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BY TOM MOMBERG

A Queens woman who was 
charged last year with assist-
ing her ex-con boyfriend in 
allegedly throwing a Molotov 
cocktail inside his friend’s Lit-
tle Neck home is walking free 
after striking a plea deal on a 
lesser charge with prosecutors 
Tuesday, the Queens district 
attorney said.

Alexandra Flaherty, now 
24, was charged with arson 
in August 2014 when it was al-
leged she had driven Ezra Ba-
rashy, 26, to the house on 60th 
Avenue in which he tossed the 
explosive to set it on fire, the 
DA said.

Flaherty was given a 
chance to enter a residential 
treatment facility for her nar-
cotics addiction after pleading 
guilty to fourth-degree crimi-
nal facilitation in February, 
according to the district attor-
ney’s office.

Flaherty was sentenced 
Tuesday to an adjournment 
in contemplation of dismissal, 
or ACD, by pleading guilty 
to a misdemeanor at Queens 
Criminal Court, following her 
successful completion of the 
residency program, according 
to the DA’s office.

If Flaherty had failed to 

BY MADINA TOURE

Community Board 11 ex-
pressed disappointment Tues-
day over not being immediate-
ly informed of a contract that 
the Bayside Jewish Center 
signed with the School Con-
struction Authority to build a 
high school on its property. 

In May, the SCA announced 
that it was finalizing its pur-
chase of the site, located at 203-
05 32nd Ave.

The Bayside Jewish Center 
could not be reached for com-
ment. 

CB 11 Chairwoman Chris-
tine Haider said she learned 
Tuesday afternoon that the 
contract was signed and that 
she did not receive the Sept. 
3 press release in which state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
discussed it.

“We have been monitoring 
this almost on a daily basis 
with the board office to find 
out what has been happening 
and I was very, very shocked 
that we were not informed that 
it had been signed only this af-
ternoon,” Haider said. 

The SCA has said it would 
conduct a traffic study and the 
required environmental im-
pact study to address commu-
nity concerns about the proj-
ect creating traffic congestion 
since it is close to Bayside HS 
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BY BILL PARRY

With the refugee drama 
unfolding in Europe, Astoria 
resident Maria Blacque-Belair 
is doing remarkable things 
with asylum seekers here in 
Queens. Her organization 
has a special program at the 

Brooklyn Grange rooftop farm 
in Long Island City.

“It’s really heartwarming,” 
Blacque-Belair said.

Frank “Turtle” Raffaele 
purchases produce from the 
farm for his Coffeed restau-
rants and has witnessed the 
amazing transformations. 

“They are the happiest 
people on the farm, amazing 
considering what they’ve been 
through,” he said. “They call 
her Mama Maria.”

See story on Page 5.

Girlfriend of  
boro arsonist 

avoids jail time 

A saint helps refugees in Astoria 

Deal signed for high school
 

Bayside Jewish Center quietly agrees to DOE project on site 

Serena Williams (l) and sister Venus embrace at the end of their epic quarter-final match at the US 
Open in Flushing, perhaps the most talked-about showdown of the entire tournament. Serena won 
6-2, 1-6, 6-3. Photo by Robert Cole

LOVE MATCH
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BY MADINA TOURE

A Briarwood man is now 
going to be receiving $1,000 
a day for the rest of his life 
after winning the New York 
Lottery’s Cash4Life prize.

Manuel Moreira, 50, a ho-
tel union worker, won $7 mil-
lion from the Aug. 17 Cash-
4Life drawing, according to 
the New York State Gaming 
Commission.

Moreira said that on the 
day of the drawing, he went 
to Concord Drug Pharmacy 
at 138-50 84th Drive in Briar-
wood after work to purchase 
his tickets. He plays the Cash-
4Life game regularly and 
picks his own numbers using 
a combination of his and his 
family’s birthdays. Before go-
ing to work the next day, he 
checked his numbers on the 
New York Lottery website.

“I didn’t believe what I 
was seeing,” Moreira said in 
a statement. “I was in a pan-
ic. I woke up my wife and she 
saw how panicked I was and 
thought someone had broken 
into our house.” 

It was only when he went 
to the Manhattan Lottery 
Customer Service Center that 
he believed and realized how 
much money he had won. 

“At first, I really didn’t 
believe that I had won $7 mil-
lion,” he added. “But then 

when I got to the Lottery of-
fice and they verified it for 
me, it started to sink in. I’m 
really still in shock.” 

Moreira chose to receive 
the money as a one-time 
lump sum payment, net-
ting him $4,361,280, the New 
York State Gaming Commis-
sion said. He plans to use the 
money to take care of his chil-
dren, grandchildren and fam-
ily and possibly start finding 
a new home. 

“This really is a dream 
come true,” Moreira said. 

Carolyn Hapeman, a 
spokeswoman for New York 
Lottery, said the Cash4Life is 
a well-liked game.

“In terms of the game it-
self, he won probably one of 
the most popular games that 
the lottery sells right now,” 
Hapeman said. “It’s the only 
game that features two Cash-
4Life prizes, including the 
one that Mr. Moreira won on, 
which guarantees $1,000 a 
day for life. The second prize 
is $1,000 a week for life.”

A chef from Brooklyn 
won the top prize of $5,000 a 
week for life on the Set For 
Life scratch-off game at the 
Aug. 17 drawing and a main-
tenance man from the Bronx 
won the $3 million jackpot on 
the scratch-off game Instant 
Millionaire. 
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BY MADINA TOURE

The NYPD has received a 
“Best of New York” award for 
its social media campaign, 
whose pilot program started 
in the 109th Precinct.

The Center for Digital 
Government gave the Police 
Department the “Most Innova-
tive Use of Social Media/Citi-
zen Engagement” award for 
the NYPD’s IdeaScale website, 
 nypd.ideascale.com, a web-
based platform that crowd-
sources the quality-of-life 
agenda so the department can 
keep track of problems occur-
ring in the community.

Due to what the depart-
ment has learned through 
the platform, it has been able 
to pinpoint and resolve previ-
ously unknown issues as well 
as better use its resources and 
preventative measures.

In April, the NYPD 
launched the campaign at 
the 109th Precinct’s monthly 

council meeting at the Police 
Academy in College Point. 
The program seeks to  follow  
quality-of-life issues, includ-
ing graffiti, excessive noise, 
speeding, double-parked cars 
and truck traffic.

The website currently has 
about 1,600 users, accord-
ing to Chrissy Voskerichian, 
president of the 109th Precinct 
Community Council. 

The precinct has active Fa-
cebook and Twitter accounts 
in which it regularly gives res-
idents updates about crimes 
occurring in the area.

Voskerichian said Inspec-
tor Thomas Conforti has taken 
a lead on social media in the 
precinct, noting that he would 
learn of the issues in the area 
on IdeaScale “within seconds” 
and take action.

“I think that’s why we were 
chosen to be a pilot,” Voskeri-
chian said. “I think he just put 
a lot of time and effort into en-
suring that it was going to be 

a program that worked for the 
community and gave them a 
way to report their quality-of-
life issues instantaneously.”

The Police Department also 
received the “Best Application 
Serving the Public” award for 
the Emergency Service Unit—
Mobile Computer Assisted Dis-
patch system, which enables 
emergency information to be 
available to first responders 
in near real time.

Three additional precincts 
are now using the IdeaScale 
platform and there are plans 
to expand it further in the Po-
lice Department. Future plans 
to enhance the platform to 
make it more interactive will 
be announced by the end of the 
year.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

A Briarwood man claimed a $7 million prize from the New York 
Lottery.  Courtesy of NYS Gaming Commission

The NYPD is testing its new social media program in the 109th Precinct. Twitter

Briarwood resident 
collects $7M lottery

109 Pct. goes digital
NYPD wins award for social media engagement efforts
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BY VALERIE VICTOR

The City Parks Foundation 
put the goal of raising funds 
for the free youth instruction-
al program CityParks Tennis 
front and center at its 18th an-
nual Tennis Benefit at the US 
Open Tennis Championships 
last week. 

“We’re providing free 
equipment and free lessons 
to kids who may not have ac-
cess to things like that, and 
whether or not they become 
ranked tennis players is not 
what we’re interested in” said 
Heather Lubov, City Parks 
Foundation Executive Direc-
tor. According to Lubov, the 
foundation’s goal was to raise 
$250,000 by the night’s end. 
However, the Tennis Benefit 
topped that projected figure, 
raising $255,000. 

Funds raised for the City 
Parks Foundation are used to 
serve over 6,000 children in 
parks throughout New York 
City every season. The founda-
tion is one of the largest mu-
nicipal tennis programs in the 

country, providing services in 
over 36 parks across all five 
boroughs to kids from six to 
16. The foundation also runs a 
training academy.

In addition to raising funds, 

the event honored a series of 
guests including Steve Owens, 
head pro at the Pleasantville 
Tennis Club; Todd Martin, 
International Tennis Hall of 
Fame CEO; and Christopher 

Rodriguez, a CityParks Ten-
nis youth player from Jackson 
Heights.

Rodriguez, 16, was pre-
sented with the Billie Jean 
King Junior Award. Accept-
ing his award, he spoke about 
his great appreciation for Ci-
tyParks Tennis, his personal 
struggles and his mother’s 
health battles. 

“I don’t know where I would 
be without this program,” said 
Rodriguez. After being hon-

ored for his hard work, he was 
given an all-expense-paid trip, 
including full airfare from 
Delta Airlines, to Florida to at-
tend tennis camp. 

The City Parks mission is 
to do for many children what 
they were able to do for Rodri-
guez. “What we want is to just 
have kids develop a love for 
tennis, grow their self-esteem 
and really feel special,” Lubov 
said. 

  

Heather Lubov, executive director of the City Parks Foundation 
Photo by Valerie Victor

Benefi t raises funds for young tennis players

Young tennis player Christopher Rodriguez gets emotional after receiv-
ing an award from the foundation.  Photo by Valerie Victor
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BY BILL PARRY

A 9/11 first responder from 
Middle Village and a survivor 
from Flushing, both suffering 
the effects of cancer, went back 
to Ground Zero to call on Con-
gress to reauthorize the Zadro-
ga Act, and make it perma-
nent. The law, which provides 
health care and compensation 
to those with 9/11-related ill-
nesses, is slated to expire next 
year.

“These men and women 
are the heroes of 9/11 and they 
shouldn’t have to come to Con-
gress to beg for their lives,” 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) said. “They’ve 
endured chemotherapy, daily 
asthma attacks, permanent 
disabilities, post-traumatic 
stress and other terrible ill-
nesses. They live with the con-
sequences daily.”

Former NYPD Det. Joseph 
Ramondino, 53, of Middle Vil-
lage has battled two cancers 
since retiring in 2004 and en-
dured multiple surgeries and 
treatments. 

“It’s not about me because 
I’m not terminal like some 
of these other folks,” he said. 
“The program worked for me. 
I’m OK, but many are not and 
those are the people that this 
is about, the ones who are sick 
now and will be sick in the 
coming years. Extending the 

Zadroga Act and making it 
permanent is the right thing 
to do regardless of politics.”

Flushing resident Patricia 
Workman, 77, went to work as 
a volunteer for the Red Cross, 
the Salvation Army and Port 
Authority caring for the work-
ers who came off the pile week 
after week. “When I first got 
down there, there was this 
white powder on every build-
ing, on every floor. When the 
workers came off the pile, they 
were covered in that dust day 
after day,” she said. “Nobody 

wore masks because the feds 
said the air was safe.”

But it wasn’t. More than 
33,000 9/11 responders as well 
as survivors of the attacks, in-
cluding area residents, work-
ers and children, have illness-
es caused by breathing in the 
toxic dust, and over two-thirds 
of those have more than one 
illness. 

So far, 4,385 cancers have 
been found among 9/11 re-
sponders and survivors, ac-
cording to data from the 

BY MADINA TOURE

A settlement between the 
Transport Workers Union Lo-
cal 100 and the city clarifies 
that bus drivers will not be 
criminally charged in pedes-
trian crosswalk accidents if 
they did not act recklessly.

In June 2014, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio signed into law a right-
of-way provision that raised 
a traffic violation—failure 
to yield to a pedestrian or bi-
cyclist in a crosswalk—to a 
criminal misdemeanor when 
a driver fails to exercise “due 
care” and a pedestrian or 
bicyclist is injured. The mis-
demeanor carries a possible 
fine of up to $250 and 30 days 
in jail. 

TWU argued that the provi-
sion does not define “due care” 

or give examples of the types 
of driver behavior that would 
be considered a violation, 
which led to six bus operators 
involved in accidents being ar-

rested and charged between 
September 2014 and this Feb-
ruary. 

“This settlement safe-
guards all bus operators and 
other transit workers who 
drive MTA motor vehicles 
from arrest if involved in an 
accident lacking reckless-
ness,” John Samuelson, TWU’s 
president, said.

The settlement specifies 
that before prosecuting driv-
ers, officers have to prove that 
a driver acted carelessly. The 
city also said it would consider 
blind spots in buses.

In March, City Council-
man I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans), a former MTA bus 
operator and union member, 
introduced a bill calling for 
city bus operators to be exempt 

BY MADINA TOURE

The Flushing chapter of 
the National Congress of 
Black Women is looking to 
recruit area high school stu-
dents to educate people on 
how to vote. 

In June, three chapter 
members—Maxine Gallmon, 
Mireilli Leroy and Farida 
Daughtry—went to Flush-
ing HS, Jamaica HS and 
Townsend Harris HS where 
they handed out voter regis-
tration forms from the main 
voter regristration office in 
Manhattan and gave students 
an opportunity to volunteer. 
Their target is juniors and se-
niors but they are also look-
ing for students who are in-
terested in politics, political 
science or advocacy work. 

Daughtry, the chapter’s 
northeast Queens represen-
tative, said they plan to re-
turn to the three schools in 
October and recruit any stu-
dents who expressed interest 
in volunteering to go around 
the district and inform people 
about the voting process.

She noted that District 25 
has a large immigrant popu-
lation and that families end 
up relying on their children, 
who learn English more 
quickly.

“What we’re trying to do 
is encourage the upper level 
children to talk to their par-
ents about the importance of 
voting,” Daughtry said.

The three schools were 
chosen because they were 
convenient for the members 
as far as their connection to 
the school or location. Also, 
by starting small, they can 

see how the initiative rolls 
out before expanding the pro-
gram. 

“We emphasized we were 
not about any particular 
party or interest instead giv-
ing these young people who 
are now entering the world of 
self-reliance, that they have 
the opportunity to register 
to vote,” Pauline Murray, the 
chapter’s president and east-
ern Queens representative, 
said. “My understanding is 
that the schools were very re-
ceptive to that request.”

When they go back to the 
schools in October, they will 
have voter registration forms 
available in English, Korean, 
Chinese and Mandarin. 

Te organization, which 
currently has 12 members, 
has other projects in the 
works,some of which have al-
ready been implemented. 

A proposal for a recycling 
business that would employ 
formerly incarcerated in-
dividuals is still in the pre-
planning stages, Murray 
said. 

The chapter is continuing 
to run a food cooperative pro-
gram with Long Life Unity 
Food Buyers Collective in 
Brooklyn.

The organization also con-
tinues to support the Macedo-
nia A.M.E. Church’s Healing 
Hearts Ministry, a support 
group for incarcerated indi-
viduals or family members of 
those who have been impris-
oned or are still imprisoned. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Bus drivers no longer have to 
worry about arrests for acci-
dents in crosswalks that do not 
involve recklessness.  

Photo by Michael Shain

The Flushing chapter of the National Congress of Black 
Women is trying to encourage more young people to vote. 

Photo courtesy of Dr. E. Faye Williams

Joe Zadroga vows to go to Washington and meet with any lawmak-
er who is against extending the Zadroga Act, named for his son. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Black women’s group 
starts voting initiative

Bus drivers secure in safety law 

Back to Ground Zero
Ailing 9/11 fi rst responders want Zadroga Act saved

Continued on Page 55

Continued on Page 62
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BY BILL PARRY

The image of 3-year-old 
Syrian refugee Aylan Kurdi ly-
ing face down and dead in the 
surf at a Turkish beach resort 
is now seared on the world’s 
conscience, a tragic symbol of 
a massive worldwide displace-
ment of population. Wars, 
conflict and persecution have 
forced more than 60 million 
people, more than at any time 
since 1949 when the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
began keeping records, to flee 
their homes and seek refuge 
and safety elsewhere, accord-
ing to a report from the U.N. 
refugee agency.

Globally, one in every 10 
humans is now either a refu-
gee, internally displaced, or 
seeking asylum. If this were 
the population of a country, it 
would be the world’s 24th big-
gest.

“It’s the most displaced 
since World War II,” Refugee 
and Immigrant Fund Program 
Manager Ellie Alter said. 
“We’re glad people are talking 
about it, but people don’t have 
a choice but to open their eyes 
and ears to what’s happening. 
The situation is dire.”

Refugee and Immigrant 
Fund is an Astoria-based non-
profit founded by longtime 
Doctors Without Borders con-
sultant Maria Blacque-Belair. 
After a decade working in 
different war zones and hu-
manitarian crises around the 

world, Blacque-Belaire decid-
ed to specialize in war trauma 
and went to NYU to study so-
cial work.

She then went to work for 
Safe Horizon, a community-
based organization in Jack-
son Heights, in a program 
called Solace, for survivors of 
torture. “While I was there, I 

realized that there was a lot 
of asylum seekers coming to 
the country, and to New York 
especially, but there was no 
sort of entry point for them,” 
Blacque-Belaire said.

And so she started RIF in 
the summer of 2007 in the ga-
rage of her own home at 32-13 
37th St. in Astoria. 

“It started as an asylum 
orientation center,” Blacque-
Belaire said. “We gave clients 
individual orientations and 
information about the asy-
lum process, because it’s very 
complex and difficult to un-
derstand, so we tried to make 
it user friendly. People would 
come and we just sat with 
them and gave them a certain 
road map of what they needed 
to do.”

RIF provides references for 
pro bono lawyers and forensic 
psychological evaluations for 
the immigration court and 
psychological counseling. 

“People are usually very 
upset and traumatized and 
they need to have someone to 
talk to,” she said.

They came from Africa, 
Pakistan, Central and South 
America, Cuba and Haiti. 

“Many are doctors, lawyers 
and engineers, but cultural 
differences don’t allow them 
to assimilate to the Ameri-
can job environment,” Alter 
said. “Many of them endured 
torture and suffered psycho-
logical effects. We’ve had some 
women who were traumatized 
by genital mutilation.”

On a 2010 visit to the Brook-
lyn Grange, the world’s largest 
rooftop soil farm atop the Stan-

dard Motor Parts building, lo-
cated at 32-13 37th St. in Long 
Island City, Blacque-Belaire 
was inspired by what she saw. 
She approached the founder 
and creator of the farm, Ben 
Flanner, and they developed 
a new program for the asylum 
seekers.

“The idea at the beginning 
was really to have RIF’s clients 
go there mostly for therapeutic 
purposes,” Blacque-Belaire 
said. “To have an outdoor 
space, a friendly space, a way 
to be productive and think 
about something other than 
the stress of the asylum pro-
cess, which is horrible. That’s 
how it started.”

Now it is called the Urban 
Farm Project. Each season 10 
to 15 asylum seekers take part 
in a paid fellowship in Urban 
Agriculture, learning as they 
farm.

“They think at the begin-
ning it’s a little crazy, espe-
cially when they come in 
March and it’s still snowing,” 
Blacque-Belaire said. “Over 
time they begin to take it more 
seriously and actually start to 
realize that it’s a really inter-
esting place.”

Alter sees them change 
over time. 

The Urban Farm Project helps RIF clients get their minds off the stress of the asylum process while learning a new skill. 
Photo courtesy Loriz Guzzetta

The Urban Farm Project helps RIF clients get their minds off the stress of the asylum process while learning a 
new skill. Photo courtesy Loriz Guzzetta

Astoria group helps asylum seekers
RIF uses Brooklyn Grange rooftop farm in LIC to psychologically soothe traumatized refugees

Continued on Page 55
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BY BILL PARRY

The beleaguered No. 7 subway line’s 
52nd Street subway station in Wood-
side/Sunnyside is being called the 
worst in the city, based on a report is-
sued last week by the Citizens Budget 
Commission. 

The grim study identifies the 33 
stations in the worst condition, nearly 
half of which are in Queens.  Six  of the 
10 worst stations are in the borough.

The MTA defended its spending pri-
orities and a spokesman said, “Keep 
in mind that no other system in the 
world comes close to the number of 
stations we have in our system.”  The 
report studied the infrastructure of 
the 467 subway stations citywide and 
the MTA’s system for repairing them, 
using a “components” approach that 
identifies and rates two categories: Ar-
chitectural and Structural. Architec-
tural includes appearance such as tiles 
and paint, while structural relates to 
functionality such as stairs and plat-
form edges.

Of the 29 components at the 52nd 
Street station, 23 were deemed in need 
of repair, a whopping 79 percent that 
puts it at the top of the commission’s 
worst stations list.

“I’ve been using this station for 
more than 20 years and I’ve seen it 
decline steadily,” Woodside resident 
Christine Bellington said. “It’s never 
made me feel unsafe, though. I grew 
up in Rockaway and the A train is ter-
rible.”

The 52nd Street station serves 2.2 
million riders a year. The 103rd Street-
Corona Plaza station on the  No. 7 line 
was ranked fifth in the study. Over on 
the J line, 85th St-Forest Parkway fin-
ished second-worst in the city. 

Three stations on the Astoria line 
made the list with 30th Avenue in 
fourth place, 36th Avenue in seventh 
and Woodhaven Boulevard in eighth.   
Astoria Boulevard in 11th place. 

“The MTA has failed to recognize 
the rapid growth of our neighborhoods, 
and our infrastructure is not keeping 
pace,” state Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) said. “I will continue to push 
to drastically improve train perfor-
mance until all stations reach a good 
state of repair.”

The prospects for bringing all sta-
tions to a state of good repair are dim, 
according to the commission’s report.

 “Even if the proposed five-year 
capital plan for 2015-2019 were fully 
funded— which it is not—the MTA’s 
current and planned pace of work 
would never bring all to SGR,” or state 
of good repair, the report said. “At this 
pace of progress SGR for all station 
components would not be achieved un-
til 2067.”

To accelerate the pace, the commis-
sion recommends the MTA prioritize 
SGR work. “Shifting funds allocated 
for the next phase of the Second Avenue 
subway to station investments would 
cover 85 percent of the cost to bring all 
stations to a state of good repair in 30 
years, it said.  

