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BY BILL PARRY

Attorneys for nine of the 
5Pointz artists filed a federal law-
suit seeking punitive damages 
against developer Jerry Wolkoff 
and his son David for ordering 
workers to whitewash the graffiti 
mecca Nov. 19, 2013. 

The lawsuit, filed in United 
States District Court in Brooklyn 
last Friday, claims the whitewash-
ing was done in a “disgracefully 
crude, unprofessional manner,” 
according to the complaint. The 
artists maintain they had no pri-
or warning of the owner’s plans 
and no time to “remove and pre-
serve their work,” the complaint 
continued.

“Our clients seek justice for 

BY SHANNA FULD 

A Whitestone street 
was renamed last Friday 
to honor the late Robert C. 
Lohnes, who was an NYPD 
detective and had a long 
history of making contri-
butions to his community. 

Neighbors, family and 

friends gathered as the 
new street sign, bearing 
the name “Robert C. Loh-
nes Way,” was unveiled at 
145th Place and 17th Av-
enue. City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside), 
whose office arranged the 
unveiling ceremony, spoke 
about how comforting it is 

to live in such a large city 
and still have the kind of 
small-community feeling 
found in Whitestone. 

Lohnes’  wife, Magaly, 
delivered most of the re-
marks. She told the assem-
bled crowd that the petition 
sent around the neigh-

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

It’s not everyday that a person 
earns the chance to join the U.S. 
Army after suing them.

The American Army rejected 
Kew Gardens resident Iknoor 
Signh’s application to join its Re-
serve Officers’ Training Corps, 
according to United Sikhs, an 
advocacy group.  Singh is a prac-
ticing Sikh and religious require-
ments dictate that he wear a tur-
ban and grow a beard. For these 
reasons, the Army rejected his ap-
plication, claiming that it would 
affect unit cohesion, morale, dis-
cipline, health and safety. 

But Singh, who is a junior at 
Hofstra University in Hempstead, 
sallied forth and sued the U.S. 
Army. A judge ruled in his favor, 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

South Ozone Park Civic Association West and 
Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) announced 
at a community meeting Tuesday at St. Anthony 
of Padua Church that the contract for a  South 
Ozone Park juvenile group home on 127th Street 

Contract for juvenile home
in South Ozone Pk. nixed

Queens Sikh 
wins his case

vs. U.S. Army

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 100 Continued on Page 10

Street sign honors Det. Lohnes 

PLAY DATE

The pre-K art class at PS/IS 87 makes a visit every year to the Middle Village Senior Center for help on their 
dream house projects. With some encouragement, Elina Lin puts the finishing touches on her princess-themed 
house.  Photo by Michael Shain

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED

1¼ lb. 3/$33

1-800-404-CLAW
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway

RETAIL MKT. ONLY

Magaly Lohnes, wife of community leader, 
veteran and NYPD Officer Robert Lohnes, 
holds the street sign that went up on 
145th Place in Whitestone to honor him.  

Photo by Shanna Fuld

5Pointz artists sue LIC developer
Damages sought 
for whitewashing
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O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Serving Queens for Over 82 Years

SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 2 ▼

www.oneillsmaspeth.com

Celebrations Made Easy

Half or Full Trays Available   

(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE
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O’NEILL’s Maspeth
FREE DELIVERY &

Happy Father’s Day 

This Father’s Day...
Let Dad Relax and make him feel 

like the King of Queens.

Happy 
80th Birthday 

George O’Neill 
from your family & friends at 

O’Neill’s Maspeth
serving the Queens community 

for over 80 years

to ALL the Dads
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3Two mayors bond briefl y over technology
DeBlasio, Bloomberg put differences aside for Cornell groundbreaking of new city campus

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg made a rare joint 
appearance at Tuesday’s 
ground-breaking ceremony 
for Cornell University’s 
technology campus expan-
sion on Roosevelt Island. 
The two chatted amicably 
and traded compliments 
during their speeches, their 
differences overshadowed 
by Cornell Tech’s arrival 
that will mean so much to 
the city’s economy.

“Today, the city’s thriv-
ing tech ecosystem opens 
a new chapter,” de Blasio 
said. “Cornell Tech comes 
to Roosevelt Island with a 
laudable mission to utilize 
technology and innovation 
to solve real-world prob-
lems and drive smart, pow-
erful and equitable growth 
in New York City.”

