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KEEP YOUR COOL

The fountains around the famed Unisphere in Flushing Meadows Corona Park were suddenly a popular 
way to cool off in the midst of a four-day heat wave. Photo by Steve Vazquez

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Hollis-raised hip-hop busi-
ness magnate Russell Sim-
mons returned to Queens last 
week to join community lead-
ers and police officers at the 
annual Keep the Peace initia-
tive

The July 16 event, which 
took place at Count Basie 
Middle School 72 on Guy R. 
Brewer Boulevard in Jamaica, 
included a public group medi-
tation, basketball game and a 
motivational talk by Simmons 
to more than 200 community 
youth. 

The Keep the Peace ini-
tiative supports non-profit, 
community-based organiza-
tions and coalitions across the 
country that have developed 
unique and successful models 
for reducing violence in their 
neighborhoods. RushCard, a 
prepaid debit card company.  

Six grant recipients were 
chosen this year in New Or-
leans, Chicago, Baltimore, 
Cincinnati, Los Angeles and 
New York. Each organization 
received $25,000 to help sup-
port and expand peacekeeping 
efforts and create opportuni-
ties to empower young people 
in their communities. Keep 
the Peace is a program under 

BY BILL PARRY

The Long Island City Busi-
ness Improvement District an-
nounced its proposed expan-
sion plan this week that would 
create a new sub-district along 
Vernon Boulevard, Jackson 
Avenue and 44th Drive. 

Created in 2005 and man-
aged by the Long Island City 
Partnership, the LIC BID pres-
ently covers the Queens Plaza/
Court Square sub-district, 
encompassing Queens Plaza 
North and South - between 
21st Street and Jackson Ave-
nue/Northern Boulevard - and 
along Jackson Avenue to 45th 
Avenue.

Forming a new sub-district 
would allow services to be tai-
lored to the new area while 
benefitting from administra-
tive cost savings from joint 
activities, such as marketing, 
business services, increased 
sanitation, beautification and 
daily management.

“The economic and popula-
tion growth of Long Island City 
remains unparalleled by any 
other community in New York 
state,” Matted LIC store owner 
Donna Drimer said. “The LIC 
BID is absolutely essential 
to managing our neighbor-
hood’s continued growth and 
burgeoning infrastructure to 
the benefit of all - retail and 
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BY BILL PARRY

More than 1,200 airport 
workers for Delta subcontrac-
tor Aviation Safeguards were 
expected to launch a 24-hour 
strike beginning Wednesday 
night to protest what they 
contend is their employer’s  re-

peated, illegal threats. Airport 
security officers will join in 
the job action for the first time 
during the workers’ three-year 
campaign for higher wages, 
benefits, union representation 
and respect on the job.

The announcement came 
after a meeting Monday where 

the workers voted unanimous-
ly to authorize the strike and 
security officers gave Delta 
subcontractor Aviation Safe-
guards nearly a week’s notice 
in the interest of public safety, 
according to a statement from 
the Service Employees Inter-

Continued on Page 47
Three years of marches, protests, rallies and strikes by airport workers 
has them on the verge of joining a union. Photo by Bill Parry

Def Jam head 
makes peace 
a big priority 

Airport workers’ deal cancels strike

LIC BID proposes expansion
Public meetings will be held to discuss Hunters Point sub-district plan 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Starbucks will open its 
first branch in Jamaica dur-
ing the first half of 2016. 

The store will be located at 
89-02 Sutphin Blvd. across the 
street from the Queens Coun-
ty Civil Courthouse. The 
new branch will include an 
employment training facility 
and will hire between 20 and 
25 employees from the area. 

The store is part of the 
100,000 Opportunities Initia-
tive, a nationwide project in 
which Starbucks, along with 
more than a dozen other 
American corporations, have 
committed to hiring 100,000 
unemployed youth by 2018. By 
that time, Starbucks plans to 
open 15 stores in low-income 
neighborhoods across the 
country.

The store opening comes 
as Jamaica aggressively 
tries to attract new business 
to the area. Major brands 
such as NineWest, Raymour 
& Flanigan and Planet Fit-
ness already have locations 
downtown and Rhonda Bin-
da, the executive director at 
the Jamaica Center Business 
Improvement District, says 
more are on the way. 

“The Starbucks opening is 
part of a much larger trend. 

Jamaica is becoming a prime 
tourism and business desti-
nation. We have cultural of-
ferings, discount shopping, 
ethnic food, and two major 
hotels are on the way. Right 
now Jamaica is one of the 
best investments for any busi-
ness because our property 
is increasing in value due to 
constant development,” she 
said.

While Jamaica has been 
enjoying a revitalization over 
the past few years, the area’s 
unemployment rate remains 
stubbornly high at 9 percent, 
which is almost 3 percent 
above the city average, ac-
cording to a 2013 report from 
Safespace NYC, a Queens-
based non-profit. 

The community’s high 
unemployment rate was one 
of the determining factors for 
Starbucks’ decision to open in 
Jamaica.

“We consulted with local 
nonprofits and civic leaders… 
and looked at where there are 
local movements underway to 
rebuild communities in need 
and where business invest-
ment in terms of new jobs and 
training opportunities for 
young people are necessary,” 
a spokesman from Starbucks 
said in a statement. 
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BY BILL PARRY

The Queensbridge Houses 
in Long Island City will be the 
first of five public housing de-
velopments citywide that will 
receive free high-speed Inter-
net service under a $10-million 
pilot project, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio announced last week. 

The more than 7,500 resi-
dents of Queensbridge, the 
largest   campus in the nation, 
will get the wireless broad-
band access as part of Presi-
dent Obama’s ConnectHome 
initiative that brings together 
service providers, non-profits 
and the private sector.

Residents will also receive 
technical training, digital lit-
eracy programs and devices 
as part of a U.S. Dept. of Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
project. New York City is one 
of 27 cities which won HUD’s 
competition to participate in 
ConnectHome.

“President Obama has been 
a tireless leader for universal 
broadband,” de Blasio said. 
“Through ConnectHome, my 
administration will be able 
to deepen our private part-
nerships and leverage our 
public investment in univer-
sal, affordable broadband for 
hardworking New Yorkers 
who struggle to support their 
families and desperately need 
boadband.”

Data from the Center for 
Economic Opportunity found 
that 22 percent of New York 
City households do not have 
Internet service at home and 
that 36 percent of city house-
holds below the poverty line 
do not have Internet access at 
home. Recent data on smart-
phone use by the Pew Re-
search Center shows that one 
in five American adults rely 
on smartphones as their pri-
mary source for Internet ac-
cess. According to Pew, half 
of all people with no or limited 

home Internet have had to 
cancel or suspend their phone 
service because of financial 
constraints.

“No child should worry 
about whether or not she can 
finish her homework because 
her family can’t afford broad-
band at home,” said Maya 
Wiley, counsel to the mayor. 
“Every parent should be able 
to go online to see if their child 
has completed that homework, 
no matter the size of their 
paycheck. Getting high-speed 
Internet access to low-income 
New Yorkers is a game chang-
er for families and for the city 
that needs all our residents 
to be able to use 21st century 
technologies to improve their 
lives and to build their com-
munities.”

Recognizing these chal-
lenges, the administration 
earlier this year committed 
$70 million in capital invest-
ment over the next 10 years 
for free or low-cost wireless 
service for low-income com-
munities, officials say. These 
investments are part of the ad-
ministration’s aggressive ap-
proach expanding broadband 

access, which recognizes that 
high-speed Internet is no lon-
ger a luxury but a critical ser-
vice that must be affordable to 
all city residents.

The service will have 
speeds of 25 megabits per sec-
ond and residents who want 
higher speeds will have to pay 
for the upgrade. There will be 
no restrictions on what web-
sites residents can visit, offi-
cials say.

“This significant invest-
ment provides thousands of 
Queensbridge residents with 
free, high-speed broadband 
service that will enhance our 
children’s education, increas-
es access to job opportunities 
and gives a leg up to many 
families who are struggling to 
make ends meet,” Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), who represents Queens-
bridge Houses, said. “Through 
their leadership, the admin-
istration has given countless 
NYCHA residents the ability 
to harness an essential 21st 
century tool that has already 
begun uplifting and improv-
ing the lives of hardworking 
New Yorkers.”

Continued on Page 7

This Starbucks in the Atlas Mall is closed now, but the high-end coffee 
place is set to open its first shop in Jamaica. 

Queensbridge Houses will be the first public housing development in the 
city to receive free, high-speed broadband service in an effort to bridge 
the digital divide. Photo by Bill Parry

Starbucks will open 
fi rst Jamaica branch

NYCHA gets wired
Queensbridge to receive free high-speed broadband
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BY BILL PARRY

One of the smallest parks 
in the borough is about to get 
an expensive makeover. 

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
allocated almost $400,000 in 
capital discretionary fund-
ing to the historic One Room 
Schoolhouse Park in Jackson 
Heights.

Located at the corner of 
90th Street and Astoria Boule-
vard, the park first opened in 
1935 on the site of the city’s last 
one room schoolhouse, which 
was built in 1879. Over the de-
cades, the park developed into 
a sitting area that was popu-
lar among visitors of the local 
public library that was located 
across the street at the time. 

The park was later trans-
formed into a public garden 
named for Phil “Earthman” 
Saccone, the founder of the 
Jackson Heights Neighbor-
hood Association, following 
his death in 2007. Legendary 
former Parks Commissioner 

Henry Stern gave Saccone his 
“Earthman” moniker during 
his years of green space activ-
ism.

The upgrades at the park 
will include improvements to 
the sitting area and enhance-
ments to the community gar-
den space.

“Improving parks bring 
even greater improvements 
to the community that sur-
rounds them,” Constantinides 
said. “Upgrades at One Room 
Schoolhouse Park would not 
only preserve the park’s rich 
history, but would also pro-
vide a restored green space 
for the entire Jackson Heights 
community. Providing high-
quality recreational and lei-
sure resources to all residents 
of our district will make our 
neighborhood thrive, benefit 
our air quality and protect our 
environment.”

Those are issues that mean 
a lot to Constantinides, who 
was appointed chairman of 
the Council Environmental 
Protection Committee, a move 

that was approved unani-
mously by the full City Coun-
cil July 9.

For the neighborhood sur-
rounding One Room School-
house Park, the project is a 
much needed improvement.

“Community Board 3 has 
the least amount of park space 

citywide and our recreational 
and public areas are at a pre-
mium,” CB3 District Manager 
Giovanna Reid said. “The 
planned upgrades to this his-
toric park will for certain en-
hance the user’s experience. 
We look forward to these won-
derful improvements.”

Constantinides also allo-
cated funding to additional 
green spaces throughout the 
22nd Council District. As part 
of the participatory budgeting 
process, he allocated $500,000 
to build a dog run at Tribor-
ough Lot C under the RFK 
Bridge in Astoria.

He also secured $1.21 mil-
lion for improvements at the 
Hallets Cove Playground, with 
$1 million from Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz and $210,000 
from his discretionary fund-
ing. Constantinides also al-
located $350,000 to NYCHA 
Astoria Houses for upgrades 
to its basketball courts.

Meanwhile, the city Parks 
Department will conduct a 
community meeting to plan 
specific renovations at One 
Room Schoolhouse Park. It’s 
not clear when the renovation 
will begin.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

One of the smallest parks in the borough is about to get a $400,000 
makeover. Photo by Bill Parry

Big renovation for small park in Jackson Heights
Costa Constantinides allocates $400,000 for neighborhood with very little green space
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BY MADINA TOURE

Key Food and Stop & Shop 
are acquiring 11 Great Atlan-
tic & Pacific Tea Company 
grocery stores in Queens af-
ter A&P filed for bankruptcy. 

On Monday, A&P an-
nounced it had agreed to 
sell 120 stores for about $600 
million. The company said 
it secured financing of $100 
million  and voluntarily filed 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection. 

“While some stores will 
close in the near term, the 
vast majority will continue 
providing customers with the 
same high-quality products 
and exceptional customer 
service,” A&P said in a state-
ment.

A&P owns Pathmark and 
Waldbaum’s.

Ahold’s Stop & Shop Su-
permarket Co., which is tak-

ing over 25 A&P stores for 
$146 million, is acquiring the 
Pathmark stores at 134-40 
Springfield Blvd. in Jamaica, 
92-10 Atlantic Ave. in Ozone 
Park and 31-06 Farrington St. 
in Whitestone. 

Stop & Shop is also acquir-
ing the Waldbaum’s stores 
at 156-01 Cross Bay Blvd. in 
Howard Beach, 112-15 Beach 
Channel Drive in Belle Har-
bor and 213-15 26th Ave. in 
Bay Terrace.

Once the transaction is 
completed, Stop & Shop plans 
to convert the stores into 
Stop & Shop stores. The sale 
is expected to close within 
the second half of 2015. 

“We are happy to have 
the opportunity to expand 
our presence in greater New 
York and serve new custom-
ers,” Don Sussman, president 
of Stop & Shop’s New York 

BY TOM MOMBERG

The three members of 
Congress’ Quiet Skies Caucus 
from Queens are pushing for 
tougher aircraft noise controls 
amid growing concern over 
the health of residents living 
near major U.S. airports.

The Quiet Skies Caucus 
was created in 2014 to work to 
reduce the impact of aircraft 
noise in the urban communi-
ties they represent across the 
country. Its members sent rec-
ommendations for new noise 
mitigation strategies to the 
House Transportation Com-
mittee last week, ahead of the 
introduction of the Federal 
Aviation Administration Re-
authorization Act this Septem-
ber.

Members of the caucus, in-
cluding U.S. Reps. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), Steve Israel 

(D-Melville/Queens) and Joe 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights), 
said they have been increas-
ingly worried about the effect 
aircraft noise from John F. 
Kennedy and LaGuardia Air-
ports has had on their constit-
uencies.

“One of the things that is 
happening here, what my col-
leagues are beginning to re-
alize … and what I think the 
creation of this caucus says, is 
that aircraft noise is not just a 
regional issue, but a national 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The billionaire for-hire car 
service Uber came to an agree-
ment Wednesday under which 
the City Council will postpone 
a vote on capping the number 
of its drivers this year.

The startup company start-
ed a social media and adver-
tisement war against Mayor 
bill de Blasio and four Queens 
council members who strongly 
supported the measure known 
as the Uber cap bill. 

The agreement calls for 
Uberto provide the city with 
information and data for a 
study examining the environ-
mental impact of for-hire vehi-
cles, while Uber will maintain 
its current umber of  drivers 
by not adding additional li-
censes or vehicles in the city, 
according to City Council of-
ficials. 

The original Uber cap bill, 
pushed by de Blasio and spon-
sored by Council members 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest), 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills), Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side), Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria), among others, 

would limit Uber to about 200 
new drivers in 2015 until the 
completion of a traffic impact 
study. Uber supporters point-
ed out that new jobs would be 
in jeopardy with the limit on 

drivers. 
“Specifically, the city will 

move forward with a traffic 
study, to conclude at the end of 
November, to examine the im-
pact of Uber and the for-hire 

vehicle industry on traffic 
congestion on New York City 
streets. Uber will share in-
formation for the study above 
and beyond what has previ-
ously been provided, with 

safeguards to protect priva-
cy,” said First Deputy Mayor 
Anthony Shorris, who took 
over negotiations while the 
mayor was in Rome for a con-
ference. “Uber has also agreed 
to maintain its approximate 
current rate of growth and 
not flood the streets with new 
licenses and vehicles. The cap 
legislation currently before 
the City Council will be tabled 
throughout the traffic study 
process.”

Almost one third of Uber 
drivers, an estimated 8,000 out 
of 26,000, are from Queens, ac-
cording to Uber. Uber also es-
timates that 600,000 trips are 
clocked within Queens each 
month. 

Uber said that close to 98 
percent of New York City driv-
ers live in the outer boroughs 
or Manhattan north of Central 
Park. 

Before the agreement, an 
Uber spokeswoman said the 
company planned to create 
more than 4,000 job opportuni-
ties by the end of the year for 
Queens residents alone and 
the cap bill would take away 

The Quiet Skies Caucus of the U.S. Congress is calling for stricter guide-
lines on noise mitigation and on the environmental and health impacts 
of aircraft noise.

Uber is fighting City Hall's  proposed cap on the number of drivers, which could affect thousands of Uber jobs 
in Queens and the rest of the city. Photo by Bebeto Matthews/AP

City to postpone driver cap for Uber 
Queens Council members want mayor to play a role in reshaping for-hire vehicle industry

Members of Congress demand 
stricter aircraft noise controls

Grocery chains to take 
11 A&P stores in boro 

Continued on Page 35

Continued on Page 20 Continued on Page 35
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
The Hindu community is 

calling on the Port Authority 
to create a designated prayer 
room at JFK Airport in re-
sponse to the airport’s large 
number of Hindu employees 
and passengers. 

 Rajan Zed, president of the 
Universal Society of Hinduism 
in Nevada, is urging PA Board 
Chairman John Degnan and 
Executive Director Patrick 
Foye, along with Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and Gov. Chris Chris-
tie, to consider establishing a 
prayer room called a Hindu 
mandir at the airport.

The PA could not be reached 
for comment. 

The proposed prayer room 
would consist of murtis, or 
statues, of popular deities; 
copies of sacred scriptures; a 
traditional bell and recorded 
devotional music, Zed said. 
Daily sessions would be also 
held in the room.

The airport already has 
the Our Lady of the Skies Ro-
man Catholic Chapel, Christ 
for the World Protestant Cha-
pel, International Synagogue 
and the International Islamic 
Center. 

“As a lot of Hindu passen-
gers daily use JFK Airport 
and many Hindu employees 
work for various agencies and 
businesses there, it would be 

nice if they had a quiet facil-
ity at the airport where they 
could pray/meditate/worship 
and perform religious servic-
es,” Zed said in a statement. 

The effort to bring a prayer 
room to the airport started 
eight years ago, according to 
Dr. Uma Mysorekar, president 
of Hindu Temple Society of 
North America in Flushing. 

“There are thousands of 
Hindus who travel to JFK day 

in and day out and the Hindus 
are very religious people and 
we believe in praying before 
we leave and when we come 
back,” Mysorekar said. 

Activists previously 
reached out to former City 
Comptroller John Liu, she 
said. 

Narain Kataria, president 
of the Indian American Intel-
lectual Forum in Elmhurst, 

BY BILL PARRY

A brand new 90-room hotel 
opened in Corona Friday just 
a short walk from Citi Field, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park and the USTA Tennis 

Center, home of the US Open.
The Best Western Plus La-

Guardia Airport Hotel over-
looks the No. 7 subway line on 
Roosevelt Avenue and 112th 
Street.

