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BY MADINA TOURE

The MTA said it expects 
to complete the renovation of 
the dilapidated Flushing LIRR 
station by the end of 2017. 

The $16.5 million project 
for the Flushing–Main Street 
station, located on Main Street 
and 41st Avenue, will include 
the installation of an elevator 
for each platform to make the 
station wheelchair-accessible 
as well as new staircases, 
platform railings, better light-
ing and improved safety mea-
sures.

The station is currently ac-
cessible only by steep stairs 
that run up from Main Street 
on the eastbound side and a 
rickety metallic staircase on 
the westbound side that juts 
off 40th Road. 

“We completed the design 
work in May and now that the 
design is done, we are looking 
to award the construction con-
tract by the end of 2015,” Aaron 
Donovan, an MTA spokesman, 
said. 

The agency used eminent 
domain to obtain a property 
at 40-36 Main St. owned by Ou 
Jiang Supermarket, where the 
elevator for New York-bound 
passengers would be built. 
The agency is currently await-

This stilt walker is having a high old time at the 40th anniversary party for North Shore Towers, the 
high-rise apartment complex in Floral Park that has its own shopping mall underground, its own 
movie theater and even its own in-house power plant.  Photo by Julie Weissman

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50

A CNG Publication Vol. 81 No. 25 60 total pages

Another terror suspect bustedLIRR station 
on Main St. 

waits for 2017

WHITESTONE LANES BOWLING CENTER
BRING THIS TO BOWL FREE 

@ WHITESTONE LANES 
BOWLING CENTER! 

COMPLIMENTS OF BAYSIDE TIMES
This gift certificate is good for one FREE game of 

bowling. Limit one FREE game per day, per person. 
Not valid holidays or holiday eves. Cannot be com-
bined with any other discounts. Show rental extra. 

VIP Bowling Club includes: $5 Games 

 

Only $12 a month (cancel any time)

WALKING TALL

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Queens has again been 
identified as the home of an-
other young Muslim suspected 
of plotting a terrorist attack.

A 20-year old Flushing man 
was arrested and charged with 
conspiracy to provide material 
support and resources, includ-
ing service and personnel, to 
the foreign terrorist organiza-
tion Islamic State, federal au-
thorities said. 

The federal investigation 
into Munther Omar Saleh, 
an American citizen who was 
studying electrical circuitry 
at Vaughn College of Aeronau-
tics and Technology in East 
Elmhurst, along with two un-
named conspirators, revealed 
Saleh had been allegedly plan-
ning to attack various city 
landmarks on behalf of the 
Islamic State, according to the 
criminal complaint filed by 
the U.S. attorney in Brooklyn. 

Saleh is the latest arrest 
in terror-related crimes in 
Queens. In May, two women 
from  South Jamaica, Asia 
Siddiqui and Noelle Velentzas, 
were charged with conspiracy 
to use a weapon of mass de-
struction, among other charg-

Flushing resident 
is latest accused 
of plotting attacks 
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BY TOM MOMBERG

After Mark Weprin left for 
an administrative position in 
the governor’s office, his 23rd 
District City Council seat be-
came officially vacant Monday 
and Council hopefuls are now 
filing petitions to run. 

Due to the date of the vacan-
cy, the mayor’s office said the 
remainder of Weprin’s term 
would not be filled by a special 
election, but would be part of 
this fall’s general election.

The primary election for 
the Council seat, which covers 
Bellerose, Glen Oaks, Queens 
Village, Oakland Gardens and 
some smaller eastern Queens 
neighborhoods, is set for Sept. 
10, and the general election is 
scheduled for Nov. 3. Weprin’s 
office has remained open for 
constituent services.

Former Flushing Assem-
blyman Barry Grodenchik, 
who serves as the director of 
community boards and parks 
to Borough President Melinda 
Katz, announced his candidacy 
for Weprin’s seat last month.

He has the backing of for-
mer northeast Queens Con-
gressman Gary Ackerman; 
Congressman Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), who is also 
the county Democratic leader; 
and former Congressman, 
Rev. Floyd Flake of Jamaica.

Grodenchik is still working 
out his campaign platform, but 
he said it would be education-
centric. 

Attorney and activist Ali 
Najmi, who would be the city’s 
first South Asian elected offi-
cialif he secures Weprin’s va-
cant seat, also grabbed a major 
endorsement for his campaign.

Zephyr Teachout, a New 
York Democratic gubernato-
rial candidate in 2014, an-
nounced her endorsement of 
Najmi this week.

Najmi, who ran for We-
prin’s seat in 2013, said he 

would focus the attention of 
his campaign on education, 
senior issues, job creation and 
health. He expects to release 
details next week.

Celia Dosamantes is the 
youngest hopeful candidate. 
The 24-year-old Bellerose na-
tive said she wants to focus on 
education and job creation.

Dosamantes currently is 
deputy chief of staff for Assem-
blyman Philip Ramos. She said 
she plans to focus her cam-
paign platform on the support 
for senior services, schools, job 
creation and transportation.

Rebecca Lynch, currently 
deputy commissioner of the 
Mayor’s Community Affairs 
Office, has brought in a big en-
dorsement from the Teamsters 
Joint Council 16 for City Coun-
cil in eastern Queens. She

Lynch previously served 
as assistant commissioner for 
the Mayor’s Community Af-
fairs Unit  . Her campaign will 
be centered on labor practices, 
but she has not yet rolled out 
her campaign platform.

Bob Friedrich, president of 
Glen Oaks Village, previously 
ran campaigns against David 
Weprin in the Assembly and 
against Mark Weprin for the 
very same Council seat. Now 
with strong name recognition 
and without the challenge of 
facing the Weprin dynasty, 
Friedrich said he hopes to be 

able to get into the City Coun-
cil after this fall’s election.

Friedrich, a former colum-
nist for the TimesLedger News-
papers, said he would focus on 
public school issues, fighting 
taxes and the newly proposed 
juvenile detention center.

Joe Concannon, a retired 
NYPD commander, has the 
backing of the Queens GOP as 
the only Republican candidate 
for the Council seat. Concan-
non previously ran a campaign 
against Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) in 2013. 

The spokesman for the 
candidate said the campaign 
would revolve heavily on 
crime and political corrup-
tion. Concannon declined to 
comment further.

See the full story at www.
timesledger.com.

BY TOM MOMBERG

The details of the July 1 
fireworks at Fort Totten have 
been released and include a 
free concert and unlimited 
opportunities for Indepen-
dence Day celebration and 
recreation.

City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) joined the 
Bayside Historical Society 
and members of Community 
Board 7 Monday to announce 
the specific lineup of events. 

“For the first time, resi-
dents in northeast Queens 
won’t have to travel far for 
world class fireworks and I 
look forward to sponsoring 
this event for years to come,” 
Vallone said. “These types 
of family events really bring 
the community together in 
celebration.”

Admittance to Fort Totten 
will begin at 5 p.m., and a per-
formance from the Michelle 
Marie Rock Band will start 
after 6 p.m. Another musical 
performance is scheduled to 
follow from Phil Costa and 
the Something Special Band.

A formal ceremony is set 
to start at 9 p.m., featuring 
select speakers and the sing-
ing of the National Anthem. 
The fireworks display, to be 
launched from the Fort Tot-

ten parade grounds by Grucci 
Fireworks, will immediately 
follow at 9:15 p.m., and will 
last about 15 minutes.

Organizers are encour-
aging everyone who plans 
to attend on the Fort Totten 
grounds to bring blankets, 
chairs and any picnic items. 
All coolers and bags will be 
inspected at the gate, and 
organizers have made it an 
alcohol-free event.

Vendors and food trucks 
will sell carnival food, snacks 
and beverages on site, and 
portable sanitary stations 
will be available adjacently.

Limited parking will be 
available at the new Little 
Bay Parking Lot and along 
Bell Boulevard. Organizers 
said additional parking will 
be available at the Clearview 
Golf Course starting at 5 p.m., 
as well as at the Bay Ter-
race Shopping Center. Vallo 
Transportation has agreed to 
bring guests to and from the 
two off-site locations with a 
free shuttle bus service.

The concert and fireworks 
display is the first such event 
ever held on the Fort Totten 
grounds. Alison McKay, the 
executive director of the Bay-
side Historical Society, said 
the event is a historic under-
taking.

BOB FRIEDRICH

The July 1 event details, sponsored by Councilman Paul Vallone and 
the Bayside Historical Society, are displayed on a map. 

Map courtesy of Vallone's office

Fort Totten schedule
for fi reworks released

Council seat vacant
Six contenders launch campaigns for Weprin’s spot
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BY SHANNA FULD 
 
A Whitestone street was 

renamed last Friday to honor 
the late Robert C. Lohnes, who 
was an NYPD detective and 
had a long history of making 
contributions to his commu-
nity. 

Neighbors, family and 
friends gathered as the new 
street sign, bearing the name 
“Robert C. Lohnes Way,” was 
unveiled at 145th Place and 
17th Avenue. City Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bayside), 
whose office arranged the un-
veiling ceremony, spoke about 
how comforting it is to live in 
such a large city and still have 
the kind of small-community 
feeling found in Whitestone. 

Lohnes’  wife, Magaly, de-
livered most of the remarks. 
She told the assembled crowd 
that the petition sent around 
the neighborhood in support 
of the street renaming was met 
by almost no opposition. 

In addition to serving his 
country during the Cuban mis-
sile crisis in 1962 and his city 
in the NYPD, Lohnes was also 

a volunteer for the Boy Scouts 
of America and Girl Scouts of 
the U.S.A. Additionally, after 
retirement he volunteered to 
help identify victims of 9/11 
down at the site of the World 
Trade Center attacks. 

It was his service to the 
community that everyone re-
members him by. 

Magaly Lohnes said he 
was actively involved with 
the Scouts until the very last 
day. He wanted to attend every 

event and trip with them and 
only stopped when his doctor 
ordered him not to. 

Vallone removed the paper 
covering the sign post as a 
crowd of neighbors, commu-
nity leaders and Eagle Scouts 

looked on.
 “The Eagle Scouts wanted 

something permanent,” Mag-
aly Lohnes said. 

Lohnes died from myelo-
dysplastic syndrome, a bone 
marrow disorder that prevents 
blood from making healthy 
cells, on March 15, 2014 He was 
76, which to his wife seemed 
too early. 

“All of his cousins died at 
95, 96, 97,” she said. “When 
he was being treated at Mon-
tefiore Hospital, it showed up 
as the same cancer that many 
fireman had who participated 
in 9/11. Because he did some-
thing good, he had to pay the 
ultimate price.”

Margaly Lohnes is continu-
ing to volunteer, participating 
in walks and events to help 
spread awareness about bone 
marrow diseases and recruit-
ing donors to give marrow to 
those in need. Lohnes said that 
now it is easy and more pain-
less to donate than before. She 
plans to continue volunteering 
for the Icla da Silva Founda-
tion, an organization dedicat-
ed to helping those with bone 
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Whitestone renames street for NYPD hero

Magaly Lohnes. wife of community leader, veteran and NYPD Officer Robert Lohnes, holds the street sign that 
went up on 145th Place in Whitestone to honor  him.  Photo by Shanna Fuld

Detective Lohnes, who ID’d victims after 9/11, spent his life volunteering for Scouts
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The Department of City 
Planning presented improve-
ments to the way that com-
munity district needs and 
budget requests are submit-
ted at the Queens Borough 
Board meeting Monday. The 
new process for submitting 
draft forms raised concerns 
among community boards, 
however.

A new online form un-
veiled by City Planning is 
intended to streamline the 
application process for both 
needs and budget requests. 
About 280 common requests 
to city agencies are listed on 
the form.

Sarah Goldwyn, director 
of planning coordination for 
the Department of City Plan-
ning, said the new system is 
intended to simplify  the pro-
cess, combining two forms 

into one that is immediately 
visible by the corresponding 
agency for each request.

“We are working to sim-
plify the community district 
needs statements and budget 
request production process 
for community boards,” Gold-
wyn said. “We know these 
are often labor-intensive ex-
ercises with a lot of complexi-
ties.”

Needs statements are tra-
ditionally collected in Au-
gust, but the new requests, 
while also submitted in Au-
gust, would be in draft form 
rather than being final. Gold-
wyn said the changes would 
leave time for the borough 
president to evaluate pri-
orities and use the borough 
budget consultations in Sep-
tember and October to help 
prioritize needs and budget 
requests.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Retired NYPD Sgt. Ray-
mond Moore, the father of 
slain Detective Brian Moore, 
did not take his eyes off of 
Demetrius Blackwell, the ac-
cused gunman in his son’s 
death, during Blackwell’s June 
11 arraignment at Queens Su-
preme Criminal Court in Kew 
Gardens. 

The arraignment followed 
a grand jury indictment 
charging the Blackwell with 
12 counts of murder and aggra-
vated murder, among other re-
lated charges, Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown said. 

Blackwell was brought into 
the courtroom in shackles 
and stood next to his attorney, 
David Bart, before Supreme 
Court Justice Joseph Zayas. 
The indictment charged Black-
well with first-degree murder, 

aggravated murder, attempted 
murder, aggravated attempted 
murder, unlawful possession 
of marijuana and criminal 
possession of a weapon, con-
trolled substance and stolen 
property.

Police said the 25-year old 
Moore and his partner Erik 
Jansen, in plainclothes from 

the 105th Precinct’s anti-
crime unit, were on patrol 
after 6 p.m. in an unmarked 
car May 2  when both officers 
saw Blackwell adjusting his 
waistband and attempted to 
question him in Queens Vil-
lage near 104th Road . Black-
well allegedly reacted by fir-
ing several shots while the 
officers were still inside their 
vehicle, striking Moore twice 
in the head, prosecutors said.   
He died May 4, but his partner 
was unharmed. 

Afterward, Blackwell, who 
is 35, allegedly stole clothing 
to alter his appearance, the 
authorities said. He was also 
found with cocaine and mari-
juana, the DA said. 

In one row, Blackwell’s 
wife, brother, aunt and uncle 
tucked themselves in a cor-
ner. The rest of the gallery 

BY MADINA TOURE
 
State Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-

Flushing) and the Chinese-American 
Planning Council announced a car-
nival would be held for children in 
Flushing this summer, just as the 
principal of PS 120 was reassigned af-
ter banning students who were unable 
to pay an admission fee to an earlier 
school carnival. 

The carnival will be held June 30 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at PS 20’s Bowne 
Playground on Union Street between 
Sanford and Barclay avenues. Flush-
ing-based construction company F&T 
Group, the main sponsor of the car-
nival, said it would pay for the event, 
which may cost about $5,000, accord-
ing to Helen Lee, F&T Group’s execu-
tive vice president. . 

Speaking at a news conference at 
the Mudan Banquet Hall at Queens 
Crossing at 136-17 39th Ave. in Flush-
ing, Kim said he  received calls from 
all over the country after the media de-
scribed the plight of the children shut 
out of the carnival.

Nearly 100 low-income students 
whose parents did not pay a $10 admis-
sion fee for the carnival, which took 
place on school grounds, were forced 
to stay in the auditorium of the school 
at 58-01 136th St., according to news re-

ports, watching an old Disney movie as 
their classmates played at the carnival 
outside.

“People wanted to donate and help 
children,” Kim said.  

Fourth grader Sherry Liu, 10, was 
one of four PS 20 students who spoke 
during the news conference to express 
solidarity with the PS 120 students 
banned from the carnival. 

“I feel sad for them because maybe 
their families are not rich or do not 

have money,” Liu said. 
Lois Lee, director of the Queens 

chapter of the Chinese-American Plan-
ning Council at PS 20, said the incident 
raised an important message.

“We call this teachable moments,” 
Lee said. 

The city Department of Education 
said Francine Marsaggi, the school’s 
assistant principal, will take over for 
Joan Monroe as interim principal and 
that the school would consult with the 

DOE and Danielle Dimango, super-
intendent of Community District 25, 
which covers Flushing. Monroe was 
reassigned to administrative duties.

PS 120 said it was instructed by the 
DOE to make no public comments on 
the matter. 

“Ms. Monroe has been reassigned 
away from PS 120 pending the outcome 
of this investigat ion,”  Devora Kaye, a 
DOE spokeswoman, said. “Superinten-
dent Dimango and the DOE will work 
closely with the PS 120 staff to ensure 
that this change does not affect stu-
dent instruction.”

In a letter dated June 5 to students’ 
families in English and Mandarin, 
Monroe said 52 children—not 100—did 
not attend the carnival for numerous 
reasons, including parental requests 
and medical documentation.

“Let me assure you that the infor-
mation in the press is inaccurate,” 
Monroe wrote in the letter. “It is not 
now and never has been the policy of 
PS 120Q to exclude any child from trips 
or events based on financial hard-
ship.”

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing) said she has not been able to get 
a hold of Dimango but that the focus 
should be on the children.

“It’s about the carnival and the chil-
dren having a good time,” Stavisky 
said. 

A group of PS 20 students express solidarity with PS 120 students who were barred from a 
school carnival.  Photo by Madina Toure

Children’s carnival coming to Flushing
PS 120 principal reassigned after banning some kids from earlier event

Grand jury indicts suspect 
in offi cer’s shooting death

City issues new process 
for community boards

DEMETRIUS BLACKWELL

Continued on Page 40 Continued on Page 50
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Elected officials in Albany 
were preparing for overtime 
 as the legislative session ended 
Wednesday with no resolution 
to the impasse over rent laws 
that expired June 15. 

The laws that control the 
rise in rents for nearly 1 mil-
lion New York City rent-stabi-
lized apartments lapsed after 
elected officials in Albany 
failed to come to a deal. The 
legisalative session officially 
ended on Wednesday but with 
no solution on the table, Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo is keeping 
elected officials in Albany un-
til new rent laws for stabilized 
apartments are passed. 

Assemblyman Mike Miller  
were predicted that new rent 
laws would not be enacted 
until at least late Friday or 
early next week. For now, 
Miller and the other members 
of the Assembly are trying to 
pass a bill that would extend 
laws to protect rent-stabilized 
apartments for at least three 
months, giving elected of-
ficials time to cobble a more 
comprehensive law.“We knew 
this was going to expire,” said 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo, (D-
Howard Beach) whose district 
covers Ridgewood, Howard 
Beach and other areas. “We 
should’ve been voting on this 
April 2nd. Why did we wait so 

long?”
In Queens, tenants, com-

munity activists and small 
apartment owners converged 
in Queens Borough Hall ear-
lier this week in an attempt to 
get the city to protect afford-
able housing  and enact fur-
ther rent reform.  

 “Real estate is to New York 
State as oil is to Texas,” a rent-
stabilized tenant  said during 
the meeting in Queens with 
the New York City Rent Guide-
lines Board, a group whose 
nine members were appointed 

by the mayor.
“And just like in Texas, we 

have big real estate lobbies 
over here that are influencing 
decisions in Albany. New York 
City is great because of rent 
stabilization. We don’t need 
a city that is just filled with 
luxury apartments.” 

The rent board establishes 
rent adjustments for the rent-
stabilized units in the city. 
There are 135,000 of these 
apartments in Queens. The 
board holds annual hearings 

BY MADINA TOURE

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) has intro-
duced a bill that would empow-
er the Department of State to 
crack down on unscrupulous 
nail salons and make it easier 
for trainees to get licenses.

“When we identify an un-
licensed business, it’s almost 
impossible for the state to 
step in and revoke their li-
cense or revoke their practice 
or shut the business down,” 
Kim said in an interview with 
TimesLedger. 

The legislation would 
give the Department of State, 
which regulates nail salons, 
the authority to identify and 
shut down businesses practic-
ing without a license and give 
trainees a classification of 

trainee or apprentice if they 
have completed a certain num-
ber of hours. 

“We’re trying to make it as 
easy as possible for trainees to 

get a license,” Kim said.
Last month, Kim, along 

with U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), business lead-
ers and advocacy groups, 
launched the Healthy Nail 
Salon Network to combat il-
legal working conditions, an 
exploitable workforce and un-
realistic pricing at salons. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo also 
formed a multi-agency En-
forcement Task Force to pre-
vent illegal practices and un-
safe working conditions in the 
industry. 

Kim said they were aiming 
to get the bill passed before the 
session closed in Albany, not-
ing that the bill had sponsors 
in both houses and that he is 
having internal discussions 
with Cuomo’s office. Kim held 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
South Ozone Park Civic 

Association West and Coun-
cilman Ruben Wills (D-Ja-
maica) announced at a com-
munity meeting Tuesday at 
St. Anthony of Padua Church 
that the contract for a  South 
Ozone Park juvenile group 
home on 127th St. was reject-
ed by the city comptroller’s 
office. 

The civic group filed a 
civil suit against Adminis-
tration for Children Services 
after the construction of the 
juvenile group home began 
last year under the state’s 
Close To Home program over-
seen by ACS.  

“For months, we have 
been shining a light on ACS’s 
attempt to inappropriately 
locate this juvenile prison 
in the heart of South Ozone 
Park’s community,” Wills 
said. 

Wills, who has spearhead-
ed the movement against 
these groups homes, ac-
knowledged and included a 
special thank you during the 
announcement at the commu-
nity meeting  to City Comp-
troller Scott Stringer, all the 
hardworking residents and 
volunteers who helped with 
bringing awareness to the is-
sue. 

