
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

More than 3,000 visitors 
came to the first opening 
night of the Queens Inter-
national Night Market on 
168th Street in downtown 
Jamaica Saturday. 

The large open-air night 
market features over 50 

independent vendors sell-
ing merchandise, art and 
food as well as small-scale 
cultural performances and 
entertainment, all celebrat-
ing the rich cultural diver-
sity and heritage of the city 
and borough.

The food came from all 
parts of the world, ranging 

from West Indian shark 
sandwiches to bubble tea. 
The activities included gi-
ant Jenga and temporary 
tattoos. Visitors can find 
anything from clothing, to 
pots and pans, to kebabs on 
a stick. 

“Almost 90 percent of the 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

As Barnes & Noble closes its 
last two  Queens locations, leav-
ing Forest Hills without a book-
store and Bayside with just one, 
many in the borough’s literary 
community worry over what, if 
anything, will take their place.

 “For them to be gone is just 
very shocking,” said Nina Cas-
sius, assistant manager at Turn 
the Page Again bookstore  on Bell 
Boulevard in Bayside. “All I can 
wonder is who is going to fill the 
void?”

The stores, many said, were 
some of the last remaining cen-
ters of literary life in Queens.

“If Barnes & Noble does not 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
and Veterans Committee Chair-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), 
gathered with service members 
and veterans advocates last week 
on the Lower East Side to hail 
funding allocated in the 2016 
budget for the Veterans Services 
Initiative. The Initiative will pro-
vide $940,000 to address the needs 
of the city’s 1,000 homeless vets, 
including legal services, mental 
health and job training, and com-
munity development. 

“The City Council is leading 
the way in supporting our veter-
ans,” Ulrich said. “The funding 
we have allocated for legal servic-

BY BILL PARRY

Habitat for Humanity will have a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony Saturday in Woodside at its first-
ever ReStore in New York City. 

The affordable home improvement center, lo-
cated at 62-01 Northern Blvd., offers a variety of 

Habitat for Humanity opens
home redo store in Woodside

City sets aside 
$945K to aid 
homeless vets

Bibliophiles bemoan end of story

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Night market makes splash

B&N store closings 
hurt literary scene

The first day of kindergarten at PS 212 in Jackson Heights ends early (noon instead of 2:20 p.m.) for cousins (l-
r) Nasif, Azamin and Ahnaf with one of the moms making the pick-up.   Photo by Michael Shain

Chef Kenneth Wan works the grill at the 
Queens Night Market.   

Photo by Steve Vazquez

BACK TO SCHOOL 
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39/11 fi rst responders want Zadroga Act saved
BY BILL PARRY

A 9/11 first responder 
from Middle Village and 
a survivor from Flushing, 
both suffering the effects 
of cancer, went back to 
Ground Zero to call on Con-
gress to reauthorize the 
Zadroga Act, and make it 
permanent. The law, which 
provides health care and 
compensation to those with 
9/11-related illnesses, is 
slated to expire next year.

“These men and women 
are the heroes of 9/11 and 
they shouldn’t have to come 
to Congress to beg for their 
lives,” U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (D-Astoria) said. 
“They’ve endured chemo-
therapy, daily asthma at-
tacks, permanent disabili-
ties, post-traumatic stress 
and other terrible illnesses. 
They live with the conse-
quences daily.”

Former NYPD Det. Jo-
seph Ramondino, 53, of 
Middle Village has battled 
two cancers since retiring 
in 2004 and endured mul-
tiple surgeries and treat-
ments. 

“It’s not about me be-
cause I’m not terminal like 
some of these other folks,” 

he said. “The program 
worked for me. I’m OK, but 
many are not and those 
are the people that this is 
about, the ones who are 
sick now and will be sick in 
the coming years. Extend-
ing the Zadroga Act and 
making it permanent is the 
right thing to do regardless 
of politics.”

Flushing resident Patri-
cia Workman, 77, went to 
work as a volunteer for the 
Red Cross, the Salvation 
Army and Port Authority 
caring for the workers who 
came off the pile week after 

week. “When I first got down 
there, there was this white 
powder on every building, on 
every floor. When the work-
ers came off the pile, they 
were covered in that dust day 
after day,” she said. “Nobody 
wore masks because the feds 
said the air was safe.”

But it wasn’t. More than 
33,000 9/11 responders as 
well as survivors of the at-
tacks, including area resi-
dents, workers and children, 
have illnesses caused by 
breathing in the toxic dust, 
and over two-thirds of those 
have more than one illness. 

So far, 4,385 cancers have 
been found among 9/11 re-
sponders and survivors, 
according to data from the 
Centers for Disease Control. 
Workman was at Ground 
Zero four days a week for 
more than a year and a half.

“In 2007 my bones began 
to break and no one could 
figure out why,” she said. 
“When they told me I had 
multiple myeloma, it was 
like I was hit by a Mack 
truck. The program got 
me a stem cell replacement 
and it changed everything. 
I was cancer free for five 

years before my relapse. If 
the program ends, I’ll be 
all right, but a lot of others 
would surely die without 
the medications and treat-
ments.”

Without congressional 
action, the World Trade 
Center Health Program 
and the Victim Compensa-
tion Fund will expire next 
year, leaving more than 
70,000 9/11 responders and 
survivors in all 50 states 
without the care and sup-
port they need to recover 
from 9/11-related illnesses.

Several of the afflicted 
survivors spoke during the 
rally, including the current 
mayor of Spotswood, N.J., 
Nicolas Poliseno. He was a 
responder for Con Ed who 
worked to restore power in 
Lower Manhattan after the 
towers collapsed. 

