscape. 

Barnes & Noble, The Strand, Shakespeare & Co. et 
al represent so much more than a place to pick up the 
latest James Patterson or Janet Evanovich novel. 

A real, honest-to-God bookstore stands in for the 
village square in 21st century America. 

Yes, the Internet offers ample opportunities to ex-
change ideas—albeit mostly anonymous name call-
ing—but a bookstore enables face-to-face interaction 
with other readers, authors and the written word. 

Storytimes for families and young children still 
bring new readers into the fold. These are just like 
the wonderful programs offered at Queens Library 
branches throughout the borough. But libraries 
—funded by the government—are limited to how 
many of these they can schedule.

Barnes & Noble patrons also have the chance to 
meet and discuss works with the authors at book 
signings scheduled throughout the year.

Book events also allow individuals to interact 
with others who share their tastes in literature. 

In that way, the shop becomes more than a place 
to buy things. It becomes a spot where communities 
gather.

LIVING BY THE BOOK

Questioning bad land-use decisions
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READERS WRITE

In just a few short weeks, 
the legislative session in Alba-
ny will come to a close. While 
many issues important to New 
York City remain outstand-
ing, the legislature should 
and must reauthorize mayoral 
control and give Mayor de Bla-
sio the ability to improve our 
public school system. The 1.1 
million students who attend 
public schools throughout the 
five boroughs are counting on 
the Assembly and state Senate 
to take action and make the 
right decision.

I have been, at times, a 
sharp critic of the current 
administration. But when it 
comes to ensuring a bright 
future for the children of our 
city, there can be no room for 
debate: Mayoral control works 
and Bill de Blasio deserves 
the same chance to help our 

children succeed as Mike 
Bloomberg was able to attain 
more than a decade ago.

Mayoral control has pro-
duced real results in reform-
ing our education system and 
has placed the old bureaucratic 
model of dysfunctional school 
boards in its proper place—on 
the ash heap of history. New 
Yorkers are now able to hold 
the Mayor accountable for 
graduation and dropout rates, 
standardized test scores and 
other performance metrics. 
Mayor de Blasio has placed 
his trust and confidence in 
Chancellor Carmen Farina, a 
highly qualified and experi-
enced administrator, to lead 
our teachers and principals in 
developing a robust curricu-
lum that is tailored to meet the 
needs of each individual child 
in our diverse city. Why any-

one, Democrat or Republican, 
would want to change that is 
simply unconscionable.

Despite fierce opposition 
from a small but vocal minor-
ity of so-called “advocates” 
who wish to turn back the 
clock, mayoral control has 
also empowered communities 
and substantially increased 
parental involvement through 
citywide and community edu-
cation councils. Earlier this 
month, Chancellor Farina 
announced that voter turn-
out in the city’s local school 
board elections doubled and 
that many more parents ran 
for office and were involved in 
the process than ever before. 
Mayoral control has, without 
a doubt, created an environ-
ment of inclusion. Parents, not 
the special interests, now have 
a seat at the table to discuss 

how we mold the minds of our 
city’s most precious resource.

Instead of allowing this 
issue to be used as a political 
football every few election cy-
cles, Albany should also make 
mayoral control permanent. 
This is the right thing to do and 
something that should have 
been done when the school 
governance law was initially 
passed in 2002. Former Mayor 
Bloomberg, despite his best ef-
forts, was unable convince the 
legislature to take out the sun-
set provision of the law. This is 
a fatal flaw in the law and one 
that should be corrected this 
time around.

Mayoral control has laid 
the foundation for many of the 
mayor’s key initiatives includ-
ing the expansion of universal 
pre-kindergarten and citywide 
after-school programs for mid-

dle school and at-risk students. 
These programs are making a 
big difference and would not 
exist under any other form of 
school governance.

The bottom line is simple: 
The buck should stop with 
the mayor, regardless of who 
he/she happens to be. Mayors 
come and go, but the progress 
we’ve made in reducing class 
size, closing the achievement 
gap and providing the best 
educational opportunities for 
our young people cannot be 
disputed or called into ques-
tion. Let’s stop wasting time 
and work together to help our 
children learn, grow and suc-
ceed.

Eric Ulrich
R-Ozone Park

New York City Council

The American flag was 
originally adopted by a reso-
lution by the Continental 
Congress on June 14th, 1777. 
Flag Day wasn’t officially 
recognized until proposed by 
Congress and signed into law 
by President Harry Truman 
in 1949. The week of June 14 
is designated as National Flag 
Week. I therefore urge that the 
American Flag be displayed 
outside homes, apartments, 
offices, businesses and stores 

throughout the United States. 
We do this to honor all that our 
great nation represents, which 
is freedom, equality and jus-
tice for all. These principles 
and ideas are embodied in the 
American Flag. We should do 
this also to show honor and 
respect for all our brave men 
and women who are serving 
our nation today. And also 
all those over the years who 
gave their lives to preserve 
our cherished freedoms. Our 

American Flag is the fabric 
of our country and by flying 
the American Flag we can be 
reminded that we can prevail 
against all adversity. So please 
fly the American flag June 14 
and remember this, too: These 
colors of red, white and blue 
don’t run.

Now God Bless America!

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

Recently, I revisited Fort 
Totten and to my dismay I no-
ticed that most of its buildings 
and structures remain unused 
and are in serious disrepair. 
I was extremely surprised, 
considering Fort Totten is 
listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Addition-
ally, what I find to be more 

upsetting is that Fort Totten is 
home to the Bayside Historical 
Society.

Perhaps these once-mili-
tary homes bear no historic 
siginficance; however, they 
are part of the fort and this 
issue needs to be addressed. 
In my opinion, this is more 
certainly a bureaucratic is-

sue that has been thrown to 
the wayside. We need to raise 
awareness and/or funding 
to ensure that this Civil War 
treasure remains intact for fu-
ture generations.

Catherine Logiudice
Bayside

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

CORRECTION
The story “111th Precinct presents awards ceremony,” on Page 
6 of the June 5-11 issue of the Bayside Times, did not include 
a picture of the award winners. The recpients, pictured above, 
were (from l-r) Sgt. Kenneth Ho, Officer Mario Cappuccia, Det. 
Erica Madden and Aux. Officers Peter Kim and Leon Pallas. 

Photo by Tom Momberg

“Hand-To-Hand” (Edito-
rial, June 5) is nothing new.  
Democrats Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and New York City 
Mayor Bill de Blasio have a 
lot in common with the late 
Republicans Governor Nel-
son Rockefeller and NYC 
Mayor John Lindsay from 
the 1960’s. The same is true 
for the late Democrat Gover-
nor Mario Cuomo (1983–1992) 
and New York City Mayor 
Ed Koch (1978-1988).  Nelson 
Rockefeller, Mario Cuomo 
and son Andrew Cuomo have 

had to deal with mayors who 
want equal billing on the po-
litical marquee. Lindsay’s ur-
ban, Koch’s Big Apple and de 
Blasio’s progressive agenda 
have all depended upon both 
increased state and federal 
assistance. This conflicts 
with governors who have to 
worry about all 62 counties in 
New York State.  This creates 
problems for governors with 
presidential ambitions.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Govs vs. Mayors

Respect Fort Totten’s history 

Show your colors on Flag Day

Mayoral control of city schools works
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I
’m a Democrat and I am 
very concerned about the 
upcoming presidential elec-
tion. Our country’s ability 

to tackle all kinds of inequal-
ity—racial, gender, economic 
and the list goes on—largely 
hinges on the outcome of the 
2016 election, and on whether 
or not Democrats prevail.

I want to make clear that 
I don’t think all Republicans 
are completely misguided, just 
many of them, such as union-
bashing Gov. Scott Walker of 
Wisconsin and polarizing Tex-
as Sen. Ted Cruz and thuggish 
New Jersey Gov. Chris Chris-
tie. Moderates like Jeb Bush 
and Marco Rubio—although 
too far to the right on many is-
sues for me—at least offer new 
ideas on education and immi-
gration.

But we saw what eight 
years of George Bush–Dick 
Cheney did to our country—

an economic near-collapse, a 
rush headlong into a calami-
tous war and a rightward tilt 
of our Supreme Court.

So the stakes are high in 
2016. It is easy to find fault with 
some of President Obama’s 
policies and methods—partic-
ularly in Middle Eastern for-
eign policy and his ability to 
negotiate with an intransigent 
Congress—but history will 
almost certainly be very kind 
to him. His landmark health 
care plan will one day be 
hailed as being as revolution-
ary as Social Security. Obama 
rarely gets enough credit for 
bringing America back from 
the brink of economic collapse 
early in his presidency with 
his steady stimulus plan and 
strong monetary policy.

Ironically, the first presi-
dent of African-American de-
cent hasn’t done enough to help 
the underclass in this country 
and the huge gap of economic 
inequality has widened. There 
has been a surge of activity 
around the country around 
the minimum wage, but this is 
not nearly enough.

There has been no attempt 
to address America’s unfair 

tax code, no attempt to make 
higher education less expen-
sive for middle-class and low-
income families or reform the 
predatory college loan pro-
gram.

There also is the prover-
bial elephant in the room: the 
presumptive—and seemingly 
only—Democratic nominee for 
president, Hillary Clinton.

I am a fan of Hillary’s 
because she is progressive 
without being dogmatic and 
polarizing; she is extremely 
competent and has invaluable 
experience on foreign and do-
mestic issues; and she is battle-
scarred and has been tested in 
public life for three decades.

But.
For all her experience and 

intelligence, I worry that Hil-
lary is not a great candidate 
or campaigner. I worry there 
is much Clinton fatigue in this 
country. I worry the media 
and the public will focus on the 
wrong things and damage her 
electability. I worry she will 
stumble late in the campaign. 
I worry there is no Democratic 
back-up plan.

So I will join the small but 
growing chorus of those who 

are saying, “Run, Mike. Run!”
Former New York City 

Mayor Mike Bloomberg is per-
haps the only other supremely 
qualified moderate in public 
life who could lead this coun-
try. He has the intelligence, 
the independence, the wealth, 
the team and—most impor-
tantly—he was great when 
holding the second hardest job 
in America for 12 years.

I’m debating whether it 
would be better for Bloomberg 
to jump into the Democratic 
primary soon, so Hillary has 
a real challenger to sharpen 
her campaign and message, 
or whether he should wait un-
til early 2016 to see if Hillary 
flounders.

An advantage of being a 
multi-billionaire is he doesn’t 
have to do fund-raising and 
can snap his fingers and have 
the finest minds in our coun-
try help him deliver his cen-
trist, no-nonsense message. 
His business skills will surely 
help in the increasingly com-
petitive global economy. His 
crime-fighting record will 
help ensure America stays 
safe. His blunt and honest way 
of governing will help us on 

the world stage, as America’s 
hegemonic powers begin to 
recede.

So, even though there has 
been no official word from 
Bloomberg, I would bet many 
Americans would love to have 
another choice in the Demo-
cratic primary. Bernie Sand-
ers is a smart, outspoken lefty 
who speaks truth to power, 
but he has no chance of being 
the next president. Martin 
O’Malley and Lincoln Chafee 
have impressive records and 
may be rising stars, but it is 
doubtful either is ready for 
prime time.

I hope Hillary Clinton con-
tinues to hone her centrist but 
populist message and gains 
overwhelming support, but 
I would sleep better at night 
knowing that Bloomberg is 
ready to step in at any time to 
ensure we don’t have a Walker 
or Rubio presidency.

Run, Mike, run!
Tom Allon, president of City 

& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before 
he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

O
ne of the most popular 
events in Cunningham 
Park, which will take 
place on Tuesday, June 

22 at 8 p.m., will be a New York 
Philharmonic concert. I don’t 
know why it is a little early this 
year but we have to be happy 
we have it, because the Opera 
does not perform in Cunning-
ham Park any more due to 
fiscal reasons. We don’t know 
the program yet but there will 
be fireworks this year. People 
usually park for about 3 blocks 
around the park. Some bring 
picnics. 

Community Board 8 will 
have its annual Health Fair 

in Cunningham Park on Fri-
day, June 26 from 2– 6 p,m. On 
June 29 at 10:30 a.m. there will 
be a puppet show for children. 
There will be Shakespeare 
in the Park events on Tues-
day, July 30, when “The Mer-
chant of Venice will play at 
8pm (rain date August 2) and 
on Monday, August 13 , when 
“Merry Wives of Windsor” 
will be on the bill at 8 p.m. 
(rain date August 16). There 
will be a children’s workshop 
prior to each performance at 
7:30 p,m. 

The folliwing movies will 
be screened Cunningham 
Park this summer: “Dead 
Poets Society” on August 3, 
“Raiders of the Lost Ark” on 
August 10, “Mr. Holland’s 
Opus” on August 17, “Big Hero 
6” on August 24 and “Lagaan: 
Once Upon a Time in India” 
on August 31. The movies start 
approximately at 8 p.m., with a 
rain date of the next evening. 

The Queens Jewish Communi-
ty Council will sponsor three 
concerts on August 8, 19 and 26 
at 7 p.m. The names of the sing-
ers have not been finalized. 

Watch for information 
about your local park and for 
changes.

The NYPD has issued a 
GreenDot MoneyPak scam 
alert. This is taking place all 
around New York City and the 
country. It is pervasive. Here’s 
how the scam works: The vic-
tim receives a phone call say-
ing either that they owe money 
to the IRS, have an outstand-
ing utility bill or that a rela-
tive or friend has been in an 
accident or has been arrested 
and needs bail money. They 
many know a name. 

You are asked to go to a 
store and purchase a Green 
Dot MoneyPak Card and place 
a certain amount of money 
on the card. You are given a 
callback number and are told 

to contact the perpetrator 
once you have the Green Dot 
MoneyPak card. You are then 
asked to scratch off the back 
of the card and read the se-
rial number of the card. The 
criminal then uses the serial 
number to steal the money.

This scam is going on all 
the time, so be careful if some-
one calls asking for money for 
any reason. Hang up! Utility 
companies or the IRS do not 
ask people to make immedi-
ate payments this way. The 
IRS will not threaten people 
with arrest or deportation 
over the phone. If a call feels 
suspicious just hang up. If 
someone asks you to make a 
payment using a Green Dot 
card it is a SCAM!! If you re-
ceive such a call, contact your 
local precinct or the NYPD at 
1-800-577-TIPS. Don’t be a vic-
tim of a scam! 

The May/June Newsletter 
of the Rosedale Civic Asso-

ciation alerts people that they 
can turn in a drug dealer by 
calling the NYPD Undercover 
Narcotics Task Force anony-
mously at 1-888-374-DRUG. 

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: The Feds recently 
seized 70 kilos of heroin and $2 
million in cash in the Fieldston 
section of the Bronx. If this is 
the largest seizure ever made, 
then you must realize what is 
happening in our country. Per-
haps we need a new approach 
to the war on drugs. 

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: Congressional hawks 
are spending billions of dol-
lars not really needed by the 
military. They want to build 12 
more Ohio Class nuclear sub-
marines at $8 billion each and 
modernize our nuclear weap-
ons at a cost of $348 billion. 
Will this help us fight guerril-
la wars and prevent terrorist 
attacks or just provide defense 
jobs in certain states?

Cunningham Park is this summer’s hot spot

With Hillary as front runner, Mike needs to step in

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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T
o me, “old New York” 
is the city I moved to in 
1981. Back then, the sub-
way cars were so covered 

with graffiti, you couldn’t see 
out the windows. You always 
added a 20-minute cushion to 
your commute, just in case. 
And Times Square…

Well, I’m getting off track. 
My point is, everyone’s got an 
“old New York.” The one Edith 
Wharton was referring to 
when she was writing a hun-
dred years ago was the “old 
New York” before the Civil 
War, already a quaint and 
distant memory in the Gilded 
Age. 