“It’s just one block from the 

111th Street subway station 
and it’s very close to the Grand 
Central Parkway for easy ac-
cess to both LaGuardia and 
Kennedy airports,” manager 
Anup Chauhan said. “We run a 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
The head of the 105th 

Precinct, Inspector Michael 
Coyle, spoke with church and 
community leaders at Bethel 
Ministries Church on Jamai-
ca Avenue last week, address-
ing the upcoming changes at 
the precinct. 

Coyle, promoted recently 
from deputy inspector, said 
the precinct recently re-
ceived 18 additional police of-
ficers who will undergo new 
training. Coyle has also tak-
en additional training since 
the announcement of the new 
NYPD action plan.

The plan, known as One 
City: Safe and Fair Every-
where, was initiated after 
the death of Eric Garner, who 
died during a police choke-
hold July 17, 2014 in Staten Is-
land. Protests and riots over 
police-community relations 
followed, as they did after 
similar incidents across the 
nation in which white police 
officers killed black men.

“You have to let commu-
nity and civic leaders know 
that they are part of your 
community—that has been 
part of my philosophy during 
my career and is one of the 
reasons why I have been so 
successful. In part I owe that 
success to the communities 
I have worked with,” Coyle 
said. 

Coyle said the current 
field training is dramatically 
different from what officers 
were taught just a couple of 
years ago. 

At the 105th Precinct, 18 
police officers will be as-
signed to a mentorship pro-
gram with veteran officers 
for day, night and overnight 
shifts. The foot posts will in-
clude commercial districts 
and religious institutions to 
allow officers to build a rela-

tionship with different parts 
of the community. The new 
officers will be assigned to 
their platoons after they have 
completed their mentorship 
training. This represents a 
major change from “the old 
standard, where an officer 
is put into an area that’s rife 
with crime and and it was en-
forcement, enforcement, en-
forcement,” Coyle said.  

Coyle, who took the train-
ing alongside NYPD Chief 
James O’Neil as part of the 
action plan to retrain at least 
20,000 officers said the three-
day training focused on com-
munity and prevention of a 
situation turning into a vio-
lent incident.  

“The first two days are 
about community and po-
lice and the third day is the 
physical day where they offer 
team takedowns rather than 
the use of chokeholds and 
they focus on de-escalating 
a situation,” Coyle said. “The 
training is excellent. It is go-
ing to change the way we do 
business.”

For the 105th Precinct, 
where Detective Brian Moore 
was shot in Queens Village, 
there is a new outlook on the 
community since Moore’s 
death. 

“The cops did not know 
how many community mem-
bers were on their side until 
Detective Moore’s murder. 
The memorial we had in 
front of the precinct, in my 22 
years I have never seen any-
thing like that,” Coyle said.  

He said it would have been 
easy for officers to lump ev-
eryone together with Dem-
etrius Blackwell, the accused 
gunman in the death of \
Moore, but they saw the real 
community when the people 
showed up to give them sup-
port.

A dazzling lobby awaits visitors to the brand new Best Western Plus LaGuardia Airport Hotel in Corona. 
Photo by Bill Parry

The 105th Precinct is getting 18 new police officers, who will take part 
in the NYPD's latest mentorship training program.

The Hindu community is asking the Port Authority to create a prayer 
room at JFK Airport. 

105th Pct. assigned 
18 offi cers for patrol

Corona gets brand new hotel

Prayer space sought 
Hindu activists want room at JFK for employees, passengers

Continued on Page 35

Continued on Page 47
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BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Police were investigating the sus-
picious death over the weekend of a 
94-year-old Queens Village woman, 
who lived with her son.

Jane Wiklowski, known as Jenny, 
had lived in the house on Musket Street 
since the houses there were built in 
1955, neighbors said.

A call from Wiklowski’s son, Ken-
neth, a former chemistry professor at 
Hofstra University, according to the 
school’s web site, first brought the Fire 
Department at around 6 p.m. Saturday 
night.  Police arrived shortly after, 
apparently responding to a call from 
medics after they entered the house. 
Neighbors reported that crime scene 
technicians and detectives soon de-
scended on the home, canvassing the 
block for people who knew the woman 
and her son and photographing the in-
terior of the house.

Officials declined to give details 
about what was discovered in the 
house. A spokesman said they were 
waiting for the medical examiner to 
determine a cause of death before re-
leasing any information.

Neighbors said the son, who lived 
with his mother, was driven away in 
the back of a police car but was not 
handcuffed. Police reported no arrests 
in the case. 

The son, a professor at Hofstra 
from 2000-2008, according to a school 
spokesman, is an accomplished in-
organic chemist, a graduate of John 
Hopkins University in Baltimore, with 
more than a dozen scholarly papers to 
his name. 

More than 18 hours after the inci-
dent, a police officer was stationed out-
side the home to prevent anyone from 
going inside. 

Jenny Wiklowski, the widow of a 
former NYPD mounted cop, had been 
in poor health lately and was confined 
to a wheelchair, neighbors said. She 
rarely left the house, they said, and the 
son was not well known on the block.

“I’ve lived here 25 years and talk-
ed to him maybe three times,” said a 
neighbor who asked not to be identi-
fied.

Jenny had two older children as 
well, according to neighbors. But both 
died a number of years ago, they said.

Some residents welcomed the new 
Starbucks, and a renewed focus on 
business development, with guarded 
optimism.

“These types of projects are good 
as long as they don’t displace the ex-
isting communities and populations. 
It’s crucial that Starbucks engages the 
community and takes their needs into 
consideration,” said a woman who only 

gave her name as Ms. Prince, and who 
has lived in the area for over 40 years. 

Richard Mack, an employee at the 
Long Island Rail Road who lives and 
works in the area, hoped that the new 
Starbucks signaled an increased in-
vestment in the area.

“Any time you have urban devel-
opment, it’s a good thing. The only 
downside is when new businesses—es-
pecially big ones that can afford high 
rents—displace locals and inadver-
tently drive rents up,” Mack said.

Starbucks
Continued from Page 2

Death of Queens Village 
woman raises questions

Cops are investigating the suspicious death of an elderly woman who had lived in this 
Queens Village home for 60 years.  Photo by Michael Shain
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BY BILL PARRY

The sign above the en-
trance to the offices of Urban 
Upbound says “Need a job?” 
It’s a question the non-profit 
organization has been asking 
residents of the Astoria Hous-
es for more than a decade as 
it provides residents of public 
housing with the tools and 
resources needed to achieve 
economic mobility and self 
sufficiency, and to break the 
cycle of poverty.

It was at the Astoria Hous-
es, where 47 percent of the 
residents are unemployed 
or underemployed, that offi-
cials from the New York City 
Housing Authority and Citi 
Community Development 
announced the launch of 
“Doorways to Opportunity” 
July 16. It is a $1.4-million 
multi-partner initiative that 
will provide NYCHA resi-
dents with access to employ-
ment training, jobs, financial 
counseling, tax preparation 
services and business devel-
opment support.

Bishop Mitchell Taylor, 
the co-founder of Urban Up-
bound, used the event to 
launch its own game-chang-
ing “worker cooperatives,” 
where employees will have 
to  option to buy shares and 
become owners of the compa-
nies they work for. The first 
of these worker-owned busi-

nesses is On Point Security.
“We’re operating a new 

paradigm for breaking the 
cycle of poverty,” Taylor said. 
“We’re going to break the 
cycle of poverty from the in-
side, from the ground up, and 
if it works here in New York 
City, it will work around the 
country.”

On Point Security has 
hired and begun training 
nearly 40 residents of Astoria 
Houses. Urban Upbound will 
own the business for one year 
and then hand over control of 
the firm to the employees.

“At that point they’ll (each) 
have a share, a percentage of 
the company,” On Point Secu-
rity General Manager Fritz 
Vincent said. “Now they’ll 
own something and they’ll 
have a say in how the busi-
ness is going to be run and 
have a say in how their wages 
are going to look. A lot of the 
time workers never get to see 
what goes on behind the cur-
tain. This allows them to see 
and know how a business is 
run, and make some really 
educated decisions on how to 
run it.”

On Point Security will 
train guards to provide secu-
rity for buildings, nightclubs 
and special events with an 
eye on the future of Hallets 
peninsula, where the mas-
sive Hallets Point residential 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

As downtown Jamaica de-
velopment projects increase 
so do opportunities. 

To help minority- and wom-
en-owned businesses capital-
ize on those opportunities, the 
Greater Jamaica Development 
Corporation put on a contrac-
tor networking fair last Fri-
day at the First Presbyterian 
Church at 164th Street, bring-
ing those businesses together 
with major developers who 
have current and future proj-
ects in downtown Jamaica.

There are currently eight 
development projects in Ja-
maica which have either be-
gun construction or are soon 
to begin construction. Some 
of the major projects are the 
Crossing at Jamaica Station 
mixed-use building, the Hil-
ton Garden Inn hotel project 
and the Norman Towers af-
fordable housing project. 

“We had a discussion to try 
to get local contractors jobs 
that are coming to the area,” 

said Mark Nieves, Greater 
Jamaica Development Corpo-
ration director of capital proj-
ects. “It is important to con-
nect local contractors with 
these opportunities.”

The Bluestone Organiza-
tion and BRP Companies, de-
velopers with projects in the 
area, presented their plans 
and outlined the kind of qual-
ifications they would need 
from contractors. Both de-
velopment firms had applica-
tions available for attendees. 

The NYC Economic Devel-
opment Corp. and the Minor-
ity Business Development 
Agency, a federal agency, also 
gave presentations on certi-
fication and programs to be-
come licensed through a city 
program or federal program.    

“It was informative and in-
clusive to know that Jamaica 
business resources exists,” 
Raleigh Hall, the owner of 
the 50-year-old family-run 
contractor business RS Con-
sultworX on Rockaway Boule-
vard, said. “The network fair 

prepared me to heighten my 
community involvement over 
the coming months.” 

Hall said he learned he 
was not prepared for some of 
the major projects but now 
has time to make changes as 
needed. 

“The fair is an opportu-
nity to work with our local 
contractors and improve ser-
vices. There are many chal-
lenges when we speak about 
development and our task is 
to ensure that the community 
is engaged and able to par-
ticipate in this process,” said 
Councilman I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St.Albans), who co-spon-
sored the event with GJDC. 
“This is how we provide prod-
ucts that reflect the needs of 
southeast Queens in terms of 
economic development and 
opportunity. This fair is a 
step to achieve that goal.”

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Bishop Mitchell Taylor (r.) unveils plans for Urban Upbound's first 
"worker cooperative" to help break the cycle of poverty at the Astoria 
Houses. Photo by Bill Parry

The Greater Jamaica Development Corp. held a fair at the First Presbyterian Church in Jamaica to at-
tract contractors to the growing number of future development projects in downtown Jamaica. 

Photo by Walter Karling

Jamaica on a roll
Developers showcase projects for local contractors

Astoria Houses gets
a worker cooperative

Continued on Page 47
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POLICE 

Blotter
WHITESTONE—A Whitestone man 
was charged in a Long Island Ex-
pressway DWI crash early Wednes-
day morning, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown.

Salvatore Ferrara, 34, of 160th 
Street, was charged with reckless en-
dangerment, operating a motor vehi-
cle while under the influence of drugs 
or alcohol  and a violation of vehicle 
traffic laws, according to Brown.

Some time between 2:30 a.m. and 4 
a.m., Ferrera, in a blue 2009 Mercedes 
Benz, was driving the wrong way onto 
the Long Island Expressway when he 
collided head-on with the truck of 

Daniel Santiago, a city Department of 
Sanitation employee, who was on the 
Greenpoint Avenue exit ramp, Brown 
said. 

Police allegedly observed Fer-
rara standing near his totaled car 
with bloodshot watery eyes, slurred 
speech, unsteady on his feet, Brown 
added.

Ferrara allegedly told police that 
had a couple of beers between 5 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. and that he took two bumps 
of cocaine, Brown said. 

If convicted, Ferrara faces up to 
seven years in prison. 

FLUSHING—Police were looking for a 
suspect behind burglaries in the 109th 
Precinct area in June and July.

Police described the suspect as a 
black man who was last seen wearing 
a white bucket hat, a backpack and a 
gray jogging suit. 

On July 2 between 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m., the suspect entered a residence 
on 25th Avenue through a rear window 
and stole two gold rings and a pair of 
earrings, according to the police.

Just a day earlier, between 1:30 

p.m. and 4 p.m., the suspect entered a 
residence on 28th Avenue and stole an 
unknown amount of property, police 
said.

On June 25, between 3 p.m. and 10 
p.m., the suspect tried to enter a resi-
dence on 154th Street through a rear 
window but fled after being unable 
to enter and went into a residence on 
158th Street June 16 between 9 a.m. 
and 1 p.m., officials said.

The investigation was ongoing, ac-
cording to a police spokesman.

FLUSHING—An off-duty firefighter 
was arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated in the 109th Pre-
cinct area, the NYPD said. 

On Wednesday at about 9:18 a.m., 
Richard Suchite, 27, was arrested 
and charged with a first offense of 

 operating a motor vehicle with a blood 
 alcohol content level of .08 and a first 
offense DWI, according to the police. 

A police spokesman said there are 
no other details about the incident 
yet.

Off-duty firefighter arrested on DWI charge

NYPD seeks suspect in Flushing burglaries

Whitestone man charged with DWI in crash

GARCIA
MALIGNAGGIVE

RS
US

plus

JACOBS vs. MORA

SATURDAY      AUG 1
Tickets on sale now!

Ticketmaster.com  �  800.745.3000

Live at

GOT TIPS?
Call Crime Stoppers at

 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), 
text 274637 (CRIMES) and enter TIP577

 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 24–30, 2015 11  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:

PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. FEDERBUSCH, DPM
Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics

65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

SATURDAY HOURS HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

718-366-FEET / 718-366-3338
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

PUBLIC MEETING #1

Hunters Point Plaza, 47-40 21st Street

PUBLIC MEETING #2

 New York Irish Center, 10-40 Jackson Avenue

:*
www.licpartnership.org/expansionsurvey

*Survey is for property owners, businesses, and residents in the designated map area

Contact:

LEARN ABOUT THE PROPOSED 
LONG ISLAND CITY BUSINESS 

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT EXPANSION
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It’s time for full disclosure: Donald Trump is a 
son of Queens. The scion of a second-generation Ger-
man and an immigrant mother from Scotland, the 
Donald grew up in Jamaica Estates in what would 
eventually become known as the World’s Borough.

Back in 1950, four years after Trump was born in 
Woodhaven, Queens was 97 percent white, accord-
ing to Census data, and most foreign-born residents 
were from Europe.

Even though Trump was in his 20s when the tsu-
nami of immigration swept Queens, he presumably 
had rubbed shoulders with enough people from other 
cultures to have some appreciation for the diversity 
that would ultimately define his home county.

After all, his first wife was from Czechoslova-
kia and his third is from Slovenia, so he has dared 
to reach outside the United States for matrimonial 
partners with the last try an apparent charm.

In short, America’s most outrageous developer 
with respectable Queens roots was raised by one im-
migrant and married two others.

Despite the foreign DNA pulsing through his veins 
and those of his children, he has emerged as a shrill 
anti-immigrant candidate for president with visions 
of making the White House Trump Tower One.

Mr. Trump, with his Queens birthright buried 
deep on his resumé, is on a tear to root out illegal 
newcomers to this country—at least those who don’t 
trace their ancestry to white Europe.

As the GOP front-runner, our man from Jamaica 
Estates has set his sights on Mexican immigrants, 
calling them “drug dealers and rapists.” There are 
relatively few Mexicans in Queens, who shouldn’t be 
a threat to the Donald, but the notorious El Chapo 
Mexican drug lord, who just broke out of jail, has put 
a $100 million bounty on Trump’s head.

The developer has incensed lawmakers across the 
political spectrum with his attacks on immigrants 
and Sen. John McCain, who has failed to live up to 
the flamboyant candidate’s idea of a war hero.

But you’ve got to give our Queens boy credit:  In a 
deeply polarized country, he has united Republicans 
and Democrats in their distaste for his campaign 
tactics. He may have a future in politics, after all.

As for Queens, few are claiming Trump as one of 
our own. Councilman Eric Ulrich, the borough’s sole 
Republican lawmaker, has urged Jamaica Hospital to 
take down the Trump name from its pavilion.

The truth is Queens has moved beyond Trump’s 
narrow circle. The richness of the borough is in its 
diversity, and however much he may want to flaunt 
his trash and flash, Trump is an embarrassment to 
all Queens residents regardless of immigrant status.

DONALD VS. DIVERSITY

The removal of the Confeder-
ate flag from the South Carolina 
Capitol is a positive step against 
racism, despite the fact that it 
was removed because of public 
pressure and shame rather than 
the desire of many Southerners 
who still waxed nostalgic over it. 
It was a symbol of an ignomini-
ous period in American history. 
Its sight for enlightened whites 
and especially blacks was a re-
minder of a harsh period which 
is best forgotten. It is to be placed 
in a museum as an historic relic, 
which should have occurred 

when the Civil War ended.
Wishing to commemorate 

the Confederate flag as part of 
the South’s heritage boggles the 
mind, inasmuch as commemo-
rations are usually reserved as 
remembrances of great deeds. 
That the flag remained as a 
symbol of the Confederacy for 
the 150 years since the Civil 
War strongly suggests that rac-
ism still remains alive and well. 
One would have thought that fol-
lowing the war’s end the ensu-
ing generations of Southerners 
would have phased out its racist 

past—unfortunately, this was 
not to be. Segregatation and Jim 
Crow continued, and it took the 
Civil Rights Act in the 1960s to 
end it. The Civil Rights Act re-
sulted in the abandonment of the 
Democratic South to the Republi-
can Party, which persists to this 
day, another indication that de-
spite some gains racism is still, 
as stated, alive and well. In this 
day and age, it should no longer 
be a topic of conversation.

Joe Brooks
Whitestone

Taking a positive step against racism
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We saw his star at its rising 
in the Middle East, and today 
we remember the excellence 
of his artistic performances 
in such memorable films as  
“Lawrence of Arabia” (1962), 
“Doctor Zhivago” (1965) and 
my favorite, “Funny Girl” 
(1968): Omar Sharif (1932-
2015).

Omar Sharif was born 
Michel Demitri Chalhoub in 
Alexandria, Egypt as a Mel-
kite Greek Catholic of Leba-
nese  descent (later he became 
a Muslim convert through 
marriage), and graduated 
from Cairo University with 
a degree in mathematics and 

physics. Sharif—a linguist 
who spoke Arabic, English, 
Greek, Italian, French, and 
Spanish—studied acting at 
the Royal Academy of Dra-
matic Art in London and was 
the recipient of three Golden 
Globe Awards and the Cesar 
Award (France).

