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BY TOM MOMBERG

Bayside has a new look. Sever-
al new businesses now grace Bell 
Boulevard with even more on the 
way. And as the Bayside Village 
Business Improvement District 
looks for new parking solutions, 
the area known for its indepen-
dent small businesses will be 
more welcoming to both residents 
and visitors than ever before.

New to the neighborhood are 
Krave It, a sandwich and pizza 
shop; Challenge Escape Rooms, 
which offers entertaining group 
games; and Caffè Béne, a Korean-
based café chain. Coming soon 
are Rani, a vegetarian deli and 
restaurant; Sol, a new Latin-fu-
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BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds turned out 
for a hip hop fund-raising 
block party in Long Island 
City Saturday that featured 
a car show, break dancers, 
music, food and the return 
of a half dozen 5Pointz art-
ists. The event took place at 

Francesco Teoli’s Evandro 
Tech Motors, located at 
47-35 Vernon Blvd., and it 
was organized by his wife, 
Gianna Cerbone-Teoli, the 
owner of Manucatis Rus-
tica.

The block party helped 
the Long Island City 
YMCA raise nearly $25,000 

with the help of area busi-
nesses, including Douglas 
Elliman, JetBlue, CRE De-
velopment Inc., Metropolis 
International and the Eck-
stein Development Group.

“We met our goals to 
raise funds for kids and 
families who cannot af-

BY TOM MOMBERG

The recent domestic attack at 
a U.S. military installation has 
reignited the national discourse 
on gun violence and security, and 
U.S. Steve Israel (D-Melville) is 
highlighting an apparent greater 
need for security at some of the 
city’s more vulnerable spots, in-
cluding Fort Totten.

Israel was joined by several 
city leaders Monday at Fort Tot-
ten to call on the U.S. Department 
of Defense to upgrade security 
at the fort as well as at other un-
armed forts in the city. 

Since the shooting attack at 
two U.S. military installations in 
Chattanooga, Tenn. July 16, the 
Defense Department has ordered 

BY MADINA TOURE

The Queens Library said it would continue to 
search for a new president as planned and that it 
would  undertake a full review of the questionable 
expenditures she made that were uncovered in an 
audit by city Comptroller Scott Stringer.

Queens Library searches 
for its next president

Topaz was one of six 5Pointz artists cre-
ating street art and graffiti for auction to 
help raise funds for the LIC YMCA. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

Israel calls for 
security plan 

at Fort Totten

Bell Blvd. welcomes change
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5Pointz artists back in LIC

Bayside booming 
with new tenants

NATIVE NEW YORKERS

The city’s oldest Native American event, the annual Thunderbird American Powwow at the Queens County 
Farm Museum, is a social gathering of about 40 tribes for feasting and a dance competition in the farm’s apple 
orchard. Photo by Sadef Kully

Now accepting applications
for the Fall 2015 semester!

CLAIM YOUR SEAT!

Contact the Admissions Office by visiting
www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, 

or calling 718-262-2169
(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com
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is still accepting applications  
for the Fall 2015 semester!
is still accepting applications  
for the Fall 2015 semester!
WHY YORK?  
York has been ranked the  

top college in the nation for  

graduating students with  

the lowest debt.

AND 
York has The City  

University of New York’s  

outstanding programs in:

  Aviation Business  

Management 

  Occupational Therapy

  Pharmaceutical Science

  Physician Assistant Studies

CLAIM YOUR SEAT!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting 

www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or calling 718-262-2169.

Edge Academy in Woodside 
comes far in very short time

BY BILL PARRY

Edge Tae Kwon Do 
Academy sent its 19-mem-
ber traveling team to the 
National Championships 
in Austin, Texas and nine 
of them returned as nation-
al champions, winning in 
their respective categories. 
Three reached second place 
and returned to Woodside 
with silver medals.

“They came back with 
great results,” NYS Tae 
Kwon Do Federation Presi-
dent Andrew Oh said. 
“They certainly had the 
best results of all the teams 
in western Queens.”

Edge Academy opened 
just three years ago. Owner 
Sandy Arias, a Tae Kwon Do 
Master and instructor who 
was born and raised in the 
Dominican Republic and 
now lives in Astoria, spent 
eight years teaching classes 
in Woodside and Flushing. 
When he realized most of 
his students were from the 
Sunnyside-Woodside area, 
he decided to open his own 
studio in a former 99-Cents 
store on 48th Avenue three 
years ago.

At the start he had sev-
eral dozen students be-
tween the ages of 4 and 17, 
but what he lacked was 
space. 

“Sometimes it was so 

crowded I didn’t have room 
to do a proper kick,” Arias 
said.

After the first year, a 
butcher shop next door 
at 44-12 48th Ave. closed 
down, and Arias and his 
wife, Norma Hernandez, 
were approached by the 
landlord, who owned both 
properties. Chris Vrettos, 
the president of Ionian Ser-
vices LLC in Bayside, had 
an idea.

 “He came to me and 
said, ‘Sandy, you need this 
space,’” Arias recalled. “I 
couldn’t believe it. He said 
he loves what we’re doing 
for the kids, so he gave us a 
break on the rent.”

