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Quality-of-life issues at the 
former Pan American hotel 
were called into question by 
several elected officials and 
members of the Elmhurst 
United civic association at a 
rally outside the shelter for 
homeless families this week. 
They gathered to call on City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer to 
reject a five-year, $42 million 
contract that would convert 
the Pan Am facility into a per-
manent shelter. 

The contract proposal from 
the shelter’s provider, Samari-
tan Village, was resubmitted 
to Stringer last month after 
he initially rejected the origi-
nal application in May, citing 
major health and safety is-
sues, including fire code viola-
tions and the lack of kitchens 
in each of the units inside the 
Boulevard Family Shelter. The 
resubmitted contract is cur-
rently pending approval.

“This entire process has 
been one outrage after an-
other,” state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said. “To use an 
abandoned hotel to warehouse 
homeless families, ignore 
health and safety violations, 
all the while wasting an exor-
bitant amount of taxpayer dol-

BY MADINA TOURE

Former Queens Library 
CEO Thomas Galante and 
Interim President Bridget 
Quinn-Carey spent more than 
$300,000 on prohibited items, 
such as alcohol, dinners, enter-
tainment and other personal 
expenses, according to an au-
dit released by City Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer Tuesday.

Standing across the street 
from the Astoria Library at 
14-01 Astoria Blvd., Stringer 
released the first full financial 
audit of the Queens Library’s 
spending practices between 
fiscal years 2008 and 2014 in 
more than two decades and 
the first report from his newly 
formed research and investi-
gative unit.

After an analysis of fiscal 
year 2012-2014 credit card pur-
chases by Galante and Quinn-
Carey, the investigation found 
that the senior executives 
used their Queens Borough 
Public Library credit cards for 
more than $310,000 in prohib-
ited expenses, including about 
$115,000 in purchases that 
appeared to be taxable, unde-
clared income.

Of this amount, nearly 
$260,000 was incurred by Gal-
ante. Quinn-Carey, who was 
the chief operating officer be-
fore Galante was fired, made a 
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BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park advocates 
opposed to the Willets West 
mega-mall proposal called an 
appellate court’s historic de-
cision in favor of keeping the 

parkland public a triumph, 
while the developer said it 
would appeal the ruling to 
stop the project.

The lawsuit, filed by Avel-
la, along with the City Club 
of New York, Queens Civic 
Congress, members of Wil-
lets Point United and nearby 

residents and business own-
ers, challenged the transfer of 
47 acres of Queens parkland 
worth roughly $1 billion to 
build the Willets West mega-
mall adjacent to Citi Field.

The Appellate Division of 
the First Department ruled in 

Continued on Page 48

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases the results of an 18-month audit and investigation of spending  at 
Queens Library.  Photo by Michael Shain

Electeds urge
Pan Am shelter
contract denial 

Willets West mega-mall on hold 

Boro library execs targeted
Queens offi cials spent public money on personal expenses: Comptroller

Business at the scores of car shops in Willets Point is gearing down to 
make way for a proposed new mall and office park next to Citi Field. But 
that plan came to a screeching halt this week.  Photo by Michael Shain
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A Rego Park man who al-
legedly stabbed a Muslim 
man in Flushing in 2012 was 
sentenced Tuesday to three 
years of supervised release 
and six months of home con-
finement for sending death 
threats to an employee of an 
Islamic advocacy group in 
Washington, the Brooklyn 
U.S. attorney said.

A condition of release is 
that Bernard Laufer , 58,  of 
Rego Park must participate 
in a mental health treatment 
program, according to Kelly 
Currie, the U.S. attorney for 
the Eastern District.

Laufer pleaded guilty 
March 2 in Brooklyn federal 
court to sending threatening 
communications from New 
York to Executive Director 
Nihad Awad of the Council 
on American Islamic Rela-
tions, a civil rights and ad-
vocacy group with offices 
nationwide.

According to federal re-

cords filed with the court and 
statements made during the 
guilty plea hearing, Laufer 
admitted he sent emails to 
Awad in June 2014 threaten-
ing to mutilate and kill him.  
At the time of his guilty plea, 
Laufer faced a maximum sen-
tence of five years in federal 
prison. 

Laufer had already spent 
about 13 months in federal 
custody since his arrest on 
attempted murder charges 
and did get a sentence based 
on time served, according to 
Currie.

“I believe it is a light sen-
tence. It is sending the wrong 
message to the Muslim com-
munity and it is not going to 
be a deterrent,” Awad said.  
“He has the ability to try to 
kill someone  - this individu-
al is a danger to any commu-
nity.”

He added, “In light of what 
we saw in Charleston, these 
threats have to be taken even 
more seriously, especially in 

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2015 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY BILL PARRY

The Factory LIC could be-
come the next hot address for 
office space near Queensboro 
Plaza now that Atlas Capi-
tal Group has begun leasing 
space in its mammoth 10-story 
former Macy’s furniture ware-
house, located at 30-30 47th 
Ave. 

Atlas and partner Square 
Mile Capital are nearly fin-
ished with a $20 million capi-
tal improvement program 
that includes wide open floors 
with exposed original brick, 
a new building entrance, re-
furbished lobby, new public 
corridors, new restrooms, new 
pre-built suites and new build-
ing amenities.

Gwynnie Bee, an online 
clothing rental subscription 
service for women, signed a 
lease for a 12,702-square-foot 
pre-built suite on the fifth 
floor. Applied Research and 
Consulting, a full-service pub-
lic opinion polling, market re-
search and data analysis firm, 
is leaving Manhattan to move 
into The Factory LIC. ARC 
inked a lease for 3,567-square-
feet on the fourth floor to take 
advantage of the abundance 
of light and air as well as the 
flexible open space that the 
building offers its tenants.

“We really like the overall 
design aesthetic of The Facto-
ry, with its emphasis on large, 
open spaces and its updated 
industrial style,” ARC partner 
Chris Bumcrot said. “We’re 
also excited about moving to 
a part of New York City that’s 
evolving quickly as a business 
neighborhood.”

Brian Waterman and Jor-
dan Gosin, of the brokerage 
firm Newmark Grubb Knight 
and Frank represent the own-
ership group. 

“The Factory attracts new 
tenants looking for an envi-
ronment similar to Midtown 

South and Chelsea at a fraction 
of the cost,” Waterman said. 
“The open floor plates, com-
plemented by high ceilings, 
provide a unique and inviting 
setting that helps tenants be 
productive at The Factory.”

He added that there is a 
third lease in place for 40,000 
square feet, and a fourth is be-
ing negotiated for the entire 
third floor for 145,000 square 
feet. 

The Factory is similar to 
The Falchi Building, the re-
purposed former Gimbels 
warehouse directly across 31st 
Street, but it has a diverse mix 
of commercial space, comple-
mented by a healthy mix of 
retail and building amenities 
such as indoor parking, a food 
marketplace, a convenient 
shuttle to local public trans-
portation, and secure bike 
storage.

“We have some printers 
and light manufacturing, but 
it’s mostly creative office ten-
ants such as architects and 
tech businesses,” Gosin said. 
“Creative space became too 
expensive in Manhattan.”

The building’s makeover 
included upgrades to its broad-

band connectivity. 
“We earned WireScore Sil-

ver Certification,” Waterman 
said. “The world is becoming 
more tech-centric and that is 
driving the market. It’s just a 
question of how deep the mar-
ket will get.”

The Factory has already 
been embraced by the area’s 
tremendous art community 
after Atlas allowed the LIC 
Arts Open to use a consider-
able amount of space for exhi-
bitions and performances.

“The Atlas Group was ex-
tremely welcoming and they 
were very generous offer-
ing between 30,000 to 40,000 
square feet,” LIC Arts Open 
founder Richard Mazda said. 
“The spaces there are so dra-
matic and dynamic. The Fac-
tory and the Falchi building 
are competing businesses, but 
they are working together to 
promote the LIC Arts Open.”

Mazda added that they will 
be doing an art show in The 
Factory in September. 

“The LIC Arts Open is so 
into developing the communi-
ty,” Gosin said. “The relation-
ship makes sense.”

Bernhard Laufer was sentenced to three years probation by a fed-
eral judge  after pleading guilty to sending threatening emails 
to a Muslim rights group. He is also been accused of stabbing 
Bashir Ahmad (shown here), a Muslim man from Flushing. 

Photo courtesy of hashlamah.com

The Factory LIC has three companies moving into its enormous building 
across 31st Street from The Falchi building. Photo by Bill Parry

Rego Park man gets 
probation for threats

A buzz at The Factory
LIC building expected to be big draw for companies

Continued on Page 48
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Two Cambria Heights wom-

en have been charged with op-
erating a pot farm on the sec-
ond floor of their residence, 
using more than $64,000 worth 
of electricity stolen from Con 
Edison, Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said. 

The women, identified as 
Larraysha Conklin, 28, and 
Julene Mercano, 50, of 117-17 
219th St., were charged with 
grand larceny, criminal pos-
session of marijuana and theft 
of service.

They were awaiting ar-
raignment  in Queens Crimi-
nal Court, Brown said. If con-
victed, they each face up to 15 
years in prison. 

“The defendants are ac-
cused of having transformed 
the second floor of their resi-
dence into a virtual pot farm, 
which required high watt-
age lights and constant air-
conditioning in order for the 
plants to grow,” Brown said. 
“It is alleged that in an effort 
to cut their overhead costs, the 
defendants stole tens of thou-
sands of dollars in unmetered 

electricity from Con Edison.” 
The estimated bill for un-

metered service from May 31, 
2013 through July 1 was about 
$64,792. Mercado’s electric 
bills represent only a fraction 
of the electricity used at the lo-
cation, according to Brown. 

Police from the 105th Pre-
cinct carried out a court-au-
thorized search warrant at the 
women’s home at about 7:20 
a.m. July 1, Brown said. 

Once inside, they observed 
the two women in the living 
room of the residence, accord-
ing to the complaint filed by 
Brown. 

They then recovered multi-
ple designer handbags, $10,000 
in cash, multiple cell phones, 
mail bearing Mercano’s name 
and their address, bank state-
ments bearing Conklin’s name 
and their address and a chemi-
cal storage tank bearing the 

name of Lawrence Conklin, 
the complaint said. 

From the main floor, police 
found multiple designer hand-
bags, $397 in cash and credit 
cards bearing the name Law-
rence Conklin from the bed-
room which Conklin identi-
fied as her own, the complaint 
continued. 

In a separate bedroom on 
the main floor, police recov-
ered multiple laptops and cell 

phones and from the living 
room, they recovered an Apple 
watch and an Apple laptop, the 
complaint said. 

The police also recovered 
20 roughly 5-foot-high mari-
juana plants from the west 
room on the second floor and 
21 marijuana plants from the 
east room, the complaint said. 
In both rooms, they found mul-
tiple 1,000 watt lights, power 
fans, air conditioning units, 
dehumidifiers and carbon di-
oxide generators. 

From the common area on 
the second floor, they recov-
ered a Home Depot tub contain-
ing marijuana from a closet 
as well as multiple chemicals 
used for plant growth, the 
complaint said.

Police found multiple trans-
formers and a Con Ed repre-
sentative saw multiple lines 
being used to manipulate the 
service boxes to the location, 
Brown said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Two Cambria Heights women were charged with running a pot farm at their home.  Google Earth

Cambria Hgts women ran pot farm: DA

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa 
Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

With some of the lowest rates around, Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Discover the rewards of Qside  
Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

h d f Q idscover the rewards of Qside
sa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 10–16, 20154    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City-based Sil-
vercup Studios is so success-
ful that a $1 billion expansion 
project, approved by Commu-
nity Board 1 in 2014, still does 
not give it enough space. The 
Northeast’s leading indepen-
dent film and production facil-
ity announced plans Monday 
to build a new studio complex 
in the Bronx as well.

Silvercup North is a $35 
million project that will trans-
form an existing modern 
warehouse, located in the Port 
Morris section of the Bronx, 
into a 115,000-square-foot full-
service production facility. 
The Bronx complex will also 
feature four production stu-
dios with 50-foot-high ceilings, 
the highest of any film or TV 
studios in New York City.

The Silvercup West ex-
pansion project in Long Is-
land City, which will bring a 
2.2-million-square-foot film 
and TV production complex 
with eight sound stages, as 
well as residential and office 
towers, is expected to clean 
up its Brownsfield component 
alongside the Queensboro 
Bridge within a year. Silver-
cup North is scheduled to be 
completed by June 2016.

“For more than 30 years, 
Silvercup Studios has been 
an integral part of New York’s 

film and television produc-
tion industry, which has never 
been more active than it is 
today,” Silvercup CEO Alan 
Suna said. “Girls,” “Elemen-
tary” and “Madam Secretary” 
are among the television series 
currently under production at 
the Long Island City facility.

In addition, the LIC project 
will include a full complement 
of shops, offices and other sup-
port space essential to support 
film and television production.

Dozens of major motion pic-
tures including “When Harry 
Met Sally” and “The Devil 
Wears Prada” were filmed at 

Silvercup Studios.
The expansion would be a 

boost for the Bronx. Studio of-
ficials estimate that the proj-
ect will create 400 well-paying 
production-industry jobs and 
an additional 100 construction 
jobs.

“The film and television in-
dustries have historically of-
fered good jobs with pathways 
to success for New Yorkers, and 
the expansion of this thriving 
industry will be hugely mean-
ingful to Bronxites,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said. “Every 
year the production industry 

BY BILL PARRY

New protected bike lanes 
that span both directions of 
the Greenpoint Avenue Bridge 
were opened last week by the 
city’s Department of Transpor-
tation. The project and the on-
going redesign of Greenpoint 
Avenue provide a vital bike 
network connection between 
Queens and Brooklyn that 
spans more than 1.5 miles over 
the Newtown Creek just south 
of Sunnyside.

“I am excited to see cyclists 
riding in the new protected 
bike lane on the Greenpoint 
Avenue Bridge,” DOT Com-
missioner Polly Trottenberg 
said. “This critical piece of the 
bike network will now provide 
a safe connection between 
Queens and Brooklyn for hun-

dreds of cyclists getting to 
work or just enjoying a ride 
around town.”

Some of the first riders to 

use the new lanes included 
Deputy Commissioner Ryan 
Russo, who spearheaded the 
project, and several members 
of his staff. They rode to the 
midpoint of the Greenpoint 
Avenue Bridge and stopped to 
speak of the merits of the proj-
ect on July 2,  .

“I’m excited to make this 
connection between the two 
boroughs that bring commu-
nities together from Williams-
burg and Greenpoint and Sun-
nyside,” Russo said. “Before 
we had signs at the base of the 
bridge telling riders to walk 
their bikes across. Many of the 
600 riders per day refused and 
they’d take their lives in their 
own hands riding against the 
heavy truck volume. Now driv-
ers don’t have to be nervous 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The city Department of 
Homeless Services deter-
mined the Skyway Men’s 
Shelter, which currently 
houses sex-offenders among 
its residents in South Ozone 
Park, is too close to a school 
and in violation of shelter 
residency restrictions, City 
Councilman Ruben Wills (D-
South Ozone Park) said Tues-
day. 

The facility, a former mo-
tel at 132-30 South Conduit 
Ave. on the outer edge of 
Kennedy Airport, is home 
to more than 100 residents.  
It has been a controversial 
issue in the area since it 
changed from a family shel-
ter to a men’s shelter in 2011.

“Several years ago, Sky-
way was a family shelter that 
was embraced by our com-
munity,” Wills said during a 
new conference Tuesday. “Its 
children went to PS 124. In a 
matter of days, they and their 
families had been uprooted 
in favor of Level 2 and 3 sex-
offenders. Since then an un-
told number of sex-offenders 
have passed through Sky-
way’s doors, but those doors 
will soon be closed to them.

 Wills stood near PS 124, 
just shy of 1,000 feet from the 
Skyway shelter. 

Wills was joined by Eileen 
Lamanna, the PTA president 
for PS 124, South Ozone Park 
Civic Association West mem-
bers and residents.

Wills’ office conducted a 
recent survey and he hired 
a contractor using personal 
funds. In June, the contractor 
measured the actual distance 
twice between the school and 
the shelter, finding it mea-
sured 922 feet, which falls 
short of the state-mandated 
1,000 foot boundary.

After the revelation Wills 
went to present the new found 
measurements to DHS, which 
concurred with Wills and de-
cided to make changes based 
on state laws, he said. 

State law prohibits certain 
sex offenders from knowing-
ly entering into or upon any 
school grounds. State penal 
law defines school grounds 
as “any area accessible to 
the public located within 
1,000 feet of the real property 
boundary line comprising 
any such school,” and also 
specifies that the defini-
tion includes sidewalks and 
streets.

“It’s a sigh of relief,” La-
manna said about the trans-
fer of the sex offenders from 
the men’s shelter, which she 
has opposed since 2011.

The Skyway Men’s Shelter 
currently houses 52 regis-
tered Level 2 and Level 3 sex 
offenders, according to the 
state Division of Criminal 
Justice Services’ Sex Offend-
er Registry.

“It’s saturated, that’s the 
right word for it - it is satu-
rated. Communities like ours 

DOT Deputy Commissioner Ryan 
Russo leads his staff across the 
Greenpoint Avenue Bridge to cel-
ebrate the opening of new bike 
lanes. Photo by Bill Parry

The Department of Homeless Services determined the Skyway Men’s 
Shelter, which currently includes known sex offenders among its resi-
dents, is not compliant with state residency restrictions.

Long Island City's Silvercup Studios is expanding its film and television 
production facilities to the Bronx. Photo by Bill Parry

Shelter’s sex offenders
too near school: Wills

Bikers safe on new bridge lanes

Silvercup plans expansion
LIC studio will build new production facility in the Bronx

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 20

Continued on Page 48
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Elected officials representing Glen-

dale, Middle Village and Ridgewood 
have secured more time for residents 
to voice their opinions on plans to in-
crease the amount of waste that rail 
cars transport through their neighbor-
hoods. 

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Glendale) and state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) were among 
officials who convinced the state De-
partment of Environmental Conserva-
tion to extend the public comment pe-
riod on  permits to expand the amount 
and type of debris that One World Re-
cycling, Inc. in Lindenhurst and Coast-
al Distribution LLC in Farmingdale 
are seeking to ship through the Fresh 
Pond Rail Yard. 

The public can now submit com-
ments through Aug. 9. The previous 
deadline was July 10. The comment pe-
riod started June 22. DEC will use the 
comments as a factor in determining 
whether to issue the permits. 

The New York and Atlantic Railway 
transports debris on freight rail cars 

through the Fresh Pond Rail Yard, 
whose tracks run along residential 
communities in Glendale, Middle Vil-

lage and Ridgewood. 
On June 19, the DEC released two 

draft permits to increase the amount 
and type of waste transported through 
Fresh Pond Rail Yard, according to a 
letter dated June 26 that the elected 
officials wrote to DEC Commissioner 
Joseph Martens. 

The officials noted that Coastal 
Distribution LLC wants to expand the 
type of waste it transports to include 
commercial and residential waste. The 
company was also planning to test out 
three types of enclosures to contain 
the waste. 

One World Recycling, they said, was 
seeking to increase the overall quanti-
ty of waste it transports in the area. 

In the letter, the officials called for 
a community forum to be held on the 
issue in addition to extending the com-
ment period. 

Crowley, who has been dealing with 
the issue since she took office, said 
there was a moratorium on the move-
ment of freight on the rails until 2005.

They discovered that some of the 
companies were mixing construction 
debris, which consists of brick, mor-
tar and wood, with putrescible waste, 

which includes organic and other 
types of household waste, which is not 
allowed. 

In addition to the nasty smell that 
results from the mixture, residents are 
also bothered by the noise of the trains 
and the rodents that come due to the 
garbage, she said. 

“There are so many people not only 
in my area that I represent but all 
along the rail that should know that 
these companies want to move more 
waste and how that would impact their 
quality of life,” Crowley said.

Meng said the move would allow 
residents to have a voice on the mat-
ter. 

“We first heard about this and that 
there was only 19 days that the com-
missioner had allotted for public com-
ment and so we wanted a little more 
time because this is an issue that re-
ally affects the quality of life of our 
communities there,” Meng said. 