Old New Yorks are always 
being demolished, or updated 
beyond recognition, so it is 
astonishing to learn that one 
slice of the old old New York 
not only still exists, it stands 

virtually intact, right down 
to its original furnishings 
from 1832. It is the Merchant’s 
House Museum at 29 E. Fourth 
St. in Manhattan. Last week 
I went there to hear a lecture 
about it. (Hat tip to Gary Sha-
piro, the club’s dapper emis-
sary, who alerted me to the 
talk.)

“We call it the ‘Miracle 
on 4th Street,’ ” began the 
speaker, Carl Raymond, a tour 
guide at the Merchant’s House 
who is also a professional 
chef. He combines both those 
skills to sleuth out what the 
home’s original owners would 
have been eating 183 years 
ago, when they first moved in. 
But before getting to the meat 
of his talk—as it were—he ex-
plained how the miracle came 
to be standing at all.

When a young man named 
Seabury Tredwell moved to 
New York at age 18 to make his 
fortune in the hardware busi-
ness, he lived in a boarding 
house. Perhaps predictably, he 
fell in love with his landlady’s 
daughter. They married and 
had seven kids. In 1832 they 
bought a brand new house on 
Fourth Street—the suburbs at 

the time—and in 1840, when 
Seabury was 60, they had a 
surprise eighth child, Ger-
trude. 

“Like my mother,” contin-
ued lecturer Raymond, “Ger-
trude never threw anything 
away.” She also never mar-
ried. So when she died in 1933, 
just 20 feet from the bed she’d 
been born in 93 years earlier, 
she was surrounded by the 
very same objects that she had 
grown up with, right down to 
39 dresses. These included the 
one her mom got married in 
more than a hundred years 
earlier, in 1825.

Gertrude’s heir was about 
to sell the place and all its 
dusty contents when a distant 
cousin, George Chapman, 
realized that this was no or-
dinary fixer-upper. Stepping 
inside was like walking into a 
time capsule — the King Tut’s 
Tomb of Manhattan. Gertrude 
had kept the house “as papa 
would’ve wanted it” and Chap-
man wanted that for the rest 
of us. He purchased the place 
and turned it into a museum. 

In 1965, Merchant’s House 
was one of the first 25 build-
ings on which our city be-

stowed landmark status. To 
this day, 90 percent of the 
items in it are original. 

So what did the Tredwells 
eat during the century or so 
that they lived there?

Alas, nothing particularly 
delicious at first. 

Despite our modern pin-
ing for heirloom vegetables, 
early 19th century New York-
ers generally boiled these to 
death. The watery mess was 
served alongside boiled or 
roasted meats with perhaps 
some melted butter as gravy. 
And since Eliza was raised in 
a boardinghouse, it is likely 
she served the same kind of 
food her mom did, including 
what one boarder back then 
described as “the dessert 
feared by every boarding-
house resident: a sour apple 
encased in dough.”

Historians contend that 
more change occurred in the 
19th century than in any other 
era, and happily, some of that 
occurred in the kitchen. By 
the end of the 1800s, French 
cuisine was all the rage, along 
with the new practice of serv-
ing food in courses, instead of 
putting it all out at once. 

You can still see the dining 
room table and chairs the Tred-
wells used, and some of their 
cookware, and the bells to call 
the servants, a la Downton Ab-
bey. But threatened is the beau-
tiful original plasterwork in the 
dining room and elsewhere. 

The neighboring lots are 
not landmarked, and a bou-
tique hotel is slated to rise 
on one side. Vibrations from 
nearby construction could 
crack the walls. The muse-
um is hoping to ensure that 
doesn’t happen by working 
with lawyers and engineers to 
develop protection plans.

With any luck, the Mer-
chant’s House will be around 
for another 183 years, when 
aged locals may remember 
an “old New York” back when 
food was created by cooks, not 
3D printers, and delivered by 
bike, not drone. 

For more information on 
the Merchant’s House visit 
merchantshouse.org or call 
(212) 777–1089. 

Lenore Skenazy speaks at 
conferences, companies and 
schools about her book and 
blog Free-Range Kids. 

COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical Soci-
ety, the Times–Ledger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history.

W
ith infrastructure 
developments taking 
shape and residential 
neighborhoods com-

ing on the market, June 1906 
was a month of great progress 
and change for Queens.

Dedicated in 1877, The 
Queens County Court House 
had already produced its fair 
share of controversy. Situated 
in far western Queens near the 
Long Island Rail Road termi-

nus, its location sparked a split 
which caused the easternmost 
parts of the borough to secede 
and form Nassau County in 
1898. The Court House was gut-
ted by fire in 1904 and stood as 
little more than a burned out 
hulk when the Board of Alder-
men met on June 12 to discuss 
its fate. The Board appropri-
ated $250,000 to rebuild the 
structure, complete with iron 
staircases, elevators and fire-
proofing. The foundation and 
side walls are all that remain 
of the original building.

While plans for the new 
County Court House in Long 
Island City took shape, more 

affluent New Yorkers flocked 
to eastern Queens to check out 
prime housing in Douglaston. 
Many parts of the city’s largest 
borough and beyond were now 
accessible by telephone, and 
those wealthy enough to own a 
new car zipped along her coun-
try roads. Modern day Queens 
was emerging, but the price for 
many would be steep.

At the far eastern end of the 
borough, the Rickert-Finlay 
Realty Company was touting 
Douglaston as the next gem in 
the string of opulence that was 
the Long Island Gold Coast. 
Advertisements in the Long 
Island Weekly Star offered 
the best of early 20th century 
luxury.

“Over a mile of shore front 
covered with Grand Forest 
Trees. Bathing, fishing and 
sailing right at your door. 20 
minutes from Broadway when 
Pennsylvania tunnels are 

completed.”
The four East River tun-

nels would soon bypass the 
34th Street ferry and bring 
even more pleasure seekers to 
Queens, with many also com-
muting into the city for work. 
One morning in June, how-
ever, ferry passengers were 
greeted with a grisly sight. 
Soon before docking in Man-
hattan, those on board wit-
nessed a geyser of compressed 
air, mud and water shoot up 
from the incomplete Tunnel 
B, followed by the appearance 
of two lifeless workers float-
ing on the water surface. The 
remaining 19 laborers barely 
escaped drowning, exiting 
through an escape hatch after 
the tunnel filled with water.

One attraction that visitors 
to the borough in 1906 would no 
longer enjoy was Pettit’s Hotel 
in Jamaica. Counting among 
her guests George Washing-

ton, who slept there in 1790 
and proclaimed the hotel “a 
pretty good and decent house,” 
the building succumbed to the 
wrecking ball in June. Crowds 
gathered daily outside the ven-
erable institution, which each 
day revealed a long forgotten 
treasure as workers tore into 
her. One wall, which had stood 
for 100 years, surrendered $173 
in cash. It was, perhaps, the ho-
tel parlor that held the greatest 
secret. As laborers dismantled 
her fireplace, they uncovered 
a long forgotten tombstone. 
The monument marked the 
final earthly resting place of 
one Mary Valentine, who de-
parted this world on October 
14, 1820 at the age of 56 years, 
4 months and 7 days.

For further information, 
call the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit our website at www.as-
torialic.org.

Urban renewal has a very long history in Queens 

Looking behind the scenes of old New York 

n

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Bobby Bocchimozzo was sure he’d 

see a Triple Crown winner after close 
to four decades of coming to the Bel-
mont Stakes.

“It has to be,” the Flushing native 
said. “I think if it’s ever going to hap-
pen it’s going to happen today.”

He and his wife Chris drove all the 
way up from Fort Lauderdale, Fla. to 
attend the big race at Belmont Park. 
They joined 20 friends for a picnic near 
the duck pond before all eyes turned to 
the horse American Pharaoh. 

Bocchimozzo—along with the other 
90,000 people—got what he came for. 
American Pharaoh became the first 
horse to win a Triple Crown since Af-
firmed in 1978. He did so in a time of 
2:26:65 to become the fifth wire-to-wire 
winner at the Belmont Stakes, beating 
second-place Frosted.

“It’s unbelievable,” American Pha-
raoh Jockey Victor Espinoza said. “At 
the wire, it was like, I can’t believe I 
did it.” 

A crowd that included former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton and former Yankees 
manager Joe Torre was very much 
behind American Pharaoh. A number 
of spectators dressed up to show their 
support. Mike Kozin of Long Island 

City donned a pharaoh’s headdress 
with an American flag shirt. Chris 
Rinaldi of Westchester sported a full 
American flag suit and tie.

“People love this horse,” Rinaldi 
said. “Anyone is gonna love a winner 
and this is going be a winner.”

Added Kozin: “I always think it’s 
entertaining to go in costume.”

As much as people enjoyed the ac-

tion on the track, there is always an 
eye for fashion at Belmont Park as well. 
Hat designer and former Flushing resi-
dent Ines Hernandez attends both the 
Belmont Stakes and Kentucky Derby 
regularly. In her opinion the crowd at 
the Kentucky Derby is more extrava-
gantly dressed, but there is a special 
New York feel to the hometown crowd. 

“I like to see all kind of hats and 

what is going on,” Hernandez said. 
“My husband loves to bet on horses so 
I come.”

Those heading to Belmont using 
mass transit were impressed with the 
ride in and the $4 million in renova-
tions made by the MTA to Belmont 
Station. The trip was quick and made 
easier by a helpful staff. 

“It was only one stop and it was fan-
tastic,” Kew Gardens resident Andrew 
Panos said. “Last year it was miser-
able.”

He was one of the people who waited 
two and half hours to leave the park. 
Coming in was smooth sailing, but he 
planned on watching the Stakes race 
close to the exit in order to get a jump 
on getting home. Much of the crowd 
leaving the park by train dissipated 
around two hours after the race, with 
the Goo Goo Dolls giving a concert in 
the background.

The improved commute wasn’t the 
only reason that fans went home hap-
py, however. There was a confidence in 
American Pharaoh that was fulfilled.

“This is the first one I feel can do 
it,” Panos said. “Last year I hoped it, 
this year I feel he can actually do it.”

American Pharaoh ensured that 
his belief was well placed.    

With jockey Victor Espinoza aboard, American Pharoah enters the winner's circle at 
Belmont Park as the first horse in nearly four decades to take the Triple Crown.  

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Belmont fans treated to a Triple Crown winner 

C O N  E D I S O N  I S  C O M M I T T E D  T O  
 I M P R O V I N G  G A S  S A F E T Y .

 Nothing is more important than your safety. So at Con Edison, we’re always improving our gas safety program: 
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North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” 
to see how our technologies
may benefi t you.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms

With this ad, expires in 30 days

www.northshorerehabilitation.com

2015

National Quality Leader Award 

Federal Bureau of  Primary Health Care 

Joan Tisch Community Health Prize 

Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute at 
Hunter College 

2014
Quality Incentive Award

Fidelis Care  

Quality Incentive Award

Healthfirst 

The Charles B. Wang Community Health Center 

Board of  Directors congratulates 

the Health Center staff  for delivering high quality care to patients. 
As result of  your dedication, the Health Center received the 

following awards for outstanding healthcare services.   

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Forest Hills chess champion Ame-
lie Phung came home with a gold med-
al after a series of matches in Mexico 
against some of the toughest players 
in North America. And she isn’t even 
8 years old yet. 

“She is in heaven right now,” her 
father, Tam Phung, said. “To gain this 
title made her feel really good.” 

Amelie took the Gold Medal for the 
US Chess team at the North America 
Youth Festival held in Toluca, Mexi-
co. She competed in the under-8 girls 
bracket and went undefeated. While 
Amelie may be a long way from getting 
the Grand Master title given to the best 
international players, she earned the 
Women’s Candidate Master, which is 
given to international chess champi-

ons who pass the 2,000 rating, a mea-
surement of a chess player’s ability. To 
become a candidate for Grand Master 
status, a player has to at least have a 
2,600 rating. 

Amelie and her father spent the 
weekend in Toluca for the match. 

“It’s a sense of pride to win the Gold 
Medal and to get that title,” Tam said, 
noting that the win boosted Amelie’s 
confidence and set her up for the World 
Championship in Greece. “It’s a step-
ping stone towards getting the World 
Championship.” 

Earlier this year, she won a tour-
nament in California, where she first 
qualified for the international champi-
onships. 

Amelie is coached by a Grand Mas-
ter, Irina Krush. Krush is known for 

BY BILL PARRY

Pianos are popping up in various lo-
cations around the borough, including 
the Kaufman Arts District in Astoria, 
LIC Landing by Coffeed in Hunters 
Point South Park, the Jackson Heights 
Post Office, Flushing Town Hall and 
the Unisphere at Flushing Meadow-
Corona Park. The public is invited to 
twinkle the ivories in an effort to pro-
mote arts programming.

The non-profit Sing for Hope dis-
tributed 88 of the pianos, each with its 
own design from an artist or designer, 
around the five boroughs, inviting any-
one and everyone to play through June 
21. Then each of the pianos will be do-
nated to a school, healthcare facility or 
community organization in need.

“We are delighted to bring back the 
Sing for Hope pianos this year,” Sing 
for Hope co-founders Monica Yunas 
and Camille Zamora said in a state-
ment. “It’s truly special to witness the 
spontaneous moments of community 
that occur around these beautiful, in-
teractive works of art.”

The Manhattan-based group en-
visions a world in which the arts are 
accessible to all. They have outreach 
programs powered by 1,500 volun-
teers—including opera singers, actors, 
jazz musicians, dancers, puppeteers 
and visual artists—to serve everyone 
from school children to healthcare pa-
tients to seniors in under-sourced com-
munities.

Each piano has a tarpaulin attached 
to protect it from the elements and a 
mobile crew travels to each location to 

keep the instrument in tune. Sing for 
Hope estimates that it reaches 2 mil-
lion New Yorkers and visitors every 
year and hopes to make it an annual 
event.

“I believe we have a responsibility 
and a built-in urge to use our talents 
and innate gifts to help improve the 
lives of the less fortunate,” 2006 Nobel 
Prize Laureate Dr. Muhammad Yunus 
 said. “Sing for Hope Volunteer Artists 
do this every. I am inspired by this 
work and proud to be a part of an or-
ganization that transforms the lives of 
under-served New Yorkers on a daily 
basis.”

Other members of the Sing for Hope 
Board of Trustees include Placido Do-
mingo and Andrea Bocelli.

The public is invited to sit down and perform 
a song or two at pianos that have appeared 
in public spaces around the borough. 

Photo courtesy Sing for Hope

Forest Hills girl wins gold,
prepares for Greece games

Pianos pop up in public
places for people to play

Get Pre-approved Today!  
Visit nymcu.org/carbuyingservice

*  APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Subject to credit approval. Other restrictions 
may apply. Rates may be higher based on applicant’s credit worthiness. Rates 
and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions may apply. 
For model years 2015-2014, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments 
of $17.29 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.45% APR. For model year 2013, your 
payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.42 on each $1,000 borrowed 
at 1.75% APR. APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Best rate available when combined 
with TRUECar certificate (.50% APR discount) and Auto-Pay (.50% APR discount) 
when direct deposit or automatic payroll deduction is utilized as the method of 
loan repayment. Annual percentage rates for auto loans will increase by .50% 
after consummation if automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit is cancelled. 
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purchased through the  

MCU Car Buying Service
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Custom Wood

Arbor PVC RailingCedar PVC

Two Tone

**Before July 4th installation on in-stock fencing only.  *Up to $300 off with purchase of 140ft or more of installed fencing. Must present this ad at time of purchase 
to receive discount.  Some styles may be excluded. Excludes aluminum and chain link fence.  See store for details. Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior 
purchases. Valid on new installations only.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply 

to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394
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Hurry! Offer Ends Soon!
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QUALITY. VALUE. VARIETY. SERVICE.

