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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Surrounded by fam-
ily and friends who filled the 
courtroom, former south-
east Queens state Sen. Mal-
colm Smith sat with his head 
bowed Thursday as a federal 
judge sentenced him to seven 
years in prison and two years 
of parole on bribery and fraud 
charges.

An hour later, former 
Queens Republican Party 
Vice Chairman Vincent Tab-
one glanced at his family be-

fore being sentenced to 3 1/2 
years in prison and one year 
of parole for bribery, fraud 
and witness tampering in fed-
eral court in White Plains.

U.S. District Judge Ken-
neth Karas, who presided 
over the political corruption 
trial that rocked Queens, 
handed down the sentence to 
the grim-faced Smith and a 
weeping Tabone. Smith, 58, 
had been facing a maximum 
sentence of 45 years and Ta-
bone, 48, was facing a maxi-
mum sentence of 25 years 

in prison. City Councilman 
Dan Halloran from northeast 
Queens was tried separately 
on the bribery charges and 
began serving a 10-year sen-
tence June 8.

The case revolved around 
an attempt to get Smith, a 
former Democratic majority 
leader in Albany, a spot on the 
Republican line in the Novem-
ber 2013 mayoral race.

Smith and Tabone were 
convicted after a four-week 
jury trial in February. 

Smith’s attorney, Gerald 

Shargel said letters showed 
Smith’s “selfless, good deeds” 
and he asked the court to 
show leniency during Smith’s 
sentencing.

The prosecution reminded 
the court that although Smith 
did not take any cash bribes, 
he still attempted to corrupt 
the democratic process.

 “He was a phenomenal 
politician, but he was phenom-
enally corrupt,” one of the six 
prosecutors in the courtroom 
said. “He was one of the three 

BY BILL PARRY

The city Department of 
Transportation has begun 
construction on a redesign of 
21st Street, a dangerous 2-mile 
long stretch of roadway in 
Astoria that often resembles 
a speedway. There have been 
five fatalities and 19 pedestri-
ans injured along the street 
between 2009 and 2013, ac-
cording to DOT Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg, who joined 
elected officials and commu-
nity leaders at the spot last 
Friday.

“We launched Mayor de 
Blasio’s Vision Zero initia-
tive in Queens over a year 
ago,” Trottenberg said. “And 
every day we see the differ-
ence these safety projects have 
made throughout the world’s 
borough, from 21st Street to 
Queens Boulevard and be-
yond.”

The corridor safety im-
provements for 21st Street be-
tween Hoyt Avenue South and 
Queens Plaza were approved 
by Community Board 1 in 
March. The DOT has already 
installed Leading Pedestrian 
Intervals at ten intersections, 
giving those trying to cross 
the 60-foot roadway an extra 
seven seconds. The intervals 
provide pedestrian-only walk 
time before vehicles receive a 
green light.

“It’s an amazing step for-
ward. Getting milk should 
not be a dangerous endeav-

Continued on Page 40
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Former Democratic Sen. Malcolm Smith leaves federal court in White Plains after he was sentenced to seven years in prison for a bribery 
scheme.  AP Photos/Seth Wenig

Ex-Sen. Smith gets 7 years 
Former Queens GOP leader receives 42 months in same political bribery case

DOT begins
needed work
on 21st Street

WiFi hotspot........................2
Sandy bill relief...................4
Queens Pride.......................5
Greeks worried....................7



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 3–9, 20152    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

TIMESLEDGER is published weekly by News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc., 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY. 11361, (718) 229-0300. The entire contents of this publication are copyright 2015. All rights reserved. The 
newspaper will not be liable for errors appearing in any advertising beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. Periodicals postage paid at Flushing, N.Y.. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the TimesLedger C/O 
News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc. 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, N.Y. 11361.

Police Blotter................................................10
Editorials and Letters............................12-13
Rhymes with Crazy.....................................14
Political Action............................................14
New Voices.....................................................15

Borough Beat..............................................28
QGuide......................................................31-38
Business........................................................39
Sports.......................................................41-45
Classifieds...............................................46-51

 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4521 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  Advertising: (718) 224-5821 —   Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 Editorial (718) 224-2934
 E-MAIL:   Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4521   

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2015 Queens Publishing Corp. 

 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4521 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  Advertising: (718) 224-5821 —   Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 Editorial (718) 224-2934
 E-MAIL:   Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4521   

BY BILL PARRY

The couple behind the 
Queens World Film Festival 
have started their fifth an-
nual outdoor screenings in 
Jackson Heights and expand-
ed for the first time to Long 
Island City. 

Katha and Don Cato are 
presenting a full slate of 
FLIC NIC, free events in 
Travers Park (also known 
as 78th Street Plaza), Diver-
sity Plaza and Hunters Point 
South Park on various dates 
throughout the summer.

“Both Don and myself 
grew up in small towns where 
everyone would get together 
and socialize,” Katha Cato 
said. “We figured if we did 
screenings, we could bring 
the neighborhood together 
and folks who couldn’t come 
to the Queens World Festival 
would have a chance to see 
what they missed.”

The Catos will collaborate 
with the Jackson Heights 
Green Alliance to bring in-
novative and provocative 
international animated, 
documentary and narrative 
independent films to Travers 
Park on July 25 and Aug. 8. 
Cato says that Indie films 
take on challenging themes 
and may not be suitable for 

children under 13.
“And we’re bringing Bol-

lywood to Diversity Plaza,” 
Cato said. On Aug. 13 and 
Aug. 27  they will show inter-
national films that include 
Bengalese animation, Asian 
documentaries, Spanish love 
stories, and the quirky In-
dian musicals on the Plaza 
at 74th Street and Roosevelt 
Avenue.

“This year the Jackson 
Heights Beautification Group 
and the Jackson Heights 
Green Alliance are sponsor-
ing us so we’ll have a 4,000 
lumen projector and a sound 
system,” Cato said. “Gone are 
the days where we make an 
intern climb a fence  and rig 
a screen, Even though you’re 
sitting outside, the films will 
be seen properly as the direc-
tors intended. We’re beyond 
thrilled.”

The Catos will bring short 
films and bumpers to Hunt-
ers Point South Park as part 
of Skyline Cinema, the Hunt-
ers Point Parks Conservan-
cy’s outdoor film series. The 
shorts will be followed by fea-
ture films such as “Breakfast 
at Tiffany’s” on July 23, E.T. 
on Aug. 7 and “When Harry 
Met Sally” on Aug. 20.

“We’re always happy to 
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BY BILL PARRY

Corona Plaza is set to be the 
first public plaza in the bor-
ough to have free WiFi and cell 
phone charging stations, mak-
ing it a “hotspot” of connectiv-
ity. Corona Plaza, located in 
the heart of the neighborhood 
at 103rd Street and Roosevelt 
Avenue, currently hosts mo-
bile libraries, cultural per-
formances, a farmers market, 
and a variety of programming 
for all ages.

“In just three short years, 
we’ve transformed Corona Pla-
za from an eyesore to a boom-
ing community space deserv-
ing of all the amenities,” City 
Councilwoman Julissa Ferre-
ras (D-East Elmhurst) said. “I 
am thrilled to add these free 
services that will increase In-
ternet access and eliminate the 
digital divide for thousands of 
people in this neighborhood.”

The plaza is surrounded 
by small businesses and it 
is an access point for a No. 7 
subway station with an aver-
age of 20,000 daily riders. The 

services are expected to reach 
hundreds of residents and visi-
tors every day.

The WiFi service contrac-
tor is Sky-Pockets, a provider 
of high-speed services in near-
ly 30 neighborhoods through-
out the city. Corona Plaza’s 
service will accommodate 
several hundred users at any 
given time. AT&T has donat-
ed two solar-powered mobile 
charging stations to the plaza 
for the summer.

Each unit can charge up 
to six phones, tablets or other 
wireless devices at the same 
time. Plaza users will be able 
to charge their devices while 
using the free WiFi.

“This WiFi installation is 
another step in Corona Plaza’s 
transformation from an un-
derutilized space into a flour-
ishing social and economic 
hub,” Queens Economic Devel-
opment Corporation Deputy 
Director Ricardi Calixte said. 
“The tech upgrade will encour-
age people to spend more time 
in the area and shop at local 
stores.”

Laura Hansen, the manag-
ing director of Neighborhood 
Plaza Partnership, a program 
of the Horticultural Society, 
said, “In many parts of the 
city, free WiFi and charging 
stations are now expected 
amenities, while in high-need 
areas they’re a luxury. Bring-
ing this service to Corona 
Plaza is one of several ways 
in which we work to ensure 
that clean, beautiful, vibrant 
public spaces flourish in every 
kind of community.”

The Queens Museum and 
the city Department of Trans-
portation are also involved in 
bringing the free service to 
the public plaza.

“We now have seven pedes-
trian plazas in the borough 
of Queens that help bring 
neighborhoods together,” DOT 
Queens Borough Commission-
er Nicole Garcia said. “The 
new tech amenities at Corona 
Plaza are another milestone in 
the transformation of this for-
mer street space into an even 
more inviting destination for 
residents and visitors alike.”

Continued on Page 40

Don and Katha Cato are showing short films from the Queens World 
Film Festival at several outdoor screenings throughout the summer. 

Photo courtesy Katha Cato

Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras announces Corona Plaza will be the first pedestrian plaza in the borough with 
free WiFi service. Photo courtesy Julissa Ferreras

5th outdoor fi lm fest
adds more screenings

WiFi for Corona Plaza
First public space in boro gets free service, chargers
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Woodhaven’s library salut-
ed the youngsters who gradu-
ated from its first pre-K class  
last week. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s push 
for universal pre-K met sig-
nificant boundaries last year 
when demand outstripped the 
number of seats. And while 
this was a problem through-
out the city, it was most pro-
nounced in central and west-
ern Queens, according to de 
Blasio. 

Queens Library started a 
pre-K program in response to 
high demand for seats and the 
library’s first class of 18 tykes 
graduated June 25. Other li-
brary branches in the borough 
are set to hold their own classes 
in the upcoming school years. 

“Queens Library’s pre-
kindergarten is a natural 
extension of our mission to 
provide impactful, lifelong 
learning resources,” said 
Bridget Quinn-Carey, interim 
president and CEO of Queens 

Library.  “We are looking for-
ward to expanding Queens 
Library’s pre-kindergarten 
to Ravenswood for the next 
school year. Education and li-
braries go together.”

The Ravenswood library 
branch in the NYCHA com-
plex needed $572,000 to make 
the necessary changes to hold 
pre-K classes. And Borough 
President Melinda Katz allo-
cated $250,000 to the project in 
2014. But the Ravenswood li-
brary did not hold a 2015 class 
as originally planned. Ac-
cording to Quinn-Carey, the 
library will welcome its first 
class in the fall. 

“Addressing the pre-K seat 
shortage for the upcoming 
school year has been a prior-
ity, especially in Districts 30 
and 24,” Katz said.

According to the Queens 
Library, the pre-K program is 
the first of its kind in the na-
tion. 

The new class is a welcome 
relief for a school district, 
24,  that had the highest un-

matched rating in New York 
City last year. Only 30 percent 
of 4-year-olds in parts of west-
ern and central Queens got 
into the pre-K of their choice, 
according to the city Depart-

ment of Education. In particu-
lar, School District 24 had the 
highest number of toddlers 
who could not be put in a near-
by pre-K program. District 24 
covers Ridgewood, Glendale 

and Maspeth, among other 
neighborhoods. And while 
Woodhaven is not in the school 
district, it is close enough to 
relieve some of the demand. 

Since then the city has 
pushed to create more seats 
and this year out of the 20,511 
pre-K applicants from Queens, 
the mayor’s office said 16,359 
would be offered seats from 
one of the top three choices 
they listed on their applica-
tions.

“The Queens Library has 
taken one of the more cre-
ative initiatives we’ve seen to 
launch pre-K programs at our 
beloved libraries throughout 
the borough,” Katz said. “Our 
libraries are treasured, safe 
community hubs for enrich-
ment and lifelong learning, 
and starting the educational 
pathway from pre-K here is a 
natural fit.”

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Bridget Quinn-Carey, interim president and CEO of Queens Library, at-
tends the first pre-K graduation. Photo courtesy of Queens Library

Woodhaven celebrates its pre-K graduation
Queens Library steps up to meet increased demand for seats with program expansion 
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The City Council has ap-
proved the city Department of 
Environmental Protection’s 
application to construct its 
second of three water aeration 
facilities on Newtown Creek.

But upon the recommen-
dation of the Subcommittee 
on Landmarks, Public Siting 
and Maritime Uses, and after 
a push from Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz and other 
city leaders, the agency will 
be required to give the com-
munity an option to create an 
open public space or athletic 
field on the property, adjacent 
to the proposed pump facility 
on 47th Street.

The aeration facility, which 
would pump an additional 8,100 
standard cubic feet of forced 
air into the creek, would be 
the largest such facility on the 
creek. The aeration facilities 
were mandated under a 2004 
consent order from the state 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation in an attempt to 
make the gridlocked waterway 
habitable to marine life by in-
fusing oxygen.

But when the plan went be-
fore Community Board 5 and 
again before the borough pres-
ident, DEP officials said they 
set aside a $14.5-million capi-
tal budget to remediate the 1.6-
acre site of any contamination 

and turn less of the land into 
a green space that would be 
blocked off from public use.

Because there is little pub-
lic access to the creek, the com-
munity board wanted to see 
DEP work with athletic groups 
to make the space available as 
a practice field. The effort was 
taken up by Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village), to make public access 
a condition in the land-use 
agreement for the facility, and 
ultimately succeeded when 
the Council included it in its 
nearly unanimous decision to 

approve the facility at a hear-
ing last Friday.

“In Maspeth, there is a 
high volume of trucks travel-
ing through the streets. It also 
has fewer city parks. This lack 
of green space plus its prox-
imity to the (Long Island Ex-
pressway) both lead to a high-
er rate of obesity and asthma 
compared to neighboring com-
munities,” Crowley said in a 
statement. “Maspeth residents 
are disadvantaged in that they 
lack access to sufficient open 
green space. We can promote 

BY BILL PARRY

In an effort to soften oppo-
sition by members of  Commu-
nity Board 4 to a DOT redesign 
plan for 111th Street, in Coro-
na, City Councilwoman Julis-
sa Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
hosted a town hall meeting at 
the New York Hall of Science 
Tuesday. 

After three Department of 
Transportation presentations 
and nearly a dozen workshops, 
some CB 4 members have com-
plained that they have not had 
enough input, among other is-
sues.

“Some people were con-
cerned that there weren’t 
enough meetings,” Ferreras 
told the crowd of nearly 70. “I 
just think the best thing for 
our community is a safer 111th 

Street. I had an aunt who was 
struck by a car as she crossed 
111th Street when I was 8, her 
leg was broken in three parts. 

I just want to make sure that 
never happens to families in 
this neighborhood.”

The DOT calls the street 
that runs along Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park a “pri-
ority corridor” because of the 
number of crashes that have 
occurred there. Its five lanes 
of traffic create a crossing 
distance of 94 feet with great 
spans between marked pedes-
trian crossings. Residents can 
walk a quarter of a mile before 
finding a crosswalk.

“The design of this road-
way is dangerous,” DOT Proj-
ect Manager Nick Carey said. 
“Because of its design it acts 
as a barrier for the park rather 
than a gateway.”

DOT is proposing a “road 
diet” that will shrink the road-

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Two state legislative bills 
related to Hurricane Sandy 
recovery funds, sponsored by 
Queens elected officials, should 
help New Yorkers across the 
state who were devastated by 
the 2012 superstorm. 

State Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Rockaway 
Park) sponsored legislation 
to establish claim investiga-
tion settlement standards 
to ensure timely payment of 
funds in the event of another 
disaster.

“Families in southern 
Queens and Rockaway dili-
gently paid their insurance 
premiums with the idea that 
they would quickly be reim-
bursed in the event of a di-
saster,” Goldfeder said. “This 
legislation would help fami-
lies get back on their feet, 
recover their losses and get 
home sooner.”

In response to the insur-
ance payments delays, which 
can also hold up FEMA assis-
tance, the bill would require 
insurers to respond to a 
claim arising from a disaster 
or emergency in accordance 
with regulations established 
by the state Department of Fi-
nancial Services. Secondly, it 
would mandate insurers to 
accept or reject a claim with-
in 15 business days of closing 
the investigation, and pay 
a claim within three busi-
ness days of the claim being 
settled. In addition, insurers 
would have to allow claim-
ants to make certain repairs 

necessary to protect health 
and safety and to accept an 
alternative proof of damage.

The second bill, co-spon-
sored by state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach), 
provides more oversight and 
information to the public on 
the way Hurricane Sandy re-
covery funds are spent by the 
state. 

“Given the sobering re-
cent news that New York City 
has spent only 16 percent of 
the Hurricane Sandy-related 
funding it has received so far, 
I think we can all agree that 
greater transparency and ac-
countability in the use of all 
Sandy funding is warranted,” 
Addabbo said. 

Under the bill, the state 
Division of the Budget office 
would be required to main-
tain and update a portion 
of its website to detail how 
Hurricane Sandy monies are 
being spent. The DOB would 
also prepare a quarterly 
report detailing the total 
amount of recovery monies 
received by the state, how 
and where it was distributed, 
the recipients, the number of 
related jobs created, whether 
the funding achieved its pur-
pose, and other specifics.

The bill has been approved 
by the state Senate and the 
Assembly and will ultimately 
be sent to Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo for final action.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

CB4 members break into work 
groups and review DOT plans 
for the proposed redesign of 
111th Street in Corona. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Two bills from Queens elected officials will help expediate and track 
post-Sandy funding for homeowners that were affected by the 2012 
superstorm.  Photo by Christina Santucci

The DEP aeration facility adjoined to the Metropolitan Avenue bridge in 
Brooklyn was the first of three proposed sites to aerate the Newtown 
Creek. Photo by Michael Shain 

Sandy-related bills  
will speed up funds

Corona divided over DOT plan

Creek pump approved
DEP agrees to allow for public green space in Maspeth

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40
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BY BILL PARRY

A Department of Transportation 
press event on the long-awaited re-
design of 21st Street in Astoria was 
delayed by history Friday morning. 
City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) was on the phone tell-
ing his husband, Dan Hendrick, that 
the U.S. Supreme Court had just ruled 
5-4 in favor of same-sex marriage na-
tionwide,

When he was finished, the only 
openly gay member of the City Council 
who is married, joined City Council-
man Costa Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
and DOT Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg to begin the proceedings.  But 
Trottenberg instead asked Van Bramer 
to speak of the high court’s landmark 
decision.

