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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
After 11 p.m. at the Sutphin 

Boulevard transit hub, which 
connects to the subway, LIRR and 
the Airtrain in Jamaica, dozens 
of green and livery cabs line up 
waiting for customers coming up 
from the staircase only to watch 
them jump into Uber cars. 

Mohammad Hussain, who has 
driven a green cab part time for 
more than a year in Queens, said, 
“Customers go mostly to Long 
Island, Flushing or the airport. I 
don’t mind going so late.”

But for Hussain, business has 
not been usual.

“These Uber drivers are af-
fecting my business,” he said. “I 
just sit here waiting.”

After a public spat with the 
de Blasio administration , Uber 
reached an agreement July 22 
with the city that it will not limit 
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BY TOM MOMBERG

About three dozen homeown-
ers, residents and members of 
grassroots advocacy groups ral-
lied outside a recently renovated 
eight-family apartment building 
in Hollis Saturday in protest of 
its rumored and evidently real-
ized status as the site for a group 
of new homeless shelters.

Community Board 12 issued 
a moratorium on any new city 
family shelters in January, re-
sponding to an ever-growing 
concern that the borough’s need 
for shelters is disproportionately 
allocated within its boundaries—
an area which includes Jamaica, 
Hollis, St. Albans and Springfield 
Gardens.

BY MADINA TOURE

The Queens Alumnae chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority has kicked off a book drive collec-
tion at the Latimer Gardens Cornerstone Com-
munity Center in Flushing. The books collected 

Flushing book driver seeks 
to boost literacy at NYCHA

Hollis rallies
amid fears of
more shelters

Uber stings Queens cabbies
For-hire drivers worry over losing passengers to new app car service

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 1 Continued on Page 10

Ridgewood Garden locked

THERE SHE IS

It isn’t an Ecuadorian Parade without beauty queens, lots of beauty queens. These young ladies are riding the 
float for EcuadorTV, the country’s version of public TV, in the annual parade in Jackson Heights.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

BY GABRIEL ROM
 
Nestled between two 

blocks of Ridgewood row 
houses and beneath the last 
section of the M subway line 
lies a surprisingly green, 
peaceful strip of land.

Members of the Ridge-

wood Community Garden 
gathered Monday to clean 
and to celebrate that bit of 
turf before the MTA locked 
the gates and evicted them 
for good.

The eviction concludes 
a nearly two-month-long 
fight between the group 

and the MTA.
“We’re shocked by the 

actions of the MTA,” said 
Clark Fitzgerald, one of the 
garden’s founders.

Fitzgerald is skeptical of 
the MTA’s justifications for 
the closure of the lot, which 
he says have changed mul-

Clark Fitzgerald, one of the garden’s 
founders, said in a statement “this vision 
of resilient Ridgewood can and must be 
tended to.” Photo by Gabriel Rom

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

LouisArmstrongHouse.org | 718.478.8274

Photo by Jack Bradley

Reveals How to Protect Your Assets 
and Provide for Your Loved Ones

888-836-3909
www.davidovlaw.com

SEE 
AD ON 
PAGE 2 (516) 974-6528

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
AU

G. 
9,

 2
01

5
2

Reserve Your Seat

Attend one of these 
workshops and receive a 
FREE 1-hour consultation

80-02 Kew Gardens Road, Suite 605, 
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

Helping Families Since 2001

SPONSORED BY:

GLENDALE 

WOODSIDE

MIDDLE VILLAGE

HOWARD BEACH

SAVE YOUR 

FAMILY 

$11,500 PER 

MONTH 

(Hint: Not all Powers of Attorney avoid Guardianship!) 

Attend this free workshop and receive a FREE no obligation private 
consultation with Attorney Ilana Davidov or Michael Davidov to answer 

any questions about setting up your estate plan ($395 value)

Your 
RSVP Code 

#C702

Seating is Limited, Register Today!
Call us Today at 

888-836-3909
or Register online at 

www.davidovlaw.com

DAVIDOV LAW GROUP
Reveals How to Protect Your Assets  

and Provide for Your Loved Ones

Your  
RSVP Code 

NYP 8/9

BAYSIDE
Wednesday

August 19th at 10:00 AM

(Refreshments)

Vivaldi

201-10 Cross Island Parkway Service Road

DOUGLASTON
Wednesday

August 19th at 3:00 PM

(Refreshments)

Douglaston Club

600 West Drive

FRESH MEADOWS
Thursday

August 20th at 10:00 AM

(Refreshments)

Café Muscat 

178-07 Union Turnpike

FLUSHING
Thursday

August 20th at 7:00 PM

(Refreshments)

Mythos

196-29 Nothern Blvd.

