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BY MADINA TOURE

The Bowne House in Flushing 
is calling on the city Parks De-
partment and other city agencies 
to address the growing homeless 
population and the drinking and 
drug activities in the adjacent 
Weeping Beech Park. 

An officer on the board of di-
rectors of the Bowne House His-
torical Society said the homeless-
ness and accompanying problems 
at night have been occurring 
during the last year in the park, 
located 143-20 37th Ave. 

This has had an adverse effect 
on the Bowne House, whose prop-
erty has been littered with  liquor 
bottles thrown over the fence and 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A federal grand jury 
returned an indictment 
Tuesday charging a young 
Flushing man and his 
friend with attempt and 
conspiracy to provide mate-
rial support to the terrorist 

group ISIS and the assault 
of FBI agents, according 
to the U.S. attorney for the 
Eastern District.

U.S. citizens Munther 
Omar Saleh, 21, from 
Bowne Street in Flush-
ing, and his friend, Fareed 
Mumuni, 21, from Staten 

Island were arrested days 
apart but were charged 
together in the grand jury 
indictment, which accused 
them of planning to plot 
terror attacks for ISIL in 
New York and attempted 
murder of federal officers, 
court documents showed.

BY GABRIEL ROM

Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) went 
to New Jersey in late July to visit 
the Hudson-Bergen Light Rail 
Line in an effort to gather more 
information about her own pro-
posal to bring a light rail line to 
Glendale and Middle Village.

“A light rail service through 
Queens will not only serve our 
growing population but also has 
the potential to provide residents 
with intraborough transit and 
further strengthen the local econ-
omy,” she said in a statement. 
“We’ve seen just that happen 
across the East River in Hudson 
County, N.J.”

The Hudson-Bergen line was 

BY TOM MOMBERG

The Department of City Planning has an-
nounced updates to its city Census FactFinder 
application that can now be used to quantify sta-
tistics on demographics, social characteristics, 
economics and housing in the country’s most di-

Have a question about city stats? 
Census FactFinder has answers

Crowley eyes 
light-rail line 

in west Queens
Homeless hit Flushing park
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Boro terror suspect charged

Urban woes arrive 
at Weeping Beach

It was a free-for-all with water guns as hundreds of kids joined a party for neighborhood youth thrown by the 
River Fund, a city organization that fights hunger, homelessness and poverty, in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.  Photo by Michael Shain
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Flushing resident Munther Omar Salah at 
his high school graduation, just a couple 
of years before he is accused of plotting 
a terrorist attack. 
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BY MADINA TOURE

In the aftermath of a 
small outbreak  of Legion-
naires’ disease in Queens 
this spring, borough hospi-
tals and buildings are con-
tinuing to undertake safety 
preventive measures in 
light of the recent outbreak 
in the South Bronx.

In April and May, 13 
people got sick with Legion-
naires’ in Flushing, three 
of whom live in the Bland 
Houses at 40-21 College 
Point Blvd. in Flushing, ac-
cording to a Health Depart-
ment spokeswoman. 

As of Wednesday, there 
had been 115 cases and 12 
deaths in the South Bronx, 
according to Mayor Bill 
de Blasio. There had been 
no new cases since Aug. 3. 
Health Commissioner Dr. 
Mary Bassett issued an or-
der Aug. 6 that owners of 
buildings with cooling tow-
ers are required to register 
their buildings and disin-
fect their towers. 

Legionnaires’ disease is 
a type of pneumonia caused 
by Legionella bacteria that 
grow in warm water and 
are  commonly found in 
cooling towers.

Some buildings use the 
towers in their air condi-
tioning, ventilation or heat-
ing systems. 

The Health Department 
found that a cooling tower 
in Flushing had Legionel-
la, the spokeswoman said. 
It has been disinfected and 
maintenance is being per-
formed. 

The department also 
found bacteria in the water 
system at the Bland Houses 
senior center, whose water 
supply is being disinfected.

The New York City Hous-
ing Authority contracted 
an environmental vendor 
to install a water ionization 
system for the complex’s 
five buildings and perform 
ongoing testing, according 
to a NYCHA spokeswoman. 
The system releases ions, 
which kill the bacteria, 
she said. The system was 

installed the week of Aug. 3 
and activated this week.

Water to the faucets at 
the senior center will re-
main shut off until NYCHA 
performs another round 
of bacterial analysis next 
week. 

“Working closely with 
the Department of Health, 
NYCHA moved swiftly to 
mitigate, remediate and 
reduce the risk of Legion-
naires’ at the Bland Houses 
senior center and com-
plex—since being detected 
and addressed, no addi-
tional cases have been re-
ported,” a NYCHA spokes-
woman said. 