The married father of 
two children is now termi-
nally ill with an auto-im-
mune disease, relying on 23 
medications daily. For the 
last four years, Poliseno 
has been hospitalized ev-
ery 14 days for a procedure 
called IVIG, each treatment 
costing $1,000.

Susan Herr was a com-
puter programmer for Mor-

gan Stanley on the 68th 
floor of the South Tower. 
Today she suffers from 
the WTC Cough, asthma, 
cancer, PTSD and some de-
pression. She has problems 
sleeping, difficulty walk-
ing and breathing, and can 
no longer live alone.

“I thought the hardest 
day of my life was 9/11,” 
Herr said. “I was wrong. 
Having chemotherapy and 
radiation at the same time 
is much harder.”

The Zadroga Act was 
named for James Zadroga, 
the first NYPD officer whose 
death from respiratory dis-
ease was attributed to expo-
sure to the toxic dust in the 
rubble of the World Trade 
Center. His father Joe told 
the crowd that he would go 
to Washington and confront 
any lawmaker who stood in 
the way of the act’s perma-
nent extension.

“I don’t want to speak to 
any representatives in your 
office,” Zadroga said. “I 
want to speak to you person-
ally and let you know what 
it’s like to watch your son 
die over a five-year period 
with no support. And that’s 
what’s going to happen if 
this bill is not passed.”

Joe Zadroga vows to go to Washington and meet with any lawmaker who is against extending the 
Zadroga Act, named for his son. Photo by Bill Parry

Boro kids get less of everything when it comes to school
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

As New York public 
schools open their doors to 
students, funding per stu-
dent in Queens remains 
tight, much like the bor-
ough’s crowded school 
buildings, according to a 
report released Tuesday by 
the city’s Independent Bud-
get Office. 

The report focused on 
the public school budgets 
per student across the city’s 
districts and boroughs. 

Schools in Queens re-
ceive, on average, $1,310 
less per pupil than schools 
in the Bronx, which re-
ceives $8,902 per student. 

Citywide, per-pupil al-
locations go from a high av-
erage of $8,255 in districts 
such as in Brooklyn’s Edu-
cation District 16 to a low 

average of $3,800 in Corona 
and/or Elmhurst Educa-
tional District 24.

The largest per-pupil 
allocations are found in 
District 7 in the South 
Bronx; District 16 in cen-
tral Brooklyn; Districts 4 
and 5 in upper Manhattan; 

and District 1 in the Lower 
East Side.  

The lowest per student 
allocations are found in 
Districts 24, 25 and 26 in 
Queens and District 2 in 
Manhattan.  

IBO is a publicly funded 
city agency that provides 

nonpartisan information 
about the city’s budget to 
the public and their elected 
officials.  

IBO said in the report, 
“This variation is not unex-
pected. Per-pupil spending 
is a function of school size, 
with large schools gener-
ally receiving less funding 
per pupil than schools with 
fewer students.”

Queens, with the larg-
est average school size, had 
the lowest per-pupil allo-
cations, while Manhattan 
and the Bronx, with the two 
smallest average school siz-
es, had the two largest per-
pupil allocations.

The variation comes de-
spite the approval of over 
38,000 new seats citywide 
in coming years as part of 
the city’s capital education 
budget plan, which is esti-

mated at $13.5 billion. 
The Department of Edu-

cation acknowledged that 
schools citywide are over-
crowded by 44 percent dur-
ing a City Council hearing 
in March. 

Leonie Hamison, an ad-
vocate of making classroom 
sizes smaller and head of 
the education advocacy 
group Class Size Matters, 
said despite the DOE prom-
ising to end trailers and 
create more seats, nothing 
has changed.

“They promised to re-
place the seats—half a bil-
lion dollars and nothing is 
being done,” she said. “I am 
concerned. The schools are 
getting more overcrowd-
ed.”

Hamison added,  “They 
are adding new trailers in 
Forest Hills schools.”

In a radio interview on 
NPR’s Brian Lehrer Show, 
School Chancellor Car-
men Fariña said nine new 
schools are currently in the 
process of being zoned but 
were constructed to allevi-
ate some of the overcrowd-
ing.  

Four of the schools are in 
Queens: PS 349 and MS 249 
on 164th Street in Jamaica 
Hills; PS 360 on 112th Av-
enue in St. Albans; and PS 
361 on 39th Avenue in Wood-
side. 

The new schools will 
not be enough, according to 
Class Size Matters, which 
projected in a 2014 report an 
estimated 70 percent student 
increase over the next ten 
years  would require 100,000 
seats in the city’s capital 
education budget plan. 

The lowest per-student allocations are found in Districts 24, 25 
and 26 in Queens and District 2 in Manhattan, according to the 
Independent Budget Office. 
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4 Astoria group helps asylum seekers
RIF uses Brooklyn Grange rooftop farm in LIC to psychologically soothe traumatized refugees

BY BILL PARRY

The image of 3-year-old Syrian refugee 
Aylan Kurdi lying face down and dead in 
the surf at a Turkish beach resort is now 
seared on the world’s conscience, a tragic 
symbol of a massive worldwide displace-
ment of population. Wars, conflict and 
persecution have forced more than 60 mil-
lion people, more than at any time since 
1949 when the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees began keeping records, to flee 
their homes and seek refuge and safety 
elsewhere, according to a report from the 
U.N. refugee agency.

Globally, one in every 10 humans is now 
either a refugee, internally displaced, or 
seeking asylum. If this were the popula-
tion of a country, it would be the world’s 
24th biggest.

“It’s the most displaced since World 
War II,” Refugee and Immigrant Fund 
Program Manager Ellie Alter said. “We’re 
glad people are talking about it, but people 
don’t have a choice but to open their eyes 
and ears to what’s happening. The situa-
tion is dire.”

