
BY BILL PARRY

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer has rejected the 
Department of Homeless 
Services’ proposed five-
year, $42 million contract 
with service provider 
Samaritan Village that 
would convert the former 

Pan American Hotel into 
a permanent shelter for 
homeless families. The 
Boulevard Family Shelter, 
which operates in the 216-
unit shelter at 79-00 Queens 
Blvd., will have to resubmit 
its plans.

“We have asked the 
Department of Homeless 

Services to revise its plans 
to address outstanding 
health and safety viola-
tions,” Stringer spokesman 
Eric Sumberg said. The 
third rejection comes after 
Stringer denied the plan in 
May and July citing safety 
issues and violations.
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BY BILL PARRY

Planned Parenthood has 
opened its first health facility in 
Queens. 

The Diane L. Max Health Cen-
ter opened its doors to patients 
for the first time Tuesday at 21-
41 45th Road in Long Island City, 
just steps from the No. 7 subway 
line’s Court Square station.

“This state-of-the-art facility 
completes Planned Parenthood 
of New York City’s dream of pro-
viding care in all five boroughs,” 
CEO Joan Malin said. ““We’re 
thrilled to be opening the doors of 
this beautiful new health center 
in the diverse and vibrant bor-
ough. Queens residents, and all 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Barnes & Noble’s is leaving 
Queens. The retail book giant an-
nounced this week that it will be 
closing its two remaining Queens 
locations at Bay Terrace Shop-
ping Center and Forest Hills. 

“Despite our best efforts to se-
cure lease extensions at both our 
Forest Hills and Bayside Barnes 
& Noble locations, the respective 
property owners decided to lease 
to other tenants,” said David Dea-
son, vice president of Barnes & 
Noble Development. 

“With Forest Hills, we com-
municated that we were willing 
to increase the rent and had an 
initial agreement with the prop-
erty owners, who in turn did not 
live up to that agreement,” Dea-

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Days after “Second Avenue Singer” Garry 
Russo, 54, a Howard Beach resident, was found 
hanging from a tree after disappearing for a 
month, community activists and elected officials 
Monday called on Gov. Andrew Cuomo outside 

Missing persons measure awaits 
signature from Gov. Cuomo

B & N chain
 to shut stores
in borough

Planned Parenthood site opens

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Pan Am shelter nixed again

Long Island City 
welcomes clinic

Part of the fun of Kids’ Day at the US Open is these four accomplished youngsters who were selected from 
around the country to play a game against top-seed Novak Djokovic. Djokovic lost the game (honest!) . 

Photo by Michael Shain

The city comptroller’s office once again 
rejects a permanent contract to operate 
a homeless shelter at the Pan American 
hotel. Photo by Michael Shain
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FREE DELIVERY  FREE VALET PARKING 
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64-21 53RD DRIVE  718.672.9696  WWW.ONEILLSRESTAURANT.COM  ESTABLISHED IN 1933
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3St. John’s law student earns second chance 
BY MADINA TOURE

After the St. John’s Univer-
sity School of Law rescinded the 
application of a student who did 
not disclose an arrest for a drug 
sale despite his record being ex-
punged, the student received a 
spot at the Pace University School 
of Law. 

In a 5-1 decision April 2, the 
Court of Appeals supported St. 
John’s decision to void the appli-
cation of former student David 
Powers, 37, for failing to disclose 
on his admission application that 
he was arrested in 1999 for distri-
bution of LSD and Ecstasy to an 
undercover officer. Powers sued 
the school in 2011. 

But Bennett Gershman, a 
professor at Pace law school, felt 
differently. After learning of Pow-
ers’ story and discovering that 
his lawyer is Roland Acevedo, a 
former student of his whom he 
taught in a paralegal course at 
the Sing Sing Correctional Facil-
ity in Ossining, N.Y., he wanted to 
help out. 

He said Powers’ arrest was a 

long time ago and he did very well 
in school, noting that courts typi-
cally defer to law schools, college 
administrators and high school 
administrators in cases like this. 

Gershman was able to con-
vince David Yassky, the law 
school’s dean, to consider giving 
Powers a chance, and he did. “We 
felt that we were acting respon-

sibly and properly in looking at 
him and deciding to give him a 
second chance and we decided to 
give him a second chance and we 
haven’t heard anybody say we did 
anything wrong,” he said. 