De Blasio, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
announced the city would 
jointly create uniform 
regulations to combat the 
disease. 

The regulations will re-
quire time frames and pro-
cesses for maintenance and 
testing of cooling towers, 
fines for failure to comply 
and a statewide registry. 

NYCHA hosted a meet-
ing May 15 for residents, 
senior center visitors and 
staff at the center. Resi-
dents were notified of the 
ionization system Aug. 5 
and a resident meeting was 
held in partnership with 
the Health Department 
Aug. 6. Results of ongoing 
testing will be shared with 
residents. 

A spokesman for City 

Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) said his office 
asked for the meeting to be 
set up after learning of the 
cases. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said there 
were roughly three weeks 
of conference calls initiated 
by the Health Department 
about the Queens cases.

“They were responsive 
at that point, but they had 
not isolated where it origi-
nated,” Stavisky said. 

New York-Presbyterian/
Queens said it has limited 
cases of Legionnaires’ dis-
ease, typically in the warm-
er months.

“To ensure the safety of 
our patients and staff, we 
have a program in place 
that includes inspection of 
our cooling system and Le-
gionella has not been iden-
tified,” the hospital said in 
a statement. 

St. John’s Episcopal 
Hospital in Far Rockaway 
has not reported any pa-
tients with the disease, but 
started checking its cooling 
towers even before the city 
issued the directive.

“We’re definitely taking 
precautionary measures to 
ensure that we’re clear,” 
Thomas Thomson, the hos-
pital’s director of market-
ing and external relations, 
said. 

 Forest Hills Hospital 
has had no confirmed cases 
and said its cooling towers 
do not have the bacteria.

Legionnaries’ disease 
no match for Queens

Mayor de Blasio (r.) and City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito 
(l.) introduced legislation to manage cooling towers in the city.  

Courtesy of NYC City Council
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3Dollar vans fear rules, not Uber
Drivers ignore competition as Queens legislators push for more fi nes, tougher regulations 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
For downtown Jamaica 

commuters like those com-
ing out of the Parsons Bou-
levard subway station on 
Archer Avenue around 11 
p.m. one recent evening, 
commuter vans are a con-
venient transportation op-
tion compared to the more 
expensive Uber car service, 
city buses or cabs. 

But for the van drivers, 
most of whom are unaware 
of the billion-dollar app ve-
hicle-for-hire service, their 
main priority is to make 
sure the city does not put 
them out of business.  

“Uber? Nobody in my 
van knows Uber,” said 
Erwin, a  commuter van 
driver who did give his 
last name. “But everybody 
knows us.”

Erwin was not kid-
ding—none of his passen-
gers knew of Uber. Half a 
block down the street, some 
young kids waiting for an-
other dollar van knew the 
service but said it was too 
expensive for them. 

For a few dollars, com-
muter vans take passengers 
from downtown Jamaica to 

St. Albans, Rochdale, Cam-
bria Heights or the Rock-
aways.

Uber has been a hot top-
ic since the city came to an 
agreement to postpone put-
ting a cap on the number of 
Uber drivers until a traf-
fic study is completed. The 
service has raved about its 
Queens numbers, saying 
that there are currently 
8,000 Uber drivers from 
Queens and that it makes 
600,000 trips monthly with-
in the borough. Uber would 
not give specific informa-
tion about the origin and 

destination points of the 
Queens trips.

While Uber grows, othe 
car-sharing services are 
also taking advantage of 
unmet but needed services 
in the outer-boroughs. Re-
cently, the car-sharing ser-
vice, car2go, announced it 
will bring its one-way car-
sharing service to Long 
Island City, Astoria, Wood-
side and Sunnyside.  The 
move represents an impor-
tant step toward an outer-
Manhattan car-sharing 
system representing a new 
mobility option for the di-

verse and vibrant commu-
nities, a car2go spokesman 
said.  The company said 
its service area will grow 
from eight square miles to 
44 square miles, and will 
add an additional 100 smart 
vehicles to its fleet, bring-
ing the total fleet size in the 
city to 550 vehicles.

While Uber might have 
an impact on the yellow, 
green or livery taxi busi-
ness, it does not appear to 
have been been felt by the 
dollar van business so far. 
But city legislation might 
be changing that. “The city 

knows us and they try to 
take us down,” Erwin said. 
“Who gonna take these peo-
ple to Rosedale? The MTA? 
Ha!”  

Commuter vans came 
into existence by chance.  
During the 10-day transit 
strike in the 1980s, New 
Yorkers started carpool-
ing in large vans and they 
never stopped. In the ’90s, 
the city made commuter 
vans legal and today there 
are thousands of commuter 
vans across the city. 

