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BY GABRIEL ROM

Two trade groups represent-
ing Chinese and Korean  nail 
salons throughout the city have 
sued the Cuomo administration 
over a new requirement that they 
purchase wage-bonds as insur-
ance for any unpaid wages. The 
suit follows a one-day shutdown 
by the city’s salon shops, includ-
ing a number along Jamaica Ave-
nue, to protest what they consider 
an overly complex and hastily ap-
plied regulatory regime. 

The Korean American Nail Sa-
lon Association and the Chinese 
Nail Salon Association of East 
America argue that the wage-
bond mandate and its effects on 
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BY BILL PARRY

A street food vending 
truck, which got its start in 
Long Island City,  captured 
the top prizes for its grilled 
cheese sandwich at the 
Vendy Awards on Gover-
nors Island last Saturday. 

Snowday food truck, 

run by the non-profit orga-
nization Drive Change, cap-
tured the People’s Choice 
Award and the coveted 
grand-prize Vendy Cup at 
the 10th annual awards 
that drew more than 2,000 
foodies to Colonel’s Row on 
the island.

“It was a pretty remark-

able day and we’re all feel-
ing very proud,” Drive 
Change Executive Direc-
tor Jordyn Lexton said. “It 
feels incredible to win and 
now we just have to figure 
out how to leverage this to 
make more people aware of 
our mission. The more peo-

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

After winning the Sept 10 
Democratic primary race for 
Mark Weprin’s former City Coun-
cil seat, Barry Grodenchik cel-
ebrated at a Bellerose restaurant 
where cameras lit up the room 
and cigar smoke wafted across 
the sidewalk outside. 

Inside the Indian restaurant 
Taste of Cochin filled with smell 
of samosas, major Queens Demo-
cratic players gathered —  the We-
prin brothers, Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside), Councilman 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest) and 
other Dem lawmakers hugging 
and observing Grodenchik’s vic-
tory.  

Grodenchik, on leave as the 
director of parks and community 

BY MADINA TOURE

A community residence for young men with 
developmental disabilities is coming to Jamaica 
Estates in October. 

Quality Services for the Autism Community, a 
New York-based nonprofit that supports children 

Autism nonprofi t to open
home in Jamaica Estates

Grodenchik
wins race in

Dem primary

Borough nail salons sue Cuomo

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Vendy Cup goes to Snowday

Owners fi ght law 
on wage bonds

Every September, Italian markets around Queens ship in plum tomatoes from New Jersey for winter canning. 
Gaetano Barone (r) and Mike Poveromo of Valentino’s in Ridgewood sell as many as 10,000 crates in a good fall 
season. Every crate makes about 20 jars of sauce, Barone says. You do the math.  Photo by Michael Shain

NOW THAT’S ITALIAN

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

GREAT VIEW, TERRIFIC 
FOOD & PLENTY TO 

CHEER ABOUT

64-21 53RD DRIVE  718.672.9696
WWW.ONEILLSRESTAURANT.COM

JETS  
TICKETS
GIVEAWAYS ON  

SEPT. 21ST  
& SEPT. 24TH

SEE AD ON PAGE 2

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED

1-800-404-CLAW
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway

RETAIL MKT. ONLY
3  $33F

O
R

1 ¼ lb. Each 
Other Sizes 
Available

The Snowday crew celebrates winning the 
Vendy Cup as well as the People’s Choice 
award at the 10th annual Vendy Awards. 

Photo courtesy C. Yard
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Watch MLB, The Playoffs, 
NCAA & NFL Football

SATURDAY/SUNDAY BRUNCH 11-3

OR TAKE A CAB WITH LINDYS & RETURN IS FREE* 

O’NEILL’S MASPETH 
GREAT VIEW, TERRIFIC FOOD & PLENTY TO CHEER ABOUT

JETS 
TICKETS
GIVEAWAYS ON 

SEPT. 21ST 
& SEPT. 24TH

GET IN ON THE ACTION
LIVE SPORTS ACTION ON MORE THAN 60 TVS WITH 

SURROUND SOUND YOU’LL FEEL LIKE YOU’RE ON THE FIELD

CLAM 
BAR 

OPEN 
FOX 

SOCCER 
PLUS

AVAILABLE



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, S
EPT. 20, 2015

3Queensbridge residents angry at cops
BY BILL PARRY

More than 400 residents 
of the Queensbridge Hous-
es have signed a petition 
expressing their outrage 
at the NYPD’s decision to 
end the command of Public 
Service Area 9, the squad 
that is charged with patrol-
ling the borough’s public 
housing developments. 
The Flushing-based squad 
operates the Ravenswood 
Satellite which covers the 
Queensbridge Houses, the 
Astoria Houses, Woodside 
Houses and Ravenswood.

