
BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

The city is tackling a 
fatally dangerous inter-
section that straddles the 
border between Ridgewood 
and Bushwick. Two people 
 have been killed at the in-
tersection since 2009. The 
area, a six-point intersec-

tion where Myrtle Avenue, 
Wyckoff Avenue and Pal-
metto Street meet, is the 
site of frequent car acci-
dents. At the intersection, 
there are 25 turns that cars 
can make.  The city wants to 
ban five turns for car driv-
ers and extend curbs for pe-
destrians. 

The city is also chang-
ing the bus routes of the 
B26 and the Q58. In addi-
tion, the city is changing 
the terminal station that 
is shared by both buses on 
Wyckoff Avenue and Pal-
metto Street. The new B26 
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George Molina struggled to 
pull down the shutter on his car 
shop in Willets Point. For 12 years 
he’s made a living in a part of 
Queens that is filled with potholes 
that resemble mini caves and one 
of the highest concentrations of 
businesses aimed at fixing cars 
internally and aesthetically. 

Molina explained that the city 
has been harassing him and his 
fellow mechanics for the whole 
month with tickets for continu-
ing to do maintenance work on 
cars on the streets, which is il-
legal in New York City. As mem-
bers of the Sunrise Coop, a group 
of 48 auto-shop owners, Molina’s 
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BY BILL PARRY

Several hundred business lead-
ers, city and state officials, resi-
dents and stakeholders gathered 
Tuesday at the Museum of the 
Moving Image for the 2nd annual 
LIC Summit to hear panel discus-
sions on such issues as real estate, 
transportation, tourism and cul-
ture that shape the future of Long 
Island City. The unprecedented 
growth of the neighborhood domi-
nated conversation.

“It’s an exciting time for Long 
Island City,” LIC Partnership 
President Elizabeth Lusskin said. 
“The LIC Summit gives local 
thought leaders, policymakers 
and stakeholders a great opportu-
nity to discuss exciting plans and 

Queens Museum turns orange 
to support gun violence victims

Development 
of LIC is focus 
for discussion Auto body shops

shuttered by city

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 8

Bus routes changed for safety
BY MADINA TOURE

Elected officials, community leaders and an-
ti-gun violence advocates spoke out against the 
Charleston massacre and gun violence in Queens 
Monday night in front of the Queens Museum. 

The city announced route changes for 
the B26 and Q58. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR

When he was running for mayor, Bill de Blasio pledged to make Lunar New Year a school holiday. This week he 
made good on his promise at a packed Flushing press conference with Councilman Peter Koo (at the podium), U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (l) and dozens of community leaders. See story on Page 6. Photo by Michael Shain 

Willets Point owners evicted

(516) 974-6528
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FREE 
ESTIMATES
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(718) 428-1111

EXTRA 
5% OFF
FOR VETERANS & SENIOR CITIZENS (718) 386-3014 

www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

Diamond Jewelry

Pawning, redefined.

1-800-PLS-PAWN
(1-800-757-7296)

WWW.PROVIDENTLOAN.COM

Short Term Cash Loans
on Fine Watches, Gold &

Diamond Jewelry
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3One man’s junk is another person’s treasure
BY SHANNA FULD

Where one person may see a 
pile of garbage, another might en-
vision haute couture.

To prove the point, more than 
two dozen women modeled dress-
es created from recycled materi-
als during last weekend’s Trash-
ion Fashion Show at the Queens 
Botanical Garden.

“What you are going to see is 
designs that will make you re-
think waste,” Amy Merli, founder 
of the Trashion show said. “I had 
such a wonderful mix of designs 
[in NYC] compared to our other 
shows.”

Designers had to create clothes 
out of garbage, changing waste 
into exquisite eco-friendly outfits.

The garden was buzzing with 
viewers, insects and birds on a 
sunny Father’s Day as models 
strutted down the runway in 
their dresses.

Queens Botanical Garden Ex-
ecutive Director Susan Lacerte 
talked about living more envi-
ronmentally and said the fashion 
show “inspires us every day to 
think what trash we can use.” 