Bloomberg, an engi-
neering student in college, 
made a gift of $100 million 
from Bloomberg Industries 
to fund construction of the 
campus Tuesday. 

“New York became the 

greatest city in the world 
because we dared to dream 
bigger than anyone else, 
and this project -  and the 
challenge it represents to 
Silicon Valley - are part of 
that tradition,” Bloomberg 
said. “After talking with 

leaders from every indus-
try, we launched a competi-
tion to bring an applied sci-
ence campus here, to help 
lay an economic foundation 
for the next century - creat-
ing jobs and opportunity for 
New Yorkers on every rung 

of the economic ladder.”
The first academic build-

ing on the campus will be 
named The Bloomberg Cen-
ter, in honor of his daugh-
ters Emma and Georgina. 
Construction is underway 
at the campus, with a first 

phase due to open in 2017.
When fully completed, 

the campus will include 2 
million square feet of state-
of-the-art buildings, more 
than two acres of open 
space, and will be home to 
more than 2,000 graduate 
students and hundreds of 
faculty and staff.

“Cornell Tech isn’t just 
one of the world’s leading 
research institutions - it’s 
an economic game-changer 
that will drive smart, pow-
erful, and equitable growth 
in New York City for gen-
erations,” de Blasio said. 
“The new Roosevelt Island 
campus will bring together 
academia and industry in 
the service of invention and 
innovation - and the result 
will be hundreds of home-
grown companies that pro-
vide a pathway to opportu-
nity for thousands of New 
Yorkers.”

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz attend-
ed the ground-breaking. 
While the Roosevelt Island 
campus is technically part 
of Manhattan, it’s expected 
to be an economic engine 

for the borough.
“In western Queens, 

we’re building the city’s 
leading tech ecosystem, en-
couraging access, innova-
tion and entrepreneurship,” 
Katz said. “It’s proximity to 
the Cornell Tech Campus 
will steer our borough into 
the competitive lane of the 
digital age.” 

Cornell Tech’s tempo-
rary campus has been up 
and running at Google’s 
Chelsea building in Man-
hattan since 2012, with a 
growing world-class fac-
ulty, and about 150 master’s 
and Ph.D. students who col-
laborate extensively with 
tech-oriented companies 
and organizations and pur-
sue their own startups.

The $2 billion campus 
will be part of U.S. Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney’s district. 

“I am thrilled the project 
is officially on the ground,” 
the Astoria Democrat said, 
“a project that will create 
tens of thousands of jobs, 
both during construction 
and as students start creat-
ing new startups.”

Three 9/11 victims memorialized by neighbors
East Elmhurst, Jackson Heights unite in fund-raising and grief 14 years after terrorist attacks

BY BILL PARRY

Residents of a neigh-
borhood that straddles the 
Jackson Heights and East 
Elmhurst border came to-
gether Saturday to honor 
three of their own who per-
ished at the World Trade 
Center during the 9/11 at-
tacks. They were joined 
by elected officials, police 
officers, firefighters and a 
motorcycle club for the un-
veiling and dedication of a 
Fallen Heroes Mural nearly 
14 years later.

“This is something 
the community wanted 
to do for several years,” 
state Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “This mu-

ral is a way for us as a com-
munity to remember those 
whose lives were senseless-
ly taken away  too soon.”

He added that the project 
was community funded, de-

signed by professionals but 
painted by area students.

The outside wall of a 
neighborhood institution, 
Nick’s Deli, on the corner 
of 78th Street and 25th Av-

enue now bears the tribute 
to Marcello Matricciano, 
Edward Lehman and James 
Cartier who all worked in 
the Twin Towers. 

“We asked Rose and 
Anthony and they said you 
can have the whole wall,” 
DenDekker said.

Rosalie and Nicholas 
DiGiovanni opened the 
delicatessen in 1960 and 
they watched generations 
of neighborhood kids grow 
into adulthood, including 
the three who grace their 
wall. “For me this whole 
neighborhood is my extend-
ed family,” Rosalie said.

After Nick passed away 
in 1985, their son Anthony 
stepped in to help run the 
deli and he’s been there 

ever since. “This neighbor-
hood is such a special place 
that produced so many 
good kids,” he said. “James 
Cartier was a big part of 
this store. He always hung 
out here because his best 
friend worked for us.”

