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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Queens Borough President 

Melinda Katz said she has confi-
dence that the Queens Library’s 
board of trustees will consider 
the library’s “best interest” fol-
lowing the results of a  blistering 
audit of the system’s previous 
spending practices by City Comp-
troller Scott Stringer. 

“The board of trustees is tak-
ing the comptroller’s audit find-
ings and recommendations very 
seriously while it ponders the fu-
ture of the library’s leadership,” 
a borough president spokesman 
said. “Borough President Katz 
has every faith that the trust-
ees—appointed by the borough 
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BY BILL PARRY

Angry  No. 7 train rid-
ers had plenty to say to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo last week, 
but he wasn’t hearing it. 
That’s because the Cuomo 
they were complaining to 
was only a cardboard cut-
out brought aboard the be-

leaguered subway line by 
members of the public tran-
sit advocacy group Riders 
Alliance to highlight the 
problems riders face every 
single day, according to the 
group.

“Since the MTA put 
forth its $32 billion, five-
year capital plan, Gov. Cuo-

mo has spent months ignor-
ing the needs of subway and 
bus riders who want public 
transit in New York City to 
work for us,” Riders Alli-
ance Deputy Director Nick 
Sifuentes said. “The MTA 
is a state agency, so it’s 
his responsibility to make 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Since the mayor announced 
Lunar New Year and two Islamic 
holy days will be observed as pub-
lic school holidays, City Council-
man Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and community lead-
ers are speaking out to the city’s 
Board of Education on behalf of 
Queens residents who want the 
largely Hindu holy day Diwali to 
follow.

Dozens of parents gathered to 
make their feelings known at the 
Sarvamangala Shri Saneeswara 
Temple, at 225th Street in Queens 
Village Monday. They were joined 
by Dromm; City Council candi-
date for District 23 Ali Najmi, who 
arranged the event; and Hindu 
community leaders to show their 

BY MADINA TOURE

State Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (D-Fresh 
Meadows) is calling on the city Department of 
Sanitation to address illegal advertising through-
out Fresh Meadows.

In a letter dated July 13 to Sanitation Commis-

Members of the Riders Alliance take a 
selfie with a cardboard cutout of Gov. 
Cuomo while waiting for a No. 7 subway 
ride. Photo courtesy Rebecca Bailin
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Trustees must decide
 top leadership’s future

More than 1,400 bikers share a leisurely, 20-mile ride around the borough on the annual Tour de Queens. The 
route, from Astoria to Forest Hills and back again takes the peddlers down Eliot Avenue here though the heart 
of Middle Village.    Photo by Michael Shain 

PEDAL PUSHERS

(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com

Reveals How to Protect Your Assets 
and Provide for Your Loved Ones

888-836-3909
www.davidovlaw.com
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Katz welcomes audit of libraryHindus want
Diwali to be
DOE holiday

Fresh Meadows besieged
by posting of illegal ads

Riders take guv for a ride
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Reserve Your Seat

Attend one of these 
workshops and receive a 
FREE 1-hour consultation

80-02 Kew Gardens Road, Suite 605, 
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

Helping Families Since 2001

SPONSORED BY:

GLENDALE 

WOODSIDE

MIDDLE VILLAGE

HOWARD BEACH

SAVE YOUR 

FAMILY 

$11,500 PER 

MONTH 

(Hint: Not all Powers of Attorney avoid Guardianship!) 

Attend this free workshop and receive a FREE no obligation private 
consultation with Attorney Ilana Davidov or Michael Davidov to answer 

any questions about setting up your estate plan ($395 value)

Your 
RSVP Code 

#C702

Seating is Limited, Register Today!
Call us Today at 

888-836-3909
or Register online at 

www.davidovlaw.com

DAVIDOV LAW GROUP
Reveals How to Protect Your Assets  

and Provide for Your Loved Ones

Your  
RSVP Code 

P712

GLENDALE
Tuesday

July 21 at 11:00 AM
(Refreshments)

Atlas Park Community Room
8000 Cooper Avenue, Room 8312

WOODSIDE
Wednesday

July 22 at 10:00 AM
(Refreshments)

Donovan’s
57-24 Roosevelt Avenue

MIDDLE VILLAGE
Wednesday

July 22 at 7:00 PM
(Refreshments)
Villa Erasmo

69-61 Juniper Boulevard South

HOWARD BEACH
Thursday

July 23 at 10:00 AM
(Refreshments)

Lenny’s Clam Bar and Restaurant
161-03 Cross Bay Boulevard
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BY MADINA TOURE

Following an appellate court’s 
ruling that the city cannot build 
the Willets West mega-mall on 
parkland that is partially in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
auto shop owners in Willets Point 
contend their businesses have 
been unfairly pushed out of the 
area.