“I’m not in agreement 
with this at all, I think it 
would be a horror story 
for us,” Queensbridge Ten-
ants Association President 
April Simpson-Taylor said. 
“Whe reinvent the wheel? 
They’re always talking 
about how importants en-
gagement is. We have that. 
We know them. Why take 
them out when it’s working 
here?”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
represents the Queens-
bridge Houses and is con-
cerned about the proposed 
plan.

“This decision comes at 
a time of declining crime 
rates and improved police-

community relations,” Van 
Bramer said. “The NYPD 
should not attempt to fix 
what isn’t broken and make 
decisions without real en-
gagement of the communi-
ties affected.”

One high-ranking 
Queens officer said, “I un-

derstand they’re upset but 
people don’t like change, 
period. But they’ll still have 
the same amount of police 
coverage and many of the 
same faces that they’ve 
grown accustomed to. What 
this is a restructuring of 
the way we do things.”

The commander, who 
did not want to use his 
name because it is an evolv-
ing process and “not set in 
stone,” said it’s a move that 
will make the NYPD work 
more efficiently with a new 
structure.

“The PSA system is a 
holdover from before the 
merger when Housing 
cops were folded into the 
NYPD,” he said. “It sim-
ply didn’t make sense. It’s 
headquartered on Jewel 
Avenue in Flushing and 
they’re covering develop-
ments on the other side of 
the borough. Now you move 
the cops closer to their ar-
eas and you give them true 
geographic responsibility. 
From an efficiency stand-
point it makes a whole lot of 
sense.”

He added that the inter-
nal policy change will actu-
ally bring it closer to NYPD 
Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton’s system of “community 
policing,” not further away 
from it as the Queensbridge 

residents fear.
“The Commissioner 

wants the same cops in the 
same places every single 
day and that’s what this ill 
do,” he said. “I’ve got news 
for you. Crime is actually 
down in the developments, 
we actually had a very good 
summer, but there’s always 
so much that we can do 
better. We will do as we’re 
directed and we’re going to 
make it work.”

In fact, another highly 
placed police source said 
the same people will be 
in the same place. “The 
officer would turn out of 
the Ravenswood Satellite, 
same location as they turn 
out now,” he said. “It’s the 
same Housing cops that are 
already assigned, the only 
change is the insignia on 
their collar brass.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Residents of the Queensbridge Houses are signing petitions protesting the NYPD’s removal of their 
police command, PSA 9. Photo by Bill Parry

Queens Election Board commish fi ned for poor ethics
BY GABRIEL ROM

 
Michael Michel, presi-

dent  of the city’s dysfunc-
tional Board of Elections, 
has been fined $10,000 after 
helping his daughter’s live-
in boyfriend land a string 
of positions with the board. 

According to a three-
page settlement released 
Sept. 10 by the City’s Con-
flict of Interest Board, by 
awarding the positions, 
Michel was “indirectly 
benefiting [his] daughter fi-
nancially with each promo-
tion,” and must pay $10,000 
to the COIB.

In April 2014 the board 
requested that the Depart-
ment of Investigations 
investigate Michel after 
a TimesLedger article al-
leged that Michel hired his 
daughter’s fiancé for a posi-
tion at the BOE, according 
to a DOI memorandum at-

tained through a Freedom 
of Information Law request

Michel, who is also the 
Queens Republican com-
missioner of the BOE , was 
found to have helped his 
daughter’s boyfriend, Jo-
seph Cintron, land a series 
of jobs at the Board of Elec-

tions. 
Cintron started working 

for the BOE in May 2013 in 
a temporary position, earn-
ing $24 per hour. Accord-
ing to the memorandum, 
Michel submitted Cintron’s 
resumé to BOE executive 
management and wrote an 
email to the BOE Chief Fi-
nancial Officer John Ward-
-who was later fired by the 
board for malfeasance--to 
confirm Cintron’s hiring. 
At that time, Cintron was 
living with Michel’s daugh-
ter and their son in Michel’s 
Middle Village/Maspeth 
apartment. 

About six months later, 
Cintron received a promo-
tion to a permanent posi-
tion as an administrative 
assistant at the Queens 
Voting Machine Facility. 
Michel recalled that he par-
ticipated in the commis-
sioners’ vote to promote 

Cintron during the execu-
tive session, and that prior 
to the vote, he had recom-
mended Cintron’s promo-
tion to BOE management to 
both the executive officer 
and the Queens Borough 
Office.

