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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A Brooklyn federal judge in 
a decision handed down Sept. 
11 upheld the conviction of Dr. 
Mazoltuv Borukhova and a 
co-conspirator, both of whom 
were found guilty of plotting 
the 2007 murder of Boruk-
hova’s estranged husband, Dr. 
Daniel Malakov.

The 2009 five-week jury tri-
al of the two defendants split 
the Orthodox Bukharian Jew-
ish community in Forest Hills 
as it unfolded. At the end, Bo-
rukhova, 41, and her husband’s 
cousin, Mikhail Mallayev, 58, 
were convicted of murder and 
conspiracy. Mallayev was also 
convicted of criminal posses-
sion of a weapon. Both were 
sentenced to life in prison 
without parole. 

In 2014, Borukhova’s at-
torney, Andrew Citron, filed a 
petition for habeas corpus stat-
ing she had been denied her 
federal constitutional rights 
before, during and after the 
trial, “court favored the prose-
cution, undermining the truth-
seeking function of a trial.”  

But U.S. District Judge 
John Gleeson rejected all of 
the claims raised by Boruk-
hova in her federal habeas 
proceeding. In his decision, 
he wrote that the findings of 
the state appellate court af-
firmed her conviction and de-
termined that any trial errors 
in the case were harmless and 
did not deprive the defendant 

BY BILL PARRY

More than 400 residents of 
the Queensbridge Houses have 
signed a petition expressing 
their outrage at the NYPD’s 
decision to end the command 
of Public Service Area 9, the 
squad that is charged with pa-
trolling the borough’s public 
housing developments. The 
Flushing-based squad oper-
ates the Ravenswood Satel-
lite which covers the Queens-

bridge Houses, the Astoria 
Houses, Woodside Houses and 
Ravenswood.

“I’m not in agreement with 
this at all, I think it would be a 
horror story for us,” Queens-
bridge Tenants Association 
President April Simpson-Tay-
lor said. “Whe reinvent the 
wheel? They’re always talk-
ing about how importants en-
gagement is. We have that. We 
know them. Why take them 
out when it’s working here?”

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
represents the Queensbridge 
Houses and is concerned 
about the proposed plan.

“This decision comes at a 
time of declining crime rates 
and improved police-commu-
nity relations,” Van Bramer 
said. “The NYPD should not 
attempt to fix what isn’t bro-
ken and make decisions with-
out real engagement of the 
communities affected.”

One high-ranking Queens 
officer said, “I understand 
they’re upset but people don’t 
like change, period. But they’ll 
still have the same amount of 
police coverage and many of 
the same faces that they’ve 
grown accustomed to. What 
this is a restructuring of the 
way we do things.”

The commander, who did 
not want to use his name be-
cause it is an evolving process 

Ramo Ibrec rolls green for his Adriatic team which won the borough-wide Bocce championship at Juniper Valley Park on Saturday. Now it's 
on to the city championships in Staten Island next week.   Photo by Michael Shain
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Seventeen years after 
a fire destroyed their shul 
building, Congregation 
Havurat Yisrael in Forest 
Hills has finally moved into 
a new home  on 106-20 70th 
Road.

The Modern Orthodox 
congregation had, until re-
cently, worshipped in several 
locations throughout Forest 
Hills. Since 2005, it shared 
space with Agudas Achim, 
a shtiebl which is a small 
prayer room,  at 108-11 69th 
Road, while holding Shabbat 
services at the Touro College 
building at 71-02 113th St., the 
Central Queens Y on 108th 
Street; and most recently, a 
storefront on Austin Street.

“But Havurat Yisrael did 
not end. People came and they 
prayed with us wherever we 
were,” Rabbi  David Algaze 
wrote in 2011. “Through our 
troubles, we have come to ap-
preciate each other more and 
the fellowship and friendship 
have increased.”

In 1998, their small brick 
dwelling was badly damaged 
by construction next door on 

the building that was the site 
of a former Bukharian tem-
ple.  It is now the Bukharian 
Jewish Community Center.

