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BY TOM MOMBERG

The city’s Department of Edu-
cation is currently installing 
alarms on about 50 school doors 
a week with the goal of having 
21,000 armed in more than 1,200 
of its buildings by the end of the 
calendar year.  

The $5.55 million DOE secu-
rity measures come as a result 
of a system-wide survey to evalu-
ate the need for additional safety 
equipment like door alarms. 

That study, concluded in a for-
mal report before the City Coun-
cil, was the first annual report re-
quired by Avonte’s Law, or Local 
Law 36, that the Council passed 
in July 2014 in response to a stu-
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BY MADINA TOURE

Some buildings in the Pomo-
nok Houses complex in Pomonok 
now have new security cameras.

The new system, financed 
with capital funding allocated 
by the offices of state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) and As-
semblyman Michael Simanowitz 
(D-Flushing), includes 30 exterior 
cameras across eight buildings at 
the complex, located at 67-10 Par-
sons Blvd. Equipment that will 
handle additional cameras was 
also installed.

“If someone is attacked out-
side, they will catch them,” 
Stavisky said. “They’ll have foot-
age of any incidents that occur.”

Roughly $6 million in addi-

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The family and friends of Christina Walker, 
the survivor of a murder-suicide in Rosedale, 
announced the creation  of a college fund in her 
name June 6 at St. Clare Catholic Academy. 

Kayakers who use Hallets Cove fear the 
new ferry service would ruin their recre-
ational space with inattentive vessel op-
erators. Photo by Bill Parry

Pols, NYCHA 
reveal cameras 
for Pomonok 

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10

Move mandated 
by Avonte’s Law

In Bolivia, Fiesta del Gran Poder, the Feast of the Lord of Great Power. is a national holiday celebrated with 
huge procecessions of folkloric fraternities and dancing. In Corona, the annual parade draws dance groups 
from as far away as Washington, D.C.   Photo by Michael Shain

SOUTH AMERICAN DANCE

BY BILL PARRY

Several hundred en-
thusiastic supporters of 
ferry service packed the 
180-year-old First Re-
formed Church of Astoria 
Thursday to hear a team 
from the City Economic 
Development Corp. unveil 

their plans for a new ferry 
dock. The 3,000-square-foot 
floating pier will be located 
along the Astoria Houses 
esplanade on upper Hallets 
Cove in time for the imple-
mentation of citywide ferry 
service in 2017, which May-
or Bill de Blasio announced 
during his State of the City 

Address on Feb. 3.
“We are at a turning 

point for Astoria,” City 
Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “This ferry system 
will provide vital transpor-
tation options to an often 
under-served neighbor-
hood. It will also be a sus-

City school doors to be alarmed

Rosedale massacre survivor 
to receive college funding

Astoria talks new ferry slip

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Serving Queens for Over 82 Years

SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 2 ▼

www.oneillsmaspeth.com

Celebrations Made Easy

Half or Full Trays Available   

(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

Diamond Jewelry

Pawning, redefined.

1-800-PLS-PAWN
(1-800-757-7296)

WWW.PROVIDENTLOAN.COM

Short Term Cash Loans
on Fine Watches, Gold &

Diamond Jewelry
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Salads and Sides
HOUSE OR CAESAR SALAD

MARION SALAD 
(SALAMI, CELERY, 

SWEET CHERRY PEPPERS, 
AND PROOVOLONE CHEESE)

MACARONI OR POTATO SALAD
COLESLAW

ROASTED POTATOES
RICE PILAF

MASHED POTATOES
STEAMED BROCCOLI
CREAMED SPINACH 

Appetizers
SHRIMP COCKTAIL
FRIED CALAMARI 

(BUFFALO, 
THAI OR MARINARA)

BAKED CLAMS
MOZZARELLA STICKS

CHICKEN FINGERS
(BUFFALO OR REGULAR)
HAMBURGER SLIDERS

O’NEILL’S FAMOUS WINGS
PIZZA

Main Dishes

CATERING SPECIAL FOR ALL CELEBRATIONS
CORPORATE EVENTS. SOCIAL OCCASIONS. SPORTING EVENTS. 