By improving project management, 
more could be accomplished if proj-
ects were better managed to avoid cost 
overruns. It also suggested the MTA 
make effective use of public-private 
partnerships by borrowing from the 
city Parks model in establishing parks 
conservancies and tapping nonprofit 
organizations to marshal resources to 
rehabilitate and maintain stations on 
an ongoing basis.

“We respectfully disagree with 
their recommendation to reduce 
spending on expansion projects,” MTA 
spokesman Kevin Ortiz said. “At a time 
when growing ridership is leading to 
crowding and delays, we must pursue 
expansion projects that will accommo-
date more customers as well as provide 
new connection and opportunities for 
our customers.”

Ortiz pointed out that 17 percent of 
the MTA’s nearly $3 billion proposed 
capital plan deals with station work 
aggressively. 

“However, as you know, our pro-
posed program is underfunded, to a 
great extent because the city has not 
responded to this growing need and 
increased contribution.”

Ortiz also took issue with the com-
mission’s claim that the MTA is ignor-
ing Queens. 

“Not true,” he said. “We have re-
cently invested millions for stations in 
Queens—Court Square, 71st Avenue, 
and 10 stations in the Rockaways. Work 
is currently planned for stations along 
the Astoria Boulevard line. This is all 
on top of the hundreds of millions of 
dollars we’re investing for CBTC, the 
new signal system we’re installing on 
the 7 line and Queens Boulevard line.”

The Woodside/Sunnyside 52nd Street sub-
way station is named the worst in New York 
City in a study released last week. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Boro subway stations
worst in city: Study

When you’re ready 
to feel better, 

we’re right around 
the corner.

Gastroenterology and Advanced Endoscopy from 
Palmadessa & Brodsky

Call us at (718) 461-0163 
or visit QueensGastroDoc.com

241-02 Northern Blvd #1, Douglaston, NY 11362

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

As New York public schools 
open their doors to students, 
funding per student in Queens 
remains tight, much like the 
borough’s crowded school 
buildings, according to a re-
port released Tuesday by the 
city’s Independent Budget Of-
fice. 

The report focused on the 
public school budgets per stu-
dent across the city’s districts 
and boroughs. 

Schools in Queens receive, 
on average, $1,310 less per pu-
pil than schools in the Bronx, 
which receives $8,902 per stu-
dent. 

Citywide, per-pupil alloca-
tions go from a high average 
of $8,255 in districts such as in 
Brooklyn’s Education District 
16 to a low average of $3,800 in 
Corona and/or Elmhurst Edu-
cational District 24.

The largest per-pupil allo-
cations are found in District 7 
in the South Bronx; District 16 
in central Brooklyn; Districts 

4 and 5 in upper Manhattan; 
and District 1 in the Lower 
East Side.  

The lowest per student allo-
cations are found in Districts 
24, 25 and 26 in Queens and 
District 2 in Manhattan.  

IBO is a publicly funded 
city agency that provides non-
partisan information about 
the city’s budget to the public 
and their elected officials.  

IBO said in the report, 
“This variation is not unex-
pected. Per-pupil spending is 
a function of school size, with 
large schools generally receiv-
ing less funding per pupil than 
schools with fewer students.”

Queens, with the largest av-
erage school size, had the low-
est per-pupil allocations, while 
Manhattan and the Bronx, 
with the two smallest average 
school sizes, had the two larg-
est per-pupil allocations.

The variation comes despite 
the approval of over 38,000 new 
seats citywide in coming years 
as part of the city’s capital ed-
ucation budget plan, which is 

estimated at $13.5 billion. 
The Department of Educa-

tion acknowledged that schools 
citywide are overcrowded by 
44 percent during a City Coun-
cil hearing in March. 

Leonie Hamison, an advo-
cate of making classroom sizes 

smaller and head of the educa-
tion advocacy group Class Size 
Matters, said despite the DOE 
promising to end trailers and 
create more seats, nothing has 
changed.

“They promised to replace 
the seats—half a billion dollars 

and nothing is being done,” 
she said. “I am concerned. The 
schools are getting more over-
crowded.”

Hamison added,  “They are 
adding new trailers in Forest 
Hills schools.”

In a radio interview on 
NPR’s Brian Lehrer Show, 
School Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña said nine new schools 
are currently in the process 
of being zoned but were con-
structed to alleviate some of 
the overcrowding.  

Four of the schools are in 
Queens: PS 349 and MS 249 on 
164th Street in Jamaica Hills; 
PS 360 on 112th Avenue in St. 
Albans; and PS 361 on 39th Av-
enue in Woodside. 

The new schools will not 
be enough, according to Class 
Size Matters, which projected 
in a 2014 report an estimated 
70 percent student increase 
over the next ten years  would 
require 100,000 seats in the 
city’s capital education budget 
plan. 

The lowest per-student allocations are found in Districts 24, 25 and 26 
in Queens and District 2 in Manhattan, according to the Independent 
Budget Office. 

Boro kids get less of everything
Large schools generally receive smaller funds per pupil than schools with fewer students

 

The Great Neck Public Schools 
Community Education Program  

invites you to our first-ever 

OPEN HOUSE WEEK 

Monday, September 28–Friday, October 2 

� Visit our classes at no cost 
� Meet our instructors 
� Tour our facility 
� Talk with our students 
� Try something new 

We offer hundreds of continuing ed classes! 
Come see what we have to offer! 

For a complete schedule of classes visit us at 
www.greatneck.k12.ny.us  

and click on Community Ed icon. 
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Enrico Ascher, MD

Natalie Marks, MDAnil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family!

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think!
They are known to be “silent killers”.

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist.

www.VascularNYC.com

to win 
for your chance EnterJoin Us for Our

40th Anniversary Celebration

*Sweepstakes date is Saturday, September 19, 2015. You do not need to be a customer of the Bank to enter and win. No purchase or bank transaction is necessary and it will not improve your chances of winning. One entry per person. The odds of winning 
the Grand Prize (40” LCD TV with an approximate retail value of $454.98) or the First Prize (NOOK GlowLight™ with an approximate retail value of $115.00) depend on the number of eligible entries received at the Bellerose 40th Anniversary Celebration taking 
place from Monday, September 14, 2015 through Saturday, September 19, 2015. Two prize winners will be selected by random Sweepstakes drawing on September 19, 2015 shortly after 2:00pm from all eligible entries submitted. The first random drawing 
will win the Grand Prize noted above. The second random drawing will win the First Prize noted above. You must be at least 18 years or older and a resident of the State of New York to enter. Entry Forms and Official Rules are available Monday, September 
14, 2015 to Saturday, September 19, 2015 during normal business hours at the Bellerose branch of Queens County Savings Bank, a division of New York Community Bank, located at 247-53 Jamaica Avenue, Bellerose, NY 11426. For all terms and conditions 
of the Bellerose 40th Anniversary Celebration, please visit http://www.myNYCB.com/promotion/bellerose.pdf or stop by the Bellerose branch of Queens County Savings Bank, a division of New York Community Bank, located at 247-53 Jamaica Avenue, 
Bellerose, NY 11426.
All rights reserved.  Barnes & Noble is not a participant in, sponsor nor co-sponsor of this raffle. NOOK®, NOOK® HD and NOOK GlowLight™ are trademarks of barnesandnoble.com llc.                    © 2015 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Bellerose Branch: 247-53 Jamaica Avenue • Bellerose, NY 11426 • (718) 831-5501

September 
14th – 19th

SPECIAL EVENT
Free Popcorn Cart
 

September 19th 12pm - 2pm

Stop by the branch and receive a Travel Mug.
While supplies last.

Special Offer

Grand Prize Drawing*
40” LCD TV

First Prize Drawing*
NOOK GlowLight™
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BY MADINA TOURE

Possible mayoral candi-
date Don Peebles, head of one 
of the largest black-owned 
development companies in 
the United States, has his eye 
on Queens for future develop-
ments. 

The Peebles Corporation, 
which specializes in mixed-
use developments, has been 
looking at sites in Flushing 
and Long Island City and 
sees opportunity in Jamaica. 
Peebles especially wants to 
develop hotels near LaGuar-
dia Airport once the $4 bil-
lion terminal renovation is 
complete.

The company has complet-
ed and current multibillion-
dollar developments in New 
York, Philadelphia, Wash-
ington, D.C., Boston, San 
Francisco, Miami and Miami 
Beach.

He is eyeing the hospital-
ity sector near LaGuardia 
and in Queens overall—a 
borough he says is often ig-
nored  for development.

“I think that Jamaica and 
Queens as a whole have been 
somewhat overlooked for eco-
nomic development and, of 
course, with the great diver-
sity of the community ... the 
geographic location is ripe 
for significant economic ex-
pansion, for workforce hous-
ing,” Peebles said. 

In 2013, the company was 
looking to build a 133-key 
select service hotel, along 

with 210,000 square feet of of-
fice space and 80 affordable 
housing units on Jamaica 
Avenue.

The request for proposal 
was issued by the EDC on be-
half of the Greater Jamaica 
Development Corporation, 
but the project did not move 
forward..

His team was awarded 
the rights to build a gaming 
and mixed-use development 
at the Aqueduct Race Track 
in 2008, but the company’s 
investment bank, JP Mor-
gan, pulled back the proposal 
and reissued it following the 
financial crisis. The corpora-
tion did not rebid. 

Peebles criticized then-
Gov. David Paterson for not 
pushing for a minority-owned 
firm from New York City, not-
ing that the Genting Group, a 
Malaysian company, was se-
lected for Aqueduct. 

The entrepreneur is con-
sidering running for mayor, 
e x p r e s s i n g 
reservations 
about the per-
formance of 
Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, whom 
he once sup-
ported.

An Up-
per West 
Side resident, Peebles has 
an apartment in downtown 
Manhattan, a townhouse on 
the Upper West Side and a 
home in Bridgehampton, N.Y. 
His corporation has an office 

in Coral Gables, Fla. and an-
other on Fifth Avenue in the 
city.

He has concerns about 
the lack of contracts given 
out to minority- and wom-
en-owned businesses and 
enterprises, the mayor’s 
comments about the Police 
Department and the state of 
public schools in the city.

He said the city could 
have gone further in its an-
nouncement that it would 
not appeal an appellate court 
ruling that the Willets West 
megamall could not proceed 
without state legislative ap-
proval because it would be 
built on parkland and ben-
efits such as the affordable 
and market-rating houses 
would not be delivered in a 
timely manner and have no 
ironclad commitments.

The city should have 
asked for more participation 

BY TOM MOMBERG

Joe Concannon, the Repub-
lican contender in the race for 
the eastern Queens City Coun-
cil seat vacated by Mark We-
prin, said he was eagerly wait-
ing to see who his Democratic 
opponent will be following the 
primary election on Sept. 10.

Whoever that turned out to 
be, he said he knows the experi-
ence he can offer is unmatched 
by any of those six Democratic 
candidates in representing the 
district that covers Bayside 
Hills, Glen Oaks, Floral Park, 
Bellerose and parts of Queens 
Village.

“I understand, because I 
have been on the front lines of 
a lot of need in a lot of differ-
ent communities across this 
city,” Concannon said in an in-
terview with the TimesLedger 
Newspapers. “I have worked 
in every borough—and in 
every rat hole this city has 

d e v e l o p e d —
but if you want 
to talk about 
experience in 
solving prob-
lems in this 
city, those (can-
didates) have 
no idea the 
dimensions of 

problems there are and what 
can happen to families and in-
dividuals.”

Concannon said those 
needs are different in every 
corner of the city, and in each 
part of each neighborhood in 
the Council district he wants 
to represent. He said as a re-
tired NYPD commander he 
can best recognize that range 
in issues.

The GOP candidate who is 
also a U.S. Air Force veteran 
and community activist, said 
one of the most disappointing 
parts of the election occurred 
at the very beginning, when 
the city chose not to hold a 
special election to fill the seat 
soon after Weprin left for an 
appointed position in the gov-
ernor’s office in May.Though 
Weprin’s office has still been 
open for constituent services, 
Concannon said the commu-
nication from his office for 
those services before he left 
office, along with public of-

fices around the city, has been 
lacking.

Concannon said there are 
two major concerns he would 
want to address if elected: “I 
think constituent services is 
top priority—it should be for 
any elected official … I’m also 
not happy with the 16 percent 
increase in crime in the 105th 
Precinct. I would want to work 
with the local commander and 
borough commander to see 
what they think their needs 
are.”

Concannon said the city 
has taken steps backward 
when it comes to crime pre-
vention and policing, but that 
the resources are being put in 
place to improve the situation.

He said he believes strong-
ly that “broken windows” 
policing is the best crime pre-
vention work the NYPD can 
do—actively pursuing quality-
of-life offenses such as public 
urination with tickets and/or 
jail time.

“This mayor doesn’t know 
how to manage. If he wanted 
to change NYPD so much, 
there is a whole board of 
commissioners—make it your 
own. There is a whole board of 

chiefs—make it your own.”
The GOP and Conserva-

tive Party-backed candidate, 
though retired from the 
NYPD, currently works with 
antivirus and Internet protec-
tion service Integra Security 
Systems. He said he used the 
knowledge he gained while 
working with the police on its 
central computer data system 
ComStat and with the FBI for 
15 years to become entrepre-
neurial in a new security en-
deavor.

Concannon said he admires 
the police commissioner for 
his roll-out of the new policing 
model in Queens South that 
added more neighborhood po-
lice officers, data-driven mod-
els and more training, which 
he said is ideal for ensuring 
the safety of both officers and 
the people they work to pro-
tect.

Concannon is a Bellerose 
native and remains there to-
day with his wife, with whom 
he has three children and two 
grandchildren. He has a mas-
ter’s degree in public adminis-
tration from CUNY’s John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice. 

JOE CONCANNON

Concannon gears up
GOP contender hopes to capture Mark Weprin’s Council seat

Black real estate giant  
sets sights on Queens

Continued on Page 55

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
DON PEBBLES
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POLICE 

Blotter
FLUSHING — A 

fire broke out in the 
basement of a su-
permarket in Flush-
ing late Wednesday 
morning, the FDNY 
said. 

The Fire Depart-
ment received a re-
port of a manhole 
fire at about 10:51 
a.m., according to an 
FDNY spokesman. 

 The manhole 
may be connected 
to the basement of 
the building of the 
H&Y Marketplace, 
located at 150-51 
Northern Blvd., the 
spokesman said.

There were ele-
vated carbon monox-
ide readings as high as 700 parts per million, but the sprinkler system activated 
and the fire was knocked down at about 12:19 p.m., the spokesman said. 

Con Edison shut off the power and it was evaluating the air quality to make 
sure that people remain safe, the spokesman added.

There were no reported injuries and the FDNY was still actively working on 
the scene, he said.

COLLEGE POINT — A 56-year-old truck driver died after he struck parked 
vehicles in College Point Tuesday morning, the NYPD said. 

Officers responded to a 911 call of a vehicle collision at 117-02 15th Ave. at 
about 10:45 a.m., according to the police. 

A preliminary investigation found that the man, who was driving an inter-
national tractor trailer truck, was traveling eastbound on 15th Avenue when the 
vehicle hit three unoccupied parked vehicles before coming to a stop, officials 
said.

Officers found the driver unconscious and unresponsive, police said. He was 
taken to Booth Memorial Hospital where he was pronounced dead. His identity 
is pending family notification. 

The medical examiner will determine the cause of death and an investiga-
tion by the NYPD’s Highway Collision Investigation Squad is ongoing, a police 
spokeswoman said.

WHITESTONE — A Whitestone wom-
an went missing over the weekend, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

The woman, identified as Maria Bra-
bazon, 55, was last seen Saturday at about 
10 a.m. outside her home on 14th Avenue 
between 151st and Clintonville streets, 
police said. 

She is 5-foot-5 tall, weighs 125 pounds 
and has blonde hair and blue eyes, of-
ficials said. She was last seen wearing 
black leggings and a white shirt.

Whitestone woman reported missing: Police

Driver dies after plowing into cars: NYPD

Fire breaks out in Flushing store: FDNY

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.

($995 Society’s Service Fee)

L’Shana Tova
Best Wishes for a
Happy & Healthy 
Jewish New Year

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

MARIA BRABAZON

A fire broke out in the basement of the H&Y Marketplace in 
Flushing Wednesday morning. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Coming back from the holi-
day weekend, the Bayside Vil-
lage Business Improvement 
District has planned a full 
month of music in addition to 
its third annual Sunday Stroll 
event on Bell Boulevard.

After the Music at the Sta-
tion series wrapped up in Au-
gust, BID Executive Director 
Lyle Sclair said it was so suc-
cessful that the organization 
is continuing the local mu-
sic series every Thursday in 
September. It continued with 
teachers from Vienna Music, 
who were slated to perform 
Thursday, Sept. 10.

“The bands love it and it’s 
been pretty successful. The 
whole idea is to get people as 
they are coming off the train 
to stay down and have dinner 
on Bell Boulevard or to meet 
friends there,” Sclair said. 
“We are hoping to bring back 
this same program again in 
spring with perhaps a little 
more diversity in the kinds of 
music.”

The remaining perfor-
mances in September are still 
tentative, but they are sched-
uled every Thursday at 5:30 

just east of the Bayside Long 
Island Rail Road station at 213-
00 41st Ave.

The Bayside BID is also 

bringing back the Sunday 
Stroll, slated for its third year 
on Sunday, Sept. 27, from noon 
to 5 p.m. on Bell Boulevard be-

tween 39th and 41st avenues.
Family activities like a 

bounce house and dance les-
sons from the Queens Dance 
Project will return again this 
year, along with a full roster 
of musical performances. The 
winners of the Bayside Little 
League tournaments will also 
be recognized. 

Otherwise, Sclair said fam-
ily games and vendors will 
line Bell Boulevard again this 
year. He said full specifics 
are yet to be worked out, but 
the BID is encouraging busi-
nesses from around Bayside to 
participate.

“We are really trying to 
reach out to businesses past 
39th and 41st avenues,” Sclair 
said. “And we are still lining 
up to musicians, but we think 
this will be even bigger and 
better than last year.”

For more information on 
these and other events as they 
come together, visit the BID’s 
calendar online at http://
www.baysidevillagebid.com/
news-events/calendar/.

Dancers perform as parents and spectators take pictures at the Sunday Stroll on Bell Boulevard in 2014. 

Bayside BID plans September full of events
Music at the station continues every Thursday as third-annual Sunday Stroll returns to Bell

                For Fees & Registration Forms visit www.BaysideLittleLeague.com

AWARDS DAY & 
CONTINENTAL 

BREAKFAST
Saturday, Sept. 12th, 10am

Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament Auditorium

at 203rd Street 
& 35th Avenue

2016 Registration
Starting on September 14th at 
the Little League Club House
25-32 168th Street in the lower concourse

REGISTRATION DATES:
Every Monday evening 7pm – 8pm

Every Saturday 12 noon – 1pm
through November 7th, 2015

Please bring proof of age and residency. We accept 
checks, money orders and charge cards. NO CASH.

Register early! Don’t miss out playing for the best!

The LARGEST and 

BEST Little League in Town

Baseball 
for Boys and 
Girls ages 4-17
Softball for Girls ages 7-12

ALL 
FORMS 

MUST BE 
TYPED
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The 14th anniversary of the attacks on the Twin 
Towers still touches deep wounds in Queens, which 
lost more than 200 firefighters, police officers and 
working people to the carnage on Sept. 11.

Yes, the borough has moved on somewhat, remem-
bering the fallen with street renamings, candlelight 
vigils and memorial events. 

The memories are not as sharp with the passage 
of time until the anniversary comes around each 
year, however, and forces each of us to look back at 
the day that changed our lives and the world.

As the names of the dead are read every year at 
Ground Zero by the victims’ families, the horror of 
that bright Tuesday morning returns.  We think back 
to parents frantically searching for sons who worked 
in the Towers, borough triage centers waiting for the 
patients who never came and the unrelenting sounds 
of sirens blaring in the empty streets of Queens.

The toll was staggering for the borough.
Maspeth lost 19 firefighters in Squad 288 and 

Hazmet 1 out of the same firehouse.
A young Muslim from Bayside was at first thought 

to have been a terrorist when he disappeared on 9/11, 
but years later it was discovered that he had rushed 
to Ground Zero to volunteer—and died in the effort.

In Breezy Point in the Rockaways, 32 people per-
ished at the World Trade Center. Many were fire-
fighters.

But Mother Nature was forgiving. When Hur-
ricane Sandy devastated Breezy Point, the violent 
winds and water spared the 9/11 memorial residents 
had built—a cross overlooking Jamaica Bay on the 
far west of the sandy spit.

There are thousands of stories that we tell to make 
sense of that terrible day, but too few have a happy 
ending, particularly for the 30,000 first responders 
who struggle with severe 9/11-related illnesses.

These are the people who rescued survivors from 
Ground Zero and inhaled toxic dust for months as 
they worked in the rubble to recover remains.

Last week about 50 responders from around the 
country rallied with U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney at 
Ground Zero, where she urged Congress to stop the 
James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act 
from expiring. Zadroga was the first NYPD officer 
whose fatal respiratory illness was traced to the dust 
in the pile where the Twin Towers had stood.

As a nation we owe it to the people who sacrificed 
their lives saving others at the World Trade Center to 
provide permanent health coverage to their fellow re-
sponders who still struggle to get through each day. 

This should be a key legacy of Sept. 11 as we count 
the anniversaries moving forward.

A LEGACY FOR 9/11

Landmarking stifl es homeowners
In its effort to obtain City 

Landmark status, the Broadway-
Flushing Homeowners’ Asso-
ciation is again asking the home-
owners to express their support 
for landmark designation. This 
request disingenuously implies 
that homeowners have input and 
can participate in the landmark-
ing process. According to the law, 
landmark designation is not the 
subject of a vote by the community 
or homeowners and notification 
to homeowners is not required.

In a response to my concerns 
regarding landmark designation, 
the Law Department of New York 
City apprised me that “a formal 
application process does not ex-
ist. The commission considers 
eligible buildings and districts 
for designation in response to 

suggestions from many sources, 
including groups and individu-
als as well as the observations of 
commission members and staff. 
While the Landmarks Commis-
sion seeks and encourages com-
munity and property owners’ 
participation and support when 
considering proposed landmark 
designations, neither is a re-
quired condition for the designa-
tion of a landmark.”

Designation requires home-
owners to apply for and receive 
permits for most work. Invoking 
landmark laws to resolve prob-
lems resulting from un-enforced 
building codes is neither the in-
tent nor spirit of the landmark 
laws. The focus should be on im-
proving, updating and enforcing 
zoning and building codes and 

not on limiting the rights of the 
homeowners and creating fertile 
ground for bureaucratic corrup-
tion. Regulating homeowners’ 
property rights may stifle their 
proclivity to enhance and enrich 
the “gracious sense of place” they 
created in the first place.

