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BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of 
Environmental Protection an-
nounced that a new interceptor 
line that will reduce combined 
sewer overflows into Flushing 
Bay, Powell’s Cove and Little 
Bay has been activated. 

In 2012, the DEP started 
constructing a 2,100-foot-long, 
6-foot-high by 6-foot-wide sew-
er line running north from the 
intersection of 131st Street and 
11th Avenue under Powell’s 
Cove Park in Whitestone to 
the Tallman Island Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant in College 
Point.

The project, which cost $30 
million, is expected to reduce 
combined sewer overflows—
when a diluted mixture of 
rainwater, human waste and 
sewage is released into local 
waterways once the sewer 
reaches capacity—into local 
waterways by nearly 140 mil-
lion gallons each year.

“The completion of this new 
interceptor sewer line will re-
sult in cleaner and healthier 
water in Flushing Bay, Pow-
ell’s Cove and Little Bay,” DEP 
Commissioner Emily Lloyd 
said in a statement. “We are 
also pleased to have been able 
to add wetlands and improve 

Bayside activist,
civic pacesetter
dies at age 78

BY TOM MOMBERG

Retired teacher, commu-
nity activist and civic leader 
Frank Skala, who died of a 
stroke at Long Island’s St. 
Francis Hospital in the early 
hours of Monday morning, left 
a lasting imprint on the Bay-
side Community. He was 78.

Skala had been suffering 
from failing health in the last 
few months but  still managed 
to make his presence known 
and his voice heard.

Skala was the first to admit 
he was still fighting a good 
fight. Athough he stepped 
down from Community Board 
11 earlier this year, Skala 
could still be spotted at Com-
munity Board 11 meetings be-
fore it took summer recess. He 
also made an appearance with 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
in July, when he was awarded 
the state Senate’s Liberty Med-
al, one of New York’s highest 
civilian honors.

“I used to do a lot more work 
than I can do now. It’s hard to 
type, it’s hard to use a pen, but 
I can still say no,” Skala said 
when he received the award 
from Avella, referring to his 
own outspoken nature when it 
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At the Louis Armstrong House, traditional jazz bands hold concerts and serve red beans and rice at 
the break. Cynthia Sayer (r) has single-handedly turned the banjo into a jazz instrument but here she 
turns the lead over to trumpeter Charlie Caranicas.  Photo by Michael Shain

Sewer line 
to cut back 

waste in bays

Life of Frank Skala remembered
SOUNDS OF SUMMER
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BY TOM MOMBERG

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) rallied alongside 
civic leaders and community 
leaders outside the Bayside 
Jewish Center last week in 
a renewed call on the state 
Legislature to pass his legis-
lation requiring community 
input prior to the selection of 
sites for future schools.

The bill, S.5387, passed 
with a majority in the state 
Senate in mid-June before 
the recess. It was delivered 
to the Assembly by  
Assemblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) the same day, but 
there was not enough time for 
it to be passed before recess. 

The bill will come up un-
der the review of the Assem-
bly’s Education Committee 
when lawmakers return, 
so several civic leaders and 
concerned residents intend 
to remind the surrounding 
communities and the Legis-
lature that the current school 
selection process does not do 
enough to consult the public.

The bill would require a 
school district or the School 
Construction Authority to 
provide local officials and 
community boards with a 
detailed analysis of the pro-
posed school site prior to fi-

nalizing any purchase.
With three specific sites 

in mind, Avella and many of 
his constituents have been 
concerned the city’s SCA was 
sidestepping potential com-
munity reservations when 
selecting the Bayside Jewish 
Center at 203-05 32nd Ave., 
and former Keil Brothers 
Garden Center, Keil Bros. 
Garden Center at 210-11 48th 
Ave., for new schools in Bay-
side, in addition to the site 
in Flushing at 30-48 Linden 
Place, already owned by the 
city Department of Educa-
tion.

“All three sites are exam-
ples of the dictatorial attitude 
of the (SCA). We live in, and 
I represent, probably the two 
highest-performing school 
districts in the city,” Avella 
said at the rally. “People move 
here because they know we 
have great schools. Having 
said that, it does not mean 
that we will turn a blind eye 
to anything the SCA wants 
to do and pluck down in the 
middle of an inappropriate 
site, a new school.”

Each site drew immense 
criticism from their respec-
tive communities due to traf-
fic and safety concerns, the 
potential effect on adjacent 

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2015 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY MADINA TOURE

Residents and developers of 
the One Fulton Square mixed-
use development in Flushing 
say the recent addition of sev-
eral new restaurants, bars and 
retail spaces are adding to the 
complex’s diverse shopping ex-
perience.

Located at 39-16 Prince St., 
One Fulton Square includes 
the 168-room Hyatt Hotel, 
which opened last June, 22 
office units, 19 commercial 
retail units, 43 luxury resi-
dential units. The developers, 
F&T Group and Shanghai 
Construction Group America, 
broke ground on the project in 
March 2011.

Rong Restaurant, Good 
Harvest, Presso Coffee, Leaf 
Bar & Lounge, Iki Modern Jap-
anese Cuisine and the Coop 
have all opened in the complex 
within the last five months. 

Helen Lee, executive vice 
president of F&T Group, said 
Flushing has always been 
known as a “cheap eats” neigh-
borhood, but notes that One 
Fulton Square offers more up-
scale offerings. 

“We wanted to do a curated 
collection of really authentic 
restaurant concepts that are 
mostly imported from China, 
because I think the demo-
graphics here are changing,” 
Lee said. 

King Mei, owner of Good 
Harvest, said the restaurant 
specializes in seafood. He said 
the development’s appeal is 
that it is comfortable.

“When you want to eat 
something, you come over 
here,” Mei said. “It’s more 
comfortable when you eat here 
than at other restaurants. It’s 
more high-class.”

Wen Wang, a barista at 
Presso Coffee, grew up in Chi-
natown and has been living in 
Bayside. He saidOne Fulton 
Square is part of the continu-

ing development of Flushing, 
and that the the café appeals 
to young people.

“I think people like this sort 
of vibe—a little bit kitschy, a 
little bit vintage,” Wang said.

Leesang Wang, 23, a stu-
dent at Vaughn College of 
Aeronautics and Technology 
in East Elmhurst, said she ap-
preciates the relaxing, modern 
nature of Presso Coffee. “I love 
the style and I love the space,” 
Wang said. 

College Point resident Amy 
Su, 30, said she felt like she 
was in the city while drinking 
a cocktail at the Leaf Bar & 
Lounge, which includes a roof-
top and outdoor terrace.

“It’s really good,” Su said. 
“I like the design. It doesn’t 
feel like Flushing. It just 
seems very city-like and it’s 
very modern.”

But Flushing resident Tony 
Hua, 24, who was invited to 
eat at the Iki restaurant by his 
friends, said he thinks One 
Fulton Square is meant to ap-
peal to the wealthy patrons of 
the Hyatt Hotel. 

“The people living in the 
hotel, they got money so that’s 
why they want to open fancy 
restaurants,” Hua said. 

Incheon Seafood Restau-
rant, Papparich, Mister Hot-
pot, T-Mobile, Equal Care 
Pharmacy, MC Hair Artistic 
Inc., New York Lady’s Spa, 
Dejavu Tailoring, Diamonds 
Direct and Shiseido will be 
opening at the complex in the 
future. 

 
Reach reporter Madina 

Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued on Page 9

State Sen. Tony Avella renews his call to the state Legislature to pass 
his legislation requiring community notification prior to the selection 
of a school site. Photo by Tom Momberg

The Iki Restaurant at One Fulton Square offers modern Japanese cui-
sine.  Photo by Madina Toure

Avella calls for public 
to review new schools

New vibe in Flushing
One Fulton Square provides upscale restaurants and bars 
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul 
and U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) took a tour of Bell 
Boulevard businesses Tues-
day, guided by the leaders of 
the Bayside Village Business 
Improvement District.

Hochul, who chairs the Re-
gional Economic Development 
Councils from around the state 
for the governor, said visiting 
Bayside and learning about its 
various small business models 
provided an important per-
spective on the work the coun-
cils do as catalysts for small 
business activity.

“It’s important to be able to 
cover every corner of the state 
and to be right here in Queens, 
in the Bayside area, gives me 
a sense that there is a strong 
history of tradition here, that 
there are businesses that have 
been here 65 years,” Hochul 
said.

The pair of elected officials 
started with a visit to the Bay-
side Milk Farm, talking to its 

owner Pat Perulli and his em-
ployees. Next up, they stopped 
in at Turn The Page Again, an 
Affirmative Business Book-
store program of Transitional 
Services for New York, which 
provides jobs and vocational 
training opportunities to indi-
viduals with mental disabili-
ties.

And after visiting Papazzio 
Italian Restaurant and the new 
rooftop restaurant at Bourbon 
Street, Hochul and Meng went 
on to tour some businesses 
affiliated with the Jamaica 
Center Business Improvement 
District. 

“We want to bring the at-
tention of the (governor’s of-
fice) to areas that don’t often 
get as much attention as other 
parts,” Meng said. “When they 
are making larger plans that 
affect New York City, or bor-
oughs or the whole state, then 
maybe they will be reminded 
of places like Community 
Board 11’s jurisdiction and 
think of us once in a while.”

Hochul said she was im-

pressed by what she saw, with 
Bayside’s new, hip establish-
ments along with its long-estab-
lished businesses  reflecting a 
changing demographic that 

accommodates both younger 
and older residents.

“This offers a quality of life 
and a lot of diversity for the 
people that live here and want 

to visit here,” Hochul said. 
“Bell Boulevard is really com-
ing back. It has had its ups and 
downs, but I think there is a 
lot more belief that businesses 
can thrive here.”

The lieutenant governor 
also said visiting commercial 
areas across the state gives 
her a sense of the everyday 
struggles businesses face.

“I come out of a small 
business family. I helped my 
mother start a small business, 
so I have a real empathy for 
small business owners and a 
real respect for the willing-
ness to go out on a limb,” she 
said. “It’s high risk when you 
start a business: You don’t 
know the outcome. But the 
ones who stay here and have 
remained in this community 
have been beneficiaries of a 
turnaround.”

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul and Congresswoman Grace Meng tour Bell 
Boulevard establishments with the Bayside Village BID starting with the 
Bayside Milk Farm. Photo by Michael Shain

Lieutenant governor pays Bell Boulevard a visit
Hochul, Meng tour Bayside businesses as a role model for other communities across state
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BY GABRIEL ROM

It’s expensive to live in 
northwest Queens—really 
expensive. 

According to a July report 
from the Douglas Elliman 
real estate brokerage firm, 
median rents in the neighbor-
hoods of Astoria, Sunnyside 
and Long Island City surged 
to $3,016 per month, earn-
ing those neighborhoods the 
proud distinction of having 
higher rents than Brooklyn, 
which has an average median 
rent of $2,968 per month. Man-
hattan, unsurprisingly, came 
in first with a median rental 
price of $3,418 per month.

Even as city rents are in-
creasing across the board, the 
growth in the Queens market 
is particularly dramatic. Af-
ter three months of decline, 
Queens’ median rental price 
surged 14 percent, the high-

est level since Douglas Elli-
man first tracked the metric 
beginning in December 2011.  

“What happens in the 
Manhattan market will dic-
tate what will happen in 
Queens—especially in Long 
Island City, Astoria, and 
Woodside. Because the mar-
ket in Manhattan is so tight, 
consumers are deciding to go 
to Queens as an alternative,” 
said Luciane Serifovic, direc-
tor of rentals at Elliman.

“It used to be that clients 
would come to Manhattan, 
get priced out, and go to 
Brooklyn. But now that parts 
of Brooklyn have become as 
expensive as Manhattan, es-
pecially those neighborhoods 
closest to Manhattan,” she 
said. “Clients when they don’t 
find what they’re looking for 
in Manhattan go to Queens.”

 Average rental price per 

BY TOM MOMBERG

Several state legislators 
from Queens signed and sent 
letters to Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey Aug. 12, 
expressing opposition to the 
possible elimination of the pe-
rimeter rule at LaGuardia Air-
port in the belief it may lead to 
increased aircraft noise in the 
borough.

The perimeter rule, which 
forbids any flights longer than 
1,500 miles from departing 
from LaGuardia, has been in 
effect for over 30 years, but 
several lawmakers became 
concerned changes to the rule 
might be coming after Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo unveiled his 
plan to overhaul and renovate 
the airport at the end of July.

A spokesman for the Port 
Authority confirmed that 

while changes to the rule were 
being considered, no formal 
proposals have been made.

“The Port Authority is 
studying the potential impacts 
of changing the longstanding 
perimeter rule at LaGuardia 
Airport,” the spokesman said.

Concerned for their con-
stituents in Queens. who have 

been negatively affected by 
airplane noise from LaGuar-
dia flights, state lawmak-
ers led by Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) wrote 
letters to the governor’s office 
and the Port Authority, saying 
transcontinental flights might 
bring larger planes, greater 

BY TOM MOMBERG

The state Education Depart-
ment released results of spring 
standardized tests for grades 
three through eight last week, 
revealing that Queens stu-
dents had achieved some of the 
highest performance levels in 
both the city and state.

Queens sixth-, seventh- and 
eighth-graders achieved high-
er average math scores than 
students in any other borough. 
Fifth-graders from Queens av-
eraged the highest scores in 
the city in both math and Eng-
lish Language Arts tests, or 
ELA, on which 35.7 percent of 
them demonstrated proficient 
levels of reading and writing, 
and 49.1 percent achieved a 
proficient score in math.

Students in the borough 
also beat out the rest of the 
state. About 31.3 percent of 
students from around the state 
in third- through eighth-grade 
who took the ELA tests scored 
proficient, up from 30.6 percent 
in 2014. About 38.1 percent of 
students scored proficient on 
state standardized math tests, 
up from 36.2 percent in 2014 

and 31.1 percent in 2013.
But 35.4 percent of students 

who took ELA tests in Queens 
scored proficient, and 42.1 per-
cent of them scored proficient 
in math, averaging better than 
the rest of the state and the city 
as a whole.

Even though the borough’s 

students did well on the stan-
dardized tests, which apply 
state Common Core testing 
standards, there has been a 
growing movement across the 
state of as parents refuse to 
have their children take the 
ELA and math tests.

Nearly 20 percent of stu-

dents from around the state 
had opted out of taking at least 
one test or the other, but less 
than 2 percent of city students 
refused to take the tests, ac-
cording to data collected by 
NYSED.

Without using the language 
“opt out,” parents are able to 

submit refusal forms prior to 
the administering of the tests 
and be counted as “not tested,” 
according to NYSED’s Student 
Information Repository Sys-
tem Manual.

But all schools are required 
by the state Education Depart-
ment in cooperation with the 
federal No Child Left Behind 
Act to have a 95 percent par-
ticipation rate in state testing 
in grades three through eight. 
There is no provision under 
the Protection of Pupil Rights 
Amendment of the act allow-
ing parents to “opt” their chil-
dren out of testing.

Despite progress in stu-
dent scores throughout the 
state, parents who refuse the 
tests for their children cite the 
growing difficulty of Common 
Core standards as a reason. 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo intro-
duced a plan to use the scores 
at least partly for teacher 
evaluations earlier this year, 
which is why the opt-out move-
ment grew throughout the rest 
of the state.

State and federal education 
officials could impose punish-

The Port Authority's consideration of lifting the longstanding perimeter 
rule at LaGuardia Airport has government officials concerned it may re-
sult in an increase in aircraft noise.

Only about 1.4 percent of city students opted out of state standardized ELA tests and about 1.8 percent opted 
out of math, according to state data. Courtesy of stockphoto.com

Boro students perform well on tests
Queens grades three through eight score highest in city on state math exams

Boro legislators oppose lifting 
LGA airport perimeter rule

Rents in NW Queens
top Brooklyn’s leases

Continued on Page 54
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
New York State Comp-

troller Thomas DiNapoli has 
complained to the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority 
about hundreds of thousands 
of delays in the New York 
City subway system, many of 
which the comptroller’s audi-
tors said were preventable.

The MTA responded: “Pro-
viding high-quality efficient 
and safe service is the MTA’s 
central objective, but the au-
dit offers nothing that would 
help MTA New York City 
Transit achieve that goal.”

DiNapoli said the MTA 
had “a deteriorating on-time 
performance record. They 
have actually lowered their 
expectations.”

The audit emphasized the 
decline in subway on-time 
performance during 2013-
2014.

The MTA considers a sub-
way train on time if it reach-
es the end of its run and has 
made all stops within five 
minutes of its scheduled ar-
rival time.

The MTA’s goal in 2013-14 
was for 91.9 percent of trains 
to arrive on time. However, 
it fell short in meeting that  
standard.

On weekdays in 2013, sub-
ways were on time 80.5 per-
cent of the time. Delays got 
worse in 2014, when 74 percent 
of trains were on time. Subse-
quently, the MTA lowered its 
goal to 75 percent of subways 
running on time, the audit 
found. The comptroller’s of-
fice said five other major U.S. 
transportation systems had 
an on-time performance goal 
of at least 90 percent.

The comptroller’s audi-
tors looked into what caused 
more than half of the nearly 
500,000 subway delays from 

March 1, 2013 through March 
31, 2014 to find out what steps 
the MTA took to improve on-
time performance.

Some trains were late due 
to controllable factors, such 
as car equipment problems 
and track work, while others 
were due to such factors as 
sick passengers, inclement 
weather or police investiga-
tions.

DiNapoli’s audit recom-
mended that the MTA identify 
the causes of recurring train 
delays and develop plans 
to proactively address the 
causes and require monthly 
feedback from subway man-
agers on actions they are tak-
ing to address recurring cat-
egories of train delays

In response, the MTA said 
in part:

“We disagree strongly 
with many of the audit’s con-
clusions, beginning with the 
emphasis on on-time perfor-
mance. As we have explained 
many times, the best way 
to serve subway customers 
is to ensure even wait times 
between trains. We manage 
and measure subway service 
based on those wait times, not 
on on-time performance at 
the end of a subway terminal. 
Improving wait assessment 
may have a negative effect on 
on-time performance but it is 
the right thing to do for our 
customers.”

“We categorically reject 
the recommendations in this 
audit. We urge anyone inter-
ested in our ongoing efforts 
to improve subway perfor-
mance to read our entire 12-
page response to the audit as 
well.”

The most delayed subway 
in the system was the 4 train, 
which runs express on the 
Lexington Avenue line and 

BY DAVE PAONE

In the summer of 1945, 
Paul Stein was 19 years old, in 
the Navy and part of the first 
group of Americans to enter 
Japan after the bombs were 
dropped and the country had 
surrendered.

“I saw people who were 
burnt by the bomb,” he said. 
“It was devastating.”

Pearl Harbor
Pearl Harbor was just be-

fore Stein’s 16th birthday. He 
was at a party at his cousin’s 
house in New Jersey, dressed 
in a zoot suit, listening to mu-
sic on the radio, while swing-
ing the chain clipped to his 
pants.  

The music stopped and the 
news of the Japanese bomb-
ing of the U.S. naval base in 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, was 
announced. Neither Stein 
nor anyone he knew had any 
knowledge of what or where 
this place was. Within days 
of the news many of the boys 
in Stein’s Brooklyn neighbor-
hood enlisted. In the following 
months, Stein was eager to en-
list as well but was still in high 
school and underage.

However, there was a pro-
vision that allowed teens to 
enlist if their parents signed 
a document stating their ap-
proval. Stein and his pal, Ber-
nie, decided to take advantage 
of this.

The pair went to an armed 
forces recruiting center in 
Manhattan and attempted to 
join the Marines. 

They told the recruiting 
sergeant, “We want to get into 
the fight before the war ends.”

The sergeant agreed, gave 
them the documents for their 
parents to sign and then said 
they’d have to wait for 30 days 
because their boot camps were 
full.

Stein and Bernie looked at 
each other. “Thirty days? The 
war’s going to be over,” Stein 
said.

The sergeant suggested 
they go to the nearby Navy re-
cruiting center because they 
didn’t have a wait. 

“And that’s how I wound up 
in the Navy,” Stein said.

 Military Service
Stein reached the ranks 

of gunner’s mate third class 
and diver second class. This 
included a skill in underwater 

demolition, which was utilized 
for the Normandy invasion. 

Moments before the Al-
lied invasion of Nazi-occu-
pied France on June 6, 1944, 
18-year-old Stein and his team 
on the USS Vulcan were given 
the job of blowing up the steel 
crossbeams the Germans had 
placed along the beach in an-
ticipation of the invasion.

Victory Europe 
Day

 On May 8, 1945, when the 
Germans surrendered, Stein 
was stationed in the Pacific 
and heard the news over his 
ship’s PA system which was 
followed by cheers from the 
crew. 