The state’s Close to Home 
program was implemented 
in 2012 and overseen by ACS. 
In the program, specially 
chosen juvenile offenders 
are brought to group homes 
located within communities 
they originate from so they 
may transition easily into 
law-abiding citizens. But the 
issue has been the kind of 
juvenile offenders who are 
placed in homes close to resi-

dential neighborhoods and 
schools. 

On April 17, a woman was 
allegedly raped at an Internet 
cafe in Manhattan by three 
young men who escaped from 
a Brooklyn group home, ac-
cording to the Manhattan 
district attorney.

And on April 30, one of the 
workers at the South Ozone 
Park site allegedly punched a 
resident in the face while he 
took pictures of the worker 
despite a work-stop order on 
the site from the Department 
of Buildings, according to the 
Queens DA. 

Communication between 
ACS Commissioner Gladys 
Carrion and the community 
seemed to fall short. 

In a response letter to 
Betty Braton, chairwoman 
of Community Board 10, Car-
rion wrote that she sympa-
thized with the concerns of 
the community but felt that 
“isolating our young people 
from the community is sim-
ply not a viable solution and 
has proven time and again to 
be ineffective.”

Braton responded to Car-
rion’s letter by explaining 
that the community did want 
to help youth but not  at the 
cost of their own safety.

 “Although we appreciate 
your response, it does not 
address adequately the con-
cerns of the residents in the 
area immediately surround-
ing the planned location. It 
does not alter our Board’s 
view or our community’s 
view that the site selected is 
an inappropriate one.”

The comptroller’s office 
said the contract was sent 
back to the service provider 
for the juvenile group home   
because of inconsistencies. 

Assemblyman Ron Kim proposed 
legislation that would target bad 
businesses and make it easier for 
trainees to get a license.

Councilman Ruben Wills’ (r.) announcement the city had rejected the 
contract for a South Ozone Park juvenile group home was happy news 
for community members.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Stringer turns down 
group home contract

Kim seeks reform for nail salons

Rent laws in limbo
Queens tenants wait for Albany to resolve impasse

Queens residents push for rent regulations and for deeper reforms.  
Photo by Eric Jankiewicz

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 40
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio still 

wants more details before he is 
willing to endorse Hillary Clin-
ton’s campaign for president. 
One day after Clinton’s kickoff 
rally on Roosevelt Island, the 
mayor called it a great and pro-
gressive speech but he still had 
questions.

“I’m very optimistic, but 
we’ve got to see the plan of how 
she’s going to turn around this 
horrible income inequality 
problem in this country,” he 
said. “She’s made clear that 
she’s going to offer a lot more 
details in the coming weeks 
on issues like trade and pro-
gressive taxation, and I know I 
want to see those details.” 

Thousands turned out to 
Four Freedoms Park to hear 
Clinton set out a liberal agenda 
that put her in stark contrast 
to the ever-widening Republi-
can field of candidates.

“There may be some new 
voices in the presidential Re-
publican choir,” she said. “But 
they’re all singing the same 
old song called ‘Yesterday.’”

Clinton tarred the Repub-
lican candidates as climate-

change deniers and claimed 
they would take away health 
insurance from millions of 
Americans and deport mil-
lions of immigrants who are in 
the country illegally. She add-
ed that they also “shame and 
blame women” instead of sup-
porting reproductive rights, 
while they “turn their backs” 
on gay people.

“They reject what it takes 
to build an inclusive economy,” 
Clinton said. “It takes an inclu-
sive society.” She promised to 
make the economy work for all 
Americans, not just “those at 
the top,” if she were president.

Standing near the memo-
rial dedicated to FDR’s “four 
freedoms” speech, the former 
secretary of state and New 
York senator evoked the 32nd 
president’s promise of liberty, 
economic opportunity and 
national security in her bid to 
become the nation’s 45th presi-
dent. 

Clinton did not make any 
new major policy announce-
ments, instead mentioning sev-
eral economic proposals such 
as setting up an infrastructure 
bank, boosting child care, and 
imposing fees and royalties on 

fossil-fuel extraction.
She did not speak of the 

issue that has divided Demo-
crats in recent months: Presi-
dent Obama’s bid for a Trans-
Pacific Partnership, which 
failed last Friday. Clinton did 
address trade, saying, “For 
decades Americans have been 
buffeted by powerful currents. 
Advances in technology and 
the rise of global trade have 

created whole new areas of 
economic activity and opened 
new markets for our exports 
but they have also displaced 
jobs and undercut wages for 
millions of Americans.”

At age 67, Clinton is run-
ning to become America’s first 
female president. 

“I may not be the young-
est candidate in the race, but 
I will be the youngest woman 

president in the history of the 
United States and the first 
grandmother” she said.

She later joked that “you 
will not see my hair grow white 
in office, I’ve been coloring it 
for years” to huge applause.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria), whose district in-
cludes Roosevelt Island, counts 
herself as one of Hillary Clin-
ton’s biggest boosters. 

“Hillary laid out a vision 
for America that emphasizes 
an economy that lifts up every-
one and a society that values all 
Americans,” she said. “She is 
the candidate who will not shy 
away from the big fights and 
challenges we must take on.”

Maloney called Roosevelt 
Island the “right place for her 
campaign launch,” being a 
small town in the middle of a 
big city that shows what a com-
munity can achieve when it 
pulls together.

“President Roosevelt was 
the architect of the modern 
Democratic Party and a unify-
ing leader for the country,” she 
said. “Hillary has the vision 
and the experience to take us 
forward.”

Hillary Clinton kicks off her presidential campaign with a rally at 
Roosevelt Island's Four Freedoms Park. AP/Julio Cortez

Hillary kicks off campaign for president

New York Eye and Ear Infi rmary 
of Mount Sinai is now in 

Bayside
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of 

Mount Sinai, nationally recognized for 

specialist eye, ear, nose and throat care, 

is now providing the highest quality 

ophthalmologic and ear, nose and throat 

services at its new Bayside location:

45-64 Francis Lewis Boulevard
Bayside, NY 11361

Eye
General Eye Care

Diseases of the Retina

Cornea and External

Disease

Cataract Surgery

LASIK Consult

Uveitis

Learn more about New York Eye and Ear Infi rmary 

of Mount Sinai at www.nyee.edu

Ear-Nose-Throat (ENT)

Adult and Pediatric ENT

Thyroid and Parathyroid 

Conditions

Hearing and Balance Conditions

Audiology Testing

Sinus Conditions and

Balloon Sinuplasty

Our Services:

For an appointment please call: 
718-225-6100
www.nyee.edu/bayside
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$250,000

ANDROID APP ON

Mobile Banking is available to all consumer Online Banking customers.
With our enhanced Mobile Banking app you can:

How to Enroll
 

 

Not a Customer?

maspethfederal.com

We’ve always been Local, now we’re Mobile
Free* Mobile Banking!
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Planned Service Changes

7
WEEKNIGHTS
12:45 AM – 5 AM, Wed to Fri
Jun 10 – 12, Jun 17 – 19, 
Jun 24 – 26, Jul 1 – 2

There is no 7 service between Flushing Main St and 
Mets-Willets Point

7 trains operate between Mets-Willets Point and 
Times Sq-42 St

Free shuttle buses provide alternate service

Stay Informed

 mta.info
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BY BILL PARRY

Attorneys for nine of the 
5Pointz artists filed a fed-
eral lawsuit seeking punitive 
damages against developer 
Jerry Wolkoff and his son Da-
vid for ordering workers to 
whitewash the graffiti mecca 
Nov. 19, 2013. 

The lawsuit, filed in Unit-
ed States District Court in 
Brooklyn  last Friday, claims 
the whitewashing was done 
in a “disgracefully crude, 
unprofessional manner,” ac-
cording to the complaint. The 
artists maintain they had no 
prior warning of the owner’s 
plans and no time to “remove 
and preserve their work,” the 
complaint continued.

“Our clients seek justice 
for their unlawful destruc-
tion of their artwork,” Attor-
ney Eric Baum of Eisenberg 
& Baum said. 

Jerry Wolkoff, who demol-
ished the warehouse complex 
last summer to build two 
luxury residential towers, 
called the lawsuit “despi-
cable” and shocking. “They 
say if I gave them time, they 
could’ve saved their work for 
museums?” Wolkoff asked 
Monday. “They knew that 
building was coming down 
for years.”

5Pointz creator Jonathan 
“Meres” Cohen did not  want 
to discuss the lawsuit, prefer-
ring to let the lawyers do the 
talking. He joined co-curator 
Marie Cecil Flageul and sev-
eral other aerosol artists at 
August Martin High School 
in Jamaica for an open house 
June 11 as the public was al-
lowed to view “Operation 
Skittles,” a student-led project 
that brought colorful street 
art to the school’s walls. 

On the weekend of May 
9-10, nearly 150 of the artists 
reunited in Queens for the 
first time in the 19 months 
since 5Pointz was white-
washed. The artists donated 
their time, talent and nearly 
$40,000 of their own supplies 
over a two-week period, creat-
ing nearly 150 murals in the 
hallways and stairwells in an 
effort to inspire students.

Syreeta Gates, a Dream Di-
rector assigned to the school 
by the non-profit Future Proj-
ect, a national campaign to 
empower young people, says 
in the six weeks since the 
project began, the excitement 
among the students has not 
diminished.

“The novelty hasn’t worn 
off at all.  The art created a 
sense of pride in a way that 
wasn’t there before,” Gates 
said. 

“It’s very inspiring with 
all the portraits of artists and 
singers,” Precious Brown, 
a junior,  said. “It makes me 
want to do something big one 
day so I can get on the wall 
myself.”

Freshman Timothy Wil-
liams said, “I’m glad the pub-
lic can come and see what 
we’ve done herel.”

The enthusiasm has 
spread to the faculty. “I’ve 
seen a difference in my class-
room where I’ve had 100 per-
cent attendance,” culinary 
arts teacher Lorraine Baker-
Simon said.

Meres knew how much it 
meant to the students when 
a month and a half later 
there was no graffiti on the 
street art inside the school . 
“I’m glad there’s no writing.  
That  means they like it and it 
makes them proud,” he said. 

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio and for-
mer Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
made a rare joint appearance 
at Tuesday’s ground-breaking 
ceremony for Cornell Univer-
sity’s technology campus ex-
pansion on Roosevelt Island. 
The two chatted amicably and 
traded compliments during 
their speeches, their differenc-
es overshadowed by Cornell 
Tech’s arrival that will mean 
so much to the city’s economy.

“Today, the city’s thriving 
tech ecosystem opens a new 
chapter,” de Blasio said. “Cor-
nell Tech comes to Roosevelt 
Island with a laudable mission 
to utilize technology and inno-
vation to solve real-world prob-
lems and drive smart, power-
ful and equitable growth in 
New York City.”

Bloomberg, an engineer-
ing student in college, made 
a gift of $100 million from 
Bloomberg Industries to fund 
construction of the campus 
Tuesday. 

“New York became the 
greatest city in the world be-
cause we dared to dream big-
ger than anyone else, and this 
project -  and the challenge it 
represents to Silicon Valley 
- are part of that tradition,” 
Bloomberg said. “After talk-
ing with leaders from every 
industry, we launched a com-
petition to bring an applied 
science campus here, to help 
lay an economic foundation 
for the next century - creating 
jobs and opportunity for New 
Yorkers on every rung of the 
economic ladder.”

The first academic building 
on the campus will be named 
The Bloomberg Center, in hon-
or of his daughters Emma and 
Georgina. Construction is un-
derway at the campus, with a 
first phase due to open in 2017.

When fully completed, the 
campus will include 2 million 
square feet of state-of-the-
art buildings, more than two 
acres of open space, and will 
be home to more than 2,000 
graduate students and hun-
dreds of faculty and staff.

“Cornell Tech isn’t just one 
of the world’s leading research 
institutions - it’s an economic 
game-changer that will drive 
smart, powerful, and equitable 
growth in New York City for 
generations,” de Blasio said. 
“The new Roosevelt Island 
campus will bring together 

academia and industry in the 
service of invention and inno-
vation - and the result will be 
hundreds of homegrown com-
panies that provide a pathway 
to opportunity for thousands 
of New Yorkers.”

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz attended the 
ground-breaking. While the 
Roosevelt Island campus is 
technically part of Manhattan, 
it’s expected to be an economic 
engine for the borough.

“In western Queens, we’re 
building the city’s leading 
tech ecosystem, encouraging 
access, innovation and entre-
preneurship,” Katz said. “It’s 
proximity to the Cornell Tech 
Campus will steer our bor-
ough into the competitive lane 
of the digital age.” 

Cornell Tech’s temporary 
campus has been up and run-
ning at Google’s Chelsea build-
ing in Manhattan since 2012, 
with a growing world-class 
faculty, and about 150 master’s 
and Ph.D. students who col-
laborate extensively with tech-
oriented companies and or-
ganizations and pursue their 
own startups.

The $2 billion campus will 
be part of U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney’s district. 

“I am thrilled the project 
is officially on the ground,” 
the Astoria Democrat said, “a 
project that will create tens of 
thousands of jobs, both during 
construction and as students 
start creating new startups.”

The 5Pointz painting project at August Martin HS went on public view 
the night before a new lawsuit was filed against developer Jerry 
Wolkoff. Photo by Bill Parry

Mayor Bill de Blasio and former Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) take 
part in the ground-breaking ceremony for the Cornell Tech campus. 

Courtesy of Mayor’s Office/Ed Reed

Blaz and Bloomy unite
Mayors put aside differences for Cornell Tech event

5Pointz artists fi le suit
over the whitewashing

BY BILL PARRY

The first phase of con-
struction at the Cornell Tech 
campus will include The 
Bloomberg Center, a building 
that will be among the largest 
net-zero energy buildings in 
the country with all of its ener-
gy generated on campus, and a 
26-story residential building 
which will be the first Passive 
House high-rise in the world. 

Passive House is the strict 
international building stan-
dard that drastically reduces 
energy consumption while 
creating a more comfortable 
living environment for a frac-
tion of residents’ usual energy 
costs.

The Roosevelt Island cam-
pus will also include The 
Bridge, a one-of-a-kind build-
ing that will house an ecosys-
tem of companies, researchers 
and entrepreneurs who are 
focused on catalyzing innova-
tion and commercialization 
of new products and technolo-
gies, driving economic growth 
for New York.

“Cornell Tech has already 
made great strides in fusing 
academia and industry in our 
academic and research pro-
grams, and The Bridge will 
be the physical manifestation 
of that mission,” Cornell Tech 

New center: 
one of a kind

Continued on Page 50



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 19–25, 201510    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

POLICE 

Blotter
CAMBRIA HEIGHTS — A Queens Vil-
lage man died Sunday afternoon June 
14 after losing control of his car and 
striking the concrete steps of a residen-
tial building, according to police.

The vehicle collision took place on 
the edge of Valley Stream and Cam-
bria Heights, within the confines of the 
105th Precinct of the NYPD.

The man police identified as Ben-
jamin Louis, 39, was traveling south-
bound on Elmont Road when he lost 
control of his Acura sedan and swerved 

onto the grass, through a fence into the 
steps of a residence located at 121-16 
Hook Creek Blvd., which was deter-
mined by the NYPD’s Highway Patrol 
Collission Investigation Squad.

Louis was found unconsious and 
unresponsive with severe body trauma 
when police arrived, and the Emergen-
cy Medical Services team pronounced 
him dead at the scene, the NYPD said.

Police said the investigation was 
ongoing.

FRESH MEADOWS — The NYPD is-
sued a silver alert Tuesday for a Fresh 
Meadows man who went missing Mon-
day evening, within the confines of the 
111th Precinct.

Liam Wong, 65, was last seen inside 
his residence on 188th Street near Uto-
pia Parkway at about 9:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, police said.

The man was described by police as 
Asian, about 5-feet-2inches tall and 135 
pounds with brown eyes. He was last 
seen wearing blue jeans, a yellow T-
shirt, yellow slippers, as well as a Safe 
Return bracelet on his wrist, the num-
ber on which is SR287189, according to 
the NYPD.

Anyone with information about a 
missing person is encouraged by the 
police to call 1-800-577-8477. All calls 
are confidential.

LONG ISLAND 
CITY—A man wear-
ing a striped a polo 
shirt was so deter-
mined to get into 
a pizzeria in Long 
Island City that he 
kicked the glass 
door in and left with 
$500. 

The break-in 
happened in the ear-
ly hours of Sunday 
morning around 
2:30 a.m. A man 
armed with nothing 
but sneakers man-
aged to kick in the 
front glass door to 
Lenny’s Pizzeria Restaurant. He then stole $500 and left without any pizza. Police 
were still looking for the man. 

LIAM WONG

Robbery suspect kicks way into LIC pizzeria

NYPD issues silver alert on man in 111th Precinct

Queens Village man dies in single-car crash

Install an energy-effi cient ductless 
cooling system in your home for 

 as low as $88/month*

Everything you need to be cool this summer.

No ductwork required

Programmable remote

Cost-effective

Energy-effi cient

Service & installation 
of all major brands!

SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER — EXPIRES 6/30/15

Call today!
877.358.2186
petro.com petro mobile

All images used are for illustrative purposes only. *Based on fi nancing a $8,000 installation and 9.99% interest 
rate up to 132 months. Subject to credit approval by Synchrony Bank and applies to qualifi ed systems only. 
Limited time offer, expires 6/30/15, equipment must be installed by 7/15/15. Call your local representative 
for complete terms and conditions. Must present ad at time of quote; cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Additional terms and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2015 Petro. P_15160

Cops are looking for this man who kicked in a glass door and 
robbed an LIC pizzeria.  NYPD
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When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

Mobile No-Cost Breast Cancer Screening 

Sunday, June 21st
9:00am - 4:30pm

taking place at:

An appointment is necessary 
Please call 1-877-628-9090

Woman age 40 and older
New York City Mailing Address

No mammogram in the past 12 months

Eligibility Criteria for those 
with health insurance:

Woman age 50 and older
New York City Mailing Address

No mammogram in the past 12 months

Eligibility Criteria for those 
without health insurance:

American-Italian Cancer Foundation’s

13347 Sanford Avenue • Flushing, NY 11355

is a proud partner of the 

Funded by a grant from NY Department of Health Cancer Services Program. Additional funding provided by the generous support of the New York City Council, the
National Breast Cancer Foundation, NYS Assembly, GreaterGood.org, the RAR Foundation and individual patrons.

Sanford Tower

Invest in Something  
 That Matters to You
New York State Dormitory bonds not only let you earn money tax free, they let you 
invest in something close to home. That means you can watch civic progress and 
still enjoy a quality bond.
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

I am remembering my father 
as many of us are doing as we 
approach Father’s Day. Let me 
just say a few words about my 
father, who gave me more than 
I had given him in return. We 
lived in Queens Village on 213th 
Street and 102nd Avenue in a 
corner house. It was 1963 and my 
mother had just passed away. My 
father was then 72 years old and 
I was 14 years old. My father had 
to take care of me and an elderly 
blind boarder named John as 
well.

My father said he had to re-
main strong for me. He kept 

working two more years as jani-
torial help at Grace Lutheran 
School in Queens Village. He 
had to give up our car because 
he could no longer afford the 
repairs on the car. My father 
loved me and couldn’t give me a 
lot, but he gave me those things 
that money couldn’t buy. He 
taught me to respect all people 
no matter how different they 
may be. He also taught me to do 
what was right and to volunteer 
to help those in need. My father 
was a loving man and father who 
cared about the world we lived in 
and had many strong opinions. 

He lived to the age of 83, but got 
to see me graduate from Grace 
Lutheran Elementary School in 
Queens Village and Thomas Edi-
son High School in Jamaica. He 
was a good man who taught me 
to be the same.

Now, this Father’s Day let’s 
wish all Fathers a happy and 
blessed Father’s Day. As for me, 
I will always remember my fa-
ther, Frederick Bedell Sr., who 
was a most remarkable father.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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Whatever the outcome of the charade in Albany 
over extending rent regulations for 2 million New 
York City residents, it is outrageous that the laws 
were allowed to expire.

The June 15 deadline was not a surprise. Law-
makers had months to work out a deal before letting 
the regulations lapse. Both Mayor Bill de Blasio, a 
passionate advocate for affordable housing, and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo voiced support for extending the 
laws governing rent-stabilized apartments, although 
their plans for protecting renters differed as always.

 And despite the political dance in the capitol, the 
bottom line was that most New Yorkers expected the 
rent laws to be saved once again. The only question 
was what—if any—new safeguards would be put in 
place to limit the steady erosion of the city’s rent-
stabilized stock of apartments.

 As the negotiations continued in Albany, the si-
lence from Queens lawmakers was deafening. Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz called for an outright 
freeze or rollback in rents after the rent board held a 
hearing in Queens this week. But most other elected 
officials were mum on the talks to determine the 
rents for about 135,000 rent-stabilized apartments in 
Queens—or nearly 300,000 residents.

It was left up to the mayor, city comptroller and 
state attorney general to assure tenants that they 
were still protected under their current leases. Al-
though Cuomo warned landlords not to take advan-
tage of the regulation lapse, he came under criticism 
from some tenant groups for not pressuring the GOP-
controlled Senate to back stronger protections.

 At issue is vacancy decontrol, which allows the 
rent on a stabilized apartment to rise 20 percent each 
time a tenant leaves up to the $2,500 mark, when it 
goes to market rate. With about 44 percent of Queens 
residents paying half of their income on rent, based 
on a recent Furman Institute survey, the push to pre-
serve affordable housing became more critical.