The Commuter Van Re-
form Act, introduced last 
month by Council members 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) and Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) will combat 
illegally operating and un-
licensed van businesses 
across the city. 

According to Lancman 
and Miller, over the past 
year a number of shootings 
and car chases involving 
commuter vans have oc-
curred, exposing the dan-
gerous underbelly of this 
industry, legally host to 344 
vans and 301 drivers from 
a total of 46 commuter van 
companies across the city.  . 

In the Act, the Taxi & 

Limousine Commission 
will collect data and per-
form an annual study on 
the state of the legal and 
illegal commuter van in-
dustry. This study will re-
port data long missing that 
should assist in maintain-
ing proper transportation 
standards in communities 
served by the vans, includ-
ing eastern Queens, central 
and South Brooklyn, and 
Chinatown.

It will also raise fines 
for violations related to 
commuter vans and for its’ 
owners  illegally operating 
a commuter van to $3,000 
for a first offense and $4,000 
for second and subsequent 
offenses.

Additionally, the act 
would require commuter-
van service owners to have 
the same or more number 
of licensed drivers  as reg-
istered vans. If the owner 
fails to produce sufficient 
evidence, then TLC could 
suspend and revoke his or 
her authorization.

For now, Erwin is wor-
ried about making money, 
not legislation.

Commuter van drivers may have to face future legislation that will impose more restrictions and 
steep financial penalties on illegal van operations across the city.

Elected offi cials split over Flushing plaza proposal
Korean group pushes for project as pols, civic leaders disagree on street closure 

BY MADINA TOURE

A pedestrian plaza pro-
posed for the street across 
from the McGoldrick Li-
brary in Flushing has pit-
ted elected officials and 
community and civic lead-
ers against one another. 

In 2014, the Korean 
American Association of 
Queens applied to the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion to permanently close 
the street in front of the li-
brary on Roosevelt Avenue 
between 155th Street and 
Northern Boulevard and 
make a pedestrian plaza 
with tables and chairs.

The plaza would also be 

on Leonard Square, which 
honors Corporal William 
A. Leonard, a Flushing 
resident and World War I 
veteran.

On Friday state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
attended the trial street 
closure, which he said he 
learned of only a day earli-
er, and found that the area 
had limited room to reroute 
traffic to avoid congestion. 

He noted that there 
was little community 
input. Avella is planning 
to file a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request for the 
DOT to determine how the 
proposal came to fruition 
and wants a traffic analy-

sis done. 
“I only found out about 

this on Thursday and my 
first reaction was, ‘What 
idiot came up with this?’” 

he said during a news con-
ference Monday afternoon.

He places the blame on 
the DOT and elected offi-
cials who support the pro-

posal, including state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing), who he said “should 
be ashamed of herself.” 

  “I fault the city and I 
fault any elected official 
who tried to sneak this 
through,” he said.

Chrissy Voskerichian, 
vice president of the Sta-
tion Road Civic Associa-
tion, said the plaza would 
take away 15 to 20 parking 
spaces and that the area 
has historical significance. 

“It’s a bad idea, it’s a bad 
plan and it’s unnecessary,” 
Voskerichian said. 

Mike Favilla, Stavisky’s 
chief of staff, said the pro-
posal does not concern 

Avella.
“Tony Avella has made 

more crazy allegations than 
Donald Trump and now he’s 
at it again,” Favilla said in 
a statement. “Considering 
that Tony only received 52 
percent of the vote in his 
last primary, perhaps he 
should spend more time 
in his own district rather 
than looking for fights else-
where.”

Koo echoed similar sen-
timents.

“We look forward to con-
tinuing these discussions 
with those who choose to 
do so with respect and di-
plomacy,” he said in a state-
ment.

State Sen. Tony Avella listens as a community leader expresses 
her opposition to the proposal. Photo by Madina Toure
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JCCA’s Full-Day
Family Child Care

Licensed, Home-Based, Individualized

Safe and Nurturing

Home-made Meals 

NYC Department of Health

Trained and Monitored

Funding Available

For More Information, call

718-575-7047  
or visit jccany.org/fcc

Car ban plan panned by fans of Astoria Park
BY BILL PARRY

A lawmaker’s request to ban 
cars from Shore Boulevard in 
Astoria Park is meeting resis-
tance from residents of western 
Queens. 

Following the June 27 fatal 
hit-and-run of Betty Jean DiBi-
asio at Ditmars Boulevard and 
19th Street at the northern edge 
of the park, City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
started a petition calling for bet-
ter traffic safety measures in the 
neighborhoods surrounding the 
park.

