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BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City-based Silver-
cup Studios is so successful that 
a $1 billion expansion project, ap-
proved by Community Board 1 in 
2014, still does not give it enough 
space. The Northeast’s leading 
independent film and production 
facility announced plans Monday 
to build a new studio complex in 
the Bronx as well.

Silvercup North is a $35 million 
project that will transform an ex-
isting modern warehouse, located 
in the Port Morris section of the 
Bronx, into a 115,000-square-foot 
full-service production facility. 
The Bronx complex will also fea-
ture four production studios with 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The Queens Historical 
Society is celebrating wom-
en from across the borough 
in an exhibition at the his-
torical museum Kingsland 
Homestead in Flushing, 
showcasing multi-talented 
women who made strong 

contributions to society 
and broke the glass ceil-
ing in the gender equality 
movement.

The exhibition titled, 
“Leading The Way: Six 
Outstanding Women of 
Queens,” features Queens 
residents civil rights ac-
tivists Betty Friedan and 

Grace Lee Boggs, the cel-
list Yo-Yo Ma’s sister pedia-
trician Dr. Yeou-Cheng Ma, 
deaf and blind activists 
Helen Keller, philanthropic 
opera singer Rise Stevens 
and theoretical physicist 
and expert on particle 
physics Lisa Randall. 

BY BILL PARRY

New protected bike lanes that 
span both directions of the Green-
point Avenue Bridge were opened 
last week by the city’s Department 
of Transportation. The proj-
ect and the ongoing redesign of 
Greenpoint Avenue provide a vi-
tal bike network connection be-
tween Queens and Brooklyn that 
spans more than 1.5 miles over 
the Newtown Creek just south of 
Sunnyside.

“I am excited to see cyclists 
riding in the new protected bike 
lane on the Greenpoint Avenue 
Bridge,” DOT Commissioner Pol-
ly Trottenberg said. “This criti-
cal piece of the bike network will 
now provide a safe connection 
between Queens and Brooklyn 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A Rego Park man who allegedly stabbed a 
Muslim man in Flushing in 2012 was sentenced 
Tuesday to three years of supervised release 
and six months of home confinement for sending 
death threats to an employee of an Islmaic advo-

Rego Park man sentenced 
for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 
one owned by former Forest Hills res-
ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 
Queens Historical Society exhibit about 
iconic women from the borough.  

Photo by Sadef Kully 

Bike lanes roll 
across bridge 
to Brooklyn

Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans 
facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 
Library. See story Page 8. Photo by Michael Shain

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Serving Queens for Over 82 Years

www.oneillsmaspeth.com

Celebrations Made Easy

Half or Full Trays Available   

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

LouisArmstrongHouse.org | 718.478.8274

Photo by Jack Bradley
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Reserve Your Seat

Attend one of these 
workshops and receive a 
FREE 1-hour consultation

80-02 Kew Gardens Road, Suite 605, 
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

Helping Families Since 2001

SPONSORED BY:

GLENDALE 

WOODSIDE

MIDDLE VILLAGE

HOWARD BEACH

SAVE YOUR 

FAMILY 

$11,500 PER 

MONTH 

(Hint: Not all Powers of Attorney avoid Guardianship!) 

Attend this free workshop and receive a FREE no obligation private 
consultation with Attorney Ilana Davidov or Michael Davidov to answer 

any questions about setting up your estate plan ($395 value)

Your 
RSVP Code 

#C702

Seating is Limited, Register Today!
Call us Today at 

888-836-3909
or Register online at 

www.davidovlaw.com

DAVIDOV LAW GROUP
Reveals How to Protect Your Assets  

and Provide for Your Loved Ones

Your  
RSVP Code 

P712

GLENDALE
Tuesday

July 21 at 11:00 AM
(Refreshments)

Atlas Park Community Room
8000 Cooper Avenue, Room 8312

WOODSIDE
Wednesday

July 22 at 10:00 AM
(Refreshments)

Donovan’s
57-24 Roosevelt Avenue

MIDDLE VILLAGE
Wednesday

July 22 at 7:00 PM
(Refreshments)
Villa Erasmo

69-61 Juniper Boulevard South

HOWARD BEACH
Thursday

July 23 at 10:00 AM
(Refreshments)

Lenny’s Clam Bar and Restaurant
161-03 Cross Bay Boulevard
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3Judge puts kibosh on Willets project
Appeals court rules construction of mall as proposed cannot proceed on public parkland

BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
advocates opposed to the 
Willets West mega-mall 
proposal called an appel-
late court’s historic deci-
sion in favor of keeping the 
parkland public a triumph, 
while the developer said it 
would appeal the ruling to 
stop the project.

The lawsuit, filed by 
Avella, along with the City 
Club of New York, Queens 
Civic Congress, members 
of Willets Point United and 
nearby residents and busi-
ness owners, challenged 
the transfer of 47 acres of 
Queens parkland worth 
roughly $1 billion to build 
the Willets West mega-mall 
adjacent to Citi Field.

The Appellate Division 
of the First Department 
ruled in favor of Avella 
and the park advocates 

in a unanimous decision, 
granting injunctive relief 
and declaring that the de-
velopment cannot continue 
without state legislative ap-
proval.

“It was a huge victory for 
everyone who believes that 
parkland is sacred,” Avella 
said in an interview.