DINNER PARTIES. SHOWERS. ENGAGEMENT PARTIES.

Bring a smile to every gathering with

O’NEILL’S FAMOUS MOUTH WATERING WINGS
Perfect for parties, events & game days! 
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3FT HERO - *CHICKEN CURLET *AMERICAN *ITALIAN
*ASSORTED WRAPS OR SANDWHICHES - *CHICKEN CAESAR *CHICKEN, ROASTED 

PEPPERS, AND FRESH MOZZARELLA *BLT *TUNA SALAD *AMERICAN *ITALIAN

BAKED ZITI
RIGATONI ALA VODKA
RIGATONI MARINARA

RIGATONI CARBONARA
RIGATONI WITH BROCCOLI, 

GARLIC & OIL
LINGUINI WITH CLAMS-RED 

OR WHITE SAUCE
EGGPLANT ARMESAN

PEPPER STEAK
SLICED SIRLOIN OR 

BEEFROASTED 
VIRGINIA HAM

ROASTED MARYLAND 
TURKEY

CHICKEN FRANCAISE
CHICKEN MARSALA

SLICED CHICKEN 
CORDON BLEU

CHICKEN PARMESAN
LOIN ORDER PORK WITH 

SAUERKRAUT

KIELBASA
SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS

CORNED BEEF AND 
CABBAGE

SHEPARDS PIE
ALASKAN KING SALMON

ST. PETER’S FISH
FRIED JUMBO SHRIMP

FRIED FLOUNDER
STUFFED FILET OF SOLE

SHRIMP SCAMPI

O’Neill’s Maspeth Catering
FOR PICKUP OR DELIVERY

718-672-9696
Half or Full Trays available

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  |  www.oneillsmaspeth.com

Celebrating Your Dads & Grads Parties!
Order Early

Let Dad relax and feel like the King of Queens
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3Taking Queens Pride to the Streets

It was a day for the pols to show their colors, inlcuding Julissa Ferreras  and 
Jimmy Van Bramer.  Photo courtesy of Council member Van Bramer

The face-painting concession at the Pride Parade had a real flair. Just ask (l-r) Ailene, Ricardo and Alex.  
Photo by Julie Weissman

Tempo Libero, a bar in Jackson Heights, makes a classic appearance in the line of march.  Photo by Madina Toure Entertainer Candy Samples and a fan, Marcus Wolleen, meet up at the Pride 
festival after the parade.  Photo by Julie Weissman

Tym Moss, star of his own Internet radio show, warms up the crowd from 
the festival stage.  Photo by Julie Weissman

Mayor Bill de Blasio, with wife Chirlane McCray (l) and City Council President Melissa Mark-Viverito (r), was one of the 
grand marshals of the parade.   Photo courtesy of Mayor's office/Ed Reed
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY BILL PARRY

There’s a new star attraction creating 
quite a buzz at the Queens Zoo. A southern 
pudu fawn, the world’s smallest deer spe-
cies, was born at the zoo May 12, accord-
ing to the Wildlife Conservation Society, 
which operates the zoo, located at 53-51 
111th Street in Flushing Meadows-Corona 
Park.

The arrival of the male fawn brings the 
total number of pudu on exhibit at the zoo 
to three, alongside his parents Josephine 
and Hamilton. The baby doesn’t have a 
name yet but staff members are consider-
ing “Yogurt” and while he’s still tiny in 
stature, weighing only two pounds, he’ll be 
fully grown in 6 months, still only 12 to 14 
inches tall at the shoulder. 

Southern pudu are native to Chile and 
Argentina and exhibit extraordinary be-
haviors, say officials with the WCS. They 
bark when they sense danger and when 
chased, they run in a zig-zag pattern to 
escape predators including owls, foxes, pu-
mas and small cats.

“One of the things we try to here at the 
Queens Zoo is give people an appreciation 
for the diversity of wildlife that exists out 
there and see some of the neat animals that 
are not found here in New York,” Queens 
Zoo Director Scott Silver said. “The pudu 
is certainly interesting and it’s a good 
example of some of the wonders that are 
out there that people don’t normally get a 

chance to see.”
Southern pudu are designated Vulner-

able by the International Union for Conser-
vation of Nature. Using research and con-
servation practices, the WCS is working in 
the pudu’s range countries to grapple with 
ways to curb habitat loss and other threats 
to pudu and other native wildlife.