Last week, Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria) 
went even further when she 
penned a letter to the city DOT 
requesting that the agency close 
Shore Boulevard between Asto-
ria Park South and Ditmars Bou-
levard to traffic, citing numerous 
accidents involving pedestrians 
and motorists. Aside from the 
traffic conditions, residents have 
long complained of drag racing, 
loitering in idle vehicles, and per-
sistent noise along the scenic wa-

terfront roadway.
“One of the great things about 

Astoria Park is the access it pro-
vides to the waterfront,” Simotas 
said. “With cars racing up and 
down Shore Boulevard, families 
are forced to cross a hazardous 
barrier in order to fully enjoy this 
green space.” 

Noting the benefits that other 
city parks experienced after pro-

hibiting vehicular traffic, and 
following another tragic accident 
on the streets surrounding Asto-
ria Park, Simotas called on DOT 
Commissioner Polly Trottenberg 
to close the half-mile stretch to all 
non-emergency vehicles. Simotas 
does not see any downside to the 
proposal.

“Overnight parking is already 
prohibited here and there are no 

residences or businesses abutting 
the street in question,” Simotas 
said. “By closing this superfluous 
half-mile section to vehicles we 
can make Astoria Park safer and 
better with hardly any effect on 
congestion in the area.”

Constantinides said there is a 
need for a comprehensive, long-
lasting plan. 

“There are several safety mea-
sures that could greatly improve 
the area, including a car-free 
Shore Boulevard,” he said.

The Department of Transpor-
tation seemed receptive to the 
Simotas request saying, “DOT is 
always open to working with the 
community and elected officials 
on ideas about enhancing safety, 
particularly at key destinations 
well used by residents and visi-
tors alike such as Astoria Park.”

There was no support, howev-
er, for the plan among visitors to 
Astoria Park Tuesday afternoon. 

“I think this is the nicest street 
in all of Astoria, why would they 
want to close it? This is the worst 
idea I’ve ever heard of,” said an 
85-year-old lifelong Astoria resi-

dent named Steve.
He was talking with Ilene Voz-

zo, a 74-year-old from Woodside. 
“I drive over every day during 
the summer to sit in the shade 
and look at the views,” she said. 
“Where would we park if there’s 
no Shore Boulevard?”

Long Island City resident 
Reyes Diaz agreed that parking 
is limited in the residential areas 
surrounding the park. 

“It doesn’t make much sense.  
To get here you need a car be-
cause it’s so far from the subway,” 
he said. “Besides there’s plenty of 
police and security even late at 
night.  It shouldn’t be a problem.”

Gonzolo, an 18-year-old skate-
boarder from East Elmhurst who 
came to the park because Shore 
Boulevard was resurfaced this 
week, had a simple solution. 

“They should just put up more 
speed bumps and stop signs,” he 
said. “ There’s already plenty of 
cops here.”

Christina, a Shore Towers 
resident since the ’80s, believes 
Simotas is looking at the wrong 
street.

Astoria Park users voice opposition to Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas' pro-
posed closure of Shore Boulevard to motorists. Photo by Bill Parry
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*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Individual treatment options are designed by 
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to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
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Sunnyside loves Luke
Civic leader remembered with street co-naming honor
BY BILL PARRY

The late civic leader 
Luke Adams was so re-
vered in Sunnyside that he 
had a street co-named in 
his honor less than a year 
after his death. Communi-
ty leaders, elected officials 
and nearly 200 residents 
gathered to unveil “Luke 
Adams Way” at the corner 
of 46th Street and Queens 
Boulevard, right next to 
the iconic Sunnyside Arch, 
that he helped build in the 
1980s to revitalize the busi-
ness district.

Adams, who died in No-
vember at 76, was involved 
in daily community work 
for more than 40 years as a 
leader of the Gateway Res-
toration project and former 
president of the Sunnyside 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the Sunnyside-Woodside 
Lions Club. He was most 
recently a vice president 
and founding member of 
Sunnyside Artists and a 
reluctant recipient of the 
first Luke Adams Sunny-
sider of the Year award.

“It is important that 
we never forget the life of 
Luke Adams,” City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bram-
er (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“His work helped put Sun-
nyside on the map and has 
left a lasting impression 
that will forever be felt in 
our community. By cere-
moniously co-naming 46th 
Street in his honor we help 
ensure future generations 
of Sunnysiders remember 

his legacy and all the great 
work he did for this neigh-
borhood.”

State Assemblwoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Ridge-
wood) cut short a family 
vacation to attend and help 
honor her friend of more 
than 30 years. 