The plaintiffs filed suit 
against Willlets West’s de-

veloper in February 2014. At 
the end of August, Manhat-
tan Supreme Court Judge 
Manuel Mendez ruled in fa-
vor of the project, saying it 
would benefit the area. The 
plaintiffs appealed the case 
this April.

The Willets West mall 
is part of the Queens Devel-
opment Group’s $3 billion 
redevelopment of Willets 
Point into a new neighbor-
hood with commercial, re-
tail and residential space.

Queens Development 
Group said it “strongly dis-
agrees” with the decision, 
arguing that it overturns 
the State Supreme Court’s 
“well-reasoned decision.”

“We believe the Appel-
late Division Court mis-
interpreted the statute, 
improperly narrowing the 
broad authority it conveyed 
which would result in an 
unacceptable status quo, 
instead of enabling a widely 
supported investment that 

will reverse 100 years of pol-
lution and create thousands 
of much-needed good-paying 
jobs,” a spokesman said in a 
statement.

The city Law Depart-
ment, which represents 
city agencies in litigation, 
echoed similar sentiments.

“We are disappointed in 
the court’s decision and are 
reviewing our options,” a 
spokesman said in a state-
ment. 

Richard Hellenbrecht, 
vice president of the Queens 
Civic Congress, said he 
hopes that the city will not 
appeal the decision, but 
that it is still a victory.

“I hope that they do not 
appeal and that if the city 
does appeal, that we will be 
the final victors altogether. 
But however it goes, I think 
this is a great decision for 
the people of Queens,” Ben 
Haber, an activist for the 
park who was also a plain-
tiff in the case, said.

According to Haber, the 
decision shows that it is 
possible to “fight City Hall 
sometimes.” He also said 
that the advocates will con-
tinue their fight.

“We’re not backing 
down,” Haber said. “We’re 
going to fight it all the 
way.”

Gerald Antonacci, presi-
dent of Willets Point Unit-
ed, a group representing 
business and land owners, 
said the decision comes af-
ter eight years of fighting 
the city on the issue.

He said the city would 
have to go to the state 
Legislature to get laws 
changed on parkland is-
sues, complete the uniform 
land-use review procedure 
and replace the 48 acres of 
parkland if their appeal is 
not granted.

“To do all three of them, 
I think the odds are very, 
very small,” Antonacci 
said.

An appellate court ruled that the Willets West mega-mall 
project needs state legislative approval to continue.  

Drawing by Studio V for Flushing-Willets Point-Corona LDC

BY SHANNA FULD AND BILL 
PARRY

Astoria’s Greek commu-
nity is holding its collective 
breath and will be glued to 
the news and social media 
for the second straight Sun-
day as it waits to see what 
happens next in Greece’s 
financial crisis. 

Leaders requested a 
three-year loan from the 
eurozone’s bailout fund 
Wednesday and will find 
out Sunday the decision of 
European leaders at a sum-
mit on the country’s eco-
nomic future.

This follows last Sun-
day’s surprise result of 
its first national referen-
dum in 41 years.  Greeks 
voted “no” by more than 
61 percent to 38 percent, in 
support of Prime Minis-
ter Alexis Tsipras’s stand 
against its European credi-
tors’ austerity demands, 

putting the nation’s banks 
at risk of collapse and pav-
ing the way for Greece’s 
potential exit from the Eu-
ropean monetary union.

“You know how many 
prayers I did for the ‘no’ 
vote?” Astoria resident 
Paula Douralas asked. “It’s 
not that we think we should 
not repay them; we want the 
euro, we want to be in Eu-

rope. You just can’t squeeze 
the people at the neck.” 

Douralas said people 
are starving and cannot 
find jobs and thousands of 
young people have commit-
ted suicide because they 
had debts to pay or could 
not feed themselves or their 
families.

Greece became the first 
developed nation to miss a 

repayment deadline to the 
International Monetary 
Fund June 30, cutting its 
financial lifelines. If it 
doesn’t repay $3.8 billion 
in debt to the European 
Central Bank on July 20, 
which would require bail-
out loans, liquidity support 
will end and the euros will 
run out. 

The leaders of Germany 
and France met Monday in 
Paris to strategize. German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
wants Greece to repay its 
loans or be cut off from 
more lending while French 
President François Hol-
lande supports debt relief 
as part of a new bailout.

“In 1953 we voted for 
Germany to cut the ex-
penses from what they bor-
rowed, but why won’t Ger-
many do the same,” Greek 
Superstore owner Theodor 
Xenos said. “We did the 
right thing for them, why 

don’t they do the right thing 
for us?”

Leaders from the other 
18 member nations will 
discuss what will happen 
next at a summit in Brus-
sels Tuesday. If Greece is 
forced out of the eurozone, 
it would be forced to print 
its own currency, some-
thing that would unleash 
inflation, destroy institu-
tions and bring poverty, 
some experts warn.

The rebuke of European 
creditors by Greek voters 
comes after a six-year de-
pression in which Greece’s 
real GDP dropped 26 per-
cent, according to The New 
York Times.

“If you have somebody 
in your house for five years 
telling you what to do and 
nothing happens, are you 
going to keep him?” Xenos 
asked. “So we don’t want 
the European Union any-
more. The EU doesn’t know 

what to do.”
Greece’s outspoken 

finance minister, Yanis 
Varoufakis, hailed the vote 
as “a unique moment when 
a small European nation 
rose up against debt bond-
age” before abruptly re-
signing Monday, saying his 
absence would be “helpful” 
in further negotiations on 
debt restructure and less 
austerity.

