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BY GABRIEL ROM

After swift mobilization 
from civic leaders and elected 
officials, an adult store on Ja-
maica Avenue that opened in 
August has closed. 

The closure follows a 
concerted push from Maria 
Thomson at the Woodhaven 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict and Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) to see the 
shop depart.

“We had everybody in-
volved--our elected officials, 
our precincts and our resi-
dents,” Thomson said. “Indi-
rectly they were told they were 
not welcome here. This isn’t 
an area conducive to their 
type of business. We were 
ready to start the picket lines, 
but thankfully it didn’t come 
to that. The BID made clear 
that this was not the place for 
them.”

The store, called Nexus 
Point, opened in early August 
on the heels of a court ruling 
by the state Appellate Division 
upholding the legality of adult 
businesses in New York City.

In early August, some 
Woodhaven residents say they 
spoke to the owner of Nexus 
Point and asked for certain 
items to be taken down from 

BY BILL PARRY

The 115th Precinct is in-
vestigating the appearance 
of anti-gay fliers that were 
discovered on cars around 
Jackson Heights last weekend. 
The hate literature, written in 
English and Spanish, quotes 
Romans 1:18-32.

“And the men likewise 
gave up natural relations with 
women and were consumed 
with passion for one another, 
men committing shameless 
acts with men and receiving 
in themselves the due penalty 
for their error,” it says. In the 
upper right hand corner there 
is a hand clutching a bible in 
front of the LGBT movement’s 
flag.

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
was deeply troubled by one pas-
sage in particular. “Though 
they know God’s righteous 
decree that those who practice 
such things deserve to die,” it 
reads.

“These fliers are deeply 
disturbing because it’s advo-
cating for the killing of gay 
people,” Dromm said. “Right 
at the bottom. I’ve never seen 
that passage in bold print 
and it’s the farthest I’ve ever 
seen anyone go with this. It 
is disgusting and needs to be 
condemned by all of the good 

Continued on Page 66Continued on Page 66
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BY BILL PARRY

Long Island City dog lov-
ers now have a third location 
where they can exercise and 
play with their pets. 

One day after National Dog 
Day Aug. 26, state officials 
joined elected officials and 

community leaders for a rib-
bon-cutting at the Gantry Pla-
za Dog Run, a $750,000 facility 
located between PS 78 and the 
Queens West Sports Field on 
Center Boulevard.

New York State Parks has 
worked with residential devel-
oper TF Cornerstone to design 

the dog run and after commu-
nity review began construc-
tion in April. The dog run, 
funded through the Queens 
West Public Infrastructure 
Fund, replaces an unsightly 
area of the park that was used 
by dog owners but offered no 

Continued on Page 66New York State Parks opens a new 24-hour dog run on Center Boulevard 
in Long Island City. Photo courtesy State Parks

Porno shop 
closes down
on Jam Ave.

New 24-hr. dog run opens in LIC

Anti-gay fl iers found in Jax Hgts
Dromm says disturbing material must be condemned in strong way

At courtside of the US Open, eager kids are at the ready for the stars to come to practice so they can 
ask for autographs on their over-sized tennis balls. See more coverage of the US Open on 
Pages 9, 24. Photo by Michael Shain

THEIR DAY AT COURT
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BY GABRIEL ROM

PS 144 in Forest Hills will 
be using trailers for addition-
al teaching space for its pre-K 
center this coming academic 
year. One trailer will accom-
modate two pre-K sections to-
taling 56 seats, according to 
Jason Fink, spokesman at the 
Department of Education. 

The problem of over-
crowding has been persistent 
for School District 28, which 
includes Forest Hills and 
stretches down to Jamaica.

“The trailers that are 
being implemented are not 
long-term solutions,” said Mi-
chael Cohen, a spokesman for 
City Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills). 
“We just don’t have an educa-
tional infrastructure.”

The shuttered Parkway 
Hospital was floated as a pos-
sible location for a school, but 
the DOE rejected the plans. 

In May, PS 144 located at 
93-02 69th Ave  added 50 extra 
kindergarten seats.

“There is a real crisis with 
respect to kindergarten seats 
and so they were created at 
the expense of pre-K seats,” 
Cohen said.

In April, Koslowitz, with 
several borough lawmakers 
sent a letter to Schools Chan-
cellor Fariña, requesting that 
the DOE “immediately and 

publicly outline its plans to 
implement  a kindergarten 
building capacity plan  place-
ment system that will adapt 
to the growing need for kin-
dergarten seats in our com-
munity. Those plans must 
prioritize keeping pre-K chil-
dren inside schools they are 
already attending, and ensure 
that there is no adverse effect 
on the current curriculum, 
activities or use of space.”  

Elementary schools in the 
district have a utilization rate 
of 98 percent on average—
middle schools 94.5 percent, 
both of which are above the 
citywide average. 

As of 2012-2013, accord-
ing to the DOE, there were at 
least 241 elementary and mid-
dle school students in trailers 
within District 28. 

“In general, we are seeing 
a worsening space crunch 
throughout the city,” said 
Leonie Haimson, the execu-
tive director of the nonprofit 
Class Size Matters.

“I don’t think the School 
Construction Authority has 
a handle on how many pre-K 
students are in need of space,” 
said Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage), who represents School 
District 24, the most over-
crowded in the city. “They 
are taking gyms and turning 
them into classrooms,”  

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2015 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
A fire destroyed parts of 

the long-closed Merrick Flea 
Market at Merrick Boulevard 
in Laurelton last week and the 
property manager from BP 
Real Estate Investors boarded 
up the windows for safety. 

But residents and commu-
nity leaders gathered Monday 
with Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton), the 
FDNY  and the city Depart-
ment of Health to voice their 
concerns about a homeless 
man who has been squatting 
on and off for the last two 
years on the private property, 
the illegally parked cars for 
sale, dumped furniture and 
construction trash. 

“It has become a dump-
ing site, but more than that it 
has become a safety hazard, a 
nuisance and a health issue,” 
Dwight Johnson, president of 
the Federated Blocks of Lau-
relton, said. “It needs to be 
completely sealed off.”

The fire occurred Aug. 25, 
according to the FDNY, and 
there were no victims.

The squatter did not mind 
the city FDNY, the Council 
member or the DOH visiting 
the property where he has set 
up his home. He threw his sun-
glasses on and sat on a chair 
while blasting a R&B music 
from his radio. He had created 
a makeshift living room with 
an old red leather couch and 
bedroom with a dresser out of 
other people’s trash. 

Members of the Federated 
Blocks of Laurelton said he 
was not bothersome to anyone 
but does not always use the 
best judgment. 

“During the winter, he 
has a bonfire going to beat 
the cold,” Johnston said. “We 
want someone professional to 
come out and help him.”

Johnston said the squatter 
even swept up the property 
and fed the birds bread.

“We are all God’s crea-
tures,” the squatter yelled but 
would not speak further.  He 
declined to be identified.

Johnston said his group 
contacted the property owner 
about the dumping ground but 
has not gotten a response. 

“The Department of Health 
said they would issue a health 
compliance and we will see 
if that helps,” Richards said. 
“This is a real problem - some-
one could have gotten really 
hurt.”

The owner of the illegally 
parked vehicles on the private 
property showed up when he 
saw the Fire Department and 
a group surrounding the spot. 

“This is a private mat-
ter,” the owner of the illegally 
parked BMW and Chevrolet 
Lumina said when asked why 
he parked those cars on pri-
vate property. 

Richards said the property 
had many summonses but 
nothing had been done to ad-
dress the issue by the city. 

“It devalues the neighbor-
hood,” Donovan said.

The Merrick Flea Market 
opened in 2011 after the Aq-
ueduct Flea Market in South 
Ozone Park shut down. But a 
couple of years later, the 25,000 
square feet of warehouse space 
that was turned into a flea 
market also shut down and is 
currently not in use. Overcrowding at PS 144 in Forest Hills has forced the school to move 

two pre-K classes outside. Photo by Michael Shain

Laurelton community members worry about a squatter who has made himself comfortable outside the 
Merrick Flea Market after a fire drew attention to the property.   Photo by Sadef Kully

PS 144 gets trailers
for its pre-K classes

Fire worries nabe
Laurelton residents want private property sealed off
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Is there a place for art in a 
space traditionally reserved 
for mourning? For Anne Zu-
erner, a 29-year-old choreogra-
pher who will stage a series of 
dances inside the Evergreens 
Cemetery in Glendale this fall, 
the answer is a respectful, but 
adamant yes. 

Trained in ballet, Zuerner 
discovered modern dance in 
high school when she became 
interested in avant-garde cho-
reography. Her work tends to 
focus on space and presenting 
it in unorthodox ways. As she 
spent time at The Evergreens 
Cemetery, she began to re-
search the people who were 
buried there and the geology 
of the terrain itself. 

“This is a location preg-
nant with meaning,” Zuerner 
said. “The place is so full of 
information and so visually 
stunning that there are so 
many ways to use the space as 
a frame and I realized I had to 
use it for something.”  

She approached the cem-
etery owners and they were 
enthusiastic. A series of per-
formances, many of them 
outdoors, were planned at the 
cemetery, located at 1629 Bush-
wick Ave..  

The performances them-
selves will be designed around 
the landscape of the cemetery 
and, according to Zuerner, 
are meant to mix fact and his-
tory with dance and poetry. 
She hopes to infuse the per-
formances with the history of 
what surrounds the audience 
and what lies beneath them. 

Over the course of the per-
formance, audiences will be 
ushered by dancers accom-
panied by live music to nine 
separate historical locations 
in the cemetery, where a short 
dance performance will occur. 
As audience members go to the 
next location, historical infor-
mation will be given to them. 

“I was looking for a differ-
ent way of highlighting the 
cemetery—something that 
went beyond just the historical 

facts. I’m not only interested in 
the people, but I’m also think-
ing about spiritual ideas, the 
way humans interact with life 
and death. This won’t be your 
typical walking tour,” Zuerner 
said.

First created in 1849 as a 
“rural-cemetery,” the Ever-
greens was conceived as both 
a place for burial and a public 

center—“a museum, arbore-
tum, bird sanctuary, park, his-
torical archive and landmark,” 
according to cemetery histori-
ans Blanche Linden-Ward and 
David C. Sloane. The cemetery 
was, in the most literal sense, 
built as a place of rest for both 
the dead and the living. 

“In the romantic period, 
people would commonly have 

a picnic in the cemetery,” Zu-
erner said. “People had a dif-
ferent relationship to death, it 
was a lot nearer and I think it’s 
hard for people today to imag-
ine that one can enjoy a cem-
etery in many ways, not just 
mourning.”

As for whether the project 
is overly provocative, Zuerner 
is sanguine. 

“I feel I’m approaching 
this from a respectful space. I 
don’t want to disturb anyone, 
and I’m aware of that. These 
dances are in reference to the 
dead, they are ways to remem-
ber those who are deceased, to 
remember and celebrate those 
who have been forgotten.”

Zuerner is looking for 
community members to be 
involved with the final phase 
of the performances. Those 
interested can contact anne.
zuerner@gmail.com. The first 
public rehearsal will be held 
on Saturday, Sept. 12 from 11-3 
p.m. at the Evergreens cem-
etery. Performances last until 
next May. 

Choreographer Anne Zuerner is planning a series of performances in 
an unusual setting, Evergreens Cemetery in Glendale.  

Courtesy of Anne Zuerner

Zuerner brings dance to Evergreens Cemetery
Choreographer hopes to go beyond historical facts and present graveyard in new light

Jillian Pelc
516-708-2559
jpelc@nshs.edu

We are looking for people with lupus who are of black race or mixed 
black race to take part in a clinical research study called EMBRACE.

Lupus is more common – and often more severe – in people of black race  
compared with other racial groups.

For more information, please contact the 
study team.

The EMBRACE Study is trying to find out more 
about the safety and effectiveness of belimumab 
(Benlysta™), in this population. Belimumab is an 
approved treatment in several countries for adults 
with lupus. 

If you choose to take part, you will be asked to 
attend 16 clinic visits over the course of 1 year. 
You will be cared for by a team of experienced 
doctors and nurses, and study-related care and 
medication will be provided at no cost to you. 

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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BY MADINA TOURE

Queens College is once 
again ranked among the top 
five schools in Washington 
Monthly’s “2015 Best Bang 
for the Buck” listing of col-
leges in the Northeast. 

The list highlights schools 
that provide a quality educa-
tion at an affordable cost 
based on net price—full cost 
of attendance minus grants 
and scholarships— as well 
as graduation of admitted 
students and whether those 
students earn at least enough 
to pay off their loans. 

Queens College, which is 
part of the City University 
system, placed fifth in the 
survey. The school’s student 
default rate on loans is 3.7 
percent, its graduation rate 
is 53 percent and about 35.7 
percent of students receive 
Pell grants. 

Tuition for full-time un-
dergraduate students is 
$3,165 per semester for state 
residents and $560 per credit 
for out-of-state residents or 
international students. For 
full-time graduate students, 
tuition is $5,065 per semester 
for state residents and $780 
per credit for out-of-state 
residents and international 
students.

Félix V. Matos Rodríguez, 
president of the college, lo-
cated at 65-30 Kissena Blvd. 
in Flushing, said the school 
has been among the top five 
for the past three years and 
attributes the consistent 
ranking to its affordability, 
quality course offerings and 
small class sizes. 

“There is some consisten-
cy in both the quality of the 
academic offerings and the 
fact that people do finish and 

BY BILL PARRY

President Obama got the 
necessary votes to assure 
the Iran nuclear deal would 
survive a congressional chal-
lenge when Senator Barbara 
Mikulski of Maryland became 
the 34th Democrat to support 
the agreement Wednesday. 
Lawmakers struggled with 
the decision on the deal that 
would ease economic sanc-
tions on Iran in exchange for 
curbs on the country’s nuclear 
program.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) became the sixth 
House Democrat from New 
York to break with President 
Obama on the Iran nuclear 
agreement when she an-
nounced her opposition to the 
deal last week. Much of the 
opposition comes from New 
York, where pressure from the 

large Jewish community has 
been intense.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica) Monday said he sup-
ports the agreement because 
“rejecting this deal would be 

a consequential and confound-
ing mistake, and a return to 
the status quo or worse.” U.S. 
Rep. Nydia Velazquez, who 
represents parts of Maspeth, 
Woodhaven, Ozone Park and 
Ridgewood, also endorsed the 
agreement Monday.

“There are strong argu-
ments for and against the 
agreement, but as a matter of 
conscience, I have decided to 
oppose it,” Maloney said in a 
statement. She cited concern 
that even if Iran abides by the 
agreement, it would not stop 
Tehran from acquiring nucle-
ar weapons when the agree-
ment ends.

While Maloney credited 
Obama and Secretary of State 
John Kerry for “choosing the 
path of diplomacy,” she said 
it was with a nation that has 
failed to honor non-prolifera-

BY GABRIEL ROM

Barnes & Noble’s is leaving 
Queens. The retail book giant 
announced this week that it 
will be closing its two remain-
ing Queens locations at Bay 
Terrace Shopping Center and 
Forest Hills. 

“Despite our best efforts to 
secure lease extensions at both 
our Forest Hills and Bayside 
Barnes & Noble locations, the 
respective property owners 
decided to lease to other ten-
ants,” said David Deason, vice 
president of Barnes & Noble 
Development. 

“With Forest Hills, we com-
municated that we were will-
ing to increase the rent and 
had an initial agreement with 
the property owners, who in 
turn did not live up to that 
agreement,” Deason said.

Target, the discount giant, 
will take up the entire two-lev-
el, 21,000-square-foot building 
currently occupied by Barnes 
& Noble in a 15-year lease, ac-
cording to Muss Development, 
landlord of the Forest Hills 
building. The Target store will 
open sometime in mid-2016.

“Barnes & Noble had a five-
year option to extend its lease, 
which they chose not to exer-
cise,” said Muss Development 
COO Jeff Kay. “Ownership 
has consistently said that they 

wanted to arrange a long-term 
commitment at the property. 
Unfortunately, Barnes & No-
ble wasn’t able to do that and 
we subsequently negotiated a 
market rate lease with Target 

on a long-term contract.”
The closure leaves Forest 

Hills without any remaining 
bookstores.

“I can’t do anything about 
this. This is a private entity 

and I’ve got no jurisdicti on,” 
Councilwoman Karen Koslow-
itz (D-Forest Hills) said. “But 
is it a shame? It’s an absolute 
shame. I like to hold books in 
my hand.”

Often seen as a corporate 
behemoth putting mom-and-
pop stores out of business, 
Barnes & Noble has over the 
past year taken on the some-
what surprising role of com-
munity underdog in Forest 
Hills.

For over a year, the book-
store has been in a public 
struggle to reach an agree-
ment on its lease with Muss. 
As a result, a grassroots cam-
paign developed to save the 
store. An online petition ad-
dressed to Muss, New York 
elected officials, and Barnes 
& Noble itself garnered more 
than 5,000 signatures with 
supporters calling the store a 
“community cornerstone.”

Michael Pearlman, a his-
torian in the neighborhood 
and author of “Legendary Lo-
cals of Forest Hills and Rego 
Park,” even organized a “buy-
in” in May where community 

U.S. REP. CAROLYN MALONEY

Bookstore giant pulls out of boro
Floundering Barnes & Noble chain plans to leave locations in Forest Hills, Bay Terrace

The Barnes & Noble bookstore in Fresh Meadows is already closed, and the locations in Bay Terrace and Forest 
Hills are slated to be shut down.

Tough choice for Queens pols
over Obama’s Iran nuke deal

Queens College tops 
college ranking list

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 66 Continued on Page 47
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BY BILL PARRY

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer has rejected the De-
partment of Homeless Ser-
vices’ proposed five-year, $42 
million contract with service 
provider Samaritan Village 
that would convert the former 
Pan American Hotel into a 
permanent shelter for home-
less families. The Boulevard 
Family Shelter, which oper-
ates in the 216-unit shelter at 
79-00 Queens Blvd., will have 
to resubmit its plans.

“We have asked the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services to 
revise its plans to address out-
standing health and safety vi-
olations,” Stringer spokesman 
Eric Sumberg said. The third 
rejection comes after Stringer 
denied the plan in May and 
July citing safety issues and 
violations.

A DHS spokeswoman said, 
“We’ve submitted everything 
we need to have this contract 
registered, and we’re confi-
dent this site is safe for resi-
dents.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) has expressed her 
opposition frequently. She 
welcomed the latest move by 
Stringer.

“Perhaps the third time 
will be the charm,” Meng said. 
“Perhaps the DHS and Samari-
tan Village will finally get the 
message that this is not the ap-
propriate site for a homeless 

shelter. As I have said, it is im-
perative that we address the 
needs of the homeless in our 
city. But those in the shelters 
deserve to be housed in a clean, 
safe and well-maintained en-
vironment, and that facility is 
not.” She added, “This location 
has been plagued with numer-
ous problems and poor condi-
tions that have not served the 
homeless well. In fact, it’s been 
a disservice to the homeless. I 
urge DHS to not resubmit its 
proposal for a fourth time. The 
agency should instead focus 
on finding a more suitable lo-
cation that can better address 
the needs of New York’s home-
less population.”

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), the chairman of the 

Senate Committee on Chil-
dren and Families, had scath-
ing remarks about the service 
provider.

“It is shameful that Sa-
maritan Village continues to 
push for a contract that is so 
glaringly in violation of city 
code,” Avella said. “Regard-
less of one’s socio-economic 
situation, an individual has 
the right to a clean and safe 
environment. Pan Am lacks 
kitchens, has unreliable hot 
water and is troubled by an ar-
ray of health and safety issues. 
The city should be allocating 
funds for homeless shelters 
that can cater to basic human 
needs rather than facilities 
that warehouse families.”

BY GABRIEL ROM

Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) and Sanitation 
Commissioner Kathryn Gar-
cia spent Tuesday afternoon 
with merchants along Liberty 
Avenue. 

Stopping in famous Sybil’s 
Bakery, Singh’s Roti Shop & 
Bar, and the Allstate Insur-
ance Company, the elected 
officials spoke with the small 
businesses about sidewalk 
maintenance, fielded ques-
tions and thanked them for 
keeping the heavily trafficked 
Liberty Avenue clean. 

“I am looking to our com-
munity’s local business own-
ers to show leadership on this 
issue,” said Wills. “They have 

a primary responsibility to ob-
serve our sanitation laws by 
engaging in practices that will 

enhance people’s awareness 
about proper trash disposal 

BY BILL PARRY

Planned Parenthood has 
opened its first health facil-
ity in Queens. 

The Diane L. Max Health 
Center opened its doors to pa-
tients for the first time Tues-
day at 21-41 45th Road in Long 
Island City, just steps from 
the No. 7 subway line’s Court 
Square station.

“This state-of-the-art fa-
cility completes Planned Par-
enthood of New York City’s 
dream of providing care 
in all five boroughs,” CEO 
Joan Malin said. ““We’re 
thrilled to be opening the 
doors of this beautiful new 
health center in the diverse 
and vibrant borough. Queens 
residents, and all New York-
ers, will now have increased 
access to high-quality, con-
fidential sexual and repro-
ductive health care services 
they need, regardless of their 
income or immigration sta-
tus.”

The 14,000-square-foot fa-
cility provides services, in-
cluding birth control, breast 
and cervical cancer screen-
ing, gynecological care, 
pregnancy testing, sexually 
transmitted infection testing 
and treatment, HIV testing 
and counseling, among other 
essential health care servic-
es. Abortion services will be 
added later this year.

The center will also of-
fer on-site health insurance 
enrollment through Medic-
aid and the New York State 
of Health marketplace. Of-
ficials expect the center to 
provide services to 17, 500 cli-
ents each year once it’s fully 
operational.

The Diane L. Max Health 
Center, named in honor of the 
organization’s chairwoman, 
had been expected to open in 
early June. “Like all licensed 

medical facilities, we needed 
to secure approvals by New 
York City and New York 
state,” spokeswoman Carrie 
Mumah said. “The entire ap-
proval process took slightly 
longer than expected.”

Planned Parenthood of-
ficials point to public health 
data that showed a glaring 
need for the new facility in 
Queens, where 14 percent of 
the population lives under 
the poverty line. The borough 
also has the highest rate of 
uninsured women and girls 
in the city and nearly 60 per-
cent of the pregnancies in the 
borough are unintended.

In addition, they say, 
many of the city’s most un-
derserved and vulnerable 
residents live in Queens. For 
example, in western Queens, 
rates of HIV, sexually trans-
mitted diseases, and teen 
pregnancies are among the 
highest in the city.

“For too many women and 
families, affordable, high-
quality health care remains 
out of reach,” Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said before a ribbon-
cutting ceremony for the cen-
ter last spring. 

“Planned Parenthood of 
New York City has a long his-
tory of ensuring that New 
Yorkers have access to health 
care no matter what. This 
new center will help tackle 
health disparities and con-
nect more New Yorkers to 
quality reproductive health 
care in their community.”

The center will be open 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and Thursday from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. The 30 staffers 
are bilingual, while inter-
pretation services, as well as 
translated materials for non-
English speaking clients, are 
available.

City Santitation Commissioner Kathryn Garcia  and Councilmember Ruben 
Wills tour businesses on Richmond Hill’s Liberty Avenue with a message 
about keeping the avenue clean.  Courtesy of Councilmember Wills

Planned Parenthood of New York City opens its first health center in 
Queens on 45th Road in Long Island City. Photo courtesy PPNYC

The city comptroller's office once again rejects a permanent contract to 
operate a homeless shelter at the Pan American hotel. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Planned Parenthood
opens center in LIC

Wills visits local merchants 

Pan Am shelter nixed
Bid for permanent contract rejected by Stringer again

Continued on Page 66
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BY BILL PARRY

Comedic actor Neil Pat-
rick Harris is trying to revive 
one of the great traditions of 
broadcast television, the com-
edy-variety show, and he’s do-
ing it before a live audience at 
the Kaufman Astoria Studios. 
The 10-episode “Best Time 
Ever with Neil Patrick Har-
ris” debuts in primetime on 
NBC Sept. 15.

The one-hour show, based 
on the British hit “Ant & Dec’s 
Saturday Night Takeaway,” 
will feature appearances by 
A-list stars, comedy skits, 
magic tricks, circus-type acts, 
mini game shows, musical 
performances and audience 
giveaways all pulled together 
by Harris. The former Doogie 
Howser has grown up to be a 
talented live show presenter, 
hosting the Tony Awards four 
times, the Primetime Emmy 
Awards twice and this year’s 
Academy Awards.

Live audience tapings be-
gin Sept. 9 at Kaufman Astoria 

Studios and they will continue 
into November. The first tap-
ing is already sold out.

“Best Time Ever” isn’t 
the only new addition at the 
studio. The Marx, Kaufman 
Astoria Studio’s first luxury 
condominium, hit the market 
last month. 