Cartier’s big brother 
John rode to the ceremony 
with a dozen members of 
his motorcycle club Ameri-
can Brotherhood, a group 
founded after the attacks to 
honor all those who died on 
September 11.

A union electrician 
and welder, like his little 
brother, John Cartier made 
a heartfelt speech to his 
neighbors. 

“I spent eight months 
on the pile looking for my 

brother James,” he said. 
“Your generosity has 
brought them honor. There 
are three names here, but 
we don’t forget everyone 
who died in New York, that 
field in Pennsylvania or the 
Pentagon.”

He remembered his 
brother as a handsome 
single man of 26 who loved 
his job at the World Trade 
Center. 

“We had this talk a week 
before the attacks and he 
told me how happy he was 
to work there,” Cartier said. 
“He would finish at 2:30 ev-
ery day but wait around un-
til 5:30 so he could meet all 
of the beautiful women who 
were getting out of work.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio and former Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) take part in the groundbreaking cere-
mony for the Cornell Tech campus. Courtesy of Mayor’s Office/Ed Reed

Three victims that died in the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks are remem-
bered by residents of Jackson Heights and East Elmhurst. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

Children’s carnival 
coming to Flushing

BY MADINA TOURE
 
State Assemblyman Ron 

Kim (D-Flushing) and the 
Chinese-American Plan-
ning Council announced 
a carnival would be held 
for children in Flushing 
this summer, just as the 
principal of PS 120 was re-
assigned after banning stu-
dents who were unable to 
pay an admission fee to an 
earlier school carnival. 

The carnival will be held 
June 30 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at PS 20’s Bowne Play-
ground on Union Street be-
tween Sanford and Barclay 
avenues. Flushing-based 
construction company F&T 
Group, the main sponsor of 
the carnival, said it would 
pay for the event, which 
may cost about $5,000, ac-
cording to Helen Lee, F&T 
Group’s executive vice 
president. . 

Speaking at a news 
conference at the Mudan 
Banquet Hall at Queens 
Crossing at 136-17 39th Ave. 
in Flushing, Kim said he 
 received calls from all over 
the country after the media 
described the plight of the 
children shut out of the car-
nival.

Nearly 100 low-income 
students whose parents did 
not pay a $10 admission fee 
for the carnival, which took 
place on school grounds, 
were forced to stay in the 
auditorium of the school at 
58-01 136th St., according to 
news reports, watching an 
old Disney movie as their 
classmates played at the 
carnival outside.

“People wanted to do-
nate and help children,” 
Kim said.  

Fourth grader Sherry 
Liu, 10, was one of four PS 20 
students who spoke during 
the news conference to ex-
press solidarity with the PS 
120 students banned from 
the carnival. 

“I feel sad for them be-
cause maybe their families 
are not rich or do not have 
money,” Liu said. 

Lois Lee, director of the 

Queens chapter of the Chi-
nese-American Planning 
Council at PS 20, said the 
incident raised an impor-
tant message.

“We call this teachable 
moments,” Lee said. 

The city Department of 
Education said Francine 
Marsaggi, the school’s as-
sistant principal, will take 
over for Joan Monroe as 
interim principal and that 
the school would consult 
with the DOE and Danielle 
Dimango, superintendent 
of Community District 25, 
which covers Flushing. 
Monroe was reassigned to 
administrative duties.

PS 120 said it was in-
structed by the DOE to 
make no public comments 
on the matter. 

“Ms. Monroe has been 
reassigned away from PS 
120 pending the outcome of 
this investigat ion,”  Devora 
Kaye, a DOE spokeswom-
an, said. “Superinten dent 
Dimango and the DOE will 
work closely with the PS 
120 staff to ensure that this 
change does not affect stu-
dent instruction.”

In a letter dated June 
5 to students’ families in 

English and Mandarin, 
Monroe said 52 children—
not 100—did not attend the 
carnival for numerous rea-
sons, including parental 
requests and medical docu-
mentation.

“Let me assure you 
that the information in the 
press is inaccurate,” Mon-
roe wrote in the letter. “It 
is not now and never has 
been the policy of PS 120Q 
to exclude any child from 
trips or events based on fi-
nancial hardship.”