AAFree 
“At Home”
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New Projects†

Amityville 
& 
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Visit Us Online At 
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Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk
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(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
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Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-3pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

ORDER NOW
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$300 OFFUP
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Illinois PVC
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The winners of Assemblyman Ed-
ward Braunstein’s (D-Bayside) annual 
Mother’s Day Essay and Poetry Contest 
were announced last week, awarding 
second- through fifth-grade students 
with a certificate of merit from the 
state Assembly.

Francesca Argenzio, who attends 
St. Mel’s School in Flushing, won the 
second-grade grand prize. Anthony Ng 
and Ethan Wu, students of PS 94 Da-
vid Porter School in Little Neck, won 
third- and fourth-grade grand prizes, 
respectively. And Christian Silvestri, 
of Sacred Heart School in Bayside, won 
the fifth-grade grand prize.

“Congratulations to all of the win-
ners,” Braunstein said in a statement. 
“Nearly 450 students from schools in 
Queens participated in my Mother’s 
Day Essay and Poetry Contest and I 
was extremely impressed with their 
creative and heartfelt entries.” 

Each winner of the Mother’s Day 

writing contest was also awarded a 
Barnes & Noble gift card.

~Tom Momberg

 The Pathmark Plaza in Flushing 
has agreed to clean up the store’s park-
ing lot and get rid of litter and debris 
following a car crash at the site at the 
end of May.  

Managers at the store, located at 31-
06 Farrington St., will address litter 
in the parking lot and near the bottle 
depository, illegally parked vehicles 
and the shopping cart corrals, some of 
which are broken and falling apart.

The corrals will receive a work or-
der from Pathmark. 

The parking lot will be cleaned dai-
ly and signs will indicate that vehicles 
left for long periods of time could be 
towed. Glass and debris around the re-

cycling area will be cleaned regularly.
State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 

met with the managers and city offi-
cials.

“I am very pleased that Pathmark 
management has agreed to remediate 
and clean the area on a daily basis, 
which will go a long way in eliminat-
ing many of these problems,” Avella 
said in a statement.  

At the end of May, a 72-year-old 
woman driving an SUV crashed into 
the store. The five victims, including 
the driver, suffered minor injuries.

- Medina Toure

The Queens man accused of using 
an aluminum baseball bat to beat his 
Bayside mother to death in February 
2011 was sentenced to 21 years in pris-
on last Thursday.

Matthew Devlin, now 50, pleaded 
guilty in April, admitting that he had 
an argument with his mother and 
brother on Feb. 12, 2011, at which time 
he attacked each of them with the base-
ball bat, according to Queens DA Rich-
ard Brown.

“This was a senseless and horrify-
ing act of violence. A woman is dead—
tragically killed at the hands of her 
own son. The defendant has proven he 
is unfit to live in a civilized society,” 
Brown said in a statement.

When police arrived on the scene, 
they found Elizabeth Devlin in a sec-
ond-floor bathroom with severe head 

injuries. 
Once at the hospital, Elizabeth Dev-

lin was put into a put into a medically 
induced coma and remained in critical 
condition until she died from the inju-
ries five days later.

Matthew’s brother, John Devlin, 
then 54 years old, also suffered head 
trauma from the bludgeoning and it 
took 35 staples to close his wounds.

Matthew Devlin has been  jailed 
for the past four years, held without 
bail. Upon release, Devlin will have 
five years of supervision, according to 
Queens Supreme Court Justice Ken-
neth Holder.

- Tom Momberg

Assemblyman Braunstein is pictured with, 
from left, 2nd grade grand prize win-
ner Francesca Argenzio, 3rd grade grand 
prize winner Anthony Ng, 5th grade grand 
prize winner Christian Silvestri and 4th 
grade grand prize winner Ethan Wu. 

Photo courtesy of Braunstein's office

Bayside mother slayer sentenced

Pathmark to clean store

Students win contest

In this year’s FY16 Expense 
Budget the Myrtle Avenue BID 
has asked for the restoration of 6 
day dedicated basket pick-up ser-
vice from the NYC Department 
of Sanitation. Presently, this 
essential service is only being 
provided 3 days a week within 
the Myrtle Avenue Business 
Improvement District between 
Wyckoff Avenue and Fresh Pond 
Road in Ridgewood - this is to-
tally inadequate. Furthermore, 
the present service consists 
of a dedicated basket run only 
on Mondays and Wednesdays 
on the 12 am – 8 am tour. On 
Thursdays, when the household 
crew services the corner bas-
kets within the Myrtle Avenue 
Business Improvement District 
while also picking up household 
refuse,  often not all the corners 
are serviced because household 
pickup takes priority. 

Upon internal investigation 
we found out that two of our 
comparable sister BIDs Green-
point Avenue/Queens Boule-
vard Sunnyside Shines BID and 
The Steinway Street BID have 
at the minimum 5-6 day corner 
basket pick up service between 
the dedicated basket truck and 
regular household pick up. We 
also called at least 12 other com-
parable districts and they also 
had at the minimum similar 
service. 

The Myrtle Avenue Business 
Improvement District and the 
Ridgewood Local Development 
Corporation are requesting that 
this restoration of basket ser-
vice should go into effect not 
only for the Myrtle Avenue BID 
District but also for all our ma-
jor commercial retail business 
corridors in Community Board 
#5 Queens.  They include:

Myrtle Avenue between 
Fresh Pond Road & Cooper Av-
enue area, Glendale 

Fresh Pond Road between 
Myrtle Avenue & Eliot Avenue, 
Ridgewood/Maspeth

Metropolitan Avenue be-
tween 73rd Place & 80th Street, 
Middle Village

Grand Avenue between 
Flushing Avenue & 74th Street, 
Maspeth 

For example, all commercial 
districts in Community Board 

1 have service similar to Stein-
way Street. 

Overflowing corner baskets 
are the first thing shoppers and 
potential new store owners see 
along our shopping districts. 
They are an eyesore and create 
an unpleasant shopping envi-
ronment. 

In the case of the Myrtle Av-
enue BID, it provides daily sup-
plemental sidewalk sweeping & 
cleanup service from 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m. DOS provides 6 day curb-
side sweeping service via the 
mechanical broom. It makes no 
sense to have the Myrtle Avenue 
BID augment city services if 
the city keeps on reducing basic 
services like sanitation corner 
basket pickup. We want this in-
consistent service disparity re-
solved. We are only asking for 
parity nothing extra. 

Throughout the FY16 budget 
process the Myrtle Avenue BID 
and Ridgewood LDC testified 
regarding this need at different 
Capital & Expense budget hear-
ings and then we met individu-
ally with Hon. Antonio Reynoso 
and Hon. Elizabeth Crowley, 
our two city council represen-
tatives. Recently we did receive 
some good news that Myrtle 
Avenue will receive extra ser-
vice on Tuesday and Saturday 
and that corner baskets would 
be given special extra attention 
because on those days there is a 
dedicated half mobile litter pa-
trol. 

While this added service will 
be very beneficial to the dis-
trict, it still does not solve the is-
sue that if there is an emergency 
somewhere, that MLP unit will 
be pulled from basket service. 
The only way to assure service 
is by having dedicated basket 
routes. Then if there is an emer-
gency they have to get a truck 
from somewhere else since they 
cannot use dedicated routes. 

Therefore, while we are 
grateful for this response, we 
will need to push for dedicated 
basket routes. 

If you agree that this should 
be a priority service delivery let 
your local elected officials and 
the New York City Department 
of Sanitation and Community 
Board #5 hear from you.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E

Myrtle Avenue Business 
Improvement District Advocates 
for Increased Dedicated Corner 

Basket Service
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Claudia Porcoro-Ion
Student of Distinction
June 2015
The Mary Louis Academy
Jamaica Estates, New York

Claudia Porcoro-Ion is a valued member of 
the prestigious college preparatory program 
at The Mary Louis Academy. From the onset, 
it was clear that Claudia would shine at 
TMLA. Upon acceptance into the school she 
was awarded a scholarship on the basis of a 
competitive diocesan entrance examination. 
Her initial promise became a reality through-
out her academic career. As a high-ranking 
achiever at TMLA, Claudia has never missed 
being a member of the Principal’s List, which 
is TMLA’s highest honor. She has been in-
ducted into both the National Honor Society 
and the Language Other Than English (LOTE) 
Honor Society due to her diligence.

Committed to challenging herself and get-
ting the most from her education resulted in 
Claudia taking several Honors and Advanced 
Placement Courses. She excelled at all. 
Among the Honor classes completed are: Int. 
Algebra, English, Spanish Literature, Law/
Economics, Anatomy, Chemistry, Geometry, 
and Spanish. AP courses included:  AP Phys-
ics, AP Calculus, AP History, and AP World 
History I and II. 

She was a recipient of the St. John’s Uni-
versity Women in Science Award for Fresh-
man, Sophomore, Junior and Senior Year. 
Claudia also was honored as a National 
Merit Commended Student during her Junior 
year. 

Jennifer Moore, TMLA Counselor, says, 
“Claudia is a gifted scholar who craves 
knowledge and places a high priority on her 
education. She is a tenacious young woman 
and has maintained an excellent academic 
record in our challenging program.” 

Giving back to her peers, school, and 
community is also valued by Claudia. She 
consistently seeks opportunities to enrich her 
academic experience while sharing her love 
of science by serving as a peer tutor in Chem-
istry where, Moore explains, “Her assertive-
ness and organization skills keep others 
on task, while her enthusiasm and sense of 
humor facilitate a fun learning atmosphere.”

Claudia has assisted during Open House 
and other school functions as a Student 
Ambassador. She is also a member of ACE 
Mentoring Program and an After School 
Program Counselor at her former elemen-
tary school. Extracurricular activities include 
participation and membership in the Speech 
and Glee Clubs, and studying acoustic guitar 
at Queens Guitar School. 

Angela Cacciola, Mathematics, says, 
“Claudia is a well-rounded young woman 
who is able to balance her school work with 
her outside activities without any of them 
suffering.” Cacciola is in a particularly prime 
position to make this statement. She taught 

Accelerated Algebra 2 Trig, which enrolled 
only the cream of the crop mathematics stu-
dents. While the class was an intensive one, 
the elite group of students moved through the 
subject quickly. Cacciola recalls, “Claudia en-
joyed the challenge of working out complex 
problems. She came up with unusual ways to 
solve a program, helping to stimulate the dia-
logue within the class.” Claudia maintained 
a 100% class average and scored a stellar 
99% on the rigorous New York State Board 
of Regents Exam.

The activity that Claudia is most passion-
ate about was her internship at Cooper Union 
for a pre-college STEM Program. She worked 
alongside college professors during the six-
week program that explored ways to protect 
New York City from potential future hurricane 
damage. The academic disciplines of the 
program coupled with Claudia’s particular 
interest in civil engineering were a winning 
combination.

There are many gifts she brings to her 
participation at school. According to Tom 
Cordero, English Honors, “She is not one who 
simply likes to hear herself speak; Claudia is 
bright and intuitive. Unlike many high school 
students, Claudia carries knowledge from one 
academic discipline to another, never learn-
ing in a vacuum. She brings an awareness 
of subject matter ranging from current social 
issues to science.”

Regarding English class, Cordero says, 
“She reads with greater intensity and depth 
of comprehension than the vast majority of 
her peers. If much of higher academics is 
centered on the ability to read with under-
standing and write with precision and clarity, 
Claudia is poised to be among the very 
brightest of university students.”

NYU agreed with Cordero’s assessment 
and provided a scholarship. Claudia com-
mences undergraduate studies in Fall 2015.  
We wish Claudia continued success!

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY
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PHOTO PAGE

Big Crowd Ushers in 
a Triple Crown

Photos by Steven Schnibbe

Soap Box Derby 
Hits the Road

Photos by Michael Shain

With his Egyptian crown and Old Glory T-shirt, this guy came to Belmont dressed as an American Pharoah, in 
honor of the horse that won the race and the Triple Crown. 

Watching the race on the TV monitors around the track give bettors a close-up view. Hat's all, folks. 

Driver Muhsanul Islam keeps his racer on track at the trials.

The Flushing Meadows Soap Box Derby has been a community institution in East Elmhurst since 1984. These 
youngsters are just getting started in the program, which ran the first preliminary races of the season at the 
East Elmhurst-Corona Family Day.

And they're off . . .  and rolling! 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

(Garden City, NY) June 9, 
2015—Touchstone Clinical Re-
search, LLC., an organization dedi-
cated to providing comprehensive 
trial management services for Phy-
sician Investigators, announced 
today an upcoming dinner presen-
tation intended to discuss racial dis-
parity in medical research.

This disparity in medical re-
search is undisputed. “The Power of 
Inclusion” will address the shortage 
of minorities, as well as women and 
the elderly, in biomedical research, 
and what community physicians 
can do to increase participation 
for the betterment of medicine as a 
whole as well as improving the qual-
ity of life for patients and their com-
munities.

“Traditionally, so many 
groups—African Americans, His-
panics, women, the elderly—have 

been excluded from research,” says 
Dr. Scott. The time has come for pa-
tients in underserved communities 
to be included and counted in the 
search for new life-enhancing ther-
apies.”  

The dinner presentation is open 
to physicians, and nurse practitio-
ners and will provide a historical 
perspective, the importance of mi-
nority recruitment for clinical tri-
als, reducing disparities, research 
training, and how the pharmaceu-
tical industry supports minority 
recruitment in research, as well 
as what medical professionals can 
do to become more involved in re-
search.

Doctors and nurse practitioners 
can call (718) 551-7955 to reserve a seat 
at the dinner, scheduled for Tuesday, 
June 23rd at 5:30 pm at the Ruth’s 
Chris Steakhouse in Garden City.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Top Nephrologist to  
Address Physicians on Racial 

Disparity in Medicine
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

In an interview with Com-
munity News Group editors, 
Bronx Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz said that the New 
York City Football Club home 
in the Bronx was not viable 
for the borough and the soc-
cer team will continue their 
search for an new stadium 
home. That search will include 
looking at a Queens site as an 
option again. 

The team came up with an 
proposal to build their sta-
dium adjacent to Yankee Sta-
dium in the Bronx. But the 
Bronx proposal has come to a 
halt according to Diaz. And the 
New York City Football Club, 
jointly owned by the New York 
Yankees and royalty from the 
United Arab Emirates, is look-
ing for another home.

“New York City F.C. is 
looking at sites all over New 
York City,” said Risa Heller, 
a spokeswoman for the team. 
“We are working with the de 
Blasio administration to find 
a world-class site for a soccer-
specific stadium.” 

Originally, Major League 
Soccer presented a plan to 

build a soccer stadium in 
Flushing Meadows–Corona 
Park. But community organi-
zations voiced strong opposi-
tion to putting the stadium in 
a city park, and the New York 
Mets also raised objections to 

the plan.
After the rejection of the 

Flushing Meadows–Corona 
Park stadium plan, the team 
briefly looked at Aqueduct 
racetrack in South Ozone Park, 
but opposition came from state 

Senator Joseph Addabbo Jr. 
(D-Howard Beach), who cited 
traffic and congestion as ma-
jor issues. The plan was quick-
ly scuttled. 

