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BY GABRIEL ROM

Woodhaven Boulevard is a 
dangerous and congested mess. 
That much, transit advocates, city 
politicians, transit officials, and 
local community members can 
all agree on—but not much else. 
From the very name of the pro-
posed $200 million redesign to the 
proposal’s effect on pedestrians, 
businesses and traffic, consensus 
is hard to come by. 

The MTA contends the Select 
Bus Service route will provide 
more reliable service for 30,000 
daily riders with an anticipated 
travel time savings of 25-35 per-
cent and will especially benefit 
low-income citizens along the 
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BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) welcomed 
Chen Guanming, who is 
known as “the Olympic 
Rickshaw Rider,” to the 
steps of Flushing Library 
last weekend. 

Inspired by the 2008 

Beijing Olympics, Chen, 
60, of the Jiangsu Province 
in China, started cycling, 
pushing and pulling his 
rickshaw around the world 
as a way of spreaing the 
Olympic message of inter-
national harmony.

He traveled through 
Asia and Europe in time to 

arrive at the 2012 Olympic 
Games in London.  

Supported by dozens 
of Guanming fans on the 
library steps at 41-17 Main 
St., Koo gave Chen a certifi-
cate in honor of his dedi-
cation and commitment 
to promoting global peace 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Queens elected officials, legal 
service providers and affected 
borough homeowners called on 
banks to start offering federally 
mandated loan modifications and 
stop delaying foreclosure negotia-
tions.

Speaking outside the Queens 
Civil Supreme Court in Jamaica 
Aug. 19, Council members Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St.Albans) and Dan 
Garodnick (D-Manhattan) said 
banks in New York routinely drag 
out the settlement conference 
process and flout state law by ap-
pearing at settlement conferences 
without the required authority to 
approve a loan modification that 

BY BILL PARRY

The city Economic Development Corp. is 
studying two locations for a new ferry landing in 
Long Island City; just north of Anable Basin off 
44th Drive and the small plaza near the northeast 
corner of Gantry Plaza State Park. The EDC will 

City eyes ferry landing 
at Gantry Plaza Park

Banks delay 
home loan 

modifi cations

Woodhaven plan divides residents
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Rickshaw rider visits Flushing

Select Bus lane 
worries drivers

The food booths at the annual Chhaya CDC South Asian festival in Jackson Heights did a brisk business in basa-
mati rice dishes, fried and whole chick peas, chips, watermelon and lime toppings.  Photo by Michael Shain

WORLD CUISINE  

Chen Guanming, who has been riding his 
rickshaw around the world, received a 
certificate from City Councilman Peter 
Koo.  Photo by Madina Toure
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2 City passes on appeal 

of Willets Pt. decision
BY MADINA TOURE

The $3 billion Willets 
Point project is in limbo 
after the city announced it 
would not appeal a recent 
appellate court ruling re-
quiring state legislative 
approval before a proposed 
megamall could move for-
ward. At issue is the ab-
sence of affordable hous-
ing in the first phase of the 
multi-use development.  

In February 2014, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), along with the City 
Club of New York, Queens 
Civic Congress, members 
of Willets Point United and 
nearby residents and busi-
ness owners, filed a lawsuit 
against the transfer of 47 
acres of Queens parkland, 
worth about $1 billion, 
to build the Willets West 
mega-mall near Citi Field.

In July, the Appellate Di-
vision ruled that the devel-
opment could not continue 
without approval from the 
Legislature because it in-
volves city parkland.

After the project’s devel-
oper, Queens Development 
Group, filed its appeal Aug. 
19, the city declined to join 
the action. A spokesman 
for Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said the housing would be 
hard to deliver and would 
not happen in a reasonable 
time frame.

Work on the affordable 
housing component is now 
scheduled to start in 2025, 
well past the dates envi-
sioned when the project 
was first proposed.

“We really want to see 
significant improvements 
that would mean that the 
public would also see a 
healthy mix of affordable 
and market rate housing, 
delivered on a real time 
frame,” Deputy Mayor for 
Housing and Economic De-
velopment Alicia Glen said 
in a statement. 

Avella, one of two City 
Council members who 
voted against the plan in 
2008, had publicly called on 
de Blasio to re-evaluate the 
plan and said he was “sur-

prised” by the administra-
tion’s continued support of 
the project. 

“They’re trying to re-
negotiate at this point, but 
that’s just speculation and 
I haven’t talked directly to 
the administration,” Avella 
said.

In 2008, the City Coun-
cil voted 45-2 in favor of 
the plan, with Avella, who 
was on the City Council at 
the time, and former City 
Councilman Charles Bar-
ron (D-Brooklyn) dissent-
ing over concerns about 
possible use of eminent do-
main. 

The plan, which ex-
panded from 62 acres to 
108.9 acres, includes the 
megamall, which was not 
initially part of the plan, 
mixed-income housing, a 
hotel, community facilities 
and a convention center.