The character and “sense of 
place” the association cites that 
distinguishes our neighbor-
hood consists of many elements. 
Among them are the number of 
local store front signs, ads, and 
posters that are indecipherable to 
many residents In the interest of 
“preserving our neighborhood,” 
perhaps BFHA should seek land-
marking of the English language.

Ed Konecnik
Flushing
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READERS WRITE

The young student mem-
bers of the Aquinas Honor 
Society of The Immaculate 
Conception School Catholic 
Academy, Jamaica Estates 
are a remarkable group of 
academically gifted scholars 
and have garnered accolades 
and awards over the years for 
their many unique and histor-
ical projects.

The students have a strong 
9/11 connection. They were 
recently made the stewards 
and caretakers of a 9/ll Mu-
ral, given to them by the 9/11 
Museum. On Sept. 16, the 
students will visit the Maple 
Grove Cemetery 9/11 Memo-
rial to unfurl their 9/11 Mural 
and offer a moment of silence 
for all those who were lost. 
Then, they will proceed to the 
grave of Ludolf Portong, one of 
the 38 victims of another New 
York City terrorist bombing 
and mark the 95th anniver-
sary of the bombing of Wall 
Street. 

Ludolf Portong of Rich-
mond Hill, a Wall Street clerk, 
bravely fought in World War 
I and survived. He returned 
home, married his sweetheart 

and was expecting the birth of 
his first child, when he went 
to lunch on Sept. 16, 1920  and 
became a victim of the first 
act of terrorism aimed at the 
heart of America’s financial 
institution. He was buried in 
the family plot at Maple Grove 
Cemetery.

On that day, a horse-drawn 
wagon, loaded with a bomb 
containing dynamite and 500 
pounds of small iron weights, 
was parked in front of 23 Wall 
Street, a corner building then 
the headquarters of J.P. Mor-
gan & Co., the nation’s most 
powerful bank. At 12:01 p.m., 
the timer on the bomb reached 
zero and a terrific explosion 
rocked the street. Thirty peo-
ple died instantly from the 
blast, and another eight died 
later from the injuries they 
sustained. Today, the lime-
stone facade of 23 Wall Street 
still bears the scars from the 
shrapnel that blasted into it 95 
years ago.

No one claimed responsi-
bility in the aftermath of the 
attack. Despite a three-year 
investigation, those respon-
sible for the attack have never 

been officially identified. In 
1944, however, the FBI revisit-
ed the case and concluded that 
anarchists were likely behind 
the plot—the group had con-
ducted a series of bombings 
across the United States in 
1919, which fueled the nation’s 
first Red Scare.

The students did extensive 
research on this event and 
made a presentation at the 
annual Aquinas School Expo 
last May. They created a dis-
play filled with photographs 
and documents they will set 
up at Maple Grove Cemetery. 
The students have not failed to 
make a profound connection 
with the Wall Street bombing 
and the 9/11 terrorist attack, 
remembering the victims 
from each. They have already 
designed and created a stained 
glass memorial window of 
peace and hope designed and 
created in memory of the vic-
tims of the 9/11 attack. The 
window contains pieces of 
steel from the Twin Towers, 
given to them by the New 
York Fire Department. They 
were the first group of school 
children to book a class trip 

to the 9/11 Museum and were 
recently given a mural from 
the museum made by visitors 
from around the world.

There are no plaques or me-
morials commemorating the 
1920 bombing or its victims 
anywhere. The students will 
gather at the cemetery to re-
member those victims and at 
precisely 12:01 will ring their 
Aquinas Memorial Peace Bell 
to mark the moment the bomb 

exploded 95 years ago. The 
names of the 38 victims will 
be read, floral tributes will be 
presented to remember those 
lost on that sad day.

Carl Ballenas
Teacher, 

Immaculate Conception 
School Catholic Academy

Jamaica Estates

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

CORRECTIONS
In a letter from Benjamin M. Haber (“Willets Point is a lesson in absurdity,” Sept. 4 issue), the time frame of the 
postponement of housing at Willets Point was incorrectly stated, due to a typographical error. The postpone-
ment of housing in the development is until 2025, not 2015, and the period of time that will have elapsed since 
the 2008 Willets Point plan is 17 years.

In “‘Design-build’ success for Queens but faces uncertain future” (Sept. 4 issue), several details about the con-
tract to rebuild the Kosciuszko Bridge were misstated. The contract was awarded to a joint venture between the 
construction fi rms Skanska, Kiewit and ECCO III, not just to Skanska. The lead design fi rm was HNTB. Additionally, 
the contract was $555 million not $255 million, awarded in May not July. 

There is more to the MTA 
starting service on the No. 7 
subway line to the new 34th 
Street-11th Ave. Hudson Yards 
station on Sunday that few are 
aware of. The original cost of 
the overall project was $2.1 
billion and is now $2.4 billion 
not counting the subway sta-
tion that had to be dropped 
from the original scope of 
work along with additional 
subway cars necessary to pro-
vide opening day service for 
transit riders.

What the public, transit rid-
ers, transit advocacy groups 

and the media are unaware of 
is MTA senior management’s 
decision when the project was 
in the planning stage several 
years prior to 2007. They in-
structed staff deliberately not 
to follow the federal National 
Environmental Protection Act 
process or enter the United 
States Department of Trans-
portation New Starts process. 
The MTA did not want to go 
after New Starts funding for 
this project. This would have 
had this project compete 
against both the Long Island 
Rail Road East Side Access to 

Grand Central Terminal and 
the Second Avenue subway 
projects for funding. The MTA 
provided no financial assis-
tance and insisted New York 
City pay for virtually all of the 
project costs

The MTA could have lev-
eraged the $2.4 billion in lo-
cally committed funding to 
apply for up to $500 million in 
federal New Starts funding. 
Using $2.4 billion as the local 
share would have demonstrat-
ed local commitment, finan-
cial capacity and significant 
overmatch for justification of 

these additional dollars from 
Washington. These funds 
could have convinced DOT to 
provide $500 million in feder-
al funding, which would have 
paid for the deleted station at 
10th Avenue and 41st Street.

Should the MTA find fu-
ture funding for this station, 
the cost could be significantly 
higher than $500 million. The 
MTA will need a new procure-
ment and third party contrac-
tor to build the station. The 
previous contractor already 
had a staging area for sup-
plies, support equipment and 

employees already mobilized 
to do the work.  It would have 
been cheaper to build the de-
leted station with the existing 
contractor already mobilized, 
on site with few obstacles.

At the end of the day, riders 
and taxpayers have to ask if 
$2.4 billion for a 1.5 mile exten-
sion, including one additional 
station built 21 months behind 
schedule, is worth the cost.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

The 7 train extension: $500 million and a station short

Students tell little-known New York story

An explosion outside 23 Wall Street on Sept. 16, 1920 killed 38 people. 
Courtesy of Library of Congress
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What’s it like to be a substi-
tute in the New York City pub-
lic schools?

That’s not what Elizabeth 
Rose’s new book, “Yo Miz!,” is 
about. It’s about what it’s like 
to be a sub at 25 New York City 
public schools over the course 
of one year.

The songwriter and play-
wright had been teaching 
at the same school for 10 
years—Vanguard, on East 
68th Street—and loving it. 
But then came a Department 
of Education edict regarding 
about 2,500 “excessed” teach-
ers— teachers not fired, but 
whose school no longer had a 
paid position for them. What 
becomes of a teacher without 
a school?

Rose’s cohort was to be 
churned through the system: 
substituting a week at a time 
at school, after school, after 
school. Rumor had it that this 
was supposed to drive them 
so crazy, they’d all quit—

which is something Rose con-
sidered. 

But then she reconsidered. 
Outsiders aren’t generally al-
lowed into the schools. Here 
was her chance. 

“It was,” she decided, “ir-
resistible.”

And so began a year that 
swung from inspiring to in-

furiating on pretty much a 
weekly basis. 

Her first placement, Ba-
ruch High School, was filled 
with students eager to study 
the Code of Hammurabi and 
what makes for a just punish-
ment. It’s the kind of place 
most of us wish our kids could 
go—but only about 450 of the 
brightest of the bright get in.

This deployment was 
quickly followed by one at 
an unscreened school on the 
Lower East Side where Rose 
was thrown into chemistry 
class—she’s an art teacher—
and threatened with assault. 
One student had a gang insig-
nia tattooed on his face. 

Stints followed at the High 
School of Fashion Industries, a 
buzzing hive of creativity with 
students’ handiwork draped 
on dress mannequins. Then 
there was a week she spent 
guarding an unused door in a 
fetid hallway at another school. 
The principal screamed at her 

when she requested a bath-
room key. From the students 
to faculty, everyone looked 
beaten down. 

There was another week at 
a high-energy graphic design 
school where students worked 
on the latest video editing 
equipment. And then came a 
week at a school in Washing-
ton Heights where she was put 
in charge of the art class.

Here the supplies all fit into 
one cardboard box: A bunch of 
colored pencils. 

“They all needed sharpen-
ing,” says Rose. And naturally, 
“someone had run off with the 
sharpener.”

Someone had also run off 
with any kind of leadership. 
Rose learned that she was 
there only so the school could 
claim its students had fulfilled 
their art class credit. 

“It was a scam.”
She took a deep breath and 

decided it would at least be a 
week worth remembering. 

“Take out your pens,” she 
told the class. “We’re doing 
self portraits. What is your 
most interesting feature? Ex-
aggerate it.”

A table full of boys refused. 
“They said, ‘No, this is 

whack.’ ” 
So Rose went to the white 

board and started drawing 

them. This enraged the boys. 
What right did she have? They 
retaliated by drawing her—
and not kindly. But she had the 
last laugh.

They were drawing.
The next day Rose brought 

in some art supplies from 
home. The next day, some 
more. On the last day, however, 
she brought in Oreos instead, 
and announced, “Today we’re 
going to do an art project.” 

Her assignment? Write on 
the white board all the things 
they thought an art class 
should have. 

Paper! 
Paint! 
Field trips! 

“We Deserve a Great Art 
Class!” Rose scrawled at the 
top of the board. Then she 
gathered the students in front 
of the board, backs to the cam-
era for legal purposes, and told 
them they could make what-
ever gesture seemed appropri-
ate. 

It’s a gesture you’ve seen 
on the highway when you cut 
somebody off.

The picture summed up 
Rose’s outrage and what she 
hopes will be ours, too: How 
can a school of 600 young peo-
ple have no art supplies in the 
creative capital of America? 
How can some kids never go on 
a field trip when they live just 
a few subway stops away from 
one of the greatest art muse-
ums in the world? How can 
some schools have video edit-
ing equipment, or discussions 
about Hammurabi, and other 
have dank halls, screaming 
principals, and just one week 
of art? 

“Once you meet these kids, 
you’ll feel how much you want 
them to have a chance at suc-
cess,” says Rose. 

Feeling it. 

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and author and found-
er of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids. 

COLUMNS

A substitute learns about city’s public schools 

It looks like Vice President 
Joseph Biden may be entering 
the Democratic presidential 
primary in 2016. Since the 
closing days of World War II, 
there have been 14 vice presi-
dents, all of them elected vice 
president except for Gerald 
Ford who was appointed vice 
president and became presi-
dent when Richard Nixon re-
signed.

All of these vice presidents 
at one time or another had am-
bitions to become president. 

Five of them did, namely Har-
ry Truman, Lyndon Johnson, 
Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford 
and George Bush Sr. It is in-
teresting to note that none of 
these presidents completed 
two full four-year terms. Tru-
man completed Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s fourth term and 
then was elected in 1948 to 
a full term in office. Nixon 
was elected president in 1968 
and re-elected in 1972 but 
resigned in 1974 due to the 
Watergate scandal. Ford was 
defeated for election to the 
presidency by Jimmy Carter. 
Johnson finished John Ken-
nedy’s first term and his own 
four-year term. He chose not 
to run for re-election in 1968. 
Nixon resigned during his 
second term. Ford was de-
feated when he ran for a full 

term. Bush was elected to one 
term and was defeated for re-
election.

In the case of Joe Biden, he 
tried twice before to gain the 
Democratic presidential nom-
ination, but did not succeed.

If he enters the presidential 
primary, his main opponent, 
Hillary Clinton, will have 
several advantages includ-
ing having raised large sums 
of money. She has been cam-
paigning for almost a year 
and she has built a campaign 
organization, especially in the 
early primary states. She also 
has a well-organized staff.

Biden has the experience 
of having run for president 
before and having spent al-
most his entire career in elec-
tive office. He has also cam-
paigned for other offices and 

will be able to build support 
quickly.

It seems that President 
Barack Obama will be sup-
porting Biden, considering 
that Biden has been a very 
active vice president and has 
worked well with the presi-
dent. The vice president of the 
United States has very few of-
ficial duties other than what 
assignments the president 
may give him.

If Obama is active in sup-
porting Biden for the Demo-
cratic presidential primary, 
it could have an effect on the 
results of the primary.

Over the years since our 
national election process be-
gan, as I indicated, not many 
vice presidents have risen to 
become president. However 
the importance of the office 

is considerable since the vice 
president is next in line to as-
sume the presidency.

It will be a very interesting 
race if it turns out that Biden 
and Clinton are the two major 
candidates in the Democratic 
primary.

The 2016 election for presi-
dent will be one of the most im-
portant presidential elections 
in modern times. It is hoped 
that the American people will 
vote in large numbers.

On the Republican side, we 
have what might be called an 
open primary with the large 
group of candidates compet-
ing, although some of those 
will be dropping out if they 
don’t do well in the early pri-
maries.

Politics in 2016 is some-
thing to look forward to.

The road from the vice presidency to the presidency

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action

How can some 
kids never go on 
a fi eld trip when 
they live just a 

few subway stops 
away from some 

of the greatest art 
museums of the 

world? 
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, the TimesLedger newspa-
per presents noteworthy events 
in the borough’s history

Champion heavyweight 
boxer, actor and Queens resi-
dent Jim Corbett was born in 
San Francisco, Calif. on Sept. 
1, 1866. Known as “Gentleman 
Jim,” Corbett was raised in a 
middle-class family headed by 
his Irish immigrant father. He 
attended college and worked as 
a bank clerk before mastering 
the pugilistic arts at a local 
gym.

Fighting from an orthodox 
stance, the champion notched 
14 wins, five by knockout, in 
a career spanning 17 years 
from 1886 to 1903. After retir-

ing from the ring, Gentleman 
Jim found a successful and 
lucrative second calling as a 
Broadway and screen actor. 
Corbett’s younger brother 
Dan was a Major League base-
ball pitcher for the Baltimore 
Orioles and other teams, and 
his great-great-great nephew, 
also Dan Corbett, was a heavy-
weight boxer in the 1990s.

First entering the ring pro-
fessionally in Salt Lake City, 
Utah in 1886, the heavyweight 
great racked up an impres-
sive record of eight wins, two 
draws and three no contests in 
bouts from California to New 
York City before making box-
ing history in his match with 
John L. Sullivan in 1892.

Squaring off in New Or-

leans under Marquess of 
Queensberry Rules, which 
dictated that fighters wear 
gloves, the younger and faster 
Corbett proved too much for 
the heavyweight champ and 
his crouch-and-rush fight-
ing style. Sullivan, who was 
known as “The Boston Strong 
Boy,” faltered in the 21st round 
when Corbett landed a smash-
ing left, heard throughout 
the venue, that knocked him 
off his feet. It was now up to 
Gentleman Jim to defend his 
new, hard-fought heavyweight 
title.

At a time when boxing was 
still outlawed in most states, 
Corbett only defended his title 
once, knocking out British 
fighter Charley Mitchell in 
three rounds in an 1894 match 
in Jacksonville, Fla. A short 
three years later, the San 
Francisco native relinquished 
the championship to Bob Fitz-
simmons in a 14-round bout in 
Carson City, Nev. 

Although Corbett master-

fully outboxed his opponent in 
a match lasting over an hour 
and a half, the challenger 
scored blow after blow on Gen-
tleman Jim until a hit to the 
solar plexus knocked him off 
his feet and ended the fight. A 
film of the contest, titled “The 
Corbett-Fitzsimmons Fight,” 
was the longest moving pic-
ture ever recorded when it was 
released later that year.

Following his retirement 
from boxing, Jim Corbett went 
into acting, appearing on stage 
and in a number of low-budget 
films, and also gave talks 
about his fighting career. In 
1924, nearing 60 years of age, 
the Bayside, Queens resident 
had a friendly sparring match 
with future champ and ad-
mirer Gene Tunney, who mar-
veled that Corbett had not lost 
his touch after so many years 
out of the ring. 

From 1903 until his pass-
ing in 1933 at 66, Gentleman 
Jim lived in a home which 
still stands today at 221-04 

Corbett Road. His autobi-
ography, “The Roar of the 
Crowd,” was made into a 1942 
film starring Errol Flynn. 
Jim Corbett, boxing champ, 
actor and author, was buried 
in Cypress Hills Cemetery in 
Brooklyn.  He was inducted 
into the International Boxing 
Hall of Fame in 1990.

Notable Quote: “Fight one 
more round. When your feet 
are so tired that you have to 
shuffle back to the centre of 
the ring, fight one more round. 
When your nose is bleeding 
and your eyes are black and 
you are so tired you wish your 
opponent would crack you one 
on the jaw and put you to sleep, 
fight one more round—re-
membering that the man who 
always fights one more round 
is never whipped.”

For further information, 
call the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit our website at www.as-
torialic.org.

‘Gentleman Jim’ and the legacy he left Bayside
COLUMNS

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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BY GABRIEL ROM

In response to a growing number of 
complaints about unsightly and unsan-
itary conditions at the pedestrian un-
derpass at 80th Street and 57th Avenue 
in Middle Village, state Sen. Joseph P. 
Addabbo, Jr.  (D-Howard Beach) last 
week met with constituents to discuss 
possible solutions for cleaning up the 
area.

The condition of the walkway be-
neath the Long Island Expressway has 
become progressively worse in recent 
months, mainly due to a growing in-
festation of pigeons that congregate in 
the tunnel. Droppings, old eggs, broken 
spikes and feathers are strewn about 
the sidewalk, along with litter and oth-
er debris left by foot traffic. 

Addabbo has previously contacted 
the state Department of Transporta-
tion, which is responsible for main-
taining the underpass, calling on the 
agency to clean up the walkways and 
do more to prevent the birds from gath-
ering in the area. While the state DOT 
has made efforts to clean and revamp 
the sidewalks, the senator requested 
that the state agency take long-term 

measures to keep pigeons away per-
manently. After visiting the walkway 
recently with two constituents who use 
it every day, Addabbo got a first-hand 
look at how dirty the underpass has 
gotten.

“The Department of Transporta-
tion listened to our concerns the first 
time around, and my constituents and 
I need them to hear us again now,” Add-
abbo said.“While we appreciate their 
efforts to tidy up this area, more needs 
to be done to prevent this situation 
from continuing to occur, worsening 
each time around. These pigeons and 
the mess they leave behind are mak-
ing this walkway unbearable, and the 
people of Middle Village and the sur-
rounding communities deserve better. 
Nobody wants to walk down a sidewalk 
covered in bird droppings and dirty 
feathers, and nobody should have to.”

Addabbo plans to discuss possible 
solutions to the walkway’s growing pi-
geon problem with the state DOT and 
hopes to settle on a way to remedy the 
issue.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom by e-
mail at grom@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

Constituents from Middle Village along with Sen. Joseph Addabbo observe the pedestrian un-
derpass at 80th Street and 57th Avenue. The Office of State Senator Joseph P. Addabbo Jr.

Mid Village underpass
plagued by dirty birds
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A new Civilian Complaint 
Review Board report on mis-
conduct complaints against 
NYPD officers released this 
week showed a small percent-
age of the police force were 
responsible for many of the 
complaints filed with the city 
agency. 

Four major trends showed 
up in the report: a declining 
number of complaints against 
officers, which reached the 
lowest level since 2001; an in-
crease in the rate at which 
Civilian Complaint Review 
Board complaints can be sub-
stantiated due in large part to 
the increased availability of 
video evidence; a significant 
shortening of investigation 
time; and cooperation between 
the CCRB and the NYPD, re-
sulting in disciplinary recom-
mendations being adopted.

The CCRB complaints filed 
decreased by 22 percent in the 
first half of 2015 compared to 
a year earlier and were the 
lowest number filed for any 
six-month period since 2001. 
The CCRB received 2,092 com-
plaints in the 2015 period, com-

pared to 2,698 in the first six-
months of 2014. 

The mid-year report of 
misconduct complaints made 
against NYPD officers in the 
last 18 months show that 3,721 
officers, or about 10 percent of 
the total police force, account-
ed for an estimated 79 percent 
of complaints.

 An overwhelming num-
ber  of officers — 32,006 — had 
no complaints against them, 
while 14 percent of NYPD of-
ficers were responsible for all 
citizen complaints to the Civil-
ian Complaint Review Board, 
the report said.

The ever-growing access 
to video has also enhanced 
CCRB investigations. The 
percentage of substantiated 
force cases where video evi-
dence played a role increased 
by 30 percent since 2012.  

“This report documents 
the confluence of two signifi-
cant statistics—the continu-
ing decrease in civilian com-
plaints against NYPD officers 
and the remarkable fact that 
very few officers are respon-
sible for almost all CCRB com-
plaints,” Richard Emery, the 
CCRB chairman said. “What 

this means for New Yorkers 
is that police misconduct is 
not intractable and is on the 
wane. A shift in the NYPD cul-
ture towards civilians and the 
use of body-worn cameras will 
improve police-community 
relations, resulting in bigger 
drops in complaints to come.”

In Queens, the 103rd and 
113th  precincts in southeast 

Queens have received the most 
complaints compared to other 
precincts across the borough 
within the last 18 months. 

The 103rd Precinct in down-
town Jamaica has also piloted 
two new police programs; body 
cameras and veteran guides 
for rookie officers. 

Deputy Inspector John Cap-
pelmann of the 103rd Precinct 

said over the last few years 
they were down by 50 percent 
in complaints, but “it is an on-
going effort.”

New CCRB cases were fully 
investigated in 77 days on av-
erage. A year ago a full inves-
tigation could take up to 271 
days. 

After investigations are 
completed, the NYPD has 
disciplined over 90 percent 
of the officers involved in the 
complaints. The rate was the 
highest it has been since the 
creation of the independent 
CCRB in 1993.  

The number of stop-and-
frisk complaints declined 23 
percent from January through 
June 2015, compared to the 
same period of 2014. The rea-
son appears to be the drop in 
documented street encounters 
by police, from 45,787 in calen-
dar year 2014 to 13,405 in the 
first half of 2015, the lowest 
since 2000.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

In southeast Queens, the 103rd and 113th precincts receive the most ci-
vilian complaints compared to other precincts across the borough.  

