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BY GABRIEL ROM

A century ago Leo Frank, a 
Jewish industrialist and native 
son of New York, was strung up 
from a tree in the Atlanta sub-
urb of Marietta and lynched by 
“a cruel hand, a heavy hand,” 
as Abraham Cahan, the editor 
for the Jewish Daily Forward 
wrote just days after the event. 
This past week Queens and city 
officials  as well as Jewish civic 
leaders from across the borough, 
gathered near Frank’s resting 
place at Mt. Carmel Cemetery in 
Glendale to remember that pain-
ful centennial.

Frank’s death, which galva-
nized the American-Jewish com-
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BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) condemned anti-
Asian hate speech vandalism 
carved into the sidewalk in front 
of the Cherry Manor Condos in 
Flushing. 

The phrase “All you c---k go 
back to China!!!” was written 
into the wet cement in front of the 
condos’ building at 141-18 Cherry 
Ave. during construction, leaving 
the phrase behind. 

John Choe, executive director 
of the Greater Flushing Chamber 
of Commerce, posted a picture of 
the vandalism in the “You know 
you’re from Flushing if” Face-
book group over the weekend. 

An individual took a photo 

BY TOM MOMBERG

PS 111 in Long Island City, where a group of 
teenagers tried turning a tutoring session into 
a fight club for first-graders in March, was the 
only Queens school placed on the state Education 

PS 111 in LIC listed 
as dangerous school

Hate speech 
discovered on 
Flushing walk

Lynching victim remembered

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Obon ritual held on waterfront

Centennial held at 
Leo Frank’s grave

Every summer weekend, Craigslist carries ads for as many as 30 garage sales in Queens. This one on Little 
Neck Parkway, thrown by neighbors Roxanne Martinez (r), Marie Jankowski (c) and her husband Henry (top 
left) had a little more swagger than usual.  Photo by Michael Shain

TREASURE HUNT

BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of visitors to 
Gantry Plaza State Park 
and Hunters Point South 
Park in Long Island City 
witnessed the first-ever 
EcoBon Floating Lantern 

Festival at sundown Sun-
day. Dozens of volunteers 
gathered at the shoreline 
of the East River to release 
more than 100 lanterns 
modeled after an ancient 
Japanese summer rite of 
remembrance.

HarborLab, a LIC-based 
non-profit organization 
that emphasizes environ-
mental science, staged 
the event to promote eco-
logical awareness. More 
than 50 resident advisors 
from Fairleigh Dickinson 

Floating lanterns, bearing messag-
es of environmental awareness, drift 
away from Gantry Plaza State Park. 

Photo courtesy Lidiya Kan

7 DAYS
includes soup,  
vegetable and potato

1¼ lb. LIVE
LOBSTER SPECIAL

$2195

  www.NevadaDinerNY.com               See on page 4

80-26 Queens Blvd. 
Elmhurst, NY 11373

(718) 426-2229 

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com (516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Homage to Frank Skala 
for his Bayside activism

BY TOM MOMBERG

Retired teacher, commu-
nity activist and civic lead-
er Frank Skala, who died of 
a stroke at Long Island’s St. 
Francis Hospital in the ear-
ly hours of Monday morn-
ing, left a lasting imprint 
on the Bayside Community. 
He was 78.

Skala had been suffer-
ing from failing health in 
the last few months but  
still managed to make his 
presence known and his 
voice heard.

Skala was the first to 
admit he was still fighting 
a good fight. Athough he 
stepped down from Com-
munity Board 11 earlier 
this year, Skala could still 
be spotted at Community 
Board 11 meetings before 
it took summer recess. He 
also made an appearance 
with Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) in July, when he 
was awarded the state Sen-
ate’s Liberty Medal, one of 
New York’s highest civilian 
honors.

“I used to do a lot more 
work than I can do now. 
It’s hard to type, it’s hard 
to use a pen, but I can still 
say no,” Skala said when 
he received the award from 
Avella, referring to his own 
outspoken nature when it 
came to community issues.

A 70-year resident of 
Bayside who still found 
time to travel the country 
and the world, Skala taught 
American history and ge-
ography for 33 years at the 
now-shuttered Campbell 
Junior High School, JHS 
218 in Flushing, and later at 
Adrien Block Junior High 
School, IS 25, on Francis 
Lewis Boulevard.

After retiring from 
teaching in 1992, Skala con-
tinued to submerge him-
self in community affairs. 
Whether dressed as Santa 
Claus during the holiday 
season or speaking out at 
CB 11 meetings, it became 
clear how much of an im-
pact Skala had on the local 
community by the words 
others have had to say 

about him.
Fellow community ac-

tivist Mandingo Tshaka 
was awarded the Senate’s 
Liberty Medal alongside 
Skala and said he was sad-
dened to hear of his death.