“We figured we were going 
home now,” he said, “but no, 
we still had the Japs to con-
tend with.”

Ready to Invade 
Japan

Stein found himself sta-
tioned at the Ulithi atoll in the 
Pacific along with a good per-
centage of the U.S. Navy. 

“We may have had any-
where between 200 and 250 
ships anchored there at the 
ready to go into Japan for the 
invasion,” he said. “We had 
transport ships, we had air-
craft carriers... two or three 
battleships, cruisers, destroy-
ers, destroyer escorts and of 
course, mine sweepers.” 

The Bombs and 
Surrender

On Aug. 6, 1945, the United 
States dropped the first atomic 
bomb on the Japanese city of 
Hiroshima. Three days later 
it dropped a second one on Na-
gasaki. 

However, the rank-and-file 
of the US military was not 
aware of these missions.  

“I don’t think anyone knew 
except the big brass,” said 
Stein.

He attended a USO show 
performed aboard his ship. 
An announcement over the PA 
system interrupted the per-
formers. “Japan has surren-
dered” was what it said.

“And everybody went wild,” New York State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli is blasting the MTA for 
lowering its on-time expectations. 

Paul Stein, 89, of Bayside with a 1945 issue of Yank magazine, with 
Japan’s surrender and occupation as the cover story.  
 Photo by Dave Paone

Vet recalls end of war
Bayside resident on duty in Japan during surrender

City’s transit service 
in decline: DiNapoli

Continued on Page 32

Continued on Page 32
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BY MADINA TOURE

The United States Tennis 
Association plans to pay out 
roughly $5 million to the new 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Alliance once it is es-
tablished as well as $5 million 
more for projects in the park 
that will follow the relocation 
of a road.

Lillian Zepeda, the spokes-
woman for City Councilwom-
an Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), said the alliance 
is in the process of being put 
together and Ferreras is work-
ing with Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
office on the structure of  its 
board.

“The vision for the conser-
vancy is to have a balanced 
group of representatives that 
will guard the interest of the 
public and everyone who has 
a stake in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park,” Zepeda said in a 
statement. “Those individuals 
would not only secure funds 
for beautification projects, 
upgrades to cultural institu-
tions and programming, but 
ensure community input for 
how funds are spent.” 

Chris Widmaier, USTA’s 

managing director of corpo-
rate communications, said the 
association would start giving 
out payments for the alliance 
24 days after it has been cre-
ated. 

The alliance would receive 
$350,000 per year for the first 
three years from the USTA 
and after that, it would get 

$200,000 each year for 20 years, 
Widmaier said. 

As part of the agreement, 
Queens Development Group 
was to contribute $7.5 million 
to the alliance.

The appellate court recent-
ly ruled that Queens Develop-
ment Group and the city could 
not move forward on plans to 

build a mega-mall on park-
land as part of the $3 billion 
Willets Point Redevelopment 
Plan without state legislative 
approval,  but a spokesman 
for the group said its commit-
ment to the alliance would go 
into effect if the project is ap-
proved.

 In October 2013, Ferre-

ras announced the passage 
of a $199 million proposal to 
construct a mixed-use devel-
opment in Willets Point that 
included an investment in af-
fordable housing, a new K-8 
public school, a business-and-
worker-relocation plan and 
maintenance of the park.  The 
package represents communi-
ty benefits for her constituents 
as part of the $3 billion project 
in her Council district.

The Parks Department is 
currently working with com-
munity leaders to help set up 
the alliance, which will work 
to maintain the park and sup-
port its programming, accord-
ing to a Parks spokeswoman. 

On another front, Parks 
expects the relocation of the 
UN Avenue Connector Road, 
which will allow construction 
of the USTA’s new Grandstand 
stadium, to be finished this 
summer.

Once Parks alerts the 
USTA to the completion of the 
road relocation project, the 
association will give Parks 
$833,333.35 after 45 days and 
the same amount each year for 
five years, the spokeswoman 
said.

The United States Tennis Association is funding an alliance for Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 

Flushing Meadows park to receive $10M
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CELEBRATING OVER 13 YEARS OF DANCE EXCELLENCE 

Visit us at NadiaDance.net 
Baybridge Commons Shopping Center 208-42 Cross Island Parkway, Bayside, NY 11360           (718) 279-3980 

Tap, Jazz, Ballet, Lyrical, Modern, Contemporary, Hip-Hop, All Boys Hip-Hop, Musical 
Theater, Acro, Creative Movement, Combo, Mommy & Me 

 
And the PLATINUM Winning NPAC Company!�

QUALITY 
PROFESSIONAL 

DANCE 
EDUCATION IN A 

STATE OF THE 
ART STUDIO 

 

OUR FALL SEASON STARTS SEPTEMBER 8TH!�
Registration Dates 

August 26, 27 10 AM – 8 PM 
August 28 10 AM – 4 PM 

September 1, 2, 3 10 AM – 8 PM 
 

CALL (718) 279 – 3980 FOR MORE INFORMATION �

JOIN US FOR OUR 
FABULOUS FALL OPEN 

HOUSE! 

Free trial classes, games and 
giveaways!  

Sunday August 30th  

10 AM – 4 PM 
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Two Queens legislators have ap-
pealed to John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport officials and airlines to 
help local residents regain the ability 
to park in front of their own homes, 
which has been limited due to  employ-
ees from JFK who have overrun resi-
dential parking spaces.

 State Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder 
(D-Howard Beach) and City Council-
man Eric Ulrich, (R-Ozone Park) sent 
letters of concern to 10 freight and pas-
senger airlines expressing concern 
and announced a forthcoming meeting 
with officials of the federal Transpor-
tation Security Administration to con-
sider possible solutions to the problem.

“Our middle-class families work 
hard and deserve to enjoy the commu-
nity they invested in without having 
to spend their days and nights circling 
the block looking for parking space,” 
said  Goldfeder. “I urge the major air-
lines and other employees at JFK to be 
good neighbors and put the brakes on 

this practice.”
In letters to major airlines at JFK, 

Ulrich and Goldfeder called on the car-
riers to respond to reports of employ-
ees parking in Howard Beach, Ozone 
Park and adjacent neighborhoods to 
commute to the airport via nearby Air-
Train stations.

“TSA and other airport employees 
should be parking their vehicles on 
Port Authoritry property, not in front 
of homes in Ozone Park and Howard 
Beach,” Ulrich said.“Hopefully, they 
will take action to alleviate this prob-
lem to free up much-needed parking 
for homeowners.”.

Letters were sent to the 10 largest 
airlines operating out of JFK, includ-
ing Delta, JetBlue, American, British 
Airways and United. Letters also went 
to Fed Ex, Cathay Pacific, China Air-
lines, Korean Airlines and Lufthansa.

The Port Authority website for JFK 
reports that the airport employs some 
37,000 workers.

In their letter, Goldfeder and Ulrich 

BY MADINA TOURE

 
The city Parks Department said 

Kissena Lake in Flushing is safe for 
fish again after at least 150 fish died 
last week due to an algae bloom follow-
ing flash flooding.

The fish died on the night of Aug. 
11 and the morning of Aug. 12 after 
flash flooding led to a blue-green algae 
bloom, which caused oxygen levels in 
the lake to drop, Parks said. 

Although it is not known exactly 
which species were killed, the fish in 
the pond include carp, black crappie, 
largemouth bass, yellow perch and 
American eel. 

Parks said the number of fatalities 
is likely to increase as fish that died 
deeper in the water continue to float to 
the top of the water, but insisted that 
oxygen levels have been restored and 
the water is once again safe for fish. 

“NYC Parks staff have worked 
quickly to address this issue, bringing 
in aerating water pumps and coordi-
nating with DEC to investigate fur-
ther,” Sam Biederman, a spokesman, 
said in a statement. 

The DEC said it sent a sample of fish 
to Cornell University for testing and it 
confirmed the fish likely died from an-
oxia, a condition that develops when 

water is depleted of dissolved oxygen. 
But the university said it did not notice 
anything indicating a disease.

Kissena Lake is fed by natural 
wells, which normally provide fresh-
water conducive to many fish species. 
After a relatively dry period, the sud-
den rain flushed a large accumulation 

of sediment and debris into the lake, 
creating the algae bloom.

James Cervino, CB 7’s environmen-
tal chairman and president of the Col-
lege Point Transfer Station Advisory 
Board, said the Parks Department is 
correct in its analysis of the situation, 
but it is missing a key point: the nutri-
ent pollution that causes the oxygen 
levels to decrease in the water.

This occurs through a process 
known as eutrophication, when water 
bodies receive excess nutrients that 
stimulate excessive plant growth. 

Cervino said this is typically due 
to overfertilizing from fertilizers and 
sewage, although he was unsure of 
whether either were the source of the 
problem in Kissena Lake. 

“They didn’t die just of low oxygen,” 
he said. 

At least 150 fish died in Kissena Lake last 
week.  YouTube

Pols seek relief for residents 
losing parking to JFK cars

Kissena Lake declared safe 
after algae kills off 150 fi sh 

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

LET’S LEARN KOREAN 
AND VISIT SEOUL!
KOREAN LEVEL 1 CLASS OPEN  
(17 YEARS OLD AND OVER)

PLACE: KCS Center: 35-56 159 St, 
Flushing, NY, 11358
START: Sept 12, 2015 – Dec 5, 2015
TIME: 10 am – 12 noon  
(Saturdays only)
TUITION: $180 (Including e-textbook)
REGISTRATION: Starts Aug 15, 2015  

LECTURER: Prof, Nyo Chung at  
St. Johns University
BENEFIT: Have a chance to  
visit Seoul on 5/30 – 6/14/2016 with  
St. John’s students
CONTACT: 718-463-3107 
email: chungnyo@gmail.com

Sponsored by Hangul Seodang (Non-Profit)
www.kingkorean.org

Continued on Page 32
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Barry Grodenchik has 
been campaigning for one of 
the most competitive political 
races in the off-year elections 
slated for this fall.

Grodenchik, 55, is one of six 
candidates seeking the Demo-
cratic nomination for the City 
Council seat vacated by Mark 
Weprin this spring. Now run-
ning in his fourth political 
race, Grodenchik by and large 
has the most extensive experi-
ence in running a campaign.

“I think this race boils 
down to who is better able to 
serve independently with the 
experience that people in this 
community have come to ex-
pect of their elected officials,” 
Grodenchik said in a sitdown 

interview with 
the TimesLedger 
Newspapers. “My 
record of public 
service is un-
matched. I have 
helped, by my 
own estimate, 

over 100,000 people 
in my career — most 
of them one at a 
time.”

Grodenchik was 
elected to the state 

Assembly serving the Flush-
ing area from 2003 to 2004, 
prior to which he served as a 
top aide to former Queens Bor-
ough Presidents Claire Shul-
man and Helen Marshall. 

He ran and lost in a race for 
City Council in 2001 and for re-
election to his Assembly seat 
in 2004.

Currently on leave as the 
director of parks and commu-
nity boards for Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz, Groden-
chik can trace the roots of his 
public service career to 1987, 
when he worked in the office 
of former Assemblywoman 
Nettie Mayersohn and later 
as Queens regional represen-
tative for former Gov. Mario 
Cuomo.

Grodenchik said the great-

est challenge in government 
is always fighting the bureau-
cracy, trying to work with all 
the moving parts of govern-
ment to get significant things 
accomplished.

He said he learned under 
Mayersohn and her fight to 
pass her “Baby AIDS” bill that 
sought to bring proper medi-
cal care to infants infected 
with HIV, and under Shulman 
in her fight to get the city to 
build a much-needed hospital 
in Queens that getting things 
done requires persistence. 

“It takes time. You need 
a lot of patience. If you stick 
through it, sometimes you can 
win,” Grodenchik said. “You 
don’t always win, but you have 
to fight the fight.”

Now as Grodenchik is toss-
ing his hat back into the ring 
for public office once more, he 
said he can only take what he 
knows about government and 
try to make it work for the 
people in Council District 23, 
which serves Glen Oaks, Oak-
land Gardens, Bellerose and 
parts of Queens Village and 
Bayside Hills.

His campaign platform is 
to keep the district’s schools 

some of the best in the best in 
the city and to allocate more 
city resources to improving 
the number of transportation 
options in the eastern Queens 
district.

Grodenchik has a transpor-
tation proposal in mind, too: to 
open the Belmont Park Long 
Island Rail Road station up 
for the district’s use to drive, 
park and take the train into 
the city. He said he would also 
like to make improvements to 
Access-A-Ride, which serves 
elderly residents, and to al-
locate more affordable senior 
housing and social services to 
the district.

He grew up in eastern 
Queens, attended local schools, 
and is currently a resident of 
Queens Village, where he lives 
with his wife, Dr. Debra Gro-
denchik, a professor at Nassau 
Community College, and their 
son, David.

Grodenchik, who has ob-
tained more political endorse-
ments from elected officials in 
Queens than any of his oppo-
nents, said he would be excited 
to return to an elected position 
serving his neighbors near 
home.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
In the 1990s, Rebecca 

Lynch, a Democratic City 
Council candidate for Mark 
Weprin’s former seat, sat 
around the family dinner 
table to discuss worries her 
parents and neighbors had 
about the state of the bor-
ough.

Lynch remembers the din-
ner table talks as she goes 
from home to home speak-
ing to voters about their con-
cerns and needs within the 
district.  

“It’s interesting to hear 
how people perceive the 
government,” Lynch said 
in an interview with the 
Timesledger, referring to the 
23rd Council District. “It’s a 
huge diverse district and it’s 
diverse in every sense from 
homeowners to tenants, from 
seniors to young families 
and all these different back-
grounds.”

 The district, which 
stretches from Douglaston 
through Oakland Gardens to 
Fresh Meadows, Queens Vil-
lage and Hollis, has an Asian 
population of nearly 40 per-
cent, 30 percent white, 14 per-
cent Hispanic and 10 percent 
black.

“But there are some 
things that everyone cares 
about and those can be uni-
fiers,” she said.

Lynch, 27, left her position 
as assistant commissioner 
in the Mayor’s Community 
Affairs Unit after getting 
encouragement from women 
leaders in the City Council, 

state Senate and state Assem-
bly to run. The unit works 
with tenants, activists and 
faith organizations to im-
prove neighborhoods.

The district’s seat became 
vacant in June when Weprin 
resigned to work as deputy 
secretary of legislative af-
fairs with Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s administration in 
Albany.

Lynch started on her po-
litical path by cleaning up 
parks and then moving on 
to work with popular unions 
such as the Teamsters Union 
before joining the de Blasio 
administration. Her father 
was a union leader and she 
followed in his footsteps.

Lynch has been endorsed 
by Teamsters Joint Council 
16, which is made up of 26 
local unions; the 
Working Fami-
lies Party; and 
the Progressive 
Caucus Alliance, 
which includes 
seven City Coun-
cil members, 
including Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) and Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst).

“The city has done some 
really great things. That be-
ing said, I think it’s time 
for the city to focus on their 
pledge to focus on the outer 
boroughs in our communi-
ties,” Lynch said. “I find that 
we are not part of the conver-

Rebecca Lynch, a Democratic candidate for City Council seat for the 
23rd District, is focusing on  crowded schools and the lack of senior 
services.   Photo by Madina Toure

Barry Grodenchik defines his position on issues facing eastern Queens. 
Photo by Madina Toure

Lynch comes home 
for City Council seat

Grodenchik moving forward
Democratic Council candidate prepares for primary

property values and their 
close proximity to existing 
school sites. 

Paul Graziano, a member 

of the Bayside Historical Soci-
ety and career urban planner, 
joined Arlene Fleishman, pres-
ident of the Mitchell-Linden 
Civic Association, to express 
support for Avella’s bill.

“Coming from a planning 
perspective, part of planning 
is consultation with the com-

munity, coming up with a con-
sensus and figuring out what 
the best place is for new fa-
cilities,” Graziano said. “What 
this comes down to is how can 
an administration just drop 
giant facilities in the middle of 
low-density neighborhoods?”

Continued from Page 2 

Rally

Continued on Page 54

Endorsements 
on

PAGE 17
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POLICE 

Blotter
 FLUSHING—An individual was hit by 
a bus in Flushing last week, according 
to the 109th Precinct.

The precinct, whose coverage area 
includes downtown Flushing, College 
Point, Whitestone and Bay Terrace, 

announced on its official Twitter ac-
count Aug. 13 that a serious accident 
involving a pedestrian struck by a bus 
occurred, urging people to avoid the 
area.

CAMBRIA HEIGHTS—A Cambria 
Heights teenager has been charged 
with reckless driving, endangerment 
and other charges of speedily weaving 
in and out of traffic on the Cross Island 
Parkway and striking two vehicles in-
cluding an NYPD vehicle, according to 
the Queens district attorney. 

Matthew Robinson, 19, from 231st 
Street, was arraigned on a criminal 
complaint charging him with first-de-
gree reckless endangerment, leaving 
the scene without reporting personal 
injury and several other infractions 
and violations of the state’s vehicle and 
traffic laws , the DA said.

According to the complaint, Robin-
son allegedly struck a yellow minibus, 
which was in the right lane, and a Hon-
da, which was in the middle lane, caus-
ing the Honda, occupied by a elderly 
Long Island couple, to veer into the 
left lane and strike the center cement 
median which caused an unmarked 
NYPD minivan to strike the Honda. 
The Honda rolled up onto the hood of 

the minivan and flipped multiple times 
before landing upside down, leaving 
the 77-year-old man who was in the car, 
hanging upside down in his seat, bleed-
ing from his nose and mouth and with 
bumps and bruises to his body, and the 
other passenger, his 73-year-old wife, 
bleeding from a large laceration to her 
head, according to court records. 

The couple in the Honda were taken 
to the hospital for treatment of their 
injuries. The two officers in the mini-
van suffered back, neck and wrist inju-
ries were also taken to the hospital for 
treatment. 

Prosecutors allege Robinson exited 
the BMW and fled the location with 
a backpack without exchanging any 
identifying information. Robinson al-
legedly returned approximately five 
minutes later without the backpack 
and stated, “I’m sorry. I got scared,” ac-
cording to court records. 

Robinson is scheduled to return to 
court on Aug. 26. If convicted he could 
face up to seven years in prison. 

JAMAICA — Six current and for-
mer cargo handlersat JFK Interna-
tional Airport, three from Queens and 
three from Brooklyn,  were arrested 
and charged in federal court Wednes-
day with conspiracy to steal United 
States mail and money laundering, ac-
cording to U.S. attorney in Brooklyn.

The defendants were identified as 
Frantz Janvier, 32; Greguy Janvier, 
34; and Jamila Malika Allen, 24, from 
Brooklyn and Machel Scarlett, 37; 
Tracey Mellisa Sandy, 45; and 50-year 

old Melbourne Black from Queens.   
According to the federal criminal 

complaint, the scheme involved three 
people who agreed to steal the mail 
and targeted international flights 
which they believed carried foreign 
currency. They then exchanged the 
foreign currency at currency exchange 
businesses at JFK Airport and at other 
financial institutions. The U.S. Postal 
Inspection Service said it estimates 
that the loss attributable to the mail 
theft is likely to exceed $250,000.

JFK baggage handlers allegedly steal 250K

Cambria Heights teen charged for crash: DA

Pedestrian struck by bus in Flushing: 109th Pct.

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

GLUTEN-FREE MENU | TAKE OUT AVAILABLE
181-08 Union Turnpike, Flushing 718.380.1918

SUN–THURS NOON–9:30PM  FRI NOON–12AM  SAT NOON–11:30PM

www.kingyumrestaurant.com

QUEENS OLDEST CHINESE-POLYNESIAN RESTAURANT

Lobster Cantonese
$17.95

General Tao’s Chicken
$12.95

Clams & Shrimp in 
Black Bean Sauce 

over Noodles
$13.95

Anniversary
Celebration

August 1ST-August 31ST

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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Summer Registration Hours: Mon-Fri 3:30pm-8:30pm & Sat 9am-3:30pm

132-19 14th Ave, College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

BEST 
Children’s 

Dance 
Studio

BEST
Performing 
Arts Camp BEST

Adult Dance
Studio

BEST
Childrens

Gymnastics

g

Fall Registration
Has Begun!

ENROLL BY MON, AUG 24TH AND THE  
REGISTRATION FEE WILL BE WAIVED

Registration Hours: Mon–Thurs 3pm–8pm, Fri 2pm–6pm and Sat 12pm–4pm

Classical Ballet ~ Pre-Pointe Conditioning ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary

Musical Theater ~ Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing ~ Acrobatics ~ Yoga ~ Salsa Caleña

Jumps, Leaps & Turns ~ Flexibility ~ Mommy & Me ~ Toddler Classes ~ All Boy Classes

Adult Classes ~ Acting & Singing ~ Private Lessons ~ Competition Dance Team
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

I recently saw a woman in 
a rant against a parking atten-
dant, and today I read about Reg-
gie Jackson’s rant at a fan that 
wanted two signatures.