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said she has 
not been able to get a hold of 
Dimango but that the focus 
should be on the children.

“It’s about the carnival 
and the children having a 
good time,” Stavisky said. 

Lee said the company is 
on board with the carnival. 

“Whatever it is, we 
will pay for it,” Lee said. 
“It’s about doing the right 
thing.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

A group of PS 20 students express solidarity with PS 120 students 
banned from a school carnival.  Photo by Madina Toure
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Blackwell indicted in young offi cer’s murder
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Retired NYPD Sgt. Ray-
mond Moore, the father 
of slain Detective Brian 
Moore, did not take his eyes 
off of Demetrius Blackwell, 
the accused gunman in his 
son’s death, during Black-
well’s June 11 arraignment 
at Queens Supreme Crimi-
nal Court in Kew Gardens. 

The arraignment fol-
lowed a grand jury in-
dictment charging the 
Blackwell with 12 counts 
of murder and aggravated 
murder, among other relat-
ed charges, Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown 
said. 

Blackwell was brought 
into the courtroom in 
shackles and stood next to 
his attorney, David Bart, 
before Supreme Court 
Justice Joseph Zayas. The 
indictment charged Black-
well with first-degree mur-
der, aggravated murder, 
attempted murder, aggra-

vated attempted murder, 
unlawful possession of 
marijuana and criminal 
possession of a weapon, 
controlled substance and 
stolen property.

Police said the 25-year 
old Moore and his part-

ner Erik Jansen, in plain-
clothes from the 105th 
Precinct’s anti-crime unit, 
were on patrol after 6 p.m. 
in an unmarked car May 
2  when both officers saw 
Blackwell adjusting his 
waistband and attempted 

to question him in Queens 
Village near 104th Road . 
Blackwell allegedly react-
ed by firing several shots 
while the officers were 
still inside their vehicle, 
striking Moore twice in the 
head, prosecutors said.   He 
died May 4, but his partner 
was unharmed. 

Afterward, Blackwell, 
who is 35, allegedly stole 
clothing to alter his appear-
ance, the authorities said. 
He was also found with co-
caine and marijuana, the 
DA said. 

In one row, Blackwell’s 
wife, brother, aunt and 
uncle tucked themselves 
in a corner. The rest of 
the gallery was filled with 
NYPD officers and support-
ers, including PBA leader 
Pat Lynch. Some support-
ers wore T-shirts that said 
“In memory of P.O. Brian 
Moore—End of watch 
5/04/15.”

“The defendant’s al-
leged actions are a direct 

attack on society and the 
law,” Brown said during a 
news conference before the 
arriagnment  . “[It] reminds 
us of the dangers that our 
police officers face each 
day—and the ultimate sac-
rifice they may be called 
upon to make.”

Blackwell pleaded not 
guilty to all charges and 
his attorney said he would 
use the defense of not guilty 
by mental disease or defect. 
He also asked for Black-
well’s interrogation video 
and other evidence related 
to the case.  

Outside the courthouse, 
Lynch told the press, “You 
can imagine what it’s like 
for that father who is a re-
tired police officer to have 
to sit in that courtroom, re-
strain himself.”

He added, “Any one of 
us would want to leap over 
that bar and grab him by 
his throat, but he’s a pro-
fessional and these officers 
are here to make sure jus-

tice is done.”
Lynch also claimed that 

Blackwell was known as 
a “hell-raiser” and career 
criminal in his neighbor-
hood. 

Blackwell’s uncle and 
brother said Blackwell suf-
fered from epilepsy and had 
brain surgery but were not 
specific about the details.

Bart, Blackwell’s attor-
ney, called  Lynch’s com-
ments “ridiculous, over the 
top. If he wants to prevent 
Mr. Blackwell from getting 
a fair trial, he can try to do 
that, but he is not a career 
criminal.”

The attorney went on 
to say that “just because 
I am pursuing a mental 
disease or defect does not 
mean I won’t be looking at 
all the evidence,” Bart said. 
 “From what I understand it 
changed him dramatically, 
how deeply and what it 
meant is what the medical 
records will reflect.”