Earlier this month, the ap-
pellate court said the proposed 
mall on the former site of Shea 
Stadium requires state legisla-
tive approval since it would be 
constructed on part of Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.

Across the street from Citi 
Field are the businesses that 
are part of the first phase of the 
Queens Development Group’s $3 
billion Willets Point Development 
Plan to transform Willets Point 
into a new neighborhood with 
commercial, retail and residen-
tial space. 

The Sunrise Cooperative, a 
group of auto shop owners, had to 

vacate the area June 1 as part of 
a $5.8 million settlement reached 
with the city in April. By June 5, 

the city took over the property. 
The owners are either work-

ing in the streets or in other parts 

of Queens, according to Marco 
Neira, Sunrise Coop’s president.

“They have their tools,” Neira 
said. “They fix the cars from the 
streets. It’s not like they have the 
regular shop.”

Neira said the group filed per-
mits for their new space at 1080 
Leggett Ave. in the Hunts Point 
section of the South Bronx a 
couple of weeks ago and that con-
struction is going to start once 
they get the permits.

A spokesman for Bronx Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz said 
the some of the permits have been 
filed and that his office thinks the 
deal could have been handled bet-
ter all along.  

In four months, 12 shops will 
open at the site, with construc-
tion expected to be complete by 
March 2016. 

But the city Department of 
Buildings said the permits have 
not yet been filed.

“There has been no application 
filed to obtain a permit to convert 
the certificate of occupancy for 

the building at this time,” a DOB 
spokesman said.

The city Economic Develop-
ment Corporation said none of the 
Sunrise Coop shops are located in 
the area that was intended for the 
mega-mall and that the appellate 
court’s ruling has no effect on the 
court-approved settlement the 
city reached with Sunrise Coop. 

But business owners outside of 
Sunrise Coop think otherwise. 

The owner of Discount Muf-
flers on 126th Street and Wil-
lets Point Boulevard, who asked 
to only be identified as Wais, is 
angry. A former Sunrise Coop 
member, Wais’ shop is in the first 
phase. The City Council approved 
the original Willets Point project 
in 2008, but in 2012 Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg announced that 
the plans included the mega-mall 
and a parking garage.

“He took all the people out of 
here and promising them that 
‘We’ll get you shops’ and stuff like 
that. Nothing happened,” Wais 
said. “Everybody’s out of a job.”

BY MADINA TOURE
 
After City Comptroller Scott 

Stringer announced the $5.9 mil-
lion settlement with Eric Garner’s 
family a few days before the an-
niversary of his death, Queens 
elected officials and community 
leaders say the agreement does 
not sufficiently address the trou-
bled relationship between police 
and the community.

Garner’s estate filed a claim 
against the city in October 2014 
for damages related to his death 
in July.

“While we cannot discuss the 
details of this settlement, and the 
city has not admitted liability, I 
believe that we have reached an 
agreement that acknowledges 
the tragic nature of Mr. Garner’s 
death while balancing my office’s 
fiscal responsibility to the city,” 
Stringer said in a statement. 

The family also reached a set-
tlement with Richmond University 
Medical Center, whose responders 

were sent to the scene, National 
Public Radio reported. 

Garner, 43, who was black, 
died after he was placed into a 
police chokehold by a white police 
officer during his arrest on Staten 
Island for selling loose cigarettes. 
The medical examiner ruled his 
death a homicide. A grand jury 
convened by Staten Island Dis-
trict Attorney Daniel Donovan 
decided not to indict the officer. 

His death was replayed 
throughout the country on a vid-
eo as he slumped to the sidewalk 
saying, “I can’t breathe.” 