To violinist David Marks’ play-
ing, models sashayed down the 
outdoor runway, passing shrubs 
and flowers and stopping for au-
dience members to take photos. 
Many models were ballerinas, 
dancing down the runway in 
pointe shoes and striking athletic 
poses in their stunning dresses. 

Designer Mary Ambrose made 
three pieces for the show, all part of 
her growing collection called Bird. 

The piece called Wild Bird 
Seed is made out of a bird-seed 
sack and was accessorized by a 
hat topped with a stuffed green 
bird.  Another piece called Raven 
was worn by a fierce model with 
a feather fashioned to one of her 
eye’s lashes. The dress could eas-
ily be worn for a fancy night out 
on the town. Using a template, 
Ambrose cut each feather for the 
Raven dress out of bicycle tire 
inner-tubes, which she said was 
a very forgiving material. The re-
sult was a black dress that looked 
as sleek and chic as leather. It was 
subtly highlighted with ruby red 
gems, some of which were fash-
ioned into a bracelet as well. 

“Everybody’s got jewelry that 
I made,” Ambrose pointed out. 
“The shawl [referring to the third 
piece] is all tire. There’s a small 
hole in it. The local bike store 

saves the tires for me.”
Another dashing example was a 

bridal gown fashioned by designer 
and wedding planner Pamela Bar-
tlett. She posted a photo of a de-
sign on Instagram she made for a 
trashion show back home in Rhode 
Island, and was contacted by the or-
ganizers of the Queens show, who 
asked her to take part. 

“These are grocery store shop-
ping bags and beer can tabs that I 
painted white. I took quilting for a 
few years and got inspired,” Bar-
tlett said. “The bouquet is brooch-
es and pins all together. Many are 
from my grandmother and I want-
ed to bring her with me.” 

The tabs had actually been 
woven together with the white 
shopping bags very smoothly and 
some tabs were kept silver, mak-
ing a diamond design running 
down the front, into a triangle cut 
down the front to leave room for 

walking legs. Bartlett said that all 
the materials are made from gar-
bage. It took her 180 hours of time 
and more than 5,000 can tabs, 
which she collected from family 
and friends who saw her requests 
on Facebook. 

The bride modeling the dress, 
is actually to be married in Au-
gust and has been Bartlett’s mod-
el before. 

“It’s a little sticky walking and 
I can only get so far. I can’t use the 
bathroom or anything like that in 
it and by the end of the day it’s a 
little heavy,” she said.

Merli currently participates in 
education programs in public and 
charter schools doing creative 
art-based programs using reus-
able materials as well as science 
and environmental protection 
courses to teach students about 
preserving our world.  

Clockwise, from above, Alaysia Burgos (r.) sports a red-flower dress fashioned 
out of plastic bags and paper, Rose Orelup models her own creation com-
posed of coffee filters, and Helen Phelan is dressed in Saul Rodriguez’s wallpa-
per outfit.  Rachana Talati (l.) wears Jess Brey’s dress made from bubble wrap 
and small mirrors, while Alexa Pagnani is dressed in Francis Sollano’s design 
of melted plastic. Model Yomairy Cueto is shown wearing Mary Ambrose’s out-
fit created out of bicycle tire inner tubes. And Hannah Sharp models Danielle 
DePalma’s floor-length gown made from K-cup coffee containers.  

Photos by Shanna Fuld/Michael Shain 

Queens Botanical Garden hosts Trashion Fashion show of designer duds created from recycled materials
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The Jamaica Bay Wild-
life Refuge announced 
Monday it will start the 
groundwork for a post-San-
dy restoration project this 
fall in partnership with 
The Nature Conservancy, 
the National Park Service 
and the Jamaica Bay-Rock-
away Parks Conservancy. 

Part of the project is in-
tended to repair the dam-
age created when saltwater 
from the bay poured into 
the freshwater West Pond 
due to a breach caused by 
Hurricane Sandy. The pond 
is west of Cross Bay Boule-
vard in Broad Channel.