Two months later, 
shortly after registering a 
domestic partnership with 
Michel’s daughter, Cintron 
was promoted yet again 
receiving an $8,000 salary 
upgrade.

Cintron’s rapid advance-
ment at the BOE did not 
go unnoticed. A number 
of complaints were filed 
over his irregular working 
hours and perceived spe-
cial treatment due to his 
relationship with Michel. 
The DOI’s review of time 
records revealed that in 
2014 Cintron used a total of 
221 hours of leave. 

The BOE has long been 

a target for city good-gov-
ernance groups and city 
watchdog agencies. Michel 
took the reins from Jose 
Miguel Araujo, the former 
Democratic president of the 
BOE, who was fined $10,000 
himself for putting his wife 
on the agency’s payroll so 
their family could receive 
health insurance. 

In 2013, towards the end 
of the Bloomberg admin-
istration, the city Depart-
ment of Investigation pub-
lished an extensive report 
illustrating widespread 
nepotism, wastefulness and 
incompetency at the BOE, 
concluding that the agency 
should be transformed into 
a non-partisan entity. The 
report noted that lax hir-
ing procedures have led to 
at least 69 BOE employees 
working with relatives, 
including two commission-
ers. 

In 2014, soon after Mi-
chel had offered Cintron 
his second promotion, an 
individual close to the bor-
ough’s Republican Party 
told the TimesLedger in 
2014 that “this type of nepo-
tism should never be al-
lowed.” 

“Close to 10 percent of 
the staff at the Board of 
Elections is related to one 
another, which suggests 
significant problems in 
terms of nepotism in hir-
ing,” DOI Commissioner 
Mark Peters said while tes-
tifying in February about 
the report. 

 
Reach reporter Gabriel 

Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

MICHAEL MICHEL

‘Horror story’ feared as Police Department plans to eliminate Public Service Area 9 command
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960 Brush Hollow Rd., Westbury, NY 11590
For more info 516-669-7541

www.westburymarketfair.com

SAVE $5.00 WITH PURCHASE OF $10.00 OR MORE

BRING THIS COUPON

FIVE DOLLARS

OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE FOR WMF

LOVE 
SHOPPING

L68384677464

Coupon
expires
9/27/15

Westbury Market Fair
Green Acres Flea Market 

Has Closed,
The Vendors Have Moved To 

Westbury Market Fair, 
Flea Market!!!

OPEN
Saturday
& Sunday

8 am –
4 pm

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Mon.–Fri. 3:30pm–11pm  Sat. 4pm–midnight  Sun. 1pm–10pm

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE  
PARTIES  

and  
CATERING 
available  

for all  
occasions Irish American comic 

to start Chinese shows
BY MADINA TOURE

A Flushing-born Irish-
American comic who per-
formed stand-up comedy 
in Ireland and briefly in 
China has returned to the 
borough to bring comedy in 
both English and Chinese 
to Flushing.

Des Bishop, 39, was born 
and raised in Flushing but 
moved to Ireland in 1990 
where he attended school 
and started his career as a 
stand-up comedian.

After spending 2013 
to 2015 in China, where 
he worked as a comic and 
learned Chinese, he decid-
ed to come back home and 
start up regular English-
language and Chinese-
language comedy nights 
in Flushing to cater to the 
large Asian population as 
well as others in the area.

He has a show titled “The 
Humor Section Flushing” 
that will take place Sept. 
26 at 8 p.m. at the Huang 
Cheng Gen Tea House at 
135-14 Northern Blvd.

The English-language 
dim sum comedy night will 
also feature Tony Chou, 
a stand-up comedian for 
Chinese national television 
and other comedians from 
across the country.

“I don’t mean that I’m 
just going to (book) Asian-
American comics doing 

jokes about being Asian 
American, but I really want 
to see if we can tap into the 
huge population of Asian 
Americans that live around 
there so that they can have 
a thing to go to in the neigh-
borhood, that they feel like 
it’s partially theirs,” Bish-
op said. 

Ronny Chieng, a new 
correspondent for “The 
Daily Show” with Trevor 
Noah, is also on board with 
the comedy nights.

Bishop attended St. 
Kevin Catholic Academy 
in Flushing and St. Fran-
cis Preparatory School in 
Fresh Meadows before he 
flunked out. He left Flush-
ing in fall 1990 to go to 
boarding school in Ireland. 

He ended up staying in 
Ireland, studying history 
and English at University 
College Cork in Cork, a city 
in the southwest region of 
Ireland.

He stopped drinking at 
the age of 19, which he de-
scribed as a “life-changing 
experience.” 

Although he participat-
ed in the drama society and 
was always performing, he 
met a guy who was hosting 
a comedy club during his 
junior year of college who 
put pressure on him to try 
comedy. 