The seven-story condo 
at 34-32 35th St., alongside 
the studio complex, offers 33 
homes in a mix of one- to two-
bedrooms with prices under 
$1 million. A three-bedroom 
penthouse has not been priced. 
Construction is expected to be 
completed next year.

Named for the Marx Broth-
ers, who filmed “Animal 
Crackers” and “The Cocoa-
nuts” on the very spot dur-
ing the Depression, the condo 
becomes part of the Kaufman 
Arts District. The 24-block 
neighborhood surrounding the 
studio includes the Museum of 
the Moving Image, the Frank 
Sinatra School of the Arts pub-
lic high school and the Queens 
Council on the Arts.

“We’re thrilled to bring 
even more life to this thriving 
and historic neighborhood,” 
Kaufman Astoria Studios CEO 
Hal Rosenbluth said. “Hun-
dreds of professionals visit 
and work in our studios, and 

many have fallen in love with 
Astoria and all it offers. We’re 
delighted to offer homes at The 
Marx to our regular constitu-
ents and newcomers alike.”

The condominium has its 
sales office inside the stu-

dio complex where poten-
tial homebuyers can catch 
a glimpse of shows such as 
“Orange is the New Black,” 
and “Sesame Street”in pro-
duction.

Long Island City-based 
brokerage firm Modern Spac-
es sold 20 percent of the condo-
minium during its first week 
on the market. Buyers are 
drawn to the sleek open lay-
outs, hardwood floors, private 
terraces and high-end finish-
es, while many are drawn to 
the community itself.

“The Kaufman Arts Dis-
trict is an established, dynam-
ic neighborhood that gives 
people access to the best cre-
ative institutions the city has 

to offer,” Modern Spaces CEO 
Eric Benaim said. “Living at 
The Marx presents a unique 
opportunity to move into a 
vibrant Astoria neighborhood 
that is rich with amenities, 
dining and service retail to 
serve the families that have 
long called the area home.”

Neil Patrick Harris tapes his new variety show “Best Time Ever” 
before live audiences at the Kaufman Astoria Studios. 

Photo courtesy Neil Patrick Harris

New TV show and condo come to Kaufman
     ‘Best Time Ever’ with Neil Patrick Harris will tape before live audiences at Astoria studios

Congressman Joe Crowley | 14th Congressional District
Paid for by Crowley for Congress

Have a safe and happy  
Labor Day weekend!

District Offi ces:

On Labor Day, please join me in
recognizing and thanking the efforts

of our workforce in this great city.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15
Member of the Senate Labor, Civil Service & Pension Committees

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414

(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX
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We’re working later hours so you  
don’t have to!

Now, you can get a doctor’s appointment 
that fits around your schedule – right here 

in Jackson Heights

Jackson Heights Family Health Center hours:

Monday - Thursday 8 am - 8 pm 
Friday - Saturday 8 am - 4 pm

NewYork-Presbyterian/Queens is making it even more convenient 
for working parents and their families to get faster access to a higher 
level of primary care services – right here at our Jackson Heights 
Family Health Center.

We know how hard it is to coordinate doctors’ appointments 
around busy schedules. Jackson Heights Family Centers’ on-site 
physicians include specialists in family medicine, women’s health and 
pediatrics. So now, access to a higher level of primary and specialty 
care services is even more convenient, from preventative care and 
screenings to well-baby visits and immunizations. And it’s all right 
here in Queens. 

Jackson Heights Family Health Center is conveniently 

located at 73-15 Northern Blvd. Call (718) 424-2788 now 

to make an appointment that’s convenient for you  

and your family

All NewYork-Presbyterian/Queens insurances are accepted. 

nyp.org/queens
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New Yorkers know quality. That’s why more than one million New Yorkers 

choose Healthfirst for top-rated health plans in NYC and Long Island. 

Our plans offer the coverage and benefits you deserve, whatever your age 

or income. Let us help you find a plan that’s right for you.

Plans are offered by affiliates of Healthfirst, Inc.
©2015 HF Management Services, LLC.                NYCOR001782    INA15_77(b)

WELCOME TO 
NEW YORK 
QUALITY
HEALTH INSURANCE

WELCOME TO 
NEW YORK 
QUALITY
HEALTH INSURANCE

Call 1-844-HF-FOR-NY
www.HF4NY.org
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Thousands of young ten-
nis fans from the tri-state 
area gathered Saturday at 
Arthur Ashe Stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park for the annual Arthur 
Ashe Kids’ Day tennis event 
before opening day for the US 
Open. 

For more than 20 years, 
Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day has 
used the tennis arena in 
Flushing Meadows to offer 
free tennis lessons to chil-
dren and provide volley time 
with professional players.

The event is a celebration 
of the memory of legendary 
tennis player Arthur Ashe, 
who died of AIDS in 1993, and 
of his efforts to help young 
people through tennis. 

Last year the US Open at-
tracted over 700,000 attendees 
for the seventh time, with the 
final tally of 713,642 ranking 
as the fourth-highest in US 
Open history. 

“It’s an historic occasion 
for Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day, 
as we mark two decades of 
bringing the best in tennis 
and music together on a truly 
special day for families,” said 
Gordon Smith, USTA execu-
tive director and chief oper-
ating officer. 

The event offered a wide 
range of activities for chil-
dren of all ages to test their 
skills, practice with top ten-
nis pros, win prizes and en-
joy music in addition to face 
painting, a juggling work-
shop, hair beading and braid-
ing, storytelling and balloon 
artists. 

For Gracie Tavares from 
East Elmhurst, it was pass-
ing on a tradition to her two 
children. 

“I came here as a child and 

now my kids will start,” said 
Tavares, who had her 5-year-
old son Aidan and 7-year-old 
daughter Syann with her on 
the face painting line. “This 
is their first time here and 
I get to share their experi-
ence.”

Tavares lives near the sta-
dium and walked over with 
her two children.

 “As a kid for me, it was 
something different and 
awesome to experience,” she 
said.

Tennis greats who have 
appeared annually at Ar-
thur Ashe Kids Day include 
the Williams sisters, Venus 
and Serena; Roger Federer; 
Rafael Nadal; Andre Agassi; 
Andy Roddick; Novak Djok-
ovic; Kim Clijsters; and Anna 
Kournikova, who play to 
entertain the children and 
families and to raise money 
for charity. 

This year USTA concert 
featured  a star-studded line-
up for the milestone 20th an-
nual Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day 
concert featured live perfor-
mances from Rolling Stone 
Magazine’s list of  Artists 
You Need to Know Bea Mill-
er, “hip-pop” duo Kalin and 
Myles; Flo Rida protégé Nata-
lie La Rose; MTV’s  Artist 
to Watch  Jacob Whitesides, 
chart-topping pop-rock act 
American Authors and DJ 
Alex Angelo. 

USTA Foundation uses 
proceeds from Arthur Ashe 
Day to help fund the National 
Junior Tennis & Learning 
Network, a nationwide group 
of more than 500 nonprofit 
youth-development organi-
zations that provide free or 
low-cost tennis, education 
and life-skills programming 
to more than 225,000 children 
each year. 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

A record opening-day 
crowd descended on the Bil-
lie Jean King National Tennis 
Center for the start of the US 
Open.

The announced crowd of 
37,601 for the afternoon ses-
sion saw plenty of great tennis 
before a sellout crowd of 23,771 
filled Arthur Ashe Stadium 
Monday night.

The later group capped the 
day off with a musical perfor-
mance from Josh Grobin and 
Lena Hall, in addition to wins 
for Serena Williams and Ra-
fael Nadal. Vanessa Williams 
sang the national anthem af-
ter Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
Billie Jean King addressed the 
crowd. 

The extra people on the 
grounds were noticeable to reg-
ulars at the event, and in their 
minds it didn’t enhance the ex-
perience. Former Bayside resi-
dent Joan Lagervais, who has 
been coming since 1969 when 
the event was in Forest Hills, 
said a number of the lines for 
water fountains and the bath-
rooms were longer than in 
years past. Far Rockaway na-
tive Steven Arkow, who flew in 
from Los Angeles to attend as 
he has for 40 years, called it “a 
zoo” and “chaos.”  

Briarwood resident Derek 
Holley said he enjoyed watch-
ing the US Open qualifiers the 
week prior because of the easi-
er access to the courts. 

“That’s one of the great un-
sung New York events because 
you get to see real great tennis 
and enjoy this without feeling 
like you are in Times Square,” 
he said.

Not everyone was feeling 
cramped. 

Former Forest Hills native 
Homer Ramsey, who currently 
lives in Roslyn, thoroughly 
enjoyed his day with his wife 
Karen and two young kids 
Jake and Ava. To him the mass 
of people is what you expect 
when you come to Flushing. 
“It’s always crowded, but that 
is the Open,” Ramsey said.

Fans also got their first 
look at the structural im-
provements being made to the 
grounds along with new food 
items such as the Sweet Chili 
“Thaietnamese” food truck 
and Juice Press drink stand. 

The 5,000-ton retractable 
roof on Arthur Ashe Stadium 
is structurally complete with 

the finishing touches being 
put on after this US Open. Con-
struction is also underway on 
the new Grandstand court that 
is scheduled for completion in 
2016.

“With the construction of 
the Grandstand, we are build-
ing a larger stadium court that 
will seat over 8,000 patrons, 
while giving them a close-
to-the action feel at the same 
time,” said Brendan McIntyre, 
USTA Director of Corporate 
Communications. “Our goal 
with the entire transforma-
tion is to enhance all of the 
US Open’s visitors time at the 
USTA Billie Jean King Tennis 
Center.”

The new roof got mostly 
positive reviews, with fans 
calling it awesome and some-
thing that will add prestige 
to the event. Others said it 
changes the feel and sounds of 
matching at the stadium, now 
that is no longer a truly open-
air building. Williams could 

feel the change as well during 
her match with Vitalia Diatch-
enko that ended, 6-0, 2-0 after 
Diatchenko withdrew with an 
injury.  

“It’s different,” Williams 
said. “It feels more intimate, 
which is weird, but it does. It 
feels more private. It feels like 
a dome. I think that’s the best 
way to describe it.”

The roof overall is a wel-
come addition. 

“You have to have new 
things,” Jamaica resident Van-
essa Ganesh said. “Sometimes 
it is an inconvenience, but in 
the long run it is best.” 

Fans are hoping to see a 
long run from Williams. A 
title would make her the first 
player to claim the calendar 
slam since Steffi Graf in since 
1988 and claim her 22nd Major 
title. 

Williams got some help 
when Maria Sharapova had to 
withdraw from the event be-
cause of injury.

Kat Fredes from Long Island (l) flashes the photo she took on her cell 
phone with fan-friendly pop singer Bea Miller at courtside on Arthur 
Ashe Kids Day. Photo by Michael Shain

The new roof on Arthur Ashe stadium makes its debut this year, awaiting 
the finishing touches by next year's Open.  Photo by Michael Shain

US Open is in playKids come out for 
Arthur Ashe Day Record crowd attends fi rst day in Flushing Meadows
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BAYSIDE — A hanging victim was 
discovered early Wednesday morn-
ing on the Cross Island Parkway near 
Northern Boulevard.

A 57-year-old man was found uncon-
scious, hanging from a traffic advisory 
board on the side of the parkway, the 
NYPD said. When emergency respon-
sers arrived, the man was pronounced 
dead at the scene, but the police did not 
identify the victim by name.

The Medical Examiner could not be 
reached regarding the cause of death.

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718-657-1562  |  718-739-6768  |  718-526-3626

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Established 1993     Licensed by New York State Education Department

EZ PAYMENT

PLAN AVAILABLE!

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

POLICE 

Blotter
SPRINGFIELD GARDENS — A 22-

year old Laurelton man died Aug. 29 in 
a fatal motorcycle accident in Spring-
field Gardens, police said. 

Police said they responded to a 911 
call around 6:00 p.m. about the crash 
at 140th Avenue and Bedell Street in 
Springfield Gardens. 

Police found Stephen Salmon, from 
220th Place, unconscious and unrespon-
sive at the scene of the crash. Emergen-
cy medical services transported him 
to Jamaica Hospital Medical Center 
where he was pronounced dead. 

The operator of the motorcycle was 

not wearing a DOT-approved helmet, 
police said. 

A preliminary investigation re-
vealed that Salmon was travelling 
westbound on 140th Avenue, on a mo-
torcycle when he was struck by a Toy-
ota Highlander driven by a 45-year-old 
woman, traveling southbound on Be-
dell Street and making a left turn onto 
eastbound 140th Avenue, according to 
the the NYPD Collision Investigation 
Squad.

Police said there are no arrests at 
this time and the investigation is ongo-
ing.

A man was found hanging from a traffic ad-
visory sign off the Cross Island Expressway 
at Northern Boulevard.  Photo by Michael Shain

Auto crash kills young Laurelton man on bike

RICHMOND HILL — Two NYPD 
employees were arrested within the 
confines of the 102nd Precinct. 

On Sunday, Aug. 30, Jasmine Jones, 
a 26 year-old female NYPD traffic 

agent was charged with assault and 
Travis Ware, a 26-year-old female 
NYPD traffic agent was charged with 
obstructing governmental adminis-
tration, police said.

Traffic agents arrested on range of charges

LONG ISLAND CITY — A police of-
ficer from the 108th Precinct has been 
charged with insurance fraud, perjury 
and other crimes in connection with 
the disappearance of his 2010 Acura, 
which he reported stolen and was found 
burning in Jersey City in Aug. 2014.

Woodside resident Madalin Nicu-
lae, 28, was suspended by the NYPD fol-
lowing his arrest last Thursday and he 
faces up to seven years in prison. “As 
a member of the police department, 
the defendant was sworn to uphold the 
law,” Queens DA Richard Brown said. 
“Instead he allegedly chose to commit 
insurance fraud for his own personal 
gain.”

In statements, depositions and re-
ports filed with the NYPD and his in-
surance carrier, GEICO, it is alleged 
that Niculae provided similar false in-

formation as to the true circumstances 
surrounding the disappearance of his 
car. Phone records and call details for 
Niculae’s cell phone indicated that the 
phone was in Jersey City, in the vicin-
ity where his car was set ablaze, ac-
cording to the Queens DA.

Niculae told investigators that he 
had left the car in Jersey City in the 
hopes that it would be stolen, because 
he couldn’t afford it. When he returned 
the following day with another indi-
vidual the car was still there. The un-
named individual allegedly offered to 
burn the vehicle.

Niculae was also arraigned in New 
Jersey on a charge of second-degree 
arson relating to the burning of the 
Acura. He faces up to five to ten years 
in prison if convicted.

LIC cop is charged with insurance fraud

Hanging victim is discovered in Bayside
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STEVEN MAGLIO
& HIS QUARTET

Not Just
Sinatra
A combination of Sinatra signature songs and some great classics!

PRESENTS

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

Sinatra Night
Scavello’s On the Island Banquet Hall

on Friday October 2nd, from 8PM to 12AM
$75 per person includes a four-course sit-down dinner

TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW. BOOK EARLY FOR BEST SEATING!

Call 718-885-2570
to make your reservations today!
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In the last month Queens has lost two voices of 
conscience—men who spoke out fearlessly about the 
importance of community and the sanctity of the 
borough.

Kenneth Kowald, a longtime columnist for the 
TimesLedger, brought his penetrating intelligence 
and keen eye to pieces about green spaces in Queens, 
endangered architecture and those annoying mis-
steps by our elected officials.

Kowald, who had lived in Richmond Hill for many 
years before moving to Nassau, died Aug. 12 at age 88.

Less than a week later Frank Skala, a determined 
activist who passionately guarded the interests of 
his Bayside neighborhood, died Aug. 17. He was 78.

A well-known figure on Bell Boulevard, Skala of-
ten appeared in our newsroom in sweat shirts bearing 
long letters to the editor about zoning violations, the 
parking crunch and what he contended were mindless 
proposals to relocate the Bayside post office.

A fixture on Community Board 11 for years, the 
outspoken Skala pooh-poohed a DOT plan to create a 
slow zone in part of Bayside as “a hoax.”

“When you see a cop pull over one person going 
more than 25 mph, let me know,” he said.

Kowald confined his activism to his pen, which 
he used to write elegant columns about defending 
Queens cultural institutions, such as the library sys-
tem, and a tongue-in-cheek proposal to hold public 
executions at Citi Field. Well into his 80s, he began 
writing a blog called “No Holds Barred” for the pa-
per’s website in which he mused about the separa-
tion of what he called faith and state because church 
connoted only one religious group.

Until his health deteriorated, Skala rarely backed 
down from a good fight: He contended construction at 
St. Mary’s Hospital for Children had created a danger-
ous intersection and called Bayside HS’s installation 
of an LED sign outside as a “bait and switch” tactic af-
ter he had given the money for a plain white sign.

Both men cared deeply about Queens and the in-
stitutions that shaped the borough.

Kowald often invoked historical references, say-
ing we had much to learn from Ben Franklin, whom 
he had discovered as a student.

In a column on his favorite cause, he wrote: “We 
are a great city. In my jingoistic view, the greatest in 
the universe. Let’s show it in our greenspaces.”

 Skala preferred the barricades—the community 
board meeting, the occasional protest, his civic’s 
candidate debates—for his activism.

“Dad always wanted Page 1 in the Bayside Times,” 
his daughter told us after seeing his obituary. He 
earned it.

VOICES TO REMEMBER

Employee gives the city a good name
One recent evening at approxi-

mately 5:15 p.m., I heard a chain 
saw outside my home on 58th Ave-
nue. I went out to see a young man 
chopping down branches from a 
dead tree on the mall which had 
been dropping large dead branch-
es onto the street for weeks. This 
young fellow, by himself, on the 
mall was trimming the dead tree 
so that the large branches would 
no longer be falling into the street 
and causing hazards to cars pass-
ing. I could only envision a car 
careening off a piece of wood and 
hitting a child going to school 
this fall.

I asked the man who he was 
and he identified himself as Joe 
Block, the local Parks Depart-
ment manager. He said that he 
works with the local community 

board and the Bayside Hills Civic 
Association. I commended him on 
his great work and he then moved 
his truck to the area of the wood-
en debris and by himself loaded 
the dead wood into the back of his 
Parks Department pick-up truck.

Joe was very modest and told 
me that he enjoyed his job and 
being of service. He asked me if 
there was any other work that I 
knew about. I pointed to the two 
stop signs at 214th Street and 58th 
Avenue which were blocked by 
tree limbs and leaves. He neatly 
trimmed the nearby trees so 
that drivers can clearly see the 
stop signs when coming across 
58th Avenue. The signs were so 
blocked that drivers frequently 
slammed their brakes when they 
could finally see the signs.

Again, this was a great safety 
item for the children using this 
intersection when school starts. 
The school crossing guard was 
always complaining about the 
tree limbs blocking the sign but 
nobody did anything.

Normally we think negatively 
of city employees, but Joe chang-
es that notion. He was energetic, 
cheerful and eager to do the right 
thing. He is a tribute to the city 
which employs him and bright 
star to the Parks Department.

Please note it was 5:15 p.m.—
when most city employees are on 
the way home and he did physi-
cal work in cutting and carrying 
dead wood to his truck. Amazing!

Jerry Whitmore
Bayside
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The GOP continues to 
say “body parts” are being 
sold by Planned Parenthood. 
What we’re dealing with is 
fetal tissue—which has been 
very valuable in solving 
medical problems such as 
AIDS, muscular dystrophy 
and Parkinson’s disease. The 
1954 Nobel Prize went to John 
Franklin Enders, Thomas 
Huckle Weller and Frederick 
Chapman Robbins “for their 
discovery of the ability of po-
liomyelitis viruses to grow in 
cultures of various types of 
tissue.” That’s right, tissue 
experimentation helped cure 
polio!

Even though the Planned 
Parenthood videos have been 
proven to be edited fakes, 
House Republicans are mov-
ing forward with a vote to 
defund the organization. The 
real reason? It has become 
the popular way of trying to 
attract a “certain base” of 
voters to a Republican candi-
date’s election. And it is truly 
political demagoguery of the 

worst kind.
Caught in the crossfire are 

real women who are losing 
their access to vital reproduc-
tive healthcare in this coun-
try. Texas already defunded 
Planned Parenthood and as a 
result approximately 180,000 
women lost the only access to 
healthcare they had. I’m not 
talking about abortions. I’m 
talking about family plan-
ning, reproductive health-
care, cancer screenings, etc.

Recently Jeb Bush said, “I 
don’t think Planned Parent-
hood should get a penny be-
cause they’re not actually do-
ing women’s health issues.” 
Only 3 percent of Planned 
Parenthood’s work involves 
abortion. And none of the 
funding pays for abortions. 
The federal government pro-
hibits it.

What’s next on the agenda 
for the GOP? Emails. Really? 
Emails? Give me a break.

Robert LaRosa
Whitestone

READERS WRITE

If I were to describe the 
Willets Point matter (“Wil-
lets Revisited”—Aug. 28 edito-
rial) as a municipal absurdity 
of unparalleled proportions, 
I would be overly generous. 
The basis of former Mayor 
Bloomberg’s decision to re-
move over 200 small busi-
nesses with over 1,000 of 
their employees from Willets 
Point, was that the area was 
a blight. 

To the extent it was a blight, 
the mayor ignored the fact 
that the city caused it. Willets 
Point owners paid real estate 
and other taxes even though 
the city grossly failed in its 
duty to take care of the infra-
structure. It was the height of 
chutzpah to seek to deprive 
over 1,000 men and women of 
their livelihood rather than 

curing the defects caused by 
the city’s malfeasance.

Notwithstanding the 
above, in accordance with due 
process the 2008 Willets Point 
plan was adopted. It made no 
mention of a shopping mall in 
the Citi Field parking lot and 
one of the linchpin aspects of 
the plan was that it would in-
clude affordable housing. De-
spite promising Community 
Board 7 it would have input 
in the developer selection pro-
cess, Bloomberg reneged and 
handed the plan to the Mets 
ball club’s affiliates Related 
Companies and Sterling Equi-
ties, which thereafter made it 
clear that we were no longer 
dealing with a Willets Point 
plan as envisioned in 2008, 
but instead with a 1.4-million-
square-foot shopping mall at 

the Citi Field parking lot.
To accomplish that, the 

developers made the absurd 
claim they could not proceed 
with the the 2008 plan unless 
they first constructed the 
huge shopping mall at Citi 
Field. It was obvious all the 
developers cared about was a 
mall and not Willets Point. 

They insisted there be in-
cluded in the deal the right 
to postpone construction 
of affordable housing until 
2015—some seven years after 
approval of the 2008 plan. To 
add insult to injury, the de-
velopers also had the right to 
walk away from constructing 
affordable housing by forfeit-
ing $35 million, an amount 
which to these billionaires 
is akin to the tip we give the 
youngster who delivers our 

groceries, and walk away.
The answer to this ab-

surdity is clear and simple. 
Since Related Companies and 
Sterling Equities were only 
interested in a mall, other de-
velopers should be invited to 
submit bids to accomplish the 
2008 plan. Given the monetary 
sweetheart deal the city was 
giving to Related and Sterling 
Equities, I believe other devel-
opers would be eager to do the 
job without a mall.

It must be noted downtown 
Flushing and College Point 
are saturated with shopping 
areas. While we may need 
more affordable housing, we 
do not need more shopping ar-
eas. If the de Blasio adminis-
tration is so concerned about 
the lack of affordable housing, 
it does not need real estate de-

velopers. The city itself has 
the wherewithal to convert 
the area into public or sub-
sidized housing—something 
that was done in other parts 
of the city by previous admin-
istrations.

While I opposed the de-
struction of the many small 
businesses in Willets Point, 
the 2008 plan was adopted and 
unless altered by a new plan, 
it is still in effect. In that case. 
public or subsidized housing 
would be a sound resolution 
to Willets Point.

Mayor de Blasio has an 
opportunity to step up to the 
plate and hit a home run.

Benjamjn M. Haber
Flushing

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

A phony controversy

Willets Point is a lesson in absurdity

TAKING A SWING AT THE FUTURE

The next generation of tennis players gets a chance to work out on the courts where the big guys play 
during the US Open. That's what Arthur Ashe Kids Day, staged every year just before the Open starts, is 
about.  Photo by Michael Shain



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 4—10, 201514    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

COLUMNS

Parents of special needs 
children have to be aware of 
the needs of their child. They 
must press school officials 
aggressively to have these 
needs addressed. Since special 
education costs are very high, 
due to the specialized services 
each student needs, our school 
system tries to cut costs. Of-
ten programs are only given 
enough money for some chil-
dren but not for all.

When a parent requests 
his/her child be evaluated, 
each evaluation must be dis-
cussed with the parent. No de-
termination is to be accepted 
without the parent’s consent. 

Each section of the evaluation 
must be explained to the par-
ents. After this, an Individual 
Educational Plan is prepared 
for the child.