Police union president Pat Lynch says: “You can imagine what it’s 
like for that father who is a retired police officer to have to sit in 
that courtroom [and] restrain himself.”  
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City Council seat vacant
Six contenders launch campaigns for Mark Weprin’s former spot

Fort Totten schedule
for fi reworks released

BY TOM MOMBERG

The details of the July 
1 fireworks at Fort Totten 
have been released and in-
clude a free concert and un-
limited opportunities for 
Independence Day celebra-
tion and recreation.

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) joined 
the Bayside Historical So-
ciety and members of Com-
munity Board 7 Monday to 
announce the specific line-
up of events. 

“For the first time, resi-
dents in northeast Queens 
won’t have to travel far for 
world class fireworks and 
I look forward to sponsor-
ing this event for years to 
come,” Vallone said. “These 
types of family events re-
ally bring the community 
together in celebration.”

Admittance to Fort Tot-
ten will begin at 5 p.m., and 
a performance from the 
Michelle Marie Rock Band 
will start after 6 p.m. An-
other musical performance 
is scheduled to follow from 

Phil Costa and the Some-
thing Special Band.

A formal ceremony is 
set to start at 9 p.m., fea-
turing select speakers and 
the singing of the National 
Anthem. The fireworks dis-
play, to be launched from 
the Fort Totten parade 
grounds by Grucci Fire-
works, will immediately 
follow at 9:15 p.m., and will 
last about 15 minutes.

Organizers are encour-
aging everyone who plans 
to attend on the Fort Totten 
grounds to bring blankets, 
chairs and any picnic items. 
All coolers and bags will be 
inspected at the gate, and 
organizers have made it an 
alcohol-free event.

Vendors and food trucks 
will sell carnival food, 
snacks and beverages on 
site, and portable sanitary 
stations will be available 
adjacently.

Limited parking will be 
available at the new Little 
Bay Parking Lot and along 
Bell Boulevard. 

BY TOM MOMBERG

After Mark Weprin left 
for an administrative posi-
tion in the governor’s of-
fice, his 23rd District City 
Council seat became offi-
cially vacant Monday and 
Council hopefuls are now 
filing petitions to run. 

Due to the date of the 
vacancy, the mayor’s of-
fice said the remainder of 
Weprin’s term would not be 
filled by a special election, 
but would be part of this 
fall’s general election.

The primary election for 
the Council seat, which cov-
ers Bellerose, Glen Oaks, 
Queens Village, Oakland 
Gardens and some smaller 
eastern Queens neighbor-
hoods, is set for Sept. 10, 
and the general election is 
scheduled for Nov. 3. We-
prin’s office has remained 
open for constituent ser-
vices.

Former Flushing Assem-
blyman Barry Grodenchik, 
who serves as the director 
of community boards and 
parks to Borough President 
Melinda Katz, announced 
his candidacy for Weprin’s 
seat last month.

He has the backing of 
former northeast Queens 
Congressman Gary Ack-
erman; Congressman 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), who is also the 
county Democratic leader; 
and former Congressman, 
Rev. Floyd Flake of Jamai-
ca.

Grodenchik is still work-
ing out his campaign plat-
form, but he said it would 
be education-centric. 

Attorney and activist 
Ali Najmi, who would be 
the city’s first South Asian 
elected officialif he secures 
Weprin’s vacant seat, also 
grabbed a major endorse-
ment for his campaign.

Zephyr Teachout, a New 
York Democratic guberna-
torial candidate in 2014, an-
nounced her endorsement 
of Najmi this week.

Najmi, who ran for We-
prin’s seat in 2013, said he 
would focus the attention of 
his campaign on education, 
senior issues, job creation 
and health. He expects to 
release details next week.

Celia Dosamantes is the 
youngest hopeful candi-
date. The 24-year-old Belle-
rose native said she wants 
to focus on education and 
job creation.

Dosamantes currently is 

deputy chief of staff for As-
semblyman Philip Ramos. 
She said she plans to focus 
her campaign platform on 
the support for senior ser-
vices, schools, job creation 
and transportation.

Rebecca Lynch, current-
ly deputy commissioner of 
the Mayor’s Community Af-
fairs Office, has brought in 
a big endorsement from the 
Teamsters Joint Council 16 
for City Council in eastern 
Queens. She

Lynch previously served 
as assistant commissioner 
for the Mayor’s Community 
Affairs Unit  . Her campaign 
will be centered on labor 
practices, but she has not 
yet rolled out her campaign 
platform.