“That might be a very 
good thing because no one 
wanted to talk to him,” 
Athanios Aronis, a vice 
president at the Hellenic 
Federation of Greater New 
York, said. “A lot of things 
have happened since the 
referendum that not many 
expected.  For instance, 
all the political parties got 
together to show a united 
front. I think they might be 
going in the right direction 
with a united front. Too bad 
that didn’t happen earlier.”

Astoria’s Greek ex-patriots await fi nal Euro decision
Nation faces expulsion from monetary union unless country’s leaders accept requirements

The economic crisis in Greece hits home in Astoria too.  
Photo by Bill Parry
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ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

Corner of 2771 Knapp Street & Belt Parkway
(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Avenue (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
All offers expire 7/27/15

Complete Menu Online:
www.JordansLobster.com

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER
$2299

FISH & CHIPS 
DINNER

$1199

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPON WITH COUPON

GENUINE STATE 
O’MAINE MUSSELS
     $1.99 lb.

LOBSTERS 3  $39F
O
R

BY BILL PARRY

For the second time in 
two months, City Comp-
troller Scott Stringer has 
rejected the Department 
of Homeless Service’s pro-
posed five-year, $42 mil-
lion contract with service 
provider Samaritan Vil-
lage that would convert the 
former Pan American hotel 
into a permanent shelter 
for homeless families. 

On Tuesday, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
joined other elected offi-
cials and members of the 
Elmhurst United civic as-
sociation outside the facil-
ity to protest quality-of-life 
issues at the shelter, locat-
ed at 79-00 Queens Blvd. in 
Elmhurst.

Two day later Stringer 
announced the rejection of 
the contract.

 “The Department of 
Homeless Services has not 
yet provided sufficient doc-
umentation to show that 
the Pan American Hotel 

facility is safe, and that all 
outstanding violations and 
complaints have been cor-
rected,” he said. “As a re-
sult I have sent the contract 
back to allow the agency 
additional time to address 
the outstanding issues we 
identified.”

Avella applauded the 
comptroller’s decision to 
reject what he called a “dis-

graceful” contract. 
“Today the voices of 

homeless families and the 
community as a whole have 
been heard,” he said. 

Meanwhile, state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing) urged the city to phase 
out the Pan Am shelter al-
together and find suitable 
housing for the residents. 

“The Pan Am facility is 

not safely serving the fami-
lies being housed at that 
shelter,” she said. “Over 
the course of the last year, 
numerous incidents with 
rodents, leaking pipes, in-
sufficient cooking and food 
storage facilities, and even 
a small fire, have demon-
strated that this site is sim-
ply ill-equipped for use as 
a shelter for hundreds of 

people. DHS should use this 
time to search for other 
sites around the city as well 
as more permanent hous-
ing for families,” 

DHS maintains it has 
taken steps to address all 
violations and provided the 
additional documentation 
requested after the first re-
jection in May.

“We have satisfied all 
substantive questions 
raised by the comptroller’s 
office, and we are disap-
pointed that this decision 
will essentially deny pay-
ment to a shelter serving 
197 vulnerable families, 
including 321 children,” a 
spokeswoman said. “The 
city’s Department of Inves-
tigation specifically recom-
mended contracting pro-
viders in order to increase 
accountability, to ensure 
appropriate resources for 
critical social services, and 
to continues building well-
maintained and violation-
free facilities. The city has 
a legal and moral obliga-

tion to provide shelter, and 
we must preserve our exist-
ing facilities to meet that 
mandate. We will continue 
to appeal to the comptrol-
ler’s office about the impor-
tance of bringing this site 
into contract.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) believes Stringer 
made the “right call” in 
rejecting the permanent 
contract. 

“It is critical that we ad-
dress the needs of the home-
less in our city, but this site 
is not an appropriate loca-
tion for a shelter,” Meng 
said. “The many problems 
and poor conditions do not 
serve the homeless well, 
and the blatant lack of 
transparency has been a 
total snub to the commu-
nity. Hopefully, in the end, 
the contract for this facility 
will not be approved.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Elmhurst residents protest conditions at the Pan Am shelter before City Comptroller Scott Stringer 
rejects a permanent contract for the facility yet again.  Photo by Bill Parry

City comptroller rejects Pan Am contract again
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Feederally Insured by NCUA

Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The city Health Depart-
ment sprayed its second 
non-chemical larvicide ap-
plication of the year to non-
residential areas of Queens 
this week to reduce adult 
mosquito populations that 
potentially carry the West 
Nile Virus.

A larvicide containing 
naturally occurring bac-
teria was sprayed by low-
flying helicopters along 
Alley Creek in Alley Pond 
Park, wetland areas in Du-
bos Point, the abandoned 
and overgrown Flushing 
Airport in College Point 
and Edgemere Park in 
the Rockaways, as well as 
in areas in the other four 

boroughs, according to the 
Health Department.

Through its integrated 
pest management program, 
the Health Department de-
tected the West Nile Virus 
in some mosquito popula-
tions for the first time this 
season at the end of June 
in Glen Oaks as well as in 
New Dorp Beach in Staten 
Island. No human cases of 
West Nile have been report-
ed yet this year, the depart-
ment said.

The Health Department 
was able to detect the virus 
by setting up traps in areas 
commonly affected by mos-
quitoes, which it monitors 
weekly. After collecting the 
specimens from the traps, 
the mosquitoes are divid-
ed and pooled together by 
species, then tested for vi-
ruses.