“Luke Adams was an 
outstanding Sunnyside 
community treasure, a lov-
er of travel, life and most 
importantly he was a dear 
friend,” she said. “Luke 
will never be forgotten for 
his generosity, his laugh 
and his spirit.”

Adams became the 
owner of Don Bar Travel 
on 46th Street in 1972 and 
that’s where he and like-
minded friends would 
meet to discuss different 
ways of promoting the 
neighborhood and all of its 

small businesses. Friends 
like Tony Lana, the longest 
serving member of the Ki-
wanis Club and director 
of the Sunnyside Drum 
Corps, which performed at 
the ceremony.

Lana was scheduled to 
speak but could not. 

“I was way too emotion-
al and I didn’t want to get 
choked up in front of my 
kids,” he said. “Luke and 
I started our businesses 
in ‘72 and worked together 
on Gateway and the other 
organization. We always 
had our heads in the same 
place and he always put his 
money up. If he was having 
an event, he would pay for 
the best cake.”

Mark Wilensky, the 
current president of the 
Sunnyside-Woodside Lions 
Club, said, “He was like a 

big brother to me for more 
than 35 years, he taught 
me everything. We’d ar-
gue and fight and then 
we’d talk it out the follow-
ing week.”

Many of his friends 
spoke during the ceremo-
ny. 

Kris Czerniachowicz 
said Adams changed her 
life.

“He turned me into an 
addict, a service addict,” 
she said. “The more you 
do to help people, the more 
you want to do.  It’s  like a 
drug.” 

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), who 
in February submitted a 
statement to the Congres-
sional Record remember-
ing his friend of 30 years, 
called the street co-nam-
ing a “fitting tribute to 
someone who will not only 
be remembered for his ac-
complishments as a civic 
leader, but also for his gen-
erosity and selflessness.”

Community Board 2 
Chairman Pat O’Brien, 
whose family roots in 
Sunnyside date back to 
the 1870s, says he  will be 
remembered as a great 
leader.

“The beautiful and 
diverse fabric of Sunny-
side has been woven by a 
number of wonderful, tal-
ented, and committed in-
dividuals over the years,” 
he said. “Our friend Luke 
Adams,may stand the tall-
est among them.”

New bus lanes head 
to Woodhaven Blvd.

BY GABRIEL ROM

New bus lanes are being 
added to both sides of Wood-
haven Avenue, between 
Dry Harbor Road and Met-
ropolitan Avenue, a stretch 
that covers approximately 
1.3 miles. Implementation 
of the lanes—which con-
sists primarily of redraw-
ing the street lines—began 
in mid-July, according to 
the MTA.  

The bus lanes will be in 
effect Monday through Fri-
day from 7 a.m. to 10  a.m. 
and from 4 p.m. to 7  p.m. 
Parking spaces and regula-
tions will not be affected by 
the new lanes. 

The new bus lanes, 
which overlap with Select 
Bus Service lanes, are part 
of a separate project, first 
alluded to in the city De-
partment of Transportation 
2009 “Congested Corridors” 
study. The study identi-
fied both short-term and 
long-term improvements 
to help reduce congestion 
and vehicular emissions, 
and to improve mobility 

in the Woodhaven area. A 
2014 follow-up study found 
Woodhaven Boulevard to 
be one of the most danger-
ous corridors in the city for 
drivers and pedestrians.

The bus lanes, for the 
time being, will not be mon-
itored by cameras, though 
that may change if Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo signs a bill 
passed by the state Senate 
to continue New York City’s 
bus lane camera enforce-
ment program. 

The new lanes are a pre-
cursor to a much larger re-
design of Woodhaven Bou-
levard as part of the Select 
Bus Service program. SBS, 
which has met opposition 
from area civic organiza-
tions, promises to add pe-
destrian safety improve-
ments, limited stop service, 
off-board fare collection, 
and more bus lanes. Local 
transportation advocates 
worry that the bus lanes, 
SBS or otherwise, will both 
take up valuable parking 
spaces and depress neigh-
borhood businesses during 
the construction process. 

Queens Boulevard and 46th Street is co-named to honor the mem-
ory of Sunnyside civic leader Luke Adams. Photo by Bill Parry

Implementation of the lanes--which consists primarily of redraw-
ing the streetlines--began in mid-July, according to the MTA. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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MON. AUG 24th

QUEENS –
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

WED. AUG 26th

QUEENS –
HOWARD BEACH

11 AM & 3 PM
Lenny’s Clam Bar

161-03 Crossbay Boulevard

FRI. AUG 28th

QUEENS –
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Boulevard

We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com
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funded through a mixture 
of public and private invest-
ments, a funding scheme 
that Crowley would also 
like to see for her proposed 
line. 