Photo by Michael Shain

NYPD complaints drop by 22%: CCRB

“I always knew Calvary would relieve my husband’s physical pain.
But I never knew that they would also relieve my emotional pain.”

When my husband Peter was diagnosed with terminal liver cancer, there 
was no doubt that Calvary Hospital was our only choice for end-of-
life care. I knew that he was in the very best of hands. What I did not 
expect, however, was the extraordinary amount of concern and care that 
was also given to me. Their expert social workers and staff embraced 
me as a part of their family – never abandoning me, always being there 
whenever I needed them. Their unique Family Care Center became a 
wonderful respite – my home away from home – with complimentary 
massages, manicures, music therapy, and support groups. Calvary made 
it so easy for me to stay overnight in Peter’s room whenever I wanted. 
The multi-faith chapel was always available whenever I needed a quiet 
place to pray. During Peter’s final days, Calvary gave both Peter and 
myself a quality of life that we will always remember. Thank you, Calvary.

- Missy Cohen Pirinea

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

F
A

M
ILY  C A R E CEN

T
E

R
  

  

  
C

A
LV

ARY HOSPITA
L

  
 0101YearsYears1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org

Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)
Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 11–17, 2015 19  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

BY GABRIEL ROM

City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito 
(D-Manhattan) and 
Veterans Committee 
Chairman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park), gathered 
with service members 
and veterans advocates 
last week on the Lower 
East Side to hail fund-
ing allocated in the 2016 
budget for the Veterans 
Services Initiative. The 
Initiative will provide 
$940,000 to address the 
needs of the city’s 1,000 
homeless vets, including 
legal services, mental 
health and job training, 
and community develop-
ment. 

“The City Council is 
leading the way in sup-
porting our veterans,” 
Ulrich said. “The fund-
ing we have allocated for 
legal services, compre-
hensive mental health 
and job training and 
placement is only a small 
token of appreciation 
for those who have sac-
rificed so much on our 
behalf.”

According to the U.S. 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs, almost half of 
the nation’s homeless vet-
erans struggle with men-
tal illness and substance 
abuse problems. In New 
York, the Food Bank of 
NYC reported that 70,000 
veterans—nearly 30 per-
cent of the city’s total vet-
eran population—relied 
on soup kitchens and 
food pantries to avoid go-
ing hungry.

Included in the fund-

ing is $150,000 for Project 
Renewal, which will pro-
vide homeless prevention 
services to city veterans 
through its culinary arts 
training program. An-
other $150,000 has been 
allocated to Helmets 
to Hardhats, NYC — a 
nonprofit that provides 
veterans with jobs in the 
construction industry.

In addition to the 
Veterans Services Initia-
tive, the administration 
agreed to the Council’s 
recommendation to allo-
cate additional resources 
to the Mayor’s Office of 
Veterans Affairs by pro-
viding veterans service 
officers who will serve 
all five boroughs. 

“Far too many veter-
ans struggle to rebuild 
their lives after bravely 
serving our country,” 
Mark-Viverito said. 
“New York City has a 
duty and an obligation to 
support our veterans in 
their time of need. The 
Veterans Services Initia-
tive will connect these 
courageous men and 
women to jobs, legal as-
sistance, counseling and 
housing opportunities so 
that veterans can navi-
gate these challenges 
and transition success-
fully back to civilian life. 
Every day New York City 
thanks the veterans who 
put their lives on the line 
for our country and our 
freedom.”

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

Ulrich hails funds 
for homeless vets
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• Interest rate 
automatically increases.

• Flexibility to withdraw 
all or part of the funds 
without penalty3.

GET THE SCOOP
ON THE NYCBSTEP CD

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

ENROLL IN NYCB ELITE TO SCOOP UP  
THIS GREAT RATE: Link your NYCB Step-Up CD 
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and maintain $100,000 or more in combined balances1.  

Councilman Eric Ulrich is joined by city officials to an-
nounce that $940,000 will be used to provide services for 
veterans in need across the five boroughs. 

PHOTO COURTESY NYC COUNCIL
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BY GABRIEL ROM

As Barnes & Noble closes 
its last two  Queens locations, 
leaving Forest Hills without 
a bookstore and Bayside with 
just one, many in the bor-
ough’s literary community 
worry over what, if anything, 
will take their place.

 “For them to be gone is 
just very shocking,” said Nina 
Cassius, assistant manager 
at Turn the Page Again book-
store  on Bell Boulevard in 
Bayside. “All I can wonder is 
who is going to fill the void?”

The stores, many said, 
were some of the last remain-
ing centers of literary life in 
Queens.

“If Barnes & Noble does not 
reopen shortly, it will leave a 
tremendous gap—a void in the 
Forest Hills literary commu-
nity,” said Michael Perlman, 
an author and community ac-
tivist. “We will lose a major 
destination, one that has been 
an integral aspect of our daily 
lives and has enhanced our 
quality of life.”

The slumping retail giant 
recently reported a decline in 
sales for the fifth consecutive 
quarter, which explained in 
part the decision to shutter the 
Queens stores.

But amid the concern, 
some see a window, however 
small, for a literary rebirth in 
Queens.

“This presents an opportu-
nity,” said Johanne Civil, ex-
ecutive director of the Queens 
Book Festival. “Whether a 
conglomerate or a small in-
dependent, it’s always a loss 
when a bookstore in a com-
munity closes. But once that 
door closes, the leaders within 
the community should step 
up in either supporting a non-
profit that wants to open or 
an entrepreneur that wants to 
open a shop but lacks financial 
means.”

Civil pointed to The Asto-
ria Bookshop as a successful 
model that she hopes entrepre-
neurs in Forest Hills, Bayside 
and throughout Queens will 
take close notice of.

“They have the right for-

mula,” she said. “You can’t 
just be a bookstore. You have 
to be a community center.”

In Brooklyn and Manhat-
tan, independent bookstores 
have enjoyed a renaissance 
over the past decade, but the 
trend has yet to carry over to 
Queens.

“Queens is on the map in 
so many areas, from real es-
tate to food, but we aren’t yet 
known for our literary scene,” 

Civil explained. 
Megan Abbott, a bestsell-

ing author and Forest Hills 
resident, sees writers increas-
ingly moving to Queens to es-
cape the high cost of living in 
neighboring boroughs. 

“This is the moment. I’m 
hoping that new opportunities 
will arise, and we’ll get the 
type of warm, intimate book-
stores that you see in Brooklyn 
and Manhattan,” Abbott said. 

, “We don’t have to convince 
people that there’s a value to 
reading--I think they already 
know it here in Forest Hills, 
so if a few independent stores 
open, it could really coalesce 
the community.” 

Lexi Beach, who opened 
The Astoria Bookshop in 
2013, sees an unmet demand 
in Queens not only for places 
to buy books but for places for 
book lovers to congregate. 

“The fact that I’m one of 
only a few independent book-
stores in Queens is preposter-
ous,” Beach said. “I’ve got peo-
ple coming into this bookstore 
from all around the borough. 
I’ve had a number of friends 
ask me if I’m planning to ex-
pand, and the answer is no, 
but I certainly hope that some-
body else will.”

“We’re all doing pretty 
well,” Beach added. “Come on, 
join the club.”

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

The Barnes & Noble location at Bay Terrace, 23-80 Bell Blvd., is expected 
to close by the end of the year. Photo by Michael Shain

B&N exit worries Queens’ literary community
Authors, community activists keep hope for literary renaissance amid book lovers’ desert

Monies raised by the 2015 Run will be donated to the Community Mayors and the Christopher Santora Scholarship Fund.

Remember Me Run at  St. Michaels
“Come Run, Walk or Stroll with us 

as we join with Community Mayors and 
The Christopher Santora Scholarship Fund”

Community Mayors serves the needs of over 50,000
special needs children every year.

The Christopher Santora Scholarship Fund will Award scholarships to the children

of the fallen & ill of the First Responders of 9/11 who worked on the “pile.” 

Application online at www.christophersantora.com.

Registration Available Online at: www.stmichaelscemetery.com or By Mail

72-02 Astoria Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY 11370
For information contact: Ed Horn at 718-278-3240

Memorial Service to REMEMBER the First Responders of 9/11 will follow.

Saturday, September 12th at 2:00pm
Fee: Participants $25  Children 10 & under FREE

REGISTRATION AT 1PM  REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED
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HARDWORKING  

NEW YORKERS
NOW HAVE THEIR
OWN NUMBER FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE

Plans are offered by affiliates of Healthfirst, Inc. 

©2015 HF Management Services, LLC. NYCP00433 XP15_87

1-844-HF-FOR-NY

Are you confused about health insurance? Unhappy with your current 

plan? Think you can’t afford a health plan? Let Healthfirst help answer your 

questions and find a plan that’s right for you. We offer access to top-rated 

health plans in NYC and Long Island, with coverage and benefits you 

deserve—whatever your age or income. Give us a call today and ask about 

our new options and benefits for hardworking New Yorkers like you! 

www.HF4NY.org
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BY MADINA TOURE

The 109th Precinct and the We Love 
Whitestone Civic Association are host-
ing the second annual Family Fun Day 
in Whitestone later this month. 

The event, which took place in 
Whitestone for the first time last year, 
will be held Sept. 26 from 12 p.m. to 4 
p.m. at Francis Lewis Park on 3rd Av-
enue between Parsons Boulevard and 
147th Street. 

The festivities will include pony 
rides, rock wall climbing, face paint-
ing, a pick-your-own pumpkin patch, 
popcorn, cotton candy, children’s rides 
and a video game truck arcade. 

Alfred Centola, president of We 
Love Whitestone, said the event seeks 
to bring together neighbors to cel-
ebrate the end of summer and have a 
good time.

“It’s just a family day for the com-
munity,” Centola said. 

Police officers from the 109th Pre-

cinct will be serving food from a bar-
becue at the event. Local businesses 
donated hot dogs and burgers as well.

Local bands are going to play at the 
event and music will be provided by 
Music & Passion Entertainment, a mu-
sic entertainment company.

BY BILL PARRY

Elmhurst Hospital Center will re-
ceive a $150,000 grant over the next 
two years from New York state to study 
medical simulation training for car-
diac arrest code teams. The state funds 
will go to develop a novel curriculum 
for hospital medical teams responding 
to cardiac arrests, with the goal of de-
veloping training techniques that will 
lead to better safety and improved out-
comes for patients.

“Elmhurst Hospital Center has a 
reputation for providing outstand-
ing treatment to cardiac arrest pa-
tients,” Christopher Constantino, the 
senior vice president of the Queens 
Health Network and executive direc-
tor of Elmhurst Hospital Center, said. 
“These funds will allow us to expand 
our team-based approach and provide 

additional opportunities for physicians 
to conduct medical research regarding 
cardiac care that will benefit our com-
munity.”

Overall, 26 hospitals throughout 
the state were selected to receive a to-
tal of $17.2 million for the cardiac ar-
rest training. The awards are intended 
to provide funding for teaching hospi-
tals to form research teams focused on 
a specific topic, disease or condition. It 
also provides a foundation from which 
they can seek additional funding from 
the federal government to build upon 
their work.

The funding comes from the Em-
pire Clinical Research Investigator 
Program, an advisory body of medical 
educators within the State Department 
of Health. Almost $103 million has been 
awarded since the program’s inception 
in 2000.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The city Department of Homeless 
Services has removed all Level 2 and 
3 sex offenders from the Skyway Men’s 
Shelter off South Conduit in South 
Ozone Park, City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-South Ozone Park) said 
Wednesday. 

The facility, a former motel at 132-30 
South Conduit Ave. on the outer edge 
of Kennedy Airport, is home to more 

than 100 residents. It has been a con-
troversial presence in the area since it 
was converted from a family shelter to 
a men’s shelter in 2011.

“Several years ago our community 
was taken aback by the sudden and 
rapid conversion of the Skyway Family 
Center into a shelter for single men. We 
feared sex offenders would be housed 
there, and those fears eventually be-
came reality,” Wills said.  

A little girl getting her face painted at the first 
annual Family Fun Day event in Whitestone.  

Sex offenders leave shelter 

Grant for Elmhurst Hosp.

Family Day to be held

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 11—17, 2015 23  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

T
hey grow up fast, don’t 
they? One minute 
they’re in a car seat and 
the next you’re picking 

out a school backpack. The 
transition to preschool and 
kindergarten is a big leap for 
most families and sometimes 
it can feel like a roller coaster 
ride. There are some obvious 
ways to prepare your kids for 
these changes: buying school 
supplies, getting them used 
to waking up on time, eating 
breakfast and possibly even 
taking a school bus ride. But 
there are some not-so-obvious 
preparations, too, like prepar-
ing yourself to take on a brand 

new role - as the parent of a 
school-aged child.

“As parents, it’s so easy to 
focus on our kids and what 
they need that we forget to con-
sider what we need,” says Don-
na Hunt O’Brien, an expert in 
early child development and di-
rector of training, curriculum 
and program innovation at 
Parents as Teachers, an orga-
nization devoted to supporting 
families and young children. 
“It’s important to prepare 
yourself for your child’s tran-
sition too. You are your child’s 
first and best teacher and that 
role will expand as your child 
starts her journey through 

school. The more confident 
and prepared you are the more 
confident and successful your 
child will be.”

To help make your child’s 
school year as successful as 
possible - and to help you enjoy 
the ride, as well - here are five 
things you can do to create a 
strong partnership between 
your family and your child’s 
school:

• Open the lines of com-
munication with your child’s 
teachers and adult friends. 
You’re not the only teacher 
in your child’s life any more. 
Now she has other adults who 
are there to help. Introduce 

yourself, give out your contact 
information and make it clear 
you’re happy these new teach-
ers are a part of your child’s 
world. After all, you both al-
ready have something in com-
mon — you like watching your 
child learn new things. Es-
tablish a positive relationship 
with these other adults right 
away and you’ll feel more com-
fortable coming to them when 
you need support.

• Involve your child’s fan 
club. By the time your child 
is 3 or 4 years old, she will 
have many adults in her life 
who care about her, includ-
ing grandparents, babysit-

ters, and relatives. They are 
her loudest cheering section, 
so keep everyone in the loop 
about her triumphs and chal-
lenges as she enters that next 
grade level.  

• Let teachers know what 
makes your family tick. What’s 
the free time passion in your 
household? Do you read books 
together, play music, or do you 
love to spend time outdoors 
playing games? Share what 
your family likes to do with 
your child’s school. This will 
give teachers an inside look 
at what your child loves and 
make it easier to find ways to 

Childhood learning experts recommend parents prepare youngsters for school by talking to teachers, administrators and the young students about the child’s likes and dislikes and 
what is special about each individual. 

Help your child start year right

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION SEPT. 11-17, 2015

Continued on Page 26
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T
he role of teachers in to-
day’s society cannot be 
understated. Outside of 
a child’s parents, teach-

ers are often the primary 
adult influencers in a young 
person’s life. 

Yet this essential role is 
getting harder and harder to 
fill as school districts across 
the nation face significant 
teacher shortages according to 
the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion. To counteract this criti-
cal problem, recruiting new 
talent to the profession has be-
come a national priority. What 
shouldn’t be lost in the quest 
for teachers, however is the in-
trinsic rewards of influencing 
and educating young people. 
The educators of tomorrow 
must view teaching as a path 
toward improving lives, not 
simply as a means to meet the 
demand.

Morale remains high 

The modern teacher short-
age can be tied to many things 
— including a wave of retiring 

educators and national educa-
tion funding challenges — but 
teacher morale does not appear 
to be an issue. Research shows 
that 88 percent of teachers are 
satisfied with their choice to 

become a teacher, according to 
a recent University of Phoenix 
College of Education survey 
of more than 1,000 K-12 teach-
ers. Additionally, 68 percent of 
teachers, who entered the field 

in the past 10 years, say they 
would recommend the profes-
sion to others. Recent federal 
data supports these findings 
as well. Eighty-three percent of 
teachers who entered the field 

in 2008-2009 were still working 
in education five years later, 
according to the National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics.

Higher education’s role in 
preparing the next generation 
of teachers

Efforts to grow the teaching 
ranks must focus on teacher 
recruitment, particularly in 
STEM subjects. Research also 
shows that expanding access 
to teacher preparation pro-
grams and providing prospec-
tive teachers with experience 
that will help them navigate 
the critical first few years in 
the classroom is essential.

Higher education institu-
tions play a vital role in en-
suring potential candidates 
understand the opportunities 
that exist in education. Today’s 
teacher preparation programs 
must be able to accommodate 
modern student schedules and 
meet unique education needs.

Teacher preparation pro-
grams that offer flexibility and 

Valuable resource in short supply: Teachers

Continued on Page 26

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

With plenty of educators retiring or set to retire, many school districts are now facing a shortage of qualified 
teachers to lead their classrooms. 

REGO PARK JEWISH CENTER
HEBREW SCHOOL

97-30 Queens Blvd. (at 65th Road) 

To register, or for further information, call (718) 459-1000 or
E-Mail: MorahRobin.RPHS@gmail.com or vfrankel36@gmail.com

Hebrew Reading, Writing • Blessings & Prayers
• Torah Readings of the Week • Holidays, History, Traditions

• Student & Family Holiday Programs • Bar / Bat Mitzvah Program 
• Individual Attention • Appreciation for Israel

Your Child Deserves To Know His/Her Heritage

*Free Tuition for the fi rst year (6 or 7 year olds)
* Small Materials Fee

 Thursday-   3:30 PM — 5:00 PM (Ages 8-10)
                     5:30 PM — 7:00 PM (Ages 11-12)
 
 Sunday-       9:30 AM — 12:00 PM (Ages 8-12)
                     10:00 AM — 12:00 PM (Ages 6-7)

Tuition & Fees Assistance is available & confi dential

School Hours: AFFORDABLE PRICES

96-01 Springfi eld Blvd.
Queens Village, NY 11429

(917) 651-7896
www.TheLearningPot.com
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Do you have a child or 
grandchild approaching the 
age of Bar or Bat Mitzvah?

But:

The Whitestone Hebrew Centre’s new program is the solution

Your child or grandchild:

The Whitestone Hebrew Centre will work with your family 
to make your lifecycle event a warm and meaningful experience.

Unlike most other religious institutions in this area, we are Egalitarian.
Girls are allowed to fully participate, same as boys!

Please call 718 208-5059
or visit our website www.whitestonehebrewcenter.org

for more information

Whitestone Hebrew Centre
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capture her imagination.
• Share what makes your child spe-

cial. If you’re the parent of multiple 
kids, then you know better than any-
one that every child is different - each 
has his or her own strengths and needs. 
As your child’s first teacher and par-
ent, you’re the expert on everything to 
do with your kid. Take the time to lis-
ten to her thoughts and concerns and 
make sure you pass along this informa-
tion to your child’s school. It can help 
teachers know what to look for and 
how to lend a helping hand when your 

child needs it.  
• Take the time to find your team.  

As parents, you’re all on this roller 
coaster ride together, so don’t be 
afraid to introduce yourself and share 
some stories with your fellow passen-
gers. Learning that other parents have 
the same concerns or issues you do can 
make you feel better about your own 
situation. 

These first school years are a big 
step, not only for your children, but for 
you as well. Make them amazing and 
don’t forget to celebrate your child’s 
victories. 

They grow up fast, so enjoy the ride 
together. For more tips visit www.Par-
entsasTeachers.org.

relevance to the dynamics of today’s 
classrooms are a must for student suc-
cess. In addition, the curriculum of-
fered by higher education institutions 
should also provide today’s teacher 
candidates with real-world scenarios 
that encourage critical thinking and 
decision-making skills. These lessons 
will be vital when managing their own 
classrooms in the years ahead.

Inspiring tomorrow’s teachers

As most teachers will attest, they 
did not join the profession to get rich, 

but rather to inspire children and 
young adults to learn, set ambitious 
goals and achieve them. The Univer-
sity of Phoenix survey found that past 
generations of teachers were quite suc-
cessful at this. Nearly half of respon-
dents were inspired to join the profes-
sion by a teacher they had when they 
were young, according to the Univer-
sity of Phoenix survey.

Recruiting, retaining and support-
ing the individuals who are so critical 
to the future of today’s children, takes 
a team effort. But the efforts are worth 
it as the successes of today’s teachers 
will ultimately translate into the victo-
ries of tomorrow’s leaders.

Continued from Page 24 

New year

Teachers

Continued from Page 23 

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

What kind of jobs will our children 
have ten years from now? What skills 
do we need to teach our students in or-
der to prepare them for the future? The 
answer isn’t simple. 

HAFTR recently began an extraor-
dinary technology program. We re-
ceived a grant from the Gruss Foun-
dation, and generous donations from 
HAFTR families, to begin our unique 
Ed Tech adventure. HAFTR acquired 
hardware to create our innovative 
program. We strongly believe technol-
ogy – a powerful tool – can be utilized 
to help our students become lifelong 
learners. Emphasis is placed on mak-
ing the teacher the central part of the 
classroom, not a computer. 

We recently introduced 3D print-
ing across all of our campuses. Stu-
dents learn across multiple platforms, 
advancing curriculum and spark-
ing creativity. Our new Educational 
Technology department has carefully 
crafted curricula, and lessons, verti-
cally integrated throughout divisions. 
We have connected with Ms. Carla Di-
ana, author of Leo the Maker Prince: 
a Journey into 3D Printing for Young 
Students. The author and publishing 
company were so impressed with HAF-
TR’s approach, that they have asked 
us to collaborate with them on future 
projects. Ms. Diana will be visiting our 
lower school in the upcoming months. 

The HAFTR Learning to Code pro-

gram teaches logical and computa-
tional thinking skills as well as funda-
mental principles of programming. The 
coding classes are designed to provide 
a positive experience with program-
ming. Even our kindergarteners will 
be coding this year! Students learn by 
creating 3-D characters, backgrounds, 
and stories; then they use the program-
ming elements to make those objects 
interact in compelling ways. Students 
add objects to a 3-D world and use each 
object’s built-in methods to create ani-
mations, interactive stories, or games 
that can be exported and shared via 
web pages. 

Our school now boasts three new 
computer labs and over one hundred 
iPads across all divisions. KIdBlog, 
Ariot, Dreambox, and Vocabulary 
City are programs already used in our 
lower school. We have even created a 
database of lessons used on snow days! 
When they graduate, students will 
have a full portfolio of projects that 
they have created over the years

Research has shown that there is 
increased interest from female stu-
dents in STEM initiatives, but often 
girls and young woman shy away due 
to peer pressure. We want to break that 
stigma and show that students of any 
gender can succeed greatly in our new 
tech environment. To that end, we en-
courage our girls to participate in all of 
our technology programs.