“He was a good civic 
leader and did a lot of great 
work,” Tshaka said. “It 
was sad to see him in poor 
health, but I was amazed 
he still had the energy to 
participate in everything 
he could. Any gathering 
or community event there 
was in Bayside, Frank Ska-
la was there.”

Skala founded the East 
Bayside Homeowners As-
sociation and created the 
first series of alumni books 
and an alumni association 
for Bayside High School. 
He also helped found the 
Friends of Bayside High 
School with Gregg Sullivan 
and Dave Solano.

“This is a guy who dedi-
cated himself to this com-
munity — never stopped, 
never tired — he just kept 
going,” Sullivan said. “To 
some, he was a professional 
irritant, but to others he 
was a dedicated guy who 
just kept everyone on their 
toes about what was going 
on here in Bayside.”

Skala was in the care of 
his children, friends and 
neighbors in the months 
before his death. He is sur-
vived by his son Edward 
Skala, his daughter Bon-

nie Skala Kiladitis and his 
grandchildren Brayden 
and Alexa Kiladitis.

Bonnie Skala Kiladitis 
said she was grateful for 
the outpouring of commu-
nity support for her fam-
ily following Skala’s death, 
both from the people who 
loved him and those who 
staunchly opposed him.

“We are now just going 
through all of his old con-
tacts, reaching out to some 
people who knew my father 
more than 10 years ago, and 
so many people have only 
had kind things to say,” 
Skala Kiladitis said.

Skala’s wake was slated 
for Thursday, Aug. 20, and 
Friday, Aug. 21, from 2 to 5 
p.m. and 7p.m. to 9 p.m. both 
days at the Lloyd Funeral 
Home, 214-43 39th Ave., in 
Bayside. His family said all 
would be welcome. The fu-
neral and burial will take 
place outside the city over 
the weekend and is closed 
to only close family.

Skala Kiladitis said that 
for those who would not 
be able to make it to her 
father’s wake this week, 
there would be a memorial 
service scheduled for Sep-
tember — the date, time 
and place have yet to be de-
termined.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Bayside civic leader Frank Skala, depicted here on his 75th birth-
day, died Monday at the age of 78.
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35Pointz crew fears artworks now in peril
New principal at Jamaica’s August Martin High School orders some murals to be painted over

BY BILL PARRY

The 5Pointz artists are 
worried that history is re-
peating itself. Less than 
two years after developer 
Jerry Wolkoff ordered the 
“whitewashing” of their 
graffiti mecca in Long 
Island City to make way 
for two luxury residential 
towers, the artists have 
learned that some of the 
murals they created at Au-
gust Martin High School in 
South Jamaica this spring 
have been painted over.

They are concerned 
that more of their work is 
threatened after a change 
in leadership at the school. 

More than 150 of the 
artists reunited for two 
weekends in May to paint 
over 300 pieces of aerosol 
artwork to liven up the 
hallways, staircases and 
elevator doors at August 
Martin, with the approval 
of Principal Gillian Smith 

and the city Department 
of Education. The artists 
came from as far away as 
Japan and Texas to volun-

teer their time, talent, pas-
sion and supplies, paid for 
out of their own pockets at 
a cost of more than $40,000. 

A student-led initiative 
called “Operation Skittles” 
was conceived to make the 
school brighter and more 

inspirational. Its goal was 
to stimulate the students at 
a school known to be one of 
the worst in Queens, where 
the graduation rate had 
been stuck at 39 percent 
for the last two years with 
attendance around 70 per-
cent.

Syreeta Gates, a Dream 
Director assigned to the 
school by the non-profit 
Future Project - a nation-
al campaign to empower 
young people - contacted 
5Pointz creator Jonathan 
“Meres” Cohen and his co-
curator Marie Cecil Fla-
geul and the project was 
authorized and endorsed 
by DOE Deputy Chancellor 
Elizabeth Rose. 

When the murals were 
finished, each with motiva-
tional quotes and inspiring 
words, the students were 
electrified. “The atten-
dance is up and the students 
aren’t even late anymore,” 
Gates said at the time. “It’s 

crazy. These kids are tak-
ing selfies of themselves in 
front of the art and putting 
it out on social media that 
‘their school is better than 
your school’ and that has 
never happened before.”

Much has changed over 
the summer. 

Principal Gillian Smith 
chose to leave August Mar-
tin and now works in stu-
dent services at a Queens 
Borough Field Support 
Center. Smith was replaced 
by Rory Parnell, who 
had Mere’s iconic “bright 
ideas” light bulbs on the 
first floor doors painted 
over along with art in a 
first floor corridor. Gates 
complained to Parnell on 
behalf of “upset” students 
and the two had a “falling 
out,” according to a person 
with direct knowledge of 
the events. Parnell could 
not be reached for comment 
while Gates would not com-
ment.