Since West Nile has 
been detected, the Health 
Department said it has 
increased the number of 
traps and its other methods 
of mosquito surveillance. 

The aerial larvicide 
treatments, the first of 
which was applied in early 
June, can help prevent the 
West Nile Virus from being 
transmitted to humans, ac-
cording to the department’s 
deputy commissioner for 
environmental health, Dan 
Kass. 

“Our basic approach is 
to control the mosquitoes 
that are capable of trans-
mitting disease,” Kass said. 
“The larvicide keeps mos-
quito larvae from growing 
to adults and prevents them 
from being able to bite.”

BY MADINA TOURE

Elected officials and 
civic leaders say they are 
against an SCA proposal 
to build a high school on 
Linden Place in Flushing 
in an area they say has 
many facilities and traffic 
problems.

The School Construc-
tion Authority announced 
a plan to convert 30-48 Lin-
den Place—a building that 
currently houses offices 
for Community School 
District 25 Superintendent 
Danielle Dimango, Dis-
trict 25 staff and the com-
munity education council 
—into High School 859. 

In a letter dated May 27 
to City Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Fariña, City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing)said residents 
told him maintenance 
workers on the site were 
seen removing furniture 
for a new high school de-
spite being told by the DOE 
that the plan was not being 
pursued.

Justin Brannan, deputy 
director of the Office of In-
tergovernmental Affairs, 
responded to Koo’s letter 
June 23 confirming that 
the building is being con-
verted into a high school 
at Farina’s request. 

Brannan also noted 
that because the DOE 
owns the building, it is not 
required to participate in 
a public process and that 
a portion of the building is 
being used as an alternate 
learning center for high 

school students.
Koo said there is a need 

for a good high school in 
Flushing but that another 
location should be con-
sidered, saying he needs 
more details. 

“There are still a lot of 
unanswered questions,” 
he said. 

The plan is in the de-
sign phase. Construction 
would start next summer 
and be done in 2019, accord-
ing to Arlene Fleishman, 
president of the Mitchell-
Linden Civic Association, 
who served on the District 
25 school board for nearly 
28 years.

The plan was in the 
amended version of the 
Board of Education’s 2015-
2019 budget and was up for 
a vote before the Panel for 
Educational Policy June 
23, she said.  

Fleishman said she un-
derstands the issue of over-
crowded schools but noted 
that 31st Road, the com-

munity’s main thorough-
fare, has many facilities, 
including nursery schools, 
senior centers and hotels,  
which draw traffic. 

There are two public 
schools on 31st Road that 
are four blocks apart, PS 
214 and PS 242. 

Fleishman criticized 
the lack of publicity about 
the plan. 

“I think they were 
trying to just push this 
through the PEP without 
anybody knowing about 
it,” she said. 

The city Department of 
Education said it will work 
with the community to for-
malize the proposal. 

“We are working hard 
to address overcrowding 
in Queens high schools 
by creating new capacity,” 
Jason Fink, the DOE’s dep-
uty press secretary, said. 
“We will engage with the 
community in planning 
what types of programs 
would best serve the needs 

of students.”
State Sen. Toby 

Stavisky (D-Flushing) also 
noted Linden Place’s nar-
row width and proximity 
to the highway. 

“Nobody is opposed to 
schools,” Stavisky said. 
“This is not a knee-jerk 
reaction to progress. This 
is just the wrong place for 
it.”

Community Board 7 
said it could not  comment 
on the plan as it has not 
been presented to them 
yet.

The building had been 
empty for years, according 
to Fleishman.

Because the developer 
owed roughly $7 million 
in back taxes, the city took 
over the building and gave 
it to the Board of Educa-
tion. 

“Now they just want 
to turn it over to a high 
school and they feel they 
can do it because they own 
the building,” Fleishman 
said. 

In a letter dated June 
22 to Lorraine Grillo, 
SCA’s president and CEO, 
Stavisky asks for more 
information about the 
specific plans for the pro-
posed high school, inquir-
ing about the role of the 
community in the deci-
sion-making process and 
what would happen to the 
current occupants.  

Stavisky had previ-
ously written to Grillo in 
March but did not receive 
a response. 

Elected officials and community leaders have condemned a 
proposal to build a high school on Linden Place.  

Google Earth

School eyed for Flushing
Politicians, civic leaders oppose DOE project due to area traffi c

City sprays borough
to battle West Nile

The city Health Department 
schedules larvicide applica-
tions to natural wetland areas 
in Queens to lmiit the mosquito 
population. 
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60-44 MAURICE AVE  MASPETH, NY 11378  WWW.MAURICESUPPLIES.COM
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is still accepting applications  
for the Fall 2015 semester!
is still accepting applications  
for the Fall 2015 semester!
WHY YORK?  
York has been ranked the  

top college in the nation for  

graduating students with  

the lowest debt.

AND 
York has The City  

University of New York’s  

outstanding programs in:

  Aviation Business  

Management 

  Occupational Therapy

  Pharmaceutical Science

  Physician Assistant Studies

CLAIM YOUR SEAT!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting 

www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or calling 718-262-2169.

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY MADINA TOURE

Former Queens Library CEO Thomas 
Galante and Interim President Bridget 
Quinn-Carey spent more than $300,000 on 
prohibited items, such as alcohol, dinners, 
entertainment and other personal expens-
es, according to an audit released by City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer Tuesday.