Well, both of these people 
were wrong in screaming at 
another person and both used 
words that were insulting. They 
were wrong for doing that, but 
that said, ranting is a way of 
life in New York City. There are 
probably 5,000 rants a day in this 

city and it is hardly news. 
I think that anyone that 

makes a big deal about them is 
either a hypocrite, thin-skinned 
or desperate for a news story. In 
anger, people who may not be 
prejudiced will use ethnic slurs 
just to insult the person that 
they are screaming at, and in 
fact may have many friends that 
they love who are of the same 
ethnic persuasion as those they 
target with slurs. It’s the way 

the game is played. I repeat that 
it is wrong but if you live in New 
York get used to it or move, as it 
will never change.

We are 8 million people in 
New York City constantly grind-
ing on each other and ranting 
again is wrong, but it is a way of 
not getting ulcers.

John Procida
Flushing
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The tale of three shelters is playing out in south-
ern Queens.

After more than two months of weekend protests, 
the Administration for Children’s Service jettison 
edits plans for a shelter for delinquents in Queens 
Village, but the city agency is moving ahead with its 
blueprint for a similar facility in South Ozone Park.

And in Hollis the community has organized pro-
tests amid fears that a private developer may be 
poised to convert six abandoned buildings into a 
large family homeless shelter.

At the heart of the resistance to the three facili-
ties is the belief that southern Queens is already 
saturated with shelters.

 Of the 22 shelters DHS operates in Queens, 10 are 
in District 12, which covers the Hollis neighborhood 
where the six buildings that belonged to notorious 
real estate owner Rita Starks have been refurbished.

ACS abandoned its initiative to put a group home 
for juvenile offenders in the former Merrick Acad-
emy building at 207th Street and Jamaica Avenue 
after facing fierce resistance from the community, 
activists and elected officials.

The proposed group home is part of a state pro-
gram called Close to Home, which places non-violent 
juveniles in residential facilities after they have 
been released from the state correction system as 
they prepare to re-enter society.

Close to Home also is the operator of the South 
Ozone Park home, which city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer approved last week despite launching an 
investigation into ACS’s procurement practices with 
the service provider.

The Queens Village protests were led by City 
Council candidate Bob Friedrich, amid strong sup-
port from Democratic rival Ali Najmi, who was 
poised to file a lawsuit against ACS to stop the proj-
ect. Both men are running for the Council seat va-
cated by Mark Weprin.

State Sen. Leroy Comrie joined the fray, using the 
power of his office to pressure ACS to back off.

Residents in South Ozone Park still are hoping for 
a last-minute reprieve from ACS. And Comrie, who 
offered his help in that skirmish, pointed out the fa-
cility is in ta residential neighborhood.

Councilman Ruben Wills lost that fight in the 
first round, but should enlist the help of other elected 
officials in the area to make a stronger case.

Comrie, who has been an effective force in the shel-
ter wars, is working with Councilman I. Daneek Mill-
er to head off a homeless facility on Hollis Avenue.

These officials and office seekers have listened to 
the people—this is what government should be about.

SHELTER STORM

The case against rant control
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READERS WRITE

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s plans 
to hire a “Director of Mayor’s 
Organizing” make no sense. 
City Hall already maintains 
a full-time Washington, D.C. 
lobbying office. The office 
staff already works with both 
Congress and mayors on is-
sues of interest to the city. 
The National Conference of 
Mayors does the same. Mayor 
de Blasio’s justification of this 
position is based on his belief 
that the federal government is 
shortchanging the Big Apple 
and other cities when it comes 
to providing mass transit, 
housing and infrastructure 
funding. His position is flawed 
when you look at the facts.

Federal support for trans-
portation has remained con-
sistent and growing. It has 
actually increased over past 
decades.  When a crisis oc-
curred, be it 9/11 in 2001 or 

Hurricane Sandy in 2012, 
Washington was there for us. 
Additional billions in federal 
assistance above and beyond 
yearly formula allocations 
were provided. In 2009, the 
American Recovery and Re-
investment Act provided bil-
lions more. Most federal trans-
portation grants require a 20 
percent hard-cash local share. 
In many cases, Uncle Sam ac-
cepted toll credits instead of 
hard cash for the local share. 
This  saved the MTA $1 billion 
in the previous 2010-2014 Five 
Year Capital Program.

The real question Mayor 
de Blasio and others miss is 
how the city managed the bil-
lions of discretionary dollars 
received in post 9/11 aid after 
2001 along with the money 
received from the American 
Recovery Reinvestment Act in 
2009 along with Sandy relief 

and recovery after 2012. All of 
these billions were above and 
beyond the billions in regular 
formula assistance received 
from Washington every year. 
The same also applies to bil-
lions in yearly assistance 
from Albany, along with bil-
lions in locally generated tax 
revenues.

Does the city submit grant 
applications on time for both 
formula and discretionary 
competitive-funding oppor-
tunities? Are current federal 
and state-funded programs 
being completed on time and 
within budget? Are funds be-
ing expended on a timely ba-
sis? Are there any unspent 
funds carried over year after 
year? Is there waste, fraud or 
abuse? Are all change orders 
for construction projects fair, 
reasonable and documented?

Have city Comptroller Scott 

Stringer and state Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli conducted 
audits of each respective mu-
nicipal agency to see if the city 
is doing a good job managing 
current federal and state aid 
programs? Has City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viver-
ito, along with City Council 
Finance Committee Chair-
woman Julissa Ferreras and 
NYC Council Transportation 
Committee Chairman Ydanis 
Rodriguez, conducted public 
hearings to do the same? What 
oversight have the city Office of 
Management and Budget and 
the city Independent Budget Of-
fice provided? Have either con-
ducted any audits to see how 
municipal agencies are man-
aging their respective current 
state and federal aid programs?

The city Departments of 
Transportation, Economic 
Development Corporation, 

Housing Preservation and De-
velopment along with the MTA 
have to submit quarterly mile-
stone and financial progress 
reports with their respective 
federal agency counterparts 
who review and approve fund-
ing from Washington. They 
document the progress being 
made by the recipient of feder-
al funding. The reports might 
make interesting reading for 
those who want to find out 
how both the city and the MTA 
are spending the billions from 
Washington.

Perhaps government at all 
levels needs to do a better job 
with the billions of dollars in 
taxpayer generated revenues 
already available, rather than 
pick the pockets of taxpayers 
for even more!

 
Larry Penner

Great Neck

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
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Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

I have just read in the 
TimesLedger, with much sad-
ness, about the passing of Ken-
neth Kowald. I have found him 
to be a most prolific writer 
and most interesting to read. 
He drew on his experiences 
and put them into his column 
based on his knowledge and 
his special interests.

I had written a poem 
called “Dreams of Queens,” 
which was published in Au-
gust 2014. Kenneth Kowald 
had read it and posted his 
comments online. He said, 
“Kenneth Kowald from ‘I Sit 
and Look Out’ says: Mr. Be-
dell: Thank you! Your memo-
ries are beautifully set forth 
and will be much appreci-
ated, I feel sure, by many. We 
are deeply indebted to you.”

Those were most kind 
words from a man who had 
many interests and yet found 
the time to thank me for this 
poem about Queens. In the 
same post I had said: “Thank 

you, Kenneth, for your kind 
words and I hope, like your-
self, that many read what I 
had to say about Queens.”

Somebody a long time ago 
said to me that we never think 
or thank anyone for the good 
things they have done in life 
until they have passed on. 
Now that is a real shame if you 
ask me. But I’m guilty of that 
myself. 

Kenneth Kowald was the 
personification of good writ-
ing who drew from his experi-
ences in life and gave his heart 
and soul to his craft. Now that 
in my opinion is the true mea-
sure of a good writer. 

My heartfelt prayers go out 
to his family, friends and all at 
TimesLedger who knew and 
loved him. Kenneth Kowald, 
may you rest in peace. I’m sor-
ry I didn’t know you better.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

A most prolifi c writer

We need smart spending, not more money

The School Construction 
Authority is proposing to con-
struct a new high school on 
the site of the Bayside Jewish 
Center on 32nd Avenue and 
203rd Street. This has raised 
concerns among local resi-
dents who feel the site is inap-
propriate because of limited 
space and parking and traffic 
concerns.  

The Auburndale Improve-
ment Association supports 
these residents and our col-
leagues from the Northwest 
Clearview Civic Association 
in opposing a large high school 
at this site. We all understand 
the need for new schools. How-
ever, the SCA has chosen this 
site without listening to the 
input of those who know their 
neighborhood best—the resi-
dents who live there.

This method of choosing 
a site for a school seems to be 
par for the course in the way 
that the SCA operates. Just 
recently, the SCA had decided 

to construct a new school on 
the former Keil Nursery prop-
erty on 48th Avenue and 211th 
Street, in Bayside. That prop-
erty goes right up the middle 
of the block, adjacent to resi-
dents’ backyards. Any privacy 
will be gone once the school is 
constructed. This site is also 
on a busy thoroughfare with 
limited parking. When SCA 
representatives came to Com-
munity Board 11 to present 
their case for the site, they 
seemed disinterested in what 
the public had to say. No plans 
were shown for the new build-
ing and the representatives 
could not even give an idea of 
the size or type of school that 
would be constructed.

The SCA seems to be a world 
unto itself.  The Department 
of Education does not seem to 
coordinate with the SCA. Sen. 
Tony Avella is proposing leg-
islation that will compel the 
SCA to include the commu-
nity and local elected officials 

in the process of school site 
selection. Our civic associa-
tion supports this legislation 
wholeheartedly. 

Many people feel that a new 
high school is not really need-
ed in the Bayside area. Our 
three local public high schools 
are overcrowded because stu-
dents from far-away neighbor-
hoods attend these schools. 
These students are motivated 
to come to Bayside because 
their local high schools are 
seen as inferior and/or unsafe. 
Wouldn’t it make more sense 
for the DOE to concentrate on 
improving these high schools?

It is time for the SCA and 
the DOE to listen to and work 
with local residents on propos-
als that will affect communi-
ties for years to come. 

Terri Pouymari, President;
Henry Euler, 

First Vice President
Auburndale Improvement 

Association, Inc.

No new high school for Bayside
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S
ummer in New York is 
nothing if not pungent. 
So pungent that there 
are certain smells that 

conjure up a New York August 
the way the smell of crayons 
whisks you right back to first 
grade. 

“I used to work in Flatbush 
and in the summer the fish 
store kept its door open,” recalls 
Megan Perlleshi, a mom of two 
who has since moved to Long 
Island. Every time she neared 
the shop she would literally 
sprint out into the street until 
she was past the miasma. The 
aroma? “Fish and garbage.” 

It is a city summer combo 
others remarked upon, too.

For marketing consultant 
Amanda Hass, it is the smell of 
dying flowers that she associ-

ates with the Upper East Side 
in August. 

“Most residents are gone 
to their summer places,” Hass 
says. So the bodega flowers 
wilt right along with the rest 
of us, giving off a sad scent. 
By contrast, Hass added, the 
open windows to hot laundry 
rooms give the air a fresh Clo-
rox smell that makes up for the 
funereal flora. 

Rain in the city summer 
also has a special smell. 

“Warm rain on hot asphalt 
in Brooklyn is a memory I’ve 
carried with me my whole 
life,” says media strategist 
Liz Polay-Wettengel, who now 
lives in Massachusetts. 

Business editor Patrick 
Rizzo, still here in Gotham, is 
specific in the type of rain that 
brings him back: the sudden 
sun shower. 

And then there are all the 
foods smells on steroids the 
minute the mercury hits 90. 
Walk by a greengrocer and the 
peaches are positively seduc-
tive. They make you want to 
eat healthy.

There are also the smells 

that make you want to eat 
charred meat—lots of it, im-
mediately, even if you are a 
vegan with a history of heart 
issues. 

“Walking through the park 
on the West Side Highway in 
that huge multi-racial area of 
picnics, smelling delicious bar-
becue from all of the world…” 
That smell sends transit work-
er Mike Ecker into a tizzy.

The sticky sweet smell of 
candied nuts does it for Tatum 
Barrows, a high-school grad 
from Long Island working in 
the city for the summer. For 
Martin Kleinman, author of 
The Home Front, it’s “the wild 
scallions that grew along the 
fence to the V.A. Hospital in 
Kingsbridge.” 

He’s right—neighborhoods 
have their own smells. 

“The smell of anisette toast 
wafting from the Stella D’Oro 
Bakery as you whiz through 
Riverdale on the Major Dee-
gan Expressway” remains a 
local scent memory for Stacey 
Gordon and legions of Bronx 
dwellers.

At the other end of the city, 

lifelong New Yorker and clown 
entrepreneur (yup!) Michael 
Fandal recalls growing up in 
Coney Island, seven seconds 
from the beach. 

“Summers included ocean 
air, rich and invigorating, and 
the smell of morning cold beach 
sand beneath the Boardwalk.”

There were also Nathan’s 
hot dogs and fries, overflowing 
litter cans, and stylish women 
in their summer dresses, all 
wafting their particular per-
fumes, which mingled with 
the whiff of coffee whenever 
anyone opened the door of a 
Dunkin’ Donuts, and chlorine 
whenever you walked by a 
public pool.

Cut grass and freshly 
turned dirt send Michael Vir-
gintino back to childhood in 
the Bronx, where he helped his 
dad tend their small yard and 
otherwise was constantly play-
ing baseball on park fields. 

Writer Nancy Mattia claims 
it is car exhaust that brings a 
smile. When she was growing 
up in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn, 
Vito the Ice Cream Man would 
drive down her street on sum-

mer nights. 
“Because I lived down the 

block, I would pass the back of 
his truck first with its engine 
running.” Hence the associa-
tion associates exhaust fumes 
with joy. 

And then there is the city 
scent that stands above — or 
really, below — them all. The 
one you smell without even de-
scending the stairs. New York-
ers have likened it to “someone 
getting a perm in the sewer 
under a slaughterhouse,” “the 
armpit of Satan” “inside the 
stomach of a sick animal” and 
perhaps most aptly, “a warm 
metallic smell with hints of 
urine.”

Some day in some far off 
town you may catch a whiff 
of something similar and be 
instantly transported back to 
the New York City subway on 
a sizzling summer day.

May that memory be sweet. 
Or at least tolerable. 

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and author and found-
er of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids.

COLUMNS

T
he New York City ad-
ministration is working 
to decriminalize some 
quality-of-life crimes. 

It is felt by some people that 
some offenses should not be 
considered criminal acts. It is 
felt that tickets given for some 
petty crimes can escalate into 
people being put in jail, that 
even small bail in some cases 
can keep a person in jail for 
months until there is a court 
hearing. A minor infraction 
can escalate into a criminal 
record for a person, especially 
if they forget to go to a court 
hearing.

However, some people feel 
that quality of life is impor-

tant and that minor actions 
can really affect the quality 
of life in a community. Some 
people feel that what others 
consider minor crimes really 
make life difficult and even 
dangerous.

Some quality-of-life prob-
lems are public urination 
with the smell that results, 
adults riding a bicycle on the 
sidewalk, smoking marijua-
na, drinking beer in public 
(even on one’s own property), 
throwing trash on the street, 
illegal ads on city lampposts 
and other property, panhan-
dling, loud music, entering 
the subway or a bus without 
paying the fare, pressuring 
drivers of stopped cars for 
money to wash a window, 
and noise outside of bars and 
nightclubs.

Some people complain that 
the smell of urine is strong on 
subway stairs and on many 
blocks in many places around 
New York City. One problem 

is that there are not that many 
places for one to urinate when 
one is out and about. Restau-
rants only let customers use 
the facilities. Large stores 
have toilets one can use, but 
one has to find them. In many 
countries in Europe, there 
are or were when I wandered 
the streets of many cities, 
urinals built into the sides of 
buildings. There are places 
in Europe where one can use 
public facilities for a small 
coin. What happened to the 
plans for coin operated toilets 
in New York City?  

Some city officials feel that 
tickets or arrests for these 
petty crimes can have results 
which ruin the lives of people 
caught doing them. Other peo-
ple feel that if the police can 
catch people doing these petty 
crimes they are often finding 
criminals who could do more 
serious crimes. Some of these 
fare beaters and others who 
are stopped for other offenses 

are often found to have guns 
or other weapons. Some have 
long criminal records.

As the city officials decide 
which acts to decriminalize or 
make lesser crimes they have 
to think of the damage these 
actions are doing. I know of an 
older woman who was walk-
ing the Vanderbilt Parkway 
Path, Cunningham Park, who 
was hit by a bicycle and died a 
few days later. I have seen cor-
roded iron fences on streets 
in Manhattan due to years of 
people urinating on them. I 
have heard people complain 
about fare beaters sneaking 
in the back doors of buses.

Yes, sometimes our laws 
are too harsh, but carefully 
crafted and enforced laws 
make for a serene and happy 
population. 

GOOD NEWS OF THE 

WEEK:  Using a provision 
of last year’s UFT contract, 
teachers in schools can cre-
ate new Progressive Redesign 

Opportunity Schools for Ex-
cellence, or PROSE schools. 
These schools put aside the 
usual contract rules and per-
mit the staff of a school to re-
design the school. There will 
be 126 PROSE schools in the 
system.

BAD NEWS OF THE 

WEEK:  I recently read Nich-
olas Kristof’s June 4, 2015 col-
umn in the New York Times 
on dangerous chemicals in 
products we use. It seems that 
PFAS or poly- and perfluoro-
alkyl substances can cause 
cancer yet it is used to make 
nonstick frying pans, water 
resistant clothing, stain-
resistant fabrics, fast-food 
wrappers, fire-fighting foam 
and many other products. 
The chemical lobby has spent 
$190 million to stop Congress 
from passing laws to limit use 
of these chemicals instead of 
finding a healthier substi-
tute.

Quality-of-life laws need to be carefully enforced

Summer’s scents bring back many memories

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

Lenore 
Skenazy
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Rhymes 
with Crazy
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F
or more than a decade, 
I have experienced the 
very First World problem 
of not being able to find a 

yellow cab at 8 a.m. on the Up-
per West Side of Manhattan or 
at 4 p.m. in Midtown.

In the morning, yellow cabs 
occupied by well-heeled New 
Yorkers pass me by as I fret 
over how I will make it on time 
to my 8:30 breakfast meeting. 
In short, supply never meet 
demand.

In the afternoon, I stand in 
front of my office building and 
wait… and wait… as hordes of 
cabs whistle by with their “Off 
Duty” light on heading back to 
their base at the end of their 
shift.

I brought up this issue with 
the Taxi and Limousine com-
missioner: Why can’t there be 
more cabs on the street during 
rush hours? Why can’t shifts 
be staggered so that fewer are 
“Off Duty” at a crucial time of 
the day?

Shrugs. “Sorry, there’s 
nothing we can do” was the 
consistent reply. Frustrated 
and baffled, I vowed to leave 
more time for my commute 
and to use public transporta-
tion during those tough taxi 
hours.

My bourgeois Manhattan-
centric problem is much worse 
in the city’s other boroughs, 
where yellow cab sightings 
are as rare as two-headed el-
ephants.

And not surprisingly, in 
2015, the once-monopolistic 
yellow cab industry is facing 
an existential threat from the 
so-called “sharing economy,” 
as tech behemoths like Uber 
have rapidly and elegantly 
filled the breach of this trans-

portation problem.
Uber is now in 400 cities 

worldwide, but make no mis-
take, New York is its largest 
and most important market.

That is why it recently 
launched a thermonuclear 
counterattack when Mayor 
Bill de Blasio tried to cap its 
number of drivers through a 
very ill-conceived piece of leg-
islation.

Why would the mayor of 
the largest city in America try 
to limit customer choice and 
one of the biggest job-creating 
companies in the city?

Well, the official stance 
was that the rapid expansion 
of Uber was causing conges-
tion. Really? In a huge place 
like New York, a few thou-
sand cars (which presumably 
would make citizens less like-
ly to drive their own vehicles) 
were going to jam the already 
clogged transportation arter-
ies of Manhattan?

No, actually something 
much more self-serving was 

at play here: the mayor has re-
ceived hundreds of thousands 
of dollars of campaign dona-
tions from the taxi industry. 
Now, it was payback time.

But this attempted power 
play by the city’s chief execu-
tive hit the buzz saw of lob-
bying, advertising, and good 
old-fashioned politicking of a 
multibillion dollar tech com-
pany that plays to win—and 
almost always does. Uber is 
here to stay—just like the 
apartment-rental tech compa-
ny AirBnB—and any elected 
leader who decides to take it 
on, does so at his own risk.