Silver added that the baby pudu is ex-
pected to draw more visitors to the zoo, 
which is open every day of the year begin-
ning at 10 a.m. Admission is $8 for adults, 
$6 for seniors 65 and over, $5 for kids 3-12, 
and free for children under 3.

For further information, call 718-271-
1500.

Queens Zoo is abuzz 
after tiny deer’s birth

A newly born southern pudu fawn is wow-
ing the crowds at the Queens Zoo. 

Photo courtesy Wildlife Conservation Society

BY BILL PARRY

Pianos are popping up in various loca-
tions around the borough, including the 
Kaufman Arts District in Astoria, LIC 
Landing by Coffeed in Hunters Point South 
Park, the Jackson Heights Post Office, 
Flushing Town Hall and the Unisphere at 
Flushing Meadow-Corona Park. The public 
is invited to twinkle the ivories in an effort 
to promote arts programming.

The non-profit Sing for Hope distributed 
88 of the pianos, each with its own design 
from an artist or designer, around the five 
boroughs, inviting anyone and everyone 
to play through June 21. Then each of the 
pianos will be donated to a school, health-
care facility or community organization in 
need.

“We are delighted to bring back the Sing 
for Hope pianos this year,” Sing for Hope 

co-founders Monica Yunas and Camille 
Zamora said in a statement. “It’s truly spe-
cial to witness the spontaneous moments of 
community that occur around these beau-
tiful, interactive works of art.”

The Manhattan-based group envisions 
a world in which the arts are accessible to 
all. They have outreach programs powered 
by 1,500 volunteers—including opera sing-
ers, actors, jazz musicians, dancers, puppe-
teers and visual artists—to serve everyone 
from school children to healthcare patients 
to seniors in under-sourced communities.

Each piano has a tarpaulin attached to 
protect it from the elements and a mobile 
crew travels to each location to keep the in-
strument in tune. Sing for Hope estimates 
that it reaches 2 million New Yorkers and 
visitors every year and hopes to make it an 
annual event.

Pianos pop up in public places 
for people to perform pieces
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Rikers’ experience blamed in man’s suicide
Family says Kalief Browder was ‘haunted’ by savage beatings, solitary confi nement when he was 16

BY BILL PARRY

The suicide of a young man from the 
Bronx devastated one City Councilman 
from Queens. Kalief Browder, arrested as 
a 16-year-old for allegedly stealing a back-
pack and held on Rikers Island for three 
years without a trial or conviction, hung 
himself last weekend.

“Kalief’s story broke my heart,” Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) said. “I didn’t 
know him personally but I saw the condi-
tions that he was kept under. I just can’t 
believe they would do this to a human, let 
along a 16-year-old boy.”

Dromm has been an advocate against 
the use of solitary confinement of ado-
lescents on Rikers Island and in other 
city prisons. During his time in Rikers, 
Browder was beaten by guards and fel-
low inmates and subjected to isolation for 
extended periods of time, according to a 
widely read New Yorker article last year.

“All New Yorkers share a certain re-
sponsibility for his death and a responsibil-
ity to make sure this never happens again,” 
Dromm said. “They’ve now ended putting 
16- and 17-year-olds in solitary, in large part 

due to our advocacy. So this won’t happen 
any longer, but it still happens to nearly 400 
adults in our city’s prisons every day.”

When he was arrested, Browder’s fam-

ily couldn’t raise the $3,000 bail. His court 
date was continually delayed and the 
charges were dropped in 2013. He may have 
been freed from prison but he was haunted 

by his experiences, his family said. He took 
his own life in his mother’s Bronx home, 
Saturday, at the age of 22.

Browder’s high-profile case contributed 
to the Justice Department’s scathing re-
port last year, which described the “ram-
pant use of unnecessary and excessive 
force” by guards against teenage inmates 
on Rikers Island. Mayor Bill de Blasio 
cited Browder’s case when he proposed his 
sweeping reforms for city prisons.