Eventually, Havurat Yis-
rael received several hun-
dred thousand dollars in an 
insurance settlement. The 
fund-raising committee also 
raised around $1 million from 
the congregation through 
pledges for new construction, 
said Dr. David Sosnowik, 
fund-raising chairman for 
the synagogue. The plan was 
for the building to be six sto-
ries, but that has changed to 
eight. 

The new synagogue will 
be 6,000 to 8,000 feet in an 
eight-floor building , sharing 
space with condominiums, 
storefronts, and a garage.

Havurat Yisrael, an Or-
thodox congregation, was 
started by Algaze, a former 
assistant rabbi at the For-
est Hills Jewish Center, and 
about 60 families in 1981

Today, the congregation 
serves Jews of both Arab 
and European descent, and 
includes among its members 
Russians, Israelis, Jews of 
various other nationalities.

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2015 Queens Publishing Corp. 

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
hosted a Waterfront Festival 
in conjunction with the Water-
front Alliance at Hallets Cove 
Playground Saturday. 

The free festival featured 
activities for children, includ-
ing a touch tank that encour-
ages hands-on interaction 
with marine life, sand art, an 
inflatable castle and a beach 
cleanup that gathered more 
than 20 pounds of trash.

Constantinides also gave 
an educational presentation 
about his vision for a revital-
ized waterfront at Hallets 
Cove, including the esplanade 
of the Astoria Houses.

“Our waterfront is our next 
frontier and we must use this 
resource to its fullest extent,” 
Constantinides said. “As the 
leaders of tomorrow, children 
must learn these lessons to-
day. I was proud to impart 
lessons about the water’s re-
sources and sustainability to 

families and children in our 
community.”

Constantinides’ plan in-
cludes allocating funding to 
projects along Hallets Penin-
sula, including an Eco-Dock 
in the near future. With an 
estimated cost of $4 million, 
Constantinides and Borough 
President Melinda Katz each 
allocated $1 million apiece for 
this fiscal year for the Eco-
Dock , with Katz committing to 
continued support the follow-
ing year.

The Eco-Dock would pro-
vide waterfront access and 
education directly to residents 
of the Astoria waterfront, a 
community that has been cut 
off from the water for decades 
by dilapidated piers and bro-
ken bulkheads . The Eco-Dock 
would also provide the oppor-
tunity for environmental and 
marine programming for stu-
dents as well as a kayak launch 
for the community.

The project includes a 
street-level structure with 
shaded seating, open space, 

greenery and boat space. The 
city Economic Development 
Corp. is currently doing an en-
gineering study and planning 
the logistics for the Eco-Dock.

Play areas along the wa-
terfront will also be upgraded 
with $1 million from Katz and 
$210,000 from Constantinides’ 
discretionary budget. He al-
located an additional $350,000 
to upgrade the Astoria Houses 
basketball courts.

Revitalizing Astoria’s wa-
terfront will include improved 
transportation access to Hal-
lets Peninsula with ferry 
service linking Astoria with 
Long Island City, Manhattan 
and Roosevelt Island in 2017.

“We are at a turning point 
for our community,” Constan-
tinides said. “Utilizing our wa-
terfront for ferry service will 
transform the neighborhood 
and help change the transpor-
tation paradigm for those who 
live close to the dock. I also 
look forward to the Eco-Dock, 
which will help educate chil-
dren in our area and further 

Congregation Havurat Yisrael, located on 106-20 70th Road in Forest 
Hills. Courtesy of Jinwood Jang, Architect

Councilman Costa Constantinides (r.) announces his waterfront revitalization plan at a Hallets Cove festival. 
Photo courtesy Constantinides' office

Synagogue builds  
new home on 70th

Costa presents his plan
Waterfront revitalization the key to Astoria’s future
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BY BILL PARRY

Astoria-based attorney 
Philip Loria wants to make 
something perfectly clear. He 
is an owner of the Steinway 
Mansion and he has not sold 
it to Karl McNamara, an at-
torney who claimed he bought 
the historic home and planned 
to restore it and turn it into a 
music conservancy.