“There was a bit of a com-
edy boom going on in Ire-

land at the time so I got put 
into these newcomer com-
petitions almost straight 
away, so very quickly, I was 
busy with it and then sud-
denly it was like, “this is 
what I want to do with my 
life,’” he said.

By his senior year of 
college, he was already 
working as a comedian, be-
coming a part-time student 
and even paying for his 
final year of college with 
his earnings. He would 
perform at various com-
edy clubs in Dublin and the 
United Kingdom.

While in China, he was 
paid to learn Chinese, work-
ing as part of a TV show for 
Irish television. 

Now that he is back in 
Flushing, he said the area 
has changed tremendously. 
When he lived in the area, 
he said it was home to blue 
collar individuals and the 
quality of schools was not 
as good. 

He said the area is not 
as affordable as it used to 
be, noting that most of his 
friends who still lived in 
the neighborhood inher-
ited their homes from their 
parents.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Irish-American comedian Des Bishop wants to start comedy nights in his hometown of Flushing.  
Photo by Madina Toure
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No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

Borough remembers 9/11 attacks 

Sen. Avella leads annual motorcade to honor lost heroes as Juniper Park holds candlelight vigil

BY GABRIEL ROM

In the immediate after-
math of the events of Sept. 
11th 2001, the TimesLedger 
wrote, “the unthinkable ter-
rorist attacks on Manhat-
tan’s World Trade Center 
sent a shock wave through 
Queens...streets remained 
eerily quiet as people sat in 
restaurants and other busi-
nesses glued to televisions 
and radios.”

Fourteen years later, 
some of those same streets 
and avenues now bear 
names like Firefighter Mi-
chael Haub Road and Chris-
topher Racaniello 9/11 
Memorial Way, and while 
Queens residents are no 
longer in shock, many are 
still in mourning.

On the morning of Sept. 
10, state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) quietly hung 
wreaths across the bor-
ough, marking the begin-

ning of a series of memori-
als and commemorations 
throughout Queens.

“This is simply some-
thing that we have to re-
member. It was a life-chang-

ing event for this country,” 
Avella said.

Avella’s motorcade was 
just one of the many com-
memorations and vigils 
that took place throughout 

the borough as Queens resi-
dents gathered yet again to 
remember the attacks.

The following day, on 
the actual anniversary, 
hundreds gathered at Juni-

per Valley Park in Middle 
Village last Friday for an 
annual candle-lighting 
vigil. 

“I can’t put this feeling 
into words,” said Michael 
Mesa of Rego Park, stand-
ing amidst banners declar-
ing, “We will never forget.”

 Struggling through 
tears, he continued,  “Being 
here makes you feel bigger 
than yourself—to show re-
spect. But each year there 
are fewer people. We for-
get.”

Abby Drucker, an orga-
nizer of the vigil, pointed 
upwards, past the park and 
toward the Lower Man-
hattan skyline where a 
small patch of sky was il-
luminated by two beams of 
light where the towers once 
stood. 

“That is beauty. That 
is my brother-in-law,” she 
laughed nervously to her-
self. “The names keep com-

ing back. This is what we 
saw. That was our trade 
center. It’s just part of us.”

 She went on to say, 
“Some days it feels like a 
long, long time ago, and 
some days it doesn’t. I have 
very mixed emotions and 
sometimes I find it very 
difficult. We were under at-
tack that day. The first few 
years the whole park was 
filled. We’ve lost people 
over the years. People move 
on, they have lives.”  

As the names of the de-
ceased were read off, many 
in the crowd recalled neigh-
bors, classmates and family 
members.

“We are out here to re-
member all the people from 
this neighborhood who 
died,” said Capt. Mark T. 
Wachter of the 104th Police 
Precinct. Wachter lost a 
friend who attended Christ 
the King high school with 
him on 9/11.

One of the organizers of the 9/11 vigil in Juniper Valley, Lynda Metzger (c), hands out candles-in-a-cup 
to eager youngsters before the ceremony begins.  Photo by Michael Shain
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BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria) hosted a Waterfront 
Festival in conjunction 
with the Waterfront Alli-
ance at Hallets Cove Play-
ground Saturday. 

The free festival fea-
tured activities for chil-
dren, including a touch 
tank that encourages 
hands-on interaction with 
marine life, sand art, an 
inflatable castle and a 
beach cleanup that gath-
ered more than 20 pounds 
of trash.

Constantinides also 
gave an educational pre-
sentation about his vision 
for a revitalized water-
front at Hallets Cove, in-
cluding the esplanade of 
the Astoria Houses.