Mary Parisen, chairwoman of Civ-
ics United for Railroad Environmental 
Solutions, an advocacy group, wrote a 
letter to Martens dated June 12 asking 
for state law to be updated to give DEC 

BY SHANNA FULD AND BILL PARRY

Astoria’s Greek community is hold-
ing its collective breath and will be 
glued to the news and social media for 
the second straight Sunday as it waits 
to see what happens next in Greece’s 
financial crisis. 

Leaders requested a three-year 
loan from the eurozone’s bailout fund 
Wednesday and will find out Sunday 
the decision of European leaders at a 
summit on the country’s economic fu-
ture.

This follows last Sunday’s surprise 
result of its first national referendum 
in 41 years.  Greeks voted “no” by 
more than 61 percent to 38 percent, 
in support of Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras’s stand against its European 
creditors’ austerity demands, putting 
the nation’s banks at risk of collapse 
and paving the way for Greece’s poten-
tial exit from the European monetary 
union.

“You know how many prayers I 
did for the ‘no’ vote?” Astoria resident 
Paula Douralas asked. “It’s not that 
we think we should not repay them; 
we want the euro, we want to be in Eu-
rope. You just can’t squeeze the people 
at the neck.” 

Douralas said people are starving 
and cannot find jobs and thousands of 

young people have committed suicide 
because they had debts to pay or could 
not feed themselves or their families.

Greece became the first developed 
nation to miss a repayment deadline 
to the International Monetary Fund 
June 30, cutting its financial lifelines. 

If it doesn’t repay $3.8 billion in debt to 
the European Central Bank on July 20, 
which would require bailout loans, li-
quidity support will end and the euros 
will run out. 

The leaders of Germany and France 
met Monday in Paris to strategize. Ger-

man Chancellor Angela Merkel wants 
Greece to repay its loans or be cut off 
from more lending while French Presi-
dent François Hollande supports debt 
relief as part of a new bailout.

“In 1953 we voted for Germany to 
cut the expenses from what they bor-
rowed, but why won’t Germany do 
the same,” Greek Superstore owner 
Theodor Xenos said. “We did the right 
thing for them, why don’t they do the 
right thing for us?”

Leaders from the other 18 member 
nations will discuss what will happen 
next at a summit in Brussels Tuesday. 
If Greece is forced out of the eurozone, 
it would be forced to print its own cur-
rency, something that would unleash 
inflation, destroy institutions and 
bring poverty, some experts warn.

The rebuke of European creditors 
by Greek voters comes after a six-year 
depression in which Greece’s real GDP 
dropped 26 percent, according to The 
New York Times.

“If you have somebody in your house 
for five years telling you what to do and 
nothing happens, are you going to keep 
him?” Xenos asked. “So we don’t want 
the European Union anymore. The EU 
doesn’t know what to do.”

Greece’s outspoken finance minis-

Residents of Glendale, Middle Village and 
Ridgewood have more time to weigh in on  
on waste from rail cars coming into their ar-
eas.  Photo by Michael Shain

The economic crisis in Greece hits home in Astoria too.  Photo by Bill Parry

Astoria’s Greeks await Euro decision
Nation faces expulsion from monetary union unless demands are accepted by leaders Sunday

Nabes get more time to vent on train waste 

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 48



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 10–16, 20156    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

BY MADINA TOURE

Elected officials are calling 
on the U.S. Coast Guard and 
the MTA to extend right-of-way 
peak hours for trains along 
Rockaway’s Beach Channel 
Rail Bridge. 

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.), state Assemblyman 

Phillip Goldfeder (D-Howard 
Beach) and City Council-
man Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton) are calling on the 
two agencies to investigate 
train and maritime travel on 
the bridge and think about 
expanding right-of-way train 
times for commuters traveling 
during rush hours. 

“Families who have the 
longest commutes in the entire 
city should not be burdened by 
boats that have pass to under 
the bridge,” Goldfeder said. 
“We need to respect the strug-
gle that our families are going 
through and do the best we can 

BY SHANNA FULD 

Where “Triumph of Civic 
Virtue,” a statue created by 
Frederick MacMonnies once 
stood, to the left of Queens 
Borough Hall, there is now 
just an empty platform in 
a locked fence, but this is 
soon to change. The new de-
sign to be added to the ped-
estal will celebrate women 
of Queens, according to the 
city Department of Design 
and Construction. 

A spokesman for Borough 
President Melinda Katz said 
the “DDC is currently re-
viewing the bids submitted 
pursuant to a competitive bid 
process.” 

The project is expected to 
begin in the late fall and fin-
ish by the fall of 2016. 

The statue that used to 
stand at the spot is a sculp-
ture showing a muscular 
man holding a sword over his 
shoulder, hovering over two 
women depicted as sirens. 
The man represents civic 

virtue while the two women 
represent vice and corrup-
tion. Originally crafted and 
set down in City Hall Park in 
1922, the statue has been relo-
cated more than once. 

Twenty years later, then 
Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia 
sent the statue to Queens 
because he had been sick of 
looking at the statue’s back 
side. 

 “Civic Virtue” continued 
to bother onlookers and was 
regarded as sexist in more re-
cent times. For this reasons, 
it was moved in 2012  from 
Queens to Green-Wood cem-
etery in Brooklyn after the 
statue underwent a restora-
tion process - with the bless-
ings of former Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall. 

As far as the platform at 
Queens boulevard goes, the 
spokesman for Katz said:

“The site will soon host a 
visible, meaningful tribute to 
the women of Queens and be-
come a public space utilized 
and enjoyed by all.”

Elected officials are asking the MTA and the U.S. Coast Guard to increase travel hours for commuters along the 
Beach Channel Rail Bridge. MTA

Locals to enjoy spot 
where old statue stood

Rockaway bridge train riders 
need more travel time: Pols

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:

PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. FEDERBUSCH, DPM
Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics

65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

SATURDAY HOURS HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

718-366-FEET / 718-366-3338
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Continued on Page 48
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BY SHANNA FULD

Since the demolition of 
the municipal garage behind 
Queens Borough Hall in Kew 
Gardens, parking in the area 
has become increasingly dif-
ficult. 

The loss of the garage, 
which had served the public, 
affects everyone who now vis-
its the hall and courthouse, 
including people who work in 
the area, those appearing at 
court or even people just try-
ing to visit Kew Gardens.

The structure was deemed 
unsafe by the city Department 
of Buildings at the end of Sep-
tember 2014 and destruction 
of the garage began last win-
ter. Between construction on 
the Van Wyck Expressway 
and TV crews leaving trucks 
near Borough Hall to film, 
people are having a very 
hard time finding a place to 
keep their cars while attend-
ing to their business. 

“You can’t park anywhere. 
The lots get filled up really, 
really fast so if you come 
here after 8:30 a.m., you have 
to park six or seven blocks 
away,” Robert Pinki of Forest 
Hills said.

In an effort to improve the 
parking situation, the city 

Department of Transporta-
tion has added 40 more angle 
spots on 134th Street, now 
making a total of 78 spots. 
In addition, curbside regu-
lations have been changed 
to accommodate 20 more 
spaces on Queens Boulevard 
before the entrance to the 
Van Wyck, making a total of 
40 six-hour metered parking 
spaces there. 

Despite the extra spaces, 
this jammed area of Queens 
remains a nightmare for driv-
ers. Many people get dropped 
off by the court buildings to 
save themselves the trouble 
and stress of seeking park-
ing.

“My son drove me because 
it’s very difficult to park,” 
Ana Olivo of Fresh Meadows, 
said.  

Jose Zilvetiz, a custodian 
who works in a deli on Queens 
Boulevard, said he and all of 
his co-workers had to change 
their morning routines in or-
der to get a parking spot. 

“I start at 7 a.m.,” he said. 
“But I head to work at 5:30. 
It’s impossible.” 

The garage will be turned 
into a surface lot, which is 
projected to be finished by 
early August. 

BY MADINA TOURE

At a legislative roundtable 
with media outlets, state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
spoke about the recent an-
nouncement of the Lunar New 
Year school holiday, the tense 
relationship between Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and Gov. An-
drew Cuomo and her legisla-
tive achievements. 

Sitting in her district office 
at 142-29 37th Ave., Stavisky 
said de Blasio made it clear 
that no other holidays would 
be recognized following the 
announcement of the Eid and 
Lunar New Year holidays.

But she expressed support 
for a Diwali school holiday, the 
Festival of Lights celebrated 
by Hindus, reiterating her 
calls for the elimination of 
Brooklyn-Queens Day, which 
originally marked the found-
ing of the Sunday school move-
ment. It is currently a day of 
professional development. 

“The mayor made it very 
clear at that press conference: 
no more school holidays,” 
Stavisky said. “Do I support 
it? Yes, I think people  should 
not have to choose between 
sending their child to school 
and observing their cultural 
traditions.”

She also acknowledged that 
there is “some real conflict” 
between Cuomo and de Blasio, 
calling them “two strongly 
willed individuals.” 

She said she thinks de Bla-
sio was exasperated at mayoral 
control of city schools only be-
ing extended for one year as 
well as the rent regulation com-

promise and expected more 
support from Cuomo in terms 
of support for city issues. 

Cuomo, she said, has 
worked well with Republicans 
in the Senate and has tried to 
represent his constituents.

“I think the mayor just was 
expressing his frustration at 
what he considered the lack 
of concern for New York City,” 
Stavisky said. “I think they re-
ally have to sit down privately, 
without the cameras, without 
the media, and try to work out 
some of their differences.”

She also spoke about her 
legislative achievements dur-
ing the session that ended 
June 17.

There were 1,628 bills that 
passed the Senate, 1,065 in 
the Assembly and 718 in both 
houses of the legislature, ac-
cording to Stavisky. 

The most notable accom-
plishment was the last-minute 
passage of an omnibus bill 
known as “the big ugly,” which 
included a variety of issues, 
she said. 

The bill’s highlights in-
clude the extension of 421-a for 
six months, the extension of 
rent regulations for four years   
and the extension of mayoral 
control of schools for a year.

The bill passed the Senate 
47-12 and the Assembly 122-13. 
She said she hopes hearings 
will be held on mayoral con-
trol, calling the lack of hear-
ings a “serious mistake” and a 
“wasted opportunity.”

Another notable accom-
plishment was the appro-
priation of $23.5 billion in the 
roughly $142 billion state bud-

get for education, including a 
$1.3 million increase in educa-
tion for New York state. 

Breakthroughs also includ-
ed the passage of a bill requir-
ing textbooks to include the 
East Sea if the Sea of Japan is 
included on a map, a campus 
sexual assault bill passed with 
bipartisan support, increased 
funding for SUNY and CUNY 
and nine of the 10 points in the 
Women’s Equality Agenda.  

But there were “missed 
opportunities,” she said, not-
ing that the Legislature failed 
to raise the minimum wage 
statewide, pass the paid fam-
ily leave bill and meaningful 
campaign finance reform.

She also said that the 
Dream Act, which costs $18 
million to $20 million, was 
never considered, and that 
the age of juveniles should be 
raised so that they are tried in 
Family Court instead of under 
adult laws. 

Remarking that “we still 
have the three men in the 
room” and that there were “too 
many scandals,” Stavisky still 
credited Majority Leader Sen. 
John Flanagan (R-Suffolk) 
and state Assembly Speaker 
Carl Heastie (D-Bronx) with 
handling a difficult transition 
well.

“They had never done this 
before, but they did negotiate 
an end-of-session package of 
bills and they work well to-
gether,” she said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Drivers in Kew Gardens can look forward to reconstruction of a sur-
face lot behind Queens Borough Hall, alleviating some parking stress.  

Photo by Shanna Fuld

State Senator Toby Stavisky addresses journalists at a legislative roundtable at her district office.  
Photo by Madina Toure

Stavisky backs Diwali
Senator discusses wins, losses in Albany session

Kew Gardens garage 
to be replaced by lot

typically feel they are held un-
derwater,” said Wills, who is 
also fighting the development 
of juvenile delinquent group 
homes in the same area.

“I am hoping the mayor 
will say maybe this is wrong. 
Community Board 10 doesn’t 
have a senior center. Why not 
turn it into a senior center or 
bring in universal pre-K?” 

the councilman said. 
 Wills said he asked DHS 

to expedite the removal of all 
sex offenders who currently 
live at Skyway Men’s Shelter 
and to reassess the viabil-
ity of the process by which it 
converts similar facilities to 
permanent shelters.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Shelter
Continued from Page 4
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POLICE 

Blotter

QUEENS VILLAGE—A police raid 
busted 16 alleged Blood gang mem-
bers, 13 of them from Queens, July 1 on 
charges of manufacturing and selling 
fraudulent credit cards in and around 
Queens Village, police said. 

The raid recovered a loaded .40 
caliber Glock, ammunition, $11,259 in 
cash, six laptops and various computer 
equipment, five hand-held skimmers, 
two card readers, four cell phones, 

three vehicles, numerous fraudulent 
credit cards and gift cards, 41 marijua-
na plants, two five-gallon containers of 
marijuana and high intensity lights, 
according to police officials.

The defendants were arrested and 
charged with grand larceny, posses-
sion of a forged instrument and crimi-
nal possession of marijuana, according 
to criminal court records. 

SOUTH OZONE PARK— A young man 
robbed another man inside Resorts 
World Casino July 2, police said. 

Around 11:30 p.m., the suspect ap-
proached a 54 year-old male victim in-
side the Resorts World Casino located 
at 110-00 Rockaway Blvd. and took an 
estimated $2000 in cash from his hand 
as he was playing a slot machine, po-
lice said.  

Police described the suspect as a 
thinly built, light-skinned male be-

tween the ages 20-25 years old.  
Anyone with information in re-

gards to this incident is asked to 
call Crimestoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS 
(8477). The public can also sub-
mit their tips by logging onto the 
Crimestoppers website at WWW.
NYPDCRIMESTOPPERS.COM or by 
texting their tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 
then enter TIP577. All calls are strict-
ly confidential.

MASPETH—A semi tractor trailer 
was struck by a train while crossing 
railroad tracks on Maspeth Avenue 
near Rust Street early Wednesday 
morning and caught on fire, resulting 
in a single injury, police said.

The NYPD responded to a 9-1-1 call 
around 12:45 a.m. on July 8, discover-
ing that the tractor had been engulfed 
in flames, but the Fire Department had 
the fire under control shortly after 1 
a.m., the police said.

An investigation by the NYPD 
Highway Unit’s Collision Investigation 
Squad determined that a New York 

Atlantic Freight Rails train carrying 
garbage was traveling eastbound at 
about 10 miles per hour when it struck 
a semi tractor pulling a 53-foot trailer 
across the tracks.

The train pushed the truck up to 200 
feet before it stopped, the NYPD said.

The 62-year-old truck operator was 
transported to the Elmhurst Hospital 
by Emergency Medical Services after 
complaining of neck and back pain, 
and was in a stable condition, but the 
train’s operator and engineer did not 
accept medical attention, the police 
said.

A loaded weapon was also recovered during the bust.   Photo by NYPD

Semi and train crash on Maspeth tracks

Robbery occurs inside Resorts World

NYPD raid Queens Village fraud ring
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AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER
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Job Placement Assistance Available
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Bravo, Mr. de Blasio.
Despite the delicious political brouhaha over 

whether the mayor was foolish to attack the gover-
nor for failing to support him, it was important for 
the city to hear from Bill de Blasio why he thinks his 
ambitious agenda has been blocked.

In Queens, we wonder why Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
extended mayoral control for six years to former 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, a nominal Republican, 
but only gave de Blasio—a fellow Democrat—one 
year. We’re also puzzled that Cuomo fought the 
mayor’s tax plan to encourage developers to build 
critically needed affordable housing and let the rent 
regulations law die on the vine before they were res-
urrected in much the same form days later.

As we have noted before, these are two grown and 
powerful men locked in a school yard rumble that 
has serious repercussions for Queens and the other 
boroughs.  Both are Democrats facing a divided state 
Legislature, where the Republicans control the up-
per house.

A united Democratic front could do wonders for 
this  city of 8.5 million.

Our mayor is not always politically adept. He has 
made some big blunders such as showing up late for 
the annual memorial service for the Flight 587 vic-
tims in Belle Harbor and snubbing his longtime pa-
tron, Hillary Clinton, by withholding support for her 
campaign platform.

But Cuomo, an astute lawmaker, has also stum-
bled by dismantling his ethics commission before 
the other two men in the room were indicted on cor-
ruption charges and allowing the latest budget deal 
to go through without a penny for the beleaguered 
MTA. Queens is a transit wasteland and deserves 
better public transportation.

A frustrated de Blasio called a press conference 
last week to accuse the governor of playing games 
and seeking revenge. Cuomo responded in a terse 
statement saying coalition-building was the way to 
get things done.

Is that why the Dream Act was never passed to 
provide tuition to certain immigrant students or the 
minimum wage not lifted?

Whatever war of egos may be at play, de Blasio 
was right to speak out. Regardless of what the pun-
dits say, he had little to lose. His key programs are 
in lockdown and the city is not getting a fair shake 
from Albany.

At least now we will be able to better evaluate 
Cuomo’s stands on city issues and decide whether 
Queens’ native son is really seeking revenge after 
all.

SETTLING SCORES

Going to bat for a wonderful school
I have lived in this neigh-

borhood in Bayside over 50 
years, and my two sons went to 
205Q when they were children. 
It was a wonderful school at that 
time and I understand it still is 
now.

While I was president of the 
parents association, we were 
advised that the Central Board 
of Education was going to close 
our school and combine it with 
PS 188, an older and smaller 
 building.

This did not make any sense 
to us and we requested a meeting 
with the Central Board, which 
they denied us. We held a special 

parents’ meeting at our school 
and discussed what we could do 
to fight this. We rented a bus, 
went downtown to the Central 
Board and sat in the street out-
side the main entrance stopping 
all traffic.

When the police came, we 
explained the situation and the 
officer said if we would wait on 
the “sidewalk,” he would go up-
stairs and see what he could do 
to get us upstairs to speak to the 
board.

The board allowed three of 
us upstairs to discuss the matter 
and we advised them we would 
never allow them to close our 

school as their reasoning did not 
make any sense.  You don’t com-
bine two schools by closing the 
newer, larger building.

As I believe that many peo-
ple living in the neighborhood 
now and sending their children 
to 205Q have no idea what hap-
pened years ago, I thought you 
might be interested to learn of 
this and all we went through to 
keep our school open. 

Ellen S. Peltonen Evans
Oakland Gardens
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What should not be over-
looked  in the exuberance 
over the same-sex marriage 
decision by the U.S. Supreme 
Court (“Let Freedom Ring,” 
July 3 issue), are the words 
Justice Anthony Kennedy in-
cluded in the court’s majority 
opinion, words that represent 
significant meanings beyond 
the same-sex marriage issue. 

The justice stated: “The 
nature of injustice is that we 
may not always see it in our 
own times. The generators 
that wrote and ratified the Bill 
of Rights and the Fourteenth 
Amendment did not presume 
to know the extent of freedom 
in all its dimensions and so 
they entrusted to future gener-
ations a charter protecting the 
right of all persons to enjoy lib-
erty as we learn its meaning.”

Justice Kennedy’s words 
are a direct rebuke to Justice 
Scalia’s so-called originalist 
claim that these documents 
can only be read as they were 
understood in the 1700s, and 

make it clear our Constitu-
tion, Bill of Rights and Amend-
ments do not contain words 
embedded in concrete, but 
words that are alive and take 
into account changing times 
and values. 

The founding fathers were 
an unusual group of well-
educated and intelligent per-
sons committed to creating 
a republic unlike anything 
that  preceded it. It makes no 
sense that these persons in-
tended future generations be 
shackled by beliefs then ex-
isting and require dozens, if 
not more, Herculean efforts to 
enact amendments when the 
application of common sense 
evidenced a proper meaning 
and interpretation.

“Life liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness” does not 
mean only for those in this 
country in the 1700s, but for all 
people forever.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

READERS WRITE

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
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The decision by R. H. Ma-
cy’s to phase out the Trump 
menswear collection in their 
effort to be politically correct 
in response to Donald Trump’s 
remarks about illegal Mexican 
immigration needs to be bal-
anced by a couple of other facts 
in Macy’s history. 