The couple moved in 
next door and many of the 
parents helped with the 
renovation of the former 
La Casa de Carne, which 
had double the space. The 
expansion took Hernandez 
by surprise. “Around here 
you’re more likely to close 
down than expand,” she 
said at the time. “It would 
have been impossible to do 
without the parents. They 
offered to do the carpentry, 
the plumbing and lighting, 
even the windows.”

Now the school is thriv-
ing, with nearly 150 stu-
dents in tae kwon do, jiu-jit-
su, judo and kickboxing for 
all ages. One 11-year-old, 

David Deriel, lives in the 
Bronx and takes the sub-
way two hours each way, 
three days a week, to train 
at the academy.

Tae Kwon Do originated 
in Korea more than 2,300 
years ago and grew popular 
in the United States when it 
was made an Olympic sport 
in 2000. Children learn sym-
metrical body exercises for 
unarmed kicks, punches, 
jumping and dodging. It de-
velops persistence and self-
discipline as well as build-
ing social and character 
skills which have a positive 
effect in the classroom.

“They are such great 
kids and that makes their 
parents happy,” Arias said. 
“They don’t get into trouble 
because they’d rather be 
here training. If you don’t 
have discipline and good 
grades, you don’t get to be 
here.”

Now Jennifer Calle, 
Sameer Chaudry, Noah 
Quinones, Anthony Garcia, 
Andy Perez, Christian Fer-
min, Taha Choudry, Alexis 
Clavijo and Alexis Ramirez 
are all national champions.

The couple’s son, 17-year-
old Matthew Madrid, has 
coached and served as 
a role model for the stu-
dents since Edge Academy 
o p e n e d . 

Edge Academy owner Sandy Arias (l.) with his traveling team at the Tae Kwon Do National 
Championships in Austin, Texas. Photo courtesy Edge Academy
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3Fast food pay hike raises questions
Queens lawmakers, workers divided over $15 hourly minimum wage for just one sector
BY MADINA TOURE

Although Queens law-
makers and employees 
praised the proposed $15 
minimum wage for fast-
food workers in the state, 
some are upset about the 
decision to leave out other 
industries.

The Fast Food Wage 
Board, appointed by Acting 
State Commissioner of La-
bor Mario Musolino, voted 
3-0 to raise the minimum 
wage for fast-food chain em-
ployees to $15 by December 
2018 in New York City and 
by July 2021 for the rest of 
the state. 

Fast-food worker Sujaya 
Roy, a cashier at Dunkin 
Donuts in Bayside who is 
studying aviation manage-
ment at York College, earns 
$9 an hour and works 40 
hours a week.

She said the new wage 
will permit her to focus on 
her studies and work less 
hours, but will hurt em-
ployers.

“Obviously it’s good for 
the employees but obvi-
ously not for the store,” Roy 

said.
John Amanatis, 45, who 

has owned the Mediterra-
nean Grill, a grilled-food 
stand on Bell and Northern 
boulevards, for 18 years, 
said he pays a woman who 
cuts lettuce for him $15 an 
hour. 

“Everyone needs at lest 
$15 an hour,” Amanatis 
said.

The minimum wage is 
currently $8.75 an hour in 
the state and will increase 
to $9 by the end of the year. 

In May, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo instructed Musoli-

no to empanel a wage board 
to investigate and make 
recommendations on an 
increase in the minimum 
wage in the fast-food indus-
try, which has chains with 
30 or more locations.

The board approved the 
recommendations Monday. 

After a 15-day public com-
ment period, Musolino can 
accept, reject or modify the 
board’s recommendations 
and file a wage order.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) said the 
decision will affect his con-
stituents in a “huge way,” 
noting that people in his 
district earn an average of 
$35,000 a year, with some 
making less.

He questioned fast-food 
restaurant owners’ con-
cerns about the decision 
hurting their bottom line, 
noting that the new mini-
mum wage will put more 
money into the economy.

But he does not expect 
the all industries to receive 
the $15 minimum wage for 
a long time.

“It will take a lot of prod-
ding and a lot of political 
will to push the minimum 
wage,” Peralta said.

People outside of the fast-
food industry say everyone 
should receive a minimum-
wage increase.

Anthony Pham, 20, who 
has been working at Caffé 
Bene in Bayside for two 

months, earned $8.25 an 
hour when he worked as a 
packager and occasional 
bus boy at the Kyoto Sushi 
restaurant at 153-11 Union 
Turnpike. 

“I think a restaurant job 
is a lot harder than a fast-
food job,” Pham said.  

Flushing resident Ga-
briel Kouloumbes, 28, a 
plumber, worked as a wait-
er at Leonard’s Palazzo in 
Great Neck from 2006 to 
2008. He earned $10 an hour 
as a waiter, along with tips. 

“I don’t think it’s right 
that it’s limited just to fast 
food,” Kouloumbes said. 

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) sponsored the Fair 
Wages Act, which calls for 
a $15 minimum wage for 
employees who work in big-
box stores, or stores with 
11 or more stores in New 
York. 