  The Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge—part of 
the Gateway National Rec-
reation Area—is one of 
the most significant bird 
sanctuaries in the north-
eastern United States. It 

is an integral stopover for 
migrating birds on the At-
lantic Flyway, a migratory 
route along the Atlantic 
Coast and east of the Ap-
palachian Mountains. Mi-

grating birds need the food, 
water and habitats at the 
refuge. More than 330 spe-
cies of birds have been seen 
at Jamaica Bay over the 
past 25 years.

 As part of this collab-
orative project, The Nature 
Conservancy and National 
Park Services will reduce 
invasive plants and restore 
native plant communities, 
including flood and salt-
tolerant plants, to create 
better habitats for migra-
tory birds and improve 
the site’s ability to recover 
from future floods. The 
Rockaways’ beaches, bay 
and wildlife were devastat-
ed by Sandy.

In addition to the native 
plant and coastal resiliency 
work, hundreds of volun-
teers will be engaged in 
replanting the site, and oth-
ers will join in monitoring 
butterflies and pollinators 
to track the project’s suc-
cess. 

Saltwater’s toll is visible 
on the trail surrounding 
West Pont, where dried out 
Maple trees and new vine 

species   have taken over 
other plants and trees. 

Joshua Laird, commis-
sioner of the National Parks 
of New York Harbor, said 
some of the new non-native 
species are not nutritious 
for the animals that habitat 
at Jamaica Bay. 

“National Parks are 
linked to the community 
around us—environmental 
health, public health, ac-
cess, education, housing, 
are all connected to us so 
these partnerships become 
an important part of the 
future,” he said during the 
Monday press conference. 

“The habitat is critical 
to maintaining the visitor 
experience. We are honored 
to join this effort and ex-
cited to work with Jamaica 
Bay,” said Bill Ulfeder, state 
director of The Nature Con-
servancy. “We are here for 
the long term.”

The Jamaica Bay Wild-
life Refuge wants to make 
the Atlantic Flyway stop-
over a sustainable environ-
ment and has researched 
plant species that can as-
similate to freshwater or 
saltwater.

“For example, oak trees 
are a good host. Species 
such as caterpillars and 
moss make their homes on 
oak trees and this can be 
food for the bird,” Laird 
said.  

“This key restoration 
project advances our goal 
to expand public access, 
and preserve and restore 
natural areas, including 
wetland and wildlife habi-
tat in Jamaica Bay,” said 
Tom Secunda of chairman, 
Jamaica Bay-Rockaway 
Parks Conservancy, which 
donated about $500,000 last 
year for the project. 

A Trail Closed sign shows where the breach occurred in Jamaica 
Bay after Hurricane Sandy - smack dab in the middle of the West 
Pond trail at the Jamaica Bay Wildife Refuge in Broad Channel.  

Photo by Sadef Kully

Sandy recovery on tap for breached waterway
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge to begin resiliency plan for plants, animals later this summer
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SALE JULY 4TH SALE 
HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY

FR A N N Y LE W
WI N E & LI Q U O R

198-29 HORACE HARDING EXP. FRESH MEADOWS
(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO WALDBAUM’S)

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS. ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase of $100 or More

NOW THROUGH JULY 12, 2015. EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

NOW THROUGH JULY 12, 2015 EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

W
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E
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L
E

10% OFF
15% OFF
20% OFF

2 Bottles
or More
6 Bottles
or More
12 Bottles
or More

BLACKSTONE 
MERLOT

KETEL ONE
VODKA

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

RUFFINO CHIANTI
CLASSICO RIVERSA  

DUCALE TAN

$15.99
750 ML.

750 ML. 1.75 L.

750 ML.

SVEDKA 
VODKA

1.75 LTR.

$17.99

JOHNNIE WALKER
BLUE LABEL

750 ML.

$149.99

$5.99

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

750 ML.

$18.99

BARTENURA 
MOSCATO

750 ML.

$8.99

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

I.5 L.