Bob Friedrich, presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village, 
previously ran campaigns 
against David Weprin in 
the Assembly and against 
Mark Weprin for the very 
same Council seat. Now 

with strong name recogni-
tion and without the chal-
lenge of facing the Weprin 
dynasty, Friedrich said he 
hopes to be able to get into 
the City Council after this 
fall’s election.

Friedrich, a former col-
umnist for the TimesLedger 
Newspapers, said he would 
focus on public school is-
sues, fighting taxes and the 
newly proposed juvenile de-
tention center.

Joe Concannon, a retired 
NYPD commander, has the 
backing of the Queens GOP 
as the only Republican can-
didate for the Council seat. 
Concannon previously ran 
a campaign against Coun-
cilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) in 2013. 

The spokesman for the 
candidate said the cam-
paign would revolve heav-
ily on crime and political 
corruption. Concannon de-
clined to comment further.

BARRY GRODENCHIK BOB FRIEDRICH ALI NAJMI

July 1 event details, sponsored by Councilman Paul Vallone and 
the Bayside Historical Society, are displayed on a map. 

Map courtesy of Vallone’s office
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paving the way for Singh’s 
total victory. 

“I’m very grateful that 
the freedom of religion our 
country fought so hard for 
will allow me to pursue my 
dream career - serving this 
country as a military in-
telligence officer - without 
violating my faith,” Iknoor 
said in a United Sikhs state-
ment.  

The ACLU and a Queens 
advocacy group, United 
Sikhs, filed the lawsuit 
against the Army in No-
vember. They said that the 
Army’s rejection of  Ik-
noor violated his religious 
rights under the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act, 
a law that provides protec-
tions for religious expres-
sion and practices. 

A federal court ruled on 
June 14 that Singh must be 
allowed to enroll in the Ar-
my’s ROTC without having 
to cut his hair and beard 

nor remove his turban. The 
decision was made by U.S. 
Federal District Judge Amy 
Berman Jackson.  

ROTC is a college-based 
program for training com-
missioned officers of the 
United States Armed Forc-
es.

According to a spokes-
man  for United Sikhs, a 
Queens-based advocacy 
group, Singh came to the 
organization in 2013 when 
he was 17-years-old seeking 
out the organization’s le-
gal advice. With the ACLU, 
United Sikhs brought the 
lawsuit against the Army. 

“This decision permits 
Iknoor to equally and fairly 
compete for a contracted 
position in the ROTC while 
maintaining his turban 
and beard, a tremendous 
victory for the Sikh commu-
nity,” United Sikhs wrote 
in a statement  . “It adds one 
more Sikh to the very short 
list of Sikhs in uniform in 
the United States.”

The judge rejected the 
Army’s argument that 

Singh’s religious expres-
sion would degrade the 
Army.  Jackson ruled in-
stead that the Army has 
made thousands of exemp-
tions for grooming  and uni-
form rules in the past and 
it did not harm the Army’s 
mission. 

“When held up to the 
light, the Army’s reasons 
for denying Mr. Singh’s 
religious accommodation 
crumbled,” said Heather 
Weaver, senior staff attor-
ney in the ACLU’s Program 
on the Freedom of Religion 
and Belief. “Because the 
evidence showed that no 
harm would come to the 
Army or third parties from 
accommodating Mr. Singh, 
rejecting his request was a 
clear violation of RFRA.”

Reach reporter Eric 
Jankiewicz by e-mail at 
ejankiewicz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

their unlawful destruction 
of their artwork,” Attorney 
Eric Baum of Eisenberg & 
Baum said. 

Jerry Wolkoff, who 
demolished the ware-
house complex last sum-
mer to build two luxury 
residential towers, called 
the lawsuit “despicable” 
and shocking. “They say 
if I gave them time, they 
could’ve saved their work 
for museums?” Wolkoff 
asked Monday. “They knew 
that building was coming 
down for years.”

5Pointz creator Jona-
than “Meres” Cohen did 
not want to discuss the 
lawsuit, preferring to let 
the lawyers do the talking. 
He joined co-curator Marie 
Cecil Flageul and several 
other aerosol artists at Au-
gust Martin High School in 
Jamaica for an open house 
June 11 as the public was 
allowed to view “Opera-
tion Skittles,” a student-led 
project that brought color-
ful street art to the school’s 
walls. 