But the role of Sharif’s that 
I enjoyed the most was that of 
the gambler Nicky Arnstein, 
Fanny Brice’s (Barbra Stre-
isand) amour in “Funny Girl.” 
At the end of the film, Sharif’s 
character said he “thought” a 
lot when incarcerated about 
his past and future with Fan-
ny, while Fanny “felt” a lot. 

His demeanor spoke a thou-
sand words in the denouement 
accompanied by the final mu-
sical scene of Streisand’s ren-
dition of “My Man” (Maurice 
Yvain and Channing Pollock): 
“Oh, my man I love him so, 
he’ll never know. . . For what-
ever my man is I am his for-
ever more!”

Only one man could have 
portrayed that role to perfec-
tion. Only one actress could 
have sung that song to that 
one man. Rest in peace, Omar 
Sharif.

Joseph N. Manago
Flushing

Omar Sharif’s legacy of excellence

READERS WRITE

I really appreciate the very 
creative idea the Riders Alli-
ance had for focusing atten-
tion on the insufficient service 
provided to 7 train customers 
like myself. They took the 
governor—or a life-size card-
board cutout of him since he 
wouldn’t show up—for a ride 
on the 7 train. It was appropri-
ate because the MTA has been 
taking 7 train customers for a 
ride without bothering to show 
up for quite a while.

No. 7 train service is insuf-
ficient because it breaks down 
far too often, has frequent long 
delays, and is at or above ca-
pacity routinely during peak 
usage hours, even as we add 
thousands of housing units in 
Long Island City destined to 
further burden this already 
overburdened line. Operating 
a complicated and important 
transit system like the MTA 
means the occasional—but 
should mean only the very 
occasional—delay or total un-
availability of service. On the 
7 line it means far more and 
worse than that. It has become 
all too frustrating, unreliable 
and time consuming.

I catch the 7 at the Vernon-

Jackson stop. Because there 
is no reasonable alternative 
subway anywhere close by, 
it’s very expensive to buy a 
monthly pass on the 7 train 
when work responsibilities of-
ten demand I pay for alternate 
transportation after I’ve paid 
for my MTA card and gotten 
to the station. Other times the 
common breakdowns and de-
lays just result in unplanned 

doubling, tripling or quadru-
pling of my travel time.

So my thanks to the Riders 
Alliance and our Councilman, 
Jimmy Van Bramer, who have 
been waging the fight for rea-
sonable service and a strategy 
to solve our transit problems. 
I’m glad they’re fighting for 
me.

Jeff Foreman
Long Island City

I belong to several save-
the-animal organizations. 
I have to admit that when I 
first read about the street ac-
cidents occurring to horses 
and carriages in Manhattan 
with manhole electrocution 
and carriage collisions, I felt 
that a time for change had 
come.

Compromise is needed! 
Limit the carriage trade to 
Central Park. A safe path can 
be made for this iconic part of 
our history, from the 1700s to 
the 20th century.

Judith Smith
Whitestone

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

CORRECTION
In “Residents criticize illegal ads,” in the July 17 issue, we incorrectly referred to state Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows) as City Concilwoman Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows). 

The cardboard cutout of 
“Governor Mario And His 
Entourage Wait For The 7 
Train” and accompanying 
article “Faux Cuomo rides 
the rails to protest 7 track 
conditions” (July 17) both 
clearly illustrated the lack of 
state financial commitment 
to public transportation.

In the critical area of 
public transportation, both 
Cuomo and the State Legis-
lature failed to provide any 
significant new funding 
to bridge the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s 
$14.1 billion shortfall in the 
proposed Five Year 2015-2019 
$32 billion capital plan.

This will result in the 
MTA and its various operat-
ing agencies, including New 
York City Transit bus and 
subway, MTA bus, Long Is-
land Rail Road, Metro North 
Rail Road and Capital Con-
struction, having to make 
some additional difficult 
decisions in deciding how to 
prioritize the expenditures of 
limited resources. This will 
trigger consideration for de-
ferral of many critical capital 
improvement projects into 

the next 2020-2024 Five Year 
Capital Program.

Cuomo previously stated 
that the proposed $32 billion 
Five Year Capital Plan was 
bloated by billions, To this 
day, Cuomo has never identi-
fied which projects and pro-
grams are “bloated” and that 
he would support being cut, 
including those which would 
benefit commuters.

It is difficult for the MTA 
and its various operating 
agencies to maintain a state 
of good repair for all rail cars, 
support equipment, stations, 
fare collection equipment, 
track, signals, power, yards, 
shops, safety and security etc 
without adequate funding. 
Any additional new stations, 
fleet expansion, yard and 
shops and pocket tracks nec-
essary to provide new service 
may also have to be reduced 
or postponed.

Riders can look forward to 
additional service delays and 
more fare increases beyond 
the next scheduled for 2017.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Limit the carriages

Cutout Cuomo symbolizes subway snafus 

A cutout of Governor Cuomo placed in a subway turnstile. 
Photo courtey of Riders Alliance 
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.Looking for a great date-
night movie? Run, do not walk, 
from “The Stanford Prison Ex-
periment.”

But if you want to see some-
thing that could change your 
whole view about good guys 
and bad guys, get a ticket.

I attended a screening at 
the Fortune Academy in Har-
lem, a stately building housing 
about 100 men and women who 
have served time. The acad-
emy gives its residents a help-
ing hand as they re-enter the 
world, sometimes decades ago.

The movie recreates one of 
the most infamous psychologi-
cal experiments in history. It 
was conducted by Philip Zim-
bardo, a Bronx-born Stanford 
professor of psychology, who 
in 1971 recruited 24 middle-
class young men from Palo 

Alto, Calif., to live in a mock 
prison for two weeks.

The group was randomly di-
vided into “guards” and “pris-
oners.” The “prisoners” were 
then arrested by real Palo Alto 
police who’d agreed to play 
along, and taken to the jail—
actually the basement of the 
Stanford psych department. 
There they were fingerprint-
ed, blindfolded, and sprayed 
with “de-lousing” compound 
(actually deodorant).

They were then issued 
smocks that looked like dress-
es and serial numbers. For 
their part, the “guards” were 
given nightsticks and reflec-
tive aviator glasses. 

The idea was to dehuman-
ize both groups. Boy did it 
work.

The movie, starring  Billy 
Crudup  as Zimbardo and based 
on videos and transcripts of the 
experiment, shows the guards 
experimenting with their pow-
er: “You will call us sir.” 

“Yes, sir.” 
“No, call us ‘Mr. Correc-

tional Officer, sir,’” insists one 
guard, twirling his nightstick 
menacingly.

In very short order, the 
guards start insisting on more 
and more abasement: “I don’t 
like the way you said ‘Sir.’ 
Give me 20 push-ups. Say it 
again. No, I still don’t like it. 
Give me 40 push-ups and 40 
jumping jacks. I don’t appreci-
ate your attitude. I’m going to 
have the other prisoners sit on 
your back while you do your 
pushups. What? You can’t do 
it? Into the hole.”

“The Hole”—actually an 
unlit closet—served as soli-
tary confinement. Again and 
again the guards started lock-
ing “prisoners” there if they 
spoke back, or even if they 
didn’t finish their breakfast. 
And watching all this unfold, 
unseen behind a wall, Zim-
bardo did nothing to stop the 
budding tyrants. Not when 
they marched the prisoners 
around with bags over their 
heads. Not when they forced 
the prisoners to use a pail in 
the hallway as their toilet. Not 
when the guards were making 
the men bend over and simu-
late raping each other.

And there he was at the 
Fortune Academy last week, 

at this strange special screen-
ing.

When the lights went on, 
the audience was introduced 
to the surprisingly young-
looking Zimbardo, now 82, and 
immediately, their hands went 
up:

“I was in prison practically 
all my life and I never had any 
discussion with a guard,” said 
one man, disputing the film’s 
verisimilitude. “You can’t ‘cre-
ate’ a prison.”

Zimbardo agreed: This was 
not reality. His intent was to 
show how even good people 
can become heartless in a 
heartless system.

“I read that your study has 
been criticized,” said another 
man. “That the guards were 
actually told to be cruel.”

This criticism isn’t new 
to the doctor, who insists he 
told the guards only to “be” 
guards—leaving the interpre-
tation up to them. 

Zimbardo actually ended up 
cutting the experiment short 
after his girlfriend showed up 
on day six and was appalled. It 
was only then, Zimbardo told 
the Fortune Academy crowd, 

that he realized he had got-
ten too into his own “role” as 
prison superintendent.

“I thought it was a brilliant 
movie,” said Mauer Hernan-
dez, sitting quietly as the audi-
ence drifted out. Gray-haired 
and bi-focaled, he’d served 10 
years for drug distribution. 
Not all the guards he encoun-
tered were cruel, he said, “But 
you have a lot of them that 
kind of grab that stick. It’s like 
they come from their house to 
ruin your day.” 

For instance, he said: If a 
prisoner being released after 
30 years bequeaths to a fellow 
inmate something as simple as 
a pen, “the guards take it away 
from you. That pen—it’s the 
closest thing to being back on 
the outside, free. But they say, 
‘You’re not supposed to have 
it.’” They take it— and hope —
away.

Watching the movie made 
Hernandez’s legs twitch. He 
had to force himself to stay. 
If we all do the same, maybe 
we, too, will be able to resist 
the urge to dehumanize if life 
randomly bequeaths us that 
power. 

COLUMNS

At the Queens Civic Con-
gress, Inc. general meeting 
in the Union Nursing Home 
June 16, it agreed to help spon-
sor a forum July 29 to discuss 
the Small Business Survival 
Act. This act was introduced 
in the City Council in June 
2014. The act is stalled in the 
Committee on Small Busi-
ness without the support of 
the speaker or the mayor.

A presentation was made by 
Steven M. Barrison and Steve 
Null from TakeBackNYC. Sev-
eral years ago, when large box 
stores were looking to obtain 
zoning changes so they could 
build big box stores in Queens, 
Barrison enlisted the help of 

the QCC to stop this proposal. 
The QCC realized its member 
civic associations had busi-
ness strips running through 
them or near them and that 
the small mom-and-pop stores 
in these local businesses 
would be forced out of busi-
ness by these big stores. Work-
ing with the Korean Ameri-
can Small Business Service 
Center of New York, Inc., the 
Queens Civic Congress helped 
preserve our small local busi-
nesses.

Barrison explained that the 
Small Business Survival Act 
seeks to protect our local busi-
nesses, preserve the character 
of our neighborhoods and en-
sure that everyone has access 
to economic mobility.  It seems 
that 50 percent of New Yorkers 
work at a small business, but 
each month about 1,000 of these 
businesses are forced to close, 
mostly because of ridiculously 
high rents. Rents can be from 
$30,000 to $60,000, with stores 

warehoused until the owners 
get their high rents.

Hard hit by this real es-
tate speculation and greed 
are working families from 
the immigrant and minor-
ity communities, who run 
these businesses or have to 
buy food at a higher price be-
cause the rents the shopkeep-
ers have to pay are so high. 
When businesses close, the 
workers lose their jobs and 
their income. In Manhattan, 
even franchise stores and 
banks are closing due to the 
high rents. While some say it 
is high fines which cause the 
problem, Barrison and Null 
say it is the high rents. Some 
say there is a real estate bub-
ble because of this.

The solution to this prob-
lem seems to be to give small 
businesses rights. It is felt 
that the Small Business Jobs 
Survival Act is the solution. 
It would give tenants the right 
to a 10-year minimum lease 

with negotiating power that is 
the same as the landlord has. 
It would also put an end to the 
ever-changing yearly burden 
of landlords passing on their 
property tax expenses. The 
city and state should actually 
consider freezing rents the 
way they did with the rent-
stabilized apartments, putting 
an end to rent-gouging and 
exorbitant rent increases. The 
bill would provide binding ar-
bitration to hold the landlord 
to fair lease terms if the tenant 
and landlord cannot come to 
an agreement.

The legislation, Bill #: Int. 
0402-2014, is stalled in commit-
tee. The Queens council mem-
bers have not taken any action 
to get the bill out of committee, 
and the leaders of the city have 
not come on board. Why not?  
Do the speculators and real 
estate lobbyists give too much 
money to our politicians? Why 
is the 1 percent trying to make 
even more money?

As of three weeks ago, the 
plans were for the forum to 
be held July 29. For informa-
tion call Steven M. Barrison 
at (212) 750-5560 or call Har-
bachan Singh, President of the 
QCC, at (917) 749-9769. 

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: The Port Authority 
plans to spend $3.6 billion to 
revitalize LaGuardia Airport. 
It currently looks like a Third 
World Airport.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: Congress just passed 
a budget bill which the Presi-
dent probably will not sign but 
it gives too many tax breaks 
to corporations. It would give 
them large R&D tax breaks for 
research they would probably 
do anyway. There is a cut in 
the estate tax for the wealthy. 
The House also cut health care 
for seniors and the poor, while 
ignoring our crumbling infra-
structure.

Small businesses in Queens need help to survive

‘Stanford Prison Experiment’ is a revelation

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

Lenore 
Skenazy
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I’ve been worried recently 
about New Jersey and Wiscon-
sin. These states elected gover-
nors a few years ago and they 
probably expected that a big 
job like running a state would 
be more than a full-time job. 
But instead, their chief execu-
tives are running around the 
country auditioning for a new 
job while their constituents get 
to scratch their heads and won-
der who is minding the ship.

Governors Scott Walker of 
Wisconsin and Chris Chris-
tie of New Jersey think that 
they deserve a promotion. But 
instead of handing over the 
reins to a new governor while 
they campaign, these suppos-
edly hardworking men are ac-

tually shirking their day jobs. 
What if there’s another big 
storm like Sandy and Jersey is 
unprepared? What if Wiscon-
sin union members decide to 
strike one day and the state is 
left without basic services?

Can these governors just 
phone in directions from New 
Hampshire or Iowa?

I’ve always thought that if 
an elected leader wants to run 
for a higher offi ce, they should 
be forced to resign. If you want 
to be president, which now re-
quires almost two years of full-
time campaigning, then you 
shouldn’t hang on as governor 
or senator or congressman.

All the presidential can-
didates talk about economic 
growth and creating jobs—
well, wouldn’t stepping aside 
create new jobs? 

Even though you may not 
agree with candidates like 
Carly Fiorina or Ben Carson or 
former Governors Rick Perry 
or George Pataki, at least they 
aren’t campaigning on the tax-

payer’s dime. Hillary Clinton 
has logged lots of hours in gov-
ernment jobs—fi rst as senator 
and then as secretary of state, 
but now her plate is totally 
clear to focus on meeting vot-
ers, articulate her agenda, and 
defend herself against the inev-
itable arrows from the press.

Then there is Donald 
Trump—maybe it would be 
better if he went back to his 
day job making lots of money 
by hanging his name on build-
ings or golf courses. But be-
cause there is no better way 
to get attention these days 
than running for president, 
Trump has found a new way 
to keep his name on the front 
page of the tabloids. Remember 
the Post headline: “Best Sex 
I Ever Had,” from his second 
wife Marla Maples? That was 
more than 20 years ago and 
now The Donald has fi gured 
out new ways to make splashy 
headlines. If he is elected presi-
dent, there will be many New 
Yorkers who might make their 

way to the Mexican border to 
escape the inevitable chaos in 
our country.

And speaking of jobs, Jeb 
Bush recently spoke about 
making the U.S. economy grow 
by 4 percent annually, which 
would require the creation of 
many new jobs, something that 
seems counterintuitive in our 
modern computer- and app-
assisted economy. If cars will 
soon be self-driving, if com-
puters and robots will be able 
to replace many humans, and 
if new markets opened up by 
the Trans Pacifi c Treaty will 
fl ood the market with workers 
willing to work well below the 
pathetic U.S. minimum wage, 
then that sucking noise will be 
all the good jobs leaking out of 
our country.

I have yet to hear a presiden-
tial candidate articulate a plan 
to rebuild our infrastructure 
and transit systems to keep 
pace with the rest of the world. 
Japan and China have bullet 
trains, but in the world’s lead-

ing economy it takes four hours 
to get from New York to Bos-
ton. Our roads are choked with 
traffi c and we have outdated 
highways and bridges. We lose 
millions of hours of productiv-
ity by allowing workers to sit in 
traffi c each day or commute in 
slow trains and buses. 

But there is one thing to 
rejoice about: A bold move by 
President Obama to change the 
criteria for eligibility for over-
time pay. Now, workers who 
make up to $50,000 are eligible 
for overtime pay if they work 
more than 40 hours—a middle-
class boon. Perhaps through 
labor policies like this we can 
achieve wage growth for the 
lower- and middle-class. With 
one stroke of the pen, the Pres-
ident gave a raise to thousands 
of American workers.

It seems like our lame duck 
president is working more than 
full time in his last 500 days.  

At least someone in public 
offi ce is providing constituents 
with their money’s worth.

Who runs the ship when they run for president?
COLUMNS
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BY BILL PARRY

The long neglected Diving Pool in 
Astoria Park will undergo reconstruc-
tion next spring and be transformed 
into a public music and arts amphi-
theater, according to the City Parks 
Department. The 32-foot Arte Moderne 
diving platform, that towers over the 
largest public swimming pool in the 
city, was closed in the early 80s and sat 
deteriorating ever since with plant life 
growing in stagnant water at the bot-
tom.

“The Astoria Park Diving Pool Am-
phitheater project is moving forward,” 
Parks Spokeswoman Meghan Lalor 
said. “We are currently in the procure-
ment process. We expect to begin con-
struction in Spring 2016. The project is 
funded with over $5 million from the 
City Council.”

Once known as The Olympic High 
Dive as part of the Astoria Pool when 
it opened in the summer of 1936, it 
hosted the 1936 and 1964 U.S. Olympic 
diving trials. It is part of a complex 
built by Robert Moses, the largest of 11 
New Deal swimming pools that were 
constructed as part of the depression-
era Works Progress Administration 
(WPA).

The park’s main pool remains the 
city’s largest drawing 100,000 visitors 
every summer. Construction is ex-
pected to be complete within 18 months 
and when complete the 37,000-square-
foot performance space will seat 550 
people.

“We look forward to completing the 
performance space project, which will 
address some maintenance issues and 
will also honor the history of this im-
portant site,” Lalor said.

The City Parks Department plans to fill in the Diving Pool in Astoria Park and replace it with 
an amphitheater. Photo by Bill Parry

Astoria pool will get
amphitheater venue

SPECIAL LOW RATE!

R A T E S  A S  L O W  A S

%5.95 APR*

Apply for a Personal Loan today!
1-800-LOAN-MCU | nymcu.org

Use promo code: BST

 

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher 

based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic payroll 

deduction as method of repayment. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will 

increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discontinue payment 

through payroll deduction or direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 60 

monthly payments of $19.31 on each $1,000 borrowed at 5.95% APR. Rates 

and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. 