“Kalief’s story helped inspire our ef-
forts on Rikers Island, where we are work-
ing to ensure that no New Yorkers spend 
years in jail waiting for their day in court,” 
de Blasio said. “There is no reason he 
should have gone through this ordeal, and 
his tragic death is a reminder that we must 
continue to work each day to provide the 
mental health services so many New York-
ers need. On behalf of all New Yorkers, we 
send our condolences to the Browder fam-
ily during this difficult time.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The death by suicide of Kalief Browder breaks the heart of Daniel Dromm, a tireless advocate against 
adolescents in solitary confinement. Photo courtesy of ABC News
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BY BILL PARRY

Patrick Lynch got four 
more years as leader of 
New York City’s largest po-
lice union. The combative 
leader of the Patrolmen’s 
Benevolent Association 
was re-elected to a record 
fifth term by a landslide 
margin of 70 percent in 
what officials are calling 
an “incredible show” of 
union solidarity.

The Bayside resident 
was first elected in 1999 
and built a reputation as 
a fierce advocate for his 
union’s membership, which 
numbers over 24,000. Lynch 
fended off his first election 
challenge in more than a 
decade and cruised to vic-
tory over challengers Brian 
Fusco and Ronald Wilson. 
“We are extremely gratified 
that our members have rec-
ognized the hard work and 
successes that Team Lynch 
has achieved on their be-
half,” Lynch said. “A single 
tenet has and will continue 
to guide us as we look to the 
future: do what’s in the best 
interest of our members. 
These results give our team 
a mandate to continue that 
work. Serving as a New 
York City police officer is a 
noble profession and we are 
honored and privileged to 
represent these courageous 
men and women.”

Police officers cast their 
ballots during a two-week 
period and the results were 
announced last Friday. 

Fusco, a 27-year NYPD vet-
eran and Lynch’s staunch-
est foe, conceded Friday 
afternoon. “The members 
have spoken,” he said, “and 
we respect their decision.”

Lynch became a nation-
al figure during a very pub-
lic battle with Mayor Bill 
de Blasio last winter, after 
a grand jury failed to indict 
an officer in the chokehold 
death of Eric Garner. The 
tension worsened following 
the assassinations of police 
officers Rafael Ramos and 
Wenjian Liu weeks later, 
when Lynch declared that 
de Blasio had “blood on his 
hands,” suggesting he had 

given anti-police protests 
too much leeway.

During the Ramos fu-
neral at Christ Tabernacle 
Church in Glendale, a 
majority of the estimated 
20,000 cops turned their 
back while the Mayor eulo-
gized their slain colleague.

Observers say that those 
tensions have cooled since 
the murder of NYPD Offi-
cer Brian Moore in Queens 
Village in May. The Mayor’s 
office took the high road 
following Lynch’s victory.

“We congratulate Mr. 
Lynch on his reelection, 
and look forward to work-
ing together to keep New 

York the safest big city in 
America, protect and sup-
port our police officers, 
and bring police and com-
munity closer together,” 
spokeswoman Amy Spilat-
nick said.

The PBA remains the 
lone police union without 
a contract. The contract is 
currently in arbitration. 
“The election’s over and 
he’s back to work,” PBA 
spokesman Al O’Leary 
said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Patrick Lynch wins a fifth term as president of the 24,000-member Police Benevolent Association in a 
landslide. Photo by John Minchillo/AP

BY MADINA TOURE
 
The first-ever Global 

Family Reunion, operat-
ing under the notion that 
all individuals are cousins, 
explored the science and 
history of human families 
at the site of the 1964 New 
York World’s Fair in Coro-
na last weekend.

More than 3,700 individ-
uals participated in the re-
union, held at the museum 
at 47-01 111th St. in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
June 6, featured talks from 
genealogists, scientists and 
entertainers covering ev-
erything about families, 
including personal stories, 
ancestry and DNA.

Several thousand more 
individuals participated in 
more than 40 simultaneous 
parties worldwide. 