$9.99

$39.99

RELAX 
RIESLING

750 ML.

$7.99

FIREBALL 
CINNAMON WHISKY

1 L.

$16.99

$8.99

JOHNNIE WALKER
PLATINUM LABEL

750 ML.

$64.99

JOHNNIE WALKER 
BLACK LABEL

1.75 L

$59.99

GATO NEGRO 
ALL TYPES

1.5 L.
$7.99

JOHNNIE WALKER 
RED LABEL

1.75 L.

$32.99

CAVIT
PINOT GRIGIO

1.5 LTR.

$10.99

REMY MARTIN 
XO

$129.99
750 ML.

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

$8.99
1.5 LTR.

CONCHA Y TORRO
FRONTERA

ALL TYPES

$6.99
1.5 L.

KENDALL JACKSON
CHARDONNAY

$9.99
750 ML.

LARGEST SELECTION OF WINE & SPIRITS IN QUEENS

EXTRA 
5% OFF

FOR VETERANS 

 & SENIOR CITIZENS 

CHARDONNAY  SALE:15% OFF  OUR SELECTION OF OVER 100 CHARDONNAYS
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Asians placed on calendar
Lunar New Year to become school holiday: de Blasio

Police arrest drifter 
in Forest Park slay

BY MADINA TOURE

After the decision to 
place two Muslim holidays 
on the school calendar  re-
newed the push for a Lunar 
New Year holiday, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and City 
Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña announced Lunar 
New Year would become 
an official school holiday 
starting next February.

Speaking before elected 
officials, community and 
business leaders and advo-
cates in the Asian commu-
nity in the atrium of PS 20 
at 142-30 Barclay Ave. Tues-
day morning, de Blasio said 
he is “very comfortable” 
with the decision and that 
the issue was implemen-
tation. “The problem was 
always how to do it right,” 
he said.

Some contended the may-
or wanted to beat the state 
Legislature to the punch, 
but de Blasio said that was 
not the case. “They were 
preparing to send a strong 
message in support,” he ex-
plained. “We were never in 
doubt of getting them to go 
along.”

De Blasio said the city 
has time to adjust the 
school calendar, given that 
the holiday will go into ef-
fect in February 2016.

Christine Colligan, co-
president of the Korean 
American Parents Associa-
tion of New York, praised 
the decision. 

“I’m very happy and I re-
ally welcome the wonderful 
gesture finally, our voice is 

heard,” Colligan said. 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-

Flushing) said that while 
growing up in Queens, 
she felt her ethnicity was 
ignored when it came to 
school holidays.

“It’s been a long road,” 
she said. “But we finally 
made it. At long last a 
school holiday for Lunar 
New Year will be a reality 
in New York City and I can-
not be more excited.”

In March, de Blasio an-
nounced official school 
holidays for Eid al-Fitr and 
Eid al-Adha, two Muslim 
holidays.

De Blasio said he be-
lieved the Eid holidays and 
Lunar New Year needed to 
be recognized, but he would 
not consider other holidays 
in the foreseeable future. 

In December, a law 
sponsored by state Assem-
blyman Ron Kim (D-Flush-
ing) and state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) was 
passed requiring school 
boards to consider closing 
schools on days with large 
student absenteeism due to 
religious or cultural obser-
vances such as Lunar New 
Year, Chinese New Year 
and Diwali. 

Meng, City Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing) and 
Kim said during the news 
conference that they tried 
to get the school holiday on 
the calendar under former 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
administration.

“Many thanks to Mayor 
de Blasio for making good 
on his promise to our com-
munity and to the countless 

community advocates and 
government officials for 
their steadfast support of 
this effort,” Koo said.

Kim said the move re-
iterates the importance of 
Asian culture and heritage. 
“It’s about the city of New 
York telling hundreds of 
thousands of Asian Ameri-
cans that their culture 
and heritage is part of the 
American fabric,” he said. 

Stavisky, also at the 
news conference, said the 
decision is in sync with the 
city’s legacy of cultural un-
derstanding. “On this his-
toric day, we can finally say 
that Asian-American chil-
dren can finally celebrate 
the upcoming Lunar New 
Year without worrying 
about the impact on their 
education,” Stavisky said. 