BAYSIDE
Saturday

August 22nd at 10:00 AM

(Refreshments)

Adria Hotel & Conference

221-17 Northern Blvd.
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Medical marijuana licensed for borough
BY BILL PARRY

Medical marijuana will be 
grown and dispensed at two loca-
tions in the borough now that the 
state Department of Health has 
awarded licenses to five organi-
zations. Bloomfield Industries 
Inc. will grow cannabis in a ware-
house by the base of the Long Is-
land Expressway in Long Island 
City as early as December, while 
Empire State Health Solutions 
will operate a dispensary from a 
building next door to the Queens 
Center mall.

“Today’s announcement repre-
sents a major milestone in the im-
plementation of New York state’s 
Medical Marijuana Program and 
keeps us on track to have the pro-
gram up and running within 18 
months of passage of the Compas-
sionate Care Act,” DOH Commis-
sioner Dr. Howard Zucker said. 
“The five organizations selected 
for registration showed, through 
a rigorous and comprehensive 
evaluation process, they are the 
best suited to produce and pro-
vide quality medical marijuana 
to eligible New Yorkers in need, 
and to comply with New York’s 
strict program requirements.”

The outlets were authorized 
when Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed 
the Compassionate Care Act in 
July 2014.

A total of 43 companies ap-
plied. The evaluation process was 
conducted by a team of profession-
als from within state government 
with backgrounds in the practice 
of medicine, quality assurance, 
analytical and medicinal chemis-

try and other fields.
Under state regulations, the 

marijuana cannot be smoked, 
so companies will have to cre-
ate other products such as pills 
or ointment. DOH has said that 
New York’s medical program will 
be fully operational by January 
2016.

Since July 2014, advocates 
have been fighting for an emer-

gency access program to get med-
icine to the critically ill sooner 
than the January 2016 deadline. 
But despite a year of advocacy 
and passing an emergency access 
bill in both the Senate and the As-
sembly, to date not one patient in 
New York has received medical 
marijuana.

Eligible patients include those 
with cancer, HIV/AIDS, Lou Geh-
rig’s disease, Parkinson’s disease, 
sclerosis, epilepsy, Huntington’s 
disease, severe or chronic nausea, 
seizures and “any other condition 
added by the commissioner.”

The regulations require se-
curity measures “to prevent and 
detect diversion, theft of loss” of 
medical marijuana including 
alarms, motion detectors and vid-
eo cameras wherever marijuana 
is stored.

Bloomfield Industries will 
operate its growing center in a 
235,000-square-foot warehouse 
at 30-02 Borden Ave. in an indus-
trial section, while Empire State 
Health Solutions will be centrally 
located next to Queens Center in 
Elmhurst.

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
sponsored a Council resolution 

asking the state to legalize medi-
cal marijuana, now his District 
25 will be home to the Elmhurst 
dispensary.

“I think it’s a step in the right 
direction and it is in a good ac-
cessible location,” Dromm said. 
“I knew people who were dying 
of AIDS and couldn’t tolerate the 
pain and the drugs that they had 
to take gave them horrible nau-
sea. I’ve seen medical marijuana 
help people directly.”

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria)  welcomed the two 
locations to the borough. “It is 
welcome news for our economy 
when new jobs are created in our 
neighborhoods,” he said. “I look 
forward to working with this new 
local business to ensure it is a 
good corporate neighbor to exist-
ing residents.”

Sales of medical marijuana 
will be subject to a 7 percent tax. 
New York will be the 23rd state 
to legalize medical marijuana 
to ease the pain associated with 
some illnesses.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Empire State Health Solutions will start growing marijuana at this warehouse at 
30-02 Borden Ave. in LIC within six months. Photo by Michael Shain

Comfort woman returns to Kupferberg Center
Korean victim of WW II sex slavery speaks out at QCC as activist against global injustice

BY TOM MOMBERG

Yong Soo Lee, one of 
the many Korean and Chi-
nese women who were 
forced into sexual slavery 
as “comfort women” by 
the Japanese army during 
World War II, paid a sec-
ond visit to the Kupferberg 
Holocaust Resource Center 
at Queensborough Commu-
nity College last week. The 
visit was part of her cam-
paign to spread awareness 
of sexual slavery and social 
injustice.

Lee’s return to the Kup-
ferberg Center is part of 
continued efforts by the 
center’s new director, Dan 
Leshem, to expand its mis-
sion in promoting public 
discourse over genocide to 
include any severe injus-
tices against humanity in 

recent history.
And now, two years af-

ter Lee first went to QCC to 
share her horrific past with 
students, she was invited 

back to continue to memo-
rialize, teach and share her 
story in the hope that it will 
inspire others to join her in 
fighting injustice.