The Department of Education says “virtually all” of the murals painted by the 5Pointz artists have 
survived a leadership change at August Martin High School. Photo by Bill Parry

Owners of yellow cabs must deal with Uber car service
Driver-Owner Association demands protective rights for individual medallion holders 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

When David Bechor, a 
Queens Village resident, 
invested in a yellow-taxi 
medallion many years ago, 
it was a major investment 
in a secure future for him 
and his family. 

Bechor had plans to 
renovate his home for his 
wife and maybe put some-
thing aside for a rainy day. 
He never expected to be in 
the midst of a fight for his 
future. 

Last month, Uber and 
the city fought publicly 
over a proposal to limit the 
number of Uber vehicles in 
the city. They then struck 
an agreement under which 
the city said it would not 
limit the number of Uber 
vehicles while an environ-
mental impact traffic study 
was conducted. That study 
is expected to be completed 

near the end of the year.
Meanwhile, yellow-taxi 

medallion owners and driv-
ers created an association, 
the Taxi Driver-Owner 
Association, an important 
step for the association’s 

founder, Jaswant Singh 
and Sohan Gill. 

“My father is a owner-
driver for 30 years—he 
worked hard and put us 
through college,” said 
Aman Deep, Singh’s son 

 and a spokesman for the 
group. 

Deep said medallion 
owners are not just large 
mafioso-like millionaire 
groups. 

“There are individual 
owners like my family. We 
just want to work and live 
simple lives,” he said  “We 
want to show people we are 
regular people. For us, this 
is our food.”

The Taxi Driver-Owner 
Association said Uber, the 
for-hire vehicle e-service 
used through smart de-
vices , is hurting their busi-
ness and the group wants a 
cap on Uber vehicles as well 
as a ban on e-hailing a ve-
hicle. They claim that a me-
tered ride in any form, on 
a phone or a device, should 
be  reserved for yellow and 
green taxis supplied  by the 
city according to a 1937 city 
ordinance.     

The $50 billion company, 
Uber has grown dramati-
cally since its arrival in 
the city, going from nearly 
non-existent to employing 
over 25,000 drivers in just 
four years. In Queens, Uber 
said there are an estimated  
8,000 Uber driver-partners 
who call the borough home 
and there are plans to cre-
ate more than 4,000 job op-
portunities by the end of 
the year for Queens resi-
dents alone. 

Out of the city’s 13,000 
taxis there are about 6,000 
independent medallion 
owners, according to the 
Taxi and Limousine Com-
mission. Medallion owners 
say the price of their medal-
lions has dropped dramati-
cally. From a peak of over $1 
million a couple years ago, 
that price has fallen to less 
than $800,000 this year.  

For Bechor, who came 

to this country as an im-
migrant from the Republic 
of Georgia in the former So-
viet Union, it is worrisome. 

“I thought if I worked 
hard—I would get a 
chance,” he said. Bechor 
owns a mini-fleet, which 
means two yellow taxi me-
dallions, both of which are 
losing value. He has also 
had both of his taxis sitting 
in garages rather than mov-
ing on the streets. “I have 
no drivers to come in be-
cause there is no money.”     

“I just want a level play-
ing field. I don’t care about 
Uber coming—I believe 
in healthy competition,” 
Bechor said. “That is what 
I came to this country for 
- back home you couldn’t 
stand in a line without be-
ing pushed away.  I thought 
it was going to be different 
here. Where is the balance 
here?”

While the city waits on the traffic study about Uber, the for-hire 
service, yellow taxi medallion owners are worried about making 
ends meet.   Photo by Mike Groll/AP
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BY TOM MOMBERG

The state Education De-
partment released results 
of spring standardized tests 
for grades three through 
eight last week, revealing 
that Queens students had 
achieved some of the high-
est performance levels in 
both the city and state.

Queens sixth-, sev-
enth- and eighth-graders 
achieved higher average 
math scores than students 
in any other borough. 
Fifth-graders from Queens 
averaged the highest scores 
in the city in both math and 
English Language Arts 
tests, or ELA, on which 
35.7 percent of them dem-
onstrated proficient levels 
of reading and writing, and 
49.1 percent achieved a pro-
ficient score in math.

Students in the borough 
also beat out the rest of the 
state. About 31.3 percent 
of students from around 
the state in third- through 
eighth-grade who took the 
ELA tests scored proficient, 
up from 30.6 percent in 
2014. About 38.1 percent of 
students scored proficient 
on state standardized math 
tests, up from 36.2 percent 
in 2014 and 31.1 percent in 
2013.

But 35.4 percent of stu-
dents who took ELA tests in 
Queens scored proficient, 
and 42.1 percent of them 
scored proficient in math, 
averaging better than the 
rest of the state and the city 
as a whole.