“I want to make it unequiv-
ocally clear that the Steinway 
Mansion was never sold nor 
is it in contract to be sold,” 
Loria said in an e-mail. “Fur-
thermore, I do not know of 
any attorney Karl McNamara 
nor have I had any discus-
sions, conversations or deal-
ings whatsoever with this al-
leged individual, the Friends 
of Steinway, Bob Singleton 
or anyone else regarding the 
Steinway Mansion or the al-
leged Steinway Conservancy 
Music School.” 

McNamara was scheduled 
to make a presentation at a 
public meeting at the Greater 

Astoria Historical Society 
Monday at 7 p.m. to discuss his 
alleged purchase of the iconic 
mansion and his plans to open 
the Steinway Conservancy.

In a mission statement 
received by Greater Astoria 
Historical Society Executive 
Director Bob Singleton Sept. 7, 
McNamara writes, “The Stein-
way Conservatory is dedicated 
to providing a tuition-free, 
world-class musical education 
for all gifted individuals who 
come from low-income or dis-
advantaged backgrounds.”

Singleton also runs 
Friends of Steinway Mansion, 
a group that advocates for the 
landmarked 27-room mansion 
built in 1858 and purchased by 
the legendary piano-making 
Steinway family in the 1870s. 
Traffic on the group’s Face-
book page picked up on April 
23 when the trees on the prop-
erty were cut down. Later in 
the spring the hill upon which 
the mansion sits, land that is 
not landmarked, was excavat-
ed to create room for the con-

struction of 11 warehouses.
Singleton and other pres-

ervationists, worried about 
the safety of the old mansion 
in the middle of an active con-
struction zone, took to the Fa-
cebook page to rally support 
for their cause. In early June, 
Karl McNamara and his wife 
joined the online conversa-
tion, Singleton said. 

Last week, McNamara 
asked for and received a block 
of time to present details of 
his purchase of the Steinway 
Mansion to the public meet-
ing on Monday, according to 
Singleton.

“That’s great news,” Mc-
Namara wrote in an email 
response  to him. “Really look-
ing forward to presenting a 

real show stopper for you and 
the Friends. Please feel free 
to mention and promote the 
Steinway Conservatory any 
way you like. Perhaps a little 
tease to whet the public’s ap-
petite and fire their imagina-
tions. Let’s start getting them 
use to NYC’s newest school of 
music.”

Singleton responded, “Then 
I take it you own the place and 
the deal has closed?”

McNamara wrote back 20 
minutes later, “Yes. Wouldn’t 
be giving a presentation oth-
erwise.” That was Sept. 11 
and McNamara had not an-
swered Singleton’s emails  as 
of Wednesday night.

McNamara and his public 
relations team have not re-
sponded to repeated questions 
from TimesLedger Newspa-
pers.

It was not known if he 
would show up for the public 
meeting at the Greater Asto-
ria Historical Society public 
meeting Monday. He remains 
on the schedule.

Attorney Karl McNamara says he purchased the Steinway Mansion and 
plans to restore it and open a music conservatory. Photo by Bill Parry

Loria denies Steinway Mansion has been sold
Mystery purchaser scheduled to speak before Greater Astoria Historical Society
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BY BILL PARRY

A street food vending 
truck, which got its start in 
Long Island City,  captured the 
top prizes for its grilled cheese 
sandwich at the Vendy Awards 
on Governors Island last Sat-
urday. 

Snowday food truck, run 
by the non-profit organization 
Drive Change, captured the 
People’s Choice Award and the 
coveted grand-prize Vendy Cup 
at the 10th annual awards that 
drew more than 2,000 foodies 
to Colonel’s Row on the island.