HAFTR Prepares Students 
for the Future!

NOVEMBER 2015
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

NEEESSSSDADADADADAYYYYYY THTHTHTHTHTHURURURURURURSSSSSSDDADADADAYYY
333333333333 4 5

10 11 12

17 18 19

242222 25 26 22222

MS. NAOMI LIPPMAN : GENERAL STUDIES PRINCIPAL  RABBI GEDALIAH OPPEN : JUDAIC STUDIES PRINCIPAL

SAVE THE DATE
HAFTR 
HIGH SCHOOL

2015 OPEN HOUSE

HAFTR HIGH SCHOOL
635 CENTRAL AVENUE  CEDARHURST, NY 11516  516.569.3807  WWW.HAFTR.ORG

MUST GO!
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Students of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

CELEBRATING A YEAR OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Claudia Porcoro-Ion

The Mary Louis 
Academy

Claudia Porcoro-Ion 
was a member of the 
college preparatory 
program at The Mary 
Louis Academy. Upon 
acceptance she was 
awarded a scholar-
ship on the basis of a 
competitive diocesan 

entrance examination. Her initial promise became 
a reality throughout her academic career. 

As a high-ranking achiever at TMLA, Claudia 
was a yearly member of the elite Principal’s List. 
She was inducted into both the National Honor 
Society and the Language Other Than English 
(LOTE) Honor Society. AP courses completed 
included: AP Physics, AP Calculus, AP History, and 
AP World History I and II.

She was a recipient of St. John’s University 
Women in Science Award for Freshman, Sopho-
more, Junior and Senior Year. Claudia also was 
honored as a National Merit Commended Student 
during her Junior year.

Claudia participated in several programs. She 
was a member of ACE Mentoring Program and an 
After School Program Counselor at her former el-
ementary school. Extracurricular activities included 
participation and membership in the Speech 
and Glee Clubs, and studying acoustic guitar at 
Queens Guitar School. 

Angela Cacciola, Mathematics, says, “Claudia 
was in Accelerated Algebra 2 Trig, which enrolled 
only the cream of the crop mathematics students. 
She came up with unusual ways to solve prob-
lems, which stimulated dialogue within the class.” 
Claudia maintained a 100% class average and 
scored a stellar 99% on the rigorous New York 
State Board of Regents Exam.

The activity Claudia was most passionate 
about was her internship at Cooper Union for a 
pre-college STEM Program. She worked alongside 
college professors during the six-week program 
that explored ways to protect New York City from 
potential future hurricane damage. The academic 
disciplines of the program coupled with Clau-

dia’s interest in civil engineering were a winning 
combination.

NYU was so impressed by her studies and 
acumen that she was extended a full scholarship. 
Claudia commenced undergraduate studies this 
Fall.
Steven Gomez

Forest Hills 

High School

Leadership, achieve-
ment, focus, and 
commitment to the com-
munity are but a few of 
Steven Gomez’s many 
lauded qualities. He 
was Sophomore Gov-
ernor, Junior Secretary, 

and, Vice President of Senior Government.
Steven maintained an average of over 98%, 

ranked in the top 3% of his class, and was induct-
ed into National Honor Society and History Honor 
Society. As Sophomore Governor and Junior Sec-
retary, Steven helped raise $4,000 through school 
functions and organized a blood drive campaign 
for the Red Cross: 120 blood donors turned out 
for the event.

Steven’s interest in legal studies has found 
many worthy outlets. He was President of the Law 
Club, participated with the New York State Mock 
Trial Competition, and Moot Court Competition. 

Commitment to the legal arena resulted in his 
getting a place in the Sonia & Selena Sotomayor 
Judicial Internship Program. During the internship, 
he shadowed Judge David B. Cohen of Civil Court 
of New York, and was exposed to daily courtroom 
operations. He also assisted law clerks and fellow 
interns in the briefi ng and creation of verdicts for 
court cases. Documenting the experience, Steven 
maintained a daily journal of court proceedings 
and wrote and delivered a paper on relationship 
and correlation between history and law. 

Extracurricular activities were varied between 
the fi eld and good-works clubs. Steven  captained 
the Boys’ Track and Field Team, and was a valued 
member of the Lacrosse Team, the Red Cross Club, 
the Key Club and the 4-H Club.

Accepting the coveted QuestBridge Scholar-
ship, Steven embarks on his next academic 
journey this Fall as an undergraduate at Princeton 
University.
Shaun Lambert

Law, 

Government 

& Community 

Service High 

School
Shaun Lambert has 

overcome hardship to 
become Valedictorian 
of his graduating class. 
He is a member of the 

National Honors Society and was on the Honor 
Roll throughout high school. Dedication to educa-
tion is evident in his perfect attendance record. 
He represented his school at the Borough Student 
Advisory Council where he met with Queens High 
School Superintendent and learned about DOE 
initiatives. 

Among the activities Shaun engaged in was 
serving as Yearbook Editor. On the athletic fi eld, 
he was free safety for the school’s Bulldogs Varsity 
Football team. He was also active on the Varsity 
Track team, which won the Queens Borough 
Championship 2013-2014. Last spring, unfortu-
nately, he was found to have an infection of the 
heart and can no longer play. Regardless, Shaun 
continued to maintain excellent grades and a posi-
tive outlook on life.

Being a team player came in handy while 
volunteering for food pantries. Learning to work 
quickly and effi ciently assisted him as he volun-
teered for Get Out the Vote campaigns for both 
President Obama’s re-election campaign and 
Council Member Ruben Willis’s campaign. 

Eric Simone, Spanish and Yearbook teacher 
says, “Who Shaun is, is more important than what 
he has done. He can be entrusted with the most 
important, exigent task. Not only will it get done, 
but it will be accomplished in a manner beyond 
reproach.”

Shaun now attends Alfred State College, where 
he hopes to focus on human services and social 
science.
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Come and explore all that Cathedral has to offer you!

O P E N  H O U S E 
Sunday, October 18, 2015 
12 – 3:00 PM 
Last tour will be given at 2:30 PM 

TACHS # 202

50 East 56th Street, New York, NY  10022 
(212) 688-1545 ~ www.cathedralhs.org 

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges & Schools 

Located at 350 East 56th Street 
(between 1st and 2nd Avenue) 

in New York City, academic success 
has been synonymous with Cathe-
dral since its’ founding in 1905. Ca-
thedral has educated generations of 
young women to meet their scholas-
tic potential. Aside from offering an 
honors program and ten Advanced 
Placement Courses, Cathedral also 
offers programs in Medicine, Law 
and Business, languages which in-
clude Spanish, Mandarin, American 
Sign Language and Latin as well as 
electives such as Forensic Science & 
Anatomy, Women’s Studies, Broad-
casting & Journalism, Art and Mu-
sic just to name a few.

Cathedral is immensely proud 
of its Medical Gateways program. 
Through partnerships with New 
York’s world-class medical commu-
nity, students have opportunities 
to observe medical professionals at 
work and to participate in intern-
ships while still in high school. The 
students receive first-hand experi-
ence in institutions such as Beth Is-
rael and New York Presbyterian.

In the law program students ex-

plore careers in the legal system and 
participate in internships with law 
firms. Students take special classes 
and attend Saturday workshops that 
explore different legal and profes-
sional topics.

In 2015 Cathedral will be implant-
ing a new STEM curriculum which 
will include classes and clubs such as 
Robotics and Girls Who Code.

A full complement of extracurricu-
lar activities keeps the career-minded 
student body well rounded. From 
clubs such as the Marching Band, 
Musical Theater & Choir to sports 
which include Basketball, Cheerlead-
ing, Soccer, Softball, Lacrosse, Cross 
Country, Volleyball and more. 

Cathedral prepares its students 
for the world that lies ahead of them. 
The Class of 2015 received over $19 
million in college scholarships and 
grants and were accepted into schools 
such as College of the Holy Cross, Co-
lumbia University, NYU, and Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania

For more information please contact 
Johanna Velez at (212) 688-1545 ext. 224 
or jcastex@cathdralhs.org. Visit our 
website at www.cathedralhs.org.

Starting on the path to a career  

in medicine, law or STEM

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

OPEN HOUSE
October 17th, 2015
12 Noon - 4:30 PM

Auditorium Presentations
12:15, 1:15, 2:25 and 3:30 PM followed by

opportunities to visit areas of interest.

“The Class of 2015 
earned over 134 million 
dollars in scholarship. 

Invest in your child’s future.”
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“High school is for four years; the Prep is forever”

OPEN HOUSE
October 17th, 2015
12 Noon - 4:30 PM

Auditorium Presentations 
12:15, 1:15, 2:25 and 3:30 PM followed by 

opportunities to visit areas of interest.
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“High school is for four years; the Prep is forever”

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

KnowHow2G0.org

Without the help of an adult, it may be confusing for students to find their way to college. If you 
know a student with dreams of a higher education, do your part and help lead the way. Learn how at...

800-433-3243

Lost.
(How most kids feel about preparing for college.) 

Lost.
(How most kids feel about preparing for college.) 
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At The Mary Louis Academy, you will own your voice— distinctive, 
confident, intelligent, creative, and empowered— a voice that will be 
one of your greatest assets in life.

176-21 WEXFORD TERRACE
JAMAICA ESTATES, NY 11432

The Mary Louis Academy 
is recognized and highly 

regarded as one of the na-
tion’s preeminent college 
preparatory high schools for 
young women. Our reputa-
tion – for dedicated teachers, 
academic rigor, outstanding 
facilities and committed stu-
dents – has been maintained 
at a level of high esteem for 
more than 75 years. TMLA is 
a Catholic school sponsored 
by the Sister of St. Joseph of 
Brentwood, New York. The 
CSJ charisma of unity, rec-
onciliation and all-inclusive 
love is reflected in all aspects 
of The Mary Louis Academy 
experience.

Leadership Opportuni-

ties

TMLA’s VOICE Leader-
ship Program is aimed at 
helping each young woman 
at The Mary Louis Academy 
to find her voice It is based 
on Vision Optimism Inspira-
tion Confidence and Empow-
erment. With the incredible 

challenges facing girls and 
young women today, having 
confident, educated and em-
powered voice is the great-
est asset a young woman can 
possess.

Academic Excellence

TMLA offers Honors and 
Advanced Placement courses 
in every academic discipline. 
TMLA offers 17 Advanced 
Placement courses beginning 
in 9th grade. The TMLA Hon-
ors Program offers great flex-
ibility and 65% of TMLA stu-
dents are enrolled in at least 
one Honors level course.

Student Achievement

Our students are consis-
tently among those recog-
nized the The National Merit 
Scholarship Program, Na-
tional Achievement Schol-
arship Program of Black 
Americans and The National 
Hispanic Recognition Pro-
gram. All students receive 
the New York State Regents 
Diploma with the major-
ity receiving the New York 

State Regents Diploma with 
Advanced Designation, New 
York Stat’s highest standard.

College Prep

All of our graduates – 
yes, 100% - go on to college. 
Many are accepted into the 
most prestigious colleges 
and universities in the na-
tion. Seventy-eight percent of 
the Class of 2014 received at 
least one academic scholar-
ship with a total of nearly $40 
million dollars in academic 
scholarships being awarded 
to our graduates. A full-time 

college counselor helps stu-
dents chart their paths up to 
and after graduation.

Technology

iPads are given to incom-
ing classes. All students are 
encouraged to bring their 
own technology to campus. 
Two state-of-the-art Com-
puter Labs are available and 
other computers are acces-
sibly to students throughout 
the campus. All classrooms 
and resource areas are 
equipped with SMARTBoard 
technology.

Fine Arts

TMLA offers a program in
Fine Arts with a focus on Art
or Music. Under the guidance
of our highly skilled Arts fac-
ulty, students gain technical
proficiency while attaining a
high level of artistic achieve-
ment. Our multi-award0win-
ning art program includes
Graphic Art & Design.

Extr-Curricular Activities

From clubs that focus on
culture to social issues and
community service to artistic
expression there’s an extra-
curricular place for everyone
With 29 competitive teams, our
athletic program is the largest
high school athletic program
for girls in the City of NY. Our
teams have won numerous
state, city and diocesan cham-
pionships.

For information about The
Mary Louis Academy, call 718-
297-2120 or visit www.tmla
org.

176-21 Wexford Terrace,
Jamaica Estates, NY 11432.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE
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St. Agnes Academic 
High School

O P E N 
H O U S E

Saturday, October 17th 
10:00 am - 1:00 pm

718-353-6276 ext 11 • 13-20 124th St. College Point, NY 11356 

•100% Graduation rate
•100% College acceptance rate
•AP & College credit classes
•Honors Program
•Classrooms equipped with iPads

www.stagneshs.org

See What St. Agnes Has to Offer! 
Schedule a Tour!

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

By design, St. Agnes is a 
small, college prepara-

tory Catholic school for young 
women, where each student is 
treated as an individual and 
everyone is known by name 
and respected for her indi-
vidual gifts and talents. Ad-
mission to St. Agnes is based 
on the TACHS results and the 
student’s academic record.

St. Agnes was founded in 
1908 by the Sisters of St. Dom-
inic of Amityville and contin-
ues its mission today to grad-
uate young women who are 
open to growth, intellectually 
competent, so-cially aware, 
morally discerning and com-
mitted to being women of in-
tegrity and truth.

One-hundred percent of 
our recent graduates have 
gone on to college or univer-
sity. St. Agnes graduates set 
high goals and have a posi-
tive attitude about education, 
work, the world, and them-
selves. St. Agnes is much 
more than an all-girls high 
school. We’re in the business 
of education and enriching 
the lives of young women to 

prepare them for leadership.
Programs of study are 

carefully structured to meet 
each girl’s individual scho-
lastic needs. Students ben-
efit from small class sizes, a 
dedicated faculty and the lat-
est instructional resources, 
in-cluding iPads. For the 
academically gifted, St. Ag-
nes offers honors, Advanced 
Placement and college credit 
courses. St. Agnes students 

have the opportunity to grad-
uate from high school with 
up to 37 college credits. St. 
Agnes also boasts of its Sci-
ence Research Program af-
filiated with the University at 
Albany. 

Full time guidance coun-
selors are available for aca-
demic support, college infor-
mation and preparation, and 
personal assistance. The cul-
minating part of a St. Agnes 

student’s experience is when 
she has the opportunity to 
participate in an on-site ad-
missions interview where 
she will receive her college 
admission decision on the 
spot.

St. Agnes offers students a 
comprehensive extracurricu-
lar program. After school, 
you may find a St. Agnes stu-
dent scoring a goal on the soc-
cer field, pirouetting in the 

dance studio, working out in 
the fitness center, or volun-
teering at New York Hospi-
tal of Queens. Students are 
encouraged to become young 
women of faith and service.

St. Agnes will be holding 
an Open House on October 
17th from 10am to 1:00pm. St. 
Agnes Academic HS, 13-24 
124th Street, College Point, 
NY 11353, 718-353-6276, www.
stagneshs.org.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION
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OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, October 1 —11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m
For details, please call our Admissions Office 718.721.7200 ext 699  
or visit us at stjohnsprepschool.org.

“ The bar was set high at St. John’s 

Prep. We were challenged to be 

our best, to make a difference, 

and to be lifelong learners.”
—  2013 St. John’s Prep Graduate 

Attending Harvard University

718.721.7200 | stjohnsprepschool.org 
21-21 Crescent Street | Astoria, NY 11105

Educating Tomorrow’s Leaders 
The marks of true leadership—knowledge, faith, 
virtue, service to others, a passion for learning, 
innovation, and creativity—are embedded in our 
school’s culture. St. John’s Prep is a foundation  
for success and fulfillment, in college and life.
•  High standards of learning including AP, Honors, 

and enrichment courses
•  Faculty dedicated to the needs of each student
•  Close-knit, vibrant community of Catholic faith
•  Active engagement outside the class in athletics, 

arts, service, campus ministry, and more
•  Experiential learning through apprenticeships, 

global travel, STEM, and partnership programs 
with St. John’s University

s Leaders

St. John’s Prepara-
tory School, a college 
preparatory co-educa-
tional high school, is 
dedicated to promoting 
academic excellence and 
to instilling the prin-
ciples and values of the 
Catholic Faith in a posi-
tive, nurturing environ-
ment. 

Inspired by its Vin-
centian tradition, St. John’s 
Prep is built upon the pro-
found respect for every in-
dividual. Students’ charac-
ter formation is nurtured 
through a vigorous academic 
curriculum, an engaging re-
ligious program, enriching 
service experiences and ex-
tensive extracurricular op-
portunities. 

At St. John’s Prep, a rigor-
ous curriculum prepares stu-
dents for success at all levels 
and in all endeavors. Led by 
a talented faculty, a unique 
individualized program pro-
vides all students with a pos-

itive and nurturing learning 
environment. 

Baccalaureate Program. 

A unique Baccalaureate Pro-
gram provides qualified honor 
students with the opportunity 
to complete their high school 
diploma from St. John’s Prep 
and a baccalaureate degree 
from St. John’s University in 
just seven years.

Advanced Placement/

College Extension. College 
credit is available to Prep stu-
dents through Advance Place-
ment courses in all major dis-
ciplines as well as through the 
College Extension Program 

with St. John’s Univer-
sity.

American History 

Seminar. Students meet 
regularly as a book club 
to discuss biographies 
of key American leaders 
and explore the work of 
noted historians. 

Museum Apprentice-

ship Program. Art, his-
tory, and culture come 
to life through hands-on 

experiences at the many dis-
tinguished institutions in and 
around New York City.

International Travel Pro-

gram. Students discover the 
World with the St. John’s Prep 
International Travel Program. 
Students also gain empathic 
insight and valuable experi-
ence through in service-learn-
ing by working in charitable 
projects around the world.

Forensic Science. Students 
explore the exciting world of 
forensic science in a unique 
interactive program offered 
through a partnership with 
the N.Y. Hall of Science Crime 
Scene Investigation Technol-
ogy Lab. 

Human Health And Dis-

ease. Students gain hands-
on experience in numerous 
health related professions and 
become familiar with the latest 
medical technology advances 
through trips to the N.Y. Blood 
Center, N.Y. Hospital and the 
Pathology Laboratory.

Writing Center. St. John’s 
Prep, in partnership with St. 
John’s University, has devel-
oped a unique writing work-
shop program 

The spiritual needs of the 
Prep’s students are fostered by 
teaching the values, concepts, 
and practices of the Catholic 
faith. The values, concepts, 
and practices are conveyed not 
just through religion classes 
but through an extensive re-
treat program and Christian 
service opportunities.

St. John’s Prep offers the 
students exciting, challenging, 
and competitive opportunities 
with its comprehensive ath-
letic program. Teams compete 

in league championships each 
year and are perennial title 
winners within the CHSAA. 
The program places strong 
emphasis on sportsmanship 
and is designed to strength-
ened both body and character. 
Students can also participate 
in competitive or intramural 
athletics, explore their artis-
tic side through performance 
groups, or further their indi-
vidual interests in one of the 
Schools’ many clubs.

As a college preparatory 
school, St. John’s Prep lays 
the foundation for success for 
college and beyond. Within a 
vibrant and supportive learn-
ing environment, students 
are continually challenged 
to develop their creative and 
intellectual skills, to think 
critically, and to form habits 
for life-long learning. 

 
For further information 

contact the Admissions Of-
fice at 718-721-7200, ext. 699 
or visit our website at  www.
stjohnsprepschool.org.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 11–17, 2015 33  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

Now Open!
MCU Rego Center Branch

61-35 Junction Blvd., Rego Park, NY 11374

Branch Hours:
9AM to 7PM, Mon. & Thurs.
9AM to 4PM, Tues., Wed. & Fri.
9AM to 2PM Saturday

Tech-Savvy Retail
Banking Tools:
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The MCU Rego Center Branch is just 
��������	�	�������������������"#�
Queens Branch at 90-15 Queens Blvd.

Mass transit to Rego Park Center:
Subway: M & R trains to Rego Park; Bus Lines: Q38, Q60, Q72, Q88, QM11 & QM18

Equal Housing Opportunity.
Federally insured by NCUA.
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 09/11/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLU
TAX
TAG

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'09 INFINITI G37x

52k miles, Stk#1255

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE    
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Gr Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $12,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 43k 17044 $14,750
 2013 Mercedes C300, 47k 16502 $19,995 

$8,995
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 11–17, 2015 35  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 09/11/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

US 
X & 
GS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

E FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
W

E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
  

 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $3,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
� ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2014 Mazda 3, 55k 15906 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995 
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Honda CRV, 57k 13914 $14,995
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

$14 ,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 DODGE SPRINTER

58k miles, Stk#15079

$31,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS
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Bayside’s boat-shaped seafood eatery, Pier 25A, closed last 
week before hosting an auction to sell off all its decor, furniture 
and kitchen equipment.

The restaurant, at 215-16 Northern Blvd., said on its website 
that its landlord did not wish to renew the lease and that the 
nautical-style building would be torn down within the next year 
to make room for new commercial buildings.

The landlord could not be reached for comment.
The restaurant and caterer had been in business for about 32 

years and was known to many Baysiders as a place to celebrate 
birthdays and graduations.

“We thank all the people in Bayside for coming here all these 
years,” part-owner Tom Theofanis said. “We’ll be back soon.”

The owners sounded optimistic, and an employee told the 
TimesLedger they were planning to reopen in three to four 
months at a different location. 

The auctioneer, Mike Amodeo of restaurant liquidation com-
pany Michael Amodeo & Company Inc., got rid of virtually ev-
erything but the kitchen sink fixtures.

The restaurant’s website offered to contact customers about 
its reopening details if they email their contact information to 
info@pier25a.com. —Tom Momberg

Bidding bon voyage 
to a Bayside staplePier 25A Restaurant on Northern Boulevard closes without warning. 

"I'm here for the nautical gear," says a buyer.  

Salt and pepper shakers made up this lot.

The over-sized pots went in the $30-$40 range. This door in the basement led to a walk-in fridge.

Mike Amedeo, on the ladder, and an assistant took more than four hours to sell off the entire contents of the 
once-thriving restaurant. 

The restaurant’s kitchen equipment was put up for bidding on the 
 auction block, as is. 

Photos by Michael Shain



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 11–17, 2015 37  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

MONDAY - THURSDAY 9:00am - 8:00pm

FRIDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

SATURDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

www.�ushinghospital.org

For Your Convenience
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Habitat for Humanity opens store in Woodside
Group’s fi rst household improvement center reaches city with proceeds going to home building

BY BILL PARRY

Habitat for Humanity will 
have a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny Saturday in Woodside at its 
first-ever ReStore in New York 
City. 