 
Powers, who received his mas-

ters degree in taxation at Pace’s 
New York City campus in 2005, 

started Monday as a second-year 
law student at the White Plains 
campus.

Pace accepted 30 out of 34 cred-
its he got from St. John’s and a 
Santa Clara University program 
in Hong Kong in which he took 
law classes. 

He is paying $20,000 a year but 
received a $25,000 scholarship. 

“I think that without him 
(Gershman) doing that, I wouldn’t 
have had this opportunity,” Pow-
ers said. “Right now, I’m just feel-
ing extremely excited, extremely 
grateful. I’m happy to be here 
attending school and I hope that 
I can do well and use this degree 
somehow to give back and help 
others.” 

The court decision was upheld 
despite the fact that Powers, who 
lived in Forest Hills at the time, 
did a rehabilitation program that 
dropped his charge to possession 
and had his record expunged in 
2005. 

A Pace law school spokeswom-
an said the school does not have 
“hard and fast rules,” noting that 
each application is reviewed indi-

vidually. 
“His (Yassky’s) position was 

how hard he had worked since 
then and that there shouldn’t be 
a lifelong consequence of a bad 
decision when you’re 20 years old 
and that was what it really came 
down to,” the spokeswoman said. 

Acevedo said he made the con-
nection between Powers and Ger-
shman and that Pace welcomed 
Powers with open arms. 

“Pace realized that when peo-
ple are young, one of the things 
that come with that is judgment 
that’s not quite refined yet,” he 
said. “He made a mistake. He paid 
for that mistake.”

Joseph Oliva, St. John’s gener-
al counsel, wished him success in 
his studies but said that its deci-
sion was backed by the courts.

“The decisions made with re-
gard to the enrollment status of 
Mr. Powers at St. John’s School of 
Law were based upon his misrep-
resentation of his criminal his-
tory,” Oliva said in a statement. 

A student who was asked to leave St. John’s University’s law school is now at-
tending Pace University.  Photo courtesy of Pace Law School

Anne Zuerner brings dance to Evergreens Cemetery
BY GABRIEL ROM

Is there a place for art in a space 
traditionally reserved for mourn-
ing? For Anne Zuerner, a 29-year-
old choreographer who will stage 
a series of dances inside the Ever-
greens Cemetery in Glendale this 
fall, the answer is a respectful, but 
adamant yes. 

Trained in ballet, Zuerner dis-
covered modern dance in high 
school when she became interest-
ed in avant-garde choreography. 
Her work tends to focus on space 
and presenting it in unorthodox 
ways. As she spent time at The 
Evergreens Cemetery, she began 
to research the people who were 
buried there and the geology of 
the terrain itself. 

“This is a location pregnant 
with meaning,” Zuerner said. 
“The place is so full of informa-
tion and so visually stunning that 
there are so many ways to use the 
space as a frame and I realized I 
had to use it for something.”  

She approached the cemetery 

owners and they were enthusi-
astic. A series of performances, 
many of them outdoors, were 
planned at the cemetery, located 
at 1629 Bushwick Ave..  

The performances themselves 
will be designed around the land-
scape of the cemetery and, accord-
ing to Zuerner, are meant to mix 

fact and history with dance and 
poetry. She hopes to infuse the 
performances with the history of 
what surrounds the audience and 
what lies beneath them. 

Over the course of the perfor-
mance, audiences will be ushered 
by dancers accompanied by live 
music to nine separate historical 

locations in the cemetery, where 
a short dance performance will 
occur. As audience members go to 
the next location, historical infor-
mation will be given to them. 

“I was looking for a different 
way of highlighting the ceme-
tery—something that went be-
yond just the historical facts. I’m 
not only interested in the people, 
but I’m also thinking about spiri-
tual ideas, the way humans inter-
act with life and death. This won’t 
be your typical walking tour,” Zu-
erner said.

First created in 1849 as a “ru-
ral-cemetery,” the Evergreens 
was conceived as both a place for 
burial and a public center—“a 
museum, arboretum, bird sanctu-
ary, park, historical archive and 
landmark,” according to cem-
etery historians Blanche Linden-
Ward and David C. Sloane. The 
cemetery was, in the most literal 
sense, built as a place of rest for 
both the dead and the living. 