“We did entertain the 
idea,”Addabbo said. 

Aqueduct Racetrack is on 
over 200 acres of land and also 
houses the Resorts World Ca-
sino since 2011. 

“The space and size have 
become questionable,” Addab-
bo said. “I would love to have a 
soccer team there because my 
major concern is jobs and it 
could create thousands of jobs. 
But right now it is mere dis-
cussion—honestly I can’t even 
picture it there right now.” 

Addabo said that both the 
short- and long-term implica-
tions of the plan for the com-
munity have to be thought out, 
including such issues as traf-
fic patterns and public safety. 
He also mentioned that his of-
fice meets with Resorts World 
Casino on a monthly basis to 
review issues and share up-
dates. 

Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Rockaway Park) was not avail-
able for comment on the issue. 
And the Mayor’s office could 
not give a response in time for 
press.  

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Aqueduct Racetrack could be an option for the New York City Football Club which is looking for a new home 
in the city. 

NYC soccer team could come to Aqueduct

Uncle Jack

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary turned the tragic and sad times of my brother, 
dad and uncle into memories of happy times.

“As a Detective for the New York City Police Department, I can 
appreciate the work you do for those in need. Throughout the years 
our family has been blessed with your unique end-of-life care. Not 
once… or twice… but three different times. My brother Tom. My 
dad. And then my Uncle Jack, both in The Bronx and Brooklyn. Each 
time your doctors, nurses, cancer care technicians… in fact your 
entire staff… relieved their horrendous physical pain from cancer. At 
the same time, you also relieved our entire family’s emotional pain. 
All of the family and friends would visit – around the clock – talking, 
laughing, and reminiscing. Once we even had our Thanksgiving 
Dinner there. During those final days of their lives, you helped us all 
bring back the happy times. When I talk to people about Calvary, I tell 
them when you walk through those doors, life doesn’t end. Life goes 
on. We’ll never forget what you meant to us. Thank you, Calvary.”

 – Detective Joe Hall

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Me & Dad

My Brother Tom
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$100 REBATE*
ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheer
(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

1 Skyline® Gliding Window Panels
(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

2 Pirouette® Window Shadings
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

2 Silhouette® Window Shadings
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades
(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

Shine the light. Design the light.
Hunter Douglas window fashions allow you to design with light in so many ways.
Illuminate, soften or darken your spaces. Create a shimmering glow, dramatic rays, a 
soothing retreat. Ask for details.

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

,VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 5/5/15 – 6/30/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid 
reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months 
after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All 
trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

SKYLINE® GLIDING WINDOW PANELS
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Taking Queens Pride to the Streets

It was a day for the pols to show their colors, inlcuding Julissa Ferreras  
and Jimmy Van Bramer.  Photo courtesy of Council member Van Bramer

The face-painting concession at the Pride Parade had a real flair. Just ask (l-r) Ailene, Ricardo and Alex.  
Photo by Julie Weissman

Tempo Libero, a bar in Jackson Heights, makes a classic appearance in the line of march.  
Photo by Madina Toure

Entertainer Candy Samples and a fan, Marcus Wolleen, meet up at the 
Pride festival after the parade.  Photo by Julie Weissman

Tym Moss, star of his own Internet radio show, warms up the crowd from 
the festival stage.  Photo by Julie Weissman

Mayor Bill de Blasio, with wife Chirlane McCray (l) and City Council President Melissa Mark-Viverito (r), was one 
of the grand marshals of the parade.   Photo courtesy of Mayor's office/Ed Reed
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674

INSTRUCTORS WANTED
HHA - Spanish & English

and Q24, Q56and Q58, Q55, B52, B26, B54

Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

ENROLL NOW! NEW FOR JUNE!
a division of
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 6/12/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

20k miles, Stk#3788

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888
           MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2009 Ford Flex, 69k A14526 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 6/12/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$17,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

E FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'11 HONDA ODYSSEY

35k miles, Stk#4830

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, PMU 534295 $3,995
 2007 Hyundai Santa Fe, xx 081751 $4,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
 ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995

 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
  2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
          MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!
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What’s the difference be-
tween a career college and 
community college? While 
both types of learning institu-
tions share the goal of enrich-
ing students’ lives through 
education, the experience they 
provide to students can vary 
greatly.

Community colleges are de-
signed to serve a diverse group 
of students, from recent high 
school graduates to those look-
ing for educational and social 
enrichment. To meet the needs 
of this varied student body, 
community colleges tend to 
offer numerous programs and 
classes, but don’t necessarily 
focus on hands-on job skills.

Community colleges typi-
cally offer non-degree classes 
and two-year associate degree 
programs for those looking to 
later transfer to a traditional 
college or university. With the 
recent national push encour-
aging high school students to 
further their education, many 
community colleges are strug-
gling to cope with the surge in 
new students, which has re-

sulted in large class sizes and 
waiting lists for many popular 
programs.

At career colleges, the main 
focus is to prepare students for 
the workforce once they grad-
uate. These career-focused 
schools want their students to 
have the necessary skills to 
hit the ground running their 
first day on the job. This inten-
sive approach is made possible 
with classes of smaller sizes 
that are taught by experts who 
are working in their field.

Some may know career col-
leges as vocational schools, 
tech schools or trade schools, 
and more recently they have 
expanded to include many 
more in-demand career pro-
grams. In addition to the tra-
ditional trades, career colleges 
now also focus on graphic de-
sign, information technology, 
business, criminal justice and 
health care professions.

For those who are thinking 
about enrolling in college, have 
a specific career in mind and 

excel in a hands-on learning 
environment, a career college 
might be a good option. Most 
students at career colleges 
have already tried community 
or even traditional colleges and 
are looking for programs that 
train them for the workforce, 
not post-graduate education.

The Association of Private 
Sector Colleges and Universi-
ties provides a wealth of infor-
mation about career colleges. 
Notably, there are a few key 
distinctions found at career 
colleges.

• Career colleges’ curricu-
lums are designed to meet spe-
cific needs of employers. They 
focus on specific tasks stu-
dents will need to accomplish 
in their field of training.

• Much of the curriculum at 
a career college will be spent 
focusing on actual tasks that 
will need to be completed on 
the job.

• Career-focused training 
is most appropriate for jobs 
that require technical train-
ing. For example, students 
in graphic design get a lot of 

hands-on training with design 
programs like Adobe InDesign 
and Photoshop so they become 
proficient and are ready to 
work once they finish their 
degree.

• Many staff members of 
career colleges are also work-
ing in the fields they teach and 
can help students gain a better 
understanding of what might 
be expected of them once they 
get a job.

• Career colleges have a 
team of career services repre-
sentatives who can help stu-
dents prepare resumes, prac-
tice interview skills and locate 
job search resources. 

• Career colleges are typi-
cally accredited by national 
accreditation agencies that 
measure faculty experience 
and outcomes such as gradu-
ation and employment rates. 
Conversely, community col-
leges and traditional colleges 
are most often regionally ac-
credited and are measured on 
areas such as student learn-
ing, teacher effectiveness, and 
resources available.

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Community vs. career colleges: How to choose one

Answer a few questions to determine if community or career college is 
the right choice. 
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Obesity can lead to 

several health problems

Diabetes, heart disease and 
hypertension are a few of 
the health risks that can 
result from being severely 

overweight. Bariatric surgery is an effective 
and sometimes only option proven to 
reduce the risks of these conditions.

If you are determined to improve 

or regain your health - The 

experts at Flushing Hospital 

Bariatric Services can help you 

to live free from obesity.

Our multi-disciplinary team 
of health care providers is 
compassionate and dedicated to helping you. 
We offer a variety of minimally invasive and 
robotic technologies to provide you with the 
best outcomes.

The Weight
Is Over!

Surgical procedures include:

Jeanese Barriteau
Bariatric Coordinator

Dr. Sanjeev Rajpal Dr. Paul Thodiyil

We Have a Level of 

Expertise You Can Trust

To learn more about the Bariatric Services at 
Flushing Hospital Medical Center, 

please call (718) 670-8908 or visit 
www.FlushingHospital.org/BariatricSurgery
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Councilmember Rory Lancman at the Electchester Street 
Fair stopped at the Queens Library booth to show his 
 support.   Photo courtesy of Councilmember LancmanCouncil member Mark Weprin announces his resignation from the council with a curt, business-like tweet.   Twitter

For some as-yet-inexplicable reason, this sign is now on dis-
play in the rest rooms of the Queens Botanical Garden.  

Photo via DNA Info Twitter

State Sen. Jose Peralta marks the first CUNY DREAMers 
graduation ceremony at the CUNY Graduate Center in 
Manhattan. The DREAM Act makes undocumented stu-
dents who arrived here as minors eligible to participate 
in the state's Tuition Assistance Program.  

Photo courtesy of State Sen. Peralta

Councilmember Paul Vallone presents proclamations to 
Baysiders Phil Konigsberg and Eileen Miller for their dedi-
cation to tobacco-free advocacy. Pictured are (l-r) Vallone, 
Konigsberg, Miller, NYC Smoke-Free youth engagement coor-
dinator Vanessa Yvon and community engagement coordina-
tor Joel M. Bhuiyan.  Photo courtesy of Council member Vallone

Karla Barreto Ayala (c), a 5th grader at PS 22, is the winner of the Flushing Medical Center's "Name the Robot Challenge,"  a 
contest to promote the hospital's new robotic surgerical device. Surgeons Dr. Alejandro Alcaide (l) and Dr. Roberto Cantu Jr. 
helped pick the winning name, Leonardo Jr. Karla's whole class got a pizza party as first prize.  Photo by Caroll Alvarado

St. Gregory the Great School in Bellrose has started 
building a memorial garden in honor of NYPD Det. Brian 
Moore, who was killed on duty earlier this year.    

Photo courtesy of St. Gregory the Great School
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Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners

Q: As a homeowner, I am very aware of the limited amount of money I have to spend on home improvements. While I like the look 
and idea of a PVC fence, I am concerned it will cost more than a wood fence. What should I look for when comparing the cost of wood 
and PVC?

A: Wood and PVC fencing are initially very similar in cost at the time of a new installation.  However, over time, you could possibly 
incur costs for maintaining your wood fence.  Painting, sanding or staining are costly ex-
penses that come with maintaining your wood fence over time.  PVC fencing requires little 
to no maintenance over the life of the fence.  A simple power washing annually will keep the 
fence looking new for many years to come.  Consider these factors when choosing a material 
for your fence project.
 
Q: I consider myself a handyman, but have no desire to dig holes and install my own fence. 
However, I do believe a proper fence installation is as important as the fence itself. How are 
Amendola’s PVC fences installed?

A: Amendola’s Fence Co. installs all of their PVC fencing with the posts 3 feet in the ground 
with a proper cement footing.  All of the sections are interlocking tongue and groove that sit 
into the horizontal support rail, which has steel in it and interlocks into the post.  Gate posts 

���������	���
�������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������
Racking or stepping on uneven properties may be necessary.  Post caps are secured and all of the fence is hand washed at the comple-
tion of the installation.
 
Do you have a question for the experts at Amendola’s Fence? Stop by any of their three convenient locations in Baldwin, Jericho, or 
Amityville NY or call them at 1-800-BUY-FENCE. See their entire line of fencing at www.Amendolas.com.

Homeowners  Fence Questions Answered 
By The Experts At Amendola’s Fence Co.

A recently installed PVC fence in West Islip 
from Amendola’s Fence Company adds beauty 
and privacy to any backyard.
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Join the hundreds of students who have committed to

THE LIU BROOKLYN
EXPERIENCE

��������	
���	���	���	��������������	��������	���	��������	������	������
�	���	������������	
LIU Brooklyn delivers a unique college experience for every student seeking academic enrichment 
and professional opportunity. Upon graduation, our students join a community of more than 
���,��� alumni to �ecome glo�al leaders in �elds that include� 

Apply today and learn more about program 
and degree options. liu.edu/express 

• Accounting
• The Arts
• Health Sciences

• Media
• Education
• Business

• Technology
• Nursing
• Public Service

EXPRESS DECISION WEEK
Open to prospective freshmen, 
transfer and graduate students

June 15 - 20

REGISTER TODAY

Find out.

Christ the King High School Religion teacher, Paul Norman was ordained as Deacon in the Brooklyn Queens 
Diocese at a ceremony that took place on May 23rd at St. Joseph Co-Cathedral in Prospect Heights. 

Deacon Norman is a Christ the King Alumn (Class of ’77).  He has been at CK for over 30 years, where he has 
served the school as faculty, Dean, Chairperson of Religion Department as well as Summer School Principal.

As a Deacon, Mr. Norman has been ordained into a life of service within the Church.  He has the power to 
administer the sacraments of Baptism and Communion.  He also has the ability to preach and assist at the 
altar. Deacon Norman is assigned to serve at Our Lady of Hope Church in Middle Village. 

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Teacher Ordained as Deacon

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

What goes great with coffee 
and tea?  Live music, beautiful 
artwork and a relaxing ambi-
ance.

Showcasing pieces by 
neighborhood talent, along 
with soothing piano and gui-
tar performances, the Red 
Pipe Organic Café on Austin 
Street is bringing a little bit 
of the SoHo art scene to Forest 
Hills. 

Hosted by the café’s three 
owners, Rene David Alkalay, 

Giorgi Tabagari and Dim-
itry Benjamin, a recent event 
there celebrated a new exhibit 
featuring artwork created by 
four Queens-based artists, 
who mingled with curious pa-
trons, as the sounds of local 
musician Lou Michaels’ jazz 
guitar filled the room. 

While the lattes were flow-
ing, the artists discussed their 
works, which are for sale and 
now on display through July 
8. Alkalay called it a “magi-
cal evening” and said he was 
glad that each artist sold one 

of their pieces.
Forest Hills-based artist 

and regular, Katherine Liepe-
Levinson, recommends Red 
Pipe’s aromatic chamomile 
lavender tea, which is brewed 
with a special press that’s 
brought to your table. 

She has lived in the area 30-
plus years and her apartment 
is around the corner from the 
cafe. You can see her images 
of houseboats in the water, 
fresh water ponds, waves and 
the like, displayed all over the 
café’s front area. 

Focusing on “our precious 
water resources,” Liepe-
Levinson said she’s currently 
using digital photography, 
along with a program called 
Adobe Lightroom, and shoots 
all her work in raw format. 

“When you shoot in j-peg 
format, the camera is doing 
a form of processing for you; 

raw images means the camera 
hasn’t added contrast, so you 
get dark room-like images,” 
she said.

Visual artist Susan Varo’s 
work hangs in the café’s cozy 
back area. The Corona resi-
dent founded My Works of Art, 
LLC in 2006 and her pieces 

Continued on Page 40

COFFEE 
with side of

 ART

New works by 

borough artists 

line the walls 

at Forest Hills’ 

Red Pipe Café 

on Austin Street

On display at the Red Pipe Café in Forest Hills are (l. to r.) a 
piece by artist Susan Varo, a colorful abstract work by Rosie 
Rinsler and a photograph by Katherine Liepe-Levinson.  

Photos courtesy Susan Varo, Rosie Rinsler and Katerine Liepe-Levinson

 Sudoku 36
 Arts & Entertainment 39
 Crossword Puzzle 40
 Guide to Dining 42
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

If you’re too broke to live in 
Brooklyn, but still want to pa-
tronize joints that have B-bor-
ough attitude, Julia’s Wine & 
Beer Bar is your kind of place. 