First, Isidore Strauss (1845-
1912) and his brother, Nathan, 
became partners in Macy’s in 
1874, and sole owners in 1887. 
During the American Civil 
War, Isidore Strauss worked 
for a London-based Confed-
erate agent as a Confederate 
bond salesman in London and 
Amsterdam, as he was a legal 
resident in the state of Georgia 
until 1865 when he returned 
from Europe to New York. Sec-

ond, Edward J. DeBartolo, Sr. 
financed Allied Stores Corpo-
ration’s acquisition of Feder-
ated Department Stores, the 
holding company and owner 
of Macy’s, with $500 million in 
1990. Then Federated filed for 
bankruptcy and defaulted on 
the repayment of the DeBarto-
lo loans, eventually to emerge 
as Macy’s, Inc. 

So, who is Macy’s to be play-
ing Goody Two Shows in their 
disrespect of Mr. Trump and 
his right to his political opin-
ions in view of his quest for the 
Republican Party line in the 
presidential election of 2016?

Now, this commentator 
offers an opinion from the 
horse’s mouth, since my late 
father, Joseph V. Manago, 

was an assistant manager, 
Coins & Stamps, at Abraham 
& Strauss’ flagship Brooklyn 
store, another department 
store co-owned by the Strauss 
family since 1893.

There would be no retail 
giant Macy’s today had it 
not been for the Confederate 
Isidore Strauss’ superb busi-
ness initiatives and for the 
multimillion-dollar loan of 
the business giant, Edward J. 
DeBartolo, Sr., recipient of the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom 
in Economics (1988). Should 
we boycott Macy’s in support 
of Donald Trump?

Joseph N. Manago
Flushing

How to put Trump in perspective
Judging the court

Timeless justiceLIC MEETS STONEHENGE

The Hunters Point Parks Conservancy is inviting the public to its second annual LIC Henge event, 
which marks a sunset that is in perfect alignment with Manhattan’s east-west streets, Sunday from 
7-10 p.m. at the LIC Landing by Coffeed in Hunters Point South Park. Photo courtesy Patrick Graham

At last we see a number of 
decisions coming out of the 
Supreme Court. They’ve been 
a long time coming. They were 
diverse, and as would be ex-
pected, were received by each 
of our political parties with 
various degrees of either ap-
proval or disdain depending 
on their advocacy. Following 
are the five Supreme Court 
judgments.

1.  Ruled in favor of mar-
riage equality, giving joy to so 
many marginalized American 
couples who can now marry in 
all fifty states.

2.  Ruled in favor of univer-
sal healthcare (Obamacare), 
allowing millions of Ameri-
cans to continue access to a 
healthier and happier life.

3.  Ruled to eliminate an 
obstruction to voting rights, 
thus allowing more Ameri-
cans the freedom to cast their 
ballot.

4.  Ruled to allow a pain-
ful execution drug to be used 
to kill those given the death 
penalty.

5.  Ruled against the EPA 
Clean Air Act, which set lim-
its on the emissions of toxic 
pollutants from power plans 
contaminating the air we 
breathe.

It is interesting to note 
the introspection on the part 
of each party relative to cel-
ebrating the Scotus decisions 
above: those of love, happiness 
and freedom or those of death 
and illness.  Listening to the 
politicians, in particular the 
presidential candidates, re-
act to each of the rulings says 
volumes as to their values be-
ing the priorities of their par-
ty.  Listen and learn.  Which 
America do you prefer?

Margaret Fogel
Flushing
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Every time Ted Merwin 
sat down to research his new 
book, he would get hungry. 
After  interviewing him, I 
had the same problem— I ran 
out and bought myself half a 
pound of Hebrew National bo-
logna. How come?

All you need to do is look 
at the name of his book: “Pas-
trami on Rye: An Overstuffed 
History of the Jewish Deli.” 
It’s coming out in October.

Growing up on Long Island, 
the son of a Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn, mom and Beech-
hurst, Queens, dad, Merwin 
says he didn’t get much of 
a religious upbringing. But 
on Sunday nights, when his 
grandparents came by, they’d 
almost invariably sit down to 
a feast of pickles, meats, rye 

bread and maybe a chocolate 
egg cream (which native New 
Yorkers know has never con-
tained either eggs or cream. 
It’s basically chocolate syrup 
with a shot of seltzer and, just 
sometimes, a splash of milk).

As Merwin thought back 
on those years—and how 
he came to be a professor of 

Jewish studies—he started to 
wonder about the role of the 
deli in Jewish life. He figured 
that, like Yiddish and a sense 
of humor, delis must’ve come 
to New York with the flood 
of Eastern European immi-
grants in the early 1900s. 

He figured wrong. 
“I couldn’t find much evi-

dence of there being a lot of 
delis on the Lower East Side,” 
Merwin says. In fact, an 1899 
survey found only 10 delis 
there, “And that was the most 
crowded place on the face of the 
earth. Hundreds of thousands 
of Jews there, and it wasn’t a 
big part of their lives.”

 While Katz’s opened on 
Ludlow Street in 1888, deli cul-
ture didn’t really take hold in 
New York until the ‘20s or ‘30s, 

once the Jews became a little 
less desperately poor, and 
also once sandwiches became 
a part of bustling city life -- a 
meal you could take on the 
run. 

This new convenience was 
not without controversy. 

“There were real concerns, 
particularly among the more 
conservative social commenta-
tors, that the deli was destroy-
ing civilization,” says Merwin. 
Consider that women who had 
just gotten the right to vote 
were taking college classes, 
frequenting jazz clubs. And 
now, thanks to the deli, “they 
could come home five minutes 
before their husband and run 
to the corner deli and have a 
whole meal waiting without 
having to cook anything at 
all.”

Horrors.
As the Jews migrated out to 

the boroughs, delis followed, 
featuring what Merwin calls 
“the triumvirate” of Jew-
ish meats: pastrami, corned 
beef and tongue. By the 1930s 
there were 1,550 kosher delis 
throughout the city. Here Jews 

met their future mates, gath-
ered with extended family and 
caught up on local news. 

“Sunday night in the ko-
sher deli became the secular 
equivalent of Friday evening 
in the synagogue,” says Mer-
win.

At the same time, glamor-
ous Midtown delis were open-
ing that flagrantly flouted the 
religious rules against mixing 
milk with meat, and using 
only kosher foods. Lindy’s, 
Reuben’s, The Stage and the 
Carnegie Deli weren’t cater-
ing to local families or even 
just Jews. They served a dif-
ferent purpose, in the form of 
a sandwich too big to finish. 

“The whole idea of the over-
stuffed sandwich was really a 
symbol of the bounty of Amer-
ica,” Merwin says. And to be 
surrounded by glossy photos 
of celebrities who’d eaten the 
same food as you at the same 
place—that was really some-
thing. To eat at a Midtown deli 
was to tell the world: You’d 
made it. 

Of course, time and tongue 
wait for no man, and eventu-

ally the glory days of the deli 
began to fade. Jews moved on 
to Chinese food, for reasons 
requiring another book, and 
health concerns were the final 
nail in the onion roll. If you 
want to live forever, chopped 
liver is probably not the 
 ticket.

It’s hard to say the exact 
number of delis left in New 
York now, in part because of 
the fluidity of the term. Is a 
deli a place with salami om-
elets and rude waiters? Or is it 
where you can buy a plantain 
at midnight? 

Today’s tourists digging 
into massive pastrami sand-
wiches in Midtown will say 
they’re there for the “New 
York Food.” The Jewish link 
is lost on them. The mouth-
watering, meat-worshipping, 
top-of-the-world feeling is not.

And with that I must bid 
you a hasty goodbye. I’ve got 
a date with two pieces of rye 
and...whatever.

 
Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 

speaker and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.

COLUMNS

The mayor’s preliminary 
plans to change the zoning on 
property in Queens from R3 
upwards are being prepared 
by his officials, but there is 
no input permitted from the 
civic leaders. There was one 
public hearing in Manhattan, 
where most people did not get 
a chance to speak. People were 
permitted to send in com-
ments, but there have been no 
public hearings around the 
five boroughs where people 
can give their views.

Civic leaders want public 
hearings before final zoning 
text amendments are issued 
so their concerns can be ad-
dressed to change things 
which are wrong. It is better 

to get things right the first 
time than to try to change 
them later. The mayor wants 
more affordable housing, but 
he wants to permit basement 
apartments and the rezoning 
of areas so larger buildings 
with more people can be built. 
Plans call for the elimination 
of green areas around build-
ings, taller buildings and the 
elimination of parking in ar-
eas near public transporta-
tion where there are senior 
citizen residences.

The Queens Civic Con-
gress, which represents civic 
associations in Queens, has 
written a stinging reply to the 
original proposals. Individu-
al civic associations and civic 
leaders have written of their 
opposition in newspapers and 
in their civic newsletters.

The June 2015 newslet-
ter of the West Cunningham 
Park Civic Association ex-
plained how these new zoning 
changes threaten our quality 
of life. It criticized the propos-

al to eliminate parking for se-
nior citizens on the false the-
ory that seniors don’t drive. 
Where would visitors park? 
If the city decreases green 
areas around buildings, then 
rainwater will have no way 
to get back underground and 
refill our aquifers. They don’t 
want Queens to become filled 
with cement and brick streets 
and yards. The civic associa-
tion is concerned that the city 
might even try to change the 
Special Preservation District 
of the Fresh Meadows Devel-
opment where a notorious 
developer wanted to build 22 
two-family houses where the 
Klein farm is located. There 
is little parking in this area 
now.

Way back in the 2014 May/
June newsletter, the WCPCA 
printed an article calling it 
crazy to make illegal base-
ment apartments legal. In 
addition to the illegal things 
that might be done, there is 
the problem of adding more 

people to these residential 
neighborhoods.

The June 2015 newsletter 
of the Bayside Hills Civic As-
sociation, The Beacon, actu-
ally printed the May 14 Civic 
Scene column from this paper 
on this topic. That column had 
said that people buy homes in 
a specific area with specific 
zoning so there are lawns, 
gardens, flowers, bushes, 
trees and open spaces. People 
don’t want cement and bricks 
and tall buildings and excess 
people with garbage and re-
cycling cans all over and cars 
parked on lawns.

The April 2015 newsletter 
of the Fresh Meadows Hom-
eowners reprinted part of the 
letter the Queens Civic Con-
gress wrote concerning their 
concerns about these zoning 
changes being prepared by 
the Department of City Plan-
ning. The article told of the 
years of work that civic lead-
ers put into the rezoning of 
residential areas from R2 to 

R2A to keep the neighbor-
hoods of Queens nice places 
to live in. Any changes now 
made in areas zoned from R3 
upward could undo many of 
the good things accomplished. 
Often, R2A areas are adjacent 
to R3 or R4 or R5 or R6 areas 
and changes could result in 
non-conforming buildings.

Another problem, which 
was mentioned at the Feb. 17 
meeting of the Queens Civic 
Congress, is that the Depart-
ment of Buildings is ineffec-
tive now in maintaining the 
zoning rules. There is real 
concern that if the city loos-
ens the zoning rules and per-
mits builders to build what is 
illegal now they will violate 
the law completely.

Currently DOB can’t even 
get into buildings to check for 
illegal construction. Even if 
fined, some builders make a 
deal or just ignore the fine. It 
never even becomes a lien on 
the building.

Civic leaders of Queens still write against the mayor

Delis play a starring role in New York’s story

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

Lenore 
Skenazy
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Rhymes 
with Crazy
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Even though the first 50 
years of the 20th century were 
pretty barbaric due to two ex-
tremely bloody world wars, I 
still believe the arc of history 
bends towards progress and 
the pace has accelerated in 
the last 50 years.

In the 1960s we saw the 
beginning of the civil rights 
movement in America and 
in the 1970s the proxy wars 
between America and Russia 
wound down. In the 1980s we 
witnessed the slow motion 
decay of the Soviet empire 
and in the 1990s the seeds of 
globalism were planted which 
helped lift the economies of 
second tier countries.

The dawn of the 21st cen-

tury has seen many signs of 
great progress even though 
the media wants us to believe 
that there is more chaos in the 
world. Tyrannical regimes in 
many Middle Eastern coun-
tries have been toppled, the 
scourge of AIDS and other in-
fectious diseases have been 

diminished and we have be-
come much more accepting of 
homosexuality. Our country 
has elected its first African-
American president and we 
may be on the verge of electing 
our first female president.

With the glow of our July 
4th celebration dimming this 
week, we see once again the 
brilliance of the framers of 
the U.S. Constitution in build-
ing a modern government 
that has three pillars—the 
president, the Congress and 
the Supreme Court. Many 
modern political scientists 
believe we are living in an 
age of the powerful executive 
branch, even though the past 
few presidents have seeming-

ly been stifled by an intran-
sigent Congress that prefers 
gridlock to collaboration.

Obama has been in many 
ways a transformational 
leader, whose impact will 
probably not be fully appre-
ciated for another decade. 
His revolutionary universal 
health care plan—which has 
withstood repeated legal and 
congressional assaults—
will go down in history as a 
society-changing policy like 
Medicare and Medicaid have 
been. While Obama has unfor-
tunately not done enough to 
combat the growing problem 
of inequality, he has started 
chipping away with legisla-
tion like health care, increas-
ing the minimum wage and 
expanding the eligibility for 
overtime pay. If he could take 
a stab at making the tax code 
more progressive—a monu-
mental lift in the short time 
he has left in office—then he 
would truly be a hero to the 
increasingly beleaguered 

middle class and underclass. 
And while he’s at it, fixing 
the college loan program and 
reversing the spiraling cost of 
higher education would be an-
other much needed fix.

With the recent controver-
sial Supreme Court decisions 
on marriage equality and 
health care, we see how im-
portant the next few Supreme 
Court choices will be since the 
court is now so evenly divided. 
When we select our next presi-
dent, the impact will obvi-
ously be felt during his or her 
four- or eight-year terms, but 
also well beyond that because 
of the new chief executive’s 
Supreme Court choices. Elena 
Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor 
are likely to be on the bench 
for a long time and it is likely 
that the liberal stalwart of 
the Supremes—Justice Ruth 
Ginsburg—will be replaced by 
our next president.

So as we ponder the pro-
gressive arc of history, we 
should also be well aware that 

our hard-fought gains can 
be reversed with the wrong 
leadership. As we begin to 
enter the Republican ver-
sion of “Survivor” these next 
12 months and as we watch 
whether anyone can catch Hil-
lary on the Dem side, it is im-
portant to remember that our 
vote cannot only pick the next 
president but also can affect 
transformative legislation or 
a Supreme Court case.

Tom Allon, the president 
of City and State, NY, is the 
former Liberal Party-backed 
candidate for mayor in 2013. 
He can be reached at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

The arc of history meets the Supreme Court
We can see how 

important the next 
few Supreme Court 

choices will be

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

718.514.6820 |  PlazaCollege.edu
118-33 Queens Boulevard, Forest Hills
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
The city Department of Homeless 

Services has undertaken a number of 
initiative to address employee safety 
in homeless shelters following the 
murder of Whitestone resident Ana 
Charle, director of a homeless shelter 
in the Bronx at the end of April, alleg-
edly by a former resident.

In May, DHS set up an interagency 
task force with the Health Department, 
Correction,  Probation, the NYPD; and 
the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Jus-
tice.

The task force looks at the agency’s 
work related to sheltering high-risk 
populations, including clients affected 
by serious and persistent mental ill-
ness, clients who continuously express 

violent and dangerous behavior and 
those who have been recently released 
from incarceration. 

DHS said it is working with other 
agencies to develop effective protocols 
and procedures. 

The agency’s budget allocates $123.7 
million toward security. 

Charle, 36, a native of Spain and 
a mother of two, was shot and killed 
April 27.  West Spruill, 39, a former 
resident of Project Renewal’s Bronx 
Boulevard, a homeless shelter at 4380 
Bronx Blvd. in the Wakefield section of 
the Bronx where she was the director, 
has pleaded not guilty to the murder, 
according to the Bronx district attor-
ney’s office. 

Councilman Andrew Cohen (D-

BY MADINA TOURE

More than 800 NYPD recruits, hail-
ing from 46 countries, made up the first 
graduating class of the Police Academy 
in College Point, who were honored  at 
a ceremony held in Madison Square 
Garden July 2. 

The recruits, 490 of whom are New 
York City residents,  completed six 
months of intensive training at the 
facility. Their first major citywide de-
ployment for the class was during the 
July 4 weekend celebration. 

Police Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton, who presided over the ceremony, 
stressed to the graduates the impor-
tance of the profession. 

“You’re coming into this profession 
at a time when we need your commit-
ment and your passion,” Bratton said. 
“Together, we will make this a safer, 
fairer city, everywhere for everyone—
for the citizens and for you, too.”

The class is made up of 822 NYPD 
officers, 11 MTA officers and one 
Amtrak officer, according to the office 
of Mayor Bill de Blasio.   there were 694 
male recruits and 128 female recruits. 

Nearly 54 percent of the graduates 
are white, or 443, the mayor’s office 
 said. About 10 percent of the gradu-
ates are black, or 82. Asians make up 
a little more than 10 percent, or 85, and 
Hispanics make up a little more than 
25 percent, or 208. 

The class received diversity train-
ing and will receive instruction from 
field training officers, experienced po-
lice officers who will help them during 
their first months on patrol. 

The new officers will also receive 
guidance from community partners, 
leaders in the areas in which they will 
be working. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio thanked the 
graduates for their dedication to public 
service.

“This month’s historically low 
crime stats and declining CCRB (Ci-
vilian Complaints Review Board) 
complaints is a strong indicator that 
our police force continues to move in 
the right direction, and I know this 
new class shares this administration’s 
commitment to bring police and com-
munity closer together while keeping 
our city safe,” de Blasio said.

Nearly 500 New York City residents gradu-
ated from the Police Academy last week. 

Homeless Services tackles 
employee safety in shelters

NYPD recruits graduate 
from College Pt. academyGerman   Lessons

for  
Children

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4–5 From 4:30–6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5–6

Other Classes Ages 7–l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543
Continued on Page 34
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Shaun Lambert
Student of Distinction
July 2015
Law, Government & Community 
Service High School
Jamaica, New York

Shaun Lambert is an exceptional young 
man who has overcome hardship to become 
Valedictorian of his graduating class. He is a 
member of the National Honors Society and 
was on the Honor Roll each and every year 
of his academic career at Law, Government 
and Community Service High School. 

Dedication to education is evident in his 
attendance record, which was perfect for 
fi ve consecutive years. He also represents 
his school at the Borough Student Advisory 
Council. BSAC provides the opportunity for 
school students to meet with the Queens High 
School Superintendent and learn about DOE 
initiatives. In turn, students are afforded the 
opportunity to voice their concerns to admin-
istrators. 

Among the many activities Shaun has 
engaged in with the school is serving as Year-
book Editor. As such, he designed the front 
and back covers with the theme of modern 
cell phone technology. They both have QRL 
codes so students can use their cell phones to 
see the photos within the yearbook.

Serving the school’s athletic community 
was another strong pull. On the fi eld, he was 
free safety for the Bulldogs, which is Law, 
Government and Community Service High 
School’s Varsity Football team. He was also 
active on the Varsity Track team, which won 
the Queens Borough Championship 2013-
2014. Last spring, however, Shaun collapsed 
in school. He was found to have an infection 
of the heart. Unfortunately, Sean can no lon-
ger play sports as a result. Although he was 
confronted with a major life-changing experi-

ence, he continued to maintain his excellent 
grades and positive outlook on life.

Lasting benefi ts were derived from his par-
ticipation on the Varsity Teams. For example, 
he cites learning to work with others on an 
every day basis as a positive accomplishment 
from being on the teams. “We learn to be on 
time and disciplined. Also,” Shaun explains, 
“I learned the importance of completing all 
tasks to the best of my ability.”

Being a team player came in handy while 
volunteering for food pantries. He feels the 
experience taught him to work quickly and ef-
fi ciently. And, of course, the experience gave 
him even better people skills. Interpersonal 
communication was a powerful force while 
helping on Get Out the Vote campaigns for 
both President Obama’s re-election campaign 
and Council Member Ruben Willis’s cam-
paign. 