“It’s a big deal for all of us, for every 
person in this country,” Van Bramer 
said, fighting back tears. “This is an 
amazing moment for our nation, for 
our families. Some of us never thought 
this would ever happen in our lifetime 
and it is so amazing to know that not 
only here in New York City, that the 
gay and lesbian people are 100 percent 
fully equal in this country and that 
our relationships and our marriages 
are fully equal and fully deserving of 
every protection.”

City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), another openly 
gay man on the City Coun-
cil, called the decision 
that will make same-sex 
marriage legal in all 50 states the cul-
mination of a struggle that began four 
decades ago.

“This is a resounding victory for 
our country as it moves one step closer 
to realizing its founding principle of 
equality.” he said. “Marriage is finally 

equal. No longer will there 
be gay marriage or het-
erosexual marriage - just 
marriage. As someone who 
has been in the gay rights 
movement for over 40 years, 

it is difficult to express my sentiments. 
I never thought I would live to see this 
day. God bless America.”

Dromm will join LGBTQ activists to 
celebrate the high court’s decision Sat-
urday at 10 a.m. in front of the Jackson 
Heights Post Office at 78-02 37th Ave.

Meanwhile, rainbow flags hung 
from City Hall where Bill de Blasio of-
ficiated at two same-sex weddings on 
the steps. The celebration then moved 
to the Stonewall Inn, the Greenwich 
Village bar where a police raid sparked 
the modern gay rights movement.

“America will never forget this day, 
and neither will people all across the 
world who know the meaning of love 
and compassion,” de Blasio said. “June 
26, 2015, will forever be memorialized 
as a pivotal moment of the history of 
our nation - the day the Supreme Court 
affirmed our core values of love, equal-
ity, and justice, rejected ignorance and 
malice, and appealed to the humanity 
in us all.”

Back in Queens, the reaction on 
the street was mostly positive. How-
ever, there was disagreement between 
a mother and daughter on Bell Boule-
vard in Bayside. 

“I think it’s disgusting,” Olga 
said. “They should live separate.” Her 
daughter Vicky DelRossi countered, 
saying, “There’s a separation between 
church and state and anyone against it, 
it’s because of religious purposes.”

Fresh Meadows resident Howard 
Rothman said, “I feel if you love some-
body, it shouldn’t make a difference. 
That’s what life’s all about - having a 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The morning after the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled that 
same-sex marriages were 
a constitutional right, City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) set up a 
small celebration with rain-
bow-sprinkled cupcakes Sat-
urday outside of the Jackson 
Heights post office on 37th 
Avenue. 

The ruling was a major vic-
tory in the gay rights move-
ment across the nation and an 
important victory for the bor-
ough leaders and community 
activists. 

“To have this celebration 
in Jackson Heights is impor-
tant. They say that over 167 
languages are spoken in Jack-
son Heights and, in fact, many 
LGBT immigrants come to 
this neighborhood seeking 

asylum from the discrimina-
tion, from the prejudice and 
the fear of being killed in their 
own countries,” Dromm said. 

Dromm, a former public 
school teacher, came out as a 
gay man while teaching in a 
Sunnyside elementary school. 
He stood on the front lines of 
the gay rights movement more 

than 20 years ago in Queens 
after a gay man was murdered 
in Jackson Heights in a hate 
crime. He also started the 
second-largest LGBT parade, 
the Queens Pride Parade, in 
the city. 

“So when I started in 1992, 
there were very few gay rights 
groups here—we had the mur-
der of Julio Rivera here and 
Edgar Garzon on the other 
side. These were terrible hate 
crimes,” he said, referrng to 
(brief summary of both Rivera 
and Garzon killings here. 

Dromm, who arranged the 
candlight vigil for Rivera this 
week, said, “when he was mur-
dered, elected officials in this 
borough would not even stand 
with us - not even have their 
picture taken with us. That 
was only 25 years ago. We had 
to organize and force elected 

Longtime Irish activist Brendan 
Fay (r.) and his husband Tim 
Moulton (l.) kissed during a cele-
bration in Jackson Heights.  

Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Mayor Bill de Blasio speaks before officiating the weddings of three same-sex couples at 
City Hall to celebrate the Supreme Court’s ruling that now allows same-sex marriage in all 
50 states, AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews

Same-sex marriage now law of land
Gay Queens councilmen applaud Supreme Court for resounding victory that lifts stigma

Jackson Heights celebrates 
the historic LGBT triumph 

Rivera remembered 
25 yrs. after murder

BY BILL PARRY

Over 70 Jackson Heights 
residents joined LGBTQ ac-
tivists and City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) for a candlelight vig-
il Wednesday to mark the 25th 
anniversary of Julio Rivera’s 
brutal anti-gay murder. The 
solemn crowd, that included 
Rivera’s brother and sister, 
gathered at the southwest 
corner of 78th Street and 37th 
Avenue that bears Rivera’s 
name.

The 29-year-old bartender 
was heading home from work 
in the early morning hours 
when he was set upon by a 
three-man “hunting party” 
from a skinhead gang. Two of 
them, Erik Brown and Esat 
Bici, lured Rivera into the 
schoolyard of PS 69, where 
they beat him with a hammer 
and beer bottle.

The third man, Daniel 
Doyle, joined in stabbing Ri-
vera and causing his death, 
according to the city medical 
examiner. Following police 
and media inaction, the gay 
and lesbian community in 
Jackson Heights organized 
rallies against hate crimes 
and held vigils for Rivera.

 During the next three 
years, LGBTQ organizations 
were formed and grew more 
vocal as the NYPD “looked 
the other way.” 

“The police were not do-
ing a proper investigation 
which was the norm back 
then. They  called it a drug 
deal gone bad,” filmmaker 
Richard Shpuntoff , who has 
been working on a documen-
tary on the subject for eight 
years, said. “The murder of 
Julio Rivera was, unfortu-
nately, not the first gay bash-

Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 30Continued on Page 30
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BY BILL PARRY

The Ravenswood Houses in 
Astoria figured prominently 
in a scathing report by the city 
comptroller’s office in an audit 
released last week. It showed 
the New York City Housing 
Authority keeps apartments 
off the rent rolls for an aver-
age of seven years while doing 
major repairs costing the city 
more than $8 million in lost 
rent.

The audit found five Raven-
swood apartments have been 
vacant for more than seven 
years, removed from the rent 
rolls for renovations, roof re-
pairs and major moderniza-
tions. An additional 49 apart-
ments at Ravenswood were 
removed from the rent rolls 
for elevator rehabilitation and 
one apartment was found va-
cant 400 days after an elevator 
was returned to service.

“We observed that many of 
the apartments at Ravenswood 
which were still vacant at the 
time of our visits appeared 
ready to be rented,” the audi-
tor said. Across NYCHA a to-
tal of 80 apartments have been 

left vacant for over a decade, 
and another 161 apartments 
have been empty for between 
three and 10 years.

“The fact that NYCHA has 
left 80 apartments vacant for 
over a decade ,and another 
161 apartments sitting empty 
between three and 10 years, 
is simply unacceptable,” City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
said. “The more than 270,000 
New Yorkers who are waiting 
for housing deserve much bet-
ter treatment than that. It’s 
well past time for NYCHA to 
start getting it right.”

In addition, while the au-
thority claims to have 2,342 
vacant apartments, the audit 
made clear that NYCHA’s fig-
ures were estimates at best, 
with some of the units actu-
ally occupied by squatters and 
other city agencies, according 
to the report.

The authority answered in 
a statement saying, “NYCHA 
has a record low vacancy rate 
of only 1 percent—the lowest 
it’s been in nearly 10 years. 
With thousands of families on 
the waiting list for public hous-
ing and residents with critical 

pending transfer needs, man-
aging and turning over our 
vacant apartments effectively 
and efficiently is vital to our 
operations.”

A lack of resources is 
blamed, but increased capital 
work like roof replacement to 
be funded by the recently an-
nounced $300 million commit-

ment by the mayor, will help 
reduce the amount of repair 
work at developments and free 
up staff for repairs required to 
rent units.

The audit recommends that 
NYCHA streamline repair 
operations and keep better re-
ports on vacant apartments.

“We have a housing crisis,” 

Stringer said. “People are des-
perate for homes. You cannot 
keep vacant apartments off 
the market for years and years 
with no explanation and no 
strategy to fix up those units.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

City Comptroller Scott Stringer released an audit that shows NYCHA has many unused apartments.

Stringer hits NYCHA for unrented units

LICENSE #: 52-51-1472325
*AVAILABLE AT TLE BAYSIDE ONLY. FOR NEW ENROLLEES ONLY. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONAL OFFERS. THIS OFFER IS NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH AND IS NON-TRANSFERRABLE. OTHER 

RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. PLEASE SEE CENTER MANAGEMENT FOR FURTHER DETAILS.

Come find out why more than 95% of  
our preschool graduates are reading 
by the time they enter Kindergarten.

Now Open & Enrolling
Ages 6 Weeks & Up in Bayside!

monthly tuition 
for 6 months!

$50 OFF*

Enroll now to receive:

SPACES ARE LIMITED. CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE A TOUR!

718-224-1760
www.TheLearningExperience.comAcademy of Early Education
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BY BILL PARRY

Well over a thousand members of 
Astoria’s Greek community rallied at 
Athena Park on 30th Avenue Wednes-
day evening in support of their home-
land. Greece has been plunged into 
near chaos since it became the first 
developed nation to miss a repayment 
deadline to the International Monetary 
Fund on Tuesday, cutting its financial 
lifelines.

“That is all anybody is talking about 
— everything is so fluid and everyone 
has their opinion,” said rally organizer 
Athanasios Aronis, a vice president 
at the Hellenic Federation of Greater 
New York. “This rally is not political, 
we are not taking sides.  We just want 
to show our support for Greece and its 
people, especially the old people who 
are standing on lines trying to collect 
some of their life’s savings.”

Markets around the world were 
roiled Monday with the news that 
banks were closed in Greece. ATM 
withdrawals were capped at just 60 eu-
ros, or about $66 a day,  creating long 
lines. Over 1,000 branches reopened 
Wednesday to allow pensioners, many 
of whom do not use bank cards, a one-
off weekly withdrawal of up to 120 eu-
ros.

The restrictions eased after Greek 
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras of-
fered new concessions to the nation’s 
creditors Wednesday, saying he was 
willing to accept most conditions of a 
bailout package that was on the table 
before talks collapsed and he called for 
a referendum. Tsipras wanted some 

modifications on pension cuts and tax 
increases.

In Germany, Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said there would be no further 
negotiations until Greece holds its ref-
erendum Sunday. The Greek voters 
will have a chance to weigh in on the 
cuts Europe is demanding as a condi-
tion of financial rescue.

“We’re not taking sides on the ref-
erendum issues because the federa-
tion represents all Greeks,” Aronis 
said. “The Greek people are facing a 
humanitarian crisis from a first world 

BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

Queens Borough President Melinda 
Katz has allocated $200,000 for count-
down clocks to be installed at ten bus 
stops in the borough. The clocks would 
give people waiting for buses the exact 
time that the bus will take to get to a 
specific stop. 

“Our borough’s growth and mobil-
ity depends on reliable mass transit,” 
Katz said. “Countdown clocks elimi-
nate the anxiety of waiting for the 
unknown, a feeling familiar to every 
traveler. They’ll add more predictabil-
ity to any commute and will be a boon 
for thousands.”

The effort is part of the larger city-
wide push to install clocks at more bus 
stops. The concept is not new for trains, 

but the digital clocks did not start ap-
pearing on bus stops until last year, 
when the city started a pilot program 
on Staten Island. Since then elected 
officials in all five boroughs have al-
located money from their budgets to 
take the guesswork out of waiting for 
buses. 

Former Councilman Mark Weprin 
previously allocated $35,000 and Coun-
cilman Eric Ulrich (R-Howard Beach) 
devoted $180,000 in funding to the digi-
tization of bus stops. The city Depart-
ment of Transportation estimates that 
each solar-powered clock would cost 
about $20,000 to install. Katz’s contri-
bution allows the city to install count-
down clocks at another 10 bus stops. 

According to Katz, the installation 

BP Melinda Katz invests 
in digital bus stop clocks

Astoria rallies for Greece 
after economic collapse

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40

Three young women wait for a pro-
Greece rally to begin at Athena Park 
in Astoria Wednesday. 

Photo courtesy Athanasios Aronis
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Planned Service Changes
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
Southeast Queens residents 

showed up in the hundreds at 
the first NYPD Queens South 
community crime forum Mon-
day at the High School of Law 
Enforcement and Public Safe-
ty in Jamaica. 

NYPD Queens South Chief 
David Barrere and Communi-
ty Affairs Chief Joanne Jaffe 
hosted the event in light of 
the new NYPD action plan to 
educate residents about crime 
prevention, new training for 
officers, new technology for 
the force, youth gangs in the 
area, social media awareness 
and youth programs. 

Barrere described the 
NYPD’s new One City: Safe and 
Fair Everywhere plan, which 
was officially announced last 
week after the City Council in-
cluded an estimated 1,300 ad-
ditional police officers in the 
city’s final 2016 budget. 

The broad plan’s new initia-
tives focus on five key areas: 
tactics, technology, training, 
terrorism and trust. 

Key features of the plan in-
clude dividing a precinct into 
a few fully staffed sectors and 
the establishment of Neighbor-
hood Coordinating Officers 
in each sector to identify and 
manage community concerns. 

According to police of-

ficials, the plan will not be 
implemented immeditaely, 
although it has been a pilot 
program since March in four 
precincts, including the 100th 
and 101st Precincts in the 
Rockaways. 

“The new plan sets a new 
level of expectations,” Barrere 
said. “This is really going to 
change the way we do business 
in the NYPD.”

Barrere said the police 
force has been mostly num-
bers driven based on the week-
ly crime statistics and the new 
plan would shift that focus to 
putting more officers on the 
ground so those important 
relationships with residents 
and community leaders can be 
built. 

The forum addressed a 
number of topics, including a 
presentation on new retrain-
ing of 20,000 police officers 
starting next week and the 
progress of body camera tech-
nology. Officers from gang 
units and youth programs in-
formed residents about clues 
to look for on social media 
and on the youths’ clothing for 
signs of gang affiliation as well 
as NYPD programs that give  
young people different oppor-
tunties. Police also cautioned 
residents to be wary of ATM 
fraud and electronics theft.  

Police officials from each of 

the precincts in the southern 
part of Queens were repre-
sented to answer questions for 
residents from their respec-
tive neighborhoods, including 
officials from NYPD Housing 
and School Safety units. 

Questions were answered 
after the presentations were 
over and they varied from 
residents from South Ozone 
Park residents, who wanted 
to know what to do about the 
noise from parties, to recent 
crimes that took place within 
a specific neighborhood.  Po-
lice officials diligently took 
notes about each issue. 

The first question was 
from Earl Roberts, president 
of the 113th Precinct Com-
munity Council, who asked 
about multiple shootings since 
January and requested that 
more cameras be installed in 
the neighborhood. The 113th 
deputy inspector, Frederick 
Grover, responded to Rob-
erts questions and said that 
the precinct would be receiv-
ing additional officers for the 
summer “All Out Program,” 
an initiative started last year, 
which would address those is-
sues and concerns.  

 
 Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 

Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

This still from a video shows the nurse aide, who was arrested and 
charged in the alleged dragging of a patient with an open head wound 
at the Far Rockaway Peninsula Nursing and Rehabilatation Center.     

Attorney General's Office

NYPD Queens South Chief David Barrere speaks at the first-ever community crime forum held at the High 
School for Law Enforcement and Public Safety in Jamaica.    Photo by Sadef Kully

NYPD holds forum
Southeast Queens residents learn of police reforms 

Senior home abuse 
leads to arrests: AG

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Three Far Rockaway nurs-
ing home employees were 
arrested and arraigned last 
week on neglect and abuse-
related charges before Judge 
John Zoll in Queens Crimi-
nal Court, the state attorney 
general said.

Two nurses and one nurse 
aide, employees of the Pen-
insula Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center, allegedly 
dragged a disabled and bleed-
ing patient across the hallway 
floor of the nursing home and 
neglected to treat that patient 
as he lay on the floor bleeding 
from his head for over 20 min-
utes, according to the crimi-
nal complaint. These acts of 
neglect and abuse were cap-
tured by facility-maintained 
surveillance cameras, ac-
cording to the court papers. 

“Caregivers must know 
that we will vigorously pros-
ecute behavior that endan-
gers our most vulnerable 
citizens,”Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman said.  

The criminal complaint 
alleged that on Oct. 23, 2014, 
nurses Funmilola Taiwo 
and Esohe Agbonkpolor and 
nurse aide Emmanuael Ufot 
were on duty at the Penin-
sula Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center, when a 51-year-
old resident, who suffered 
from multiple debilitating 
conditions including altered 
mental status, fell in front of 
Agbonkpolor while in a hall-
way.  It went on to allege that 
the resident was left lying on 
his back on the floor for 12 
minutes before Ufot grabbed 
the injured resident by the 
arm and dragged him down 
the hallway into his room.

The video showed that 25 
minutes later, the resident, 

wearing only a backless gown 
that was pulled up over his 
unclad waist, emerged from 
his room, crawling along the 
floor on his back, bleeding 
profusely from a wound to the 
back of his head and another 
serious wound on his jaw, the 
complaint said. 

Prosecutors contend that 
for the following 20 minutes, 
nurses Taiwo and Agbonk-
polor, working just a few feet 
away, largely ignored the 
resident and never treated 
his wounds. Instead, Ufot, 
in another attempt to get the 
resident back into his room, 
allegedly grabbed him by 
his hospital gown that was 
by then twisted around his 
neck and dragged him along 
the floor and dropped him 
abruptly in front of his room, 
according to the complaint.