The Hudson-Bergen line 
runs through Bayonne, 
Jersey City, Hoboken, Wee-
hawken, Union City and 
North Bergen. The line be-
gan operation in 2000 and 
expanded over the next 10 
years. It currently serves 
over 50,000 daily passen-
gers across 24 passenger 
stations in addition to 
moving freight in some ar-
eas, according to New Jer-
sey Transit. The line was 
part of the state’s “smart 
growth” plan, which has 
reduced auto-ridership and 
was designed to revitalize 
urban and suburban areas 
through transit-oriented 
development. 

“Since its inception 
less than 15 years ago, the 
Hudson-Bergen Light Rail 
has grown to be the second-
most utilized New Jersey 
Transit line and has also 

contributed to the revital-
ization of cities like Hobo-
ken and Jersey City,” Crow-
ley said. 

“I believe the same could 
happen here in Queens. 
With two of the most ex-
pensive aspects already in 
place – the track and the 
right-of-way – it would be 
that much easier and more 
cost-efficient to imple-
ment,” Crowley said.

Crowley’s proposed 
rail line would run from 
Glendale near Woodhaven 
Boulevard into Long Island 
City, with passenger stops 
at the Metro Mall in Middle 
Village and in Long Island 
City.

“I’m astonished and de-
lighted that someone has 
put this idea on the table,” 
said Alex Garvin an urban 
planner and professor of 
Architecture at Yale Uni-
versity. “There is no really 
good east-west communica-
tion that goes into Ridge-
wood, Glendale and Middle 
Village. Having a street car 
which effectively would go 
east-west through  those 
communities is something 
that I believe is absolutely 
necessary and a great idea,” 
he added. Garvin has him-
self proposed a light-rail 
line connecting Brooklyn 
with Queens. 

debris, she said. 
She  has been reaching 

out to social service agen-
cies to assist the homeless 
people and has notified the 
police of the criminal ac-
tivities. 

“They (Parks) said they 
come twice a day, but it’s 
not adequate,” she said. 
“You’re dealing with es-
sentially a very small space 
that’s heavily utilized by 
people in the neighborhood 
and other groups.”

South Korean native 
Linda Kwon, 50, has been 
living in the park for 
the past month with her 
husband, her 30-year-old 
daughter and their dog 
since they lost their home 
nearby . She moved to the 
park because people kept 
stealing her bags when she 
stayed across the street. 

She said that someone 
from the Bowne House 
was spraying water on the 
benches to send  homeless 
people away, taking pic-
tures of her against her will 
and even calling the police. 

She said there are many 
homeless people like her 
who stay in the park be-
cause they have no other 
place to go.

“Now I don’t have money 
for apartment,” Kwon said. 
“So I want people to help 
me. I need a house.”

The Bowne House of-
ficer said she has spoken 
with Kwon, whom she de-
scribed as a nice woman, 
and said the water spraying 
on the bench was meant for 
the plants.

The city Department of 
Homeless Services said it 
has identified Kwon’s fam-
ily and that an outreach 
team is working to get 
them to accept services.  
The agency is trying to get 
the family to come  into the 
Adult Family Intake Center 
and is working with faith 
leaders to keep the mem-
bers together. 

A Parks spokeswoman 
said Common Ground, a 
nonprofit that helps home-
less people move into sup-
portive housing, has been 
providing outreach and 
helping to assist the home-
less people in the park. 
The agency has also been 

coordinating efforts with 
the NYPD and has hosted a 
number of volunteer clean-
up days at the park. 

The agency’s Park En-
forcement Patrol and main-
tenance divisions have also 
been monitoring and main-
taining the park regularly, 
she said.

Anyone found drinking 
or doing drugs in the park 
at any time can be given a 
summons, removed from 
the park or arrested, the 
Parks spokeswoman said. 
Anyone within the park af-
ter hours would be removed 
from the space. 

The Bowne House offi-
cer said she suggested mov-
ing the benches away from 
the fence and putting them 
on the central path, while 
the agency recommended 
putting lights along that 
fence to deter criminal ac-
tivity.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said she has 
not received complaints, 
but she plans to speak with 
the community affairs peo-
ple in the 109th Precinct. 

Continued from Page 1 

Light rail
Continued from Page 1 

Park
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Open House Saturday, September 6th from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m

Wednesday, August 26th, and Thursday August 27th 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Friday, August 28th 10:00 a.m.  - 4:00 p.m.