Some students may have 
to be in a special class of six 
or eight which means there 
are six or eight students with 
a teacher and at least one 
paraprofessional. Sometimes 
the DOE puts one or two or 
three special needs students 
in a regular class with one 
teacher and perhaps one aide 
or perhaps no aide. Still other 
children are placed in classes 
with general education stu-
dents. Above all, the child is 
placed in the least restrictive 
environment as per the law.

A parent must make sure 
his/her child gets the ap-
propriate services. It is often 
wise to bring an advocate to 
the final meeting. Since these 
services are very expensive, 
the school system would like 

to save as much money as pos-
sible. Regretfully, sometimes 
the federal or state govern-
ments don’t provide enough 
money for educational needs.

How many parents of spe-
cial needs children know that 
there are programs for their 
children after school? When 
the Department of Education 
opened after-school programs 
for working parents last fall, 
special needs children were 
not included. When a program 
was found for one child, the 
supervisor explained that this 
was only for special needs chil-
dren on a Medicaid Waiver. 
When asked if there was a fee, 
the child’s parent was told that 
only those children on Medic-
aid Waivers were enrolled.

So began almost a one-year 
quest for the waiver. This be-
gan in October 2014. With the 
help of Congresswoman Grace 
Meng’s office, a proper birth 
certificate was obtained. Coun-

cilman Mark Weprin’s Office 
and Assemblyman David We-
prin’s Office helped. The fam-
ily was then called by Amanda 
Schneider from the office of 
New York Families for Autis-
tic Children, who found the ap-
plication in a computer. It was 
now 2015. There were many 
trips to Howard Beach, where 
the provider was located.

By June 2015 the Medic-
aid Waiver was complete. The 
child was now eligible for the 
after-school program in a fa-
cility in Eastern Queens. How-
ever, when the parent went to 
register the child, she was told 
that there were no more waiv-
er spots available because the 
state removed the funds. The 
family would have to pay for 
the after-school program out 
of pocket.

It is now September 2015 
and the family is where it was 
last October except there is 
a spot in an after-school pro-

gram for the second-grader. 
This is not the way families 
with special needs children 
should be treated.

GOOD AND BAD NEWS 

OF THE WEEK: Our crimi-
nal justice system operates 
jails to incarcerate those who 
have committed a crime and 
are dangerous to society. This 
is good, but people are realiz-
ing that too many people are 
in jail when they should not be 
there. It seems that 95 percent 
of the people in the federal 
prison system have committed 
non-violent crimes. This costs 
us about $70 billion a year. It is 
estimated that 80 percent to 90 
percent of inner-city crime is 
related to drugs. What are the 
results of the war on drugs? 
How much more good would 
the money we spend on this 
effort help people if we spent it 
on education? Why have com-
munities privatized prisons? 
Who is making this money? 

Special needs kids require parents who are advocates

New book teaches good, old-fashioned history 

You get up in the morning 
and walk out the door clad 
in history. Every item you’re 
wearing owes a debt to the 
genius of yesteryear, just as 
surely as Elvis owes a debt to 
Muddy Waters, and vegans 
owe a debt to vegetarians. 

The problem is, it’s hard 
to see how the flappers of the 
1920s influenced the hippies of 
the ’60s, or who bequeathed us 
the skinny jeans of today, until 
you take a look at the sweep of 
fashion history. That’s exactly 
what Daniel James Cole and 
Nancy Deihl do in their new 
book, “The History of Modern 
Fashion.” 

“Fashion always interlocks 
with culture,” says Deihl, di-
rector of the master’s program 
in costume studies at New York 
University. For instance, adds 
Cole, who also teaches fashion 

history at both the university 
and the Fashion Institute of 
Technology, just look at the 
jeans you’re probably wearing 
right now. (I am!)

Denim is a uniform for 
many of us today, but most 
likely it was first used in Eu-
rope as a boat covering, says 
Cole. The word denim comes 
from “de Nimes”—French for 
“from the town of Niemes.”

It was those classy Italians 
in Genoa who turned the boat 
cloth into pants. The word 
“jeans” sounds like “Genes,” 
the French word for Genoa.

While Levi Strauss is often 
given credit for inventing the 
iconic pants—which it seems 
he didn’t—“he was still a ge-
nius,” says Cole. That’s because 
Strauss realized jeans were the 
perfect thing to make and mar-
ket in 1849 San Francisco, the 
epicenter of the gold rush.

The miners there spent a 
lot of their time knee-deep in 
the river, panning for gold nug-
gets. The woolen pants they 
were wearing rotted when wet. 
Denim, a strong cotton weave, 
did not. It could handle mud, 
water and a lot of wear.

And it still can. That’s one 

of the reasons jeans are still 
around. “You can buy Levis 
today that are essentially the 
same design as the 1850s,” says 
Cole.

You can also buy jeans that 
are very different.

For their book, six years 
in the making, Cole and Deihl 
pored over images from every 
era. In a 1920s magazine they 
found an ad for denim garden-
ing overalls in pastel colors for 
women. Bingo! That’s when 
denim leapt the gender bar-
rier.

By the 1950s, movies star-
ring brooding young men 
showed those men brooding in 
blue jeans. Marlon Brando in 
“A Streetcar Named Desire” 
and James Dean in “Rebel 
Without a Cause” wore jeans 
tighter than you’d want to 
wear if, say, you were panning 
for gold. But they were perfect 
for making audiences swoon.

Pretty soon if you wanted 
to look young and sexy, you, 
too, were wearing jeans, rebel-
ling against the establishment 
by refusing to wear neatly 
pressed pants or dresses. The 
first Gap store opened in 1969, 
its name a salute to the chasm 

between the generations. Jeans 
were the Gap’s specialty. 

By the disco era, the design-
er world caught on and gave us 
jeans by Calvin Klein, Gloria 
Vanderbilt, and Yves Saint 
Laurent. Now jeans could be 
fancy. 

Those who think deeper 
about fashion than the rest of 
us have realized clothes pro-
vide three things: utility, sta-
tus, and seduction. Jeans do 
all three. No wonder they’re 
still so popular.

But, of course, they’re 
not the only fashion item out 
there. The book takes readers 
on a beautifully documented 
romp from the 1850s through 
today, with stops at every de-
cade, from  the Gibson Girl  to 
Kim Kardashian.

Each era introduced some 
new idea of beauty. In the early 
1900s, says Deihl, the perfect 
figure was the hour glass, with 
a bust and butt almost cartoon-
ishly pillowy. Garments were 
lined with padding and ruffles 
to make slim figures look full. 
As for legs, who cared? No one 
saw them.   

Screeech! By the 1920s, 
the female ideal was the exact 

opposite—flat flappers were 
dancing in knee-baring skirts. 
“Suddenly your legs were on 
display,” says Deihl. “That 
was kind of traumatic for peo-
ple.” Maybe not for the guys, 
but gals had to figure out how 
to display a body part they’d 
never bothered with before.

And it hasn’t gotten any eas-
ier. The ’30s demanded curves 
again, and World War II give 
us broad-shouldered broads as 
they took on the jobs the men-
folk left behind. The ’50s saw 
a lot of matchy-matchy perfec-
tion. And then came the ’60s 
as almost an echo of the ’20s—
another rebellion against the 
old guard, complete with even 
shorter skirts (and more leg for 
ladies to worry about present-
ing).

The hip-hop revolution of 
the ’80s gave us tracksuits as 
fashion, major jewelry for men 
and our current obsession 
with sneakers. 

Today, says Deihl, fashion 
is busy mining the past for the 
next big thing. 

Seems like it always has. 
Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 

speaker and founder of the book 
and blog  Free-Range Kids . 

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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How many miles to 
 Brooklyn? / Three score min-
utes and 10 — / Can I get there 
by candlelight? / Yes, and back 
there again…

Like a young Joan Didion 
or a middle-aged Woody Allen, 
I have had an enduring love 
affair with my birthplace—
Manhattan, particularly its 
West Side.

In the raffish 1970s, when 
Columbus Avenue was home 
to street gangs in the days 
before alfresco dining, I went 
to elementary school on the 
same block where the iconic 
movie “Death Wish” was 
filmed. I walked the pock-
marked streets of West End 
Avenue looking carefully over 
my shoulder to ward off any 
sketchy followers. 

It was the era of Koch, 
Breslin, “Son of Sam” and the 
Miracle Mets—a collection of 
Runyonesque characters who 
put the fun into “Fun City.” 
There were blackouts, looting 
and the gilded streets of Fifth 
Avenue—all within three 
score and 10 blocks.

In the mid-1980s, back from 
college and the gorges of up-
state, I returned to my ’hood 
like Odysseus to Ithaka. It 
was time to get a graduate de-
gree in lower Harlem, on the 
un-pastoral urban campus of 
Columbia, just a stone’s throw 
from the mothership. Nights 
at the West End Gate or the 
gritty Times Square office of 
the New York Times, my early 
20s were a time of hope, inde-
pendence and roads less trav-
elled on my way to the land of 
marriage and children.

A cheap walkup popped 
up in the West Village, neigh-
borhoods away. I moved, a 
stranger in a strange land, but 
still in Manhattan, island of 
my dreams, the peninsula that 

saved my immigrant parents. 
How do you get to Perry 

Street? Is Jane Street west of 
the hookers in the meatpack-
ing district? Who moved my 
easy-to-understand grid of 
numbered streets and easy-to-
remember avenues?

The Village was a haven 
for nightlife, for the single and 
unencumbered. I could walk 
from the Battery to Chelsea 
with nary a stroller or a tod-
dler. The Village Gate, Comedy 
Cellar, the Back Fence—these 
were dens of iniquity for the 
thirsty and the rowdy. 

And just as the long days 
of summer gave way to the 
cool breezes of the fall, my 
late nights at the Lion’s Head 
gave way to the yearnings of 
procreation and it was back to 
the Upper West Side, the land 
of parks and kindergartens. It 
was the early 1990s and Man-
hattan was being Giuliani-
fied. Times Square became 
Disney-fied—no longer were 
peep shows the main attrac-
tion. 

On the Upper West Side, 
back near the parents, it was 
safe to extend the family’s 
bloodlines. In 1994, a miracu-
lous son was born, followed 
in quick order by two angelic 
little girls. Three was the new 
two. Everywhere you walked 
on the Upper West Side, you 
were tripping over little “mini-
mes.” Urban parenthood be-
came hip.

When the millennium 
changed and Y2K fizzled, 
I pondered the next phase. 
Apartment prices skyrock-
eted and trying to find a true 
three-bedroom wasn’t for the 
faint of wallet. But to the West 
Side I clung, converting two 
bedrooms with an alcove into 
a highly efficient living space. 
I felt vindicated when friends 
who fled the city complained 
of long commutes and week-
ends shuttling around by car.

And then the towers came 
tumbling down and everyone—
parents, singles, seniors—
questioned whether staying 
in Manhattan wasn’t akin to 

playing Russian roulette. We 
held our breath and soldiered 
on—with a new awareness 
that the unattended package 
could spell doom or that our 
kids’ Hebrew school could be 
a target.

But as the years rolled by 
like clouds in a hazy sky, the 
kids grew up, mom and dad 
passed away, the big brother 
moved downtown and there 
were only ghosts and stale 
memories on the Upper West.

Now, on the other side of 
50, I am starting a new life—in 
Brooklyn Heights. As the Chi-
nese proverb says: fall seven 
times, get up eight times.

Crossing the river, to the 
land of Washington, Whitman 
and Mailer, I say, “Goodbye to 
all that.” My new life is orient-
ed downtown and in a gentler 
place like the Heights.

The West Side was the 
scene of the first 53 chapters. 
Now it’s time to write the next 
series of chapters in my new 
borough, my new home, the 
county of Kings.

COLUMNS

Goodbye to Manhattan, hello to Brooklyn Heights

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Several events commem-
orating Sept. 11, 2001 are 
planned in the borough begin-
ning next Friday.  

The day will mark 14 years 
since the series of attacks on 
U.S. soil sent shock waves 
across the country. Today, 
Sept. 11 still serves as a re-
minder of the greatest wound 
in recent American history.

The United Community 
Civic Association will hold its 
annual memorial candlelight 
ceremony on Thursday, Sept. 
10, at 7:30 p.m. at McManus 
Memorial Park on 81st Street.

A memorial Mass will take 
place at the Gate of Heaven 
Church, 103-12 101st St., in 
Ozone Park at 10 a.m. Friday, 
Sept. 11.

The Bayside Hills Civic 
Association will hold a memo-
rial observance at the Bayside 
Hills 9/11 Memorial Garden 
on Bell Boulevard near the 
Horace Harding Expressway 7 
p.m. that Friday.

A candlelight vigil is also 
slated for 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 
11, at Juniper Valley Park in 

Middle Village.
At 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, 

Sept. 13, a prayer and remem-
brance ceremony will take 
place at the Memorial Garden 
Forest Park Dry Harbor Play-
ground on Myrtle Avenue and 
80th Street.

Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) has planned his annual 
motorcade for Friday, Sept. 11, 
starting with a memorial at 10 
a.m. at the 9/11 Memorial Park 
at 154th Street and 26th Av-
enue in Flushing.

An aide to Avella said the 
procession would visit 27 sites 
in northeast Queens, but there 
would only be time for me-
morial services at a handful 
of them. The full details and 
times have not yet been re-
leased.

From the memorial park, 
the motorcade will proceed 
south on 154th Street to 32nd 
Avenue to make its way to the 
other 26 sites.

-Firefighter Michael J. Elf-
eris Street at the east side of 
130th Street and 25th Avenue.

-Firefighter Michael Haub 
Road at the northwest corner 
of 14th Road and 120th Street.

-Battalion Chief Lawrence 
T. Stack Street at the north-
west corner of 11th Avenue 
and 123rd Street.

-Thomas J. Shubert Avenue 

9-11-01 at the intersection of 
11th Avenue and 127th Street.

-PFC James E. Prevete Av-
enue at the northeast corner of 
147th Place and 5th Avenue.

-Firefighter Michael Carlo 
Avenue at the northwest cor-
ner of 149th Street and 8th Av-
enue.

-Firefighter Thomas A. 
Casoria Way at the southwest 
corner of 22nd Avenue and 
150th Street.

-Charles P. Lucania Way at 
the northeast corner of 25th 
Avenue and 149th Street.

-Firefighter Carl F. Asaro 
Way at the northwest corner 
of Willets Point Boulevard and 
147th Street.

-Dominick J. Berardi Way 
on 149th Street between 32nd 
and 33rd avenues.

-Firefighter Sergio Gabriel 
Villanueva Way at the north-
west corner of 149th Street and 
Northern Boulevard.

-Firefighter Michael J. 
Cawley Place at the northwest 
corner of Parsons Boulevard 
and Kalmia Avenue.

-Firefighter Scott M. Kopyt-
ko Triangle, which is the park 
at Oak and Quince avenues 
and 158th Street.

-Firefighter Thomas A. 
Gardner Street at the south-

Sen. Tony Avella installs several wreaths on street signs bearing the 
names of service men and women who helped in rescue and cleanup 
operations on Sept. 11, 2001, during his annual motorcade in memory of 
the attack.

Borough plans events to mark Sept. 11

The Sanctuary at Mount Lebanon
The only Indoor Jewish Community Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the   
All New Building for a limited time

 
Niche Space for Cremated Remains  

A Not-For-Profit Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Continued on Page 47
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Now Open!
MCU Rego Center Branch

61-35 Junction Blvd., Rego Park, NY 11374

Branch Hours:
9AM to 7PM, Mon. & Thurs.
9AM to 4PM, Tues., Wed. & Fri.
9AM to 2PM Saturday

Tech-Savvy Retail
Banking Tools:
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The MCU Rego Center Branch is just 
��������	�	�������������������"#�
Queens Branch at 90-15 Queens Blvd.

Mass transit to Rego Park Center:
Subway: M & R trains to Rego Park; Bus Lines: Q38, Q60, Q72, Q88, QM11 & QM18

Equal Housing Opportunity.
Federally insured by NCUA.
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BY BILL PARRY
 
One week after the city 

opened a new shelter for home-
less families in East Elmhurst, 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz announced a drive that 
will collect backpacks and 
school supplies for the chil-
dren who live there and at 
other shelters in Queens and 
around the city. 

Dubbed “Project: Back to 
School,” it is an annual initia-
tive organized by the Coalition 
for the Homeless.

The Department of Home-
less Services moved 40 fami-
lies into The Landing, for-
merly known as the Clarion, 
an emergency shelter officials 
say was needed following a 20 
percent increase in homeless 
families entering the system 
since June. All 169 units will 
be filled with some of the 5,750 
families that have entered the 
family shelter intake center in 
the last two months.

“About 87,000 New York 
City kids live in homeless 

shelters or temporary hous-
ing and not a single school 
district is spared,” Katz said. 
“Every child deserves a strong 
start to the school year with 
proper supplies just like their 
fellow peers. We urge Queens 
residents to donate generously 
toward this drive and encour-
age all residents to take advan-
tage of various complimen-
tary back-to-school giveaways 
throughout the borough in the 
coming weeks.”

Katz’s office is accepting 
backpack and school supply 
donations until Sept. 18 in a 
drop-off box placed in the lob-
by of Queens Borough Hall at 
120-55 Queens Blvd. Donations 
are anonymous and are not 
tax-deductible.

In addition to backpacks, 
Coalition for the Homeless 
says supplies that are needed 
include No. 2 pencils, compo-
sition books, pocket folders, 
calculators, one-inch binders 
and colored pencils. Borough 
Hall is the only location where 
“Project: Back to School” do-

nations are collected this year 
and it is easily reached on the 
E or F subway line at the Kew 
Gardens-Union Turnpike sta-
tion.

“School kids living in 
homeless shelters must con-
tend with unimaginable levels 
of stress and hardship and are 
at a tremendous disadvantage 
when trying to keep up with 
their housed peers in class,” 
Coalition for the Homeless 
Executive Director Dave Giff-
en said. “With nearly 24,000 
children sleeping in homeless 
shelters tonight, it is so impor-
tant that we do all we can to 
help these young kids achieve 
academically.”

Meanwhile, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio has authorized a new 
emergency measure to provide 
rental assistance to homeless 
adults. The new Special Exit 
and Prevention Supplement 
is a $10 million initiative that 
will give subsidies to tenants 
facing eviction, domestic vio-
lence survivors timing out of 
shelters, veterans and recov-
ering addicts discharged from 
treatment.

“We’ve moved nearly 15,000 
individuals into permanent 
housing through our rental 

assistance programs, and this 
is a continuation of our ag-
gressive effort to both prevent 
homelessness and move New 
Yorkers from shelters into per-
manent housing,” spokeswom-
an Ishanee Parikh said. 

The subsidies will allow re-
cipients to rent private apart-
ments long term. The woman 
behind the measure, Deputy 
Mayor for Health and Human 
Services Lilliam Barrios-Pao-
li, will depart City Hall at the 
end of September, leaving her 
$222,000-a-year post for an un-
paid position as Chairwoman 
of the Board of Health and 
Hospitals Corporation.

De Blasio called Barrios-
Paoli “an extraordinary pub-
lic servant,” who served under 
four mayors. She becomes the 
highest-ranking official to re-
sign during his 20 months in 
office.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Borough President Melinda Katz 
urges Queens residents to donate 
backpacks and school supplies 
for homeless children. 

Photo by Michael Shain

BP Katz accepts donations for homeless kids
Mayor de Blasio authorizes emergency measure as crisis deepens and top deputy resigns

Monies raised by the 2015 Run will be donated to the Community Mayors and the Christopher Santora Scholarship Fund.

Remember Me Run at  St. Michaels
“Come Run, Walk or Stroll with us 

as we join with Community Mayors and 
The Christopher Santora Scholarship Fund”

Community Mayors serves the needs of over 50,000
special needs children every year.

The Christopher Santora Scholarship Fund will Award scholarships to the children

of the fallen & ill of the First Responders of 9/11 who worked on the “pile.” 

Application online at www.christophersantora.com.

Registration Available Online at: www.stmichaelscemetery.com or By Mail

72-02 Astoria Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY 11370
For information contact: Ed Horn at 718-278-3240

Memorial Service to REMEMBER the First Responders of 9/11 will follow.

Saturday, September 12th at 2:00pm
Fee: Participants $25  Children 10 & under FREE

REGISTRATION AT 1PM  REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED
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LET’S MAKE A DEAL!
30% OFFUP

TO

“OVERSTOCKED”
QUALITY. VALUE. VARIETY. SERVICE.

We have relocated!

Please visit our Jericho 
location just 2 miles 

east of Glen Cove Rd.

New Hyde Park Customers

Privacy PVC

1-800-BUY-FENCE

Visit Us Online At www.Amendolas.com
Residential & Commercial Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The
Baldwin Area

(516) 223-9556

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

Aluminum Arbor Two Tone Cedar  PVC

Custom WoodFree 
“At Home”

Estimates on
New Projects†

eaeaodoodododd eeeeeeeVisit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

**Up to 30% off of qualified installed fencing only.  Some styles excluded.  See store for details. Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases. Valid on new installations only.  Financing 
available on approved credit.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or 

typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

**

ALL STORES CLOSED ON LABOR DAY MONDAY

Electricity is important. And to help you use it wisely, 
we offer over a hundred tips to use less power. As 
well as energy calculators that estimate what 
those tips can save you. Visit conEd.com/WaysToSave 
for details.
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BY GABRIEL ROM

A system used in the con-
struction industry called 
“design-build” and widely con-
sidered a success in Queens 
as part of the Kosciuszko 
Bridge project is being closely 
watched by city officials, orga-
nized labor and the construc-
tion industry.

In July, Swedish construc-
tion giant Skanska was award-
ed a $255 million design-build 
contract with the state Depart-
ment of Transportation for the 
partial reconstruction of the 
Kosciuszko Bridge. The project 
was considered an ideal candi-
date for design-build, which 
combines the design and the 
construction phases of a proj-
ect and bundles them into a 
single contract. City agencies, 
however, have been unable to 
use design-build projects be-
cause of political wrangling in 
Albany.

“The Kosciuszko Bridge is 
a design-build success story,” 
said Richard Anderson, presi-
dent of the New York Build-
ing Congress. State DOT con-
tends that design-build could 

shave over three  years off 
the Kosciuszko Bridge’s ex-
pected completion date. The 
first phase of the project will 
be completed by early 2017, 
saving three or more years 
and the cost of maintenance 
and repairs for the existing 
bridge. Originally scheduled 
to go out to bid in early 2021, 
the second phase of the project 
has also been expedited and is 
now planned for late 2017.  

“Unfortunately, other proj-
ects in Queens and throughout 
the city are being penalized,” 
Anderson added. “There are 
some real unfortunate cir-
cumstances around the state 
legislative debate.”

After the authorization of 
design-build procurement for 
some state projects expired 
in December 2014, unions at-
tempted to attach language 
mandating project labor agree-
ments for any design-build re-
newal throughout the state, but 
contractors balked at the bill’s 
updated terms, which would 
have required all design-build 
jobs to be unionized. 

In December 2014, Susan 
Kent, president of the Public 

Employees Federation, told 
an Assembly hearing that she 
would welcome the program’s 
imminent demise, saying it 
was “really some sort of a 
sham to really get money into 
mega-corporations’ pockets,” 
according to a report in Capi-
tal New York. 

A representative for the 
Public Employees Federation 
could not be reached for com-
ment.

 The expansion of the pro-
gram died on the state legisla-
ture floor, leaving the city in 
the lurch and in 2014, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo extended design-
build authority for the state, 
but without the expansion that 
many in the city wanted. Two 
bills currently are on the state 
legislature floor in Albany 
that would authorize design-
build projects for a number of 
city agencies.

 “The Kosciuszko Bridge 
project is a good example of 
the time and cost savings and 
innovation that the city would 
also benefit from if it received 
authority to use design-build,” 
said a city DOT spokesman.

“Utilizing design-build 
will upgrade our vital infra-
structure in a way that expe-
dites the overall project and 
saves taxpayer dollars,” said 
Cuomo (D-New York) in a May 
statement about the Kosciusz-
ko Bridge project. 

Over the past few decades, 
New York state has seen in-
creased, yet limited use and 
acceptance of design-build 

legislation. 
“There is no reason that 

given the state’s infrastruc-
ture needs, that design-build 
should not be in the tool kit, for 
city, state and public authority 
agencies,” said Maria Doulis, 
vice president of the Citizens 
Budget Commission. 

.
Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 

by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

An illustration of the completed Kosciuszko Bridge. Courtesy of NYS DOT

K-Bridge project uses new design system

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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Obesity can lead to 

several health problems

Diabetes, heart disease and 
hypertension are a few of 
the health risks that can 
result from being severely 

overweight. Bariatric surgery is an effective 
and sometimes only option proven to 
reduce the risks of these conditions.

If you are determined to improve 

or regain your health - The 

experts at Flushing Hospital 

Bariatric Services can help you 

to live free from obesity.

Our multi-disciplinary team 
of health care providers is 
compassionate and dedicated to helping you. 
We offer a variety of minimally invasive and 
robotic technologies to provide you with the 
best outcomes.

The Weight
Is Over!