The affordable home im-
provement center, located at 
62-01 Northern Blvd., offers a 
variety of building materials, 
appliances, furniture, hard-
ware and other discounted 
merchandise, nearly all do-
nated and typically 50 percent 
to 80 percent off the original 
retail value.

Profits from the store di-
rectly support Habitat NYC in 
its mission to build affordable 
homes in the five boroughs. 
With the help of thousands of 
volunteers every year, Habitat 
NYC has served more than 380 
families in New York City with 
permanent housing needs.

“The ReStore grand open-
ing is a celebration of the new 
store, but more importantly it 
marks a major milestone for 

Habitat NYC and its mission,” 
Habitat NYC Chief Executive 
Officer Karen Haycox said. 
“At Habitat we strive to ad-
dress the affordable housing 

crisis in our city and with the 
ReStore we are proud to in-
troduce this innovative busi-
ness model that will help us 
strengthen our ability to serve 

the community.”
In addition to acting as a 

self-sustaining funding source 
for Habitat NYC, the ReStore 
also protects the environ-

ment, officials say. Each year 
a ReStore can divert up to 309 
tons of waste from landfills. 
Homeowners, contractors and 
businesses that donate items 
will receive a tax-deductible 
receipt.

“The ReStore is the perfect 
destination for New Yorkers to 
shop while directly supporting 
affordable housing,” Habitat 
NYC Chairwoman Christine 
McGuinness said. “The store 
is a true example of reduce, 
reuse and recycle—it’s an en-
vironmentally friendly way 
to improve your home while 
helping our organization build 
more homes for hardworking 
families.”

The Habitat NYC ReStore 
grand opening event takes 
place Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. The event is open to the 
public and will feature sales, 
giveaways and shopping. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Habitat for Humanity opens its first store in New York City Saturday with a grand opening in Woodside. 
Photo by Bill Parry
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SECURITY GUARD TRAINING
Become a NY State Certifi ed Security Guard Today!

8 HR. Pre-assignment
16 HR. on the Job Training

Fireguard Prep
IDC - (Instructor Development Course)

F80 Coordinator of Fire Safety & Alarm Systems
OSHA

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
Accessible by

and Q24, Q56

Accessible by

and Q58, Q55, B52, B26, B54

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING

Day and Evening Courses
Experienced Instructors
JOB Assistance Provided
Se Habla Espanol

INSTRUCTORS
WANTED

Your Future Starts NOW!

BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN
JOB AND CAREER
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

You've got to love the cops at the 110 Pct. in Corona and Elmhurst. They gave the latest 
crime stats in a tweet this week. The numbers speak for themselves.  Twitter

In the biggest year on record for tourism in the borough, the Queens Tourism Council's 
booth at the US Open is open for more business.  Courtesy of Dominick Totino

Assemblyman Mike Miller (center in black shirt) cheers on the players at the final game of the season for the 
American Softball League, a league for developmentally challenged and handicapped adults, in Kissena Park. 

Courtesy of Assemblyman Miller

Frank Williams (l) and James Williams (r), founders of 
Thomasina's, the catering hall on Linden Boulevard, cele-
brate its 20th anniversary with a gala and a proclamation 
from state Sen. Leroy Comrie.   Photo by Nat Valentine

Community Affairs Det. Mark Costa of the 103rd Precinct 
provides the latest crime stats at the Greater Jamaica 
Development Corp. meeting.  Photo by Walter Karling

"I danced for nearly three hours straight!," says Council 
member Jimmy Van Bramer, with his staff at the Silent 
Disco in Hunters Point South Park. More than 1,000 people 
 attended.   Courtesy of Council member Van Bramer 

Christopher Rodriguez, 16, holds the Billie Jean King Junior 
Achievement Award at the City Parks Foundation's Tennis 
Benefit at the US Open. The money raised helps provide ten-
nis lessons to 6,000 city kids.  Courtesy of Valerie Victor
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MONDAY 8:00am - 4:30pm

TUESDAY 8:00am - 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY 8:00am - 5:00pm

THURSDAY 8:00am - 4:30pm

FRIDAY 8:00am - 4:30pm

SATURDAY 
�rst and third Sat of each month

9:00am - 5:00pm

Free pregnancy tests, all 
gynecological, contraceptive 
and prenatal services available

To make an appointment,
please call (718) 670-8992

Flushing Hospital Medical Center
4500 Parsons Blvd., 5th �oor

Flushing, NY 11355

Extended hours for 
your convenience

www.�ushinghospital.org
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AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The federal government will pro-
vide more than $57 million to help 
insulate the New York City subways 
from tremendous damage such as that 
which occurred when Hurricane San-
dy struck nearly three years ago.

“Sandy brought unprecedented 
damage and disruption to the New 
York City subway system—but now 
we are building the system back better 
and stronger than before,” said Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo.

“This funding helps us move for-
ward with critical upgrades that will 
keep the system running and keep 
travelers safe during an emergency. 
This is about strengthening our infra-
structure with the next storm in mind 
and I am thankful for the support of 
our federal partners in this effort.”

When Sandy struck the New York 
City metropolitan area Oct. 29, 2012, 
it left monumental damage to the New 
York City subways from a storm surge 
that flooded subway tunnels. The high-
ly corrosive saltwater flooded subway 
tunnels, including rooms housing elec-
tric equipment such as signals, relays 
and communications.

MTA officials said the superstorm 
exposed a need for better and faster 
ways for transit officials to commu-

nicate with crew members and strap-
hangers in emergencies.

They said that even after three 
years and thousands of hours of labor 
repairing and restoring service to pre-

Sandy levels, the subway system has 
yet to really recover with many Sandy-
related repairs yet to be made.

“These federal grants enable New 
York City Transit’s recovery from a 

devastating storm by funding critical 
improvements and repairs for a system 
that moves six million people a day,” 
said MTA Chairman Thomas Prender-
gast.

“The MTA’s goal is to make the 
subway system stronger and more re-
silient than ever if and when we face 
another historic storm like Sandy,” 
Prendergast said. “To do that we look 
to our federal partners to help us pro-
tect a trillion-dollar asset that powers 
the New York region and we thank the 
FTA  for acknowledging how vitally im-
portant the New York subway system 
is to the city and its people.”

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Jamai-
ca) said, “the MTA storm resiliency 
projects announced by Gov. Cuomo 
will go a long way to restore and im-
prove the transit system to a level of 
quality that surpasses the pre-Sandy 
standards.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights) also welcomed the funds.

“Hurricane Sandy’s devastating 
impact on our city’s infrastructure 
cannot be overstated,” he said. “These 
much needed federal grants will go 
a long way toward improving and 
protecting our subways from future 
storms.”

 ,

MTA Chairman Thomas Prendergast is getting $57 million in federal money to repair Sandy 
damage and strengthen the communications system against another disaster. 

Federal money coming to shore up subway

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
After nearly two years 

of delays, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
has announced that the No.7 
subway line will finally make 
its inaugural run all the way 
from Main Street in Flushing 
to 11th Avenue on Manhattan’s 
far west side.

The MTA said the ceremo-
nial occasion for the $2.4 bil-
lion extension would take place 
at the new subway station at 
34th Street-Hudson Yards and 
11th Avenue at 1 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 13.

MTA Chairman Thomas 
Prendergast, along with elect-
ed officials, will celebrate the 
occasion, then ride a special 
train only as far as Times 
Square.

Immediately afterward, the 
first regular No.7 will leave 
the new station on its run to 
Queens.

The No.7 extension will 
bring straphangers 1.5 miles 
beyond its original end of the 
line at Times Square.

The project was financed 
by the City of New York in a 
project that began during the 
administration of Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg.

The line’s new farthest west 
station is in the Hell’s Kitchen 
neighborhood, which is now 
a busy scene of construc-
tion with such projects as the 

Hudson Yards Redevelopment 
Project in an area that was the 
largest undeveloped space left 
in Manhattan.

Many problems held up the 
completion date, including the 
diagonal elevators that were 
custom made by Maspero El-
evatori in Italy. The elevators 
failed their first tests.

The project first included a 
second station at 10th Avenue 
and 41st Street but that was 
abandoned as it was too expen-
sive.

This will be the second 
milestone ceremony for the 
project. Bloomberg took a ride 
to what would be the No.7’s new 
west side terminus on Dec. 20, 

2013 at a time when the comple-
tion of the project was thought 
to be close at hand. However, a 
series of delays followed.

The station will provide 
access to the Jacob Javits Con-
vention Center, High Line and 
Hudson River Park.

The MTA estimates that 
the station will be used by a 
daily peak of around 35,000 
straphangers per hour, It is 
only one of several major MTA 
projects going on now, includ-
ing the Second Avenue sub-
way and the East Side Access, 
which will bring the Long 
Island Rail Road into Grand 
Central Terminal.

BY GABRIEL ROM

The Queens parents of 
Justin Zemser, a Naval Acad-
emy midshipman killed in 
May’s Amtrak derailment, 
are suing the railway com-
pany over his death for an un-
specified amount. The family 
pledges to donate any payout 
to a commemorative scholar-
ship in Zemser’s name.

Zesmer’s parents, Susan 
and Howard Zemser of the 
Rockaways, filed their suit in 
Pennsylvania federal court 
Tuesday, seeking unspeci-
fied damages.

The railroad’s legal liabil-
ity is capped at a total of $200 
million for all of the victims.

Zemser was in the middle 
of the third car of Amtrak Re-
gional Train 188 as it headed 
north out of Philadelphia 
May 12 when it sped around 
a sharp curve and derailed. 
Zemser, who was 20, was 
killed at the scene. The crash 
killed seven others and in-
jured more than 200. 

A railroad service spokes-
man said, “It is Amtrak pol-
icy not to comment on pend-
ing litigation.”

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio administra-
tion has done “a good job” 
reforming Rikers Island and 
its culture of violence, ac-
cording to City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights). But Dromm has a 
better way. 

He wants the prison com-
plex shut down completely 
and replaced with a new sys-
tem of decentralized neigh-
borhood jails. He said it is the 
best solution to the rampant 
brutality, sexual abuse and 
other criminal activity on 
Rikers Island.

“It’s actually the first time 
I’ve mentioned abolishing 
Rikers,” Dromm said. “It’s 
something I’ve always con-
sidered and discussed with 
advocates, but I’ve never spo-
ken publicly about it before. 
It’s a good idea.”

Dromm made the com-
ments Tuesday during a City 
Hall rally against the mayor’s 
proposal to limit visitation 
and physical contact between 
family members. 

“I think it’s a bad move 
because family visits are in-
tegral to lowering prisoner 
recidivism,” Dromm said. 
“You want that kind of con-
tact with your family so you 
remember how important it 
is to stay out of trouble, out of 
prison.”

He said the main reason 
for abolishing the 413-acre 
prison is its size, too big to 
manage for the city Depart-
ment of Correction, with its 
11,400 detainees, 9,000 guards 
and 1,500 staff. Dromm would 
like to see the prison popula-
tion dispersed to multiple lo-
cations.

“What you have now is a 
vast intersection where op-
posing gang members are 
housed in the same quarters,” 
Dromm said. “If we split up 
the population and put them 
in smaller facilities closer to 
communities, you can man-
age the population better and 
the prisoners would be closer 
to their families.”

Dromm said he has no 
plans to propose legislation 
that would abolish Rikers, but 
he does have his eye on the 
perfect facility—the mostly 
vacant Queens House of De-
tention in Kew Gardens.

“I know District Attorney 
Richard Brown wants it so 
he could consolidate his op-
eration,” Dromm said. “But 
is that really the best way to 
use it? Maybe we could take 
the entire youth population 
at Rikers Island, all the 16- to 
21-year-olds, get them off that 
island with its brutality and 
into that building in the cen-
ter of the borough. Closer to 
their families.”

The No. 7 train inaugurates a new $2.4 billion, 1.5 mile extension to 34th 
Street and 11th Avenue this week.  Photo by Michael Shain

Abolishing Rikers is
best reform: Dromm

Amtrak suit fi led

7 train heads west
11th Avenue stop in Manhattan about ready to open 

BY TOM MOMBERG

St. Anastasia Roman Cath-
olic Church in Douglaston is 
hosting its centennial celebra-
tion in October, but the parish 
will kick things off this week-
end with a special Sunday 
mass which many past clergy 
and church members were ex-
pected to attend.

The Sunday mass is slated 
to begin promptly at noon. 
Church volunteer and events 
organizer Susan Cerezo said 
the mass will be a great way 
to reunite the extended church 
family.

“The pastors here only 
serve so many years, and ev-
erybody in the parish has 
had their favorites,” Cerezo 
said. “Many have told me they 

would love to meet with the 
clergy members who they had 
when they were growing up.”

Current pastor Monsignor 
Anthony Sherman and his 
associate Reverend Dariusz 

Strzelecki will lead the mass. 
And former clergy members 
who plan to attend include 
Pastor Emeritus Monsignor 
George Ryan, Pastor Emeritus 

Douglaston church turns 100 years old

St. Anastasia Church in Douglaston is celebrating its 100th anniversary 
with several activities. 

Continued on Page 55



45  TIMESLEDGER.COM TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 11–17, 2015TL

BY VALERIE VICTOR

The annual Queens County 
Fair and Corn Maze in Floral 
Park offers New Yorkers the 

chance to have country fun 
without having to leave the 
Big Apple. 

“For those viewing the en-
tries, it is incredible to find 

that even in our fast-paced 
city, people with such busy 
schedules find the time to 
make jam, jellies and pies us-
ing treasured family recipes, 

grow beautiful flowers and 
create amazing artwork,” said 
Farm Museum Director Amy 
Boncardo. 

Now in its 33rd year, the 
fair takes place Sept. 19-20. 

And while there will be 
plenty of down-on-the-farm 
activities to keep visitors en-
tertained, a couple of new per-
formers with an international 
flair are on tap.   

On Saturday, the fair will 
host Irish bands and danc-
ers. Then on Sunday, German 
bands and dancers will per-
form in a beer garden.

In addition to new acts and 

bands, the fair will feature its 
traditional blue ribbon compe-
tition  in livestock, produce, 
home crafts, arts, and more. 

Visitors have the oppor-
tunity to listen to music, try 
their hand at juggling, and 
see different exhibits yet the 
county fair still houses its tra-
ditional activities like pig rac-
ing, pie eating and corn husk-
ing contests. 

Hayrides are also avail-
able to explore the farmland 
throughout the fair.  

One of the main attractions 
is the 13th annual Amazing 

Continued on Page 52
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DOWN ON 
THE FARM
Annual Queens County Fair in Floral Park offers 
visitors taste of the great outdoors near home

A group makes its way through a previous incarnation of the Queens 
County Farm Museum corn maze.  Photo courtesy Skyview Survey
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PRODUCTIONS

“The Pillowman” — Martin McDonagh’s dark 
comedy from 2003 revolves around a writer 
living in a police state whose stories are 
similar to a series of grizzly child murders. 
When: Sept. 18 - Oct. 3
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-28 45th Road, 
Long Island City
Cost: $18/adults, $15/LIC residents, seniors 
and students
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.variationstheatregroup.com

“Plaza Suite” — Neil Simon’s comedy 
set in a suite at the Plaza, follows the 
misadventures of three groups of guests. 
When: Oct. 2 - 4 and Oct. 9 -11
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The Post 
Theatre, Building T4, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“The Importance of Being Earnest” — 
Subtitled “A Trivial Comedy for Serious 
People,” Oscar Wilde’s farce tweaks the 
social conventions of Victorian England. Oh, 
and is one of the funniest plays ever written. 
When: Oct. 23 - Nov. 8
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 

Ave., Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.titantheatrecompany.com

“Broadway Around the World: A Musical 
Revue” — Queens’ newest group, the Royal 
Star Theatre of ICC, presents a musical 
theater world tour. 
When: Oct. 23 -24, at 8 pm; Oct. 25 at 2 pm
Where: Immaculate Conception School 
Auditorium, 179-14 Dalny Road, Jamaica 
Estates
Cost: $15/donation
Contact: (718) 428-8681
Website: www.spotlightonstage.com/
RoyalStarTheatre.htm

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting 
— Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle 
of Great Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and writing exercises 
for playwrights in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

We first encountered Beth 
Roa, owner of Papa’s Kitchen 
at a pre-launch event for Smor-
gasburg Queens, the newest 
Saturday market in Long Is-
land City.  

She was proffering balut, 
those boiled fertilized duck 
eggs with the fully formed em-
bryo inside, a much beloved 
street food of the Philippines.  

Never known to back down 
from a gastronomic challenge, 
we scarfed the unborn quack-
er with gusto.  If you don’t look 
at what you’re eating, the fla-
vor is mostly umami and hard 
boiled egg white.  We recom-
mend not looking.  

This left us craving to find 
out what else Roa has up her 
sleeve in her “Papa’s Kitchen” 
in Woodside.

The surroundings at Papa’s 
Kitchen define hole-in-the-
wall.  The 18-seater exists in 

a perpetual state of forlorn 
Christmas cheer. In late Au-
gust it was sporting plastic 
evergreen wreaths and gar-
land, strings of lights, and 
a blackboard with a hand-
drawn Christmas tree, stock-
ings, and holly, and “Peace on 

Earth” was emblazoned along 
with a come-on for a 2015 Kara-
oke contest ending Jan. 21.  It’s 
safe to say no one comes here 
for the décor, but happily the 
food is another matter.

Filipino cuisine is a glori-
ous mishmash of flavors.  It 

intermingles Chinese, Span-
ish, Malaysian, American and 
indigenous people’s influences 
with local tropical ingredi-
ents.  At Papa’s Kitchen it all 
feels very homey.  The food, all 
of which is served on white pa-
per plates precisely lined with 
carefully cut palm leaves, just 
telegraphs authenticity.

Appetizers are an easy deci-
sion here.  You can have lumpia 
or lumpia.  That is to say you 
can have Filipino-style spring 
rolls with a spicy (Dynamite) 
or non-spicy (Shanghai) fill-
ing.  They come as a chorus 
line of eight slender deep-fried 
rolls filled with ground pork 
and veggies.  We recommend 
the Dynamite version, which 
is not overwhelming spicy and 
comes with a mayo-based dip-
ping sauce.  This would make 
the quintessential party hors 
d’oeuvre.  

Pappa’s serves no alcohol, 
but they do have an exception-
ally thirst quenching citrus 
drink called “Mansi.” It’s a 
lemonade-like beverage made 
from calamansi juice, a citrus 
fruit native to the Philippines.  

It has the added benefit of 
counteracting anything spicy 
or greasy. 

Papa’s next menu category 
is “Filipino Pasta.”  “Pancit” 

At Papa’s Kitchen in Woodside, diners can order bihon, which 
are rice noodles stir fried with cabbage, carrots, garlic and lemon.  

Photo by Suzanne Parker

It’s a trip to Manila without leaving Queens

Continued on Page 52

DINING OUT

A melange of colonial infl uences fl avor Filipino cuisine at Papa’s Kitchen in Woodside

from 

HAPPY HOURS
beginning 

RHYTHM 
& BREWS

from 

LADIES NIGHT
FRIDAY 
NIGHT 
LIVE
beginning  

Over 20 years of serving you!

IF YOU GO
Papa’s Kitchen

65-40 Woodside Ave. at 65th Place
Woodside

(718) 779-9191

Price Range: $7.95-$16.99 
Cuisine: Homestyle Filipino
Setting: Tiny, unseasonal 

Christmas decorations
Service: Friendly and 

accommodating
Hours: Lunch and dinner 

Tuesday—Sunday, Closed Monday
Reservations: Optional

Alcohol: No
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children:  Welcome
Music: Karaoke
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: No
Noise level: Noisy when busy
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EVENTS

NYC Parks Queens Bocce 
Tournament — The annual 
citywide tournament stops 
in Queens for a day of bocce. 
The best teams will advance 
to the city championship on 
Staten Island held Sept. 26. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 12, 
from 8 am - 5 pm
Where: Bocce Courts, 
Juniper Valley Park, Middle 
Village
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Bike New York: Bicycling 
Basics Class — Learn 
how to adjust a helmet, 
perform simple mechanical 
inspections, shift gears and 
maneuver around common 
road hazards. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 12, 
from 10 am - 1 pm
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park Aquatics Center
Cost: Free

Contact: (212) 870-2080
Website: www.bike.nyc

Honey Festival — NYC Honey 
Week holds its fi fth annual 
event with beekeeping 
demos, marketplace and 
activities for the kids on 
Rockaway Beach. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 12, 
from 10 am - 6 pm
Where: Beach 97th Street 
and Boardwalk, Rockaway 
Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: 718-318-4000
Website: www.nychoneyweek.
com

Circus Amok — This one-
ring circus combines tight-
rope walking, juggling and 
acrobatics with experimental 
dance, puppetry and gender-
bending performance art. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 12, 
from 1 pm - 4 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Freshwater Fishing — Join 
the Urban Rangers as they 
teach the ethics of fi shing 
and the ecology of the 
waterways. Participants 
must attend a safety review 
led by a Ranger. Programs 
are on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis. All equipment 
is provided. 
When: Sunday, Sept. 13, from 
1 pm - 3 pm
Where: Kissena Park, 164th 
Street and Oak Avenue, 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

Regina Bonelli Blues 
Band— Catch a late-summer 
blues concert as part of the 
LIC Landing Live series. 
When: Friday, Sept. 11, at 
6:30 pm
Where: LIC Landing Events 
Square, Hunters Point South 
Park, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (917) 282-4123
Website: www.
hunterspointsouth.com

“Moon in the Mirror” 
— This world premiere of 
an opera-in-progress is 
the modern retelling of 
a Chinese myth about a 
woman who leaves her 
domestic life for the moon. 
When: Sunday, Sept. 13, at 
3 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $5/suggested donation
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

“Elektra” — New York Opera 

Forum presents a concert 
of Richard Strauss’ opera  
based on Sophocles’ Greek 
tragedy. A complimentary 
wine-and-cheese reception 
with a chance to meet 
the artists follows the 
performance. 
When: Sunday, Sept. 13, at 
3 pm
Where: St. Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills
Cost: $12/donation, $10/
students and seniors 
donation
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
stlukesforesthills.org

2/3 Goat— This Astoria-
based band, led by a 
husband-wife team, presents 
a concert of their alt-
country, bluegrass, blues 
and classic rock as part of 
the LIC Landing Live series. 
When: Friday, Sept. 18, at 
6:30 pm
Where: LIC Landing Events 
Square, Hunters Point South 
Park, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (917) 282-4123
Website: www.
hunterspointsouth.com

Continued on Page 52
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By Ed Canty

A Bit of Rubble
Across
1. "Hamlet" has five
5. Deep cavity
10. Fit ___ (be 
perfect on)
14. Piglet's pal
15. 747, e.g.
16. Spanish pot
17. A shade of beige
18. Rajah's wives
19. Actresses Ryan 
and Tilly
20. Advice for rowing 
crews
23. Above-the-rim 
action
24. Compulsively 
curious
25. Avian claws
28. "Buffalo" Bill
30. Ruin big-time
31. Pad type
33. Fleecing target
36. Not far, with "a"
40. "Crack" or "jack" 
follower
41. "They got 
______ him"
42. Yield, as land
43. Components of 
some PCs
44. Like some vows 
or cows
46. "Are not!" 
comeback
49. Indifferent
51. Woods and 
Nicklaus, e.g.
57. Brylcream 
portion?
58. "Happy Days" role
59. "Animal House" 

attire
60. Brook
61. Absinthe flavor
62. Be on the payroll
63. Grimm offering
64. Activity that can 
wreck a hard disk
65. Barrel bottom bit

Down
1. Did the same
2. James the actor
3. "___ Between 
Two Lovers" (#1 hit 
of 1977)
4. Halt production
5. Airport areas
6. Longtime Supreme 
Court name
7. Ballplayers in 
pinstripes
8. Agitated condition
9. Coordinate closely

10. Girl in a tree
11. Bars from the 
refrigerator
12. Birdbath floaters
13. "Delicious!"
21. Stocking mishap
22. Provide funding for
25. 1/16 of a cup: Abbr.
26. Singing voice
27. Steal goods
28. Old "What's My 
Line?" panelist
29. Vocalist Yoko
31. Benchmarks: 
Abbr.
32. Even if, briefly
33. Water server
34. Jane Roe's 
defendant in a famour 
70's court case
35. "Brown ___ Girl"
37. "Captain Blood" 
star Flynn

38. Boxer order?
39. Signed for a COD
43. Jury-rig, with 
"together"
44. Perfumed powder 
holder
45. " ___ 
Wednesday"
46. One way to fall
47. Newspapers, 
TV, etc.
48. Activity for young 
swingers?
49. Misrepresent
50. Judgment 
problem
52. Baseball stats
53. Check point?
54. Loud laugh
55. Fairy-tale menace
56. Squealed

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A FORD IN YOUR FUTURE
H U S H S C R U B T O E D
O R C A W H O S E A X L E
A D O S O A T E N M E D I
R U T H E R F O R D H A Y E S

O R D E R A L E R T
C A L V E S C O V E
A L O E S T O N E E C O
S T A R T F O R D O N A V O N
T O N R E N E S T E L E

R E E S S P O R T S
A B B I E S A L E M
F O R D T H U N D E R B I R D
A D E E E V A D E O L E O
S E A R M E R I T M I N T
T S K S S A E N S B A T E

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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Shopping
Galore!