Refugee and Immigrant Fund is an As-
toria-based non-profit founded by longtime 
Doctors Without Borders consultant Maria 
Blacque-Belair. After a decade working in 
different war zones and humanitarian cri-
ses around the world, Blacque-Belaire de-
cided to specialize in war trauma and went 
to NYU to study social work.

She then went to work for Safe Horizon, 
a community-based organization in Jack-
son Heights, in a program called Solace, for 
survivors of torture. “While I was there, I 
realized that there was a lot of asylum seek-
ers coming to the country, and to New York 
especially, but there was no sort of entry 
point for them,” Blacque-Belaire said.

And so she started RIF in the summer 
of 2007 in the garage of her own home at 32-
13 37th St. in Astoria. 

“It started as an asylum orientation 
center,” Blacque-Belaire said. “We gave cli-
ents individual orientations and informa-
tion about the asylum process, because it’s 
very complex and difficult to understand, 
so we tried to make it user friendly. People 
would come and we just sat with them and 
gave them a certain road map of what they 
needed to do.”

RIF provides references for pro bono 
lawyers and forensic psychological evalu-
ations for the immigration court and psy-
chological counseling. 

“People are usually very upset and trau-
matized and they need to have someone to 
talk to,” she said.

They came from Africa, Pakistan, Cen-
tral and South America, Cuba and Haiti. 

“Many are doctors, lawyers and engi-
neers, but cultural differences don’t allow 
them to assimilate to the American job en-
vironment,” Alter said. “Many of them en-

dured torture and suffered psychological 
effects. We’ve had some women who were 
traumatized by genital mutilation.”

On a 2010 visit to the Brooklyn Grange, 
the world’s largest rooftop soil farm atop 
the Standard Motor Parts building, lo-
cated at 32-13 37th St. in Long Island City, 
Blacque-Belaire was inspired by what she 
saw. She approached the founder and cre-
ator of the farm, Ben Flanner, and they 
developed a new program for the asylum 
seekers.

“The idea at the beginning was really 
to have RIF’s clients go there mostly for 
therapeutic purposes,” Blacque-Belaire 
said. “To have an outdoor space, a friendly 
space, a way to be productive and think 
about something other than the stress 
of the asylum process, which is horrible. 
That’s how it started.”

Now it is called the Urban Farm Project. 
Each season 10 to 15 asylum seekers take 
part in a paid fellowship in Urban Agricul-
ture, learning as they farm.

“They think at the beginning it’s a little 
crazy, especially when they come in March 
and it’s still snowing,” Blacque-Belaire 
said. “Over time they begin to take it more 
seriously and actually start to realize that 
it’s a really interesting place.”

Alter sees them change over time. 
“Sometimes it reminds them of home 

just the smell of the soil,” she said. “Day 
after day of farming, good conversation, 
peace of mind, it all provides psychologi-
cal healing. By the end of the season it feels 
like family, you bond over food.”

The clients learn farming and other job 
skills and they become more fluent in Eng-
lish.

 “Many find employment because of the 
connections made at Brooklyn Grange,” Al-
ter said. “Many of them come back to give 
talks at our monthly support groups, they 
share their success stories to empower the 
current group. It’s really become quite a 
network.”

RIF graduate Sikinika was granted asy-
lum this year after fleeing to the United 
Stats in 2012 after her family was mur-
dered in Haiti. Without asylum she was not 
allowed to work and sat around her Queens 
Village home “bored without anything to 
do” until African Services recommended 
the Urban Farm Project.

“It was a great experience meeting 
people from other countries and cultures,” 
said Sikinika, a name she has adopted. 
“They taught me how to farm and after 
graduation Maria recommended me for my 
first full-time job at Whole Foods.”

Now 27, Sikinika works in healthcare 
assisting patients with special needs. She 
was a nurse back in Haiti serving in the 
obstetrics unit and she is studying for her 
nurse’s license.

RIF has nearly 1,000 graduates since 
opening in 2007.

The mass exodus of refugees pouring 
into Europe in recent weeks is fueled by 
Syrians, with more than 4 million having 
fled during their nearly five-year-old civil 
war. In that time the United States has tak-
en in only 1,500 Syrian refugees.

That’s about to change. 
International Rescue Committee Presi-

dent David Miliband called on the U.S. gov-
ernment to resettle 65,000 Syrian refugees 
before the end of 2016. State Department of-
ficials said the United States would likely 
accept 5,000 to 8,000 refugees from Syria by 
the end of 2016.

Blacque-Belaire does not expect an in-
flux of Syrian refugees in the Middle East-
ern neighborhoods in western Queens, 
however. 

“I frankly don’t think they’ll be settled 
in New York because recently most re-
settled refugees are sent to cheaper states 
such as Vermont and Maine,” she said.

Syrian refugees are vetted in Jordan 
or Turkey in a lengthy process and they 
are then channeled to come to the United 
States through agencies such as Catholic 
Charities whose job it is to house them and 
find them jobs.

“The Syrians who will be coming will 
be helped by designated resettlement agen-
cies, but if any Syrians manage to come on 
their own, we will welcome them and help 
them to legalize and establish themselves 
in New York.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Refugees and asylum seekers make friends and learn English at the Brooklyn Grange, the world’s 
largest rooftop soil farm, in Long Island City. Photo courtesy Anne Saint-Pierre

Coffeed owner Frank “Turtle” Raffaele says the 
asylum seekers bring the Whole farm to life” 
with their smiles. Photo courtesy RIF
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Boro subway stations
worst in city: Study

BY BILL PARRY

The beleaguered No. 7 
subway line’s 52nd Street 
subway station in Wood-
side/Sunnyside is being 
called the worst in the city, 
based on a report issued 
last week by the Citizens 
Budget Commission. 