Standing across the street from the As-
toria Library at 14-01 Astoria Blvd., String-
er released the first full financial audit of 
the Queens Library’s spending practices 
between fiscal years 2008 and 2014 in more 
than two decades and the first report from 
his newly formed research and investiga-
tive unit.

After an analysis of fiscal year 2012-
2014 credit card purchases by Galante and 
Quinn-Carey, the investigation found that 
the senior executives used their Queens 
Borough Public Library credit cards for 
more than $310,000 in prohibited expens-
es, including about $115,000 in purchases 
that appeared to be taxable, undeclared 
income.

Of this amount, nearly $260,000 was in-
curred by Galante. Quinn-Carey, who was 
the chief operating officer before Galante 
was fired, made a number of prohibited 
purchases totaling $48,000, the audit said.

Galante also ran up $670,000 in credit 
card charges from July 2007 to December 
2013, according to the audit.

“For years, the former CEO of the 
Queens Borough Public Library Thomas 
Galante and his executive team used the 
library as their personal piggy bank,” 
Stringer said. “Today, that era is coming to 
a definitive close.”

Stringer said he has referred the results 
of the audit and the investigation to the In-
ternal Revenue Service and law enforce-
ment authorities.

Galante had told the City Council that 
the library was running a deficit from fis-
cal year 2008 to 2013 that ranged from $5.7 
million to $6.9 million, according to the 
audit.

But the library had anywhere from $17 
million to $27 million in unrestricted funds 
from fines and fees as well as state and 
board designated funds, the audit said. 

The audit found that there was 
$101,453.66 in potentially taxable income 
on Galante’s credit cards and $16,088.79 on 
Quinn-Carey’s credit card. 

Galante charged $77,000 on his credit 
card for food and beverage expenses and 
the library likely paid roughly $18,900 in 
taxable fuel expenses for Galante. 

He also bought four tickets to a Maroon 
5 concert, collectively costing the library 
$1,962.95 as well as two admission tickets 
for $174 to the Disneyland theme park in 
Anaheim, Calif. 

He also spent library funds on specialty 

ash trays and filters, two Apple-TV devices, 
a satellite radio subscription for his car, his 
recurring monthly New York Times digital 
subscription, a penalty for his car being 
towed and an EZ-pass violation fine. 

The investigation also found Galante’s 
records of time spent performing part-time 
consulting services for the Elmont Union 
Free School District, another public em-
ployer, conflicted with his Queens Library 
work schedule.

From 2005 to 2014, Elmont paid Galante 
between roughly $150,000 and $200,000 an-
nually. The comptroller’s investigators 
identified more than 100 days in which Gal-
ante claimed to have worked five or more 
hours for Elmont while working full days 
for the library. 

Quinn-Carey, for her part, charged 
$11,500 on her credit card for food and bev-
erage expenses and to pay a $100 parking 
ticket. She probably cost the library $4,000 
in taxable fuel expenses.  

Queens Borough President Melinda 
Katz, who helped reform the library sys-
tem’s board of trustees in 2014, commended 
Stringer’s investigation. 

“The comptroller’s audit and investiga-
tive reports confirm some deeply disturb-
ing suspicions of the library’s prior man-
agement, and I am pleased the findings 
will be referred to the appropriate authori-
ties for further action,” Katz said.

Carl Koerner, chairman of the library’s 
board of trustees, said the audit confirms 
the “disturbing practices” of Galante and 
his “complacent trustees.”

He said the current board reversed an 
earlier decision and unanimously voted to 
give Stringer’s office full access to the li-
brary’s bank accounts.

“We’ve opened the library’s books to 
stricter outside scrutiny, we’ve enforced 
greater internal accountability and we’ve 
ended excessive, unquestioned over-expen-
ditures by management and staff,” Koern-
er said. 

BRIDGET QUINN-CAREY

Borough library offi cials 
misspent funds: Stringer
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Salads and Sides
HOUSE OR CAESAR SALAD

MARION SALAD (SALAMI, CELERY, 
SWEET CHERRY PEPPERS, AND 

PROVOLONE CHEESE)
MACARONI OR POTATO SALAD

COLESLAW
ROASTED POTATOES

RICE PILAF
MASHED POTATOES

STEAMED BROCCOLI
CREAMED SPINACH 

Appetizers
SHRIMP COCKTAIL
FRIED CALAMARI  

(BUFFALO, THAI OR MARINARA)
BAKED CLAMS

MOZZARELLA STICKS
CHICKEN FINGERS 

(BUFFALO OR REGULAR)
HAMBURGER SLIDERS

O’NEILL’S FAMOUS WINGS
PIZZA

Main Dishes

CATERING SPECIAL FOR ALL CELEBRATIONS
CORPORATE EVENTS. SOCIAL OCCASIONS. SPORTING EVENTS. 

DINNER PARTIES. SHOWERS. ENGAGEMENT PARTIES.

Bring a smile to every gathering with

O’NEILL’S FAMOUS MOUTH-WATERING WINGS
Perfect for parties, events & game days! 