Avella said the city ne-
glected the area for decades 
and that people, including 
family-owned businesses, 
were told to leave the area 
so the city could remediate 
it. 

“This plan has gone 
through so many amend-
ments, it’s just absurd,” 
Avella said. “It only points 
out that this was not prop-
erly planned from the be-
ginning.” 

Arturo Olaya, president 
of the Willets Point Defense 
Committee, said most of the 
people in Willets Point are 
working on the street.

He also expressed frus-

trations about an agree-
ment brokered by the Sun-
rise Cooperative and City 
Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst), 
who voted for the plan, 
in which the city would 
give the group $5.8 million 
to move, noting that the 
group’s space in the South 
Bronx has not been con-
structed yet. 

“If they started from 
the beginning doing a good 
relocation for us and doing 
things right, for sure, the 
project won’t be like this,” 
Olaya said.

Richard Hellenbrecht, 
vice president of the Queens 
Civic Congress, said the 
megamall project is in 
limbo, noting that the city 
should negotiate with the 
developer or someone else 
to ensure that parkland is 
not used and that there is 
sufficient affordable hous-
ing.

But he believes de Blasio 
is merely trying to meet his 
affordable housing goals 
and that former Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s inten-
tion was not to push poor 
people out of the area.

The megamall created 
the problems, he said. 

“As a developer came 
along and negotiations 
came along, they really 
tried to come up with a com-
bination of affordable hous-
ing, education, commercial 
and everything else that 
went into that site,” Hellen-
brecht said.

The city is concerned about the housing portion of the Willets 
Point Development Plan. Photo by Madina Toure
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3East Elmhurst shelter opens  for families
BY BILL PARRY

Faced with a spike in the 
city’s homeless population 
this summer, the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services 
declared the former Clari-
on Hotel in East Elmhurst 
an emergency shelter. More 
than 40 homeless families 
began moving into the city’s 
first new shelter to open in 
2015, directly across the 
Grand Central Parkway at 
94-00 Ditmars Ave.

After initially denying 
an interest in the 169-unit 
hotel in June, DHS reversed 
course after “a summer up-
tick.”

“We have seen a 20 per-
cent increase of families 
at shelter intake centers 
this June, and these in-
creases have maxed our 
system,” Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s spokeswoman Ishanee 
Parikh said. “We need to 
ensure we have enough 
space to house families in 
need, and we’re working 
closely with the communi-
ty, local clergy and elected 

officials to ensure a smooth 
transition.”

DHS adopted the proto-
col of notifying the public 
at least seven days prior to 
opening a new shelter after 
last summer’s tumultuous 
events at the Pan American 
hotel in Elmhurst, which 

saw three racially charged 
rallies. State Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
attended the meeting last 
week at the First Baptist 
Church and came away an-
gered by the process.

“Here we go again, an-
other permanent home-

less shelter coming into 
my district,” Peralta said. 
“The real kicker here 
is the so-called use of 
their emergency author-
ity ,which is cover for just 
bringing a homeless shel-
ter into the community 
without any community 

input. My constituents 
are very understanding 
of the necessity of the 
city’s obligation to house 
the homeless, as well as 
understand(ing)  that any-
one is a paycheck away 
from being homeless. But 
the fact that the city seeks 
input after the fact is noth-
ing but a Bloomberg or 
Giuliani tactic of shoving 
a homeless shelter down a 
community’s throat.”

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), who lives just 
blocks away, found the com-
munity to be sympathetic to 
the new residents. But she 
would like to see the city 
channel more resources 
into the area.

“I have made it clear to 
the mayor’s office that we 
need better bus service, 
improved public spaces 
and business services, and 
the shelter needs social ser-
vices like after-school pro-
gramming and job-seeking 
assistance,” Ferreras said. 
“I have been clear that we 

can be sympathetic to those 
who are going through 
hardship and welcome 
them to our churches and 
schools, but not without ad-
equate support.”

DHS will work to ensure 
families have adequate 
transportation to and from 
their appointments and 
schools, while service pro-
vider CAMBA will bring 
on-site social and rehous-
ing services.

Meals will be provided 
at the shelter because the 
units, like those in the shel-
ter at the Pan American, 
lack kitchens, which goes 
against city and state laws. 
In both cases DHS says 
kitchens are not required 
in “emergency shelters.”

DHS will develop and 
implement a robust secu-
rity plan—through con-
sultation with the NYPD 
and community affairs—to 
ensure the safety of shelter 
residents and the commu-
nity, officials say.

Catering trucks bring prepared meals to The Landing, the new emergency shelter for homeless fami-
lies, which does not have kitchens in each room. Photo by Bill Parry

Guatemalan immigrant from Astoria fi ghts deportation
BY MADINA TOURE

A former Astoria resi-
dent is involved in a class 
action lawsuit against the 
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement in an at-
tempt to reverse his depor-
tation to Guatemala.

Gabriel Maldonado 
Vasquez, 27, lived in Astoria 
before being deported April 
8, according to the lawsuit 
filed by the Wang law office 
in Flushing May 13.