Shaun’s ability to work well with peers 
and members of the community extends to his 
relationship with mentors and teachers. It is 
important to note the enthusiasm with which 

Shaun’s teachers describe him. Lisa Wohl, 
Social Studies teacher and Dean, enthuses, 
“Shaun is always an enthusiastic, energetic 
and an engaged contributor. Shaun is a doer. 
He has also proven himself to be a kind, 
dynamic, mature, intelligent and well-rounded 
young man.”

Eric Simone, Spanish teach and Yearbook 
teacher heartily agrees. “Who Shaun is, is 
more important than what he has done. He is 
the type of person who can be entrusted with 
the most important, exigent task. You know 
that not only will it get done, but it will be 
accomplished in a manner beyond reproach. 
He dives into assignments head fi rst and does 
not come up for air until they are completed.”

Much of the dedication to his studies is 
due to his Mom’s insistence on doing well. 
She said that “Shaun is one of those kids who 
is a high achiever. He doesn’t want to be do-
ing only one thing. I have been adamant that 
my children focus on their academic success. 
They were forbidden to leave the kitchen 
table until all homework was completed. My 
main thing was for my children to stay on top 
in school.”

Ms. Wohl agrees that “Shaun is articulate 
and eager to learn. He readily understands 
and is able to communicate diffi cult concepts 
through his gifted public speaking skills. He 
demonstrates real leadership capabilities 
as he assists others in completing classroom 
activities.”

Moving forward, Shaun will be attending 
Alfred State College, which is a technology 
college where he hopes to focus on human 
services and social science. He wishes to be-
come a prosecutor then eventually a District 
Attorney. Will he succeed? There is no doubt 
that he will. As Shaun states, “God gave me 
this life because I am strong enough to live it.” 
And live it brilliantly, we are sure he will.

Congratulations to Shaun and his proud 
family!

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Funds for homeownership 
assistance, workforce develop-
ment, city parks, local institu-
tions and nonprofits for south-
east Queens residents are all 
part of the adopted city budget 
for 2016. 

City Councilmen I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St.Albans), Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica), Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) and 
Daniel Garodnick (D-Man-
hattan) proposed an initiative 
which will allow the city to 
buy back distressed mortgage 
properties and/or modify 
loans to help families keep 
their homes, including $2 mil-
lion for foreclosure preven-
tion. 

Miller said an estimat-
ed 9,000 foreclosures have 
wreaked havoc on neighbor-
hoods in his district and have 
forced out families who have 
lived in these communities for 
generations.

“We are incredibly proud 

and excited to have adopted 
this budget, which treats the 
hardworking people of the city 
with the respect and dignity 
they deserve,” Miller said. 
“We have a responsible docu-
ment that ensures critical 
services are provided to com-
munities throughout the five 

boroughs.”
In collaboration with the 

Queens Delegation; Black, La-
tino and Asian Caucus; and 
Progressive Caucus, the City 
Council was able to secure 
$415,000 in funds for non-
profit groups including Neigh-
borhood Housing Services 
of Jamaica, Jamaica Service 
Program for Older Adults and 
the Queens Interagency Coun-
cil on Aging, all located in Ja-
maica. 

Almost $5 million have 
been allocated for upgrades 
and renovations of Queens 
public institutions, including 
York College, Roy Wilkins 
Park, and the St. Albans and 
Hollis libraries.

The 2016 budget also in-
cludes notable expansions for 
the Coalition of Theatres of 
Color, which will receive $2.66 
million this fiscal year, over 
a million dollars more than it 
received in last year’s budget. 
The coalition is a historic as-

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

More than $5 million  of 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz’s discretionary capital 
funds for the 2016 fiscal year 
will be distributed to pub-
lic elementary and middle 
schools for Smart Boards, 
laptop computers and other 
tech devices across the bor-
ough, her office announced. 

The allocation, estimated 
at $5.14 million  is from Katz’s 
portion of the city’s fiscal 
year 2016 capital budget.

Next year, as part of the 
fiscal year 2017 capital bud-
get, the borough president 
plans to use additional capi-
tal funds to provide tech 
funding to all Queens public 
elementary and intermediate 
schools not included in this 
year’s round of funding.

“Education is the No. 1 
economic investment we can 
make for our families, there-
by for the future of Queens,” 
she said. “By September 2016, 
it is my intent to equip all 

public elementary and middle 
schools in Queens with these 
up-to-date instructional tech 
tools in the classroom. These 
resources will help elevate 
our great Queens schools to 
even higher standards and 
ensure that our kids remain 
globally competitive in the 
21st century.”

An estimated $35,000 will 
go to each of 95 elementary 
schools for the purchase of 
interactive Smart Boards 
and $35,000 will be allocated 
to 38 middle schools for the 
purchase of laptops for in-
school use across all 14 of 
the City Council districts in 
Queens. 

District 27 will receive 
the most laptops in five pub-
lic schools serving parts of 
St. Albans, Hollis, Cambria 
Heights, Queens Village, Ad-
disleigh Park, Jamaica, and 
Springfield Gardens.

District 20, which includes 
parts of Flushing, Queens-
boro Hill, Mitchell Gardens, 

The founder and director of the 
Black Spectrum Theater, Carl Clay 
(r), is getting a boost from discre-
tionary funds in the new 2016 bud-
get. 

Boro schools in line
for hi-tech upgrades

New city budget will help
SE Qns fi ght foreclosures

Open or close an account, pay your bill, transfer service 

to a new location, or even submit your meter reading by 

creating a Con Edison My Account profi le. To learn more, 

visit conEd.com/MyAccount.

Continued on Page 34 Continued on Page 34
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Custom Wood

Arbor PVC RailingCedar PVC

Two Tone

**Up to 20% off select styles.  *Up to $300 off with purchase of 140ft or more of installed fencing. Must present this ad at time of purchase to receive discount.  
Some styles may be excluded. Excludes aluminum and chain link fence.  See store for details. Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases. Valid 
on new installations only.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Aluminum

With Fence Installation 
of 140 Feet Or More*

Must Bring In This Ad
Hurry! Offer Ends Soon!

ADDITIONAL BONUS
QUALITY. VALUE. VARIETY. SERVICE.

AAFree 
“At Home”

Estimates on
New Projects†

1-800-BUY-FENCEwww.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Residential & Commercial
Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

“OVERSTOCKED”

Privacy PVC

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

$300 OFFUP
TO

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

Illinois PVC

LET’S MAKE A DEAL!
20% OFFUP

TO
**
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about hitting cyclists because they 
have their own protected space.”

Russo said the bridge is not a high 
crash location but a place with high 
risk. DOT data shows that there were 
35 injuries on the Greenpoint Avenue 
Bridge between 2009 and 2013 with two 
of them involving cyclists, but no fa-
talities.

“We’re reacting to an influx of resi-
dents living in Sunnyside who work in 
Brooklyn,” Russo said. “Many would 
choose to use their bikes but worried 
about their safety. This is now infra-
structure meeting the needs of the 
people drawing more people to it.”

While Sunnysiders have a safer 
commute to jobs in Brooklyn, the new 
protected bike lanes may bring visi-
tors from Brooklyn. On the Queens 
side of the bridge, cyclists can choose 
Van Damn Street as a route to the wa-
terfront parks, restaurants or the more 

than 30 cultural institutions in Long 
Island City.

Or riders can choose to continue on 
Greenpoint Avenue directly into Sun-
nyside, a neighborhood that was de-
clared the borough’s first Bike Friend-
ly Business District in September by 
Transportation Alternatives. 

Over 70 businesses offer discounts 
to the 12,000 Transportation Alterna-
tive members as a way to showcase its 
“eclectic mix of shops, restaurants and 
cafes,” according to City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside).

“As ridership climbs in our city and 
the cycling infrastructure grows here 
in western Queens, Sunnyside hopes 
to capitalize by highlighting all that 
we have to offer,” Van Bramer said at 
the time. “I encourage you to cycle into 
Sunnyside and take advantage of all 
the deals offered at our bike-friendly 
businesses. There’s no doubt you’ll be 
back for more.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

number of prohibited purchases total-
ing $48,000, the audit said.

Galante also ran up $670,000 in 
credit card charges from July 2007 to 
December 2013, according to the audit.

“For years, the former CEO of the 
Queens Borough Public Library Thom-
as Galante and his executive team used 
the library as their personal piggy 
bank,” Stringer said. “Today, that era 
is coming to a definitive close.”

Stringer said he has referred the re-
sults of the audit and the investigation 
to the Internal Revenue Service and 
law enforcement authorities.

Galante had told the City Council 
that the library was running a defi-
cit from fiscal year 2008 to 2013 that 
ranged from $5.7 million to $6.9 mil-
lion, according to the audit.

But the library had anywhere from 
$17 million to $27 million in unrestrict-
ed funds from fines and fees as well as 
state and board designated funds, the 
audit said. 

The audit found that there was 
$101,453.66 in potentially taxable in-
come on Galante’s credit cards and 
$16,088.79 on Quinn-Carey’s credit 
card. 

Galante charged $77,000 on his cred-
it card for food and beverage expenses 
and the library likely paid roughly 
$18,900 in taxable fuel expenses for 
Galante. 

He also bought four tickets to a Ma-
roon 5 concert, collectively costing the 
library $1,962.95 as well as two admis-
sion tickets for $174 to the Disneyland 
theme park in Anaheim, Calif. 

He also spent library funds on spe-
cialty ash trays and filters, two Apple-
TV devices, a satellite radio subscrip-
tion for his car, his recurring monthly 
New York Times digital subscription, a 
penalty for his car being towed and an 

EZ-pass violation fine. 
The investigation also found Galan-

te’s records of time spent performing 
part-time consulting services for the 
Elmont Union Free School District, an-
other public employer, conflicted with 
his Queens Library work schedule.

From 2005 to 2014, Elmont paid 
Galante between roughly $150,000 and 
$200,000 annually. The comptroller’s 
investigators identified more than 
100 days in which Galante claimed to 
have worked five or more hours for El-
mont while working full days for the 
library. 

Quinn-Carey, for her part, charged 
$11,500 on her credit card for food and 
beverage expenses and to pay a $100 
parking ticket. She probably cost the li-
brary $4,000 in taxable fuel expenses.  

Queens Borough President Melinda 
Katz, who helped reform the library 
system’s board of trustees in 2014, com-
mended Stringer’s investigation. 

“The comptroller’s audit and inves-
tigative reports confirm some deeply 
disturbing suspicions of the library’s 
prior management, and I am pleased 
the findings will be referred to the 
appropriate authorities for further ac-
tion,” Katz said.

Carl Koerner, chairman of the li-
brary’s board of trustees, said the 
audit confirms the “disturbing prac-
tices” of Galante and his “complacent 
trustees.”

He said the current board reversed 
an earlier decision and unanimously 
voted to give Stringer’s office full ac-
cess to the library’s bank accounts.

“We’ve opened the library’s books 
to stricter outside scrutiny, we’ve 
enforced greater internal account-
ability and we’ve ended excessive, un-
questioned over-expenditures by man-
agement and staff,” Koerner said. 

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

SPECIAL LOW RATE!

R A T E S  A S  L O W  A S

%5.95APR*

Apply for a Personal Loan today!
1-800-LOAN-MCU | nymcu.org

Use promo code: BST

 

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher 

based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic payroll 

deduction as method of repayment. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will 

increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discontinue payment 

through payroll deduction or direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 60 

monthly payments of $19.31 on each $1,000 borrowed at 5.95% APR. Rates 

and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. 

Membership is required.

To meet your important or  
unexpected needs:

Bill consolidation or family expenses

New appliances, furniture or household goods

Tuition or other education expenses

MCU  
Personal Loans –   
a simple solution.

Continued from Page 1 

Continued from Page 4 

Galante

Bike lanes
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Putting together the 
look, feel and amenities 
of an open-air, multi-sea-
son room in your back-
yard is more likely to be 
an overall success when 
it reflects the interests of 
family members who will 
find sought after, personal 
rewards from their newly-
found outdoor experiences. 
However, creating an out-
door space with up-to-the-
minute, family-pleasing 
features that can bear the 
test of time will take more 
than hanging a hammock 
between two trees, uncov-
ering a portable barbeque 
grill every spring, wheel-
ing out a metal fire pit 
from the shed and patch-
ing a poured concrete patio 
that has not survived the 
changes in season. Thanks 
to the evolution of manufac-
tured hardscape materials, 
worries are virtually non-
existent and the pleasures 
of an outdoor lifestyle are 
augmented beyond user ex-
pectations.

When planning a family 
vacation away from home, 
an all-inclusive resort of-
ten fits the bill. Choosing 
this option leaves noth-
ing to chance for the va-
cationer at their destina-
tion. This holds true when 
planning an outside living 
space as well. According to 
the 2014 Residential Land-
scape Architecture Trends 
survey, at the top of hom-
eowners’ backyard wish 
lists are a paved patio, an 
outdoor kitchen, a fire pit, 
a fireplace, a grill, built-
in casual seating, ambient 
lighting, water features 
and a swimming pool.

Before you begin, put to-
gether a wish list of sorts, 
and be sure to include the 
requests of other family 
members. You may discover 
some things that you did 
not consider. For example, 
outdoor cooking devotees 
may be interested in re-
placing that ancient barbe-
cue grill with a grill island 
or fully-functional, open-
air kitchen. Models from 
Cambridge, manufactur-
ers of outdoor living room 
components made with 
hardscape materials, come 
complete with a stainless 
steel appliance package de-

signed specifically for out-
door use. Popular season 
after season are outdoor 
pizza ovens that allow dif-
ferent members of family to 
make authentic pizza pies 
right at home, bake home-
made breads and roast veg-
etables outside. Backyard 
grillers can also step out of 
the box by including an all-

in-one Cambridge Smoker 
BBQ Grill for the unmis-
takable smoky flavor that 
comes from real wood pel-
let cooking — the inspira-
tion behind many favored 
regional cuisines. 

For those private mo-
ments or intimate gather-
ings, sitting around an out-
door fire may be an ideal 
setting. There are gas and 
wood-burning fireplaces, 
fire pits and fire tables in 
addition to bistro-style ta-
bles, remote-controlled wa-
terfalls and fountain-based 
water features in the Cam-
bridge product line that can 
custom tailor a backyard 
ambience. Outdoor parties 
can come to life around a 
Cambridge freestanding 
Bar Module. 

An outdoor room can 
be further defined by tuck-
ing certain spots under a 
pergola or pavilion from a 
Cambridge pre-packaged 
kit to provide an airy yet 
sheltered outdoor area.

Details about these and 
other outdoor living room 
components in addition to 
styles, colors made to last 
and installation patterns 
for Cambridge Paving-
stones with ArmorTec® 
and Wallstones can be 
found in the company’s 
complimentary, 108-page 
Outdoor Living Room 
Guide, which is available at 
any Authorized Cambridge 
Distributor.

About the writer: 
Charles H. Gamarekian 

is the Chairman/CEO of 
Cambridge Pavers Inc. He 
is one of the founders and 
a current board member 
of the Interlocking Pave-
ment Institute. Organized 
in 1993, ICPI is the North 
American trade association 
representing the interlock-
ing concrete paver industry 
and considered by peer as-
sociations around the world 
as the leader in development 
and dissemination of techni-
cal information for design 
professionals and contrac-
tors. Mr. Gamarekian is 
recognized worldwide as 
an expert in his field and 
is a frequent speaker on the 
proper installation of pav-
ingstones, wallstones and 
many outdoor living prod-
ucts.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Personal preferences dictate the planning 
of a four-season outdoor living room
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Queens gets a great view on the Fourth

The big Macy's fireworks show started off with a bang on the Fourth of July.  Photo by Steve Malecki

A crowd gathered on the edge of Little Neck Bay to catch the Fort Totten fireworks July 1.  
Photo of Caroll Alvardo

Waiting for dark, it's picnic time under the Pepsi-Cola sign in Long Island City.  
Photo by Steve Malecki

The fireworks started early in the week in Astoria over the East River.   Photo by Zerline Alvarez Before sunset, kayakers prepare for the Astoria show  June 30. Photo by Steve Malecki
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 

(D-Astoria) and other elected 
officials have identified what 
they termed the five most seri-
ous challenges to the ontime 
completion of the Second Av-
enue subway and warned de-
lays could bring ruinous mon-
ey problems to the enormous 
project.

 Maloney presided at a news 
conference at 72nd Street and 
Second Ave. amid the noise of 
construction July 1 and enu-
merated what she said were 
the top five challenges – in re-
verse order of concern.

 5.    69th Street entrance to 
the subway.

 4.   Installation of tracks.
 3,.  Electrical work.
 2.   Keeping the project on 

budget
 1.   86th Street entrance.
  When the first phase is 

done, the new subway line 
from 96th Street will link up 
with the Q train tracks at 63 
rd Street and then on through 
Times Square, Lower Manhat-
tan and Brooklyn.  The Second 
Avenue subway is expected 

to carry 200,000 riders a day, 
siphoning off straphangers 
from the crowded Lexington 
Avenue line to Grand Central, 
where Long Island Rail Road 
trains will deliver passen-
gers from Queens and Long 
Island to the East Side as an 
alternative to Penn Station.  
The East Side Access project 
cannot happen until the Sec-
ond Avenue subway begins to 
draw riders from the 4, 5 and 
6, which carry 40 percent of 
the city’s subway commuters 
every day.

“While the construction 
is still on schedule, I am con-
cerned that these challenges 
could pose serious challenges 
for completing the Second Av-
enue subway as scheduled in 
December 2016,” Maloney said. 
“The completion of Phase One 
is of the utmost importance 
for my constituents and I was 
proud to help provide $1.3 bil-
lion in federal funding for the 
project, but we need to con-
tinue to monitor construction 
to help keep the momentum 
going.”

 City Councilman Daniel 
Garodnick (D-Manhattan) 

agreed.
 “The Second Avenue sub-

way is almost here – but not 
quite,” Garodnick said.

“We need to remain vigi-
lant to ensure it stays on sched-
ule with no detours. Congress-
woman Maloney has identified 
several  areas of concern and 
we are counting on the MTA to 
address them.”

 Maloney’s information 
came from a report by the 
MTA, which said June 22 
that the 59th Street entrance 
to the 72nd Street entrance 
was moved from a storefront 
at 301 East 69th Street to the 
sidewalk because technical is-
sues could not be resolved. The 
result was a delay in entrance 
project.

 The MTA reported that the 
installation of tracks seemed 
to be on schedule.

 As for electrical work, the 
MTA said it must be installed 
by December 2016.

 The 86th Street entrance is 
badly behind, however, “and 
could affect revenue service,” 
the agency warned.

 The MTA said delays could 
boost construction costs from 
$35 million per month to $45 
million per month, “seriously 
eating into planned budget 
contingencies.”

 The agency has asked the 
contractor to increase man-
power, work extended hours, 
double shifts and work week-
ends in order to get back on 
schedule.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney has obtained a large chunk of federal funding 
for the Second Avenue subway.

Second Ave. subway faces several hurdles

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

No ductwork required

Programmable remote

Cost-effective

Energy-effi cient

Service & installation 
of all major brands!

Call today!
877.358.2186
petro.com petro mobile

All images used are for illustrative purposes only. *Applies to qualifi ed purchases only and subject to credit 
approval. Payments may vary. Call your local representative for complete terms and conditions. Must present ad 
at time of quote; cannot be combined with other any other offer. NYC Lic. 1314079. ©2015 Petro. P_15429

Install an energy-effi cient 
ductless cooling system

now with $0 down
and attractive fi nancing for qualifi ed customers*

We need to 
remain vigilant to 
ensure it stays on 
schedule with no 

detours.
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Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING

INSTRUCTORS
WANTED
HHA - Spanish & English

 NOW!
a division of

Su Futuro Empieza Ahora!

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
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BY SHANNA FULD

About 200 community members, 
friends and family gathered for a can-
dlelight vigil Monday to pay respects 
to the late 21 year-old Christopher 
Tannuzzo of Lindenwood. Even more 
attended the wake the following night, 
forming long lines to enter the chapel. 