What are the lessons from 
this? First, monopolies — even 
those propped up by the gov-
ernment — are exposed to cre-
ative destruction just like me-
dia, music, retail, and many 
other industries have learned 
the hard way. Second, technol-
ogy companies like Uber are 
just beginning to recognize 
their political power and this 
could also creatively disrupt 

politics as we know it. 
If you’re the mayor and 

you mess with Uber, you get 
an app that is seen by hun-
dreds of thousands of voters 
that blames you for their wait 
times for a car.

But the most important les-
son is that the old-fashioned 
buying of candidates through 
huge campaign donations is 
not a sure bet to ensure suc-
cess for your industry. Just 
ask the taxi medallion own-
ers who are now seeing the 
value of their licensed assets 
plummet. 

And the mayor, who let 
them down because he was 
pummeled by a company that 
wasn’t afraid to fight City 
Hall.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before 
he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

Don’t tell Uber that you can’t fi ght City Hall
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BY GABRIEL ROM

One of Maspeth’s busiest av-
enues has been closed as major 
construction on the Kosciusz-
ko Bridge gets underway. 

Beginning on Monday, 54th 
Avenue between Laurel Hill 
Boulevard and 43rd Street was 
closed in both directions, and 
it will remain closed until Feb-
ruary 2016, according to the 
state Department of Transpor-
tation. 

In an advisory, the DOT in-
dicated that the closure is re-
quired in order for contractors 
to partially remove an exist-
ing BQE viaduct, then install 
new underground utilities and 
girders and an abutment wall 
for the new bridge.

As alternate routes, driv-
ers who normally head east 
on 54th Avenue should instead 
turn east on 54th Road from 
Laurel Hill Boulevard, then 
north on 43rd Street to 54th 
Avenue. Drivers heading west 
from 54th Avenue should turn 
south on 43rd Street, then west 
on 54th Road to Laurel Hill 

Boulevard.
Construction on the Ko-

sciuszko Bridge, which is the 
flagship capital transporta-
tion project for both Queens 
and Brooklyn, will cost, in 
total, approximately $800 mil-
lion, with $670 million coming 
in federal funds. The project 
is a joint public-private part-
nership and is the single larg-
est contract the DOT has ever 
undertaken, according to a 
statement from Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s office.

The project’s $555 million 
first phase, which has already 
begun, will include both the 
construction of a new east-
bound cable suspension bridge 
and the removal of the old 
bridge. A second westbound 
bridge will then be construct-
ed as part of Phase 2.  Phase 1 
is expected to be completed in 
late 2017, while Phase 2 is ex-
pected to be completed in mid-
2020, according to the DOT. 

Built in 1939, the aging Ko-
sciuszko Bridge is part of the 
Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way, connecting Greenpoint, 

Brooklyn, and Long Island 
City, Queens.

The bridge, notorious for 
bottlenecks, accidents and 
general delays, was rated by 
the General Contractors As-
sociation as being in the poor-
est condition of any elevated 
bridge in the five boroughs.

The new bridge will be 45 
feet lower than the original—
as the original’s height was 
causing traffic issues. The new 
bridge will also improve traf-
fic safety, reduce congestion 
and improve travel speeds. 
Enhancements to the roadway 
will include extra lanes, wider 
lanes and a reduced incline 
that will create longer sight 
lines and increased visibility. 
The project will also include a 
new bikeway and walkway on 
the bridge; new parks and open 
spaces; improved access to the 
waterfront; and enhancements 
to local streets.  

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

The Kosciuszko Bridge is a truss bridge that spans Newtown Creek 
between the New York City boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens, 
connecting Greenpoint, Brooklyn and Maspeth, Queens. 

Courtesy of NY State DOT

Major work begins on Kosciuszko Bridge
54th Avenue between Laurel Hill Boulevard and 43rd Street closed in both directions 

The Sanctuary at Mount Lebanon
The only Indoor Jewish Community Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs
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All New Building for a limited time

 
Niche Space for Cremated Remains  

A Not-For-Profit Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 
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`BY TOM MOMBERG

New endorsements 
have been announced for 
three of the candidates 
seeking the Democratic 
nomination for Mark 
Weprin’s former City 
Council seat in eastern 
Queens: Bob Friedrich, 
Satnam Singh Parhar 
and Barry Grodenchik.

The Queens Coali-
tion for Parks and Green 
Spacesas well as Citizens 
Against Graffiti Every-
where made their elec-
tion recommendations 
for community advocate 
and residential co-op 
leader Bob Friedrich last 
week.

Friedrich, a for-
mer candidate for City 
Council and 
the state As-
sembly, made 
a campaign 
pledge to cul-
tivate and 
enhance the 23rd Coun-
cil District’s parks and 
green spaces, improving 
quality of life and public 
safety in the area around 
Hollis, Bellerose, Floral 
Park, Bayside Hills and 
Glen Oaks, Oakland Gar-
dens and Hollis.

“Parks and recreation 
spaces are important 
sanctuaries and I will do 
what is necessary to keep 
them accessible and safe 
for the enjoyment of the 
public,” Friedrich said.

Friedrich was also 
the 2012 recipient of the 
Queens Coalition for 
Parks and Green Spaces’ 
annual Emerald Award, 
which recognized the 
improvements he made 
in the Glen Oaks Village 
Co-Ops.

State Sen. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) publicly 
announced his endorse-
ment of Satnam Singh 
Parhar last weekend at a 
campaign event.

Avella said Parhar, 
a Sikh from India who 
is one of three South 
Asians in the election, 
reflects the great diversi-
ty in the eastern Queens 
Council district, and best 
understands the issues it 
faces.

“Over the years that I 
have known him, Parhar 
has a strong record of 

getting results,” Avella 
said in a statement. “His 
commitment to serving 
all the constituents of 
District 23 makes him 
a fantastic advocate for 
this community.”

Parhar, a longtime 
community advocate and 
president of the India As-
sociation of Long Island, 
is running on a platform 
to increase economic de-
velopment in support of 
small business, advocat-
ing for education equal-
ity, increased transpor-
tation alternatives in 
eastern Queens, more se-
nior centers and a freeze 
on property taxes and 
utility rates.

The Transport Work-
ers Union Local 100, 

which rep-
r e s e n t s 
city trans-
p o r t a t i o n 
employees, 
e n d o r s e d 

Barry Grodenchik’s cam-
paign, acknowledging 
his pledge to advocate for 
increased rail and bus 
service to the Council 
district, which is cur-
rently underserved.

A former state as-
semblyman, Grodenchik 
has already obtained an 
exensive number of en-
dorsements from other 
Democratic elected of-
ficials. He is currently 
on leave from his admin-
istrative position with 
the borough president’s 
office.

“Barry Grodenchik’s 
record of public service 
and advocacy on behalf 
of working families’ is-
sues in Queens is what 
led TWU Local 100 to 
support his candidacy,” 
John Samuelsen, the 
union’s president, said in 
a statement.

In obtaining TWU’s 
endorsement, Groden-
chik said he would vow 
to work to increase bus 
and city select bus ser-
vices, and would request 
to be appointed to the 
City Council’s transpor-
tation committee.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
t m omb e rg@ c n gl o c al .
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4573.

Candidates grab 
political backings
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BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) condemned anti-Asian hate 
speech vandalism carved into the side-
walk in front of the Cherry Manor Con-
dos in Flushing. 

The phrase “All you c---k go back to 
China!!!” was written into the wet ce-
ment in front of the condos’ building 
at 141-18 Cherry Ave. during construc-
tion, leaving the phrase behind. 

John Choe, executive director of 
the Greater Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce, posted a picture of the van-
dalism in the “You know you’re from 
Flushing if” Facebook group over the 
weekend. 

An individual took a photo of it 
and sent it to Koo’s office, which then 
reached out to the city Department of 
Transportation, who repaired it imme-
diately, and the building’s owner. 

“It is critical that the community 
take an immediate stand against this 
kind of hate speech wherever and 
whenever it surfaces,” Koo said in a 
statement. “We embrace our diversity 
here in Flushing as a strength that 
should be celebrated and nurtured, 
and we will stand vigilant against rac-
ism in all forms.”

The building’s owner said the last 
time work had been done on the van-
dalized portion of the sidewalk was 
two years ago. 

“It’s hard to believe that that’s been 
sitting there for two years and nobody 
said anything or nobody’s seen it,” 
Scott Sieber, Koo’s director of commu-
nications, said. “The 109 is looking into 
it. Maybe that’s where they stored their 
garbage or maybe there was a dump-
ster there or maybe it was covered up. 
If you look at the picture, obviously it’s 
a little worn.”

As of 9 a.m. Tuesday, a DOT crew 
from the agency’s Sidewalks and In-
spection Management Division had 
buffed out the sidewalk, removing the 
markings. 

A community center, a daycare 
center, three after-school programs, a 
church and multiple residences are all 
within a half block of the location. 

Koo said the 109th Precinct was in-
vestigating the incident.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

The 109th Precinct is investigating 
vandalism of a Flushing sidewalk.  

Photo courtesy of Peter Koo 

Hate speech discovered 
on Flushing sidewalk  German   Lessons
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Children

After School Program
New York State
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:  
WWW.HELICOPTERSMATTER.ORG 

THE CITY COUNCIL IS AT IT AGAIN. 
Manhattan City Council Members have introduced a bill that would                    

eliminate an entire segment of the City’s Tourism Industry,                           
kill hundreds of jobs, and deprive the city of tens of millions of dollars . 

 

We cannot let politicians put hundreds of people out of work for no reason:    
less than 0.1% of all noise complaints received by the City are due to air tours.*  

 

Helicopter tours generate over $50 million in revenue for the City,                   
which is used to fund schools, hospitals, emergency services,                        

and other fundamental government programs.**  

This isn’t about helicopters, this is about people.  
Don’t let politicians put us out of work for no reason.  

Paid for by Helicopters Matter, Inc. 
*According to NYC 311 Complaint Data 

**“Heliports and Their Importance to New York City,”    Mitchell L. 
Moss, Director, NYU Rudin Center for  Transportation Policy and 

Management, February 2012. 

Brian T., 
Saker Aviation, 

Heliport Manager, Bronx 

Sandra Q.,  
Liberty Helicopters, 

Customer Service, Queens 

Ryan B.,  
Helicopter Flight Services, 

Pilot, Brooklyn  
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 BY GABRIEL ROM

Transportation advocates gathered 
this weekend at the Q44 bus stop in 
Kew Gardens Hills to announce that 
they had collected more than 2,000 sig-
natures from bus riders across Queens 
calling for better service along the Q44 
route and throughout the borough.

The campaign, led by the transit ad-
vocacy organization Riders Alliance, 
urges city agencies to adopt Bus Rapid 
Transit, which in New York is known 
as Select Bus Service, along the Q44 
route from Flushing to Jamaica  . The 
proposed plan would replace the Q44 
limited with the Q44 SBS.

“Queens is a bus borough, and we 
want to show politicians that bus rid-
ers are a legitimate constituency. We 
want to create a platform for bus riders 
and bring them together,” said Josse-
lyn Atahualpa, a community organizer 
with the Riders Alliance.

The DOT is currently studying 
implementation of Select Bus Service 
along the Q44 route. Final design and 
implementation is expected in late 
2015. 

Bus Rapid Transit is described by 
the MTA as “a cost-effective approach 

to transit service that cities around the 
world have used to make riding the bus 
more like riding the subway.”

The proposal, advocates say, has 
three main intended benefits, all of 

which are meant to increase the speed 
and efficiency of city buses: new bus 
lanes, off-board fare payment and tran-
sit-signal priority

More than 30 percent of citizens 

travel to downtown Flushing by bus, 
according to an MTA survey, while 
the Flushing to Jamaica corridor was 
identified in a 2006 BRT study and a 
2009-2010 BRT Phase II study as “char-
acterized by long and slow bus trips.” 
That, assessment, rider alliance mem-
bers say, makes this proposal all the 
more pressing. 

Handel Forde, a Riders Alliance 
member, hopes this BRT proposal will 
set the ball rolling for others.

“Transit is a copy-cat industry, 
from a political/policy standpoint. No 
city wants to see another city perform-
ing better than them. Implementation 
gets copied. Improved transit is a self-
fulfilling prophecy” Forde said.

Proposed BRT routes have met op-
position from local civic groups across 
the city.

“We get a lot of NIMBYism. But 
with time, I’m confident that people 
are going to be more open to this. This 
is going to happen,” added Forde. 

In February, 11 elected officials 
came out publicly in support of BRT 
bus lanes in their districts. Council-
man I.Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) 
was the only lawmaker to oppose the 
proposed changes. 

Members of Riders Alliance rally by the Q44 bus stop in Kew Gardens Hills 
Photo by Gabriel Rom

Transportation advocates call for Q44 reforms
Proposed BRT plan would increase speed of buses from Flushing to Jamaica, alliance says

For more information about Calvary Hospice & Homecare, 
including The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in NYC, 

please call 718-518-2465.

“I am writing to you not only as a nurse of 38 years, but also as the 
daughter of Vivian Migliore. Mom spent her final days receiving Calvary 
Hospital’s remarkable end-of-life care at The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary 
Manning Walsh Home in Manhattan. She suffered horribly from terminal 
cancer. Your staff immediately embraced us with comfort and love, and 
relieved mom’s pain and suffering. Throughout all my years of experience 
as a Registered Nurse, I could not have asked for, nor could I have given, 
better care to mom. The convenience of Calvary now being in New York 
City was an absolute godsend. I was minutes away, every day, from work 
and home. For her few remaining days,my mother was able to enjoy our 
family, friends and even my dog Jake – whom she loved so very much. Mom’s 
smiles during her final hours will last forever in my heart. Thanks to you.”

  – Carolyn Migliore, RN

“I could not have asked for, nor could I have given, 
better care to my mom.”

1740 Eastchester Road, Bronx NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Brooklyn Satellite at Lutheran Medical Center • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)  

The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in Manhattan 
Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances)
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BRIEFSBRIEFS

BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing) praised a new law that bans smok-
ing near after-school programs and 
educational institutions. 

The bill, passed unanimously by 
the state Senate in June, was signed 
into law Aug. 14 by Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo. The legislation prohibits smoking 
within 100 feet of after-school pro-
grams, schools and their entrances. 

“Smoking is already banned in res-
taurants and bars, workplaces, schools 
and playgrounds, so it is only logical 
that it be banned near after-school pro-
grams,” Stavisky said in a statement. 
“This is especially necessary today as 
we live in a time when many parents 
work full time and rely on after-school 
programs  to provide a safe atmosphere 
for their children. This law gives them 
the peace of mind they deserve.”

In 2003, smoking was banned in 
all workplaces in New York when the 

Clean Indoor Air Act was passed. 
Since then, there have been no re-

strictions on smoking near after-school 
programs or entrances to school build-
ings where children enter and exit, 
Stavisky said.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

BY TOM MOMBERG

Police still have not released the 
identity of a man who died in a two-
alarm residential fire Aug. 13 in Glen 
Oaks nearly a week later. 

The 58-year-old man perished dur-
ing a fire at a home on 265th Street near 
79th Avenue, where he was discovered 
by fire personnel in the basement, ac-
cording to the NYPD. 

But the man’s name still was not re-
leased pending notification of his fam-
ily, the NYPD said Wednesday.

Fire personnel described the scene 
as having “Collyers’ Mansion” condi-
tions, which refers to debris or clutter 
inside a structure that makes it diffi-

cult for emergency personnel or occu-
pants to move through.

Investigators on the scene said 
there were no other injuries.

The fire caused extensive interior 
damage to the house.  The fire marshal 
determined the blaze started as an ac-
cidental electrical fire and there were 
no working smoke alarms present, the 
FDNY said in a tweet.

Police and the Fire Department re-
sponded to a 911 call at about 6:30 a.m. 
and had the fire under control shortly 
after arrival.

The medical examiner was called to 
the scene by 9 a.m., but authorities still 
have not released the cause of death, 
according to police.

BY TOM MOMBERG

Supercuts’ Bayside salon, at 41-04 
Bell Blvd., is now under new manage-
ment. 

Franchisees Barbara Burdzy and 
Dan Raghoonundon bought the salon 
officially as of Monday and will be cel-
ebrating a grand reopening on Friday, 
Aug. 28.

Raghoonundon said he and Burdzy 
selected Bayside as their first fran-
chise location, but plan to expand by 
purchasing other salons in the area in 
the future. The two New Yorkers also 

plan to start renovation inside the sa-
lon in the coming weeks and said that 
the locally employed stylists would re-
main at the location.

“We are going to perk up some of 
the services we offer, and are also po-
tentially bringing in some new styl-
ists,” Raghoonundon said.

In celebration of the grand reopen-
ing, the new owners will be hosting 
special activities yet to be announced, 
and said they will be offering dis-
counted unisex haircuts from Aug. 28 
through Friday, Oct. 9 — for about $9.

Smoking is no longer allowed within 100 feet 
of after-school programs and schools.  

Photo by Elise Amendola/AP

Supercuts on Bell to host reopening 

One dead in Glen Oaks fi re

No smoking near kidsMADONNA

gaycitynews.nyc/win
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Free or low-cost monthly premiums
For children under 19 who live in New York State.
There are no copays for care or services. Cover-
age may be free or as little as $9 per child per
month based on income and family size. 

Benefits to keep kids healthy and on the go
• Well-child care and checkups  
• Immunizations
• Prescription drugs
• X-rays and lab tests
• Diagnosis and treatment of illness and injury
• Dental and vision care
• Hospital inpatient and emergency care
• Speech and hearing care
• and much more!

(1-888-343-3547) • 
1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

Do You or Does Your Child Need Health Insurance?

CChild Health Plus

Apply for enrollment all year long 
for these New York State-sponsored health insurance programs

To learn more  about applying for health insurance, including Child Health Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace,
visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

No monthly premiums!
Medicaid Managed Care is for children and adults
who live in New York State and who meet certain
income and disability requirements.

Benefits for you and your family
• Checkups
• Well-child visits
• Preventive care
• Immunizations
• Women’s health and pregnancy care
• Treatment for illness or injury
• X-rays and lab tests
• Hospital, emergency, and urgent care
• Prescription drug coverage (copays may apply)
• Dental care
• Eye exams and glasses
• Speech and hearing therapy (limits may apply)
• and much more!

It’s easy to apply - all year long!
Apply for Child Health Plus and Medicaid Managed Care offered by Fidelis Care through NY State of Health: The
Official Health Plan Marketplace, at www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov. A Fidelis Care Representative can help you 
complete an application form. Call 1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547).

MMedicaid
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BY MADINA TOURE

Queens Borough Celebra-
tion Day brought about 200 
children from the Police Ath-
letic League’s Summer Play 
Streets program to Harvey 
Park in Whitestone last week 
for a day of games and other 
activities. 

The Aug. 13 event featured 
basketball and an inflated 
mock basketball court, face 
painting and games such as 
Connect Four. 

The Summer Play Streets 
program, which operates in 
all five boroughs and targets 
youth ages seven to 16, closes 
off streets and other public 
areas throughout the city to 
give children safe, supervised 
and fun-filled places to play 
and learn during the summer. 
This year the program ran 
from July 6 to Aug. 21. 

“It’s just kind of an end-of-
the-year party where they can 
meet other kids from Queens 
and have a good time, kind 
of our thank you to them,” 
George Stork, PAL’s program 

manager, said. 
Borough celebration days 

were also held in Staten Island, 
Manhattan and the Bronx.  

The Brooklyn celebration was 
cancelled due to rainy weather 
but will be rescheduled. 

The program’s Queens 

sites were at the Westway Ho-
tel Shelter in Astoria, Ocean 
Bay Houses in Arverne, Louis 
Armstrong Playground in 

Corona and Playground 75 in 
Flushing. 

Briana Gaskins, site direc-
tor for the Playground 75 site, 
said that the younger kids are 
passionate not only about play-
ing games but learning about 
the organization itself.

She said the organization 
tries to teach the kids about 
the importance of having an 
active, healthy lifestyle and 
that they also teach them 
about how to deal with safety 
issues such as bullying. She 
noted that the coloring books 
the organization hands out to 
kids always come along with 
stories. 

“If the people we are giv-
ing to grow up wanting to give 
back, then I feel like we’re do-
ing our job,” Gaskins said. 

Amirah Levant, 9, who at-
tends Goldie Maple Academy 
in Arverne, has been doing 
the program for four years 
and says she has learned how 
to play a bunch of new games.

“I like that it can be com-
petitive and you can do face 
painting,” Levant said.