 The Senate passed a law this week that would 
extend existing rent regulations eight years, require 
income verification for stabilized renters and force 
them to make these units their primary residence.

 Assembly Democrats fiercely opposed the Senate 
version.

 The impasse prompted some Queens tenants to 
ask why Albany was making the rules for rent laws 
that primarily affect New York City residents and 
few others in the state.

There are more renters in the city than owners. 
It’s time for New Yorkers to demand home rule so 
that we can set our own rent policy and free our-
selves from Albany’s shenanigans.

OUT OF CONTROL

Remembering a very special dad
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READERS WRITE

In the after-school writing 
class he teaches at Kent Prep 
in Flushing, Paul Patrick is 
instilling his students with 
the habit of not only reading 
newspapers, but writing back 
to them as well. His students 
read a broad range of stories 
from local newspapers, dis-
cuss them and then formulate 
their thoughts and views in 
writing.

What follows are responses 
from several of Patrick’s fifth-
graders to “Juvenile jail pro-
test set,” an article from the 
June 5 Bayside Times. Their 
thoughtful takes on the sub-
ject show that the future of 
pages like this one are in good 
hands:

I believe that a juvenile 
jail should be built in residen-
tial neighborhoods. In many 
neighborhoods, children need 
an example of what the conse-
quences would be for negative 
actions that they might carry 
out.

Even in my community, 
there are children who get 
involved with drugs and ille-
gal activities. Even the most 
harmless of places can be in-
volved with harmful activiites. 
For instance, I had witnessed 
a bag of marijuana in a teen’s 
hands in a park bathroom. If 
there were to be a jail where 
young children were being 
punished, children would be 
more aware of their actions 
and be positively reinforced.

Having a juvenile jail in 
a place like Queens Village, 
where many affluent families 
live, would be positive for both 
the local children and the ju-
venile criminals. The children 
in the neighborhood would 
learn that wealth will not help 
you to stay out of jail, and that 
consequences will be given to 
them for negative behavior. 
Being placed in a juvenile jail 
in a neighborhood would be 
positive for the criminals as 
well, since they can set their 
minds to live good lives like 

those living around them and 
not get into trouble.

Some may say that the peo-
ple visiting the prison would 
try to hurt the locals. However, 
the people who visit their fam-
ily members in the jail would 
do their best to keep their chil-
dren out of trouble and try to 
convince their children to do 
positive things.

All in all, I am in favor 
of creating a juvenile jail in 
Queens Village. Creating the 
prison would help both the lo-
cal children not to go down the 
wrong path and help the crim-
inals in the jail to aspire to be 
better people when they are re-
leased from jail. Therefore, the 
juvenile jail should be built in 
Queens Village.

Lynn Kim
JHS 185 

Many people are fighting, 
saying that the jail should be 
placed someplace else, I would 
agree that they should move 
jails elsewhere. Families in 
residential neighborhoods 
should enjoy simple activities, 
instead of worrying about 
criminals. So, even if profes-
sional officers guard the jail, 
there is just an unesy feeling 
to being close to a prison.

People might say it could 
be too much trouble to demol-
ish and move. Newer technolo-
gies could help speed up the 
process and even though it 
may cost a lot, it will be worth 
the relieved feeling. Although 
neighborhoods are generally a 
very safe place, the risk is too 
great. Homes are fill of valu-
ables and criminals should 
just be placed in an isolated 
area. So, I think that the jails 
should be moved elsewhere be-
sides residential.

Gina Meng
MS 158

I believe that juvenile jails 
shouldn’t be in neighborhoods 
near schools. If adults and stu-

dents see really bad criminals 
going to jail, the people are go-
ing to get really scared. In Ko-
rea, if you are mentally ill or 
emotionally ill, you are put in 
prison for nothing.

Juvenile jails shouldn’t 
be near schools, neighbor-
hoods, and near work places. 
Criminals can be very scary 
and creepy, making you think 
that they will come after you. 
Making a jail next to you 
makes you feel you are inside 
the jail. For example, if you 
are right next to a jail and 
you are doing a project with 
friends, they will say some-
thing like “Oh, I don’t have 
time,” or “Sorry, I have to go 
somewhere.” You would feel 
left out and feel like everyone 
is bullying you, but they actu-
ally aren’t.

You are sitting at your win-
dow and stare outside, when 
you see a big warehouse. You 
start freaking out because 
you are feeling that the crimi-
nals are going to come to your 
house. If jails are right next to 
your school, you start drop-
ping out of school. Juvenile 
jails can be an influence to 
kids if jails are right next to 
schools or houses.

Amy Lin
IS 25

I think that there shouldn’t 
be a juvenile jail. One reason 
why I think this is because 
people are going to start being 
afraid of going outside. The 
world is free and I feel like if 
you are going to jail, you have 
no freedom. There is no point 
of life because you are going to 
be stuck in a cell.

Another reason why I think 
this is because you feel uncom-
fortable. Your heart would be 
beating very fast. You wouldn’t 
want anyone to capture you or 
do something bad to you. So, 
have a free life.

Nicolas Wong
PS79

When I was 4, I lived near 
a jail. It had big walls with 
barbed wires around the pe-
rimeter. My mom used to tell 
me, “be careful for rogue crim-
inals and keep your window 
locked.” I had to memorize the 
alarm code just in case. I was 
very scared because of these 
warnings.

This shouldn’t happen to 
other kids. There would be a 
bigger chance of criminals 
breaking into homes. Also, 
let’s say the criminal’s family 
lives nearby. Since it isn’t a 
very complex prison it might 
be easy to break them out. I get 
that it might influence kids to 
not become criminals, but still 
there is a chance of it having 
an opposite effect.

The prisons should be on 
a deserted island. All prisons 
should be secluded. These 
criminals may be minor, but 
they are still criminals.

Alain-Claude Compas
Highland School

Kids can do mischievous 
things, disregarding their age. 
That’s why juvenile prisons 
are here in this world. But 
placing buildings to secure 
kids from the public because 
of past incidents near a beau-
tiful neighborhood is very un-
comfortable for these citizens. 
Living near a place where chil-
dren actually need to be held 
captive for whatever reason is 
a very menacing place to live. 
I have a friend who has to shut 
all windows or places capable 
of  people getting in because 
of fear of criminals getting in. 
This is a very serious problem 
for him. I wish you would look 
into this topic for these neigh-
borhoods. 

Ray Park
PS209

I believe that juvenile 
jails should not be in neigh-
borhoods. For example, it 
can make citizens who live 

around there very insecure. 
Children who commit mur-
der, robbery, etc, can be very 
fatal. The citizens may feel 
like a prisoner. Also, the peo-
ple visiting prisoners can be 
very horrid, and have experi-
ences in prison.

Some alternatives for ju-
venile prisons can be mentor 
programs, warehouses, mili-
tary, etc. The mentor programs 
help children forget about the 
terrible crimes they commit-
ted. Also, there are work pro-
grams. They help with mak-
ing the kids pay back for what 
they did. All in all, this shows 
my opinions on the article.

Casey Hong
MS158

I don’t think a juvenile jail 
should be put in my neighbor-
hood. I think this because if 
there was a jail here I would 
feel like a prisoner myself. It 
would feel uncomfortable with 
criminals in my area.

It would feel uncomfort-
able because there are crimi-
nals in your neighborhood 
and they make you feel like a 
criminal yourself. You would 
be at risk when you go outside 
because it would be a danger. 
The criminals would be dan-
gerous if a criminal escapes 
his jail cell.

Laurie Wang
IS25

As a child, I would feel un-
safe in an environment that 
houses criminals. Also, there 
are many alternatives to a 
juvenile jail, for exampe, the 
convicts could do community 
service, or find a hobby. In 
fact, in Korea, problematic 
youngsters are put in military 
training! Therefore I believe 
that there should not be a juve-
nile jail built in my neighbor-
hood.

William Liao
PS203

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

CORRECTION
In the June 12-18 issue, the story on a possible new soccer stadium at Aqueduct should have said Major 
League Soccer is exploring a new home because the city’s first professional soccer team has found the sci-
ence of Yankee Stadium is not right for their sport.  The sunlight, for example, has turned out to be a problem 
for the team in its first season.  The Bronx would like to keep the team.

Fifth graders weigh in on juvenile jails
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T
he controversial 421-a 
tax abatement program 
expired quietly on Mon-
day night, temporarily 

ending tax breaks on new con-
structions in the city, but also 
putting the status of hundreds 
of thousands of rent-stabilized 
housing units in limbo.

A deal may still come from 
Albany, one negotiated be-
tween the governor and heads 
of the Assembly and the Sen-
ate, the titular “three men in 
a room”—a practice that no 
one should believe ended with 
the loss of leadership posts for 
Sheldon Silver and Dean Ske-
los, both felled by their real es-
tate industry dealings, no less.

421-a exemptions have, to 
date, fueled construction on 
the waterfront as well as trendy 
neighborhoods in Brooklyn 
and Manhattan. Long Island 
City, the site of the borough’s 
construction boom, is one of 
the areas exempt from these 

affordable housing require-
ments, meaning that none 
of the units built here under 
421-a are intended for Queens 
households and their median 
income of $54,373, according 
to the most recent Census.

The longstanding exemp-
tion was enacted to incentivize 
building during a construc-
tion bust. In recent years, as 
property values have soared 
in New York City, politicians 
have tried to reshape 421-a as 
an ad-hoc affordable housing 
plan, allowing the developer to 
set aside some units in the new 
construction with temporarily 
below-market rates. Develop-
ers in certain areas could also 
purchase offsets, meaning 
they could claim a tax break 
and set aside no units for af-
fordable housing, provided 
they built affordable housing 
units elsewhere.

Mayor de Blasio, Governor 
Cuomo, the real estate lobby, 
construction unions and vari-
ous members of the state Leg-
islature have come down on 
different iterations of ways 
to reform 421-a. The governor 
proposes the simplest option 
– renewing it in its current 
form for the next eight years, 

preserving the tax breaks but 
providing no additional pro-
tection to the units set to rise 
to the “market rate.”

Year after year, “luxury” 
apartments creep east, first 
along the waterfront, in Wil-
liamsburg, Brooklyn and As-
toria, but now popping up in 
Ridgewood, as well as neigh-
borhoods east of Prospect 
Park, such as Prospect Lef-
ferts Gardens. New residents 
can hardly be blamed for go-
ing where the cheaper rents 
are, yet new units are also 
built to accommodate this de-
mand, changing low- to medi-
um-density residential neigh-
borhoods. This trend will only 
continue, into Elmhurst, Jack-
son Heights and Woodside.

Renters in rent-stabilized 
units fear that the loss of rent-
stabilization protections will 
give free rein for landlords to 
drive up their rents or throw 
them out. As recently as last 
week, tenants’ rights groups 
Chhaya CDC, Woodside on the 
Move and Asian Americans 
for Equality protested Bene-
dict Realty Group, alleging 
efforts to push rent stabilized 
tenants out of their building in 
Elmhurst.

421-a is a flawed program of 
a bygone era, one that does not 
reflect the boom market of New 
York real estate. Developers 
have an obligation to maximize 
profit and we should not resort 
to bribery to get them to pro-
vide a temporary public good—
these goals are fundamentally 
incompatible. With projects 
such as Astoria Cove, the city 
has demonstrated that it can 
negotiate concessions better 
than the 20 percent required by 
421-a, in exchange for the rights 
to develop. Furthermore, the 
astronomical value of many 
of these new constructions, 
as well as the laughable offset 
scheme, indicates that 421-a or 
any substantially similar ex-
tension will be a giveaway to 
real estate interests.

The time is now, during 
boom times, to collect prop-
erty tax on the new develop-
ments in our neighborhoods, 
based on the fair market value 
of the land the stand on. Taxes 
collected can go to fund long-
deferred public housing main-
tenance, as well as subsidiz-
ing the construction of truly 
affordable buildings, rather 
than hoping for handouts from 
private interests.

Construction unions have 
a stake as well. The unions 
have insisted that any build-
ing receiving the tax break 
have mandatory provisions for 
unionized labor, a provision 
that many real estate interests 
have called “cost prohibitive.”

Furthermore, in refusing 
to respect construction unions 
and fair wages, 421-a creates 
a convenient scapegoat—non-
unionized and largely immi-
grant construction workers. 
Renewed in its current form, 
421-a will surely entrench this 
divide, as developers will al-
ways seek to pay less—build-
ing cheaply with the cheapest 
labor available.

Comprehensive reform for 
rent regulation and associated 
tax breaks for affordable hous-
ing must utilize skilled, union-
ized labor to ensure that new 
buildings are built safely—
for both the workers and the 
future residents. The unions, 
on their end, should work to 
expand and diversify mem-
bership—Asian men as well 
as Hispanic men and women 
are the least unionized popu-
lations in the United States, 
according to a report by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

COLUMNS

M
ike Long has been 
Conservative Party 
state chairman for 
27 years, guiding the 

party during that time.
The Conservative Party 

chose Republican presidential 
candidate Carly Fiorina as the 
keynote speaker for its state 
dinner. She is the former CEO 
of Hewlett-Packard Corpora-
tion.

Long feels that New York’s 
former governor, George Pata-
ki, will have an uphill fight in 
his quest to become the Repub-
lican presidential candidate, 
but he pointed out that Pataki 

was elected governor three 
times and he defeated an in-
cumbent Mario Cuomo in his 
first race for governor.

In regard to there being as 
many as 20 candidates run-
ning in the Republican prima-
ry, Long believes that some of 
them will be dropping out be-
fore Primary Day. He refers to 
those candidates who are un-
able to acquire the necessary 
finances and cannot build a 
nationwide campaign organi-
zation.

He also believes that with 
a large number of candidates 
running, it will help to get 
the Conservative message 
out. Long also expects to see 
a strong Conservative and 
Republican candidate with 
considerable finances emerge 
next year to run against 
Democratic U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY).

Although it is too early 

to speculate about the may-
oral race of 2017, nevertheless 
with Mayor DeBlasio having 
as many problems as he has, 
there may be a chance for a 
Republican victory.

Long indicated that Hil-
lary Clinton will have to deal 
with many political problems 
as she faces the voters, but 
she will still be a strong can-
didate. 

He does not believe that the 
charges against former Re-
publican state Senate Leader 
Dean Skelos will affect other 
state Senate candidates.

Long said he believes the 
main issues of the 2016 nation-
al campaign will be economic 
in terms of high taxes, jobs 
and government spending. He 
also mentioned that America’s 
role in the world has suffered 
from the standpoint that other 
nations don’t have the confi-
dence in our leadership that 

they had before. We need a 
change in our presidential 
leadership.

Long said it is too early to 
endorse a particular candi-
date for president. However 
the Republican presidential 
primary will give the elector-
ate many candidates to choose 
from. 

Long indicated America 
must regain its status in the 
free world and that the elec-
tion next year can help to 
achieve this result.

The New York State Con-
servative Party has been 
in existence since the early 
1960s. They have supported 
conservative-minded candi-
dates in both major political 
parties. They have also run 
their own candidates such as 
James Buckley, who was elect-
ed to the U.S. Senate in 1970.

In past years, registered 
members of other parties have 

supported Conservative can-
didates at the polls.

It is generally accepted that 
the New York State Conserva-
tive Party will play a vital role 
in next year’s elections in New 
York. Republicans and Demo-
crats who have Conservative 
Party support will have a bet-
ter chance of succeeding in 
the election process. 

The Conservative Party has a role to play in 2016

To keep Queens affordable, 421-a should be scrapped

Conservative 
Party state chair 

Mike Long 
believes the main 
issues in the 2016 
campaign will be 

economic.

William
Lewis
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J
effrey Deskovic is curi-
ous about everyone and 
everything. He goes to 
lectures and reaches out 

to people, including me. When 
I met the 41-year-old Throgs 
Neck activist for breakfast at 
City Coffee in Jackson Heights 
last week, he asked the weary 
waitress where she was from.

“Peru,” she replied, and she 
perked up when talk turned 
to her country’s purple corn 
drink—chicha morada. 

“It is very delicious but you 
must drink it ice-cold.”

“Bring me one of those!” 
said Jeff. 

Jeff is making up for lost 
time: the 16 years he spent be-
hind bars for a rape and mur-
der he didn’t commit.

Jeff was exonerated in 2006. 
A new DNA test matched a 

convict doing time for another 
rape and murder. Since get-
ting out, he has been bringing 
attention to wrongful convic-
tions and false confessions—
like the one he made, at age 16.

You may remember the 
case. It was up in Peekskill, 
NY, where Jeff was born and 
raised by his mom and grand-
ma. The victim was a 15-year-
old girl at his high school. Jef-
frey caught the attention of 
police for a bizarre reason: he 
seemed too deeply upset. The 
cops spent the next six weeks 
focusing on Jeff. 

“Half the time they talked 
to me as if I was a suspect. The 
other time they would pretend 
they needed my help to solve 
the crime,” said Jeff. “They’d 
say, ‘Kids won’t talk freely 
around us. They will around 
you.’ They were asking my 
opinions and congratulating 
me on my insights.”

For a shy young man who’d 
dreamed of becoming a police 
officer, these were heady, con-
fusing times. One day the cops 
said they had new, special in-
formation to give him, but it 
was so sensitive that first he 

would have to take a lie-detec-
tor test.

He skipped school for this 
incredible privilege and three 
cops drove him out of town. 
There, for the next six hours, 
they kept him in a small room, 
giving him endless cups of 
coffee—as if he wasn’t shaky 
enough—but no food. 

“After 40 minutes, the po-
lygrapher started giving me 
the third degree. He raised his 
voice and kept asking me the 
same questions over and over. 
As each hour goes by my fear 
escalates, and toward the end 
he said, ‘What do you mean 
you didn’t do it! You just told 
me through the test results 
that you did! We just want you 
to verbally confirm it!’ That 
shot my fear through the roof. 
It was then that the cop who 
pretended to be my friend told 
me the other cops were going 
to harm me—he said he’d been 
holding them back but couldn’t 
indefinitely. And he added if I 
did as they wanted, they would 
stop and I could go home after-
wards.”

Jeffrey fell to the floor and 
curled into fetal position, sob-

bing. But he gave them their 
confession. The false one that 
sent him to prison.

There was no other evi-
dence against him. His semen 
did not match that found on the 
victim, but the prosecutor said 
it didn’t matter because the 
girl was promiscuous—even 
though police interviewed 19 
friends who confirmed that 
she had never had a boyfriend, 
much less sex. But those in-
terviews were kept from Jeff’s 
Legal Aid lawyer, who, for his 
part, never bothered to inter-
view Jeff’s alibi—the boy he’d 
been playing Wiffle ball with 
at the time of the murder. 

After 15 years behind bars, 
Jeff finally came up for parole. 
He still said he was innocent. 
To the board, this meant he 
was not taking responsibility 
for his actions. 

Parole denied.  
He was freed only after 

the Innocence Project took 
his case and did the new DNA 
test.

Jeff sued the prosecutors 
who kept the evidence from 
his lawyer, and his lawyer who 
didn’t interview his alibi, and 

the polygrapher who said the 
test had “proven” his guilt—
and won.

With that money, he set up a 
foundation to help the unjustly 
imprisoned. Now a lawyer, in-
vestigator and paralegal work 
on exonerating people behind 
bars for no reason—and help-
ing them once they get out. 

But most of all, they’re 
working to prevent wrongful 
convictions in the first place.

There’s a bipartisan bill 
in Albany that would create 
a commission on prosecutor 
conduct, Jeff says. The com-
mission would punish pros-
ecutors who railroad defen-
dants.  

And with that he finished 
his story and his chicha mora-
da. He smiled at the waitress, 
and headed out into a beauti-
ful June day. 

He has lots to do. 
Visit  www.deskovic.org or 

write to jeffreydeskovicfoun-
dation@gmail.com.

Lenore Skenazy speaks at 
conferences, companies, and 
schools about her book and 
blog Free-Range Kids.

COLUMNS

In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical Soci-
ety, the Times–Ledger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history.

H
ighly-decorated World 
War II veteran, finance 
industry executive and 
government official, 

Yeiichi “Kelly” Kuwayama was 
born on June 1, 1918 in Man-
hattan and later grew up in 
Woodside, Queens. After grad-
uating Newtown High School 
in Elmhurst, Kuwayama be-
came one of the first Japanese-
Americans to attend Prince-
ton University. He vol unteered 
for service in the famed 
442nd Regimental Combat 

Team, consisting of soldiers 
of Japanese ancestry, and 
saw heavy fighting as a com-
bat medic in Europe. Follow-
ing the war, he worked for 
Nomura Securities in occu-
pied Japan and later rose to 
become the general manager 
of the investment bank’s US 
operations before serving as a 
government official in Wash-
ington, DC. At the time of his 
passing in 2014 at age 96, he 
was the oldest living Asian-
American Princeton alumnus 
and was survived by two of his 
siblings and his wife, Fumiko. 
Born to immigrants from Nii-
gata Prefecture, Japan, Kelly 
Kuwayama’s father worked 
as a cook for a wealthy family 

in Manhattan before building 
a small business empire that 
included movie houses on the 
Atlantic City boardwalk and 
an art supplies and Japanese 
grocery business. Reflect-
ing on his family history, the 
distinguished war veteran 
remembered the tragic death 
of his infant sister Yuki in 
1918 and his father’s decision 
to bury her in a cemetery plot 
in New York City as a commit-
ment to build a life in their ad-
opted country and raise their 
children as Americans.