Even though the bor-
ough’s students did well 
on the standardized tests, 
which apply state Common 
Core testing standards, 
there has been a growing 
movement across the state 
of as parents refuse to have 
their children take the ELA 
and math tests.

Nearly 20 percent of stu-
dents from around the state 
had opted out of taking at 
least one test or the other, 
but less than 2 percent of 
city students refused to 
take the tests, according to 
data collected by NYSED.

Without using the lan-
guage “opt out,” parents are 
able to submit refusal forms 
prior to the administering 
of the tests and be counted 
as “not tested,” according 
to NYSED’s Student Infor-
mation Repository System 
Manual.

But all schools are re-
quired by the state Educa-
tion Department in coop-
eration with the federal No 
Child Left Behind Act to 
have a 95 percent partici-

pation rate in state testing 
in grades three through 
eight. There is no provision 
under the Protection of Pu-
pil Rights Amendment of 
the act allowing parents to 
“opt” their children out of 
testing.

Despite progress in stu-
dent scores throughout the 
state, parents who refuse 
the tests for their children 
cite the growing difficulty 
of Common Core standards 
as a reason. Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo introduced a plan to 
use the scores at least part-
ly for teacher evaluations 
earlier this year, which is 
why the opt-out movement 
grew throughout the rest of 
the state.

State and federal educa-
tion officials could impose 
punishments such as with-
holding funds for districts 
with low participation 
rates, under the federal El-
ementary and Secondary 
Education Act, but the city 
DOE does not face such a 
situation.

Actually, more than 36 
percent of ELA test refus-
als and about 35 percent of 
math test refusals in the 
city were for students with 
disabilities, according to 
state DOE data.

Only about 1.4 percent of city students opted out of state standardized ELA tests and about 1.8 per-
cent opted out of math, according to state data. Courtesy of stockphoto.com

Boro students outdo 
rest of city on tests

SERVED DAILY FROM 12–10PM
ARROZ CON POLLO | $1695

Sautéed chicken in sofrito and fresh herbs, chorizo, Spanish olives.  
Served with a caldero of saffron rice with tostones and soup or salad.

CHURRASCO GAUCHITO | $1995

New York sirloin grilled with garlic and fresh herbs accompanied with chimichurri sauce. 
Served with rice, mix beans, tostones and soup or salad.

POLLO GIARDINO | $1595

Sautéed chicken breast in garlic with broccoli and light tomato sauce over penne pasta
PERNIL ASADO | $1695

Tender roast baby pork with Spanish rice, mixed beans & Maduros,  
spicy green or red sauce. Served with vegetables and salad.

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373
(corner of 51st Ave.)  

 
 

7 DAYS
includes soup,  
vegetable and potato

BREAKFAST SPECIALS  SEVEN DAYS A WEEK FROM 6AM TO 11AM
LUNCH SPECIAL | STARTS AT $995  MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 11AM TO 4PM

INCLUDES: Soup, Soda, Coffee and Dessert

 | $1995

SERVED 4 TO 10PM MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, EXCEPT HOLIDAYS
INCLUDES: Cup of Soup, Salad, Entrée, Potato and Vegetable or Pasta, Dessert and Coffee, Tea or Soda.

Soup Du Jour Manhattan Clam Chowder or Chicken Consomme 
with Fine Noodles/Matzah Ball or Rice.

 with choice of dressing.

BROILED BLUE FISH SCAMPI
Broiled Bluefish in garlic scampi sauce, served with rice and vegetable

BROILED FRESH BROOK TROUT 
in lemon butter sauce

CALAMARI FRA DIAVOLO
calamari and mussels served over linguine

TWO BROILED PORK CHOPS with applesauce
BROILED ROUMANIAN STEAK TIPS with rice

GRILLED CHICKEN SORRENTINO with eggplant and mozzarella
AND MANY OTHERS TO CHOOSE FROM!

ANY OF OUR FRESH BAKED PIES OR CAKES

1¼ lb. LIVE
LOBSTER SPECIAL

$2195
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First murder of year mars 103rd Precinct’s record
 BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The 103rd Precinct had its 
first homicide since December af-
ter the arrival of pilot programs 
based on the NYPD’s new neigh-
borhood policing plan. 

On Aug. 16 around 5 a.m., po-
lice responded to a call and found 
30-year-old Russell McKee from 
Laurelton shot multiple times 
about the torso near the corner of 
Camden Avenue and Liberty Av-
enue in St. Albans, police said. 

Emergency medical services 
took McKee to Jamaica Hospital 
Medical Center, where he was 
pronounced dead, according to 
officials. 

Police would not confirm if the 
shooting was gang-related but did 
say no arrests had been made and 
the investigation was ongoing. 