The grim study identi-
fies the 33 stations in the 
worst condition, nearly half 
of which are in Queens.  Six  
of the 10 worst stations are 
in the borough.

The MTA defended its 
spending priorities and a 
spokesman said, “Keep in 
mind that no other system 
in the world comes close to 
the number of stations we 
have in our system.”  The 
report studied the infra-
structure of the 467 subway 
stations citywide and the 
MTA’s system for repair-
ing them, using a “com-
ponents” approach that 
identifies and rates two cat-
egories: Architectural and 
Structural. Architectural 
includes appearance such 
as tiles and paint, while 
structural relates to func-
tionality such as stairs and 
platform edges.

Of the 29 components 
at the 52nd Street station, 
23 were deemed in need of 
repair, a whopping 79 per-
cent that puts it at the top 
of the commission’s worst 
stations list.

“I’ve been using this sta-
tion for more than 20 years 
and I’ve seen it decline 
steadily,” Woodside resi-
dent Christine Bellington 
said. “It’s never made me 
feel unsafe, though. I grew 
up in Rockaway and the A 
train is terrible.”

The 52nd Street station 
serves 2.2 million riders 
a year. The 103rd Street-
Corona Plaza station on the  
No. 7 line was ranked fifth 
in the study. Over on the J 
line, 85th St-Forest Park-
way finished second-worst 
in the city. 

Three stations on the 
Astoria line made the list 
with 30th Avenue in fourth 

place, 36th Avenue in sev-
enth and Woodhaven Bou-
levard in eighth.   Astoria 
Boulevard in 11th place. 

“The MTA has failed to 
recognize the rapid growth 
of our neighborhoods, and 
our infrastructure is not 
keeping pace,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria) said. “I will continue to 
push to drastically improve 
train performance until all 
stations reach a good state 
of repair.”

The prospects for bring-
ing all stations to a state 
of good repair are dim, 
according to the commis-
sion’s report.

 “Even if the proposed 
five-year capital plan for 
2015-2019 were fully fund-
ed— which it is not—the 
MTA’s current and planned 
pace of work would never 
bring all to SGR,” or state 
of good repair, the report 
said. “At this pace of prog-
ress SGR for all station 
components would not be 
achieved until 2067.”

To accelerate the pace, 
the commission recom-
mends the MTA prioritize 
SGR work. “Shifting funds 
allocated for the next phase 
of the Second Avenue sub-
way to station investments 
would cover 85 percent of 
the cost to bring all stations 
to a state of good repair in 

30 years, it said.  
By improving project 

management, more could 
be accomplished if projects 
were better managed to 
avoid cost overruns. It also 
suggested the MTA make 
effective use of public-pri-
vate partnerships by bor-
rowing from the city Parks 
model in establishing parks 
conservancies and tapping 
nonprofit organizations to 
marshal resources to reha-
bilitate and maintain sta-
tions on an ongoing basis.

“We respectfully dis-
agree with their recom-
mendation to reduce spend-
ing on expansion projects,” 
MTA spokesman Kevin 
Ortiz said. “At a time when 
growing ridership is lead-
ing to crowding and delays, 
we must pursue expansion 
projects that will accom-
modate more customers as 
well as provide new con-
nection and opportunities 
for our customers.”

Ortiz pointed out that 17 
percent of the MTA’s nearly 
$3 billion proposed capi-
tal plan deals with station 
work aggressively. 

“However, as you know, 
our proposed program is 
underfunded, to a great 
extent because the city has 
not responded to this grow-
ing need and increased con-
tribution.”

The Woodside/Sunnyside 52nd Street subway station is named 
the worst in New York City in a study released last week. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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Critics of new shelter meet
De Blasio calls Giuliani ‘delusional’ on the homeless crisis

Astoria’s Slow Zone 
under construction

BY BILL PARRY

More than 60 East 
Elmhurst homeowners, 
elected officials, clergy 
and community leaders 
gathered last Thursday at 
St. Mark’s AME Church to 
discuss The Landing, the 
new emergency shelter for 
homeless families at the 
former Clarion Hotel.

 The city Department of 
Homeless Services began 
moving families into the 
169-unit facility, located at 
94-00 Ditmars Blvd., Aug. 
27 a week after notifying 
local leaders.

“Let me be crystal clear 
so there is no misunder-
standing or misinterpre-
tation of my words,” state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “I am not 
against the homeless or 
the homeless shelter, but I 
am very much against the 
current process in which 
DHS comes into our com-
munity and converts for-
mer hotels into emergency 
shelters with little or no 
communication.”

Peralta co-sponsored 
legislation that would re-
quire the city to involve 
communities, listening 
to their comments and 
input, not just informing 
them. Elmhurst United 
members, who led protests 
against the shelter at the 
Pan Am, and homeowners 
who live near the Westway 
Motel on Astoria Bouel-
evard attended.

“As we mentioned at the 

meeting, the conversions 
of the former Westway and 
Pan Am hotels into emer-
gency shelters resulted in 
issues that included health 
and safety violations,” 
Peralta said. “Because of 
these and other violations, 
the city comptroller reject-
ed the contracts proposed 
by DHS to transform the 
emergency shelters into 
permanent ones.”

The community plans to 
organize a town hall meet-
ing to further discuss The 
Landing. Peralta vowed to 
keep an eye on the shelter 
while applying pressure to 
the city.