“In the romantic period, peo-
ple would commonly have a picnic 

in the cemetery,” Zuerner said. 
“People had a different relation-
ship to death, it was a lot nearer 
and I think it’s hard for people to-
day to imagine that one can enjoy 
a cemetery in many ways, not just 
mourning.”

As for whether the project is 
overly provocative, Zuerner is 
sanguine. 

“I feel I’m approaching this 
from a respectful space. I don’t 
want to disturb anyone, and I’m 
aware of that. These dances are 
in reference to the dead, they are 
ways to remember those who are 
deceased, to remember and cel-
ebrate those who have been for-
gotten.”

Zuerner is looking for com-
munity members to be involved 
with the final phase of the per-
formances. Those interested can 
contact anne.zuerner@gmail.
com. The first public rehearsal 
will be held on Saturday, Sept. 12 
from 11-3 p.m. at the Evergreens 
cemetery. Performances last un-
til next May. 

Choreographer Anne Zuerner is planning a series of performances in an unusual 
setting, Evergreens Cemetery in Glendale.  
 Courtesy of Anne Zuerner

Choreographer hopes to go beyond historical facts and present Glendale graveyard in new light

After Jamaica Estates school rescinds acceptance to David Powers, Pace University welcomes him
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Council rivals hustle
before Sept. 10 vote

BY TOM MOMBERG

Six candidates will face 
off in the Democratic pri-
mary election on Thursday, 
Sept. 10, in the race to take 
Mark Weprin’s former City 
Council seat in eastern 
Queens. 

 The candidates are 
Celia Dosamantes, Bob 
Friedrich, Barry Groden-
chik, Rebecca Lynch, Ali 
Najmi and Satnam Singh 
Parhar. The vacant Coun-
cil position also attracted 
the interest of a Republican 
contender, retired NYPD 
Captain Joe Concannon.

The race for the District 
23 seat, which covers Glen 
Oaks, Hollis Hills, Belle-
rose, Floral Park, Bayside 
Hills and parts of Queens 
Village and some other 
small neighborhoods, is the 
most competitive  in more 
than a decade.

Weprin had served in the 
position since 2010, prior to 
which his brother, current 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) 
held it since 2001.

But the seat known for 
the 14-year Weprin dynasty 
went vacant in May when 
Mark Weprin left to take an 
appointed position on Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s staff, serv-
ing as a liaison between the 
governor, the state Assem-
bly and the City Council.

Because the Weprins 
are no longer candidates in 
a District 23 election, there 
was an immediate outpour-

ing of interest in the seat.
Two of the candidates 

have previously put in bids 
for the District 23 seat. 
Friedrich ran against Mark 
Weprin in the 2009 Demo-
cratic primary, and Con-
cannon ran against Weprin 
in the 2013 general election 
as a Republican.

Dosamantes, Najmi and 
Parhar are all South Asians 
seeking to represent that 
growing demographic on 
the City Council. More than 
38 percent of the population 
in the district was Asian as 
of 2013, with over 40 percent 
identified as South Asian, 
according to American 
Community Survey census 
tract data. And that popula-
tion is growing.

Afreen Alam, the execu-
tive director of the Chhaya 
Community Development 
Corporation, an organiza-
tion committed to helping 
build sustainable South 
Asian communities in the 
city and the host of a recent 
debate among the Demo-
cratic contenders, said the 
number of South Asians 
running reflects a rise in 
civic interest among those 
communities.

“Our parents’ genera-
tion was more about try-
ing to get their foot in the 
city, but now South Asians 
are more involved in politi-
cal and civic engagement,” 
Alam said. “The City Coun-
cil election is a reflection of 
that trend.”

Another important de-

mographic in the Council 
District is its aging popu-
lation. About 29 percent of 
the district is over the age 
of 55, according to census 
statistics. The median age 
of people in the district is 
42, while the median age in 
the city as a whole is 36.

A 2013 analysis by AARP, 
which sponsored another 
debate among the primary 
candidates, found that at 
least 74 percent of its mem-
bers in Queens turn out in 
local elections, putting them 
in a position to dominate the 
city vote. In Council District 
23, several candidates have 
been focusing on affordable 
housing, caregiver support 
and other social resources.

“I think the question 
is for many of our seniors, 
what will candidates be 
able to do to make life sus-
tainable in Queens,” AARP 
Associate Director of New 
York Chris Wieelo said. “As 
we get older, we are always 
looking for ways to remain 
in our communities.”