“It was a pretty remarkable 
day and we’re all feeling very 
proud,” Drive Change Execu-
tive Director Jordyn Lexton 
said. “It feels incredible to 
win and now we just have to 
figure out how to leverage this 
to make more people aware of 
our mission. The more people 
that are made aware of the in-
justice inside the system, the 
more people will contribute to 
the work that we do.”

Lexton calls Snowday a ve-
hicle for social justice because 
it is staffed by formerly incar-
cerated young people. Lexton 
founded Drive Change in 2013 
after teaching high school Eng-
lish on Rikers Island where 
young people as young as 16, 
17 and 18 are treated as adults 
and face harsh conditions.

“Young people who are con-

sidered adults criminally may 
leave the system with open fel-
ony records as opposed to ju-
venile adjudications,” Lexton 
said. “Finding employment is 
very difficult and leads to a 70 
percent rate of recidivism; 60 
percent are rearrested within 
a year of release.”

Drive Change offers a dif-
ferent path with their eight-
month program that combines 
employment with teaching 
transferable skills that they 
take with them to future op-
portunities.

“At Drive Change we turn 
red lights green,” Lexton said. 
“We broaden access to oppor-

tunity. We train, mentor and 
employ and empower. We re-
cruit them when they get out 
and we help them stay out.”

Before moving to Brook-
lyn in January, Snowday got 
its start at the Entrepreneur 
Space, the food-and-business 
incubator run by the Queens 
Economic Development Cor-
poration at 36-47 37th St. Long 
Island City-based Fortune 
Society, a non-profit staffed 
by ex-offenders who support 
former prisoners return to so-
ciety,  is one of Drive Change’s 
“re-entry partners” which 
recommends young people to 

BY GABRIEL ROM
 
A planned yeshiva expan-

sion in Glendale met fierce 
resistance at this past week’s 
Community Board 5 meeting, 
with residents citing various 
logistical complaints, while 
also recognizing that the Ye-
shiva, which has operated 
since 2006, has been an exem-
plary neighbor.

The Yeshiva Gedolah Semi-
nary  has applied for a Board of 
Standards and Appeals zoning 
variance in order to expand 
the seminary, located at 74-10 
88th St., adding 177 dormitory 
rooms and 28 classrooms. The 
expansion met opposition from 
many members of the commu-
nity board who were skeptical 
about the project’s engineer-
ing and logistical feasibility, 

as well as the precedent it may 
set for future projects. 

“Over the last five years, 
I haven’t heard a whole lot of 
complaints about what goes on 
in there,” said Brian Dooley, 
the president of the Glendale 

Property Owners Association. 
“However, don’t let anyone tell 
you there’s not a nonconform-
ing use there. The concerns 
others have raised are legiti-
mate.”

Three primary concerns 
with the yeshiva are that 
there were no dormitories in-
cluded in the school’s original 
2006 building plans;  the struc-
ture is located in an M1-1 light 
manufacturing zone, not a res-
idential district; and the build-
ing’s current standing as a Use 
Group 9 trade school — which 
does not allow for dormitories 
— instead of a Use Group 3 re-
ligious school, which it is ap-
plying to the BSA to become.

According to Jay Gold-
stein, the yeshiva’s legal repre-
sentative, an additional three 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Former southeast Queens 
state Assemblyman William 
Scarborough has asked the 
court to schedule the date on 
which he is to begin serving a 
sentence for corruption after 
his wife’s surgery .

Scarborough was sen-
tenced in federal court Mon-
day to 13 months in prison, 
two years of probation and a 
restitution fine after plead-
ing guilty to federal and state 
charges for  filing false travel 
vouchers for trips that did 
not exist wire fraud and mis-
using funds in his campaign 
chest.

He pleaded guilty in May 
under an arrangement re-
quiring him to resign his As-
sembly post for District 29, 
which stretches from Hillside 
Avenue in Hollis through St. 
Albans and Laurelton ending 
in Rosedale along the Cross 
Island Expressway.