“We will hold the ad-
ministration’s feet to 
the fire when it comes to 
DHS’s promises of bring-
ing more resources into 
the community,” he said. 
“If we are going to accept 
another homeless shelter 

,let’s get the resources that 
are needed.”

DHS had no comment.
Meanwhile, Mayor Bill 

de Blasio blasted Rudy Giu-
liani a day after the former 
mayor questioned his han-
dling of the city’s current 
homeless crisis in a New 
York Post op-ed. Giuliani 
blamed the current may-
or’s “so-called ‘progres-
sive’ view” for allowing 
the homeless population to 
soar to nearly 60,000 peo-
ple earlier this year, while 
touting his own “humane 
and effective” solutions 
during his two terms.

“I think he’s delusion-
al,” de Blasio said. “If you 
think what Rudy Giuliani 
did as mayor, homeless-
ness went up about 40 
percent on his watch. He 
clearly doesn’t remember 
the fact that he chased—
as he said, he chased and 

chased people, but he also 
deprived families of ben-
efits they needed and help 
they needed.”

De Blasio noted a re-
cent “change in tone” af-
ter Cardinal Dolan urged 
New Yorkers not to “re-
duce these troubled people 
to objects, to animals, to ‘a 
problem to get rid of’” in 
an op-ed of his own.

“At that point, you no-
ticed that Giuliani changed 
his rhetoric, and again, in 
a delusional manner, pre-
sented some wonderland 
over which he governed 
in which he provided all 
sorts of wonderful, nurtur-
ing services for people,” de 
Blasio said. “It didn’t hap-
pen that way. So this is a 
tale of two Rudy’s—one 
who says he’d like to chase 
people away and another 
who suddenly thinks he 
was nurturing them.”

East Elmhurst residents have a private meeting about the new emergency shelter for homeless 
families in the former Clarion hotel. Photo by Bill Parry

BY BILL PARRY

Construction on Asto-
ria’s first Neighborhood 
Slow Zone has begun. City 
Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) and 
the city DOT’s Queens com-
missioner, Nicole Garcia, 
announced last week. 

The DOT will reduce 
the speed limit to 25 miles 
per hour on more than 55 
blocks from Astoria Bou-
levard to 30th Avenue and 
from Steinway Street to 
21st Street.

The DOT received sup-
port to implement the 
slower, safer speed zone 
following a vote of support 
from Community Board 
1 in June. DOT is now in-
stalling 14 speed bumps, 20 
gateway intersection treat-
ments and 20 mph pave-
ment markings through 
September.

“I have heard many 
concerns from residents 
about cars often speeding 
through these residential 

blocks,” Constantinides 
said. “There have been doz-
ens of injuries due to traffic 
crashes in this area since 
2009. The slow-zone safety 
measures will greatly im-
prove traffic safety with 
new speed bumps and in-
creased signage.  Pedes-
trians will have an easier 
time navigating and cross-
ing our streets.”

The Neighborhood 
Slow Zone in Astoria will 
be the DOT’s eighth in 
Queens. DOT has found up 
to a 15 percent reduction in 
speeds, a 10 percent decline 
in crashes with injuries, 
and a 27 percent reduction 
in motor vehicle injuries.

“Families living along 
these streets deserve peace 
of mind, and I believe that 
this plan strikes the ap-
propriate balance between 
the needs of the residential 
side streets and those of 
the adjacent commercial 
thoroughfares, which will 
not be included in the slow 
zone,” Constantinides said.  

City Councilman Costa Constantinides and DOT Borough 
Commissioner Nicole Garcia announce that work has begun on 
Astoria’s first Slow Zone. Photo courtesy NYCDOT
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KnowHow2G0.org

Without the help of an adult, it may be confusing for students to find their way to college. If you 
know a student with dreams of a higher education, do your part and help lead the way. Learn how at...

800-433-3243

Lost.
(How most kids feel about preparing for college.) 

Bayside Jewish Center
signs high school deal

BY MADINA TOURE

Community Board 11 
expressed disappointment 
Tuesday over not being 
immediately informed of a 
contract that the Bayside 
Jewish Center signed with 
the School Construction 
Authority to build a high 
school on its property. 

In May, the SCA an-
nounced that it was finaliz-
ing its purchase of the site, 
located at 203-05 32nd Ave.

The Bayside Jewish Cen-
ter could not be reached for 
comment. 

CB 11 Chairwoman 
Christine Haider said she 
learned Tuesday after-
noon that the contract was 
signed and that she did not 
receive the Sept. 3 press 
release in which state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
discussed it.

“We have been monitor-
ing this almost on a daily 
basis with the board office 
to find out what has been 
happening and I was very, 
very shocked that we were 
not informed that it had 
been signed only this after-
noon,” Haider said. 

The SCA has said it 
would conduct a traffic 
study and the required en-
vironmental impact study 
to address community 
concerns about the project 
creating traffic congestion 
since it is close to Bayside 
HS and its athletic fields. 

Avella introduced a 
bill, which passed the Sen-
ate, that would require the 
SCA to include community 
boards, residents and elect-
ed officials in the school 
placement process. 

In an interview Wednes-
day after the meeting, Avel-
la said he is upset about the 
deal being signed despite 
strong community oppo-
sition and after he spoke 
with City Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Fariña.

He also said the presi-
dent of the Bayside Jewish 
Center promised to arrange 
a meeting with the board 
of directors to discuss the 
project.

“Obviously they haven’t 

gotten the message,” he 
said, “so I’m going to con-
tinue to pursue this as an 
issue not only generally 
with the legislation but also 
locally with this specific 
site.”

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) said 
that his office learned late 
of the deal as well, but noted 
that the SCA and the DOE 
have involved the commu-
nity, which will determine 
the structure and course 
offerings of the school. 