Before attending Princ-
eton, Kuwayama grew up in a 
Depression-era Woodside com-
munity where he recalls being 
part of the only Asian family. 
He excelled in his studies as a 
member of the Newtown High 
School class of 1936. Following 
his graduation from Princeton 
in 1940, however, the New York 
native tasted the bitterness of 
discrimination as he struggled 
to find employment. With the 

clouds of war gathering, the 
young man was soon drafted 
into the Army and in 1943 vol-
unteered for the 442nd.

For service to his coun-
try in World War II, Kelly 
Kuwayama’s decorations in-
cluded the Silver and Bronze 
Stars, Purple Heart, Legion of 
Merit and the French Legion of 
Honor. After returning state-
side, he earned an MBA from 
Harvard University on the GI 
Bill and worked for Nomura 
Securities, first in war-torn, 
impoverished Tokyo and later 
in New York City.

After working in finance 
for over 20 years, he was once 
again called to serve his coun-
try, working for the Depart-
ment of Commerce and the 
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission in Washington, D.C. 
In recognition of his service 
to the United States, Yeiichi 
“”Kelly” Kuwayama is in-
terred in Arlington National 
Cemetery. A modest memo-

rial in the Japanese section 
of Mount Olivet Cemetery in 
Maspeth is also testimony to 
the inspiring story of a man 
from Queens.

Commenting on his experi-
ence as a patriotic American 
born to Japanese immigrants, 
Kuwayama reflected “being 
an American in outlook yet 
knowing myself to be a Japa-
nese-American made it hard at 
times, but they are complemen-
tary aspects to who I am. What 
I take from both is the Ameri-
can gung-ho spirit of aspiring 
to greatness tempered by the 
more down-to-earth Asian ac-
ceptance that there are pro-
cesses beyond the reach of 
understanding. I can say that 
both these approaches have led 
to a balanced life and an ability 
to stay true to my own self.”

For further information, 
call the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit our website at www.as-
torialic.org.

A hero’s legacy celebrates the best of East and West

An unjustly accused man wants justice for all
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The Port Authority presented 
the details of its noise studies at the 
Queens Borough Board meeting Mon-
day as it announced the opening of new 
office to work with the community on 
complaints.

Now in full swing, the Part 150 stud-
ies, as they are called, are intended 
to re-evaluate aviation noise levels 
around New York’s two major airports. 
The technical analysis for the studies 
is just beginning.

In an attempt to streamline commu-
nication and improve transparency be-
tween the airports and the surround-
ing communities, the new noise office 
was accompanied by the launch of a 
new website that will include monthly 
community updates on the ongoing 
studies.

“This provides us with a mecha-
nism to improve the compatibility be-
tween the airports and surrounding 
communities,” said Edward Knoesel, 
the senior manager for the Port Au-
thority Aviation Department’s envi-
ronmental and noise programs.

The Port Authority’s prime consul-
tant, Environmental Science Associ-
ates, will produce noise exposure map 
reports and see which land use is com-
patible.

Community members requested 
that the Port Authority give them 
more of a stake in the recently initi-
ated Technical Advisory Committee, 
or TAC, which governs the analysis of 
the technical parts of the studies.

Under federal regulations govern-
ing the study for each Queens airport, 
aircraft noise is measured using Day-
Night Average Sound Level, or DNL. 
The DNL measurement system aver-
ages noise levels across 365 days a year, 
weighting nighttime levels heavier 
than daytime.

A DNL of 65 decibels is the baseline 
level at which federal funding would 
be available for noise mitigation strat-
egies.

As Environmental Science spends 
the next year creating noise exposure 
maps around John F. Kennedy and La-
Guardia airports, the firm will have to 
develop new noise level contours from 
ground monitoring systems and cross 
examine them with zoning and land 
use where DNL is above 65.

Based on the noise exposure map 
reports for either airport, the Port Au-
thority will create noise compatibil-
ity programs that may result in noise 
abatement or mitigation strategies for 
neighborhoods with a heavy impact 
and apply for federal funding accord-
ingly.

The reports are scheduled to be 
released in the third quarter of 2016, 

along with five-year aviation forecasts 
to help predict future changes to the 
noise exposure maps and take them 
into consideration when coming up 
with mitigation and abatement strate-
gies. 

Those strategies may include 
changes to flight patterns, aircraft 
operation, airport layout and runway 
use, or more rarely, soundproofing in 
some eligible affected properties.

“We want to speed this up as much 
as we can, but it has to be done accord-
ing to the regulations,” Knoesel said 
during his presentation.

Because the technical analysis is 
just beginning, the Port Authority’s 
noise study TAC met for its first work-
shop last week.

Community Aviation Roundtable 
Coordinating Committee co-chairs 
Barbara Brown and Janet McEneany 
demanded that there be more commu-
nity representation on the TACBrian 
Wills and Susan Carroll were desig-
nated committee members for those 
committee meetings, but Brown said 
representation among airport stake-
holders is unbalanced in favor of the 
airlines.

“Who should be a part of TAC, and 
who should be represented? What 
about the stakeholders that live at 
the mouths of either airport? I didn’t 
see them at the committee meeting,” 
Brown said before the Borough Board. 
“So I think there needs to be further 
discussion about proportional repre-
sentation.” 

Knoesel said the Port Authority 
might be up for having that discussion, 
but would want to be sure that any 
committee member take the commit-
ment seriously and be knowledgeable 
on the technical aspects of the study.

Community Aviation Roundtable Co-Chair 
Janet McEneany advocates for more com-
munity representation on the Technical 
Advisory Committees of the Part 150 stud-
ies. Photo by Tom Momberg

New offi ce to address 
airplane noise issuesGerman   Lessons

for  
Children

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4–5 From 4:30–6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5–6

Other Classes Ages 7–l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

1Rate information as of 06/08/15. The payment on a $200,000 30-year Conforming 
Fixed Rate Loan at 4.125% and 80% loan-to-value (LTV) is $969.30 with no points 
due at closing. The estimated Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 4.190%. Payment 
does not include private mortgage insurance, taxes, insurance premiums or additional 
�������	
��
����
	
����	��������	�	����	���������	�
��������	��������
�����	��	��	�����	����	���
������������ ���������� �	����
��������������
�
��������	������� �������	������� ���������� 
��
������
	����
���	�� ���	��
���	��� ��	���
���	!�	����
	�" �������� �	���	�
	������
��������
������� 
Assumes closing costs are paid out of pocket; this is your primary residence and is a 
�����	 "��������	#�	��������
��	 ����� �� �	�� ����&'*#���
�	��� �
��	�"+''��
greater, and an escrow account is used for the payment of taxes and insurance. The lock 
�	����"���������	��7'���������������	���:	
���
�	������������<����
�������������
����""	����	���:	
���
����	�=����������
����	��������	���������	��>������	���	 
��������	� �������=	�?��@B�����������@ D=>E�GHIJH+7K>MGHNOIQSK��
�"�����	�"=	�?��@B���	�
������@�
��	���@������	��������	"������������
��	������U""	�����	�������������	
���
�	�����"��	���@��������	�

Call (866) 789-7878 ����	���	������	�K 
�����������=?B�>������	M��	
��
�����	������	������	W

Are You a First-Time  
Homebuyer?

Ask us about our other loan options 
that require little or no personal funds 
for a down payment.

4.125% 4.190%
APR

3 0 - Y E A R  F I X E D  R AT E  M O RT G A G E 1

A Mortgage for Your Community.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A City Council resolution 
which asks for funding from 
city, state and federal mon-
ies to remedy the foreclosed 
and zombie homes that have 
plagued northern and south-
ern Queens was introduced 
last week . 

The resolution calls on the 
state Legislature and elected 
officials to allocate funds re-
ceived through settlements 
with lending institutions for 
subprime and predatory loans 
to those communities after the 
2008 mortgage crisis hit the na-
tion. In 2012, nearly $600 mil-
lion was allocated by the fed-
eral government to New York 
state for loan modifications, 
refinancing and to pay for le-
gal services and housing coun-
seling for borrowers facing 
foreclosure. Additionally, the 
state received nearly $1 billion 
from other settlements related 
to foreclosure litigation. From 
the $248 million in settlement 
funding allocated in the 2015-
2016 general budget, less than 
$100 million is projected to be 
utilized for housing assistance 

programs.
The resolution, authored by 

Councilman  I.Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans) and sponsored 
by Council members Ruben 
Wills (D-South Ozone Park), 
Donovan Richards (D-Laurel-
ton), Inez Barron (D-Brook-
lyn), Deborah Rose (D-Staten 
Island), and Daniel Garodnick 
(D-Manhattan) asks for city, 
state and federal funds from 
the settlement to help New 
York families to find relief 
from foreclosed properties. 

The foreclosure crisis in 
New York City has been large-
ly concentrated in southeast 
Queens, central and eastern 
Brooklyn, and the Bronx. 
More than 9,000 homes have 
defaulted since April 2013 in 
southeast Queens, according 
to the resolution. 

“There are a number of pub-
lic and private funds that can 
be used to help families keep 
their homes,” Miller said. 

 The resolution says the 
funding may in turn be uti-
lized to assist homeowners by 
providing housing counseling, 
legal services, and funding for 
buybacks of mortgages from 

the federal government.
“This is the first step to re-

claiming the wealth that had 
been seized from our commu-
nity through subprime and 
predatory lending,” Miller 
said. “It is vital that we utilize 
foreclosure settlement fund-
ing to make whole those ho-
meowners most impacted by 
this crisis. I am hopeful that 
our representatives in Albany 
will be receptive towards this 

resolution and look forward 
to continuing to partner with 
them and our colleagues in the 
federal government on this is-
sue.”

 The City Council is now in 
negotiations with the Federal 
Housing Administration to 
help fund part of the resolu-
tion. 

Miller explained that fore-
closures have a ripple effect on 
the community. When a home 

goes into foreclosure, a family 
loses their home and a neigh-
borhood loses its value and 
can become plagued by zombie 
homes, which are uncared for 
and abandoned properties.  

“When banks do noth-
ing, we end up with zombie 
homes,” the councilman said. 
“We are hoping to get  Coun-
cil, admin  (mayors’s office) 
and state funding. Vacant and 
distressed homes could be 
turned over and sold back to 
the community at a reasonable 
amount.” 

“There are many ideas and 
this has really taken on a life 
of its own,” Miller said. “The 
biggest thing is we address 
these issues as a whole com-
munity but mostly to protect 
the economy of the commu-
nity. More than 100,000 homes 
went under foreclosure dur-
ing the crisis and 9,000 just in 
southeast Queens.” 

If the resolution passes, 
then southeast Queens dubbed 
“the foreclosure capital” as 
the epicenter of the mortgage 
crisis, has been chosen as the 
area where the pilot program 
would be first implemented.

Council member I. Daneek Miller is sponsoring a resolution to use public 
funds to buy family homes that are being foreclosed. 

Miller seeks funds for foreclosed owners

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS

ACHOO...........FLU
OUCH!...STITCHES
WHOOPS....X-RAY

191-20 Northern Blvd.
Bayside, NY 11358

718-224-8855
Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm

Sat. & Sun. 8am-7pm

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.
Glendale, NY 11385

718-805-9581
Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm

Sat. & Sun. 9am-3pm

CK junior, Melissa Lent, has 
been chosen as winning par-
ticipant in the Police Athletic 
League’s annual competition, 
Police Commissioner for a 
Day.  Winners are chosen 
through an essay contest.  

Melissa is amongst other 
New York City students who 
will be paired with members 
of the Police Department’s 
executive corps, borough and 
precinct commanders for a 
day.  

“Christ the King High 
School is proud to have a rep-
resentative from our school 
participating in the Police 
Commissioner for a Day Pro-
gram,” said Principal Manna-
rino.  “Melissa exemplifies our 
school’s mission in teaching 
young students to become 
independent thinkers and the 
moral leaders of tomorrow.”

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Student Chosen to Participate in 
Police Commissioner for a Day Program
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Custom Wood

Arbor PVC RailingCedar PVC

Two Tone

**Up to 20% off select styles.  *Up to $300 off with purchase of 140ft or more of installed fencing. Must present this ad at time of purchase to receive discount.  
Some styles may be excluded. Excludes aluminum and chain link fence.  See store for details. Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases. Valid 
on new installations only.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Aluminum

With Fence Installation 
of 140 Feet Or More*

Must Bring In This Ad
Hurry! Offer Ends Soon!

BONUS OFFER
QUALITY. VALUE. VARIETY. SERVICE.

AAFree 
“At Home”

Estimates on
New Projects†

1-800-BUY-FENCEwww.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Residential & Commercial
Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

OVERSTOCKED

Privacy PVC

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

$300 OFFUP
TO

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

Illinois PVC

LET’S MAKE A DEAL!
20% OFFUP

TO

ALL STORES CLOSED FATHER’S DAY

**NOW THRU 
JULY 3RD
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Workers at the New York State Pa-
vilion began a $3 million beautifica-
tion project Sunday applying the origi-
nal “American Cheese” yellow paint to 
the weather-worn structure.

Two bridge and steel painting 
unions were going to provide the work 
for free as part of their apprenticeship 
training program, but the plan had to 
be modified.

“When we started putting up the 
scaffolding, we realized it proved too 
difficult for just the apprentices,” Jed 
Colden, the executive director for the 
International Union of Painting Con-
tractors Association, said. “We had 
to bring in expert rigger foremen and 
journeymen in to help because the job 
is so complicated.”

The extra labor costs will not be 
passed on to the city. Union president 
Keiran Ahern will be paying the extra 
labor from the union’s  promotional 
fund. When the project was announced 
in May, Ahern called it a labor of love. 

“This is really important to him,” 
Colden said. “We’re aiming to have the 
whole Pavilion painted in time for the 
US Open and we should meet that pro-
jection if the rains hold off.”

Meanwhile, the city Parks Depart-
ment is considering adding gates to the 
entrances of Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park after officers from the 110th 

Precinct handed out 39 summonses to 
late night partyers on May 31.

“The boathouse and Marina West 
parking lots provide a number of uses 
to everyday park goers, so we are 
working to find a solution that will 
take both public use and enforcement 
needs into account,” Queens Parks 
Commissioner Dorothy Lewandowski 
said. “As always, safety is always our 
top priority - we have already installed 
speed bumps at the entrance to the 
boathouse to deter reckless driving, 
and are exploring the feasibility of pur-
chasing and installing gates as well as 
other options.”

— Bill Parry

Farmers are coming to Queens Bor-
ough Hall.

GrowNYC, the group that organizes 
farmers markets in New York City, is in 
the process of setting up shop in front 
of Queens Borough Hall, according to a 
spokeswoman for the organization. 

“Borough President Katz is inter-
ested in making greenmarkets more 
available throughout Queens,” a 
spokeswoman for Katz said. “For this 
proposal, we look forward to receiving 
answers to the community’s questions, 
including but not limited to planned 
hours of operation.”

According to the spokeswoman, 
there are some issues that still have 
to be figured out, including the size 
of the market, preventing foot traffic 
from being blocked and making sure 
the train grates that pepper the area 
remain clear.

There are seven farmers markets 
in the borough so far and Community 
Board 9 is currently deliberating on the 
plans and they are expected to make a 
decision soon. According to a spokes-
woman for the community board, they 
are likely to make a decision early next 
week. 

Dozens of angry Court Square resi-
dents joined City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) to call on 
the Department of Transportation to 
restore nearly 190 public parking per-
mits that were withdrawn from the 
neighborhood. After a policy change, 
DOT officials significantly decreased 
the number of monthly parking per-
mits and began using the public spaces 
to house agency vehicles and materi-
als.

“Parking is precious in Long Island 
City and to take away these much-need-
ed spaces is dead wrong,” Van Bramer 
said. “What has been done can be un-
done. We are calling on the agency to 
give back these parking spaces to the 
hardworking residents of Long Island 
City who deserve it.”

The reduction of spaces has disrupt-
ed the lives of many residents and busi-
nesses who have relied on the Court 
Square Municipal Parking Garage. 

Union apprentices are painting the New York 
State Pavillion, part of a $3 million beautifi-
cation project that they're doing for free. 

Photo by Bill Parry

DOT swipes parking spots in LIC

Boro Hall gets green

Pavilion project beginsThe Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Vendors
Calling all

Sunday, June 28, 2015
11 am - 5 pm
Rockaway Beach Blvd.
Btwn. B111 & B112 St.

Only $30!

Reserve Your
10 by 10 Space

Today

Half A Block
From the Beach

Parking On-Site

Contact (347) 913-5665
marissa@wecarenewyork.org

Like

Tweet
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MONDAY 8:00am - 4:30pm

TUESDAY 8:00am - 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY 8:00am - 5:00pm

THURSDAY 8:00am - 4:30pm

FRIDAY 8:00am - 4:30pm

SATURDAY 
�rst and third Sat of each month

9:00am - 5:00pm

Free pregnancy tests, all 
gynecological, contraceptive 
and prenatal services available

To make an appointment,
please call (718) 670-8992

Flushing Hospital Medical Center
4500 Parsons Blvd., 5th �oor

Flushing, NY 11355

Extended hours for 
your convenience

www.�ushinghospital.org
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The state Assembly passed 
Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein’s (D-Bayside) legisla-
tion last week that would ban 
a synthetic drug, known as 
“N-Bomb” or “Smiles” which 
started to surface in 2013,

Braunstein’s bill is being 
carried through the Senate 
by co-sponsor Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and comes following 
an uptick in hospitalizations 
in New York resulting from 
the use of synthetic drugs.

The bill, A.627 in the As-
sembly and S.738 in the Sen-
ate, would add three chemi-
cal substances found in the 
“N-Bomb” drug, as well as the 
short-acting synthetic psyche-
delic drug 2C-I, to Schedule 1, 
the list of banned substances 
in the state public health law.

“N-Bomb” is meant to mim-
ic the effects of the hallucino-
gen LSD, but because the drug 
is produced chemically, its po-
tency varies as do its effects.

Synthetic drugs, as the 
bill notes, are often viewed by 
their users as an alternative to 
already illegal drugs.

The chemical compounds 
contained within the drugs 
are often not included in medi-
cal drug testing for employ-
ment, probation or parole.

A similar law, which was 
pushed by Braunstein and 
passed in 2011, banned anoth-
er synthetic psychedelic, and 
New York prohibited the sale 
and possession of synthetic 
marijuana known as “Spice” 

or “K2” in 2012.  
“Just as my 2011 legislation 

banning bath salts helped to 
prevent an epidemic in New 
York, this bill would perma-
nently ban these dangerous 
chemicals before the problem 
becomes widespread in our 
state,” Braunstein said in a 
statement. “These dangerous 
substances are being mar-
keted throughout the country, 

and the result is the same as 
bath salts—damaging effects 
to the user and potentially 
dangerous consequences for 
our communities.”

Despite the laws already 
on the books banning many of 
the substances, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo issued a state health 
alert in April warning that 
increased calls to state poison 
control centers this spring 

were the result of synthetic-
drug use.

“Synthetic drugs are any-
thing but harmless, and this 
rash of severe health emergen-
cies across the state is direct 
proof,” Cuomo said in a state-
ment. “We banned synthetic 
marijuana, bath salts and sim-
ilar substances to avoid the di-
sastrous results that occur.”

The chemical compounds 
used to manufacture “N-bomb” 
are next up for the state’s list 
of bannedsubstances, as the 
effects of the new synthetic 
drug are often even more har-
rowing than that of synthetic 
marijuana or bath salts. It has 
already resulted in 17 deaths 
in the United States, according 
to the Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center in Nashville, 
Tenn.

Side effects of “N-Bomb” in-
clude but are not limited to sei-
zures, psychotic episodes, loss 
of consciousness and bleeding 
from the brain.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

The synthetic drug "N-Bomb" most commonly comes on blotter tabs, similar to LSD. Courtesy of hightimes.com

Assembly passes Braunstein’s ‘N-Bomb’ ban

THE WORS T THING 

YOU CAN DO IF 

YOU T HINK YOU 

SMELL  A  GAS LE AK 

IS  NO THING.

Smell gas. Act fast. Don’t assume someone else will call 
911, 1-800-75-CONED (26633) or your local utility. Leave 
the area immediately and make the call yourself. You can 
report a gas-related emergency anonymously, and not even 
be there when help arrives. For more gas safety information, 
visit conEd.com and take safety into your own hands.
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$100 REBATE*
ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheer
(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

1 Skyline® Gliding Window Panels
(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

2 Pirouette® Window Shadings
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

2 Silhouette® Window Shadings
(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades
(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

Shine the light. Design the light.
Hunter Douglas window fashions allow you to design with light in so many ways.
Illuminate, soften or darken your spaces. Create a shimmering glow, dramatic rays, a 
soothing retreat. Ask for details.

WINDOW TREATMENTS

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

,VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 5/5/15 – 6/30/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid 
reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months 
after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All 
trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

SKYLINE® GLIDING WINDOW PANELS
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BY MADINA TOURE

Concerns about crime 
and sanitation issues on Hill-
side Avenue were addressed 
by about 40 neighborhood 
residents at a town hall that 
launched the Jamaica Hills 
Merchant Association. 