On the weekend of May 
9-10, nearly 150 of the artists 
reunited in Queens for the 

first time in the 19 months 
since 5Pointz was white-
washed. The artists do-
nated their time, talent and 
nearly $40,000 of their own 
supplies over a two-week 
period, creating nearly 150 
murals in the hallways and 
stairwells in an effort to in-
spire students.

Syreeta Gates, a Dream 
Director assigned to the 
school by the non-profit 
Future Project, a national 
campaign to empower 
young people, says in the 
six weeks since the proj-
ect began, the excitement 
among the students has not 
diminished.

“The novelty hasn’t worn 
off at all.  The art created a 
sense of pride in a way that 
wasn’t there before,” Gates 
said. 

“It’s very inspiring with 
all the portraits of artists 
and singers,” Precious 
Brown, a junior,  said. “It 
makes me want to do some-
thing big one day so I can 
get on the wall myself.”

Freshman Timothy Wil-
liams said, “I’m glad the 
public can come and see 
what we’ve done herel.”

The enthusiasm has 
spread to the faculty. “I’ve 
seen a difference in my 
classroom where I’ve had 
100 percent attendance,” 

culinary arts teacher Lor-
raine Baker-Simon said.

Meres knew how much 
it meant to the students 
when a month and a half 
later there was no graffiti 
on the street art inside the 
school. “I’m glad there’s no 
writing.  That  means they 
like it and it makes them 
proud,” he said. 

Known as “the worst 
school in New York,” Au-
gust Martin’s graduation 
rate has been stuck at 39 
percent for the last two 
years.

“We want to see that 
number climb to 51 percent 
by next year,” Flageul said. 
“Word is spreading of the 
early success of this proj-
ect. I’ve heard from 46 pub-
lic schools around the five 
boroughs and one French 
high school that used to 
tour 5Pointz every sum-
mer. ”

Meanwhile, the old 
5Pointz site at 22-44 Jackson 
Ave. in Long Island City, is 
now an active construction 
site. Wolkoff said his build-
ings will be called 5Pointz 
despite two denials of ap-
plication at the U.S. Patent 
and Trademarks office.

“I’m not going to trade-
mark it. I’m just going to 
use it,” he said. 

Continued from Page 1 

Sikh

Continued from Page 1 

5Pointz
ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

Complete Menu Online: www.JordansLobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway

(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)
GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
All offers expire 6/30/15

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED
 11/4 lb. 3/$33

Exp. 6/30/15

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$22
FISH & CHIPS 

DINNER

$11

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPONWITH COUPON

Happy Father’s Day
Retail Mkt. Only
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No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

BEST PASTRAMI IN NEW YORK.  
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT. WE DELIVER.
We cater all affairs. Any size Hero. All Hero’s cut and put in 
baskets. Freshly made Hamburger. Homemade Roast Beef with 
Homemade Gravy. Hand rolled bagels baked on premises.

164-26 CROSSBAY BLVD 
HOWARD BEACH NY 11414

TEL 718-323-4011
FAX 718-323-4012

WEB
WWW.SAPIENZAHB.COM

FREE DELIVERY(LOCAL)
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MONDAY – SATURDAY 
6 AM – 8 PM

SUNDAY 
6 AM – 5 PM

DELICATESSEN & RESTAURANT
The Pastrami King of Queens
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borhood in support of the 
street renaming was met by 
almost no opposition. 

In addition to serving 
his country during the Cu-
ban missile crisis in 1962 
and his city in the NYPD, 
Lohnes was also a volun-
teer for the Boy Scouts of 
America and Girl Scouts 
of the U.S.A. Additionally, 
after retirement he volun-
teered to help identify vic-
tims of 9/11 down at the site 
of the World Trade Center 
attacks. 

It was his service to the 
community that everyone 
remembers him by. 

Magaly Lohnes said he 
was actively involved with 
the Scouts until the very 
last day. He wanted to at-
tend every event and trip 
with them and only stopped 
when his doctor ordered 
him not to. 

Vallone removed the pa-
per covering the sign post 
as a crowd of neighbors, 
community leaders and 
Eagle Scouts looked on.