He was a cook for more 
than 10 years, accord-
ing to his wife, Samantha 
Vasquez, 24, who has been 
married to Gabriel for six 
years and is living in As-
toria. He had worked at the 
Peacefood Café in Manhat-
tan in 2014 for about a year, 
she said.

She said her husband is 
renting a room in Antigua, 
Guatemala and is “severely 

depressed,” having been 
robbed twice. 

“He’s trying to come 
back,” Samantha Vasquez 
said. “He’s a good person. 
He deserves better.”

He received his GED on 
Rikers Island in 2004 and at 
the beginning of April, sub-

mitted his application for 
Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals, or DACA, 
which defers deportation 
action  for certain people 
who came to the United 
States as children, for a 
two-year period, according 
to the lawsuit. 

But he was told that 
he would be ineligible for 
DACA because he was con-
victed of two crimes consid-
ered to be crimes of moral 
turpitude, or crimes that 
are considered morally 
wrong. The classification 
can prevent an individual 
from obtaining a visa or 
green card. 

He was denied a stay 
of removal—a temporary 
postponement of deporta-
tion— despite the fact that 
the moral turpitude argu-
ment was reversed.  

The lawsuit was filed 
against Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Jeh John-
son, U.S. Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch, ICE Direc-
tor Sarah Saldaña and the 
field office directors of ICE 
New York, San Antonio and 
Washington. 

Homeland Security and 
Justice Department spokes-

women declined to com-
ment on the case.

C.J. Wang, an attorney 
with the Wang firm, said 
they are awaiting a decision 
on whether to postpone de-
portation for the plaintiffs 
 after a hearing on July 28 
in the Southern District of 
New York. 

“The class action law-
suit is against the U.S. gov-
ernment, specifically ICE, 
for their actions dealing 
with detainees in their cus-
tody and their violations of 
these detainees’ constitu-
tional rights while they’ve 
been in their custody,” 
Wang said.

In November, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio signed into 
law two bills that notably 
reduce the city’s coopera-
tion with ICE deportations.

The new laws require 
immigration officials to 
show a judicial warrant be-

fore the city can hold an im-
migrant in custody, unless 
the person poses a public 
safety risk.   

Vasquez had lived in the 
United States since 1993, ac-
cording to the lawsuit. He 
entered the country when 
he was 6 years old with his 
mother. Both had tourist 
visas. 

As a juvenile, he hit his 
mother’s boyfriend after he 
beat her, but the boyfriend 
called the police on him, re-
sulting in his arrest for as-
sault, according to Wang.

He was also charged 
with trying to enter the 
Junction Boulevard sub-
way station on June 30, 
2005, without paying the 
fare by walking through 
an exit gate, according to a 
complaint filed by Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown. 

Gabriel Vasquez and his wife, Samantha Vasquez, pose together. 
Photo Courtesy of Samantha Vasquez

Dubbed The Landing, former Clarion Hotel near LaGuardia is now accepting homeless residents
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Woodhaven’s ambulance 
future remains in doubt

BY GABRIEL ROM

The Woodhaven-Rich-
mond Hill Ambulance 
Corps is running out of op-
tions. 

In 2013 the group, a com-
munity stalwart for over 50 
years, was forced to vacate 
its headquarters due to a 
neighboring building’s col-
lapsed roof. That building’s 
roof has not been repaired, 
and as a result, the ambu-
lance corps remains with-
out a home to call its own.

At August’s Woodhaven 
Residents’ Block Associa-
tion monthly meeting, state 
Assemblyman Mike Miller 
(D-Woodhaven) insisted 
that if repairs are not soon 
made to the adjacent build-
ing and to the corps’ head-
quarters by November, the 
building will lose its insur-
ance.

In April 2013, a rain-
storm caused the roof to col-
lapse at 78-19 Jamaica Ave., 
which is owned by George 
Kochabe. A snowstorm that 

winter caused the collapse 
of a wall shared by the two 
buildings. The ambulance 
corps building cannot be 
repaired until the building 
next door is fixed.

As a result of the disre-
pair, the main tenant of the 
building, the Woodhaven-
Richmond Hill Senior Cen-
ter, was forced to vacate 
the building, leaving the 
ambulance corps without 
one of its primary sources 
of revenue —  some $2,500 a 
month in rental income. 

Earlier this year, the 
ambulance corps indicated 
that, after a Queens Su-
preme Court judge granted 
another construction exten-
sion to Kochabe, the owner 
of the building next door, 
they would likely have to 
cease operating.

As the building’s qual-
ity rapidly declines and 
legal extensions continue 
to be granted to Kochabe, 
time for the corps is run-
ning out.

Nevertheless, at the 

block association meeting, 
community leaders said 
they would continue to try 
and find a solution with the 
ambulance corps.

“We need input from the 
ambulance corps. If you 
have people who are will-
ing to help you, you have to 
stay in constant communi-
cation, you can’t let weeks, 
months, go by without com-
municating,” said Martin 
Colberg, the association 
president.