Lee, now 88 years old, 
said she originally came to 
the city as a victim, but now 
she continues to come here 
as an activist.

“In order to ensure we 
resolve this issue and put 
an end to sexual violence 
for all women around the 
world, I am going to live 
200 years, so when I die and 
go to heaven, I can tell the 
sisters who passed away be-
fore me that I resolved it,” 
Lee said with the help of a 
translator.

Kidnapped from her 
family in South Korea at 
the age of 15, Lee was held 
at a Japanese military out-
post in Taiwan to serve 
kamikaze pilots. She was 
a victim of sexual slavery 
for the remainder of the 
war and stayed silent about 
it until 1991, when several 

other victims began com-
ing forward. 

Lee is one of what the 
Kupferberg Center admin-
istrators refer to as heroes 
of memory, given that their 
testimony is so important 
in encouraging other vic-
tims to speak out, and in 
raising awareness of the 
issues those heroes’ experi-
ences represent. 

“This is something that 
we here at the Holocaust 
Center feel is a crucial part 
to the teaching and edu-
cational foundation that 
we do for several reasons: 
Sexual violence is a crime 
that happens in almost any 
mass atrocity across the 
world,” Leshem said. “Mass 
rape on a cultural level has 
become such a symptom 
of an illness in society, it 
becomes a marker for im-

pending tragedy.”
QCC students interning 

with the Kupferberg Cen-
ter created art represent-
ing the comfort women of 
World War II, which was on 
display during last week’s 
presentation.

Lee acknowledged and 
thanked QCC for teaching 
this history to its students 
in an effort to make sure 
similar injustices are put 
to an end.

The Kupferberg Center 
event was sponsored by the 
Korean American Civic 
Empowerment and the Ko-
rean American Lawyers 
Association of Greater New 
York.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Holocaust survivor Hanne Liebmann greets Korean comfort wom-
an and activist Yong Soo Lee with a gift during her visit to the 
Kupferberg Center at QCC. Photo by Tom Momberg
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to Van Bramer cautions 

dealers to park better
BY BILL PARRY

Enough is enough. For 
years, car dealerships 
and auto body shops along 
Northern Boulevard in 
Woodside and Long Island 
City have been parking 
vehicles on the sidewalks 
and now City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), transportation 
advocates and residents are 
asking the 108th and 114th 
Precincts for assistance in 
increasing enforcement on 
illegal parking on streets 
and sidewalks from 62nd 
Street to Broadway.

“Forcing families, se-
niors and schoolchildren 
into danger is never accept-
able and will not be toler-
ated in our communities,” 
Van Bramer said. “Our 
city’s dealerships and auto 
body shops have an obliga-
tion to obey our city and 
state laws. If they do not, 
they must be penalized 
to the fullest extent of the 
law. These bad corporate 
neighbors are neglecting 
the safety of our commu-
nities and putting lives in 
danger.”

Van Bramer made his 
comments Tuesday near the 
intersection where 8-year-
old Noshat Nahian was 

killed on his way to class 
at PS 152 in 2013. Following 
pressure from Van Bram-
er’s office in 2014, the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion designated Northern 
Boulevard a priority under 
the administration’s Vision 
Zero Initiative. 

Under the designation, 
Northern Boulevard be-
came an arterial slow zone, 
which lowered the corri-
dor’s speed limit to 25 mph 
and adjusted traffic signals 
to reduce dangerous speed-
ing. 

“In an effort to double 
down on our city’s Vision 
Zero initiative we will work 
with our local precincts to 
increase enforcement and 
hold guilty establishments 
accountable before some-
one gets seriously injured,” 
Van Bramer said.

He was joined on a walk-
ing tour of the blocked side-
walks by safe streets advo-
cates. 

“It is sad to think we 
have to defend our side-
walks from commercial 
businesses who see our 
sidewalks as rent-free plac-
es to store their cars, but 
that is the case on North-
ern Boulevard,” Make 
Queens Safer Co-founder 
Cristina Furlong said. “We 
want community members 

to know that this space is 
theirs. Hopefully, enforce-
ment and a responsibility 
to their communities they 
serve will help business 
owners get their cars off 
their sidewalks and illegal 
parking spaces in Queens.”

PS 152 Principal Vincent 
Vitolo told the street safety 
advocates he had spoken 
to dealerships which block 
the way for kids going to 
school and they comply for 
brief periods of time. He 
also warned of cars going 
in the wrong direction on 
a nearby one-way street to 
get to an auto body shop.