The reunion also includ-

ed comedy, games, exhib-
its, music and genealogy 
booths. Performers includ-
ed Tuelo & Her Cousins and 
Sister Sledge singing “We 
Are Family.” 

Speakers included Mor-
gan Spurlock, director of 
the “Supersize Me” docu-
mentary and D. Joshua 
Taylor, genealogist and 
president of the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies. 
There were also video pre-
sentations by actor Daniel 
Radcliffe, former U.S. Pres-
ident George H.W. Bush and 
comedian Nick Kroll. 

Proceeds from the event 
will go toward research, 
training and education for 
Alzheimer’s disease. The 
Global Family Reunion is 
partnering with the Cure 
Alzheimer’s Fund and the 
New York chapter of the Al-
zheimer’s Association. 

Police union re-elects Lynch
Bayside resident grabs fi fth presidential victory in landslide vote

Corona event aims 
to show we’re family

Singing group Sister Sledge close the day-long Global Family 
Reunion at the New York Hall of Science with (what else?) their 
greatest hit, “We Are Family.” Photo by Julie Weissman
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718.478.2700
60-44 MAURICE AVE  MASPETH, NY 11378  WWW.MAURICESUPPLIES.COM
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tional funding is needed to 
install exterior cameras, 
elevator cameras and inte-
rior cameras for the whole 
complex, which has 35 
buildings. 

The new cameras will 
only cover roughly 25 
percent of the complex, 
Stavisky said.

“I hope that the housing 
authority will speed up the 
installation of additional 
cameras and provide fund-
ing,” she said.

Stavisky, Simanowitz 
and City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) sur-
veyed the newly installed 
cameras at Pomonok Hous-
es last Thursday with Mon-
ica Corbett, president of the 
Pomonok Residents Asso-
ciation and officials from 

the New York City Housing 
Authority.

In 2009, Stavisky allocat-
ed $200,000 in capital fund-
ing for the cameras and 
then Assemblywoman Net-
tie Mayersohn (D-Flushing) 
allocated $500,000 in capital 
funding for the system.

“The money that I allo-
cated in 2009 is just about 
coming in now,” Stavisky 
said. “Unfortunately, the 
Senate doesn’t move on 
these things quickly be-
cause of the partisan na-
ture of the Senate.”

In 2011, then City Coun-
cilman James Gennaro (D-
Fresh Meadows) pledged 
$750,000 to deploy security 
cameras throughout the 
complex.

Simanowitz applauded 
the new cameras a step 
in the right direction, but 
noted that the remaining 
27 buildings need cameras, 

too. 
“With the installation 

of these security cameras, 
residents will get an extra 
layer of protection and feel 
a greater sense of safety,” 
Simanowitz said. “While 
this is a huge step, I am 
committed to seeing every 
building within Pomonok 
with these cameras.”

Lancman said this se-
curity upgrade for the resi-
dents of Pomonok Houses is 
long overdue. 

“It’s great to see the resi-
dents of Pomonok Houses 
start to get the security 
upgrades they need,” Lanc-
man said. “These cameras 
will reduce crime and make 
it easier to catch violent 
criminals going forward.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

dent’s death.
The bill was introduced 

by Councilman Robert Cor-
negy (D-Brooklyn) after 
Avonte Oquendo, a 14-year-
old boy with autism, was 
found dead on the College 
Point shore a couple of 
months after he ran out of 
an unguarded school door 
in Long Island City.

Cornegy and Council-
man Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) held a 
press conference on the 
steps of City Hall last week 
to announce the details of 
the report, which identified 
a request for door alarms 
at about 97 percent of city 

schools.
“This new report 

gives us concrete data on 
where we need to place 
door alarms in our pub-
lic schools,” Dromm, the 
Council’s education com-
mittee chairman, said in a 
statement. “Avonte Oquen-
do tragically left his school 
without anyone knowing. 
This report aims to prevent 
that tragedy from ever hap-
pening again.”

The DOE prioritized 
alarm installation for el-
ementary schools and 
schools that serve children 
with special needs. The 
alarms will enhance the 
Missing Student Protocol, 
according to the DOE, re-
quiring that 9-1-1 be called 
immediately when a stu-

dent is identified as miss-
ing.