CELEBR
ATIONS M

ADE EASY3FT HERO:
ASSORTED WRAPS OR SANDWICHES :  

BAKED ZITI
RIGATONI ALA VODKA
RIGATONI MARINARA

RIGATONI CARBONARA
RIGATONI WITH BROCCOLI,  

GARLIC AND OIL
LINGUINE WITH CLAMS –  

RED OR WHITE SAUCE
EGGPLANT PARMESAN

PEPPER STEAK

SLICED SIRLOIN OF BEEF 
VIRGINIA HAM

ROASTED MARYLAND TURKEY
CHICKEN FRANCAISE
CHICKEN MARSALA

SLICED CHICKEN  
CORDON BLEU

CHICKEN PARMESAN
LOIN OF PORK WITH 

SAUERKRAUT 

KIELBASA
SAUSAGE AND PEPPERS

CORNED BEEF AND CABBAGE
SHEPARDS PIE

ALASKAN KING SALMON
ST. PETER’S FISH

FRIED JUMBO SHRIMP
FRIED FLOUNDER

STUFFED FILET OF SOLE
SHRIMP SCAMPI

O’Neill’s Maspeth Catering

718-672-9696
Half or full trays available

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  |  www.oneillsmaspeth.com

Let Us Cater Your Summer Picnics & Parties!
“PICNICS TO GO”
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10 Queens gets a great view on the Fourth

The big Macy's fireworks show started off with a bang on the Fourth of July.  Photo by Steve Malecki

A crowd gathered on the edge of Little Neck Bay to catch the Fort Totten fireworks July 1.  
Photo of Caroll Alvardo

Waiting for dark, it's picnic time under the Pepsi-Cola sign in Long Island City.  
Photo by Steve Malecki

The fireworks started early in the week in Astoria over the East River.   Photo by Zerline Alvarez Before sunset, kayakers prepare for the Astoria show  June 30. Photo by Steve Malecki
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Astoria, NY – July 1, 2015: 
ALMA Bank announces 
the launch of ALMA Mo-
bile Cash, a new technology 
based product that allows 
customers to withdraw cash 
using their smart phone. No 
card necessary.

Now there is a new way to 
access cash from an ALMA 
Bank ATM, and it does not 
even require a card. ALMA 
Bank is proud to be the first 
bank on the East Coast and 
one of the few banks in the 
United States to introduce a 
service that allows custom-
ers to securely withdraw 
cash by using the ALMA 
Mobile app on their smart 
phone. 

It is faster, more conve-
nient and safer than using 
your ATM or debit card. 
No personal information is 
stored on your ALMA Bank 

app or smart phone, and 
without a card the chance 
of your information being 
“skimmed” is eliminated.

 We have all had it happen 
to us before; that moment of 
panic when you reach into 
your pocket, only to find out 
that you have left your wal-
let at home. ALMA Bank 
has the perfect solution for 
those times when you are in 
urgent need of cash and all 
you have is your phone and 
no wallet. 

Now, with just your smart 
phone, you can get cash at 
an ALMA Bank ATM with-
out your debit card. 

“The public is constantly 
looking for emerging tech-
nology and innovation when 
it comes to banking, while 
demanding guaranteed se-
curity on their account in-
formation,” said George 

Katsiaunis, the President 
and CEO of ALMA Bank. 

“In the case of a lost 
phone, the customer can 
feel safe. Account informa-
tion cannot be accessed as 
the ALMA Bank app will 
automatically sign off once 
the transaction has been 
completed, making this a 
faster and more secure way 
to use an ATM machine.” 

ALMA Mobile Cash al-
lows customers to set up a 
cash withdrawal prior to 
interacting with the ATM. 
The customer simply fi-
nalizes the transaction by 
scanning a QR code that 
signals the ATM to release 
the cash. 

“Digital wallets are 
slowly becoming an every-
day function in the current 
age, very much like credit 
cards have been for de-

cades,” added Mr. Katsiau-
nis. “ALMA Mobile Cash 
offers the customer cutting 
edge technology while pro-
viding an innovative bank-
ing experience.” 

Download/Update the 
ALMA Bank app from 
iTunes or Google Play us-
ing your iPhone or Android. 
Login to your account and 
choose ALMA Mobile Cash 
from the main screen or from 
the drop down menu. Then 
select ALMA Mobile Cash at 
the ATM, scan the QR code 
with your smart phone and 
the cash will be dispensed. 
No card necessary! 

For more information 
please visit your near-
est branch or contact us at 
718.267.ALMA (2562).

ALMA Bank, a strongly 
capitalized full service fi-
nancial institution with 
assets of over $1 billion, is 
a community based bank 
with a wide variety of per-
sonal and business prod-
ucts and services. 

The bank has gained a 
reputation for serving the 
needs of the community 
by emphasizing the impor-
tance of personalized bank-
ing and financial solutions 
tailored to their customers’ 
needs. 

ALMA Bank operates in 
New York and in New Jersey 
and is working to expand 
its exceptional product and 
service quality commit-
ments to an even greater ac-
cess network. 

For more information 
visit almabank.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Alma Bank Introduces Alma Mobile Cash
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for hundreds of cyclists get-
ting to work or just enjoy-
ing a ride around town.”

Some of the first rid-
ers to use the new lanes 
included Deputy Commis-
sioner Ryan Russo, who 
spearheaded the project, 
and several members of 
his staff. They rode to the 
midpoint of the Greenpoint 
Avenue Bridge and stopped 
to speak of the merits of the 
project on July 2,  .

“I’m excited to make 
this connection between 
the two boroughs that 
bring communities togeth-
er from Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint and Sunny-
side,” Russo said. “Before 
we had signs at the base 
of the bridge telling riders 
to walk their bikes across. 
Many of the 600 riders per 
day refused and they’d take 
their lives in their own 
hands riding against the 
heavy truck volume. Now 
drivers don’t have to be ner-
vous about hitting cyclists 
because they have their 
own protected space.”