The WRBA has filed a 
$13 million lawsuit against 
Kochabe for lost revneues.

“We need to reopen the 
lines of communication 
with everyone so we can get 
the ball rolling again. It’s 
the only way we’re going 
to get this resolved,” added 
Colberg.

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Kathy Sexton Dalbery, president of the Woodhaven-Richmond Hill Volunteer Ambulance Corps, speaks 
during a previous rally.
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First affordable homes heading to Far Rock
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
borough elected officials broke 
ground last week on the first af-
fordable housing project under 
the city’s new housing program at 
the Beach Channel Senior Apart-
ments in Far Rockaway. 

The project, which is being 
developed by Arker Company, is 
a seven-story, mixed-use develop-
ment that will be 100 percent af-
fordable, providing apartments 
for 154 low-income seniors, in-
cluding 46 for formerly homeless 
seniors.  Located at 34-11 Beach 
Channel Drive, the building is 
due to be completed in 2017. 

Beach Channel is the first 
project to break ground under 
the city’s new $350 million pro-
gram to finance affordable hous-
ing for low-income seniors.  It was 
recently launched as part of the 
city’s Housing New York plan. 

“Our seniors helped build our 
neighborhoods through thick and 
thin, and we are fighting to make 
sure they can stay in the commu-
nities they love,” de Blasio said at 
the Aug. 20 event. “Beach Chan-

nel is the first of many projects 
we’re undertaking to build and 
protect affordable homes for our 
seniors.”

The Senior Affordable Rental 
Apartments program will the 
Beach Channel project to serve 
seniors with little to no income 

who earn less than $36,300 per 
year. 

“Seniors represent one of the 
fastest-growing populations in 

city and we must ensure that 
older New Yorkers can continue 
to live in the neighborhoods 
they helped build,” City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito 
(D-Manhattan) said. 

Senior services will be provid-
ed to residents of the development 
by the Northeast Brooklyn Hous-
ing Development Corporation, 
which will offer short-term sup-
portive counseling, health and 
personal care referrals, meals 
and supplemental food, and more 
intensive services and referrals 
as needed. 

“We can’t allow the very in-
dividuals who have built the 
very foundation of this commu-
nity that we stand on today to be 
pushed aside and pushed out of 
this community and city,” Coun-
cilman Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton) said.

Located in Far Rockaway be-
tween the Atlantic Ocean and Ja-
maica Bay, the project is designed 
to address storm-related flooding 
in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy and incorporate the Enter-
prise Green Communities build-
ing standards. 

The mayor mans a shovel at the groundbreaking for the Beach Channel Senior Apartments in the Rockaways. In addition 
to the 154 units of senior housing, there will be 46 units for the homeless.  Courtesy of Mayor’s Office/Ed Reed
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River review in works 
Proposals to revamp Flushing waterfront due this fall

Verizon workers rally 
at Bayside offi ce site

BY MADINA TOURE

The Department of City 
Planning said it will re-
lease preliminary recom-
mendations this fall for 
a project to revitalize the 
Flushing waterfront and 
bring affordable housing 
to the area. 

In 2011, the Flushing-
Willets Point-Corona Lo-
cal Development Corpora-
tion got a $1.5 million state 
Brownfield Opportunity 
Grant to finance its Flush-
ing Riverfront Project, 
which would clean up and 
rezone 60 acres on the 
Flushing waterfront. The 
project would create a 
planned community with 
waterfront access and 
housing and commercial 
space. 

City Planning decided 
to integrate the corpora-
tion’s project with its study 
of Flushing West, part of 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 10-
year affordable housing 
plan. 

The agency plans to 
conduct outreach events 
in September, make some 
recommendations in Octo-
ber and start the environ-
mental review process in 
November. 

The review process 
would entail looking at a 
variety of environmental 
issues, including noise, air 
quality and the potential 
for any hazardous materi-
als in the areas the agency 
rezones. 

“We would have to as-

sess on a whole variety of 
issues the land-use chang-
es and how they would 
create a different set of 
outcomes than what the 
current zoning would pro-
duce and evaluate that in-
cremental change as part 
of the need for additional 
transportation or tran-
sit activity,” John Young, 
director of the City Plan-
ning’s Queens office, said. 

The study area, which 
covers 32 acres, runs from 
Prince Street to Flush-
ing Creek on the west, 
Roosevelt Avenue on the 
south and Northern Boule-
vard on the north. 

Three-quarters of the 
study area is zoned C4-2 
for a commercial and resi-
dential zone. The northern 

part of the study has M1-1 
zoning, or light manu-
facturing. The northern 
part along the waterfront 
is zoned M3-1, or heavier 
manufacturing.  

The most recent town 
hall on the project, held 
Aug. 20 at the Flushing 
YMCA at 138-46 Northern 
Blvd., consisted of round-
table discussions on open 
space in parks, transpor-
tation, affordable hous-
ing, land use in the public 
realm and concerns about 
the water quality of Flush-
ing Creek.