“We almost made it past the 
summer,” 103rd Community Af-
fairs Detective Marc Costa said. 
“This is always sad.”

The 103rd Precinct has juris-
diction over the downtown Ja-
maica business district, Hollis, 
Lakewood, and Jamaica neigh-
borhoods in southeast Queens.

  In January through August 
2014, the 103rd Precinct had a to-
tal of seven homicides compared 
to only one this year, according to 
NYPD statistics. 

The 103rd is one of the precincts 
that implemented the mentorship 
pilot program, where veteran po-
lice officers took rookie officers 
under their wings to patrol the 

streets on foot beginning in Janu-
ary. Soon after it was followed by 
one of the first pilot programs for 
body cameras in the city.

The NYPD’s new One City: 
Safe and Fair Everywhere plan, 
which was announced in June af-
ter the City Council included an 
estimated 1,300 additional police 
officers in the final 2016 budget, 
started at the 103rd Precinct last 
month. 

The new neighborhood policing 
plan is designed to provide desig-
nated officers to each neighbor-
hood sector so they have the time 
and training necessary to deepen 
community relationships and 
transform the role of officers from 
traditionally reactive responders 
into proactive problem solvers in 
the community, according to the 
NYPD. 

“We are getting nothing but 
positive feedback,”  Costa said. 
“The officers are making their 
daily stops, routinely talking to 
business owners and residents. 
It’s going well.” 

Former 103rd Precinct Com-
munity Council President Donna 
Clapton recalled during her re-

tirement party in June experienc-
ing the higher-crime period in 
the city from the 1980s up until 
this year. She said the 2007 Sean 
Bell tragedy, when NYPD detec-
tives fatally shot a young black 
bridegroom 50 times outside a 
club in Jamaica, helped her push 
to strengthen ties between the 
police and community, but not 
without the help of a cooperative 
precinct.

“I would do a comparison - not 
all blacks are bad because of the 
action of one and not all police 
officers are bad because of the ac-
tion of one,” she said.  

Three of the five detectives in-
volved in the shooting were tried 
and found not guilty in a non-jury 
trial in Queens. 

“There are two sides to the 
story.  It was important for me 
and still is that all police are not 
bad.”  

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully 
by e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4546.

The 103rd Precinct, which covers Jamaica, is seeing a steep drop in violent 
crime, especially homicides. 
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Retailer signs new lease
Burlington Coat Factory plans to open in downtown Jamaica 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
 Burlington Coat Facto-

ry is coming to downtown 
Jamaica. 

According to the 
Greater Jamaica Devel-
opment Corporation, the 
national apparel chain 
signed a 20-year lease on a 
70,000-square-foot space at 
United American Land’s 
planned 150,000-square-
foot retail center in three 
attached buildings at 161-
02, 160-16 and 160-08 Ja-
maica Ave.

The historic site sits 
next to the Jamaica Center 
for Arts and Learning and 
will feature four levels of 
retail space, along with a 
classic historic facade and 
high ceilings.

The store is expected 
to open early in 2017 and 
will be Burlington’s third 
store in Queens. Its two 
other Queens stores are 
located in Rego Park and 
Glen Oaks.

According to Burling-
ton Coat Factory’s real 
estate agency, CNS Real 
Estate, the downtown Ja-
maica site fits the criteria 
for the store. The company 
needed between 40,000 
and 70,000 square feet in a 
single- or multi-level space 
within a retail shopping 
hub as well as a 10-year 
lease with options. 

Burlington’s roots go 
back to 1924, when the 
company started as a 

wholesaler of ladies’ coats 
and junior suits. 

“Coats were the prima-
ry offering at the original 
Burlington Coat Factory, 
but over time the concept 
has evolved into a one-stop 
shopping experience,” the 
company website said.

“Burlington Coat Facto-
ry is a great complement to 
the diverse retail offerings 
in Downtown Jamaica,” 
said Hope Knight, president 
and CEO, Greater Jamaica 
Development Corporation. 
“A national department 
store brand with price 
points catering to every 
budget further establishes 
Jamaica as a one-stop shop-
ping destination..”

The new Burlington 
Coat Factory store in 

downtown Jamaica is just 
one of several new retail 
and mixed-use building 
projects planned for the 
major-transit-hub area in 
Queens. 

Current underway 
projects are The Crossing, 
a 580-unit mixed-income 
apartment complex locat-
ed at Sutphin Blvd. across 
from the subway, LIRR 
and AirTrain station, and 
the Hilton Garden Inn 
24-story hotel with over 
200 new rooms including a 
sit-down restaurant and a 
business center.   

In April, the city and 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz launched 
the Jamaica Now Action 
Plan, which outlines 21 
strategic actions for the 

revitalization and growth 
of downtown Jamaica into 
a thriving residential and 
commercial neighbor-
hood.