“Northern Boulevard is 
dangerous enough without 
pedestrians having to wor-
ry about avoiding cars on 
the sidewalk, which should 
be a sanctuary for the most 
vulnerable users of the 
street,” Transportation Al-
ternatives Deputy Director 
Caroline Sampanaro said. 
“Allowing dealerships to 
park cars on sidewalks 
sends a dangerous message 
in a city with a Vision Zero 
policy.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (r) leads a walking tour, with street safety advocates, along the car-
clogged sidewalks of Northern Boulevard. Courtesy of Council Member Van Brammer



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, A
UG. 9, 2015

5

�������	
��������
�����
��
����������	��

AND SO WILL 
YOUR POCKETS 

OUR COMMUNITY TIES RUN DEEP…

��
�
��������
�	����
����
���	�
����
��
	���	
��	
�	� ��
��
��	
 
������ "����	�� �� ��� ��� �����	 	����� "��"�	 	���	� �� ��	� ��� ���  
#��� �������� ��� ���� ����� �� ��� ����� 

� $��� %���� 
� &��� '���                   
� (�	���� '���             
� )�"���� '���  

� *����� �������
� �	�� �"�����
�  +,�,,, *�	�"�	��-�	�� �./�  
� '��-0��� �	���� ��	��                      

Feederally Insured by NCUA

Jamaica Ave.  porn shop legal after ruling
BY GABRIEL ROM

A recent court ruling 
by the state Appellate Divi-
sion upholding the legality 
of adult businesses in New 
York City is already hav-
ing an effect in one Queens 
shopping district. A new 
shop called Nexus Point, 
which opened on 80-30 Ja-
maica Ave. in Woodhaven 
after the July ruling, is 
meeting stiff opposition 
from community leaders.

The case, which pitted 
adult shop owners against 
the de Blasio administra-
tion, was another chapter 
in a legal battle that dates 
back to the Giuliani admin-
istration, an era when strip 
joints and topless bars dot-
ted the city’s landscape.

After aggressive legisla-
tion from both the Giuliani 
and Bloomberg adminis-
trations, many adult busi-
nesses, in an effort to com-
ply with city regulations, 

redesigned their stores to 
reduce the portion of their 
premises devoted to sexu-
ally oriented products.

“Back in the old days 
these places had pictures 
of live nude women, but 
have since become much 

more toned down,” said Er-
ica Dubno of Fahringer & 
Dubno, who represented a 
coalition of theaters, video 
stores and bookstores.

Indeed, the signage for 
Nexus Point is an inconspic-
uous scaffold that makes no 

allusion to the adult nature 
of the business inside. The 
shop sells both non-adult 
bargain items such as party 
supplies while also offering 
pornographic videos and 
sex toys. The shop also pro-
vides private video booths 
for customers.

 In the years preceding 
the July case, the city tried 
to close adult businesses 
in residential and prime 
commercial areas through 
a “sham compliance” theo-
ry, which held that even if 
adult businesses did adhere 
to city guidelines, if they 
still derived most of their 
business from adult ser-
vices, they could be closed 
down.

Adult shops responded 
by claiming that such ac-
tion would be unconsti-
tutional. The court sided 
with the shop owners, hold-
ing that shops—even those 
with live entertainment—
were exempt from city re-

strictions if 60 percent of 
their merchandise and dis-
play was not X-rated.

That decision carries lit-
tle weight for Maria Thoma-
son, head of the Woodhaven 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict.

“It’s a shame that the 
city lost the case. Children 
have to walk by this store. 
We simply don’t need this,” 
she said.

Members of the Wood-
haven Residents Block 
Association say that they 
spoke to the owner of Nex-
us Point and asked for cer-
tain items to be taken down 
from its window display, 
a request with which the 
owner allegedly complied.

“This is a free-speech 
issue. But there was also a 
concern among these busi-
nesses about the effect they 
would have on the commu-
nity. The establishments 
made a concerted effort 
not to offend,” Dubno ex-

plained.
Thomson remained un-

impressed.
“It’s simply a very un-

savory business to have 
on your commercial strip. 
I know that people don’t 
want them here.”

The dissenting judges’ 
opinion echoes concerns 
heard throughout the 
Woodhaven community, 
holding that as long as a 
store sells sexually oriented 
goods as a substantial part 
of their business, regard-
less of how unassuming 
their signage or layout is, 
they should be barred from 
operation in certain areas. 
The city must now decide 
whether to appeal by ask-
ing the Court of Appeals, 
the state’s highest court, to 
review the ruling.

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Nexus Place was formerly a discount store. Google Earth
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Citi Bike rolls into Queens
First of 12 docking stations opens in Long Island City

Civic fi ghts dismissal 
of juvenile home suit

BY BILL PARRY

Citi Bike arrived in 
the borough for the first 
time Wednesday with the 
activation of the first of 12 
docking stations in Long 
Island City. 