BY MADINA TOURE

A homeless man has 
been arrested in connec-
tion with the murder of a 
23-year-old man in Forest 
Park in Woodhaven earlier 
this month, the NYPD said. 

The suspect, identified 
as Zoltan Forai, 44, was 
arrested and charged with 
murder and criminal pos-
session of a weapon, ac-
cording to Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown. 

Police spotted Forai 10 
days after the crime oc-
curred, allegedly drinking 
beer on Woodhaven Bou-
levard and Myrtle Avenue 
in Glendale, less than a 
mile from the crime scene, 
Brown said. 

“The victim was brutal-
ly kicked and bashed in the 
head with a rock,” Brown 
said. “The defendant has 
shown a total disregard for 
life and if convicted should 

be locked behind bars to 
keep the public safe and to 
punish him for this sense-
less crime.” 

Sometime between June 
8 and June 9, Forai is said 
to have repeatedly kicked 
Diego Piedrahita, a Flush-
ing resident, about his head 
and body and then used a 
rock to strike him in the 
face and head multiple 
times, causing multiple 
skull fractures, according 
to the criminal complaint 
filed by Brown.

Piedrahita was found 
unconscious and unrespon-
sive with trauma to his 
head in the vicinity of Park 
Lane South and Woodhaven 
Boulevard at about 3:26 
p.m. June 10, police said. 
He was pronounced dead at 
the scene. 

Julie Bolcer, a spokes-
woman for the medical ex-
aminer’s office, ruled the 
manner of death a homicide 
and said the cause of death 
was blunt impacts to the 
head with skull fractures. 

On June 19 at about 4:02 
p.m., Forai was allegedly 
seen drinking a 24-ounce 
can of Keystone Ice beer 
on a public sidewalk, ac-
cording to the complaint. 
A marijuana cigarette was 
allegedly recovered from 
Forai’s right front pants 
pocket, it said.

He was charged with 
public consumption of al-
cohol and unlawful posses-
sion of marijuana, the com-
plaint said. 

Mayor de Blasio comes to Flushing with Schools Chancellor Carmen Farina (r) to announce that,  be-
ginning next year, Lunar New Year will be a “an official school holiday just like Christmas.”  

Photo by Michael Shain 

A homeless man has been ar-
rested and charged in connec-
tion with the murder of a man 
in Forest Park in Woodhaven.  

Photo courtesy of the NYPD
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Some equate the re-
wards of simply sitting 
around a built-in outdoor 
pool on a summer night to 
actually taking the plunge. 
The shimmering underwa-
ter lights dancing off back-
yard trees, the low sounds 
of summer tunes echoing 
off the back of the house, 
and the light conversation 
or just the peace and soli-
tude of the experience can 
add up to much treasured 
summer magic. The beauty 
of a poolside area is height-
ened by the paved surfaces, 
which when completed us-
ing modern concrete paver 
materials, will create a 
footprint that combines 
both form and function.

Beginning with the 
aesthetics, leading-edge 
manufacturers of concrete 
pavers and wallstones 
offer a plethora of styles 
and colors that will delight 
every taste from tradi-

tional to contemporary 
and extend to pool coping, 
steps into the water and 
even a casual seating wall 
or bistro-style tables. The 
pavers can be installed in 
definitive patterns or free-
style random placements. 
Border, banding and circle 
treatments in addition 
to pattern treatments, 
can delineate areas, add 
whimsical or chic accents, 
or merely complement the 
pooldeck design and/or 
accentuate the shape of the 
pool. An adjoining raised 
spa can be integrated along 
with a single or multiple 
waterfalls. Styles, textures 
and colors of the pavers 
and wall units can be 
mixed or matched to suit 
your design objectives. 

For those who appreci-
ate a waterside ambience 
but opt not to have a pool, 
many of the aforemen-
tioned hardscape materi-
als can be used to build a 
reflection pond. You may 

want to also consider this 
feature if your backyard 
is not large enough for a 
swimming pool. Manufac-
turers such as Cambridge 
also offer freestanding, 
pondless, lighted water-
falls made of durable 
wallstones that are sold in 
pre-packaged building kits 
compete with pump, filter 
mat, large basin and hard-
ware along with assembly 
and operating instruc-
tions. 