The action plan seeks 
to address workforce 
training and small busi-
ness support, initiating 
new mixed-use develop-
ment anchored by afford-
able housing and improv-
ing the livability of the 
neighborhood through in-
vestments in safety mea-
sures and green spaces. 
The 21 strategic actions, 16 
of which will be launched 
and implemented in the 
next three years, are cov-
ered by about $153 million 
in public funds.

Queens Fest features
Astoria’s own talent

BY BILL PARRY

The New World Queens 
Fest is set to rock Astoria 
Park on Saturday, Aug. 
29, with live performances 
from more than 30 bands 
and 30 artists featuring 
bossa nova, reggae, hip-
hop and R&B, funk, blue-
grass and Afro-Cuban. The 
festival, presented by the 
non-profit Astoria Music & 
Arts, will also bring visual 
arts, dancers, performance 
artists and interactive chil-
dren’s events to two stages 
and tents set up on the Great 
Lawn between the RFK and 
Hell Gate bridges.

“For seven years, 
AM&A has brought music, 
art, dance. theater, comedy 
and film to the Astoria com-
munity,” AM&A Director 
of Operations Doris Cellar 

said. “We will be throwing 
the greatest entertainment 
festival in Astoria.”

Nicole Mourelatos be-
came the art director and 
curator last year, having 
performed at the festival 
with Cellar in 2009. Born 
and raised in Astoria, 
Mourelatos put together a 
roster of homegrown tal-
ent.

“All of the musical acts 
are from Queens, but close 
to 90 percent are from right 
here in Astoria,” she said. 
“There is so much talent in 
Astoria and we just want 
to feature them in our own 
amazing park with its jaw-
dropping views of the East 
River and the Manhattan 
skyline.”

The New World Queens 
Fest is also pet and family 
friendly. 

A huge new Burlington Coat Factory store is set for this space on Jamaicas Avenue,  one of sev-
eral new developments in downtown Jamaica.   
 Google Maps

Astoria Music and Arts presents its 7th annual Queens Fest next 
Saturday at Astoria Park featuring live music, visual art and inter-
active children’s events. Photo courtesy Nicole Mourelatos
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of it and sent it to Koo’s of-
fice, which then reached 
out to the city Department 
of Transportation, who re-
paired it immediately, and 
the building’s owner. 

“It is critical that the 
community take an im-
mediate stand against this 
kind of hate speech wher-
ever and whenever it sur-
faces,” Koo said in a state-
ment. “We embrace our 
diversity here in Flushing 
as a strength that should be 
celebrated and nurtured, 

and we will stand vigi-
lant against racism in all 
forms.”

The building’s owner 
said the last time work had 
been done on the vandal-
ized portion of the sidewalk 
was two years ago. 

“It’s hard to believe that 
that’s been sitting there for 
two years and nobody said 
anything or nobody’s seen 
it,” Scott Sieber, Koo’s di-
rector of communications, 
said. “The 109 is looking 
into it. Maybe that’s where 
they stored their garbage 
or maybe there was a 
dumpster there or maybe it 
was covered up. If you look 
at the picture, obviously it’s 

a little worn.”
As of 9 a.m. Tuesday, a 

DOT crew from the agency’s 
Sidewalks and Inspection 
Management Division had 
buffed out the sidewalk, re-
moving the markings. 

A community center, a 
daycare center, three after-
school programs, a church 
and multiple residences are 
all within a half block of 
the location. 

Koo said the 109th Pre-
cinct was investigating the 
incident.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

munity and helped lead to 
the creation of the Anti Def-
amation League, followed a 
specious criminal trial in 
which he was convicted of 
the murder of child-laborer 
Mary Phagan, who worked 
at Frank’s pencil factory. 
The conviction is widely 
believed to have been based 
on faulty evidence and a 
lack of due process.

 After failed appeals in 
the Georgia and U.S. Su-
preme Courts, Frank en-
tered a plea to the Georgia 
State Prison Commission 
that his death sentence be 
commuted to life in prison. 
Georgia Gov. John Slaton 
granted the plea. A vigi-
lante mob of over 25 armed 
men then raided the prison 
where Frank was being 
held and abducted him.  He 
was taken more than 150 
miles outside of Atlanta 
to Marietta, where they 
lynched him. Onlookers 
took photographs beneath 
Frank’s hanging body to 
memorialize the occasion.

Frank did not have any 
children, but his extended 
descendants grew up large-
ly ignorant of his case and 
his fate. Catherine Smith-
line, Frank’s grandniece, 
only found out about his 
murder, on Aug. 17, 1915, 
 when she was 18, while her 
mother was told at the age 
of 19, after watching the 
1937 movie “They Won’t 
Forget,” which is based on 
Frank’s trial. 