In papers filed with the 
judge, Scarborough’s attor-
ney, Stewart Jones,  submit-
ted a letter from the hospital 
where Scarborough’s wife 
surgery will take place to ask 
that his jail term begin after 
the operation.

“We got exactly what we 
asked for,” Jones said about 
the sentencing, who pointed 
out that his client had re-
ceived 80 character reference 
letters.

 Scarborough is the most 
recent Queens lawmaker to 
be convicted of corruption.   
Former state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith, who also represented 
southeast Queens, was found 
guilty of bribery and corrup-
tion in a scam to have himself 
installed on the GOP ticket 
for mayor in the 2013 race.  
Former City Councilman 
Daniel Halloran of north-
east Queens was involved in 

the same scandal and con-
victed months before Smith.  
Shirley Huntley, a one-time 
state senator from Jamaica, 
served a prison term after be-
ing found guilty of stealing 
public funds to go shopping.

 City Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica), a former 
aide to Huntley, is facing 
grand larceny charges.

  Scarborough’s federal 
convictions involve his 
wrongful receipt of per diem 
payments from the state. As-
sembly members receive per 
diem payments when they 
spend time in Albany or are 
traveling to or from, Albany. 
According to federal court 
records, Scarborough falsely 
claimed and received, per 
diem payments for days that 
he was not in Albany or in 
transit to or from the city.

In May, in a related case 
investigated by the state at-
torney general and comptrol-
ler, Scarborough also plead-
ed guilty in Albany County 
Court to a public corruption 
charge stemming from his 
misuse of over $40,000 from 
his Friends of Bill Scarbor-
ough campaign account. In 
state court, he pleaded guilty 
to grand larceny charges. 

U.S. District Judge Thom-
as McAvoy also ordered Scar-
borough to pay $54,355 in 
restitution for his state and 
federal crimes.  

As an assemblyman, 
Scarborough was entitled to 
receive the following types 
of payments when he trav-
eled to Albany for legislative 
business: a full per diem al-
lowance for overnight stays 
in Albany; a partial per diem 
allowance for travel not re-
quiring an overnight stay in 
Albany; and reimbursement 
for mileage incurred for 
travel between his home and 

The Yeshiva Gedolah Seminary 
is affiliated with the Satmar ha-
sidic sect based in Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn. Photo by Michael Shain

Former state Assemblyman William Scarborough (c.) leaves the federal 
courthouse in Albany after being sentenced. Photo by Paul Buckowski/AP

The Snowday crew celebrates winning the Vendy Cup as well as the 
People's Choice award at the 10th annual Vendy Awards. 

Photo courtesy C. Yard

Scarborough draws 
13 months for graft

CB5 skeptical over yeshiva 

Snowday wins Vendys
Other food vendors head to Jax Hgts for Viva la comida
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A solar rooftop project 
stretching across several 
warehouses in Springfield 
Gardens was unveiled Tues-
day in a first for Queens. The 
project will enable Bloomberg 
L.P.’s global headquarters in 
Midtown Manhattan and its 
downtown data center to par-
tially convert to clean solar 
energy.

The JFK Airport Park So-
lar Project is a state-of-the-art, 
large-scale solar photovoltaic 
project. It produces electric 
current when two substances 
are exposed to light, and the 
energy is then transferred to 
the electric grid and passed 
to Bloomberg’s Midtown 
building on 59th Street and 
Lexington Avenue.  It is the 
first project of its type in New 
York City. 

“This is a tremendous 

project. It has zero negative 
impact on the community 
and it helps the environ-
ment,” said Councilman Don-
ovan Richards (D-Laurelton), 
who pushed for the project to 
come to southeast Queens. 

It was the convergence 
of creative partnerships 
between Richards, Deputy 
BoroughPresident Melva 
Miller, developer EnterSo-
lar, Bloomberg, JFK Airport 
Park development team, Con 
Edison and the state initia-
tive for environmental re-
sponsibility, NY-Sun. 