Membership is required.

To meet your important or  
unexpected needs:

Bill consolidation or family expenses

New appliances, furniture or household goods

Tuition or other education expenses

MCU  
Personal Loans –   
a simple solution.
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Health insurance 
fraud hurts all of us. Protect your health 

insurance information 
card like a credit card.
•   Never sign blank insurance 

claim forms.
•   Ask your medical providers 

what they will charge and what 
you will be expected to pay 
out-of-pocket.

•   Carefully review your insurer’s 
��������	
��
�������������
statement. Call your insurer and 
provider if you have questions.

•   Do not do business with door-to-
door or telephone salespeople 
who tell you that services of 
medical equipment are free.

•   Give your insurance/Medicare 
	����	����	
��
�����
��
����
�
have provided you with medical 
services.

•   Keep accurate records of all 
health care appointments.

•   Know if your physician ordered 
equipment for you.

Don’t be a victim!

METROPLUS.ORG  1.855.809.4073
MKT 15.49
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BY MADINA TOURE

Queens elected officials and veter-
ans groups praised a new veteran des-
ignation on the municipal ID card an-
nounced by the city last week as a good 
first step in addressing problems that 
veterans face.

Veterans applying for the IDNYC 
card will be asked to show proof of vet-
eran status and must be city residents. 
The designation is free of charge. 

City Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside), who introduced a bill in 
March 2014 calling for a veteran ID 
card, said the designation is a “huge 
step” forward, but that more needs to 
be done. 

”There’s more to be done, but now 
veterans have the identification they 
were asking for because it was from 
them that we got the idea,” Vallone 
said.

Paul Narson, president of the Viet-
nam Veterans of America’s Queens 
chapter, said the designation would 
give veterans more access to the ser-
vices and benefits that are available to 
them.

“There are a lot of places where 
veterans get a discount—restaurants, 

stores and such,” Narson said. “If a vet-
eran has a picture ID card that states 
he is a veteran, it would help a veteran 
there.” 

But he repeated calls for a veterans 
resource center, noting that $500,000 
had been allocated for each borough 
but to no avail.

“We feel that if there was one place 

in each borough, we would have some 
place that we could go with our prob-
lems to find out what we’re entitled to, 
how to get certain benefits, how to get 
medical help, instead of having to deal 
with the Mayor’s Office of Veterans’ 
Affairs,” he said. “The Mayor’s Office 
of Veterans’ Affairs doesn’t have a big 
budget and the majority of the money 

goes to the employees.”
Queens Borough President Melinda 

Katz commended the new designation. 
“Incorporating this new veteran 

designation into the IDNYC program 
offers the men and women who have 
served in our nation’s military ex-
panded benefits and greater access to 
vital services,” Katz said. 

Veterans will also receive benefits 
such as free membership at the Intrep-
id Sea, Air and Space Museum and dis-
counts through the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce’s Queens VETS Program. 

“The Queens Chamber of Com-
merce’s Veterans’ ID Program has 
been very popular amongst the veter-
ans and business owners in Queens, 
and with the new municipal ID pro-
gram’s veteran designation, we believe 
its popularity will grow,” Tom Grech, 
the chamber’s executive director, said.

Three new pop-up enrollment cen-
ters opened at Services for the Under-
Served in Queens, Mission Continues 
in Manhattan and the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs James J. Peters VA 
Medical Center in the Bronx. 

The city will also launch temporary 
enrollment centers targeting veterans 
in Brooklyn and Staten Island.

The city unveiled a special municipal ID card for veterans. 

City adds veteran designation to municipal ID 
Councilman, advocates say new classifi cation is fi rst step in addressing group’s problems

“Your care for my Susan during her final days 
was life-saving.”

“I am grateful beyond words for the care that Calvary Hospital 
provided my beloved wife Susan at the end of her life. Your 
medical attention and palliative expertise were superior. Your 
attentive sensitivity to our needs as a Jewish family was remarkable. 
And your heartfelt love which we felt from every staff member 
was genuine. Calvary provided Susan with more than just a 
place for her to die, but also a sheltered, peaceful community 
to leave this life as she lived it – with her dignity undiminished. 
As soon as Calvary started caring for Susan, you lifted that heavy 
burden from us and allowed us to simply be a family once again. 
Because of you, my soulmate died in peace, which assures me 
that she will rest in peace. God bless you, Calvary Hospital.”

– Rabbi Jeffrey J. Sirkman

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

City University of 
New York colleges across 
the borough will receive 
an estimated $5 million 
this fiscal year from the 
borough president’s dis-
cretionary funds to sup-
port capital projects at 
CUNY campuses. 

The funding is direct-
ed toward enhancing the 
educational experience 
at Queens College in 
Flushing, York College 
in Jamaica, Queensbor-
ough Community Col-
lege in Bayside, LaGuar-
dia Community College 
and the CUNY School of 
Law, both of which are in 
Long Island City.

This year’s funding 
is in addition to the $1.3 
million that was allo-
cated last year for CUNY 
capital projects, which 
included $750,000 for the 
LaGuardia Community 
College business and en-
trepreneurial training 
center and $550,000 for 
the creation of a modern 
kitchen and dining hall 
at Queensborough Com-
munity College.

“CUNY has a long his-
tory of providing a high-
quality, competitive and 
remarkably affordable 
higher education that 
produces job-ready grad-
uates with respected 

academic credentials,” 
Borough President Me-
linda Katz said. “This $5 
million allocation will 
help guarantee that the 
physical infrastructure 
of these five institutions 
remains top-of-the-line 
and fully able to support 
a first-class experience 
for CUNY’s hardworking 
students.”

The funding will be 
divided between five ma-
jor capital projects: $1.25 
million for the construc-
tion of a “one-stop” stu-
dent services center at 
Queens College, $1 mil-
lion for laboratory and 
classroom upgrades in 
the Science and Modern 
Languages departments 
at York College, $1 million 
for the construction of a 
customized business and 
entrepreneurial train-
ing center at LaGuardia 
Community College, $1 
million to create a mod-
ern kitchen and dining 
hall at Queensborough 
Community College that 
will replace the college’s 
current undersized base-
ment dining hall and 
$750,000 to improve the 
auditorium’s audio-visu-
al systems and the addi-
tion of teleconferencing 
and lecture-capture sys-
tems at the CUNY School 
of Law. 

Five boro colleges 
share $5 million

1 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) above is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. The interest rate 
increases after each nine-month Interest Rate Time Period on the anniversary of the account opening. The interest rates for all three 
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SCOOP 3
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SCOOP 2
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• Great rate! Interest rate automatically increases 
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• Low Minimum! 6��/
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and earn interest.

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

Borough President Melinda Katz allocated $1.25 million to 
Queens College for the construction of a “one-stop” stu-
dent services center. File Photo



TIMESLEDGER, JULY 24–30, 201520    TIMESLEDGER.COMTL

BY SHANNA FULD

The Cole Bros Circus will be mak-
ing things funny in Belmont Park 
when it performs Friday through 
Sunday. Show times on Friday are at 5 
p.m. and 8 p.m., whereas Saturday and 
Sunday have extra opportunities with 
three shows each day at 2 p.m., 5 p.m. 
and 8 p.m.

The circus boasts 13 tigers, five 
Asian elephants, high wire, aerial 
ballet, clever canines, clowns, the hu-
man cannonball, two girls hanging 
by their own hair and other attrac-
tions to keep the audience enthralled. 

The circus is at 2150 Hempstead 
Turnpike in Elmont.  For tickets and 
information check out gotothecircus.
com or 1-888-332-5200.

The Cole circus has been operat-
ing for more than a centurysince 1884. 
Though the circus nearly went out of 
business during the Great Depression, 
two workers salvaged the ring. Jesse 
Adkins and Zack Terrell brought the 
circus back to life.  Today people all 

over the East Coast can enjoy whole-
some family entertainment. 

The Cole Bros. Circus is coming to Belmont 
Park when racing moves to Saratoga.  

Facebook/

Big Top hits Belmont
AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER 

TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718-657-1562  |  718-739-6768  |  718-526-3626

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Established 1993     Licensed by New York State Education Department

EZ PAYMENT

PLAN AVAILABLE!

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

issue,” Crowley said during a phone 
interview.

The congressman said he feels con-
fident the caucus’ recommendations 
will be heard by  U.S. Rep. Bill Shuster 
(R-Pa.), the Transportation Committee 
chairman,  and U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio 
(D-Ore.), the ranking member, and can 
have a strong impact on the way the 
FAA considers public health in its 
oversight of major U.S. airports.

The upcoming legislation and re-
authorization of the FAA comes as 
the FAA is conducting a survey of 
residents around 20 unidentified ma-
jor U.S. airports, intended to help the 
administration come up with new rec-
ommendations for noise monitoring by 
2016.

Similarly, Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
mandated the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey to conduct its 
own study in Queens based on current 
federal guidelines.

But if the Quiet Skies Caucus’ sug-
gestions make it into the FAA reautho-
rization legislation, the findings of its 
survey or of the Port Authority’s study 
may be superseded by stricter rules re-
garding noise monitoring and aviation 
noise mitigation strategies.

Meng said she has been disappoint-
ed with the FAA’s communication over 
noise issues from city to city, so any 
new requirements could only be a posi-
tive development.

“I think this can really improve the 
situation for our constituents and work 
harmoneously together with what the 
Port Authority is doing,” she said in a 

phone interview.
 Crowley said because the FAA is 

balancing the interests of commerce, 
industry and people, it should be up to 
the House to make its urban constitu-
ents a higher priority for the FAA in 
considering any future changes to air-
port functions or flight patterns.

Firstly, the caucus has suggested a 
mandate for more robust community 
engagement and hearings before flight 
paths or procedures are changed or 
new ones are introduced.

The proposed recommendations 
would also require the FAA to use 
a supplemental noise metric, or the 
characterization of noise effects in lay 
terms, rather than the current mea-
surement system that is often too com-
plex for the public to understand.

This proposal would also lower the 
acceptable noise level at which federal 
money could be made available for 
noise mitigation in affected residential 
and commercial areas.

The caucus has also recommended 
airport operators be legally permit-
ted (they are currently not) and urged 
strongly to consider noise mitigation 
strategies on their own for communi-
ties experiencing aircraft noise levels 
below the federally acceptable noise 
threshold. 

Other recommendations would be 
to reform the FAA Modernization and 
Reform Act of 2012, which allowed the 
FAA to sidestep the environmental 
review process in implementing new 
flight patterns, and mandate indepen-
dent research on the health impacts of 
aviation noise.

Visit www.timesledger.com for the 
full story.

Continued from Page 4 

Quiet Skies
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The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY SHANNA FULD AND SADEF ALI KULLY

A Queens Village community 
memorium for Eric Garner, who died 
from a police chokehold last year, was 
held at the New Greater Bethel Minis-
tries bookstore on Jamaica Avenue to 
discuss the impact of his death on the 
area and the new NYPD neighborhood 
policing efforts that are gradually tak-
ing place across the borough. 

Only a handful of community mem-
bers and religious leaders were joined 
by NYPD Inspector Michael Coyle from 
the 105th Precinct in Queens Village to 
show support and speak about raising 
awareness, gaining trust and stronger 
communication with residents. 

Under the new policing program, 
every single officer in the Police De-
partment will undergo training under 
the supervision of a veteran officer.

“The training is important. The old 
school way was to put you in a hot spot 
and write tickets. Maybe you’ve been 
with very few black people and you’re 
dropped in southeast Queens. You have 
a bad impression. That carries over to 
everybody you see,” said Rev. Dr. John 

Boyd for the New Greater Bethel Min-
istries. 

Boyd pointed out that if a police of-
ficer gets started working in a tough 
neighborhood, his or her attitudes to-
ward the job could be soured, but hav-
ing the inspector of the 105th Precinct 
showed attend showed that the com-
munity mattered.

 “It was wonderful that the inspec-
tor came himself. You felt like he was 
talking heart. I’m big on heart,” Boyd 
said.

 Coyle said the new police changes 
have already begun at the 105th Pre-
cinct, which services communities 
along the Nassau border from Little 
Neck through Queens Village and 
down to Rochdale village and Spring-
field Gardens.  The precinct has just 
gotten 18 new officers.

He said the traditional way of utiliz-
ing new officers was to place them in 
crime-ridden neighborhoods. The new 
way will be to have the officers placed 
everywhere, despite a high or low 
crime rate, so they get to know the resi-
dents they police in the jurisdiction. 

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT

 

 

Neighborhood policing will encourage officers to become part of their communities for 
better communication and relations with residents.  Photo by Tom Momberg

Garner vigil draws
105th Pct. inspector

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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Every kind of music under the sun

The Beatles sound-alike band, Yesterday Today, had a hard day's night in 
Crocheron Park, thanks to the 90-plus temps.   Photo by Michael Shain

The Junta Hispana festival in Flushing Meadows Park is a celebration of Spanish culture across all 
20 Spanish-speaking countries in the world.  Photo by Steve Alvarez

Saxaphonist Craig Crawford opens the all-day jazz festival in St. Albans 
Park.  Photo by Nat Valentine

A vintage VW bus provides a little shade and a place to rest at Junta Hispana.  
Photo by Steve Vazquez

Mayor de Blasio and First Lady Chirlane McCray revved up the crowd at the Jamaican Jerk Festival in Roy 
Wilkins Park. Photo courtesy of mayor's office/Ed Reed

Baysiders Irma and Dennis Wickman have been going to the summer concerts in Crocheron Park for more 
than 20 years.  Photo by Michael Shain
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SECURITY GUARD TRAINING
Become a NY State Certifi ed Security Guard Today!

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

In Business Since 1988

OPEN HOUSE
7.28.15

HHAs · CNAs · EKG · PHLEBOTOMY
EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER PRESENTS

EFFICIENT CARE
TRAINING CENTER
a division of

WE ARE PROUD TO WELCOME HIRING AGENCIES AND
FUTURE EMPLOYERS, JOBS WILL BE OFFERED ON THE SPOT!

Tuesday, July 28th
4:00-7:00 PM

TOP TRAINING PROGRAM IN
THE NEW YORK METROPOLITAN AREA!

Plenty of
Food &

Refreshments

will be
served!

Bridge Career Centers
168-25 Jamaica Avenue
Jamaica, NY 11432LOCATED AT

Proud member of Queens Chamber of Commerce

Tuesday, July 28th
4:00-7:00 PM

Bridge Career Centers
168-25 Jamaica Avenue
Jamaica, NY 11432
718-609-1674
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority, after nearly two years of 
delays, has announced Sept. 13 as the 
opening date of the new station that 
will permit the No.7 train to travel all 
the way from Flushing to Manhattan’s 
far west side.

The transit agency also reported 
that it had begun efforts to relieve 
worsening crowding and delays on the 
No. 7 line.

Michael Horodniceanu, MTA presi-
dent of Capital Construction, said the 
new subway station was basically fin-
ished and that testing and inspections 
were going on.

The new station at 11th Avenue and 
34th Street cost some $2.4 billion. Work 
on the project began at the end of 2007.

The extension of the No.7 will bring 
straphangers beyond Times Square to 
the Hudson Yards, a rapidly develop-
ing area of Manhattan near the Javits 
Center.

One factor in the delays has been a 
problem with installation of the diago-
nal elevators, which were especially 
manufactured for the project, the MTA 
said.

The MTA has also been in the pro-
cess of doing something to relieve 
crowding on the heavily traveled No. 7 

subway. The agency has given prelimi-
nary approval of  $205.8 million for in-
stallation of Communications Based 

Train Control on the No. 7 line in an 
effort to ease crowding and delays.

 “CBTC allows New York City Tran-

sit to operate more trains per hour, 
thereby increasing passenger capac-
ity, providing improved and more 
reliable service and making more ef-
ficient use of the track and car fleet,” 
the MTA said.

The MTA said CBTC will be in-
stalled on local and express tracks 
serving the E, F and R lines north of 
the Kew Gardens/Union Turnpike E, 
F station to north of the 50th Street-
Rockefeller Center station on the F and 
M lines and south of the 50th Street C 
and E station.

“The Communications Based 
Train Control signaling system is a 
vital part of our plan to address issues 
of overcrowding, record ridership and 
service delays,” said MTA Chairman 
Thomas Prendergast.

“CBTC represents the MTA’s ef-
forts to bring advanced technology to 
a century-old subway system that, in 
some parts, has not been updated in 
decades,” Prendergast said.

 “Once we’re done installing CBTC 
on the No. 7 line, those customers will 
also benefit from similarly improved 
and increased service and the Queens 
Boulevard project is a continuation 
of our efforts to make these improve-
ments systemwide,” he said.

The No. 7 train will finally start running to 11th Avenue and 34th Street in mid-September, 
the MTA says.  Photo by Michael Shain

No. 7 riders soon to hear ‘Next stop 11th Ave.’

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
300 Jay Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201

Follow Us: www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

718.260.5500

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

APPLY NOW!
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BY SHANNA FULD

The city Department of Probation 
brought attention to both gun violence 
and domestic violence at a street fair 
last week. 

Closing down Union Hall Street in 
Jamaica, various organizations were 
given an opportunity to showcase the 
services they offer to the Queens com-
munity to help people lead successful, 
non-violent lives. 

Raymond Napier, who has been a 
probation officer for more than two 
decades, said the Department of Proba-
tion tries to do the fair every summer. 
He described the fair as a “one-stop 
shop” where people could find media-
tion programs, youth projects and oth-
er activities that get people together 
in a positive way. Napier said that the 
main focus is anti-violence and anti-
crime.

“We’re trying to interact with the 
community to see who can help. A lot of 
times law enforcement is looked down 
upon.  We’re trying to help the commu-
nity, not harm the community,” Napier 
said. 

This department tackles violence 
at the neighborhood and community 
level.

Ivory Williams, a juvenile proba-
tion officer, accompanied Napier at the 
booth and reflected on her experience 
dealing directly with young people. 
She said that if she could plant a seed 
that changes the path they are on, she 
believes she has accomplished what 
she is supposed to do. 

“You can’t deal with an issue on 
a broad level if you can’t deal with it 
right at home,” Williams said. 

An organization called 100 Suits 
for 100 Men helps the community by 
making suits available for previously 
incarcerated people. This organiza-
tion helps them get jobs by supplying 
them with work attire, hair cuts, wigs 
for women, and even helps set up job 
interviews. 

Vendors served food at the event and 
music was played while people talked 
and promoted their services. The mes-
sage of the day as Napier put it, like 
Michael Jackson said, it all starts with 
the man in the mirror. 

The city Probation Department is pushing a community program in Jamaica to discourage 
gun violence. 