“We have to work ag-
gressively to make sure 
that the SCA and the DOE 
stick with their commit-
ment to listen to the local 
community as to what type 
of school we would like for 
our children here,” Vallone 
said.

Jason Fink, the DOE’s 
deputy press secretary, 
said the site is under public 
review and that there is no 
cost estimate at this time.

“We are continuing to 
engage with community 
members as well as local 
stakeholders and elected of-
ficials as the process moves 
forward,” Fink said.

Vallone said a meeting 
with the DOE, SCA, com-
munity board and civic 
leaders to discuss the con-
tract will take place in the 
next two weeks.

Friends of Bayside High 

School, a community and 
alumni association, circu-
lated a petition opposing 
the project with more than 
3,200 signatures. 

The group’s vice presi-
dent, David Solano, said 
there is no need for a high 
school in the area or in the 
borough and that the com-
munity should keep track 
of the project, citing traffic 
and safety concerns. 

“I think that we as a 
community and members 
need to keep an eye on what 
their progress is going to 
be,” Solano said.

Laura James, CB 11’s 
first vice chairwoman and 
co-chairwoman of the Edu-
cation Committee, said 
two alternate locations 
were suggested in the bud-
get committee: the Time 
Church next to the Little 
Neck Car Wash and the 
Creedmoor site. 

“We did that immedi-
ately following the meeting 
where this was discussed 
and we have not heard any-
thing back,” James said. 
“They told us that they 
were looking into it.”

Michael Athy, principal 
of Bayside HS, voiced his 
opposition to the proposed 
high school.

“I apologize on behalf of 
the DOE,” Athy said. “Don’t 
hate us all.”

The School Construction Authority has struck a deal with the 
Bayside Jewish Center to build a high school on the site. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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es, comprehensive mental 
health and job training and 
placement is only a small 
token of appreciation for 
those who have sacrificed 
so much on our behalf.”

According to the U.S. 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs, almost half of the 
nation’s homeless veterans 
struggle with mental ill-
ness and substance abuse 
problems. In New York, the 
Food Bank of NYC reported 
that 70,000 veterans—near-
ly 30 percent of the city’s 
total veteran population—
relied on soup kitchens and 
food pantries to avoid going 
hungry.

Included in the funding 
is $150,000 for Project Re-
newal, which will provide 
homeless prevention servic-
es to city veterans through 
its culinary arts training 
program. Another $150,000 
has been allocated to Hel-
mets to Hardhats, NYC — a 
nonprofit that provides vet-
erans with jobs in the con-
struction industry.

In addition to the Veter-
ans Services Initiative, the 
administration agreed to 
the Council’s recommenda-
tion to allocate additional 
resources to the Mayor’s 
Office of Veterans Affairs 
by providing veterans ser-
vice officers who will serve 
all five boroughs. 

“Far too many veterans 
struggle to rebuild their 

lives after bravely serving 
our country,” Mark-Viveri-
to said. “New York City has 
a duty and an obligation 
to support our veterans in 
their time of need. The Vet-
erans Services Initiative 
will connect these coura-
geous men and women to 
jobs, legal assistance, coun-
seling and housing opportu-
nities so that veterans can 
navigate these challenges 
and transition successfully 
back to civilian life. Every 
day New York City thanks 
the veterans who put their 
lives on the line for our 
country and our freedom.”

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

reopen shortly, it will leave 
a tremendous gap—a void 
in the Forest Hills literary 
community,” said Michael 
Perlman, an author and 
community activist. “We 
will lose a major destina-
tion, one that has been an 
integral aspect of our daily 
lives and has enhanced our 
quality of life.”

The slumping retail gi-
ant recently reported a de-
cline in sales for the fifth 
consecutive quarter, which 
explained in part the deci-
sion to shutter the Queens 
stores.

But amid the concern, 
some see a window, how-
ever small, for a literary 
rebirth in Queens.

“This presents an op-
portunity,” said Johanne 
Civil, executive director of 
the Queens Book Festival. 
“Whether a conglomerate 
or a small independent, it’s 
always a loss when a book-
store in a community clos-
es. But once that door clos-
es, the leaders within the 
community should step up 
in either supporting a non-
profit that wants to open or 
an entrepreneur that wants 
to open a shop but lacks fi-
nancial means.”

Civil pointed to The 
Astoria Bookshop as a 
successful model that she 
hopes entrepreneurs in 
Forest Hills, Bayside and 
throughout Queens will 
take close notice of.

“They have the right 
formula,” she said. “You 
can’t just be a bookstore. 
You have to be a commu-
nity center.”

In Brooklyn and Man-
hattan, independent book-
stores have enjoyed a re-
naissance over the past 
decade, but the trend has yet 
to carry over to Queens.

“Queens is on the map 
in so many areas, from real 
estate to food, but we aren’t 
yet known for our literary 
scene,” Civil explained. 

Megan Abbott, a best-
selling author and Forest 
Hills resident, sees writ-
ers increasingly moving to 
Queens to escape the high 
cost of living in neighbor-
ing boroughs. 

“This is the moment. 
I’m hoping that new op-
portunities will arise, and 
we’ll get the type of warm, 
intimate bookstores that 
you see in Brooklyn and 
Manhattan,” Abbott said. 

, “We don’t have to con-
vince people that there’s a 
value to reading--I think 
they already know it here 
in Forest Hills, so if a few 
independent stores open, 
it could really coalesce the 
community.” 

Lexi Beach, who opened 
The Astoria Bookshop in 
2013, sees an unmet de-
mand in Queens not only 
for places to buy books but 
for places for book lovers to 
congregate. 