She called the recom-
mendation a good first step 
but said workers in all in-
dustries should be given 
opportunities to advance.

The state wage board’s decision to increase the minimum wage for fast food workers has been met 
with mixed reactions. 

Mural to be unveiled on Thomson Avenue Bridge
BY BILL PARRY

A major work of public 
art will be unveiled Aug. 12 
at Long Island City’s Thom-
son Avenue Bridge, between 
Skillman Avenue and 44th 
Drive, near LaGuardia 
Community College. Inter-
nationally acclaimed artist 
Mark Salinas, an 18-year 
resident of Sunnyside, spent 
the last year planning the 
execution of a 6,000-square-
foot mural, the largest 
community-made mural in 
Queens.

“We had more than 150 
volunteers take part from 
LaGuardia, International 
High School — even Citi 
Bank,” Salinas said. “It 
was a wonderful opportu-
nity for the people in Long 
Island City to take part in 

the beautification of their 
own neighborhood.”

Salinas created 7Train 
Murals in 2013, a group 
dedicated to beautifying 
vacant and vandalized pub-
lic spaces in neighborhoods 
along the No. 7 subway line, 
from Long Island City to 

Flushing. The murals are 
professionally made, site-
specific designs, enlisting 
those who live and work 
in the mural’s vicinity to 
sponsor and participate in 
a neighborhood network-
ing clean-up event. 

Salinas formed the 

group after the success of 
his Rise-n-Shine mural 
at 42nd Street and 48th 
Avenue in Sunnyside. He 
came up with the idea after 
volunteering for graffiti 
removal at a wall near his 
Arrows Up Studio on 40th 
Street.

Each time Salinas and 
fellow volunteers remedi-
ated graffiti it would be 
back just days later so he 
enlisted members of the 
Sunnyside/Woodside Boys 
& Girls Club to help out.

“My thought was if kids 
are involved in the creative 
process, their friends may 
stay away from tagging it,” 
Salinas said then. It is still 
free of graffiti more than 
two years later.

This current project, 
which wrapped up last Sat-

urday, was done in conjunc-
tion with the LIC Partner-
ship and the Department 
of Transportation’s Art 
Program.

 “The mural’s design 
is inspired by the soles of 
sneakers worn by com-
muting pedestrians  that 
speak to all the foot traf-
fic that uses the bridge to 
get to LaGuardia Commu-
nity College and the Falchi 
Building,” Salinas said. 
“The image begins bold 
and colorful at the east end 
representing the commute 
at the start of the day and 
it transitions with the rise 
and descent of the bridge’s 
architecture, into a quiet 
and camouflaged design 
representing the end of the 
day.”

Janovic Paint and Deco-

rating Centers provided 
50 gallons of paint that 
were needed to finish the 
project, one that shouldn’t 
be confused with graffiti. 
“This is bucket and paint, 
it doesn’t harm the envi-
ronment with aerosol gas,” 
Salinas said.

“A surprising num-
ber of people volunteered 
their time to complete the 
750-foot-long mural. We 
had an open call for vol-
unteers, but there were 
so many passers-by who 
enquired about the work 
and just came back to help 
the next day,” Salinas said. 
“One man said he helped 
build the bridge in 1993. He 
wanted to stay and help but 
he had a previous appoint-
ment.”

More than 150 people took part in the creation of the largest com-
munity-made mural in Queens on the Thomson Avenue Bridge in 
LIC. Photo courtesy 7Train Murals
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to

AME church rallies for 
housing, employment
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Hundreds of commu-
nity members marched 
alongside religious leaders 
through south Jamaica 
Tuesday to protest the lack 
of affordable housing for 
lower-income families and 
employment opportunities 
in southeast Queens since 
the launch of the borough 
plan to redevelop the down-
town area.

The demonstration 
started at the Greater Allen 
AME Cathedral on Merrick 
Boulevard and ended at a 
future development site on 
168th Street and Archer Av-
enue. Police from the 113th 
and 105th precincts escort-
ed marchers through south 
Jamaica. 

Marchers carried 
signs that read “Reviv-
ing Our City,” “Afford-
able Housing for All,”  and 
“Solidarity.” Attendees 
included residents; clergy 
members;  Faith in New 
York,a    Queens-based in-
terfaith federation; Christ 
Church International; and 
the Greater Allen AME 
Cathedral; District Coun-
cil 9 Painters Union; Real 
Affordability for All; and 
elected officials. 

Residents and advo-
cates said the current 
development plans follow-
ing Jamaica’s rezoning in 
2007 under the Bloomberg 
administration did not 

include benefits for local 
dwellers. The 2007 rezoned 
parts of Jamaica require 
20 percent of new housing 
units built to be affordable, 
but rally organizers said 
the affordability is priced 
at almost 1.5 times the av-
erage median income of a 
two-earner family.

“The people who make 
development decisions re-
garding these issues cannot 
be the people that benefit 
the most financially,” said 
Darnel Lyles, a Queens Vil-
lage and member of Christ 
Church International and 
Faith in New York, before 
the march began.