Nestled in the heart of rap-
idly-becoming-trendy Ridge-
wood, it has that on-a-shoe-
string charm, quirky menu 
and locavore orthodoxy our 
sister borough is known for.  

The shoestring, by the way, 
came in the form of a Kick-
starter campaign. It was the 
second such venture for own-
ers Denise Plowman and Crys-
tal River Williams.  Their first 
was Café Norma, a coffee shop 
and bakery on nearby Catalpa 
Avenue.

Julia’s offerings are re-
stricted to beer, wine and 
biggish small plates. As far 
as we could tell, none of the 
beverages have transgressed 
the boundaries of New York 
State, with several of the beers 
claiming Queens origins.   

While there is no hard li-
quor served here, there is an 

intriguing selection of wine 
and beer cocktails.  

We loved the “Green God-
dess” made from muddled Thai 
basil ginger, fresh squeezed 
lime juice, and sparkling 
wine.  The glass was rimmed 
with sugar.  Other intriguing 
options included Pepper In-
fused Riesling with candied 

jalapenos, or the Queen Bee 
with honey mead, sherry and 
vermouth and port infused 
cherries.

If complicated cocktails 
aren’t your thing, there are 
local beers like Transmitter’s 
NY2 Oak Grisette, a farmhouse 
ale/saison that uses all New 
York state malts and hops, and 

does their brewing in Long Is-
land City.  

The wines are all identified 
as “NY or organic/sustain-
able.”

Plan to linger over your 
drinks for a while, as it took 
a good 45 minutes for our first 
morsel of food to arrive.  

We probably should have 
ordered Julia’s beer nuts: spicy 
bacon fat roasted mixed nuts 
with brown sugar and sesame.  
Surely a bowl of nuts, no mat-
ter how special, can’t take 45 
minutes.  Our server offered 
no explanation or apology for 
the long wait.  It must be genu-
ine slow food.

Fortunately, the food was 
mostly worth the wait, and 
we had cleverly mellowed out 
with a couple of drinks.  

Buffalo flowers was a veg-
etarian version of that other 
popular bar food from Buf-
falo.  Roasted cauliflower and 
halved Brussels sprouts came 
tossed in a spicy Buffalo sauce, 
topped with shaved blue cheese 
with a side of chive yogurt.  All 

Ridgewood's Julia's Wine & Beer Bar includes a vegetarian version 
of the bar food staple wings. Here, Buffalo flowers are roasted cauli-
flower and halved Brussels sprouts in a spicy Buffalo wing sauce.  

Photo by Suzanne Parker

A taste of hipster Brooklyn in heart of borough 

DINING 
OUT

Continued on Page 39

Julia’s Wine & Beer Bar offers diners trendy pub fare fl avors without leaving Ridgewood

Answers in Sports

IF YOU GO

Julia’s Beer &
 Wine Bar

818 Woodward Ave., 
Ridgewood

(917) 909-1314 

Price Range: Small plates $5--8
Cuisine: New American Hipster

Setting: Small, woody, changing
 art shows on walls.

Service: Excruciatingly slow
Hours: Monday — Sunday, 

5 p.m. -1 a.m.
Reservations: Yes

Alcohol: Wine, beer, cider
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Not ideal 
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes 

Noise level: Can be noisy
 when busy

Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: For phones 
and tablets only
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Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

LUNCH SPECIALS
$795

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 12 NOON–3P.M.

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD
CAESAR

GARDEN
*ADD GRILLED CHICKEN + $3
*ADD GRILLED SHRIMP + $4

SANDWICHES
MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE

SAUSAGE & PEPPER
** PARMIGIANA ON REQUEST

Pasta 
Dishes

Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

NO SUBSTITUTIONS 
OR TAKEOUT

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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BY MERLE EXIT

There are still a few 
days to experience Pan-
orama Europe, a unique 
showcase of contemporary 
features that are being co-
presented by Museum of 
the Moving Image and the 
European Union National 
Institutes for Culture.  
Panorama Europe gives 
New York audiences what 
may be their only chance 
to see acclaimed films 
from the festival circuit 
on the big screen. 

Here is a list of movies 
shown Saturday, June 13 
and Sunday, June 14.

Saturday brings 
two films starting with 
“Breathe” at 2 p.m. by di-
rector Mélanie Laurent. 

Actress-turned-direc-
tor Laurent’s impressive 
sophomore feature is a 
gripping portrait of teen-
age friendship turned 
toxic. High-school senior 
Charlie is immediately 
drawn to the effortlessly 
cool, confident new girl in 
school, Sarah. But what 
starts as a seemingly per-
fect friendship sours as 
it grows into something 

dangerous, obsessive and 
ultimately tragic. 

“Breathe” captures 
the turbulence of the ad-
olescent years with raw 
emotional honesty.

“The Unexpected Life” 
screens at 4 p.m., directed 
by Jorge Torregrossa.

One of Spain’s most es-
teemed actors, Javier Cá-
mara, delivers a winning 
performance in this bit-
tersweet romantic com-

edy. He stars as a Spanish 
ex-pat trying to make it 
as an actor in New York 
City. When his more con-
ventional cousin arrives 
for a visit, the pair ini-
tially seem to have little 
in common. But as they 
bond over their shared 
Spanish heritage, each 
makes surprising discov-
eries about life and love. 
A charming valentine to 
New York City, “The Un-

expected Life” offers wise 
and witty insights into 
what it means to be a for-
eigner in a new country.

The European flavor 
continues Sunday, June 
14, with “Magical Girl” 
at noon, directed by Car-
los Vermut.

This mind-bending 
neo-noir begins as a tale 
of a father desperate to 
fulfill his dying daugh-
ter’s last wish: to own an 

extravagantly expensive 
dress from her favorite 
Japanese anime. The 
lengths to which he goes 
to secure the garment 
lead him down a rabbit 
hole of depravity. The 
film won the Golden Shell 
award for Best Film and 
the Silver Shell for Best 
Director at the 62nd Inter-
national Film Festival in 
San Sebastian, Spain.

That is followed by 
“Age of Cannibals” at 
3 p.m., directed by Jo-
hannes Naber.

Corporate greed runs 
amok in this scorching 
satire of capitalism at its 
dirtiest. Set exclusively 
within the claustropho-
bic confines of luxury 
hotel rooms—with only a 
vaguely defined cityscape 
outside the windows to 
suggest a wider world — 
“Age of Cannibals” fol-
lows two business consul-
tants whose sole objective 
is to make more money for 
their international clients. 
But when they’re passed 
over for a promotion and 
assigned a new, no-non-
sense female partner, the 
men wind up headed for a 

breakdown of epic propor-
tions. Propelled by tour-
de-force performances, 
this ultra-dark comedy 
goes deliriously off the 
rails as it exposes the de-
humanizing effects of the 
corporate rat race. The 
film won multiple Ger-
man Film Critics Awards, 
including Best Feature 
Film.

“Violet” is the closing 
night film. It is preceded 
by live music by the Flem-
ish band St. Grandson in 
the museum’s courtyard, 
starting at 5:45 p.m., The 
7 p.m. screening will be 
followed by a reception. 

Belgian director Bas 
Devos immediately grabs 
viewers with his film’s 
startling opening: the 
stabbing death of a teen 
as recorded by a mall’s 
CCTV cameras. What fol-
lows is a senses-shatter-
ing exploration of grief, 
as the victim’s friend, a 
troubled BMX biker who 
witnessed the murder, 
deals with the emotional 
fallout.

For tickets and further 
information: www.mov-
ingimagine.us

Joséphine Japy (l.) and Lou de Laâge in Melanie Laurent’s “Breathe,” screening at 
Museum of the Moving Image as part of the Panorama Europe 2015 festival. 

Photo courtesy Jerome Plon/Film Movement

Take a cinematic trip overseas here in Astoria 
Museum of the Moving Image schedules foreign fi lms in its Panorama Europe series

W
ashington, D.C. has 
a population of about 
650,000 in 61 square 
miles; Queens has an 

official count of 2.3 million, 
nearly four times as many, in 
109 square miles.  Which one 
do you think has more real 
theaters?  

Well you don’t have to be a 
Jeopardy contestant to know 
that it’s our nation’s capital. 
By far.

When I talk about real the-
aters, I mean those venues that 
were created exclusively for 
the performing arts.  Queens 
has two: Queens Theatre in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park and the Black Spectrum 

Theatre in Roy Wilkins Park.  
That’s it.  

Sure there are lots of com-
munity theaters located in 
churches and synagogues, 
and many other companies 
performing in old buildings 
and storefronts, as well as out-
doors, all proving that theater 
can exist anywhere.  But a real 
theater is so much better.

My first wife and I recently 
spent a week in D.C., and saw 
two shows there: “Man of La 
Mancha,” produced by The 

Shakespeare Theatre, and 
“Vanya and Sonia and Masha 
and Spike,” an Arena Stage 
production.  Shakespeare has 
two venues, one built in 1992 
and the other in 2007, both 
joined as the Harman Center 
for the Arts.  Arena has the 
second largest performing arts 
complex in Washington, after 
the renown Kennedy Center, 
with three stages at the Mead 
Center for American Theater, 
opened in 2010.  

These spaces are modern 
and comfortable, and the city 
has several more.

Of course, we here in 

Queens have Manhattan on 
the other side of the East Riv-
er, with 40 Broadway houses, 
and dozens of Off Broadway 
venues, providing top quality 
entertainment and enlighten-
ment.  I encourage you to take 
an occasional bridge-and-tun-
nel trip, although it certainly 
will be time-consuming, espe-
cially if you take the car and 
travel on our archaic road-
ways, and the toll at the box of-
fice will be budget-busting.

And that’s the rub.  Man-
hattan theater is real expen-
sive and getting there can be 
mind-numbing.  Even with 
discounts and special deals, 
most tickets will set you back 
at least $100, and the best seats 
go for a premium of several 
hundred more.  The tourists 

support Broadway, while our 
senior home-grown audiences 
do the rest.

Let’s get younger people to 
see good plays and musicals at 
an affordable price, and make it 
easier for the older generation 
to get to a venue, by building 
some real theaters right here in 
Queens.  State-of-the-art facili-
ties in comfortable theaters are 
what we need – and deserve.  

If D.C. can do it, so can we. 
There are some groups who 
make the most of what they 
have.  For example, Variations 

Theatre Group performs 
contemporary work in the 
cozy Chain Theatre (a former 
factory) in Long Island City.  
From June 12 through June 28, 
they’re holding their 3rd An-
nual Unchained Theatre Festi-

val, 16 pieces from ten minutes 
to full-length plays.  

Out near the beach, the 
Rockaway Theatre Compa-

ny resides at the former post 
movie theater at Fort Tilden.  
Many years of renovations 
made by lots of volunteers 
have turned it into a quality 
venue.  In June and July RTC 
presents “Guys & Dolls”, and 
in August, “Little Shop of Hor-
rors.” (Speaking of Tilden, 
Bayside has the demilitarized 
Fort Totten – can someone tell 
me what’s up over there?)  The 

Killing Kompany, our area’s 
mystery dinner theater group, 
shows up at Riccardo’s in Asto-
ria on Father’s Day, June 19th.  
Audience participation guar-
antees a lot of fun.

Following up on last 
month’s column, Isabel Rob-

in’s Joy Through Music caba-
ret brunch has been postponed 
to Sunday, June 28, at 11 a.m., 
at the Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center.

Contact Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com.

Queens should take page from D.C. theater
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

And that’s the rub. Manhattan theater 
is real expensive and getting there can 

be mind-numbing. 
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MUSIC

Music in the Garden: 
Quintet of the Americas — 
The highly acclaimed quintet 
presents a program, “The 
Melting Pot,” featuring the 
premiere of “Variable Winds” 
by Flushing composer Daniel 
Ott. 
When: Sunday, June 14, at 
2:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, 
$2/students with ID and 
children 3 - 12
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Drum Band Concert: Hip 
Pickles — The interactive 
drum band performs. 

When: Thursday, June 18, 
at  6 pm
Where: Buddy Monument 
in Forest Park, Park Lane 
South and Myrtle Avenue, 
Richmond Hill
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

FILM

Movie Night in South 
Richmond Hill — Bring a 
blanket or low chair for a 
showing of “Muppets Most 
Wanted.” Popcorn and ices 
will be served. Board games 
begin at 7 pm. The movie 
starts at dusk. 
When: Friday, June 12, at 
7 pm
Where: Phil “Scooter” 
Rizzuto Park, 95th Avenue 

between 125th and 127th 
streets, South Richmond Hill
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Movie Night in College 
Point — Bring a blanket or 
low chair for a showing of 
“Frozen.”
When: Friday, June 12, at 
8:30 pm
Where: MacNeil Park, 
Poppenhusen Avenue and 
115th Street, College Point
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

KIDS & FAMILIES

Family Day at Rufus King 
Park — A day of crafts, 
games, face painting and 
more. 
When: Saturday, June 13, 
from 1 pm - 4pm
Where: Rufus King Park, 
Jamaica Avenue between 
150th and 153rd streets, 
Jamaica
Cost: Free 
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

the zip with much less fat 
than the original.

Purple Prosciutto 
hash was a fry-up of pur-
ple potatoes, sweet pota-
toes and Prosciutto in a 
pesto sauce.  It was tasty, 
but kind of too much of 
a good thing.  A portion 
about half this size with 
an egg on top would be 
wonderful.  

We managed two of 
the four types of turn-
overs offered — pork and 
beef.  Both came in hefty 
pairs with a delightful 
mini salad of baby spin-
ach and toasted pumpkin 
seeds.  The pork which 

had been slow cooked 
in NY beer with pep-
pers had a nice kick and 
a deep rich flavor.  The 
beef version, braised in 
NY red wine was equally 
pleasing, but without 
the heat.  The pastry 
was light and flaky, as it 
should be.  

There are no sweets 
on offer here, but if you’re 
looking for a finale, the 
Savory NY Cheese plate 
might just do the trick.  
The cheeses are from 
Sprout Creek farms, an 
artisanal cheesemaker 
in Poughkeepsie.  The 
two cheeses on offer here 
are both made from raw 
cow’s milk.  Toussaint is 
a crumbly cheese with a 
distinctive Alpine flavor.  

Kinkead is semi-firm, 
and a bit pungent.  The 
cheeses are served with 
black garlic onion jam 
and house-made wheat 
crackers.

The Bottom Line

Julia’s Beer and 
Wine Bar abounds with 
creativity in décor and 
menu.  Its prices are sur-
prisingly wallet friendly 
for such handcrafted 
fare and generously por-
tioned.  If you’re looking 
for a place to enjoy the 
pleasures of artisanal 
food without leaving our 
borough or breaking the 
bank, you need look no 
further than Julia’s.

Continued from Page 36 

Julia’s

Memoriesare made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363

FOLLOW US ONFOLLOW US ON

ADOPT A PET

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 

25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Bay Terrace Shopping Center
212-45 26th Ave.
Bayside, NY 
SAT JUN 13 • 12PM – 5PM

CATS IN THE CRADLE &  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Photo By Ellen Dunn



40    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, JUN. 12–18, 2015 TL

include portraiture, still 
life, and landscape, cre-
ated in the style of real-
ism, as well as bold, col-
orful abstracts. 

Varo said most of 
what she paints “reflects 
a specific and special 
moment in time before 
it’s gone, and sometimes, 

it’s all about the beauty 
or the feeling from it.”  

And her inspiration 
comes from the people 
she meets, her travels, 
and images that evoke 
creativity.