Once an alarm rings, 
school officials would ac-
tivate their Building Re-
sponse Team to coordinate 
with school safety agents, 
local law enforcement and 
the borough safety director, 
and to detail the incident in 
the Online Occurrence Re-
porting Systems, the DOE 
said.

The DOE said it would 
also administer special 
training to staff and se-
curity officers at schools 
in response to the report, 
especially at those schools 
which serve students with 
special needs.

Continued from Page 1 

Cameras

Continued from Page 1 

Alarms

Elected officials examine new security cameras at the Pomonok Houses complex. 
Photo courtesy Toby Stavisky’s office

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

Complete Menu Online: www.JordansLobster.com

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
All offers expire 6/30/15

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED
 1 1/4 lb  3/$33

 Exp. 6/30/15

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$22
FISH & CHIPS 

DINNER

$11

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPONWITH COUPON
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

In an interview with Commu-
nity News Group editors, Bronx 
Borough President Ruben Diaz 
said that the New York City Foot-
ball Club home in the Bronx was 
not viable for the borough and the 
soccer team will continue their 
search for an new stadium home. 
That search will include look-
ing at a Queens site as an option 
again. 

The team came up with an 
proposal to build their stadium 
adjacent to Yankee Stadium in 
the Bronx. But the Bronx propos-
al has come to a halt according 
to Diaz. And the New York City 
Football Club, jointly owned by 
the New York Yankees and roy-
alty from the United Arab Emir-
ates, is looking for another home.

“New York City F.C. is looking 
at sites all over New York City,” 
said Risa Heller, a spokeswoman 
for the team. “We are working 
with the de Blasio administra-
tion to find a world-class site for a 
soccer-specific stadium.” 

Originally, Major League Soc-
cer presented a plan to build a 

soccer stadium in Flushing Mead-
ows–Corona Park. But commu-
nity organizations voiced strong 
opposition to putting the stadium 
in a city park, and the New York 

Mets also raised objections to the 
plan.

After the rejection of the 
Flushing Meadows–Corona Park 
stadium plan, the team briefly 

looked at Aqueduct racetrack in 
South Ozone Park, but opposition 
came from state Senator Joseph 
Addabbo Jr. (D-Howard Beach), 
who cited traffic and congestion 

as major issues. The plan was 
quickly scuttled. 

“We did entertain the 
idea,”Addabbo said. 

Aqueduct Racetrack is on over 
200 acres of land and also houses 
the Resorts World Casino since 
2011. 

“The space and size have be-
come questionable,” Addabbo 
said. “I would love to have a soc-
cer team there because my major 
concern is jobs and it could create 
thousands of jobs. But right now 
it is mere discussion—honestly I 
can’t even picture it there right 
now.” 

Addabbo said that both the 
short- and long-term implications 
of the plan for the community 
have to be thought out, including 
such issues as traffic patterns and 
public safety. He also mentioned 
that his office meets with Resorts 
World Casino on a monthly basis 
to review issues and share up-
dates. 

Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Rockaway Park) was not available 
for comment on the issue. And the 
Mayor’s office could not give a re-
sponse in time for press.  

Aqueduct Racetrack could be an option for the New York City Football Club which is looking for a new home in the city. 

NYC soccer team could be heading to Aqueduct
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tainable and inclusive way to use 
our city’s greatest resource—our 
waterfront. Astorians that live 
near the ferry dock—in Astoria 
Houses, Old Astoria, and Good-
will—are so close to Manhattan 
yet it takes a 30-minute bus ride 
to an overcrowded train to get 
there. Ferry service will change 
that paradigm.”

Bishop Mitchell Taylor, Sr. 
Pastor of the Center of Hope In-
ternational and CEO of Urban 
Upbound, who grew up in the 
Queensbridge Houses and has 
served the community since 1987, 
called the location of the dock a 

game changer.
“The ferry, combined with 

the bike lane along Vernon Bou-
levard and the Q103 bus stop will 
connect the entire waterfront and 
then the underutilized water-
ways,” he said. “This represents 
a sea change for the community. 
I hadn’t seen any movement on 
this waterfront in 30 years. It’s a 
real opportunity beyond just con-
struction jobs.”