Surgical procedures include:

Jeanese Barriteau
Bariatric Coordinator

Dr. Sanjeev Rajpal Dr. Paul Thodiyil

We Have a Level of 

Expertise You Can Trust

To learn more about the Bariatric Services at 
Flushing Hospital Medical Center, 

please call (718) 670-8908 or visit 
www.FlushingHospital.org/BariatricSurgery
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The curtain went up Wednesday 
on a whole new concept for Macy’s 
shoppers in Elmhurst. The retail gi-
ant opened Backstage at the Queens 
Place shopping center, located at 55th 
Avenue and Queens Boulevard, an out-
let offering deeply discounted designer 
brands.

“As a new business venture for 
Macy’s, we are ecstatic about our de-
but of Macy’s Backstage,” Senior Vice 
President Vanessa LeFebvre said. “It 
is exhilarating to create an exciting 
and entertaining destination for the 
customer who loves to shop and loves 
bargains even more. Macy’s Backstage 
is for the shopper who is always on 
the hunt for a deal, where time, conve-
nience and money are a commodity.”

The new store in Elmhurst is one of 
three to open with another three Ma-
cy’s Backstage locations scheduled to 
debut later in the fall. Under the direc-
tion of its own team of buyers, planners 
and merchandisers,  each store offers a 
wide selection of merchandise from the 
previous season, as well as merchan-
dise from new brands and internation-
ally recognized labels, all at exception-
ally great values, often between 20 to 
80 percent off original prices.

In addition to a wide range of men’s, 
women’s and children’s apparel, shoes 
and accessories, housewares and home 
textiles, Macy’s Backstage features an 
expanded assortment of home decor, 
bath and beauty products as well as 
toys, tech and gadgets.

Macy’s decision to get into the dis-
count outlet business is a strategic re-
sponse to its slower sales as shoppers 
increasingly buy online. Macy’s Back-
stage stores will accept Macy’s charge 
cards but Macy’s coupons will not be 
accepted.

City Council member Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) visited 
students at Maspeth High School just 
before the final tournament of the two-
week Queens Debate Institute summer 
camp.

“The community is so proud to have 
a first-class debate team right here at 
Maspeth High School, and I enjoy see-
ing the team share their talents with 
other youth in New York City,” Crow-
ley said. “Debate is used in so many 
everyday situations, and I’m pleased 
so many students are developing that 
skill so early in life.”

Crowley allocated $5,000 to the high 
school’s debate team from her 2015 bud-
get.

The Queens Debate Institute sum-

mer camp is a “two-week boot camp, 
teaching the fundamentals of debate 
and ending with a full debate tourna-
ment on the last day of camp,” accord-
ing to Erik Fogel, director of the New 
York City Urban Debate League. 

“Debate teaches every academic 
subject including current events, phi-
losophy, critical theory, economics, 
geography, political science—many 
subjects that students normally do not 
learn until college or graduate school. 
As a result, every study shows that stu-
dents that participate in debate have 
higher graduation rates, college ac-
ceptance rates, grades, test scores and 
every other academic indicator,” Fogel 
said.

—Gabriel Rom

Susan Browning, a Queens native 
and veteran health-care administrator 
for the North Shore-LIJ Health System, 
has been appointed executive director 
at Forest Hills Hospital.

She will replace Rita Mercieca, RN, 
who has been appointed regional ex-
ecutive director for the health system 
in Brooklyn.

In her new role, Browning will 
oversee day-to-day operations and 

strategic plans for the 300-bed hospital, 
which has more than 50,000 emergency 
department visits each year and pro-
vides extensive ambulatory services 
throughout Queens.

“My goals for Forest Hills are to fur-
ther build it, establishing it as a desti-
nation hospital for the Queens region 
and beyond,” Browning said.

— Gabriel Rom

Macy's opens a new discount store 
at the Queens Place shopping center 
on Queens Boulevard in Elmhurst. 

Photo by Bill Parry

New exec at Forest Hills Hospital

Crowley at Maspeth debate

Macy’s opens new store LET’S LEARN KOREAN 
AND VISIT SEOUL!
KOREAN LEVEL 1 CLASS OPEN  
(17 YEARS OLD AND OVER)

PLACE: KCS Center: 35-56 159 St, 
Flushing, NY, 11358
START: Sept 12, 2015 – Dec 5, 2015
TIME: 10 am – 12 noon  
(Saturdays only)
TUITION: $180 (Including e-textbook)
REGISTRATION: Starts Aug 15, 2015  

LECTURER: Prof, Nyo Chung at  
St. Johns University
BENEFIT: Have a chance to  
visit Seoul on 5/30 – 6/14/2016 with  
St. John’s students
CONTACT: 718-463-3107 
email: chungnyo@gmail.com

Sponsored by Hangul Seodang (Non-Profit)
www.kingkorean.org

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:

PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. FEDERBUSCH, DPM
Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics

65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

SATURDAY HOURS HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

718-366-FEET / 718-366-3338
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 4–10, 2015 23  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

�

 

�

 
CELEBRATING OVER 13 YEARS OF DANCE EXCELLENCE 

Visit us at NadiaDance.net 
Baybridge Commons Shopping Center 208-42 Cross Island Parkway, Bayside, NY 11360           (718) 279-3980 

Tap, Jazz, Ballet, Lyrical, Modern, Contemporary, Hip-Hop, All Boys Hip-Hop, Musical 
Theater, Acro, Creative Movement, Combo, Mommy & Me 

 
And the PLATINUM Winning NPAC Company!�

QUALITY 
PROFESSIONAL 

DANCE 
EDUCATION IN A 

STATE OF THE 
ART STUDIO 

 

OUR FALL SEASON STARTS SEPTEMBER 8TH!�
Registration

SEPTEMBER 8th - 30th     3PM-8PM

Call (718) 279-3980 FOR MORE INFORMATION

QUALITY
PROFESSIONAL

DANCE
EDUCATION

IN A
STATE OF
THE ART
STUDIO
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US Open spectators take center court

Top-seed Novak Djokovic shows fans his moves, during the Kids Days show, dancing with fitness-video star 
Shaun T and dancers. Photo by Michael Shain 

Hey, get that ball! Tennis star Roger Federer warms up on a side court in 
the early going of the tournament. Photo by Steve Vasquez

Homer Ramsey (r) of Forest Hills, with his wife Karen, children Jake and 
Ava, and friends, Anthony Zecharias, (former Bayside resident), his wife 
Jodi, and daughters Sophia and Emma, at the Open. Photo by Robert Cole

Cool sunglasses on Saul Vazquez as he roamed the plaza with brother
Roman outside the main stadium on Kids Day.  Photo by Steve Vazquez

Flashing a peace sign and four super smiles, these friends were down front for the show.  
Photo by Michael Shain

Pop singer Bea Miller gives two young fans the duck lips for their selfie, taken at center court just before the 
show starts for ESPN.  Photo by Michael Shain
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Transform harsh sun 
into beautiful light.
Silhouette® Window Shadings  

help you manage incoming light  

on long summer days. Diffuse 

harsh glare in-to a soft, gentle  

glow. Filter damaging UV rays, 

while preserving your view. Tilt  

the vanes from open to closed,  

and create your perfect light.  

Ask for details.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 7/18/15 – 9/14/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase 
of the product model set forth above in the quantity set forth above. If you purchase less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Offer excludes Nantucket™ 
Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds 
do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations 
may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 HunterDouglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

$100 REBATE WITH THE PURCHASE OF 2 SILHOUETTE WINDOW SHADINGS*
(Plus $50 rebate per additional unit)
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Reforming the taxation of 
New York City’s taxicab indus-
try could help fill the $2.6 bil-
lion gap that remains after the 
MTA requested money from 
the city and state for its five-
year capital plan, according to 
a report released by the Citi-
zens Budget Commission. 

As Uber, Lyft and other 
rideshare companies increase 
their share of taxi trips at the 
expense of yellow cab trips, 
which fell 11 percent from 2011 
to 2014, the report expects a 
coming “erosion” of MTA rev-
enues.

“MTA revenues will either 
plateau or decline, depending 
on how fast black car  services 
increase,” said Maria Doulis, 
vice president of the Citizens 
Budget Commission. “Given 
the changes in the industry, we 
wanted to know how we could 
tinker with theses taxes so the 
MTA can get a little more.”  

The MTA did not offer com-
ment

In 2010 New York levied a 

sales tax on black cars, with 
revenue split between the city, 
state and, to a nominal extent, 
the MTA. In order to solve the 
problem, the CBC proposes to 
reallocate revenue from that 
sales tax on black cars, giving 
the money exclusively to the 
MTA.

Riders would pay a rate of 
5.75 or 7.75 percent, giving the 
MTA between $100-164 million 
and $144-225 million, respec-
tively, making it far-and-away 
the most profitable—and po-
litically complicated—of the 
three policy suggestions listed 
in the report. If the MTA used 
that money as a basis for bor-
rowing, it would have enough 
to close the gap in the unfund-
ed portion for the MTA’s  capi-
tal repair plan. 

The plan outlined $29 bil-
lion in mass transit needs. 
Of this, the MTA identified 
a $13.2 billion funding need. 
With pledges from state and 
city leaders and budget reduc-
tions from the agency itself, 
the size of the unfunded part 
of the plan was reduced to $2.6 

billion. 
A spokesman for the may-

or’s office was cool on the 
plan. 

“The goal would be to 
keep everybody whole—the 
city and the MTA. We want to 
make sure that as this sector 
changes dramatically, we’re 

not cutting back the support 
it provides to the things New 
Yorkers rely upon: public tran-
sit, public safety, vital city 
services. We look forward to 
meeting with everyone in the 
sector to find the right path 
forward.” said Wiley Norvell, 
a spokesman for the mayor’s 

office. 
According to Doulis, the 

money would mean more 
much more for the MTA than 
for the state and city given 
that the state’s budget is $130 
billion, and the city’s is budget 
is $80 billion. A broad political 
consensus, she added, would 
still need to form.

The policy plan’s other op-
tions include applying a flat 
rate already used for taxicabs 
for black car trips as well, 
bringing in between $34 mil-
lion and $55 million by 2019. 
Another option would increase 
and expand the per-ride taxi-
cab tax, changing the flat-rate 
tax to a 4 percent rate on each 
fare . The change would bring 
in between $73 million and 
$117 million by 2019.

“There is a lot of discussion 
about how to fund the rest of 
the MTA capital plan, particu-
larly since the MTA has gotten 
aggressive about reducing the 
size and cost of the plan. There 
will be more discussion, and 
this is one of a series of op-
tions,” Doulis said.

Will a tax on Uber solve the MTA's budget woes? Photo by Michael Shain 

Taxi tax proposed to solve MTA funding woes
Assess ride-sharing companies like Uber and Lyft, give revenues to transit agency: CBC

 

THE HINDU TEMPLE SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICATHE HINDU TEMPLE SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICATHE HINDU TEMPLE SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA   
Šri Mahã Vallabha Ganapati Devasthãnam, NYŠri Mahã Vallabha Ganapati Devasthãnam, NYŠri Mahã Vallabha Ganapati Devasthãnam, NY   
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Sunday, September 20Sunday, September 20Sunday, September 20ththth, 2015 , 2015 , 2015 ···   1:00 PM1:00 PM1:00 PM   

 

��LIVE NAGASWARA - ALL NINE DAYS 
 

                     ANNADANAM (FOOD PRASADAM) ANNADANAM (FOOD PRASADAM) ANNADANAM (FOOD PRASADAM)    
      ON ALL NINE DAYS!ON ALL NINE DAYS!ON ALL NINE DAYS! 

45-57 Bowne Street, Flushing, NY 11355 •  Fax: 718-461-8055 • Email: hts@nyganeshtemple.org 
For information please visit our website at http://nyganeshtemple.org or call the Temple (718) 460-8484 ext. 112   
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Summer Registration Hours: Mon-Fri 3:30pm-8:30pm & Sat 9am-3:30pm

132-19 14th Ave, College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

BEST 
Children’s 

Dance 
Studio

BEST
Performing 
Arts Camp BEST

Adult Dance
Studio

BEST
Childrens

Gymnastics

g

Classes Begin
September 14th!

Registration Hours: Mon–Thurs 3pm to 8pm, Fri 2pm to 6pm & Sat 12pm to 4pm

Classical Ballet ~ Pre-Pointe Conditioning ~ Pointe ~ Tap ~ Jazz ~ Lyrical ~ Contemporary
Musical Theater ~ Hip-Hop ~ Breakdancing ~ Acrobatics ~ Yoga ~ Salsa Caleña

Jumps, Leaps & Turns ~ Flexibility ~ Mommy & Me ~ Toddler Classes ~ All Boy Classes
Adult Classes ~ Acting & Singing ~ Private Lessons ~ Competition Dance Team

 OPEN HOUSE: SAT, 9/5 FROM 12PM TO 4PM (free classes, demos, tour the studio, meet the staff)
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The woman arrested for al-
legedly setting her boyfriend 
on fire was charged with mur-
der Tuesday in Queens Crimi-
nal Court and her children 
faced counts as accomplices,  
the Queens district attorney 
said.

Police arrested Dawn McIn-
tosh, 46, and her son, Donte 
Watkins, 21, from Astoria 
Monday 

McIntosh was arraigned 
before Queens Criminal Court 
Judge Ernest Hart on charges 
of murder, criminal possession 
of a weapon, tampering with 
physical evidence and endan-
gering the welfare of a child 
and Watkins was arraigned 
on a charge of tampering with 
physical evidence. 

Police and the FDNY re-
sponded to an emergency call 
about a man on fire early Sat-
urday morning in the rear of 
a house near 27th Avenue and 
12th Street in Astoria.

Authorities said they found 
Shron McWhorter, 43, from 
Brooklyn unconscious and on 
fire. 

The FDNY personnel ex-

tinguished the fire and emer-
gency medical services pro-
nounced the man dead at the 
scene. 

After the fire was put out,  
police said they saw some 
trauma to the man’s left side of 
the chest and further investi-
gation found the incident to be 
a homicide.

Mcintosh is also charged 
with enlisting her 15-year-old 
daughter and 21-year-old son 
Donte Watkins to help her dis-
pose of the body.

According to the criminal 
complaint, McIntosh fatally 
shot McWhorter in the chest 
and torso sometime between 10 
p.m. last Friday and 6:57 a.m. 

Saturday behind their home 
on 12th Street in Astoria. 

Prosecutors allege that 
McIntosh lit McWhorter’s body 
on fire, disposed of the firearm 
she had used to shoot him, 
washed the bloody clothes she 
had been wearing at the time 
of the shooting, and moved his 
vehicle from the crime scene 

to the street.
According to the criminal 

complaint, McIntosh asked 
her children, including her 
15-year-old daughter and 
21-year-old son for assistance 
in disposing of the body. 

Watkins is charged with 
attempting to lift the victim’s 
body into a dark-colored jeep 
at the request of his mother, 
the DA said.

“The defendant is accused 
of a particularly heinous crime 
in which she fatally shot her 
boyfriend and then tampered 
with evidence by, among other 
things, setting the deceased’s 
body on fire,” Queens DA 
Richard Brown said. “At the 
same time, it is alleged that 
she enlisted the aid of her teen-
age daughter and adult son in 
an attempt to cover up her in-
volvement in the crime.” 

If convicted, McIntosh, who 
was ordered held without bail, 
faces up to 25 years to life in 
prison and Watkins, who was 
ordered held on $5,000 bail, 
faces up to four years in pris-
on. 

Both McIntosh and Wat-
kins were ordered to return to 
court on Sept. 15.

Police and the Fire Department responded to an emergency call about a man on fire in the rear of a house on 
27th Avenue in Astoria. His girlfriend and her son were arrested and charged in connection with the incident, 
the Queens DA says.  Google Earth

Woman allegedly shot, burned boyfriend

“I always knew Calvary would relieve my husband’s physical pain.
But I never knew that they would also relieve my emotional pain.”

When my husband Peter was diagnosed with terminal liver cancer, there 
was no doubt that Calvary Hospital was our only choice for end-of-
life care. I knew that he was in the very best of hands. What I did not 
expect, however, was the extraordinary amount of concern and care that 
was also given to me. Their expert social workers and staff embraced 
me as a part of their family – never abandoning me, always being there 
whenever I needed them. Their unique Family Care Center became a 
wonderful respite – my home away from home – with complimentary 
massages, manicures, music therapy, and support groups. Calvary made 
it so easy for me to stay overnight in Peter’s room whenever I wanted. 
The multi-faith chapel was always available whenever I needed a quiet 
place to pray. During Peter’s final days, Calvary gave both Peter and 
myself a quality of life that we will always remember. Thank you, Calvary.

- Missy Cohen Pirinea

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
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 0101YearsYears1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org

Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)
Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)
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Over 50 Years of Excellence in Dance Education
214-10 41ST AVENUE, BAYSIDE, NY 11361

718-225-3696

www.robertmanndance.com 
for additional Information

ROBERT MANN DANCE CENTRE HAS IT ALL…
4 PROGRAMS FOR YOUNG DANCERS

• TINY TOTS - Music & Dance & Me - For Children Ages 1 .6 Years of Age – 2.0 Years of Age
• FIRST STEPS DANCE PROGRAM - Pre-Ballet & Tap - For Children Ages 2 .6 Years of Age – 3.6 Years of Age

• COMBINATION DANCE PROGRAM - Ballet – Tap – Tumble - For Children Ages 3.6 Years of Age – 6 Years of Age
• YOUNG DANCERS PROGRAM - Tap & Jazz (2 Hour Class) – For Children Ages 6.0 Years of Age – 7.0 Years of Age 

PETITE DANCERS PROGRAM - Ages 7 – 9  - Ballet – Tap – Jazz – Lyrical* – Hip-Hop – Acrobatics 

JUNIOR DANCERS PROGRAM - Ages 10 – 12  - Ballet – Tap – Jazz – Lyrical* – Hip-Hop – Acrobatics 

TEEN DANCERS PROGRAM - Ages 13 – 15  - Ballet – Tap – Jazz – Lyrical/Contemporary* – Hip-Hop – Acrobatics 

SENIOR DANCERS’ PROGRAM - Ages 16 – 18 - Ballet – Tap – Jazz – Lyrical/Contemporary* – Hip-Hop – Acrobatic

ADULT PROGRAM - Ages 18 & Over • Ballet – Tap – Jazz –Zumba 

Professional Staff and Facility – Family Discounted Rates
ROBERT MANN DANCE COMPANY - FREE MEMBERSHIP
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Seven candidates vie for 
District 23 Council seat

DEMOCRATIC PARTY PRIMARY,
 Thursday, Sept. 10

REPUBLICAN
PARTY

Celia Dosamantes left her post as 
deputy chief of staff for Assemblyman 
Philip Ramos in her bid for the City 
Council District 23 seat. In the past, 
she worked for U.S Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) and state Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows). She 
has also served as executive director of 
the Bangladeshi American Advocacy 
Group.

Bob Friedrich is current president 
and CFO of Glen Oaks Village coopera-
tive. He been involved in addressing 
local issues over the last 20 years and 
previously ran for City Council and 
state Assembly as a Republican. He has 
strong ties with civic associations and 
experience in bringing organizations 
together to tackle local issues while 
building relationships with elected of-
ficials. 

Barry Grodenchik, former state As-
semblyman and former deputy bor-
ough president, is on leave as the direc-
tor of parks and community boards for 
Borough President Melinda Katz as he 
faces off in the election. He has been 
in public service for over two decades, 
having worked in the office of former 
Assemblywoman Nettie Mayersohn 
and for former Gov. Mario Cuomo.

Rebecca Lynch left her position as 
the deputy commissioner of the May-
or’s Community Affairs Office to run 
her campaign. Also the former district 
leader for the 24th Assembly District, 
she has served as an adocate for unions  
and volunteered for a number of lo-
cal institutions, including the Samuel 
Field Y and the Alley Pond Environ-
mental Center. 

Ali Najmi, attorney and community 
activist, has touted his track record 
on civil rights legislation as Mark We-
prin’s legislative director when he was 
in the Assembly. He has also worked 
on election campaigns for state Sena-
tor Tony Avella (D-Bayside), U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng and John Liu’s mayoral 
and senatorial election bids 

Satnam Singh Parhar, a contractor 
and community leader, has served on 
the India Association of Long Island 
as president since 2014 and as a mem-
ber since 2008, representing Queens, 
Kings, Nassau and Suffolk counties. 
Parhar is also the founder of the Sant 
Baba Nidham Singh Cultural Society 
and the chairman of the Rajput Cul-
tural Society.

Joe Concannon, community activist, 
retired NYPD captain and U.S. Air Force 
veteran, is a vocal advocate for the police, 
especially since the death of Detective 
Brian Moore from the 105th Precinct, who 
was killed in the line of duty in May. He 
has also pushed for government transpar-
ency, public support for the NYPD and is 
outspoken against political corruption.

—Profiles by Sadef Ali Kully
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Need Help? Celia is Here! Call our 24/7 Hotline: (718) 749-5479 Or 
Visit Our Office on 212-06 Union Turnpike, Hollis Hills, NY 11364  

� D�������    C	�
 C����	  
��Vote on Thursday, September 10th 

Reducing Taxes and Burdens on 
Residents and Families
Celia is fighting to make our community more afford-
able for working and middle class families, veterans 
and seniors. Celia will provide residents with real relief 
on property taxes and will fight to reduce rising water 
rates, rents and maintenance fees and taxes in condos 
and co-ops.

Expanding Public Transportation
Celia is fighting to make our public transportation 
system more affordable and accessible for all residents, 
people with disabilities, veterans, seniors and families. 
Celia will expand bus and train service lines, work 
to make the LIRR more affordable for residents, and 
increase the efficiency and the affordability of senior 
services such as AccessARide.

Protecting Our Seniors
Our seniors deserve the best in their golden years. Celia will 
expand and improve senior services, including STAR and DFTA, 
allocate more funding and resources to senior centers, work to 
open more senior centers in underserved neighborhoods and 
provide additional services at centers and agency-wide to serve 
all of the language and dietary needs of every senior community.

Fighting Crime and Keeping New Yorkers Safe
Celia understands the vital role law enforcement serves in pro-
tecting our families and residents. She is committed to tackling 
the crimes that plague our communities daily, including domestic 
violence, theft, fraud, and large-scale crimes that need greater 
attention such as terrorism. Celia will make our district a safer 
place for everyone by increasing resources for the NYPD, OEM, 
FDNY and other law enforcement agencies, work to bring in an 
additional precinct, cut the backlog in the court system, increase 
community policing and form a community-based coalition to 
bring more equity and efficiency in the justice system. 

Improving Our Quality of Life
At City Hall and in Queens, Celia will work to enhance 
the quality of life of all of the residents in our district by 
ensuring that our community continues to be a great 
place to live, work and raise a family. Celia will invest in 
our public works, including our libraries and parks, and 
establish beautification projects in our area by removing 
tree stumps from sidewalks and potholes from streets.

Investing in Quality Education
As the daughter of a teacher and as a graduate of P.S. 
133, M.S. 172 and Francis Lewis High School, Celia knows 
that our communities are only as strong as our schools. 
She will work to reduce overcrowding in classrooms, 
increase funding and resources for after-school services, 
full day pre-kindergarten, early College learning programs, 
STEM lab programs and free adults learning services to 
give all students, parents and adult learners access to 
quality education.

Paid For By Celia For The Community 
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Six candidates will face off 
in the Democratic primary 
election on Thursday, Sept. 
10, in the race to take Mark 
Weprin’s former City Council 
seat in eastern Queens. 

 The candidates are Celia 
Dosamantes, Bob Friedrich, 
Barry Grodenchik, Rebecca 
Lynch, Ali Najmi and Satnam 
Singh Parhar. The vacant 
Council position also attract-
ed the interest of a Republican 
contender, retired NYPD Cap-
tain Joe Concannon.

The race for the District 23 
seat, which covers Glen Oaks, 
Hollis Hills, Bellerose, Floral 
Park, Bayside Hills and parts 
of Queens Village and some 
other small neighborhoods, is 
the most competitive  in more 
than a decade.

Weprin had served in the 
position since 2010, prior to 
which his brother, current 
state Assemblyman David We-

prin (D-Fresh Meadows) held 
it since 2001.

But the seat known for the 
14-year Weprin dynasty went 
vacant in May when Mark We-
prin left to take an appointed 
position on Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s staff, serving as a liaison 
between the governor, the state 
Assembly and the City Coun-
cil.

Because the Weprins are no 
longer candidates in a District 
23 election, there was an im-
mediate outpouring of interest 
in the seat.

Two of the candidates have 
previously put in bids for the 
District 23 seat. Friedrich ran 
against Mark Weprin in the 
2009 Democratic primary, and 
Concannon ran against We-
prin in the 2013 general elec-
tion as a Republican.