Varo’s many art ex-
hibitions include Local 
Project in LIC, Queens 
Museum of Art, Langs-
ton Hughes Community 

Library and Cultural 
Center in Corona, and 
the United Nations. She 
has an upcoming exhi-
bition at Belmont Park 
Racetrack and a perma-
nent one at New York 
Hospital Queens.

Rosie Rinsler’s influ-
ences are Paul Klee, Van 
Gogh, Picasso and Peter 
Max. The artist grew up 

Continued from Page 35 

RED PIPE

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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By Ed Canty

Spectacular
Across
1. Fresh talk
5. Fizzless
9. Clock standard: 
Abbr.
12. Block house?
14. Wash
15. Peter, Paul and 
Mary, e.g.
16. Decision-maker
18. Go ballistic
19. Michener best 
seller
20. Space between 
two points
22. Marching band 
member
24. Mock
25. Bone connector
29. Litter's littlest
30. Three-time Hart 
Trophy winner
31. "Halt!"
33. Spring buy
36. Ride without 
pedaling
39. Pitching stat
40. Sting, for one
41. City or circle 
starter
42. Blockhead
44. Shell mover
45. Monopoly card
47. Without warning
50. Frightened
52. Actor John of 
"Sands of Iwo Jima"
53. Like many 
swords

55. Insignia
59. Blocks
60. Steinway 
product
62. Bible vessels
63. Send off
64. Large Japanese 
guys
65. Musical notes
66. Itch cause
67. Schooner part

Down
1. Sound of 
resignation
2. Taj Mahal locale
3. Popular side
4. Accord 
competitor
5. Tough bug
6. Grease

7. Steer clear of
8. Hardly verbose
9. National Park in 
Wyoming
10. Chop finely
11. Carry
13. Loathing
15. New hire
17. Is in harmony
21. Bridge support
23. Put in the pot
25. Math points
26. Caddie's 
offering
27. City in North 
Dakota
28. Matadors 
opponents
32. ___ New 
Guinea
34. Twofold

35. Lively
37. Crystal ball 
gazer
38. Tire pattern
43. Beat barely
46. Word with clam 
or gold
48. Deadens 
acoustically
49. Element #68
50. On the ball
51. Skin layer
53. Way up the 
mountain?
54. Speaker's place
56. Tibetan priest
57. Baseball's 
Slaughter
58. Lion's share
61. To the ___ 
degree

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

OUTWARD BOUND
T E M P E S C E N E M V P
A C O R N A A R O N O I L
R O B E R T F R O S T B O A

S O M E R S R O I L S
I M B I B E R B E D L A M
G O O D E N U N L A D E
L O B E S N O U T P S I
O R C L O T T E R Y H A D
O E R A L O I S G O R E

A N N E A L F A U N A S
A T T I C S A I L M E N T
U N C L E T I N N E D
D O H L O B S T E R R O L L
I T I O N A I R T O R M E
T E T T E R S E S P E N D

and still lives in Forest 
Hills, and said she’s excit-
ed to display her artwork 
in her neighborhood.  

“Art is my love, my 
joy and my therapy,” 
Rinsler said. “I like to do 
work that makes people 
happy.”

Her speciality is 
greeting cards, which 
she sells at Potter’s 
Wheel in Kew Gar-
dens and other shops in 
Queens and Brooklyn. 

Floral Park artist El-
yse Fratti Elquezabal’s 
beautiful mixed media 
work hangs in the back 
of the café, by the piano. 

“When I paint, there 
aren’t any mistakes,” she 
said. “Or, as (TV) art-
ist Bob Ross used to say, 
‘only happy accidents.’”

On a warm summer 
day or evening, Red Pipe 
Café’s doors open onto 
the sidewalk and you can 
see folks relaxing on a 
vintage sofa and convers-
ing over coffee or tea, or 
sitting at a table, hooked 
up to their laptops or iP-
hones after work, prob-
ably enjoying time away 
from Manhattan’s noise 

and crowds.
“When I was in Man-

hattan in the ’60s and 
’70s, I used to go to a lot 
of cafes. In those days 
they were artsy places,” 
Alkalay said. 

He said he wanted to 
create a venue for local 
artists, so when the café 
first opened, his vision 
for it was to recreate the 

community-type places 
he’d been to, “where art 
could flourish and people 
could come and share in 
art, music, and poetry.” 

Red Pipe Organic Café 
is located at 71-60 Austin 
St. in Forest Hills. It’s 
open from 7 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
For more information, 
call (718) 544-0604.

Co-owner Giorgi Tabagari makes pours a drink for a 
customer at the Red Pipe Cafe in Forest Hills.  

Photo by Tammy Scileppi

PRODUCTIONS

“Floyd Collins” — The 
musical, written by Adam 
Guettel and Tina Landau, is 
based on the true story of 
cave explorer Floyd Collins, 
who became trapped inside 
a cavern, and the country’s 
fi rst media circus that sprang 
up surrounding the rescue 
effort in 1925 Kentucky.
When: June 12 - June 27; Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday at 8 pm
Where: Ophelia Theater, 21-12 
30th Road, Astoria
Cost: $18, Sunday is pay 
what you can
Website: www.
opheliatheatre.com

“Guys and Dolls” — Luck 
be a lady, tonight, when the 
Rockaway Theatre Co. stages 
the classic American musical 
based on the stories of 
Damon Runyon.
When: June 26 -June 28, 
July 10 - July 12, July 16- July 
19
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Fort Tilden, 
Far Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/

seniors and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.
org

AUDITIONS

“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” — The Gingerbread 
Players will present 
Shakespeare’s magical 
comedy in the fall. No 
appointment is necessary to 
audition. Actors will read from 
the script, and depending 
upon the role, may be asked to 
sing. Rehearsals begin in July 
on weekends. 
When: Friday, June 19, 
from 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm and 
Sunday, June 21, from 2 pm 
- 4 pm
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 
85 Greenway South, Forest 
Hills
Contact: (718) 268-6292

“Cliffhanger” — The 
Douglaston Community 
Theatre is holding auditions 
for its fall production of 
James Yaffe’s comedy-
thriller. Three men — 

including one who looks like 
a college student — and two 
women are needed for the 
cast. 
When: Monday, June 22, and 
Tuesday, June 23, from 7:30 
pm - 9:30 pm
Where: Zion Episcopal 
Church Hall on Church 
Street, Douglaston
Contact: (718) 482-3332 or 
DougCommThtr@gmail.com

“Footloose” — HCJ Teen 
Drama Group will hold 
auditions for its production 
of the musical version of 
the hit movie. Auditions 
opens to teenagers ages 13 
- 19. Besides cast members, 
HCJ is also looking for 
set designers and stage 
crew. Five-night-a -week 
rehearsals begin June 
28 for the Aug. 6 opening 
night. 
When: Monday, June 22, and 
Tuesday, June 23, at 7 pm
Where: Church of the Holy 
Child Jesus Msgr. Murray 
Auditorium, 111-02 86th Ave., 
Richmond Hill
Contact: (718) 847-1860 or 
hcjteendrama@gmail.com
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661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 |  516.487.9200 |  unionprimesteak.com

“The Food is the Real Standout”

“The steaks are prime 35-day dry-aged beef. The bone-in rib steak was everything a 
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“Very Good” – NY Times
“Stunning décor, excellent service and memorable food 
make it the perfect spot for a special-occasion dinner”

“The signature dessert is a warm cinnamon bun served in a black iron skillet. 
It is meltingly delicious”

A Fresh, New Modern Steakhouse 
in a Legendary Location.
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The city Department for 
the Aging gave up $3 million 
of its operating budget, based 
on efficiency savings that 
the commissioner was asked 
to identify, but Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) said 
it is evident from the services 
being cut that Mayor Bill de 
Blasio is not responding to the 
growing needs of seniors in 
the city.

Vallone, of the Council 
Committee on the Aging, and 
committee chair Margaret 
Chin (D-Manhattan) grilled 
DFTA Commissioner Donna 
Corrado about the cuts, ask-
ing her to reveal how the cuts 
would be made up for in her 
agency’s budget during an ex-
ecutive budget hearing.

“In just 10 years, the popu-
lation of seniors in this city 
will increase by 50 percent. 
And this budget didn’t go up 
by a dollar. If that’s not a cut, 
I don’t know what is,” Vallone 
said during the hearing.

Chin said the committee 
had challenged de Blasio to 
come up with a budget line for 
DFTA that was fiscally respon-
sible, progressive and honest. 

“It is clear from looking at 
the agency’s budget, that the 
administration did not meet 
that challenge,” she said.

DFTA’s budget was in-

creased for geriatric mental 
health for seniors and deliv-
ered-meal programs. But with 
a total budget of $269 million, 
DFTA is short $3 million from 
the amounts identified as a 
baseline last fiscal year.

Vallone and Chin said they 
were disappointed to see a 
$400,000 cut to social adult day 
care as well as the remainder 
of the loss that was to the city’s 
senior centers and program-
ming.

“We are going into our fi-
nal month with big gaps, and 
we are really going to need the 
administration to step up and 
help us address these gaps,” 
Chin said. “We are talking 
about our city’s most vulner-
able population.”

Despite earlier budget ne-
gotiations, when the commit-
tee was promised a $2 million 

request-for-proposal for pro-
grams to combat elder abuse, 
the RFPs went out at $800,000. 
And Chin said the committee 
had identified the need for an 
additional $4.3 million for se-
nior center operations, which 
also was not included in the 
executive budget.

But there is a historical 
context behind why DFTA in-
creases were not included in 
the executive budget .

“I think that has to do with 
some historical ways that pro-
grams and contracts have been 
procured in the past,” Corrado 
said to Chin. “I know the base-
line funding that was one way 
that helped the situation a 
great deal, but we are moving 
in a direction on which it’s not 
necessarily contingent.”

Corrado said the baseline 
is no longer a good measure, 
because the needs for aging 
services are not only growing, 
they are changing.

She said several programs 
are starting to be accepted by 
Medicare and have procured 
other sources of funding. But 
where needs are changing, 
such as in geriatric mental 
health, Corrado said the $1.4 
million allotted is small, but 
will help DFTA carefully de-
sign a program that will run 
efficiently. She said there is 
no need for more funding until 
specifics are worked out.

BY BILL PARRY

A new concert series kicks 
off in Sunnyside Thursday 
with a live performance by the 
Street Beat Brass Band, under 
the No. 7 subway station at 46th 
Street on Bliss Plaza from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. The performance 
series, “Third Thursdays in 
Bliss Plaza” brings free con-
certs to the new public space 
on the third Thursday each 
month through October.

Sunnyside Shines, the lo-
cal Business Improvement 
District, and ReCreate Queens 
partnered to curate the series 
by launching a public call for 
artists in March which re-
ceived over 50 submissions. 
Each are professional Queens-
based musicians and perform-
ers. The Sunnyside-based 
Street Beat Brass Bands will 

present a multicultural pro-
gram of brass music.

On July 17, Ali Bello & The 
Sweet Wire Band will present 
Latin Jazz fusion invigorated 
by different Afro-Carribean 
music styles. Future perfor-
mances by Dilmeastronauta, 
McManus Irish Dance and the 
Afro Latineers round out the 
series.

“We are really looking for-
ward to programming this 
great new public space,” Sun-
nyside Shines Executive Di-
rector Rachel Thieme said. 
“Bringing arts programming 
to Bliss Plaza helps create a 
dynamic place and generates 
foot traffic and activity in the 
neighborhood, which benefits 
businesses, residents and visi-
tors alike.”

The performance series 
received initial funding from 

the Queens Council on the 
Arts and a crowdfunding cam-
paign which raised money 
from community members. 
ReCreate Queens is a coalition 
of community-based organiza-
tions committed to building 
more spaces for creativity in 
Sunnyside and Woodside.

“As a coalition of neighbors 
and creative professionals who 
want to ensure that the arts 
thrive in the area, it’s critical 
to us to showcase local artists 
and make their work acces-
sible to everyone,” ReCreate 
Queens founding member 
Nancy Kleaver said. ““With 
support from the community 
we are able to pay our artists 
what they deserve and estab-
lish an annual series that will 
grow over time. We can’t wait 
to launch this new tradition.”

BY BILL PARRY

Socrates Sculpture Park 
has announced the schedule 
for its Outdoor Cinema film 
festival. Now celebrating its 
17th year, the popular festi-
val features open-air cinema, 
music, dance and food, held 
in the 5-acre waterfront park 
in Long Island City.

Unlike other outdoor film 
festivals around the city, So-
crates Sculpture Park distin-
guishes itself by its critically 
acclaimed, international ar-
ray of titles, programmed by 
Film Forum in collaboration 
with Rooftop Films.

Each film is screened in 
its original language with 
English subtitles, and for the 
first time this year, every 
film will be projected onto a 
40-foot wide screen.

“Don’t Look Back,” direc-
tor D.A. Pennebaker’s cine-
ma verite portrait of a young 
Bob Dylan on tour in Britain 
in 1965, kicks off the festival 
July 1. The opening sequence 
of the film, with Dylan in the 
alleyway, discarding plac-
ards on which his lyrics are 
scrawled, has become a cul-
turally iconic moving image 
that has been ripped off ad 
infinitum. Some call it the 
greatest music documentary 
ever.

Every Wednesday eve-
ning embodies the culture of 

the film’s country of origin 
by featuring regional cuisine 
from Queens restaurants and 
performances by local musi-
cians and dancers.

“This season spans nearly 
five decades of filmmaking, 
presenting historic docu-
mentaries alongside recent 
cinematic achievements, in-
cluding the very first film 
directed by a Saudi woman,” 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
Executive Director John 
Hatfield said. “We couldn’t 
be more thrilled to present 
all eight films on the 40-foot 
screen at the water’s edge, 
creating a magical cinematic 
experience here in Queens.”

Admission to films and 
performances are free of 
charge. The evening’s food 
and performance line-up will 
be updated on Socrates Sculp-
ture Park’s website.

“There’s not a better sum-
mertime activity than a film 
under the stars with family 
and friends,” Mayor’s Office 
of Media and Entertainment 
Commissioner Cynthia Lo-
pez said. “The festival truly 
embraces the diversity of 
local talent and celebrates 
international cinema and 
outstanding documentary 
works. The outdoor festival 
showcases emerging artists 
and award-winning filmmak-
ers in one of New York City’s 
most popular green spaces.”

Socrates Park announces their schedule for this season's Outdoor 
Cinema festival, now in its 17th year. Photo courtesy Socrates Park

PAUL VALLONE

International cinema
fest at Socrates Park

Sunnyside starts concert series

Seniors underfunded
Vallone, committee on aging call for increased services

her instructional videos, 
“Krushing Attacks,” and 
teaches the game to Amelie 
at the Marshall Chess Club 
in Manhattan. The Forest 
Hills chess champion goes to 
school on the Upper East Side 
at TAG Young Scholars .  . 

At the chess tournament 
in Mexico, 357 kids battled it 

out on the game board. The 
tournament is held annually 
and it is the championships 
for the region. Stakes at the 
game can be high because if 
players perform poorly they 
won’t be able to move on to the 
championships in Greece. 

“But for now she gets a 
break from chess as the golf 
season begins,” Tam said. 
“She’s really talented at that, 
too, and has a real love for 
it.” 

Continued from Page 18

Chess
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The Delightful Festival:
Asian (Indian) Delights

Delightful Music: Charanams 
Delightful Cuisine: Rajdhani

Delightful Film: “Salaam Bombay!”
When: Friday, June 12th - 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm
Where: The Jamaica Center for Arts & Learning

161-04 Jamaica Avenue
Jamaica, New York 11432

How Much: Free, Free and Free

Make a recommended reservation at:
http://www.TheDelightfulFestival.com

http://www.facebook.com/TheDelightfulFestival
 

The Delightful Festival is presented by:
A Better Jamaica, Inc.