“After mom found out, 
she was told never to speak 

of it again. Just mention-
ing the topic made people 
uncomfortable, there was a 
conspiracy of silence,” said 
Smithline.

Officials at the memori-
al insisted that these types 
of commemorations, small 
as they are, must help end 
such insidious silence. 

“Frank was just a Jew 
and often that’s all the 
world needs. He was not fa-
mous. When we remember 
Frank, we must remember 
all acts of injustice and 
acts of racism and bigotry,” 
said City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows).

The speakers mentioned 
the increased levels of anti-
Semitism in New York, 
in the United States and 
throughout the world. An-
ti-Semitic incidents are up 
29 percent in the first five 
months of the year in New 
York, while hate crimes in 
general are up 20 percent in 
the city, according to NYPD 
Compstat numbers.

“Despite progress made, 
anti-Semitism and bigotry 
still live. I’ve seen swas-
tikas drawn in Borough 
Park and Crown Heights,” 
city Public Advocate Leti-
tia James said.

Crowley echoed the sen-
timent.

“While our country has 
come far since that day in 
1915, we still have much 
more work to do. We must 
continue to educate others 
on the value of people’s dif-
ferences, and emphasize 
they exist so we can learn 
from one another,” City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Glendale) said.

“Leo Frank’s story is 
one of anti-Semitism and 
justice denied, stories that 
ring true even to this day 
around the globe,” said 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz. “His story 
is one that must not be for-
gotten, and memorials like 
this remind us of how far 
we’ve come and how much 
further we must go.

Continued from Page 1 

Vandalism

Continued from Page 1 

Frank

New York City Public Advocate Letitia James (l to r), City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley and City Councilman Rory 
Lancman, delivered remarks in honor of the 100th anniversary of 
the death of Leo Frank.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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Sewer line to cut back waste in NE Queens bays
BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection announced 
that a new interceptor line that 
will reduce combined sewer over-
flows into Flushing Bay, Powell’s 
Cove and Little Bay has been ac-
tivated. 

In 2012, the DEP started con-
structing a 2,100-foot-long, 6-foot-
high by 6-foot-wide sewer line 
running north from the intersec-
tion of 131st Street and 11th Av-
enue under Powell’s Cove Park in 
Whitestone to the Tallman Island 
Wastewater Treatment Plant in 
College Point.

The project, which cost $30 
million, is expected to reduce 
combined sewer overflows—
when a diluted mixture of rain-
water, human waste and sewage 
is released into local waterways 
once the sewer reaches capacity—
into local waterways by nearly 140 
million gallons each year.

“The completion of this new 
interceptor sewer line will result 
in cleaner and healthier water in 
Flushing Bay, Powell’s Cove and 

Little Bay,” DEP Commissioner 
Emily Lloyd said in a statement. 
“We are also pleased to have been 

able to add wetlands and improve 
Powell’s Cove Park for the enjoy-
ment of local residents.”

On a dry-weather day, the 
treatment plant receives, cleans 
and disinfects about 55 million 
gallons of wastewater.

James Cervino, CB 7’s environ-
mental chairman and president 
of the College Point Transfer Sta-
tion Advisory Board, commended 
the DEP’s treatment plant, noting 
that it lowers the nitrogen, phos-
phorous and ammonia levels in 
the plant. 

But he said the sewer line 
would help lower the amount of 
nutrients and raw sewage getting 
into Flushing Bay.

“When it rains, now raw stuff 
is going to go out into the bay,” 
Cervino said. “It’s going to cap-
ture it. It’s going to hold it.”

Before excavation and con-
struction of the sewer line began, 
a diversion chamber was con-
structed under the intersection 
of 131st Street and 11th Avenue, 
which directs wastewater into 
the new interceptor sewer line.  

The existing section of sewer 
running under 11th Avenue be-
tween 130th and 131st streets was 
then disconnected, and a valve 

was opened to allow the flow to 
run north from 131st Street and 
11th Avenue into the new sewer. 

The DEC also enlarged outlets 
and raised a weir—a low bar or 
dam built across a river—at 11th 
Avenue and 138th Street, 7th Av-
enue and 144th Street and 15th 
Drive and Willets Point Boule-
vard, key regulators within the 
existing drainage system, to al-
low for more wastewater to flow 
toward the new interceptor.

DEP worked with the city 
Parks Department and the Pub-
lic Design Commission to restore 
Powell’s Cove Park. About 700 new 
trees and shrubs were planted, 
1.3 million acres of tidal wetlands 
were enhanced and a quarter-
acre of new wetland was added. 
They also replanted three acres 
of grass and wildflowers, added a 
new split rail fence and removed a 
dilapidated wooden pier.