Tuesday, September 1st, Wednesday, September 2nd, Thursday, September 3rd 
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Fall Registration Dates
Classes begin on Tuesday, September 8th

For Schedule and Additional Information: Call (718) 279-3980 
or visit us at NadiaDance.net

BAYBRIDGE COMMONS SHOPPING CENTER
208-42 Cross Island Parkway, Bayside, NY 11360 (718) 279-3980

Elizabeth Crowley (r.) standing with James Greller (c.), trans-
portation planner from the Hudson County Improvement 
Authority and Philip Maccioli, president and CEO of AECOM. 

Photo courtesy Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley’s office
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www.cordmeyer.net

Please visit our Retail Stores, Restaurants,
Banks, Garages, and Supermarkets:

 
FOREST HILLS, NY

Queens Boulevard:
CHEEBURGER CHEEBURGER, BEACH BUM TANNING, TD BANK,

MERIDIAN MEDSPA, MIDWAY FH CAR PARK, KEY FOOD,
CVS

Continental Avenue:
CHASE BANK, PRIME SMOKE SHOP, LORILIL JEWELERS,

SUBWAY, BANK OF AMERICA, AT&T WIRELESS, AEROSOLES
STATION SQUARE OPTICAL, CAPITAL ONE BANK

71st Road:
BLUE PEARL VETERINARY SPECIALISTS, WINDSOR FH CAR PARK

BAYSIDE, NY
Bell Boulevard & 26th Avenue

THE BAY TERRACE SHOPPING CENTER
www.bayterrace.com

Cord Meyer Development Company

Committed to Excellence 
Since 1904
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Saleh was arrested June 
13, along with two other 
unnamed co-conspirators, 
after federal investigators 
followed the three men in 
a car near a parking lot 
close to the Whitestone 
Bridge. When investigators 
approached them, Saleh 
allegedly try to attack fed-
eral agents with a knife in 
his hand, according to the 
criminal complaint. 

Mumuni was arrested 
June 17 after he alleg-
edly tried to stab a federal 
agent during an execution 
of search warrant at his 
Staten Island home, the 
indictment said. Prosecu-
tors said law enforcement 
observed Mumuni holding 
several meeting with Saleh 
in May and recorded wire-
taps of phone conversations 
described as “motivating” 
by prosecutors, according 
to the court documents.

The federal investiga-
tion into Saleh, who was 
studying electrical cir-
cuitry at Vaughn College 
of Aeronautics and Tech-

nology in East Elmhurst, 
revealed he had been al-
legedly planning to attack 
various city landmarks on 
behalf of the Islamic State, 
the indictment said. He al-
legedly translated Islamic 
State propaganda into Eng-
lish and expressed support 
on Twitter for the Charlie 
Hebdo attack in Paris and 
the shooting outside a Mo-
hammad cartoon contest 
in Texas., according to the 
criminal complaint.

As alleged in the indict-
ment and in other court 
filings, the defendants es-
poused radical jihadist be-
liefs and fervent support for 
ISIL. Saleh allegedly also 
made efforts to prepare a 
“pressure cooker” bomb 
for detonation in the city 
on behalf of ISIL,the court 
papers said. 

The arraignment for 
Saleh and Mumuni was 
scheduled for Aug. 20 in 
Brooklyn federal court. If 
convicted, Mumuni faces 
a maximum sentence of 85 
years’ imprisonment and 
Saleh faces a maximum 
sentence of 65 years’ im-
prisonment. 

Continued from Page 1 

Indictment
verse borough of Queens.

Newly aggregated data 
on DCP’s FactFinder, 
http://maps.nyc.gov/cen-
sus/ is populated with 
numerous little factoids, 
such as that Bayside’s 
population has grown to 37 
percent Asian as recently 
as 2013, of whom about 53 
percent are Chinese and 36 
percent are Korean.

The tool can also show 
that the median home 
value in census tracts sur-
rounding LaGuardia Air-
port is $20,000 less than 
the city average; that 68 
percent of people living 
within a quarter mile of 
the Jamaica Center Sub-
way station depend solely 
on public transportation; 
and that about 25 percent 
of South Ozone Park resi-
dents do not have a high 
school diploma or general 
equivalency degree.

All these random Cen-
sus facts may be collective-
ly irrelevant, but advance-
ments in the way data is 
collected and stored are 

rapidly changing the way 
people can apply informa-
tion, and City Planning is 
offering this service free 
of charge. 

DCP Population Divi-
sion Director Joseph Salvo 
said the updates to the 
FactFinder tool and the 
information it offers are 
unprecedented. He said 
similar web tools have 
been launched privately 
and at a cost to users, but 
this is the first time any 
government agency has 
made such a tool available 

to the public.
“This is the definition 

of good government — of-
fering a free service that 
can better examine and 
serve all populations,” 
Salvo said.