Each of the three defen-
dants, Funmilola Taiwo, 34, 
of Far Rockaway; Esohe Ag-
bonkpolor, 39; of Arverne, 
and Emmanuael Ufot, 36, of 
Far Rockaway, were charged 
with endangering the wel-
fare of an incompetent or 
physically disabled person, a 
felony, and willful violation 
of health laws, a misdemean-
or, Schneiderman said. 

The entire incident was 
captured by hallway surveil-
lance cameras maintained 
by Peninsula Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center. The 
management at Peninsula 
turned the video over to law 
enforcement. All three defen-
dants were either terminated 
or resigned from employment 
at Peninsula, the attorney 
general said.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.
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POLICE 

Blotter

ST. ALBANS — The Gulf gas station 
at 79-10 Springfield Blvd. on the border 
of St. Albans and Laurelton was bur-
glarized at about 12:30 p.m. Saturday, 
according to the NYPD.

The NYPD is seeking the public’s 
assistance in identifying and locat-
ing the man who forcibly entered the 
gas station office and fled with about 
$40,000 in cash, the police said.

The suspect was identified as a black 
man, who exited a gray vehicle that ap-

peared to be a Toyota Prius, though 
police did not identify the make of the 
vehicle. The suspect then walked up to 
the gas station office, and after forcibly 
removing the cash, returned to the ve-
hicle and fled with another unidenti-
fied man, according to police.

Call NYPD Crime Stoppers at 800-
577-8477 to submit any information 
regarding the incident or the suspects. 
Tips may be submitted anonymously.

LAURELTON—The NYPD is looking 
for a suspect in an attempted bank rob-
bery June 26 at the Bank of America 
located on Merrick Boulevard in Lau-
relton, police said. 

At 3:39 p.m. the suspect entered a 
Bank of America located at 216-02 Mer-
rick Boulevard, where he  passed the 
teller a note demanding money. The 
teller did not comply and the suspect 
fled the location empty handed, police 
said.

The suspect was described as a 
male, black, between 30-40 years of old, 

clean shaven. The suspect’s bottom lip 
is slightly discolored. He was wearing 
a sunglasses, a black baseball hat with 
white “NY” letters on the front.

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this incident is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline 
at 800-577-TIPS. The public can also 
submit their tips by logging onto the 
Crime Stoppers Website at WWW.
NYPDCRIMESTOPPERS.COM or tex-
ting their tips to 274637(CRIMES) then 
enter TIP577. All calls are kept strictly 
confidential.

A man suspected of a Springfield Boulevard gas station robbery left in this gray car, the 
NPYD said.  Courtesy NYPD

Wheelchair bandit rolls over Astoria bank

Bank robber flees, but leaves money behind

St. Albans Gulf gas station burglarized
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ASTORIA—Police from the 114th Pre-
cinct were searching for a man who 
robbed an Astoria bank in a wheel-
chair. The suspect entered the San-
tander Bank, located at 37-10 Broad-
way, Monday around 2 p.m. and passed 
a note to the teller demanding cash, 
police said.

The suspect did not brandish a 
weapon, but the teller handed over 
$1,212, according to the NYPD. The 
man took off in his black wheelchair 
and was last seen fleeing westbound 
on Broadway, investigators said.

The suspect was described as a 
black man age 25 to 30 years old weigh-
ing around 160 pounds. He was clean 
shaven and wearing a gray hoodie.

Anyone with information is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-577-TIPS.

Police released this image of a man in 
a wheelchair suspected in an Astoria 
bank robbery Monday afternoon.  

Courtesy NYPD
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Denoting Lunar New Year 
as a public school holiday was a 
welcome and wonderful decision 
by Mayor de Blasio, and sends a 
message of inclusivity in a city 
that has historically attracted 
and embraced cultures from 
across the globe. 

This recognition speaks to 
the growing strength and pres-
ence of our city’s Asian commu-
nities that celebrate this most 
important holiday. On behalf of 
the Flushing Council, I thank 
the mayor and his administra-
tion, as well as our elected offi-

cials that have led efforts to des-
ignate this holiday, including 
Council members Peter Koo and 
Margaret Chin, U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng, Assembly member Ron 
Kim and state Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky.

At Flushing Town Hall, we 
traditionally have marked the 
Lunar New Year with more than 
a month of activities for the 
young and old. This past year 
we held nearly a dozen perfor-
mances and events, including 
the first-ever—and incredibly 
popular—Lunar New Year Ba-

zaar. 
Our hope is that, as Chancel-

lor Carmen Fariña noted at the 
announcement for the holiday, 
this public school holiday will 
serve as a teachable moment, 
and Flushing Town Hall will 
gladly continue its tradition of 
serving as a venue to capture 
and celebrate that moment and 
many more.

Ellen Kodadek
Executive and Artistic Director

Flushing Council on 
Culture and the Arts
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Even before the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
same-sex marriage is a legal right, Queens had 
planned a candlelight vigil this week to mark the 
25th anniversary of gay bartender Julio Rivera’s 
murder.

The pendulum has come full circle as the borough 
celebrates the landmark ruling and looks back with 
horror on an era when three young savages hunted 
down Rivera because of his sexual orientation.

Rivera’s slaying in Jackson Heights set the stage 
for the emergence of the borough’s gay pride move-
ment and laid the groundwork for the annual Queens 
Pride Parade.

City Councilman Daniel Dromm, who was on the 
front lines of the gay rights battle after the murder 
and founded the Queens Pride Parade, held a candle-
light vigil Wednesday on the spot at 78th Street and 
37th Avenue where Rivera was killed.

“Julio’s case was the beginning of the change that 
we saw in Queens,” the former public school teacher 
said. “We’ve come a long way since then, but we still 
have far to go.”

The court decision also reverberated across 
Queens’ immigrant communities, whose LGBT 
members have sought refuge from discrimination in 
Jackson Heights for years.

The joy over the high court’s 5-4 ruling on mar-
riage equality was immediate.

 Minutes after the vote was announced, Jimmy 
Van Bramer—Queens’ other openly gay council-
man—interrupted a DOT news conference to call his 
husband with the news.

Hours later Van Bramer and his husband, Dan 
Hendrick, released a statement saying, “We have 
been moved to tears this morning, knowing the pain 
and stigma of being unequal is lifted.”

Queens congressional delegates and other elected 
officials joined in, issuing statements calling the 
court ruling a milestone and a defining moment.

 There has been great enlightenment in public at-
titudes toward the gay community over the past few 
years, but some people still felt invisible despite New 
York state’s recognition of gay marriage. Queens’ 
gay activists were among the first in the nation to 
lead the charge against discrimination and to stand 
up publicly to challenge the laws that pushed fellow 
LGBT people to the margins of society.

Now that the highest court in the land has ex-
tended the guarantee of equality for all to marriage, 
we salute those brave early fighters for helping to 
bring justice to everyone in Queens and the rest of 
the country—regardless of who they love or choose to 
marry. We can all now can stand tall in the sunlight.

LET FREEDOM RING

Celebrating a new school holiday
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READERS WRITE

Everyday police officers 
and firefighters rush to re-
spond to 911 calls, racing to-
ward danger to protect us. 
When firefighters go into a 
burning building, or cops 
tackle an active shooter, they 
do so without a moment’s hesi-
tation, despite the clear risks 
to their own lives and health. 
As a city, we should be rec-
ognizing and honoring this 
immense commitment by en-
suring that when someone is 
hurt in the line of duty, they 
are taken care of.

But right now, we are leav-
ing many of our men and 
women in uniform out in the 
cold.  If they are injured, fire-
fighters and police officers 
who were hired after July 
2009 receive only 50 percent of 
their final year’s pay in a dis-
ability pension. Anyone hired 
prior to this date receives a 75 
percent pension. It’s ridicu-
lous that we treat new hires 
differently from older hires, 
as though their heroism is 
somehow worth less. This 
inequality is especially gall-
ing given the high number of 

new hires who are women and 
people of color.

Officer James Li was a 
rookie officer in February 
2014, when a suspect opened 
fire on him, shooting Li in 
both of his legs. Officer Rosa 
Rodriguez joined the NYPD 

in 2010 and suffered debilitat-
ing injuries in a Coney Island 
fire in April 2014 that killed 
her partner. These officers 
deserve more than lip service 
toward their sacrifice—they 
deserve the same pension that 
officers who joined the force 
earlier would receive.

Recently, a proposal by 
Mayor de Blasio that was 
passed by the City Council 
purports to fix this problem. 
We voted “no” because it 
failed to recognize the service 
of too many firefighters and 
cops. Although some would 
have been eligible for 75 per-
cent of their salaries in pen-
sions, others would still have 
been forced to rely on just 
50 percent of their salaries. 
More recently enlisted offi-
cers would be forced to navi-
gate a more onerous process 
to qualify for full benefits. If 
they didn’t qualify, they could 
be left with less than $10,000 
annually, or just $27 per day. 
That’s not what our men and 
women in uniform deserve.

We must fix this glaring 
pension inequality, which is 

why we support truly equal 
pensions for all firefighters 
and police officers, unlike the 
measure that was previously 
passed. At a time when our 
city’s budget is growing, with 
millions of dollars proposed 
for new programs, we should 

not be trying to find cost sav-
ings on the backs of our Brav-
est and Finest.

When we ask firefighters 
and police officers to risk 
their lives for us, we do so un-
der a moral obligation to care 
for them and their families 
if they get hurt. We cannot 
settle for a half measure that 
fails to meet this commitment 
and must come together to 
support real, equal pensions.

Firefighters and police of-
ficers deserve to know that 
we will take care of them if 
they are injured. This isn’t a 
question of dollars and cents, 
but one of right and wrong. 
We need to give all of our uni-
formed officers the same pen-
sions. It’s simply what their 
service deserves.

Council member Rory I. 
Lancman (D-Briarwood)

Chair, Committee on 
Courts & Legal Services.

 Council member Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village)

 Chair, Committee on Fire 
& Criminal Justice Services.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

CORRECTION
Two articles, “Council seat vacant,” which ran in the June 19 edition of the Bayside Times, and “Concannon runs 
for Council,” which ran in the June 26 edition, said Joe Concannon had previously run for City Council as the GOP 
contender against Councilman Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) in 2013. Concannon ran as an Independent candidate 
against Mark Weprin for Council District 23 in 2013, not against Vallone. We apologize for these editing errors.

No life term for judges Let NYC welcome young travelers 

Uniformed offi cers need pension equality

Beds and Bars is a leading 
operator of backpacker hos-
tels. Since establishing the 
first of six hostels in London 
back in 1997, we have accom-
modated millions of young 
travelers. In 2014 alone, we 
sold over one million bed 
nights across Europe.

The USA currently does 
not offer the accommodation 
infrastructure that matches 
the needs of this emerging, 
and growing customer base. 
A central location, great fa-
cilities, easy connectivity and 
above all a great atmosphere 
with a value price are a must. 
Backpacker hostels are the 
perfect answer to this grow-
ing demand and can act as the 

perfect business model—con-
necting the city of New York 
to this tourism footfall and 
the large disposable income 
of this growing travel demo-
graphic.

Alongside key industry 
players, Beds and Bars has 
made a significant contribu-
tion to the growth and on-
going success of Europe as 
a backpacking destination. 
Partnering with local experts, 
we have brought together dif-
ferent people and of the part 
we have played in growing 
international economies, and 
regenerating the neighbor-
hoods we move into.

New York is a world class 
destination because of its po-

sition as a gateway to North 
America, unique character 
and diversity. However, it re-
mains beyond the budget of 
many young people because of 
what it lacks in quality hostel 
accommodation—itself a con-
sequence of current regula-
tions that prevent the creation 
of safe and quality hostels.

We therefore strongly sup-
port the creation of a hostel li-
cense system that would allow 
quality operators to open and 
safely operate in New York 
City. 

Tim Sykes
Chairman, 

Beds and Bars

RORY LANCMAN ELIZABETH CROWLEY

Poor Ted Cruz. The Cana-
dian-born senator of Texas 
and just one of the slew of 
Republican presidential can-
didates is apoplectic at the 
very thought that the United 
States Supreme Court ma-
jority voted that marriage 
between two people of the 
same sex is now legal in all 50 
states. In his overwhelming 
grief he then made a state-
ment that struck home and 
that I have long advocated.

I could not believe I would 
ever be able to agree with 
anything emanating from 
the mouth of Ted Cruz, but 
never say never. He suggests 
that judges should be voted 
into office such as are the 

executive and legislative 
branches of our country and 
he’s right; (plus an eight year 
term limit.). The theory of a 
lifetime appointment was in 
order to avoid “retribution” 
incurred by either of the 
other two branches, and the 
sole manner in which a judge 
could maintain his seat was 
to exhibit “good behavior.”

Our SCOTUS should rep-
resent today’s country, not the 
old tenets with which the jus-
tices were originally appoint-
ed. Once again it’s the com-
petition between regression, 
stagnation and progression.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside
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COLUMNS

The newly created Queens 
County Republican Organi-
zation, led by new chairman, 
former Congressman Robert 
Turner, held its first county 
fund-raising dinner. 

John Catsimatidis was an 
honored guest and received 
the “Man of the Year Award.” 
When he was introduced to the 
guests, it was mentioned that 
he has an electrical engineer-
ing background and built the 
family store into a huge chain 
of supermarkets. 

At present he also hosts a 

Sunday morning radio show on 
970AM from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.

During his presentation to 
the assembled gathering, he 
spoke in support of America’s 
middle class and called for 
government policies to benefit 
them, including lower interest 
rates and creating more jobs. 
He called for truth, integrity 
and honesty in how our gov-
ernment operates.

Catsimatidis is hopeful that 
Queens Republicans will be 
unified in the future, especial-
ly during political campaigns. 
He praised Robert Turner for 
providing county leadership. 
He also gave credit to former 
Mayor Ed Koch for support-
ing Turner during the special 
election for U.S. Congress that 
helped elect Turner. 

Catsimatidis has plans to 
expand his radio show nation-

ally, rather than just locally.
One other thing he spoke 

about was the recent civil un-
rest in several cities. He men-
tioned that some of the same 
individuals who demonstrated 
in Ferguson, Mo., also demon-
strated in Baltimore, Md. He 
indicated that at least some of 
these people were being paid 
for their efforts.

Catsimatidis is not support-
ing any presidential candidate 

at this time, although he is ex-
pected to give support to a can-
didate at some future time.

He has always emphasized 
a “common sense” approach to 
political and social problems. 
He believes that citizens work-
ing together can successfully 
deal with society problems. 

At the Queens Republican 
dinner it was indicated that 
over 240 guests attended. The 
county organization got off to a 

good start. This large turnout 
shows an interest in Queens 
Republican politics. 

At present there is only 
one Republican officeholder 
in Queens. That is Eric Ulrich 
from the 32nd City Council 
district in southwest Queens. 
If we go back 30 or 40 years, the 
Queens Republican Party had 
a group of state assemblymen 
and senators. It is the hope of 
the new county Republican or-
ganization that those days will 
return again.

It is good to see that more 
police are being added to our 
city police force. Crime can 
and will be dealt with in the 
future. Long battles have gone 
on for years within the Queens 
Republican Party. These bat-
tles have served to weaken the 
Republican Party especially 
during election campaigns.

Catsimatidis sketches out a vision for Queens GOP

Superman helped America 
fi nd its fi ghting spirit. Captain 
America did his white male, 
square-jawed, hetero-norma-
tive bit, too. But it was the next 
generation of superheroes—
the mutants—who made us the 
more tolerant, more feminist, 
more mutli-culti America that 
we are today—and maybe even 
gave us gay marriage.

Yes, that’s quite a Bruce 
Wayne-like leap, but comic-
book authority Ramzi Fawaz 
makes it gracefully in his 
book to be published this fall, 
“The New Mutants: Superhe-
roes and the Radical Imagina-
tion of American Comics.” 

His premise is this: When 
the fi rst superheroes appeared 
in comic books in the late 
1930s, they were drawn by sec-
ond-generation immigrants—
usually New York Jewish guys 
who wanted to fi t in and, while 
they were at it, beat the heck 
out of Hitler. 

After World War II was 
won, however, comic books 
went into a bit of a slump. Not 
only was there no Fuhrer left 
to fi ght, Fawaz says, “But there 
was the creation of the atomic 
bomb. How can a superhero 
compete against that?” The 
masked men and their cre-
ators were starting to sag like 

old tights. 
By the ’50s, comic books 

were fi lled with crime and hor-
ror, and the House Un-Amer-
ican Activities Committee—
the folks generally focused on 
ferreting out communists—
believed that comics were cre-
ating juvenile delinquents. 
(Just like some folks believe 
that about video games today.) 
Comics were in the cultural 
crosshairs. This could be the 
end. 

But then, like the plot of 
almost every Marvel master-
piece ever, the industry came 
fi ghting back! It did it by re-
suscitating the one thing that 
could save it: the superhero 
genre. Now no one could ac-
cuse the comics of being un-
American anymore, because 
superheroes have always been 
as American as truth, justice 
and, well, you get the idea. 

Except this time, says 
Fawaz, the heroes came back 

with a subversive twist—as 
mutants.

What kind? Every kind, 
representing every new idea 
taking root in American soci-
ety, says Fawaz. Take the Fan-
tastic Four. The gang starts 
out as friends who go on an un-
authorized rocket ship trip—
“a sort of space race thing,” 
Fawaz says—but they’re bom-
barded by cosmic rays that 
turn them into freaks. Very 
symbolic freaks.

There’s Ben Grimm, who 
becomes a human rock called 
The Thing. And yet, while em-
bodying the traditional male 
ideal—he’s a rock, after all—
he is “extremely emotionally 
vulnerable,” says Fawaz. “He 
weeps over his state. He leaves 
the team at different times be-
cause he feels he does not be-
long.”

He’s not your father’s Su-
perman.