A group of kids play basketball during the Queens Borough Celebration Day.  Photo by Madina Toure

Police Athletic League hosts Queens Borough Day
Kids from Summer Play Streets program participate in games at Harvey Park 

When we think about 
treating a wound, it usually 
involves an adhesive bandage 
and some antibiotic ointment 
after a minor injury, but for 
some, wound care is a very 
serious, and very different, 
issue.

Wounds resulting from 
chronic conditions such as 
diabetic foot ulcers, venous 
legs ulcers, poor circula-
tion, bedsores or pressure 
ulcers and traumatic ampu-
tations can prove to be very 
difficult to heal. These types 
of wounds can lead to life-
threatening infections, debil-
itating health problems and 
even amputation, especially 
for diabetics. Careful moni-
toring of healing wounds is 
important to prevent bigger 
health issues down the line.

Skin injuries generally 
heal within two weeks, but 
cuts may take up to three 
weeks to heal in people with 
diabetes. Anything beyond 
that is excessive, and you 

should have your physician 
look at it again.

When a wound doesn’t 
improve within two weeks, 
or heal within a month, you 
might need the services of a 
wound care center.  “Wound 
care treatment centers of-
fer a comprehensive and 
multi-disciplinary approach 

to healing,” says Dr. Ken-
neth Francis of the Flushing 
Hospital Medical Center’s 
Wound Care Center. “Ac-
cess to a specialized team of 
experts including doctors, 
registered nurses, and podia-
trists, as well as plastic, gen-
eral and vascular surgeons, 
help to evaluate and treat the 

wound, as well as the under-
lying cause.”

Adds Dr. Francis -- “The 
Wound Care Center estab-
lishes programs to manage 
wounds, promote faster heal-
ing through advanced thera-
pies, reduce hospitalizations, 
prevent permanent disability 
and amputation and reduce 

wound recurrence.”
Remember that even a 

small scrape can become se-
rious if you don’t take proper 
care of it. Taking good care of 
yourself is an important step 
toward preventing wounds.

The Wound Care Center 
at Flushing Hospital Medi-
cal Center is a state-of-the-
art unit that provides spe-
cialized, interdisciplinary 
wound care to patients who 
suffer from non-healing or 
chronic wounds.

Designed to bring techni-
cally advanced, surgically-ori-
ented wound care to patients 
whose wounds are resistant 
to traditional forms of treat-
ment. It currently boasts a 
success rate of 90%, which is 
above the national average, 
and has expanded to a six-bed 
unit to better accommodate its 
growing number of patients. 
For more information on 
the Wound Care Center or to 
schedule an appointment, call 
718-670-4542.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Diabetic Wounds
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Transform harsh sun 
into beautiful light.
Silhouette® Window Shadings  

help you manage incoming light  

on long summer days. Diffuse 

harsh glare in-to a soft, gentle  

glow. Filter damaging UV rays, 

while preserving your view. Tilt  

the vanes from open to closed,  

and create your perfect light.  

Ask for details.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 7/18/15 – 9/14/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase 
of the product model set forth above in the quantity set forth above. If you purchase less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Offer excludes Nantucket™ 
Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds 
do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations 
may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 HunterDouglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

$100 REBATE WITH THE PURCHASE OF 2 SILHOUETTE WINDOW SHADINGS*
(Plus $50 rebate per additional unit)
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BY MICHAEL SHAIN

Queens, the home of super-
heroes?

Any Marvel fan can tell you 
that Spider-Man/Peter Parker 
lives on Ingram Street in For-
est Hills. Now it turns out that 
Daredevil/Matthew Murdock 
is a Bayside guy.

This week the crew of 
“Daredevil”—a Netflix TV 
series starring British actor 
Charlie Cox as the lawyer who 
doubles as a costumed crime 
fighter—descended on a house 
at 213th Street and 37th Av-
enue to film.

All the filming was done 
inside the white colonial-
style home whose windows 
and doors were covered with 
heavy-duty, black-out material 
to keep the light and sound of 
the street out as well as the 
prying eyes of neighbors. But 
the production dragged on 
so late, it is unlikely anyone 
on the block was still awake 
when the cast and crew finally 

packed up and went home in 
the wee hours of Wednesday 
morning. 

The production is part of 
a major deal between Dis-
ney, which owns the Marvel 
franchise, and Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo. The state has given 

the Hollywood producer an 
unspecified tax break in ex-
change for filming 60 hours 
of new shows in New York, 
guaranteeing at least 400 full-
time jobs, according to the 
governor’s office. The deal was 
signed last year.

BY MADINA TOURE

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) allocated $20,000 in 
funding to senior centers 
throughout her district a few 
days before National Senior 
Citizens Day. 

Catholic Charities Bay-
side Senior Center, New York 
Armenian Home, Korean 
Community Services Flush-
ing Senior Center and the 
Chinese-American Planning 
Council Nan Shan Senior 
Center will each receive 
$5,000.

The funds will support 
numerous projects, includ-
ing home meal deliveries, in-
frastructure and equipment 
upgrades and educational 
programming.

“Our senior centers are 
more popular than ever and 
provide quality care and vi-
tal services to seniors that 
can only continue with the 
proper funding. It is critical 
to guarantee they continue to 

help our families, friends and 
neighbors,”  Rozic said. “I 
have seen firsthand the great 
work that they do and I am 
happy to make this necessary 
investment to better serve se-
niors in Eastern Queens.”

National Senior Citizens 
Day is Aug. 21. The funding 
for the senior centers comes 
from the 2015-16 state budget 
to support priority programs 
and projects in New York. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

The crew for TV series "Daredevil" settles in for a long night of shooting 
inside this house on 212th Street in Bayside. Photo by Michael Shain

Local senior centers 
get $20,000 from pol

Superhero TV show sets up 
shop for Bayside shooting

Monies raised by the 2015 Run will be donated to the Community Mayors and the Christopher Santora Scholarship Fund.

Remember Me Run at  St. Michaels
“Come Run, Walk or Stroll with us 

as we join with Community Mayors and 
The Christopher Santora Scholarship Fund”

Community Mayors serves the needs of over 50,000
special needs children every year.

The Christopher Santora Scholarship Fund will Award scholarships to the children

of the fallen & ill of the First Responders of 9/11 who worked on the “pile.” 

Application online at www.christophersantora.com.

Registration Available Online at: www.stmichaelscemetery.com or By Mail

72-02 Astoria Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY 11370
For information contact: Ed Horn at 718-278-3240

Memorial Service to REMEMBER the First Responders of 9/11 will follow.

Saturday, September 12th at 2:00pm
Fee: Participants $25  Children 10 & under FREE

REGISTRATION AT 1PM  REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED

Bayside Senior Center is one of 
the centers receiving funding 
from Assemblywoman Nily Rozic. 

Google Earth
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New Yorkers know quality. That’s why 

more than one million New Yorkers choose 

Healthfirst for top-rated health plans in 

NYC and Long Island. Our plans offer the 

coverage and benefits you deserve, 

whatever your age or income. Let us help 

you find a plan that’s right for you.

Call 1-844-HF-FOR-NY
www.HF4NY.org

WELCOME TO 
NEW YORK 
QUALITY
HEALTH INSURANCE

WELCOME TO 
NEW YORK 
QUALITY
HEALTH INSURANCE

THE TOP-RATED
Medicare Advantage  

HMO Plan in NYC
†

PLUS

THE HIGHEST-RATED
Qualified Health Plans* and  

Medicaid plan in NYC and LI**

Plans are offered by affiliates of Healthfirst, Inc. *2015 Quality Rating by NY State of Health, the official health plan marketplace.   
 **Based on indicators chosen by the New York State Department of Health and published in its 2014 publication A Consumer’s 
Guide to Medicaid Managed Care in NYC and on Long Island. † 4-star rating is for the 2015 plan year that runs from 1/1/15 
through 12/31/15. Medicare evaluates plans based on a 5-star rating system. Star Ratings are calculated each year and may 
change from one year to the next.

©2015 HF Management Services, LLC.     NYCOR001782         H3359_MKT15_111 Accepted 07222015 INA15_77(a) 
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From music to mud runs, it’s a big party 

The Big Apple Lindy Hoppers—(l-r) Mea Griffeth, Francesco Michelassi, Annouska Hamlin, 
Stefan Hyun, Nina Summer and Chester Freeman—dance to the sound of Bix.  

Photo by Brisa Cruz

At the Bix Beiderbecke Memorial Jazz Concert in Sunnyside, the Street Beat Brass band—
(l-r) Vince Scialla, Jason Wiseman and Jeff Fairbanks—turn a fruit stand into a bandstand.  

Photo by Brisa Cruz 

The Tee Tones got so carried away at the latest of Borough President Melinda Katz's Concerts in Park that the 
lead singer jumped off stage and sang to fans from ground level.  Photo by Michael Shain

For shade, Keisha (l) and Roshnie of Fresh Meadows sat under a tree at 
Ft. Totten for the Tee Tones concert.   Photo by Michael Shain

A dozen blocks of Myrtle Avenue shut down for the Ridgewood Street Fair, which included 
pony rides, raffles and food, food, food.   Photo by Michael Shain

The annual Dirty Girl Mud Run is a "3.1-ish mile" race over and under obstacles on the Citi 
Field parking lot. A detergent should sponsor this event, no?   Photo by Steve Vazquez
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For details and registration go to: 
www.WhitepointWolverines.com

Email: WhitepointWolverines@aol.com
Phone: Commissioner, John McArdle

347.322.0374

YOUTH FOOTBALL PROGRAM
INSTRUCTIONAL AND FUNDAMENTAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Ages 4–14 

Experienced 
Coaching 
Staff with 

USA Football 
Certifi cation

USA Heads 
Up Football 

Training

Cheer Squad will be 
promoting Team Spirit 

at the Whitepoint 
Wolverines Youth 
Football Games.

AFFILIATED
PROGRAM

For details and registration go to: 
www.WhitepointWolverines.com

Email: WhitepointWolverines@aol.com
Phone: 347.322.0374
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 08/21/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLU
TAX
TAG

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'09 INFINITI G37x

52k miles, Stk#1255

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE    
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Gr Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $12,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 43k 17044 $14,750
 2013 Mercedes C300, 47k 16502 $19,995 

$8,995
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 08/21/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

US 
X & 
GS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

E FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
W

E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
  

 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $3,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
� ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2014 Mazda 3, 55k 15906 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995 
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Honda CRV, 57k 13914 $14,995
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

$14 ,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 DODGE SPRINTER

58k miles, Stk#15079

$31,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS



32    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, AUG. 21–27, 2015 BT FT TL

BY GABRIEL ROM

A century ago Leo Frank, 
a Jewish industrialist and 
native son of New York, was 
strung up from a tree in the 
Atlanta suburb of Marietta 
and lynched by “a cruel hand, 
a heavy hand,” as Abraham 
Cahan, the editor for the Jew-
ish Daily Forward wrote just 
days after the event. This past 
week Queens and city officials 
 as well as Jewish civic lead-
ers from across the borough, 
gathered near Frank’s resting 
place at Mt. Carmel Cemetery 
in Glendale to remember that 
painful centennial.

Frank’s death, which gal-
vanized the American-Jewish 
community and helped lead to 
the creation of the Anti Defa-
mation League, followed a spe-
cious criminal trial in which 
he was convicted of the murder 
of child-laborer Mary Phagan, 
who worked at Frank’s pen-
cil factory. The conviction is 
widely believed to have been 

based on faulty evidence and a 
lack of due process.

 After failed appeals in the 
Georgia and U.S. Supreme 
Courts, Frank entered a plea 
to the Georgia State Prison 
Commission that his death 
sentence be commuted to life 
in prison. Georgia Gov. John 
Slaton granted the plea. A vig-
ilante mob of over 25 armed 
men then raided the prison 
where Frank was being held 
and abducted him.  He was 
taken more than 150 miles 
outside of Atlanta to Marietta, 
where they lynched him. On-
lookers took photographs be-
neath Frank’s hanging body to 
memorialize the occasion.

Frank did not have any 
children, but his extended de-
scendants grew up largely ig-
norant of his case and his fate. 
Catherine Smithline, Frank’s 
grandniece, only found out 
about his murder, on Aug. 17, 
1915,  when she was 18, while 
her mother was told at the age 
of 19, after watching the 1937 

movie “They Won’t Forget,” 
which is based on Frank’s 
trial. 

“After mom found out, she 
was told never to speak of it 
again. Just mentioning the 
topic made people uncomfort-
able, there was a conspiracy of 
silence,” said Smithline.

Officials at the memorial 
insisted that these types of 
commemorations, small as 
they are, must help end such 
insidious silence. 

“Frank was just a Jew 
and often that’s all the world 
needs. He was not famous. 
When we remember Frank, we 
must remember all acts of in-
justice and acts of racism and 
bigotry,” said City Council-
man Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows).

The speakers mentioned 
the increased levels of anti-
Semitism in New York, in the 
United States and throughout 
the world. Anti-Semitic inci-
dents are up 29 percent in the 
first five months of the year in 

New York, while hate crimes 
in general are up 20 percent 
in the city, according to NYPD 
Compstat numbers.

“Despite progress made, 
anti-Semitism and bigotry 
still live. I’ve seen swastikas 
drawn in Borough Park and 
Crown Heights,” city Public 
Advocate Letitia James said.

Crowley echoed the senti-

ment.
“While our country has 

come far since that day in 
1915, we still have much more 
work to do. We must continue 
to educate others on the value 
of people’s differences, and 
emphasize they exist so we 
can learn from one another,” 
City Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Glendale) said.

“Leo Frank’s story is one 
of anti-Semitism and justice 
denied, stories that ring true 
even to this day around the 
globe,” said Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz. “His 
story is one that must not 
be forgotten, and memorials 
like this remind us of how far 
we’ve come and how much fur-
ther we must go.

The ceremony concluded 
with a singing of “El malei 
rachamim,” a Jewish funeral 
prayer, with the lyrics altered 
to include mention of Frank. 

“As a rabbi, I say yitzkhor 
—remember,” said Rabbi Da-
vid Pollak.

said Stein. 
But there wasn’t a lot of 

celebrating for Stein and his 
shipmates. While many of 
the others anchored there re-
ceived orders to go home, their 
job was done. But Stein and 
his crew still had more work 
to do.

There was a dock in the port 
city of Kobe, Japan, which was 
full of “suicide subs,” small, 
one- or two-man submarines 
loaded with explosives de-
signed to ram American ships, 
kamikaze-style. The Navy uti-
lized Stein’s diving and demo-
lition skills to destroy these 
and other vessels.

After Kobe their next stop 
was Hiroshima. 

“Everything was leveled 
except two or three buildings,” 
said Stein. 

He came across a steel safe 
which was melted to the point 
it was unrecognizable until 

he got close enough to see the 
combination dial. 

The Enemy Has a 
Face

While in Japan the Ameri-
can sailors gave candy and 
sticks of chewing gum to the 
local children. They’d run out 
from the woods, grab a piece 
and run back. This went on 
for several days, but then after 
a while they would no longer 
retreat.

Eventually the elders of the 
community joined them. Stein 
had a face-to-face conversation 
with one local. “He surprised 
me. He spoke perfect English,” 
said Stein.

He told Stein his story: 
He was Japanese-born but 
was attending a university in 
California. He was back home 
visiting his family when the 
war started and found himself 
stuck in Japan for the dura-
tion.

“These people were people 
who, unfortunately, were the 

ones who had to suffer for 
whatever happened in Japan 
due to the ones who were try-
ing to run the country and got 
the country into war,” Stein 
said.

Postwar New York
After the war Stein re-

turned to New York City, mak-
ing a home for his family in 
a newly constructed housing 
development in Bayside. This 
800-unit complex was built 
shortly after the war, strictly 
as veterans’ housing. It was 
the first development in Amer-
ica for World War II veterans.

Stein is currently president 
of its co-operative board and 
has been for 10 years. In 1991 
the duplex apartments became 
available to the general pub-
lic.

It’s been a long time since 
the war and Stein has never 
held a grudge against the Jap-
anese. 

“I drive a Toyota,” he said.
That certainly sounds like 

forgiveness.

square foot in northwest 
Queens  increased 12.6 per-
cent to a record $47.48, an-
other Queens record. Unlike 
in Manhattan and Brooklyn, 
the price growth came mostly 
from large apartments. 

The median price for a 
three-bedroom apartment in 
northwest Queens rose by a 
whopping 60.7 percent since 
last year to $4,216 a month. 
Price growth for smaller 
apartments, however, in-
creased less dramatically. 
The average rental price for 
a studio in Queens at $2,379 
was the cheapest in the re-
port—$23 cheaper than in 
Brooklyn and $290 cheaper 
than in Manhattan. While 
the average rental price for a 

one-Bedroom apartment has 
fluctuated in recent months, 
it was $2,814 in July, the high-
est figure in three months, 
but still cheaper than Man-
hattan and Brooklyn. 

Even as Queens rents have 
outpaced those in Brooklyn, 
Brooklyn’s real estate mar-
ket remains red hot, with 909 
new rentals in July compared 
to only 299 in Queens. 

“Because inventory is so 
tight in Manhattan and now 
in Brooklyn, Queens is chang-
ing dramatically. It’s really 
very trendy—similar to what 
happened to Brooklyn years 
ago,” Serifovic said. “We are 
seeing a trend. A lot of clients 
want to be in Queens as a 
choice because of all the new 
development buildings. They 
get more value for apartment 
size and amenities.”

Continued from Page 5 

Surrender
Continued from Page 4 

Rents

New York City Public Advocate 
Letitia James (l-r), City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley and Councilman Rory 
Lancman deliver remarks.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

Leo Frank remembered after lynching in 1915
City offi cials, Jewish community leaders gather at his burial site in Mt. Carmel in Glendale

had an on-time rate of only 
49.2 percent, according to the 
comptroller’s audit. The next 
two places were held by the 
5 and 6, both of which also 
run on the Lexington Avenue 
line.

For Queens, the most de-

layed train was the F, which 
was on time 66.1 percent of 
the time, followed by the E 
(77.9 percent), the A (79.1 per-
cent), the N (79.2 percent), the 
M (82.5 percent), the Q (83.9 
percent), the G (85.4 percent), 
the 7 (88.2 percent), the R (88.7 
percent), and the J and Z (92.1 
percent).

 
 

Continued from Page 5 

DiNapoli

emphasized that the Howard 
Beach AirTrain station was 

used by around 700,000 passen-
gers so far this year They said 
this many employees and com-
muters to one of the nation’s 
biggest airports has local resi-
dents caught in the middle.

“These spaces are taken 
around the clock,” said Sal 
Pace of Howard Beach, “We 
don’t have the luxury of 
parking in front of our own 
homes.”

Continued from Page 8 

JFK
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SECURITY GUARD TRAINING
Become a NY State Certifi ed Security Guard Today!

8 HR. Pre-assignment

16 HR. on the Job Training

Fireguard Prep

IDC - (Instructor Development Course)

F80 Coordinator of Fire Safety & Alarm Systems

OSHA

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
Accessible by

and Q24, Q56

Accessible by

and Q58, Q55, B52, B26, B54

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING

Day and Evening Courses

Experienced Instructors

JOB Assistance Provided

Se Habla Espanol

INSTRUCTORS
WANTED

Your Future Starts NOW!

BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN
JOB AND CAREER
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

The precinct for Ridgewood and Maspeth tells the neighbor-
hood it has removed another gun from the streets.  Twitter

Council member Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) and Cidadão Global, a Brazilian Community Center in Astoria, host a block party 
and fair along 34th Avenue between 43rd and 44th streets. Courtesy of Council Member Van Bramer

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng tweeted from a blood drive in memo-
ry of a Forest Hills letter carrier, Joseph Cierzniewski, who 
died last year.  Twitter

More than 100 people, including surfers, community leaders and Parks Department offi-
cials,  packed the YMCA in Arverne for a forum on access at a stretch of Rockaway beach 
currently closed to all users.  Courtesy of Assemblyman  Goldfeder 

Kids from the Cross Island YMCA Camp for Children with 
Special Needs at the city Parks Department track and field 
event on Randall's Island.   Courtesy of Cross Island YMCA

State Sen. Michael Gianaris reads to a group of children at 
the Broadway branch of the Queens Library.  

Courtesy of Sen. Gianaris

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (r) is trying something she calls "mobile office hours," taking 
constitutent services out of her Fresh Meadows headquarters to places around the district, 
like this market in Flushing. Courtesy of Assemblywoman Rozic 
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We offer  a variety of 

advanced therapies 

Including:

-- The latest 

biotechnology for wound 

care improves the healing 

rates especially when 

combined with standard 

treatments. 

-- A medical 

grade honey-based dressing 

for the management of 

wounds and burns. 