“Our waterfront is our 
next frontier and we must 
use this resource to its full-
est extent,” Constantinides 
said. “As the leaders of 
tomorrow, children must 
learn these lessons today. 
I was proud to impart les-
sons about the water’s re-
sources and sustainability 
to families and children in 
our community.”

Constantinides’ plan 
includes allocating fund-
ing to projects along Hal-
lets Peninsula, including 
an Eco-Dock in the near 
future. With an estimated 
cost of $4 million, Constan-
tinides and Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz each 

allocated $1 million apiece 
for this fiscal year for the 
Eco-Dock , with Katz com-
mitting to continued sup-
port the following year.

The Eco-Dock would 
provide waterfront access 
and education directly to 
residents of the Astoria 
waterfront, a community 
that has been cut off from 
the water for decades by 
dilapidated piers and bro-
ken bulkheads . The Eco-
Dock would also provide 
the opportunity for envi-
ronmental and marine 
programming for students 
as well as a kayak launch 
for the community.

The project includes 

a street-level structure 
with shaded seating, open 
space, greenery and boat 
space. The city Economic 
Development Corp. is cur-
rently doing an engineer-
ing study and planning the 
logistics for the Eco-Dock.

Play areas along the 
waterfront will also be 
upgraded with $1 million 
from Katz and $210,000 
from Constantinides’ dis-
cretionary budget. He 
allocated an additional 
$350,000 to upgrade the 
Astoria Houses basketball 
courts.

Revitalizing Astoria’s 
waterfront will include 
improved transportation 

access to Hallets Peninsu-
la with ferry service link-
ing Astoria with Long Is-
land City, Manhattan and 
Roosevelt Island in 2017.

“We are at a turning 
point for our community,” 
Constantinides said. “Uti-
lizing our waterfront for 
ferry service will trans-
form the neighborhood 
and help change the trans-
portation paradigm for 
those who live close to the 
dock. I also look forward 
to the Eco-Dock, which 
will help educate children 
in our area and further 
transform Hallets Peni-
nusula.”

Synagogue builds  
new home on 70th

Costa presents his plan
Waterfront revitalization the key to Astoria’s future

BY GABRIEL ROM

Seventeen years after 
a fire destroyed their shul 
building, Congregation 
Havurat Yisrael in Forest 
Hills has finally moved 
into a new home  on 106-20 
70th Road.

The Modern Orthodox 
congregation had, until re-
cently, worshipped in sev-
eral locations throughout 
Forest Hills. Since 2005, it 
shared space with Agudas 
Achim, a shtiebl which is a 
small prayer room,  at 108-
11 69th Road, while hold-
ing Shabbat services at the 
Touro College building at 
71-02 113th St., the Central 
Queens Y on 108th Street; 
and most recently, a store-
front on Austin Street.

“But Havurat Yisrael 
did not end. People came 
and they prayed with us 
wherever we were,” Rabbi 
 David Algaze wrote in 2011. 
“Through our troubles, we 
have come to appreciate 
each other more and the 
fellowship and friendship 
have increased.”

In 1998, their small 
brick dwelling was badly 
damaged by construction 
next door on the building 
that was the site of a former 
Bukharian temple.  It is 
now the Bukharian Jewish 
Community Center.

Eventually, Havurat 
Yisrael received several 
hundred thousand dollars 
in an insurance settlement. 
The fund-raising commit-
tee also raised around $1 

million from the congrega-
tion through pledges for 
new construction, said Dr. 
David Sosnowik, fund-rais-
ing chairman for the syna-
gogue. The plan was for the 
building to be six stories, 
but that has changed to 
eight. 

The new synagogue will 
be 6,000 to 8,000 feet in an 
eight-floor building , shar-
ing space with condomini-
ums, storefronts, and a ga-
rage.

Havurat Yisrael, an Or-
thodox congregation, was 
started by Algaze, a former 
assistant rabbi at the For-
est Hills Jewish Center, and 
about 60 families in 1981

Today, the congregation 
serves Jews of both Arab 
and European descent, and 
includes among its mem-
bers Russians, Israelis, 
Jews of various other na-
tionalities.

Councilman Costa Constantinides (r.) announces his waterfront revitalization plan at a Happets 
Cove festival. Photo courtesy Constantinides’ office

Congregation Havurat 
Yisrael, located on 106-20 
70th Road in Forest Hills 
Courtesy of Jinwood Jang, Architect
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” 

“St. Francis Prep 
Welcomes Pope Francis 

to New York!

ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL
6100 Francis Lewis Blvd. Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 (718) 423-8810  www.sfponline.org

“High school is for four years; the Prep is forever”
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the nail salon industry is 
poorly understood and may 
have unintended conse-
quences so severe that the 
legislation borders on dis-
crimination, according to 
a letter that Michael Yim, 
one of the lawyers repre-
senting both trade groups, 
sent to the New York State 
Department of State.

Current regulations 
“would only have a dras-
tic, disproportionate, and 
discriminatory impact on 
Asian immigrant business 
owners, especially Asian 
women owners,” the letter 
said. 

State Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing), who 
helped draft the initial reg-
ulations for the salon indus-
try with the governor, has 
in recent weeks become one 
of the more public critics of 
the wage-bond mandate.  
There are a number of nail 
salons in his district.

Cuomo pushed the leg-
islation unusually quickly, 
passing a bevy of emergen-
cy regulations only 11 days 
after a New York Times 
article called attention to 
widespread abuse in the 
industry. 

That haste, Kim says, is 
why he is pushing back on 
the wage-bond provision 
now. 

“Everyone just wants 

the truth to come out as 
to how the Department of 
Financial Services deter-
mined that the wage-bond 
product was readily avail-
able and why the adminis-
tration believes the bond 
industry is the proper way 
to protect workers from 
wage theft.”

Kim explained that 
the process in which bond 
companies underwrite 
risk is opaque and that 
many Asian-American im-
migrants do not have sig-
nificant assets, so the bond 
industry is not readily ac-
cessible to them. 

“We encourage people 
to come to this country and 
take risks, but this bond 
mandate undermines those 
efforts,” he said. 

Representatives from 
the Cuomo administration 
have been slightly befud-
dled at the intense opposi-
tion.

“The overwhelming ma-
jority of nail salon owners 
who have made a good faith 
effort to secure a wage-
bond have been able to do 
so,” said Frank Sobrino, a 
spokesman for Cuomo. Of 
694 wage-bond applications 
processed through the end 
of August, 98 percent were 
approved, he added. Last 
month, the state’s multi-
agency task force inspected 
182 salons and found 901 
violations, including fail-
ure to pay minimum wage 
or overtime at 43 percent of 
the locations.

Kim retorted that such 
figures reflect less than 
1 percent of what he said 
were the  state’s more than 
30,000 “beauty enhance-
ment” businesses, and as 
such, should not be seen as 
an indication of the wide-
spread availability of wage-
bonds.

Representatives from 
the wage-bond industry see 
the brewing legal conflict 
as much ado about noth-
ing, and their position not 
as one of selective enforce-
ment but stemming from 
basic financial realities 
and risk mitigation.

“The process is basi-
cally simple,” said Josh 
Kayser, founder and CEO 
of Suretybonds.com. “If sa-
lons can prove that they’ve 
been a responsible business 
for some time, then we can 
qualify them for the best 
rate...if you want a small-
business loan you have to 
have a good credit score. 
That’s just a fact of life.”

He added, “We will al-
most always get someone 
approved, but the premium 
is going to be determined 
by how much quality infor-
mation the salon owners 
are willing to provide us.”  

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

boards for Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz, edged 
out Bob Friedrich, a com-
munity activist and head of 
Glen Oaks Village co-op,  in 
a tight Democratic primary 
race. 

Six candidates vied for 
the Democratic nomina-
tion in a highly aggressive 
contest.

Preliminary election re-
sults from the city Election 
Board showed Grodenchik 
with 27.5 percent of the vote 
with 99 percent of the scan-
ners reporting - the board 
had not released official re-
sults as of late Wednesday, 

Friedrich was inches 
away from getting into the 
general election but ended 

up with just 23 percent. 
The two frontrunners were 
separated by slightly over 
300 votes.

“It was nerve-racking 
towards the middle when 
[Timesledger] started 
tweeting the numbers,” 
said Grodenchik, who was 
endorsed by the Queens 
Democratic Party. 

Turnout was surpris-
ingly strong for a special 
election with more than 
6,700 voters going to the 
polls on a rainy day.

The last Democratic 
primary held for the 23rd 
Council District was in 
2009, in which fewer than 
8,500 votes were cast. Less 
than 20,000 votes were cast 
in the general election for 
the same seat in 2013.

The district is a highly 
diverse area of Queens cov-

ering Glen Oaks, Queens 
Village, Bellerose, Hollis 
Hills, Floral Park, Bayside 
Hills and other small neigh-
borhoods.

Concanno, Grodenchik’s 
GOP rival who opened his 
campaign headquarters Mon-
day at 247-39 Jericho Turn-
pike, said, “It was a very, very 
close race and it was a lower 
turnout.” 

 He said  his campaign 
office was expecting many 
more voters to turn out.