Although there will be a march 
in Staten Island and a rally at the 
federal courthouse in downtown 
Brooklyn Saturday, there were no 
scheduled events in Queens. But 
elected officials had strong feel-
ings about the settlement. 

“I personally think that while 
the deal may have been good in 
terms of bringing some closure 
to his family, it does a poor job of 
having the city think about its po-

licing,” state Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park) said.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica) is a co-sponsor of bills 

based on the Garner case, which 
include the Death in Custody Re-
porting Act and the End Racial 
Profiling Act.

“For me, one of the biggest 
tragedies that still remains is 
that the officer that committed 
the horrendous act is still getting 
paid by the city of New York,” he 
said.

City Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) said the 
settlement does not change the 
loss of life. 

“Although there was a settle-
ment, that is not justice for the 
family nor justice for the commu-
nity and justice will be when we 
really make meaningful changes 
in laws that protect, that have for 
far too long protected those who 
harm innocent lives,” Richards 
said.

Javier Valdes, co-director of 
Make the Road New York, an im-
migrant advocacy group, is at-
tending the Staten Island march. 

Most elected officials and community leaders say the settlement does not ad-
dress issues with the city's policing methods.

Scores of auto shop owners pushed out of Willets Point to make way for a new 
commercial development arecrying foul now that a judge has stopped the plan.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Garner family settlement falls short on justice
Queens pols, leaders contend $5.9M agreement does not address city’s policing problems

Willets Pt. auto shops irate over evictions
Displaced businesses question relocation after appeals court blocks $3B megamall project



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JU

LY
 19

, 2
01

5
4

is still accepting applications  
for the Fall 2015 semester!
is still accepting applications  
for the Fall 2015 semester!
WHY YORK?  
York has been ranked the  

top college in the nation for  

graduating students with  

the lowest debt.

AND 
York has The City  

University of New York’s  

outstanding programs in:

  Aviation Business  

Management 

  Occupational Therapy

  Pharmaceutical Science

  Physician Assistant Studies

CLAIM YOUR SEAT!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting 

www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or calling 718-262-2169.

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

Genuine State O’Maine Mussels
$1.99 lb.

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
(Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW
All offers expire 7/27/15

LOBSTERS 3  $39F
O
R

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

FISH & CHIPS 
DINNER

$1199

COUPON

WITH COUPON

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$2299

COUPON

WITH COUPON

Complete Menu Online: www.JordansLobster.com

Queens Parks Commissioner Dorothy Lewandowski (second from left), Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz 
(c) and Borough President Melinda Katz join parks officials and community leaders in breaking ground 
at Forest Park. Photo by Tom Momberg

BY TOM MOMBERG

The city Department 
of Parks and Recreation 
kicked off its $1.9 million 
capital reconstruction proj-
ect in Forest Park with a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
last week, continuing a 
$7 million series of incre-
mental improvements to 
Queens’ third-largest park.

Assisting Parks admin-
istrators and community 
leaders in breaking ground 
were Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
who allocated $1.35 mil-
lion of city discretionary 
funding for the project in 
this year’s budget, and Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz, who put an additional 
$550,000 of city funds to-
ward the project that will 
revamp amenities to make 
them safer and more envi-
ronmentally friendly.

“Over the past few years, 
we have been able to begin 
slowly transforming Forest 
Park in a number of loca-
tions,” said Queens Parks 
Commissioner Dorothy 
Lewandowski. “And in this 
eastern edge, because of 
funding from the borough 
president and all the local 
Council members, we have 
been doing amazing work 
in this area.”

In years past, the play-

ground was redesigned and 
additional pathways were 
put in, but one problem 
remained: “We recognize 
that in this general area, 
we have also had a lot of 
trouble with drainage and 
erosion. These funds will 
allow us to correct that,” 
Lewandowski said.

The capital project will 
realign and reconstruct 
more than 2,100 linear feet 
of existing asphalt path-
ways with concrete curbs 
throughout the park, to di-
rect stormwater to new bio-
swales, putting an end to 
the park’s notorious drain-
age issues in which storm-
water pools at low points.

About 80 linear feet of 
new pathway will also be 
constructed to connect the 
sidewalk of Forest Park 
Drive on the northeast 
end of the park with the 
other paths, so visitors do 
not have to walk along the 
Overlook’s driveway for 
park access.  