Dosamantes, Najmi and 
Parhar are all South Asians 
seeking to represent that 
growing demographic on the 
City Council. More than 38 

percent of the population in 
the district was Asian as of 
2013, with over 40 percent iden-
tified as South Asian, accord-
ing to American Community 
Survey census tract data. And 
that population is growing.

Afreen Alam, the executive 
director of the Chhaya Com-
munity Development Corpora-
tion, an organization commit-
ted to helping build sustainable 
South Asian communities in 
the city and the host of a recent 
debate among the Democratic 
contenders, said the number of 
South Asians running reflects 
a rise in civic interest among 
those communities.

“Our parents’ generation 
was more about trying to get 
their foot in the city, but now 
South Asians are more in-
volved in political and civic 
engagement,” Alam said. “The 
City Council election is a re-
flection of that trend.”

Another important demo-
graphic in the Council District 

is its aging population. About 
29 percent of the district is 
over the age of 55, according to 
census statistics. The median 
age of people in the district is 
42, while the median age in the 
city as a whole is 36.

A 2013 analysis by AARP, 
which sponsored another de-
bate among the primary candi-
dates, found that at least 74 per-
cent of its members in Queens 

turn out in local elections, put-
ting them in a position to domi-
nate the city vote. In Council 
District 23, several candidates 
have been focusing on afford-
able housing, caregiver support 
and other social resources.

“I think the question is 
for many of our seniors, what 
will candidates be able to do 
to make life sustainable in 
Queens,” AARP Associate Di-
rector of New York Chris Wiee-
lo said. “As we get older, we are 
always looking for ways to re-
main in our communities.”

Although it is too late to 
vote in next week’s primary 
for unregistered voters, dis-
trict residents have until the 
Oct. 9 deadline to register for 
the Tuesday, Nov. 3 general 
election.

For voter information or 
to locate designated polling 
sites, visit the city Board of 
Elections online at http://vote.
nyc.ny.us/html/voters/voters.
shtml.

Map of City Council District 23 Courtesy of NYC City Council

Push for Weprin seat inspires foes
Six Democratic contenders try to get votes of two major demographics in eastern Queens

This year’s primary
 will be held on 

Thursday, Sept.10. 
To find out where 

to vote on Election 
Day, please call the 
voter phone bank at 

866-VOTE-NYC or visit
nyc.pollsitelocator.com.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

As the Sept. 10 primary 
inches closer, candidates run-
ning for the 23rd Council Dis-
trict in eastern Queens have 
started playing hard ball. 

Last week’s Democratic 
candidates’ debate, held at 
Hillside Banquet and orga-
nized by Jackson Heights-
based Chhaya Community 
Development Corp., a hous-
ing and civic engagement 
community group, tackled 
issues that affect immigrant 
communities in District 23, 
which stretches from Doug-
laston down through Oakland 
Gardens to Fresh Meadows, 
Queens Village and Hollis.

The district’s seat became 
vacant after Mark Weprin 
resigned in June to work as 
deputy secretary of legislative 
affairs with Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s administration.

Democratic candidates 
, Celia Dosamantes, Bob 
Friedrich, Barry Grodenchik, 
Rebecca Lynch and Ali Najmi 
took part in the debate. The 
only Democratic candidate 
not present was Satnam Singh 
Parhar.

A six-member panel was 
allowed to ask one question 
each. Some of the questions 
were on such controversial 
issues as legalizing basement 
apartments, which Najmi sup-
ported. Other candidates said 
they needed to look at commu-
nity input before giving sup-
port, while Friedrich flat out 
opposed the idea. 

On non-citizen voting, 
Dosamantes, Friedrich and 
Grodenchik were staunchly 
opposed to the concept, but Na-
jmi and Lynch showed some 
support. 

The blows started when 
campaign finance transpar-
ency was brought up and 
Friedrich accused Lynch of 
being a lobbyist for unions. 
Lynch, a labor union organiz-
er, did not react. 

Questions also addressed 
such subjects as healthcare for 
undocumented immigrants, 
overcrowded schools and qual-
ity-of-life issues. 

Later, candidates were al-
lowed to ask each other ques-
tions. Dosamantes asked Naj-
mi why he challenged Parhar, 
to which Najmi responded 
that Parhar did not live in the 
district. Friedrich chimed 
in with support for Parhar, 
whose office said he does live 
in the borough.

Parhar’s residency is ir-
relevant, according to the 

city’s Board of Elections rules, 
which say those elected to city 
office have 90 days to relocate 
to the district they represent 
after the date they are sworn 
in.

The tension from last week’s 
debate carried over to a debate 
Tuesday that was organized 
by AARP and Queens Tribune 
newspapers at the Frank Pa-
davan Campus in Glen Oaks. 
Candidates from all political 
parties were invited. 

Democratic candidates, ex-
cept for Parhar, participated 
along with Republican con-
tender  Joe Concannon, who 
had no opponent.

A three-member panel 
asked questions related to the 
aging population of the dis-
trict and later took questions 
from the audience. 

Friedrich started his open-
ing statement by noting that 
his Democratic opponents had 
worked for the government, 
unlike him. 

Questions ranged from ten-
ants’ rights to senior resourc-
es to support for an extension 
on mayoral control. 

Most candidates supported 
the same issues. 

But on the extension of 
mayoral control of schools, 
Grodenchik,  Lynch and Na-
jmi  supported the issue while 
Concannon, Dosamantes and 
Friedrich opposed it. In addi-
tion, Friedrich challenged his 
opponents on many of the is-
sues during the course of the 
debate. 

BY TOM MOMBERG

All seven candidates vy-
ing for the vacant City Coun-
cil seat in eastern Queens 
this fall filed their final cam-
paign disclosure reports with 
the city Campaign Finance 
Board. The reports were due 
by midnight Monday.

Five of the six candidates 
seeking the Democratic 
nomination in the Sept. 10 

primary are also receiving 
funds from the city’s cam-
paign matching funds pro-
gram, which matches up to 
5-to-1 any funds raised from 
private city residents. 

Capped at $100,100 for 
each candidate in the prima-
ry election, every candidate 
that has been awarded funds 
will be receiving the maxi-
mum after the last 5 percent 
of funds are disbursed next 
week by the CFB.

Neither Democratic can-
didate Celia Dosamantes nor 
Republican candidate Joe 
Concannon has obtained any 
public funds leading up to 
the primary, though they are 
both listed as participants in 
the program. They also both 
raised less private money for 
their campaigns than any 
other candidates. 

Concannon, who raised 
about $21,250 and spent 
roughly $21,600, and Dosa-
mantes, who raised about 
$44,700 and spent roughly 
$49,400, have also drawn 
negative balances in their 
disclosures so far.

Most of Concannon’s cam-
paign expenditures in the 
month since the last report 
was filed have been spent on 
campaign consulting and of-
fice rent. Most of Dosaman-
tes’ expenditures in August 
were spent on a mailer cam-
paign, print and radio adver-
tising and campaign workers 
canvassing neighborhoods, 
according to the filings.

Rebecca Lynch, on the 
other hand, who has racked 
up a number of labor endorse-
ments for her campaign, has 

also raised the greatest sum 
of money—with about $91,900 
in private funds in addi-
tion to her maximum public 
funds, according to the CFB. 
She has spent about $96,750 
on her campaign so far.

Most of Lynch’s recent ex-
penditures have gone toward 
a few mailer campaigns, oth-
er campaign literature and 
paying her campaign team, 
according to her report.

Having spent the 
most on his cam-
paign so far is Barry 
Grodenchik, who re-
ported raising about 
$76,350 in private 
funds in addition to 
his maximum public 
funds. He has spent 
more than $134,600—
most recently for 

campaign consultants, mail-
ing campaigns and workers 
canvassing neighborhoods.

A close second in spend-
ing, Ali Najmi reported rais-
ing about $81,400 in addition 
to public funds and has spent 
about $132,100 so far on his 
campaign—some of which 
went toward office rent, print 
advertisements, campaign 
consultants, and an election 
attorney in August.

Bob Friedrich reported 
raising about $42,100 in pri-
vate funds and spending 
about $36,800 in total. In Au-
gust, most of his expenditures 
went toward print advertis-
ing, campaign consultants 
and printing and distribut-
ing campaign literature.

Satnam Singh Parhar re-
ported raising about $62,500 
in private funds for his 
campaign and spent a total 
of $76,500. His recent re-
port listed expenditures for 
canvassing neighborhoods 
and buying print advertise-
ments.

A spokesman for the CFB 
said any funds remaining 
in the losing Democrats’ ac-
counts at the end of the pri-
mary would have to be paid 
back, up to the amount they 
received in public funds.

All campaigns will be au-
dited by the CFB at the end 
of the election, regardless of 
whether they were awarded 
public funds. Candidates 
moving on to the general elec-
tion will have another oppor-
tunity to raise public funds, 
according to the CFB.

The Council District 23 debate in Glen Oaks focused on senior services in the area,  education and housing. 
From l-r, Ali Najmi, Celia Dosamantes, Barry Grodenchik, Joe Concannon, Bob Friedrich and Rebecca Lynch.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Final disclosures fi led 
before Council primary

Candidates get tougher
Debates heat up as primary election approaches

Keep track of the 
voters and  other 
developments at 
TimesLedger.com 

and on our Facebook 
page and Twitter 

feed (@TimesLedger)
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BY TOM MOMBERG

A few more endorsements, 
most of them workers’ unions, 
have been announced for three 
of the six candidates seeking 
the Democratic nomination 
for City Council District 23.

The former member of the 
mayor’s community affairs 
unit, Rebecca Lynch, an-
nounced an endorsement from 
the city Coalition of the Inter-
national Union of Operating 
Engineers, a workers’ union 
representing 18,000 crane and 
heavy equipment operators, 
stationary engineers, custodi-
ans and city inspectors within 
the five boroughs.

A longtime advocate for 
unions, Lynch is also running 
on the Working Families Party 
line for the election. The coali-
tion cited her work on legisla-
tion defending working fami-
lies and unions in the mayor’s 
office in touting Lynch as the 
best candidate in the battle for 
better wages.

Lynch was also recently 
endorsed by the Eleanor 
Roosevelt Legacy Committee, 
a coalition of pro-choice ad-

vocates promoting women in 
politics and government.

Attorney and activist Ali 
Najmi announced his endorse-
ments this week from both 
Unite Here Local 100, the union 
representing 6,000 food service 
and restaurant workers in the 
greater New York City metro-
politan area, as well as from 
the Southeast Queens Clergy 
for Political Awareness.

“Ali has the right vision and 

experience to be a champion of 
workers in the City Council,” 
Local 100 President Bill Gran-
field said in a statement. “We 
look forward to making his-
tory with him as he strives to 
become the first South Asian 
member of the Council. We 
appreciate that he joined in 
the fight to include all airport 
workers in the 2014 minimum 
wage policy by rallying with 
us at JFK (last November).”

That rally came as about 
7,500 employees were left out 
of an earlier agreement at JFK 
and LaGuardia Airports to 
receive a $1.10-an-hour pay in-
crease.

Najmi has made 
a promise during 
his campaign for 
more job creation 
in the eastern 
Queens district 
and to advocate for a city raise 
in the minimum wage.

The Clergy for Political 
Awareness, a coalition of resi-
dents in southeast Queens led 
by Bishop Charles Norris Sr., 
cited Najmi’s work with grass-
roots organizations as best 
preparing him for being able to 
address the needs of the com-
munity in government funded 
services and health care.

Barry Grodenchik, cur-
rently on leave from his ad-
ministrative position with the 
Queens borough president, 
was joined Tuesday in front 
of PS 133 by several elected 
officials in Queens who have 
already thrown endorsements 
his way, for an announcement 
by the United Federation of 

Teachers making its official 
commendation of the Demo-
cratic candidate.

Grodenchik went through 
the public school system in 

eastern Queens 
as did his son. He 
has previously 
worked with the 
city Department 
of Education’s ad-
ministration in 

his time at Borough Hall and 
in the state Assembly.

UFT and Grodenchik’s sup-
porters touted him as the best 
choice in the City Council race 
for public schools.

“Our schools and our pro-
fession are under attack,” UFT 
President Michael Mulgrew 
said. “With so much at stake, 
we need leaders like Barry to 
help protect and strengthen 
New York City schools.  Barry 
has always been a great ally 
for teachers and schools, and 
he’ll be a great Council mem-
ber for Queens.”

UFT represents 200,000 cur-
rent and retired public school 
employees in the city and is 
the sole union representing 
their bargaining interests.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

After 30 years a Republican 
candidate is running against 
a Democrat for former As-
semblyman William Scarbor-
ough’s seat in the southeast 
part of the borough. 

The seat for Assembly Dis-
trict 29—which covers Hollis, 
Jamaica, St. Albans, Laurel-
ton and Rosedale—recently be-
came open when Scarborough 
resigned in May after pleading 
guilty to state and federal cor-
ruption charges.

The NAACP Jamaica 
Branch postponed its Sept. 1 
debate for District 29 between 
both candidates until Oct. 13. 

Since Scarborough re-
signed in May, the general 
election will be held Nov. 3 to 
fill the seat.  There is no pri-
mary because the candidates 
are from different parties.

The Democratic party has 
already chosen Alicia Hynd-
man, with no Democratic 

opponents. Hyndman has 
been the president of District 
29 Community Education 
Council for almost a decade. 
Hyndman announced in June 
and was endorsed by major 
Democratic elected officials 
and district leaders, including 
drawing strong support from 
former City Councilman Ar-
chie Spigner. 

On the Republican side, 
Queens GOP leaders have 
shown support for Scherie 
Murray, a member of the Re-
publican State Committee. She 
also ran against Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Laurel-
ton) in a 2013 special election 
for the 31st Council District. 

“We are a non-profit, 
non-political organization,” 
NAACP Jamaica Branch Pres-
ident Leroy Gadsden said. “It 
is only fair to us that whoever 
we send to Albany has our best 
interest at heart.” 

In the past, Gadsden said 
Republicans have not made a 
serious effort for the seat, but 
he hopes this special election 
will be different. 

“We believe the right to 
vote is a truly powerful right 
to have,” he said. “When can-
didates compete, they do their 
best. It is important to get to 
know the candidate so we can 
hold them accountable. I hope 
constituents bring young peo-
ple to the debate because it is 
important for them to witness 
and be involved in the demo-
cratic process.”

Southeast Queens has a 
rich, diverse political history. 
In the middle of the national 
civil rights movement and a 
major push by the NAACP Ja-

maica branch, the district be-
came the fourth city borough 
to elect a black assemblyman, 
Justice Kenneth Brown, in 
1964.  He eventually left the 
Assembly seat to become the 
first African-American judge 
in Queens County.

After Brown, Assembly-
man Guy Brewer and City 
Councilman Archie Spigner 
changed southern Queens pol-
itics into what it is today. 

After serving one term, 
Brewer lost his seat in 1968 to 
Democrat Andrew Jenkins, 
who was subsequently con-
victed of federal corruption 
charges. Then, the first black 
woman elected to public office 
in Queens, Cynthia Jenkins 
(no relation to her predeces-
sor), took over the seat for 12 
years. 

Scarborough was elected in 
1996 against Republican can-
didate Everly Brown, an area 
businessman. He stayed on un-
til this year.  

The resignation of Assemblyman 
William Scarborough after his 
guilty plea on corruption charges 
has set off a race for his vacated 
seat. 

After 30 years, GOP eyes Scarborough seat
When candidates 
compete, they do 

their best.
—Leroy Gadsden

Candidates rack up endorsements
Lynch, Najmi and Grodenchik pull in backing from unions and religious organizations 

City Council Candidate Barry Grodenchik is joined by several borough 
elected officials and UFT President Michael Mulgrew for an endorsement 
from the city teachers' union. Courtesy of Grodenchik campaign
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Council District 23 Primary Election

Polls open 6 am to 9 pm
Thursday, September 10, 2015

LEARN ABOUT YOUR CANDIDATES
FOR CITY COUNCIL!

VOTER GUIDE
PRIMARY ELECTION  SEPTEMBER 10
QUEENS COUNCIL DISTRICT 23
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 09/04/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLU
TAX
TAG

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'09 INFINITI G37x

52k miles, Stk#1255

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE    
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Gr Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $12,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 43k 17044 $14,750
 2013 Mercedes C300, 47k 16502 $19,995 

$8,995
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 09/04/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

US 
X & 
GS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $3,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
� ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2014 Mazda 3, 55k 15906 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995 
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Honda CRV, 57k 13914 $14,995
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

$14 ,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 DODGE SPRINTER

58k miles, Stk#15079

$31,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

AT MAJOR
WORLD!
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
In downtown Flushing 

Dragon Vapes NYC, an e-cig-
arette shop, says its mission 
is to help people quit smoking 
and make a difference in the 
community. 

Located at 135-27 Roosevelt 
Ave., the shop sells electronic 
cigarettes and the chemicals 
used in the products. The store 
has another location at 83B Ba-
yard St. in Chinatown in Man-
hattan. 

Orion Charlebois, who has 
been working at the shop for 
the last six months, said Drag-
on Vapes aims to give people 
of all ages the experience of 
smoking without having to en-
dure the harmful effects of it, 
noting that its e-cigarettes are 
approved by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration.

“When you use our device, 
you’re not getting all the tar, 
all the carcinogens,” Charle-
bois said. “You’re getting wa-
ter vapor.”

The e-cigarette’s ingredi-
ents are water vapor; propyl-
ene glycol, a synthetic liquid 
substance that absorbs water; 
vegetable glycerin, a carbohy-
drate derived from plant oils 
typically used as a sweetener 
and artificial and natural fla-
vorings, such as vanilla and 
orange extracts. 

The e-cigarettes typically 
cost anywhere from $45 for a 
starter kit to $225 for a 14-car-

at gold-plated vaporizer. The 
e-liquids used in the smoking 
apparatus range in price from 
$8 to $30. 

The owner and three other 
individuals founded the shop 
because they all collectively 
smoked for more than 30 years 
and decided that vaping, or 
inhaling and exhaling vapor 
produced by an e-cigarette, 

was the best way to quit. The 
owner is from Flushing. 

“It’s a growing community 
and he’s known in the commu-
nity and he wants to make a 
difference,” Charlebois said. 

The founders said there are 
no guarantees that vaping will 
help people quit smoking, but 
it is a good start for people who 
want to kick the habit.

They thought that there 
was a need for their services 
in Flushing, Charlebois said. 

“They came up with the 
concept to help the community 
by showing them that there is 
an alternative, that there is a 
better way,” he explained. 

Charlebois, who was born 
and raised in Flushing but has 
been in and out of New York 
state, previously worked at the 
College Point Multiplex Cin-
emas in Flushing and would 
hang out at the Dragon Vapes 
store frequently. He asked 
them to give him a chance to 
work there a couple of times 
and was finally successful. 

He says he enjoys the job 
and likes coming to work ev-
ery day.

“I think this is a good busi-
ness for me because I like 
change and I like making a dif-
ference,” Charlebois said. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Powerful You! Women’s 
Network —  A new Queens 
chapter of the national 
organization that empowers 
and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual 
lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, 
noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers $40; 
includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 
Douglaston Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led 
by Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 
Bell Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer 
at HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 
423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking 
Titans) Weekly Meeting —   BNI 
is a business and professional 
networking organization that 
allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or 
specialty to join a chapter. BNI 

provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to 
further business through word 
of mouth marketing. Contact 
chapter president Martin Koos to 
arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf 
Course, 202-12 Willets Point Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-
8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals 
Chapter —  BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only 

one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to 
join a chapter. BNI Provides 
positive, supportive and 
structured environment to 
further business through word of 
mouth marketing. Contact Lydie 
Pellissier, chapter president, to 
arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union 
Tnpk., Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 
276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

Fort Totten 3K Walkathon —The 
Center for the Women of New York 
will hold its seventh annual fund-
raiser to support job clubs, free 
legal clinics and domestic violence 
prevention. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 19, at 9 am
Where: Fort Totten Park, Building 
207, Bay Terrace
Cost: $15/registration, $20/
registration plus T-shirt
Contact: (718) 793-0672
Website: www.cwny.org

TSI NY Gala — Transitional Services 
for New York, Inc. celebrates its 40th 
anniversary with a dinner honoring 
Mark Schienberg, president Greater 
New York Automobile Dealers 
Association; Dr. Christopher Ross, 
assistant dean CUNY; Christopher D. 
Constantino, senior vice president 
Queens Health Network and David 
Kilmnick, CEO Long Island LGBT 
Network.
When: Thursday, Oct. 15, 6 pm
Where: Leonard’s Palazzo, 555 Northern 
Blvd., Great Neck
Website: www.tsiny.org

Business

BUSINESS CALENDARFUND-RAISERS

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Orion Charlebois, a worker at 
Dragon Vapes NYC, says the shop 
is good for the community. Mods 
(r.) are the equipment used to 
smoke the water vapor.  

Photos by Madina Toure

Where there’s smoke there’s vapor
Flushing’s Dragon Vapes NYC provides e-cigarette users with want they need to light up
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450 W. Merrick Road, Valley Stream, NY

516-823-2277  vsAcura.com

PRESENT THIS 
COUPON  

AND TAKE AN 
ADDITIONAL  

$250 
OFF  

YOUR  
PURCHASE!

2008 Hyundai Tiburon GS 
Silver, Auto. 54k mi. Stk #7753...............

$8,998*

2009 Honda Civic DX 
Silver, Auto. 71k mi. Stk #7619...............

$9,488*

2009 Pontiac G6 
Black, Auto, Lthr. 74k mi. Stk #7604 .......

$9,995*

2010 Honda Civic LX 
Gray, Auto. 42k mi. Stk #7697 ............

$10,988*

2010 Toyota Corolla LE 
Sand, Auto. 12k mi. Stk #7498 ...........

$10,997*

2011 Jeep Liberty Sport 
Black, Auto. 72k mi. Stk #7674 ..........

$13,997*

2012 Nissan Altima 2.5S 
Black, Auto. 49k mi. Stk #7734 ..........

$13,997*

2008 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 
Silver, Auto. 62k mi. Stk #7642...........

$14,987*

2012 Toyota Camry LE 
Sand, Auto. 9k mi. Stk #7584 .............

$14,995*

2013 Hyundai Veloster 
Red, Auto, Nav. 16k mi. Stk #7634 .....

$16,988*

2012 Nissan Rogue SV 
Silver, Auto, 36k mi. Stk #7679 ...........

$16,995*

2013 Dodge Grand Caravan SE 
Blue, Auto, 23k mi. Stk #7656 ............

$17,458*

2007 Ram 1500 SLT 
Silver, Auto. 74k mi. Stk #7767...........

$18,994*

2010 Toyota Highlander SE 
White, Auto. 56k mi. Stk #7744 ..........

$19,997*

2012 Nissan Rogue SV 
Silver, Auto, Lthr, Nav. 6k mi. Stk #7701 .....

$19,998*

2012 Toyota Sienna LE 
Gray, Auto. 27k mi. Stk #7717 ............

$21,985*

2011 Ford Explorer XLT 
Black, Auto. 59k mi. Stk #7773 ..........

$23,888*

2011 Chevy Silverado 1500 LT 
Silver, Auto. 60k mi, Stk #7702 ...........

$24,555*

*Tax & MV fees add’l. Must finance up to 80% through dealer to qualify for prices. DMV Fac #7037045.

Acura of
Valley Stream

$13,998
2007 BMW  

328xi
Blue, Auto. 74k mi. Stk #7689

$14,998
2009 VW  

EOS LUXURY 
Silver, Auto. 48k mi. Stk #7699
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
Days after “Second Avenue 

Singer” Garry Russo, 54, a 
Howard Beach resident, was 
found hanging from a tree af-
ter disappearing for a month, 
community activists and elect-
ed officials Monday called on 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo outside 
his Manhattan office to sign 
the LaMont Dottin’s Law, 
which would require police 
agencies to file a report after 
an adult is reported missing. 

State Sen. James Sanders 
Jr. (D-Rochdale Village), who 
introduced  the bill, was joined 
by Dr. Arnita Fowler, whose 
son the bill is named for, and 
state Assemblyman Charles 
Barron (D-Brooklyn) who co-
sponsored the bill in the As-
sembly. 

It passed the Legislature 
unanimously in June for the 
first time since the bill had 
been proposed in 2002.

LaMont Dottin’s Law would 
mandate that police agencies 
to file an electronic report 
with the National Crime Infor-
mation Center within 24 hours 
of being notified that a person 
between the ages of 21 and 64 
had disappeared. 

The current state law gov-
erning missing persons says 
an individual has to be clas-
sified as a child or vulnerable 
senior for such action to be 
taken.

LaMont Dottin was 19 years 
old when he disappeared from 
his St. Albans home on Oct. 16, 
1995. Six days later his body 
was found floating in the East 

Hudson River and was subse-
quently buried in a pauper’s 
grave in Potter’s Field on Hart 
Island. 

In 1999, Fowler discovered 
her son had been identified 
by the FBI through dental re-
cords, which was never report-
ed to NYPD’s Missing Person 
Unit. He was buried in Potter’s 
Field without Fowler’s knowl-
edge.