According to the latest 
U.S. Census figures, the 
median household income 
for Queens is an estimated 
$57,000. But organizers said 
the 2007 zoning for afford-
able housing set the median 
income over $70,000 for the 
entire borough. 

“It isn’t right that devel-
opment in our community 
would not be affordable to 
the members of the commu-
nity actually living here,” 
said Helen Broady, a Jamai-
ca resident and minister 
at the Greater Allen AME. 
Cathedral. 

When the economy 
crashed and a foreclosure 
crisis hit the area in 2008, 
much of the anticipated 
development in downtown 
Jamaica was stalled. But a 
development boom, initiat-

ed by the city and Borough 
President Melinda Katz, 
is expected to preserve or 
build 200,000 units of af-
fordable housing over 10 
years across the five bor-
oughs.  This includes the 
Jamaica Now redevelop-
ment action plan. 

The mayor’s office reit-
erated it would protect ex-
isting affordable housing, 
grant new opportunities 
for affordable apartments 
and home ownership in Ja-
maica.

 “We look forward to 
working closely with this 
community, its elected offi-
cials and all the local stake-
holders,” a spokesman for 
the mayor said. 

The Greater Allen 
AME. Rev. Andrew Wilkes 
said there are three goals: 
the first is to use faith to 
bring change, employ city 
leverage to start affordable 
housing projects and en-
sure legal protection from 
harassment and displace-
ment among tenants living 
in downtown Jamaica and 
surrounding communities. 
Organizers said Jamaica’s 
elected officials and the 
mayor’s office are aware 
of their demands and con-
cerns for their community. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

Parts of downtown Jamaica are required to make 20 percent of new housing units affordable, but ral-
ly organizers say the prices don’t meet the guidelines.  Photo by Sadef Kully
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Flushing street renamed to honor 3-year-old killed by driver
BY MADINA TOURE

 
The City Council voted to re-

name an intersection in down-
town Flushing after Allison Liao, 
a 3-year-old girl who was struck 
and killed by a driver in October 
2013. 

The  northeast corridor of 
Cherry Avenue and Main Street 
will be named “Allison Hope Liao 
Way” in memory of Liao, who was 
hit by an SUV driven by Ahmad 
Abu-Zayedeh while crossing at 
the intersection with her grand-
mother on Oct. 6, 2013. 

The official unveiling of the 
street sign will be announced at 
a future date, according to City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing), who sponsored the street 
renaming. 

“As drivers pass Allison Hope 
Liao Way, it is our hope that they 
recall her parents’ poignant ques-
tion, ‘Is it worth it? If you’re in 
a hurry and running late; if you 
are impatient because of traffic; if 
you want to send a text, or make 
a phone call; if you are distracted 
for any reason while behind the 
wheel, is it worth the life of Al-

lison Liao?’” Koo said in a state-
ment. “We all know the answer to 
these questions.”

Hsi-Pei Liao, Allison’s father, 
said his family wanted the street 
renamed not only because it is 
where she died but to represent 
where their activism started.

“For us, it’s a continuation, a 
starting point to make sure her 

story is told and to make sure to 
see more changes in the future,” 
Liao said. 

Steve Vaccaro, the family’s 
lawyer, said the sign reminds 
people of the importance of being 
responsible while driving. 

“I think it’s very significant 
that Main Street in Flushing, 
which is the center of so much life 

for Chinese Americans here, has 
this sign memorializing Allison 
Liao and what happened.”

Her death and the advocacy by 
her parents, Liao and Amy Tam, 
led to a series of citywide traf-
fic safety campaigns, including 
parts of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Vi-
sion Zero initiative. 

The Liao family helped form 
Families for Safe Streets, an ad-
vocacy group made up of families 
who lost loved ones or experi-
enced serious injuries due to traf-
fic violence. 

Laura Newman, one of the 
founding members of Make 
Queens Safer, said the Liao fam-
ily’s fortitude is “pretty astound-
ing.”

“The fact that we’re able to see 
a street named after their beloved 
daughter Allison, it doesn’t bring 
her back but at least it can serve 
as a testimony to the beautiful 
child that she was and to the trag-
ic loss they endured in support 
of the work that they’re doing,” 
Newman said. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) introduced a bill to 
increase penalties for vehicular 
homicide that passed in the Sen-

ate but not the state Assembly. 
She commended the Liao family’s 
advocacy efforts.

“They have participated with 
other parents to try to change the 
laws and I have so much respect 
for them as a result,” Stavisky 
said.

City Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest) agreed.

“Renaming this street corner 
in Allison Liao’s memory is a fit-
ting tribute to a young girl whose 
life was cut short by a reckless 
driver, but whose example in-
spired our city to take action to 
protect all who use our streets 
from suffering similar tragedies,” 
Lancman said in a statement. 

There will be a conference 
Aug. 19 in Brooklyn Supreme 
Court in a civil case against Abu-
Zayedeh, Vaccaro said. 

If no resolution is reached, a 
trial will most likely take place in 
September, he said.