NYC Probation says no 
to gun violence in boro

How to Use Technology to Keep 

Your Child Learning All Summer

— In today’s digital world, technology tools are at our fingertips—and our children’s, 
too. If your family has a tablet, computer, smartphone or all of the above, your child 
has access to all kinds of great learning programs. This summer break, you can of-
fer your child opportunities to learn on the go, while beating the heat inside, during 
a family road trip, or just about anywhere you can access the internet. 
Here are a few great activities for your child to enjoy this summer from the comfort 
of his or her mobile device, tablet or computer:

Build a website. These days, building a website doesn’t require computer pro-
gramming skills, but rather, creativity and a willingness to learn. There are lots of 
website builders out there that offer customizable templates. Your child’s summer 
learning project could be to create a website—the budding artist or photographer 
could showcase his or her work, or the foodie could create a recipe blog. What 
about a family blog to which each member of the family contributes posts a few 
times a week, sharing your summer’s adventures?

Download learning apps to practice skills. While reviewing homework and 
assignments from the prior year is an excellent way to keep your child fresh, if you 
didn’t save your child’s work, there are other great alternatives to deter summer 
learning loss. Check out Reading Rockets for some of the best apps for vocabu-
lary, writing and spelling practice and reading comprehension. Common Sense 
Media (free) ranks all kinds of apps, including math apps with addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division, geometry and logic games and practice tools. Before the 
school year ends, also ask your child’s teacher for recommendations. 

Learn to program. For imaginative and mathematically or technically inclined 
students, websites like Scratch (www.scratch.mit.edu) are excellent learning 
tools. Created for children ages 8 to 16 by the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy, Scratch is a “programming language and an online community where children 
can program and share interactive media such as stories, games and animation.” 
Other websites to check out include www.alice.org, a 3D programming environ-
ment that makes it easier for students to learn object-oriented programming, and 
Hackety.com (www.hackety.com/) which teaches students the Ruby program-
ming language.  For beginners, check out apps such as Lightbot Jr. ($2.99) coding 
puzzle (and later, Lightbot) and Cato’s Hike ($4.99).

Download a podcast (or five). Whether your family is planning a few road 
trips this summer or your child enjoys audio learning, podcasts can be great fun 
for children of all ages. Your child can download and listen to podcasts on any 
mobile device or computer. What interests your child? Try searching the iTunes 
store for podcasts on various topics (www.apple.com/itunes/podcasts). Also, 
check out these great podcasts: Bookwink (which reviews books for kids ages 8 
to 14/ Grades 3-8), Global Wonders (which introduces children to different world 
cultures), Reading Rockets Meet the Author (which interviews top children’s book 
authors and illustrators) and Brains On! (a science podcast).

Think about what your child is into. The great news about the world we live 
in today is that there are so many mobile technologies that if your child has an inter-
est, there may very well be an app or other technology program to teach or fuel that 
interest. Is your child curious about learning a new language? Check out one of 
the many foreign language learning apps out there such as Little Pim. Is your child 
a hands-on learner who enjoys creating? Don’t miss DIY, an app that has children 
complete skill-based, hands-on challenges.
Technology has changed education forever—and has provided today’s students 
some incredible learning opportunities. This summer break, explore the many pro-
grams available to your child and incorporate a few such tools into your learning 
repertoire. Not only will you encourage your child to keep learning this summer, you 
will also be emulating 21st century classroom teaching.

About Huntington Learning Center 

Huntington is the tutoring and test prep leader. Its certified tutors provide individu-
alized instruction in reading, phonics, writing, study skills, elementary and middle 
school math, Algebra through Calculus, Chemistry, and other sciences. It preps for 
the SAT and ACT, as well as state and standardized exams. Huntington programs 
develop the skills, confidence, and motivation to help students succeed and meet 
the needs of Common Core State Standards. Founded in 1977, Huntington’s mis-
sion is to give every student the best education possible.

Learn how Huntington can help at:  

HuntingtonHelps.com 

For franchise opportunities please visit: 

HuntingtonFranchise.com
FOLLOW US ON

ADOPT A PET
IN OUR HANDS RESCUE &  

NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Photo B
y Ellen D

unn

Astoria Street Fair
36-06 30th Ave. • Astoria, NY 
SUN JUL 26 • 10AM – 6PM

animalleague.org • 516.883.7575 
25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

eaague organima g rggm enimalleaanimanimalleague orgrg •• 551616 888383 77575755551166 888833 777557755

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Rehearsing at Madison Square Garden are the girls, ages 6-12, from Forest Hills Rhythmic 
Gymnastics, preparing for their performance at halftime at the New York-San Antonio 
WNBA game. Forest Hills Rhythmic Gymnastics

State Sen. Jose Peralta joins the Madison York Assisted Living Summer Festival, an event to 
encourage local seniors to network.  State Senator Peralta

Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder talks with Lindenwood resi-
dent Perla Zilbert during Goldfeder’s summer mobile of-
fice stop at the Lindenwood Shopping Center 

Assemblyman Goldfeder

Council member I. Daneek Miller celebrates Family Day at 
St. Albans Park with, appropriately enough, his mother and 
wife.   Photo by Nat Valentine

The retired dean of politics in southeast Queens, Archie 
Spigner, a City Council member for more than 30 years, 
walks his dog in St. Albans Park on Family Day.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

Council member Ruben Wills, Department of Sanitation work-
ers and community leaders unveil 42 new, high-end litter 
baskets on Sutphin Boulevard, where battling trash on the 
streets has been a big issue. Council member Wills

Blogger Helen Yang works the Flushing Night Out crowd at 
the Flushing Town Hall. Despite the "No Photo" message 
that she has on her sleeve, we got her anyway.  

Photo by Michael Shain

The first night market in the courtyard at Flushing Town 
Hall featured every kind of food, from Hawaiian street 
BBQ to Italian sausage to scallion pancakes.  

Photo by Michael Shain
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We offer  a variety of 

advanced therapies 

Including:

-- The latest 

biotechnology for wound 

care improves the healing 

rates especially when 

combined with standard 

treatments. 

-- A medical 

grade honey-based dressing 

for the management of 

wounds and burns. 

 – 

therapeutic technique using 

a vacuum dressing and 

negative pressure to 

promote healing.

For more information on the 

Wound Care Center or to 

schedule an appointment, call 

 is a state-of-the-art outpatient unit that 
provides specialized treatment for patients who 
suffer from non-healing or chronic wounds.

The six-bed unit currently boasts a success rate 
of 90%, which is above the national average.

You may be a candidate for wound care if you 
are suffering from a chronic or non-healing 
wound resulting from:

The More You Heal • The Better You Feel

www.�ushinghospital.org
4500 Parsons Blvd., Flushing, N.Y. 11355
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 07/24/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$17,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $12,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2012 Mercedes C300, 17k 11903 $21,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE  
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
                 MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 07/24/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$15,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $3,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
� ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
           MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
W

E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
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A Queens man and renowned jewel-
er to several national celebrities, Aron 
Aranbayev, 40, died at Jamaica Hospi-
tal Monday from injuries he sustained 
when he was struck by a vehicle the 
night before, police said.

Aranbayev, also known as Eric,  
was on 71st Avenue near 110th Street, 
outside his Forest Hills home, when he 
was hit by a dark-colored Dodge Mag-
num in a hit-and-run, inflicting severe 
head trauma, which police determined 
in their investigation.

The incident came after the uniden-
tified driver got out of his car and be-
gan yelling at Aranbayev, and after a 
verbal joust got back into his vehicle, 
backed up, and rammed forward into 
the famed jeweler, WCBS reported.

The NYPD has since reclassified 
the vehicular assault on a pedestrian 
as a vehicular homicide. No arrests 
had been made as of Wednesday after-
noon and the investigation was still 
ongoing, police said.

Aranbayev is survived by his wife 
and four children, one of them a new-
born. He was co-owner of a high-end 
Diamond District jewelry store called 
Rafaello and Co., 22 West 47th St., in 

Manhattan.
Some of the store’s celebrity clients 

included Floyd Maryweather; Sean 
Combs or “P. Diddy,” Alicia Keys; and 
Jamie Foxx, according to its website.

The store was started four years 
ago by Aranbayev’s father, Rafael 
Aranbayev, as well as his cousin, Ga-
briel Jacobs, who were in the business 
for over two decades, according to the 
store’s website. 

The family immigrated in 1985 after 
being set free from Communist Russia 
and began working in wholesale jew-
elry sales, according to the company 
biography.

~Tom Momberg

Famed jeweler Aron Aranbayev, pictured 
here with Floyd Maryweather, was struck 
by a car and killed outside his Forest Hills 
home, according to the NYPD. Instagram

Celebrity jeweler killed 
in Forest Hills: NYPD

The March of Dimes 
celebrated the launch of 
its Queens Healthy Babies 
are Worth the Wait com-
munity program on July 
16th at York College, CUNY. 
Jamaica Hospital Medi-
cal Center and Elmhurst 
Hospital Center have been 
chosen as the official hos-
pital sites to implement the 
program, which aims to 
prevent preterm birth. The 
Queens Healthy Babies are 
Worth the Wait community 
program is conducted in 
partnership with Empire 
BlueCross BlueShield Foun-
dation and Johnson & John-
son.

The March of Dimes 
Healthy Babies are Worth 
the Wait program provides 
the framework for communi-
ties to work together to pre-
vent preterm birth by apply-
ing the “5P’s”- partnerships, 
provider initiatives, patient 
support, public engagement, 
and progress measurement. 
March of Dimes has imple-
mented Healthy Babies are 

Worth the Wait programs 
at 30 sites across five states; 
Kentucky, Texas, Kansas, 
New Jersey, and New York. 

“In my experience, most 
women who become preg-
nant expect the best possible 
outcome even when there 
exist significant risk factors 
in their personal medical 
history, past obstetrical and 
social history that may lead 
to a poor outcome,” said 

Dr. Sandra McCalla, Chair, 
March of Dimes New York 
Division Program Services 
Committee and Vice Chair 
of Obstetrics & Gynecol-
ogy, Maimonides Medical 
Center. “Though the pre-
maturity rate in New York 
State is about 10 percent 
and significantly greater in 
some New York City neigh-
borhoods and among disad-
vantaged women, there is 

a gap in knowledge among 
patients and a disparate 
offering of available inter-
ventions known to modify 
the risk of recurrent or ini-
tial preterm births. The 
Healthy Babies are Worth 
the Wait program aims to 
combine clinical, commu-
nity and innovative patient 
education efforts to pro-
mote awareness especially 
among patients; facilitate 
implementation of existing 
interventions; and thereby 
reducing the number of pre-
ventable premature births.”

“Jamaica Hospital is very 
excited to be a partner in 
the March of Dimes Healthy 
Babies are Worth the Wait 
Program,” said Mitchell 
Cornett, Administrator of 
Jamaica Hospital’s Depart-
ment of Ob/Gyn. ”We are 
equally excited that we have 
successfully initiated group 
prenatal care. Mothers par-
ticipating in the program 
are dedicated to ensuring 
the best possible outcomes 
for their babies. By includ-

ing the multifaceted concept 
of CenteringPregnancy as a 
growing part of our prena-
tal care services, Jamaica 
Hospital is fulfilling its goal 
of increasing the rate of full-
term deliveries in the com-
munities we serve.”  

“Partnering with the 
March of Dimes for the 
Healthy Babies are Worth 
the Wait® initiative allows 
Elmhurst to continue ad-
vancing maternal and infant 
health to make sure preg-
nant women and their ba-
bies get the health care they 
need right from the start,” 
said Chris Constantino, Se-
nior Vice President of the 
Queens Health Network 
and Executive Director of 
Elmhurst Hospital Center. 
“The staff at Elmhurst Hos-
pital Center is committed to 
reducing pre-term births in 
Queens by educating preg-
nant women in our commu-
nity about the importance 
of prenatal care, and help-
ing them access the services 
they need.”

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

March of dimes healthy babies are worth the wait® 
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BY BILL PARRY

The laughter is back on Vernon 
Boulevard. A new comedy club called 
The Standing Room quietly opened in 
late June at the former home of The 
Laughing Devil. 

The Standing Room, located at 47-38 
Vernon Blvd., is still in its “soft open” 
phase with a grand opening to be 
scheduled for next month. Area resi-
dents are being offered multiple oppor-
tunities to experience every aspect of 
the new venue for free all this month.

In addition to stand-up comedy and 
live musical performances, The Stand-
ing Room offers specialty cocktails 
and microbrew beer. The ownership 
group behind the club is the same team 
that opened The Stand in Manhattan, 
which was named Best Comedy Club 
2013 by New York magazine.

Former Long Island City resident 
Paul Italia is among the The Standing 
Room’s four owners. 

“I used to live here and I’ve watched 
this neighborhood grow and evolve 
over the last decade,” he said. “This is 
a terrific community and we want to 
provide people here with a great night 
out, whether that’s enjoying a com-
edy show or just relaxing with a good 
drink. We have a menu of unique cock-
tails and local beers, we’re partnering 
with area restaurants to offer special 
desserts and small bites, and we have 
projectors to broadcast the game or 
present screenings. And of course, 
great comedy.”

The Laughing Devil was sold in 
April after Steve Hofstetter, who owned 

the club since 2011, moved to Los An-
geles to pursue a career in Hollywood. 
His business partner, Jacob Morvay, 
had already given up his part of the 
ownership after the birth of his child.

The new team plans to lure bigger 
name comedians across the East River 
from their club in Manhattan. 

“It’s a smaller, more intimate room 
than the club in Gramercy,” co-owner 
Patrick Milligan said. “This gives us a 
chance to try things that are different, 
even experimental, while also tapping 
into the incredible talent pool we al-
ready work with.”

To introduce their club to area resi-
dents, the ownership team is planning 
several promotional events such as 
the LIC Concerts official after-party. 
People who attended LIC Concerts July 
16 and July 23 enjoyed the after-party 
on the house, and The Standing Room 
will do it again after the July 30 perfor-
mance.

There is also a nightly special avail-
able to residents of Long Island City, 
Sunnyside, Astoria and Greenpoint, 
Brooklyn. Bring in any catalog, circu-
lar, credit-card offer or other junk mail 
that proves you live in one of those 
neighborhoods and get two tickets to 
any show through Aug. 31.

The Standing Room will also host 
a Happy Hour for any area business 
or organization, including a one-hour 
hosted bar, drink specials and free ad-
mission to the comedy show.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

The Standing Room does not have a sign yet, but it has been open since June with stand-up 
comedy and musical performances. Photo by Bill Parry

Standing Room is in,
Laughing Devil’s out

German   Lessons
for  

Children

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4–5 From 4:30–6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5–6

Other Classes Ages 7–l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The City Council approved a text 
amendment on special zoning rules to 
accelerate rebuilding of Sandy-dam-
aged residences in areas within flood 
zones in the Rockaways, south Queens, 
south Brooklyn and Staten Island.

The text amendment, which passed 
Monday, will expedite the process of 
elevating and/or reconstructing one-
family and two-family homes. It will 
also establish new zoning for narrow 
and shallow lots to allow new construc-
tion in waterfront neighborhoods.

The Mayor’s Office of Housing Re-
covery said the amendment will help 
elevate and rebuild 2,000 homes, while 
lowering the cost of flood insurance 
for residences within the flood zone. 
The amendment was introduced by 
that office, the Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development and the 
Department of City Planning. 

“This text amendment is the light at 
the end of the tunnel for many home-
owners still struggling to rebuild their 
homes nearly three years after Sandy,” 
said Councilman Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton), chairman of the Coun-
cil Subcommittee on Zoning and Fran-

chises. “The removal of these regula-
tory barriers eliminates the majority 
of the red tape that deterred property 
owners from elevating their homes 
and moving forward in the Build it 
Back program.”

The Mayor’s Office of Housing Re-
covery said that over 4,000 homeown-

ers have received reimbursement and 
over 1,400 have started construction—
both compared to zero when the de Bla-
sio administration took over. 

 “The idea for the amendment came 
out of a community-level meeting in 
Queens. It was produced with collabo-
ration across agencies, and it is being 

passed to help homeowners who were 
stuck because of burdensome regula-
tions, so that their homes are rebuilt 
and their neighborhoods made more 
resilient,” Amy Peterson, director of 
the Mayor’s Office of Housing Recov-
ery said. 

 Congress allocated an estimated 
$50 billion to fund recovery efforts for 
Hurricane Sandy and more than $13 
billion of this funding is geared toward 
recovery in New York City.

“We owe it to those still trying to 
build back from the storm to pull out 
all of the stops,” Councilman Steven 
Matteo (R-Staten Island) said. 

As of March, the city had admin-
istered an estimated $12.7 billion of 
federal funds for Sandy recovery and 
$2.4 billion were administered by fed-
eral agencies for Hurricane Sandy re-
covery efforts. Sandy was the second 
costliest storm in U.S. history after 

Hurricane Katrina, which struck New 
Orleans in 2005.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Queens residents whose homes were destroyed during Hurrican Sandy won't have to cut 
through red-tape to get their homes elevated and avoid high insurance rates after City 
Council passed a new amendment on Monday.   Photo by Christina Santucci

City speeds up Sandy recovery process
Council’s amendment to zoning rules cuts through red-tape for home reconstruction, funds

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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metro division, said.
Arlene Putterman, Stop & Shop’s 

manager of public and community re-
lations, said Stop & Shop has entered 
into an agreement with A&P, but the 
execution of the agreement is pending 
approval from the Federal Trade Com-
mission and the bankruptcy court. 
She said  the agreement will allow the 
company to have a greater presence in 
Queens and that it is also a way to pro-
tect the stores’ associates. 

“We are protecting 25 of their total 
stores and therefore we are protecting 
associates that work in those stores,” 
Putterman said.

Key Food Stores Cooperative is 
acquiring the Waldbaum’s stores at 

196-35 Horace Harding Expressway in 
Flushing, 35-09 Francis Lewis Blvd. 
in Bayside, 82-35 153rd Ave. in How-
ard Beach, 75-55 31st Ave. in Jackson 
Heights and 259-01 Union Turnpike in 
Glen Oaks. 

Sharon Konzelman, vice president 
of finance for Key Food, confirmed 
that the company is acquiring stores 
from A&P in the tri-state area but that 
the company’s attorneys advised them 
not to provide any specific details on 
the contract.

“We have contracted to purchase 
stores from A&P,” Konzelman said.

ACME Markets also announced it 
has entered into an agreement to ac-
quire 76 A&P stores in New York, Con-
necticut, Delaware, Maryland, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania under the 
A&P, Superfresh and Pathmark ban-
ners.

said he wrote two letters to JFK au-
thorities three years ago. 

“If we had it, it could be good for 
Hindus,” Kataria said. “We are so 
many.”

Pradip Das, director of the Ameri-
can Hindu Council’s Jamaica chapter, 
collected 320 signatures from Hindu 
temples and organizations in the bor-
ough. 