Although it is too late 
to vote in next week’s pri-
mary for unregistered vot-
ers, district residents have 
until the Oct. 9 deadline to 
register for the Tuesday, 
Nov. 3 general election.

For voter information or 
to locate designated polling 
sites, visit the city Board of 
Elections online at http://
vote.nyc.ny.us/html/vot-
ers/voters.shtml.

Democratic candidates for the District 23 City Council seat Celia Dosamantes (l - r), Barry Grodenchik, 
Bob Friedrich, Rebecca Lynch and Ali Najmi took part in the recent Chhaya-sponsored debate. 
Candidate Satnam Singh Parhar did not attend.  Photo by Sadef Ali Kully
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Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

Homeless leave Flushing’s Weeping Beech Park
BY MADINA TOURE

Elderly residents are frequent-
ing Weeping Beech Park in Flush-
ing again after the nearby Bowne 
House expressed concerns about 
homeless people living in the 
park as well as criminal activi-
ties. 

An officer on the board of 
directors of the Bowne House 
Historical Society had called on 
the city Parks Department and 
other city agencies to address 
the homeless encampment and 
the drinking and drug activities 
that have been taking place in the 
park, located at 143-20 37th Ave., 
throughout the last year. 

The officer said she has not 
seen homeless people in the 
park and credited the Parks De-
partment with cleaning up the 
grounds. 

But she said that the park still 
has an unpleasant odor. She also 
said that there is still a drink-
ing problem during the daytime, 
although the problem has some-
what lessened with the gates be-
ing locked at 9 p.m.

“I think the effort was made to 
find suitable services for them,” 
she said. “What we’re left with is 

the negative, is the drinking and 
other activities.”

When a reporter visited the 

park last week, there were about 
31 people in the park, mostly 
elderly individuals sitting on 
benches chatting and a group of 
Asian men playing chess. There 
were three individuals who ap-
peared to be mentally ill. 

Michael Clarke, 62, who has 
been living at the Flushing YMCA 
for about a week now, has been to 
the park three times so far. 

He said that homeless people 
come to the park periodically and 
that he sees people drinking and 
smoking cigarettes on and off. 
But overall, he says but that the 
park seems to be in good shape.

“So far everything is nice,” 
Clarke said. “They have kids that 
come out and play.”

A 50-year-old South Korean 
native had been living in the park 
for a month with her husband, her 
30-year-old daughter and their 
dog since they lost their home. 

A spokeswoman for the De-
partment of Homeless Services 
said outreach staff has gotten the 
family to come indoors.

A Parks spokeswoman said 

the agency’s Park Enforcement 
Patrol and maintenance divisions 
are continuing to monitor and 
maintain the park regularly.

Beautify Historic Flushing, a 
volunteer group, has received a 
$6,000 grant from the City Parks 
Foundation through the Parks 
Equity Initiative to continue its 
work in the park, according to the 
Bowne House officer.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) said that she saw an 
officer from the 109th Precinct at 
the park about two weeks ago and 
that they discussed the problems 
in the park. She also spoke to peo-
ple in the precinct’s community 
affairs department.

“I’m happy that the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services is 
reaching out to help these folks 
because we do have a  very signifi-
cant homeless problem,” Stavisky 
said. 

Reach reporter Madina Toure 
by e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

A group of elderly Asian men play chess in Weeping Beech Park.  
Photo by Madina Toure
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Fire worries neighbors
Laurelton residents want private property sealed off

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
A fire destroyed parts 

of the long-closed Merrick 
Flea Market at Merrick 
Boulevard in Laurelton 
last week and the property 
manager from BP Real Es-
tate Investors boarded up 
the windows for safety. 

But residents and com-
munity leaders gathered 
Monday with Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Lau-
relton), the FDNY  and the 
city Department of Health 
to voice their concerns 
about a homeless man who 
has been squatting on and 
off for the last two years 
on the private property, 
the illegally parked cars 
for sale, dumped furniture 
and construction trash. 

“It has become a dump-
ing site, but more than 
that it has become a safety 
hazard, a nuisance and 
a health issue,” Dwight 
Johnson, president of the 
Federated Blocks of Lau-
relton, said. “It needs to be 
completely sealed off.”