Established with a $10,000 
grant from City Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest), 
the association was formed 
by the merchants on Hillside 
Avenue between Parsons Bou-
levard and 172nd Street to 
guarantee equal access to city 
resources for the 89 businesses 
along the corridor. 

Lancman said he wants 
to promote the association’s 
website, www.shopjamaica-
hills.com—which he and the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce 
started—and eventually estab-
lish a business improvement 
district. 

“This is your opportu-
nity to raise your concerns 
and make government know 
what it is that you need done 

for you,” Lancman said at the 
town hall meeting announc-
ing the association June 10 at 
the Exit Realty Office at 164-13 
Hillside Ave.  

The chamber conducted a 
survey along the association’s 
coverage area, according to 
Gregory Rose, the chamber’s 
communications and intergov-
ernmental manager. 

Joseph Seminara, a cap-
tain for the 103rd Precinct, 
said the precinct has recorded 
slightly more than 50 crime 
complaints on Hillside Ave-
nue—three times fewer than 
Jamaica Avenue—and made 
more than 140 arrests, many of 
those at collision-prone inter-
sections where people get into 
car accidents and pedestrians 
are struck by cars. 

The numbers indicate the 
high level of cooperation from 
business owners, he said, not-
ing the 103rd and 107th pre-
cincts have revamped 169th 
Street and Hillside Avenue. 

“Now there’s an island, 
there’s a turn signal, there’s 

expanded lanes once you get 
on the northern side,” Semi-
nara said. 

He also said there are 70 
impact officers from the 103rd 
Precinct stationed on Hillside 
Avenue and on Jamaica Av-
enue between 150th Street and 

Merrick Boulevard.
The city Department of 

Transportation is studying 
Hillside Avenue over the next 
12 to 18 months as part of a 
citywide plan to revamp park-
ing in commercial corridors. 

“I know it’s a long way 
away considering that you 
have parking problems now, 
but we do see the need and we 
are tackling this citywide, not 
just in Queens,” Richard Gip-
petti, a borough planner for 
DOT,   said.

He also noted that the agen-
cy would roll out LED lights 
in Queens over the next 18 
months.

Residents raised concerns 
about garbage not being picked 
up, trouble makers in front of 
businesses, lack of safety, jay-
walking and suggested the use 
of auxiliary officers.

Nasrin Chowdhury, 44, who 
owns a bridal shop on 167th 
Street and Hillside Avenue, 
said people feel uncomfortable 
approaching individuals who 
stand in front of businesses for 

a long time gossiping, smoking 
or drinking, for example. . 

“They feel very intimidat-
ed,” Chowdhury said.

Bruno Iciano, community 
affairs liaison for the city 
Department of Sanitation, 
advocated the adopt-a-basket 
program for businesses and 
acknowledged past collection 
issues, but stressed that resi-
dents should make complaints 
swiftly. 

“All complaints have to be 
answered in a timely manner ,” 
Iciano said.

Tim Hughes, 64, who lives 
on 89th Avenue and Merrick 
Boulevard, praised the 103rd 
Precinct. 

“When you get involved di-
rectly, it does work,” Hughes 
said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

RORY LANCMAN 

Jamaica Hills Merchant Association launches 
Lancman, Chamber of Commerce announce new group for Hillside Avenue businesses 

my

- Missy Cohen Pirinea

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
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We congratulate our graduating seniors  

on their acceptances to the following 

colleges and universities:

Adelphi

Amherst

Bard

Boston University

Bowdoin

California University, PA

Clark

Claremont McKenna

Colgate

Cornell

CUNY

Drew

Emory

Fairfield

Fordham

119-17 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills, NY 11375-6143

We are so proud to welcome our newest group of 
alumni, and look forward to hearing of their future 

accomplishments. Ad Summum!

Georgetown

Goucher

Hampshire

Howard

Lafayette

LIU Post

Molloy

Northeastern

New School

NYU

Pace

Penn State

Skidmore

St. John’s

SUNY Albany

SUNY Binghamton

SUNY Cortland

SUNY New Paltz

SUNY Stony Brook

Susquehanna

Syracuse

Temple

Tufts

Tulane

University of New Haven

U of MA, Amherst

Wheaton

William and Mary

Zambia Centre for  
 Accounting Studies
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BY SHANNA FULD
 
Samsung Electronic Amer-

ica employees,  headquartered 
in Richfield Park, New Jersey 
did their part to help Autistic 
students at a Douglaston pre-
school last week. 

As part of what the smart 
phone company calls the Sam-
sung Day of Service, the em-
ployees came by bus from the 
their New Jersey headquarters 
June 11 to the preschool, which 
is run by Quality Services for 
the Autism Community, a non-
profit that supports children 
and adults with autism. Based 
out of Marathon Jewish Com-
munity Center, the preschool 
was happy to have the volun-
teers.  

Volunteers performed a va-
riety of tasks to aid the teach-
ers, such as putting up bulle-
tin boards and creating art for 
classrooms. 

“Teaching special ed is 
non-stop,” Trae Collins, a 
teacher at the preschool, said 
. “There’s always something 

that needs to be done,.”
Collins had one volunteer, 

Susan Becker, help cut the 
laminated papers, which are 

a part of the Picture Exchange 
Communication Systems.  
PECS is a well-known mecha-
nism in the autism commu-
nity for helping students ex-
press themselves. Each of the 
laminated pieces has a picture 
and word on it. For example, 
one would have the word “toy” 
along with a picture of a toy. 
The squares have Velcro at-
tached to the back and are 
put onto a receiving Velcro 
board where students string 
the words together to express 
emotion and requests. A stu-
dent asked for and received 
his xylophone using the PECS 
system after Becker finished 
the new parts. 

“She gave words to our stu-
dent. She gave him a voice,” 
Collins said.

“We got a choice between a 
number of initiatives,” Becker 
said. “This is something that 
connects and that I didn’t 
know a lot about. It adds a 
different component to what 
we do at Samsung, getting us 
out of that everyday routine 

to build a stronger commu-
nity. It’s more than just selling 
stuff.” 

Samsung CEO Gregory Lee 
came to the volunteer site. 

“If Gregory Lee is here,” 
Becker said, “there’s definitely 
support at the highest level.” 

Intern tax analyst Sheneva 
Merrin read  “The Very Hun-
gry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle 
to a classroom of wide-eyed 
students. The kids came up to 
touch the cardboard pages at 
the end.

 “I have been interacting 
with disabled individuals for 
16 years of my life, so I have a 
passion for this,” Merrin said.

The event garnered smiles 
from everyone involved. Two 
other interns sat before the 
class while Merrin read. 

“It’s been an excellent day. 
I’m glad to get some hands-on 
experience with my co-work-
ers and students in the com-
munity,” said Jamie Warner, 
a corporate communication 
intern.

Samsung interns (front to back) Sheneva Merrin, Jamie Warner and Yong 
A. Kwon use their service day to read “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” to 
QSAC students Emmanuel Sanchez and Shamar Lawson, both age 5.  

Shanna Fuld

Samsung workers take day off to help children
Students with Autism benefi t from employees who come to smile and read books together

Q: My yard is not level in certain spots. I actually have a slope running from the house to the curb. Can a fence be installed on a slope?

A: There are two options you have to address a property with sloping uneven ground. The fence can be installed with a stepping effect. 
This will keep the fence sections level on the top and step down to a different height as you go down the slope, creating small gaps under 
������������	���	��
���������������������������������������������������������	����������������������������������������	�������������

the grade of the ground. This way prevents any gaps under the fence but gives the fence an 
unlevel look. 
 
Q: Everyone in my neighborhood has a white fence, what are my other options for fence 
and colors?

A:  ������ ��� ��������������	�������� ����������������
��� ������	���������������������������
Amendola’s Fence Company has two different variations of an earthy tan color, either Tan or 
Adobe. We also have a Gray color and a beautiful Sandstone color which has streaks to give 
���	������������	���������!������������������	������������������������������������	������
���	����������	���������������	��	��	�����"�	���	���������������������������������
��	�����
the monotony of all white. This option is called a Two-Tone fence.  So there are many options 
������������������������������������#���	��������������$���������������������������������

person and customize the perfect fence for your home.
 
Do you have a question for the experts at Amendola’s Fence? Stop by any of their three convenient locations in Baldwin, Jericho, or 
Amityville NY or call them at 1-800-BUY-FENCE. See their entire line of fencing at www.Amendolas.com.

Homeowners  Fence Questions Answered 
By The Experts At Amendola’s Fence Co.

An Amendola’s fence is installed on a sloping 
property with a “Stepped Effect” which keeps 
the tops of the sections level.
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Start Here. Go Anywhere.
BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Apply Now for Fall.
www.bmcc.cuny.edu/apply | applynow@bmcc.cuny.edu

★
★★★★★★

★
★★

★★★★
★★★★★

★
★

★
★★★★★★★★★★★★★

Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorcamps.com

Aviator Sports and Events Center

SummerSummerDay CampCamp

New this summer: "Aviator’s Got Talent” show,
new field trips and the Brain Challenge Game Show.

Not just sports, we have arts and crafts too.

718.758.7510
Open House Dates from 12:00pm - 4:00pm:
Saturday, June 20th & Sunday, June 28th
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Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
300 Jay Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201

Follow Us: www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

718.260.5500

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!
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BY MADINA TOURE

Elected officials and city 
immigrant groups announced 
the second annual Immigra-
tion Resource Fair which 
will include a legal clinic and 
community-based organiza-
tions at a news conference at 
the Flushing Library Monday 
morning.  

The Immigration Resource 
Fair, which will take place 
June 21 from 12 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at the Flushing Library 
at 41-17 Main St., will include a 
free on-site legal clinic, munic-
ipal ID sign-up and enrollment 
and direct, one-stop access 
to more than 35 community-
based organizations and gov-
ernment agencies. 

There will also be work-
shops addressing immigra-
tion fraud, navigating the 
education system, workforce 
rights and protections and 
immigrant entrepreneurship. 
Translation services will be 
available in Bengali, Chinese, 
Korean and Spanish. 

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, non-profit Im-
migrant Advancement Mat-

ters and the Queens Library 
are co-hosting this year’s fair. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing), Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing), City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) and the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Immigrant Affairs are 
co-sponsoring the fair. 

“They’ve all been working 
very hard to get the word out,” 
Katz said. 

Alexandra Ruiz, founder 
and executive director of Im-
migrant Advancement Mat-
ters and a Flushing resident, 
said the fair hits close to home 
as someone whose family emi-
grated from the Dominican 
Republic and once was an un-
documented immigrant her-
self. 

“I am proud to say that we 
lived the undocumented ex-
perience and that experience 
has shaped every aspect of my 
life,” Ruiz said. 

The fair aims to connect 
people with non-profits, gov-
ernment agencies, legal re-
sources and local businesses 
that serve the immigrant 
community in Queens and 
throughout the city. 

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), the fair’s honorary 
co-host, stressed the urgency 
of passing comprehensive im-
migration reform, noting that 

families become separated 
while waiting for immigration 
applications to be cleared.

“We still have a lot of work 
to do in Washington, D.C.,” 

Meng said. 
Koo said the fair would 

expose immigrants to a wide 
range of resources in one 
place.

“New York City has so 
many resources for new im-
migrants, but the problem is 
that they don’t know about it,” 
he said. 

Monica Sibri, founder 
and president of the CUNY 
DREAMers, a university-wide 
student-led organization that 
represents the needs of un-
documented students, said the 
organization started a health 
awareness campaign and will 
participate in the fair.

“Our own members were 
not getting any health cover-
age,” Sibri said.

Partners in Progress, Ko-
rean Community Services of 
Metropolitan New York and 
Asian Americans for Equality 
were also present at the news 
conference. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Borough President Melinda Katz (r) and immigrant advocacy leaders are 
promoting the Immigration Resource Fair. Photo by Madina Toure

Queens Library hosts immigration fair

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 6/19/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888
           MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2009 Ford Flex, 69k A14526 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 6/19/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$17,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

E FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'11 HONDA ODYSSEY

35k miles, Stk#4830

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, PMU 534295 $3,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
 ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 

 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
  2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
          MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!
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Turning strawberries into a cause for celebration

How many quarts do you want, young lady? 

The strawberries for the festival came from several farms on eastern Long Island. 

Grillmaster for the day is realtor Douglas Montgomery, who is also a member of Community Board 11. Check 
out the Grateful Dead apron. 

In the church hall, the tables are set up for those who 
couldn't wait to get home to eat their berries.

The Zion Episcopal Church has been staging an annual strawberry festi-
val on Northern Boulevard since 1830. 

The festival flea market is set up in the church ceme-
tery among headstones that date back to the 1800s.

Photos by MIchael Shain
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www.queenslibrary.org
Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system.

“ I’m getting an MBA in Public Health and Environmental 
Health. At Queens Library, I get access to computers 
and reference books – all for free.” 

Muhamad, Student

6031c-1/12

QUEENS LIBRARY CONNECTS ME TO

EDUCATION
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Photos by Michael Shain

Businesswoman Tai Wang (l) adjusts the microphone as she gets ready 
to speak at the Queens Botanical Garden's annual Rose Gala this year in 
her honor. Rovena Schirling (c), chairman of QBC, and Susan Lacerte, ex-
ecutive director, introduced her. 

Say hi! Teacher Bonnie Elkaim's pre-K art class at PS/IS 87Q makes its 
annual visit to the Middle Village Senior Center for help on their dream 
house projects. 

Old and young create together
The QBG's Rose Garden was in full bloom for the gala.

The Visitors Center at QBG, now eight years old, is said to be "the greenest building in New York" and has an 
award to prove it. 

Photos by Michael Shain

Atena Dancu shows off her ambitious model of a house based on a dream 
from a childrens book.

At QBG, everything 
comes up roses 

Elina Lin puts the finishing touches on her princess-themed house.



TIMESLEDGER, JUNE 19–25, 2015 35  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Security Guard  
Training
Become a NY State Certified  
Security Guard Today!
8 HR. PREASSIGNEMET  •  16 HR. ON THE JOB TRAINING 
FIREGUARD PREP  •  IDC- (INSTURCTOR DEVELOPMENT COURSE)
F8O CORDINATOR OF FIRE SAGETY & ALARM SYSTEMS

E F F I C I E N T  C A R E  T R A I N I N G  C E N T E R

Home Health Aide 
Training
Your Future Starts Now!
Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!
DAY & EVENING COURSES • EXPERIENCED INSTRUCTORS
JOB ASSISTANCE PROVIDED • SE HABLA ESPANOL

Instructors Wanted
HHA- Spanish & English • EKG, Phlebotomy, CNA

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd FL
Ridgewook, Ny 11385
718.307.7141
ACCESSIBLE BY    L     M  
 Q58    Q66    B52    B26    B54

168-25 Jamaica Ave., 
Jamaica, Ny 11432 
718.609.1674
ACCESSIBLE BY   F      J      E 
 Q24    Q56

54 06 M tl A 2 d FL 168 25 J i A

enroll now! new for june!
EKG, Phlebotomy Class Starting June 29th
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BY BILL PARRY

A mural depicting Kalief 
Browder, the young Bronx 
man whose harrowing ordeal 
on Rikers Island led to his 
suicide June 6, appeared one 
week later at Astoria’s Welling 
Court. 

Artist Katie Yamasa-
ki painted the portrait of 
Browder, who was locked up 
for nearly three years with-
out a trial and was subjected 
to beatings by guards and fel-
low inmates, as well as nearly 
two years of solitary confine-
ment, all for allegedly steal-
ing a backpack when he was 
16 years old. The charges were 
dropped in 2013 but his family 
said the mistreatment led to 
mental illness and made his 
life unbearable.

Browder’s story helped 
inspire the current reforms 
on Rikers Island and all city 
jails, according to Mayor Bill 
de Blasio. 

“There is no reason he 

should have gone through this 
ordeal,” de Blasio said. 

Browder’s haunted likeness 
on the mural is accompanied 
by his quote, “This happens 
every day.”

Yamasaki painted the wall 
as part of the 6th annual Well-
ing Court Project street party, 
where 80 artists from around 

the world added to a unique se-
lection of public street art on 
several blocks in the Old Asto-
ria section. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The Islamic holy month 
Ramadan, where Muslims 
all over the world fast from 
sunrise to sundown, began 
Thursday in accordance with 
the Islamic lunar year calen-
dar. 

Ramadan is one of the five 
basic pillars in the Islamic 
creed and one of the most im-
portant rituals in the fourth-
largest monotheistic reli-
gion of the world. Muslims, 
from all walks of life, come 
together to fast from eating 
and drinking anything from 
sunrise to sundown for about 
30 days. 

In New York City, there 
are an estimated 800,000 
Muslims and almost 29 per-
cent of those Muslims live 
in Queens, according to the 
New York City Commission 
on Human Rights. 

The world’s Muslim popu-
lation is expected to increase 
by about 35 percent in the 
next 20 years, rising from 1.6 

billion in 2010 to 2.2 billion by 
2030, according to 2011 popu-
lation projections by the Pew 
Research Center’s Forum on 
Religion and Public Life.

It is the most important 
month because during Ra-
madan the Islamic holy book, 
the Quran, was revealed to 
the people. For Muslims, the 
practices of Ramadan are 
about abstaining from mate-
rial desires by remember-
ing those who do not have 
enough to eat and practicing 
self-control over anger, curs-
ing, or greed, for example. 

Before sunrise many 
Muslims have Suhur, or a 
predawn meal, and at sunset 
families and friends gather 
for Iftar, which is the meal 
eaten to break the fast. 

For those who might be cu-
rious, non-Muslims are free 
to participate in Ramadan 
by fasting and even praying 
with their Muslim friends or 
family members.  They are 
often invited to attend Iftar 
dinners. 

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

A mural dedicated to the memory of Kalief Browder is now part of the 
collection at Astoria’s Welling Court Project. Photo by Bill Parry

Ramadan celebrates 
Quran’s introduction

Mural mourns for Browder
in Astoria’s Welling Court

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522
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BY BILL PARRY

The commander of the 108th Pre-
cinct in Long Island City is heaping 
praise on two of his officers for a big 
drug bust in Sunnyside. 

On the night of June 10, Officers 
Gerald LaClair and Madalin Niulae 
were in plain clothes and driving an 
unmarked car on patrol in the vicinity 
of 38th Street and 43rd Avenue in Sun-
nyside when they noticed a black 2011 
Jeep Cherokee blow a stop sign and 
head east on 43rd Avenue.

The officers stopped the SUV and 
noticed a strong odor of marijuana 
coming from inside and they observed 
marijuana residue on the floor, ac-
cording to the NYPD. A license check 
of the driver, Omar Carbajal, revealed 
that he was driving with a suspended 
license, police said. 

The 29-year-old Carbajal, a resident 
of 50th Street in Woodside, was ar-
rested and taken to the 108th Precinct 
for processing, police said. While con-
ducting an inventory search, officers 
allegedly discovered 2 ounces of PCP 
in the trunk and called the Emergency 
Services Unit and requested a drug-
sniffing dog who alerted his handler to 
a positive hit in the center console, the 
precinct said.

The officers then applied for, and 
were granted, a search warrant for the 
vehicle and allegedly discovered a trap 
which concealed more than 5 ounces 
of cocaine as well as over 8 ounces of 
marijuana and 60 amphetamine pills, 
police said.

 “LaClair and Nicluae are two of 
the most talented officers in this de-
partment and we are fortunate to have 

them in the 108th Precinct,” Capt.John 
Travaglia said. “These men come to 
work every day and treat this profes-
sion as a vocation. It is this work ethic 
and commitment to this line of work 
which made this arrest possible.”

Carbajal was charged with multiple 
counts of possession with intent to sell 
and he was charged with a count of 
aggravated unlicensed operator and 
other infractions, police said.

“They are anti-crime police officers 
who will tell you this was just a part 
of their job,” Travaglia said. “They are 
part of a team and not about individual 
glory, but I’ll tell you if I was a bad guy 
in the region, I would really be wor-
ried, because the talent level of this 
team is like nothing I’ve ever seen in 
my police career.”

Good police work by officers from the 108th 
Precinct leads to the discovery of a large 
cache of drugs hidden inside a car. 

NYPD

Kew Gardens Sikh wins
lawsuit against U.S. Army

108th Pct. comes up big
in Sunnyside drug bust

Huntington Learning Center’s 
2015 Summer Reading 

Adventure Program Kicks Off

Huntington Learning Center is gearing up to launch its 
annual summer reading program, Reading Adventure. Par-
ticipating students choose books from Huntington’s care-
fully selected book lists, which offer a variety of high-interest 
choices by grade level and reading ability. Students receive 
a reading “passport” in which they record each book they 
read and write a journal entry about it. 

“Summer reading is so important, not only because it helps 
prevent regression that is common during summer vacation, 
but because it’s a great opportunity to get children excited 
about reading,” says Eileen Huntington of Huntington Learn-
ing Center. “Our reading lists include highly appealing books 
that engage even struggling and non-readers. The goal is to 
encourage students to read for fun and continue reading in 
their free time simply for the enjoyment of it. The more they 
read, the better they will become at reading—and the more 
they’ll actually choose to read.” 

The Reading Adventure program runs throughout the sum-
mer. At the end of the summer, the Huntington Learning 
Center will host a party to celebrate each student’s reading 
achievements and acknowledge each student’s participa-
tion. 