The airport has a large number of 
Hindu employees, many of whom work 
for the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration, he said. 

“They could use part of their lunch-
time or break time” to use the prayer 
room, Das said. 

Jagadish Brahmachari, a priest at 
Vedic Seva Mission in Jamaica  , who 
collected 2,500 signatures, said the 
prayer room would serve Hindu pas-
sengers who run into flight problems.

“Sometimes flights are canceled 
and sometimes flights are delayed,” 

Brachmachari said
Some temples were not aware of 

the initiative but said that they would 
gladly get involved. 

Srad Kublall, a trustee for the 
America Sevashram Sangha in Ja-
maica, said he knows many Guyanese 
Hindus who work at the airport. 

“It’s a good venture,” Kublall said. 
“I support it and I think the organiza-
tion will support it wholeheartedly.”

Calling the initiative “refreshing,” 
Anand Singh, coordinator of the NY 
Varanasi Temple in South Ozone Park , 
said many Hindus live less than a 
5-minute trip from the airport.

He said his temple is open to explor-
ing the initiative to provide this ser-
vice.

“Although they’re a large segment 
in the U.S., it somehow doesn’t seem 
to be available to Hindus so whoever 
is starting this initiative, it’s pretty 
great, especially for the New York Ken-
nedy location,” Singh said.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

economic opportunity for the people 
who need it the most.

At an unrelated news conference 
Monday, de Blasio said Uber “ was 
looking out for their corporate bottom 
line. They’re putting their profits over 
all other considerations.” 

The debate between the mayor and 
the $50 billion tech giant had become 
heated as Uber bought attack ads 
against supporters of the bill, includ-
ing Lancman.

 The councilman said this week’s 
accord was important but pointed out 
“whether or not this is a positive or 
negative agreement for the city will de-

pend on whether the mayor reshapes 
how the 1970s for-hire vehicle industry 
is currently structured.” 

Before the city and Uber came to 
an agreement, city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer gave his support to the car-
for-hire app, while Uber CEO Travis 
Kalanick took to Twitter to dispel what 
he called rumors about Uber’s unsafe 
and illegal drivers. 

With major support in immigrant 
communities, Uber said that more 
than a quarter of all Uber rides are 
to, from or within the outer boroughs, 
compared to just 6 percent of tradition-
al yellow taxi trips.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Continued from Page 4 

Uber

Continued from Page 5 

Prayer

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

REAL DICE 
REAL CARDS
REAL BALL  

C R A P S • B A C C A R A T • R O U L E T T E

 

VIDEO POKER PARLOR 

& OVER 3,000 SLOTS!

-PLUS-

Real–Action 
Electronic 

Table Games!

Over 5,000 Games. Minutes Away!

Continued from Page 4

Stores
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,
www.elcaribecaterers.com

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
M&V LIMOUSINES
1117 Jericho Tpke. Commack, NY 11725  
(800) 498-5788, www.mvlimo.com

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Jessica Rowboat’s sound 
has been described as haunt-
ingly beautiful. And her voice 
is gentle and fluid, like a row-
boat gliding down a flowing 
river.

The young, dark-haired 
singer/songwriter strums 
her guitar to acoustic folk 
rock tunes that are uniquely 

her own, and has been mak-
ing a name for herself within 
Queens’ music circles and be-
yond. 

“The wheels are in motion 
and I’m stoked with my new 
album, ‘I Woke,’” Rowboat, 
26, said.  “It’s about being in 
love, but it’s also rooted in 
this urgency to have space 
for another person. It’s a very 
simple song. And it comes 

from an aching to be lost with 
someone, without conditions 
or constraints.” 

The Richmond Hill-based 
musician is also looking for-
ward to playing LIC Bar dur-
ing an open mic event Aug. 1. 

“It’s going to be just me and 
the guitar,” she said. 

Rowboat, whose real name 
is Jessica Rozario-Ospino, de-
scribed the struggles of writ-

ing and producing while liv-
ing in New York. 

“It kind of whacks you over 
the head every now and then,” 
she said. “You get disillusioned 
quite often. But my husband 
makes a mean cup of coffee 
and it whacks all that right 
back out the door. Not to men-
tion this incredible group of 
friends and family I’ve some-
how garnered. I’m grateful for 

all the ups and downs.”
The artist grew up in a 

close-knit family, surrounded 
by music.  And as classical mu-
sicians, she said her parents 
and brother would forever in-
fluence her songs. 

She was 8 when her family 
arrived in New York City from 
New Delhi, India, and she 
grew up in Jackson Heights’ 

Continued on Page 44

BORN IN INDIA BUT RAISED IN QUEENS, SINGER JESSICA ROWBOAT IS MAKING A NAME FOR HERSELF

Richmond Hill-based singer Jessica 
Rowboat recently relased her new al-
bum, "I Woke," and is performing Aug. 1 
as part of the borough's first Lit Fest.  

Photo courtesy Jessica Rowboat
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PRODUCTIONS

“Oklahoma!” — Maggie’s Little Theater 
presents the Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein II’s classic show that introduced 
the modern American musical to Broadway. 
When: July 24 and July 25, at 8 pm; and July 
26, at 2:30 pm
Where: Maggie’s Little Theater, St. Margaret 
Parish Hall, 66-05 79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, $12/children 11 
and under
Contact: (917) 579-5389
Website: www.maggieslittletheater.org

“The Merchant of Venice” — Hip to Hip 
Theatre Co. presents Shakespeare’s dark tale 
about bigotry, justice and the limitation of 
law.  The evening begins with the 30-minute 
Kids and the Classics program. 
When: Friday, July 24, at 7 pm , Thursday, July 
30, at 7:30 pm and Friday, July 31, at 6:30 pm
Where: July 24 at Voelker Orth Museum, 149-
19 38th Ave., Flushing; July 30 at Cunningham 
Park, Fresh Meadows; July 31 at Sunnyside 
Gardens Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 729-8567
Website: www.hiptohip.org

“The Merry Wives of Windsor” — 
Shakespeare’s farce about courtship, jealousy 

and friendship features John Falstaff with 
his fool-proof plan to earn a quick buck 
that proves him to be the fool. This Hip-to-
Hip Theatre Co. production begins with its 
30-minute Kids and the Classics program. 
When: Sunday, July 26, at 4:30 pm and 
Wednesday, July 29, at 7 pm
Where: July 26 at Forest Park’s bandshell, 
Woodhaven; July 29 at Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park near the Unisphere
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 729-8567
Website: www.hiptohip.org

“Footloose The Musical” — The HCJ 
Teen Drama Group presents the musical 
adaptation of the Kevin Bacon fi lm about a 
town that bans dancing.
When: Aug. 6 at 7 pm, Aug. 7 and Aug. 8 at 8 
pm, Aug. 9 at 3 pm
Where: Church of the Holy Child Jesus, 111-02 
86th Ave., Richmond Hill
Cost: $10/adults, $8/seniors and children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 847-1860
Website: www.facebook.com/hcjtdc

“Seussical the Musical” — The Cat in the 
Hat and Horton the Elephant star in this 
musical celebration of Dr. Seuss’ works 
staged by the JC Players.
When: Aug. 7, Aug. 8 and Aug. 15, at 8 pm; 
Aug. 9 and Aug. 16, at 3 pm

Answers in Sports

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

LUNCH SPECIALS
$795

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 12 NOON–3P.M.

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD
CAESAR

GARDEN
*ADD GRILLED CHICKEN + $3
*ADD GRILLED SHRIMP + $4

SANDWICHES
MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE

SAUSAGE & PEPPER
** PARMIGIANA ON REQUEST

Pasta 
Dishes

Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

NO SUBSTITUTIONS 
OR TAKEOUT
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Those whom the gods would 
destroy, they first make mad.  
Ancient proverb

T
oday I write about civil-
ity and cell phones.  I 
practice one but don’t 
have the other.  

That’s right, I don’t own, 
and never had, a cell phone!  
When others hear of this, their 
first reaction is shock and dis-
belief, perhaps some concern 
about my sanity and ability 
to function, but then follows 
a hint of admiration and the 
sincere wish that they, too, 
could do without their devices.  
But they can’t, and maybe you 
can’t either.

You probably heard about 
Patti LuPone, a theatri-
cal veteran now starring in 
“Shows for Days” at the Mitzi 
E. Newhouse Theater at Lin-
coln Center.  An audience 

member was texting away 
during the performance, un-
til Ms. LuPone, apparently 
staying in character but fit 
to be tied, snatched the phone 
from her, making the stan-
dard standing ovation at the 
curtain call truly deserved.  

This reminded me of the 
time I saw a musical, I think 
it was “Billy Elliot,” when a 
bunch of teenagers had their 
screens lit up during most of 
the first act.  When the house 
manager chastised them at 
intermission, I learned that 

their parents were present, 
but, wisely and safely, several 
rows away.

Aside from the self-ab-
sorbed rudeness, I wonder 
why anyone would spring for 
a high-priced ticket to a show 
that they didn’t seem to have 
much interest in.  Not to men-
tion the warnings, both writ-
ten and verbal, to turn off your 
cell phones.  

Then there was the guy at 
“Hand to God” at the Booth 
who jumped up on the stage 
prior to the start of the show in 
an attempt to recharge his cell 
phone with an electrical outlet 
on the set.  By the way, it didn’t 
work – the outlet was a fake.

Look around you, people, 
just about everyone’s eyes are 
focused on their cell phones, 
walking, driving, crossing the 
street, at the dinner table, and 
just about everywhere.  

Remember the first time 
you thought someone was 
talking to himself when he 
was really just on the phone.  
And these “private” conversa-
tions are not conducted in a 
whisper, they’re loud enough 
for everyone to share in them. 
Anyway, talking on the phone 

may be the last thing you do 
these days – it’s all about tex-
ting and taking photos.

Stephen King, the prolific 
author, wrote a story called 
“Cell.”

Its basic premise is that a 
mysterious signal to all cell 
phones worldwide turns all 
users into mindless zombie 
types.  Only those non-users 
are spared.  Look for the soon-
to-be-released motion picture 
starring John Cusack and 
Samuel L. Jackson to find 
out if there’s a happy ending.  
And, guess what, King is not a 
cell phone owner.

Many articles now appear 
about today’s lack of personal 
contact and communication, 
and there are even therapists 
who will try to cure you of the 
addiction to your devices.

I call a lot of cell phone 
numbers from my law office.  
Most of the time it goes into 
voice mail, and I’ll be fortu-
nate to get a return call in a 
day or two.  On the other hand, 
I don’t have a cell phone, but I 
am very reachable.  Try me.

Contact Ron Hellman at rb-
hofc@gmail.com

Curtain up means cellular phones down
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Nick Silvestri, of Seaford, speaks during a news conference outside 
the Booth Theater where earlier in the month he had to be pulled off 
the stage by ushers moments before the play “Hand to God” started 
when he tried to charge his cell phone on a dummy outlet. 

AP Photo/Mark Kennedy/File
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BY MERLE EXIT

If you cannot make it to 
Lincoln Center this summer, 
you are in luck as Manhat-
tan’s premier performing arts 
facility is heading to Queens 
— sort of. 

Beginning Aug. 4, and con-
tinuing each Tuesday through 
the month, Lincoln Center Lo-
cal Screenings will stream vid-
eos of previous performances 
on a giant outdoor screen at 
Queens Theatre in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. 

“At present, there are just 
over 30 options of past perfor-
mance arts events that we of-
fer in the Lincoln Center Lo-
cal: Free Screenings series,” 
Eric Gewirtz, associate direc-
tor of public relations at Lin-
coln Center, said. “They range 
from classical, to world music, 
to theater, to jazz, and more. 
Queens Theatre is the only 
outdoor venue in New York 
City to present these events.”

Showings include “Sweeney 
Todd: The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street” with Bryn Ter-
fel, Emma Thompson and the 

New York Philharmonic Aug. 
4; violin trio the Villalobos 
Brothers Aug. 11; a 2013 con-
cert featuring Yo-Yo Ma with 
the philharmonic Aug.18; and 
the 2012 Richard Tucker Opera 
Gala featuring some of opera’s 

leading voices Aug. 25. 
Queens Theatre Marketing 

Manager Thibault Courtois 
approached Lincoln Center 
Education about bringing the 
program to Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. 

“With several showings to 
choose from I selected these 
particular movies to portray 
the diversity of the borough,” 
Courtois said.

The Villalobos Brothers, for 
instance, have been acclaimed 

as one of today’s leading con-
temporary Mexican ensem-
bles. Their original composi-
tions and arrangements blend 
and celebrate the richness of 
Mexican folk music with the 
intricate harmonies of jazz 
and classical music, Courtois 
said.

The free screenings begin 
at 8 pm, and audiences are 
encouraged to bring chairs, 
blankets and picnic baskets. 

And if the weather does not 
cooperate, the screenings will 
be moved inside the theater, 
Courtois said. 

The March 2014 New York Philharmonic performance of Stephen Sondheim's "Sweeney Todd" with Bryn Terfel 
and Emma Thompson at Avery Fisher Hall will be shown as part of Lincoln Center Local Screenings at the 
Queens Theatre.  Photo courtesy Chris Lee

Lincoln Center brings the show to borough
Past performances screened in Flushing Meadows Corona Park throughout August

IF YOU GO
Lincoln Center Local 
Screenings

When: Tuesdays Aug. 4 to 
Aug. 25, at 8 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: queenstheatre.org 
or lincolncenter.org/local

Superb Spanish and 
Continental Cuisine

Open For Lunch and Dinner
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FREE PARKING

RESTAURANT

Wednesday, July 29th

LIVE FLAMENCO  
MUSIC & DANCE

Flamenco  
Dinner Show

Sunday through Thursday

SUMMER  
PRE FIXE MENU 

 3 Course Dinner 
$23.95

Let Marbella 

CATER YOUR 
NEXT BBQ
Take Out Trays 

Available

Choice Summer Dates 
Available 

ON PREMISE 
EVENTS & 
CATERING

Up to 300 Guests

718-423-0100 · 220-33 Northern Blvd · marbella-restaurant.com

CALL NOW!  
718-423-0100

www.flamencoysol.com
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Memoriesare made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363

FOLLOW US ON

$5BUCK
LUNCH

NEW
INCLUDES
DESSERT!

Upgrade your sundae to a small Blizzard for $1
Only at participating DQ locations. 

DQ CORONA

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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EVENTS

Thunderbird American 
Indian Mid-Summer 
PowWow — More than 
40 Indian nations are 
represented at this 
three-day Native American 
dance competition. Native 
American art, crafts and 
jewelry along with food will 
be available.
When: Friday, July 24 to 
Sunday, July 26
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: Adults $10/per day, 
$15/weekend; Children 12 
and younger $5/per day, $7/
weekend
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.
org

Taste the World: Botanical 
Brew Fest — Sample 
craft beers from local and 
international breweries at 
the second annual event. 
Admission, for ages 21-plus, 

includes live music and food. 
When: Saturday, July 25, 
from noon - 7 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $35/at qbqbrewfest.
eventbrite.com, $50/at the gate
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

MUSIC

Yesterday & Today: A 
Beatles Tribute — Celebrate 
the Fab 4 with this musical 
tribute. 
When: Sunday, July 26, at 
5 pm
Where: Joseph P. Addabbo 
Memorial Park, Tudor Park, 
Ozone Park
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

80s Tribute Night — As part 
of the Juniper Valley Park 
Summer Concert Series, tribute 
band White Wedding performs.
When: Tuesday, July 28, at 7 pm

Where: Juniper Valley Park, 
80th Street entrance, Middle 
Village
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 651-5865
Website: www.junipercivic.
com

The Bronx Wanderers — 
This concert features the 
popular tunes from the ’50s, 
’60s and ’70s.
When: Thursday, July 30, at 
7:30 pm
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven Boulevard and 
Forest Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Waterfront Concert Series 
— Central Astoria Local 
Development Coalition Inc. 
presents its 2015 weekly 
concert series. 
When: Thursdays, Through 
Aug. 13, at 7:30 pm
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Shore Boulevard between Hell 
Gate Bridge and the Pool
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: www.
centralastoria.org

Warm Up 2015 — The 
museum is celebrating the 
18th season of its outdoor 
music series, which brings 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Jul. 24-30, 2015

By Bill Deasy

Fine Feathered Friends
Across
1. Native American 
pole
6. "When I Was ___" 
("HMS Pinafore" song)
10. Authority at home
13. Ebony's partner
14. "M*A*S*H" 
character
16. Sod buster
17. Pirate's pet desert
19. Org. for Ginsburg 
and Thomas
20. Grabs some z's
21. He wrote The 
Praise of Folly
23. Lever 2000 
competitor
25. "The ___ McCoy"
26. It doesn't go full 
circle
29. Spheres of interest
32. Old Icelandic saga
34. Anthony who 
married J. Lo
36. Morton product
37. Word after 
stinking
39. Secret target?
40. ___'easter
41. Bad spots for 
teens?
42. Flightless New 
Zealanders
44. Transitional word
46. Record problem
47. Stevie Wonder's 
'___ She Lovely'
48. Camel lot?
50. "Game, ___, 
match!"
51. Like a fine Merlot
53. Religious schism

55. Fished like a 
caveman
58. Put the pressure 
on
62. Beverage 
measured in spots?
63. Anti-war mail
65. Row boat need
66. Sugar partner, in 
a verse
67. Unsavory one
68. "Little Giant" Mel
69. ___ gin fizz
70. Roots author Alex

Down
1. Waiters' rewards
2. Office for Obama
3. Went really fast
4. Proved to be 
human
5. Mr. Magoo's problem
6. Gallery hangings

7. Add punch to 
punch?
8. Jewish calendar 
month
9. Senegal seaport
10. Helpful moving 
birds
11. Flash ___ 
(impromptu 
gatherings)
12. Split ___ soup
15. Tend to the bird 
feeder
18. Russian royals
22. Plaid fabric
24. Wilderness home
26. Uncontrolled
27. Geometry r's
28. Birds separating
30. Hilo hello
31. Cause of some 
fractures
33. Tomorrow singer

35. Recoil in distaste
38. Stayed fresh
43. Bed and home 
attachment
45. Bro's daughter
49. Rob Roy need
52. Hints of rain
54. Tank fish
55. Center of 
government
56. Villain's forte
57. Art ___ ('20s 
style)
59. Part of an 
angler's gear
60. Prairie Indian 
tribe
61. Award presented 
by Chris Berman
62. "A Bridge ___ 
Far"
64. To Kill A 
Mockingbird author

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

AT THE ZOO
S O A P D A R I N M B A S
O N T O E N E R O E E N Y
S E A L I N G F A N N A I L
A R D E N N E S S P U R N S

C O I L C E L E B
P E C A N S S I N A T R A S
E L U T E C O A S T Y E A
S I B S C A N O E B A R N
T A B A L P E S G E N I E
S H Y S T E R S R O S T E R