Girlfriend Tina Mathew found Tan-
nuzzo dead on the morning of July 
Fourth. Doctors said he died as a result 
of an enlarged heart, a condition Tan-
nuzzo was not aware of. He was work-
ing in the painter’s union. 

The vigil took place in the basket-
ball court at elementary school PS 232, 
which he attended. More than a school 
education, the park grounds offered 
Tannuzzo a safe place to find friend-
ship and community. He had spent 
countless days under the sun with his 
close-knit neighborhood group, play-
ing basketball games ever since he was 
a young student. 

“Tannuzzo arranged all of our 
games. He’s the reason all of the bas-
ketball groups from the neighboring 
parks talked to each other,” Chris Vi-
tale, his best friend and the vigil orga-
nizer, said. “He had a smile that could 
light up a room.”

Children, young adults, parents 
and even PS 232 Vice Principal Aileen 
Leibman (who was vice principal when 
Tannuzzo was a student) attended the 
vigil. Vitale brought candles for every-
one and after lighting them, many set 
the candles down in the shape of a heart 
next to a photo collage of Tannuzzo. As 
people filed into the court, they hugged 
and kissed each other with wet eyes. 
Friends took turns sharing stories 

about his good character, infamous big 
smile and funny attributes that made 
him a well-liked neighbor and friend. 

“Every promise he ever made to 
me he kept,” Mathew said. “He never 
failed me once.” 

Tannuzzo and his girlfriend dated 
for a year and a half. She said he prom-
ised her he would be there for her for-
ever. 

“He’s holding me up right now,” 

she said. Mathew also remarked that 
she would not have been able to make 
it through these last days of distress 
without his spirit. 

The day of the vigil, Vitale drove 
the group of basketball friends to buy 
matching pink button-downs for the 
wake. He said that when he looked at 
the meter parking receipt, it was set 
to expire at 2:32 p.m., the number that 
signified love and friendship for Tan-
nuzzo and his boys. 

 

CHRISTOPHER TANNUZZO

Young man’s death brings community together
Enlarged heart takes one of Lindenwood’s most popular residents, leaving many stunned

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

is still accepting applications  
for the Fall 2015 semester!
is still accepting applications  
for the Fall 2015 semester!
WHY YORK?  
York has been ranked the  

top college in the nation  

for graduating students  

with the lowest debt.

AND 
York has The City  

University of New  

York’s outstanding  

programs in:

  Aviation Business  

Management 

  Occupational Therapy

  Pharmaceutical Science

  Physician Assistant  

Studies

CLAIM YOUR SEAT!  Contact the Admissions Office by 

visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or calling 718-262-2169.

On the basketball courts of PS 232 in Lindenwood, more than 200 friends and family 
gather at a memorial vigil for playground organizer Christopher Tannuzzo.  

Photo by Robert Montefusco
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Planned Service Changes

(Q)
10 PM to 5 AM
Mon to Fri
Jul 13 –17

No trains at (Q) stations in Manhattan.

( runs in Queens and Brooklyn only.

Q runs in Brooklyn and is rerouted via the 6 Av D in Manhattan 
to/from the 57 St F station.

) service ends early in Manhattan and Queens each night.

Travel Alternatives:
AE 12 DF

        4 6

7

7(

          7 D F Q A F ( 2 4 D ( Q

Stay Informed

 mta.info
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BY BILL PARRY

Stalkers in the borough are about 
to be targeted by the city, the NYPD 
and the Queens district attorney with 
the implementation of a program that 
has proved successful elsewhere in the 
city.

 Law enforcement identification of 
stalking cases increased 233 percent 
during the Coordinated Approach to 
Preventing Stalking program’s first 
year on Staten Island in 2014.

CAPS aims to increase the identi-
fication and reporting of stalking in-
cidents, enhance stalking arrests and 
prosecution, and link stalking victims 
to services through the Mayor’s Of-
fice to Combat Domestic Violence. The 
program will roll out in four precincts, 
the 101st, 103rd, 105th and 113th, all of 
which have a high incidence of domes-
tic violence.

Calling domestic violence a “stain 
on our city,” Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
CAPS is critical to eradicating the 
problem.

“The troubling but true data on 
stalking tells us that the more cases 
identified by law enforcement, the few-
er homicides we’ll suffer in this city,” 
de Blasio said. “I am confident that the 
capable and committed people at the 
Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Vi-

olence, the Queens district attorney’s 
office and the NYPD will make the 
same commitment to reducing stalk-
ing in Queens.”

CAPS places the emphasis on early 
intervention rather than waiting until 
stalking escalates, officials say. It is a 

homicide prevention program, linking 
stalking victims to critical services be-
fore a pattern of behavior escalates to 
physical assault or homicide.

National statistics show that 54 per-
cent of all  homicide victims reported 
stalking to police before they were 

killed by their intimate partner. The 
CAPS program will eventually be im-
plemented citywide.

“It is very important to protect 
those vulnerable to domestic abuse 
and to train our force on how to identi-
fy and handle conduct that constitutes 
stalking,” City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) said. “I am 
very pleased to have this anti-stalking 
initiative come to Queens and I’m look-
ing forward to the good work it will 
do.”

As part of the implementation of 
CAPS in Queens, specialized training 
will be conducted for NYPD police of-
ficers, members of the DA’s office and 
community partners on how to iden-
tify stalking behavior, better under-
stand stalking statutes, recognize the 
role technology plays, engage in risk 
assessment and safety planning, and 
work with victims to document and 
preserve evidence of stalking inci-
dents.

“It is great to see a program that 
has had such a positive impact in other 
parts of the city come to Queens,” City 
Councilman I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans) said. “This is an opportunity 
to shine a light on domestic violence is-
sues that exist within our community 
and address a serious problem in a ho-
listic manner.”

The Mayor and the NYPD expand an anti-stalking program to Queens to combat "a stain on 
our city." Photo by Ellis Kaplan

City expands anti-stalking program to boro

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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Obesity can lead to 

several health problems

Diabetes, heart disease and 
hypertension are a few of 
the health risks that can 
result from being severely 

overweight. Bariatric surgery is an effective 
and sometimes only option proven to 
reduce the risks of these conditions.

If you are determined to improve 

or regain your health - The 

experts at Flushing Hospital 

Bariatric Services can help you 

to live free from obesity.

Our multi-disciplinary team 
of health care providers is 
compassionate and dedicated to helping you. 
We offer a variety of minimally invasive and 
robotic technologies to provide you with the 
best outcomes.

The Weight
Is Over!

Surgical procedures include:

Jeanese Barriteau
Bariatric Coordinator

Dr. Sanjeev Rajpal Dr. Paul Thodiyil

We Have a Level of 

Expertise You Can Trust

To learn more about the Bariatric Services at 
Flushing Hospital Medical Center, 

please call (718) 670-8908 or visit 
www.FlushingHospital.org/BariatricSurgery
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 07/10/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$17,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $12,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2012 Mercedes C300, 17k 11903 $21,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE  
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
 2015 Volkswagen Passat, 941 12431 $16,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
  2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 07/10/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$15,995
'13 FORD EXPLORER

34k miles, Stk#16607

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $3,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
� ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995

 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
           MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

E FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
W

E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

On the Fourth of July, Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder announced an agreement with the Parks 
Department to install a flagpole at Shore Front Parkway and Beach 94th Street.  

Courtesy of Assemblyman Goldfeder 

Assemblyman David Weprin, with (l.-r.) Firefighters George 
Tabeek and Robert Doyle, went to Martin Van Buren High 
School in Queens Village to promote the importance of 
smoke detectors. Courtesy of of Assemblyman Weprin

Assemblyman Mike Miller (l) and state Sen. Joe Addabbo 
(r) mark the retirement of the longtime director of the 
Woodhaven Richmond Hill Senior Center, Pat Critelli.   

Courtesy of Assemblyman Miller 

The 106th Precinct tweets about its crackdown on ille-
gal motor bikes in Howard Beach and includes a care fully 
cropped photo of one of its lieutenants aboard a seized 
 vehicle. Twitter

Organizers of Queens’ inclusive “St. Pat’s For All” Parade are honored at the Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender “Pride” Month celebration at Queensborough Hall by Council 
member Danny Dromm (3nd from left ). Courtesy of St. Pats for All/ Garry Rissman

At the the Bayside Historical Society’s July 4th fire-
works show at Ft. Totten, Borough President Melinda Katz, 
Council member Paul Vallone (c.) and Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein grab a picture in front of the crowd.  

Courtesy of Borough President/Dominick Totino

Susan Shiroma, senior librarian at the Foundation Center, 
teaches clergy members about grant writing at state Sen. 
James Sanders Jr.'s free Community Development Day 
event at Rochdale Village.
 Courtesy of State Sen. Sanders Jr.

Borough President Melinda Katz and Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul 
(second from l.) tour the Flushing factory of Crystal Window 
& Door Systems with COO Steve Chen (c.), state Sen. Toby 
Ann Stavisky (r.) and Assembly member Michael Simanowitz. 
Crystal is 25 years old this year.  Courtesy of Borough President
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Learn How You Can Stay Out of Nursing 
Homes, Get Better Care, and Not Go Broke! 
At the workshop we will discuss several issues including:

   (Hint: Not all Powers of Attorney avoid Guardianship!) 

   ex-spouses, lawsuits and other claims 

   how to get good care at home. 

Attend this free workshop and receive a FREE no obligation private 
consultation with Attorney Ilana Davidov or Michael Davidov to answer 

any questions about setting up your estate plan ($395 value)

Your family’s troubles only start with the funeral. 
Even if you think you’ve taken care of your family 
with a will or a living trust, recent legal activity 
shows your family could lose most or all of your 
estate. Our free workshop will reveal if your family 
is at risk and how to fi x the problem if they are.

Reserve Your Seat

Attend one of these 
workshops and receive a 
FREE 1-hour consultation

Your 
RSVP Code 

#C702

80-02 Kew Gardens Road, Suite 605, 
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

Helping Families Since 2001

SPONSORED BY:

Attorney 
Advertising

Reveals How to Protect Your 
Assets and Provide for 

Your Loved Ones

DAVIDOV LAW GROUP 

Ilana and Michael are award winning estate planning and elder 
law attorneys who focus on helping families plan their estates and 
provide legacies to their loved ones. They made the commitment 
to help families within our community avoid the pitfalls and 
perils that a family member faced when her planning failed to 
adequately protect her, causing the family to go through an 
expensive court process. These workshops are informative and 
easy to understand. Recognized as a Super Lawyer Rising Star in 
2013, 2014 and 2015, Michael Davidov is also a Certifi ed Financial 
PlannerTM. Ilana Davidov received the Queens Courier’s 2015 “Top 
Women in Business” award.

Seating is Limited, Register Today!
Call us Today at 

888-836-3909
or Register online at 

www.davidovlaw.com

®

GLENDALE 
Tuesday 

July 21 at 11:00 AM 
(Refreshments) 

Atlas Park Community Room 
8000 Cooper Avenue, 

Room 8312

WOODSIDE 
Wednesday 

July 22 at 10:00 AM 
(Refreshments) 

Donovan’s 
57-24 Roosevelt Avenue

MIDDLE VILLAGE 
Wednesday 

July 22 at 7:00 PM 
(Refreshments) 

Villa Erasmo 
69-61 Juniper Boulevard South

HOWARD BEACH 
Th ursday 

July 23 at 10:00 AM 
(Refreshments) 

Lenny’s Clam Bar and Restaurant 
161-03 Cross Bay Boulevard

SAVE YOUR 

FAMILY 

$11,500 PER 

MONTH 

GLENDALE
Tuesday

July 21 at 11:00 AM
(Refreshments)

Atlas Park Community Room
8000 Cooper Avenue, Room 8312

WOODSIDE
Wednesday

July 22 at 10:00 AM
(Refreshments)

Donovan’s
57-24 Roosevelt Avenue

MIDDLE VILLAGE
Wednesday

July 22 at 7:00 PM
(Refreshments)
Villa Erasmo

69-61 Juniper Boulevard South

HOWARD BEACH
Thursday

July 23 at 10:00 AM
(Refreshments)

Lenny’s Clam Bar and Restaurant
161-03 Cross Bay Boulevard

Your  
RSVP Code 

CNG710
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semblage of 11 multicultural 
theatrical institutions, each 
at least 25 years old, across 
the city, including   the Black 
Spectrum Theatre in Jamai-

ca and Thalia Spanish The-
atre in Sunnyside.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

BY BILL PARRY

The commander of the 
108th Precinct is crediting the 
residents of Long Island City 
and the neighboring commu-
nities for making the Macy’s 
Fourth of July Fireworks 
along the East River a suc-
cess. The NYPD had instituted 
extraordinary security mea-
sures, including a no-parking 
rule for most of Hunters Point 
during a 24-hour period.

“As I always say, citizens 
are co-producers with police 
in getting the job done,” Capt. 
John Travaglia said. “This 
successful operation on July 
Fourth was not different. We 
could not have accomplished 
half of what was done on that 
day without the cooperation of 
the residents on Long Island 
City, Sunnyside and Woodside. 
They were amazing and we 
cannot thank them enough.”

Travaglia added that the 
108th Precinct’s success was 
aided by support from Com-
munity Board 2 and elected 
officials and he called Macy’s 
and NBC, which took over 
Hunters Point South Park for 
the national broadcast of the 
event, “professional and coop-
erative” in all aspects of plan-
ning.

“We live and work in this 
amazing community which 
leaves no doubt as to why 

Macy’s chose us to be center 
stage,” Travaglia said. “They 
wanted the best and we showed 
them that we are the best.”

And now his officers and 
staff can get back to business, 
which includes the great re-
cent success of the Precinct’s 

Traffic Program that has seen 
overall collisions down 4 per-
cent year to date as of July 5 
and overall injuries resulting 
from motor vehicle collisions 
down 11 percent during the 
same time period.

The 108th Precinct has not 

had a fatality stemming from 
a collision in this calendar 
year.

“I attribute the success of 
our Traffic Program to focus-
ing on violations that contrib-
ute to the likelihood of a col-
lision and injury,” Travaglia 
said. “We have increased our 
enforcement this calendar 
year on motorists failing to 
yield to pedestrians, speeding, 
making improper turns and 
texting while driving. These 
are all violations that jeopar-
dize pedestrians, bicyclists 
and other motorists.”

The precinct is not just tar-
geting motorists but bicyclists 
as well, having issued 352 cy-
cling summonses during June 
compared to just three last 

year. Summonses have been 
issued for bicyclists running 
red lights, riding against traf-
fic and failure to adhere to a 
multitude of road rules.

“There has been a prolif-
eration of bicycle use in our re-
gion for all types of purposes 
and it is due to this increase 
that I believed we should focus 
a little bit more on enforce-
ment,” Travaglia said. “Our 
goal is safety and preventing 
all types of injury. Intersec-
tions present great hazards 
for all types of vehicles and 
bicycles are not different. Our 
bicycle and pedestrian en-
forcement account for nearly 5 
percent of our traffic enforce-
ment.”

ter, Yanis Varoufakis, hailed 
the vote as “a unique moment 
when a small European na-
tion rose up against debt bond-
age” before abruptly resigning 
Monday, saying his absence 
would be “helpful” in further 
negotiations on debt restruc-
ture and less austerity.

“That might be a very good 
thing because no one wanted 

to talk to him,” Athanios 
Aronis, a vice president at 
the Hellenic Federation of 
Greater New York, said. “A lot 
of things have happened since 
the referendum that not many 
expected.  For instance, all the 
political parties got together 
to show a united front. I think 
they might be going in the 
right direction with a united 
front. Too bad that didn’t hap-
pen earlier.”

Aronis was cautiously op-
timistic following last week’s 

fiasco in Athens Square Park 
in Astoria during a non-polit-
ical rally to support Greece 
and its people. Aronis was 
disheartened to see “extreme 
elements” tear down a banner 
simply because it didn’t have 
the word “no” in it.

“Maybe a 62 percent victo-
ry was a good wakeup call for 
everyone involved,” he said. 
“We’ll have to wait and see. 
I don’t think anyone knows 
what will happen with the fate 
of Greece.”

Continued from Page 5 

Greece
Continued from Page 18 

Budget

The commander of the 108th Precinct thanks residents of Long Island 
City for their cooperation during the Macy's 4th of July Fireworks. 

Photo courtesy Steve Malecki

 108th commander thanks residents for July 4th

Kissena Park, Harding 
Heights, Auburndale, and 
Whitestone, will receive the 
most Smart Boards in 10 
schools across the district.

In addition, the Walter 
Reed School, or PS 9, will 
receive $35,000 for assistive 
 learning devices, equipment 
used to help students with 
disabilities access their cur-
riculum, and $35,000 for the 

purchase of iMac desktop 
computers at PS 255 in Kew 
Gardens

Almost $70,000 for a sta-
tionary classroom/library 
technology environment at 
PS/MS 105 in the Rockaways 
has been set aside as well as 
two $70,000 allotments for up-
grades to computer labs at PS 
82 in Jamaica and PS 164 in 
Kew Gardens.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Bronx) said earlier DHS only 
assigned peace officers to the 
site when Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s office got involved two 
days after the murder, despite 
the request he made in Febru-

ary.
But DHS said additional 

funding was requested for in-
side the facility, not outside, 
and that the agency assigned 
peace officers to the site in 
response to Cohen’s February 
request. 

In May, the city approved 
an increase in security fund-
ing for the site by $38,285 for 

fiscal year 2015 and $51,016 
for fiscal year 2016. DHS also 
deployed three peace officers 
and a supervisor to the site. 

The agency said it is evalu-
ating its security efforts at 
other sites and that it address-
es the security concerns of 
individual facilities once it is 
made aware of them.

Continued from Page 16

Security
Continued from Page 18

Schools

The commander of the 108th Precinct thanks residents of Long Island 
City for their cooperation during the Macy's 4th of July Fireworks. 

Photo courtesy Steve Malecki
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Astoria, NY – July 1, 2015: 
ALMA Bank announces the 
launch of ALMA Mobile Cash, 
a new technology based product 
that allows customers to with-
draw cash using their smart 
phone. No card necessary.

Now there is a new way to ac-
cess cash from an ALMA Bank 
ATM, and it does not even re-
quire a card. ALMA Bank is 
proud to be the first bank on the 
East Coast and one of the few 
banks in the United States to 
introduce a service that allows 
customers to securely withdraw 
cash by using the ALMA Mo-
bile app on their smart phone. 

It is faster, more convenient 
and safer than using your ATM 
or debit card. No personal in-
formation is stored on your 
ALMA Bank app or smart 
phone, and without a card the 
chance of your information be-
ing “skimmed” is eliminated.

 We have all had it happen 
to us before; that moment of 
panic when you reach into your 

pocket, only to find out that you 
have left your wallet at home. 
ALMA Bank has the perfect so-
lution for those times when you 
are in urgent need of cash and 
all you have is your phone and 
no wallet. 

Now, with just your smart 
phone, you can get cash at an 
ALMA Bank ATM without 
your debit card. 

“The public is constantly 
looking for emerging technol-
ogy and innovation when it 
comes to banking, while de-
manding guaranteed security 
on their account information,” 
said George Katsiaunis, the 
President and CEO of ALMA 
Bank. 

“In the case of a lost phone, 
the customer can feel safe. Ac-
count information cannot be 
accessed as the ALMA Bank 
app will automatically sign off 
once the transaction has been 
completed, making this a faster 
and more secure way to use an 
ATM machine.” 

ALMA Mobile Cash allows 
customers to set up a cash with-
drawal prior to interacting 
with the ATM. The customer 
simply finalizes the transac-
tion by scanning a QR code that 
signals the ATM to release the 
cash. 

“Digital wallets are slowly 
becoming an everyday function 
in the current age, very much 
like credit cards have been for 
decades,” added Mr. Katsiau-
nis. “ALMA Mobile Cash offers 
the customer cutting edge tech-
nology while providing an in-
novative banking experience.” 

Download/Update the 
ALMA Bank app from iTunes 
or Google Play using your iP-
hone or Android. Login to your 
account and choose ALMA Mo-
bile Cash from the main screen 
or from the drop down menu. 
Then select ALMA Mobile Cash 
at the ATM, scan the QR code 

with your smart phone and the 
cash will be dispensed. No card 
necessary! 