Reach reporter Madina Toure 
by e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

An intersection in Flushing will be renamed in honor of a toddler who was killed 
by a driver there. Coutesy of Liao family
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No public toilet for Flushing
Dept. of Transportation says Lippman Arcade not suitable site for loo

BY MADINA TOURE

The city has scrapped 
plans to build a public pay 
toilet at Lippman Arcade 
in Flushing. 

In June 2008, the city 
Department of Transpor-
tation said Corona Plaza 
at National Street near 
Roosevelt Avenue and 
the Lippmann Arcade, 
an outdoor plaza between 
Roosevelt and 39th av-
enues, would be among 20 
locations in the city to get 
a public pay toilet as part 
of the Coordinated Street 
Furniture Franchise.

A toilet was installed at 
Corona Plaza in December 
2008 and another at Madi-
son Square Park in Man-
hattan in January 2008.

But when Cemusa 
started installing the toi-
let at Lippmann Arcade, it 
realized that underground 
conditions  prevented in-
stallation of the founda-
tion, a DOT spokesman 
said. 

Scott Sieber, director of 
communications for City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing), said Koo’s pre-
decessor, John Liu, was 
involved in the project. 

Koo only learned of the 
plan after seeing a pub-
lished report and reached 
out to the DOT, which told 
him the plan was can-
celled.  He is waiting for a 
response from the agency 
regarding criteria for the 
ideal location. 

“We needed to know 
before anything else, what 
is the criteria for building 
one of these?” Sieber said. 

The DOT spokesman 
said requirements for 
potential sites are rigor-
ous, including  access to a 
sewer, available sidewalk 
space, clearance from un-
derground barriers and 
community support. 

Each toilet has a deep 
and wide foundation, re-
quiring a large swath of 
open space below the sur-
face, the spokesman ex-
plained.

In 2006, the DOT signed 
an agreement with Cemu-
sa, a Spanish street fur-
niture company, in which 
the company would de-
sign, install and maintain 
street furniture at no cost 

to the city. In exchange, 
the city allows Cemusa to 
sell advertising space on 
the structures within spe-
cific limits. 

The toilets cost 25 cents 
for a 15-minute use win-
dow and self-clean after 
each use. Standard hours 
of operation are 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m.

Nigel Emery, Cemusa’s 
vice president of market-
ing and business develop-
ment, said the site was not 
suitable for a public pay 
toilet because of the site 
conditions, stressing that 
the DOT tells them where 
to build the toilets.

“It’s got to be close 
to a sewer,” Emery said. 
“There has to be sidewalk 
space around it so people 
can get to it and there’s all 

this stuff under the sur-
face.”

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
said she was disappointed 
that the public toilet has 
not yet been installed in 
Flushing. 

 
Although she has not 

received any calls or let-
ters regarding the Flush-
ing project, she said the 
toilet in Corona was used 
1,920 times in one 30-day 
period. 

“I haven’t had any let-
ters from anybody on that 
issue, but on the other 
hand, if there seems to be 
a need in Corona, then I 
assume there’s a need in 
Flushing,” Stavisky said. 

The city currently has public pay toilets in Madison Square Park in Manhattan and Corona Plaza 
in Queens. 
 AP

BY TOM MOMBERG

City Council Democratic 
candidate Rebecca Lynch, 
who worked as deputy com-
missioner of Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s Community Af-
fairs Office prior to launch-
ing her campaign, hired a 
registered sex offender to 
go door-to-door collecting 
signatures for her petition 
to run for city office.

Lynch is one of at least 
seven candidates who have 
petitioned to run for Mark 
Weprin’s former Council 
seat in eastern Queens this 
fall.

Richard Torres, a 41-year-
old Brooklyn man, was con-
victed in 2005 after pleading 
guilty to committing a lewd 
act on a 6-year-old boy when 
he lived in Mullins, S.C. He 
was released from prison in 
2010, according to the South 
Carolina Sex Offender Reg-
istry.

Torres was also one of 
six petitioners listed on 
Lynch’s state Board of Elec-
tions financial disclosure 
report filed in July, which 
listed a total of $660 in pay-
ments to Torres, the latest 
of which was reported July 
7.

Torres had maintained 
his innocence in the 2005 
sex crime when questioned 
about it, but said he pleaded 
guilty in taking a deal to 
avoid a harsher sentence, 
the Post reported.

“We are horrified. He 
hasn’t worked for us in 
weeks and neither has the 
person who hired him,” 
Lynch campaign spokes-
woman Sally Frank said in 
a statement.

She did not wish to com-
ment any further.

Lynch has so far been 
the biggest fund-raiser for 
the 23rd District Council 
seat, which covers Belle-
rose, Glen Oaks, Queens 
Village, Oakland Gardens 
and some smaller eastern 
Queens neighborhoods.

Endorsed by the Team-
sters Union Joint Coun-
cil 16, 32BJ of the Service 
Employees International 
Union, the Building and 
Construction Trades Coun-
cil of Greater New York 
and backed by the Work-
ing Families Party, Lynch 
reported raising a little 
more than $63,000 and so 
far spending about $6,000, 
according to the city Cam-
paign Finance Board.