“I think we got some 
really interesting ideas 
about improving wayfind-
ing between downtown 
and Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park,”  Young ex-

plained. 
City Councilman Peter 

Koo (D-Flushing) is meet-
ing with City Planning in 
the next couple of weeks to 
discuss community feed-
back and the agency’s next 
steps.  

He said community in-
sight is crucial given the 
project’s size. 

“We worry about trans-
portation, schools and gar-
bage pickup when there 
are so many people in the 
area, and infrastructure.” 
Koo said. “We are con-
cerned about all of those 
things. Eventually I think 
it’s good for the communi-
ty if we develop Flushing 
West.”

BY TOM MOMBERG

More than 200 Verizon 
workers rallied outside 
Verizon Wireless’ Bayside 
offices to demand that the 
company start negotiat-
ing new contracts for its 
employees, represented lo-
cally by Communications 
Workers of America, after 
the contract covering 39,000 
workers in nine states ex-
pired Aug. 2.

The workers’ Aug. 20 
demonstration, organized 
by CWA Local 1106 in 
Queens, gained the support 
of many of the borough’s 
lawmakers, including state 
Assemblywoman Nily Roz-
ic (D-Fresh Meadows), state 
Sens. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) and Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing), and Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village).

Gianaris said because 
income inequality is on 
the rise, it is important for 
elected representatives to 
get involved in workers’ 
concerns.

“These fine people are 
working without a con-
tract right now,” Gianaris 

said. “And when you hear 
about the demands Veri-
zon is making on them, you 
would think they would be 
rewarding them with more 
benefits so they can care for 
their families and instead 
the executives are making 
money hand over fist and 
are trying to squeeze the 
workers for even more.”

CWA, negotiating with 
Verizon alongside the In-
ternational Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, con-
tends the company also 
wishes to cut jobs and 
freeze workers’ benefit pen-
sions or eliminate 401k ben-
efit matching.

“We respect the rights 
of our employees to hold 
rallies, but we truly believe 
the best way to achieve a 
new contract is not at a 
(street) rally, but through 
serious and meaningful 
negotiations,” Verizon 
Northeast Bureau spokes-
man John Bonomo said in 
a statement. “We’ve had 
discussions with union 
leaders from both the CWA 
and IBEW this week and we 
stand ready to meet with 
them again,” 

City Planning says it will have recommendations ready for the Flushing riverfront project in 
September.

Workers affiliated with CWA Local 1106 in Queens picket outside 
the Bayside offices of Verizon Wireless to demand fair contract 
negotiations. Photo by Tom Momberg
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We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
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We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
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Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
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HOUSE
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MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!
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SAME DAY  
SERVICE  
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SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

Roof replacement now 
under way at NYCHA

BY BILL PARRY

The Queensbridge 
Houses in Long Island City 
will be first in line for new 
rooftops as part of the city’s 
$300 million project to im-
prove the quality of life at 
New York City Housing Au-
thority developments over 
the next three years. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
went to Queensbridge Mon-
day and announced that $87 
million had been allocated 
for the campus, the largest 
housing development in the 
nation.

“Having a roof over your 
head isn’t good enough if it 
leaks all the time,” de Bla-
sio said. “NextGeneration 
NYCHA goes beyond fix-
ing what’s broken and lays 
the groundwork to make 
NYCHA physically and 
economically healthy for 
generations to come.”

Leaky roofs are the main 
cause of water and moisture 
entering a building, and 
the accumulated moisture 
contributes to mold, leaks 
and physical damage to the 
building structure. NYCHA 
will replace the roofs on 26 
buildings at Queensbridge, 
repair exterior brickwork 
and replace window sills

The city will invest $60 
million and the federal gov-
ernment will add $27 mil-
lion towards the construc-
tion, which is expected to 
be completed in 2017.

“When it is fully com-
pleted, this renovation 
will put an end to leaks, 
water damage and mold,” 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) said. “NYCHA 
residents will no longer 
have to worry that their be-
longings will be destroyed 
or their health put in jeop-
ardy.”

Maloney and de Blasio 
were joined by state Assem-
blywoman Catherine No-
lan (D-Ridgewood) whose 
family has deep ties to the 
community. 

“My grandmother’s 
family moved into Queens-
bridge shortly after it 
opened in 1939,” Nolan said. 
“Since then thousands of 

families have benefited 
from affordable housing. 
The residents of Queens-
bridge deserve to live in a 
safe, healthy environment. 
Repairing and improving 
these roofs is much need-
ed.”

The project was rolled 
out for the media on a court-
yard basketball court and 
many residents cheered 
when the mayor blamed the 
leaks for ruining furniture, 
knocking out electricity 
and creating health chal-
lenges, such as asthma, 
from the mold and mildew.