The new rack hold-
ing 20 of the familiar 
blue bikes went on line at 
Hunters Point South Park, 
across from the East River 
ferry landing.  The other 
stations will be installed 
in the next few weeks.

“Since its inception Citi 
Bike has provided New 
Yorkers with a vital alter-
native mode of transporta-
tion that is empowering 
tens of thousands every 
single day,” City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “For 
years I have fought to have 
our borough incorporated 
into the nation’s largest 
bike share network and 
today that becomes a real-
ity.”

Van Bramer, who 
joined city Department of 
Transportation Commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg 
and Motivate CEO Jay 
Walder for a ride across 
the Pulaski Bridge, called 
the arrival of Citi Bike 
“a dream come true” af-
ter three years of delays. 
Long Island City was sup-
posed to be included in the 
original citywide roll-out 
of Citi Bike, but flooding 
during Hurricane Sandy 
destroyed bikes and equip-

ment in warehouses where 
they were stored.  

“The inclusion of Long 
Island City was a long 
time coming, but I am glad 
it finally arrived,” state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) said. “Bike share 
will allow people to enjoy 
our neighborhood in a 
healthy, fun way and facil-
itate easier travel around 
western Queens, an area 
in dire need of better mass 
transit.”

Frank “Turtle” Raf-
faele, owner of LIC Land-
ing by Coffeed across from 
the new docking station, 
watched the proceedings 
and smiled. 

“It’s amazing. This park 
is the entry point to the 
borough, it’s the gateway 
of Queens,” he said. “Tour-

ists from all over the world 
get off that ferry but stay 
close to the park, which is 
good for my business, but 
now with Citi Bike they’ll 
be able to venture further 
into the borough and try 
other restaurants and see 
the sights. Once they see 
how safe and interesting 
Queens is they’ll keep 
coming back.”

When the DOT an-
nounced the expansion 
of the bike share network 
last fall, it was just as 
Motivate was taking over 
ownership with Walder at 
the helm. The former MTA 
chairman came in and 
rescued Citi Bike from col-
lapse with an infusion of 
private investment.

“Nine months ago New 
Yorkers wondered about 

the future of Citi Bike,” 
Walder said. “Today New 
Yorkers see a much im-
proved and now expanding 
system. The idea of bring-
ing Citi Bike to Queens is 
pretty exciting for me. I 
grew up in Rockaway.”

Along with the expan-
sion came a higher annual 
membership fee of $149, 
but Walder said new rid-
ers can get a $25 discount 
until the end of August.

Meanwhile, Trotten-
berg mentioned that work 
has begun on a protected 
bike lane for the Pulaski 
Bridge that connects 
LIC with Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn. The project has 
been delayed by engineer-
ing problems but will be 
completed by spring.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The South Ozone Park 
Civic Association West is 
fighting to pursue its class 
action suit against service 
providers for a state juve-
nile group home program, 
the Close to Home initiative, 
in federal court after the 
city’s Corporation Counsel 
pushed for its dismissal last 
week, according to federal 
court records. 

The Corporation Coun-
sel, the legal team for the 
city, stated in court records 
that the class action suit 
lacked validity in the com-
plaints made against the 
service provider , the feder-
al court records showed.

The class action suit, 
brought by the 100 mem-
ber South Ozone Park civic 

against Sheltering Arms 
Children and Family Ser-
vices and KAD Queens, 
claims that the civic asso-
ciation, homeowners and 
South Ozone Park residents 
 suffer damage and harm as 
well as the facility   because 
it fails to comply with state 
disability regulations.   

The suit has stopped 
the renovation of a former 
church into a group home, 
which would house 18 juve-
nile offenders as part of the 
state’s Close to Home pro-
gram. Its goal is to make 
sure the transition back 
home for the juvenile is 
well-planned and support-
ed by aftercare services. 

Residents said the pro-
posed center is a danger to 
children and could drive 
property values down, es-
pecially since three juve-
nile offenders from a group 
home in Brooklyn were 
charged and arrested for 
the assault and rape a wom-
an in the city, according to 
the Manhattan DA.   

The home occupies two 
to three lots on 133rd Av-
enue and 127th Street.

In response to the dis-
missal filed in federal 
court, the SOPCAW at-
torney Natraj Bhushan 
said the complaints made 
against service provider 
and the socio-economic fac-
tors of having such a facil-
ity in a residential area are 
facts, not something that 
was made up. Residents 
still feel distressed. 