“The fact that I’m one 
of only a few independent 
bookstores in Queens is 
preposterous,” Beach said. 
“I’ve got people coming 
into this bookstore from all 
around the borough. I’ve 
had a number of friends 
ask me if I’m planning to 
expand, and the answer is 
no, but I certainly hope that 
somebody else will.”

“We’re all doing pretty 
well,” Beach added. “Come 
on, join the club.”

Continued from Page 1 

Books

Continued from Page 1 

Veterans

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

The Barnes & Noble location at Bay Terrace, 23-80 Bell Blvd., is ex-
pected to close by the end of the year. Photo by Michael Shain
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Jamaica Avenue nail salons protest new regulations
BY GABRIEL ROM

 A stretch of Jamaica 
Avenue was surprisingly 
quiet one day last week 
as many of the avenue’s 
nail salons had closed and 
posted stark messages of 
protest on their shuttered 
security gates.

“We need help not fines,” 
read one sign which was 
taped to the gate of Judy 
Nails on Jamaica Avenue 
and 117th Street.

The group of salons, 
which spanned Woodhaven 
and Richmond Hill, closed 
Sept 1 to protest what they 
say is an overly aggressive 
and complex regulatory re-
gime imposed by state au-
thorities in the wake of an 
explosive New York Times 
report on working condi-
tions in the region’s nail 
salons.

“While most nail salon 
owners are first-generation 
Asian minorities who don’t 
speak fluent English, the 

government has never pro-
vided them with any re-
sources or assistance,” the 
letter continued. 

The protest came in 
conjunction with a petition 
submitted last Friday by 
nearly 500 New York nail 
salon owners and work-

ers calling on the Cuomo 
administration to reverse 
a new requirement that 
they purchase wage bonds 
or face penalties.  This is 
just one component of the 
state’s expansive push for 
regulation, which includes 
a multi-agency labor task 

force and an array of emer-
gency regulations, many of 
which have been codified 
into law. . 

The bond requirement, 
which says owners must 
purchase insurance as 
security in case they are 
arrested on unpaid wages 
charges, was announced 
by the governor, 11 days af-
ter the Times’ exposé, and 
signed into law in August. 
 Salon owners are now ask-
ing for a degree of leniency 
to adapt to what they see 
as a dramatically changed 
regulatory environment.  

“Requiring owners to 
secure a wage bond will 
help ensure workers are 
paid what they are legally 
owed and that businesses 
have the funds they need 
to meet their financial ob-
ligations,” Cuomo said in a 
statement.

“Whenever you are chal-
lenging the status quo, and 
whenever you are fight-
ing for a disadvantaged 

group of people, we expect 
some vocal opposition,” 
Alphonso David, counsel 
to the governor said, “But 
it doesn’t mean that opposi-
tion has merit.”

Pina Kim, manager at 
NYC Nails in Woodhaven 
 was adamant that salons 
were being unfairly tar-
geted.

“The government is just 
focusing on employees, but 
they don’t think about the 
employer,” she said. Kim 
complained that the new 
stipulations regulators 
were demanding would 
put her in a difficult finan-
cial position. According 
to her, the regulations are 
only financially feasible 
for nail salons that charge 
high prices, which she says 
amount to only around 5 
percent of salons in the city. 
For the rest of the shops, 
including all of those on 
Jamaica Avenue, “we still 
use the old price, we still 
charge only $10 to $15 for 

a manicure/pedicure, and 
we don’t have the money for 
all these new changes.” 

A frequent customer at 
the area’s nail salons noted 
a recent rise in rates.

“Prices have been go-
ing up, especially since the 
Times article came out,” 
said the woman, who only 
gave her first name as Cari-
na and who is a regular at 
salons along Jamaica Av-
enue. “If they continue to 
increase, these salons are 
going to start going out of 
business.”

 Helen Chang manager 
of New York Nails, another 
salon which closed in pro-
test, said “the government 
is not being fair to us.”

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing), whose 
district includes many nail 
salon owners and work-
ers, has argued that salons 
could end up bankrupt be-
cause of high insurance 
rates and lack of bond avail-
ability.

Judy Nail Spa located at 11621 Jamaica Ave in Richmond Hill closed 
for a day in protest of new state nail salon regulations. 

New York Police Department complaints drop by 22%: CCRB
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A new Civilian Com-
plaint Review Board report 
on misconduct complaints 
against NYPD officers re-
leased this week showed a 
small percentage of the po-
lice force were responsible 
for many of the complaints 
filed with the city agency. 

Four major trends 
showed up in the report: a 
declining number of com-
plaints against officers, 
which reached the low-
est level since 2001; an in-
crease in the rate at which 
Civilian Complaint Review 
Board complaints can be 
substantiated due in large 
part to the increased avail-
ability of video evidence; a 
significant shortening of in-
vestigation time; and coop-
eration between the CCRB 
and the NYPD, resulting in 
disciplinary recommenda-
tions being adopted.

The CCRB complaints 
filed decreased by 22 per-

cent in the first half of 2015 
compared to a year earlier 
and were the lowest num-
ber filed for any six-month 
period since 2001. The 
CCRB received 2,092 com-
plaints in the 2015 period, 
compared to 2,698 in the 
first six-months of 2014. 

The mid-year report of 
misconduct complaints 
made against NYPD offi-
cers in the last 18 months 
show that 3,721 officers, or 
about 10 percent of the total 
police force, accounted for 
an estimated 79 percent of 
complaints.

 An overwhelming num-
ber  of officers — 32,006 — 
had no complaints against 
them, while 14 percent of 
NYPD officers were re-
sponsible for all citizen 
complaints to the Civilian 
Complaint Review Board, 
the report said.