“Studies show that reading during summer break is one of 
the best ways for students to maintain their reading skills 
and be prepared for the coming school year,” says Hun-
tington. “Our Reading Adventure program is all about the 
joy, imagination and adventure of reading. Children get to 
immerse themselves in great stories and books and explore 
their interests.” 

To learn more about Huntington’s Reading Adventure pro-
gram, visit a Huntington location near you.

About Huntington Learning Center 
Huntington is the tutoring and test prep leader. Its certified 
tutors provide individualized instruction in reading, phonics, 
writing, study skills, elementary and middle school math, 
Algebra through Calculus, Chemistry, and other sciences. It 
preps for the SAT and ACT, as well as state and standard-
ized exams. Huntington programs develop the skills, confi-
dence, and motivation to help students succeed and meet 
the needs of Common Core State Standards. Founded in 
1977, Huntington’s mission is to give every student the best 
education possible.

Learn how Huntington can help at  
www.huntingtonhelps.com 

For franchise opportunities please visit 
www.huntingtonfranchise.com.

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ
 
It’s not everyday that a person earns 

the chance to join the U.S. Army after 
suing them.

The American Army rejected Kew 
Gardens resident Iknoor Signh’s ap-
plication to join its Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps, according to United 
Sikhs, an advocacy group.  Singh is a 
practicing Sikh and religious require-
ments dictate that he wear a turban 
and grow a beard. For these reasons, 
the Army rejected his application, 
claiming that it would affect unit co-
hesion, morale, discipline, health and 
safety. 

But Singh, who is a junior at Hofstra 
University in Hempstead, sallied forth 
and sued the U.S. Army. A judge ruled 
in his favor, paving the way for Singh’s 
total victory. 

“I’m very grateful that the freedom 
of religion our country fought so hard 
for will allow me to pursue my dream 
career - serving this country as a 
military intelligence officer - without 
violating my faith,” Iknoor said in a 
United Sikhs statement.  

The ACLU and a Queens advocacy 
group, United Sikhs, filed the lawsuit 
against the Army in November. They 
said that the Army’s rejection of  Ik-

Continued on Page 39
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Mellisa Lent of Christ the King High School in Middle Village 
is the winner of the Police Commissioner for a Day contest 
sponsored by the PSAL.  

At Pan American International High School in Elmhurst, 
music teacher Danielle Ortiz (l.) instructs stu-
dents on new keyboards. Ortiz took the initiative 
on applying for and obtaining the keyboards. 

Pan American International High School/Bob Harris

The dress code is formal and fun for the inaugural Renaissance Middle School prom and 
sports award banquet at Antun’s in Queens Village.  Photo by Eric Greene

More than 200 volunteers kick off Global Community 
Day activities at Citi Field under the sponsorship of 
Citibank. Participants swarmed over Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park to help paint and clean the grounds.  

Photo courtesy of Citibank

Lucas Matos Rodriguez (l), his brother Juan Carlos, and their 
father Queens College President Félix V. Matos Rodríguez 
(far right) with Lorenzo Santillan (c) and Luis Aranda at the 
Queens College screening of "Underwater Dreams," about a 
group of Mexican-born teens who built an underwater de-
vice from Home Depot parts and won first prize in a national 
robotics competition sponsored by NASA.  Power Quevedo

Council member Costa Constantinides speaks about his 
work as a public official to the career panel at William Cullen 
Bryant High School in Astoria, The occasion was “Impact 
Day” sponsored by the non-profit group Global Kids and 
Deloitte, the accounting firm.  Photo courtesy of Global Kids

Council member Elizabeth Crowley is enthusiastic about 
PS/IS 113 8th-grader Gretchen Pfluger from Glendale after 
she served as Council Member for a Day at City Hall. “She 
asked challenging questions,” Crowley says. 

Photo courtesy of Councilmember Crowley 

Borough President Melinda Katz and former Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz 
go out to dinner at Astoria’s highly regarded Piccola Venezia. The Vlacich family-owned 
restaurant recently celebrated its 42nd year in business. (l-r) Roberto Vlacich, Katz, Ezio 
Vlacich, Markowitz, Christopher Vlacich. Photo courtesy of Borough President Katz 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

One of the longest running 
farmers market in New York 
City, the Jamaica Farmers 
Market, is reopening this Fri-
day with an array of free nu-
tritional programs and cook-
ing demonstrations, as well 
as its annual pie contest and 
harvest-time celebration.

The Down to Earth Mar-
kets and the Greater Jamaica 
Development Corporations 
collaborated more than 15 
years ago to revitalize the 
farmers market that brings 
in produce from family-owned 
farms across New York state. 

It will open June 19 and run 
every Friday and Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. through 
Nov. 21.

Cooking demonstrations 
will be presented by the Cor-
nell University Cooperative 
Extension every Friday from 
June 26 to Sept. 25 and nutri-
tion classes by Fabienne Volel 
will take place every Saturday 
in July and August, using the 

fresh fruits and vegetables 
of the season right from the 
farmers market. 

“It’s seasonal ingredients 
from the market,” said Nicole 
Reed, spokeswoman for Down 
to Earth. “It’s creative ideas 
for eating nutritional food.”

Among the family farms 
returning this year are 
Migliorelli Farm, Alex’s To-
mato Farm, Gajeski Produce, 
Troncillito Farm and Madura 
Farms, offering seasonal pro-
duce ranging from many vari-
eties fruits and vegetables.  

For every $5 custom-

ers spend at the market us-
ing their EBT for SNAP, the 
Health Department in return 
will issue a $2 Health Bucks 
coupon, which can be used for 
purchases.

This year, the Meredith’s 
Bread bakery from Kings-
ton, N.Y., will also feature its 
gluten-free and regular baked 
goods, including  bread and 
the “sweet stuff,” Reed said. 

The theme of this year’s 
Baked Fruit Pie Contest, 
which will be held July 25, will 
be summer berries.

Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org

The Jamaica Farmers Market is set to open this Friday with cooking dem-
os and a pie contest during the summer. 

Jamaica Farmers Market 
brings taste of summer noor violated his religious 

rights under the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act, 
a law that provides protec-
tions for religious expres-
sion and practices. 

A federal court ruled 
on June 14 that Singh must 
be allowed to enroll in the 
Army’s ROTC without hav-
ing to cut his hair and beard 
nor remove his turban. The 
decision was made by U.S. 
Federal District Judge Amy 
Berman Jackson.  

ROTC is a college-based 
program for training com-
missioned officers of the 
United States Armed Forces.

According to a spokes-
man  for United Sikhs, a 
Queens-based advocacy 
group, Singh came to the or-
ganization in 2013 when he 
was 17-years-old seeking out 
the organization’s legal ad-
vice. With the ACLU, United 
Sikhs brought the lawsuit 
against the Army. 

“This decision permits 
Iknoor to equally and fairly 
compete for a contracted 
position in the ROTC while 
maintaining his turban and 

beard, a tremendous victory 
for the Sikh community,” 
United Sikhs wrote in a 
statement  . “It adds one more 
Sikh to the very short list 
of Sikhs in uniform in the 
United States.”

The judge rejected the Ar-
my’s argument that Singh’s 
religious expression would 
degrade the Army.  Jackson 
ruled instead that the Army 
has made thousands of ex-
emptions for grooming  and 
uniform rules in the past 
and it did not harm the Ar-
my’s mission. 

“When held up to the 
light, the Army’s reasons 
for denying Mr. Singh’s reli-
gious accommodation crum-
bled,” said Heather Weaver, 
senior staff attorney in the 
ACLU’s Program on the 
Freedom of Religion and Be-
lief. “Because the evidence 
showed that no harm would 
come to the Army or third 
parties from accommodat-
ing Mr. Singh, rejecting his 
request was a clear violation 
of RFRA.”

Reach reporter Eric 
Jankiewicz by e-mail at 
ejankiewicz@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 37

Sikh
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was filled with NYPD officers 
and supporters, including 
PBA leader Pat Lynch. Some 
supporters wore T-shirts 
that said “In memory of P.O. 
Brian Moore—End of watch 
5/04/15.”

“The defendant’s alleged 
actions are a direct attack on 
society and the law,” Brown 
said during a news confer-
ence before the arriagnment 
 . “[It] reminds us of the dan-
gers that our police officers 
face each day—and the ulti-
mate sacrifice they may be 
called upon to make.”

Blackwell pleaded not 
guilty to all charges and his 
attorney said he would use 
the defense of not guilty by 
mental disease or defect. He 
also asked for Blackwell’s in-
terrogation video and other 
evidence related to the case.  

Outside the courthouse, 
Lynch told the press, “You 
can imagine what it’s like for 
that father who is a retired 
police officer to have to sit 
in that courtroom, restrain 
himself.”

He added, “Any one of 
us would want to leap over 

that bar and grab him by his 
throat, but he’s a professional 
and these officers are here to 
make sure justice is done.”

Lynch also claimed that 
Blackwell was known as a 
“hell-raiser” and career crim-
inal in his neighborhood. 

Blackwell’s uncle and 
brother said Blackwell suf-
fered from epilepsy and had 
brain surgery but were not 
specific about the details.

Bart, Blackwell’s attorney, 
called  Lynch’s comments “ri-
diculous, over the top. If he 
wants to prevent Mr. Black-
well from getting a fair trial, 
he can try to do that, but he is 
not a career criminal.”

The attorney went on to 
say that “just because I am 
pursuing a mental disease 
or defect does not mean I 
won’t be looking at all the 
evidence,” Bart said.  “From 
what I understand it changed 
him dramatically, how deeply 
and what it meant is what the 
medical records will reflect.”

Blackwell’s uncle, Jamie 
Taylor, said, “It’s a devastat-
ing time for his family.” 

Blackwell, who has been 
held without bail since his 
initial arrest May 2 , faces a 
sentence of up to life in prison 
with no possibility of parole if 
convicted. 

in the boroughs where the 
public is invited to give their 
input and suggestions. 

Speaking from Albany, 
Addabbo worried that with so 
much pressure on the Capi-
tol to get something done, the 
decision would ultimately be 
made by the three men in the 
room, a reference to Gov. An-
drew Cuomo and the new ma-
jority leaders of the state Sen-
ate and Assembly. 

“It goes back to the three 
men in the room,” he said. 
“There’s no true discussion 
up here. But if did it in April, 
it would’ve been an open pro-
cess that would create a better 
bill.”

Some observers said the 
cliffhanger developed because 
longtime Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver, a fierce protec-
tor of rent regulation for his 
city constituents, had been 
forced to give up the leader-
ship post after he was indicted 
on corruption charges.  The 
Democrat still represents the 
Upper West Side and Lower 
Manhattan.

 And even with grassroots 
organizations like Chhaya 
and the MinKwon Center for 

Action urging the rent board 
to lower rent rates by at least 
5 percent, Addabbo said any 
new bill to be enacted would 
most likely just extend the ex-
pired rent regulations. 

“I worry about my quality 
of life because of unfair rent 
hikes,” one member of the pub-
lic said.

The old rent laws dictated 
that when an apartment went 
above $2,500, it would no lon-
ger be protected by incrimen-
tal increases and expose it to 
the more dramatic increases. 
But Miller is hoping that any 
new bills would increase that 
cap annually, an effort to pre-
serve the stock of stabilized 
apartments. 

Before the regulations ex-
pired Monday night, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and other of-
ficials told New Yorkers that 
rents would not immediately 
go up. De Blasio urged people 
to call 311 if any landlord at-
tempted to take advantage of 
the lapse and raise rents or 
evict tenants. Officials expect 
the impasse to be settled soon. 
All leases are still in effect 
during the hiatus. 

De Blasio, who has called 
the down-to-the-wire approach 
to the expiration deadline un-
acceptable, Assembly Demo-
crats and Cuomo want the rent 

laws to be strengthened so that 
more apartments remain un-
der regulation and continue to 
be affordable housing.

At issue is the so-called 
vacancy decontrol provision, 
which allows landlords to 
charge market rates for a rent-
stabilized apartment when the 
tenant moves out and the rent 
exceeds $2,500. Some estimate 
that 100,000 New York City 
apartments could move to the 
free market in the next few 
years if the vacancy decon-
trol provision is not altered. 
The Democrats want vacancy 
decontrol to be revamped to 
maintain a larger stock of af-
fordable apartments. The Re-
publicans passed a measure 
extending the rent laws for 
eight years but with fewer pro-
tections for tenants than the 
Democrats were seeking.

“A straight extender of tent 
regulation would be a huge 
loss for the people of New 
York,” state Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman said in 
a statement. “Everyone has 
known about this deadline for 
years—timing is not a cred-
ible excuse.”

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 5 

Rent
Continued from Page 4 

Blackwell

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

This year’s 15th annual 
Forest Hills Festival of Arts 
included much more than 
handcrafted items. 

Ethnic fare, live music, beer 
and a smoking garden created 
by a hookah bar provided the 
estimated crowd of 50,000 
plenty of diversions while they 
shopped for one-of-a-kind arti-

sanal items, artwork, jewelry, 
vintage clothing, home décor, 
and more, offered by more 
than 200 vendors.  

“We’re celebrating our 15th 
annual Festival of the Arts, 

which has been a huge suc-
cess with tens of thousands 
of people and families coming 
out and enjoying food and fun, 
and all of our wonderful Aus-
tin Street businesses and local 
merchants that participated, 
and our wonderful sponsors,” 
Forest Hills Chamber of Com-
merce President Leslie Brown 
said.

Sponsors included 718 Hoo-
kah Lounge, Bareburger and 
Forest Hills Station House 
pub, which set up a beer gar-
den, as well. 

Sandra Salameh, 23, said 
she frequents 718 Hookah 
Lounge on Austin Street “be-
cause the hookah is really 
good.” 

The Rego Park resident 
thought it was a great idea to 
have a hookah garden at the 
street fair, and said she and 
her friends spent the entire 

day there, enjoying it.
Lounge owner Ali Moham-

med grew up in Forest Hills. 
“We are very honored to 

be part of this community 
and provide our Middle East-
ern food, such as shish kebab, 
falafel and Shawarma, as well 
as hookah,” he said. “Every-
thing is served outside today 
for this amazing event. The 
community meant so much to 
me as a child growing up here 
and now as a business owner, 
and to be able to share our cul-
ture with the community is a 
wonderful thing.” 

Offering ballet, jazz, tap, 
hip-hop, and combo dance 
classes since 2008, All Star 
Studios returned to this year’s 
festival and showcased a bevy 
of talented young dancers. The 
girls were setting their sights 
on a special opportunity the 

Continued on Page 46

FOREST HILLS GETS 
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ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS CELEBRATES 15 YEARS 

OF MUSIC, FOOD AND FUN ON AUSTIN STREET
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Shoppers look through 
some of the original art-
works on sale at the Forest 
Hills Festival of the Arts 
held this past weekend.  

Photo by Tammy Scileppi
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PRODUCTIONS

“Woyzeck: The Human 
Experiment” — In this 
adaptation of George 
Buchner’s classic play, the 
audience will help rearrange 
the scenes by interacting 
with their smart phones. 
When: Through June 20
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

“Floyd Collins” — The 
musical, written by Adam 
Guettel and Tina Landau, is 
based on the true story of 
cave explorer Floyd Collins, 
who became trapped inside 
a cavern, and the country’s 
fi rst media circus that sprang 
up surrounding the rescue 
effort in 1925 Kentucky.
When: Through June 27; Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday at 8 pm
Where: Ophelia Theater, 21-12 
30th Road, Astoria
Cost: $18, Sunday is pay 
what you can

Website: www.
opheliatheatre.com

The 2015 Unchained 
Theatre Festival — For 
the third annual festival, 15 
one-act and feature-length 
original plays will be staged 
at multiple times. 
When: Through June 28
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-
28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $15/in advance, $18/
at door
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.chain-theatre.
org

“Guys and Dolls” — Luck 
be a lady, tonight, when the 
Rockaway Theatre Co. stages 
the classic American musical 
based on the stories of 
Damon Runyon.
When: June 26 -June 28, 
July 10 - July 12, July 16- July 
19
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Fort Tilden, 
Far Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/
seniors and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.

rockawaytheatrecompany.
org

AUDITIONS

“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” — The Gingerbread 
Players will present 
Shakespeare’s magical 
comedy in the fall. No 
appointment is necessary to 
audition. Actors will read from 
the script, and depending 
upon the role, may be asked to 
sing. Rehearsals begin in July 
on weekends. 
When: Friday, June 19, 
from 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm and 
Sunday, June 21, from 2 pm 
- 4 pm
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 
85 Greenway South, Forest 
Hills
Contact: (718) 268-6292

“Cliffhanger” — The 
Douglaston Community 
Theatre is holding auditions 
for its fall production of 
James Yaffe’s comedy-
thriller. Three men — including 
one who looks like a college 

Continued on Page 46

Answers in Sports

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

LUNCH SPECIALS
$795

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 12 NOON–3P.M.

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD
CAESAR

GARDEN
*ADD GRILLED CHICKEN + $3
*ADD GRILLED SHRIMP + $4

SANDWICHES
MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE

SAUSAGE & PEPPER
** PARMIGIANA ON REQUEST

Pasta 
Dishes

Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

NO SUBSTITUTIONS 
OR TAKEOUT

Open
July 4 th
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BY ALLISON PLITT

So far, 2015 has been a very 
good year for Middle Village 
concert violinist Nuné Me-
likian.  

In January she played at 
Carnegie Weill Recital Hall, 
winning a violin competition 
called “Getting to Carnegie.”  

In May she participated 
in The Second G. Gershwin 
International Music Competi-
tion in Brooklyn, where she 
was recognized as a Laureate 
and Special Award Winner.

But while winning awards 
appears to be easy for Meliki-
an, it took hard work and de-
termination for her to make it 
into the ranks of today’s most 
esteemed violinists.

Born in Siberia, Melikan’s 
family heritage traces back to 
Armenia. Although she began 
playing the piano at age 4, her 
thoughts were elsewhere. “My 
Mom told me I was always very 
fascinated with the violin,” she 
said. “I was always trying to 
get closer to the violin, so that 
made her think that maybe I 
should change instruments.” 

While she started to play 
violin at age 6, she continued 
to play the piano profession-
ally until she was 19 years old. 

As Melikian’s talent grew, 
her family supported and fol-
lowed her. At 9, she moved 
with her mother to Moscow 
so that she could attend more 
challenging music schools. 
Her siblings and father even-
tually followed.

Melikian learned to play 
the violin as a soloist, cham-

ber musician and orchestral 
violinist.  She eventually won 
a full scholarship to the Mos-
cow Conservatory. 

“The Moscow Conservato-
ry is a very prestigious thing,” 
she explained.

At 18, Melikian began at 
the conservatory as one of its 
top five entrants. Though she 
was impressed with the tech-
nical abilities of the other stu-
dents, she was unhappy with 
her teachers and the school’s 

program.  
With the aim of moving to 

another country, she won a 
full two-year scholarship to 
the University of Montreal. 
Entering the university at 19, 
she was the youngest student 
to graduate with a master’s de-
gree, at 20, in 2011.  

After staying in Montreal 
for another year to perform 
and teach, Melikian moved to 
New York City in 2012. While 
she has toured throughout 
Russia, Europe and Canada, 
her studies in New York have 
been a springboard for show-
casing her talents in America. 
Besides currently performing 
in cities throughout the United 
States, she gives violin lessons 
in the New York area.

Since moving to New York, 
a period of homesickness 
prompted her decision to tour 
Armenia.  With the inten-
tion of playing in Armenia 
for two weeks, she stayed for 
three months. Returning to 
the United States, she has kept 
ties with her homeland, most 
notably playing in concerts to 
honor the hundred-year anni-

versary of the 1915 Armenian 
Genocide.

“I love living in New York.  
I think it is one of the most 
amazing cities.  New York is a 
very career-orientated city, so 
my goal is to build my career 
in the best way possible here,” 
Melikian said.  

She offers this advice to as-
piring violinists: “I sometimes 
think what you really need is 
a little bit of luck and determi-
nation.  Just to be determined, 
work hard and try to concen-
trate on something.”

Through her journey from 
Siberia to the United States, 
Melikian has learned to speak 
five languages fluently. She 
has also recently published a 
book of poetry.

When asked what her 
greatest accomplishments 
have been, Melikian respond-
ed without hesitation, “Talk 
to me in 10 years.  I think my 
greatest accomplishments are 
still ahead of me.”