For more information please 
visit your nearest branch or con-
tact us at 718.267.ALMA (2562).

ALMA Bank, a strongly 
capitalized full service finan-
cial institution with assets of 
over $1 billion, is a community 
based bank with a wide variety 
of personal and business prod-
ucts and services. 

The bank has gained a repu-
tation for serving the needs of 
the community by emphasizing 
the importance of personalized 
banking and financial solutions 
tailored to their customers’ 
needs. ALMA Bank operates 
in New York and in New Jer-
sey and is working to expand 
its exceptional product and ser-
vice quality commitments to an 
even greater access network. 

For more information visit 
almabank.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Alma Bank Introduces Alma Mobile Cash
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NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.

www.lovemyshoes.com

BAYSIDE
213-02 42 Avenue
(Corner of Bell Blvd)

347-836-8490

OCEANSIDE
2947 Long Beach Road

516-766-2033

BABYLON
216 Deer Park Ave

631-482-1172

GET ONE FREE

BUY ONE

LIMITED TIME OFFER

COMING SOON 

TO ROUTE 110

IN HUNTINGTON
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BY SHANNA FULD

The cultural traditions of 
the Andes will be on display 
in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park this weekend, when the 
Queens Museum plays host to 
a Peruvian celebration of art, 
theater and music. 

A joint partnership be-
tween the museum and the 

Smithsonian Folklife Festi-
val’s Peru Pachamama pro-
gram, the Peruvian Culture 
Celebration provides families 
with a chance to learn about 
the country’s culture through 
activities and performances. 

“We have so many immi-
grants from Andean coun-
tries,” Prerana Reddy, di-
rector of public projects and 

community engagement for 
the Queens Museum, said. 

Reddy said these Andean 
groups figured prominently in 
the Queens Museum’s decision 
to host the festival. Addition-
ally, putting on the cultural 
entertainment was not as dif-
ficult as it might have been in 
other places. 

“We are lucky to have so 
many local groups in New 
York,” she said. 

Peruvian American artist 
Aymar Ccopacatty will hold a 
workshop to share his work in 

plasti-collage, a process which 
uses leftover plastics to create 
new items. Ccopacatty devel-
oped this art form after notic-
ing the large amount of trash 
around his hometown of Puno, 
which is nestled on the shore 
of Lake Titicaca, the largest 
inland lake in the world. He 
began turning that garbage 

into collages, using plastic 
bags along with other scraps 
to create vibrantly colored 
pictures. Employing people 
who are native to the Puro re-
gion to participate in the proj-
ect, he also makes souvenirs. 
Through these projects, Cco-
pacatty works to engage with 

Continued on Page 44

Queens Museum, Smithsonian team up 
to celebrate South American culture

Pictured top, members of Abya Yala Arte y Cultura, which cele-
brates native cultures through theater, will perform its piece "We 
Still Are," to tell the struggles Latin American immigrants face.  

Photo courtesy Queens Museum

Peru
Spotlight on
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PRODUCTIONS

“Guys and Dolls” — Luck be a lady, tonight, 
when the Rockaway Theatre Co. stages 
the classic American musical based on the 
stories of Damon Runyon.
When: July 10 - July 12, July 16- July 19
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The Post Theatre, 
Fort Tilden, Far Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Oklahoma!” — Maggie’s Little Theater 
presents the Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein II’s classic show that 
introduced the modern American musical to 
Broadway. 
When: July 18, July 24 and July 25, at 8 pm; 
July 19 and July 26, at 2:30 pm
Where: Maggie’s Little Theater, St. Margaret 
Parish Hall, 66-05 79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, $12/children 11 
and under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.maggieslittletheater.org

“Seussical the Musical” — The Cat in the 
Hat and Horton the Elephant star in this 
musical celebration of Dr. Seuss’ works 
staged by the JC Players.
When: Aug. 7, Aug. 8 and Aug. 15, at 8 pm; 

Aug. 9 and Aug. 16, at 3 pm
Where: Aug. 7 and 8 at Glendale-Maspeth United 
Methodist Church, 66-14 Central Ave., Glendale; 
Aug. 9, 15 and 16 at Community United Methodist 
Church, 75-27 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 894-8654
Website: www.jcplayers.com

“Little Shop of Horrors” — The musical 
version of the classic Roger Corman fi lm 
revolves around meek fl ower shop worker 
Seymour and the man-eating plant Audrey II.
When: Aug. 21 - Aug. 30
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The Post Theatre, 
Fort Tilden, Far Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting 
— Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle 
of Great Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Answers in Sports

Minimum of 25 People 
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)
Cookies $13.00 per pound 

$25.95CHOICE A

$28.95CHOICE B
Any 3 Choices 

From A
Any 2 Choices 

From B
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola
▪Chicken 

Francaise
▪Chicken 
Marsala

▪Veal Cutlet 
Parmigiana
▪Veal Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne Vodka

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A 
Any 2 Choices from B

Any 5 Items
▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce
▪Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana

▪Sausage & 
Peppers

▪Broiled Chicken
▪Small 

Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce
▪Pasta w/
Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

$28.95CHOICE C
Sit Down Dinner 1 of 3 Choices

VEAL CUTLET

CHICKEN

FISH

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
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SURF & TURF SUNDAYS
2lb. Maine Lobster 
14oz. Filet Mignon 

Salads (choose 2) 
Union, Caesar, Wedge, Tomato & Onion 

Sides (choose 2) 
Creamed Spinach, Mashed Potatoes, 

French Fries or Broccoli 
Desserts (choose 2) 

NY Style Cheesecake, Chocolate Layer 
Cake, Assorted Ice Creams & Sorbets 

Coffee or Tea for Two 

Dinner for Two $99      

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 |  516.487.9200 |  unionprimesteak.com

THREE SPECIAL EVENTS

WINE DOWN 
FRIDAYS

LADIES NIGHT 
THURSDAYS

50% OFF 
Bottles of Wine 
$150 & OverComplimentary Select Champagne, 

Wine, Passed Hors d’Oeuvres 8-9pm
Live DJ 8pm-Midnight*

*Outdoor Patio Lounge/Bar

++
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BY MERLE EXIT

While nostalgic fare such 
as “Oklahoma!” and “The Mu-
sic Man” is popular with many 
community theater groups, 
the Rockaway Theatre Compa-
ny is looking back in a few dif-
ferent ways with the produc-
tion of “Guys and Dolls” that it 
is putting on for the next two 
weekends.

“People are constantly ask-
ing us to bring back some of 
the early shows we had done 
before we achieved our pres-
ent level of popularity,” pro-
ducer Susan Jasper said. “We 
decided to bring back the mu-
sical theater classic ‘Guys and 
Dolls.’ As with its main char-
acters, Nathan and Adelaide, 
who are celebrating the 14th 
anniversary of their engage-
ment, this production is pre-
sented on the 14th anniversary 
of our original production, di-
rected by John Gilleece in this 
very theater in July 2001. We 
think our audiences will love 

it, a bushel and a peck!”
With its popularity comes 

more than one eager cast 
member. 

“When we called auditions 
for the show, we were pleased 
to have such a large assort-

ment of talented actors, sing-
ers and dancers come down,” 
Gilleece said. “However, this 
variety of talent made it very 
difficult to choose who to cast 
in the leads. In the end, we 
selected two complete casts, 

which play on alternating 
nights. The roles of Sister Sar-
ah, Sky Masterson, Adelaide, 
Nathan Detroit, Big Jule and 
General Cartwright are all 
double cast.  It would be im-
possible to choose which cast 
is preferable. I suggest that au-
diences see the show twice and 
decide for themselves.”

Rockaway Theatre offers 
workshops for both kids and 
teenagers, and shows are a 
part of that training. But after 
showcasing the younger tal-
ent, the adults are back. “Guys 
and Dolls” is the second adult 
show this season. 

“‘Lost in Yonkers’ played to 
packed houses in May,” Jasper 
said.

There are plenty of new-
comers in each cast. 

“Maria Edwards who plays 
Sister Sarah is making her 
RTC debut in this show. Danc-
ers Makiko Kuri and Bianca 
Ambrosio, while they are very 
experienced performers, it 
is their debut on our stage. 

Dancer/Actor Atsushi Eda is 
making his American debut 
in this show, having recently 
emigrated from Tokyo. All 
other cast members are RTC 
veterans.”

Musical directors Heath-
er Arzberger and Richard 
Louis-Pierre have been given 
a 10-piece orchestra to work 
with and Nicola Depierro Nel-
len is choreographing the pro-
duction. 

Cast members from the Rockaway Theatre Co.'s production of 
"Guys and Dolls" rehearse the show's opening number.  

Photo courtesy Rockaway Theatre Co.

Rockaway Theatre Co. revives classic musical
Take a trip to New York City of the 1950s with new production of ‘Guys and Dolls’

BY SUZANNE PARKER

The first challenge Iki pres-
ents? Finding the place.  

The restaurant is tucked 
away in an arcade under the 
Hyatt Palace Hotel in down-
town Flushing. You could pass 
it by any number 
of times without 
a clue that it’s 
there. In Brook-
lyn that might be 
cool, but here not so much.

Iki describes itself as serv-
ing “modern Japanese cuisine.”  
If that means upscale and pric-
ey, they’ve hit their mark, es-
pecially for the neighborhood.  
The décor is slightly-over-the-
top Japanese, employing multi-
ple traditional Japanese design 
elements without achieving the 
spare elegance that is the sig-
nature of the best Japanese de-
sign. That being said, the space 
conveys that money and atten-
tion have been spent on the sur-
roundings.

Iki offers both an à la carte 
menu and an omakase (chef’s 
choice).  We arrived undecid-
ed on which to pick, but were 
firmly nudged in the direction 
of the omakase by the maître 

d’.  It was a wise decision. Aside 
from the spectacular proces-
sion of morsels that comprises 
Iki’s omakase, there is the 
added benefit of getting an up 
close and personal sushi-mak-
ing lesson at the counter.  

Dylan Xu, the sushi chef, 
showed off his skills 
just north of our 
plates, confirming 
what our taste buds 
were telling us, that 

the finest ingredients were be-
ing handled with reverence. 
A graduate of the Institute for 
Culinary Education, Xu honed 
his skills in the kitchen of 
Manhattan’s Masa. 

Iki gives truth to the old 
saw that “Japanese food is a 
feast for the eyes.”  Each dish 
was served in a receptacle 
uniquely suited its presenta-
tion. There were simply too 
many mini courses (13) to de-
scribe them all, but here are 
some of the highlights:

King crab with bonito jelly 
led the parade.  It came adorned 
with micro greens and micro 
edible flowers.  This jewel-like 
creation was almost too pretty 
to eat, but that didn’t stop us.  
The fresh seafood flavor of the 

crab melded admirably with 
the briny-citrusy jelly.

The crab was followed by 
sweet uni (sea urchin) over 
boton ebi tartar, a rare kind 
of shrimp imported from Hok-
kaido. The dish was flavored 
with a yuzu-based sauce.  

Iki’s delicate, crunchy take 
on tempura was a whole (stem 
leaf and all) batter-fried baby 
white turnip perched on a sim-
ilarly prepared soft-shelled 

crab. 
We watched as the most 

gargantuan white shelled scal-
lop we’ve ever seen was pried 
open. It was carved into por-
tions and scorched with a blow 
torch. Three of these tidbits 
came to us topped with seared 
fois gras.  Heaven.

The showstopper of the 
omakase was A5 Miyazaki 

Wagyu beef served with maitake mushrooms and white truffles proved 
to be the highlight of Iki's tasting menu.  Photo by Suzanne Parker

New sushi spot is quite the catch in Flushing

DINING OUT

Tucked into the Hyatt hotel, Iki Modern Japanese Cuisine offers tastes to rival Manhattan

Continued on Page 42

IF YOU GO
Iki Modern 

Japanese Cuisine
133-42 39th Ave., Hyatt 

Palace Hotel
Flushing

(718) 939-3388

Price Range: Omakase: $100
Cuisine: Modern Japanese/Sushi

Setting: Midsize space, 
Japanese décor with sushi bar.

Service: Attentive, mainly 
Mandarin speakers with limited 

English
Hours: Open seven days for 

lunch and dinner
Reservations: Recommended

Alcohol: Full bar 
Parking: Diffi cult street 

parking or paid hotel parking in 
basement

Dress: Casual to dressy
Children: Not appropriate

Music: Recorded
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: All
Noise level: Acceptable

Handicap accessible: Yes
Wi-Fi: No

IF YOU GO
“Guys and Dolls”

When: July 10 - July 12 and 
July 16- July 19
Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., The Post Theatre, Fort 
Tilden, Far Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org
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Memoriesare made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363

FOLLOW US ON

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

���������	
����	��������	���

���	����	�	������	�

������������������������

DQ CORONA
37-39 Junction Blvd
Corona, NY 11368

718-639-1188
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Wagyu beef with maita-
ke mushrooms and shav-
ings of white truffles.  
The “A5” rating is the 
top-of-the-line for top-of-
the-line beef.  Seen raw, 
it looks pink from a dis-
tance, and close up like 
fat finely marbled with 
meat. It literally melts in 
your mouth. Paired with 
rare maitake mushrooms 
and generous shavings 
of white truffle, you’d 

be hard pressed to find 
a more luxurious, not to 
mention delicious, dish.  
Maitake mushrooms, 
incidentally, are being 
studied over at Sloan Ket-
tering for their cancer-
fighting properties.

The meal began to wind 
down with a lovely, icy cold 
Soba Yamaimo, a noodle 
dish, followed by a series 
of sushi pieces, a hand roll, 
and, to top it all off, a scoop 
of vanilla ice cream.

The Bottom Line
This procession of de-

lights at Iki takes about 
two hours. Diners are 
cossetted by attentive ser-
vice, entertained by the 
deftness of the sushi chefs, 
and fed sumptuously. The 
only remaining question 
is “Is it worth $100?” By 
Queens standards, that’s 
a hefty tab. The answer is 
it depends on what you’re 
comparing it to. You 
can find wonderful food 
nearby for a fraction of 
that price, conjured from 
ingredients of unknown 
provenance in drab sur-
roundings. To price a 
comparably elegant meal, 

Continued from Page 40 
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By Ed Canty

Let's be Seasonal
Across
1. Mrs. Bush
6. Donkey's uncle?
9. More despicable
14. Strong point
15. Big parking place
16. Critical
17. Ezio Pinza, e.g.
18. Exist
19. Disney uncle
20. Rocker known 
as "The Boss"
23. Cambridge sch.
24. Knight's title
25. Affirm
27. Felix Unger's trait
32. Pitcher
33. Christian sch. 
in Tulsa
34. Scrawny
36. Procrastinator's 
word
39. Computer 
command
41. Hiker's path
43. "Newsweek" 
alternative
44. In good shape
46. End, to Yves
48. Prefix with night 
or day
49. Jazzman 
Saunders
51. Young hares
53. Tropical fruits
56. Memphis-to-
Nashville dir.
57. Immigrant's 
course: Abbr.

58. Aptly named 
Florida city
64. Conga 
components
66. Itinerary abbr.
67. Martini garnish
68. Don't fly into one
69. Sally Field's 
"Norma ___"
70. Add a year to 
your Life?
71. Couch potatoes' 
hangouts
72. Printers' widths
73. Don't exist

Down
1. Places for 
experiments
2. P.D.Q.
3. Old UN member

4. Just say no
5. Making amends
6. "Poor me!"
7. Separate
8. Pricey
9. Nocturnal 
predator
10. High card
11. "Porgy and 
Bess" song
12. Sewing cases
13. Takes five
21. "Super!"
22. Shortly before?
26. Heroic deed
27. Yule drinks
28. Suffix with 
switch or sock
29. Colorful foilage
30. Get on board?
31. Slow mover
35. Pitchfork part

37. Give out
38. Cincinnati team
40. Earth's pull, 
briefly
42. Pâté ingredient
45. Nods off
47. Lady of Brazil
50. Hilo garland
52. More authentic
53. High flat areas
54. Houston player
55. Trap
59. Way around 
London, once
60. "___ Tu" (1974 
hit song)
61. Hollywood crosser
62. Level
63. Former Speaker 
Gingrich
65. Org. for drivers

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

NUMBERS GAME
C L A M S O W L S S O W N
R A B B I U R A L E C H O
O N E A T A T I M E N E A T
P E T O U L T I O D A T E

A N N A O G D E N
M U M S T W O W H E E L E R
I R I S H S E E S I R E
D I N E R R A N D S N U N
S A E R E E K A D E P T
T H R E E B E A R S A R T S

A L O U D E A S Y
P I L A F F A G U E U Z I
L O O P F O U R L E G G E D
O T I S E U R O P U L S E
T A L E D R A W S N I T S

we called a couple of bet-
ter known Manhattan su-
shi icons. Masa charges 
$200 per person for its 
omakase, and if you can-
cel your reservation less 
than 48 hours in advance, 
guess what? You get 
charged $200 per person 
anyway. Sushi Yashuda 
sounded like a relative 
bargain by comparison.  
We were told they don’t 
have a set price for their 
omakase, instead consult-
ing with the diners about 
their preferences before 
arriving at a menu. The 
person who took our call 
said an average dinner 
costs from $100 to $150.  
That would include an ap-
petizer and four pieces of 
sushi.  Iki was sounding 
like a very good deal.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-

ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 

N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@
aol.com.

A large scallop is sliced into smaller pieces, scorched with a 
blow torch and topped with fois gras at Iki in Flushing.  

Photo by Suzanne Parker

EVENTS

Festival de las Flores  — 
The Colombian tradition of 
creating Silletos, which are 
large medallions constructed 
of fl owers, is celebrated with 
demonstrations, music and 
dance performances. 
When: Saturday, July 11, from 
11 am - 4 pm; Sunday, July 12, 
from 11 am - 6 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, 
$2/students with ID and 
children 3 - 12
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Literary Geographies: A 
Celebration of Queens 
Writers  — Writers, who call 
Queens home, will read from 
their works encompassing 
multiple culturals. 
When: Saturday, July 11, at 
4 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City  
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

MUSIC

Music in the Park: The Tee-
Tones— The group performs 

Motown and doo-wop from 
the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s.
When: Sunday, July 12, at 
5 pm
Where: East Elmhurst 
Playground, 25th Avenue 
between 98th and 100th 
streets, E. Elmhurst
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

SummerStage Kids: Mister 
G — The kid-friendly bilingual 
rock star, a 2014 Latin 
Grammy nominee, has been 
named one of the best live 
acts for kids and families. 
When: Tuesday, July 14, at 
10:30 am
Where: Rufus King Park, 
Jamaica Avenue and 151st 
Street, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Website: 

SummerStage: The Chi-
Lites — At the forefront 
of the 1970s Chicago R & B 
scene, this group created its 
own sound and released 11 
Top Ten singles. 
When: Tuesday, July 14, at 
7 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 
41st Road and 40th Avenue, 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Website:

Yesterday & Today: The 
Music of the Beatles — 
Rock out with this tribute to 

the Fab Four. 
When: Wednesday, July 15, 
at 7 pm
Where: The Unisphere, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Website:

SummerStage: George 
Clinton and Parliament 
Funkadelic — The king of 
soul funk brings his sound to 
Queensbridge. 
When: Wednesday, July 15, 
at  7 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 
41st Road and 40th Avenue, 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Website:

SummerStage: Lyricist 
Lounge “Live at the 
BBQ” featuring Large 
Professor and Marley Marl 
— Flushing’s Large Professor 
and Queensbridge’s Marley 
Marl perform. 
When: Thursday, July 16, at 
7 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 
41st Road and 40th Avenue, 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Website:

Blondes Have More Fun, 
featuring Rick Larrimore — 
Wake up Maggie, I think he has 
something to say to you in this 
Rod Stewart tribute show. 
When: Thursday, July 16, at 
7:30 pm
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven Boulevard and 
Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 46
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only at

Seasonal Fresh Fruit
Rustic Potato Hash

House Made Granola & Local Yogurt
Applewood Smoked Bacon

All Natural Chorizo
Two Hudson Valley Farm Eggs Any Style

Scratch W.T.F. Buttermilk Biscuits. 3 ea.
Local honey & cultured butter

Black Pepper & Jack Cheese Crustin. 3 ea.
Smokey & spicy cream cheese

House Made Ricotta Jar. 10
Local honey drizzle, thyme, toasted almonds, grilled walnut bread

House Smoked Salmon. 16
Everything bagel chips, lemon crème fraiche, crispy capers, pickled bermuda 

onions, tomato jam

O.M.G. Short Rib Hash. 16
Crispy red bliss potatoes, short ribs, smoked onions, gruyere, Hudson Valley 

farm egg, fresh salsa

S.M.H. Chicken & The Egg. 19
Buttermilk fried Burning Hearts farm chicken, slow cooked bacon wrapped 

Hudson Valley farm egg, chipotle emulsion, Texas toast

V.B.G. Big Willie. 21
Grilled chorizo, crispy pork-belly, spicy black beans, Hudson Valley farm egg, 

avocado, frites

Baked Eggs Ranchero. 14
Hudson Valley farm eggs, chorizo, grilled jalapeño, cilantro, fi re roasted tomato, 

Oaxaca cheese

B.Y.O. Omelet. 13
Hudson valley farm eggs served with choice of four vegetables and cheeses

T.G.I.S. Eggs Benedict. 14/18/20
Poached Hudson Valley farm egg, creamy spinach, toasted English muffi n, 

hollandaise choice of: ham/crabcake/steak

The Big Jack. 18
USDA prime burger, hand selected dry aged cuts, petite greens & french fries

B.F.F. Steak & Eggs. 24
Dry aged NY Strip, Hudson Valley farm eggs, rustic hash, salsa verde, herb salad

French Toast Bread Pudding Skillet. 15
Cinnamon, vanilla, local honey, brioche, cider & warm maple syrup

Lemon & Mascarpone Pancakes. 14
Scratch made pancakes, mascarpone-honey butter, lemon zest, warm local maple syrup

BRUNCH

A Little Something for the TableA Little Something for the Table

Farm, Pasture, GardenFarm, Pasture, Garden

On The Side 5 ea.On The Side 5 ea.