She called police for her 
weekly follow up when the 
mistake was revealed.

It took Fowler over a year to 
have her son’s body exhumed 
from Hart Island and bring it 
home for a proper funeral and 
burial.

A year later, the family es-
tablished The LaMont Dottin 
Foundation to serve as an in-
formation clearing house com-
mitted to assisting other fami-

lies in their search for missing 
loved ones.

“I am a Marine Corps vet-
eran, and we have a saying 
that we leave nobody behind 
on the battlefield,” Sanders 
said. “I think it’s time for our 
governor to be a good Marine. 
I think it’s time that he under-
stands that we will leave no-
body behind. We need to let ev-
erybody know that New York 
state will utilize every agency 
and turn over every stone to 
find the missing.”

 He added, “No one should 
have to experience the pain 
that LaMont Dottin’s family 
experienced.”

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

 A 16-year-old boy was fatal-
ly shot in the head at the corner 
of Seagrit Avenue and Beach 
26 Street Sunday, according 
to police. He was taken off life 
support Tuesday afternoon. 

The victim was Neshawn 
Plummer, brother of Shawn 
Plummer, who was murdered 
in 2012 only two blocks away 
from where his brother was 
killed. Plummer was shot be-
fore 9 p.m. Sunday, according 
to a tweet by Deputy Inspec-
tor Justin Lenz from the 101st 
Precinct. He was taken to St. 

John’s Hospital and later Long 
Island Jewish Hospital in New 
Hyde Park, where he was put 
onto life support, according to 
the NYPD. 

Police released a video 
Tuesday of two men running 
from the scene of the shoot-
ing. The video does not show 
the suspects’ faces as they run 
past a car in a parking lot.

In 2012, Shawn, was shot 
and killed while riding his 
bike on Seagirt Boulevard 
near Beach 29th Street in the 
middle of the day. The shoot-

ing remains unsolved, police 
said. 

The mother of the deceased 
brothers became involved in 
anti-gun violence groups af-
ter her first son’s death and 
moved to Brooklyn in hopes 
of saving her second son. She 
often spoke about the epidemic 
of violence plaguing her for-
mer neighborhood. 

“Rip to my darling son 
Neshawn Plummer 10/13/98-
09/01/2015,” she wrote. 

                                                                                                Ga-
briel Rom

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A 63-year-old Corona man 
has been charged with sexu-
ally assaulting a 10-year-old 
girl in the basement of a Ozone 
Park mosque, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said.  

Md Uddin, 63, of 97th Street 
in Corona, was charged last 
Friday with sexual abuse of a 
child under 11 years old  and 
acting in a manner injurious 
to a child under the age of 17, 
according to the DA. 

According to the criminal 
complaint, Uddin approached 
the 10-year-old victim in the 
basement of the Fultoli Jame 
Masjid Mosque at 84-05 101st 
Ave. a little before 1 p.m. on 
Aug. 27. He allegedly placed 
his arm around her shoulder 
and took her to a corner of the 
basement. 

Then Uddin allegedly 
hugged her from behind, 
then grabbed and squeezed 
her breasts over and under 
her clothing while allegedly 
stating, “Does this feel good? 
Do you like this?” Then he al-
legedly kissed her about the 
forehead and cheeks while 
stating, “Don’t tell anyone 
about this.” 

“These are serious accu-
sations in which an alleged 
sexual predator stalked his 
victim in a place of worship 
and, if true, cannot go unpun-

ished,” DA Richard Brown 
said.  

Fultoli Jame Masjid 
Mosque had its grand open-
ing last year in September 
and largely caters to the Ban-
gladeshi Muslim population 
in Ozone Park. 

The case came to light 
when the victim went home 
and told a family member, 
who then contacted authori-
ties.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, police from 
the 103rd Precinct saw video 
surveillance of the incident. 
Police said the video showed 
Uddin kissing and holding 
the victim in the corner of 
the basement.

Police also said when they 
approached Uddin, he said he 
grabbed her because she was 
about to fall from the stairs 
and that his cheek may have 
touched her cheek, according 
to the criminal complaint.   

The judge granted a tem-
porary order of protection 
and bail was set for $40,000, 
which was not posted. If 
convicted, Uddin faces up to 
seven years in prison, the DA 
said.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

A 63-year-old man is charged with molesting a 10-year old girl in 
the basement of the Fultoli Jame Masjid Mosque in Ozone Park.  

Photo by Sadef Kully

Garry Russo, the “Second Avenue Singer” went missing July 28 
and was found hanging from a tree in Howard Beach last week.  

Courtesy of ABC News

Corona man accused 
of abuse in mosque

Boy killed blocks from bro

Dottin bill passes
Missing persons measure needs guv’s signature
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The Orchid Show at the Queens Botanical Garden overwhelms Regina Forlenza (l), QBG's 
program manager, and Susan Lacerte, the executive director.  Photo by Julie Weissman

At Riis Park, the beach beckons last-minute 
swimmers and sunbathers in the final week 
of summer.   Photo by Steve Vazquez

A young player keeps ex-NBA star Royal Ivey 
out of easy scoring range at Ivey's basket-
ball skills camp.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Queens’ own former NBA star Royal Ivey with his father, Rod, at the 8th annual Royal 
Skills Camp, an all-day clinic for youngsters with hoop dreams, at the Hollis Playground.  

Photo by Nat Valentine 

Summer’s last stand

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
SEPTEMBER 10, 2015

Clearview Park Golf Course
202-12 Willets Point Blvd. Bayside, NY 11360

2015

Times:
-11:30 Registration
-12:00 BBQ Lunch
-1:00 Shotgun Start
-6:00 Dinner & Open Bar

Prices:
-$130 per Golfer
-$500 a Foursome
-$60 Dinner Only

*Prizes awarded 
for the best golfers*

Any questions, contact us at 718-229-2277 or e-mailinfo@baysideba.com

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to DancingDreams.org

Mail checks to: 
Bayside Business Association P.O. Box 241, Bayside, NY 11361
or visit us at www.baysideba.com to make your online payment!

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
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AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885
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MENTAL ACUITY

M any people know that 
a combination of a 
healthy diet and rou-

tine exercise is the best way 
to maintain their physical 
health. But what about men-
tal well-being? Memory lapses 
are often assumed to be an ac-
cepted side effect of aging, but 
such an assumption is incor-
rect, as there are many steps 
men and women can take to 
maintain their mental acuity 
well into their golden years.

Find time for 
cardiovascular exercise

Cardiovascular exercise 
can help men and women 
maintain healthy weights 
and reduce their risk for po-
tentially deadly ailments 
like diabetes and heart dis-
ease. But cardiovascular ex-
ercise also can boost brain 
power. Cardiovascular exer-
cise pumps oxygen-rich blood 
to the brain, and that blood 
contains glucose that can 
fuel brain cells. Cardiovascu-
lar exercise also strengthens 
blood vessels, which can help 
prevent potentially devastat-
ing diseases, such as stroke, 
that can have a lasting and 
negative impact on cognitive 
function.

Find time for friends 
and family

Many people need no rea-
son to socialize, but those that 

SIMPLE WAYS TO MAINTAIN YOUR

Continued on page 44
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do can now cite boosting brain func-
tion as a great reason to get together 
with family and friends. Routine so-
cialization can keep a brain sharp by 
reducing its levels of cortisol, a poten-
tially destructive hormone brought 
on by stress. Researchers also believe 
that routine interaction with other 
people stimulates structures in the 
brain’s frontal lobe that are likely re-
sponsible for planning, decision mak-
ing, and response control.

Squeeze in a nap every so 
often

 Naps can have a reenergizing ef-
fect on men and women, but a study 
from German researchers also found 
that naps also can improve memory. 
In the study, researchers divided par-
ticipants into three groups: people who 
would stay awake for 60 minutes; peo-

ple who would sleep for six minutes; 
and people who would sleep for 30 to 45 
minutes. After the hour was up, par-
ticipants were given a word recall test, 
and those who slept performed bet-
ter on the test than those who hadn’t. 
But the development that was perhaps 
most interesting was that those who 
slept for just six minutes performed 
just as well on the test as those who 
slept for far longer, leading research-
ers to suggest that men and women 
need not take long naps to improve 
their memories.

Include fish in your diet
A study from researchers at Chica-

go’s Rush University Medical Center 
found that people who eat fi sh once per 
week have a 60 percent lower risk of 
developing Alzheimer’s disease than 
those who do not include fi sh in their 
weekly diets. Researchers credit this 
lower risk to DHA, an omega-3 fatty 
acid that is found in both the brain and 
in fi sh such as salmon and tuna.

ACQUITY
Continued from page 43

Many budding retirees 
plan to travel, relax, 
and enjoy the company 

of their spouses when they 
offi cially stop working. But 
such plans only are possible if 
men and women take steps to 
secure their fi nancial futures 
in retirement.

According to a recent sur-
vey by the personal fi nance 
education site MoneyTips.
com, roughly one-third of 
Baby Boomers have no retire-
ment plan. The reason some 
may have no plan is they have 
misconceptions about how 
much money they will need 
in retirement. Successful re-
tirees understand the steps to 
take and how to live on a bud-
get.

Have a plan. Many people 
simply fail to plan for retire-
ment. Even men and women 
who invest in an employer-
sponsored retirement pro-

gram, such as a 401(k), should 
not make that the only retire-
ment planning they do. Speak 
with a fi nancial advisor who 
can help you develop a plan 
that ensures you don’t outlive 
your assets.

Set reasonable goals. 

Retirement nest eggs do not 
need to be enormous. Many 
retirees have a net worth 
of less than $1 million, and 
many people live comfortably 
on less than $100,000 annu-
ally. When planning for re-
tirement, don’t be dissuaded 
because you won’t be buying 
a vineyard or villa in Europe. 
Set reasonable goals for your 
retirement and make sure 
you meet those goals.

Recognize there is no 

magic wealth-building 

plan. Saving comes down to 
formulating a plan specifi c to 
your goals, resources, abili-
ties, and skills. Make saving 

a priority and take advantage 
of employer-sponsored retire-
ment programs if they are of-
fered.

Don’t underestimate 

spending. You will need 
money in retirement, and it’s 
best that you don’t underesti-
mate just how much you’re go-
ing to need. No one wants to be 
stuck at home during retire-
ment, when people typically 
want to enjoy themselves and 
the freedom that comes with 
retirement. Speak to a fi nan-
cial planner to develop a rea-
sonable estimate of your liv-
ing expenses when you plan 
to retire.

Pay down or avoid debt 

while you can. Retiring with 
debt is a big risk. Try to elim-
inate all of your debts before 
you retire and, once you have, 
focus your energy on growing 
your investments and/or sav-
ing money for retirement. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Successful ways to stretch 
retirement savings

Many budding retirees have misconceptions about how much money 
they will need in retirement.

Start early on retirement 

saving. It’s never too early to 
begin saving for retirement. 
Although few twenty-some-
things are thinking about re-
tirement, the earlier you be-

gin to invest the more time 
you have to grow your money. 
Enroll in a retirement plan 
now so you have a larger nest 
egg when you reach retire-
ment age.  
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You Don't Need Surgery 
To Get Rid of Varicose Veins

 NON-SURGICAL, OUTPATIENT PROCEDURE

 LITTLE TO NO SIDE EFFECTS

 RESUME NORMAL ACTIVITY ALMOST IMMEDIATELY

 MORE THAN 95% EFFECTIVE IN CLINICAL TRIALS

 TYPICALLY COVERED BY INSURANCE

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

718-204-7200
Christopher J. Varughese, MD, FACC

Vascular Medicine & Cardiology
Astoria Cardiology Group, PC

42-07 30th Avenue, Astoria, NY
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S enior living communi-
ties often present an af-
fordable and comfortable 

option for adults over the age 
of 55. Filled with like-minded 
and similarly aged residents, 
these communities can be the 
right fi t for individuals no lon-
ger interested in or capable of 
taking care of a larger home. 
Senior communities are lo-
cated all across the country. 
Finding one that meets your 
needs takes only a little re-
search.

Although they are often 
moderately priced and offer 
a variety of amenities, senior 
living communities some-
times suffer from a bad repu-
tation. But such communities 
are not the “old age homes” 
that some people purport 
them to be. Rather, they’re en-
tire living neighborhoods that 
cater to the needs of an active 
resident base. These commu-
nities can range from inde-
pendent living private homes 
or condos to managed care fa-
cilities. Residents may be able 
to enjoy organized outings, 
recreation, shopping, and so-
cialization without having 
to venture far from property 
grounds. Some communities 

offer food services or an on-
site restaurant. 

Fifty-fi ve and older com-
munities offer conveniences 
that many fi nd irresistible. 
They’re frequently located 
close to shopping, dining and 
healthcare providers. Taxes, 
insurance, utilities, and main-
tenance expenses may be cov-
ered in one fee. Clubhouses, 
golf courses, lakes, card 
rooms, and many other offer-
ings are designed to appeal to 
residents of many ages.

Now that baby boomers 
have reached the age where 
retirement communities are a 
consideration, there has been 
an infl ux of interest. Those 
considering a move to one of 
these communities should re-
search some information be-
fore purchasing a unit.

• Determine the fees asso-
ciated with a community. Can 
Medicaid or long-term care 
insurance pay for all or a por-
tion of the fees? Which types of 
services does the monthly fee 
cover?

• Who is eligible to live in 
the community? Some restrict 
all residents to a particular 
age, while others do not. Rules 
may be in effect that include 

an age cut-off limit.
• Investigate the types of 

residents and who would be 
your immediate neighbors. 
What percentage of people 
live in the community all year 
long, and how many are part-
time residents?

• Look into the particu-
lar home owner’s association 
rules. Bylaws may indicate 
that the property must be kept 
in a certain manner. You may 
not be able to paint exterior 
items a certain color, nor put 
up fencing or set up outdoor 
patio furniture. Get the details 
before you sign anything.

• Is this the type of com-
munity where you can age in 
place? Meaning, are there sep-
arate accommodations if you 
eventually need assisted liv-
ing care? Some communities 
offer living options that vary 
depending on residents’ ages.

• Be sure there are activi-
ties or amenities that appeal 
to you. You eventually want 
to fi nd your niche and get to-
gether with a group of friends 
who share the same interests.

• You may want to fi nd a 
community close to your chil-
dren or other relatives. This 
way you will not have to travel 

far to visit others, and they 
will be able to visit you easily 
in return.

• Some communities are 
gated, which can increase feel-
ings of safety. If this is a prior-

ity, look for housing under se-
curity.

Following these guidelines 
can mean discovering a com-
munity where anyone can feel 
comfortable for years to come.  

Senior living options abound

Senior communities may have amenities that appeal to a wide variety of 
interests. These can include beach access or golf courses to enjoy with 
the grandkids.

ELDERCARE TODAY

Routine immunizations 
can keep people safe and 
healthy. Certain vacci-

nations can prevent diseases 
from producing symptoms, 
while others can lessen the 
duration of an illness or make 
conditions less severe.

Vaccination schedules be-
come a way of life for parents 
to young children. But vac-
cinations aren’t just for kids, 
and adults should keep tabs 
on their immunization his-
tories to ensure they’re up-
to-date with vaccinations for 
their particular age group 
and lifestyle.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention warns 
that the elderly are more 
likely to die of a vaccine-pre-
ventable disease than other 
age groups. The immune 
system begins to decline as 
we age, so the body can ben-
efi t from the disease-fi ghting 

boost provided by vaccina-
tions. Individuals at any age 
should discuss immuniza-
tions with their doctors, but 
it’s a particularly important 
conversation for those age 50 
and older.

Vaccine schedules and 
recommendations may vary 
depending on where a person 
lives, but the following immu-
nization recommendations 

are offered courtesy of the 
Centers. 

Infl uenza: An annual 
fl u shot can help prevent the 
nearly 36,000 deaths that oc-
cur due to fl u each year in the 
United States. The fl u vaccine 
is designed to combat the cur-
rent strain of fl u, so it is rec-
ommended anytime between 
September to March, which is 
the prime fl u season.

Recommended immunizations 
for those age 50 plus

The immune system begins to decline as we age, so the body can ben-
efi t from the disease-fi ghting boost provided by vaccinations.

Many homeowners have 
found themselves scram-
bling to make their 

homes handicap accessible af-
ter a sudden injury or illness. 
In addition, some homeowners 
have found themselves looking 
to make adjustments to their 
homes in anticipation of wel-
coming elderly, less-mobile rel-
atives into their homes.

Converting a home into a 
handicap-accessible space can 
seem like a daunting task that 
requires adjustments to nearly 
every part of the house. While 
the extent of those adjustments 
depends on the individual who 
needs to be accommodated, 
some of the areas homeown-
ers must address when making 
their homes handicap accessi-
ble are universal regardless of 
the individual’s condition.

Entryways
A home’s entryways often 

must be addressed when mak-
ing the home more handicap 
accessible. Portable ramps can 
be an affordable option and are 
often an ideal for those who 
only need to make temporary 
adjustments, such as when a 
resident suffers an injury that 
requires he or she spend some 
time in a wheelchair. When the 
adjustments will just be tem-
porary, a folding wheelchair 
might be necessary, as the 
doorways might not be able to 
fi t a standard wheelchair that 
doesn’t fold.

Making a 
home handicap 

accessible

Making a home more handicap 
accessible can be a signifi cant un-
dertaking, but many of the adjust-
ments homeowners must make 
are small in scale and won’t take 
long to complete. Greg Vote
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plete and the fact that they 
can do so at a very affordable 
price and not leaving the in-
stitution with a heavy loan 
burden.  That’s one of the big-
gest concerns for most stu-
dents and the families these 
days,” Rodriguez said. “We’re 
delighted that our work has 
been recognized.”

About 80 percent of the 
college’s students graduate 
debt-free, which Rodriguez 
said allows students to think 
not just about graduating, but 
also about pursuing a gradu-

ate degree.
The school is the largest 

producer of computer science 
majors in New York City, has 
the third largest business 
and accounting program in 
the state and has a long tra-
dition of providing teachers, 
counselors and principals for 
New York City schools. 

Other highlights include 
the college’s Aaron Copland 
School of Music and its envi-
ronmental science course of-
ferings.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

west corner of 163rd Street and 
43rd Avenue.

-Firefighter Timothy M. 
Welty Street at the northwest 
corner of 32nd Avenue and 
159th Street.

-William M. Feehan Tri-
angle at 164th Street/27th Av-
enue.

-Jennifer Y. Wong Way at 
the southwest corner of 25th 
Avenue and Utopia Parkway.

-Michael D. Mullan FDNY 
Way 9-11-01 at the northwest 
corner of Jordan Street and 
33rd Avenue.

-Mohammad Salman Ham-
dani Way at the corner of 204th 
Street and 35th Avenue.

-Captain James J. Corrigan 
Way across from the firehouse 
on Francis Lewis Boulevard 
between 35th Avenue and 
200th Street.

-Captain Vincent F. Giam-
mona Way at the southwest 
corner of 42nd Avenue and 
202nd Street.

-Arthur Warren Scullin 
Way at the southeast corner 
of 193rd Street and Northern 
Boulevard.

-Firefighter Andrew Chris-

topher Brunn Street at the 
northeast corner of 211th 
Street and 41st Avenue.

-Glenn J. Travers Sr. 9/11 
Memorial Way at the north-
east corner of 28th Avenue and 
211th Street.

-Lt. Peter J. Farrenkopf 

Place at the corner of 207th 
Street and 26th Avenue in Bay-
side.

-Ending at Christopher Ra-
caniello 9/11 Memorial Way at 
the northeast corner of Mara-
thon Parkway and Thornhill 
Avenue.

NEVER GIVE UP 
UNTIL THEY BUCKLE UP.

WHEN THEY’RE TUNING YOU OUT.

bers were encouraged to pe-
ruse the store and purchase 
as many books as possible 
in order to help its financial 
situation. 

Deason promised that the 
book giant would someday 
return to the borough. 

“The Queens community 
is extremely important to 
us and as a result we are ag-
gressively looking at new 
locations and expect to have 
a new store there in the fu-
ture,” he said.

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued from Page 16 

Sept. 11
Continued from Page 5 

Continued from Page 5 

Bookstore

College
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GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED
LIVEUNITED.ORG

BY GIVING JUST A FEW HOURS OF MY DAY

A LIFETIME OF LEARNING
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

The queens are heading to 
Queens.

After outgrowing its origi-
nal Brooklyn home, Bushwig, a 
festival of all things drag, will 

sashay up the block and over 
the border into Ridgewood.

Onderdonk House will play 
host to about 150 gender illu-
sionists during the Bushwig 
2015 festival’s celebration of 
drag culture, music and art 

Sept. 12-13.
“It will be literally non-stop,” 

Simon Leahy, Bushwig’s co-
founder, said. “There will be one 
drag queen every five minutes.”

In between performances 
from the likes of The Countess 

Mascara, Patti Melt and Louisi-
anna Purchase, musicians and 
DJs will regale the crowd with 
a wide range of musical genres. 

And because drag is not 
just for the boys anymore, 
several drag kings, including 
Goldie Peacock, K James and 
members of the mixed group 
Switch N’ Play, are slated to 
perform. 

Now in its fourth year, 
Bushwig was born during 
a drunken conversation be-
tween Leahy and co-founder 
Matthew Mendoza, who per-
forms as Horrorchata. 

The two were bemoaning 
the fact that the long-running 
East Village drag spectacle 
Wigstock, founded by legend-
ary performer Lady Bunny 

in 1984, had been on hiatus 
for more than a decade. They 
knew there were plenty of drag 
performers in the outer bor-
oughs who were just looking 
for a place to strut their stuff. 

Drag performers at this 
year's Bushwig, including 
co-founder Horrorchata 
(back row, second from l.), 
pose for a group shot.  

Photo courtesy Maro Hagopian

Continued on Page 56
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KIND 
OF A DRAG

Bushwig, a gender-bending performance 

celebration, settles into new Ridgewood home

IF YOU GO
Bushwig 2015

When: Saturday, Sept. 12, and 
Sunday, Sept. 13, 2 pm - 10 pm
Where: Onderdonk House, 18-
20 Flushing Ave., Ridgewood
Cost: $30 - $40, tickets are 
available at bushwig2015.
peatix.com
Contact: (917) 257-7780
Website: www.bushwig.com
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PRODUCTIONS

“The Pillowman” — Martin McDonagh’s dark 
comedy from 2003 revolves around a writer 
living in a police state whose stories are 
similar to a series of grizzly child murders. 
When: Sept. 18 - Oct. 3
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-28 45th Road, 
Long Island City
Cost: $18/adults, $15/LIC residents, seniors 
and students
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.variationstheatregroup.com

“Plaza Suite” — Neil Simon’s comedy 
set in a suite at the Plaza, follows the 
misadventures of three groups of guests. 
When: Oct. 2 - 4 and Oct. 9 -11
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The Post 
Theatre, Building T4, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“The Importance of Being Earnest” — 
Subtitled “A Trivial Comedy for Serious 
People,” Oscar Wilde’s farce tweaks the 
social conventions of Victorian England. Oh, 
and is one of the funniest plays ever written. 
When: Oct. 23 - Nov. 8
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 

Ave., Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.titantheatrecompany.com

“Broadway Around the World: A Musical 
Revue” — Queens’ newest group, the Royal 
Star Theatre of ICC, presents a musical 
theater world tour. 
When: Oct. 23 -24, at 8 pm; Oct. 25 at 2 pm
Where: Immaculate Conception School 
Auditorium, 179-14 Dalny Road, Jamaica 
Estates
Cost: $15/donation
Contact: (718) 428-8681
Website: www.spotlightonstage.com/
RoyalStarTheatre.htm

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting 
— Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle 
of Great Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and writing exercises 
for playwrights in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Sept 9-11
6–11 p.m.

$25 to ride all night
9/9 & 9/10

Sept12
2–11 p.m.

Sept 13
12:30 –11p.m.

ride free 
12:30 –1:30 p.m.

Amusements by All Star Midway 

For full entertainment schedule, printable directions 
and other details, visit

marinolodge.org
Hempstead Harbor Park, 175 West Shore Road, Port Washington, NY 11050

Don’t Miss This
Great End of Summer Tradition!

The Largest and Oldest Feast on Long Island

At Picturesque North Hempstead Beach Park, Port Washington
Sponsored by 

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 
Port Washington

Percentage of proceeds support 
multiple charities and scholarships.36th

Annual

Answers in Sports
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Brooklyn Grange is sweet 
on Queens. 

The rooftop agricultural 
co-operative, which runs its 
flagship farm in Long Island 
City, is buzzing around mak-
ing final preparations for the 
second annual New York City 
Honey Week.

About a dozen apian-re-
lated activities from tastings 
pairing cheese and honey to 
a five-course honey-themed 
dinner comprise the schedule 
of events in Queens, Brooklyn 
and Manhattan.