City Planning’s new ag-
gregations of data from the 
federal Census Bureau’s 
American Community 
Survey provide a new tool 
for city agencies to better 
allocate social services, 
for entrepreneurs to learn 
how best to meet the needs 
of their customers, and for 

ordinary citizens to better 
understand the communi-
ties in which they live.

“The agencies of the 
city have always used our 
data, but now it is right 
at their fingertips,” Salvo 
said. “We have come to re-
alize that single-tract data 
is really not reliable, so 
you have to come up with 
an algorithm to define 
more detail … and now 
agencies can create poli-
cies, services, and address 
needs accordingly.”

The mapping tool al-
lows users to customize the 
geographic area for which 
they are trying to obtain 
information by drawing 
a perimeter, selecting in-
dividual neighborhoods 
or census tracts, subway 
stops or points of interest. 
Users can see education, 
employment, demograph-
ics and socio-economic 
data that have been acces-
sible using algorithms City 
Planning has been work-
ing on for the last year 
and a half, cross aggregat-
ing decennial censuses 
and the annual American 
Community Survey. 

Continued from Page 1 

FactFinder

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Moving Sept. 11 concert at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
This Sept. 11 Brook-

lynites will remember — 
and they will find comfort 
in music.

Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help will host a 9-11 trib-
ute in its auditorium, fea-
turing the original work 
of Brooklynite Rosalie 
Commentucci O’Hara and 
her new song, “United As 
One – Ode to September 
11th.”

Appearing on the same 
venue with her are singing 
sensations Jay Siegel’s To-
kens and Stan Zizka’s Del-
Satins. With a line-up like 
this, even The Lion won’t 
sleep that night.

O’Hara, an artist who 
has written hundreds of 
songs, watched the hor-
ror of 9-11 unfold from her 
downtown window.

“I cried with the rest of 
the city,” she says. She’d 
wipe the daily dust that 
somehow entered her home 
through closed window. 
But there was nothing she 
could do about that hor-

rible burning smell that 
lingered. Driving along             
the highway to her day 
job at Elmhurst Hospital, 
she would glimpse at the 
empty hole in the skyline 
where the Towers once 
stood. She would think 
of her cousin, firefighter 
Carl Bini of Staten Island’s 
Rescue 5, one of the heroes 
who lost his life that day.

And O’Hara was in-
spired to write about all of 
it. She recorded a song that 
was put on the back burner 
for a while until she per-
fected it. Sometimes, when 
things are that raw, it does 
take a while. On Sept. 11, 
2015 she will sing that 
original piece, a song with 
background music that 
includes two trumpets, a 
piano, saxophones, an or-
gan, drums, and more. Her 
two sisters —  Janet Pas-
cale, who also lives in the 
borough, and Lily Bifone, 
who is making her way 
here from Kentucky — 
will perform on stage with 
her. Joining the ladies 

will be their brother, Gabe 
Commentucci, commut-
ing from Queens. In addi-
tion, O’Hara will perform 
five other original songs. 
One, she hints, is about 
the Brooklyn-Queens Ex-
pressway.

One of the evening’s 
other performers, Jay 
Siegel, grew up in Brigh-
ton Beach, and attended 
Lincoln High School. It 
was there that he met Neil 
Sedaka, one of the original 
members of The Tokens.

“I had the best child-
hood, growing up in 
Brooklyn,” says Siegel, 
who remembers fondly 
many good meals at Lun-
dy’s. The doo-wop singer 
married a Brooklyn girl, 
and they’ve been together 
for 53 years.

On Sept. 11, he plans 
to perform hits like, “The 
Lion Sleeps Tonight,” 
transporting the audi-
ence back to a time of in-
nocence, long before the 
word “terrorism” was part 

of our vocabulary.
“We want people to 

come away smiling,” he 
says. “We want them to 
feel young again.”

Stan Zizka and The 
Del-Satins are remem-
bered for their hit, “Tear-
drops Follow Me,” as well 
as their harmonies that 
were featured on hit re-
cords for Dion and other 
famous artists.

Tickets for the show 
are $55. VIP seating is 
$80, and includes an after-

party, during which you 
can meet and mingle with 
the performers, pose for 
photos, and ask for auto-
graphs. Hors d’oeuvres 
will be served.

Sept. 11 Tribute at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help 
(5902 Sixth Ave. between 
59th and 60th streets in Bay 
Ridge). The show starts 
at 7 pm. Tickets may be 
purchased at september-
11tribute.brownpaper-
tickets.com, or call (888) 
540–8880.

Updates to the Department of City Planning’s FactFinder appli-
cation using aggregated data from the Census Bureu’s American 
Community Survey allows users to find information on specific 
geographies for free. Screengrab
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