H E A R A D O I T
S H O R T I P R O N O U N S
C O L E C R Y I N G W O L F
A M E S A T R E E E M A C
N E S T L E E R Y D O T S

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

the best in experimental live 
music, sound and DJs in a 
variety of genres. 
When: Saturdays through 
Sept. 5, from 3 pm - 9 pm, 
doors at noon
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $18/advance, $20/at door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.mopaps1.org

FILM

“Back to the Future” — 
Bring a blanket or low chair 
to watch this time-traveling 

comedy starring Michael J. 
Fox, shown as part of the NYC 
Park’s Arts, Culture and Fun 
series. 
When: Friday, July 24, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center, 93-29 
Queens Blvd., Rego Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 263-1163
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Musical Chairs” — To mark 
the 25th anniversary of the 
American with Disabilities Act, 
NYC Parks presents this fi lm 

about two New Yorkers drawn 
to dance even after one suffers 
an accident that leaves her 
wheelchair-bound. 
When: Sunday, July 26, at 
2 pm
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center, 131-40 Fowler Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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only at

Seasonal Fresh Fruit
Rustic Potato Hash

House Made Granola & Local Yogurt
Applewood Smoked Bacon

All Natural Chorizo
Two Hudson Valley Farm Eggs Any Style

Scratch W.T.F. Buttermilk Biscuits. 3 ea.
Local honey & cultured butter

Black Pepper & Jack Cheese Crustin. 3 ea.
Smokey & spicy cream cheese

House Made Ricotta Jar. 10
Local honey drizzle, thyme, toasted almonds, grilled walnut bread

House Smoked Salmon. 16
Everything bagel chips, lemon crème fraiche, crispy capers, pickled bermuda 

onions, tomato jam

O.M.G. Short Rib Hash. 16
Crispy red bliss potatoes, short ribs, smoked onions, gruyere, Hudson Valley 

farm egg, fresh salsa

S.M.H. Chicken & The Egg. 19
Buttermilk fried Burning Hearts farm chicken, slow cooked bacon wrapped 

Hudson Valley farm egg, chipotle emulsion, Texas toast

V.B.G. Big Willie. 21
Grilled chorizo, crispy pork-belly, spicy black beans, Hudson Valley farm egg, 

avocado, frites

Baked Eggs Ranchero. 14
Hudson Valley farm eggs, chorizo, grilled jalapeño, cilantro, fi re roasted tomato, 

Oaxaca cheese

B.Y.O. Omelet. 13
Hudson valley farm eggs served with choice of four vegetables and cheeses

T.G.I.S. Eggs Benedict. 14/18/20
Poached Hudson Valley farm egg, creamy spinach, toasted English muffi n, 

hollandaise choice of: ham/crabcake/steak

The Big Jack. 18
USDA prime burger, hand selected dry aged cuts, petite greens & french fries

B.F.F. Steak & Eggs. 24
Dry aged NY Strip, Hudson Valley farm eggs, rustic hash, salsa verde, herb salad

French Toast Bread Pudding Skillet. 15
Cinnamon, vanilla, local honey, brioche, cider & warm maple syrup

Lemon & Mascarpone Pancakes. 14
Scratch made pancakes, mascarpone-honey butter, lemon zest, warm local maple syrup

BRUNCH

A Little Something for the TableA Little Something for the Table

Farm, Pasture, GardenFarm, Pasture, Garden

On The Side 5 ea.On The Side 5 ea.

WESTSIDE
440 Ninth Ave.
 NY, NY 10001
(212) 244-0005

BAYSIDE
39-40 Bell Blvd.

 Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 229-1100

MIDTOWN
44 West 56th St.
NY, NY 10019
(212) 245-1550

www.UncleJacks.com

“The Big Red”
Special Handcrafted

Bloody Mary 20

Bellini 5 ea.   Mimosa 5 ea.
Bloody Mary 5 ea.

(12 – 3pm)

Saturday Brunch: 12–4 ~ Sunday Brunch: 11–3

Experience the 
Hippest Handcrafted 
Brunch in New York

Experience the 
Hippest Handcrafted 
Brunch in New York
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lively immigrant community. 
While attending LaGuardia 
High School, her musical pas-
sion blossomed, then turned 
into a serious pursuit during 
college.

And it was Rowboat’s stint 
as one of the Top 5 Queens 
finalists, performing at The 
Greene Space’s 2014 Ultimate 
Battle of the Boroughs bands 
that helped propel her music 
forward. Although she didn’t 
win the battle, she said her ex-
perience was “awesome.”

While creating “I Woke,” 
Rowboat said she felt a part 
of a world that’s very reluc-
tant to connect in a genuine 
way because of social media. 
“We do not connect feelings. 
We’re a generation that relies 
heavily on acronyms and im-
ages. We’re able to express 
ourselves with facades and 
filters that the generations 
before weren’t afforded. For 

better or worse, they were 
forced to be transparent,” 
she said. “I feel a part of that 
shift. This album is trying to 
remedy that disconnect. It’s 
my effort to be transparent, 
in hopes that it would speak 
to someone feeling detached 
or inadequate.”  

Rowboat’s tunes range 
from the spiritual (“Mirrors”), 
to the mundane — in “Camera 
Song,” she sings about a Can-
on 7D camera that was stolen 
from her car —  to the tragic. 

She wrote “Bodies” after read-
ing about the suicide of a col-
lege student. 

“I think it’s important to 
talk about the empty. To know 
there’s always a way around 
it,” she said. “It’s important to 
feel vulnerable, but it’s rarely 
allowed in the social media 
world we live in.”

Rowboat expects to have 
her album ready for an August 
release, which will be followed 
by an East Coast tour in the 
fall. 

So, what’s the meaning be-
hind her unusual name? 

“Rowboat comes from this 
idea of separating and keep-
ing things I wrote somewhere 

apart from myself. There are 
some irreparably dark places 
to draw from when writing, 
and it helps with that idea,” 
she said. “It’s a pretty vulner-
able and startling feeling to 
write and play in an honest 
way. So, I keep those words 
and feelings in a rowboat, and 
share them from there.” 

Continued from Page 37 

Folk singer Jessica Rowboat lives in Richmond Hill.  Photo courtesy Jessica Rowboat

IF YOU GO
Jessica Rowboat at Queens 
Lit Fest at LIC Bar

When: Saturday, Aug. 1
Where: 45-58 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 786-5400
Website: www.licbar.com

RICHMOND HILL 

FOLKFOLK
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Bayside is now home to a 
new game that has grown in 
popularity in Manhattan in 
the past few years: the escape 
room.

Players, whether a family, 
a group of friends or a set of 
complete strangers, are given 
a set amount of time to solve a 
conundrum. 

Locked in a room, they 
have no choice but to try to 
work together to figure it out 
before they can escape. 

“When you know you can-
not get out, it immediately ups 
the anxiety level,” co-owner 
Chris Purcell said. “But often, 
groups of strangers are the 
best at solving the problems, 
because they each come from 
different perspectives. Fami-
lies might all be on the same 
level and think similarly, but 
when there are several dif-
ferent people with different 
backgrounds and sets of skills, 
they just take five minutes to 
test each other out, and work 
together to test all aspects of 
the puzzle.”

After experiencing the 
game for the first time in 
March, Purcell, his wife Janice 
Galizia and her sister Lauren 
Galizia thought the enigmatic, 
suspenseful puzzles would be 
something many Queens resi-
dents would come to if it were 
right in their backyard.

Challenge Escape Rooms, 
40-18 Bell Blvd., currently 
offers two different escape 

rooms for a couple of unique 
challenges. 

“The unsolved case” gives 
players 60 minutes to come up 
with the evidence to convict a 
criminal suspect before they 

are set free in society. And 
“the virus” requires players 
to determine the antidote for a 
virus that will completely con-
sume them if they do not do so 
within 60 minutes.

“Of course, collabora-
tion is an important skill to 
have,” Lauren Galizia said. 
“We have been contacted by 
a few schools and businesses 
that want to come in to use 
the games as team-building 
exercises. It’s really great for 
the professional environment, 
and is a truly eye-opening ex-
perience. Working together to 
solve the puzzle in front of you 
is all about getting through 
your own frustrations with 
each other.”

Purcell and Galazia said 
they are in the process of 
changing over one of the 
rooms for a game appropriate 
for Halloween. They want to 
change the games every four 
or five months to keep cus-
tomers coming back, but they 
said they would always keep 
the themes age- and family-
friendly.

The room is locked for each 
group of players until the puz-

zle is complete, but staff mem-
bers monitor the room through 
audio and video monitors.

The maximum number of 
people taken into a game at a 
time is 10. The Escape Rooms 
are mostly open for scheduling 
Thursday and Friday evenings 
and weekends, by appointment 
only. But people can book a 
game at least two hours in ad-
vance.

Tickets are $28 per person, 
and $25 per person for groups 
of eight to 10 people. Rooms are 
appropriate and challenging 
for all ages.

For more information, call 
(516) 888-0202, or visit www.
challengeescaperooms.com to 
book a game.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 

G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 

word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 

a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month

Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Janice Galizia, (l.), and Chris Purcell open Challenge Escape Rooms on 
Bell Boulevard in Bayside. Courtesy of Challenge Escape Rooms

Venture makes customers think

Challenge Escape Rooms, now open in Bayside, give customers a chance 
to explore team-building challenges in solving time-limited puzzles. 

Courtesy of Challenge Escape Rooms

Bayside’s Challenge Escape Rooms turns evening into Hollywood-thriller experience
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complimentary shuttle to and 
from LaGuardia, we also have 
a fitness center and a meeting 
room available for business. 
We also have complimentary 
WiFi, although that’s pretty 
much required in this day.”

With rooms starting at 
$159 per night the hotel offers 
rooms at less than half the cost 
of rooms in Manhattan.   In 
2013 the average hotel rate was 
$290, according to NYC Sta-
tistics and it’s a driving force 
behind an unprecedented five-
year building boom expected 
to add another 50 hotels in the 
borough by 2019.

“In the ‘70s and ‘80s New 
York City averaged 10 million 
visitors a year,” Queens Tour-
ism Council President Rob 
MacKay said. “Last year we 
had almost 57 million tourists 
alone. The folks at Best West-
ern do their research, they 
know what they’re doing by 
putting a hotel in Corona. My 
prediction is they’ll be at ca-
pacity very shortly.”

MacKay spends a lot of time 
showing foreign tourism writ-
ers around the borough. 

“All of these people are 
flying in to Queens and now 
they are staying in Queens,” 
he said. “It seems like the 
whole world wants to come 
here. These hotel companies 
are riding a wave as tourism 

and hospitality are booming. 
I’m predicting Best Western 
Plus will do very well with 
business travelers, long-stay 
visitors who want cheaper op-
tions than Manhattan hotels, 
and don’t forget its proximity 
to Flushing and the ever grow-
ing Chinese market.”

The hotel’s success will 
help Corona as well. 

“We already have 16 full-
time staff and all are within 
walking distance,” Anup said. 
“It helps us be a part of the 
community and they can all 
get here when it snows.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

complex, with its 2,000 units, 
is set to begin contruction 
this fall. Construction on As-
toria Cove will follow, with 
another 1,700 apartments. 

Each complex will include 
supermarkets, retail and 
banks. On Point Security will 
be ready to provide services 
for each business.

Astoria resident Kyle 
Jerry, 26, was one of the first 
hired by On Point Security. 

“It’s an opportunity, a 
great opportunity and I ap-
preciate it,” he said. “Now we 
have to do the hard work and 
train to become the owners.”

Claudia Coger, the presi-
dent of the Astoria Houses, 
believes the launch of On 
Point Security is the best 
thing to happen at the Asto-
ria Houses after “three de-
cades of neglect.

“This was deserted 
ground, closed off for many 
years until Urban Upbound 
opened here 10 1/2 years ago,” 
she said. “Now we’re going 
to heal from the inside out. 
We’ll keep our money in our 
community. There’s a divine 
movement here at Astoria 
Houses and we know that to-
morrow is going to be greater 
than today.”

national Union’s Local 32BJ, 
which seeks to represent the 
workers.

“Over the last year airport 
workers have come together 
with other low-wage workers 
in the fight for $15 (an hour),” 
the statement said. “While 
the airlines have been mak-
ing record profits and the Port 
Authority has approved bil-
lions of dollars to modernize 
LaGuardia Airport, the air-
port workers who make these 
profits possible are struggling 
to survive. For Aviation Safe-
guard’s airport workers, their 
demands for better treatment 
has been met with illegal re-
pression.” 

Aviation Safeguard’s par-

ent company, Command Secu-
rity, disputes the allegations 
that workers are stopped from 
wearing union buttons and 
it threatened to fire them for 
striking. CEO Craig Coy be-
lieves his company is being 
unfairly maligned.

“These charges are not 
true,” Coy said in February, 
the last time airport workers 
went on strike. “We are con-
sistently pro-employee, we 
support them in every way 
possible.”

The Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey, which 
operates both JFK and La-
Guardia, says it “has taken 
steps to encourage wage and 
benefit increases for employ-
ees of airline contractors at 
its airports, and will work to 
avoid disruptions of airline 
operations at PA airports.”

The workers have plenty of 
support from the City Council, 
including Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito and Majority 
Leader Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), among others.

“JFK Airport is the larg-
est employer in the southeast 
Queens community, so it is 
imperative that all airlines 
and subcontractors treat their 
employees with dignity under 
the law and provide respect-
able wages and benefits,” 
Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton) said. “All 
employees should have the op-
portunity to earn a wage that 
allows them to climb out of 
poverty and provide for them-
selves and their family.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Rise to Thrive, RushCard’s 
community outreach initia-
tive. 

In New York, LIFE Camp, 
a South Jamaica-based an-
ti-violence program, was 
awarded the grant for its ef-
forts to reduce and de-esca-
late violent incidents in south 
Queens. 

“The police are here for 
us. As much as we like to talk 
about police sensitivity—I 
like to talk about community 
sensitivity,” Simmons told 
the gathering of campers be-
tween the ages of 8 -17 years 
old from all across south 
Queens. 

Simmons, a practitioner 
of jivamukti yoga for almost 
two decades, asked campers 
to quiet down, close their 
eyes and meditate for several 
minutes while repeating a 
mantra in the silent basket-
ball court. 

“A quiet mind gives us 
much better results, your 
judgment gets better, and 
then you realize whatever 
was troubling you goes away 
after a 20-minute meditation,” 
Simmons said. He pointed 
out that a child’s environ-
ment did not matter because 
meditation works anywhere 
and for anyone. 

Though the young people 
at the event tried to calm their 
minds, just a few miles away 
Rochdale Village has been 
experiencing an increase in 
violent incidents, including 
one shooting death. Founder 
of LIFE Camp Erica Ford said 
it was the next target area for 
her organization. 

“We have young people 
who are hurt and angry. We 
have older people who are 
paid to keep people safe who 

are hurt and hungry. Tools 
like these help transform,” 
Ford said. “The reason we 
came here to the Rochdale 
area is because over the last 
couple of months we have had 
five people die in this area. 
One just happened a couple of 
weeks ago.”

According to the latest 
statistics from the 113th Pre-
cinct, which has jurisdiction 
over Rochdale Village, there 
has been a 33 percent rise in 
murders, eight murders to 
date this year compared to 
six over the same period last 
year. Despite the rise in mur-
ders, overall crime is down 
by 19 percent. 

“What works in this com-
munity are peacekeepers just 
by our brothers and sisters, in 
orange, being on the streets. 
Just by being out there cre-
ates a culture of peace,” Ford 
said.  

Ford said volunteers in her 
organization, which chose or-
ange as a color of peace, work 
with young people to teach 
them how to resolve conflicts. 
Most of her volunteers have 
also been formerly incarcer-
ated so they have a deeper 
understanding of the tactics 
it takes to resolve problems. 
In the past, LIFE Camp has 
targeted the South Jamaica 
area, from Hillside Avenue 
and Sutphin Boulevard to 
Guy R. Brewer Boulevard to 
118th Avenue, which has had 
no shooting deaths since De-
cember. 

Simmons said organiza-
tions such as LIFE Camp 
combat the “jail culture” of 
the streets in a meaningful 
way.

 “Wearing your pants low 
because belts are not allowed 
in prison, wearing no shoe 
laces because laces are not 
allowed in prison, that’s jail 
culture,” Simmons said. 

commercial businesses, and 
residents old and young. As a 
resident and small retailer in 
LIC, I look forward to growing 
with the community and the 
BID.”

Expanding the BID re-
quires a formal public review 
process. In addition to collect-
ing ballots of support from 
tenants in the proposed sub-
district, the LIC BID will be 
holding public meetings to 
garner interest and support. 
Two public meetings were 
scheduled Wednesday, July 29, 
at 9:30 a.m. at Hunters Point 
Plaza, located at 47-40 21st St., 
and 6:30 p.m. at the New York 
Irish Center, located at 10-40 
Jackson Ave.

To then proceed, the expan-
sion enters a legislative process 
that takes nine to 12 months 

and involves gaining approval 
of the City Planning Commis-
sion, Community Board 2, the 
borough president, the City 
Council, the mayor and the 
state comptroller.

“The LIC BID’s proposed 
expansion area incorporates 
Long Island City’s emerging 
businesses as well as new in-
dustrial and manufacturing 
sectors that have an opportu-
nity to gain access to valuable 
business services, market-
ing tools and enhanced street 
cleaning maintenance that are 
helping businesses thrive,” 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 

A typical Vernon Boulevard 
mixed-use property with 25-
foot linear frontage would pay 
about $510 annually, according 
to the LICP. Wholly residential 
properties would be charged a 
nominal $1 assessment while 
religious institutions and non-
profits are exempt.

Paula Kirby, the managing 
director at Plaxall, a company 
that has been located in LIC 
for more than 70 years, serves 
as co-chair of the Steering 
Committee. 