Then there’s Reed Rich-
ards, the super-straight, even 
rigid, scientist. “He works 
for the government, he’s the 
breadwinner of the fam-
ily, and the patriarch,” says 
Fawaz. “But what happens to 
him physically is he becomes 
extremely stretchy, elastic.” 
Now he’s fl exible in every 
sense of the word.   

For her part, Sue, the one 
and only female, becomes in-
visible—a sort of cosmic comic 
metaphor for the invisibility of 
women, Fawaz believes. And 
yet, she can use that power to 
her advantage, and what was a 
weakness becomes a strength. 
Hear her roar! 

And fi nally there’s Johnny 
Storm, a.k.a. the Human 
Torch—a teen who turns to 
fl ame, just because… teens 
turn to fl ame. And maybe be-
cause people were starting to 
set themselves on fi re to pro-
test injustice. Look, not every-
thing is a perfect allegory.

After the Fantastic Four, 
the X-Men comics were rein-
troduced not as the fi ve subur-
ban white kids they’d started 
out as, but a gaggle of multi-
cultural mutants including 
Wolverine, Nightcrawler, Co-
lossus, Phoenix, and perhaps 
most powerfully Storm—an 
African-American goddess 
who controls the weather, 
saves the world and, accord-
ing to Fawaz, also embodies a 
whole lot of the disco aesthetic: 
glitzy, gay-friendly, fabulous.

All these character are out-
casts who are stronger thanks 
to their “fl aws,” and undefeat-
able once they fi nd, accept, 
and join each other. So while 

they didn’t explicitly fi ght for 
gay marriage—at least not in 
the ’60s and ’70s, when they 
fi rst got off the ground—ever 
since the superheroes started 
mutating it has been like the 
feminists meet the civil rights 
workers meet the anti-war ac-
tivists meet the LGBT crowd, 
and together they can change 
the world.

And considering their 
REAL superpower—inserting 
new ideas into the public mind 
under the guise of fun—maybe 
they did change the world af-
ter all.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids. 

Did superheroes bring the world gay marriage? 

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action

A new generation 
of superheroes 

made us the more 
tolerant, more 
feminist, more 

multi-culti America 
that we are today.

If we go back 30 or 40 years, the Queens 
Republican Pary had a group of state 
assemblymen and senators. It is the 
hope of the new county Republican 

organization that those days will return.

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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The Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce is aim-
ing to bring family-friendly 
nightlife to Flushing while cel-
ebrating the small businesses 
that have made the neighbor-
hood flourish.

The event, Flushing Night 
Out, a “night market” for the 
community, is scheduled to 
take place on two dates this 
summer—July 16 and Aug. 
21—at Flushing Town Hall, 
from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. Electron-
ic DJ Black Maroon is sched-
uled to headline the first night. 
The organization is hoping to 
promote “cultural diversity 
and equality, support local art-
ists and small businesses and 
a vibrant Flushing communi-
ty,” according to its campaign 

page. The event will feature 
local food, fashion and music, 
according to organizers.

The Chamber’s executive 
director, John Choe, hopes 
that FNO will also create space 
where families and young peo-
ple can hang out with friends 
and neighbors. “Our goal is to 
bring together an inter-gener-
ational group of people from 
all backgrounds to support lo-
cal businesses,” he noted.

The chamber is looking to 
partially crowdfund for the 
costs of this event, launching 
a campaign on the fundrais-
ing platform Indiegogo. With 
a modest goal of $3,000, the 
organizers hope to fund enter-
tainment, banners, equipment 
and insurance for the event.  
“Perks” for giving at certain 
levels include T-shirts, promo-
tional considerations and even 
a free acupuncture session.

The sponsoring organiza-
tion, the Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce, was 
founded in December 2014, to 

represent small businesses 
in the area. Choe cited “lack 
of infrastructure investment, 
targeted enforcement by gov-
ernment agencies, escalating 
rents, and displacement by 
major development projects” 
as all reasons that necessi-
tated a Chamber of Commerce 
to support mom-and-pop busi-
nesses in Flushing.  

The chamber is an “out-
growth of the One Flushing 
community organizing proj-
ect,” according to the organi-
zation’s website.  One Flushing 
had previously crowdfunded 

the painting of a mural at the 
LIRR station on Main Street 
and 40th Road, in Flushing.

Choosing to hold the event 
at Flushing Town Hall is a 
symbolic choice. Choe noted 
that the town hall was in the 
center of the community when 
Flushing was an independent 
town. “We hope to connect 
newcomers to the history of 
Flushing,” Choe said, and re-
capture a sense of community 
that was lost after consolida-
tion with Manhattan. 

The organization is confi-
dent that it can put on a suc-

cessful event due to its small, 
but focused team and the 
chamber’s network with local 
business that can contribute 
to the event. Choe said that 
the event already has “Italian 
pizza, Indian samosas, and 
Chinese nougat-makers con-
firmed,” but additional ven-
dors are welcome.

The project is a few hundred 
dollars away from its goal and 
the campaign ends July 15.  To 
contribute, visit http://igg.me/
at/fnonightmarket/. On July 3, 
a local business will match do-
nations made to the campaign 
on that day. For more informa-
tion, or to sign up as a vendor, 
visit http://fnonightmarket.
weebly.com.  The chamber is 
seeking food, drink, clothing 
and craft vendors to partici-
pate in Flushing Night Out.

For more information on 
upcoming events and other 
programming from the Great-
er Flushing Chamber of Com-
merce, visit flushingchamber.
nyc

Bringing family-friendly nightlife to Flushing
COLUMNS

New Voices

assessment and recruitment

ShopQueensCenter.com    

  
Text Concierge 718.690.3222 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Safe 
Fourth of July!

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ
 
The board regulating about 

one million rent-stabilized 
apartments in New York City 
voted Monday night to freeze 
rents on one-year leases in a 
move that affects thousands of 
Queens tenants.

The city’s Rent Guidelines 
Board made the vote after 
holding many public forums 
over the last several months 
where it solicited the public’s 
opinion. The nine-member 
group is appointed by Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and the final 
vote was 7-2 in favor of the rent 
freeze. For two-year leases, the 
board decided to increase rent 
by 2 percent.

In Queens, there are some 
135,000 rent-stabilized apart-
ments that will now have their 
rents frozen if the tenants re-
new a one-year lease. Earlier 
in the month, the board held 
a public meeting in Queens 
Borough Hall where the ma-
jority of the attendants argued 
for rent freezes and some even 
proposed rolling back rents. 

Tenants’ rights advocates 
called the vote a victory while 

noting in the same breath that 
last week’s rent-stabilization 
fight in Albany was a bad deal 
for the tenants in stabilized 
apartments.

“Tonight, I proudly stand 
with the tenants, advocates 
and elected officials who fought 
tirelessly for a rent freeze to 
protect the working families 
who are being pushed out of 
New York City by wealthy de-
velopers,” said Ilana Maier, a 
spokeswoman for the Metro-
politan Council on Housing. 
“We might have been betrayed 
in Albany, but now millions of 
families will be able to stay in 
their homes and that is reason 
to celebrate.”

The rent regulations ex-
pired on June 15, leaving the 
million apartments in New 
York City partially vulnerable 
to increases. But on June 25 
the state Assembly and state 
Senate passed a bill to  extend 
regulations for four years.  Un-
der the new bill, the level at 
which an apartment is decon-
trolled and moves onto the free 
market is capped at $2,700, up 
$200 from the previous level.

 For many tenant advo-

cates, it’s a paltry increase 
that still leaves thousands of 
units vulnerable to being re-
moved from rent-stabilization. 
Many advocates, including de 
Blasio,  pushed to remove de-
control altogether.

Along with a four-year 
extension, legislators  also 
extended a series of tax incen-
tives -- known as 421-a -- meant 
to encourage developers to 
create affordable housing 
through tax breaks.  But the 

tax incentives are dependant 
on real estate developers and 
construction unions agree-
ing on wages for the building 
of new apartments that would 
benefit from  421-a.

 Tenants group blamed Gov. 
Mario Cuomo for not getting a 
better deal for New York City 
residents in the budget nego-
tiations.

“He took no action at all to 
strengthen the rent laws,” said 
Katie Goldstein, the leader of 

the Alliance for Tenant Power, 
an advocacy group.“Cuomo 
made empty  promises and lied 
repeatedly while helping the 
Senate Republicans advance a 
bill that is a massive giveaway 
to landlords.”

The board’s vote to freeze 
rents on one-year leases came 
as a great relief to these groups 
and also the mayor, who ap-
pointed all the members of the 
rent board and advocated for a 
rent freeze last year.

“This was the right call,” de 
Blasio said after the vote. “For 
the first time in the history 
of the Rent Guidelines Board, 
more than a million hard-
working and hard-pressed 
tenants will see no increase in 
their rent. I applaud the Rent 
Guidelines Board for making 
tonight’s decision based on 
hard data, including the un-
precedented 21 percent drop in 
fuel costs over this past year. 
We know tenants have been 
forced to make painful choices 
that pitted ever-rising rent 
against necessities like gro-
ceries, childcare and medical 
bills. Today’s decision means 
relief.”

New York City's Rent Guidelines Board voted for the first time ever to 
put a freeze on one-year leases for rent-stabilized apartments. 

Queens renters get one-year renewal break

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution to society, 
if paid in full today we will include the cost of the crematory.

($995 Society’s Service Fee)
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Security Guard  
Training
Become a NY State Certified  
Security Guard Today!
8 HR. PREASSIGNEMET  •  16 HR. ON THE JOB TRAINING 
FIREGUARD PREP  •  IDC- (INSTURCTOR DEVELOPMENT COURSE)
F8O CORDINATOR OF FIRE SAGETY & ALARM SYSTEMS

E F F I C I E N T  C A R E  T R A I N I N G  C E N T E R

Home Health Aide 
Training
Your Future Starts Now!
Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!
DAY & EVENING COURSES • EXPERIENCED INSTRUCTORS
JOB ASSISTANCE PROVIDED • SE HABLA ESPANOL

Instructors Wanted
HHA- Spanish & English • EKG, Phlebotomy, CNA

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd FL
Ridgewook, Ny 11385
718.307.7141
ACCESSIBLE BY    L     M  
 Q58    Q66    B52    B26    B54

168-25 Jamaica Ave., 
Jamaica, Ny 11432 
718.609.1674
ACCESSIBLE BY   F      J      E 
 Q24    Q56

54 06 M tl A 2 d FL 168 25 J i A

enroll now! new for june!
EKG, Phlebotomy Class Starting June 29th
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

The Queens GOP honored John 
Catsimatidis last week for his work in 
creating a unified front for the party.

Catsimatidis, owner of the super-
market chain Gristedes, ran for mayor 
in 2013 as a Republican candidate. On 
June 22, the Queens GOP named him 
“Man of the Year” at a Howard Beach 
restaurant, Russo’s on the Bay. The 
party gave him the award for uniting 
a party that has been embroiled in in-
ternal conflict for several decades, ac-
cording to the Queens GOP.

“We have begun a new era in the 
Queens GOP where we will have a 
united front to build our party, contest 
races with strong candidates, and fight 
for our values and our city,” said Bob 
Turner, the organization’s chairman 
and a former Queens congressman. 

“John Catsimatidis was a vital part 
of moving us forward after decades of 
division. Queens Republicans owe him 
a debt of gratitude and I will always be 
thankful for his leadership. We were 
proud to present him with our ‘Man 
of the Year’ award for all of his efforts 

and support.” 
The Republican Party in Queens 

has dealt with some serious blows over 
the past several years. The former 
chairman of the organization, Phil 
Ragusa, died earlier this year from 
leukemia amid a power struggle over 

leadership of the county organization 
between two main factions.

Hoping to put the party divisions 
behind the Queens GOP, Turner said, 
the organization awarded Catsimatid-
is while also looking to the future. 

“I deeply appreciate this award from 

Chairman Turner and the Queens 
GOP,” Catsimatidis said. “I have al-
ways worked to bring people together 
and am pleased that a united Queens 
Republican Party can now play a vital 
role to build a much-needed, two-party 
system in our city. Together we will 
fight to improve public safety, build a 
stronger economy, and improve educa-
tion for our children in our city.”

Reach reporter Eric Jankiewicz by e-
mail at ejankiewicz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Queens GOP chairman Bob Turner (l.) presents an award to John Catsimatidis. 
Photo courtesy Queens GOP

Queens GOP awards Catsimatidis for unity work 
Republicans celebrate former mayoral candidate’s efforts to mend party after infi ghting 

“Your care for my Susan during her final days 
was life-saving.”

“I am grateful beyond words for the care that Calvary Hospital 
provided my beloved wife Susan at the end of her life. Your 
medical attention and palliative expertise were superior. Your 
attentive sensitivity to our needs as a Jewish family was remarkable. 
And your heartfelt love which we felt from every staff member 
was genuine. Calvary provided Susan with more than just a 
place for her to die, but also a sheltered, peaceful community 
to leave this life as she lived it – with her dignity undiminished. 
As soon as Calvary started caring for Susan, you lifted that heavy 
burden from us and allowed us to simply be a family once again. 
Because of you, my soulmate died in peace, which assures me 
that she will rest in peace. God bless you, Calvary Hospital.”

– Rabbi Jeffrey J. Sirkman

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

John Catsimatidis was 
a vital part of moving us 
forward after decades of 

division.
Bob Turner
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY ERIC JANKIEWICZ

For a few days this week, Ridgewood 
was Gotham City. The Fox television 
show “Gotham” filmed in Ridgewood 
this week, according to city notices 
posted around Palmetto Street and 
Onderdonk Avenue.  The show filmed 
in the area earlier this year under the 
Seneca Avenue train station. 

Local blog Ridgewood Social ob-
served the filming that took place 
earlier this year in Ridgewood. Film-
ing went from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m. and the 
producers recreated the feel of a city in 
the past. 

“When the director said, ‘action’ the 
lights went on and the fog machines 
started pouring ambience into the 
streets,” the blog’s author wrote. “As 
the M train moved above us, fireworks 
and lights simulated the screeching 
wheels of a supposed older train seen 
in the comic books.”

There have been sightings of the 
show being filmed across Queens. The 
borough’s aesthetic variety lends itself 
to a fictional city rotten with crime  . 

Sites where the show has been shot 
 include Long Island City, 5 Pointz and 
Fort Totten. 

“Gotham” is produced by Fox and 
draws on the Batman DC comics series. 
The series premiered last September. 
The second season is being filmed now 
and is set to premiere this September. 

BY BILL PARRY

An upscale children’s clothing bou-
tique in Sunnyside is closing its doors 
at the end of July. Tiny You, which 
opened at 46-21 Skillman Ave. five 
years ago, was the last shop of its type 
in the neighborhood.

“It’s a little emotional because that’s 
my baby,” owner Jill Callan said. “It’s 
strictly a business decision. I had two 
more 5-year options to stay. The shop 
was doing well, but there’s just too 
much going on in Long Island City.”

Two years ago, Callan opened her 
second Tiny You location at 10-50 Jack-
son Ave., a space double the size of her 
first shop at nearly 900 square feet.

“The fact that it was bigger allowed 
me to expand my product line,” Callan 
said. “It also gave me much more space 
for community events.” She had her eye 
on the future with residential develop-
ment in every direction, especially at 
the Hunters Point South project. Busi-
ness took off faster than expected. Now 
she is expanding her on-line service, 
something she hopes her Sunnyside 
customers will take advantage of.

“Everyone says they’re sad that I’m 
leaving, but I’m still hoping I can serve 
them,” Callan said. “I live in Sunny-
side and I know where most of them 
live. I have no problem hand delivering 
to them, plus it’s a really short ride on 
the No. 7 train.”

BY BILL PARRY

Shake Shack, the burger joint with 
a cult-like following, is coming to the 
Queens Center mall. Construction is 
underway at the former location of 
Urban Outfitters, on the ground floor, 
at the corner of 59th Avenue and 92nd 
Street in Elmhurst.

The new restaurant will open in 2016 
and join locations at Citi Field and JFK 
airport, There are no further plans for 
other Shake Shacks in Queens, accord-
ing to a company spokeswoman.

Known for its 100 percent all-natu-
ral, antibiotic-free Angus beef burgers, 
the critically acclaimed, modern-day 

“roadside” burger stand got its start at 
a hot dog cart in Manhattan’s Madison 
Square Park to support an art installa-
tion in 2001. Fans lined up at the cart 
daily for the next three summers.

In 2004, Shake Shack won a bid to 
open a permanent kiosk in the park and 
now they are worldwide with locations 
in Dubai, Britain, Turkey and Russia. 
In addition to burgers, Shake Shack 
offers griddle-crisp flat-top hot dogs, 
fresh-made frozen custard and more.

Laura Enoch, Shake Shack’s Senior 
Marketing Manager, said the new res-
taurant will create “a fun and lively 
community gathering place with wide-
spread appeal.”

Detective James Gordon played by Ben 
McKenzie in "Gotham." The show re-
turned to Ridgewood to film scenes.  
Photo courtesy Jessica Miglio/Fox Broadcasting Co. 

Queens Center to add Shake Shack

Sunnyside loses boutique

Boro is center stage

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle 
Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The 
faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. 
Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; 
Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

Mr. Sephen Berger, a Holocaust survivor from Strasshof, 
Austria visited Mr. Paul Salerni’s Social Studies class.  Mr. 
Berger has been visiting Christ the King and speaking 
about his experience to Mr. Salerni’s classes for the last 17 
years.  As grim a subject as the Holocaust is, the students 
learn a great deal from his testimonial.  

CK Students Visited by Holocaust Survivor

SINAI ACADEMY FOR JEWISH BOYS

GRADES 6 – 12

DO YOU KNOW A FUTURE SINAI STUDENT?