The fire occurred 
Aug. 25, according to the 
FDNY, and there were no 
victims.

The squatter did not 
mind the city FDNY, the 
Council member or the 
DOH visiting the prop-
erty where he has set up 
his home. He threw his 
sunglasses on and sat on a 
chair while blasting a R&B 
music from his radio. He 
had created a makeshift 
living room with an old 
red leather couch and bed-
room with a dresser out of 

other people’s trash. 
Members of the Feder-

ated Blocks of Laurelton 
said he was not bother-
some to anyone but does 
not always use the best 
judgment. 

“During the winter, he 
has a bonfire going to beat 
the cold,” Johnston said. 
“We want someone pro-
fessional to come out and 
help him.”

Johnston said the 
squatter even swept up the 
property and fed the birds 
bread.

“We are all God’s crea-
tures,” the squatter yelled 
but would not speak fur-
ther.  He declined to be 
identified.

Johnston said his group 
contacted the property 
owner about the dumping 

ground but has not gotten 
a response. 

“The Department of 
Health said they would is-
sue a health compliance 
and we will see if that 
helps,” Richards said. 
“This is a real problem - 
someone could have gotten 
really hurt.”

The owner of the il-
legally parked vehicles 
on the private property 
showed up when he saw 
the Fire Department and 
a group surrounding the 
spot. 

“This is a private mat-
ter,” the owner of the il-
legally parked BMW and 
Chevrolet Lumina said 
when asked why he parked 
those cars on private prop-
erty. 

Richards said the prop-

erty had many summonses 
but nothing had been done 
to address the issue by the 
city. 

“It devalues the neigh-
borhood,” Donovan said.

The Merrick Flea Mar-
ket opened in 2011 after 
the Aqueduct Flea Mar-
ket in South Ozone Park 
shut down. But a couple 
of years later, the 25,000 
square feet of warehouse 
space that was turned into 
a flea market also shut 
down and is currently not 
in use. 

Reach Reporter Sadef 
Ali Kully by e-mail at 
skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

BY GABRIEL ROM

PS 144 in Forest Hills 
will be using trailers for 
additional teaching space 
for its pre-K center this 
coming academic year. One 
trailer will accommodate 
two pre-K sections totaling 
56 seats, according to Jason 
Fink, spokesman at the De-
partment of Education. 

The problem of over-
crowding has been persis-
tent for School District 28, 
which includes Forest Hills 
and stretches down to Ja-
maica.

“The trailers that are 
being implemented are not 
long-term solutions,” said 
Michael Cohen, a spokes-
man for City Council-
woman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills). “We just 
don’t have an educational 
infrastructure.”

The shuttered Park-
way Hospital was floated 
as a possible location for a 
school, but the DOE reject-
ed the plans. 

In May, PS 144 located at 

93-02 69th Ave  added 50 ex-
tra kindergarten seats.

“There is a real crisis 
with respect to kindergar-
ten seats and so they were 
created at the expense of 
pre-K seats,” Cohen said.

In April, Koslowitz, with 
several borough lawmak-
ers sent a letter to Schools 
Chancellor Fariña, request-
ing that the DOE “immedi-
ately and publicly outline 
its plans to implement  a kin-
dergarten building capacity 
plan  placement system that 
will adapt to the growing 
need for kindergarten seats 
in our community. Those 
plans must prioritize keep-
ing pre-K children inside 
schools they are already 
attending, and ensure that 
there is no adverse effect on 
the current curriculum, ac-
tivities or use of space.”  

Elementary schools in 
the district have a utiliza-
tion rate of 98 percent on 
average—middle schools 
94.5 percent, both of which 
are above the citywide av-
erage. 

Laurelton community members worry about a squatter who has made himself comfortable out-
side the Merrick Flea Market after a fire drew attention to the property.   Photo by Sadef Kully

PS 144 gets trailers
for its pre-K classes

Just as schools in Queens are shutting down classroom trailers, 
overcrowding has forced PS 144 in Forest Hills to move two pre-K 
classes outside. Photo by Michael Shain
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SVEDKA VODKA

$17.99

JOHNNIE WALKER 
BLUE

$159.99

$9.99

KENDALL JACKSON 
CHARDONNAY

BLACKSTONE MERLOT

$5.99

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

$18.99

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

$9.99

TITO’S HANDMADE 
VODKA 

$28.99 

KETEL ONE
VODKA

$39.99

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

$8.99

BOGLE 
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

7.99

STERLING NAPA 
MERLOT 
$11.99

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$10.99

APOTHIC RED BLEND

$7.99

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

$8.99

(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO WALDBAUM’S)

NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 20, 2015
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 20, 2015
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

GATO NEGRO
ALL TYPES

$6.99

PATRON SILVER 
TEQUILA

$41.99

RELAX
REISLING
$7.99

BARTENURA
MOSCATO
$8.99

750 ml

1.75 L

750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

750 ml

1.5 L

750 ml

I.5 L

1.75 L750 ml

750 ml

750 ml750 ml

1.5 L1.5 L

1.75 L

LABOR DAY SALE

ABSOLUT VODKA 
80 PROOF

$29.99
JOHNNY WALKER 

RED

$32.99

1.75 L

1.75 L

2 Bottles or more

KOSHER WINE SALE15% OFF
GRAND WINE & 
LIQUOR TASTING
SAT. SEPT 19TH 

4PM-8PM 
LIVE MUSIC

$7.99

APOTHIC 
RED BLEND

$29.99 1.75 L

ABSOLUT VODKA ABSOLUT 
VODKA 

$29.99 1.75 L
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son said.
Target, the discount gi-

ant, will take up the entire 
two-level, 21,000-square-
foot building currently oc-
cupied by Barnes & Noble 
in a 15-year lease, accord-
ing to Muss Development, 
landlord of the Forest Hills 
building. The Target store 
will open sometime in mid-
2016.

“Barnes & Noble had a 
five-year option to extend 
its lease, which they chose 
not to exercise,” said Muss 
Development COO Jeff Kay. 
“Ownership has consistent-
ly said that they wanted to 
arrange a long-term com-
mitment at the property. 
Unfortunately, Barnes & 
Noble wasn’t able to do that 
and we subsequently nego-
tiated a market rate lease 
with Target on a long-term 
contract.”

The closure leaves For-
est Hills without any re-
maining bookstores.

“I can’t do anything 
about this. This is a pri-

vate entity and I’ve got no 
jurisdicti on,” Councilwom-
an Karen Koslowitz (D-
Forest Hills) said. “But is 
it a shame? It’s an absolute 
shame. I like to hold books 
in my hand.”

Often seen as a cor-
porate behemoth putting 
mom-and-pop stores out of 
business, Barnes & Noble 
has over the past year tak-
en on the somewhat sur-
prising role of community 
underdog in Forest Hills.

For over a year, the 
bookstore has been in a 

public struggle to reach an 
agreement on its lease with 
Muss. As a result, a grass-
roots campaign developed 
to save the store. An online 
petition addressed to Muss, 
New York elected officials, 
and Barnes & Noble itself 
garnered more than 5,000 
signatures with supporters 
calling the store a “commu-
nity cornerstone.”

Michael Pearlman, a his-
torian in the neighborhood 
and author of “Legendary 
Locals of Forest Hills and 
Rego Park,” even organized 
a “buy-in” in May where 
community members were 
encouraged to peruse the 
store and purchase as 
many books as possible in 
order to help its financial 
situation. 

Deason promised that 
the book giant would some-
day return to the borough. 

“The Queens commu-
nity is extremely impor-
tant to us and as a result we 
are aggressively looking at 
new locations and expect to 
have a new store there in 
the future,” he said.

New Yorkers, will now have 
increased access to high-
quality, confidential sexual 
and reproductive health 
care services they need, re-
gardless of their income or 
immigration status.”

The 14,000-square-foot 
facility provides services, 
including birth control, 
breast and cervical cancer 
screening, gynecological 
care, pregnancy testing, 
sexually transmitted infec-
tion testing and treatment, 
HIV testing and counsel-
ing, among other essential 
health care services. Abor-
tion services will be added 
later this year.

The center will also of-
fer on-site health insurance 
enrollment through Medic-
aid and the New York State 
of Health marketplace. Of-
ficials expect the center to 
provide services to 17, 500 
clients each year once it’s 
fully operational.

The Diane L. Max Health 
Center, named in honor of 
the organization’s chair-
woman, had been expected 

to open in early June. “Like 
all licensed medical facili-
ties, we needed to secure 
approvals by New York 
City and New York state,” 
spokeswoman Carrie Mu-
mah said. “The entire ap-
proval process took slightly 
longer than expected.”