“It’s a fun and joyous way 
to celebrate honey,” Anastasia 
Cole Plakias, grange co-found-
er, said. 

Last year, the grange opted 
to expand its Rockaway Honey 
Fest beyond the seaside. The 
beach will remain a hive of ac-
tivity during the fifth annual 
daylong festival Sept. 12 that 
brings together city beekeep-
ers, food, arts and crafts as 
well as a bee-product market-
place on Beach 97th Street and 

the Boardwalk. 
But there will be plenty of 

other ways to get your honey 
fix.

Things kick off Tuesday 
when Murray’s Cheese on 
Bleeker Street joins with Ma-
rina Marchese, of Red Bee 
Honey, to create the ideal com-
binations of cheese and honey. Beekeeper Ruth Harrigan will lead a tour of new hives on the grounds of Fort Totten as part of this year's New 

York City Honey Week.  Courtesy Ruth Harrigan

Honey Week returns with slate of sweet treats

Continued on Page 54

City rolls out the black-and-yellow carpet to celebrate everything the urban bee does

BEER 
GARDEN 

BAKED, 
STEAMED, 
RAW CLAMS

LOBSTER ROLL 
W/ POTATO 
SALAD

SPECIAL
$15

Pitchers

$12
$12

/Dozen

Yuengling
Shock Top Belgian White
Shock Top Summer Shandy
Samuel Adams Octoberfest
Blue Point Toasted Lager
Goose Island Ipa

EVERYDAY INCLUDING WEEKENDS

IF YOU GO
NYC Honey Week

When: Sept. 8 - Sept. 13
Where: Various locations 
around Queens, Brooklyn 
and Manhattan, including 
Rockaway Beach for Honey 
Fest on Sept. 12.
Cost: Reservations are 
required to nearly all 
activities. Most events are 
free or are by suggested 
donation. Tickets to tastings 
and dinners range from $45 
up to $125 per person
Website: www.
nychoneyweek.com for more 
info and to register for events
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EVENTS

NYC Parks Queens Bocce 
Tournament — The annual 
citywide tournament stops 
in Queens for a day of bocce. 
The best teams will advance 
to the city championship on 
Staten Island held Sept. 26. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 12, 
from 8 am - 5 pm
Where: Bocce Courts, 
Juniper Valley Park, Middle 
Village
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Bike New York: Bicycling 
Basics Class — Learn 
how to adjust a helmet, 
perform simple mechanical 
inspections, shift gears and 
maneuver around common 
road hazards. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 12, 
from 10 am - 1 pm
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park Aquatics Center
Cost: Free

Contact: (212) 870-2080
Website: www.bike.nyc

Honey Festival — NYC Honey 
Week holds its fi fth annual 
event with beekeeping 
demos, marketplace and 
activities for the kids on 
Rockaway Beach. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 12, 
from 10 am - 6 pm
Where: Beach 97th Street 
and Boardwalk, Rockaway 
Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: 718-318-4000
Website: www.nychoneyweek.
com

Circus Amok — This one-
ring circus combines tight-
rope walking, juggling and 
acrobatics with experimental 
dance, puppetry and gender-
bending performance art. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 12, 
from 1 pm - 4 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

MUSIC

Queens College Choral 
Auditions— The Queens 
College Choral Society is 
seeking new members for 
its 75th anniversary season. 
Individuals of all ages with 
prior singing experience 
are invited to audition. 
Rehearsals are held on 
Wednesday evenings. 
When: Wednesday, Sept. 9, 
from 6 pm - 7:15 pm
Where: Queens College Music 
Building, Room 246
Contact: To schedule an 
audition, call music director 
James John at (718) 997-3818
Website: www.qc.cuny.edu

FILM

Movie Night in Ozone Park — 
Catch a screening of the recent 
animated hit “Big Hero 6.”
When: Friday, Sept. 4, at 
8 pm
Where: Joseph P. Addabbo 
Memorial Park, 81-2 133rd 
Ave., Ozone Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

KIDS & FAMILIES

Summer Sports 
Experiences — Kids will play 
a variety of sports each day 
to develop their skills. Come 
to every session or just one. 
When: Monday - Friday, through 
Sept. 4, from 10 am - 6pm
Where: Detective Keith L. 
Williams Park, 173rd Street 
Playground, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Family Health & Fitness 
Day — The whole family can 

participate in this day of 
fi tness demonstrations, races, 
contests, crafts and more.
When: Saturday, Sept. 5, 
from 10 am - 3 pm
Where: Roy Wilkins Recreation 
Center, Merrick and Baisley 
boulevards, St. Albans
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 276-8686
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Back to School Festival — 
Enjoy one last spree before 
school starts later this week. 
Activities include games, 
rides, craft projects and free 
giveaways.  
When: Saturday, Sept. 5, 
from noon - 3 pm

Where: Alley Pond Park, 
76th Avenue and Springfi eld 
Boulevard, Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Omar’s Summer Send-Off 
— Say goodbye to summer 
with this afternoon-long 
party with magic shows, 
dance contests and live DJ 
music. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 5, 
from 2 pm - 6 pm
Where: Forest Park 
Carousel, Woodhaven
Cost: Free

Continued on Page 56

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Ed Canty

A Ford in Your Future
Across
1. "Pipe down!"
5. Cancel
10. -- the line 
(obeyed)
14. Boat in "Jaws"
15. "___ fault is it?"
16. Device for 
rotating one's tires?
17. Bothers
18. Like Cheerios
19. Beginning to 
care?
20. The 19th 
President
23. Command
24. "Heads up!" e.g.
25. Has a cow
28. Bay
30. Face saver?
31. Ex-viewer of 
Medusa?
33. Friendly beginner?
36. Shakespeare's 
hangout?
40. Big load of bricks
41. Descartes and 
others
42. Cast leader?
43. Roger of "Cheers"
44. Newspaper 
section
46. 1960's radical 
Hoffman
49. Bewitching 
town?
51. Classic '50s car
57. Chick chaser?
58. Circumvent
59. Blue Bonnet, e.g.
60. Brand, in a way

61. Deserve
62. Big money-
maker?
63. Tut's cousins?
64. Composer 
Camille Saint-___
65. Diminish

Down
1. Coating of frost
2. A language of 
Pakistan
3. "Great ___!"
4. Discuss
5. Duel tools
6. Rub the wrong 
way?
7. Chopper blade
8. Computer addict?
9. Bow to pressure?
10. "Chili today,  
hot ___"

11. Certain daisy
12. Bush, senior?
13. Thomas 
Jefferson, 
religiously
21. "... ___ he 
drove out of sight"
22. Any port in a 
storm
25. Actors
26. A chorus line
27. Financial aid
28. Atlantic 
swimmers
29. "... sail ___ 
Ship of State"
31. Dad's lads
32. A crowd in 
Torino?
33. Green beginner?
34. Stallion, once
35. 11 components?

37. Canned meat 
rival of Spam
38. "___ fi fo fum"
39. 1940s 
Los Alamos 
development
43. Commuters
44. Almost hails
45. The "p" in 
m.p.g.
46. Pull ___ one
47. ___ well
48. Go to pieces?
49. Animal catcher
50. Bring to the mix
52. Does some 
tailoring
53. Bit of eye 
makeup?
54. Hip bones
55. Bed check?
56. Spoil, with "on"

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

MS. SCARLET'S FRIENDS
S P I R O A S O B M A P
E A T E N G C L E F U S A
W H I T E C O L L A R S T D
A S S A I L C A T E R T O

P D A S A S E A
A M P A N T E S N E R D
B E L T G O V T O L D I E
E T U I N E A E G A D
T O M B S E N G R D A L E
O B I T S T E E D S S N
C A R E S H A M

A R S E N A L A R A B I A
F L A G R E E N B E R E T S
U T Z A O R T A M I D S T
R O Y N O S Y E A S Y A

Minimum of 25 People 
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)

or whipped cream Napoleon
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs

▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana 

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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M
arvin at my gym often 
wants to know what 
I’ve seen.  He’s talk-
ing about theater, of 

course, ‘cause Marv and his 
wife get to lots of shows, usu-
ally in Manhattan and Off-
Broadway.  And he gives me 
his reviews.  

What I’ve seen in the last 
few months includes “On the 
Town,” “A Delicate Balance,” 
“Matlida,” “The Flick” and 
most recently “Penn & Teller” 
— they made an elephant dis-
appear – and “Something Rot-
ten.” 

None of these, I must ad-
mit, were in Queens.  My local 
theater attendance has fallen 
off – I did see “Merrily We Roll 
Along” by the Astoria Per-

forming Arts Center, and 
an Isabel Robin cabaret per-
formance at the Bay Terrace 
Garden Jewish Center – and 
the main reason is that I’ve 
tasted many of these offerings 
before.

The mind-set of commu-
nity theaters in Queens leads 
them to produce mysteries, 
light comedies, and plays that 
have been done many times 
in the past — with titles that 

their target audience is famil-
iar with.  The problem, for me 
and I believe a large potential 
audience, is that these works 
lack a contemporary edge, ex-
citement and challenge that 
would appeal to many of those 
who seldom go to the theater 
in Queens but instead take the 
bridge-and-tunnel trip to the 
city.

Perhaps the fact that these 
groups are housed mainly in 
churches and temples limits 
their choices. Today’s plays 
often have controversial and 
provocative themes, including 
sexual subject matter and lan-
guage, which may be offensive 
to the powers that be.

The same goes for musi-
cals.  And although we have 
many local talented actors, the 
more people you put on stage, 
the less likely the entire cast 
will be of high quality, coupled 
with the requirement of musi-

cals for good acting, singing 
and dancing.  Not to overlook 
the technically rewarding as-

pects of elaborate lighting and 
set changes which our venues 
lack.

There are exceptions, of 
course, but they are few and 
far between.  Hence the need 
for those expensive and time-
consuming trips to Manhat-
tan.

“Something Rotten” at the 
St. James Theatre scores high 
marks for cleverness.  It takes 
place in London in 1595 where 
William Shakespeare is por-
trayed as the reigning rock 
star with a Trump-size ego.  
Two brothers, trying to com-
pete with him, come up with a 
plan to create the world’s first 
musical.  Lots of Shakespear-
ean quotes abound, and when 
Will struggles – “it’s hard to 
be the Bard” – he appropriates 
some good lines from others.  
You’ll also recognize bits and 
pieces from well-know musi-
cals – for instance “how do you 
solve a problem like Ophelia?”  
The audience loved it.

Queens can do better, es-
pecially with those state-of-
the-art theater venues that I 
have been pleading for.  (Hope 
springs eternal.)  In the mean-
time, there may be some indi-
viduals with the time and the 
energy to form an alliance 

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Continued on Page 54

“Merrily We Roll Along” cast members Nicholas Park (l. to r.), Ally Bonino, 
Jack Mosbacher and Rachel Rhodes-Devey perform in one of the few 
Queens-based shows Ron Hellman has seen this year. 

Boro’s theaters should stop playing it safe
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110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

 MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 

PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

Real Dice 
Real Ball 

A Real BIG DEAL!  

Over 5,000 Games. Minutes Away!

C R A P S,  R O U L E T T E  &  M O R E

Real–Action 
Electronic 

Table Games!

If, however, you are looking for 
the perfect mix of alcohol and honey, 
check out the Queen Bee Cocktail Clas-
sic at Manhattan’s Black Label Wine 
Merchants, or the Thirsty Thursday 
beer sampling at the Columbus Circle 
Whole Foods, both on Sept. 10. 

But not all honey is necessarily 
used to satisfy a sweet tooth.

Workshops on turning beeswax 
into lip balm as well as honey-infused 
salve are also scheduled.

While plenty of places in the other 
boroughs will be buzzing with activi-
ties, most of the week’s events take 
place right here in Queens. 

Beekeeper Ruth Harrigan, who 
maintains hives in Flushing, Bayside 
and Douglaston, will provide tours of 
her newest installation on the grounds 

of Fort Totten, Sept. 10, beginning at 10 
a.m.

“I have two beehives there and I’m 
going to open up one,” Harrigan said. 
“There should be some honey. There 
may not be a lot because it’s a new hive, 
but there will still be signs of honey.”

Harrigan, who will also have her 
honey for sale, expects to lead a casual 
chat about bees and what they do for the 
environment. She will also touch on the 
medicinal values of honey and pollen.

“Because bacteria can’t grow in 
honey, it can be used to heal wounds,” 
Harrigan said. “Taking honey from a 
local hive, with local pollen can offer 
relief to allergies. It’s like taking an al-
lergy shot.”

Pre-registration is required and 
tours will be on a first-come, first-
served basis. 

Queens diners will be able to satis-
fy their cravings with a honey-themed 
dinner at Edgemere Farm in Far Rock-
away Sept. 11. 

A visitor to Brooklyn Grange’s rooftop garden checks out bees from one of the hives. 
Courtesy Anastasia Plakias

Continued from Page 51 

Honey Week

among the groups to 
coordinate scheduling, 
publicity, prop and cos-
tume sharing, and doing 
all that it takes to make 

shows in Queens a first 
choice for theatergoers.

A festival or two is a 
good idea.  Manhattan 
has several – FringeNYC 
just ended its 19th an-
niversary season  but 
there are more coming 
up.  Long Island City re-
mains a theatrical hot 

spot in western Queens, 
but some borough-wide 
events would stir things 
up.  As you may have 
learned from the Bard, 
“All the world’s a stage…”

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBHOFC@gmail.com.

Continued from Page 53 

Hellman
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BUSHWIG
So in 2012, the two hooked up 

with the Secret Project Robot 
gallery-performance space in 
Bushwick and presented the first 
Bushwig. 

“I also throw events,” Men-
doza said. “I wanted to do a huge 
event with tons of drag queens.”

The duo had an immediate hit 
on their hands with about 600 fes-
tival-goers circling through the 
space during each of the previous 
outings. They quickly outgrew 
their Bushwick home, but wanted 
to remain in the neighborhood.

“It was hard to find locations,” 
Mendoza said. “We’ve been look-
ing for a space for the last three 
years.”

They found it in the block-
long grounds of the Onderdonk 
House. 

Horrorchata, who got her start 
in drag back in Austin, Texas, 
serves as emcee for the weekend. 
She will also be performing, but 
does not want to give too much 
away. 

“I will be doing a little num-
ber,” Horrorchata said. “It’s a 
secret, but it will be something 
delicious.”

Along with the performances, 
audience members will have a 
chance to check out clothing for 
sale by various vendors; pur-
chase food, beer and wine; and 
view artwork on display. 

The bigger space means Bush-
wig will be able to showcase the 
myriad talents of drag perform-
ers to a larger audience, Leahy 
said. It also makes sense in the 
development of the festival. 

“We are moving to a bigger 
venue, but we are not growing too 
big, too fast,” Leahy said. 

And the festivities are holding 
onto a little bit of Brooklyn. 

Things get under way Friday 
at Lovegun, 617 Grand St., Wil-
liamsburg, with the Bushwig 
Ball Warm Up. During the eve-
ning, one drag contestant will be 
crowned Miss Bushwig. 

“Sort of the belle of the ball,” 
Leahy said. 

Activities shift to the Onder-
donk House Saturday and Sun-

day, from 2 p.m. - 10 p.m. each day. 
Day passes are available for $30 
each; a weekend ticket will cost 
$40. 

But Saturday night after-par-
ties, which kick off at 10 p.m. and 
run deep into the night—one will 
wrap up at 8 a.m. Sunday—will 
be held at various spots back in 
Brooklyn. 

While Leahy expects to hit 
some of the late-night activities, 
he does not think he will still be 
up and out when the sun rises 
Sunday. 

He will be too busy prepping 
for Day 2 of the festival and keep-
ing everything organized and on 
schedule.

“The kids can do that, but I 
can’t anymore,” Leahy said. 

Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

The Amazing Captain Faust 
— Capt. Faust will amaze and 
awe audience members with 
his slight-of-hand tricks and 
illusions. 
When: Monday, Sept. 7, at 2 
pm and 4 pm
Where: Forest Park 
Carousel, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

The Great Miguelino — 
Miguelino’s tricks will leave 
audiences in awe while 
making them laugh.  
When: Monday, Sept. 7, at 2 
pm and 4 pm
Where: Fantasy Forest 
Amusement Park in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, near 
the Queens Zoos
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Hands-on History: Founding 
Fathers — Celebrate the 
228th anniversary of the 
signing of the Constitution by 
making an 18th-century wig 
and putting your own John 
Hancock on a replica of the 
document. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 12, 
from noon - 3 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
Rufus King Park, Jamaica 
Avenue and 150th Street, 
Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingmanor.
org

Skats the Clown — 
Combining magic and 
clowning, Skats will keep 
audience members laughing 
as they try to fi gure out how 
he pulls off his tricks. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 12, at 
2 pm and 4 pm
Where: Forest Park 
Carousel, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

DANCE

Suite Summer Festival — 
The sixth annual festival 
offers audience members 
the chance to wander 
Socrates Sculpture Park to 
catch site-specifi c immersive 
dance performances. 
When: Friday, Sept. 4, at 6 pm; 

Saturday, Sept. 5, at 5 pm; and 
Sunday, Sept. 6, at 3 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old 
nichibu dance popularized 
in kabuki. All experience 
levels are welcome and all 
materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 
ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Simon Denny: The Innovator’s 
Dream — The fi rst major 
U.S. museum solo show of 
Berlin-based Simon Denny, the 
exhibition adopts the layout of a 
industrial trade show to display 
works that evoke the language 
and psychology of the new 
media economy. 
When: Through Sept. 7
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/adult suggested, $5/
students and seniors suggested, 
Free/children under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

COMEDY
Open Mic at Rapture 
Lounge — All musicians, 
poets, writers, singers-
songwriters, comedians and 
performance artists are 
welcome. Sign-up at 8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 
10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-27 
28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.
rapturelounge.com

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts fi ve 
different comics each week. 
Comics range from underground 
NYC acts to nationally touring 
headliners. The show is 
absolutely free, no cover charge 
and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld, 
ben@bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars

Continued from Page 49 

Continued from Page 52 

Arts

Performers and participants at last year’s Bushwig enjoying the festivities in 
Bushwick.  Photo courtesy Santiago Felipe
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The Mansion at

Please Join Us
Thursday, Sept. 17 th 2015 

from 7pm–10pm
For Our Amazing

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, 
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors, 
have a private tour of our historic 
mansion and taste the wonderful 

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff 
have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor     @Douglaston Manor 
or The Douglaston Manor

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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only at

Seasonal Fresh Fruit
Rustic Potato Hash

House Made Granola & Local Yogurt
Applewood Smoked Bacon

All Natural Chorizo
Two Hudson Valley Farm Eggs Any Style

Scratch W.T.F. Buttermilk Biscuits. 3 ea.
Local honey & cultured butter

Black Pepper & Jack Cheese Crustin. 3 ea.
Smokey & spicy cream cheese

House Made Ricotta Jar. 10
Local honey drizzle, thyme, toasted almonds, grilled walnut bread

House Smoked Salmon. 16
Everything bagel chips, lemon crème fraiche, crispy capers, pickled bermuda 

onions, tomato jam

O.M.G. Short Rib Hash. 16
Crispy red bliss potatoes, short ribs, smoked onions, gruyere, Hudson Valley 

farm egg, fresh salsa

S.M.H. Chicken & The Egg. 19
Buttermilk fried Burning Hearts farm chicken, slow cooked bacon wrapped 

Hudson Valley farm egg, chipotle emulsion, Texas toast

V.B.G. Big Willie. 21
Grilled chorizo, crispy pork-belly, spicy black beans, Hudson Valley farm egg, 

avocado, frites

Baked Eggs Ranchero. 14
Hudson Valley farm eggs, chorizo, grilled jalapeño, cilantro, fi re roasted tomato, 

Oaxaca cheese

B.Y.O. Omelet. 13
Hudson valley farm eggs served with choice of four vegetables and cheeses

T.G.I.S. Eggs Benedict. 14/18/20
Poached Hudson Valley farm egg, creamy spinach, toasted English muffi n, 

hollandaise choice of: ham/crabcake/steak

The Big Jack. 18
USDA prime burger, hand selected dry aged cuts, petite greens & french fries

B.F.F. Steak & Eggs. 24
Dry aged NY Strip, Hudson Valley farm eggs, rustic hash, salsa verde, herb salad

French Toast Bread Pudding Skillet. 15
Cinnamon, vanilla, local honey, brioche, cider & warm maple syrup

Lemon & Mascarpone Pancakes. 14
Scratch made pancakes, mascarpone-honey butter, lemon zest, warm local maple syrup

BRUNCH

A Little Something for the TableA Little Something for the Table

Farm, Pasture, GardenFarm, Pasture, Garden

On The Side 5 ea.On The Side 5 ea.

WESTSIDE
440 Ninth Ave.
 NY, NY 10001
(212) 244-0005

BAYSIDE
39-40 Bell Blvd.

 Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 229-1100

MIDTOWN
44 West 56th St.
NY, NY 10019
(212) 245-1550

www.UncleJacks.com

“The Big Red”
Special Handcrafted

Bloody Mary 20

Bellini 5 ea.   Mimosa 5 ea.
Bloody Mary 5 ea.

(12 – 3pm)

Saturday Brunch: 12–4 ~ Sunday Brunch: 11–3

Experience the 
Hippest Handcrafted 
Brunch in New York

Experience the 
Hippest Handcrafted 
Brunch in New York
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,
www.elcaribecaterers.com

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
M&V LIMOUSINES
1117 Jericho Tpke. Commack, NY 11725  
(800) 498-5788, www.mvlimo.com

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Sydney Zambrotta reaped 
the fruits of her labor by 
verbally committing to play 
basketball at Louisville next 
year.

The Cardinals showed 
great interest in the Christ 
the King girls’ basketball 
guard during her freshman 
and sophomore seasons be-
fore dialing back their pur-
suit. Zambrotta’s strong 
senior summer with New 
Heights brought a few more 
colleges back into the fold, 
including Louisville, which 
was one of the schools she 
was hoping to regain.

Louisville head coach Jeff 
Walz offered Zambrotta a 
scholarship in mid-July and 
he and his staff were persis-
tent after that. Zambrotta 
returned their commitment 
to her with one of her own 
during her official visit to 
the school over the weekend. 
She told Walz she was joining 
his program on her last night 
while out with the team at a 
local restaurant. 

“We were all laughing and 
that’s when it sunk it that I 
wanted to be a Cardinal,” Zam-
brotta said. “I pulled Coach 

Walz aside and I told him and I 
told the rest of the team.”   

Zambrotta, who also vis-
ited Minnesota and Miami, 
said she went to Louisville 
with an open mind and not 
planning on committing.  
Then she felt welcome there 
and part of the family at 
Louisville right away. She 
praised Walz and his staff.

“I just felt like Louisville 
was the right fit,” Zambrotta 
said. “The people there are 
amazing. I just felt like I had 
a connection with the team.”  

The Cardinals, who saw 
former Christ the King star 
Bria Smith graduate after 
last season, are one of wom-
en’s college basketball’s ris-
ing programs. The Cardinals 
reached the NCAA tourna-
ment final in 2009 and 2013 
and went 27-7 last season 
before losing in the Sweet 
16. Zambrotta is excited to 
going to such a prestigious 
program.  

“It just means each year 
they are going to excel for 
greatness and I definitely 
want to be a part of that,” she 
said. 

Louisville is getting one 
of New York City’s best play-

Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Holy Cross saw two of its 
best players from last year’s 
team transfer, with Rutgers-
bound wide receiver Ahmed 
Bah now at Grand Street and 
quarterback Joshua Edwards 
heading to North Catholic 
Philadelphia. The remaining 
Knights don’t want to hear 
about the stars who left, and 
want to prove their talent col-
lectively makes the team just 
as good.

“That motivates us more,” 
said Jeremiah Nelson, a se-
nior linebacker and receiver. 
“We like to have the mind-set 
that one person doesn’t make 
up a team. Even though we 
lost a big part, it is not going to 
decide how our season is going 
to go.”

Cross’ biggest strength will 
be its veteran and cohesive 
offensive line as it looks to 
compete in the CHSFL’s AAA 
division. It returns three start-
ers in Stephen Barongi, Sal 
DiMuro and Daniel Sparrow. 
They will be asked to go both 
ways with just 35 players on 
the roster, but new head coach 
Tim Smith believes this group 

will be a big key to his team’s 
success. It’s the closest group 
they have had since 1999. The 
former long-time assistant 
coach took over this season for 
Tom Pugh, who retired after 
42 years at the helm.

“These guys do everything 
together,” Smith said. “They 
are at every weight lift togeth-
er.”

The Knights’ quarterback 
job is up for grabs with junior 
varsity call-up Christian Val-
dez battling it out with last 
year’s varsity backup, Joseph 
Fellin. Smith gives Fellin the 
early edge because of his expe-
rience.  Whoever wins the job 
will have plenty of weapons to 
work with in a tweaked offen-
sive system.