A Parks landscaper said 
the pathway redesign is a 
part of the department’s 
citywide effort to reduce the 
amount of water that runs 
through the city’s gray in-
frastructure, eliminating 
the first inch of rainfall 
that has to flow through 
catch basins, sewage out-
flows and ultimately, wa-

terways and the ocean.
“The bioswales will also 

be good for our park rang-
ers to be able to point to 
when instructing classes 
on ecosystems and the im-
portance of parks,” Lewan-
dowski said.

Included in a second 
phase of the project, the 
youth t-ball court will be 
flattened and reconstruct-
ed, an Americans with Dis-
abilities-certified ramp will 
be installed at the Overlook 
and permeable pavers will 
be grouted around the park 
comfort station to better 
capture rainfall.

Koslowitz and Katz said 
Forest Park is like a great 
escape for Queens resi-
dents, to get away from the 
hustle and bustle of the city, 
so they made it priority to 
allocate money for the park 
to better serve the commu-
nity.

“Forest Park is an amaz-
ing jewel in central Queens: 
It’s a place where people 
from so many communities 
and neighborhoods come 
to play with their children, 
play baseball and all the 
things we care for so deep-
ly,” Katz said. 

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Forest Park gets $1.9M
to revamp its amenities



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
ULY 19, 2015

5

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY BILL PARRY

Preservationists were outraged 
in December when the Pepsi-Cola 
sign in Long Island City and seven 
other historic sites across the bor-
ough were put in jeopardy after 
the chairwoman of the Landmarks 
Preservation Committee proposed 
to remove them from consider-
ation for protection. The blowback 
was so fierce that Chairwoman 
Meenakshi Srinivasan reversed 
course less than a week later and 
decided not to “de-calendar” them 
and to consider a new plan to deal 
with a backlog of nearly a hundred 
buildings and sites citywide.

The LPC announced last week 
that its Backlog Initiative would 
begin addressing the properties 
with a public comment period and 
then a special hearing on the 95 
properties that were placed on the 
commission’s calendar decades 
ago.

Each property, including the 
Douglaston Historic District, the 
Old Calvary Gatehouse in Sun-

nyside, the Bowne Street Com-
munity Church in Flushing, the 
Spanish Towers and the Fairway 
Apartments in Jackson Heights, 
the First Reformed Church and 
Sunday School of College Point 
and the Ahles House in Bayside 
will each get a months-long pro-
cess of public review and hear-
ings.

“Last fiscal year, the commis-
sion designated over 2,000 build-
ings and sites throughout the city 
in record timeframes, and I hope 
to extend this level of efficiency 
to every aspect of the agency,” 
Srinivasan said. “In that spirit, 
we are focused on addressing this 
backlog of properties that for de-
cades have been languishing on 
the commission’s calendar, cre-
ating uncertainty for both prop-
erty owners and the preservation 
community.”

The commissioner added that 
the plan will ensure “fairness 
and transparency” while allow-
ing significant public input. The 
public review period started this 

week and will last around three 
months.

Interested parties can review 
background materials, available 
for download at the LPC website, 

on the backlog items. These mate-
rials include fact sheets with maps 
and summaries of each property, 
and 15,000 pages of publicly ac-
cessible portions of LPC research 

files, which provide available in-
formation on the history of each 
property. 

Throughout the period the 
public is welcome to submit writ-
ten statements to backlog95@lpc.
nyc.gov. Those statements will 
be entered into the record and be 
distributed to the LPC commis-
sioners.

All Queens properties will be 
addressed at a public hearing on 
Oct. 8. Speakers will be allowed to 
testify for three minutes and can 
register by e-mail at backlog95@
lpc.nyc.gov.

The LPC will vote for or 
against designation of each prop-
erty in 2016. The commission can 
also choose to issue a “no-action 
letter” for some items, which 
would remove them from consid-
eration but would not disqualify 
them from landmark designation 
in the future.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

The Landmarks Preservation Commission announced its plan for public hearings 
on historic properties like the Pepsi Cola sign in LIC. Photo by Bill Parry

Landmarks has new plan for backlogged sites
Public review process underway for Pepsi Cola sign and other boro historic properties
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Three new traffic signals 
along Brookville Boulevard 
in Rosedale were unveiled 
post-installation last Friday 
by the city Department of 
Transportation after a push 
by elected leaders for a new 
study to help make the street 
safe for community members 
and visitors to Brookville 
Park. 