WESTSIDE
440 Ninth Ave.
 NY, NY 10001
(212) 244-0005

BAYSIDE
39-40 Bell Blvd.

 Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 229-1100

MIDTOWN
44 West 56th St.
NY, NY 10019
(212) 245-1550

www.UncleJacks.com

“The Big Red”
Special Handcrafted

Bloody Mary 20

Bellini 5 ea.   Mimosa 5 ea.
Bloody Mary 5 ea.

(12 – 3pm)

Saturday Brunch: 12–4 ~ Sunday Brunch: 11–3

Experience the 
Hippest Handcrafted 
Brunch in New York

Experience the 
Hippest Handcrafted 
Brunch in New York
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the local craftsmen as well 
as to help the environment 
by picking up, washing and 
recycling plastics that have 
traveled down several rivers 
that flow into the lake and pol-
luted the area.  By working on 
these projects, Ccopacatty suc-
cessfully creates community 
engagement with the local 
craftsmen.  The lake is home 
to many islands woven from 
reeds where the Uros Indian 
fled to escape the Inca Empire 
and still live in reed houses. 
Ccopacatty learned how to 
weave from his grandmother 
and uses that process for the 
plastics. 

“I hope to continue to get to 
know the Andean community 
in Queens. I know they’re here 
and that we are always the 
minority vs. other immigrant 
groups,” Ccopacatty said.  
The four Andean nations are 
Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia and Co-
lombia.

Ccopacatty says that he 
loves Queens because it’s the 
only place in the United States 
where he can eat choclo, the 
traditional large kernel corn. 

“What he was trying to do 
is give local people something 
to do and utilize their own 

craft traditions and also at the 
same time preserve the natu-
ral habitat and lake,” Reddy 
said.

Also slated to appear is 
Abya Yala Arte y Cultura, 
a non-profit cultural orga-
nization that celebrates na-
tive identities within Latin 
America through theater per-
formances. The group has cre-
ated a routine, titled “We Still 
Are,” based on Jose Maria Ar-
gueda’s poem “A Nuestro Pa-
dre Creador Tupac Amaru,” 
which uses live music, theater, 

poetry and dance to express 
the struggles immigrants 
face. 

The Smithsonian had been 
looking for venues in New 
York City to hold the Peruvian 
festival, and the Abya Yala 
group, having worked with 
the Queens Museum before, 
suggested the museum as an 
appropriate site. 

Rounding out the day 
will be  Mosaicos Andinos, 
a Queens dance company 
founded in 2002. This com-
pany, which has also worked 

with the museum before, has 
the goal of keeping the spirit 
and tradition of the Andean 
ancestral dances alive for 
new generations. They will 
perform “La Marinera Lime-
ña” and “Huayrsh Moderno,” 
followed by an interactive 
dance workshop. The dances 
the company will perform are 
representative of the high-
lands, the coast and the trop-
ics of Peru.

Although the day’s event 
is geared toward children be-
tween 4 and 12 years old,  Red-
dy said there will be activities 
for people of all ages. 

“We see this event as a fam-

ily activity and it should be en-
gaging for caregivers as well,” 
she said.

Continued from Page 37 

Peru

Artist Aymar Ccopacatty weaves together different colored pieces of 
plastic to create a work of art.  Photo courtesy Queens Museum

This collage by Aymar Ccopacatty was created by weaving together 
pieces of plastic.  Photo courtesy Queens Museum

IF YOU GO
Peruvian Culture 
Celebration

When: Sunday, July 12, from 
1:30 pm - 4 pm
Where: Queens Museum, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org
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CATERING SPECIAL FOR ALL CELEBRATIONS
CORPORATE EVENTS. SOCIAL OCCASIONS. SPORTING EVENTS. 

DINNER PARTIES. SHOWERS. ENGAGEMENT PARTIES.

Bring a smile to every gathering with

O’NEILL’S FAMOUS MOUTH-WATERING WINGS
Perfect for parties, events & game days! 

CELEBR
ATIONS M

ADE EASY

3FT HERO:
ASSORTED WRAPS OR SANDWICHES:

Salads and Sides Appetizers

Main Dishes

O’Neill’s Maspeth Catering

718-672-9696
Half or full trays available

64-21 53rd Drive, Maspeth, NY 11378  |  www.oneillsmaspeth.com

Let Us Cater Your Summer Picnics & Parties!
“PICNICS TO GO”
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MONDAYS  I  JULY 6  AUGUST 24 
11AM  1PM: FAMILY FUN DAY

WEDNESDAYS  I  JULY 1  AUGUST 26  
7PM: LIVE DJ 

8:30PM: OUTDOOR MOVIES ON THE GREEN  
SPONSORED BY BROADWAY STAGES

THURSDAYS  I  JULY 9  AUGUST 27 
11AM: READING ON THE GREEN WITH THE QUEENS PUBLIC LIBRARY  
SPONSORED BY MAYNE CONSTRUCTION OF LONG ISLAND, INC. 

EVENT WILL BE HELD INDOORS ON LOWER LEVEL BENEATH REGAL CINEMAS

THURSDAY  I  AUGUST 13 
5PM  9PM: EAST COAST CAR ASSOCIATION CLASSIC CAR SHOW

FRIDAYS  I  JULY 10  AUGUST 28 
5:30PM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC

SATURDAYS  I  JULY 11  AUGUST 29 
9:30AM: YOGA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC

SATURDAYS  I  JULY 11, JULY 25, AUGUST 15 & AUGUST 29 
79PM: CONCERTS ON THE GREEN

SUNDAYS  I  JULY 12  AUGUST 30 
9:30AM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC

*Log on to  facebook.com/ShopsatAtlasPark or visit our website ShopAtlasPark.com 
for details, a full events schedule and cancellations due to weather.

8000 COOPER AVENUE AT 80TH STREET | GLENDALE, NY  |  7183263300   

SUMMER FAMILY FUN!

CELEBRATE THE SHOPS AT ATLAS PARK 
SUMMER ON THE GREEN

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

SummerStage: “Soul 
Inscribed & the Spinning 
Wheel” and “Twists & a 
Bridge”— Hip Hop and theater 
artist Baba Israel’s “Soul 
Inscribed & the Spinning 
Wheel” is a mix of Hip Hop, 
Dub, Funk and Soul. Jennifer 
Cendaña Armas’ “Twists & a 
Bridge” tells the story of being 
a fi rst-generation Filipino-
American in Queens. 
When: Friday, July 17, at 7 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 
41st Road and 40th Avenue, 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Website:

Waterfront Concert Series 
— Central Astoria Local 
Development Coalition Inc. 
presents its 2015 weekly 
concert series. 
When: Thursdays, Through 
Aug. 13, at 7:30 pm
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Shore Boulevard between Hell 
Gate Bridge and the Pool
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: www.
centralastoria.org

Warm Up 2015 — The 
museum is celebrating the 
18th season of its outdoor 

music series, which brings 
the best in experimental live 
music, sound and DJs in a 
variety of genres. 
When: Saturdays through 
Sept. 5, from 3 pm - 9 pm, 
doors at noon
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $18/advance, $20/at door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.mopaps1.org

FILM

Arts, Culture and Fun City 
Classics — The NYC Parks 
handpicks classic and soon-
to-be classic movies as part 
of this fi lm series. Up fi rst, a 
musical tale about a fl ying car, 
“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.”
When: Monday, July 13, at 
11 am
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center, 131-40 Fowler Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Movie Night in Corona — 
Bring a low chair or blanket 
to watch “The Lego Movie.” 
When: Wednesday, July 15, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Lewis Simeon Park, Lewis 
Avenue and 101st Street, Corona
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Outdoor Cinema 2014  — The 
annual international fi lm festival 
focuses on a different country or 
culture each Wednesday evening. 
Visitors can picnic on the grass, 
enjoy the waterfront or watch 
musical and dance performances 
before viewings of international 
fi lms on an outdoor screen with 
the backdrop of the Manhattan 
skyline. 
When: Wednesdays, Through 
Aug. 19, pre-screening 
performance begins at 7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City  
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Arts, Culture and Fun City 
Classics — The NYC Parks 
handpicks classic and soon-to-be 
classic movies as part of this fi lm 
series. Drop in for the original 
version of “Ghostbusters.” 
When: Friday, July 17, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center, 93-29 
Queens Blvd., Rego Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Arts
Continued from Page 42 
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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powers to enforce sealed con-
tainment of waste-by-rail at 
trash transfer stations.

“Their mission is to 
make sure that the increas-
ing amount of railroad traf-
fic doesn’t come at a cost to 
the community’s quality of 
life and environmental con-
cerns,” Meng said. “They’ve 

been doing a great job.”
U.S. Rep. Nydia Velazquez 

(D-Ridgewood), state As-
semblyman Andrew Hevesi 
(D-Forest Hills), state Assem-
blyman Michael Miller (D-
Woodhaven) and Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz 
were also part of the effort. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

to accommodate everyone.” 
Schumer agreed, not-

ing that residents of south-
ern Queens and Rockaway 
already have “enough of a 
struggle” in their daily com-
mute. 

“We make it even more 
difficult when we use inac-
curate travel times to deter-
mine who has the right of 
way,” he said in a statement. 
“If we can bridge this gap of 
knowledge, we can ease the 
travel burden for commuters 
and it can be smooth sailing 
for watercrafts and trains 
through the Beach Channel 
Rail Bridge.”

Between 6:45 a.m. and 8:20 
a.m. and between 5 p.m. and 
6:45 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, train traffic has the 
right-of-way, but at most oth-
er times, priority is given to 
watercraft, the elected offi-
cials said. 

In 2006, the Coast Guard 
approved these travel times 
to accommodate commuters 
during rush hours but still 
enable efficient navigation 
by watercrafts, but the times 
do not satisfy constituents’ 
needs, they said. 

They want the agencies 
to determine more precise 

travel times for commuters 
and called on the MTA to re-
quest that the Coast Guard’s 
district commander conduct 
the evaluation to extend the 
times. 

The Coast Guard controls 
the bridge’s schedule, but any 
changes associated with the 
bridge have to be evaluated 
and requested by the MTA, 
the owner and operator, be-
fore they can be approved. 

The Coast Guard said a 
number of factors go into 
determining appropriate 
bridge schedules and a for-
mal process for requesting 
changes to bridge operation 
schedules.

“The Coast Guard will 
engage with stakeholders to 
determine the best course of 
action after reviewing any 
proposed changes,” a spokes-
man said. 

Kevin Ortiz, an MTA 
spokesman, said it is possible 
to extend the right-of-way 
peak hours, but it is too early 
to elaborate further. 

“We are supportive and 
will work with the USCG 
moving forward,” Ortiz said 
in an email.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

African-American and Mus-
lim communities.” 

Laufer is still facing at-
tempted murder charges as a 
hate crime in Queens Crimi-
nal Court for the alleged 2012 
stabbing of a Muslim imam 
from Masjid Al-Saliheen, a 
mosque located at Kissena 
Boulevard in Kew Gardens 
Hills according to court re-
cords. 

The stabbing case has not 
yet gone to trial and Laufer 
was released on $200,000 bail, 
according to Queens Crimi-
nal Court records. 

Laufer’s attorney, Alexan-
der Eisemann, said Laufner 
suffered from mental illness, 
according to federal court 
transcripts, and he was look-
ing to have his client admit-
ted to a psychiatric institu-
tion. 

Eisemann said Laufer has 
an extensive history of what 
he called mental defects and 
he anticipates some type of 
mental defect defense for his 
client in the Queens case. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

favor of Avella and the park ad-
vocates in a unanimous deci-
sion, granting injunctive relief 
and declaring that the develop-
ment cannot continue without 
state legislative approval.

“It was a huge victory for 
everyone who believes that 
parkland is sacred,” Avella 
said in an interview.

The plaintiffs filed suit 
against Willlets West’s devel-
oper in February 2014. At the 
end of August, Manhattan 
Supreme Court Judge Manuel 
Mendez ruled in favor of the 
project, saying it would ben-
efit the area. The plaintiffs ap-
pealed the case this April.

The Willets West mall is 
part of the Queens Develop-
ment Group’s $3 billion rede-
velopment of Willets Point into 
a new neighborhood with com-
mercial, retail and residential 
space.

Queens Development Group 
said it “strongly disagrees” 

with the decision, arguing 
that it overturns the State Su-
preme Court’s “well-reasoned 
decision.”

“We believe the Appellate 
Division Court misinterpreted 
the statute, improperly nar-
rowing the broad authority it 
conveyed which would result 
in an unacceptable status quo, 
instead of enabling a widely 
supported investment that will 
reverse 100 years of pollution 
and create thousands of much-
needed good-paying jobs,” a 
spokesman said in a statement.

The city Law Department, 
which represents city agencies 
in litigation, echoed similar 
sentiments.

“We are disappointed in 
the court’s decision and are re-
viewing our options,” a spokes-
man said in a statement. 

Richard Hellenbrecht, vice 
president of the Queens Civic 
Congress, said he hopes that 
the city will not appeal the de-
cision, but that it is still a vic-
tory.

“I hope that they do not ap-
peal and that if the city does 

appeal, that we will be the 
final victors altogether. But 
however it goes, I think this is 
a great decision for the people 
of Queens,” Ben Haber, an ac-
tivist for the park who was also 
a plaintiff in the case, said.

According to Haber, the de-
cision shows that it is possible 
to “fight City Hall sometimes.” 
He also said that the advocates 
will continue their fight.

“We’re not backing down,” 
Haber said. “We’re going to 
fight it all the way.”

Gerald Antonacci, presi-
dent of Willets Point United, a 
group representing business 
and land owners, said the deci-
sion comes after eight years of 
fighting the city on the issue.

He said the city would have 
to go to the state Legislature to 
get laws changed on parkland 
issues, complete the uniform 
land-use review procedure 
and replace the 48 acres of 
parkland if their appeal is not 
granted.

“To do all three of them, I 
think the odds are very, very 
small,” Antonacci said.

injects over $7.1 billion into 
our local economy and creates 
over 130,000 jobs in New York 
City, and thanks to Silvercup’s 
new studio, the Bronx will now 

receive its piece of the pie.”
Silvercup Studios opened 

in 1983 at the former home of 
Silvercup Bakery. 

Suna credited Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s New York State Film 
Tax Credit program, as well as 
the state Senate and Assembly, 
for helping to create the cur-

rent boom in film and televi-
sion production in the city.

 “With additional studio 
space, more television shows 
and feature films that may 
have been filmed elsewhere 
can now take advantage of all 
the benefits of filming in New 
York,” he said.

lars is deplorable.”
The comptroller’s office has 

until next week to accept or 
reject the contract. A spokes-
woman for the Department of 
Homeless Services said, “DHS 
has a legal and moral obliga-
tion to provide temporary 
emergency shelter to all those 
who need it.”

The Pan American hotel 
is one of numerous locations 
throughout New York City 
where emergency temporary 
housing has been opened, 
only to be converted to a per-
manent shelter months later 
with surrounding communi-
ties receiving no notice of the 
shelter placement until after it 
has already been opened. State 
Sen. Jeff Klein (D-Bronx), the 
Independent Democratic Con-
ference leader, joined Avella 
to push his bill that would re-
quire the City Planning Com-
mission to hold public hear-
ings prior to the approval, 
modification or denial of a 
shelter site or lease renewal.

  Avella is chairman of the 

Senate Committee on Children 
and Families.

“The residents of this com-
munity deserve to be heard 
and the residents in this fam-
ily shelter who live with rat 
infestations, improper gar-
bage disposal and other seri-
ous health violations deserve 
better,” Klein said. “The state 
Senate already passed my leg-
islation ,which would require 
community input and the City 
Planning Commission to de-
cide whether a social service 
provider has found a proper 
location. It’s now incumbent 
upon the Assembly to act so 
that we can protect our neigh-
borhoods.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst), a co-sponsor 
of Klein’s legislation, called 
community input fundamen-
tal. 

“Neighborhoods must 
know what happens in their 
own backyard,” Peralta said. 
“We have all seen what hap-
pened when facilities were 
converted into social service 
provides overnight.”

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) experi-
enced such a conversion in 
Glendale and co-sponsored 

Klein’s bill. 
“This behind me is the 

poster child for inappropri-
ate places to house the home-
less,” he said, adding his call 
for a rejection of the perma-
nent contract along with state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing) and state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights).

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), who has written to 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and city 
and state officials about prob-
lems with the facility, could 
not attend the rally but sent a 
statement:

“The shelter at the site of 
the Pan Am hotel has been 
plagued with problems ever 
since it opened: issues with 
plumbing and heat; lack of 
kitchens and reports of bugs 
and vermin, among other 
things. And the lack of notifi-
cation and transparency sur-
rounding its opening was a 
total snub to the community. 
This site and the poor condi-
tions that exist there are a 
huge disservice to residents 
of the neighborhood and those 
that are housed at the facility. 
The city should reject this con-
tract!”

Continued from Page 1 

Pan Am

Continued from Page 6 

Continued from Page 2 

Continued from Page 4 

Rail bridge

Threat

Silvercup

Continued from Page 1 

Willets West

Continued from Page 5 

Train waste
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Even Scott Machado had 
stopped believing in himself, 
but a good season overseas 
has the Queens native refo-
cused on a return to the NBA.

The former Iona College 
guard played six regular-sea-
son games with the Houston 
Rockets in the 2012-2013 season 
and was briefly in five playoff 
games for the Golden State 
Warriors later that season. 
Since then Machado bounced 
around the NBA Development 
League with Rio Grande Val-
ley and Santa Cruz. He also 
was on the Utah Jazz’s pre-
season roster in 2014, but did 
not make the team. His confi-
dence was shaken.

“Before I went overseas,” 
Machado said, “it was more of 
a mental thing. I was thinking 
too much about the game.”

It forced Marchado to 
head overseas for the first 
time, which ended up be-
ing the best thing that could 
have happened to him. The 
former NCAA leader in as-
sists found his game and his 
confidence starting for the 
BC Kalev/Cramo of the Bal-
tic League, one of the best in 
Europe. Machado averaged 
17 points and eight assists per 
game and found the playing 
style that made him a success 
throughout his career. 

“They allowed me to be 
myself,” he said. “I gained my 
confidence back, really just 
my shooting stroke.”