For more information about 
Nuné Melikian, contact her at 
nuneviolin@gmail.com or visit 
www.nunemelikian.com

Nuné Melikian Photo courtesy Nuné Melikian

Fiddledeedee, violinist makes home in Queens
Originally from Siberia, award-winning musician Nuné Melikian resides in Middle Village
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EVENTS

Louis Armstrong’s 
Wonderful World 2015 — 
The Backyard Bash includes 
performances, family-
friendly activities and DJ 
sets in the Queens Museum.
When: Saturday, June 20, 
from noon - 8 pm
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, 111th Street, 
Corona
Cost: Free, but pre-
registration is required at 
armstrongwonderfulworld.com
Website: www.
armstrongswonderfulworld.
com

Summer Solstice Festival —A 
family event to welcome in the 
summer on the longest day 
of the year. Make ice cream 
the old-fashioned way, create 
sun-inspired art and crafts 
and play historic games.
When: Saturday, June 20, 
from noon - 4 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
Rufus King Park, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingmanor.org

Summer Solstice — 
Celebrate the longest day 
of the year with tours of 
the garden and a summer 
solstice-theme crafts for kids. 
When: Sunday, June 21, from 

11 am - 4 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors 
and $2/students and 
children. A $10 parking fee 
will also be in effect.
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Summer Solstice 
Celebration — The annual 
Summer Solstice Celebration 
organized by Socrates 
Sculpture Park, Free Style 
Arts Association, Materials 
for the Arts, The Noguchi 
Museum and Queens Museum, 
welcomes the arrival of 
summer with art workshops, 
face painting, picnics, and 
a solstice ritual performed 
by Urban Shaman Mama 
Donna. This year, the Queens 
Symphony Orchestra will 
perform beginning at 7:30 pm.
When: Sunday, June 21, from 
5 pm – 9 pm

Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Father’s Day Comedy Show 
— State Sen. James Sanders 
Jr. (D-South Ozone Park) 
and Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) 
present a free comedy show 
featuring Ray DeJon, SINC, 
Damon Rozier and more. 
When: Sunday, June 21, from 
1 pm - 5 pm
Where: August Martin High 
School, 156-10 Baisley Blvd., 
Jamaica
Cost: Free. Limit two tickets 
per person. Pick up tickets at 
Sanders offi ces in S. Ozone 
Park and Far Rockaway
Contact: (718) 523-3069

Astoria Park Festival — A 
four-day celebration to kick 
off summer includes rids, 

games and entertainment. 
When: Thursday, June 25, 4 
pm - 10 pm; Friday, June 26, 4 
pm - 11 pm; Saturday, June 27, 
noon - midnight; and Sunday, 
June 28, noon - 11:30 pm
Where: Astoria Park parking 
lot, 19th Street and Hoyt 
Avenue North, Astoria
Cost: No admission fee, 
but rides, games and food 
available at additional cost

MUSIC

Magic of Motown — Bring 
dad along for this Father’s 
Day concert celebrating the 
hits of Motown. 
When: Sunday, June 21, at 5 pm
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven Boulevard and 
Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Japanese Drumming — 

Taikoza brings the Japanese 
tradition of powerful 
drumming with this tradition 
performance.
When: Monday, June 22, at 
10:30 am
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center, 93-29 
Queens Blvd., Rego Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 263-1163
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

NY Philharmonic Concert 
in the Park — This summer 
marks the 50th anniversary 
of the Concerts in the Parks 
with performances in all fi ve 
boroughs, including this one 
in Fresh Meadows. 
When: Monday, June 22, at 
8 pm
Where: 193 Street Field near 
Union Turnpike, Cunningham 
Park, Fresh Meadows
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 875-5656
Website: www.nyphil.org

BY MERLE EXIT

The Free Synagogue of Flushing 
Community Theater Group is chang-
ing religions. 

After she ended the group’s 41-year 
stint in Flushing, Maryellen Pierce 
opted to move her amateur acting com-
pany to the Immaculate Conception 
Church in Jamaica Estates. 

Besides a different address, the 
group has also adopted a new moni-
ker—Star Players. 

Last month, Pierce sent a proposal 
to the church’s priest, Father William 
Murphy, outlining her plans for Star 
Players. 

“It would work well with your vi-
sion for the teen program and would 
also allow the adults to have a cre-
ative program,” Pierce said. “A theater 
group provides an outlet for expression 
on stage and off. It brings many people 
together working on the same goal.”

A theater group encompasses much 
more than the actors on stage and the 
crew members behind the scene, Pierce 
said. Star Players will also provide 
opportunities for musicians, costum-
ers, publicists, ushers and concession 
stand workers.  

“In my experience, the group can 
provide activities for the whole fam-
ily,” Pierce said. 

Murphy was quite impressed with 
Pierce’s pitch and agreed to sign on. 
Thus the Star Players were born. 

“I believe that the name captures 
both the years of experience that our 
staff will bring to the group, but also 
have it reflect the growth of our pro-
grams and productions,” Pierce said. 

“The imagery of a shining star reflects 
accomplishing both those goals.”

Because Pierce is not starting the 
group from the ground up, she has 
been able to use her history in Flush-

ing to secure a grant from the Jose-
phine Foundation. 

“They have been supportive with 
both words and financial support,” 
Pierce said. “It is great for us and all 

community theater groups to have that 
kind of support available especially 
when government grants are cutting 
back.”

Part of the group’s mission is to 
make theater accessible to all people 
and Pierce believes the location, two 
blocks from the F train and near five 
different MTA and Nassau bus lines, 
will help to build a diverse and large 
audience.

And Pierce is wasting no time in 
her new home. 

On Monday, June 29, and Wednes-
day, July 1, Star Players will hold audi-
tions for an October production of the 
musical revue “Broadway Around the 
World.”

The show, includes highlights from 
such varied shows as “On the Town,” 
“In the Heights,” “West Side Story” 
and “Newsies,” to name but a few. 

“In scheduling future productions, 
we are looking to create a variety of 
high-quality theater,” Pierce said. “We 
must consider not only what the group 
wants, but the needs and wishes of the 
church as well as the community.  We 
also want our show dates and times to 
reflect what our audience would have 
available to them.”

Pierce sees the group’s move as a 
great opportunity that includes per-
formances in the newly renovated 
theater at the Immaculate Conception 
School. 

“We have a supportive pastor and 
principal, a nice stage in an auditori-
um where we don’t have to put up seats 
as in a social hall, a welcoming diverse 
community and a large parking lot 
too,” she said. 

Flushing theater group heads to Jamaica Estates
Rechristened Star Players, troupe leaves synagogue for Immaculate Conception Church

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 47

Last fall’s “Thoroughly Modern Millie” at the Free Synagogue of Flushing included cast 
members Anne Wisan (l. to r.), Angel Vail, Andrew Murano, Mary Kate Carter, Lisa Bondi and 
Erik Neilssen. 
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BY SHANNA FULD 

Students from two Queens 
middle schools recently un-
veiled tables in two city parks, 
each one painted with designs 
that bring a powerful message 
to life.

Ridding the world of ani-
mal abuse and violence was 
the theme of the table created 
by students from the Walter 
Reed School 9Q in Elmhurst. 
The designs on their table, 
which will be in Juniper Val-
ley Park for the next year, rep-
resented different ecosystems 
with a variety of animals and 
signs saying things like “Stop 
destroying their habitat” or 
“Save the dolphins.”

LeAp, an independent non-
profit organization, helped to 
create the project. The orga-
nization’s mission is to help 
students in the city learn core 
subjects through art forms. 

LeAp art teacher Christy 
Powers played a big role in re-
alizing the children’s vision. 
Initially, she put up a large 
board listing controversial 
topics and had the students 
vote for the ones they wanted 
to work on. She came back for 
the next session (there were 
two sessions per week) with 
information to answer all the 

students’ research questions 
and to get the investigation go-
ing. Working in small groups, 
the class researched informa-
tion about animal abuse, en-
dangerment and the environ-
ment. 

“The table is beautiful. It’s 
meaningful, it’s powerful and 
you’re going to have a big im-
pact on the Queens communi-
ty,” Powers told the students. 

“I helped out with the de-
sign for the table,” Isaiah Ro-
driguez, 11, said. “The project 
was about how people abuse 
animals and how people poach 
animals for their own benefit. 
We need to preserve animals.”

In Forest Park, the Robert 
E. Peary School 75Q presented 
its table, with the theme of 
combatting violence in our 
communities and the world. 

Queens Park Commissioner 
Dorothy Lewandoski came to 
enjoy the art and interact with 
students. 

“People will eat their lunch 
on this table and as they sit 
here they will figure out what 
it means and hopefully [the 
art on the table] will spark 
dialogue,” Lewandoski said. 
She also mentioned that in the 
eight years the program has 

been running, “we’ve never 
had any vandalism” of the 
tables. 

While they were in the pro-
cess of developing their ideas 
and designs, classes were tak-
en to see artists who inspired 
the students to create and 
work hard. 

“My favorite part was when 
we got to see [graffiti artist] 
Crash and talk about his art. 
He showed us his studio in the 
Bronx. He used to dream with 
graffiti and he accomplished 
his dream,” Kevin Guerrero, 
12, said. 

Students gather and sit at the table they created together with the LeAp NYC art program.  Photo by Shanna Fuld

Student artists LeAp into activism with work

The table created by middle school-
ers at the Walter Reed School in 
Juniper Valley Park sends the mes-
sage to save animals from abuse.  

Photo by Shanna Fuld

studio is offering this summer.  
“We’re very excited about our 

upcoming Madison Square Gar-
den Half-Time Performance Clin-
ics, where the kids will be doing a 
jazz dance on stage there,” owner 
Rysa Childress said.

Childress said her studio 
has grown significantly since 
opening in 2008 at 108-21 72nd 
Ave., but they’re still one big 
family. 

“We’re very firm on strength 
and nutrition, respecting each 
other, respecting our bodies, 
our community,” she said. “We 
do a lot of community-based 
performances, like the street 
fair each year, and at nursing 
homes.” 

They also raise money for 
Autism Speaks and are part of 
the Autism Walk each April. 

“For us, it’s very important 
for the kids to get a good experi-
ence giving back to the commu-
nity,” she said. 

Parents gathered at the 

Mathnasium Learning Center 
booth to get program informa-
tion, while raffles and prizes 
were given away to get kids en-
gaged in math. 

“Summer is a great time to 
get caught up with math skills 
and a good time to get a head 
start on the next school year,” 
owner and center Director 
Kaitlin O’Neill said. “We ac-
cess the child to see their math 
skills and build up their skills 
from that point. We find where 
their comfort level is with math 
– below, at or above their grade 
level – and take it from there. 
Then we create a learning plan 
from the results of the assess-
ment that students can work 
with, and show them new and 
different techniques to learn 
and understand math.” 

Brooklyn-based artist Yoni 
(Slapz Photography) was one of 
several local artists whose dis-
played works were for sale at 
the arts fest.  He explained that 
his New York City-inspired 
images were created using a 

technique called high dynam-
ic-range and said he shoots the 
picture multiple times. 

“Each time, I change the ex-
posure on my camera and blend 
them together,” he said. 

student — and two women are 
needed for the cast. 
When: Monday, June 22, and 
Tuesday, June 23, from 7:30 
pm - 9:30 pm
Where: Zion Episcopal 
Church Hall on Church 
Street, Douglaston
Contact: (718) 482-3332 or 
DougCommThtr@gmail.com

“Footloose” — HCJ Teen 
Drama Group will hold 
auditions for its production 
of the musical version of 
the hit movie. Auditions 
opens to teenagers ages 13 
- 19. Besides cast members, 
HCJ is also looking for 
set designers and stage 
crew. Five-night-a -week 
rehearsals begin June 
28 for the Aug. 6 opening 
night. 
When: Monday, June 22, and 
Tuesday, June 23, at 7 pm
Where: Church of the Holy 
Child Jesus Msgr. Murray 
Auditorium, 111-02 86th Ave., 
Richmond Hill
Contact: (718) 847-1860 or 
hcjteendrama@gmail.com

Continued from Page 42 

Theater

Continued from Page 41 

FESTIVAL

Some of the sights at the Festival of the Arts in Forest Hills include (clock-
wise from l.) rugs for sale and a painting on display by Artist Yoni of SLAPZ 
Photography. Photos by Tammy Scileppi
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Metropolitan Opera 
Summer Recital — 
Metropolitan Opera singers 
perform arias and duets 
from popular compositions. 
When: Wednesday, June 24, 
at 7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 2-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
cityparksfoundation.org

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Jun. 19-25, 2015

By Ed Canty

Ritter & Others
Across
11. Test sites
5. "A ___ Grows in 
Brooklyn"
9. Bottle filler?
13. A little of a 
large lot?
14. Bigger than big
15. Bakery treat
16. Which came first ?
19. Storm area
20. Well-grounded 
birds?
21. Civics, e.g.
22. Ladder part
23. Algonquian Indian
24. Owns up to
27. Like some photos
31. "... ___ a good 
night!'
32. Dog biter
33. Italian monk
34. Post-Thanks-
giving meal
38. Fashion letters
39. Granny's other 
daughter
40. Slangy greetings
41. Mukluk material
44. Like bright nights
45. "Put ___ on it!"
46. Gouge or chisel
47. Breakfast 
beverage
50. A fish that nags?
51. A chilling idea?
54. Fonzie's do
57. Contents of 
some urns
58. It may get into 
a jamb

59. Itsy-bitsy bit
60. Cong. period
61. "A Death in the 
Family" author
62. Washington 
capital?

Down
1. Shoestring
2. Hurting
3. A French cheese
4. "Hold on a ___!"
5. All great 
crosswords have 
them
6. Accumulate,  
as a bill
7. Freudian topics
8. Always, in verse
9. Shots on lots
10. Broke ground?

11. Actress Swenson
12. Cribbage markers
15. Pumps and clogs
17. Whistler in the 
kitchen
18. Bad place for 
a frog
22. Jockey shirt 
material
23. Chin indentation
24. A.B.A. 
members
25. Drench
26. An ex of the 
Donald
27. Senator-astronaut
28. "Alas,..."
29. Certain 
computer message
30. Full of lip
32. Liquid
35. Washington city

36. Armed sea 
creatures?
37. Lab container
42. Potato pancakes
43. Tarts
44. "And what is 
-- as..."
46. California 
border lake
47. Modern info 
holders
48. "Great" English 
river
49. Academies: Abbr.
50. Dance for 
plumbers?
51. Bit of Windows 
dressing?
52. Adorable
53. Brief guesses?
55. "Apple cider" gal
56. Brazilian port

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SPECTACULAR
S A S S F L A T G M T
I G L O O L A V E T R I O
G R A N D J U R O R R A N T
H A W A I I D I S T A N C E

T U B A D E R I D E
L I G A M E N T R U N T
O R R S T O P S E E D S
C O A S T E R A S E T U P
I N N E R D O P E O A R

D E E D S U D D E N L Y
A F R A I D A G A R

T W O E D G E D E M B L E M
B A R S G R A N D P I A N O
A R K S E M I T S U M O S
R E S R A S H M A S T

Continued from Page 44 

Arts FILM

Movie Night in Springfi eld 
Gardens— Bring a blanket 
or low chair for a showing of 
the 2014 version of “Annie.”
When: Saturday, June 27, at 7 pm
Where: Springfi eld Park, 
Springfi eld Boulevard and 147th 
Avenue, Springfi eld Gardens
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

DANCE

“Light, Camera, Action! 
The Dance Glam of Film and 

Televison” — Joe’s Music 
Center and Performing Arts 
pays tribute to choreography 
from such fi lms as “The Wiz,” 
“Madagascar” and “Annie,” 
with a cadre of young dancers. 
When: Thursday, June 25, 
Red Carpet reception begins 
at 6 pm, Recital starts at 
7:30 pm
Where: Jamaica Performing 
Arts Center, 153-10 Jamaica 
Ave., Jamaica
Cost: $20
Contact: (718) 454-3036, 
(718) 774-0700
Website: 
joesdancerecital2015.
eventbrite.com

Memoriesare made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363

FOLLOW US ON
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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BY MADINA TOURE

A new massage parlor in 
Flushing is targeting middle- 
and upper-class residents. 

Open since February, Sun 
Spa, located at 137-08 Northern 
Blvd., offers massage therapies 
in ocean- and winter-themed 
rooms, with other themes, to 
help relieve the tensions in cli-
ents’ bodies.

Sophie Zheng, 38, the spa’s 
co-manager, said massage 
therapy addresses the various 
illnesses and problems that 
people deal with on a daily ba-
sis. 

“It’s not the medicine, it’s 
what you do every day that af-
fects you,” Zheng said. 

Zheng came to the United 
States from China at the age 
of 15, and lived in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and Long Island be-
fore finally settling in Flush-
ing, where she has lived for the 
past six years. 

She previously worked in 
hospitality services, at a clin-
ic and as a personal shopper 
for international clients. She 
opened the spa with co-man-
ager Selina Liu after having 
been on the other side of the 
massage experience as a cli-
ent. 

“As women, we want to do 
business,” Zheng said. 

The managers thought that 
there was a surplus of spa in 
the neighborhood catering 
to lower- and upper-income 
people, so they opened a spa 

that would cater to people in 
the middle- to upper-income 
bracket.

“We feel that it’s needed for 
the market,” Zheng said.

The spa, which has eight 
full-time and part-time em-
ployees, has eight rooms, two 
showers and a main area with 
a row of recliners for patrons. 
Customers mostly hail from 
Flushing, but people also come 
in from other Queens neigh-
borhoods, like Elmhurst. 

The spa conducts about 
four to five therapies per day, 
offering them both through 
reservations and walk-ins. 

The Thai treatment, for 
example, helps to loosen ten-
dons, and the cupping treat-
ment heats your body to drain 
out bad energy. The lymphatic 
drainage relaxes and detoxes 
the body.

Zheng said the spa offers a 
diverse range of therapies in 
an effort to accommodate cus-

tomers’ varying needs. 
“Different therapies help 

different types of people,” she 
said. 

The spa is planning to open 
another location in Bayside in 
the future.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer

When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 
word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.

When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 

Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 

Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

A row of chairs await clients at Sun Spa, which opened over the winter on Northern Boulevard in Flushing.  Photo by Madina Toure

Massage parlor works out kinks

A treatment room at Sun Spa in 
Flushing. Photo by Madina Toure

Flushing’s Sun Spa on Northern Boulevard strives to make sure its clients stay relaxed
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Dean Dan Huttenlocher said. 
“The Bridge will be the epicen-
ter of this fusion on campus, 
putting practitioners, compa-
nies, students, faculty, and re-
searchers in close proximity 
to one another in a design that 
encourages collaboration.”

The Bridge will house a 
mix of cutting-edge companies 
working alongside ground-
breaking Cornell academic 

teams, from Cornell Tech 
graduates spinning out new 
company ideas to startups on 
the verge of explosive growth 
and established companies 
testing their next product.

Ben Guttman, a co-founder 
of Long Island City-based Digi-
tal Natives, a digital market-
ing agency that specializes 
in book launches and counts 
the NFL and I Love New York 
among its clients, believes The 
Bridge will be an incubator 
of new ideas, integral to the 
growing tech hub in western 

Queens.
“Any time you get that 

many smart people together 
in one geographic space it 
will foster brilliant collabora-
tions,” he said. “It will foster 
amazing entrepreneurship.”

Jukay Hsu, the founder 
of Coalition for Queens in 
Long Island City, attended the 
ground-breaking and said, 
“I’m really excited about it. I 
think The Bridge will be a real 
catalyst and create a lot more 
economic opportunity in the 
area.”

es, according to Brooklyn 
federal prosecutors. They are 
awaiting trial.

Back in September 2008, 
al-Qaeda leaders in Pakistan 
recruited Najibullah Zazi, Za-
rein Ahmedzay and Adis Me-
dunjanin, three friends who 
met at Flushing High School, 
to conduct a suicide bombing 
attack in the city. All three 
were convicted.

Saleh allegedly looked at 
images of city tourist attrac-
tions for targets and searched 
online for materials to build 
a bomb, according to the 
criminal complaint. He alleg-
edly translated Islamic State 
propaganda into English and 
expressed support on Twitter 
for the Charlie Hebdo attack 
in Paris and the shooting out-
side a Mohammad cartoon 
contest in Texas. 

On two consecutive days 
in March, a Port Authority 
police officer saw Saleh walk-
ing with a lantern on the New 
Jersey side of the George 
Washington Bridge and al-
legedly behaving suspicious-
ly. Saleh even asked for ride 
to the city which the officer 
refused, the complaint said. 

Reminiscent of Medunjan-
in’s “failed suicide attack” on 
the Whitestone Expressway 
seven years ago, Saleh and 
two unnamed co-conspira-
tors tried to dodge a federal 
surveillance team Saturday 
in their green Jeep Cherokee 
by speeding through a park-
ing lot near the expressway 
with their lights off and pull-
ing over. Around 4 a.m. Saleh 
and one of the co-conspira-
tors exited their vehicle and 
ran toward the surveillance 
car. The co-conspirator, who 
was not charged in the com-
plaint, had a folding knife in 
his waistband, according to 
the complaint.  

Since Saleh’s arrest and 
arraignment Saturday, San-
ford Avenue and Bowne 
Street have swarmed with 
television news trucks and 
residents who were disturbed 
by the news that their young 
neighbor had been accused of 
terrorism.. 

“The people come here 
from all over and bring their 
culture and then they have 
a hard time,” said Frances 
Santaniello, 77,  a Flushing 
resident since 1968. “I get 
looks for talking to men here 
because Muslim women are 
not supposed to talk to men. 
I am a Catholic.”

Santaniello said that she 
knew Tony Saleh, the father 
of Munther Omar Saleh, who 

works at Met Food Market 
on Bowne Street across from 
the Saleh residence, “I never 
met him, but I know everyone 
and I heard only good things 
about him and the family,” 
she said. “It’s sad that he 
made a mistake and it could 
be the biggest mistake of his 
life.”

Down the street, at the 
Deli & Pizza shop, residents 
were on the fence about the 
accusations. 

“I know the other guy - he 
lives in my building and he 
is 17 years old,” said Luciano 
Reberte, a worker at the Deli 
& Pizza shop, about one of the 
suspected co-conspirators. 
“I see them both all the time 
walking around or on the sub-
way.  They  looked normal.”

Reberte said that despite 
appearances, “you never 
know how they are in the 
home - nobody knows people’s 
private lives.”