 – 

therapeutic technique using 

a vacuum dressing and 

negative pressure to 

promote healing.

For more information on the 

Wound Care Center or to 

schedule an appointment, call 

 is a state-of-the-art outpatient unit that 
provides specialized treatment for patients who 
suffer from non-healing or chronic wounds.

The six-bed unit currently boasts a success rate 
of 90%, which is above the national average.

You may be a candidate for wound care if you 
are suffering from a chronic or non-healing 
wound resulting from:

The More You Heal • The Better You Feel

www.�ushinghospital.org
4500 Parsons Blvd., Flushing, N.Y. 11355
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Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

MUSIC @ THE STATION 

AUGUST 2015
PRESENTED BY:

ARTIST 
SCHEDULE

BAYSIDE 
LIRR 
41ST AVE 
6 PM -8 PM

8/6 

8/13 

8/20 

8/27

ANTHONY 
BOURRAY 
MIKEY.K 
PROJECT 
PAUL SCOLLO & 
RICH NASO 
CHRIS KINNEAR

BAYSIDEBID                     /BAYSIDEVILLAGEBID
 W: WWW.BAYSIDEVILLAGE.NET P: 718-423-2434  
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

If you’re in the mood for a 
secret fling — in the form of an 
escapist love story, that is — a 

soon-to-be-released film prom-
ises to sweep you off your feet.

“If I Had A Piano (I’d Play 
You The Blues)” is a new work 
by Queens-based writer/direc-

tor Stephanie Gardner, 
and she describes it as 
“an experimental art 
piece, which explores 
love, romance and de-
sire in a short film for-
mat.” 

With over 14 short 
films under her belt, 
this is only the second 
in which the young film-
maker personally raised 

a budget to make it on a 
professional scale and 
market it to festivals.  

Gardner’s non-tradi-
tional style is evident in her 
short’s dream-like quality. 

The story centers around a 
couple parked in a car on the 
streets of Jackson Heights. 
The two would-be lovers yearn 
to be together, but struggle to 
bring their desires to life. 

“We are then swept into the 
imaginations of these char-
acters’ desires and shown an 
alternative world, as if they 
were completely together as 
lovers,” Gardner, who lived in 
Jackson Heights for a while, 
said. She recently set off to 
travel the world and gather 
inspiration for her next film. 
She said she hopes to return to 
Queens soon.

That alternative world was 
shot in the woods of Emmaus, 
Pa. — near Allentown — and 
also in her childhood home 
there. 

“I liked the stark contrast 
between Jackson Heights, 
which we shot at night, and 

the nature of Pennsylvania, 
which was mostly shot during 
daylight,” she said.

With the film locked and 
sound design complete, Team 
Gardner has started to pro-
mote the short to festivals — 
a process that will continue 
through 2016, as there are hun-
dreds, maybe thousands of fes-
tivals around the world now. 

Like a symphony in multi-
ple movements, Gardner’s film 
is an “explorative romance in 
five movements.” 

So it isn’t surprising that 
a love of music, piano, and the 
blues influenced her filmmak-
ing. 

Continued on Page 42

Pictured top, this scene with actors Pedro Carmo and Ana Maria Carmo 
from "If I Had a Piano (I'd Play You the Blues" was shot by Stephanie 
Gardner in her childhood home.  Photo courtesy Stephanie Gardner

Jackson Heights director creates romance 
in ‘If I Had A Piano (I’d Play You the Blue)’

IN THE KEY OF 

LOVE
FILMED 

TimesLedger, Aug. 21–27, 2015 Sudoku 38
 Arts & Entertainment 38
 Crossword Puzzle 40
 Guide to Dining 46



38    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, AUG. 21–27, 2015 TL

Answers in Sports

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

LUNCH SPECIALS
$795

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 12 NOON–3P.M.

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD
CAESAR

GARDEN
*ADD GRILLED CHICKEN + $3
*ADD GRILLED SHRIMP + $4

SANDWICHES
MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE

SAUSAGE & PEPPER
** PARMIGIANA ON REQUEST

Pasta 
Dishes

Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

NO SUBSTITUTIONS 
OR TAKEOUT

EVENTS

Taiwan: A World of Orchids 
— The Taiwanese American 
Art Council presents a display 
of orchids, music and dance. 
When: Friday, Aug. 21 - 
Sunday, Aug. 23
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, 
$2/students with ID and 
children over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“Laughter is the Best 
Medicine... Take 2” — 
Comedian Gilbert Gottfried 
headlines this comedy show 
and auction, which serves as a 
fund-raising to the Forest Hills 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps.
When: Saturday, Aug. 22, at 
6 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $40 - $50

Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

Moderate Nature 
Exploration Hike — The 
Urban Park Rangers will lead 
a moderate hike — longer, 
faster paced on rugged 
terrain — pointing out plants 
and animals in Cunningham 
Park. 
When: Sunday, Aug. 23, from 
11 am - 1 pm
Where: Cunningham Park, 
Union Turnpike and 197th 
Street, Fresh Meadows
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

Music in the Park: Mayte 
Vicens— Head to Hunters 
Point for an evening of 
tango and fl amenco dance 
performances. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 22, at 
5 pm

Where: Hunters Point South 
Park, Center Boulevard and 
Borden Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7272
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Music in the Park: 
Sessions, The Band — Bring 
a blanket or chair to hear 
the R & B sounds of Sessions, 
The Band. 
When: Sunday, Aug. 23, at 
5 pm
Where: Springfi eld Park, 147th 
Avenue and 184th Street, 
Springfi eld Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7272
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Summer Sounds: Jonny 
Meyers and The Trio — 
Head to Hunters Point for 
an evening of good old rock 
’n’ roll.
When: Thursday, Aug. 27, at 
7 pm
Where: Hunters Point South 
Park, Center Boulevard and 
Borden Avenue, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7272
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Tacuba is the latest of a suc-
cession of eateries to alight at 
the corner of 36th Street and 
35th Avenue across from the 
Museum of the Moving Image 
in Astoria.

Chef Julian Medina, in col-
laboration with Louis Skibar 
and Brian Sobhan, has suc-
cessfully melded some popular 
trends into a — ta-dah — Mexi-
can gastropub.

On a recent Tuesday eve-
ning, just post-happy hour, the 
atmosphere was boisterous.  
The subway tiled walls and 
vintage tile floors do nothing 
to dampen the noise.  Giant 
Dia del los Muertes figures 
oversee festivities suspended 
from the ceiling.  The joint 
jumps.

The well-stocked bar offers 
some intriguing options like 
the ultimate “Chef’s Margari-
ta” using extra high-end tequi-

la, or if you’re up for a splurge, a 
flight of three different rare te-
quilas for $50.  The emphasis is 
more on cocktails than on wine 

or beer, but the latter categories 
though short, are well chosen.  

If you arrive before 7 p.m., 
and sit at the bar, there are a 

number of discounted happy 
hours specials on drinks and 
noshes.

The ceviche of lobster and shrimp marinated in lime water is served in a pig-shaped footed bowl at Tacuba in 
Astoria.  Photo by Suzanne Parker

South of the border fi nds home in western Queens
Julian Medina’s Tacuba brings the Mexican gastropub experience to 35th Ave. in Astoria

DINING OUT

Continued on Page 44

IF YOU GO

Tacuba Mexican 
Cantina

35-01 36th St. 
Astoria

(718) 786-2727
www.tacubanyc.com

Price Range: Small plates: $5 
-$17; Entrées: $9 - $24

Cuisine: Mexican gastropub
Setting: Festive Dia Del Los 

Muertes themed.
Service: Friendly, 

knowledgeable
Hours: Noon -10 pm weekdays, 

until midnight weekends
Reservations: Recommended

Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Valet/garage/street

Dress: Casual
Children: Welcome

Music: No
Takeout: Seamless
Credit cards: All

Noise level: Noisy
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: Yes

This Sept. 11 Brook-
lynites will remember — 
and they will find comfort in 
music.

Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help will host a 9-11 tribute 
in its auditorium, featuring 
the original work of Brook-
lynite Rosalie Commentucci 
O’Hara and her new song, 
“United As One – Ode to Sep-
tember 11th.”

Appearing on the same 
venue with her are singing 
sensations Jay Siegel’s To-
kens and Stan Zizka’s Del-
Satins. With a line-up like 
this, even The Lion won’t 
sleep that night.

O’Hara, an artist who has 
written hundreds of songs, 
watched the horror of 9-11 
unfold from her downtown 
window.

“I cried with the rest of 
the city,” she says. She’d 
wipe the daily dust that 
somehow entered her home 
through closed window. But 
there was nothing she could 
do about that horrible burn-
ing smell that lingered. Driv-
ing along             the highway 
to her day job at Elmhurst 
Hospital, she would glimpse 

at the empty hole in the sky-
line where the Towers once 
stood. She would think of 
her cousin, firefighter Carl 
Bini of Staten Island’s Res-
cue 5, one of the heroes who 
lost his life that day.

And O’Hara was inspired 
to write about all of it. She 
recorded a song that was 
put on the back burner for 
a while until she perfected 
it. Sometimes, when things 
are that raw, it does take a 
while. On Sept. 11, 2015 she 
will sing that original piece, 
a song with background mu-
sic that includes two trum-
pets, a piano, saxophones, 
an organ, drums, and more. 
Her two sisters —  Janet 

Pascale, who also lives in 
the borough, and Lily Bi-
fone, who is making her way 
here from Kentucky — will 
perform on stage with her. 
Joining the ladies will be 
their brother, Gabe Com-
mentucci, commuting from 
Queens. In addition, O’Hara 
will perform five other origi-
nal songs. One, she hints, is 
about the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway.

One of the evening’s other 
performers, Jay Siegel, grew 
up in Brighton Beach, and at-
tended Lincoln High School. 
It was there that he met Neil 
Sedaka, one of the original 
members of The Tokens.

“I had the best childhood, 

growing up in Brooklyn,” 
says Siegel, who remembers 
fondly many good meals at 
Lundy’s. The doo-wop singer 
married a Brooklyn girl, 
and they’ve been together 
for 53 years.

On Sept. 11, he plans to 
perform hits like, “The Lion 
Sleeps Tonight,” transport-
ing the audience back to a 
time of innocence, long be-
fore the word “terrorism” 
was part of our vocabulary.

“We want people to come 
away smiling,” he says. “We 
want them to feel young 
again.”

Stan Zizka and The Del-
Satins are remembered for 
their hit, “Teardrops Follow 

Me,” as well as their har-
monies that were featured 
on hit records for Dion and 
other famous artists.

Tickets for the show are 
$55. VIP seating is $80, and 
includes an after-party, dur-
ing which you can meet and 
mingle with the performers, 
pose for photos, and ask for 
autographs. Hors d’oeuvres 
will be served.

Sept. 11 Tribute at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help (5902 
Sixth Ave. between 59th and 
60th streets in Bay Ridge). 
The show starts at 7 pm. Tick-
ets may be purchased at sep-
tember11tribute.brownpa-
pertickets.com, or call (888) 
540–8880.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Moving Sept. 11 concert at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Aug. 21-27, 2015

By Pete Canty

For the Birds
Across
1. Taverns
5. Football helmet 
component
10. Proper partner?
14. Island feast
15. "A League of 
____ Own"
16. First-rate
17. Suffix with 
psych-
18. Highly 
decorated troop 
member
20. Theories
22. Literature 
Nobelist Hermann
23. Guitarist 
Clapton
24. Turned away
26. Classified 
narrowl
30. Feudal 
superiors
31. Takes a turn
32. Tack on
35. Is in the red
36. Boston NBAers
38. Sheltered, at sea
39. Route
40. Irritated
41. Peruvian beast
42. Major 
transgression
45. Fishy groups
49. Proper follower
50. Not rural
51. Attacked
55. Evidence 
of excitement, 
perhaps

58. Well-behaved
59. Pinnacle
60. Sacajawea's 
craft
61. Challenging
62. CSA soldiers
63. Oafs
64. Not that

Down
1. Voting group
2. Grand Theft 
____
3. Game delay 
cause
4. Follows in office
5. Intervene
6. Primative roof 
material
7. Rules, for short
8. Feel sick

9. Historic opening?
10. Indiana player
11. Resting place
12. Lavatory sign
13. Doles (out)
19. Loses hair
21. Cupid, to the 
Greeks
24. Loads
25. Flying 
formations
26. Snow remover
27. Early caucus 
state
28. Earl ____ tea
29. Made eyes at
32. "Poor me!"
33. Actress Moore
34. College bigwig
36. Naughty child's 
present
37. Blunders

38. From dusk til 
dawn, say
40. British biscuit
41. Glorify
43. Like two peas 
____
44. Creaks and 
squeaks, e.g.
45. Darling
46. "Time in a 
Bottle" singer
47. Cold War threat
48. Caravan stops
51. K-P connection
52. Rain man?
53. Actress Spelling
54. Gambler's 
concern
56. Email add-on, 
abbr.
57. "Friendly skies" 
co.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SOME OF THE BEST
A B U T S C A L A A M P S
T U N E A U R I C T O R O
M M I C U R I N E O N I N

S C H I N D L E R S L I S T
C R Y R A Y A L C O A
L U C R E M A L L A N G
O S L O D A I L I E S
T H E S O U N D O F M U S I C

E M A N A T E E L S E
F A T A L A S S T O O D
A T E I N U S E U T E
T H E K I N G S S P E E C H
C O H O U L N A E T H E N
A M E N F E I G N N E R O
T E E S F E T E D A R M S

PRODUCTIONS

The UNFringed Festival 
2015 — Now in its third year, 
this theater festival brings 
new works to the Secret 
Theatre. This year’s lineup 
includes “The Underpants 
Godot,” “How to How!”, “An 
Appetizing Yarn,” “Inspector 
Descending,” “Intolerant 
Vaudeville,” “The Toupee” 
and “Coffeehouse Magik.”
When: Through Aug. 30
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City

Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

“Little Shop of Horrors” 
— The musical version of the 
classic Roger Corman fi lm 
revolves around meek fl ower 
shop worker Seymour and the 
man-eating plant Audrey II.
When: Aug. 21 - Aug. 30
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
The Post Theatre, Fort Tilden, 
Far Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/
seniors and children

Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.
org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-
7382
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BY SCOTT STIFFLER
                   Chelsea Now

Take a hike, TKTS. Put a brick in it, 
Ticketmaster. 

For less than what it costs to stand 
at the back of a Broadway house, you 
can sit in the air-conditioned comfort 
of a downtown theater while watching 
a FringeNYC performance — and have 
a decent chance of eyeing someone who 
will one day grace a prohibitively ex-
pensive Midtown stage, or charm their 
way onto your smartphone screen (fans 
of Bradley Cooper, Melissa Rauch and 
Morgan Spurlock can attest to that). 
But this 16-day marathon of dance, 
comedy, drama and uncategorizable 
lunacy is more than just a breeding 
ground for things to come.

Year in and year out, the festival 
plays canary to popular culture’s coal 
mine. With that in mind, our totally 
subjective roundup corrals this year’s 
Queens performers hitting the boards. 

Long-winded but undeniably com-
pelling, You Said Your Damn Ninja 
Would Take Care of Robocop Produc-
tions is, we get the feeling, just a wordy 
front for a pop shop owned and operat-
ed by Queens-based writer, performer, 

YouTube darling and Shaolin kung fu 
disciple Shyaporn Theerakulstit. 

His geek-think solo show — “The 
Absolutely True Science of Nerds” — 

plows through its 90 minutes by deliv-
ering “completely scientific” lectures 
on the real-world implications of be-
coming Batman, and the relative mer-

its of the “Star Wars” and “Star Trek” 
universes. Assuming you haven’t 
passed out at that point from a techie 
tizzy, the show’s closer is a rumination 
on the behavioral patterns and biologi-
cal origins of Japan’s “Hyper-evolved 
Theropod Kaiju” (better known to his 
frenemies as Godzilla). Not enough 
spectacle, you say? Theerakulstit also 
promises music, burlesque and special 
guests — plus what will almost cer-
tainly be a very argumentative Q&A 
session.

Shakespearean verse gets a con-
temporary reboot, when Queens-based 
Feast Productions unleashes “Ham-
let the Hip-Hopera.” The core plot 
remains, but iambic pentameter is 
replaced with the strikingly similar ca-
dences of hip-hop — making maximum 
use of the genre’s knack for advancing 
narrative and invoking metaphors in 
the same breath. Rap battles, dueling 
verses, slam poetry and soaring bal-
lads bring new energy and lyricism to 
familiar characters under siege and 
descending into madness.

Taking place in Tompkins Square 
Park, “The Merchant of Venice (or how 
not to live in a multi-cultural world”) 

Joy Marr (l.) plays Portia and Will Watkins portrays Bassanio in Hip to Hip Theatre Co.'s pro-
duction of "The Merchant of Venice," which will be staged as part of this year’s FringeNYC 
festival.  Photo courtesy Julian Voloj

Queens theater makes a splash at the Fringe

Continued on Page 44

Borough actors, writers head to Manhattan for end-of-summer performance festival

MONDAYS  I  JULY 6  AUGUST 24 
11AM  1PM: FAMILY FUN DAY

WEDNESDAYS  I  JULY 1  AUGUST 26  
7PM: LIVE DJ 

8:30PM: OUTDOOR MOVIES ON THE GREEN  
SPONSORED BY BROADWAY STAGES

THURSDAYS  I  JULY 9  AUGUST 27 
11AM: READING ON THE GREEN WITH THE QUEENS PUBLIC LIBRARY  
SPONSORED BY MAYNE CONSTRUCTION OF LONG ISLAND, INC. 

EVENT WILL BE HELD INDOORS ON LOWER LEVEL BENEATH REGAL CINEMAS

THURSDAY  I  AUGUST 13 
5PM  9PM: EAST COAST CAR ASSOCIATION CLASSIC CAR SHOW

FRIDAYS  I  JULY 10  AUGUST 28 
5:30PM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC

SATURDAYS  I  JULY 11  AUGUST 29 
9:30AM: YOGA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC

SATURDAYS  I  JULY 11, JULY 25, AUGUST 15 & AUGUST 29 
79PM: CONCERTS ON THE GREEN

SUNDAYS  I  JULY 12  AUGUST 30 
9:30AM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC

*Log on to  facebook.com/ShopsatAtlasPark or visit our website ShopAtlasPark.com 
for details, a full events schedule and cancellations due to weather.

8000 COOPER AVENUE AT 80TH STREET | GLENDALE, NY  |  7183263300   

SUMMER FAMILY FUN!

CELEBRATE THE SHOPS AT ATLAS PARK 
SUMMER ON THE GREEN
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“I sometimes tell people 
that I believe I was a jazz mu-
sician in a former life,” she 
said. “I consider the act of 
creating films to be very simi-
lar to composing and playing 
music. Like music, a film has 
phrasing, rhythm, beats, and 
a melody.” 

In the filming and editing 
process, Gardner’s focus was 
on the concept of theme and 
variations.

It’s more of a “feeling” 
piece than a “thinking” piece, 
she said, adding that the musi-
cal score was an integral part 
of this process. It was recorded 
live with a three-piece bossa 
nova trio comprised of musi-
cians playing drums, bass and 
guitar.

“We recorded an hour’s 
worth of music, 11 tracks in 
all, but there was one track 
that I immediately knew was 
perfect for the film. It’s the 
most fluid and experimental; 
a minimal bossa nova score 
where the drummer occasion-
ally uses a bow to make ambi-
ent sounds with his drums. I 

edited the entire film to this 
track specifically,” Gardner 
said, pointing out that another 
crucial part of editing is sound 
design, which makes the film 
feel “very present and alive.“ 

After conceiving and writ-
ing her film last summer, 
Gardner said she began pre-
production almost immedi-
ately with her director of pho-

tography, Shivani Khattar. 
Next, she proceeded to raise 
some seed funds to get it off the 
ground, and decided to split 
the production into thirds.

“First, we filmed the se-
quence in Jackson Heights, 
as I had raised just enough 
money to shoot those scenes.  
After creating a teaser from 
that footage, we had a fund-

raiser in New York City and 
raised money to shoot the 
second portion of the film, in 
Pennsylvania, and to record 
the music in a studio in New 
York,” she said.  “Once all the 
footage was shot, I took my 
time with editing, and held a 
big fund-raiser in Pennsylva-
nia to raise enough money to 
complete post-production.”

Explaining why she loves 
her craft, Gardner said, “It’s a 
blank canvas that you can do 
anything with and stretch the 
imagination beyond human 
potential.  I love how intimate 
film can be. It’s a medium that 
can be educational, inspira-
tional, entertaining, and even 
confusing, but the possibili-
ties are limitless.”