He will get another chance 
this summer to catch on in the 
NBA after making the Wash-
ington Wizards’ summer-
league roster. It will be his 
fourth summer-league team 
after shots with the Warriors 
and Toronto Raptors the last 
two years respectively.

The Wizards’ games get 
underway July 11 in Las Ve-
gas. Machado says he has 
learned from his past experi-
ence in the summer leagues 
and knows how to better ap-
proach getting noticed. In 
the past he tried to show off 
a specific skill whether it was 
passing, defense or shooting. 

“It’s really trying to just 
put it all together all at once,” 
Machado said. “NBA teams 
want to see that you really 
know how to play.”

Machado played twice 
in the Pro City summerball 
league at Baruch College to 
build the stamina to play ma-
jor game minutes. He looked 
strong, scoring 26 points, 
grabbing six rebounds and 
dishing out six assists for 
Queensbridge in a loss to 
Primetime last week.

“Going two times a day, 
working out and then coming 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 

It was a banner year for 
some unfamiliar faces in 
Queens, mixed in with a few pe-
rennial powers who remained 
on top. The Christ the King 
boys’ basketball team claimed 
a third straight CHSAA Inter-
sectional title, but fell short of 
a historic Federation three-
peat. After years of knocking 
on the door Aviation has a 
boys’ soccer city title to call 
its own. And after a four-year 
wait, Archbishop Molloy took 
home another CHSAA state 
softball crown.

But who were the best clubs 
of them all in Queens regard-
less of sport? These are our 
picks for the best of the 2014-15 
school year.

The squads were selected 
keeping in mind their level of 
dominance in their sport, the 
level and difficulty of any title 
won, the historic nature of the 
season and the quality of their 
overall year. Here is how the 

teams stacked up: 
1. Aviation boys’ soccer 

(13-2-2)
Aviation fans lifted coach 

Mario Cotumaccio on their 
shoulders in jubilation after 
the 12th-seeded Flyers rallied 
to beat No. 2 Susan Wagner for 
its first PSAL Class A city title. 
It was a long time coming after 
five straight semifinals and a 
second title-game appearance. 
What made it sweeter was that 
Aviation stunned nationally 
ranked and defending cham-
pion Martin Luther King Jr. in 
the semifinals.

2. Christ the King boys’ 

basketball (25-5)
The Royals, also the Brook-

lyn/Queens champs, accom-
plished something only three 
other schools have done by 
winning a third straight 
CHSAA Class AA city crown. 
Behind star Rawle Alkins the 
Royals became the first to earn 
five titles in six years, but fell 
a win shy of an unprecedented 
third consecutive Federation 

crown.
3. Archbishop Molloy 

softball (21-5)
Molloy put it all together af-

ter a disappointing end to 2014. 
The Stanners won the CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens regular 
season and diocesan crown. It 
beat St. Joseph by the Sea for 
the city title and clipped St. 
Anthony’s to garner its first 
Catholic state championship 
since 2011. Pitchers Alexandra 
Yule and Amanda Zeni, along 
with a loaded lineup led by 
Camile Sears, made them ar-
guably the city’s top club.

4. Christ the King girls’ 

basketball (21-8)
In a year that was believed 

to be a rebuilding one, the 
Royals were Queens of the city 
again. CK earned the Brook-
lyn/Queens regular season 
and diocesan title. It beat ri-
val Molloy a fourth time for 
its first CHSAA Class AA 
state crown since 2010. Domi-
nique Toussaint and Sydney 

Continued on Page 53Continued on Page 53

Scott Machado playing in a 2013 preseason game for the Utah Jazz in 
Boise, Idaho.  AP Photo/Otto Kitsinger

The top of the heap
Ten teams that gave Queens sports a banner year

Queens’ Machado 
up for NBA return

Molloy's Alexandra Yule (l.) hugs Jessica Hickey after winning the CHSAA Class AA state softball title. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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SPORTS

WE HAVE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

1.9%
PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED SALES

EVENT!

$AVEBIG BUCKS NOW
DURING OUR...

    Hunting for a Good Deal? Look    

2011 NISSAN PATHFINDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #21037T

$16,995

2009 HONDA ACCORD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

34K MILES #21301T

$12,995

2003 HONDA CR-V
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

98K MILES #21306T

$6,995

2013 HONDA ODYSSEY
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

4K MILES #21364T

$29,995

2011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

16K MILES #21391T

$29,995

2009 TOYOTA AVALON
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF.,

AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 48K MILES #21402

$14,995

2010 HONDA ACCORD EX-L
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, SNRF., AM/FM, CD,

LTHR., 41K MILES #21420T

$14,995

2008 NISSAN ROGUE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

116K MILES #21443T

$6,995

2011 SUBARU IMPREZA WRX
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

44K MILES #21499T

$23,995

2012 TOYOTA PRIUS 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

44K MILES #21507

$15,995

2012 TOYOTA SIENNA XLE LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF., 

AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 26K MILES #21505

$25,995

2010 TOYOTA SIENNA XLE LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

42K MILES #21882T

$21,995
MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 

ALL OFFERS END 5/19/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE

...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED
CALL LIZ @ 718-445-2525

4X4

AWD

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

7 PASSENGER
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www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525

2009 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

39K MILES #21519T

$12,995

2009 TOYOTA CAMRY SE V6
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

60K MILES #21520

$12,995

2011 TOYOTA AVALON LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

LTHR., 18K MILES #21548T

$19,995

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

21K MILES #21590T

$22,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

45K MILES #21684T

$12,995

2010 TOYOTA COROLLA 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

106K MILES #21665T

$6,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

45K MILES #21684T

$15,995

2010 TOYOTA VENZA AWD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #21711

$17,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER SE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

31K MILES #21727T

$22,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER SE
AUTO, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

80K MILES #21747T

$17,995

2012 TOYOTA COROLLA 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

29K MILES #21789T

$13,995

2005 TOYOTA SOLARA SE V6
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

77K MILES #21817T

$10,995

WE WANT YOUR

TRADE!
FREE Portable Navigation 

with Purchase

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 
ALLOFFERSEND5/19/15 CONSUMERAFFAIRSLIC#0923677FID#7071878

  No Further...Great Deals in Sight!
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Christ the King star Rawle 
Alkins removed some of the 
uncertainty surrounding his 
basketball future. 

The highly recruited guard 
didn’t wait for the CHSAA to 
decide whether he would be 
eligible to compete for anoth-
er year with the Royals after 
playing varsity games as an 
eighth grader in Florida. He 
announced on social media 
last week that he will leave 
Christ the King and play his 
final season at a prep school to 
be determined.

“#3Peat will never be for-
gotten!,” Alkins posted on 
Twitter. “Time to announce 
that I will be attending prep 
school next year !! I will al-
ways rep [NYC]”

Had Alkins chosen to stick 
it out, he would have had to 
wait until the beginning of the 
school year in September to 
get a ruling from the league’s 
Student Eligibility Commit-
tee. Christ the King coach Joe 
Arbitello agrees the move was 
in Alkins’ best interest under 
the circumstance. 

“The worst is he transfers, 
he gets involved, he’s there 
since August,” Arbitello said. 

“He will flow. He will have a 
really good year. He will be an 
All-American. That will work 
out. If he stays until September 
and they say ‘No’ to him, then 
he has to pack up and leave in 
October. It’s just not going to 
be good for him. There is too 
much at stake.”

The coach said he didn’t 
have any insight on how the 
CHSAA’s decision would go 
had things gotten that far and 
no formal discussions regard-
ing the possible outcome took 
place. The CHSAA is known to 
be a strict interpreter of rules. 
Arbitello did say that he be-

lieves in other leagues Alkins 
would have been eligible al-
ready. 

“The CHSAA needs to get 
its act together,” Arbitello said.

Alkins, who did not return 
messages, has said all along he 
would prefer to stay at Christ 
the King and chase a fourth 

straight CHSAA Class AA In-
tersectional title and a third 
state Federation crown in four 
years. He and Arbitello have 
developed a special bond and 
Alkins is very close to his fam-
ily, especially his mother Der-
line Zephir. The 6-foot-4 small 
forward is the 22nd ranked 
player in his class, according 
to ESPN. He is being recruited 
by all of the top colleges in the 
country, including St. John’s.

“He’s got to make a self 
decision, because he could 
be two years away from be-
ing drafted,” Arbitello said. 
“Three years. He needs to un-
derstand that this is what has 
to be done.”

Arbitello isn’t worried 
about his own team coping 
with the loss of Alkins in 
the lineup as it looks to win 
a fourth straight CHSAA 
crown. The Royals still return 
point guard Jose Alvarado, 
forwards Yashawn Bright, Ty-
rone Cohen and center David 
Cole. 

“I think we were under the 
impression we were going to 
win with or without him.next 
year,” Arbitello said. “The 
only person who reached out 
to me was Rawle, saying I hope 
you get that four-peat, Coach.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

CHSAA left Rawle no 
choice. New York City’s best 
boys’ basketball player is leav-
ing and he couldn’t be more 
right in doing so.

Christ the King star Rawle 
Alkins announced on social 
media last week that he will 
not return to Middle Village 
next season and will attend a 
prep school. It was a move he 
had to make with his eligibil-
ity to play a senior season in 
the CHSAA still up the air. 
He played in eight varsity 
games in Florida as an eighth 
grader and by rule the Catho-
lic league’s Student Eligibil-
ity Committee would not meet 
until September to decide if he 

could play in Middle Village. 
Alkins, who said all along 

he’d rather stay at CK, left be-
fore having his fate officially 
decided. That was only going 
happen if he stuck around 
long enough for the school 
year to begin. It left Alkins 
with no choice but to leave af-
ter helping the Royals to three 
straight CHSAA Class AA 
Intersectional titles and two 
state Federation crowns dur-
ing his tenure. The Catholic 
League is known to be a strict 
and by the rules organization, 
so his chances of being allowed 
to play were slim.

Instead of placing his fate in 
the hands of others he smartly 
decided his own future. Why 
wait and have to answer ques-
tions about it from reporters 
and scouts all summer, risk 
prep school rosters filling up 
and complicate the transition 
on and off the court.

New York City must watch 
another of its top talented go 
elsewhere. It is time for the 
CHSAA to change the ruling 
date so in the future a kid can 

make this move with the de-
cency of knowing if he’d even 
be allowed to stay.

If Alkins had stuck it out 
and been turned away, he’d 
also be hurting his academic 
future. Starting a new school 
in October would put a greater 
strain on the process of ensur-
ing he completes his course 
work to be academically quali-
fied to compete in college. Rul-
ings like this should be made 
in May or June or early Au-
gust at the latest.

“At least make the rul-
ing so he wouldn’t be messed 
up academically,” Christ the 
King coach Joe Arbitello said. 
“If the kid waits until Septem-
ber, are you really doing the 
right thing academically for 
the kid? So they need to get out 
of the 1950s and realize this is 
2015.”

It has caused the five bor-
oughs to lose the CHSAA’s 
regular season and postsea-
son MVP last season, while 
averaging 20 points per game. 

Alkins is also one of the top 
players in the country. He is 
being recruited by St. John’s 
and every other major college.

CK teammate Jared Rivers 
tweeted: “@Iam_RawleAlkins 
gonna miss u bro turn up 
where ever [sic] you go”

It’s a shame to see him go, 
not only because he was a su-
per talent and fun to watch 
play, but a rare and refresh-
ing personality. This is a good 
kid, with a good family who 
learned to flourish in the spot-
light.

Instead of getting to see 
him upclose, NYC fans will 
be forced to admire from afar 
wherever he lands. He would 
much rather have played for 
a fourth straight CHSAA title 
and another Federation crown. 
That was never even given a 
chance of happening, thanks 
to the CHSAA’s rules.

Alkins was right to not 
wait for the answer. He had 
to go. The best player in New 
York City was given no choice, 
but to become the best player 
somewhere else. 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Christ the King's Rawle Alkins looks to attack the basket against Wings.  
Photo by Ken Maldonado

Christ the King’s Rawle Alkins isn’t waiting for authorities to decide on his eligibility next year in the city’s 
Catholic school league and will go to prep school next year. Photo by Michael Shain

CHSAA left Rawle without any other choice

Aklins leaves CK behind for prep school



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 10-16, 2015 53  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Zambrotta pushed the team 
to within a victory of another 
Federation championship. 

5. Benjamin Cardozo 

girls’ track

The Judges have watched 
Medgar Evers challenge them 

for their throne as the city’s 
top team. This season was no 
contest and one of Dozo’s most 
dominant as it won PSAL city 
titles in cross country, indoor 
track and outdoor track—the 
first time they took all three 
titles. Shaniqua Kilpatrick 

and Emma Gallagher led the 
team to the cross country 
crown and jumper Marie-Jose 
Ebweabile was a huge reason 
behind Dozo’s indoor and out-
door championships.

6. Mary Louis girls’ 

 tennis (18-0)
Mary Louis did what no 

team could for 16 years by end-
ing St. Francis Prep’s reign as 
CHSAA state champions with 
a semifinal win. It then bested 
St. Joseph Hill for the pro-
gram’s first crown. First sin-
gles star Yuka Lin and compa-
ny got close in both of the last 
two seasons, but this year they 
finally got over the hump. Ev-
ery player on the team’s lineup 
returns next season.

7. Christ the King girls’ 

soccer (12-1-1)
Christ the King became a 

soccer dynasty after its fourth 
consecutive CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens title with its most 
dominant win  a 5-1 victory in 
the final. Behind Media Mulic 
and Sarah Nolan, the Royals 
then did something it hadn’t 
accomplished yet during its 
run by reaching the Catholic 
state final.

8. Springfield Gardens 

boys’ basketball (25-5)
There was a guardian angel 

on the Golden Eagles’ shoul-
ders as the team won the PSAL 

Class A crown, its first city ti-
tle since 1983. Springfield Gar-
dens dedicated the crown to 
former star Anthony Mason, 
who died before the playoffs. 
Joel Boyce and company navi-
gated their way through one of 
the deepest and most talented 
‘A’ divisions in recent years.

9. Grover Cleveland 

boys’ volleyball (14-1)
Grover Cleveland hasn’t ex-

actly been boys’ volleyball roy-
alty and were not considered a 
favorite when the year started, 
thanks to a young roster. Still 
coach Anna Dawidowska ex-
pected big things from a club 
that started four sophomores. 
It delivered with the program’s 
first PSAL Class A crown as 
the No. 6 seed behind Juan De 

Jesus and Costinel Oaie
10. Maspeth boys’ 

basket ball (24-1)
Maspeth was one of the best 

feel-good stories of the year. 
The Argonauts won the PSAL 
Class B city title in their first 
varsity year after an unbeaten 
regular season. Behind Paolo 
Tamer and Damian Piszc-
zatowski,  Maspeth 
upset Dwight in the state Fed-
eration semifinals and showed 
plenty of fight in a loss in the 
title game. 

Honorable mention: Rich-
mond Hill cricket, McClancy 
girls’ soccer, Archbishop Mol-
loy boys’ soccer, St. Francis 
Prep boys’ handball, Monsi-
gnor McClancy baseball, For-
est Hills baseball 

Top Ten Machado
Continued from Page 49 Continued from Page 49

in here and working on your 
stamina, it helps,” Machado 
said.

He is prepared for what is 
ahead. With his confidence 
back, his game in a good place 
and he has a better under-
standing of the process. He’s 
not going to try to overdo any-
thing and just let his play do 
the talking.

“I’m going into it more re-
laxed,” Machado said. “Not be-
ing so excited, like to go in there 
and and destroy the summer 
league. I’m more or less going 
in there to show them I really 
know how to play the game.” 

Aviation coach Mario Cotumaccio 
pulled off the upset of the year when 
his team rallied to beat powerhouse 
Susan Wagner for the city soccer 
 title. Photo by Gina Palermo

AARP gives you the information to 
help care for your loved ones, just like 
they did with you once. You don’t have 
to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for 
help. Visit our website or call now to 
get practical health and wellness tips 
to provide even better care for those 
who once took care of you.
We provide you information to 
give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885
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FLIP

GET OUT OF YOUR GM LEASE EARLY.***

SPOILYOU
WAY!EAST HILLS

let us the

855-782-1680EAST HILLS CHEVY 
DOUGLASTON

Must present ad to receive advertised specials. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All leases subject to primary lenders approval. Must qualify for Tier 1 credit approval. Must finance 80% thru dealer. Cruze, Equinox, Malibu, Trax, Traverse 
& Impala pricing reflects credit union and educator rebates. All leases are 10k miles per year. Customer responsible for wear and tear at 25 Cents additional per mile. **Diesel and synthetic oil additional. ***Must be in GM Master Manifest list to 

qualify. Not all buyers will qualify. All pricing includes competitive lease (non GM‘99 or newer) or GM loyalty rebate. All leases require $1995 down (Cruze $995 down) $595 bank fee, plus tax, tags, dmv and dealer fees. Due at Signing (excludes tax, 
tags & fees)= Cruze $1639, Equinox $2639, Malibu $2659, Impala $2739, Traverse $2709, Trax $2659, Tahoe $3039, Camaro $2759. All rebates/incentives assigned to dealer. Pictures for illustrative purposes only. Not valid on prior deals. No two 

offers can be combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for complete details. Douglaston dmv# 7105766, dca# 1279637. Offers expire 4 days after publication.

2015 CHEVROLET
CRUZE LS

Stk# S0342, Reference #17344, 
Auto, 1.8L Turbo, PW/PL, 

Bluetooth, XM Radio, Remote 
Keyless Entry, Traction Control

MSRP $19,695
LEASE FOR

$49
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$14,969
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX LT

Stk# S0841, Reference #17346, 
Auto, 2.4L V4, Power Drivers 
Seat, Remote Start, Back Up 

Camera, Tinted Glass, Roof  Rack, 
Bluetooth, MSRP $28,370

LEASE FOR

$49
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$21,259
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
MALIBU LS

Stk# S1047, Reference #17358, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, Remote Start, 

Bluetooth, Remote Keyless Entry, 
Cruise Control, 10 Airbags

MSRP $23,840
LEASE FOR

$69
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$18,249
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAX LT

Stk#S0849, Reference # 17351, 
Auto, 1.4L Turbo, Aluminum 

Wheels, Tinted glass, Remote Start, 
Cruise, Rear Camera 10 Airbags

MSRP $23,900
LEASE FOR

$69
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$18,949
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE
AWD LS

Stk# N151552, Reference 
#17360, Auto, 3.6L V6, 8 Way 
Power Drivers Seat, Bluetooth, 

Back Up Camera, MSRP $34,420LEASE FOR

$119
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$28,129
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
IMPALA LS

Stk# S0358, Reference #17359, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, Rear Park Assist, 
Bluetooth, Remote Keyless Entry, 

10 Air Bags, Cruise
MSRP $28,455

LEASE FOR

$149
PER MO.

39 MOS.

$20,999
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
CAMARO LS

Stk# N15511, Reference 
#35574, 6 Speed Manual, 

3.6L V6, 323HP, Bluetooth, 18” 
Aluminum Wheels, A/C

MSRP $25,005
LEASE FOR

$169
PER MO.

39 MOS.

$21,495
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
TAHOE LS 4X4

Stk# N151661, Reference 
#35578, Auto, 5.3L V8, 4x4, 20” 
Wheels, Cloth Front Bench, Rear 
Park Assist, Bluetooth, Power 

Seats, Remote Start, Rear Camera
MSRP $50,495LEASE FOR

$449
PER MO.

39 MOS.

$46,995
SALE PRICE

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

Auto Rewards Earnings 
Program 
Up To $5,000 Vehicle Discount - For 
You, Friends or Family.

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want.**

Members-Only Parts & 
Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

FREE NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

FREE Service Loaner 
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

FREE Drop-Off Valet 
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

FREE Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

FREE Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

FREE Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

FREE Gift Certificate 
Rewards 
Your Achievements Unlock Gifts.

FREE Lost Key Return 
Service 
Keeping You Worry-Free & Hassle-Free.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH PURCHASE:

And Much More!

EXCLUSIVE

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

OR

WITH
$0 DOWN

$89PER
MO.

OFFERS END MONDAY AT 9 PM!
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