Smith is high on senior 
running back Aaron Grif-
fin and will use Nelson in the 
backfield and as a slot receiver. 
Junior Justin Moore is an ex-
plosive running back off the ju-
nior varsity. Returning senior 
Re’Vonne Smalls, who will 
also play in the secondary on 
defense, will join him. Junior 
Michael Ciardello is a sure-
handed possession receiver 
and reminds Smith stylistical-

ly of a former New York Jet.  
“He’s something special,” 

Smith said. “He’s Wayne Chre-
bet-ish.”

Holy Cross has had one of 
the league’s toughest defenses 
in recent years with Smith 
as defensive coordinator. He 
doesn’t see that changing with 
this physical group. Senior 
Kahron Hogans and junior 
Dylan McCutchen will anchor 
the defensive line. Donte Snell 
and Kevin Donato are in the 
secondary. An experienced 
linebacker group returns with 
Nelson, Jeremiah Jones and 
Anthony Yodice.

“We got ballers on our de-
fense,” Nelson said. 

It is that kind of confidence 
that has allowed Holy Cross to 
quickly move past the loss of 
its two stars and focus on prov-
ing how much talent is still in 
the program. They open the 
season Sept. 12 against Mon-
roe Woodbury. 

“As long as we keep work-
ing hard, we can be as good 
as anybody,” Nelson said. “We 
lost two good players, two 
brothers, but we still have a lot 
more that is here that is ready 
to work.”Continued on Page 65 

Stephen Barongi of Holy Cross works on his technique at practice. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Knights still stellar
Even without big names, Holy Cross aims to shine

Sydney Zambrotta (l.) will be playing for the Louisville Cardinals.

King’s Zambrotta 
commits to Louisville
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SPORTS AUTO AD

WE HAVE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

1.9%
PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED SALES

EVENT!

$AVEBIG BUCKS NOW
DURING OUR...

Hunting for a Good Deal? Look N

2013 TOYOYA HIGHLANDER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

32K MILES #22623T

$31,995

2010 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

85K MILES #22624T

$10,995

2006 LEXUS GX470
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

67K MILES #22602T

$18,995
2012 TOYOTA SIENNA

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
26K MILES #21505

$28,995

2008 HONDA PILOT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

71K MILES #22599T

$15,995

2005 TOYOTA TACOMA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

91K MILES #22600T

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA LIMITED

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
53K MILES #22620T

$22,995

2014 TOYOTA SIENNA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

29K MILES #22597T

$17,995

2006 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF.,
AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 120K MILES #22616T

$8,995

2013 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD, 

17K MILES #22598T

$26,995

2011 NISSAN FRONTIER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

32K MILES #22617T

$21,995
MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 

ALL OFFERS END 9/15/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE

...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED
CALL LIZ @ 718-445-2525

LOADED CLEAN SUPER CLEAN

LOADED

2008 TOYOTA 4RUNNER 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

92K MILES #22606T

$15,995

SUPER 
CLEAN
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SPORTS AUTO AD

No Further...Great Deals in Sight!

www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

96K MILES #22568T

$23,995

2012 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4WD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

94K MILES #22290T

$28,995

2009 TOYOTA COROLLA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

38K MILES #22618T

$10,995

2004 TOYOTA COROLLA  
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

79K MILES #22318T

$6,995

2014 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER
AUTO, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

11K MILES #22610T

$15,995

2013 FORD FUSION 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

26K MILES #22441T

$16,995

WE WANT YOUR

TRADE!
We Speak Spanish, 
Chinese & Korean

2014 TOYOTA VENZA 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

29K MILES #22621T

$28,995

LIMITED CERTIFIED

MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 
ALL OFFERS END 9/15/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

2011 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

37K MILES #22582T

$16,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

83K MILES #22577T

$11,995

2004 HONDA CRV
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

118K MILES #22565T

$6,995

2002 TOYOTA SEQUOIA SR5
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, CC, TILT,  AM/FM, CD, 99K MILES 

#22571T

$9,995
2012 TOYOTA CAMRY

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
55K MILES #22611T

$12,995

CLEAN
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The St. Francis Prep and 
Holy Cross football programs 
have new head coaches for 
the first time in more than six 
and four decades respectively. 
The only thing that has re-
ally changed, however, are the 
names next to the titles.

Both new coaches, Rich 
Carroll at St. Francis Prep and 
Tim Smith for the Knights, 
were properly groomed for the 
job. So when legendary SFP 
head man Vince O’Connor died 

in February at the age of 85 and 
Tom Pugh chose to retire after 
42 seasons at Holy Cross, the 
transition for both programs 
was almost seamless, outside 
of Smith having to wait four 
months to be officially hired. 

Smith only pointed to a few 
minor changes.

“Maybe they will have 
green in their cleats now,” he 
said. “That’s about it.”

Both he and Carroll have in 
a sense been doing their new 
jobs already and have long 
relationships with the pro-
grams. Carroll, previously the 
associate head coach, played 
for O’Connor in the ’80s and 
has coached at SFP on-and-off 
for 13 seasons since 1997. As 
O’Connor slowed down over 
his final few years, more rep-
sonsibility fell on Carroll’s 

shoulders.
“It’s a lot easier,” Terriers 

senior safety Marco Minich-
ino said. “We are all used to 
him.”

The relationship between 
Smith and his players is very 
similar. He has coached in 
the Knights program for 17 of 
the seasons since 1996, taking 
three years off to be the head 
man at Nazareth. Pugh gave 
Smith, his defensive coordina-
tor, more responsibly and deci-
sion-making opportunities the 
last two years. It has helped 
ease him into his new job.

“He had been telling me for 
years, ‘Eventually it is going 
to be you. So you might as well 
starting doing it now,’” Smith 
said.

The Knights players were 
hoping he would get the job, 
but the four-month wait for 
him to officially get it led 
to a few players choosing to 
transfer. Smith understands 
players’ concern that a new 
coach could have come in and 
thrown Holy Cross tradition 
out the window. 

The guys in uniform 
couldn’t be happier to have 
him back, because in their 
mind he has already proven 
himself.

 “The whole team was 
pushing for him to come back 
because he is a familiar face,” 
Knights linebacker Jeremiah 
Nelson said. “Coach Smith is 
a great coach. Even when he 
wasn’t head coach he was still 
kind of like a head coach for 
us.”

It continues to show that 
the best way to replace a leg-
end is to learn from one. Smith 
will still reach out to Pugh for 
advice and Carroll wants his 
players to continue to learn 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Quarterback Terrence 
Chavis was a major reason 
for Flushing’s success and 
playoff runs the last two sea-
sons. But even after graduat-
ing Chavis, arguably the best 
quarterback in the PSAL last 
year, the Red Devils don’t see 
their passing attack missing 
a beat, with his former back-
up Tajmaleeak Beckett now 
playing that leadership role. 

The senior enjoys the fact 
that the belief around the city 
is the exact opposite. 

“I love it, especially when 
people don’t know about me,” 
the 6-foot-1 Beckett said. 
“They know Terrence Chavis, 
but they don’t know me. They 
haven’t seen me yet.”

He spent two seasons as 
Chavis’ backup, is athletic 
and has a strong arm of his 
own. Beckett can throw the 
ball 55 to 60 yards and isn’t 
afraid to tuck it and run it if 
needed. Flushing coach Jim 
DeSantis sees the passing at-
tack as one of the team’s big-
gest strengths, with playmak-
ing receivers like Kameron 
Walker and 6-foot-2 Carlyle 
Kent Jr. as targets.

“Beckett can sling it,” De-
Santis said.

How well he can do it will 
depend on the performance of 
a big but young offense that 
does not return any starters. 
Freshmen Ireland Burke and 

Derek Webster will be asked 
to play right away. Rashid 
Tindal and Renaldo Paul will 
also be in the mix, as will 
senior Timothy Koki, the 
team’s most experienced of-
fensive lineman.   

“We do have athletes. If we 
can get that group to be good 
in 15 days, we have a shot,” 
DeSantis said.

The starting running back 
job is still up for grabs and 
doing it by committee is cer-
tainly a possibility. John Ad-
ams transfers Praise Prawl 
and Errol James are contend-
ers, along with Christ the 
King transfer Aaron John-
son, one of three brothers on 
the team.

“We need those [young] 
linemen to help us boost up 
the run game,” Koki said, 

A number of players will 
be asked to play both ways, 
with Flushing having only 
around 30 players on its ros-
ter heading into the season 
opener against Fort Hamil-
ton at home Saturday. Even 
Beckett will also play line-
backer alongside Holy Cross 
transfer Luc Johnson and 
brother Antonio Johnson, 
who came over from LaSalle. 
Luc Johnson could also start 
at defensive end.

Many of the offensive 
linemen will play on the de-
fensive side also. James is 
expected to be a playmaking 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Flushing's Tajmaleeak Beckett runs to the football during a practice.  
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Rich Carroll takes over the helm at St. Francis Prep after the passing of 
legendary coach Vince O'Connor. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Beckett takes reins 
of Flushing team

Holy Cross, SFP coaches 
keep up traditions

Continued on Page 65

Continued on Page 65
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ers. She averaged 23.4 points per game 
for a Royals team that won the Brook-
lyn/Queens title and lost in the state 
Federation Class AA title game. Zam-
brotta had 32 points and six rebounds 
and took two key offensive fouls late in 
a CHSAA state final victory over rival 
Archbishop Molloy. She is the second 

Christ the King senior to commit to 
a Division I school after Dominique 
Toussaint picked Virginia.   

Zambrotta is pleased to have the de-
cision behind her. She can now focus 
on bringing a state Federation title 
back to Middle Village after losing in 
the final last year.

“That loss to LuHi is still in the 
back of my mind and making me hun-
grier,” Zambrotta said. “We wanted 
that chip last year.” 

safety with Jaylen Williams. Deonte 
Whilchez will be at cornerback along 
with Walker. 

“He is a little bit awkward, but he 
seems to cover guys,” DeSantis said of 
Whilchez. 

Despite their inexperience, the 

Flushing players are determined to 
keep the winning going. The Red Dev-
ils reached the semifinals two years 
ago and the quarterfinals last season, 
compiling a 19-7 record during that 
span. The players don’t want the suc-
cess to end with them.

“Ten years after I graduate, I still 
want them to win,” Beckett said. “You 
have to keep it going. Everybody wants 
to win.”

from O’Connor through him and the 
other coaches who played for the leg-
end. The stories they can tell and les-
sons they pass on make him a pres-
ence. O’Connor’s offense is also still in 
the playbook.

“We’ve run the belly series since 
1957,” Carroll said. 

It’s just another sign of how both 
he and Smith will take their cues from 
their mentors. Each is their own man 
and changes will be made here and 
there along the way, but for the most 
part you don’t throw way philosophies 
that aren’t broke and histories that are 
irreplaceable.

Choosing to maintain their schools’ 
traditions is the first and best decision 
that both could make in their new 
jobs.   

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The St. Francis Prep se-
niors want the final chapter of 
their high school career to be a 
comeback story. 

The rebuilding Terriers 
struggled and did not win a 
game in the AAA division of 
the CHSFL last season after 
graduating the core of two of 
its best teams in recent years. 
Now a veteran group is hun-
gry to rebound after a move 
down to the AA.

“You don’t want to be that 
team remembered for the bad 
things, we want to maybe get a 
good comeback story,” said se-
nior center Nick Zovich.

It is Zovich and the offen-
sive line that have St. Francis 
Prep believing it can make 
a run at the AA title. The 
group is all seniors with Alex 
Bracco, John Manolopoulos 
and 5-foot-10, 300-pound right 
tackle Chris Nelson. 

The Terriers will again 
rely on its traditional belly 
series running game, with a 
few wrinkles led by speedster 
A.J. Hoy and physical back 
Josh Angevine, a junior var-
sity call-up. New head coach 

Rich Carroll, who takes 
over for the legendary Vince 
O’Connor who died at the 
age of 85 in February, wants 
to see his team control the 
ground game.

“We are looking for three 
yards and a cloud of dust,” 
Carroll said.

J.J. Mooney is SFP’s top re-
turning receiver and Carroll 
is hopeful for a breakout year 
from Kauris Zypher.

There is still a competition 
for who will lead the Terriers 
offense under center. Senior 
Chris Torres and last year’s 
junior varsity quarterback 
Josh Angevine are battling for 
the job.

There isn’t a question who 
the defensive leader is, with 
senior safety Marco Minich-
ino back. Carroll described 
him as the team’s best athlete. 
Senior Ryan Gardiner returns 
at linebacker and fullback 
and classmate Zypher is back 
at cornerback. After missing 
games late last season with 
concussions, Minichino wants 
to finish his time in Fresh 
Meadows strong. “It’s my last 
year so I am trying to go out 
with a bang,” he said.

St. Francis Prep added a 
new weapon with Baldwin 
transfer Justin Hollis, who 
play in the secondary and pos-
sibly spend some time at run-
ning back.

Carroll has been impressed 
with this team’s resolve af-
ter a tough campaign playing 

against some of the league’s 
best clubs. The players believe 
facing quick and physical op-
ponents will only have them 
better prepared for its current 
competition.

“I think we can bring that 
to the AA,” Zovich said.

What they would like to re-

ally bring back because of it is 
a AA crown.

“One of the things we talk 
about is you have a chance to 
be one of the great stories of St. 
Francis Prep football,” Carroll 
said. “Because nobody [on the 
outside] is expecting a lot for 
these guys.”

St. Francis Prep senior safety Marco Minichino works on his agility at practice. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Flushing

Zambrotta

Block Shots

After tough 2014, St.Francis eyes AA crown
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tion commitments in the past 
and the deal could make Iran 
even more dangerous as the 
pact would unfreeze more 
than $100 billion in Iranian 
assets.

“It will also gain access to 
billions more dollars as oil 
revenues increase,” Maloney 
said. “It is difficult to imagine 
that at least a portion of that 
massive windfall would not 
find its way into the hands of 
terrorists. Iran will continue 
bankrolling terrorist militias 
throughout the Middle East—
Hezbollah in Lebanon, Assad 

in Syria, Hamas in the GazaS-
trip and the Houthis in Yemen. 
And Iran continues to hold 
four American prisoners.”

Maloney is the 14th House 
Democrat to publicly oppose 
the agreement known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action. U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) was the first 
House Democrat to break with 
the president, Congressmen 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) is still undecided.

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-NY) is one of two Senate 
Democrats to oppose the deal 
while U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand (D-NY) has endorsed it.

Congress is expected to 
vote on a measure express-

ing disapproval of the deal 
next month. If that passes 
and Obama exercises his veto, 
two-thirds majorities in both 
chambers would be required 
to override.

“What we wanted out of 
this agreement was peace. 
But before the ink was dry, 
the mullahs were declaring, 
‘Death to America,’” Malo-
ney said. “Some believe that 
if we can just delay Iran from 
obtaining a nuclear weapon, 
a more moderate regime in a 
country with a young popula-
tion will assume power and 
abandon Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions. We can hope for the best, 
but we need an agreement that 
assumes the worst.” 

and encourage greater coop-
eration. Accountability for 
the cleanliness of our streets 
begins and ends with each of 
us as fellow neighbors.”

“We have seen more pick-
up lately. It was a good thing 
for the councilman to be 
here,” said Rick Ali an agent 
at Allstate.

Additional enforcement 
agents and staff members 
from the councilman’s office 
visited the remaining busi-
nesses along Liberty Avenue, 
and distributed Adopt-a-
Basket literature, provided 
routing times, and supplied 
Styrofoam Packaging Re-
strictions Hardship Waiver 
applications.

“We need to keep in con-
stant partnership with the 
public,” said Commissioner 
Garcia. 

Wills commented on the 
importance of his district’s 
business owners to set an 
example for the rest of the 

community to follow when 
discarding their garbage.

“The street becomes 
more economically valuable 
when it’s cleaned up, and 
we’re here to let them know 
that we’re here to work with 
them,” Wills said.

Since last year Wills has 
employed the non-profit Fed-
cap-Wildcat Services Corpora-
tion to supplement the sanita-
tion services the department 
routinely provides his constit-
uents and obtained additional 
litter baskets to curb the prac-
tice of dumping heavy refuse 
into city receptacles.

“The reason these events 
are so important is that we 
need to educate business own-
ers. They have to clean up, 
they have to know the regula-
tions, and they have to know 
that we will respond to their 
concerns,” said Community 
Board 10 Chairwoman Betty 
Braton.

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

amenities.
The new run features a 

beach pebble surface, a    drink-
ing fountain for the dogs, a 
stainless steel meshed fence 
mounted on a concrete curb 
and a perimeter landscaping 
buffer. There are sustainable 
hardwood benches and dog 
waste bags on the site, which 
is open 24 hours a day.

“The addition of Gantry 
Plaza State Park’s new versa-
tile dog run provides Long Is-
land City’s growing population 
of dog owners with increased 
access to open space in a park 
that has become one of New 
York City’s top destinations,” 

City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“As Long Island City contin-
ues to grow, it is important 
that we continue to provide 
families with the quality ame-
nities they can enjoy for years 
to come in a great neighbor-
hood that cherishes the com-
panionship of its furry little 
friends.”

The original plan was 
changed to move the entrance 
to Center Boulevard, further 
away from the school, after 
parents argued that students 
would be endangered. The 
3,000-square-foot space in-
cludes a community garden 
that serves as a buffer between 
the dog run and the school.

“Providing the growing 
neighborhood of Long Island 
City with more park space is 

one of my top priorities, and 
the Gantry Plaza Dog Run will 
be yet another safe, enjoyable 
place for our community,” 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) said. “I am hope-
ful this new space will suc-
cessfully balance the needs of 
our community members so 
that parents, students and dog 
owners alike can welcome the 
addition to the neighborhood.”

It becomes the fifth dog run 
in Long Island City. The others 
are located at Anable Basin, 
Murray Playground, Hunters 
Point South Park, and Vernon 
Boulevard and 48th Avenue.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

its window display, a request 
with which the owner alleg-
edly complied. This could not 
be independently confirmed. 

The signage for Nexus 
Point was an inconspicuous 
scaffold that made no allu-
sion to the adult nature of the 
business inside. 

 Nexus Point could not be 
reached for comment on the 
shop at 80-30 Jamaica Ave.

“Their front was pretty 
tasteful,” said Ed Wendell, a 
board member at the Wood-
haven Residents’ Block As-
sociation. “Had people not 
pointed it out, I don’t think 
many people would have no-
ticed it.”

Inside, the shop sold both 
non-adult bargain items such 
as party supplies while also 
offering pornographic vid-
eos, sex toys and private vid-
eo booths for customers.

“In this situation you 
have claims to free speech on 
both sides,” said Erica Dub-
no a lawyer from the firm 
Fahringer & Dubno, which 
represented adult businesses 

in the recent court case. “You 
have the right of community 
members to speak out against 
expression that they disap-
prove of, but you also should 
not silence the expression of 
the business owner and the 
customers of the store who 
want to enjoy a type of expres-
sion that may not be popular, 
but is fully protected by the 
First Amendment. The com-
munity members can oppose 
it, they can speak out against 
it, but when you drive busi-
nesses out of town and force 
places to be shuttered and 
padlocked, we are all the los-
ers.”

Wendell, in an opinion 
shared by many along the 
Jamaica Avenue corridor, re-
mained unconvinced.

“Anyone who supports 
free-speech for pornography, 
that’s the hill you want to die 
on?” he said. “Those busi-
nesses on Jamaica Avenue 
have been vulnerable to a 
weak economy and then to 
see something like this come 
in, there was tremendous 
concern. The right to speech 
is really important, but the 
speech they promote isn’t 
right for our avenue.”

people of Jackson Heights in 
the strongest possible way.”

In July, the Jackson Heights 
LGBT community joined to-
gether for a candlelight vigil 
marking the 25th anniversary 
of Julio Rivera’s brutal anti-
gay murder. Dromm became 
a notable figure in the rise of 
gay-rights organizations in 
the neighborhood in the years 
that followed the Rivera mur-
der, which led to the founding 
of the annual Queens Pride 
Parade, the second largest 
Pride event in New York City 
drawing 40,000 spectators an-
nually.

“It is frightening when you 
see stuff like this,” Dromm 
said. “However, we have 
learned to live with the hatred. 
Still I can’t help but think may-
be a child lives in the home of 
the person that is distributing 
these fliers. What if the child 
is at the stage where he or she 

is questioning there own sexu-
ality and they’d see this flier. 
What type of impact could that 
have? That could be devastat-
ing for that child.”

He is also troubled about 
the fliers’ religious tone. 
“Many of the churches have 
condemned us and used reli-
gion against us for centuries,” 
he said. “However, the transla-
tion on this flier may be ma-
nipulated.”

Dromm heard about the fli-
ers from several constituents 
and alerted Deputy Inspector 
Brian Hennessy at the 115th 
Precinct, who does not com-
ment on ongoing investiga-
tions.

 
Reach reporter Bill Parry by 

e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.
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Jackson Heights residents found anti-gay literature on their cars, accord-
ing to City Councilman Daniel Dromm. Photo courtesy Daniel Dromm

For more hyper-local Queens news on 
your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit 

TimesLedger.com.
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SECURITY GUARD TRAINING
Become a NY State Certifi ed Security Guard Today!

8 HR. Pre-assignment
16 HR. on the Job Training

Fireguard Prep
IDC - (Instructor Development Course)

F80 Coordinator of Fire Safety & Alarm Systems
OSHA

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
Accessible by

and Q24, Q56

Accessible by

and Q58, Q55, B52, B26, B54

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING

Day and Evening Courses
Experienced Instructors
JOB Assistance Provided
Se Habla Espanol

INSTRUCTORS
WANTED

Your Future Starts NOW!

BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN
JOB AND CAREER



FREE Delivery, Set-up & Removal
On All Stearns & Foster, Sealy Optimum, Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid And Tempur-Pedic Mattress Sets. 

O $999, 12 MONTHS ON PURCHASES OF $1,000-$1,999 AND 24 MONTHS ON PURCHASES OF $2,000 - $3,499. 36 MONTHS ON PURCHASES OF $3,500-$4,499, 48 MONTHS ON PURCHASES OF

$200UP TO

ON SELECT 
SEALY POSTUREPEDIC HYBRID

MATTRESSES

$400UP TO

ON 
REFLEXION

POWER BASES

PLUS

INSTANTLY ON SELECT SEALY POSTUREPEDIC HYBRID 
ADJUSTABLE MATTRESS SETS

T STEARNS & FOSTER
ATTRESS SETS



†Discounts deducted from P.C. Richard & Son New Low PricePP offers, cannot be combined with any other P.C. Richard & Son promotion. Percent discounts, shall not apply to and exclude: Computers, Monitors, Printers, Tpp ablets, eReaders, Prepaid Cards, Video Game Consoles, Apple, Designer Appliances, select Polk,TT Klipsch, Weber Grills, Bose, Samsung TV’s, Sony TV’ ’s, 
GE Cafe & GE profile Appliances, prior sales, dealers, clearances, special sale items, P.C. Richard & Son Gift Cards, or competitive ads. We reserve the right to limit quantities. ††If within 30 days of your purchase from P.C. Richard & Son you should see a lower advertised price from any “Brick and Mortar”PP or “Authorized Online” retailer, we will gladly mail you a check for 100% of the
difference. Only retailers that are designated by the manufacturer as authorized shall be considered to qualify within this policyll . Our Low Price Guarantee applies to all brand new merchandise with the exact model numbeyy r.ee Excludes: going out of business sales, one-of-a-kinds, limited quantities, discontinued items, installations, delivery, rebates, extended seryy vice, financing, free giveaways 
and bundle offers (See Store For Details). Effective 10/12. Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. Not responsible for photographic or typographical errors.
© 2015 P.C. RICHARD & SOPP N

WAS $499

guarantee
PRICE MATCH

We Service What We Sell 
by our very own 

factory-trained technicians.

Our Delivery Team 
 will deliver and set up all 

mattresses to your satisfaction.

Great Selection 
of pillows, non-allergenic 

mattress protectors, frames and 
other accessories.

Going Green
Our team will remove all old bedding 

and recycle it according to regulations.

Complete Selection 

of Quality Brand Mattresses

The Largest 
Family Owned & Operated 

Appliance, Electronics & Mattress Retailer in the USA…
The Company You Can Trust.

We Will Meet or Beat Any 
Advertised Price†† SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. 

MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED.  
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

Special 
Financing Available
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2
Our Friendly & Knowledgeable 

Sales Counselors 
are factory trained and will help you 

find the perfect mattress…

TOP 10 REASONS 
TO BUY YOUR MATTRESS AT

Made In The USA
All our mattresses are Direct from 
the Factory and made in the USA.

Firm or Plush Queen Mattress*

FIRM -51174051-Q 
PLUSH -51174151-Q 

$19997
SAVE $300Firm

Plush

*Mattress only. Box Spring Sold Separately

WAS $1249 
-513465-51Q  -513466-51Q  
-513469-51Q  -513470-51Q 

$69997
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