Planned Parenthood of-
ficials point to public health 
data that showed a glaring 
need for the new facility in 
Queens, where 14 percent of 
the population lives under 
the poverty line. The bor-
ough also has the highest 
rate of uninsured women 
and girls in the city and 
nearly 60 percent of the 
pregnancies in the borough 
are unintended.

In addition, they say, 
many of the city’s most un-
derserved and vulnerable 
residents live in Queens. 
For example, in western 
Queens, rates of HIV, sexu-
ally transmitted diseases, 
and teen pregnancies are 
among the highest in the 
city.

“For too many women 
and families, affordable, 
high-quality health care re-
mains out of reach,” Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said before a 

ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for the center last spring. 

“Planned Parenthood of 
New York City has a long 
history of ensuring that 
New Yorkers have access 
to health care no matter 
what. This new center will 
help tackle health dispari-
ties and connect more New 
Yorkers to quality repro-
ductive health care in their 
community.”

The center will be open 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Fri-
day and Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Thursday 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. The 30 
staffers are bilingual, while 
interpretation services, as 
well as translated materi-
als for non-English speak-
ing clients, are available.

The new center will also 
offer education and train-
ing for youth, adults, and 
professionals, and has a 
community space open to 
Planned Parenthood part-
ners for education, training 
and advocacy events.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Clinic

Continued from Page 1 

Bookstore

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

Complete Menu online: www.Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway (Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$2299

FISH & CHIPS 
DINNER

$1199

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPON ONLY WITH COUPON ONLYEXP. 9/10/15 EXP. 9/10/15

3  $39F
O
R

LOBSTERS 

+TAX +TAX

ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 9/10/15

The Barnes & Noble at 70-
00 Austin St in Forest Hills 
will close in mid-2016. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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 Need Help? Celia is Here! Call our 24/7 Hotline: (718) 749-5479 Or 
Visit Our Office on 212-06 Union Turnpike, Hollis Hills, NY 11364  

� D�������    C	�
 C����	  
��Vote on Thursday, September 10th 

Reducing Taxes and Burdens on Residents 
and Families
Celia is fighting to make our community more affordable for 
working and middle class families, veterans and seniors. Celia 
will provide residents with real relief on property taxes and will 
fight to reduce rising water rates, rents and maintenance fees 
and taxes in condos and co-ops.

Expanding Public Transportation
Celia is fighting to make our public transportation system more 
affordable and accessible for all residents, people with dis-
abilities, veterans, seniors and families. Celia will expand bus 
and train service lines, work to make the LIRR more affordable 
for residents, and increase the efficiency and the affordability of 
senior services such as AccessARide.

Paid For By Celia For The Community 

Improving Our Quality of Life
At City Hall and in Queens, Celia will work to enhance the quality 
of life of all of the residents in our district by ensuring that our com-
munity continues to be a great place to live, work and raise a family. 
Celia will invest in our public works, including our libraries and parks, 
and establish beautification projects in our area by removing tree 
stumps from sidewalks and potholes from streets.

Investing in Quality Education
As the daughter of a teacher and as a graduate of P.S. 133, M.S. 
172 and Francis Lewis High School, Celia knows that our com-
munities are only as strong as our schools. She will work to reduce 
overcrowding in classrooms, increase funding and resources for 
after-school services, full day pre-kindergarten, early College learn-
ing programs, STEM lab programs and free adults learning services 
to give all students, parents and adult learners access to quality 
education.

Protecting Our Seniors
Our seniors deserve the best in their golden years. Celia will expand and im-
prove senior services, including STAR and DFTA, allocate more funding and 
resources to senior centers, work to open more senior centers in underserved 
neighborhoods and provide additional services at centers and agency-wide 
to serve all of the language and dietary needs of every senior community.

Fighting Crime and Keeping New Yorkers Safe
Celia understands the vital role law enforcement serves in protecting our 
families and residents. She is committed to tackling the crimes that plague 
our communities daily, including domestic violence, theft, fraud, and large-
scale crimes that need greater attention such as terrorism. Celia will make 
our district a safer place for everyone by increasing resources for the NYPD, 
OEM, FDNY and other law enforcement agencies, work to bring in an ad-
ditional precinct, cut the backlog in the court system, increase community 
policing and form a community-based coalition to bring more equity and 
efficiency in the justice system. 
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A DHS spokeswoman 
said, “We’ve submitted ev-
erything we need to have 
this contract registered, 
and we’re confident this 
site is safe for residents.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) has expressed 
her opposition frequently. 
She welcomed the latest 
move by Stringer.