Representatives from the 
NYCEDC allayed residents fears 
on parking, citing data that shows 
90 percent of ferry users will 
walk, bike or take the bus to the 
ferry landing. “We don’t expect 
someone to drive here and expect 
to find parking,” James Wong, the 

EDC’s Director of Ferries said. 
“We expect less than 10 extra cars 
a day looking for parking in the 
neighborhood.”

Another concern was voiced by 
recreational kayakers, who have 
used the calm waters of Hallets 
Cove for years. “The East River is 
a natural resource that belongs to 
everybody,” Dutch Kills resident 
Jean Cawley said. “These ferry 
operators refer to kayakers as 
speed bumps on their radios and 
we don’t want there to be a need 
for Vision Zero on the river for 
them to know that we’re on the 
water and should be respected.”

Cawley co-owns the popular 
Dutch Kills Centraal restaurant 
with her husband Dominic Stiller, 

who is a member of Community 
Board 1. “We just want to safely, 
and peacefully, coexist with the 
ferries and we’re not sure how 
that’s going to play out,” he said.

Erik Baard, the founder of 
HarborLAB and the LIC Commu-
nity Boathouse and the event that 
became City of Water Day, is an 
expert on kayaking. Each side of 
his family has worked New York 
Harbor for a century—aboard 
tugs and barges, as marine con-
tractors and in environmental 
education.

“I absolutely support ferry ser-
vice to Astoria but question the 
siting,” Baard said. “The chief 
argument for putting a ferry stop 
in upper Hallets Cove seems to be 

bureaucratic ease—because the 
city already owns the bulkhead. 
That shouldn’t outweigh safety 
and commercial viability.”

He added that Pot Cove on the 
north side of Hallets Peninsula—
where two huge residential devel-
opments, Astoria Cove and Hal-
lets Point, are to be built—would 
be more suitable. “Lower Hallets 
Cove is better because it would 
also attract customers going to 
Costco, while sparing all residents 
the ferry horns that have been the 
subject of complaints from lower 
Manhattan residents.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 
Ferry

“Although Christina is doing 
much better, she still requires 
further treatment and observa-
tion,” said Lorna Simmons, Walk-
er’s cousin. “Together with the 
family and entire community, we 
would like to give her the support 
she needs to build her life and 
chart her future towards any goal 
she desires.”

In January 25  , 12 year-old 
Walker woke up to the sound 
of gunshots when her father, 
Jonathan Walker, in a drunken 
rage, shot and killed her mother, 
grandmother and younger sister 
while they were asleep. Jonathan 
Walker was later found dead in a 
vehicle near JFK with a gunshot 
wound to the head. 

Christina Walker, who called 
911, survived with a gunshot 
wound to her head and was put in 
a medically induced coma. While 

in recovery and living with ex-
tended family, Walker started 
school a couple of months after 
the tragedy and is thriving aca-
demically at St. Clare in Rosedale, 
Mary Basile, the school’s prinic-
pal, said. 

Recently, Walker won sec-
ond place in a spelling bee at the 
school. 

“Christina is doing excellent 
academically,” Basile said. “She 
is a wonderful, sweet person who 
deserves an opportunity to work 

towards her goals and become the 
successful adult we all know she 
will be.” 

Councilmember Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton), St. Clare 
Catholic Academy and the Work-
ing Families Party’s Queens advo-
cate and creative director Rafael 
Shimunov established Friends of 
Christina to raise funds to build a 
college trust for Christina. 

“Christina and her family 
were blindsided by this tragedy 
and were forced to come together 

to help her move on and continue 
working towards her dreams,” 
Richards said. “It is our job to 
make sure they are not alone as 
they pick up the pieces. What hap-
pened that day impacted, not only 
her family, but the entire commu-
nity.” 

Despite the calamity, Walker 
has shown an immense amount 
of resilience and conviction to 
recover said Richards, who has 
kept in touch with Christina and 
her family. 

Continued from Page 1 

Christina
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