Russo said the bridge is 
not a high crash location 
but a place with high risk. 
DOT data shows that there 
were 35 injuries on the 
Greenpoint Avenue Bridge 
between 2009 and 2013 with 
two of them involving cy-

clists, but no fatalities.
“We’re reacting to an 

influx of residents living 
in Sunnyside who work 
in Brooklyn,” Russo said. 
“Many would choose to 
use their bikes but worried 
about their safety. This is 
now infrastructure meet-
ing the needs of the people 
drawing more people to it.”

While Sunnysiders have 
a safer commute to jobs 
in Brooklyn, the new pro-
tected bike lanes may bring 
visitors from Brooklyn. 
On the Queens side of the 
bridge, cyclists can choose 
Van Damn Street as a route 
to the waterfront parks, res-
taurants or the more than 
30 cultural institutions in 
Long Island City.

Or riders can choose to 
continue on Greenpoint Av-
enue directly into Sunny-
side, a neighborhood that 
was declared the borough’s 
first Bike Friendly Busi-
ness District in September 

by Transportation Alterna-
tives. 

Over 70 businesses of-
fer discounts to the 12,000 
Transportation Alterna-
tive members as a way to 
showcase its “eclectic mix 
of shops, restaurants and 
cafes,” according to City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside).

“As ridership climbs 
in our city and the cycling 
infrastructure grows here 
in western Queens, Sun-
nyside hopes to capitalize 
by highlighting all that we 
have to offer,” Van Bramer 
said at the time. “I encour-
age you to cycle into Sunny-
side and take advantage of 
all the deals offered at our 
bike-friendly businesses. 
There’s no doubt you’ll be 
back for more.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

50-foot-high ceilings, the 
highest of any film or TV 
studios in New York City.

The Silvercup West ex-
pansion project in Long Is-
land City, which will bring a 
2.2-million-square-foot film 
and TV production complex 
with eight sound stages, as 
well as residential and of-
fice towers, is expected to 
clean up its Brownsfield 
component alongside the 
Queensboro Bridge within 
a year. Silvercup North is 
scheduled to be completed 
by June 2016.

“For more than 30 years, 
Silvercup Studios has been 
an integral part of New 
York’s film and television 
production industry, which 
has never been more active 
than it is today,” Silver-

cup CEO Alan Suna said. 
“Girls,” “Elementary” and 
“Madam Secretary” are 
among the television series 
currently under produc-
tion at the Long Island City 
facility.

In addition, the LIC 
project will include a full 
complement of shops, offices 
and other support space es-
sential to support film and 
television production.

Dozens of major motion 
pictures including “When 
Harry Met Sally” and “The 
Devil Wears Prada” were 
filmed at Silvercup Stu-
dios.

The expansion would be 
a boost for the Bronx. Stu-
dio officials estimate that 
the project will create 400 
well-paying production-
industry jobs and an ad-
ditional 100 construction 
jobs.

“The film and television 

industries have historically 
offered good jobs with path-
ways to success for New 
Yorkers, and the expansion 
of this thriving industry 
will be hugely meaning-
ful to Bronxites,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said. “Every 
year the production indus-
try injects over $7.1 billion 
into our local economy and 
creates over 130,000 jobs in 
New York City, and thanks 
to Silvercup’s new studio, 
the Bronx will now receive 
its piece of the pie.”

Silvercup Studios 
opened in 1983 at the former 
home of Silvercup Bakery. 

Suna credited Gov. An-
drew Cuomo’s New York 
State Film Tax Credit pro-
gram, as well as the state 
Senate and Assembly, for 
helping to create the cur-
rent boom in film and tele-
vision production in the 
city.

Continued from Page 1 

Bike lanes

Continued from Page 1 

Silvercup

DOT deputy Commissioner Ryan Russo leads his staff across the 
Greenpoint Avenue Bridge to celebrate the opening of new bike 
lanes. Photo by Bill Parry
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NO More  
Heart  
Disease

Possibility Thinkers Network
All Things Are Possible If You Believe - We Believe

How Nitric Oxide Can Prevent or  
Even Reverse Heart Disease & Stroke

Dr. Louis J. Ignarro - Nobel Laureate in Medicine 1998

The Alarming Statistics
  Heart disease strikes someone in 

the US about once every 43 seconds

  Every 40 seconds someone  

has a stroke

  Cardiovascular disease claims 

more lives than cancer, respiratory 

disease accidents & diabetes 

combined

  90 percent of impotency is related 

to a vascular insufficiency

Alkaline Water has 3 properties. 

Microcluster, Antioxidant, and High pH. 

The Microcluster property allows the 

nutrients to enter blood and cells in a 

matter of seconds.

Consequently it is recommended  

that supplements be taken with  

Alkaline Water.

So optimize the benefits of ProArgi9Plus 

by diluting it with Alkaline Water.

The Cause: The body’s inability to 
produce adequate amounts of Nitric Oxide

“THE SECRET IS OUT”
The NUMBER ONE contributing  
factor for Stroke & Heart Attack  

is High Blood Pressure.

High Blood Pressure is usually treated by medication 
that typically have side effects like Lack of Energy, 
Drowsiness, Weakness, Leg Cramps, insomnia and 

Dizziness, to name a few.