 “It can’t go on any lon-
ger,” de Blasio said. “That 
is the plan:  Fix the roofs 
once and for all, so people 
don’t have to live this way.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) has heard 
constant complaints during 
his 15 years representing 
the community in the state 
Assembly and Senate. 

“Queensbridge resi-
dents have waited too long 
for simple repairs that will 
create a healthier and safer 
environment,” he said. 
“These new repairs will 

improve living conditions 
and better the quality of 
life for thousands of our 
neighbors.”

The mayor also defend-
ed his plan to build afford-
able housing, along with 
some market-rate housing, 
in open spaces at NYCHA 
properties. Critics say that 
the project, known as “in-
fill,” would rob residents of 
green space, playgrounds 
and parking.

“Well, I disagree with 
that,” de Blasio said. “We’ll 
make sure that people have 
the same amenities.”

He also said revenue 
from the market-rate hous-
ing would go toward NY-
CHA’s $17 billion in capital 
needs citywide.

“I’ve spent a lot of time 
in my public life working 
with public housing resi-
dents,” de Blasio said. “If 
you say to people, here is a 
way to fix elevators, to cre-
ate a security system——
and create jobs for residents 
of that development, people 
will understand that that’s 
a good deal for them.”  

Mayor Bill de Blasio announces that an $87 million roof replace-
ment project has begun at the Queensbridge Houses. 

Photo by Bill Parry



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
AU

G. 
30

, 2
01

5
8

can keep a family in their 
home.

After the recent mort-
gage crisis, the federal 
government intervened 
and initiated the Home Af-
fordable Modification Pro-
gram, which requires most 
major banks and mortgage 
services to provide eligible 
homeowners with loan 
modifications. 

“Banks played a sub-
stantial role in creating the 
foreclosure crisis and must 
act responsibly to help com-
munities recover,” said 
Lancman. 

Queens, which has the 
highest foreclosure rate in 
the five boroughs, current-
ly has 10,000 homes in fore-
closure, or one out of every 
79 homes, according to the 
City Council Committee on 
Economic Development and 
Community Development. 

Miller said southeast 
Queens had over 9,000 
homes going into foreclo-
sure from April 2013 to May 

2015. 
“To learn that city prop-

erty owners may endure a 
settlement process that can 
last upwards of two years 
is unconscionable and this 
practice must stop,” Miller 
said. 

State law requires a 
settlement conference to be 
held between the homeown-
er and the lender within 60 
days of the initial foreclo-
sure filing. Both parties 
are required to negotiate 
in good faith to reach a 
settlement. However, lend-
ers routinely flout this law 
by sending employees who 
do not have the required 
documentation or who are 
not authorized to negotiate, 
Lancman said. 

“There are real hu-
man consequences here, 
and banks should do much 
more to help New Yorkers 
avoid foreclosure and stay 
in their homes,” Garodnick 
said. 

For Maria Patronas, an 
Astoria resident, the issue 
of the bank not being forth-
coming during loan modifi-
cation negotiations became 
all too real. 

Patronas began falling 
behind on mortgage pay-
ments to Wells Fargo after 
repairing her home follow-
ing Hurricane Sandy. She 
tried to obtain a modifica-
tion, but was denied and 
then Wells Fargo filed a 
foreclosure action in De-
cember 2013. 

“They came to my house 
and started taking mea-
surements,” Patronas, a 
single mother, said. “They 
were ready to put me and 
my children on the street.” 

Patronas looked for help 
with Queens Legal Services 
and two years later she was 
approved for a permanent 
loan modification.

Jacob Inwald, director 
of Foreclosure Prevention 
at Legal Services NYC, said 
despite reports of recover-
ing real estate markets, 
New York remains mired 
in a foreclosure crisis dis-
proportionately affecting 
low- and moderate-income 
communities of color, with 
foreclosure cases compris-
ing nearly one-third of the 
state’s Supreme Court civil 
dockets across the state.

Woodhaven corridor who 
have been plagued with 
slow buses for years. SBS, 
which will support Mayor  
Bill de Blasio’s Vision Zero 
and OneNYC programs, 
has been presented by ad-
vocates as a comprehensive 
program that will help not 
only bus riders but drivers, 
pedestrians and all street 
users.

“I often rely on buses, 
but I’m tired of their unreli-
ability and how overcrowd-
ed they’ve become,” said 
Jeanne Majors, a Jamaica 
resident and member of the 
Riders Alliance advocacy 
group.

“I want reliable service 
and Select Bus Service can 
provide that.” 

Skeptics, however, ques-
tion whether SBS’s ben-
efits justify its drawbacks, 
which they say are many. 

“In general, the people 
who are skeptical are those 
who will have to live with 
the new lanes in the com-
munity. They are looking 

at how this will affect their 
investments, their proper-
ties, their lives,” said Ed 
Wendell, a board member at 
the Woodhaven Residents’ 
Block Association “It’s all a 
matter of perspective.” 

Jim Cocovillo, chairman 
of CB5’s Public Safety Com-
mittee, looks to the streets 
in Woodhaven that have 
been changed to one-way 
and he sees a warning sign 
for the area’s businesses. 