2025 79TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, NY 11224
TEL: 718-256-7400
FAX :718-256-7786
www.sinaius.com

2015-2016 
Registration Now Open

Call Today:
718-256-7400 ext 215

Inspired Learning

g    Experienced, highly qualified and 
enthusiastic teachers

g   Small classes allow for individualized attention

g   Complete College Preparatory Program 
and College Planning

g   AP & College NOW courses

g   SAT preparatory program

g   Advance placement exams grant students 
college credits

g   Our alumni have attended leading 
universities including MIT, Harvard & Yale

The Complete Student

Extra Curricular  
Activities

g   Jewish Identity

g    Character development

g   Social skills development

g   Emphasis on the values of 
kindness, integrity and respect

g   Social and community responsibility

g    Stock Market Club

g   Photography

g   Economics Competition Team

g   Math Competition

g   Physical Fitness

SCHOLARSHIPS: Sinai Academy offers full or 
partial scholarships to students who exhibit  
academic excellence and unique talents.
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MONDAY - THURSDAY 9:00am - 8:00pm

FRIDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

SATURDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

www.�ushinghospital.org

For Your Convenience
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Astoria Park Festival kicks off the summer

Both real fish and their stuffed cousins are on display at the booth for The Lagoon. The Robert F. Kennedy Bridge looks down over the festival

Crowds check out the attractions on the Astoria Park Festival fairway.Youngsters get behind the wheel, with the Ferris Wheel in the background.

The Zipper is ready to take its passengers for a wild ride.An old-fashioned food stand offers passersby the chance to sample some longtime favorites.

Photos by Rich Scarpitta
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Greater Woodhaven civic honors fi ve 
BY DEBBIE COHEN

The Greater Woodhaven 
Development Corporation  
recently held its 36th annual 
dinner/dance at Woodhaven 
Manor in Woodhaven, honor-
ing five people who have given 
their efforts, leadership and 
contributions to the Wood-
haven community, the GWDC 
and the Woodhaven Business 
Improvement District. 

The first honoree for the 
Woman of the Year  award 
was given to Christine Ward, 
retired teacher from the PS 
97 Forest School  and a Wood-
haven resident for the past 24 
years. According to Maria 
Thomson, GWDC executive 
director, Ward started teach-
ing at PS 97 in 1985 and has 
taught second-, third- and 
fourth-graders. 

“She has also taught for 12 
years as a parochial school 
teacher and would always 
go to flea markets in search 
of things for her students,” 
Thomson said.

Ward received a plaque 
from the GWDC honoring her 
dedication to the community, 
including proclamations from 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village), 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) and Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park). 

“I want to thank my family, 
college friends and the GWDC 
for this honor and I want to say 
that PS 97 had great kids with 

caring parents,” Ward said. 
The Man of the Year award 

went to Frank Castelli, owner 
of Beat the Clock Printing in 
Woodhaven. July will mark 
30 years that he has owned 
the business. He also has been 
married for 30 years with two 
children, according to GWDC 
President Stephen Esposito. 

Castelli also received the 
same awards as Ward was 
given and he thanked the com-
munity, family and friends for 
the honor. 

Three Special Recognition 
2015 awards were given out 
at the dinner/dance. The first 

was presented as a Commu-
nity Activist award to Eleanor 
Errante, 93, a resident who 
has lived in Woodhaven for 81 
years and is also known as the 
“Mayor of Woodhaven.” 

According to Thomson, Er-
rante is a well-known peren-
nial community activist and 
supporter of the GWDC and 
Woodhaven BID. 

“She moved from Howard 
Beach to Woodhaven in 1934 
and worked as a bookkeeper in 
New York and then worked for 
Catholic Charities,” Thomson 
said. “She is also a longstand-
ing member of the Woodhaven 

Senior Citizen Center and a 
Richmond Hill Democratic 
Club supporter.” 

The next Special Recogni-
tion award went to New York’s 
Finest, NYPD Sgt. Joseph 
DeMarco from the 102nd Pre-
cinct, for his community ser-
vice. 

Esposito said DeMarco is 
a local man who has been pa-
trolling Woodhaven for the 
last 15 years and graduated 
from Franklin K. Lane High 
School, and then went on to at-
tend Nassau Community Col-
lege to earn a business admin-
istration degree.

“He started in the Tran-
sit Police System in 1993 and 
works in the 102nd Precinct in 
the Business Condition Unit 
– high crime area,” Esposito 
said. “The sergeant has earned 
numerous awards, has re-
sponded to the 911 tragedy and 
has always been devoted to the 
Woodhaven community.” 

As the sergeant accepted 
the awards, he said, “I want 
to keep the streets safe.  It’s a 
pleasure to serve the commu-
nity and I want to thank my 
fellow officers who work to 
keep the city safe.” 

The final Special Recogni-
tion award went to New York’s 
Strongest from the NYSD, 
Deputy Chief Keith Maisel, 
formerly of Sanitation Queens 
Borough 9. 

Thomson said, “Maisel sup-
ported Woodhaven through 
the years before his promo-
tion and all sanitation work-
ers should be honored for their 
dedication and commitment.”

Thomson and Esposito 
hosted the ceremony and pre-
sented the awards. State Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo, Jr. (D-How-
ard Beach) and Ulrich were 
also present to congratulate 
the honorees. 

More than 150 people at-
tended the June 12 event and 
Martin Perry, the lead singer 
of the Paragons, a 1960s group, 
wooed the crowd with a few 
doo- wop songs. 

Honorees and officials pose for a group shot, including “Man of the Year” Frank Castelli (l. - r.) Jacqueline 
Castelli, Eleanor Errante, “Woman of the Year” Christine Ward, Rosmarie Maisel, NYSD Deputy Chief Keith 
Maisel, NYPD Sgt. Joseph DeMarco, Jeff Lewis, GWDC President Stephen Esposito and GWDC Executive Director 
Maria Thomson.  Photo by Debbie Cohen

Queens prosecutor discusses crimes vs. seniors 
BY MADINA TOURE

Executive Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Jesse Sligh 
from the Queens District At-
torney’s office spoke to resi-
dents in Flushing last month 
about plans to develop stron-
ger laws protecting seniors’ 
rights and resources for do-
mestic violence victims. 

Addressing the monthly 
Northeast Queens Multicul-
tural Democratic Club meet-
ing June 18 at the Carlyle 
Towers at 43-10 Kissena Blvd., 
Sligh said that while seniors 
are a protected class, they do 
not benefit from the same level 
of protection as children, not-
ing that individuals such as 
teachers, law enforcement of-
ficials and counselors are re-
quired to report any incident 

of crimes against children.
But if someone notices that 

a senior, with the exception of 
those in nursing homes, has 
bruises or scars, no one can 
take legal action unless the 
incident is reported to police, 
which current laws do not re-
quire, Sligh said. 

He said a common problem 
for seniors is financial fraud 
involving mortgages and 
theft of homes, noting that his 
office has staff members who 
are trained to help seniors 
when they are the victims of 
such crimes.

“We have specially trained 
people who interact with se-
niors when a crime has been 
committed and develop this 
kind of rapport with the se-
niors, so that they can feel 
comfortable when they must 

come to court and they’re 
talking to the same person,” 
he said.

He also told residents 
about resources available for 
victims of domestic violence 
and pointed out that victims 
can go to the Family Justice 
Center at 126-02 86th Ave. in 
Kew Gardens, where an as-
sistant district attorney can 
be assigned to an individual’s 
case the day that the incident 
occurs. 

He said a major advantage 
of getting attorneys to work 
on cases as soon as the crime 
is committed is that individu-
als will often recant their 
statements after 72 hours. 

“A fairly significant per-
centage of people will change 
their minds and say, ‘I don’t 
know who did it,’” Sligh said. 

Sligh also promoted the 
Queens Child Advocacy Cen-
ter, located at 112-25 Queens 
Blvd., which was established 
to coordinate and speed up 
the investigation, prosecution 
and delivery of treatment ser-
vices in cases of child sexual 
abuse and serious physical 
abuse. 

The center provides a 
friendly, neutral setting that 
consists of joint investigative 
interviews, on-site medical 
evaluation and treatment and 
advocacy services. 

“Children also suffer in 
the prosecution of their cases 
in the way that women suffer 
under domestic violence,” he 
said. 

Dilip Chauhan, a South 
Asian community leader and 
member of Community Board 

7, said there is a lack of aware-
ness about how the legal sys-
tem works among immigrant 
groups.

Sligh noted that women, 
especially those who are vic-
tims of domestic violence, 
often are afraid to come for-
ward because they fear being 
deported. 

He said that five months 
ago, Carmencita Gutierrez, 
the daughter of Colombian 
immigrants, was appointed as 
the inaugural director of the 
Queens DA’s Office of Immi-
grant Affairs, which was es-
tablished to address concerns 
unique to immigrants and 
new Americans regarding the 
legal system. Sligh said Guti-
errez has staff members who 
speak 39 different languages.
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BY MADINA TOURE

Executive Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Jesse Sligh from 
the Queens District Attorney’s 
office spoke to residents in 
Flushing last month about 
plans to develop stronger laws 
protecting seniors’ rights and 
resources for domestic vio-
lence victims. 

Addressing the monthly 
Northeast Queens Multicul-
tural Democratic Club meet-
ing June 18 at the Carlyle 
Towers at 43-10 Kissena Blvd., 
Sligh said that while seniors 
are a protected class, they do 
not benefit from the same level 
of protection as children, not-
ing that individuals such as 
teachers, law enforcement of-
ficials and counselors are re-
quired to report any incident 
of crimes against children.

But if someone notices that 
a senior, with the exception of 
those in nursing homes, has 
bruises or scars, no one can 
take legal action unless the 
incident is reported to police, 
which current laws do not re-

quire, Sligh said. 
He said a common problem 

for seniors is financial fraud 
involving mortgages and theft 
of homes, noting that his office 
has staff members who are 
trained to help seniors when 
they are the victims of such 
crimes.

“We have specially trained 
people who interact with se-
niors when a crime has been 
committed and develop this 
kind of rapport with the se-
niors, so that they can feel 
comfortable when they must 
come to court and they’re talk-
ing to the same person,” he 
said.

He also told residents about 
resources available for vic-
tims of domestic violence and 
pointed out that victims can go 
to the Family Justice Center at 
126-02 86th Ave. in Kew Gar-
dens, where an assistant dis-
trict attorney can be assigned 
to an individual’s case the day 
that the incident occurs. 

He said a major advantage 
of getting attorneys to work on 
cases as soon as the crime is 

committed is that individuals 
will often recant their state-
ments after 72 hours. 

“A fairly significant per-
centage of people will change 
their minds and say, ‘I don’t 
know who did it,’” Sligh said. 

Sligh also promoted the 
Queens Child Advocacy Cen-
ter, located at 112-25 Queens 
Blvd., which was established 
to coordinate and speed up the 
investigation, prosecution and 
delivery of treatment services 
in cases of child sexual abuse 
and serious physical abuse. 

The center provides a 
friendly, neutral setting that 
consists of joint investigative 
interviews, on-site medical 
evaluation and treatment and 
advocacy services. 

“Children also suffer in 
the prosecution of their cases 
in the way that women suffer 
under domestic violence,” he 
said. 

Dilip Chauhan, a South 
Asian community leader and 
member of Community Board 
7, said there is a lack of aware-
ness about how the legal sys-

tem works among immigrant 
groups.

Sligh noted that women, es-
pecially those who are victims 
of domestic violence, often are 
afraid to come forward because 
they fear being deported. 

He said that five months 
ago, Carmencita Gutierrez, 
the daughter of Colombian im-
migrants, was appointed as 
the inaugural director of the 
Queens DA’s Office of Immi-
grant Affairs, which was es-
tablished to address concerns 
unique to immigrants and 
new Americans regarding the 
legal system. Sligh said Guti-
errez has staff members who 
speak 39 different languages.

“What they don’t know, be-
cause we haven’t done a good 
job of getting the message out, 
is that we never, ever ask any-
body what is your immigra-
tion status,” he said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

NE Queens Multicultural Democratic Club members provide attendees 
with an update.  Photo by Madina Toure

Queens prosecutor discusses crimes vs. seniors 
Sligh describes resources for elderly residents, victims of domestic violence at multicultural club meet  

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
300 Jay Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201

Follow Us: www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

718.260.5500

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 07/03/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$17,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

 4TH   JULYOF 4TH   JULYOF 4TH   JULYOF

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $12,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2012 Mercedes C300, 17k 11903 $21,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE  
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
 2015 Volkswagen Passat, 941 12431 $16,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
  2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 07/03/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

SAVINGSSAVINGSSAVINGS
GOING ON NOW AT MAJOR WORLD! 

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.
W

E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
  

$15,995
'13 FORD EXPLORER

34k miles, Stk#16607

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $3,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
� ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995

 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
           MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!
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Borough Beat

Students from Kent Prep in Bayside show off copies of the June 19-25 issue of the Bayside 
TImes, in which the letters to the editor that they wrote for a class project were featured. 

Photo courtesy of Kent Prep

State Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder on his Summer Mobile Office Tour, which will stop 
at local businesses, senior centers, and popular neighborhood parks in an effort to 
provide families with the opportunity to discuss concerns in the community.  

Photo courtesy of Goldfeder's office

State Senator Joseph Addabbo (l) congratulates new board 
members of the Forest Hills Volunteer Ambulance Corps af-
ter swearing them in at the organization's June meeting.
 Photo courtesy of Addabbo's office

New York City Council Majority Leader Jimmy Van 
Bramer honored the academic excellence of PS 
199’S fifth grade graduates in Sunnyside. In this pho-
to, he is joined by Isabelle Quan and Natalie Sheehan. 

Photo courtesy of Van Bramer's office

City Council member Elizabeth Crowley (l) met with 
more than a dozen parents at Rosemary’s Playground in 
Ridgewood to discuss what can be done to improve the 
area and make it a safe, fun space for families. 

Photo courtesy of Crowley's office

Arthur Fairchild attends a day program sponsored by 
the family organization AHRCNYC for adults with men-
tal challanges. This is the opening of his first art show at 
the Poppenhusen Institute in College Point. 

Photo courtesy of AHRCNYC

Graduates from the city's first pre-K class held in a public library, at the Queens Library's Woodhaven branch on Forest 
Parkway, wait for their diplomas. Photo by Michael Shain
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Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners

Studio $2,550*
Per Month 

All-Inclusive* Call us to schedule  
a visit today!

(718) 762-3198
www.flushinghouse.com

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne St.
Flushing, NY 11354

Parking available
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CONGRESSMAN
GREGORY W. MEEKS

U.S. House of Representatives
5th District – New York

– Paid for and authorized by Friends for Gregory Meeks –

Jamaica District Office
153-01 Jamaica Avenue

Jamaica, NY 11432
PH: (718) 725-6000
FX: (718) 725-9868

Rockaway District Office
67-12 Rockaway Beach Blvd.

Arverne, NY 11692
PH: (347) 230-4032

Washington D.C. Office
2234 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20215
PH: (202) 225-3461

Have a Happy and Safe
Independence Day

CONGRESSMAN

GREGORY W. MEEKS

U.S. House of Representatives
5th District - New York

Washington D.C. Office
2234 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20215
PH: (202) 225-3461

Jamaica District Office
153-01 Jamaica Avenue

Jamaica, NY 11432
PH: (718) 752-6000
FX: (718) 725-9868

Rockaway District Office
67-12 Rockaway Beach Blvd.

Arverne, NY 11692
PH: (718) 230-4032

Have a Happy and Safe 
Independence Day!
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ing murder in the neighbor-
hood by any means. There 
had actually been a number 
of murders of gay men in 
similar circumstances dur-
ing the ’80s.”

Shpuntoff grew up in 
Elmhurst. 

“I remember as a teenager 
my mother telling me to be 
careful as I walked by 37th 
Road—the gay cruising strip 
known as ‘Vaseline Alley’—
because gay men had been 
murdered there,” he said. 
The gay and lesbian commu-
nity began to organize to get 
the police to “respond prop-
erly.”

“Phase 2 began when Ed 
Sedarbaum founded Queens 
Gays and Lesbians United 
drawing non-gays to the 
Community United Method-
ist Church,” Shpuntoff said. 
“The third phase was Danny 
Dromm and the Queens Les-
bian and Gay Pride Commit-
tee. That’s where the political 
traction really began. Dromm 
said we had to show numbers, 

that tens of thousands of gay 
people in Queens were your 
friends and neighbors, and 
that’s how the parade was 
born.”

 Dromm had made a name 
for himself as an award-win-
ning, openly gay  teacher who 
took on the District 24 board 
over using the Children of 
the Rainbow Curriculum 
in public schools in 1992. He 
founded the Queens Pride Pa-
rade, which is now the second 
largest Pride event in New 
York City each year.

Shpuntoff was the official 
photographer during the pa-
rade’s first 20 years. He lives 
with his wife in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina where he is work-
ing on the final cut of “Julio 
from Jackson Heights,” the 
documentary he’s been work-
ing on since 2007.

“The film begins with the 
Julio Rivera murder to the 
first parade, it encapsulates 
all the changes that took 
place during the three years 
in between,” he said. Shpunt-
off is currently deciding 
which film festival he will 
submit his documentary to 
and he will eventually “bring 
it back” to Queens.

officials to take a stand.” 
Other LGBT community 

leaders, such as longtime Irish 
activist Brendan Fay and his 
husband, Tom Moulton, who 
were married in Canada, also 
joined the celebration, “The 
words with liberty and justice 
for all take on new meaning 
for the LGBT community,” Fay 
said. 

Fay helped gay couples trav-
el to Canada to get married, 
where same-sex marriage has 
been recognized since 2005. 

Jackson Heights residents 
Laura Cadorette and her wife 

Jessica Davis, who also joined 
the celebration, remembered 
when they had a hard time 
getting job benefits for each 
other.

 “I remember trying to put 
Jessica on my benefits and 
they called her “my person” 
and it made you feel like you 
didn’t matter, ” Cadorette said.  
“Now we matter.”

For Michael Mallon, presi-
dent of the Lesbian & Gay 
Democratic Club Queens, this 
was a pivotal moment in the 
gay rights movement and his 
personal life.

 “I remember being in 
eighth grade and sitting down 
in my house and thinking 
there is no way that I can be an 
openly gay person with a hap-

py life,” he said. “I  would have 
to live my life in the closet, 
always careful, I would never 
be able to marry the person 
I love. What a miserable life 
that would have been.” 

Dromm said invisibility 
was the greatest enemy of the 
LGBT community.