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (l.) and City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer ride Citi Bikes through 
Hunters Point South Park. Photo by Bill Parry

At a Community Board 10 meet-
ing, South Ozone Park residents 
are protesting the construc-
tion of a juvenile group home 
under a program called “Close 
to Home.”  Photo by Sadef Kully
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Saturday, August 15th
Cynthia Sayer & 
Her Sparks Fly Quartet
2:00 pm 
Advance Tickets: $18 at LouisArmstrongHouse.org
Includes red beans ’n rice & sweet tea!

Louis Armstrong House Museum
34-56 107th Street
Corona • Queens • NY 11368
718.478.8274

Go to 
LouisArmstrongHouse.org 
for our schedule of 
free summer events! ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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The building that the 
residents rallied in front of 
is one of six on Hollis Av-
enue owned by Rita Stark, 
the woman who allegedly 
conspired to help former 
City Councilman Sheldon 
Leffler obtain matching 
campaign finance funds 
in an illegal scheme that 
ended his political career. 
She is also one of the larg-
est real-estate owners in 
southeast Queens. But 
many of Stark’s proper-
ties are blighted, includ-
ing those on Hollis Avenue, 
which residents claim have 
been mostly vacant for the 
past decade.

Although neighbors said 
they have been suspicious 
about the quiet refurbish-
ment of the six long-aban-
doned apartment buildings 
between 202-04 and 203-24 
Hollis Ave., Councilman 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-

bans) said the chance they 
will become homeless shel-
ters is far from definite.

Miller said a red flag 
went up as soon as Stark 
leased out the buildings to 
the Manhattan-based real 
estate firm, the Bluestone 
Group, which has been 
quiet about its development 
plans. The firm did not 
respond to requests from 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
for comment. Niether could 
Stark be reached for com-
ment.

“As soon as the lease 
was finalized, my office 
reached out to see what the 
intentions were. We wanted 
to work with them to see 
what could be done to ben-
efit the neighborhood at a 
good cost to the developer,” 
Miller said.

But after little response, 
Miller said he and state 
Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-
Hollis) went straight up to 
Bluestone’s offices, only to 
be referred to a separate 
property manager who also 

was not able to tell them the 
use for the properties.

“We could not get a sim-
ple, civil discussion about 
their dealings with the in-
famous Rita Stark,” Miller 
said. “This is a solid, black, 
working-class neighbor-
hood of homeowners who 
deserve answers.”

But now several bunk 
beds can be seen through 
the windows of each of the 
fully renovated Hollis Ave-
nue buildings, each of those 
beds topped with mattress-
es still in the plastic.

The buildings are across 
the street from a day care 
center and within blocks 
of a city library and at least 
three public schools.

The city Department 
of Homeless Services said 
there are no plans by the 
city to turn the buildings 
into family shelters, but 
private developers can still 
establish homeless shelters, 
like Restfull Nights LLC or 
the Jamaica Armory Shel-
ter for Women in Jamaica.

the number of their drivers 
until after the completion 
of a traffic environmental 
study on the company’s im-
pact.

Uber is a mobile app 
which allows passengers 
to order and pay for car 
service with a smartphone. 
Passengers are picked up 
from their GPS-tracked 
location and at the end of 
the ride they are charged 
through the app.

In New York City, any 
driver, whether private or 
public must have a Taxi and 
Limousine Commission-is-
sued license to operate any 
type of for-hire vehicle.

For-hire drivers oper-
ate private local car ser-
vices and luxury limousine 
vehicles. Green taxis are 
able to pick up passengers 
anywhere in Brooklyn, 
the Bronx, Staten Island, 
northern Manhattan (north 
of W. 110th St. and north of 
E. 96th St.), and Queens 
(excluding airports). For 
the city, the iconic yellow 
medallion taxis are the of-
ficial taxicabs, which pro-
vide transportation for pas-
sengers via street hails.

 Despite the politics of 
the city, transit in Queens 
is complicated.  After cer-
tain major transportation 
lines end such as the F train 
at the 179th Street stop or 
the E train at the Parsons 
Boulevard stop or the Long 
Island Rail Road in Little 
Neck, Queens residents 
rely heavily on buses, com-
muter vans, livery cabs and 
green cabs to get to their 
destination. 

According to the Taxi 
and Limousine Commis-
sion, yellow taxi activ-
ity is centered on Manhat-
tan, where 90.3 percent of 
taxi pickups occur. After 
Manhattan, the area with 
the highest percentage of 
pickups is at Kennedy and 
LaGuardia airports, both 
located in Queens, which 
together account for 3.5 per-
cent of all pickups. 

Taxi activity in the 
boroughs outside of the 
airports is scarce: in to-
tal, about 6.2 percent of all 
pickups occur in these ar-
eas. The borough with the 
largest share is Brooklyn, 
where 3.1 percent of all taxi 
pickups occur, followed by 
Queens with 1.5 percent, 
the Bronx with 0.9 percent, 
and Staten Island with 0.8 
percent, according to the 
TLC.