“These businesses are 
having a tough enough 
time and now you want to 
restrict access to Jamai-
ca Avenue? Eliminating 
lefthand turns and access 
to Jamaica Avenue is a ma-
jor concern,” he said. 

SBS advocates respond 
that hard data should al-
lay such fears. “It’s a fair 
observation in the short 
term,” said Toby Sheppard 
Bloch, a Glendale resident 
who has attended numer-
ous SBS workshops, “but 
drivers adapt quickly, es-
pecially if you look at other 
traffic calming projects in 
the city.”

 According to a DOT 
report, after the installa-
tion of Select bus Service 

on Fordham Road in the 
Bronx, businesses along 
the route saw a 73 percent 
increase in retail sales. 

While three separate 
design concepts for SBS 
are on the table, all include 
a dedicated bus lane for 
Woodhaven Boulevard, and 
that worries many drivers 
in the community.

“The dedicated bus lane 
is going to create more con-
gestion. That’s the bottom 
line. If you have a clogged 
artery, making the artery 
smaller won’t help,” said 
Kenichi Wilson, head of 
CB9’s Transportation Com-
mittee.

On Monday a group of 
elected officials took a bus 
along the proposed SBS 
route and discussed their 
concerns with transit offi-
cials. 

“We need to make sure 
we get this right because 
long after the MTA and 
these advocacy organiza-
tions leave, we will be here 
living with the consequenc-
es. We’re being heard, and 
as long as we have that kind 
of dialogue, I’m optimistic,” 
said state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach).

Continued from Page 1 

Foreclosure

Continued from Page 1 

Bus lanes
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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Astoria strongman bending steel for his morale
BY TOM MOMBERG

In the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, audiences 
from around the country 
were wowed by the feats 
of strength exhibited by 
men who were part of an 
old-time tradition. Called 
strongmen, they were a ma-
jor attraction at places such 
as Coney Island less than 
100 years ago.

Today, the traditional 
exhibition of men bending 
steel or ripping decks of 
cards in half is a rare pag-
eant, but Queens is home 
to one of the men trying 
to revive the vaudeville 
era sport: Chris “Wonder” 
Schoeck, 47, of Astoria.

A conversation with 
the Douglaston native and 
personal trainer can easily 
give away expose his social 
anxiety, which brings to 
question how he has been 
able to exhibit his strength 
in front of a crowd.

TimesLedger’s Q-Guide 
featured Schoeck in 2013 

when “Bending Steel,” a 
feature-length documen-
tary on him and his new-
found sport was screened at 
the Tribeca Film Festival. 

The film, directed by 
Dave Carroll, illustrated 
how Schoeck’s training 

and taking his exhibi-
tory strength to audiences 
helped him overcome not 
only his fear of public per-
formances, but also enabled 
him to master challenges in 
every corner of his life.

Besides Schoeck’s fear of 

crowds, “of course, there 
is also the fear of possible 
failure,” he said. 

“And then finally, after 
I was pretty sure I wasn’t 
going to fail at what I was 
doing, I was wondering if 
someone in the audience 
was going to try (and show 
me up),” he said in an in-
terview. “So, really, there 
was always an underlying 
confidence problem for 
me.” 

But still, Schoeck, at 
5-foot-8 and 155 pounds, 
goes out to perform, con-
fronting his weaknesses 
with his strength—liter-
ally. His entry into the 
national community for 

strongmen, as well as work-
ing with his mentor Chris 
Ryder, helped build his con-
fidence starting in 2010.

Chris Ryder was brought 
into the strongman tradi-
tion by Dennis Rodgers, 
who was trained by “Slim 
the Hammer Man,” who in 
turn was taught disciplines 
by Coney Island’s renowned 

Mighty Atom.  
Reflecting on the per-

sonal transition that was 
captured in the film, Schoe-
ck said the art of bending 
steel and coming into the 
lineage of strongmen gave 
him the opportunity to de-
velop a tremendous sense 
of self.

“Going out into the 
world with that mental-
ity will help you be able to 
do anything. This (train-
ing) teaches you patience 
and gives you a powerful 
sense of humility… What I 
realized is that there will 
always be someone who 
is trying to beat you, but 
you have to embrace it as a 
challenge.”

Unlike most other 
sports, which are competi-
tive by nature, Schoeck not-
ed it is not the mission of 
the very small community 
of men who bend steel and 
perform other triumphs of 
superhuman strength to 
try to beat the guy next to 
them.

“There really is an 
overwhelming feeling of 
support from these guys: 
Nobody is trying prove 
they are stronger than one 
another,” Schoeck said. 
“And what you will find, 
is that everyone has their 
own talents and individual 
strengths.”

In every way, Schoeck’s 
story is about mind over-
coming matter.

Schoeck said the strong-
man sport is not for most 
people because like per-
forming in public, bend-
ing steel is less about how 
physically strong someone 
is and more about the abil-
ity to overcome the mind’s 
limitation on what it thinks 
the body cannot do.