Reach reporter Madina Toure 
by e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

A new sewer line will reduce the amount of waste going into Flushing Bay. 
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University prepared the 
lanterns from reused ma-
terials and decorated them 
with messages based on re-
flections on a healthy and 
peaceful planet.

While some of the lan-
terns were made of tradi-
tional rice paper, many 
were made from plastics 
that would have gone to a 
landfill or required energy 
to recycle. The “glimmers 
of hope” drifted towards 
the United Nations across 
the East River.

“Japanese families seek 
reconciliation with their 
ancestors in the Obon sea-
son and give an accounting 
of their lives to the spirits 
they believe have returned,” 
HarborLab Founder Erik 
Baard said. “HarborLab 
has a purely secular focus 
on science, but we respect 
that spiritual traditions 
bind together and ethically 
inform many of the com-
munities we serve. Engag-
ing faith congregations in 
environmental action will 
be vital to future efforts, 

from habitat protection to 
C02 reduction.”

Since the atomic bomb-
ings in Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki, Obon festivals have 
become a call for peace. Af-
ter the Sept. 11 terrorist at-
tacks, the Interfaith Center 
of New York and the Bud-
dhist Council of New York 
used Obon in its yearly ob-
servance on the waters of 
the Hudson River.

HarborLab adapted the 
tradition, recognizing that 
peace and environmental 
healing are intertwined. 
Baard is planning to pro-
duce the ceremony every 
summer with more youth 
involvement, decorating 
the lanterns at community 
centers months in advance 
instead of the day of the 
event. HarborLab will also 
invite special event spon-
sors and partner with Japa-
nese and artistic founda-
tions and groups.

“As EcoBon grows, we’ll 
invite scientists and cler-
ics through research labs 
and the Interfaith Center 
of New York to speak about 
how we can account for our 
lives on this planet,” Baard 
said.

Continued from Page 1 

Ecobon
Department’s 2015-16 list 
of persistently dangerous 
schools.

The list, based on vio-
lent and disruptive inci-
dent reports from the prior 
school year, included three 
Queens schools last year, 
one of which was  PS 111. 
No specific crime data on 
the city DOE District 30 
school was available, but 
it is located within a few 
blocks of the city Housing 
Authority’s Queensbridge 
and Ravenswood housing 
developments.

About 92 percent of 
students at the school at 
37-15 13th St/ agreed that 
students get into physical 
fights at least some of the 
time, according to the 2014-
15 school survey results. 
About 37 percent anony-
mously reported gang ac-
tivity at the school at least 
some of the time, accord-
ing to the report.

 Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña said swift action 
was taken at the PS 111 
this spring, when four 

teachers and an aide were 
removed from the school 
for allowing the fight club 
to take place, replaced by 
substitutes along with new 
“school safety staff.” Some 
small children were beat-
en by eighth-grade girls 
for refusing to fight.

PS 111, also known as 
the Jacob Blackwell School, 
which serves kindergar-
teners through fifth-grad-
ers, is operating at about 
72 percent of its enrollment 
capacity, whereas Voice 
Charter School of New 
York, co-located within the 
same building, is at over 
200 percent of its capacity, 
according to city data.

PS 111 is the only 
Queens school remaining 

on the dangerous school 
list, while the number of 
schools placed on the list 
by the state Education De-
partment dropped from 39 
last year to 27 this year.

As required by the 
state, every school on the 
list must submit an Inci-
dent Reduction Plan to the 
SED by mid-September. 
The city DOE’s borough 
safety directors will work 
with new managers from 
the agency’s Borough Field 
Support Centers to conduct 
assessments of each school 
with monthly visits and 
implement strategies and 
programs accordingly, ac-
cording to the DOE.

 “We are building on 
the strong work of the 

last administration to en-
sure this positive trend of 
decreased suspensions—
in partnership with de-
creased crime and inci-
dents—continues,” Fariña 
said in a statement. “I and 
my deputy chancellors vis-
ited many of the schools 
on the list last year, and I 
pledge to do the same this 
year to ensure the climate 
at each of these schools 
improves and that every 
student is in a safe and 
challenging learning en-
vironment.”

There was a 25 percent 
reduction in major crime 
and 29 percent reduction in 
all crime in city schools be-
tween the 2011-12 and 2014-
15 school years, according 
to the Mayor’s Leadership 
Team on School Climate 
and Discipline.

For families concerned 
about students attending 
one of the SED’s persistent-
ly dangerous schools like 
Jacob Blackwell, the feder-
al No Child Left Behind Act 
allows families the option 
of transferring their chil-
dren to another school with 
available seats.

Continued from Page 1 

School

P.S. 111 in Long Island City was labeled as dangerous by the state 
Education Department for the second year in a row. Google
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