MYRTLE AVENUE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

MYRTLE AVENUE 

FALL STREET FESTIVALMYRTLE AVENUE 

FALL STREET FESTIVAL

Sunday,
Sept. 13th

12 pm - 6 pm

Sunday,
Sept. 13th

12 pm - 6 pm

CLEARVIEW FESTIVAL PRODUCTIONS - (646) 230-0489
“QUEENS LARGEST STREET FESTIVAL PRODUCTION COMPANY”

Program Support Provided By Ridgewood Local Development Corporation

MYRTLE AVENUE FRESH POND ROAD TO WYCKOFF AVENUE

CORPORATE EVENT SPONSORS

Joe Fuoco’s Music Center
12:00 – 4:00PM

RIDGEWOOD DANCE STUDIO
4:00 – 4:30PM

71ST AVE PLAZA
(JUST OFF MYRTLE & FOREST AVES.)

Antique & Custom Cars 
from East Coast Car & 

Riviera Owners Associations
12:00 – 4:00PM
Myrtle Ave. between 

Norman St. & Summerfi eld St.

OVER 200 
MERCHANTS

Children’s Rides
Game Booths

COMING SOON...
 - Saturday, Oct. 24th, 12-5pm

 - Saturday, November 28th

&

MYRTLE AVENUE FRESH POND ROAD TO WYCKOFF AVENUE

Queens’ Largest Weekly Community Newspaper Group
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

For its 2015-16 sea-
son Variations Theatre 
Group is heading to the 
dark side. 

Next week its produc-
tion of “The Pillowman” 
— a story that juggles 
artistic freedom within a 
police state with a series 
of grisly child murders 
— opens at the Chain 
Theatre in Long Island 
City. 

Then in October a 
new version of “Wait Un-
til Dark” — the tale of a 
blind woman living alone 
in a basement apartment 
being terrorized by a 
gang of criminals — be-
gins performances. 

Variations’ Artistic 
Director Kirk Gostkows-
ki realizes dark can be a 
hard sell when audiences 
seek out entertainment 
options, but he believes 
he can close the deal with 
his choices, especially 
“The Pillowman.”

“I’ve been sitting on 

this one for a while,” Gost-
kowski said. “It’s a risk, but 
if we don’t take risks, what 
are we doing this for?”

In Irish playwright 
Martin McDonagh’s 
piece, police in a totali-
tarian state interrogate 
a writer about his stories 
and the similarities they 
have with a recent spate of 
gruesome child murders. 

The play is basically 
three long scenes of the 
back-and-forth between 
the police and the writer. 

For the actors the trick 
is mastering the rapid, rat-
a-tat dialogue that reveals 
one disturbing detail after 
another, Gostkowski said. 
But the steady, slow burn 
of tension is interrupted 
throughout the proceed-

ings with the blackest of 
comedy.

“The worst moments, 
which happen about 15 
times, are undercut with 
humor,” Gostkowski said. 
“It’s very funny in a dark 
way, and you hear the au-
dience laughing. The au-
dience needs that relief.”

Although it was first 
produced in 2003, Gost-

kowski thinks the play, 
with its examination of 
nature vs. nurture and 
questioning of artist re-
sponsibility, has a lot to 
say to today’s audiences. 

“It’s so dark, and so 
real,” Gostkowski said. 
“And it’s really relevant 
again, dealing with how 
art influences people to 
do terrible things.”

Once “The Pillow-
man” is up and running, 
Christina Perry will 
don a blindfold to begin 
rehearsing her part in 
“Wait Until Dark.”

“I’ll probably be black 
and blue by the time it’s 

done,” Perry said. 
Perry plays a recently 

blinded woman left alone 
to fight off a trio of thugs 
who invade her apart-
ment looking for their 
drug stash. 

The 1967 film, which 
starred Audrey Hepburn, 
was based on a 1966 stage 
production. 

Variations’ version 
has been newly adapted 
and now takes place in 
the 1940s. 

And that stash? In-
stead of a doll filled with 
heroin, the bad guys are 
after a toy crammed with 
diamonds. 

Actors Paul Terkel (l-r), Deven Anderson and Kirk Gostkowski rehearse a scene 
from Variations Theatre Group's upcoming production of "The Pillowman." 

Photo courtesy Variations Theatre Group

Variations Theatre opts for something black
Season veers toward the sober with ‘The Pillowman’ and reimagined ‘Wait Until Dark’

IF YOU GO
“The Pillowman”

When: Sept. 18 through Oct. 3, Wednesday-Sunday at 8 
pm, and Saturday-Sunday at 2 pm
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-28 45th Road, Long Island 
City
Cost: $18/advance, $20/at door
Contact: (866) 811-4111
Website: www.variationstheatregroup.com
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JOIN THE WALK FOR WOMEN!
Equal pay for equal work

Domestic violence prevention
Career exploration programs

Free legal clinics and free job club
Ending sex trafficking

REGISTER ONLINE  www.CWNY.org  
CALL 718-793-0672

ADDRESS  207 Totten Avenue  
        Fort Totten, NY

EMAIL centercwny@yahoo.com

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2015
9AM–12:30PM

FORT TOTTEN PARK

WE WALK RAIN OR SHINE! STUDENTS WALK FREE!

7th Annual 
Walk-A-Thon

$15 
SUGGESTED DONATION

The Mansion at

Please Join Us
Thursday, Sept. 17 th 2015 

from 7pm–10pm
For Our Amazing

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, 
Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors, 
have a private tour of our historic 
mansion and taste the wonderful 

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff 
have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor     @Douglaston Manor 
or The Douglaston Manor

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE
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Quintet of the Americas 
— The Queens-based 
woodwind quintet presents 
“Another Realm, Unusual 
Musical Combinations,” a 
concert of Chinese, Latin 
American, African and 
western traditional music. 
When: Sunday, Sept. 27, at 
1 pm
Where: Studio T-7 Gallery 
of Rockaway Arts Alliance, 
Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 230-5189
Website: www.quintet.org

FILM

Movie Night in Maspeth — 
Why not “Let it Go” and catch 
a screening of the recent 
animated hit “Frozen.”
When: Friday, Sept. 11, at 7:30 
pm
Where: Maurice Park in 
Frank Principe Park, 54th and 
Maurice avenues, Maspeth
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

“The Real Helen Keller” — 
This fi lm, directed by Liz Crow 
and Ann Pugh, aims to tell 
the true story of the writer, 

radical activist, suffragette and 
socialist. 
When: Sunday, Sept. 13, at 
2:30 pm
Where: Kingsland Homestead, 
143-35 37th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $5/Queens Historical 
Society members, students 
and seniors; $8/general 
admission
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshistoricalsociety.org

CinemaLIC: “Annie Hall” — 
Well, la-di-dah, check out a 
free screening of Woody Allen 
classic New York comedy.
When: Saturday, Sept. 19, at 
7:30 pm
Where: LIC Landing Events 
Space, Hunters Point South 
Park, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

KIDS & FAMILIES

Hands-on History: 
Founding Fathers — 
Celebrate the 228th 
anniversary of the signing 
of the Constitution by 
making an 18th-century wig 
and putting your own John 
Hancock on a replica of the 
document. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 12, 
from noon - 3 pm
Where: King Manor 
Museum, Rufus King Park, 
Jamaica Avenue and 150th 
Street, Jamaica

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingmanor.
org

Skats the Clown — 
Combining magic and 
clowning, Skats will keep 
audience members laughing 
as they try to fi gure out 
how he pulls off his tricks. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 12, at 
2 pm and 4 pm
Where: Forest Park 
Carousel, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Learn to Ride for Kids — 
This class uses the balance 
fi rst method to help 
children learn how safely to 
ride their bikes. 
When: Sunday, Sept. 13, 
from 11 am - 1 pm
Where: Albert H. Mauro 
Playground, Park Drive East 
and 73rd Avenue Terrace, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free, but pre-
registration at www.bike.
nyc is required.
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

which is the Tagalog word for noodles, 
comes in three different styles.  We 
chose “Bihon,” which means rice noo-
dles.  It’s a sort of Filipino lo mein, stir 
fried with cabbage, carrots, garlic and 
lemon.  It is fairly bland, in and of itself, 
but shared among diners, makes a nice 
accompaniment to the other dishes.

Bicol Express is a pork dish, slow 
cooked in coconut milk, with veggies 
and serrano chilies.  The coconut milk 
makes it satisfyingly rich, with much 
in common with some Thai dishes.  
The little bursts of heat from the ser-
ranoes sneak up on you.  Sitaw n Kala-
basa is a vegetarian entrée marrying 
long beans to chunks of winter squash 
in a coconut milk sauce similar to the 
bicol, but without the heat.  

Sinigang is a Filipino casserole 
whose base is a tart, tamarind broth.  
We opted for the fish version featuring 

pompano.  A pork version, Sinigang Na 
Baboy, can also be found on the menu.  

Neither deep fried, nor steeped in 
coconut milk, it was the lightest and 
healthiest of our entrees.  The broth 
had a pleasing tang and was packing 
heat.  A whole pompano bathes in the 
broth along with chilies, okra, long 
beans and cabbage.  It’s a dish that is 
light enough to enjoy on a balmy sum-
mer evening or yet equally gratifying 
on a chilly autumn night.

There are no desserts listed on the 
menu, but chances are Roa has some-
thing tucked away in the kitchen to 
satisfy your sweet tooth.  We were 
treated to Maja Blanca, a luscious pud-
ding loaded with coconut.

The Bottom Line
At Papa’s Kitchen, Beth Roa offers 

a homey introduction to the delights of 
Filipino fare.  You are encouraged to sing 
with, if not for, your supper, as karaoke is 
as much a part of the scene here as rice.

Continued from Page 47 

Dining

Lumpia, which are Filipino-style spring rolls, come with either a spicy or non-spicy filling at 
Papa’s Kitchen in Woodside.  Photo by Suzanne Parker

Maize Maze. 
The maze, which is 

open weekends begin-
ning Sept. 19 through 
Oct. 25, offers visitors 
of all ages the chance to 
get lost in the three-acre 
puzzle. The corn maze 
now features a new inter-
active design providing a 
different experience for 
annual visitors. 

This year’s theme is 
The Triple Crown. 

“Families, office 
groups, friends, scout 
troops and the like enjoy 
the fun of competition,” 
Boncardo said. “The 
maze is a great team 
building exercise and a 
fun bonding activity for 
families, giving kids and 
adults a chance to be part 
of a memorable maze ad-

venture.”
Every maze foray be-

gins with a maze orien-
tation discussion called 
Stalk Talk explaining 
rules and outlining safe-
ty instructions. For a 
more challenging experi-
ence, Maze by Moonlight 
is offered on specific eve-
nings when visitors may 
explore the maze at night 
using flashlights.  

Tours of the farm-
house give background 
information on the farm-
land. The house dates  
back to 1697, residing 
on New York City’s larg-
est parcel of unaltered 
farmland. The farm is 47 
acres of New York state’s 
longest farmed land, in-
cluding historic build-
ings, greenhouses, and 
planting fields.   

The number of events 

and activities available 
to Queens County Fair 
guests promise a reward-
ing experience for all, 
Boncardo said. 

She points out that 
more than 40 percent of 
the annual air visitors 
are now regulars at the 
farm. 

Continued from Page 45 

FARM 
FAIR

Continued from Page 48 

Arts

IF YOU GO

Queens 
County Fair

When: Saturday, Sept, 
19, and Sunday, Sept. 
20, 11 am - 6 pm
Where: Queens 
Country Farm Museum, 
73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: Fair — $9/adults, 
$5/children 12 and 
under; Corn Maze — $9/
adults, $5/children 4-11, 
Free/children 3 and 
under
Contact: (718) 347-
3276
Website: www.
queensfarm.org

The 32nd annual Queens County Fair happens Sept. 19-20 in Floral Park. Visitors can experi-
ence country charm and activities, including treating goats to alfalfa at the two-day event. 

Juliet Mitchell (top) and Alexa DiNapoli fly through the air on a ride at a recent Queens 
County Fair. 

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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FAMILY FESTIVAL
FESTIVAL FAMILIAR

MAIN OFFICE PARKING LOT
Corner of Forest Ave & Myrtle Ave

En el estacionamiento del sucursal principal

Esquina de Forest Ave & Myrtle Ave

FOOD COMIDA

PRIZES PREMIOS

MUSIC MUSICA

GAMES JUEGOS

AND MORE 
Y MUCHO MÁS

FREE

SEPTEMBER 20th
11:00am-3:00pm

ALL DONATIONS BENEFITTING 
ALEX’S LEMONADE STAND

FEATURING

Member FDIC

71-02 Forest Avenue
Ridgewood, New York 11385

Rain 
Hotline

(718) 240-4804
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“Sometimes it reminds 
them of home just the smell of 
the soil,” she said. “Day after 
day of farming, good conver-
sation, peace of mind, it all 
provides psychological heal-
ing. By the end of the season 
it feels like family, you bond 
over food.”

The clients learn farming 
and other job skills and they 
become more fluent in Eng-
lish.

 “Many find employment 
because of the connections 
made at Brooklyn Grange,” 
Alter said. “Many of them 
come back to give talks at our 
monthly support groups, they 
share their success stories to 
empower the current group. 
It’s really become quite a net-
work.”

RIF graduate Sikinika 
was granted asylum this year 
after fleeing to the United 
Stats in 2012 after her family 
was murdered in Haiti. With-
out asylum she was not al-
lowed to work and sat around 
her Queens Village home 
“bored without anything to 
do” until African Services 
recommended the Urban 
Farm Project.

“It was a great experience 
meeting people from other 
countries and cultures,” said 
Sikinika, a name she has ad-
opted. “They taught me how 
to farm and after gradua-
tion Maria recommended me 
for my first full-time job at 
Whole Foods.”

Now 27, Sikinika works in 
healthcare assisting patients 
with special needs. She was 
a nurse back in Haiti serving 

in the obstetrics unit and she 
is studying for her nurse’s li-
cense.

RIF has nearly 1,000 grad-
uates since opening in 2007.

The mass exodus of refu-
gees pouring into Europe in 
recent weeks is fueled by Syr-
ians, with more than 4 mil-
lion having fled during their 
nearly five-year-old civil war. 
In that time the United States 
has taken in only 1,500 Syr-
ian refugees.

That’s about to change. 
International Rescue 

Committee President David 
Miliband called on the U.S. 
government to resettle 65,000 
Syrian refugees before the 
end of 2016. State Depart-
ment officials said the United 
States would likely accept 
5,000 to 8,000 refugees from 
Syria by the end of 2016.

Blacque-Belaire does not 
expect an influx of Syrian 
refugees in the Middle East-
ern neighborhoods in west-
ern Queens, however. 

“I frankly don’t think 
they’ll be settled in New 
York because recently most 
resettled refugees are sent to 
cheaper states such as Ver-
mont and Maine,” she said.

Syrian refugees are vet-
ted in Jordan or Turkey in a 
lengthy process and they are 
then channeled to come to the 
United States through agen-
cies such as Catholic Chari-
ties whose job it is to house 
them and find them jobs.

“The Syrians who will be 
coming will be helped by des-
ignated resettlement agen-
cies, but if any Syrians man-
age to come on their own, we 
will welcome them and help 
them to legalize and establish 
themselves in New York.”

of minority- and women-owned 
businesses in the project, he 
said, suggesting 50 percent 
participation or 30 percent of 
the ownership structure.  

“All of a sudden now, you’re 
taking this economic activity 
that may not accrue enough af-
fordable housing quick enough 

but now you’re providing jobs 
to New York City-based busi-
nesses,” he said. 

Wiley Norvell, a deputy 
press secretary for de Blasio, 
said the developer is seeking 
to create an M/WBE capacity-
building fund to implement 
programs that support eli-
gible businesses, especially in 
Queens, and that the goals for 
the project are 25 percent M/
WBE hiring and 25 percent M/

WBE contracts, he explained. 
Peebles also said he sup-

ports the push by black and 
Latino leaders for 35 percent 
M/WBE participation in the 
LaGuardia project, but that 
the goal should be higher. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Centers for Disease Control. 
Workman was at Ground Zero 
four days a week for more than 
a year and a half.

“In 2007 my bones began 
to break and no one could fig-
ure out why,” she said. “When 
they told me I had multiple 
myeloma, it was like I was hit 
by a Mack truck. The program 
got me a stem cell replacement 
and it changed everything. I 
was cancer free for five years 
before my relapse. If the pro-
gram ends, I’ll be all right, but 
a lot of others would surely die 
without the medications and 
treatments.”

Without congressional ac-
tion, the World Trade Center 
Health Program and the Vic-
tim Compensation Fund will 
expire next year, leaving more 
than 70,000 9/11 responders 
and survivors in all 50 states 
without the care and support 
they need to recover from 
9/11-related illnesses.

Several of the afflicted sur-
vivors spoke during the rally, 

including the current mayor 
of Spotswood, N.J., Nicolas Po-
liseno. He was a responder for 
Con Ed who worked to restore 
power in Lower Manhattan af-
ter the towers collapsed. 

The married father of two 
children is now terminally ill 
with an auto-immune disease, 
relying on 23 medications 
daily. For the last four years, 
Poliseno has been hospitalized 
every 14 days for a procedure 
called IVIG, each treatment 
costing $1,000.

Susan Herr was a comput-
er programmer for Morgan 
Stanley on the 68th floor of 
the South Tower. Today she 
suffers from the WTC Cough, 
asthma, cancer, PTSD and 
some depression. She has prob-
lems sleeping, difficulty walk-
ing and breathing, and can no 
longer live alone.

“I thought the hardest day 
of my life was 9/11,” Herr said. 
“I was wrong. Having chemo-
therapy and radiation at the 
same time is much harder.”

The Zadroga Act was 
named for James Zadroga, 
the first NYPD officer whose 
death from respiratory disease 
was attributed to exposure to 

the toxic dust in the rubble of 
the World Trade Center. His fa-
ther Joe told the crowd that he 
would go to Washington and 
confront any lawmaker who 
stood in the way of the act’s 
permanent extension.

“I don’t want to speak to 
any representatives in your 
office,” Zadroga said. “I want 
to speak to you personally and 
let you know what it’s like to 
watch your son die over a five-
year period with no support. 
And that’s what’s going to hap-
pen if this bill is not passed.”

Neither Ramondino nor 
Workman regret their roles at 
Ground Zero 14 years ago.

“We couldn’t wait to get 
down there and do our duty,” 
Ramondino said. “Everyone 
wanted to be down there.”

Workman remembers see-
ing workers and volunteers 
from every state and more. 

“People came from all over 
the world to help us down 
there,” she said. “How can 
we deny anyone of them the 
health care they need?”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Refugees
Continued from Page 5 

Continued from Page 9 

Peeples

Continued from Page 4 

9/11

Monsignor Michael Cantley, 
Rev. Edward Kachurka, Rev. 
William McLaughlin, Rev. 
Chris Piasta, Rev. Matteo Riz-
zo and Rev. Anthony Rucando.

The 100th anniversary 
events will officially take 
place in October, however—
following the centennial of 
the dates on which the church 
opened: Oct. 17 and Oct. 18.

The church has scheduled 
a cocktail hour on Satur-

day, Oct. 17, at 7 p.m. in Friar 
Smith Hall, followed by dinner 
and dancing. Cerezo said the 
event would be limited to the 
first 150 people due to space 
constraints. Those interested 
should call the rectory at 718-
631-4454 and submit payment 
by Tuesday, Sept. 15. The tick-
ets cost $75 for couples or $40 
per person.

The Centennial Closing 
Mass is slated for noon on 
Sunday, Oct. 18, led by Bishop 
Nicholas DiMarzio of Brook-
lyn. Following the mass, St. 
Anastasia has planned a full 
afternoon of family-friendly 

events, including an antique 
car show, face painting, jug-
glers, clowns, balloon making 
and door prizes. In addition to 
food supplied by church vol-
unteers, there will also be hot 
dog, popcorn and cotton candy 
vendors. 

Those coming to the after-
noon celebration Sunday are 
being encouraged by organiz-
ers to dress in circa 1900s fash-
ions. 