RICHARD TORRES

Lynch put sex offender 
on campaign payroll
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

Citi Bike set to arrive
in LIC in a few weeks

BY BILL PARRY

Citi Bike will have its 
long-awaited rollout in 
Long Island City early in 
August, with docking sta-
tions installed at 12 loca-
tions around the neighbor-
hood. The new service is 
part of a plan announced in 
October that would double 
the size of the bike-sharing 
fleet of blue bikes on city 
streets from 6,000 to 12,000.

“This is the start of 
something big.” Mayor Bill 
de Blasio said. “Citi Bike is 
rolling into the outer bor-
oughs like never before. 
That means hundreds of 
thousands more New York-
ers will have a fast, sustain-
able, low-cost transporta-
tion option.

Long Island City was 
supposed to be part of the 
original Citi Bike roll-out 
two years ago, but Hur-
ricane Sandy destroyed 
much of the equipment that 
was stored in flooded ware-
houses. Stations will be 
established at MoMA PS1,  
the Vernon-Jackson No. 7 
subway station, the Long Is-
land City LIRR station and 
Queensboro Plaza, among 
other locations.

The Department of 
Transportation and Mo-
tivate, the company that 
runs the program, chose 
the locations based on com-
munity feedback during a 
series of public meetings. 
Long Island City is the first 
neighborhood in Queens to 
get Citi Bike. Astoria and 
Sunnyside will be included 
in the next expansion.

“The long-awaited ar-
rival of Citi Bike in Long 
Island City is great news,” 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) said. “Bike 
share will allow the people 
to enjoy our neighborhood 
in a healthy, fun way and fa-
cilitate easier travel around 
western Queens, an area in 
dire need of better mass 
transit. I am thrilled to see 
western Queens being giv-
en the opportunity to enjoy 
the benefits of Citi Bike and 
look forward to its further 
expansion into more of our 
neighborhoods.”

An annual Citi Bike 
membership costs $149 
with a daily pass available 
for $9.95. Discounted Citi 
Bike memberships are also 
available to residents of af-
fordable housing develop-
ments, while access is free 
to community-based orga-
nizations for group rides.

“Cycling in western 
Queens has become ex-
tremely popular and the 
addition of 12 new Citi Bike 
docking stations adds a 
much-needed alternative 
mode of transportation to 
an area of the borough that 
is growing and vibrant, and 
in need of transportation 
options.”

Long Island City fea-
tures five waterfront parks, 
nearly 30 arts and cultural 
institutions and venues 
and more than 150 restau-
rants, bars and other ven-
ues. A new bike lane on the 
Greenpoint Avenue Bridge 
and another on the Pulaski 
Bridge set to open by the 
end of this year will bring 

more visitors from the 
Brooklyn neighborhoods of 
Williamsburg and Green-
point, both of which are in-
cluded in the expansion.

“Increased connectiv-
ity is fundamental to the 
growth and development 
of New York City and 
I’m thrilled to learn that 
our bike-sharing system 
will be arriving in west-
ern Queens,” U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “It’s impera-
tive that we continue to 
make these types of invest-
ments to meet the needs of 
those communities with 
limited transportation op-
tions. That’s why I’ve also 
introduced my Bike to 
Work Act that would allow 
workers to use their pre-
tax commuter benefits for 
bike-share programs like 
Citi Bike.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

The Citi Bikes are coming to Long Island City in early August with 
eventual expansion to Sunnyside and Astoria.
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a review of security mea-
sures at many of the coun-
try’s 1,100 Armed Forces 
Reserves locations.

But 583 of those loca-
tions, like Fort Totten, have 
no armed security accord-
ing to Israel, a member of 
the Congressional Appro-
priations Subcommittee on 
Defense. 

Israel is calling on the 
Department of Defense 
to consider upgrading to 
armed security personnel 
at those locations during 
its review.

In addition to employing 
armed guards and install-
ing more secure infrastruc-
ture at the entrance to Fort 
Totten, Israel suggested 
the need to review photo 
identification of anyone 
driving in and out of the 
fort grounds, as well as to 
observe and monitor pedes-

trian traffic in and out of 
the fort for parks and recre-
ational use.

In addition to Fort Tot-
ten in northeast Queens, 
Fort Hamilton in south 
Brooklyn and Fort Wads-
worth in Staten Island are 
other unarmed military 
reserve bases in the city, 
which Public Advocate Le-
titia James said are vulner-
able to international and 
domestic terrorism.

“We really need to se-
cure the safety of our re-
serve bases, so we must 
call on Congress to review 
security measures in place, 
but we must also call on 
Congress to review the 
major contributor to these 
kinds of attacks, and that is 
guns,” James said.

Israel made reference to 
not only the four Marines 
and one sailor who were 
killed earlier this month 
at the Tennessee Armed 
Forces recruitment station 
and Army Reserves train-

ing center, but also to 2009 
and 2014 shootings at Fort 
Hood in Texas and the 2013 
massacre at the Washing-
ton Navy Yard

“At one time the secu-
rity was adequate, but what 
we have learned over the 
past several months and 
years is that times have 
changed,” Israel said.