What if there is a Natural Way to treat High Blood 
Pressure and other cardiovascular diseases without 
Side Effects? Well there is a way, it is called Nitric 

Oxide Therapy!

S

As we age, we lose 

85% of our ability to 

make Nitric Oxide

You are cordially invited to attend a seminar on Cardiovascular Diseases 
Date: Thursday July 16th

Location: The Brooklyn Marriott, 333 Adams St., Brooklyn NY 11201
Registration: 7pm | Cardio Overview: 7:30pm - 9:30pm

Guest Speakers
Shane Greer - General Manager North America

Dan Hammer - President Dan Hammer Health LTD

With the Compliments of Donald Clarke
www.DGCQuench.com

347.554.1322
www.Argi9solutions.com/donclarke

BUSINESS CASUAL | NO CHILDREN PLEASE | ADMIT 2 WITH THIS INVITE
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Richard Hourahan, col-
lections manager for the 
Queens Historical Society, 
chose carefully from thou-
sands of women because 
they needed to fit a certain 
criteria. 

“These women had to 
be from Queens or at least 
spend a significant time of 
their lives in Queens, they 
had to do more than one 
thing and have helped oth-
er people,” Hourahan said. 
“They could not be elected 
officials, be in business or 
entertainers.”

Hourahan said elected 
officials, business women 
or entertainers had fi-
nancial means and/or po-
litical agendas but women 
who did not have those 
resources and proved to be 
successful in their causes 
were much more impres-
sive. 

“It has been nurturing 

for the last two or three 
years,” Hourahan said 
about the exhibition idea. 
“It should be celebrated all 
year long, these African-
American history month, 
women’s history month are 
irritating. These histories 
needed to be celebrated all 
the time.” 

One of the six women 
featured is the woman be-
hind the second wave of 
feminism, Betty Friedan, 
who moved to Kew Gar-
dens after she got married 
and wrote “The Feminine 
Mystique” in 1963 after 
she got fired for being 
pregnant with her second 
child. Her life as a house-
wife in Queens was the 
inspiration behind the 
famous book which was 
a catalyst in the women’s 
movement. 

The exhibition also in-
cluded Grace Lee Boggs, 
a former Jackson Heights 
resident who turned 100 on 
June 27—the opening day 
of the reception. Boggs was 

a pivotal organizer and 
activist in the civil rights 
movements and worked 
with civil rights leaders 
such as Malcolm X. 

Another iconic woman 
featured is Helen Keller, 
the deaf and blind pioneer 
who lived from 1917 to 1938 
in Forest Hills and pub-
lished the “Helen Keller 
Journal” while a Queens 
resident. 

Also on display is an 
interactive installation of 
handmade sea glass-like 
objects by artist M. J. Levy 
Dickson and a braille type-
writer as homage to Helen 
Keller.  

The exhibition will be 
on view Tuesdays, Satur-
days and Sundays from 
2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. until 
May 2016.

Reach Reporter Sadef 
Ali Kully by e-mail at 
skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Continued from Page 1 

Women
cacy group in Washington, 
the Brooklyn U.S. attorney 
said.

A condition of release is 
that Bernard Laufer , 58,  of 
Rego Park must participate 
in a mental health treat-
ment program, according 
to Kelly Currie, the U.S. at-
torney for the Eastern Dis-
trict.

Laufer pleaded guilty 
March 2 in Brooklyn feder-
al court to sending threat-
ening communications 
from New York to Execu-
tive Director Nihad Awad 
of the Council on American 
Islamic Relations, a civil 
rights and advocacy group 
with offices nationwide.

According to federal re-
cords filed with the court 
and statements made dur-
ing the guilty plea hearing, 
Laufer admitted he sent 
threatening communica-
tions  to Awad in June 2014. 

These communications 
threatened  Awad with sig-
nificant bodily harm and 
death. At the time of his 
guilty plea, Laufer faced a 
maximum sentence of five 
years in federal prison. 

Laufer has already spent 
about 13 months in federal 
custody since his arrest on 
 charges and did get a sen-
tence based on time served, 
according to Currie.

“I believe it is a light 
sentence.It is sending the 
wrong message to the Mus-
lim community and it is not 
going to be a deterrent,” 
Awad said.  “He has the 
ability to try to kill some-
one  - this individual is a 
danger to any community.”

He added, “In light of 
what we saw in Charles-
ton, these threats have to 
be taken even more seri-
ously, especially in Afri-
can-American and Muslim 
communities.” 

Laufer is still facing at-
tempted murder charges 
as a hate crime in Queens 

Criminal Court for the al-
leged 2012 stabbing of a 
Muslim imam from Masjid 
Al-Saliheen, a mosque lo-
cated at Kissena Boulevard 
in Flushing, according to 
court records. 

The stabbing case has 
not yet gone to trial and 
Laufer was released on 
$200,000 bail, according to 
Queens Criminal Court re-
cords. 

Laufer’s attorney, Alex-
ander Eisemann, said Lauf-
ner, who admitted  during 
the March plea hearing  , 
suffered from mental dis-
orders, according to federal 
court transcripts, and he 
was looking to have his cli-
ent admitted to a psychiat-
ric institution. 

Eisemann said Laufer 
has an extensive history 
of what he called mental 
defects and he anticipates 
some type of mental defect 
defense for his client in the 
Queens case. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 

Continued from Page 1 

Threat
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