 “Coming out one by one to 
family, friends and neighbors 
- letting people know who we 
are really makes a difference. 
Discrimination and prejudice 
all come from same root - fear 
and ignorance. If we want to 
combat fear and ignorance, 
we need to teach people at a 
young age that discrimination 
is wrong.”  

Continued from Page 5 

Pride
Continued from Page 5 

Vigil

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT

 

 

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

companion.”
Several members of Con-

gress from Queens chimed 
in. U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) called it “another 
milestone in the great march 
toward our nation’s promise of 
equality for all.”

 She added, “Today we are 
a better country. Love has pre-
vailed.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) called the 
decision a watershed moment. 
“As we celebrate this momen-
tous victory for our gay, les-
bian, bisexual and transgen-
der brothers and sisters, let us 
also remember those we lost 
along the way,” Crowley said. 
“Those who came before us as 
activists, advocates, and allies 
who, when faced with bigotry 
and violence, did not shrink, 
but rather stood for the belief 
that discrimination based on 

a sexual orientation has abso-
lutely no place in the laws and 
policies of our country.”

Later in the day, Van Bram-
er and his husband Dan Hen-
drick released a statement that 
said, “We have been moved to 
tears this morning, knowing 
the pain and stigma of being 
unequal is lifted. Of knowing 
that our relationship and our 
love is recognized by our coun-
try and is just as valid, beauti-
ful and equal as any other.”

Continued from Page 5

Marriage

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

For nearly 50 years, docu-
mentary filmmaker Frederick 
Wiseman has captured the 
drama of the everyday by sim-
ply flicking on his camera. 

Since 1967, when he di-
rected his first film, “Titicut 
Follies”—a scathing condem-
nation of how inmates where 
treated at the Bridgewater 
(Mass.) State Hospital for the 
criminally insane—Wiseman 

has made a career out of fo-
cusing on institutions that he 
believes “are important for the 
functioning of society,” such as 
hospitals, police departments 
and high schools. 

Now Wiseman has turned 
his camera on Queens with his 
take on “the new face of immi-
grant America.”

“In Jackson Heights,” cur-
rently in post-production, 
was shot last summer over an 
eight-week period. The Boston-

based filmmaker, who turned 
85 in January, said he picked 
the neighborhood because it 
is a community of new immi-
grants. 

“It’s a bit like being on the 
Lower East Side of New York 
at the end of the 19th century,” 
Wiseman said. “There are people 
living here from South and Cen-
tral America, and from all over 
Asia—East Asia, Nepal, Bangla-
desh, Pakistan, India, Tibet—

Continued on Page 36

Ready for its
CLOSE-UP
Jackson Heights’ diversity stars in fi lmmaker  

Frederick Wiseman’s newest documentary 

Frederick Wiseman 
Photo courtesy John Ewing
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Answers in Sports

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

LUNCH SPECIALS
$795

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 12 NOON–3P.M.

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD
CAESAR

GARDEN
*ADD GRILLED CHICKEN + $3
*ADD GRILLED SHRIMP + $4

SANDWICHES
MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE

SAUSAGE & PEPPER
** PARMIGIANA ON REQUEST

Pasta 
Dishes

Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

NO SUBSTITUTIONS 
OR TAKEOUT

Open
July 4 th

On behalf of DQ Corona, 
we are reaching out to the 

everyday heroes in our local 
110th & 115th Precinct 
Police Departments. 
DQ would like to say 

THANK YOU for all you do 
daily to protect and serve 

our neighborhood and 
community at large. It is our 

pleasure to provide a 
50% discount for you at our 
local DQ Corona Restaurant.

DQ CORONA
37-39 Junction Blvd
Corona, NY 11368

718-639-1188

110th & 115th 

50% OFF
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PRODUCTIONS

“Guys and Dolls” — Luck 
be a lady, tonight, when the 
Rockaway Theatre Co. stages 
the classic American musical 
based on the stories of 
Damon Runyon.
When: July 10 - July 12, July 
16- July 19
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Fort Tilden, 

Far Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/
seniors and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Oklahoma!” — Maggie’s 
Little Theater presents the 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein II’s classic 
show that introduced the 
modern American musical to 

Broadway. 
When: July 18, July 24 and 
July 25, at 8 pm; July 19 and 
July 26, at 2:30 pm
Where: Maggie’s Little Theater, 
St. Margaret Parish Hall, 66-05 
79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/
seniors, $12/children 11 and 
under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Jul. 3-9, 2015

By Bill Deasy

Numbers Game
Across
1. Steamers
6. Birds in barns
10. Scattered, as seeds
14. Torah expert
15. Caspian Sea feeder
16. Canyon sound
17. Revolving door
recommendation
19. Not on the rocks
20. Treat like a dog?
21. Get rid of
22. Infuse with an 
antiseptic
24. Tennis star 
Kournikova
25. Witty Nash
26. Autumn bloomers
29. Bike, e.g.
33. March marchers
35. Calls the bet
36. Anger
37. Clamor
38. Gofer's jobs
41. Convent dweller
42. Motor oil abbr.
43. Smell
44. Skilled
46. The Story of The 
_______
50. Sciences' partner
51. One way to read
52. "No problem!"
54. Oriental dish of 
meat and rice (Var.)
56. Malaria symptom
57. Compact weapon
60. Windy City 
business district

61. Like cats and 
dogs
64. Elevator inventor
65. Mark's replacement
66. Sign of life
67. A fisherman may 
spin one
68. Poker variety
69. Piques

Down
1. Jockey's whip
2. Runner's 
assignment
3. Assist, in a way
4. Second degree?
5. Keep under wraps
6. Jesse James, e.g.
7. Habeas corpus, e.g.
8. On the ___ (fleeing)
9. Rode over snow

10. Name on an 
envelope
11. Queen Elizabeth, 
for one
12. Second baseman 
in a noted comedy 
routine
13. Musical mark
18. Bee or Em
23. Texas oil city
24. Biblical beast
25. "A Prayer for ___ 
Meany"
26. Center
27. Dickens's Heep
28. Petroleum 
derivative sold in 
drugstores
30. Japanese port
31. Explode
32. Monopoly income

34. "...upon receipt 
___"
39. Gave the cold 
shoulder
40. Marsh plant
45. Doris of "Pillow 
Talk"
47. Pass, as time
48. Verb in Rogaine 
ads
49. Bellow in the 
bookstore?
53. Oozes
54. Scheme
55. Smidgen
56. Air
57. Wrinkly fruit
58. Grated lemon rind
59. Bad day for Caesar
62. Lord's Prayer start
63. Starter's need

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SHOW THE WAY
B A L L S O M A N M O L E
A L I O N H A R E C H I A
T A K E A I L E S G E M S
W E S T P O I N T C A D E T

S C R T E A R
K O A H E R A D U R E S S
A R G O G U N S S E T T O
P O I N T O F N O R E T U R N
P U R E E F A R E T I E A
A T L A S T S E A L S P R

C L O T C A D
E X T R A P O I N T K I C K
E V O O C O N E E M A I L
R I O S A T T A R E L E E
S I T S T H O R S A L V O

Memoriesare made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363

FOLLOW US ON
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She makes journey from camera to canvas
BY ALLISON PLITT

When you look at any of 
Sharon Florin’s oil paintings, 
you could easily mistake them 
for photographs.  

In fact, Florin walks 
through the neighborhoods of 
Long Island City and Manhat-
tan taking photos of the city, 
using them as a basis for her 
paintings.  Most of Florin’s 
paintings depict exterior 
scenes of the city—buildings, 
bridges, subway stops, and pe-
destrians. 

Florin says one of the main 
influences on her painting is 
American realist painter Ed-
ward Hopper.  

“Edward Hopper painted 
street scenes bathed in light 
in a very special way and the 
light of the city is a big influ-
ence on my work,” she says.  

Florin has been painting 
in the same studio in Long Is-
land City since 1980, explain-
ing, “I work by natural light 
and I took the studio because 

of the windows and the north 
light.”  

Besides Hopper, Florin 
says she is also attracted to 
the work of the Precisionist 
artists Charles Sheeler and 
Charles Demuth.  

Florin explains, “I was 
very influenced by the Preci-
sionist painters.  They would 
paint industrial areas with 
very clean lines, geometic 
forms and smooth surfaces.”

Florin never starts with 
a white canvas.  She blocks 
in her canvas, painting with 
burnt umber and then adds 
a burnt sienna wash over the 
entire canvas.  This technique 
allows the subsequent col-
ors she paints to “pop off the 
canvas.”  She also uses rulers 
to create perspective for her 
very detailed architectural 
landscapes.

“The New York urban 
landscape is my subject,” Flo-
rin says.  

Although she was born This painting, “Queensboro Slice,” by Sharon Florin shows the view from the Queensboro Plaza elevated train 
station.  Photo courtesy Sharon Florin

Artist Sharon Florin creates photorealistic paintings in her Long Island City studio

Continued on Page 36

BY MERLE EXIT

The Museum of the Moving 
Image has in its collection at 
least two items connected to 
Robin Williams: the Mork cos-
tume he wore in the television 
series “Mork and Mindy” and 
the rubberized mask he used 
in the movie “Mrs. Doubt-
fire.” 

While Robin Williams was 
best known for his dazzling 
comic improvisations, his 
film work showed remarkable 
range. 

In his finest roles, like his 
Oscar-winning performance 
in “Good Will Hunting,” Wil-
liams conveyed a deep inner 
life and a wide range of feel-
ings, and despite his high-en-
ergy persona, he could work 
beautifully in a lower key. 

When pressed, MoMI cura-
tor David Schwartz points to 
three performances of the late 
actor, who killed himself last 
August,  as Williams’ finest 
screen performances, “Patch 
Adams,” “Popeye” and “Boule-
vard,” his final movie.

On Thursday, July 9, MoMI 
will host a preview screening 

of “Boulevard,” with director 
Dito Montiel on hand. 

In “Boulevard,” which 
premiered at the 2014 Tribeca 
Film Festival, Williams por-
trays Nolan Mack, a man who 
has worked at the same bank 
for almost 26 years. He and his 

wife Joy (Kathy Baker) have 
embraced their marriage as 
a convenient distraction from 
facing reality, each sleeping in 
separate rooms. Joy and No-
lan also have somewhat sepa-
rate social lives, with each 
doing their own thing some 

evenings.  
Then, one day, what starts 

as an aimless drive down an 
unfamiliar boulevard turns 
into a life-altering decision for 
Nolan. 

When he meets Leo (Rober-
to Aguire), a troubled young 

male prostitute, on that drive, 
Nolan finds himself breaking 
out of the confines of his old 
life and coming to terms with 
his closeted sexuality and de-
termination to help the young 
man as well.  

When Nolan comes home 
very late and his alibi is ques-
tioned, Joy simply accepts his 
word, never suspecting No-
lan’s other desire.  

Don’t expect any humor in 
the film, which drags at times. 
Do expect some fine acting 
from Williams and Baker and 
praise from the LGBT commu-
nity. 

“Boulevard” opens theatri-
cally July 17.  

Montiel, an Astoria native, 
read the script and thought 
that Williams would be perfect 
for the part of Nolan, since “he 
is someone who is always ready 
to explode. It was fun working 
with him and getting to know 
him in such a short time.” 

Outbursts of Williams’ hu-
mor occurred during takes, he 
said.

For tickets and further 
information go to www.mov-
ingimage.us.

Astoria's Museum of the Moving Image will screen Robin Williams' last film, "Boulevard," July 9.  
Photo courtesy Peter Aaron/Museum of the Moving Image

Robin Williams’ fi nal fi lm opens in Astoria
Museum of the Moving Image to screen late comedian’s last performance in ‘Boulevard’
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EVENTS

Fourth of July Fireworks — 
The 39th annual Macy’s 
Fourth of July spectacular 
lights up the sky over the 
East River.
When: Saturday, July 4, at 
dusk
Where: Fireworks can be 
viewed from anywhere that 
has an unobstructed view 
of the river. A special needs 
viewing area will be set up in 
LIC along Center Boulevard 
between 48th and 49th 
avenues. 

Festival de las Flores  — 
The Colombian tradition of 
creating Silletos, which are 
large medallions constructed 
of fl owers, is celebrated with 
demonstrations, music and 
dance performances. 
When: Saturdays, July 11, 
from 11 am - 4 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing

Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, 
$2/students with ID and 
children 3 - 12
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Literary Geographies: A 
Celebration of Queens 
Writers  — Writers, who call 
Queens home, will read from 
their works encompassing 
multiple culturals. 
When: Saturday, July 11, at 
4 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City  
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

MUSIC

Waterfront Concert Series 
— Central Astoria Local 
Development Coalition Inc. 
presents its 2015 weekly 
concert series. Up fi rst, 

July 9, The Cab Calloway 
Orchestra performs its 
brand of hot jazz. 
When: Thursdays, Through 
Aug. 13, at 7:30 pm
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Shore Boulevard between Hell 
Gate Bridge and the Pool
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: www.
centralastoria.org

Cast of “Beatlemania” — 
Rock out with this tribute to 
the Fab Four. 
When: Thursday, July 9, at 
7:30 pm
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven Boulevard 
and Forest Park Drive, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 235-4100
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Warm Up 2015 — The 
museum is celebrating the 
18th season of its outdoor 
music series, which brings 
the best in experimental live 
music, sound and DJs in a 
variety of genres. 
When: Saturdays through 
Sept. 5, from 3 pm - 9 pm, 
doors at noon
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City

Cost: $18/advance, $20/at 
door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.mopaps1.org

FILM

Movie Night in the 
Rockaways — Bring a 
blanket or low chair to watch 
the animated fi lm “The Iron 
Giant.”
When: Tuesday, July 7, at 
8 pm
Where: Beach 17th Street 
and Seagirt Boulevard, 
Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 318-4000
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Movie Night in Astoria — 
Bring a blanket or low chair and 
a picnic (no alcohol) to watch 
Angelina Jolie in “Malefi cent” 
as she tries to wreak havoc on 
Sleeping Beauty. 
When: Wednesday, July 8, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Astoria Heights 
Playground, 30th Road, 
between 45th and 46th 
streets, Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Outdoor Cinema 2014  — 
The annual international 
fi lm festival focuses on a 
different country or culture 
each Wednesday evening. 
Visitors can picnic on the 
grass, enjoy the waterfront 
or watch musical and dance 
performances before viewings 
of international fi lms on an 
outdoor screen with the 
backdrop of the Manhattan 
skyline. 
When: Wednesdays, Through 
pre-screening performance 
begins at 7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City  
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

KIDS & FAMILIES

Guerilla Storytime  — Pop-up 
readings with real librarians 
offer families a chance to hear 
stories and sing songs. 
When: Saturdays, Through 
Aug. 29, at 2 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City  
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Skats the Clown — Skats 
entertains kids of all ages 
with his confusing style of 
clown comedy mixed with 
magic. 
When: Saturday, July 4, from 
2 pm - 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest 
Park, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

SummerStage Kids: Shine 
and the Moonbeams — 
Shine and the Moonbeams 
bring the sounds of classic 
funk, soul, blues and jazz to 
young audiences.
When: Tuesday, July 7, at 
10:30 am
Where: Rufus King Park, 
Jamaica Avenue and 151st 
Street, Jamaica
Cost: Free

Puppets in the Park: ‘Brier 
Rabbit’ — “Brier Rabbit” 
tells the tale of the tricky 
rabbit, a sly fox, lovable bear 
and a wise turtle.
When: Wednesday, July 8, 
at 11 am
Where: 111th Street and 53rd 
Avenue, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, Corona
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560
Website: nycgovparks.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar



36    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, JUL. 3–9, 2015 TL

in Brooklyn, she grew up and 
lived most of her young adult 
life in Queens.  When Florin 
was 15, she attended a sum-
mer arts program at the US-
DAN Center for the Creative 
and Performing Arts on Long 
Island.  

“USDAN had just opened 
that summer,” she recalled.  
“I took a class where I was in-
troduced to oils and by the end 
of the summer I had decided I 
was going to be an artist.”

While in high school, she 
began taking Saturday classes 
at the Art Students League of 
New York.  Florin chose Adel-
phi University for the arts pro-
gram recommended by one of 
her teachers.  On her summers 
off from college, Florin contin-
ued to take lessons at the Art 
Students League.

“The League is a wonderful 
place because in any given class 
there will be people of all dif-
ferent ages, backgrounds, and 
skill levels.  The instructors 
will walk around, look at what 
you’re doing, and work with 
each student one-on-one.  Occa-
sionally they’ll do a demonstra-
tion as well.  It’s just a rarefied 
atmosphere,” Florin says.

As a student, Florin drew and 
painted from the model, but that 
would soon change.  She recalls, 
“When I was a student, I worked 
from the model and from life, 
but in 1978, I went to the Ninth 
Avenue Food Festival and I took 
photographs with a new cam-
era. There was one photograph 
that was just wonderful and I 
thought, ‘This would make a 
really great painting.’  I started 
working from my photographs 
and I’ve been painting that way 

ever since.”
Her artwork took a more 

abstract turn a decade later 
when Florin decided to paint 
the images reflecting off the 
new glass-paned buildings. 
“Around the late 1980s, I was 
noticing a lot of the new con-
struction, glass box buildings, 
that had these wonderful re-
flections of the older buildings 
that would become distorted.  
I was intrigued by the shapes 
that were created and I started 

painting them,” she says.
Since Florin has been 

painting New York for over 40 
years, she has seen neighbor-
hoods change significantly.  “A 
lot of the places that I painted 
over the years don’t exist any-
more.  I’m an urban documen-
tarian—capturing a bit of the 
history of the city that might 
remain, but more often than 
not—won’t.”

In her years as an award-
winning painter, she has had 
solo exhibitions, participated 
in group shows and received 
commissions from individu-
als to paint specific sites and 
buildings.  In recent years, she 
has taken up quilting and, as 
a member of the Empire Quilt 
Guild, participated in an exhib-
it at the Manhattan Borough 

President’s Office in June .  
It should come as no sur-

prise to anyone that many 
of her fiber-art quilts are ar-
rangements of fabrics with 
New York City themes.  Her 
hometown continues to in-
spire her.  