Brookville Boulevard, 
which runs alongside the 
park, now has traffic sig-
nals, crossing signals and 
proper crosswalks at 143rd, 
144th and Newhall avenues. 

The press conference re-
vealed  new traffic signals, 
crossing signals and cross-
walks included Council-
man Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton) and DOT Queens 
Borough Commissioner Ni-
cole Garcia. 

“For years, resi-
dents have been crossing 
Brookville Boulevard to get 
to Brookville Park at their 
own risk while cars sped 

down the road without any 
traffic lights,” Richards 
said. “Thankfully, the New 
York City Department of 
Transportation heard our 
cries and came through 
with three crossing signals 
that will ensure everyone 
can safely cross Brookville 
when they are visiting the 
park. It is great when we 
can accomplish good things 
for the community without 
something bad happening 
first.”

The winding, treacher-
ous road, known as Snake 
Road for its curvy path 
alongside the park, forks 
out from Elmont Road in 
Cambria Heights and ends 
by connecting to Rockaway 
Boulevard near Thurston 
Basin on the border of Nas-
sau and Queens. Snake 
Road has been the scene of 
fatal accidents over the last 
several years due to speed-
ing as well as drag racing, 
such as a crash that took 
place last year in April kill-
ing an 18-year-old man.

BY SHANNA FULD 
AND BILL PARRY

More than 1,200 job 
seekers showed up at the 
Queens Center mall last 
week for the fifth annual 
jobs fair sponsored by state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst). There were 45 
employers at the fair, who 
conducted 2,140 on-site in-
terviews with candidates 
and scheduled another 
1,145 interviews to be con-
ducted with applicants at a 
later time. 

Over 50 candidates were 
hired on the spot by com-
panies such as GameStop 
and the USTA Tennis Cen-
ter. Starbucks, Santander 
Bank, Fresh Direct and 
Sephora were among the 
companies which sched-
uled follow-up interviews 
with candidates.

“Fortunately, we were 
able to help some people get 
jobs on the spot during the 
fair,” Peralta said. “Every 
new job is a paycheck for our 
hardworking neighbors. As 
the economy is slowly im-
proving, our families need 
jobs to mitigate the prob-
lems they face every day to 
make ends meet. I am sure, 
based on past experiences, 
that more people will end 
up with a job as a result of 
follow-up interviews that 
were scheduled at the job 
fair and the contacts they 
were able to make with em-
ployers.”

According to the state 

Department of Labor, the 
unemployment rate as of 
May 2015 in Queens was 
5.2 percent compared to 6.4 
percent in May last year. 
The data also shows that 
61,000 Queens residents re-
mained unemployed, as of 
this May.

Elmhurst resident Zee-
na Nazneed, 31, who lives 
near LaGuardia Airport, 
has been unemployed for 
over a year and has had 
little luck in her attempt 
to find employment at the 
airport. “I want to apply at 
LaGuardia, but it’s tough 
to get a job because every-
thing is done online now, 
so it’s hard to sell yourself,” 
she said.

Besides speaking with 
five employers at the fair, 

Nazneed was able to get tips 
on improving her resumé 
and she placed her name on 
a list for realty classes. 

“This is a great oppor-
tunity.  They should do this 
more often,” she said.

Jamaica resident Rod-
ney Yacinthe, 25, has data-
entry experience but has 
not been able to find a job in 
almost a year. 

“I know how to adapt,” 
he said. “I know I can do 
any job as long as I get the 
proper training.”

Yacinthe had never been 
to a jobs fair before but 
gave it a shot after reading 
a friend’s Facebook post 
about the event. He came 
away with an appointment 
for an interview at the US 
Open.

Peralta noted that sev-
eral employers were look-
ing for Marines. That cre-
ated a perfect opportunity 
for Kalven Soto, a 21-year-
old Marine from Jackson 
Heights.

“My contract runs out 
next month, so I came here 
to find a job and network,” 
he said. “Everything 
caught my attention, ev-
erything is going well.”