The next level in 
achieving an ideal poolside 
retreat is to install a fire 
pit in close proximity. 
Cambridge shows various 
designs of these and other 
fire-features including a 
fireplace that combines 
a wood-burning fire with 
a waterfall/firewood box 
option, in the company’s 
recently updated, 108-page 
Outdoor Living Guide. 

The value-added bene-

fits of using manufactured 
hardscape products lie 
in their inherent quali-
ties ranging from little or 
no maintenance require-
ments, easy access to un-
derground utilities around 
the pool (concrete pavers 
are set in sand without 
mortar); and a cohesive 
product line (wallstones, 
cast stone stair treads and 
outdoor lifestyle com-
ponents). For example, 
Cambridge Bullnose is 
specifically designed for 
pool coping and steps and 
Cambridge Pavingstones 
with ArmorTec® have a 
slip-resistant surface. It is 
reassuring to know that 
ArmorTec® colors are 
made to last. All Cam-
bridge products can be 
coordinated by their color, 
style and texture proper-
ties, which affords a one-
stop shopping advantage 
over using a conglomera-

tion of other materials and 
products from numerous, 
un-related sources.

Choosing the best brand 
for your money is also im-
portant. Brands like Cam-
bridge have national rec-
ognition, earn consistently 
positive reviews on social 
media and are trusted by 
professional contractors 
who are trained and certi-
fied by Cambridge. 

Please go to the com-
pany’s website –  
cambridgepavers.com.

About the writer: 
Charles H. Gamarekian is 
the Chairman/CEO of Cam-
bridge Pavers Inc. He is one 

of the founders and a cur-
rent board member of the 
Interlocking Pavement In-
stitute. Organized in 1993, 
ICPI is the North American 
trade association repre-
senting the interlocking 
concrete paver industry and 
considered by peer associa-
tions around the world as 
the leader in development 
and dissemination of tech-
nical information for design 
professionals and contrac-
tors. Mr. Gamarekian is 
recognized worldwide as 
an expert in his field and 
is a frequent speaker on 
the proper installation of 
pavingstones, wallstones 
and many outdoor living 
products.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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last stop is being moved to 
Palmetto Street on the far 
side of Wyckoff Avenue and 
the The proposed changes 
would have the Q58 turn 
right onto Ridgewood 
Place, then right again on 
Palmetto Street, while the 
B26 would turn left onto 

Putnam Avenue, right onto 
Ridgewood Place and right 
onto Palmetto Street. 

There have been fatali-
ties on both bus lines over 
the last several years. A 
Q58 bus struck and killed 
a man in 2014 while the 
driver was making a right 
turn from Wyckoff Avenue 
onto Palmetto Street, ac-
cording to police. In 2013, 
a B26 driver made a right 
turn onto Palmetto Street 

and killed 23-year-old Ella 
Bandes. 

The DOT refused to 
comment on why it took a 
couple of years to respond 
to these deaths with altered 
routes. 

Reach reporter Eric 
Jankiewicz by e-mail at 
ejankiewicz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

property was taken by the 
city, according to the city 
Economic Development 
Corporation, as part of deal 
negotiated with the city to 
move to a new location in 
the Bronx. 

Now, on a Tuesday af-
ternoon, with the tempera-
tures boiling into the 90s, 
Molina was giving up. The 
area, which has been com-
pletely neglected by the city 
over many years, was now 
a ghost town even though 
some shop owners still were 
serving customers. But the 
city is moving ahead on a 
multibillion-dollar plan to 
turn the area into a com-
mercial and residential de-
velopment.

The city technically 
evicted all members of the 
Sunrise Coop, according to 
the EDC, and the property 
was taken by the city June 
5. The EDC said it received 
written certification from 
the coop that all tenants in 
the coop have vacated. But 
Molina, who has two kids 
in college, and others con-
tinue to work on customers’, 
incurring tickets everyday 
for commercial operaitons 
on a public street and for 
violating the agreement.