 “The Eagle Scouts want-

ed something permanent,” 
Magaly Lohnes said. 

Lohnes died from my-
elodysplastic syndrome, a 
bone marrow disorder that 
prevents blood from mak-
ing healthy cells, on March 
15, 2014 He was 76, which to 
his wife seemed too early. 

“All of his cousins died 
at 95, 96, 97,” she said. 
“When he was being treat-
ed at Montefiore Hospital, it 
showed up as the same can-
cer that many fireman had 
who participated in 9/11. 
Because he did something 
good, he had to pay the ulti-
mate price.”

Margaly Lohnes is con-
tinuing to volunteer, partic-
ipating in walks and events 
to help spread awareness 
about bone marrow diseas-
es and recruiting donors 
to give marrow to those in 
need. Lohnes said that now 
it is easy and more painless 
to donate than before. She 
plans to continue volun-
teering for the Icla da Silva 
Foundation, an organiza-
tion dedicated to helping 
those with bone marrow 
diseases.

Continued from Page 1 

Lohnes
was rejected by the city 
comptroller’s office. 

The civic group filed 
a civil suit against Ad-
ministration for Children 
Services after the con-
struction of the second  ju-
venile group home began 
last year under the state’s 
Close To Home program 
overseen by ACS.  The first 
home is located a couple of 
blocks away and only takes 
non-violent youth.

“For months, we have 
been shining a light on 
ACS’s attempt to inappro-
priately locate this juve-
nile prison in the heart of 
South Ozone Park’s com-
munity,” Wills said. 

Wills, who has spear-
headed the movement 
against these groups 
homes, acknowledged and 
included a special thank 
you during the announce-
ment at the community 
meeting to City Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer, all the 
hardworking residents 
and volunteers who helped 
with bringing awareness 

to the issue. 
The state’s Close to 

Home program was im-
plemented in 2012. In the 
program, specially cho-
sen juvenile offenders are 
brought to group homes 
located within communi-
ties they originate from so 
they may transition easily 
into law-abiding citizens. 
But the issue has been the 
kind of juvenile offenders 
who are placed in homes 
close to residential neigh-
borhoods and schools. 

On April 17, a woman 
was allegedly raped at an 
Internet cafe in Manhat-
tan by three young men 
who escaped from a Brook-
lyn group home, according 
to the Manhattan district 
attorney.

And on April 30, one of 
the workers at the South 
Ozone Park site allegedly 
punched a resident in the 
face while he took pictures 
of the worker despite a 
work-stop order on the 
site from the Department 
of Buildings, according to 
the Queens DA. 

Communication be-
tween ACS Commissioner 
Gladys Carrion and the 

community seemed to 
have fallen short. 

In a response letter to 
Betty Braton, chairwoman 
of Community Board 10, 
Carrion wrote that she 
sympathized with the con-
cerns of the community 
but felt that “isolating our 
young people from the 
community is simply not 
a viable solution and has 
proven time and again to be 
ineffective.”

Braton responded to 
Carrion’s letter by explain-
ing that the community 
did want to help youth but 
not at the cost of their own 
safety.

 “Although we appreci-
ate your response, it does 
not address adequately the 
concerns of the residents 
in the area immediately 
surrounding the planned 
location. It does not alter 
our Board’s view or our 
community’s view that the 
site selected is an inappro-
priate one.”

The comptroller’s of-
fice said the contract was 
sent back to the service 
provider for the juvenile 
group home because of un-
specified inconsistencies.

 “For registration we 
determine if they meet the 
criteria and if everything 
is procured properly,” said 
Eric Sumberg, spokesman 
for the comptroller. Sum-
berg said that despite the 
rejection a contract can be 
reviewed after meeting the 
criteria in order to be ac-
cepted by the comptroller. 

Wills said  the fight 
against what he called 
these “prisons” must con-
tinue. Currently there are 
two confirmed locations 
of juvenile group homes in 
Queens: 133-23 127th St. in 
South Ozone Park and The 
Children’s Village 207-01 
Jamaica Avenue in Queens 
Village. 

Reach Reporter Sadef 
Ali Kully by e-mail at 
skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Continued from Page 1 

Juvenile

E-mail the 
newsroom:

timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com
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