Uber has changed the 
game for commuters and 
drivers alike. 

Musa Dialo, a livery cab 
driver for the past 10 years, 
said, “Uber is everywhere. 
I can’t make money any-
more. They are taking cus-
tomers away.” 

Dialo said that before 
he can even utter the word 
“taxi,” customers run up to 
their Uber cars waiting for 
them while he watches as 
they drive away.

“I am just watching,” he 
said.

In Queens, there are 
currently about 8,000 Uber 
driver-partners who call 
Queens home out of 26,000 
in total, according to the 
$50 billion technology 
company. And Uber said it 
plans to add an additional 
4,000 jobs this year alone. 

Uber said it makes al-
most 600,000 trips through 
Queens on a monthly ba-
sis but did not respond to 
specific questions on the 
breakdown of those trips or 
the start and end points in 
Queens.

According to a recent 
New York Times article, 
based on city data it requi-
sitioned from Uber, the app 
service made an estimated 
76,000 city pickups daily 
in April. 

Continued from Page 1 

Shelter

Continued from Page 1 

Uber
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JCCA’s Full-Day
Family Child Care

Licensed, Home-Based, Individualized

Safe and Nurturing

Home-made Meals 

NYC Department of Health

Trained and Monitored

Funding Available

For More Information, call

718-575-7047  
or visit jccany.org/fcc

First distillery in boro since Prohibition opens in LIC
BY BILL PARRY

The Astoria Distilling 
Company is coming home. 
The maker of Queens Cour-
age gin has signed a lease 
to open a tasting room and 
production space at the Fal-
chi Building, located at 31-
00 47th Ave. in Long Island 
City.

“We’re really excited 
about it. It’s on the first 
floor, the first unit on the 
concourse just inside the 
main door,” owner Chris 
Murillo said. “It’s not a 
very large space, only 
about 1,000 square feet, but 
we have our foot in the door 
at Falchi. As older tenants 
move out we’ll be able to 
move into a larger space.”

For now, Murillo has 
enough room for a 50-gal-
lon still, which will make 
his operation the first dis-
tillery in Queens since the 
Prohibition era in the ’20s. 
The remaining space will 
become a tasting room 

where customers can sam-
ple Queens Courage as well 
as craft beers and wines 

from upstate New York.
The bulk of his produc-

tion will continue at a Roch-

ester-area facility for the 
time being. Queens Cour-
age is already available 
in 150 nightspots around 
New York state, including 
Mundo at the Paper Fac-
tory in Long Island City, 
and the Sparrow Tavern in 
Astoria. 

It’s a refined interpre-
tation of Old Tom gin, an 
old-fashioned style that was 
popular in the 1800s, Muril-
lo explained. Queens Cour-
age is sweetened with local-
ly sourced honey with hints 
of grapefruit and malt, and 
can be used to craft classic 
cocktails.

The gin rated 96 points 
at the 2015 Ultimate Spirits 
Challenge, a Manhattan-
based competition that 
provides expert evaluation 
for producers, marketers, 
importers, distributors and 
retailers. Murillo is creat-
ing additional spirits as 
well.

“We also pay homage to 
the cultural heritage repre-

sented in Queens with ouzo 
inspired by the Greek com-
munity in Astoria as well as 
limoncello for the Italians,” 
Murillo said. He is waiting 
on permits, which can take 
four to six months and is 
hoping for a soft opening 
before the holidays.

“Falchi is a great build-
ing and its parent company, 
Jamestown, has been fan-
tastic,” Murillo said. “They 
see the growth and devel-
opment aspect of Astoria 
Distilling and they’ve been 
a great partner. Your land-
lord is your biggest stake-
holder and they think that 
our company is in line with 
their vision.”

The location will just be 
several blocks away from 
where Murillo started up 
his business in 2011 when 
he began taking classes at 
the Entrepreneur Space at 
36-47 37th St., run by the 
Queens Economic Devel-
opment Corp.  Now almost 
five years old, the E-Space 

is a food-and-business in-
cubator that guides 150 to 
175 clients in starting their 
own businesses while us-
ing the facility’s industrial-
sized kitchen, classrooms 
and office space that entre-
preneurs can rent at below 
market rates as they build 
their businesses.

“It’s really great that 
they’re staying in Queens, 
especially at the Falchi 
Building,” Rob MacKay, the 
QEDC’s director of market-
ing and tourism, said. “It’s 
a bittersweet thing when 
people leave. The Astoria 
Distilling Company has 
been with us from the idea 
stage. It makes us pride-
ful to see a company grow 
wings and fly away, but as 
an incubator that’s what 
we’re here for.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Astoria Distilling Co. owner Chris Murillo finds a new home 
for his Queens Courage gin at the Falchi Building in LIC. 