“I know the father and 
the son - they are good people 
and they don’t deserve this,” 
a woman dressed in a nurse’s 
uniform, who did not want 
to be named, said, “His son 
didn’t do this - people judge 
you by the color of your skin 
in this country and now it is 
your name.”

There was confusion sur-
rounding Saleh’s college as 
media outlets referred to him 
as a “Queens college student,” 
with many assuming he at-
tended Queens College. The 
college put out a statement 
on Facebook “to clarify that 
Saleh is not a Queens College 
student.”

Vaughn College, for its 
part, said: “At this time, we 
cannot confirm or deny that 
this person is a student.” 

Maureen Kiggins, the 
college’s director of public 
affairs, said, “We have not 
been contacted by law en-
forcement; should we be con-
tacted, Vaughn College will 
cooperate.”

 

a meeting at his district office 
June 5 with the leadership of 
the Korean American Nail 
Salon Association and advo-
cates. 

At the meeting, concerns 
were expressed about the poten-
tial misclassification of train-
ees or apprentices as indepen-
dent contractors and whether 
they would be guaranteed min-
imum-wage pay. They also won-
dered about due process when 
empowering the Department of 
State to close businesses as well 
as the execution of bond and li-
ability insurance. 

Advocates have worked 
closely with the task force to 
ensure that trainees without 
licenses are not targeted.

In the long term, owners 
and advocates hope to secure 
training dollars for a state-
organized apprenticeship for 
beauty enhancement and nail 
salon technicians. There were 
also discussions about ban-
ning harmful toxic materials 
used in nail products.

Luna Ranjit, executive di-
rector for the Nepali nonprofit 
Adhikaar, said Cuomo’s task 
force has undertaken emer-
gency regulations, including 
offering the nail salon license 
exam in Nepali, Tibetan and 
Vietnamese. 

The New York Times re-

ports on salon conditions have 
employers worried they will 
be caught for not paying mini-
mum wage and overtime, Ran-
jit said. 

Grace Shim, MinKwon Cen-
ter’s executive director, said 
the reports led to a “big upset” 
in the industry but that the 
Korean American Nail Salon 
Association has been working 
to educate workers.

“I think there is a real sort 
of desire and a willingness to 
sort of change in recognizing 
that some of the practices have 
to change,” she said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

“The short of it is: What 
you hit send on in August is 
not final, it’s your draft sub-
mission,” Goldwyn said.

“That does not sound right 
... by submitting it to you as a 
draft, that is against the defi-
nition of the word” Borough 
President Melinda Katz re-
sponded. “I think that’s a dis-
cussion we need to have.”

Goldwyn said draft submis-
sions would not be prioritized, 
but the borough president 
could look at those needs and 
use the online tools to priori-
tize them.

But community board lead-
ers expressed concerns that 
draft form submissions should 
be organized collectively be-
fore the Office of Management 
and Budget or city agencies 
can see requests.

“We all coordinate very 
well as a borough, and we like 
to set standards and priorities 

as a borough,” Katz said. “The 
community boards like to dis-
cuss amongst themselves as 
well, as to the types of priori-
ties they are putting in. A lot of 
my capital budget is based on 
what the community boards 
tell me they need.”

Goldwyn gave a full pre-
sentation at a borough cabi-
net meeting Tuesday, but she 
agreed to meet with Katz to 
make the new system work 
more efficiently within the 
borough.

ing a judicial ruling, which 
it expects to take place “im-
minently” and should result 
in the MTA taking title to the 
property next to the railroad 
overpass.

“Once that happens, we’re 
going to help the owners of the 
supermarket find a location 
nearby,” Donovan said. 

He said the small food stall 
that was partially under the 
LIRR overpass on Main Street 
was already MTA property.  

The agency was leasing the 
site to the business, but when 
the LIRR needed the space, the 
lease was terminated.

When the project was first 
announced in 2012, the MTA 
said it would cost $8.5 mil-
lion. That estimate was then 
changed to $16.5 million, 
which the agency says is still 
the expected cost. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) called the 2017 
date “progress,” but noted that 
the project has taken too long 
compared to other projects 
such as the Flushing Munici-
pal Lot 3, for which the city 
has recently awarded a con-

tract for development.
In April, the city Depart-

ment of Housing Preservation 
and Development announced 
the selection of a develop-
ment team for the plan, called 
One Flushing, which includes 
the creation of 208 affordable 
housing units.

“We’ve got to make sure 
that it’s cleaned up,” Stavisky 
said. “Every time I pass, I see 
it’s a mess and I think the time 
is now to start. Everything 
else in Flushing is improving 
and under construction and I 
think it’s time to start on the 
LIRR.”

Continued from Page 5 

Nail salons
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Continued from Page 9 
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Munther Omar Saleh Facebook
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SportsSports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Alexandra Yule has filled 
many roles during her career 
at Archbishop Molloy. The 
Columbia-bound senior got 
to perform in all of them dur-
ing her final game as a high-
school softball player.

Yule played excellent 
defense at shortstop, had 
two hits—including an RBI 
double—and scored a run. 
She also tossed a scoreless 
ninth inning to close out a 9-0 
CHSAA victory over the PSAL 
in the Mayor’s Cup senior all-
star game at the College of 
Staten Island June 12. It is the 
CHSAA’s fourth straight win 
in the annual contest.

“It’s kind of like how my 
four years have been, getting 
to do a little bit of both,” Yule 
said. A few of Yule’s Molloy 
teammates were also major 
contributors. Amanda Zeni 
started the game and tossed 
two scoreless innings. She 
struck out four, including 
the side in the second inning. 
Ally Klesin led off and played 
right field. She reached base 
twice and scored a run in the 
four-run first inning. Zeni 
said grabbing the lead took 
some pressure off pitching. 

“It helped to get early 
runs,” Zeni said. “These are 
new girls that we haven’t re-
ally played against.”

Molloy and CHSAA head 
coach Maureen Rosenbaum 
was happy to send her seniors 
out as winners. The group 
helped lead the Briarwood 
school to the diocesan, city 
and Catholic state titles this 
season. “This is a big privi-
lege to play in the Mayor’s 
Cup,” she said.

The early lead set the 
game’s tone. The CHSAA, 
which scored twice on a pair 
of PSAL errors, led 5-0 after 
two innings. Frank Sinatra 
ace Breanna Taphouse, who 
started the game for the public 
schools, had it rough at first, 
but got into a nice groove. She 
allowed six hits and struck out 
four over four innings. 

St. Francis Prep’s Katie 
Saino tossed three scoreless 
frames. She allowed three 
hits and fanned two. Terri-
ers teammate Kelly Licul col-
lected a hit and scored a run. 
Construction’s Emily Perez 
did not allow a run in two 
innings in the circle and Jay-
leen Ovalles picked up a hit. 

The CHSAA scored four 
runs in the eighth to put the 
game away. Despite the score, 
players on both sides enjoyed 
teaming up with girls who 
have been their rivals. 

“It’s an honor to play on 
this type of team,” Yule said. 
“It’s nice to close our senior 
year out this way.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Richmond Hill wasn’t go-
ing to defer from the cautious, 
simple and deliberate cricket 
that got it to the city final.

The Lions’ first batsmen 
didn’t take big swings for big 
runs, but took precision cuts 
for small hits and consistent 
gains. The strategy again 
worked to perfection, with help 
from added runs on mistakes 
by the John Adams squad. 

“We said don’t worry about 
the boundaries, take the sin-
gles and the doubles,” sopho-
more Naresh Rambharos said. 
“The rest didn’t matter.” 

The sixth-seeded Lions 
coasted to a 149-147 victory 
over the top-seeded and de-
fending Spartans in the PSAL 
co-ed cricket title game at 
Baisley Park Sunday. It is the 
first crown in the program’s 
history, which included a title-
game loss in 2010. Richmond 
Hill won the game in the 17th 
of a possible 20 turns at bat.  

“It’s magnificent,” senior 
Keeran Krishna said. “We 
have been waiting for this for 
three months, since we started 
training. It’s special because 
you get to leave a legacy at the 
school.” 

The Lions opening pair-
ing of Rambharos and Takur 
Racktoo got their team off to 
a flying start. They lasted to-
gether for 11 overs and posted 
82 runs. Rambharos, who 
earned MVP honors, nearly 
hit the half-century mark, but 
had to settle for producing 49 
runs through 14 overs.

“It was amazing stuff,” 
Richmond Hill coach Lomar-
shan Persud said. 

Racktoo tallied 23 runs and 
senior Keeran Krishna added 
20. Mohammad Chaudhary 
won the award for the game’s 
top bowler after taking three 
wickets. Krishna put an end to 
the match with a big swing for 
six and then a well-placed tri-
ple to send his teammates rac-
ing onto the field celebration.

“We wanted to win in style,” 
Krishna said. 

John Adams, on the other 
hand, was left disappointed 
that it didn’t play its best in 
the season’s biggest game. It 
handed Richmond Hill 36 ex-
tra runs, including 32 on de-
liveries wide of the wickets. 
Captain Richie Balkarran felt 
his team was a little nervous 
on the big stage.                

“During the year we bowled 
a couple of extras, but not this 
much,” he said. 

The Spartans’ quality of 
batsmen was evident, even 
with its offense sputtering 
through 12 overs. John Adams 
scored just 71 runs and lost 
star batsman Amran Ahmed 
in the sixth after just 20 runs, 
with its top four batsmen 
already eliminated by Rich-
mond Hill. Rambharos said he 
was instructing his bowlers 
on where to throw to the Ad-
ams players.

“I know where their weak 
point is,” Rambharos said.  

Balkarran quickly changed 

his team’s fortunes.
The sophomore personally 

accounted for 39 runs during 
the next four overs, consis-
tently whacking balls over 
and past the boundary. At one 
point he hit five straight for ex-
tra points, four for four points 
and one for six. Balkarran 
later stood and watched a long 
drive increase the Spartans’ 
total to 113.

“I just tried to do the best I 
could,” he said. 

Alix Husain contributed 
21 runs and freshman Sajedur 
Khan made a strong contribu-
tion late. 

The late charge proved not 
to be enough to hold off Rich-
mond Hill. The Lions, who had 
racked up 141 runs in a semifi-
nal win over No. 15 FDR, were 
confident that its singles and 
doubles approach could get it 
done again.

“We were taking it the 
simple way,” Krishna said. 
“We were not taking out our 
aggression. We were playing 
simple cricket.”     

Molloy's Alexandra Yule collected two hits in the CHSAA's win over the 
PSAL in the Mayor's Cup all-star game.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Richmond Hill's Takur Racktoo (l) and Naresh Rambharos run to the stumps 
to score runs in the PSAL cricket final. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Lions nab cricket title
Richmond takes PSAL crown from rival John Adams

In Mayor’s Cup win, 
Molloy stars shine
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Bayside swimmers Jenni-
fer Arana Perez and William 
Harrison had never heard of 
the PSAL’s Wingate Award un-
til Arana Perez discovered she 
had won for the organization’s 
top senior girls’ swimmer. She 
immediately put the pressure 
on Harrison.

“I told him he had to win 
it because we had to win it to-
gether,” she said. 

Harrison figured he had 
a shot, and the sweep of the 
awards for the Commodores 
became complete when he 
earned the nod for boys’ swim-
ming in March. It meant both 
needed to be ready for the cere-
mony at the Brooklyn Marriot 
on June 8. 

“Then it was like, ‘OK. Now 
we have our own table,’” Har-
rison said. 

The dual award was made 
extra special by the fact that 
Arana Perez and Harrison 

trained together outside of 
the halls of Bayside with the 
Flushing Flyers club team. 
Arana Perez swam for the Fly-
ers for 15 years and Harrison 
the last two.    

“It’s cool winning stuff side 
by side,” Harrison said. 

Both were winners 
throughout their careers at 
Bayside. Harrison qualified 
for the New York State Fed-
eration swimming champion-
ship all four years in the 100-
yard butterfly. He finished in 
the top eight each time. This 
year he placed a personal best 
third in the event that he set 
PSAL records in and was un-
beaten in during league com-
petition. 

He collected 16 PSAL med-
als during his career and led 
Bayside to the playoffs each 
season. The honors student 
will swim at Division-I Bing-
hamton next year. Harrison 
felt at home there. 

“Just visiting the team it 

seemed like a good fit,” he 
said.  “The financial side and 
the academics, it all fell into 
place over there. I loved the 
place.”

Arana Perez had similar 
success.  She was a four-year 
qualifier for states in the 100 
butterfly, reaching the final 
each time. Arana Perez won 
12 PSAL medals and was a key 
cog of a strong 200 medley re-
lay team. She will swim for Di-
vision II Queens College next 
season.

“I knew I wanted to stay 
home and it was the only D II 
around that I could stay home 
at,” Arana Perez said. 

She and Harrison made 
sure to enjoy one more accom-
plishment together before they 
go their separate ways. 

“He and I have been train-
ing together for a couple of 
years,” Arana Perez said. ‘It’s 
been great, especially to win 
this together.” 

Legendary Archbishop 
Molloy coach Jack Curran 
continually asked Thomas 
Hackimer to pitch, telling him 
it was his future in baseball.

The light-hitting senior 
refused to, because he didn’t 
want to leave shortstop for his 
senior season and he and his 
father worried about damag-
ing his arm. As a walk-on at St. 
John’s he finally took a chance 
on throwing from the mound 
to home instead of across the 
diamond because it meant 
making the Red Storm roster 
as Curran predicted. 

“I was open to it because it 
meant I’d get to play baseball 
and be on the field,” Hackimer 
said. “Pitching was my best 
chance.”

Three years later he be-
came St. John’s shutdown 
closer and its all-time leader 
in saves. With his strong arm 
and submarine delivery the 
junior pitched to a 4-1 record 
with a 1.92 ERA and 55 strike 
outs in 51.2 innings to help SJU 
win the Big East regular sea-
son and tournament titles and 
reach an NCAA regional final. 

The year was good enough 
to take Hackimer from being a 
kid who barely made the Red 
Storm’s roster to a 15th-round 
pick by the Mets in the Major 
League Baseball First-Year 
Player Draft last week.

“It took me a second,” Hac-
kimer said of realizing he had 
been picked. “It was like ‘Oh. 
Oh. That’s me.’ I jumped up. I 
yelled to my dad and started 
calling my family and friends. 
It’s cool to be drafted. It’s even 
cooler to be taken by your 
hometown team.”

That honor didn’t come 
easy, but both Curran and the 
St. John’s coaching staff saw 
something in Hackimer that 
just needed to be developed. 
Bro. James Vagan, Curran’s 
longtime assistant, said the 
coach called Red Storm head-
man Ed Blankmeyer. Before 
Hackimer, who was on a full-
academic scholarship, arrived 
he planted the seed of mov-

ing him to the mound, even 
if it was as a batting-practice 
pitcher to start. 

“It’s a classic case of some-
body who was a little bit of a 
late bloomer who really devel-
oped into an outstanding col-
lege player.” Vagan said. “The 
way he played in high school 
we would have never guessed 
he’d be drafted by a major 
league team three years later.”

Blankmeyer saw what Cur-
ran meant. Hackimer was 
athletic, had long arms and 
possessed the work ethic it 
would take to make the change 
work. The submarine delivery 
worked with his body type, put 
less stress on the arm is and 

harder to hit when done right.
“Guys don’t like to see that 

arm slot,” Blankmeyer said.
Hackimer made more than 

30 appearances in each of his 
three seasons in Queens, but 
there was expected incon-
sistency his first two years. 
Things clicked for him in 2015. 
His command and confidence 
improved. Hackimer throws a 
fastball, slider and change and 
can hit up to the low 90’s on the 
radar gun.

“His first year, there were 
good days and there were bad 
days, but as you saw the pro-
gression in his work and how 
he developed and how he start-
ed to command his pitches, fi-
nally this year kind of reaped 
the benefits,” Blankmeyer 
said.

Despite his success, Hac-
kimer still misses everything 
about shortstop. He will even 
sneak in a few groundballs 
now and then. 

He remembers going back 
to Molloy as a freshman to talk 
to Curran, who laughed after 
hearing that Hackimer moved 
to the mound, like he had 
asked him to so many times.

“It’s pretty incredible to 
look back on how far I’ve 
come,” Hackimer said.

The door is open for him to 
go much further. 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Jennifer Arana Perez and William Harrison trained together at Bayside High and now they've won the city's 
top swimming prize together. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Baysiders win swim awards From Molloy 
to the Mets

H ackimer became 
St. John’s shutdown 
closer and all-time 

leader in saves.
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SPORTS

GET OUT OF YOUR GM LEASE EARLY.***

SPOILYOU
WAY!EAST HILLS

let us the

855-782-1680EAST HILLS CHEVY 
DOUGLASTON

Must present ad to receive advertised specials. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All leases subject to primary lenders approval. Must qualify for Tier 1 credit approval. Must finance 80% thru dealer. Cruze, Equinox, Malibu, Trax, Traverse 
& Impala pricing reflects credit union and educator rebates. All leases are 10k miles per year. Customer responsible for wear and tear at 25 Cents additional per mile. **Diesel and synthetic oil additional. ***Must be in GM Master Manifest list to 

qualify. Not all buyers will qualify. All pricing includes competitive lease (non GM‘99 or newer) or GM loyalty rebate. All leases require $1995 down (Cruze $995 down) $595 bank fee, plus tax, tags, dmv and dealer fees. Due at Signing (excludes tax, 
tags & fees)= Cruze $1639, Equinox $2639, Malibu $2659, Impala $2739, Traverse $2709, Trax $2659, Tahoe $3039, Camaro $2759. All rebates/incentives assigned to dealer. Pictures for illustrative purposes only. Not valid on prior deals. No two 

offers can be combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for complete details. Douglaston dmv# 7105766, dca# 1279637. Ad expires 5 days after publication.

2015 CHEVROLET
CRUZE LS

Stk# S0342, Reference #17344, 
Auto, 1.8L Turbo, PW/PL, 

Bluetooth, XM Radio, Remote 
Keyless Entry, Traction Control

MSRP $19,695
LEASE FOR

$49
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$14,969
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX LT

Stk# S0841, Reference #17346, 
Auto, 2.4L V4, Power Drivers 
Seat, Remote Start, Back Up 

Camera, Tinted Glass, Roof  Rack, 
Bluetooth, MSRP $28,370

LEASE FOR

$49
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$21,259
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
MALIBU LS

Stk# S1047, Reference #17358, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, Remote Start, 

Bluetooth, Remote Keyless Entry, 
Cruise Control, 10 Airbags

MSRP $23,840
LEASE FOR

$69
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$18,249
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAX LT

Stk#S0849, Reference # 17351, 
Auto, 1.4L Turbo, Aluminum 

Wheels, Tinted glass, Remote Start, 
Cruise, Rear Camera 10 Airbags

MSRP $23,900
LEASE FOR

$69
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$18,949
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE
AWD LS

Stk# N151552, Reference 
#17360, Auto, 3.6L V6, 8 Way 
Power Drivers Seat, Bluetooth, 

Back Up Camera, MSRP $34,420LEASE FOR

$119
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$28,129
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
IMPALA LS

Stk# S0358, Reference #17359, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, Rear Park Assist, 
Bluetooth, Remote Keyless Entry, 

10 Air Bags, Cruise
MSRP $28,455

LEASE FOR

$149
PER MO.

39 MOS.

$20,999
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
CAMARO LS

Stk# N15511, Reference 
#35574, 6 Speed Manual, 

3.6L V6, 323HP, Bluetooth, 18” 
Aluminum Wheels, A/C

MSRP $25,005
LEASE FOR

$169
PER MO.

39 MOS.

$21,495
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
TAHOE LS 4X4

Stk# N151661, Reference 
#35578, Auto, 5.3L V8, 4x4, 20” 
Wheels, Cloth Front Bench, Rear 
Park Assist, Bluetooth, Power 

Seats, Remote Start, Rear Camera
MSRP $50,495LEASE FOR

$449
PER MO.

39 MOS.

$46,995
SALE PRICE

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

Auto Rewards Earnings 
Program 
Up To $5,000 Vehicle Discount - For 
You, Friends or Family.

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want.**

Members-Only Parts & 
Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

FREE NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

FREE Service Loaner 
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

FREE Drop-Off Valet 
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

FREE Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

FREE Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

FREE Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

FREE Gift Certificate 
Rewards 
Your Achievements Unlock Gifts.

FREE Lost Key Return 
Service 
Keeping You Worry-Free & Hassle-Free.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH PURCHASE:

And Much More!

EXCLUSIVE

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com















60    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, JUNE 19–25, 2015 BT FT TL

*ALL NEW*

EMPIRE
MEDICAL
S E R V I C E S

A Full Service Facility Under One Roof

V. Chakote, M.D.
Board Certifi ed In Internal Medicine

Jyoti Chakote, M.D.
Board Certifi ed In Internal Medicine

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS FOR WORKER’S COMPENSATION, 
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS AND INTERNAL MEDICINE

 Only $150
Come In For Your 

Flu VaccinePHYSICAL THERAPY
CARDIOLOGY

NURSE PRACTITIONER

PHYSICAL THERAPY

MEDICAL CENTER

Osteoporosis

Disorders

Vaccinations

PAIN MANAGEMENT 
REHABILITATION

DIAGNOSTIC CENTER

www.empiredoc.com

FLIP