“Perhaps the third time 
will be the charm,” Meng 
said. “Perhaps the DHS and 
Samaritan Village will fi-
nally get the message that 
this is not the appropriate 
site for a homeless shelter. 
As I have said, it is im-
perative that we address 
the needs of the homeless 
in our city. But those in 
the shelters deserve to be 
housed in a clean, safe and 
well-maintained environ-
ment, and that facility is 
not.” She added, “This lo-
cation has been plagued 
with numerous problems 
and poor conditions that 
have not served the home-
less well. In fact, it’s been a 
disservice to the homeless. 

I urge DHS to not resubmit 
its proposal for a fourth 
time. The agency should 
instead focus on finding 
a more suitable location 
that can better address the 
needs of New York’s home-
less population.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), the chairman 
of the Senate Committee on 
Children and Families, had 
scathing remarks about the 
service provider.

“It is shameful that Sa-
maritan Village continues 
to push for a contract that 
is so glaringly in viola-
tion of city code,” Avella 
said. “Regardless of one’s 
socio-economic situation, 
an individual has the right 
to a clean and safe environ-
ment. Pan Am lacks kitch-
ens, has unreliable hot 
water and is troubled by an 
array of health and safety 
issues. The city should be 
allocating funds for home-
less shelters that can cater 
to basic human needs rath-
er than facilities that ware-
house families.”

Continued from Page 1 

Shelter
his Manhattan office to 
sign the LaMont Dottin’s 
Law, which would require 
police agencies to file a 
report after an adult is re-
ported missing. 

State Sen. James Sand-
ers Jr. (D-Rochdale Vil-
lage), who introduced  the 
bill, was joined by Dr. Ar-
nita Fowler, whose son the 
bill is named for, and state 
Assemblyman Charles 
Barron (D-Brooklyn) who 
co-sponsored the bill in 
the Assembly. 

It passed the Legisla-
ture unanimously in June 
for the first time since the 
bill had been proposed in 
2002.

LaMont Dottin’s Law 
would mandate that police 
agencies to file an electron-
ic report with the National 
Crime Information Center 
within 24 hours of being 
notified that a person be-
tween the ages of 21 and 64 
had disappeared. 

The current state law 
governing missing persons 
says an individual has to 

be classified as a child or 
vulnerable senior for such 
action to be taken.

LaMont Dottin was 19 
years old when he disap-
peared from his St. Albans 
home on Oct. 16, 1995. Six 
days later his body was 
found floating in the East 
Hudson River and was 
subsequently buried in a 
pauper’s grave in Potter’s 
Field on Hart Island. 

In 1999, Fowler discov-

ered her son had been iden-
tified by the FBI through 
dental records, which was 
never reported to NYPD’s 
Missing Person Unit. He 
was buried in Potter’s 
Field without Fowler’s 
knowledge.

She called police for her 
weekly follow up when the 
mistake was revealed.

It took Fowler over a 
year to have her son’s body 
exhumed from Hart Island 

and bring it home for a 
proper funeral and burial.

A year later, the fam-
ily established The LaM-
ont Dottin Foundation to 
serve as an information 
clearing house committed 
to assisting other families 
in their search for missing 
loved ones.

“I am a Marine Corps 
veteran, and we have a say-
ing that we leave nobody 
behind on the battlefield,” 
Sanders said. “I think it’s 
time for our governor to be 
a good Marine. I think it’s 
time that he understands 
that we will leave nobody 
behind. We need to let ev-
erybody know that New 
York state will utilize ev-
ery agency and turn over 
every stone to find the 
missing.”

 He added, “No one 
should have to experience 
the pain that LaMont Dot-
tin’s family experienced.”

Reach Reporter Sadef 
Ali Kully by e-mail at 
skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Continued from Page 1 

Missing

Garry Russo, the “Second Avenue Singer” who went missing  
July 28, was found hanging from a tree in Howard Beach last 
week.  Courtesy of ABC News
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SUMMER
BBQ DELIGHTS
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