“I’m always looking up.  I’m 
always noticing things,” she 
says reflectively.  “I’ve lived in 
the city my whole life, but I’m 
constantly discovering things.  
You just have to look.”

Sharon Florin’s work is on 
exhibit at the Crescent Grill (38-
40 Crescent St. in Long Island 
City) until the end of July.  Her 
work can be seen at www.sha-
ronflorin.com and sjfnewyork.
blogspot.com. She can be con-
tacted at sjfstudio@aol.com.

Florin
Continued from Page 34 

This painting by Sharon Florin shows the reflection of the 
Queensboro Bridge in a Long Island City building’s windows.  

Photo courtesy Sharon Florin

Artist Sharon Florin works out of this Long Island City studio.  
Photo by Allison Plitt

and they’re all living side by side 
in reasonable harmony.”

Wiseman was thrilled to 
have an opportunity to make 
this film about the day-to-day 
lives of these people, and to 
share their ordinary experi-
ences at work, in the stores 
they run or shop in, and in 
their schools, as well as in the 
various places where they like 
to meet, like restaurants, cafes 
and beauty parlors.

Wiseman thinks that like 
many Queens neighborhoods 
Jackson Heights is evolving 

and changing for the better.
In some ways, the film 

seems to reflect that fact, and is 
therefore quite relevant since 
there are so many New York-
ers and tourists who are famil-
iar with Jackson Heights and 
often visit to browse and shop 
for authentic ethnic items, like 
those sold in Little India.

And Jackson Heights is 
considered Queens eating 
at its best. There’s no short-
age of international eateries, 
serving up down-home dishes 
along the area’s main drags of 
Roosevelt Avenue and North-

ern Boulevard.
“In Jackson Heights” is 

Wiseman’s ninth film shot in 
New York. It is scheduled for 
a fall release and will air on 

PBS, one of Wiseman’s primary 
funders, sometime next year. 

From 120 hours of footage, 
the filmmaker is currently 
whittling down his documen-
tary through an intense edit-
ing process, until the finished 
product emerges.

Skillfully capturing the feel 
and flavor of the neighborhood 
and its dynamic vibe, he choos-
es all kinds of subjects that his 
audiences can relate to—poor, 
rich and middle-class people—
in different situations and in a 
variety of locations. 

An integral part of his sig-
nature filmmaking style is the 
lack of interviews, narration, 
and added music or lighting.

Explaining the driving force 
behind these films, Wiseman 
said he’s trying to give people 
“a sense of contemporary life as 

it’s lived and expressed through 
these institutions, which are 
common in all societies.”

Which comes at a price.
If all goes well and the 

crowd-funding through Kick-
starter is a success, the docu-
mentary will be completed on 
schedule and introduce Jack-
son Heights to his longtime 
fans and new audiences. 

“I had a great time making 
this film. The shooting was, 
as always, a great adventure. 
I met people from many differ-
ent cultures whose life experi-
ences were very different than 
mine,” Wiseman said.

Check out a rough-cut 
sneak peek of the film at 
https://vimeo.com/126135695. 
You can also access the Kick-
starter campaign at http://
kck.st/1H3dZgO.

Continued from Page 31 
WISEMAN

Mariachi band, Mariachi Flor de Toloache, performs in Frederick Wiseman’s documentary “In Jackson 
Heights.” Photo courtesy Zipporah Films

In this scene from Frederick Wiseman's "In Jackson Heights," participants take part in a taxi training class.  
Photo courtesy Zipporah Films
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,
www.elcaribecaterers.com

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
M&V LIMOUSINES
1117 Jericho Tpke. Commack, NY 11725  
(800) 498-5788, www.mvlimo.com

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY TOM MOMBERG

They are an American phe-
nomenon — drinking estab-
lishments where bartenders 
spend more time texting on 
their phones than assisting 
customers, or where patrons 
keep their eyes glued to tele-
visions rather than talking to 
the person next to them.

So when business partners 
Joe Figliolia and Dan Berk-
ery set up shop in the heart of 
Ridgewood, they strived to du-
plicate the European beer cul-
ture: Social bartenders, good 
ale and no TVs.

The owners spent a fair 
amount of time in Amster-
dam and realized drinking 
was much more social and re-
laxed.

“We wondered is this some-
thing we could do back home?” 
Figliolia said. “The more we 
thought about it and talked 
about it, it was something we 
thought about at this stage in 
life: We could do something we 
wanted to do more than some-
thing we could make money 
at. I didn’t want to get into the 
bar business just to be in the 
bar business.”

Figliolia and Berkery 
opened The Monk, a Belgian 
beer bar, in December. Figli-
olia said he and his partner like 
the business model, because it 
gives them the opportunity to 
meet good people in a diverse 
neighborhood and spend their 
time sharing stories.

“It takes some getting used 

to for some people. It’s not for 
everybody, but if people give 
it a shot, people often surprise 
themselves,” which Figliolia 
said is because people are gen-
erally good-natured and want 
to make connections with oth-
er people, not stare at a televi-
sion.

The owners said it took sev-
eral years to find a location in 

a Brooklyn or Queens neigh-
borhood they saw as a good fit. 
As former residents of Ridge-
wood, they finally settled on 
their location, 67-68 Fresh 
Pond Road

Ridgewood has been iden-
tified by the city as one of the 
next neighborhoods with tre-
mendous potential for growth 
and change. Figliolia said that 

was not a determining factor 
for starting his business in the 
neighborhood. Even with all 
the changes in the neighbor-
hood, a Belgian beer bar is a 
stretch, serving a very specific 
niche of patrons

“We had a history here, and 
we knew Ridgewood was a sol-
id working-class area. So we 
just kind of came full circle,” 
Figliolia said.

The Monk specializes in 
Belgian beer styles, which 
generally have higher alcohol 
content and cost a little more. 
The bar still offers a range of 
craft beer from breweries like 
Founders, Oscar Blues, La-
gunitas, Hennepin and Stone, 
as well as a moderate wine se-
lection.

The bar offers 32 bottle 
beers and eight on tap. Though 
sample flights are not offered, 
free draught samples are giv-
en to help customers choose 
something to their liking. 

The bar also has a large 
open-floor plan with plenty of 
seating, as well as a spacious 
backyard patio. It serves some 
German and Bavarian-influ-
enced snacks, too, like cheese 
and meat platters and fresh 
daily hand-made Laugen pret-
zels.

A happy hour runs from 5 
to 7 p.m. Monday thru Friday 
for $1 off any beer. 

Visit http://www.the-
monknyc.com/ for hours and 
additional information.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 

G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 

word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 

a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month

Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Co-owner Joe Figliolia (above) pours a beer from the tap of his new busi-
ness venture in Ridgewood, The Monk. Figliolia (r.) speaks with a custom-
er about Belgian beers.  Photos by Tom Momberg

A sip of Brussels in Ridgewood
Southwest Queens watering hole, The Monk, offers Belgian brews in European-style bar
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country, not a third world 
country.”

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
the first Greek American to 
be elected to the City Council, 
preached calm. 

“The Greek people have a 
rich history of moving forward 
during moments of difficulty,” 
he said. “I am hopeful that 
they will persevere again.”

Astoria is not the only com-
munity affected by the crisis. 
Across the borough in Flush-
ing, Joakim Valasiadis, an 

Associate Priest at the Greek 
Orthodox Shrine Church of 
St. Nicholas, said, “We are 
concerned — very, very, very 
concerned for the future of our 
motherland.”

Valasiadis was born in Ath-
ens and left Greece during the 
post-war years, coming to New 
York in 1950. He believes if 
Greece were to pull out of the 
Eurozone, it could be “cata-
strophic for the entire area of 
Europe” and a terrible mis-
take for Greece.

“It is time for all Europe-
ans to join their hands, their 
minds, their souls and find 
solutions,” he said. “It is not a 
time to divide because this is 

exactly what’s been happen-
ing. Division gets us nowhere. 
With unity we can conquer all 
evils.”

Valasiadis had a final piece 
of advice. 

“It’s time for all the people 
to fall on their knees and start 
praying,” he said. “I believe 
the people in Greece, along 
with their leaders, should 
find their responsibilities 
and discover what has gone 
wrong.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

men in a room,.” p
After Smith was sentenced, 

Tabone and his family entered 
the courtroom. Tabone’s attor-
ney, Samuel Braverman, also 
asked for leniency and men-
tioned that Tabone had been 
sober after 15 months of not 
drinking.

Smith sent a letter to the 
judge before he was sentenced, 
but Tabone chose to address 
the court and the judge.

 “I accept full responsibil-
ity,” Tabone said tearfully, cit-
ing the “dire consequences” of 
his actions. “My conduct here 
was dead wrong.”

Karas responded by saying 
he never understood Tabone’s 
place in the scheme, 

“Smith was greedy with 
power, Halloran, who I will re-
member for the rest of my life, 
brazenly lied. [Tabone’s] story 
is the most perplexing and 
tragic in this case.”

In the elaborate bribery and 
fraud scheme that took place 
from November 2012 through 
April 2013, Smith, Tabone and 
Halloran participated in two 
overlapping corruption plots 
that involved the payment of 
bribes to obtain a Wilson-Pak-
ula certificate, a way to run for 
office on another party line.  

Smith is scheduled to re-
port to prison in September, 
while Tabone asked to begin 
his term in October.

Smith was first elected to 
the state Senate in November 
2000 in the district covering 
Jamaica and surrounding 
neighborhoods.  He served as 
the Senate’s minority and ma-
jority leader and acting lieu-
tenant governor.

He authorized the payment 
of $110,000 in cash bribes for 
Queens Republican Party 
leaders, including Tabone, to 
allow him to run for mayor on 
the Republican ticket, accord-
ing to testimony at his trial. 
Smith also agreed to use his 
influence to help steer almost 

$500,000 in state funds to an 
undercover FBI agent and a 
cooperating witness for a real 
estate project in Spring Valley 
in exchange for  paying bribes 
on his behalf.

During the scheme, Joseph 
Savino, the chairman of the 
Bronx Republican Party, and 
other party leaders met with 
an undercover agent to ac-
cept the cash bribes. Tabone 
accepted a $25,000 bribe and 
Savino similarly accepted a 
$15,000 cash bribe, both expect-
ed more money later on, trial 
testimony showed. In return 
for his efforts in negotiating 
the bribes, Halloran accepted 
$15,500 as a down payment and 
expected to be appointed first 
deputy mayor if Smith was 
elected mayor.

Additionally, Tabone was 
convicted of witness tamper-
ing when he attempted to per-
suade former Queens County 
Republican Party Chairman 
Philip Ragusa not to testify 
against him. 

will be completed in 2017. But 
first, the city will determine 
which bus stops should have 
the clocks. The transporta-
tion department  is basing 
their decision on such fac-
tors as ridership levels, the 
neighborhood’s dependency 
on buses and their proximity 
to facilities like hospitals and 
schools. 

“I’d like to thank Borough 

President Katz for commit-
ting valuable funds to this 
very important transporta-
tion investment,” said Polly 
Trottenberg, the DOT’s com-
missioner. “Bus countdown 
clocks make a real differ-
ence in real time for custom-
ers and we look forward to 
the program expanding in 
Queens and beyond.”

Reach reporter Eric Jankie-
wicz by e-mail at ejankiewicz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

support another non-profit that 
provides entertainment and 
culture to the neighborhood,” 
HPPC President Rob Basch 
said, adding that the short 

films screened during Skyline 
Cinema are produced locally.

The Catos will screen more 
shorts for Skyline Cinema’s 
final date on Sept. 19. That 
 feature film will be selected 
after suggestions from the 
community.

“We feel so honored to bring 
these films, those from around 
the world and some produced 
by neighbors, to our commu-
nity,” Cato said. “It’s a great 
time to be telling the truth and 
that’s what all of these films 
do. They tell people’s stories.”

sports and physical activity 
by taking advantage of all 
public space options, ideally 
by way of increased access to 
athletic fields.”

DEP Associate Commis-
sioner of Public Affairs Eric 
Landau testified before the 
Council during the hearing, 
saying the agency would be-
gin immediate discussions 
with local athletic groups 
about entering into a memo-
randum of understanding for 
an athletic field at the 47th 
Street site.

The DEP may need the 
land, but not until after 2021, 
when the agency may have 
to install underground fix-
tures, temporarily halting 
use by athletic organizations. 
The memorandum would 

otherwise permit an organi-
zation to use the green space 
as a practice field, but would 
have to maintain and secure 
the site and the adjacent wa-
terfront.

The DEP said it would 
begin the site remediation 
and construction of the aera-
tion facility in the coming 
months. 

Environmental groups 
like Riverkeeper and the 
Newtown Creek Alliance 
have opposed aeration proj-
ects on the creek, because 
no environmental impact 
or health studies have been 
conducted to deem whether 
aeration of a waterway that 
contains a combined sewage 
outflow is safe. They are still 
working to fight the third 
and final facility, proposed in 
Maspeth for the Dutch Kills 
tributary.

way to one travel lane in each 
direction, creating room for 
more parking and a two-way 
protected bike lane. Other 
safety and mobility enhance-
ments include new pedestrian 
crossings, expanded pedestri-
an space and curb extensions 
that will cut down the crossing 
distance.

Ferreras will host another 
town hall later this month and 
CB 4 will vote on the plan in 
September. Meanwhile, state 
Assemblyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights) thinks 
the DOT should make whole-
sale changes to the plan such 
as putting the bike lane inside 
the park and that the “road 
diet” will create additional 
traffic congestion, which may 
result in more accidents and 
air pollution.

“As a longtime supporter 
of improved traffic safety and 
bike lanes, I would like to see 
improvements made to 111th 
Street,” Moya said. “I just 
want to make sure that the 
changes are both reasonable 
and community-sensitive. I 
want a safer community for all 
and that’s why I’m calling on 
the DOT to come back to the 
table with proposals that work 
for everyone.”

or,” City Councilman Costa 
 Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “This street is more 
like a highway than a street, 
with heavy trucks speeding 
between bridges and tun-
nels. These Vision Zero im-
provements will make the 
street home to major senior 
and youth developments, 
safer for pedestrians and 
drivers from across the com-
munity.”

The project will include 
a new pedestrian crossing 
at 29th Avenue through a 
new traffic signal; enhanced 
lighting to improve visibility 
at night by upgrading exist-
ing street lights to brighter 
LED lights; improved land 
markings and 12 painted 
curb extensions to shorten 
the crossing distance at nine 
intersections.

“For too long 21st Street 
has been known as a deadly 
speedway and the improve-
ments we are introducing 
will help put an end to the 

reckless driving that has 
claimed too many lives,” 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said. “I applaud Commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg 
and the DOT for hearing the 
neighborhood’s concerns 
and implementing concrete 
solutions that will begin im-
proving traffic safety for all 
residents of Astoria, Raven-
swood and Queensbridge.”

Several civic leaders had 
more praise for Trottenberg. 
April Simpson, President of 
the Queensbridge Tenants 
Association, called her “a 
lovely beast” for all of her ac-
complishments in the area 
over the last 1 1/2 years.

Bob Piazza, the longtime 
chairman of CB1’s Trans-
portation Committee, said, 
“She’s the only commis-
sioner who came to Astoria 
and knew each of our trouble 
spots —  21st, 31st Street and 
Vernon Boulevard. Each with 
a different set of problems 
and she’s fixing them all.”

The project is expected 
to be completed in just a few 
weeks.
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

There were no titles brought 
home to Queens this season 
despite the borough producing 
some of the city’s top talent.

The season’s biggest story 
was a young Monsignor Mc-
Clancy team that got hot late 
before falling just one win shy 
of reaching the CHSAA ‘AA’ 
championship. A green Mol-
loy squad found its groove and 
orchestrated another deep 
playoff run. St. Francis Prep, 
Holy Cross and Christ the 
King also put together fine 
campaigns.

Cardozo won its division, 
but wasn’t able to repeat as 
PSAL Class ‘AA’ city champi-
ons. The Judges suffered a loss 
to James Madison in the quar-
terfinals. Francis Lewis and 
John Bowne were right with 
Dozo at the top of the division.

So many teams had memo-
rable seasons and here are the 
top players who made it all 
happen. 

All-Queens Player of the 

Year: Charlie Neuweiler, Mon-
signor McClancy 

There were plenty of con-
tributors to McClancy’s sur-
prise success, but none was 
bigger than this sophomore, 
who pitched beyond his years. 
The lanky righty went 10-2 
with a sparkling 1.28 ERA. He 
tossed a no-hitter and aver-
aged 10 strikeouts per game. 
It was Neuweiler, despite not 
having his best stuff, who 
pitched McClancy past Molloy 
and into the winner’s bracket 
final.
All-Queens Coach of the 

Year: Nick Melito, Monsignor 
McClancy

The veteran manager or-
chestrated one of McClancy’s 
best seasons in recent years. 
Melito got the most out of a 
young and talented group and 
made them believe they were 
as good as any team in the city. 
The Crusaders responded by 
placing second in Brooklyn/
Queens and coming within a 

win of reaching the CHSAA 
baseball final. His energy and 
encouragement kept the group 
believing.  
All-Queens Baseball First 

Team:

3B Daniel Alfonzo, Bayside
The son of former Met Ed-

gardo Alfonzo certainly lived 
up to his name. The sopho-
more batted .479 with a 1.208 
slugging percentage, thanks to 
16 extra-base hits. He smashed 
eight home runs. Alfonso is 
also a strong defensive third 
baseman.
OF/P Aaron Ammirati, 
 Construction

Ammirati remained a se-
rious dual threat for the Red 
Hawks. The senior posted a 
.404 average, scored 13 runs 
and stole 13 bases. He also 
went 5-3 on the mound with a 
sterling 1.88 ERA in one of the 
best divisions in the city. 
2B Noah Cabrera, Cardozo

The junior built off his 
strong sophomore season to 

Continued on Page 45

McClancy Coach, Nick Melito, addresses team after CHSAA Class AA Playoff Game between Molloy and 
McClancy, at St. John's University. Robert Cole

St. John’s coach Chris Mullin has increased the firepower of his team 
with the addition of Federico Mussini. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Boro’s best in baseball
Despite lack of titles, Queens teams had lots of talent

Top Italian guard 
commits to St. John’s

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Chris Mullin has stepped 
up the rebuilding of the St. 
John’s roster. 