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) pointed 
out that the federal govern-
ment and former Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg left the 
fort without the resources it 
needed to provide full-time 
armed security in 2009. 

He said what security 
is in place is thanks to the 
volunteer men and wom-
en of the FDNY, which is 
stationed at the 128-acre 
base along with the NYPD, 
U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. 
Army Reserves, the city 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation and the Bayside 
Historical Society.

sion cuisine spot; Sangari-
tas, a tapas restaurant and 
wine bar; The Bayside Paint 
Place, coming to the corner 
storefront that previously 
housed McDonald’s; and a 
new Greek bakery and cof-
fee shop on 38th Avenue 
and Bell Boulevard, though 
its name has yet to be deter-
mined.

Also, Taco Palace 
changed its name to Taco 
Han and is now under new 
ownership; Il Vesuvio has 
moved to a new location to 
expand, changing its name 
to Il Borgo; and Bourbon 
Street Cafe is soon to open 
a new rooftop patio.

Bell Boulevard looks 
much different than it did 
just five months ago, when 
at least a dozen vacant com-
mercial spaces lined the 
street. But Vincent Riso, 
a principal at Briarwood 
Organization, which has 
built a number of retail and 
office buildings along Bell 
Boulevard since the 1960s, 
said Bell saw a historic 
low this past winter and 
spring.

“Bell Boulevard has al-
ways been reasonably full 
in its commercial and of-
fice spaces,” Riso said. “But 

since (the 2008 recession), 
it’s been tough for many 
small businesses to rent 
or get a good start. Sud-
denly in the last six or eight 
months, people have been 
looking around, and we 
have signed a great number 
of new leases.”

Stephen Preuss, a Bay-
side real estate agent for 
Cushman and Wakefield, 
said mixed-use property 
sales and retail rent prices 
have been climbing over 
the last couple years.

Retail space in prime ar-
eas of Bell have been rent-
ing for $50 to $70 per square 
foot more recently, whereas 
they might have been rent-
ing for $30 to $40 in 2010, 
Preuss said.

Riso said the boulevard 
has been known for a great 
number of years as a “res-
taurant row,” always home 
to a plethora of options for 
eating and drinking. The 
new businesses coming to 
the area are bringing even 
more variety: some new, 
some fresh and some hip.

But Riso said the change 
is nothing short of good 
news. The scene is vibrant, 
and has a good mix of young 
people, families and long-
established residents.

“There is now more 
medical and commercial 
business than ever before,” 

Riso said. “And though I 
think Bell has always been 
a very well-used area for 
retail, it’s only going to get 
better as we employ new op-
tions for parking.”

The BID is leading the 
way for new parking alter-
natives, although no con-
crete plans have been set 
into motion yet. A recent 
study completed by the 
BID and its partners with 
discretionary funding set 
aside by Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) deter-
mined there were about 
2,500 public parking spaces 
available along the com-
mercial corridor, but the 
problem is that employees 
are taking most of the spac-
es, not customers.

The study gave a gener-
ous estimate that nearly 
1,000 more parking spaces 
would be needed, and the 
BID is getting businesses to 
pledge that employees and 
managers park away from 
work to leave public park-
ing for visitors.

The rise in demand 
for Bell Boulevard’s res-
taurants and shops is not 
only apparent by the lack 
of available parking, but 
mixed-use buildings on 
the strip have been sold for 
higher prices due to an in-
crease in demand.

Continued from Page 1 

Ft. Totten

Continued from Page 1 

Business
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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Vallone brings reforms to Adult Protective Services
City Council passes bills to streamline senior programs, calls on state Legislature for more

BY TOM MOMBERG

Councilman Paul Val-
lone’s (D-Bayside) six-
month-long senior task 
force came to fruition last 
week with the City Coun-
cil’s passage of two bills 
and a resolution to protect 
aging residents in the city 
as well as to reform the city 
Adult Protective Services.

The City Council ap-
proved the provisions 
unanimously under a cou-
pled general order.

One bill would require 
the city Human Resources 
Administration to admin-
ister biannual trainings 
for employees of the city 
Department for the Aging 
and other agencies, so they 
could best identify and re-
fer city residents who may 
be eligible for Adult Protec-
tive Services, which works 
with clients at risk of physi-
cal or mental impairment. 

Another bill would re-
quire the city Department 
of Social Services to come 
up with semiannual re-
ports to the City Council 
regarding referrals to APS.

Finally, the Council 
also passed a resolution to 
call upon the state Legisla-
ture to pass legislation that 
would require banking 
institutions to provide at 
least six months of finan-
cial records preceding a 
request for such documents 
to help identify and fight 
the exploitation of elderly 
people.

The legal justification 
behind the new procedures 
and training are to en-
hance support for APS as 
the agency faces increas-
ing demand with limited 
resources.

Vallone, the chairman of 
the Council Subcommittee 
on Senior Centers, said he 
and Councilman Stephen 

Levin (D-Brooklyn) drafted 
the two bills to improve 
the social safety net for ag-
ing residents by improving 
coordination between city 
agencies.