Queens Center was 
hosting the job fair for the 
second straight year and 
its marketing manager, 
John Scatturo, noted it 
was a 50/50mix of employ-
ers from inside and outside 
the mall. 

“The mall loves this 
kind of stuff,” he said. “It 
fits perfectly into our ini-

tiative to be a good corpo-
rate neighbor. It also pro-
vides our merchants with 
the opportunity to inter-
view potential employees 
as they head into the busy 
retail season.”

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) visited some 
of the vendors. 

“It reminds me of the 
dating game. You have 1,000 
people and you’re matching 
employees with job seek-
ers,” she said. “It’s an op-
portunity for the business 
people, employers, job seek-
ers, government and the 
mall. Everyone has come 
together to find a match. 
Hopefully, there will be a 
lot of marriages.”

Council member Donovan Richards crosses Brookville Boulevard 
with a group of Rosedale children, one of three new crosswalks 
and traffics signals on the notoriously dangerous road.  

Courtesy of  Council member Richards

More than a thousand job seekers meet with potential employers 
at the Queens Center mall. Photo by Shanna Fuld

New safety measures
made to Snake Road

Mall job fair mobbed
Peralta event at Queens Center sees 50 hired on spot
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support for making Diwali 
a school holiday. 

“It is the holiday of 
lights.  We celebrate bring-
ing the light from within, 
spreading the light to oth-
ers through wisdom,” Arun 
Gossai, the spiritual leader 
for the Chinmaya Mission-
NY Chapter in Ozone Park, 
said. 

Almost 60 percent of 
New York’s Hindu popula-
tion lives in Queens,  ac-
cording to the 2010 Ameri-
can Community Survey. 
Buddhists, Sikhs (a pan-
theistic religion) and Jains 
(an ancient religion from 
India) also celebrate Diwali 
for historical and spiritual 
reasons. 

According to the Diwali 
Coalition of New York City, 
an estimated 25,000 devo-
tees celebrate Diwali at the 
Ganesh Temple in Flushing 
every year.

“I actually do believe 
that by making Diwali a 
school holiday we are go-
ing to teach children a les-
son about acceptance and 
tolerance that should be in 
our public school system,” 
Dromm said. 

“I remember when Rosh 
Hashanah came into the 
school and teachers ex-
plained what the Jewish 
holiday was about,” he said. 
“Just like now teachers will 
explain what Eid [the Mus-
lim holiday] is about and 
what Lunar New Year is 
about—just like we have 
Christmas celebrations in 
the schools, we should also 

have Diwali celebrations in 
the schools.

He added, “And just by 
doing that we teach that les-
son of tolerance and accep-
tance to our communities.” 

Dromm said the main 
argument is that there just 
are not enough days on 
the school calendar, but he 
contended it would not be 
difficult for the Board of 
Education to reconfigure 
the calendar to add another 
holiday. He pointed out that 
most of the holidays are 
based on lunar calendars 
and may not always fall on 
school days. For example, 
this year Eid-ul-Fitr is in 
July and falls on a week-
end, and he said it is very 
rare for all holidays to fall 
within the same school 
year. 

president and the mayor—
will do what is in the best 
interest of the library and 
furthers its educational 
purpose.”

Last week, Stringer re-
leased an audit during a 
news conference that re-
vealed that former Queens 
Library CEO Thomas Gal-
ante and Interim President 
Bridget Quinn-Carey spent 
more than $300,000 on 
prohibited items, such as 
alcohol, dinners, entertain-
ment and other personal 
expenses. 

Stringer referred the re-
sults of the audit and inves-
tigation to the IRS and law 
enforcement authorities. 
A spokesman for Stringer 
said the office could not 
disclose which law enforce-
ment authorities were in-
volved. 

The IRS declined to 
comment on its role in the 
investigation. 

Monica Klein, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s deputy press 
secretary, said Stringer’s 
audit highlighted previous 
challenges that the new 
board of trustees has ad-
dressed. 

“Mayor de Blasio’s ap-
pointment of three new 
board members reflects 
his pledge to provide the 
Queens Library with an 
effective and honest board 

that safeguards our li-
brary’s resources—and the 
new board members’ com-
mitment to transparency 
was made clear when they 
authorized and welcomed 
this audit,” Klein said in a 
statement. 