For more information, 
or to learn where you can 
watch “Bending Steel,” 
visit http://www.bending-
steelmovie.com/thefilm.
html. To find upcoming 
shows featuring Schoeck, 
visit http://www.chriswon-
derschoeck.com/.

Chris Schoeck bends a bar in the basement of his Astoria 
apartment building in the documentary “Bending Steel.” 

Photo courtesy  of Dave Carroll
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and unity. 
Koo said that in light 

of incidents of terrorism, 
financial crisis, hunger 
and disease, Chen has 
seen more than most will 
and that his travels  brings 
about hope and encourage-
ment. 

“Mr. Chen is truly an 
inspiration to young and 
old, and I’m very gratified 
that so many residents of 
Flushing came out to sup-
port him and encourage his 
spirit,” Koo said. 

Chen will be staying by 
the library steps through 
this week. His next desti-
nation is Washington, D.C. 
The 109th Precinct, the 
Queens Library and the of-
fices of Mayor Bill de Blasio 
and Councilwoman Marga-
ret Chin (D- Manhattan) 
helped organize Chen’s safe 
arrival. 

After his trek from Bei-
jing to the 2012 London 
Olympic Games, Chen has 
continued through Canada 
and now the United States. 
He expects to arrive in 
Rio de Janeiro in time for 

the 2016 Olympic Games. 
To date, he has traveled 
through 24 nations and has 
logged more than 105,630 
miles.  

As Koo translated, 
 Guanming said that he 
left China six years ago 
and has visited countries 
such as Vietnam, Cambo-
dia, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Pakistan, Iran, 
Turkey, Greece, Italy, Ger-
many, France, England and 
Switzerland.  

“He wants to spread the 
message of Olympic spirit,” 
Koo said on his behalf. “He 
wants the whole world to 
have peace and he wants to 
spread the importance of 
conservation.”

David Su, the former 
president of the Council of 
Chinese American Associ-
ations, praised Guanming 
and his accomplishments.

“We’re proud of him be-
cause he’s promoting the 
green, the peace,” Su said.

Fans of Chen created 
a Facebook page for him, 
which currently has 1,364 
likes. His sponsorship part-
ners are Bryan James & Co. 
Ltd., a London-based spe-
cialist insurance broker-

Continued from Page 1 

Rickshaw
send representatives to 
the Sept. 15 meeting of the 
Hunters Point Civic As-
sociation, where they will 
explain their proposal and 
take feedback on the con-
cerns and opinions of the 
neighborhood.

Rob Basch, the president 
of the Hunters Point Parks 
Conservancy, reached out 
to the EDC last week when 
he heard about the site 
selection. The new ferry 
line is scheduled to open 
in 2017 connecting Long 
Island City with Roosevelt 
Island and Astoria.

“There are plenty of 
concerns along with the 
potential benefits,” Basch 
said. “We need to look at 
the effect of noise, garbage 
and foot traffic however we 
need a better alternative to 
the No. 7 subway line.”

He called the north end 
of Center Boulevard “high 
density” due to the number 
of high-rise luxury towers 
and suggested the north 
side of Anable Basin would 
be a better location.

“If they do put it here at 
 Gantry, perhaps they can 
allocate more money for 
park cleanup and maybe 
put in more benches for 
the people that will be 
waiting for the ferries,” 
Basch said.

He also announced 
a new live music series, 
called LIC Landing Live, 

will start Sept. 4 in Hunt-
ers Point South Park. Ma-
riachi Flor de Tolache will 
perform at the waterfront 
event space at LIC Land-
ing by Coffeed from 6:30 to 
8 p.m.

The series will feature 
local performers on four 
straight Fridays in Sep-
tember. Basch hopes the 

concerts will increase ex-
posure for the new park 
and opportunities for the 
musicians  who live in 
western Queens.

“I have had the good for-
tune to be entertained by 
the bands we have booked 
and I know our commu-
nity will enjoy their mu-
sic as well,” he said. “I am 
particularly pleased about 
the diversity of the music 
as we have everything 
from Mariachi to country 
with a little blues and rock 
thrown in too.”

On Sept. 11 the Regina 
Bonelli Blues Band will 
perform 2/3 Goat,  while 
a country-rock band will 
play on Sept.18. 

“They’re a popular 
Astoria-based band led 
by the husband-and-wife 
team of Annalyse McCoy 
and Ryan Dunn.” Basch 
said.

The series finishes Sept. 
25 with Matthew Kiss, who 
performs a hybrid rock/
blues and soul and partly 
supports his musical ambi-
tions by teaching surfing 
in the Rockaways.

Reach reporter Bill Par-

Continued from Page 1 

Dock

The New York Economic Development Corp. is considering this 
plaza at the northwest corner of Gantry Plaza State Park for a 
ferry landing. Photo by Bill Parry
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SUMMER
BBQ DELIGHTS
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