The ever-growing access 
to video has also enhanced 
CCRB investigations. The 
percentage of substantiat-
ed force cases where video 
evidence played a role in-
creased by 30 percent since 
2012.  

“This report documents 
the confluence of two sig-
nificant statistics—the 
continuing decrease in ci-
vilian complaints against 
NYPD officers and the 
remarkable fact that very 
few officers are responsible 
for almost all CCRB com-
plaints,” Richard Emery, 
the CCRB chairman said. 
“What this means for New 
Yorkers is that police mis-
conduct is not intractable 

and is on the wane. A shift 
in the NYPD culture to-
wards civilians and the use 
of body-worn cameras will 
improve police-community 
relations, resulting in big-
ger drops in complaints to 
come.”

In Queens, the 103rd and 
113th  precincts in south-
east Queens have received 
the most complaints com-
pared to other precincts 
across the borough within 
the last 18 months. 

The 103rd Precinct in 
downtown Jamaica has 
also piloted two new po-
lice programs; body cam-
eras and veteran guides for 
rookie officers. 

Deputy Inspector John 
Cappelmann of the 103rd 
Precinct said over the last 
few years they were down 
by 50 percent in complaints, 
but “it is an ongoing ef-
fort.”

New CCRB cases were 
fully investigated in 77 
days on average. A year ago 

a full investigation could 
take up to 271 days. 

After investigations are 
completed, the NYPD has 
disciplined over 90 percent 
of the officers involved in 
the complaints. The rate 
was the highest it has been 
since the creation of the in-
dependent CCRB in 1993.  

The number of stop-and-
frisk complaints declined 
23 percent from January 
through June 2015, com-
pared to the same period of 
2014. The reason appears to 
be the drop in documented 
street encounters by police, 
from 45,787 in calendar 
year 2014 to 13,405 in the 
first half of 2015, the lowest 
since 2000.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

In southeast Queens, the 103rd and 113th precincts receive the 
most civilian complaints compared to other precincts across the 
borough.  Photo by Michael Shain
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food is $5 or slightly above,” 
said John Wang, founder of 
the Queens International 
Night Market. 

Almost two years ago, 
Wang left his career as a 
corporate attorney in Man-
hattan and traveled around 
the world. During his trav-
els, he realized that the 
city lacked night markets, 
usually open from sunset 
to sunrise, which are popu-
lar in Southeast and East 
Asian regions of the world. 

Wang said he spent his 
Saturdays in downtown 
Jamaica before choosing 
the location for the Queens 
International Night Mar-
ket, which was first held in 
April in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. 

The vendors and Wang 
did not know what to ex-
pect. 

“There is so much foot 
traffic during the day, but 
it tapers down during the 
night,” Wang said about 
downtown Jamaica. 

“The vendors were pleas-
antly surprised at the turn-
out,” he said. “It changed 

the perception of the area. 
There are so many oppor-
tunities.” 

Wang said he wants the 
night market in Jamaica to 
end with a large Halloween 
celebration.

 “We want to have a huge 
Halloween bash—hoping 
it doesn’t rain or snow, of 
course.” 

The Queens Interna-
tional Night Market will be 
open every Saturday until 
Oct. 31 from 6 p.m. until 
midnight at 90-02 168th St. 
It is located one block east 
of the Jamaica/165th Street 
Bus Terminal and the clos-
est subway stations are the 
169th Street stop on the F-
train and the Jamaica Cen-
ter Parsons/Archer stop on 
the E-train.

In partnership with the 
Greater Jamaica Develop-
ment Corp. and Jamaica 
First parking, $3 parking 
will be available for night 
market visitors directly 
across the street in the 
parking lot between 168th 
and 169th Streets.

To see the complete list 
of vendors and activities, 
visit www.queensnight-
market.com

Continued from Page 1 

Market
building materials, appli-
ances, furniture, hard-
ware and other discounted 
merchandise, nearly all 
donated and typically 50 
percent to 80 percent off 
the original retail value.

Profits from the store 
directly support Habitat 
NYC in its mission to build 
affordable homes in the 
five boroughs. With the 
help of thousands of vol-
unteers every year, Habi-
tat NYC has served more 
than 380 families in New 
York City with permanent 
housing needs.

“The ReStore grand 
opening is a celebration 
of the new store, but more 
importantly it marks a 
major milestone for Habi-
tat NYC and its mission,” 
Habitat NYC Chief Execu-
tive Officer Karen Haycox 
said. “At Habitat we strive 
to address the affordable 
housing crisis in our city 
and with the ReStore we 
are proud to introduce this 
innovative business model 
that will help us strength-

en our ability to serve the 
community.”

In addition to acting as 
a self-sustaining funding 
source for Habitat NYC, 
the ReStore also protects 
the environment, officials 
say. Each year a ReStore 
can divert up to 309 tons 
of waste from landfills. 
Homeowners, contractors 
and businesses that donate 
items will receive a tax-de-
ductible receipt.

“The ReStore is the 
perfect destination for 
New Yorkers to shop while 
directly supporting af-
fordable housing,” Habitat 
NYC Chairwoman Chris-
tine McGuinness said. 
“The store is a true ex-
ample of reduce, reuse and 
recycle—it’s an environ-
mentally friendly way to 
improve your home while 
helping our organization 
build more homes for hard-

working families.”
The Habitat NYC Re-

Store grand opening event 
takes place Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The event 
is open to the public and 
will feature sales, give-
aways and shopping. 

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

ReStore

Woodside’s newest store is Habitat for Humanities’ first in the city with proceeds going to home 
building and repair projects for low-income families. Photo by Bill Parry
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