Concannon said he was 
ready for general elections 
after already visiting thou-
sands of homes and knew 
people were dissatisfied with 
Mayor de Blasio’s policies.

 “We are getting a lot of 
crossovers and people are 
expressing one term for this 
mayor.”

Continued from Page 1 

Election

Continued from Page 1 

Salons

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

Complete Menu online: www.Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway (Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$2299

FISH & CHIPS 
DINNER

$1199

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPON ONLY WITH COUPON ONLYEXP. 9/30/15 EXP. 9/30/15

3  $33F
O
R

LOBSTERS 

+TAX +TAX

ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 9/30/15
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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Fed court upholds Dr. Borukhova’s conviction
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A Brooklyn federal judge 
in a decision handed down 
Sept. 11 upheld the convic-
tion of Dr. Mazoltuv Boruk-
hova and a co-conspirator, 
both of whom were found 
guilty of plotting the 2007 
murder of Borukhova’s es-
tranged husband, Dr. Dan-
iel Malakov.

The 2009 five-week jury 
trial of the two defendants 
split the Orthodox Bukhar-
ian Jewish community in 
Forest Hills as it unfolded. 
At the end, Borukhova, 41, 
and her husband’s cousin, 
Mikhail Mallayev, 58, were 
convicted of murder and 
conspiracy. Mallayev was 
also convicted of criminal 
possession of a weapon. 
Both were sentenced to life 
in prison without parole. 

In 2014, Borukhova’s 
attorney, Andrew Citron, 
filed a petition for habeas 
corpus stating she had been 
denied her federal constitu-

tional rights before, during 
and after the trial, “court 
favored the prosecution, 
undermining the truth-
seeking function of a trial.”  

But U.S. District Judge 
John Gleeson rejected all 
of the claims raised by 
Borukhova in her federal 
habeas proceeding. In his 
decision, he wrote that the 
findings of the state ap-
pellate court affirmed her 
conviction and determined 
that any trial errors in the 
case were harmless and did 
not deprive the defendant of 
a fair trial. 

According to the 2009 
trial testimony, Borukhova 
and Mallayev exchanged 
90 telephone conversations 
prior to the murder, dur-
ing which they came to an 
agreement that Mallayev 
would kill Borukhova’s 
estranged husband in ex-
change for a sum of money. 

Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said 
Mallayev was arrested in 

November 2007 in the state 
of Georgia after NYPD de-
tectives matched finger-
prints on the makeshift 
silencer found at the scene 
to fingerprints taken from 
Mallayev in 1994 after he 
was charged in another 
case. Borukhova was ar-
rested in February 2008 
after a grand jury charged 
both her and Mallayev with 
the murder of her husband. 

“The defendant’s latest 
effort to overturn her mur-
der conviction has been 
rightly rejected,” Brown 
said. “This was a terribly 
sad case in which the de-
fendant was found to have 
conspired and carried out 
a murder-for-hire plot to 
assassinate her estranged 
husband in full view of the 
couple’s then-4-year-old 
child. Hopefully, this deci-
sion will bring a measure 
of closure to Dr. Malakov’s 
family.” 

According to the trial 
testimony, Borukhova ar-

ranged for her estranged 
husband to meet her on the 
morning of Oct. 28, 2007 at 
Annadale Playground on 
Yellowstone Boulevard so 
that he could deliver their 
daughter for a visit with 
her. Malakov had won cus-
tody of the child after a bit-
ter court battle. 

Mallayev used the silenc-
er to shoot Malakov twice in 
the chest near the location 
that morning, court records 
show. After the murder, Bo-
rukhova and Mallayev had 
two more telephone conver-
sations followed by a meet-
ing at Borukhova’s Forest 
Hills medical office. A cou-
ple of weeks later, Mallayev 
deposited a total of $19,800 
into ten different bank ac-
counts. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.Dr. Mazoltuv Borukhova at her sentencing in 2009.
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ple that are made aware 
of the injustice inside the 
system, the more people 
will contribute to the work 
that we do.”

Lexton calls Snowday 
a vehicle for social justice 
because it is staffed by for-
merly incarcerated young 
people. Lexton founded 
Drive Change in 2013 af-
ter teaching high school 
English on Rikers Island 
where young people as 
young as 16, 17 and 18 are 
treated as adults and face 
harsh conditions.

“Young people who are 
considered adults crimi-
nally may leave the system 
with open felony records 
as opposed to juvenile ad-
judications,” Lexton said. 
“Finding employment is 
very difficult and leads to 
a 70 percent rate of recidi-
vism; 60 percent are rear-
rested within a year of re-
lease.”