Courtesy Astoria Distilling Co.
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tiple times. According to 
Fitzgerald, sometime in 
late June or early July the 
MTA gave his group con-
tradictory information, 
first telling them that the 
park could be cleaned but 
not used, then saying that 
the site was unsafe and a 
security risk. The MTA de-
nies this.

“We have been fun-
neled around the MTA bu-
reaucracy over and over 
again. They are using any 
argument that suits them,” 
Fitzgerald said.

Kevin Ortiz, a spokes-
man for the MTA, offered 
just one: “They were tres-
passing. Setting up a gar-
den underneath our struc-
ture would hamper us from 
getting to our structure in 
case of an emergency.” 

The agency, he added, 
has  no plans to renovate or 
build on the land. 

As of midweek the gar-
den, which had been com-
pletely stripped by the 
community group, was par-
tially blocked by an MTA 

vehicle.
The group has garnered 

support from across the 
Ridgewood community, 
but Gary Giordano, district 
manager  of CB 5, while 
supportive of the project, 
understands the MTA’s po-
sition. 

“It looked like they were 
doing something nice, but 
if the MTA has other inten-
tions, I get where they are 
coming from,” he said.

The group has decided 
against legal action and is 
now conducting a land sur-
vey in the neighborhood, 
looking for a comparable 
space and hopes to use 
eminent domain in order to 
gain ownership.

“We’ve met a lot of good 
people through this project 
and we have strong momen-
tum and we want to keep 
moving forward with our 
mission,” Fitzgerald said.

Those behind the gar-
den first envisioned it as 
a site for both community 
agriculture and urban re-
habilitation—“a simple ex-
periment in neighborhood 
resilience,” according to a 
statement from Fitzgerald.

“There was nothing 

Continued from Page 1 

Garden
will be given to children 
living in the New York 
City Housing Authority’s 
developments. 

In an effort to promote 
literacy, the “Imagine 
and Explore the World 
Through Reading” book 
drive, which started Aug. 
1, will accept donations of 
new or gently used books 
for children in grades kin-
dergarten through 12 at 
the center, located at 34-30 
137th St.  

People can drop off the 
books during the center’s 
hours. The center is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. and 
during the weekend from 3 
p.m. to 11 p.m.  

The drive will conclude 
Aug. 15. The donated books 
will be given to youth at 
the Family Day events of 
Bland Houses at 40-21 Col-
lege Point Blvd., Latimer 
Gardens at 34-25 Linden 
Place and Pomonok Hous-
es at 67-10 Parsons Blvd. 
Each development will re-
ceive 100 books.

The Bland Houses 

event will take place Aug. 
15 from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Latimer Gardens, Aug. 22 
from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.; and 
Pomonok Houses, Aug. 30 
from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

“We’ve got a generation 
of kids who may not re-
ally learn to read because 
they’ve become so digi-
tized and electronic, yet 
reading is fundamental to 
communication,” Moira 
Jack, the chapter’s presi-
dent, said. “If they cannot 
read effectively ... they’re 

not going to be able to com-
pete economically.” 

Members of the Delta 
Sigma Theta chapter, 
along with U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) and 
two people from the center 
 were present at the book 
drive’s launch. 

Leticia Deans, a chap-
ter member, and Dorette 
Lesesne, co-chairwoman 
of the social action com-
mittee, donated around 
80 books. Their goal is to 
have 300 books to distrib-

ute. 
Chartered in June 1951, 

the Jamaica-based Queens 
Alumnae chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority fo-
cuses primarily on public 
service.

Some of the programs 
that the chapter sponsors 
in the borough include 
scholarship awards; Sig-
nature, an annual tutorial 
program; Teen Lift, an-
nual tours of historically 
black colleges and uni-
versities; Project Cherish, 
the restoration of African 
American inventor Lewis 
Latimer’s house; and the 
Dr. Betty Shabazz Delta 
Academy, a national pro-
gram for girls ages 11 to 14 
that seeks to spark their 
interest in math, science, 
technology and carers in 
which minority represen-
tation is low.

Individuals can also 
order books from an Am-
azon Wishlist the orga-
nization set up and have 
them shipped directly to 
the center. Individuals 
must search “Delta Sigma 
Theta-Queens Alumnae” 
at www.amazon.com/gp/
registry/search. 

Continued from Page 1 

Books

A Queens sorority has launched a book drive for children in 
Flushing.  Photo courtesy of Moira Jack
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