After an analysis of fis-
cal year 2012-2014 credit 
card purchases by Galante 
and Quinn-Carey, the in-
vestigation revealed that 
senior executives used 
their Queens Borough Pub-
lic Library credit cards for 
more than $310,000 in pro-
hibited expenses. 

Of the amount, Gal-
ante spent nearly $260,000. 
Quinn-Carey, who was the 
chief operating officer at 
the time, made purchases 
totaling $48,000, the audit 
said. 

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria), who 
co-authored a law with As-
semblyman Jeffrion Aubry 
(D-Corona) that regulates 
the activities at Queens Li-
brary, said he is proud of 
the law they introduced un-
der Katz’s leadership.

“The results of the audit 
are exactly the reason we 
changed the law: to allow 
that information to become 
known,” Gianaris said. “It 
raises serious questions 
about the administration of 
the library and I’m glad the 
comptroller saw fit to con-
duct the investigation.” 

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Glen-
dale) introduced a bill that 

would require conflict-of-
interest disclosures from 
officers of city-funded non-
profit organizations in light 
of the audit’s findings. 

“Now that we know more 
of the discrepancies com-
mitted by library execu-
tives, it’s important that go-
ing forward, we ensure this 
corruption is stopped be-
fore it can begin,” Crowley 
said. “We the public should 
be aware of all sources of 
income and benefits of each 
executive and close family 
member.”

In a statement provided 
by Galante’s lawyer, Joseph 
Martini, Galante said the 
library has been audited by 
city, state, federal and an-
nual independent auditors 
for many decades, includ-
ing more than 30 times dur-
ing his tenure.

He maintained he has 
not violated the law or been 
involved in any impropri-
eties and said Stringer nev-
er sought information from 
him during his audit.

“This city comptroller 
has made serious allega-
tions that should not be 
made by persons who have 
access to all of the facts, 
as the comptroller surely 
had,” Galante said. “There 
are factual errors and omis-
sions in the audit report.”

Galante said he could 
not comment further pub-
licly due to a confidential-
ity provision in his employ-
ment agreement with the 
library. 

Continued from Page 1 

Diwali

Continued from Page 1 

Audit
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*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY TOM MOMBERG

The number of students 
recommended by their 
teachers and administra-
tors for summer school in 
city public schools dropped 
to 6.2 percent of the total 
enrollment, leading to the 
lowest number of summer 
school students in at least 
five years.

The low percentage 
comes despite state stan-
dardized tests recommend-
ing 8.3 percent of city public 
school students attend sum-
mer school, according to 
city Department of Educa-
tion figures.

The portion of students 
required to attend summer 
school dropped from 7.4 per-
cent in 2014, and 10.1 per-
cent in 2013.

The city DOE attrib-
uted the decreased sum-
mer school enrollment to a 

spring 2014 revision to the 
agency’s promotion policy 
for students in grades three 

through eight.
The new policy asked ed-

ucators to measure whether 

or not students made suf-
ficient enough progress to 
move on to the next grade 

level by reviewing their 
work in the classroom, 
rather than what used to be 
solely based on state stan-
dardized test scores.

Councilman Dan-
ny Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), head of the Coun-
cil’s Education Committee, 
said he thinks the decreas-
ing number of students 
mandated to take summer 
school is a sign of a good 
policy revision. 

He said that because 
the state Education De-
partment recently dropped 
Pearson Publishing as the 
provider of its standard-
ized tests, there is no way 
to guarantee their accuracy 
as the sole measurement for  
determining whether a stu-
dent is ready to move on to 
the next grade. 

“I am glad we are start-
ing to look at students as 
individuals rather than 

just numbers,” Dromm said 
during a phone interview. 
“Why are we going to pun-
ish kids who are improving 
and doing the best they can 
on an individual level just 
because they don’t meet the 
standards of a flawed test?”

Critics of the policy 
change have questioned 
whether the drop in sum-
mer enrollment means stu-
dents are being passed with-
out meeting the standard 
needed to succeed in the 
next grade.

Kim Sweet, executive 
director of Advocates for 
Children of New York, a 
nonprofit advocacy group 
focusing on students who 
are from low-income fami-
lies or face discrimination 
in school, said struggling 
students could use the extra 
attention during summer.