“After spending two de-
cades as an attorney work-
ing hand-in-hand with the 
judicial system, hospitals, 
health care providers and 
clients for those in greatest 
need during guardianship 
proceedings, I was deter-
mined to address the grow-
ing crisis facing APS,” Val-
lone said in a statement.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Councilman Paul Vallone announces two bills and a resolution passed by City Council to improve se-
nior services in the city. Courtesy of Paul Vallone
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The audit, which the 
board requested, found 
that former Queens Li-
brary CEO Thomas Gal-
ante spent nearly $260,000 
on prohibited expenses 
while Quinn-Carey spent 
around $48,000.

Joanne King, director 
of communications for the 
Queens Library, said the 
library’s plan had always 
been to conduct a search 
for candidates after Gal-
ante was fired, noting that 
the search was unrelated 
to the recent findings of 
Stringer’s audit.

King said Quinn-Carey 
is a “viable candidate” and 
that she thinks Quinn-Car-
ey is interested in keeping 
the position but the search 
will continue. “It’s in the 
best interest of the library 
to see who’s out there and if 
she’s the best candidate or 
if she isn’t,” King said.

Judy Bergtraum, chair-
woman of the library’s 
buildings and grounds 
committee, said a search 
committee has been 

formed.
“We have a list of search 

firms,” Bergtraum said. 
“They are very well known 
in the search area.”

Carl Koerner, chairman 
of the board, said some of 
the charges by Quinn-Car-
ey would require further 
review after consideration 
of appropriate tax regula-
tions.

“The board will wait for 
the full review before tak-
ing further action, which 
could include requesting 
reimbursement for such 
charges or reporting them 
as additional income for 
the employee involved,” 

Koerner said following the 
end of the executive session 
late July 23at the Central 
Library in Jamaica.

“Since the date of these 
charges, this board has 
imposed even greater stan-
dards for incurring and 
documenting purchases,” 
Koerner continued. “The 
board reminds our entire 
staff that strict adherence 
to library policies regard-
ing expenditures is a cor-
nerstone of a well-run or-
ganization worthy of the 
public trust.”

At the meeting, Quinn-
Carey said that the library 
currently has $35.2 mil-
lion in capital funding, the 
highest capital allocation 
since fiscal year 2009. 

She also said that the 
Peninsula Community Li-
brary is scheduled to re-
open in August through a 
soft launch, with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony planned 
for September. Quinn-Car-
ey says the library is also 
working to hire people in 
light of the restored six-day 
service.

ford YMCA memberships 
and programs,” LIC YMCA 
Executive Director Ebony 
Conely-Young said. “Our 
motto is to turn no one away 
for the inability to pay.”

The fund-raising con-
tinues for two more weeks 
with an auction of the graf-
fiti and street art painted on 
wood panels by Jonathan 
Meres Cohen and five other 
5Pointz artists.

“They took part in an art 
battle, donating their time, 
supplies and equipment.” 
5PointzCreates Co-founder 
Marie Cecil Flageul said. 
“The idea was to auction 
it off at the end of the block 
party, but it was simply too 
hot so we decided to do it on-
line instead.”

Anyone interested in 
bidding can “like” the Long 
Island City YMCA Face-
book page and they’ll re-
ceive more information and 
links to the bidding online, 
according to Conely-Young. 
She said it was Cerbone-
Teoli’s idea to invite the 
5Pointz artists to the event.

“Gianna introduced us 
to Meres and Marie,” Cone-
ly-Young said. “We wanted 
to honor the arts in LIC and 
they played a premier part 
in gathering the talent and 
our three honorees.” 

In addition to the art-
ists, they brought along DJ 
Dredle, who used to spin ev-
ery Saturday at 5Pointz, as 
well as the Dynamic Rock-
ers break dancers who per-
formed and gave lessons.

“Mama Gianna reached 
out to us last November and 
asked if we’d like to be in-
volved,” Cecil Flageul said. 

“At first it was really weird 
being back in LIC, a little 
awkward. But it was for the 
youth and so it made sense 
for us to be involved.”

It was the first time 
the artists returned for an 
event in Long Island City 
since their “Whitewash” 
exhibit at the Jeffrey Leder 
Gallery in April 2014, after 
they were expelled from 
their world-famous graf-
fiti mecca earlier that year. 
The warehouse complex 
at 22-44 Jackson Ave. was 
demolished this summer 
by owner Jerry Wolkoff to 
make way for two luxury 
residential towers.

“We had a great time 
and we honored three long-
time 5Pointz supporters as 
well,” Cecil Flageul said. 
Art collector Danny Sim-
mons, rapper Marley Marl 
of Queensbridge, and Lady 
Pink, known as the first 
lady of graffiti, received 
the Frank Tempone Award 
given annually by the LIC 
YMCA recognizing those 
who “give back” to the com-
munity through youth de-
velopment.

Continued from Page 1 

Library
Continued from Page 1 

5Ptz

BRIDGET QUINN-CAREY
5Pointz curator Jonathan 
“Meres” Cohen (r.) hangs 
with rapper Marly Marl at the 
LIC YMCA’s block party.  

Photo courtesy Marie Cecil Flageul
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