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 44 

Anastasia

Ellie Alter says the asylum seekers use urban agriculture as  a “ve-
hicle for psychological recovery” atop the Brooklyn Grange rooftop 
farm. Photo courtesy RIF

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,
www.elcaribecaterers.com

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
M&V LIMOUSINES
1117 Jericho Tpke. Commack, NY 11725  
(800) 498-5788, www.mvlimo.com

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Sports

BY BRANDON MAUK

Christ the King’s football 
team had its best campaign 
since 2010 last season, fin-
ishing 6-3 and making an ap-
pearance in the CHSFL Class 
AA playoffs. But this year, 
the Royals are hungry for 
even more. CK believes it has 
the tools to improve after add-
ing players from a junior var-
sity team that went 11-1 and 
reached the Class AAA final 
to a strong returning core. 

“Going into the second 
year, it looks a lot better,” 
coach Jason Brown said. “We 
have a lot of talent coming 
from the JV. We have a real 
promising team.”

Many of his players are a 
bit bolder with their goals for 
2015.

“I expect to win the chip, 

nothing less,” said senior 
linebacker Matthew Grizzle. 
”That’s what we’re aiming 
for.” 

Christ the King intends 
on beating teams with speed 
on both sides of the ball and 
coach Brown is focused on de-
signing one-on-one schemes 
to his players’ benefit. 

The kids up from the JV 
who will play a big role in-
clude defensive backs Randy 
Pringle and Adrian Velez-Tol-
son as well as running backs 
Elyjah Campbell and Harri-
son Abreu. The Royals’ versa-
tile athletes provides the team 
with the opportunity to be 
very balanced in their attack, 
giving them the ability to be a 
speed or power running team.

“It’s hard to scout or try to 
see what we’re trying to do, 

BY BRANDON MAUK

Que Ruan Mosby is liv-
ing up to his nickname—
“Cucumber”—on the football 
field.

“We call him ‘Cucumber’ 
because he’s so cool,” Campus 
Magnet coach Eric Barnet 
said. “I think he’s one of the 
best quarterbacks in the city.”

The senior quarterback 
scored six touchdowns to lead 
Campus Magnet to a 42-20 vic-
tory over visiting Kennedy in 
both teams’ PSAL City Confer-
ence football opener Saturday. 

Mosby racked up 250 total 
yards on the ground and in the 
air in the game, as he teamed 
up with running back Ant-
wan Lewis to form a relentless 
rushing attack. Mosby ran for 
four touchdowns and threw 
for two. It was a great way to 
begin a year that the Bulldogs 
believe could turn into some-
thing special. 

“It feels real good to start 
this way in the season,” Mosby 
said. “It shows what we can do 
for the rest of the season, and 
hopefully make it and do the 
same in the playoffs.“ 

Things didn’t start well, 
however. Kennedy scored on 

the game’s first play from 
scrimmage on a 40-yard touch-
down run by Mario Agyen. 
But Campus Magnet respond-
ed with an 11-yard touchdown 
pass from Mosby to Bryan 
Mariner, who had three catch-
es for 79 yards. 

After forcing a turnover 
on downs at their own 37, the 
Bulldogs scored again on a 14-
yard touchdown run by Mosby 
to put his team up 15-6 early 
in the second quarter. Cam-
pus Magnet scored 20 straight 
points until Kennedy posted 
a fourth-quarter safety and 
touchdown. 

Kennedy quarterback P.J. 
Franklyn and Agyen com-
bined for 221 rushing yards 
and two touchdowns. Agyen 
posted another long touch-
down on a 39-yard rush to cut 
the Campus Magnet lead to 15-
12 with 7:19 to go in the second 
quarter. Barnet expects his 
team to do a better job against 
opposing offenses.  

“We want to shut people 
down,” he said. “So giving up 
[20 total] points, I’m not excited. 
Those are things we have to cor-
rect, so we have to figure out a 
way to get going with that.” 

His defense made key plays 

right before halftime. After 
Mosby’s third touchdown, it 
forced fumbles on consecu-
tive drives. The second led to a 
touchdown run by Mosby that 
put the Bulldogs up 27-12 at the 
break.

Campus Magnet put the 
game out of reach early in the 
second half, with a touchdown 
run by Mosby and another 
Kennedy turnover on downs, 
this time just seven yards shy 
of the end zone. For good mea-
sure, Mosby ran for his final 
score on fourth and two from 
the 14-yard line to provide the 
final margin. 

“We work hard, we just 
had to do what we had to do,” 
said Justin Pierre-Louis. He 
caught one of Campus Mag-
net’s touchdown passes and 
helped slow down Kennedy’s 
offense at cornerback. 

Unlike in recent years, 
Campus Magnet is off to a fast 
start and will look to carry 
that momentum into a Week 2 
matchup with Midwood.

“It means a lot, because 
we didn’t win the first game 
for like two to three years,” 
Pierre-Louis said. “We’ve al-
ways had to come from behind, 
0-4, 0-5. We’re 1-0 this year.”Continued on Page 61

Quarterback Que Ruan Mosby scored six touchdowns in Campus Magnet’s win.  Photo by William Thomas

Christ the King quarterback Davis Navas will lead a balanced offen-
sive attack.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Mosby keeps his cool
Campus Magnet QB powers team to 42-20 victory

Revamped Royals 
get on the fast track
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SPORTS AUTO AD

WE HAVE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

1.9%
PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED SALES

EVENT!

$AVEBIG BUCKS NOW
DURING OUR...

Hunting for a Good Deal? Look N

2013 TOYOYA HIGHLANDER LTD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

32K MILES #22623T

$31,995

2010 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

85K MILES #22624T

$10,995

2006 LEXUS GX470
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

67K MILES #22602T

$18,995
2012 TOYOTA SIENNA

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
26K MILES #21505

$28,995

2008 HONDA PILOT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

71K MILES #22599T

$15,995

2005 TOYOTA TACOMA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

91K MILES #22600T

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA LIMITED

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
53K MILES #22620T

$22,995

2014 TOYOTA SIENNA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

29K MILES #22597T

$17,995

2006 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF.,
AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 120K MILES #22616T

$8,995

2013 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD, 

17K MILES #22598T

$26,995

2011 NISSAN FRONTIER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

32K MILES #22617T

$21,995
MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 

ALL OFFERS END 9/15/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE

...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED
CALL LIZ @ 718-445-2525

LOADED CLEAN SUPER CLEAN

LOADED

2008 TOYOTA 4RUNNER 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

92K MILES #22606T

$15,995

SUPER 
CLEAN
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SPORTS AUTO AD

No Further...Great Deals in Sight!

www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

96K MILES #22568T

$23,995

2012 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4WD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

94K MILES #22290T

$28,995

2009 TOYOTA COROLLA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

38K MILES #22618T

$10,995

2004 TOYOTA COROLLA  
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

79K MILES #22318T

$6,995

2014 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER
AUTO, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

11K MILES #22610T

$15,995

2013 FORD FUSION 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

26K MILES #22441T

$16,995

WE WANT YOUR

TRADE!
We Speak Spanish, 
Chinese & Korean

2014 TOYOTA VENZA 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

29K MILES #22621T

$28,995

LIMITED CERTIFIED

MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 
ALL OFFERS END 9/15/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

2011 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

37K MILES #22582T

$16,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

83K MILES #22577T

$11,995

2004 HONDA CRV
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

118K MILES #22565T

$6,995

2002 TOYOTA SEQUOIA SR5
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, CC, TILT,  AM/FM, CD, 99K MILES 

#22571T

$9,995
2012 TOYOTA CAMRY

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
55K MILES #22611T

$12,995

CLEAN
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Madison Zamor realized 
a different type of US Open 
dream.

Thousands of kids flock to 
Flushing every summer, each 
of them envisioning him or 
herself as a champion like Ser-
ena Williams, Roger Federer, 
Maria Sharapova or Rafael 
Nadal. During the Queens 
Village resident’s trip there 
last year, she saw herself in a 
different role—performing in 
front of the capacity crowd. 

“My mom actually men-
tioned it to me while we were 
watching the match,” the 
12-year-old Zamor said. “She 
was like, ‘Oh, would you ever 
want to sing the national an-
them or ‘America the Beau-
tiful’ on center court like 
that?’”

She had to think about it 
for moment before answering: 
“Totally.”

That dream came true 
when Zamor sang “America 
the Beautiful” before Novak 
Djokovic’s match against An-
dreas Haider-Maurer at Ar-
thur Ashe Stadium on Sept. 
2. She was one of a dozen kids 
selected from auditions to 
perform at the US Open. Her 
opportunity also came on the 
day the 100-year anniversary 
of the event was celebrated in 
Queens.

“The smile on her face said 
it all,” Madison mother’s, Sara, 
said. “She was just thrilled to 
pieces.”

It was the biggest crowd 

Zamor had ever been in front 
of and her first time really go-
ing it alone. The veteran per-
former, who got into the busi-
ness at the age of 9, held the 
role of Kayla in the Radio City 
Music Hall Christmas Spec-
tacular for three years. She 
has also appeared on the HBO 
series “The Leftovers” and 
NBC’s “Law & Order SVU.” 
She is currently the voice of 
Kira on Nick Jr.’s “Zack and 
Quack.”    

That Wednesday night at 
Arthur Ashe Stadium was 

unlike anything she’d every 
experienced. There was no fel-
low performer to pick you up, 
no second take. It is just you, 
the crowd and your voice. 

“In a situation like this, 
when you have 20,000-plus peo-
ple and just you, it is all on you 
to deliver,” Sara Zamor said. 
“She was nervous a little bit, 
but when she walked out you 
weren’t able to tell.” 

Zamor, who attends Our 
Lady of Lourdes grammar 
school, skipped watching Ve-

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Continued on Page 61

Madison Zamor on stage at the US Open AP

A singer lives her dream 
on the US Open stage

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Shariff Abukari is off to 
quite a start.

The Bayside quarter-
back’s five-touchdown day 
led his team to a 34-12 win 
over visiting Sheepshead Bay 
in both team’s PSAL Bowl 
Conference football opener 
last Saturday. 

The senior completed 11 of 
18 passes for 250 yards. Elijah 
Walcott (86 yards) and Rob-
ert Williams combined for 
121 yards receiving and two 
scores each. Jason Benton 
added a 65-yard touchdown 
reception. Walcott also re-
covered a fumble and Elijah 
Rimpel added eight tackles.  

Benjamin Cardozo 10, 

Bryant 0: Miguel Ritoe went 
4 for 10, passing for 30 yards 
and two touchdowns for Car-
dozo. He also ran for 39 yards 
and a rushing score. Edgar 
Rodriguez Reyes and Terry 
Moreau both recorded seven 
tackles, including a sack.  

Fort Hamilton 44, Flush-

ing 0: Tajmaleeak Beckett 
completed 17 of 28 passes for 
230 yards for Flushing. Car-
lyle Kent Jr. caught 10 passes 
for 121 yards. Troy Booker 
rushed for 154 yards and 
three touchdowns on 14 car-
ries to lead Fort Hamilton.

Far Rockaway 34, Infor-

mation Technology 8: Quar-
terback Jaquan Miller posted 
189 yards of total offense and 
scored twice on the ground 
and twice in the air for Far 
Rockaway. Chaki Hurdle 
carried the ball three times 
for 65 yards and a score. Roy 
Joseph Jr. and Tyreke John-
son combined for 95 yards 

and each caught touchdown 
passes. Jahron Gayle made 12 
tackles. Angel Cardoso paced 
Information Technology with 
111 rushing yards on 11 car-
ried Kaheem Newell added a 
score on the ground.       

Long Island City 20, 

KIPP NYC 0: Wilton Caldron 
completed 10 of 21 passes for 
248 yards and a touchdown 
pass to Jose Batista for Long 
Island City. Batista caught two 
passes for 100 yards. Nazeem 
Carthen and Dayshawn 
Smalls combined for 86 yards 
on the ground, with each 
of them making one score. 
Smalls, Austin Campbell and 
Nelvin Rosario each recov-
ered a fumble on defense. 

Jamaica 44, Mott Ha-

ven 14: Garfield McDonald 
carried the ball 20 times for 
231 yards and two scores 
for Jamaica. Samuel Jules 
added 158 yards and a touch-
down on 11 carries. Chisom 
Enekwechi made five tack-
les, Joshua Jones recovered 
a fumble and Wayn O’Hare 
Reid added an interception.

John Adams 14, Colum-

bus 8: Anthony Gray carried 
the ball seven times for 52 
yards and a touchdown for 
John Adams. Edward Rios 
added 55 yards on the ground 
and Chris Rios had 23-yard 
touchdown grab on a pass 
by Antwon James. Dashawn 
Anderson made 11 tackles, 
including three sacks. 

Lehman 14, Springfield 

Gardens 0: Corwyn Ellis 
completed 7 of 16 passes for 
77 yards for Springfield Gar-
dens. Christopher Clarke 
carried the ball 10 times for 
46 yards.  

Bayside High quarter Shariff Abukari Twitter

Bayside season 
gets strong start
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because we hit you from all kinds of 
angles,” Brown said.

He is also experimenting with us-
ing players like Giovanni Downie, also 
a running back, in the slot at receiver 
to create favorable matchups. Senior 
Lorenzo Worrell leads the offensive 
line. Many players are used on both 
sides of the ball. 

Getting all of that talent involved 
on offense is something senior quar-
terback David Navas is more than 
ready to take on.

“With us coming up and building 

team chemistry in preseason and off-
season, we’re going to have a success-
ful year,” he said.

Brown’s approach on defense is 
very similar to his offense. He has 
several fast defensive backs up from 
the JV and senior linebacker Brent 
Priester to make life tough on oppos-
ing receivers.

“We know the offense is going to 
move the ball, so we just want to do 
our job,” Grizzle said. “Got to get the 
offense the ball as soon as possible.”

Christ the King believes this team 
is deep enough to reestablish itself as 
a power in the CHSFL, starting Friday 
night against last year’s ‘A’ champion 
Fordham Prep.

nus Williams’ match earlier in the 
night to keep herself focused on her 
performance. Once she stepped out 
there she fed off the crowd’s energy 
and then blocked the people out before 
delivering a rendition of  “America The 
Beautiful” that earned her cheers and 
plenty of compliments afterward.

“I don’t think I have ever had an 
experience like that,” Madison Zamor 
said. 

It’s one that she’s worked and sac-
rificed for. Like a kid who dedicated 
themselves to sports, you miss some 

time with your friends, some trips to 
the beach or a day at movies. It’s tough 
sometimes, Madison Zamor admits, 
but meeting new people can be just as 
fun.     

So can new experiences. That 
Wednesday night at the Open is one 
Madison would love to do again. Her 
mother called it “magical” and wished 
she could relive it live without having 
to hold up her iPhone to record for fu-
ture days.

A dream that started in the seats of 
the US Open became real on its biggest 
stage, one Madison handled well.

“It felt amazing,” Madison Zamor 
said. “I can’t think of any other word 
to describe it.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Jasmine Brunson showed 
apprehensive college coaches 
what they had been asking for 
all along this summer, and the 
scholarship offers came roll-
ing in. 

There were questions about 
the Mary Louis senior guard’s 
mid-range jumper and her 
ability to use her left hand. 
Coaches wanted to see that 
she could be more than just a 
volume scorer who can get to 
the basket at will. 

Brunson proved she could 
do all of that and more play-
ing for her Positive Direction 
travel team at the Run for the 
Roses event in Kentucky and 
Battle in the Boro in Tennes-
see in mid-July. 

It was there that the 5-foot-7 
Brunson showed off her physi-
cal skills, as well as her tough-
ness and leadership when her 
team struggled. 

“No matter how much we 
were down she just kept go-
ing,” TMLA and Positive Di-
rection Coach JoAnn Arbitel-
lo-Pinnock said. “They loved 
her from a mentality stand-
point.”

Brunson entered the sum-
mer with offers from St. Pe-
ter’s, Stony Brook, Fairleigh 
Dickinson and Lipscomb. 
After her strong showing 
this summer, she heads into 
her senior season with nine 
more. Rice, North Carolina 
A&T, Marshall, Hofstra, 
Providence, Detroit, Niagara, 
Minnesota and Howard have 
all extended scholarships 
Brunson’s way. It leaves her 
feeling that all her hard work 
has paid off. 

“It meant I was doing my 
job, because I was waiting on 
those schools,” Brunson said. 
“I did something right.”

She has already taken an 
unofficial visit to Hofstra and 
will visit Minnesota, Rice and 
North Carolina A & T in Sep-
tember. If all goes well, she ex-
pects to sign with a school in 
November.

Until then, Brunson contin-
ues to improve her game with 
trainer Priscilla Edwards, 
a former St. John’s women’s 
basketball assistant coach. 
Brunson never misses a ses-
sion, even when she’s feeling 
a little under the weather. She 
takes challenges to heart and 

each drill is done with inten-
sity and purpose. 

“Jaz wants to get it done,” 
Arbitello-Pinnock said. “If you 
tell her you want her to touch 
the rim by September, she will 
work at it. Her work ethic is 
incredible.”

The results of that work 
ethic showed in her last two 
seasons at Mary Louis, after 
transferring from Bayside. 
She led the Hilltoppers to a 
CHSAA Junior Varsity title 
as a sophomore and averaged 
16.0 points, six rebounds, 
four assists and three steals 
per contest last year on the 
 varsity.

Her first year playing in 
the top division in Brooklyn/
Queens showed her the level 
of play that must be consis-
tently maintained to be suc-
cessful at the highest level.    

“It just meant you couldn’t 
take any games off,” she said. 
“Everything is going to be 
tough. Whether you are play-
ing the worst team or the best 
team, you have to constantly 
go out and play.”

It is all Brunson has done 
and it has reaped benefits as 
her college choices have ex-

panded.
“It’s crazy,” Brunson said. 

“I didn’t picture it for myself, 

but I know I worked hard 
enough to be in this position. 
It’s fun. I am enjoying it.”

Mary Louis guard Jasmine Brunson saw her college stock skyrocket this 
summer.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

All that Jaz: Scholarship offers pile up for Brunson

Block Shots

Christ the King

Continued from Page 57

Continued from Page 60



62    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 11–17, 2015 BT FT TL

from the failure-to-yield law. 
Miller said there are al-

ready investigating agencies 
that respond and investigate 
any time there is a fatality in-
volving an MTA worker and 
that the settlement allows 
bus drivers to defend them-
selves.

“I genuinely think that we 
do probably a little more leg-
islating than we should and 
we should do more educating 
and less legislating,” Miller 
said. 

In May, City Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
introduced a bill seeking 
clarification of how law en-
forcement proves that a driv-
er did not act carefully. 

“We don’t want people to 
be arrested and put in jail 
unless they are really doing 
something that is negligent 
or reckless and deserves be-
ing put through the criminal 
justice system,” Lancman 
said. “The law needed to be 

clarified so that it was ap-
plied fairly and the cops can 
arrest people who really are 
being reckless and pedestri-
ans can get the protection 
they really need.”

Wiley Norvell, a spokes-
man for de Blasio, said the 
city has prosecuted about 38 
due care cases and that six 
involved bus drivers. 

Norvell said the settle-
ment simply clarifies a prac-
tice the city has always un-
dertaken, although he said 
TWU believes the city was 
acting otherwise. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
the law helps keep pedestri-
ans safe. 

“This settlement makes 
explicit what the city, the 
NYPD and district attorneys 
mean by ‘due care,’ and the 
standard we are using as we 
implement this law,” de Bla-
sio said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

complete the program, the 
DA said she would have had 
to serve one year in prison.

The damage from the 2014 
fire was not severe, but the 
three people inside the house 
were hospitalized after inhal-
ing smoke, police said at the 
time. The target of the attack 
was put the fire out with a pot 
of water, which helped pre-
vent the blaze from becom-
ing fatal, Queens DA Richard 
Brown said in February.

Surveillance footage 

showed Barashy approach-
ing his friend’s residence 
with a gas can and seconds 
later showed him running to 
a waiting car, the DA said. 

Barashy is currently serv-
ing between five and 10 years 
in prison for third-degree 
felony arson after being sen-
tenced in February, the DA 
said.

Barashy was previously 
convicted in the drive-by 
shooting of a Queens Su-
preme Court judge’s home in 
2008 and was charged with 
attempted murder, arson and 
six counts of reckless endan-
germent, according to court 

and its athletic fields. 
Avella introduced a bill, 

which passed the Senate, that 
would require the SCA to in-
clude community boards, resi-
dents and elected officials in 
the school placement process. 

In an interview Wednesday 
after the meeting, Avella said 
he is upset about the deal be-
ing signed despite strong com-
munity opposition and after he 
spoke with City Schools Chan-
cellor Carmen Fariña.

He also said the president 
of the Bayside Jewish Center 
promised to arrange a meet-
ing with the board of directors 
to discuss the project.

“Obviously they haven’t 
gotten the message,” he said, 
“so I’m going to continue to 
pursue this as an issue not 
only generally with the leg-
islation but also locally with 
this specific site.”

City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) said that his 
office learned late of the deal 
as well, but noted that the SCA 
and the DOE have involved the 

community, which will deter-
mine the structure and course 
offerings of the school. 

“We have to work aggres-
sively to make sure that the 
SCA and the DOE stick with 
their commitment to listen 
to the local community as to 
what type of school we would 
like for our children here,” 
Vallone said.

Jason Fink, the DOE’s dep-
uty press secretary, said the 
site is under public review and 
that there is no cost estimate 
at this time.

“We are continuing to en-
gage with community mem-
bers as well as local stakehold-
ers and elected officials as the 
process moves forward,” Fink 
said.

Vallone said a meeting 
with the DOE, SCA, commu-
nity board and civic leaders to 
discuss the contract will take 
place in the next two weeks.

Friends of Bayside High 
School, a community and 
alumni association, circulated 
a petition opposing the project 
with more than 3,200 signa-
tures. 

The group’s vice president, 
David Solano, said there is no 
need for a high school in the 

area or in the borough and 
that the community should 
keep track of the project, citing 
traffic and safety concerns. 

“I think that we as a com-
munity and members need 
to keep an eye on what their 
progress is going to be,” So-
lano said.

Laura James, CB 11’s first 
vice chairwoman and co-
chairwoman of the Education 
Committee, said two alter-
nate locations were suggested 
in the budget committee: the 
Time Church next to the Little 
Neck Car Wash and the Creed-
moor site. 

“We did that immediately 
following the meeting where 
this was discussed and we 
have not heard anything 
back,” James said. “They told 
us that they were looking into 
it.”

Michael Athy, principal 
of Bayside HS, voiced his op-
position to the proposed high 
school.

“I apologize on behalf of the 
DOE,” Athy said. “Don’t hate 
us all.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.
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