Continued from Page 37 

PIANO
F I L M

A crew members gets ready to hit the clapperboard before the filming of a scene in Jackson Heights for Stephanie Gardner's short film.  
Photo courtesy Stephanie Gardner
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only at

Seasonal Fresh Fruit
Rustic Potato Hash

House Made Granola & Local Yogurt
Applewood Smoked Bacon

All Natural Chorizo
Two Hudson Valley Farm Eggs Any Style

Scratch W.T.F. Buttermilk Biscuits. 3 ea.
Local honey & cultured butter

Black Pepper & Jack Cheese Crustin. 3 ea.
Smokey & spicy cream cheese

House Made Ricotta Jar. 10
Local honey drizzle, thyme, toasted almonds, grilled walnut bread

House Smoked Salmon. 16
Everything bagel chips, lemon crème fraiche, crispy capers, pickled bermuda 

onions, tomato jam

O.M.G. Short Rib Hash. 16
Crispy red bliss potatoes, short ribs, smoked onions, gruyere, Hudson Valley 

farm egg, fresh salsa

S.M.H. Chicken & The Egg. 19
Buttermilk fried Burning Hearts farm chicken, slow cooked bacon wrapped 

Hudson Valley farm egg, chipotle emulsion, Texas toast

V.B.G. Big Willie. 21
Grilled chorizo, crispy pork-belly, spicy black beans, Hudson Valley farm egg, 

avocado, frites

Baked Eggs Ranchero. 14
Hudson Valley farm eggs, chorizo, grilled jalapeño, cilantro, fi re roasted tomato, 

Oaxaca cheese

B.Y.O. Omelet. 13
Hudson valley farm eggs served with choice of four vegetables and cheeses

T.G.I.S. Eggs Benedict. 14/18/20
Poached Hudson Valley farm egg, creamy spinach, toasted English muffi n, 

hollandaise choice of: ham/crabcake/steak

The Big Jack. 18
USDA prime burger, hand selected dry aged cuts, petite greens & french fries

B.F.F. Steak & Eggs. 24
Dry aged NY Strip, Hudson Valley farm eggs, rustic hash, salsa verde, herb salad

French Toast Bread Pudding Skillet. 15
Cinnamon, vanilla, local honey, brioche, cider & warm maple syrup

Lemon & Mascarpone Pancakes. 14
Scratch made pancakes, mascarpone-honey butter, lemon zest, warm local maple syrup

BRUNCH

A Little Something for the TableA Little Something for the Table

Farm, Pasture, GardenFarm, Pasture, Garden

On The Side 5 ea.On The Side 5 ea.

WESTSIDE
440 Ninth Ave.
 NY, NY 10001
(212) 244-0005

BAYSIDE
39-40 Bell Blvd.

 Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 229-1100

MIDTOWN
44 West 56th St.
NY, NY 10019
(212) 245-1550

www.UncleJacks.com

“The Big Red”
Special Handcrafted

Bloody Mary 20

Bellini 5 ea.   Mimosa 5 ea.
Bloody Mary 5 ea.

(12 – 3pm)

Saturday Brunch: 12–4 ~ Sunday Brunch: 11–3

Experience the 
Hippest Handcrafted 
Brunch in New York

Experience the 
Hippest Handcrafted 
Brunch in New York
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is one of four FringeAL FRES-
CO shows. Bigotry, a fractured 
legal system and the nature 
of justice figure heavily into 
Hip to Hip Theatre Company’s 
take on what they call “Shake-
speare’s darkest comedy.” 
This free outdoor production 
is appropriate, given the com-
pany’s mission to perform no-
cost and family-friendly clas-
sics in their home borough of 
Queens.

Broadly built, ballsy by 
nature and sitting on a vault 
of stories that make the most 
gritty “Law & Order” episode 
seem utterly vanilla, Astoria 
resident Mark DeMayo made a 
smooth transition from NYPD 
cop to NYC comedian. Since 
retiring after 20 years on the 
force (seven as a police officer, 
the rest as a detective), he’s 
brought his mouthy, Type A 
flair for true storytelling to 
stand-up and theatrical ven-
ues (including Gotham Com-
edy Club and Peoples Improv 
Theater). 

“The Broccoli Murder, 
DiCaprio Dance and Other 
Stories from My 20 Years as a 
NYC Cop” blends the best of 
DeMayo’s dangerous and dis-

turbing tales from his days 
in blue with candid observa-
tions about adjusting to civil-
ian life without pepper spray 
and a gun strapped to his hips. 
Especially funny is a bit al-
luded to in the title, in which 
he meets Leonardo DiCaprio 
in a trendy club. Pressed into 
service as a dance floor body-
guard, he keeps Molly-trippin’ 
fans at bay while marveling at 

the surreal notion of playing 
Kevin Costner to Leo’s Whit-
ney Houston. 

The All-Americans pres-
ents the world premiere of As-
toria playwright Lisa Lewis’ 
“Schooled.”

Lewis’ work is described 
as a fiercely funny and grip-
ping new play about privilege, 
ambition and the lengths peo-
ple go to succeed. 

Two university students 
vie for a competitive grant 
from their roguish profes-
sor in a taut threesome that 
tests their romantic relation-
ship and their ethics. A biting 
drama with surprising humor, 
“Schooled” is a searing ex-
amination of entitlement and 
envy, the lies we tell ourselves, 
and the truths we refuse to be-
lieve.

One thing’s for sure: at $18 
per show, a shot in the dark 
at FringeNYC beats the buy-
er’s remorse of an expensive 
Broadway misfire.

FringeNYC shows run 
through Aug. 30, 2 p.m.–mid-
night weekdays, noon–mid-
night on weekends. 

Single tickets are $18. $85 
for a Fiver Pass, $150 for a 10-
show Flex Pass and $500 for an 
unlimited Lunatic Pass.

For the full schedule of 
shows and to purchase tickets, 
visit FringeNYC.org. 

Continued from Page 41 

Fringe

Queens-based Feast Productions presents “Hamlet the Hip-Hopera” at this year’s FringeNYC festival.  
Photo courtesy Rachel Birnbaum

LISA LEWIS

The menu of mostly small plates 
is dominated by aquatic offerings.  Of 
the deep selection of raw offerings, we 
were immediately drawn to the luxu-
rious Aguachile en Molcajete.  It’s a 
ceviche of lobster and shrimp mari-
nated in cucumber lime water with 
jalapeno, avocado and cilantro served 
in one of those stone footed bowls usu-
ally associated with guacamole.  In 
this case the bowl, or molcajete, was 
whimsically decorated to resemble a 
pig.  The flavor was fresh and bright, 
and the lobster component generous.  
It needed a boost of hot sauce for a lit-
tle extra kick, easily achieved with the 
bottles on the table.  

There are also some less extrava-
gant options of Peruvian-style ceviche, 
by itself, or in combination with vari-
ous raw raw bivalves.

The Caesar salad, which was in-
vented in Mexico, is more Mexican 
than Italian here.  This atypical Cae-
sar is redolent of garlic and perhaps 
cilantro, absent the typical undertone 
of Worcestershire/anchovy.  The req-
uisite romaine is in place, but crum-
bles of the Mexican grating cheese, 
cortija, eclipse the shavings of Parme-
san.  What set it apart was crispy red 
shreds of ancho chilie.  All and all, it 
was tasty, but different.  No croutons 
or even toasted tortilla strips.  

Along with the salad, we consumed 

a favorite Mexican street food — elote.  
It is grilled corn on the cob slathered 
with mayo, sprinkled with crumbled 
cortija, and seasoned with tajin, that 
Mexican equivalent of Lawry’s season-

ing salt.  Gotta find a recipe for this for 
my next barbecue.

We had set ourself a secret dare to 
eat a Chapulin taco of Oaxacan grass-
hoppers.  Imagine our shock and dis-

belief when we were told there was a 
large private party the night before, 
and there had been a run on grasshop-
per tacos.  When we asked if we could 
perhaps sample a single grasshopper, 
we were told not a one was left.  We set-
tled, if you can call it settling, for Car-
ne Asada tacos.  Three petite soft tacos 
come mounded with tender strips of 
grilled marinated skirt steak, adoba-
do, avocado, chipotle salsa roja, onion 
and cilantro.  There’s no way we would 
have really preferred the insects.

Carnitas is the Mexican answer to 
pulled pork, or in this case, braised, 
shredded suckling pig.  

Here it is made extra luscious by 
combining it with chicarron, guaca-
mole, pico de gallo, and orange-haba-
nero salsa.  The salsa lends both heat 
and sweetness, and the chicarron sat-
isfying crunch.

Tacuba doesn’t skip dessert.  There 
a dessert menu with typical Mexican 
desserts and after-dinner drinks.  
We enjoyed a tres leches cake served 
with chopped mangos and mango ice 
cream.  

The Bottom Line
Gastropubs, tapas bars and wine 

bars have been enjoying great popular-
ity, especially among younger diners.  
A Mexican version is a brilliant exten-
sion of this trend.  We’ve seen a lot of 
restaurants come and go on this partic-
ular corner, but we think this is going 
to be the one with staying power.

Dining
Continued from Page 3

Elote, grilled corn on the cob, covered in mayo and sprinkled with crumbled Mexican cor-
tija cheese was a hit at Tacuba in Astoria.  Photo by Suzanne Parker
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The Mansion at

Please Join Us
Thursday, Sept. 17 th 2015 

from 7pm–10pm
For Our Amazing

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, 
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors, 
have a private tour of our historic 
mansion and taste the wonderful 

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff 
have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor     @Douglaston Manor 
or The Douglaston Manor

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

TRY OUR SPECIALS!
BREAKFAST SPECIALS 

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK FROM 6AM TO 11AM
LUNCH SPECIAL | STARTS AT $995

MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 11AM TO 4PM
INCLUDES: Soup, Soda, Coffee and Dessert

SERVED DAILY FROM 12–10PM
ARROZ CON POLLO | $1695

Sautéed chicken in sofrito and fresh herbs, chorizo, Spanish olives. 
Served with a caldero of saffron rice with tostones and soup or salad.

CHURRASCO GAUCHITO | $1995

New York sirloin grilled with garlic and fresh herbs accompanied with chimichurri sauce. 
Served with rice, mix beans, tostones and soup or salad.

POLLO GIARDINO | $1595

Sautéed chicken breast in garlic with broccoli and light tomato sauce over penne pasta
PERNIL ASADO | $1695

Tender roast baby pork with Spanish rice, mixed beans & Maduros, 
spicy green or red sauce. Served with vegetables and salad.

FULL COURSE DINNER | $1995

SERVED 4 TO 10PM MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, EXCEPT HOLIDAYS
INCLUDES: Cup of Soup, Salad, Entrée, Potato and Vegetable or 

Pasta, Dessert and Coffee, Tea or Soda.

Choice of Soup
Soup Du jour Manhattan Clam Chowder or Chicken Consomme with 

Fine Noodles/Matzah Ball or Rice.

Dinner Salad with choice of dressing.

Choice of Entrée
BROILED BLUE FISH SCAMPI

Broiled Bluefi sh in garlic scampi sauce, served with rice and vegetable
BROILED FRESH BROOK TROUT

in lemon butter sauce
CALAMARI FRA DIAVOLO

calamari and mussels served over linguine
TWO BROILED PORK CHOPS

with applesauce
BROILED ROUMANIAN STEAK TIPS

with rice
GRILLED CHICKEN SORRENTINO

with eggplant and mozzarella
AND MANY OTHERS TO CHOOSE FROM!

Choice of Dessert
ANY OF OUR FRESH BAKED PIES OR CAKES

Choice of Beverage

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373 (corner of 51st Ave.) 

Open 7 days, Sunday–Thursday: 6am–Midnight, Friday & Saturday: 24 Hours 

1¼ lb. LIVE
LOBSTER SPECIAL

$2195
7 DAYS
includes soup, 
vegetable and potato
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

213-10 41st Ave. | Bayside, NY | (718) 224-0060

AMERICAN GRILL

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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BEER 
GARDEN 

BAKED, 
STEAMED, 
RAW CLAMS

LOBSTER ROLL 
W/ POTATO 
SALAD

SPECIAL
$15

Pitchers

$12
$12

/Dozen

Yuengling
Shock Top Belgian White
Shock Top Summer Shandy
Samuel Adams Octoberfest
Blue Point Toasted Lager
Goose Island Ipa

EVERYDAY INCLUDING WEEKENDS

213-10 41st Ave., Bayside, NY
(718) 224-0060

                  VISIT US ON FACEBOOK

HOMEMADE  ITALIAN  CUISINE

SERVING:  Steak  Chicken  Veal  Seafood  Pasta  Pizza  Hamburgers

Babich Family 
Owned Since 1939

PROUDLY 
SERVING 

GREAT FOOD 
FOR OVER 
76 YEARS!

OPEN 
AT NOON
7 DAYS
A WEEK

5PM
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queensbpkatz   www.queensbp.org @melindakatz

 #KatzConcerts

+'--��&.����/0
www.queensbp.org/katzconcerts
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BY GABRIEL ROM

As the line between Ridge-
wood and Bushwick contin-
ues to blur, the complexities 
of gentrification familiar to 
Brooklyites have arrived in 
central Queens. 

Many Ridgewood residents 
look wearily to their east and 
worry that their neighbor-
hood will stratify along class 
and ethnic lines that, along 
with rising rents, may push 
newcomers to stick to them-
selves and old-timers to de-
part. 

Sam Hillmer believes he 
has found a way to avoid some 
of those pitfalls. 

Hillmer, along with Todd 
Patrick, co-owns Trans-Pe-
cos, a performing arts space 
on Wyckoff Avenue. 

“We wanted to create a 
space that would continue the 
evolution of this neighbor-
hood and produce different 
outcomes from similar spaces 
in Bushwick, Greenpoint and 
Williamsburg,” Hillmer said. 
“We made a very concerted 
and deliberate campaign to 
get out in the neighborhood 
and let the people around us 
know that this is a place open 
to them.”

The result is a community 
arts space that faces outwards 
and breaks with the some-
times standoffish vibe of oth-
er DIY venues. 

The inconspicuous space, 

which could be mistaken for a 
residence, houses two stages, 
an outdoor patio and a recently 

opened café called Trans-Am, 
which serves food and drink 
for audiences next door.  

Hillmer and Patrick, have 
extensive backgrounds in 
the New York nightlife scene, 

and carefully curate an ever-
growing list of performances 
that run the gamut from hip-
hop to deep house and atonal 
jazz. The diversity in music 
mirrors the range of activi-
ties the space hosts. 

Trans-Pecos works with an 
array of community partners, 
including local youth groups, 
developmentally disabled 
adults, and enjoys a close re-
lationship with Ridgewood 
community leaders and politi-
cians. 

Hillmer emphasizes that 
community service is not in-
cidental to Trans-Pecos’ busi-
ness model, but central to it. 
Trans-Pecos went 16 months 
without a liquor license. 

During that time, Hilmer 
explained, rather than just 
operating at night as a club, 
Trans-Pecos held community 
programming during the day 
throughout the week. When 
the license did come, Trans-
Pecos had already established 
itself as an engaged member 
of the community. 

“We try to bring in people 
from different age ranges, 
different tax brackets, dif-
ferent races and ethnicities,” 
Hillmer said. “It’s a good fit. 
Ridgewood has been great to 
us.”

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am

Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) Weekly 
Meeting —   BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows only 
one person per professional classifi cation 
or specialty to join a chapter. BNI provides 
positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 
word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 

Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to further 
business through word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to 
arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net 

TSI NY Gala — Transitional Services 
for New York, Inc. celebrates its 40th 
anniversary with a dinner honoring 
Mark Schienberg, president Greater New 
York Automobile Dealers Association; Dr. 
Christopher Ross, assistant dean CUNY; 
Christopher D. Constantino, senior vice 
president Queens Health Network and 
David Kilmnick, CEO Long Island LGBT 
Network.
When: Thursday, Oct. 15, 6 pm
Where: Leonard’s Palazzo, 555 Northern 
Blvd., Great Neck
Website: www.tsiny.org

Business

BUSINESS CALENDARFUND-RAISERS

Follow us: facebook.com/timesledger

Bradford Sill prepares a coffee for a customer at the newly opened Trans-Am Cafe in Ridgewood.  
Photo by Gabriel Rom

Arts mix with community service
Trans-Pecos performance space opens for Ridgewood’s hipsters, neighborhood groups



Sports

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK

Kerri Gallagher is pre-
paring for the biggest race of 
her career. The Belle Harbor 
native and Fordham Univer-
sity star is racing in the 1500 
meters for Team USA at the 
International Association 
Athletics Federation World 
Championships in Beijing 
Saturday and has herself 
ready to give her best.

“Training has been going 
really well,” Gallagher said. 
“I had the opportunity to get 
some good workouts in after 
coming back from Europe. At 
this point it is all about main-
taining fitness and staying 
confident, which I think I am 
doing a good job with.”

Gallagher, who runs 
for team Oiselle and NYAC 
throughout the year, and the 

rest of Team USA are train-
ing for the meet in Narita, 
Japan. She is pretty calm and 
focused at the moment.  

“It’s a new experience 
making this type of time 
and cultural adjustment, but 
everyone here in Narita has 
been overwhelmingly wel-
coming,” she said.

After qualifying for the 
Worlds, Gallagher competed 
in the 1500 in the Diamond 
League race in Monaco. There 
she ran 4:06.07, one of her bet-
ter times of the season, against 
some of the world’s top run-
ners. Gallagher is soaking up 
the experience she earned. 

“Particularly in Monaco, 
it was very humbling and 
exciting to be able to line up 
in a field like that and really 
test my racing,” she said. “It 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Travis Atson will be start-
ing over again as he comes 
to the finish of his college re-
cruitment.

The Greenpoint native and 
former Christ the King wing 
transferred to South Kent 
(Conn.) after a stellar junior 
season in Middle Village, re-
classifying as a member of the 
Class of 2016. With the tuition 
rate doubling at South Kent 
for a postgraduate student, he 
chose to find a new home at 
which to play his final season 
before heading off to college 
next fall. 

Atson, who plans to com-
mit to a college in October, 
will play at Notre Dame Prep 
(Mass.) for the coming year. 
He believes the time away 
from home will further pre-
pare him for college life while 
he decides where he will spend 
the next four years. 

“It gives me a better feel for 
being away from home and go-
ing to college,” Atson said.

He took an official visit to 

UC Santa Barbara last week 
and heads to Tulsa on Sept. 
18. Atson also plans on visit-
ing DePaul. He is coming off 
a strong travelball summer 
with the PSA Cardinals, one 
of the top teams on the Nike 
EYBL Circuit. 

He was named to the All-
Peach Jam third team in July 
after averaging 15.3 points per 
game and 5.2 rebounds while 
shooting 50 percent from the 
field. He has consistently put 
up 20 points per contest at lo-
cal tournaments such as the 
Tri-State Classic and Dyck-
man. Atson said he is more 
versatile now that he has more 
confidence in his ability to 
score from the outside. 

“My all-around game has 
gotten a lot better,” Atson said.  
‘I am not one-dimensional 
anymore.”

There is still room for im-
provement with one more sea-
son to go before he heads off to 
college. Atson believes he is a 
better defender than he was a 
year ago, but knows his skills 
on the perimeter still need to 

advance. He wants to be a bet-
ter ball handler and become a 
more consistent shooter.

“I can still get better at ev-
erything, especially my ball 
handling,” Atson said.

Esteemed basketball tal-
ent evaluator Tom Konchalski 
said Aston would have no prob-
lem playing at Santa Barbara, 
DePaul or Tulsa. He has seen 
him get better, but wants him 
to improve his lateral move-
ment to increase his ability to 
defend quicker players on the 
perimeter. Adding to Aston’s 
own guard skills can also make 
him harder to defend against.   

“He has to get better put-
ting the ball to the floor and 
creating his own offense, but 
he is a good player” Konchal-
ski said.  

Atson is set to take on the 
challenge of further getting 
himself ready to head to col-
lege, a reality that is quickly 
approaching. 

“It feels weird,” Atson said. 
“I never thought it would be 
here and it is here now so I’m 
excited.”Continued on Page 53

Former Christ the King basketball standout Travis Atson hopes an extra year of preparation will further sharp-
en his skills before he starts playing college ball. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Former Fordham standout and Belle Harbor native Kerri Gallagher 
will be running the 1500 meters for Team USA at the IAAF World 
Championship this weekend in China.  Fordham Athletics

Atson moves forward
Former CK star gets ready to choose a college team

Gallagher brings 
her best to Worlds
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SPORTS AUTO AD

WE HAVE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

1.9%
PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED SALES

EVENT!

$AVEBIG BUCKS NOW
DURING OUR...

               Hunting for a Good Deal? 

MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 
ALL OFFERS END 5/19/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE

...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED
CALL LIZ @ 718-445-2525

2012 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

3K MILES #22100T

$19,995

2015 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER LIMITED
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

4K MILES #22519T

$41,995

2012 TOYOTA SIENNA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

26K MILES #21505

$28,995

2010 TOYOTA VENZA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #21711

$17,995

2011 TOYOTA PRIUS
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

62K MILES #22322T

$14,995

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF.,
AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 37K MILES #22512T

$10,995

2004 TOYOTA CELICA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

69K MILES #22458T

$10,995

2009 TOYOTA CAMRY
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

39K MILES #2009

$12,995

2014 TOYOTA AVALON HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

13K MILES #21315T

$29,995

2013 TOYOTA AVALON HYBRID 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

37K MILES #21681T

$23,995

2010 TOYOTA PRIUS 5
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT,  AM/FM, CD, 

45K MILES #22522T

$11,995

2005 TOYOTA RAV4 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

68K MILES #22518T

$9,995

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED LOADED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED
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SPORTS AUTO AD

 Look No Further...Great Deals in Sight!

www.StarToyota.net

718-445-2525

WE WANT YOUR

TRADE!
We Speak Spanish 

& Korean

2010 SCION TC
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

26K MILES #22055T

$9,995

2010 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

35K MILES #22245T

$29,995

2012 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4WD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

94K MILES #22290T

$28,995

2014 TOYOTA COROLLA 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

16K MILES #22496T

$17,995

2008 TOYOTA SOLARA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

32K MILES #22053T

$7,995

2014 TOYOTA CAMRY  
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

27K MILES #22495T

$17,995

2004 TOYOTA COROLLA  
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

79K MILES #22318T

$6,995

2012 TOYOTA SIENNA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

50K MILES #22449T

$17,995

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

#22345

$22,995

2013 HYUNDAI GENESIS
AUTO, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #22442T

$17,995

2013 FORD FUSION 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

26K MILES #22441T

$16,995

2007 TOYOTA RAV4 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

58K MILES #22498T

$10,995

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED
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Rachel Daly and Georgia 
Kearney-Perry have won plen-
ty of individual awards during 
their women’s soccer careers 
at St. John’s. Despite all of 
their personal achievements, 
however, this season will be 
their last chance to earn the 
team hardware—a Big East 
tournament title—and make 
their time in Queens complete.

“I don’t think personally a 
word can describe the eupho-
ria I will feel finally getting 
that trophy,” Kearney-Perry 
said.

There is a special type of 
excitement that runs through 
the English duo just thinking 
about it.  

“The goose bumps that I 
just got right now,” Daly said, 

“my whole body has goose 
bumps.”

They and St. John’s aren’t 
the only ones who believe the 
program’s first Big East title is 
within reach. The Red Storm 
was voted atop the confer-
ence’s preseason poll last week 
in a tie with DePaul. They also 
swept the preseason awards. 

Daly, a senior who plays 
forward, earned co-player of 
the year honors, along with 
Providence forward Cath-
erine Zimmerman. She is also 
within striking distance of the 
St. John’s career records for 
goals, points and shots.

Kearney-Perry, a graduate 
student, was named defensive 
player of the year and junior 
Diana Poulin was picked as 
the preseason goalkeeper of 
the year. Over the past two sea-
sons, St. John’s has racked up a 
23-13-5 overall record, and has 
gone 10-5-3 in conference play. 

Daley took the team’s acco-
lades as a sign of respect from 
the conference’s coaches, even 
after the Red Storm placed 
fourth the last two seasons and 

lost in consecutive semifinals. 
It only further positively re-
inforces expectations around 
a program that reached the 
NCAA tournament two years 
ago.

“I think that is the type 
of pressure our team needs,” 
Daly said. “We have always 
been the underdogs. Now to 
be the ones on top you have to 
step your game up.”

Red Storm Coach Ian Stone 
said he believes that Daly and 
Kearney-Perry’s presence, 
along with that of midfielders 
Emily Cubbage and Shelby 
Halasz, will help his club 
handle the bulls-eye that has 
been placed on it. He is also 
interested in seeing how this 
driven group, with its focus on 
winning, handles adversity, 
starting with its season open-
er at Stony Brook Aug. 21.

“We talk about how impor-
tant it is we do the right thing 
and get the right message 
across that we are going to 
win this championship,” Daly 
said.

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Georgia Kearney-Perry (l.) and Rachel Daly want to bring a Big East women's soccer title to St. John's in their 
last season in Queens.  Photo courtesy of St. John’s Athletics

Hargrave scores big 
with charity game

Soccer stardom at SJU

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Haron Hargrave is 
branching out in his efforts 
to give back. 

The former Campus Mag-
net basketball star, who 
plays professionally over-
seas, left the comfort zone 
of the court for his latest 
project. Hargrave hosted a 
charity flag football event 
in conjunction with Ballin 
4 Peace and his H20 Basket-
ball Organization Aug. 15 at 
Murry Bergtraum Field on 
the Lower East Side in the 
shadow of the Brooklyn and 
Manhattan bridges. 

Hargrave, whose street-
ball moniker is H20, has run 
the Queens Week basketball 
tournament for nine years in 
an attempt to promote non-
violence. He also put together 
a charity bowling night in 
June. With the flag football 
event, he hoped to combine 
the excitement about the 
start of football season and 
preparations for the ap-
proaching academic year to 
help to raise money and col-
lect pencils, pens, notebooks 
and other items for students 
who may not have the ability 
to buy their own.

“I wanted to bring aware-
ness to the kids,” Hargrave 
said. “They need school sup-
plies. Everybody is not rich.”

Staples donated school 
supplies and anyone who 
attended was asked to give 
$10 or bring supplies to the 
games. Those in attendance 
first saw two of the best 
teams in the Showcase flag 
football league take each oth-
er on. That was followed by a 
celebrity game that featured 

Hargrave, former St. John’s 
standout Anthony Mason 
Jr., Internet music sensation 
D.J. Webstar and Battle rap-
per Cortez. Stars of the Starz 
show “Power,” Michael Fer-
guson and Marc John Jeffer-
ies also played. 

Mason Jr., a friend of Har-
grave, said it was an easy deci-
sion to come out and support 
the cause. He sees Hargrave 
as someone he can learn from 
as he tries to begin his own 
non-profit ventures. 

“Just the grind, when you 
see it in an individual and at 
the same time giving back, 
it’s a lot,” Mason said. “It mo-
tivated me.”

He joked it was the first 
time he has competed “pro-
fessionally” in flag football 
and didn’t know there were 
so many rules other than just 
pulling the flag. He played 
some time at quarterback be-
fore Hargrave took over and 
led his team to victory with 
an MVP performance.

“You know you’re not good 
at the sport, but you get to 
talk smack,” Mason Jr. said. 
“It’s always fun when you 
jump into another sport.”

It’s actually what Har-
grave did with this event a 
week before Friday’s Queens 
Week kickoff at Brookville 
Park. He expects to make the 
flag football games a regular 
occurrence, but may do it 
earlier to allow for more local 
kids and summer camps to 
attend and possibly partici-
pate. 

“I feel like you have to 
share the wealth and spread 
the love,” Hargrave said. “I 
did basketball, then bowling 
and now football.”

Continued on Page 53

The participants in the Ballin 4 Peace flag football game pose for a 
photo.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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Stone gave Daly and Kearney-Perry 
a chance to show their championship 
potential the first day of preseason. 
They went one-on-one against each 
other. It pushes the two of them to con-
tinue to set a high standard for them-
selves and the rest of the roster. 

The duo, which has known each 
other for six years, brings out the 
best in each other because each took 
a trait from the other. Kearney-Perry 
taught Daly how to be a better leader 
and the way Daly carries herself gave 
Kearney-Perry a new level of confi-
dence. 

They have talked about the impor-
tance of this season since last spring, 
with the frequency increasing. It went 

from once a week to every hour to ev-
ery minute. The reality that this is 
their last chance at a conference title, 
with what is arguably their best team, 
hits them at random moments. 

“It will make those summers and 
the little sacrifices you make over the 
course of your life, like not going out 
to parties because you have practice, 
it will make all of that worthwhile,” 
Kearney-Perry said.

That’s because not only will they 
get to celebrate another award and 
hopefully hoist a team trophy, but their 
teammates will earn it with them.

“They have achieved so much indi-
vidually, but they still feel that not all 
those goals have been accomplished 
because the team hasn’t won a Big East 
championship,” Stone said. 

Meeting that goal is the only way 
for them to go out. 

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK

The time that Queens na-
tive Kadeem Jack has spent 
playing for Rutgers Univer-
sity men’s basketball coach 
Eddie Jordan has him better 
prepared for his future in 
professional basketball.

The former Scarlet 
Knights forward learned a 
lot in his two seasons under 
Jordan, who had coached for 
three NBA teams.

“It was a great experi-
ence...” he said. “Had Eddie 
Jordan, an NBA coach, got a 
lot of experience.”

Jordan, also a Queens na-
tive, offered Jack a lot of wis-
dom, as well as advice on how 
to become a better player and 
learn what it takes to succeed 
at the next level.

“He taught me how to fight 
through adversity,” Jack 
said. “Being tough, just stay-
ing cool, calm and collected 
in every situation.”

Last season, he averaged 
13 points and 6.4 rebounds per 
game for Rutgers. The Scarlet 
Knights went 10-22, winning 

just two conference games. 
While Rutgers has played for 
the last two seasons in the Big 
Ten, one of the nation’s best 
conferences, Jack felt that 
the competition he saw there 
wasn’t all that different from 
what he saw in the Big East 
his first two years with the 
Scarlet Knights.

After graduating from Rut-
gers, Jack, who was named to 
the All-Met Third Team for 
the second time in his career, 
received an invite to work out 
with the Brooklyn Nets. Even 
though he wasn’t selected in 
the NBA Draft, he was grate-
ful for the experience.

“I am very thankful that 
they even gave me the oppor-
tunity,” Jack said.

This summer, he is play-
ing for Primetime in Pro City 
at Baruch College, facing off 
against players from the NBA 
and top professional talent 
from overseas. Jack has been 
playing against the top talent 
in the city since he was a high 
school student at Rice. The ex-
perience never gets old.

“I’ve been playing here 

since I was 14 years old,” Jack 
said. “It’s great. Good crowds 
come out to support us. Good 
competition. A lot of other 
leagues kind of get into one-
on-one matches. This is a lot 
better basketball.”

The games at Pro City are 
helping Jack to work on his 
game as he sets his sights on 
playing professionally next 
season.

“Any basketball will help 
me,” he said. “This is just get-
ting my game right.”

Jack, who doesn’t have a 
professional contract yet, has 
been playing in New York 
City, where he played with 
NBA star Kemba Walker in 
high school. It is a place he 
knows well, and a place where 
he believes he can ready him-
self to play professionally.

“There is nothing like 
New York,” he said. “The en-
ergy, the crowd, the game, the 
way people play. It is just to-
tally different. There is a dif-
ferent feel over here. Growing 
up here, there is nothing like 
it.”

Queens hoopster is up for pro success

made me that much more excited to 
keep pushing my boundaries and to 
compete at Worlds.”

Following the Diamond League 
race, Gallagher took a break from 
competition and worked at the 
American Running camp. The camp 
helped add to her excitement of going 
to Worlds as she got a chance to in-
teract with some great coaches and 
enthusiastic campers gearing up for 

their cross-country seasons
“It made for a really special week 

before coming to Japan for final prep 
for Worlds,” Gallagher said.

Gallagher is grateful for all the sup-
port she has received as she gets ready 
for the biggest race of her life. The 
event will be broadcast on the NBC 
family of networks.   

“It is an incredible honor to be able 
to represent Team USA,” she said. “I 
am looking forward to the opportunity 
and am thankful for all the support 
from friends, family, coaches, Oiselle 
and NYAC for getting me here.”

SJU soccer

Gallagher

Continued from Page 52

Continued from Page 49

Queens native Kadeem Jack is using the knowledge he learned from 
Rutgers coach Eddie Jordan to help him transition to a professional 
hoops player. Photo by Charles Rex Arbogast
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sation.”
Lynch said for the top pri-

orities in Queens to be consid-
ered in City Hall, the District 
23 City Council member must 
address the lack of senior 
services, transportation, af-
fordable housing, pedestrian 
safety and road repairs.

Turning to affordable hous-
ing, she said “this is a middle-
class community and we have 
to make sure these families 
don’t get priced out.” 

Her main focus will be on 
education within the district, 
which includes the city’s high-
est performing District 26 as 
well as District 29.

 “They are talking educa-
tion, but you never hear about 
the trailers at Cardozo High 

School or overcrowding,” 
Lynch said. “Queens should 
never be dumped on. Com-
munity input should be at the 
forefront—there should never 
be anything here that has not 
been discussed or that we have 
not signed off on.” 

She added, “I need our com-
munity to be brought into the 
conversation and services 
need to be brought out to east-
ern Queens.”

came to community issues.
A 70-year resident of Bay-

side who still found time to 
travel the country and the 
world, Skala taught American 
history and geography for 33 
years at the now-shuttered 
Campbell Junior High School, 
JHS 218 in Flushing, and later 
at Adrien Block Junior High 
School, IS 25, on Francis Lew-
is Boulevard.

After retiring from teach-
ing in 1992, Skala continued to 
submerge himself in commu-
nity affairs. Whether dressed 
as Santa Claus during the hol-
iday season or speaking out 
at CB 11 meetings, it became 
clear how much of an impact 
Skala had on the local commu-
nity by the words others have 
had to say about him.

Fellow community activist 
Mandingo Tshaka was award-
ed the Senate’s Liberty Medal 
alongside Skala and said he 
was saddened to hear of his 
death.

“He was a good civic leader 
and did a lot of great work,” 
Tshaka said. “It was sad to 
see him in poor health, but I 
was amazed he still had the 
energy to participate in every-
thing he could. Any gathering 
or community event there was 
in Bayside, Frank Skala was 
there.”

Skala founded the East Bay-
side Homeowners Association 
and created the first series of 
alumni books and an alumni 
association for Bayside High 
School. He also helped found 
the Friends of Bayside High 
School with Gregg Sullivan 
and Dave Solano.

“This is a guy who dedicat-
ed himself to this community 
— never stopped, never tired 
— he just kept going,” Sullivan 
said. “To some, he was a pro-
fessional irritant, but to others 
he was a dedicated guy who 
just kept everyone on their 
toes about what was going on 
here in Bayside.”

Skala was in the care of his 
children, friends and neigh-

bors in the months before his 
death. He is survived by his 
son Edward Skala, his daugh-
ter Bonnie Skala Kiladitis and 
his grandchildren Brayden 
and Alexa Kiladitis.

Bonnie Skala Kiladitis 
said she was grateful for the 
outpouring of community 
support for her family follow-
ing Skala’s death, both from 
the people who loved him and 
those who staunchly opposed 
him.

“We are now just going 
through all of his old contacts, 
reaching out to some people 
who knew my father more than 
10 years ago, and so many peo-
ple have only had kind things 

to say,” Skala Kiladitis said.
Skala’s wake was slated for 

Thursday, Aug. 20, and Friday, 
Aug. 21, from 2 to 5 p.m. and 
7p.m. to 9 p.m. both days at the 
Lloyd Funeral Home, 214-43 
39th Ave., in Bayside. His fam-
ily said all would be welcome. 
The funeral and burial will 
take place outside the city over 
the weekend and is closed to 
only close family.

Skala Kiladitis said that for 
those who would not be able to 
make it to her father’s wake 
this week, there would be a 
memorial service scheduled 
for September — the date, time 
and place have yet to be deter-
mined.

ments such as withholding 
funds for districts with low 
participation rates, under 
the federal Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act, 
but the city DOE does not face 
such a situation.

Actually, more than 36 
percent of ELA test refusals 
and about 35 percent of math 
test refusals in the city were 
for students with disabilities, 
according to state DOE data.

air traffic and increased 
ground noise if the rule were 
to be altered.

“We know these conversa-
tions are taking place. We are 
just trying to raise the pub-
lic’s awareness,” Braunstein 
said. “What I am concerned 
about is that we are all go-
ing to wake up one day, and 
larger, louder airplanes will 
be flying over our homes and 
nobody will know why.”

Assemblymen Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing), Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst), Michael Simanow-
itz (D-Flushing), David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) as 
well as Assemblywomen Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria) and 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing) along 
with Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and Toby Stavisky 

(D-Flushing) signed on to 
the letters as did a few other 
downstate lawmakers.

The governor’s redevel-
opment plan for LaGuardia 
calls for a new Terminal B 
and a new Central Hall at the 
airport, about 600 feet closer 
to the Grand Central Park-
way. Cuomo and the Port Au-
thority said between that re-
design and the adoption of an 
“island gate system,” taxiway 
circulation could be more 
than doubled, increasing the 
airport’s efficiency while get-
ting planes in and out with-
out a substantial change to 
the way surrounding com-
munities are affected.

A noise analysis con-
ducted for the new Terminal 
B before the governor’s pro-
posal anticipated increased 
use of larger aircrafts and 
found that any noise increase 
would be too minor to merit 
consideration.

BY TOM MOMBERG

Bayside leaders and the 
friends and family of Frank 
Skala reflected on his life 
this week following the 
death of the civic leader and 
community activist.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) lauded Skala’s 
contributions to the neigh-
borhood, which would not 
have been as acutely aware 
of the issues facing the com-
munity if it had not been for 
him.

“One need not enumerate 
the myriad of ways in which 
Frank made his community 
a better place – a simple con-
versation with anyone who 
knew this great man would 
sufficiently convey the level 
of respect with which he was 
held,” Avella said in a state-
ment. “Frank was an entre-
preneur, a teacher, an activ-
ist, a philanthropist and a 
local leader. More than that, 
he was a dedicated father, 
husband and a dear friend.” 

Joyce Shepard, who 
served in the rank-and-file 
alongside Skala on Commu-
nity Board 11, recalled how 
much of a fighter he was and 
said he probably continued 
fighting right up until the 

end.
“He and I hated each oth-

er, but I loved him and I’m 
sure he loved me,” Shepard 
said, elaborating on their 
complicated relationship. 
“Frank had a lot of respect 
from the politicians ... He 
made friends with them: 
He was smart and achieved 
more, because he raised 
them up, wheras I beat them 
down and exposed them.”

Shepard said Bayside 
lost a champion with the 
passing of Skala. 

“He was very sincere, 
and he was first and fore-
most an activist. He never 
looked for any accolades,” 
she said. 

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
said the way in which Skala 
proved his dedication to his 
community was unique.

“Throughout his ten-
ure as president of the East 
Bayside Homeowners As-
sociation and as a member 
of Community Board 11, 
Frank fought passionately 
to protect the quality of 
life of our neighborhood. 
Frank’s service left a last-
ing impact and he will truly 
be missed,” Braunstein said 
in a statement.

Powell’s Cove Park for the en-
joyment of local residents.”

On a dry-weather day, 
the treatment plant receives, 
cleans and disinfects about 
55 million gallons of waste-
water.

James Cervino, CB 7’s en-
vironmental chairman and 
president of the College Point 
Transfer Station Advisory 
Board, commended the DEP’s 
treatment plant, noting that 
it lowers the nitrogen, phos-
phorous and ammonia levels 
in the plant. 

But he said the sewer line 
would help lower the amount 
of nutrients and raw sewage 
getting into Flushing Bay.

“When it rains, now raw 
stuff is going to go out into 
the bay,” Cervino said. “It’s 
going to capture it. It’s going 
to hold it.”

Before excavation and 
construction of the sewer line 
began, a diversion chamber 
was constructed under the in-
tersection of 131st Street and 
11th Avenue, which directs 
wastewater into the new in-

terceptor sewer line.  
The existing section of 

sewer running under 11th 
Avenue between 130th and 
131st streets was then dis-
connected, and a valve was 
opened to allow the flow to 
run north from 131st Street 
and 11th Avenue into the new 
sewer. 

The DEC also enlarged 
outlets and raised a weir—a 
low bar or dam built across 
a river—at 11th Avenue and 
138th Street, 7th Avenue and 
144th Street and 15th Drive 
and Willets Point Boulevard, 
key regulators within the 
existing drainage system, to 
allow for more wastewater 
to flow toward the new inter-
ceptor.

DEP worked with the 
city Parks Department and 
the Public Design Commis-
sion to restore Powell’s Cove 
Park. About 700 new trees 
and shrubs were planted, 1.3 
million acres of tidal wet-
lands were enhanced and a 
quarter-acre of new wetland 
was added. They also re-
planted three acres of grass 
and wildflowers, added a new 
split rail fence and removed a 
dilapidated wooden pier.
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