About 6.2 percent of public schoolchildren were required to take summer school in 2015, down from 
almost 10 percent in 2013.

Summer school enrollment plummets in city
Fewer students required to take classes amid questions over accuracy of standardized tests
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sure it works. Unfortunate-
ly, he’s refused to fund the 
MTA’s capital plan—which 
means we can look forward 
to worse service and higher 
fares.”

The alliance invited 
Cuomo to ride with them in 
April and again at the end 
of the legislative session in 
June—a session that ended 
without addressing the 
MTA budget and its $14 bil-
lion deficit.

“We wanted him to see 
the crowded platforms, 
broken-down trains, long 
delays and poor communi-
cation we all deal with on 
a daily basis,” Sifuentes 
said. “Because Gov. Cuomo 
didn’t answer us, we decid-
ed to take him for a ride.” 

So they made a 6-foot 
tall cardboard Cuomo and 
they traveled to the Court 
Square station from Grand 
Central Terminal.

The group took photos 
with the governor’s like-
ness and posted them on 
Twitter and Facebook, hop-
ing it would go viral. Mean-

while, straphangers’ reac-
tion was mixed.

“Some of the riders 
were confused, some angry 
and many thought it was 
funny,” Riders Alliance 
Senior Organizer Rebecca 
Bailin said. “The problem 
is—and it’s a problem we’re 
addressing through events 
like this—is that riders 
who take public transit 
don’t know that it’s Gov. 
Cuomo and the state Legis-
lature who hold the key to 
improving the MTA. If peo-
ple knew that Gov. Cuomo 
was responsible and that he 
is currently ignoring the 
needs of transit riders, we 
think we’d have more pres-
sure on him to act.”

The governor did not 
comment.

Riders Alliance member 
Sam Santaella, a Corona 
resident who depends on 
the No. 7, wants the gover-
nor to act before there is 
another rate hike. 

“Paying $2.75 is already 
hard, I can’t imagine pay-
ing more,” he said. “I’m 
hoping this #RideCuo-
moRide tour underscores 
the importance of a better-
funded transit system. 

Continued from Page 1 

Alliance
sioner Kathryn Garcia, 
Rozic requested an inves-
tigation and immediate re-
moval of unsolicited com-
mercial ads posted across 
Fresh Meadows detailing 
sewer cleaning services. 

“The sewage infra-
structure in Fresh Mead-
ows is outdated and does 
not reflect the increase in 
neighborhood demand,” 
Rozic said. “The uptick 
in sewage cleanup ads on 
residential streets are not 
only illegal but also take 
advantage of a precarious 
situation that needs to be 
addressed by the city.”

Residents informed 
Rozic’s office of a sud-
den increase in ads being 
posted illegally on city 
streetlights and lampposts 
by Liberty Developer USA, 
Inc., a company in South 
Ozone Park.

The sticker ads listing 
a telephone number for a 
“24 hours sewer service” 
can be found in residential 
areas between 164th Street 
and 188th Street from the 

Long Island Expressway 
to Union Turnpike. 

Rozic said she has been 
working with the city De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection to mitigate 

the flooding crisis that 
causes homeowners to in-
vest in expensive repairs 
due to sewer overflows.

She also urged resi-
dents who spot the street 

ads in the neighborhood to 
call her district office af-
ter filing a complaint with 
a 311 call. 

Jim Gallagher, presi-
dent of the Fresh Meadows 
Homeowners Association, 
said residents were “total-
ly disgusted” by the ads.

He said he thinks mul-
tiple people were involved 
and that it took place at 
night. 

“It gives you an address 
of a two-family house in 
South Ozone Park, not too 
far from Aqueduct Race 
Track, so why is he coming 
all the way over here to ad-
vertise in that particular 
way?” Gallagher said. “It’s 
very hard for Sanitation to 
get them off because of the 
heavy glue that’s on the 
poster and when you take 
the glue off, off comes the 
paint. That’s no way of ad-
vertising.”

Liberty Developer hung 
up the phone when asked 
to comment. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Advertising

Fresh Meadows residents are up in arms about illegal ads post-
ed around the area by the South Ozone Park company.  

Photo courtesy of Jim Gallagher 
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