Drive Change offers a 
different path with their 
eight-month program that 
combines employment 

with teaching transferable 
skills that they take with 
them to future opportuni-
ties.

“At Drive Change we 
turn red lights green,” 
Lexton said. “We broaden 
access to opportunity. We 
train, mentor and employ 
and empower. We recruit 
them when they get out and 
we help them stay out.”

Before moving to Brook-
lyn in January, Snowday 
got its start at the Entrepre-
neur Space, the food-and-
business incubator run by 
the Queens Economic De-
velopment Corporation at 
36-47 37th St. Long Island 
City-based Fortune Soci-
ety, a non-profit staffed by 
ex-offenders who support 
former prisoners return 
to society,  is one of Drive 
Change’s “re-entry part-
ners” which recommends 
young people to Lexton’s 
program when there are 
openings.

Snowday took home the 
Vendy Cup and the People’s 
Choice award for its spe-
cialty, a grilled cheese sand-
wich with a touch of maple 
syrup. All ingredients are 
from upstate farms. 

“We’re New York state’s 
first farm-to-truck,” Lex-
ton said. Snowday, which 
captured the Rookie of the 
Year award  at last year’s 
Vendy Awards, beat four 
other finalists, including 
Astoria’s Souvlaki Lady 
for the top prize.

Meanwhile, 2011 Vendy 
Cup winner and 2014 final-
ist Solber Pupusas will be 
featured at the fourth an-
nual Viva La Comida food 
and music festival in Jack-
son Heights Saturday. The 
82nd Street Partnership 
brings together some of the 
borough’s best street food 
vendors with area restau-
rants to showcase the eth-
nic cuisines of Queens.

The festival runs from 
noon to 7 p.m. between 
Roosevelt and Baxter av-
enues. Two 2014 Vendy Cup 
finalists, Mystik Masaala 
and Ricas Botanas, which 
sell freshly prepared chur-
ros, will also take part as 
will Roosevelt Avenue fa-
vorites such as El Sabroso 
de Aracataca and Picaditos 
Ecuatorianos.

Participating restau-
rants include Casa Rivera, 
Tulcino Bakery and Res-

Continued from Page 1 

Snowday
and adults with autism, 
will create and run an in-
dividualized residential al-
ternative for eight men with 
autism in their early 20s at 
84-10 Kent St., according to 
Cory Polshansky, QSAC’s 
chief operating officer. 

The group home is 
scheduled to open during 
the first week of October, 
Polshansky said.

Community Board 8 
said a site evaluation con-
ducted by an independent 
architect determined the 
location is suitable for the 
home. 

The men, who are all 
from the area, currently 
live in residential schools 
and are moving back home 
now that they have gradu-
ated, Polshansky said, not-
ing that the organization 
has served some of them for 
many years.

The organization looked 
at about 85 homes before 
they were able to find a 
spot, he said. 

“You really need to find 
homes that aren’t within a 

close distance to another 
home  and there are just 
many homes so it disquali-
fies more than half the 
homes you’re looking for,” 
he said.

Mark Lefkof, chairman 
of Area 7, which includes 
Holliswood, Jamaica Es-
tates and the southern por-
tion of Cunningham Park, 
held an informational 
hearing on the proposal. 
CB 8 member Martha Tay-
lor, District Manager Marie 
Adam-Ovide, Polshansky 
and staff member Alma 
Karassavidis were also 
present. 

Adam-Ovide said the 
board could not vote on the 
proposal because it believes 
former state Sen. Frank Pa-
davan’s site selection law 
contradicts the Americans 
with Disabilities Act—a 
policy that the board has 
followed since 2012.

And the office is not 
equipped to find another 
location for the residence, 
she said. 

“We cannot discrimi-
nate against anyone on 
the basis of disability,” she 
said. “So if we’re voting, 
‘Yes, you can house people 

with disabilities’ or ‘No, 
you can’t house people with 
disabilities,’ we are making 
a decision based on the sole 
fact that they have disabili-
ties.” 

The New York State Of-
fice for People with Develop-
mental Disabilities decides 
whether a group home can 
be placed in a given area.

CB 8 sent a letter to the 
state agency stating that 
QSAC has agreed to in-
stall a security alarm, hire 
a landscaper and ensure 
that garbage is set out for 
collection and that snow is 
removed by the city Depart-
ment of Sanitation. 

“The board trusts that 
the agency, that QSAC 
abides by the promises it 
made to the community,” 
Adam-Ovide said.

Polshansky said the 
organization is allowed to 
proceed with building the 
home after giving the board  
40 days’ notice.  

“While they don’t vote, 
that’s basically indicating 
no objection to the home,” 
he said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@

Continued from Page 1 

Home
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