“The BID is not just about 
improving the area for small 
businesses or residents or in-
dustrial manufacturer - it is 
about creating a better envi-
ronment for all these stake-
holders,” she said. “We are ex-
cited about the prospects the 
BID allows in terms of giving 
those who work and live here 
control over neighborhood im-
provements. We are confident 
that the BID will bring posi-
tive results to local business-
es, to our tenants and to the 
neighborhood as a whole.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

LIC BID
Continued from Page 1 

Simmons

Continued from Page 9 

Continued from Page 1 

Strike

Co-op
Continued from Page 5 

Hotel



48    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, JULY 24–30, 2015 BT FT TL

GET OUT OF YOUR GM LEASE EARLY.***

SPOILYOU
WAY!EAST HILLS

let us
the

855-782-1680EAST HILLS CHEVY 
DOUGLASTON

Must present ad to receive advertised specials. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All leases subject to primary lenders approval. Must qualify for Tier 1 credit approval. Must finance 80% thru dealer. Cruze, Equinox, Malibu, Trax, Traverse 
& Impala pricing reflects credit union and educator rebates. All leases are 10k miles per year. Customer responsible for wear and tear at 25 Cents additional per mile. **Diesel and synthetic oil additional. ***Must be in GM Master Manifest list to 

qualify. Not all buyers will qualify. All pricing includes competitive lease (non GM‘99 or newer) or GM loyalty rebate. All leases require $1995 down (Cruze $995 down) $595 bank fee, plus tax, tags, dmv and dealer fees. Due at Signing (excludes tax, 
tags & fees)= Cruze $1639, Equinox $2639, Malibu $2659, Impala $2739, Traverse $2709, Trax $2659, Tahoe $3039, Camaro $2759. All rebates/incentives assigned to dealer. Pictures for illustrative purposes only. Not valid on prior deals. No two 

offers can be combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for complete details. Douglaston dmv# 7105766, dca# 1279637. Offers expires 7/26/15.

2015 CHEVROLET
CRUZE LS

Stk# S0342, Reference #17344, 
Auto, 1.8L Turbo, PW/PL, 

Bluetooth, XM Radio, Remote 
Keyless Entry, Traction Control

MSRP $19,695
LEASE FOR

$49
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$14,969
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX LT

Stk# S0841, Reference #17346, 
Auto, 2.4L V4, Power Drivers 
Seat, Remote Start, Back Up 

Camera, Tinted Glass, Roof  Rack, 
Bluetooth, MSRP $28,370

LEASE FOR

$49
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$21,259
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
MALIBU LS

Stk# S1047, Reference #17358, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, Remote Start, 

Bluetooth, Remote Keyless Entry, 
Cruise Control, 10 Airbags

MSRP $23,840
LEASE FOR

$69
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$18,249
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAX LT

Stk#S0849, Reference # 17351, 
Auto, 1.4L Turbo, Aluminum 

Wheels, Tinted glass, Remote Start, 
Cruise, Rear Camera 10 Airbags

MSRP $23,900
LEASE FOR

$69
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$18,949
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE
AWD LS

Stk# N151552, Reference 
#17360, Auto, 3.6L V6, 8 Way 
Power Drivers Seat, Bluetooth, 

Back Up Camera, MSRP $34,420LEASE FOR

$119
PER MO.

24 MOS.

$28,129
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
IMPALA LS

Stk# S0358, Reference #17359, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, Rear Park Assist, 
Bluetooth, Remote Keyless Entry, 

10 Air Bags, Cruise
MSRP $28,455

LEASE FOR

$149
PER MO.

39 MOS.

$20,999
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
CAMARO LS

Stk# N15511, Reference 
#35574, 6 Speed Manual, 

3.6L V6, 323HP, Bluetooth, 18” 
Aluminum Wheels, A/C

MSRP $25,005
LEASE FOR

$169
PER MO.

39 MOS.

$21,495
SALE PRICE

2015 CHEVROLET
TAHOE LS 4X4

Stk# N151661, Reference 
#35578, Auto, 5.3L V8, 4x4, 20” 
Wheels, Cloth Front Bench, Rear 
Park Assist, Bluetooth, Power 

Seats, Remote Start, Rear Camera
MSRP $50,495LEASE FOR

$449
PER MO.

39 MOS.

$46,995
SALE PRICE

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

Auto Rewards Earnings 
Program 
Up To $5,000 Vehicle Discount - For 
You, Friends or Family.

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want.**

Members-Only Parts & 
Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

FREE NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

FREE Service Loaner 
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

FREE Drop-Off Valet 
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

FREE Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

FREE Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

FREE Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

FREE Gift Certificate 
Rewards 
Your Achievements Unlock Gifts.

FREE Lost Key Return 
Service 
Keeping You Worry-Free & Hassle-Free.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH PURCHASE:

And Much More!

EXCLUSIVE

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

OR

WITH
$0 DOWN

$89PER
MO.

72 HOUR SALE!
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Ahmed Bah has another 
place to call home.

The former Holy Cross 
wide receiver and Clinton 
Hills native has returned to 
Brooklyn for his senior sea-
son. The 6-foot-4, 185-pound  
Rutgers commit transferred 
to Holy Cross from Xaver-
ian after his freshman year 
and is now at Grand Street 
for his senior season after 
two years with the Knights. 
Last year was his first at the 
varsity level. Paying to go to 
Holy Cross became tougher, 
according to Bah. 

“My parents couldn’t af-
ford the tuition after a while,” 
Bah said. “I always wanted to 
come here. I was comfortable 
with the players, so I made 
the decision to come here and 
play with my friends.”

Bah was a productive 
player for Holy Cross last sea-
son and one of its top receiv-
ers alongside Paul Yodice. He 
had 23 catches for 387 yards 
and six touchdowns in nine 
games and became the team’s 
deep threat. He expects to see 
even more balls come his way 
in a pass-first Grand Street 
attack. The Wolves reached 
the PSAL City Conference 
semifinals for the first time 
in program history.

“They have me running 

different routes, playing in-
side, playing slot,” Bah said. 
“I was always used to playing 
outside.”

Playing alongside fellow 
Rutgers-bound receiver Tay-
sir Mack will make life a lit-
tle easier on him. Mack will 
likely get the bulk of the de-
fensive attention, giving Bah 
more of a chance to operate. 
Learning the Wolves system 
didn’t come easy, but Bah 
feels much more comfortable 
now. “He’s adjusted quickly,” 
Grand Street coach Bruce 
Eugene said. 

He will have a different 
school next season as well 
when he heads to Rutgers 
to play in the Big Ten. The 
Scarlet Knights offered him 
a scholarship as a sophomore 
and he built a strong bond 
with the coaches, especially 
receivers coach Anthony 
Campanile. Bah is also close 
with former Erasmus Hall 
star and Rutgers linebacker 
Deonte Roberts. “He was a 
big part of me going there 
too,” Bah said of Roberts. 

But before he heads to Rut-
gers, Bah is looking forward 
to winning games alongisde 
Mack.

“If they double team one 
of us, somebody is going to 
be wide open,” Bah said. 
“It makes it harder for the 
 defense.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Rawle Alkins is quickly 
learning what a headache hav-
ing to pick both a prep school 
and college can be.

“I’m going to have to make 
two really big decisions,” 
Alkins said. 

The former Christ the King 
star is one of the most highly 
recruited boys’ basketball 
prospects in the country. He is 
now getting phone calls from 
prep school coaches along 
with college ones. The surge 
came after Alkins announced 
he would not officially seek a 
fifth year of eligibility from 
the CHSAA to return to Mid-
dle Village next season. The 
Canarsie native’s phone is con-
stantly getting calls and texts.

“It’s crazy,” Alkins said. 
“As soon as I made that an-
nouncement every single prep 
school you could imagine was 
calling my phone. It’s like dou-
ble trouble now. I should have 
a phone for colleges and prep 
schools and a phone for me.” 

Alkins admitted to not even 
checking his phone sometimes. 
Schools like St. John’s, Ken-
tucky, Louisville or Indiana 
could be calling five minutes 
apart. He hasn’t put a timetable 
on when he will choose where 
he will play his senior season. 
He does have plans laid out for 
his college choice.

The 6-foot-4 Alkins, the 
No. 15 ranked prospect in the 
country by Rivals, expects to 
narrow his list down to five 
in the spring and pick a school 
shortly after that in the late 
spring. He is in no rush, un-
derstanding the decision has a 
long-term impact on his career 
and his overall future. 

“I just don’t want to hurry 
up and commit and get these 
colleges off my back,” Alkins 
said. “At the end of the day it 
is the biggest decision of my 
life.”

It hasn’t taken his focus 
away from basketball. Alkins, 
who recently picked up an of-
fer from North Carolina, had 
all three St. John’s coaches, in-

cluding head man Chris Mull-
in, watching him at the Adidas 
Uprising All-American Camp 
last week.

Alkins and his Rens travel 
team won the Adidas Upris-
ing Gauntlet championship in 
early July. He looked good on 
the opening day of the Adidas 
Uprising All-American camp 
July 15 at LIU Post. He hit 
3-pointers with ease, showed 
off a step back jumper and had 
a thunderous one-handed slam 
in the lane in the early contest. 
Alkins dropped 24 points and 
dished out eight assists in the 
event’s all-star game at Rucker 
Park the next night. 

“I’m always in the gym 
working out, Alkins said. “Col-
leges they are always going to 
be there.” 

He has to deal with his 
short-term future first before 
he can start thinking long-
term. 

“Before I attend college 
and prepare to take my visits 
I have to find a prep school,” 
Alkins said. 

On the move: Christ the King standout Rawle Alkins (c.) has some big decisions ahead of him.  
Photo courtey of Adidas

Holy Cross standout Ahmed Bah is transferring to a Brooklyn high 
school because of the high cost of the Bayside parochial school.  

Photo courtesy of Grand Street

Alkins faces choices
Prep school, college picks in CK star’s near future 

Former Cross player 
goes to Grand Street
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SPORTS

WE HAVE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

1.9%
PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED SALES

EVENT!

$AVEBIG BUCKS NOW
DURING OUR...

            Hunting for a Good Deal? 

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

3K MILES #22100T

$19,995

2013 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

25K MILES #22062T

$31,995

2012 TOYOTA SIENNA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

26K MILES #21505

$28,995

2010 TOYOTA VENZA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #21711

$17,995

2011 TOYOTA PRIUS
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

62K MILES #22322T

$14,995

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF.,

AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 6K MILES #22155

$13,995

2004 TOYOTA CELICA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

69K MILES #22458T

$10,995

2009 TOYOTA CAMRY
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

39K MILES #2009

$12,995

2014 TOYOTA AVALON HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

13K MILES #21315T

$29,995

2013 TOYOTA AVALON HYBRID 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

37K MILES #21681T

$23,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT,  AM/FM, CD, 

44K MILES #22344T

$10,995

2010 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

45K MILES #22271T

$23,995
MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 

ALL OFFERS END 5/19/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE

...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED
CALL LIZ @ 718-445-2525

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED
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 Look No Further...Great Deals in Sight!

www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525

2010 SCION TC
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

26K MILES #22055T

$9,995

2010 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #22245T

$29,995

2012 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4WD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

94K MILES #22290T

$28,995

2013 TOYOTA FR-S
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

21K MILES #22478T

$16,995

2008 TOYOTA SOLARA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

32K MILES #22053T

$7,995

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY  
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

63K MILES #22388T

$8,995

2004 TOYOTA COROLLA  
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

79K MILES #22318T

$6,995

2012 TOYOTA SIENNA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

50K MILES #22449T

$17,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

#22345

$22,995

2013 HYUNDAI GENESIS
AUTO, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #22442T

$17,995

2013 FORD FUSION 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

26K MILES #22441T

$16,995

2012 NISSAN ROGUE 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

26K MILES #22440T

$17,995

WE WANT YOUR

TRADE!
FREE Portable Navigation 

with Purchase

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

One of Christ the King’s 
greatest players was voted 
among the WNBA’s brightest 
stars.

Royals alum and New York 
Liberty center Tina Charles 
was named a starter to the 
league’s all-star game last 
week. It is her fourth WNBA 
All-Star Game appearance 
and her first in the starting 
lineup since 2011. The Jamai-
ca native will represent her 
city when her East team meets 
the West at the Mohegan Sun 
Arena Saturday at 3:30 p.m. 
The game will be broadcast 
live on ABC.

“I think it’s a blessing,” 
Charles said. “To become a 
starter, that means that people 
voted, they recognize your 
game, what you do for your 
team, and who you are as a 
person, how you are in the 
community. To be named an 
All-Star starter again is pretty 
great.”

Charles is fifth in the 
league in scoring this year at 
17.4 points per contest, includ-
ing four 20-point games. She is 
also fifth in the WNBA with 
9.0 rebounds per game. The 
former UConn Huskie has also 
posted five double-doubles this 
season. 

She recently scored the 
3,000th point of her career 
and is the 10th fastest player 

in league history to reach the 
milestone. She also has 1,837 
rebounds in her six years in 
the WNBA.

The Liberty are currently 
at the top of the Eastern Con-
ference, several games ahead 
of Connecticut, Charles’ old 
squad. Her second season in 
New York has been better 
than her first, when the Lib-
erty went 15-19 and missed 
the playoffs. This season, New 
York appears to be headed for a 
postseason bid behind Charles 
and an improved supporting 
cast.  

“Obviously, Tina has been 
our main weapon this season,” 
said New York Liberty head 
coach Bill Laimbeer. “I think 
she is playing at a high level. 
She overcame some adversity 
during a small stretch in the 
beginning of the year, and is 
playing really well.”

Charles won consecutive 
undefeated national champi-
onships in 2005 and 2006 at 
Christ the King. Both seasons 
included state Federation 
Class AA crowns. She was the 
consensus pick as the Women’s 
Basketball Coaches Associa-
tion Player of the Year in 2006.

Christ the King has an-
other alum who will be joining 
Charles at the All-Star Game. 
Sue Bird, a point guard for the 
Seattle Storm, was selected 
Tuesday as a reserve for the 
Western Conference team.  

Bringing Rawle Alkins 
to St. John’s is going to be a 
white-knuckle recruiting bat-
tle with some of the nation’s 
top programs and destina-
tions. It makes landing Alkins’ 
Rens travel ball teammate Mu-
stapha Heron that much more 
important.

The two have talked about 
what it would be like to play in 
college together despite being 
similar players. Heron called 
the two interchangeable physi-
cally. Both will do what’s best 
for them, but didn’t rule out 
that meaning being on the 
same team. 

“I think it is very realistic, 
but it is whatever is best for 
you,” Heron said. “If that is 
the best fit for both of us, then 
we’ll do that”.

Bringing Heron to Queens 
is what is best for St. John’s. 
He is a great player in his 
own right and could be a key 
to landing Alkins, the No. 15 
ranked prospect in the coun-
try by Rivals. His presence 
would soften the blow if the 
former Christ the King star 
chooses not to come.

Alkins is a 6-foot-4 small 
forward and the duo is already 
considered one of the top pairs 
in the country. Heron believes 
that they could continue that 
at the next level. St. John’s is 
the only school the two have 
in common. 

“From a physical stand-
point, the stronger we get go-
ing into college, we would be 
the strongest backcourt in col-
lege,” Heron said. 

The 6-foot-5 Connecticut 
shooting guard is the No. 19 
ranked prospect in the nation 
by Rivals and a main target 
of St. John’s coach Chris Mul-
lin and his staff. He and as-
sistants Barry Rohrssen and 
Matt Abdelmassih were all at 
the the Adidas Uprising All-
American Camp to watch him 
play last weekend. The Red 
Storm are in his final seven 
along with Alabama, Auburn, 
Mississippi State, SMU, Mar-
quette and Maryland.   

Alkins scored 24 points 
and grabbed eight rebounds 
in the Adidas Uprising all-
star game at Rucker Park last 
week. Heron had 20 points and 
11 boards. 

Heron plans on making 
his decision in late November 
as he starts his senior season 
at Sacred Heart (Conn.). St. 
John’s has a good chance of 
landing Heron because of his 
father Bryan’s close relation-
ship with Rohrssen. The two 
played professional basketball 
overseas and Rohrssen is a 
family friend.

Heron said that relation-
ship will have an impact and 
that St. John’s is a place he feels 
close to and it would be nice to 
be at home. If he is in Queens, 
Heron plans on doing his part 
to get Alkins there too.

“We will definitely be talk-
ing,” he said. “I’m going to 
support him and wish him 
luck wherever he goes and if 
we end up together that would 
be great.”

Alkins has offers from the 
likes of Kentucky, North Caro-
lina and Indiana, among oth-
ers. He downplayed the idea of 
he and Heron playing together, 
but admitted the two have dis-
cussed it.

“Me and Mustapha at the 
end of the day are going to 
have to do what’s best for us,” 
Alkins said. “He’s in the same 
position as me.”

St. John’s is pitching to him 
that he can be the king of New 
York if he lands in Jamaica. 
Making Heron part of his po-
tential court could make the 
idea of claiming that throne 
more appealing.

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Landing highly recruited guard Mustapha Heron (l.) could be a major fac-
tor in St. John's 2016 class making it big. Photo courtesy of Adidas

Tina Charles, who led Christ the King to two undefeated, national cham-
pionship seasons, is named to the WNBA East's starting All-Star team 
this weekend.    Photo by Kathy Kmonicek/AP

Landing Heron could be key 
to bringing Alkins to SJU

Charles is named 
WNBA All-Star 
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S A V I N G S  M O N T H

C O M E  C E L E B R AT E

Price includes all costs to consumer except tags, tax, title, dmv fees & $75 doc fee, bank fee, dealer fee. (1) Lease based on 10k mi per yr, 15¢ each add�l mi, Lessee resp for excess wear/tear/maint 
for qualifi ed buyers. Due at signing: Down pymt + $0 sec dep (waived by TFS) + 1st mo. pymt. Ttl pymts/Resid: ‘15 Camry: ($0 down) $6,444/$15,472; ’15 Prius: ($1,000 down) $6,804/$15,150; 
‘15 Corolla: ($800 down) $5,364/$13,026; and ’15 RAV4: ($1,500 down) $6,804/$17,199. College grad/military rebates not incl. (2) Price incl: $750(Camry); $750(Prius) Lease Bonus cash through 
Toyota Financial Services. (4) Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 2.9% - 60 months = $17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi  nanced is 1.9% - 36 months = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 months 
= $21.65; 1.9% - 60 months = $17.48 for well qualifi ed buyers. Not resp for typo errors. Photos for illus purp only. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Offers expire 3 days after pub.

WestburyToyota.comSales:
Service:

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty
 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty
 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR
for 60 Months on Select 

Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

(4)

Westbury Toyota

$179

$189 per mo /
36 mos lease

Stk#N52221, Mod#4432, 4cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks. MSRP $26,874. $1,500 Down.

(1)

New 2015 Toyota
RAV4 

LE AWD

per mo /
36 mos lease

Stk#N52730, Mod#2546, 4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c, 
AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks. MSRP $24,995

(1) (2)

New 2015 Toyota
CAMRY 

SE

$0
DOWN

per mo /
36 mos lease

Stk#N51930, Mod#1223, 4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c, 
AM/FM/CD, pwrsteer/brks/winds/lcks. MSRP $25,250. $1,000 Down.

(1) (2)

New 2015 Toyota
PRIUS 
TWO 

per mo /
36 mos lease

Stk#N52576, Mod#1864, 4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c, 
AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks. MSRP $21,010. $800 Down.

(1)

New 2015 Toyota
COROLLA  S

PLUS

$149

$189
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