“Everyone will lose 
their job,” he said through 
a translator as he tried to 
pull the shutter down on 
his shop. “I now have noth-
ing to do. The city did a bad 
thing over here.”

A group of auto-shop 
owners in Willets Point led 
an unsuccessful hunger 
strike protesting the evic-
tion. 

The strike ended on 

June 5, just four days after 
almost a dozen auto shop 
owners swore off food. The 
strike was led by the coop’s 
president Marco Neira. 
Since then, Molina and 
others in the area are be-
ing barraged with tickets 
for working on cars on the 
street that they cannot pay 
for as the city increases 
pressure for the mechanics 
to leave the area. 

In March, the city gave 
the group about $5.8 mil-
lion to relocate their opera-
tions from Willets Point to 
the Hunts Point Section in 
the Bronx. 

But according to Neira, 
the 17-auto repair shops 
were supposed to have been 
fully constructed in Hunts 
Point by July 1, but  so far 
nothing has been built. 
According to the city De-
partment of Buildings, con-
struction has not  started 
because the Sunrise Coop 
has not filled out the nec-
essary paperwork to get 
things moving.

Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. at a 
meeting of editors for Com-
munity News Group, par-
ent of the TimesLedger, 
said the Bronx could not 
proceed with the Hunts 
Point project until Queens 
completed the certificate of 
occupancy application and 
other requirements. 

But none of this really 
matters – or makes any 
sense – for the dozens of 
auto shop owners who were 
forced to close down their 
businesses June 5. Molina, 
like most of the people who 
work in Willets point, does 
not speak English.  

The agreement specified 
that the EDC would pay $4.8 
million and the Queens De-

velopment Group, the site 
developers, would provide 
$960,000. The Sunrise Co-
op was expected to contrib-
ute $143,000 and the group 
would have to leave the site 
by June 1.

“The group got a raw 
deal,” Diaz said. “The city 
should have given them 
more resources—sizable 
subsidies.” 

Now members of the 
Sunrise Coop will move 
to Hunts Point early next 
year,  according to Neira  
but for the time being, the 
mechanics have nowhere 
to go nor do they have any 
place to store their hefty 
equipment. 

The $3 billion Willets 
Point Development Plan, 
which increased from 62 
acres to 108.9 acres, in-
cludes a megamall that 
would be built on parkland, 
a hotel, mixed-income hous-
ing, community facilities 
and a convention center.

The current plan is cen-
tered on the first phase of 
Willets Point, which covers 
23 acres of the 62-acre site. 
The remaining 39 acres 
will be addressed in the fu-
ture.

“Tickets. Tickets. Tick-
ets. We’re getting tickets 
for working in the street 
and keeping the cars on the 
street,” said Gustavo Peral-
ta, a mechanic working in 
the area for a decade. 

Speaking in Spanish, he 
continued, “Everything is 
going in the trash because 
we can’t keep it, including 
parts of cars.” 

 
Reach reporter Eric 

Jankiewicz by e-mail at 
ejankiewicz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Bus

Continued from Page 1 

Willets Pt.
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priorities.”
The residential boom, 

which has added more than 
8,600 units since 2006, is 
just getting started with 
another 22,500 more in the 
planning or construction 
phase. There are 26 hotels 
with nearly 2,500 rooms, 
with 26 more on the way, 
Lusskin said.

“I feel the envy from oth-
er Council members who 
see the growth of LIC from 
Manhattan,” City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “It’s ex-
citing but we have to meet 
the challenges.”

One keynote panelist, 
Kathryn Wylde of Partner-
ship for NYC, likened the 
growth of LIC to a “speed-
ing train” while Seth Pin-
sky, former head of the NYC 
Economic Development 
Corporation, warned of an 
affordability crisis. “LIC is 
suffering some side effects 
of the race to develop,” he 
said. 

“We should be creating 
space for commercial busi-

nesses that pay a living 
wage,” Pinsky said. “Right 
now there’s no space for the 
innovation economy.” 