With the generous support of:
New York City Council Member Rory Lancman

New York City Council Member I. Daneek Miller
The New York City Council

The New York City Department of Cultural Affairs

The Delightful Festival:
Asian (Bangladeshi) Delights

Delightful Music: Wahid Azad 
Delightful Cuisine: Dhaka Sweets

Delightful Film: “Matir Moina”
When: Saturday, June 13th - 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm
Where: The Jamaica Center for Arts & Learning

161-04 Jamaica Avenue
Jamaica, New York 11432

How Much: Free, Free and Free

Make a recommended reservation at:
http://www.TheDelightfulFestival.com

http://www.facebook.com/TheDelightfulFestival
 

The Delightful Festival is presented by:
A Better Jamaica, Inc.

With the generous support of:
New York City Council Member Rory Lancman

New York City Council Member I. Daneek Miller
The New York City Council

The New York City Department of Cultural Affairs

JUNE 1, 2015 (Flushing, NY) - 
Flushing Hospital Medical Center 
is happy to announce the addition 
of James F. Giglio, MD as the new 
Chairman of Emergency Medicine.  
Dr. Giglio joined Flushing Hospital 
on April 27, after serving 17 years 
as the Chief of Emergency Medicine 
for New York Presybertian Hospi-
tal’s Columbia and Allen campuses.

Dr. Giglio brings many years of 
Emergency Room experience and is 
very excited to be in his new role of 
serving one of the most culturally 
rich and ethnically diverse commu-
nities in the entire nation.  Flush-
ing Hospital treats over 40,000 pa-
tients in its Emergency Department 
every year. Many of those patients 
have roots from around the world 
and they bring their languages 
and customs with them when they 
come to Flushing Hospital’s ER. 
Dr. Giglio believes that is the job of 
the ER doctors to understand and 
respect everyone’s beliefs and tradi-
tions and to treat each patient as an 
individual.

Dr. Giglio’s philosophy comes 
from years of experience working in 
the Emergency Room. In that time, 
he has seen a dramatic change in 
how care is delivered. “In the past, 
ER doctors had a singular role – to 
save lives, and the long ER waits 
and impersonalized care that was 
associated with this way of provid-
ing treatment was accepted,” states 
Dr. Giglio, who added, “That way of 
thinking needs to be flipped upside 
down.  I believe that just as impor-
tant as providing life-saving care 
is doing it in a compassionate and 
respectful manner, where every 
person who visits our ER feels like 
they are our only patient.”

What made Flushing Hospital the 
right fit for Dr. Giglio is both share 
a desire to improve the health of the 
community. Many of the people who 
come to Flushing Hospital don’t 
have a primary care physician and 
need assistance finding the best 
resources to maintain and improve 
their health.   Flushing Hospital has 
added many services and initia-
tives to educate the community and 
provide them with the tools to live a 
healthier lifestyle.  “Improving the 
wellness of our community is one of 
our highest priorities for Flushing 

Hospital and those efforts should 
start in the ER” states Dr. Giglio

While compassion and indi-
vidualized care are priorities for 
everyone in Flushing Hospital’s ER, 
running an efficient department 
that provides well-coordinated care 
with the hospital’s entire network 
of services is equally important. To 
ensure that every aspect of patient 
care is addressed, Dr. Giglio plans 
to take a very “hands-on” approach 
to running the Emergency Depart-
ment.  Dr. Giglio states, “I can’t wait 
to get to know the community, take 
care of the emergency care needs, 
and offer them help to better man-
age their health so together we can 
build a healthier Flushing.”

Flushing Hospital Medical 
Center serves a community of over 
1.9 million residents throughout 
Queens. This 293-bed facility is an 
accredited community teaching 
hospital that has over 40 general 
and specialty clinics, including 
Internal and Pediatric Medicine, 
Ophthalmology, Podiatry, OB/GYN, 
Dentistry, and Mental Health. The 
hospital also has the only patient 
Geriatric Medical Unit in Queens 
and an extensive Community Out-
reach Department. In 1999, FHMC 
was credited with discovering an 
outbreak of the West Nile Virus. 
Flushing Hospital Medical Center’s 
mission is to provide superior ser-
vice to patients and the community 
in a caring environment. For ad-
ditional information, please contact 
Public Affairs at 718-670-8930.
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Sports

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

This was supposed to be 
a rebuilding year for Arch-
bishop Molloy. It nearly be-
came a championship season 
before falling two wins shy of 
a return trip to the final.  “We 
struggled to start the year,” 
Molloy Coach Brad Lyons said. 
“But any time you make it to 
the final four in this league 
you’ve had a good year.”

The seventh-seeded Stan-
ners’ bats couldn’t figure out 
Farrell sophomore starter 
Vincent Zappulla, as he 
pitched a complete game and 
led No. 8 Farrell to a 5-2 victo-
ry in the loser’s bracket of the 
CHSAA Class AA champion-
ship tournament at Fordham 
University June 8. 

“He did a good job of mix-
ing it up with his curveball 
and keeping the ball down,” 
Lyons said. “We got a couple 
of hits, but we couldn’t string 
them together.”

Molloy had its chances to 
put runs on the board, leav-
ing eight runners on base. 
Two runners were left on in 
both the third and sixth and 
Molloy only managed one to-
tal run in those frames. 

The Stanners had their 
best opportunity to rally in 
the seventh. Molloy loaded 
the bases with two outs on 
two hit-by-pitches, a walk 

and an error. Everything was 
going their way, but Farrell’s 
Zappulla found a way to work 
out of his third jam of the 
game to close out the win.

Farrell, on the other hand, 
was able to capitalize on the 
opportunities that they got 
throughout the game. The 
Lions’ aggression on the base 
paths consistently put pres-
sure on the Molloy defense 
and pitchers as they stole five 
bases, three of which were by 
sophomore Hayden Gumb. 

In the fourth inning, soph-
omore Ruben Jimenez gave 
up two of his three runs. He 
pitched four innings in all, 
giving up three hits. In the 
fifth inning, Molloy brought 
in Vasilis Hatzinikolaou in 
relief. He struggled in his first 
inning of work, giving up two 
runs, but settled down in the 
game’s final two innings and 
held Farrell scoreless. 

Even though Molloy’s sea-
son ended Monday night, they 
know they are in great shape 
for next season as all but two 
players from this year’s ros-
ter return. Senior ace Scott 
Hannon will cherish his 
memories in Briarwood.  

“My favorite memory was 
playing for coach [Jack] Cur-
ran freshman year and the 
fact that every year this team 
fought to the very end.” Han-
non said.  

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Monsignor McClancy’s 
miraculous playoff run won’t 
have a storybook ending. 

The sixth-seeded Crusad-
ers played themselves to with-
in a win of making the CHSAA 
Class AA Intersectional title 
game when they beat Queens 
rival Archbishop Molloy last 
week, but that final win eluded 
them. McClancy fell to fourth-
seeded Salesian 5-3 on June 6. 
Three days later they suffered 
a season-ending 4-2 loss to No. 
8 Monsignor Farrell at Ford-
ham University in the loser’s 
bracket final of the double-
elimination tournament.

“It beat any expectation 
any of us had going into the 
season,” senior designated hit-
ter Franklyn Coste said. “It’s 
something that, even though 
we came up short, we are nev-
er going to forget.”

McClancy’s best chance to 
take control of the game came 
in the bottom of the sixth in-
ning. Consecutive two-out sin-
gles by Coste and Danny Ruiz 
put runners on second and 
third after a throwing error by 
the left fielder. Farrell starter 
Vin Vitacco then got Ryan 
Neuweiller to ground out to 
end the threat. He allowed two 
runs on five hits and struck 
out six for the complete-game 
win.

“He was hitting his spots,” 
said Coste of Vitacco. “He was 
throwing strikes. It was hard 
to get something going against 
him.” 

Farrell (19-6) on the other 
hand did all of its damage with 
two outs against Crusaders 
starter Frank Albericco. The 
junior surrendered four runs, 
two earned on seven hits over 
seven innings. The Lions got 
to him in the opening frame 
after two routine fly outs.

A throwing error gave 
Thomas Medina the chance to 
deliver a two-run double to left 
to make it 2-0. McClancy (15-10) 
answered in the bottom of the 

frame when Coste singled to 
score Jorge Mercado and An-
drew Santora to tie the score 
at 2-2.

The Lions took the lead for 
good in the third. They stroked 
three straight two-out singles, 
one of which resulted in an 
RBI from Medina and gave 
them a 3-2 advantage. Farrell 
added an insurance run in the 
top of the seventh. 

“You are one pitch away 
from getting out of an inning 
and it could turn into some-
thing big,” Albericco said of 
watching Farrell score two-
out runs.

McClancy played the game 
with head coach Nick Melito 
watching from the Fordham 
press box. He was ejected dur-

ing the loss to Salesian and 
was serving a suspension. De-
spite watching from afar he 
was proud of all his team ac-
complished this season and of 
the chemistry it had. 

“I don’t think we are the 
most talented team, but I 
think we are the most cohesive 
team,” Melito said.

He wants his returning 
players, a core of sophomores 
and juniors, to remember 
what it was like to play in 
high-pressure situations, on 
college fields and in situations 
where execution becomes that 
much important. They sound 
like they will

“We got a taste of it,” Alber-
icco said. “But we are not done 
yet.”

McClancy starter Frank Albericco delivers a pitch against Farrell.   
Photo by Robert Cole

Scott Hannon's and Molloy's season ends at the hands of Monsignor 
Farrell.   Photo by Robert Cole

McClancy season ends
Defeat from Lions knocks them out of CHSAA fi nals

Stanners bats quiet 
in loss to Farrell
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Former Christ the King 
star Sierra Calhoun has a new 
home. The freshman guard, 
who left the Duke women’s 
basketball program in Janu-
ary, announced last week that 
she has chosen to transfer to 
Ohio State over St. John’s. 
Calhoun declined comment 
on her reasons for leaving the 
Blue Devils, or about her time 
in Durham, but she is pleased 
to get a fresh start.

“It hasn’t been stressful or 
anything,” Calhoun said. “I’ve 
just been excited to figure out 
where I am going to go and 
where I am going to start off 
the next chapter in my life and 
college career.”

The former McDonald’s 
All-American and Brooklyn 
native said her decision came 
down to Ohio State and St. 
John’s, which was tops among 
local schools recruiting her. 
She thanked Red Storm coach 
Joe Tartamella and his staff.

“I had a great relationship 
with the St. John’s coaching 
staff,” Calhoun said. “They 
did a great job recruiting me.”

While the prospect of re-
turning to Queens to play 
was appealing, she ultimately 
joined coach Kevin McGruff 

and a Buckeyes team that lost 
in the Big Ten title game and 
made it to the second round 
of the NCAA tournament this 
year. The Buckeyes announced 
Calhoun will redshirt the 
2015-16 season while fulfilling 
transfer requirements and will 
be eligible to play in 2016-17.

“I just had a great relation-
ship with the coaching staff 
and the players,” Calhoun said. 
“I feel like it was the best fit.” 

Calhoun will head to Ohio 
State this summer to begin 
summer classes. She missed a 
semester after abruptly leav-
ing Duke before the team’s Jan. 
4 game against Wake Forest.  
She started all 13 games for 
the Blue Devils and was aver-
aging 10.1 points, 3.8 rebounds 
and 1.4 assists per contest.

She led Christ the King to 
a 21-4 record and a CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens title—aver-
aging 24 points, 9.3 rebounds 
and four steals per game as a 
senior. The Buckeyes are hap-
py to add her to their roster.

“She is an outstanding 
person who will add a tremen-
dous amount to our program,” 
McGruff said. “She should be 
a terrific fit as we continue 
our march toward national 
prominence in women’s col-
lege basketball.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

It was bedlam at Belmont. 
The screams of 90,000 fans 

were deafening as they filled 
the air. Raised hands, high 
fives and flying beverages 
tossed in celebration joined 
those screams as American 
Pharaoh galloped down the 
straightaway unchallenged 
and into the history books.

It was bedlam at Belmont, 
the kind you can’t get any-
where else. 

“All I did was take in the 
crowd,” said American Pha-
raoh trainer Bob Baffert. “The 
crowd, it was thundering.”

American Pharaoh ended 
the 37-year wait for a Triple 

Crown winner and became 
just the 12th horse ever to do 
so at Belmont Park June 6. 
Affirmed was the last horse 
to manage the feat in 1978. 
People jumped up and down, 
kissed their loved ones and 
shed tears.  

American Pharaoh is the 
fifth wire-to-wire winner at 
the Belmont Stakes, beating 
second-place Frosted. His time 
of 2:26.65 was the second-fast-
est by a Triple Crown winner 
and sixth-best ever in the race. 
American Pharaoh’s jockey 
Victor Espinoza knew from 
the start how special the day 
would be.  

“In the first turn,” Espi-
noza said, “he broke a little 
step slowly, but in two jumps 
I was just right ahead in the 
lead. That’s right were I want 
to be.” 

American Pharaoh stayed 
there, never relinquishing his 
place in the race and his spot 
atop a sport so desperate for 
a real star. He came to New 
York as one after winning the 

Kentucky Derby and cruising 
to victory in the Preakness. 
Countless fans wore Ameri-
can flag attire—from shirts, 
to pants, to bow ties. Chants 
of “USA! USA! USA!” fell over 
Belmont before the race and 
only grew louder and louder 
once the race ended.

“There was something 
about this horse,” Baffert said. 
“He’s just brought it every 
time.” 

No one ran for the exits like 
they did just last year when 
California Chrome faltered 
out of the gate and finished 
fourth. As Espinoza took his 

victory gallop in front of them 
they stayed, they stood and 
they cheered a little more with 
cellphones and cameras in 
hand. 

You can’t miss out being the 
first generation with Triple 
Crown selfies and Instagram 
videos. You have to capture 
the sights and just as much 
the sounds. I did because after 
hearing the place as Real Qui-
et lost by a nose 17 years to the 
day in 1998 I know how special 
the sound is.  

Madison Square Garden 
holds 20,000 people. Yankee 
Stadium 50,000 and MetLife 
82,000. None of that compares 
to the sound at Belmont for a 
Triple Crown race. A Triple 
Crown winner—forget it. 

Teams and players win a 
championship every year. We 
have now 12 Triple Crown 
winners in 96 years. If you 
were lucky enough to be there 
to live it, remember the sights 
and the sounds.

It was history. It was bed-
lam.      

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

The rail birds at Belmont Park got the best view of their favorite horse 
crossing the finish line into history.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Former Christ the King hoops star and Brooklyn native Sierra Calhoun is transferring to Ohio State after leav-
ing Duke last January.

Reaction to Belmont is as memorable as race

Calhoun set for fresh start at Ohio State
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GET OUT OF YOUR GM LEASE EARLY.***

SPOILYOU
WAY!EAST HILLS

let us the

855-782-1680EAST HILLS CHEVY 
DOUGLASTON

Must present ad to receive advertised specials. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All leases subject to primary lenders approval. Must qualify for Tier 1 credit approval. Must finance 80% thru dealer. Cruze, Equinox, Malibu, Trax, Traverse 
& Impala pricing reflects credit union and educator rebates. All leases are 10k miles per year. Customer responsible for wear and tear at 25 Cents additional per mile. **Diesel and synthetic oil additional. ***Must be in GM Master Manifest list to 

qualify. Not all buyers will qualify. All pricing includes competitive lease (non GM‘99 or newer) or GM loyalty rebate. All leases require $1995 down (Cruze $995 down) $595 bank fee, plus tax, tags, dmv and dealer fees. Due at Signing (excludes tax, 
tags & fees)= Cruze $1639, Equinox $2639, Malibu $2659, Impala $2739, Traverse $2709, Trax $2659, Tahoe $3039, Camaro $2759. All rebates/incentives assigned to dealer. Pictures for illustrative purposes only. Not valid on prior deals. No two 

offers can be combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for complete details. Douglaston dmv# 7105766, dca# 1279637. Ad expires 5 days after publication.