The new St. John’s men’s 
basketball coach signed 
talented Italian guard Fed-
erico Mussini last week. The 
6-foot Mussini turned down 
Gonzaga and opted to stop 
his professional career with 
Reggio Emilia, of the Italian 
League’s first division, so that 
he could join the Red Storm. 
He is the No. 13-ranked Eu-
ropean prospect in his class, 
according to EuroHoopes.
com, and is ranked No. 7 by 
DraftExpress.com. 

“Federico is a crafty guard 
who will be an important 
piece of our roster,” Mullin 
said. “Federico handles the 
ball well, he can score in a 
variety of ways and has play-
making skills that will con-
tinue to develop as he works 
with our coaching staff. His 
team-first mentality and un-
selfish approach to the game 
are exactly what we strive for 
as a program.”  

Mussini will be one of 
four international players 
on the Red Storm’s roster 
next year, along with sopho-
more forward and fellow 
Italian Amar Albegovic, in-
coming freshman Yankuba 
Sima (Spain) and Missouri 

State graduate transfer Ron 
M’Vouika (France). He joins a 
roster that lost eight scholar-
ship players from last year’s 
NCAA tournament team, in-
cluding transferring center 
Chris Obekpa and guard Ry-
sheed Jordan, who left to pur-
sue and professional career. 
Mussini, who was originally 
recruited by former coach 
Steve Lavin, is happy to be 
coming to New York to play 
for Mullin.  

“I am very excited to be 
a Johnny,” said Mussini. “I 
selected St. John’s most of 
all because of Coach Mullin 
and the entire coaching staff. 
I think Coach Mullin will 
help me to develop my game 
thanks to his experience 
from a Hall of Fame career. 
I believe that this staff can 
take me to another level.”  

Mussini helped lead the 
Italian Under-18 national 
team to a sixth place finish 
at the European Champion-
ships in 2014. He was named 
to the All-Tournament team 
after averaging 22.6 points 
and four rebounds per game 
while shooting 42.9 percent 
from 3-point range. At the 
2012 Jordan Brand Clas-
sic International game, he 
scored a game-high 21 points, 
as well as grabbing four re-
bounds and dishing out four 
assists. 
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WE HAVE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

1.9%
PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED SALES

EVENT!

$AVEBIG BUCKS NOW
DURING OUR...

    Hunting for a Good Deal? Look    

2011 NISSAN PATHFINDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #21037T

$16,995

2009 HONDA ACCORD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

34K MILES #21301T

$12,995

2003 HONDA CR-V
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

98K MILES #21306T

$6,995

2013 HONDA ODYSSEY
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

4K MILES #21364T

$29,995

2011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

16K MILES #21391T

$29,995

2009 TOYOTA AVALON
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF.,

AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 48K MILES #21402

$14,995

2010 HONDA ACCORD EX-L
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, SNRF., AM/FM, CD,

LTHR., 41K MILES #21420T

$14,995

2008 NISSAN ROGUE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

116K MILES #21443T

$6,995

2011 SUBARU IMPREZA WRX
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

44K MILES #21499T

$23,995

2012 TOYOTA PRIUS 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

44K MILES #21507

$15,995

2012 TOYOTA SIENNA XLE LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF., 

AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 26K MILES #21505

$25,995

2010 TOYOTA SIENNA XLE LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

42K MILES #21882T

$21,995
MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 

ALL OFFERS END 5/19/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE

...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED
CALL LIZ @ 718-445-2525

4X4

AWD

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

7 PASSENGER
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www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525

2009 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

39K MILES #21519T

$12,995

2009 TOYOTA CAMRY SE V6
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

60K MILES #21520

$12,995

2011 TOYOTA AVALON LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

LTHR., 18K MILES #21548T

$19,995

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

21K MILES #21590T

$22,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

45K MILES #21684T

$12,995

2010 TOYOTA COROLLA 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

106K MILES #21665T

$6,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

45K MILES #21684T

$15,995

2010 TOYOTA VENZA AWD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #21711

$17,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER SE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

31K MILES #21727T

$22,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER SE
AUTO, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

80K MILES #21747T

$17,995

2012 TOYOTA COROLLA 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

29K MILES #21789T

$13,995

2005 TOYOTA SOLARA SE V6
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

77K MILES #21817T

$10,995

WE WANT YOUR

TRADE!
FREE Portable Navigation 

with Purchase

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 
ALLOFFERSEND5/19/15 CONSUMERAFFAIRSLIC#0923677FID#7071878

  No Further...Great Deals in Sight!
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Sabrina Xieng, like many 
young kids, grew up saying she 
wanted to study at Harvard, 
never thinking she would ac-
tually get the chance.

“It was a dream to me ever 
since I was a little girl,” the 
Benjamin Cardozo senior said. 
“I would joke around and say 
I wanted to go there. I didn’t 
think it would become a real-
ity.”

Not only will Xieng be 
studying at Harvard, she will 
also be a member of its ten-
nis team, after a stellar four-
year career with the Judges. 
In addition, she has a better-
than-100 grade point average. 

She went undefeated in 
league play over her career 
and won the PSAL girls’ tennis 
singles championship twice. 
She was also instrumental in 
her team winning a Mayor’s 
Cup crown and reaching two 
city championship matches. 
All of her accolades earned her 
the league’s Wingate Award, 
given to the top senior student-
athlete in each of their respec-
tive sports. 

“It’s inspiring really,” 
Xieng said. “It’s a prestigious 
honor, just to know that all my 
dedication and hard work over 

the years paid off. It’s really 
rewarding.”

Xieng’s tennis career, 
which is taking her to Har-

vard, started by chance. A 
family friend asked her, along 
with her father, Jeff, and her 
sister Christina to accompany 

them to Arthur Ashe Kids’ 
Day for the US Open at the U.S. 
Tennis Center when she was 8 
years old.

Afterward, her sister asked 
her if she was interested in 
taking lessons with her there. 
The skill ran in the family, 
as her dad was an excellent 
ping-pong player and picked 
up tennis quickly. Sabrina did 
the same and was told early on 
that she was good and should 
stick with it.

“We would go to the park 
and just hit with each other,” 
she said. “We started doing 
lessons and people started say-
ing you have some talent and I 
just kept going with it.” 

She is currently the No. 74 
ranked player in her age group 
by the USTA and is in the top 
five on the East Coast.

Xieng played while suf-
fering from a stress fracture 
in her shin this spring, not 
knowing how severe the in-
jury was.       

“I was in pain, but it was 
not so much where I thought 
there was something that I 
had to rest for so long, so I 
played through it,” she said 
“I played through injuries 
 before.”

It is that type of dedication 
in the classroom and on the 
court that earned her all her 
accolades, as well as the op-
portunity to attend her dream 
school of Harvard.

St. John’s fans will need 
programs to identify the guys 
in the Red Storm uniforms 
next season and that’s a good 
thing.  

Any real remnants of the 
Steve Lavin era are now gone 
as Chris Mullin begins his 
first season as men’s basket-
ball coach. The program and 
its scholarship players will 
all be his except for sparsely 
used forward Christian Jones 
and guard Felix Balamou. 
The baggage left behind from 
last year’s NCAA tournament 
team is gone. 

They shouldn’t be missed.  
Shot-blocking center Chris 

Obekpa became the latest 
to leave when the school an-

nounced last week that he was 
transferring before his senior 
year. This is the same kid who 
nearly bolted last season be-
fore changing his mind and 
returning, who was suspend-
ed for the NCAA tournament 
after reportedly testing posi-
tive for marijuana and who 
was ejected twice last season.  

Super-talented guard Ry-
sheed Jordan, who just fin-
ished his sophomore year, 
elected to turn pro. He was 
disciplined by Lavin mul-
tiple times during his career 
and was reportedly going to 
be ruled academically ineli-
gible for the coming season 
had he stayed. Center Adonis 
De La Rosa also transferred 
after not playing a game for 
the Johnnies as a freshman 
because he was academically 
ineligible. 

Those kids posses plenty 
of basketball talent. Still, you 
are much better off reshaping 
the program without the play-
ers who were at the heart of 
the many of its former off-the-

court issues. Their presence 
doesn’t propel you forward. It 
ultimately holds you back.   

Could the loss of their 

skills hinder the Red Storm 
next season? Of course. But 
long term it will prove benefi-
cial to not have them on the 
roster. You need everyone on 
the same page when you are 
trying to establish a culture 
of greater accountability and 
a heightened work ethic. Why 
would you want players with 
Jordan and Obekpa’s off-the-
court track records being 
your leaders?  

There will be plenty of tal-
ent in Queens next season. Mul-
lin added a little bit more with 
the signing of talented Italian 
guard Federico Mussini over 
the weekend. He joins a fresh-
man class that also includes 
Marcus Lovett Jr. and Malik 
Ellison along with sophomore 
forward Amar Alibegovic and 
a number of transfers and ju-
nior college commits.

The new kids are here be-
cause they already buy into 
the type of working ethic and 
discipline Mullin, a worka-
holic himself, is trying to 
make the program’s calling 

card. Their commitment can 
immediately be rewarded 
with valuable playing time 
and experience from day one. 
It will only have them more 
prepared for the coming years 
with the Johnnies.

St. John’s fans can still 
take pride in the days and 
careers of graduated se-
niors D’Angelo Harrison, 
Phil Greene IV, Sir’Dominic 
Pointer and Jamaal Branch. 
Pointer was drafted by Cleve-
land Cavaliers with the 53rd 
pick in the second round of 
the NBA Draft and he and his 
classmates earned every bit of 
the emotion and appreciation 
fans have for them.      

However, don’t stress over 
the loss of Jordan and Obekpa 
and don’t wonder how things 
could go if they were still in 
Queens. Their departures are 
what is best for the long-term 
health of the program.  

There are no big reminders 
of the Red Storm last regime 
remaining, just a clear path 
forward to a new era. 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Chris Obepka’s many off-the-court 
problems weighed down the Red 
Storm.

St. John’s fresh start can really get going now 

Dozo tennis ace Xieng heads to Harvard

Cardozo's Sabrina Xieng (l.) poses with coach Neil Baskin after taking home the girls' tennis Wingate Award.  
Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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help the Judges reach the 
quarterfinals. Cabrera batted 
a whopping .524 with 11 RBI 
and 11 stolen bases. The slick 

fielder was also a catalyst in 
the leadoff spot.   
SS Shawn Harrison, Holy 
Cross 

Harrison stepped up and 

had the best season of his 
career. The two-year start-
er batted .373 with 19 runs 
scored and 17 RBI. The junior 
smacked nine doubles on the 
way to posting a .542 slugging 
percentage. 
P Scott Hannon, Archbishop 
Molloy

Hannon, one of the few 
seniors on an inexperienced 
Molloy team, led by example. 
The St. Thomas Aquinas-
bound righty went 6-3 with a 
2.00 ERA and 70 strikeouts in 
65 innings. He also hit .300 in 
the middle of the order.
CF Quentin Holmes, 
 Monsignor McClancy

There may not be a more 
athletically gifted player in 
the borough. The blazing fast 
sophomore was all over the 
bases for the Crusaders and 
tracked down everything that 
was hit to center. He hit .350 
with four home runs and 18 
stolen bases.
LF Kevin Linitz, Archbishop 
Molloy

The junior was a major 
spark plug for Molloy as its 
No. 2 hitter all season. Linitz 
posted a .406 average and led 
the team in extra base hits and 
stolen bases. He also flashes 
some fine leather in left.  
P Jonathan Rosero, Holy Cross

The Villanova-bound 
righty was the ace for the 

Knights. He went 5-3 with a 
1.78 ERA, while striking out 
45 batters in 42 innings and 
allowing just 25 hits.  Rosero 
tossed a complete game four-
hitter versus Xaverian with-
out walking a batter.
P/1B Demitri Sanchez, 
 Cardozo

The senior took over the 
role as the team’s best all-
around player after the grad-
uation of Keith Rogers. San-
chez went 5-0 on the mound 
with a 1.31 ERA. He also hit 
.449 with 20 runs scored and 
19 RBI.
1B Jordan Santiago, 
St. Francis Prep

The Adelphi-bound slugger 
was the Terriers’ most reliable 
bat. Santiago hit .500 with 12 
triples, 17 RBI and five stolen 

bases. SFP is going to miss his 
production at the plate and 
sure glove at first. 
2B Andrew Santora, 
 Monsignor McClancy

It’s hard to have the sea-
son the Crusaders did without 
a clutch batter and Santora 
was exactly that as a senior. 
He posted a .325 average and 
slugged three home runs out 
of the No. 3 slot. Santora also 
made all the plays at second.  
SS/P Quinsy Tunstall, 
 Francis Lewis

The senior did a little bit 
of everything for the Patriots. 
He batted .574 with 21 runs 
scored, 16 RBI, a 1.12 slugging 
percentage and 10 stolen bases. 
Tunstall also saw time on the 
mound, allowing one run in 7 
2/3 innings of work. 

Honorable mention

1B Jonathan Arroyo,
Holy Cross  
CF Chris Armas, 
Archbishop Molloy
C Albert Casado, Academy of 
American Studies.
P/3B Aldwin Corona, Cardozo
2B Shawn Griffin, 
Beach Channel 
LF/P Elvis Torres Devargas, 
John Bowne  
C Anthony Fanelli, 
Monsignor McClancy
CF Conor McGee, 
St. Francis Prep
P Chris Pannetti, Christ the 
King
1B/P Anthony Payano, 
 Francis Lewis
3B/P Christopher Pichardo, 
Newtown
P Matt Treibel, St. Francis Prep

Baseball

Charlie Neuweiler delivers pitch dur-
ing CHSAA Class AA Playoff Game 
between Molloy and McClancy. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Continued from Page 41

AARP gives you the information to 
help care for your loved ones, just like 
they did with you once. You don’t have 
to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for 
help. Visit our website or call now to 
get practical health and wellness tips 
to provide even better care for those 
who once took care of you.
We provide you information to 
give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885
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ELECT OPTIMUM
MATTRESS SETS

INSTANTLY ON SELECT SEALY POSTUREPEDIC HYBRID 
ADJUSTABLE MATTRESS SETS

FREE Delivery, Set-up & Removal
On All Stearns & Foster, Sealy Optimum, Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid And Tempur-Pedic Mattress Sets. 

$200UP TO

ON SELECT 
SEALY POSTUREPEDIC HYBRID

MATTRESSES

$400UP TO

ON 
REFLEXION

POWER BASES

PLUS

$400UP TO

ON 
REFLEXION

ADJUSTABLE BASES

LUS

O $999, 12 MONTHS ON PURCHASES OF $1,000-$1,999 AND 24 MONTHS ON PURCHASED OF $2,000 - $3,499. 36 MONTHS ON PURCHASES OF $3,500-$4,499, 48 MONTHS ON PURCHASES OF



†Discounts deducted from P.C. Richard & Son New Low PricePP offers, cannot be combined with any other P.C. Richard & Son promotion. Percent discounts, shall not apply to and exclude: Computers, Monitors, Printers, Tpp ablets, eReaders, Prepaid Cards, Video Game Consoles, Apple, Designer Appliances, select Polk,TT Klipsch, Weber Grills, Bose, Samsung TV’s, Sony TV’ ’s, 
GE Cafe & GE profile Appliances, prior sales, dealers, clearances, special sale items, P.C. Richard & Son Gift Cards, or competitive ads. We reserve the right to limit quantities. ††If within 30 days of your purchase from P.C. Richard & Son you should see a lower advertised price from any “Brick and Mortar”PP or “Authorized Online” retailer, we will gladly mail you a check for 100% of the
difference. Only retailers that are designated by the manufacturer as authorized shall be considered to qualify within this policyll . Our Low Price Guarantee applies to all brand new merchandise with the exact model numbeyy r.ee Excludes: going out of business sales, one-of-a-kinds, limited quantities, discontinued items, installations, delivery, rebates, extended seryy vice, financing, free giveaways 
and bundle offers (See Store For Details). Effective 10/12. Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. Not responsible for photographic or typographical errors.
© 2015 P.C. RICHARD & SOPP N

WAS $499

guarantee
PRICE MATCH

We Service What We Sell 
by our very own 

factory-trained technicians.

Our Delivery Team 
 will deliver and set up all 

mattresses to your satisfaction.

Great Selection 
of pillows, non-allergenic 

mattress protectors, frames and 
other accessories.

Going Green
Our team will remove all old bedding 

and recycle it according to regulations.

Complete Selection 

of Quality Brand Mattresses

The Largest 
Family Owned & Operated 

Appliance, Electronics & Mattress Retailer in the USA…
The Company You Can Trust.

We Will Meet or Beat Any 
Advertised Price†† SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. 

MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED.  
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

Special 
Financing Available

5

7
8

10

1 6

9
3
4

2
Our Friendly & Knowledgeable 

Sales Counselors 
are factory trained and will help you 

find the perfect mattress…

TOP 10 REASONS 
TO BUY YOUR MATTRESS AT

Made In The USA
All our mattresses are Direct from 
the Factory and made in the USA.

Firm or Plush Queen Mattress*

FIRM -51174051-Q 
PLUSH -51174151-Q 

$19997
SAVE $300Firm

Plush

*Mattress only. Box Spring Sold Separately

BO
X SPRING

FREE

Firm, Plush, or Plush Pillow Top 
Queen Mattress & Box Spring Set 

TRIPLE CHOICE

 

$59997

$

WAS $1149

WAS $1149  FIRM -510589-Q, 513443-51Q,  PLUSH -510591-Q, 513445-51Q, 
PLUSH PILLOW TOP -510593-Q, 513451-51Q

W
ith Purchase Of Any Sealy Posturepedic 

Classic Or Gel Series M
attress

-510586 -510589 -510591 -510593 -510594 -510596 -510597 -510599  