Others warned of the 
de Blasio administration’s 
push for greater density and 
more affordable housing 
in Long Island City. “Ev-
erybody understands the 
opportunity to put density 
where you have transit,” 
said John Young, director 
of the Queens Borough Of-
fice of the Department of 
City Planning.

But could transit keep 
pace with the growth? That 
was the topic of a panel dis-
cussion on transportation 
that drew a standing room 
only crowd.

Dani Simons of Moti-
vate, the company that 
operates the largest bike 
share company in the 
United States, reported Citi 
Bike would roll out in Long 
Island City this year. Ryan 
Russo, deputy commis-
sioner of the Department 
of Transportation, said his 
agency is ready to “meet 
the demand for pedestrian 
friendly streets” and a cy-
clist network connecting to 
the coming ferry system.

Sam Schwartz, president 
and CEO of Sam Schwartz 
Engineering, a firm that 
specializes in transporta-
tion planning, spoke in 
favor of Move NYC’s pro-
posed toll on the Queenboro 
Bridge. 

“All the traffic leaves 
the LIE on to Van Dam 
Street snaking through 
our neighborhoods to get 
to the free bridge,” he said. 
“No neighborhood benefits 
more from Move NYC’s 
plan than LIC.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) liked 
parts of the plan but warned 
that it could add riders to 
mass transit, a system that 
is greatly stressed. “The 
real problem isn’t here and 
that’s the MTA and their 
7 train,” he said. “What 
Hunters Point is dealing 
with is unbearable and here 
they’ll have 10,000 more rid-
ers in the coming years.” 
The MTA declined an invi-
tation to participate in the 
summit. 

“We haven’t touched 
on potential development 
in Sunnyside Yards and 
the development in Flush-
ing,” Gianaris said. 

An interfaith prayer 
vigil and lighting ceremo-
ny honored victims of the 
massacre as well as other 
gun violence victims. The 
front exterior of the mu-
seum in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park was lit 
orange, the official color of 
Gun Violence Awareness 
Month. The orange lights 
have been on every night 
since and that will contin-
ue until June 30.

Public Advocate Letitia 
James and Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown 
were at the ceremony, 
as was Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
who called the massacre a 
“senseless act of violence” 
and said it was clearly an 
act of racism.

Referring to the motto 
of the 1964/1965 World’s 
Fair, “Peace Through 
Understand ing,” Katz 
urged everyone to speak 
out and fight against gun 
violence.

“We want to make sure 
that we are heard loud and 

clear that gun violence 
will not be tolerated,” she 
said.

In 2013, both houses of 
the state Legislature unan-
imously passed a resolu-
tion proclaiming June as 
Gun Violence Awareness 
Month to raise awareness 
in the state and promote 
bipartisan efforts to ad-
dress the issue.

Erica Ford, founder 
and CEO of LIFE Camp 
Inc. in Jamaica, sporting 
a shirt with the organiza-
tion’s motto, “Peace Is A 
Lifestyle,” noted that last 
year during Memorial Day 
weekend there were two 
shootings and four people 
shot in the 103rd and 113th 
precinct areas, which cov-
ers southeast Queens.

This year the area had 
no shootings during that 
time period, which she 
said was tied to people 
stepping up to combat gun 
violence.

“Things like that hap-
pen because people come 
together and they commit 
to a lifestyle,” Ford said. 
“People come together and 
commit to a vision. People 
come together and are self-

lessly giving of themselves 
to do more than just think 
about themselves.”

Encouraging attend-
ees to repeat his chant, 
“Enough is enough!,” Rev. 
Dr. Alfonso Wyatt of the 
Greater Allen AME Cathe-
dral in Jamaica said peo-
ple have to come together 
to combat the violence.

“We’ve been moving 
but we need movement, 
a movement against vio-
lence,” Wyatt said.  

Pastor Richard Hogan 
of Divine Deliverance 
Ministry in Jamaica, fa-
ther of gun violence victim 
Laseam Hogan, 27, who 
was shot and killed in the 
Pomonok Houses in 2010, , 
led a prayer.

“Thank you, God,” Ho-
gan said at the vigil. “In 
the midst of chaos, you are 
bringing order.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 
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