2015 CHEVROLET
CRUZE LS

Stk# S0342, Reference #17344, 
Auto, 1.8L Turbo, PW/PL, 

Bluetooth, XM Radio, Remote 
Keyless Entry, Traction Control

MSRP $19,695
LEASE FOR

$49
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$14,969
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX LT

Stk# S0841, Reference #17346, 
Auto, 2.4L V4, Power Drivers 
Seat, Remote Start, Back Up 

Camera, Tinted Glass, Roof  Rack, 
Bluetooth, MSRP $28,370

LEASE FOR

$49
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$21,259
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
MALIBU LS

Stk# S1047, Reference #17358, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, Remote Start, 

Bluetooth, Remote Keyless Entry, 
Cruise Control, 10 Airbags

MSRP $23,840
LEASE FOR

$69
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$18,249
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAX LT

Stk#S0849, Reference # 17351, 
Auto, 1.4L Turbo, Aluminum 

Wheels, Tinted glass, Remote Start, 
Cruise, Rear Camera 10 Airbags

MSRP $23,900
LEASE FOR

$69
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$18,949
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE
AWD LS

Stk# N151552, Reference 
#17360, Auto, 3.6L V6, 8 Way 
Power Drivers Seat, Bluetooth, 

Back Up Camera, MSRP $34,420LEASE FOR

$119
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$28,129
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
IMPALA LS

Stk# S0358, Reference #17359, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, Rear Park Assist, 
Bluetooth, Remote Keyless Entry, 

10 Air Bags, Cruise
MSRP $28,455

LEASE FOR

$149
PER MO.

39 MOS.

$20,999
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
CAMARO LS

Stk# N15511, Reference 
#35574, 6 Speed Manual, 

3.6L V6, 323HP, Bluetooth, 18” 
Aluminum Wheels, A/C

MSRP $25,005
LEASE FOR

$169
PER MO.

39 MOS.

$21,495
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
TAHOE LS 4X4

Stk# N151661, Reference 
#35578, Auto, 5.3L V8, 4x4, 20” 
Wheels, Cloth Front Bench, Rear 
Park Assist, Bluetooth, Power 

Seats, Remote Start, Rear Camera
MSRP $50,495LEASE FOR

$449
PER MO.

39 MOS.

$46,995
SALE PRICE

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

Auto Rewards Earnings 
Program 
Up To $5,000 Vehicle Discount - For 
You, Friends or Family.

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want.**

Members-Only Parts & 
Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

FREE NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

FREE Service Loaner 
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

FREE Drop-Off Valet 
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

FREE Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

FREE Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

FREE Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

FREE Gift Certificate 
Rewards 
Your Achievements Unlock Gifts.

FREE Lost Key Return 
Service 
Keeping You Worry-Free & Hassle-Free.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH PURCHASE:

And Much More!

EXCLUSIVE

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Chris Mullin has enjoyed 
a successful first two months 
as St. John’s men’s basketball 
coach, reloading a depleted 
roster. The real work begins 
soon as the former NBA All 
Star and executive hits the 
road for his first full summer 
of recruiting after getting a 
taste in April.

Mullin is ready and eager 
to get back at it.

“The grind, getting out 
there, I kind of like it,” he said. 
“I was surprised by the level of 
basketball. They’re talented. I 
was really impressed.” 

He made sure to stress how 
helpful veteran recruiters and 
assistants Barry Rohrssen 
and Matt Adelmassih have 
been before participating in 
the “True Blue” Charity Soft-
ball Game at Yankee Stadium 
on June 3. The schedule and 
targeted players for July are  

mapped out and his coaches 
have helped him get in touch 
with the right people nation-
ally. Mullin, who expects to 
add a third coach before July, 
said there are similarities to 
scouting in the NBA. It is just 
a longer wait for the hard work 
to pay off.

“If you have good feedback 
in the NBA you get a signature 
or you move to the next guy,” 
Mullin said. “It’s more of a 
constant process and staying 
on top of guys until they actu-
ally make their decision.”

His coaching philosophy 
is to play the best players, 
particularly at the guard 
spot—not just fill roles. Plenty 
of top kids made unofficial 
visits to St. John’s last week-
end. According to reports, 
top city prospects Jose Alva-
rado (Christ the King), Sidney 
Wilson (St. Raymond) and 
Shamorie Ponds (Jefferson) 
were on campus, along with 

a host of other top players. 
Later in the week Mullin saw 
Raysheed Jordan, his best re-
turning player, leave to pursue 
a professional career. He is in 
search of future top talent for 
the Johnnies. 

“I would take a better play-
er over position,” Mullin said. 
“Then it’s on me to figure out 
how to make it work,”

Mullin enjoyed a break 
from the grind to play for a 
good cause in the True Blue 
softball event. Proceeds from 
the event benefited the Silver 
Shield Foundation, the NYC 
PBA Widows’ and Children’s 
Fund, and the families of 
fallen NYPD officers Brian 
Moore, Rafael Ramos and 
Wenjian Liu. Mullin was part 
of the celebrity team of New 
York sports figures and CBS 
personalities that played short 
games against squads of New 
York City police officers. The 
event drew more than 17,000 
spectators to The Bronx and 
held a special meaning for 
Mullin.  

“You feel safe when the po-
lice are strong and they are 
supported by not only their ad-
ministration, but by the com-
munity,” he said.   

Mullin, who played base-
ball at Power Memorial 
Academy, said the last time 
he played softball was more 
than three decades ago on 
the concrete of Utica Avenue 
in Brooklyn. The rust didn’t 
show, as Mullin preformed 
solidly, starting the first game 
in centerfield.

“It’s very emotional hav-
ing family and friends that 
are policemen,” he said. “It’s 
close to my heart and I think 
it’s wonderful that people are 
getting together and honoring 
them. The loss is what stays 
with you, but when people get 
together good things happen.”

St. John's basketball coach Chris Mullin played in the True Blue charity 
softball game before getting ready for his first summer recruiting trips.  

Photo by Robert Cole

Mullin ready to recruit Jordan leaves 
SJU for pros

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Rysheed Jordan will not be 
back in a St. John’s uniform 
after two tumultuous seasons 
in Queens. 

The star sophomore guard 
is leaving the program to pur-
sue professional basketball 
opportunities, according to a 
press release from the school 
on Friday. 

“Playing professional bas-
ketball has always been a goal 
of mine,” Jordan said in the 
release. “I believe I am ready 
to take the next step in my bas-
ketball career and plan to work 
hard to achieve my dream of 
playing in the NBA. I am thank-
ful for the opportunities and 
support St. John’s University 
has provided to me. This deci-
sion was made with my family’s 
best interests in mind.”

The Philadelphia native 
averaged 12 points and three 
assists in 60 career appear-
ances during his two seasons 
with the Johnnies under head 
coach Steve Lavin. He isn’t eli-
gible to play in the NBA until 
2016-17 because he did not de-
clare for this year’s draft, but 
can play in the D-League or 
overseas this coming season.

“We support Rysheed and 
wish him well in his profes-
sional endeavors,” said St. 
John’s coach Chris Mullin. 
“He has the potential to play at 
the highest level of our sport.”

His departure comes after 
reports that Jordan was ex-
pected to be academically in-
eligible for the fall semester, 
as first reported by the Daily 
News. The New York Post re-
ported that Jordan could have 

returned for the second semes-
ter had he completed summer 
courses, but decided to go pro 
instead.  

The 6-foot-4 Jordan was the 
second-leading scorer on last 
year’s team, which reached 
the NCAA Tournament. He 
ranked ninth in the Big East 
with 14.1 points per game, and 
dished out 95 assists. Jordan 
was a Big East All-Rookie 
Team selection in 2013-14 and 
had 38 double-figure scoring 
performances over his career. 

He had been expected to be 
a big part of Mullin’s first team 
next season. Instead the Red 
Storm will likely lean heavily 
on incoming freshman Mar-
cus LoVett Jr. to fill the point 
guard spot. Just four scholar-
ship players remain from the 
Lavin Era.

Jordan entered St. John’s as 
a potential NBA Lottery pick 
because of his quickness and 
athleticism. Inconsistent play, 
off-the-court issues and lack 
of development kept him from 
truly realizing that status.  

He dealt with the murder of 
one of his best friends, Aaron 
McDaniels, before his fresh-
man year and his aunt, Niaja 
Kane, was killed last Febru-
ary. Jordan was suspended a 
game for a violation of team 
rules his first season and was 
disciplined last year by Lavin 
for a homophobic tweet. 

Lavin did not allow him to 
speak to the media because he 
felt Jordan had to focus on his 
academics. Jordan spoke just 
once at the team’s NCAA tour-
nament press conference. The 
NCAA requires all student 
athletes to be made available.

St. John's sophomore Rysheed Jordan, shown here in a game against 
Georgetown last year, is jumping to the NBA next season.  

Photo by Robert Cole
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lectual conversation. “I found 
joy in philosophy. It wasn’t un-
til my 24th birthday that I real-
ized I was finally able to apply 
for financial aid.” There was 
laughter from the audience 
and Castaño flashed a smile. “ 
We cannot be afraid to disturb 
the status quo. Go out there 
and fight for a better world. 
Do not believe the lie that we 
do not have the voice to make 
change.” 

Wellington Chen, a Trustee 
of the Board of CUNY, made 
a brief speech to welcome the 
graduates and guests. “Every 
single one of you can be a lead-
er,” he said. “It’s not how much 
wealth you acquire, the knowl-

edge you acquire. It’s the im-
pact you make.” Chen brought 
warmth and an encouraging 
feeling to the room before the 
keynote speaker was intro-
duced by Mellow.

The keynote address was 
given by Cecilia Muñoz, the 
Director of the Domestic Poli-
cy Council in the White House. 
She shared her success story 
with the students.

 “My job is to make the 
American dream as real for 
everybody else as it was for 
me,” Cecilia Muñoz said. Mu-
ñoz was born to Bolivian im-
migrant parents. One way 
of achieving the goal of the 
American dream, she added, 
was “ensuring that women 
receive equal pay for equal 
work.”

After Muñoz’s speech was 

finished, students lined up 
to take their diplomas. Each 
announced their name into 
the microphone and included 
their major.

Many students that gradu-
ated already have plans for 
their next step. One of them, 
Krishan Ray, is transferring 
to Hunter College in the fall. 
He will major in urban stud-
ies and plans to continue on to 
grad school to become a pro-
fessor. 

“I like that Cecilia shared 
her experience about her im-
migrant family,” he said. “I 
have been here for only a year 
and a half (from Bangladesh) 
and I can improve. She proved 
that the U.S. is a country that 
values immigrants.”

“This year more students 
will be entering pre-K and 
more parents will be able to 
go back to work or school than 
ever before,” Dromm said. 
“This is an important step for 

the future of our city.”
To file an application dur-

ing the second application 
round, go to www.nyc.gov/
prek.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

their ideas, which he says 
do not work in the outer bor-
oughs.

“Many times their ideas 
are shot down by the commu-
nity boards so he feels that, 
‘Well, if we replace the mem-
bers, then I can get my ill-
conceived initiatives through 
the community boards,’” he 
said. 

White said community 
boards are not responsive to 
safety concerns and do not 
reflect the communities they 
serve.

“We’ve seen rapidly chang-
ing neighborhoods in New 
York City, with an influx of 
new energy, new immigrants 
and if you look at the make-
up of these boards, they’re 

completely out of touch with 
the makeup of the neighbor-
hoods,” White said.

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz does not 
support the bill. 

“BP Katz does not favor 
term limits for community 
board members and there-
fore does not support Council 
member Dromm’s legisla-
tion,” a spokesman for Katz 
said.

Dromm said individuals 
could still sit on the boards’ 
committees, although they 
would not be able to vote, and 
that term limits for executive 
board members are insuffi-
cient.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

city schools.
“This new report gives us 

concrete data on where we 
need to place door alarms in 
our public schools,” Dromm, 
the Council’s education com-
mittee chairman, said in a 
statement. “Avonte Oquendo 
tragically left his school 
without anyone knowing. 
This report aims to prevent 
that tragedy from ever hap-
pening again.”

The DOE prioritized 
alarm installation for ele-
mentary schools and schools 
that serve children with 
special needs. The alarms 
will enhance the Missing 
Student Protocol, according 
to the DOE, requiring that 
9-1-1 be called immediately 
when a student is identified 
as missing.

Once an alarm rings, 
school officials would acti-
vate their Building Response 
Team to coordinate with 
school safety agents, local law 
enforcement and the borough 
safety director, and to detail 
the incident in the Online Oc-
currence Reporting Systems, 

the DOE said.
The DOE said it would also 

administer special training 
to staff and security officers 
at schools in response to the 
report, especially at those 
schools which serve students 
with special needs.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

City Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) surveyed 
the newly installed cameras at 
Pomonok Houses last Thurs-
day with Monica Corbett, 
president of the Pomonok Resi-
dents Association and officials 
from the New York City Hous-
ing Authority.

In 2009, Stavisky allocated 
$200,000 in capital funding 
for the cameras and then As-
semblywoman Nettie Mayer-
sohn (D-Flushing) allocated 
$500,000 in capital funding for 
the system.

“The money that I allocated 
in 2009 is just about coming in 
now,” Stavisky said. “Unfor-
tunately, the Senate doesn’t 
move on these things quickly 
because of the partisan nature 
of the Senate.”

In 2011, then City Council-
man James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) pledged $750,000 
to deploy security cameras 
throughout the complex.

Simanowitz applauded the 
new cameras a step in the 

right direction, but noted that 
the remaining 27 buildings 
need cameras, too. 

“With the installation of 
these security cameras, resi-
dents will get an extra layer of 
protection and feel a greater 
sense of safety,” Simanowitz 
said. “While this is a huge 
step, I am committed to seeing 
every building within Pomo-
nok with these cameras.”

Lancman said this security 
upgrade for the residents of 
Pomonok Houses is long over-

due. 
“It’s great to see the resi-

dents of Pomonok Houses start 
to get the security upgrades 
they need,” Lancman said. 
“These cameras will reduce 
crime and make it easier to 
catch violent criminals going 
forward.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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Elected officials examine new security cameras at the Pomonok Houses 
complex. Photo courtesy Toby Stavisky's office

             Avonte Oquendo 
                           Photo courtesy of NYPD

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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*ALL NEW*

EMPIRE
MEDICAL
S E R V I C E S

A Full Service Facility Under One Roof

V. Chakote, M.D.
Board Certifi ed In Internal Medicine

Jyoti Chakote, M.D.
Board Certifi ed In Internal Medicine

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS FOR WORKER’S COMPENSATION, 
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS AND INTERNAL MEDICINE

 Only $150
Come In For Your 

Flu VaccinePHYSICAL THERAPY
CARDIOLOGY

NURSE PRACTITIONER

PHYSICAL THERAPY

MEDICAL CENTER

Osteoporosis

Disorders

Vaccinations

PAIN MANAGEMENT 

REHABILITATION

DIAGNOSTIC CENTER

www.empiredoc.com