“This marquee solar 
initiative is a tangible dem-
onstration of the power of 
partnership,” said Peyton 
Boswell, managing director 
of EnterSolar. EnterSolar 
provides solar systems to the 
commercial marketplace.

The project is comprised 

BY TOM MOMBERG

More than 20 members of 
the Queens Public Transit 
Committee rallied on Wood-
haven Boulevard last Sunday 
to raise public awareness of 
the proposed Select Bus Ser-
vice line and redevelopment of 
Woodhaven and Jamaica bou-
levards. They claimed the pro-
posal would benefit fewer com-
muters than it would hurt.

Some residents have ex-
pressed support for the pro-
posal, while the city Depart-
ment of Transportation and 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority are insistent the 
plan—to construct median bus 
stations, add center bus lanes, 
and possibly lower speed lim-
its on Woodhaven Boulevard 
and eliminate left turns onto 
Jamaica Boulevard—will only 
make bus service more reli-

able and intersections safer 
for pedestrian and bicycle use.

But QPTC, a group that ad-
vocates for increasing mobili-
ty of all types of commuters by 
introducing more options, said 
the reconstruction of the two 
boulevards would restrict car 

traffic and back up gridlock 
problems into the residential 
streets surrounding them.

QPTC Chairman Philip 
McManus said the return of 
QueensRail—the integration 
of the former Long Island Rail 
Road Rockaway Beach Branch 
Line into the subway system—
as well as the expansion of 
Citywide Bus service, trains, 
ferries and roadways, would 
help all commuters without 
taking away from others.

“We’re sick and tired of 
City Hall and our leaders who 
think they can solve our trans-
portation crisis by eliminating 
railways, roadways, bus stops, 
left turns, parking, bus fre-
quency, and reasonable speed 
limits,” McManus said. “This 
is madness and it’s unfair and 
it must stop.”

To transit planners, the 

BY GABRIEL ROM

In the immediate aftermath 
of the events of Sept. 11th 2001, 
the TimesLedger wrote, “the 
unthinkable terrorist attacks 
on Manhattan’s World Trade 
Center sent a shock wave 
through Queens...streets re-
mained eerily quiet as people 
sat in restaurants and other 
businesses glued to televisions 
and radios.”

Fourteen years later, some 
of those same streets and av-
enues now bear names like 
Firefighter Michael Haub 
Road and Christopher Racan-
iello 9/11 Memorial Way, and 
while Queens residents are no 
longer in shock, many are still 
in mourning.

On the morning of Sept. 
10, state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) quietly hung wreaths 
across the borough, marking 
the beginning of a series of me-
morials and commemorations 
throughout Queens.

“This is simply something 
that we have to remember. It 
was a life-changing event for 
this country,” Avella said.

Avella’s motorcade was just 

one of the many commemo-
rations and vigils that took 
place throughout the borough 
as Queens residents gathered 
yet again to remember the at-
tacks.

The following day, on the 
actual anniversary, hundreds 
gathered at Juniper Valley 
Park in Middle Village last 
Friday for an annual candle-
lighting vigil. 

“I can’t put this feeling into 
words,” said Michael Mesa of 
Rego Park, standing amidst 
banners declaring, “We will 
never forget.”

 Struggling through tears, 

he continued,  “Being here 
makes you feel bigger than 
yourself—to show respect. 
But each year there are fewer 
people. We forget.”

Abby Drucker, an orga-
nizer of the vigil, pointed 
upwards, past the park and 
toward the Lower Manhattan 
skyline where a small patch 
of sky was illuminated by two 
beams of light where the tow-
ers once stood. 

“That is beauty. That is my 
brother-in-law,” she laughed 
nervously to herself. “The 
names keep coming back. This 
is what we saw. That was our 
trade center. It’s just part of 
us.”

 She went on to say, “Some 
days it feels like a long, long 
time ago, and some days it 
doesn’t. I have very mixed 
emotions and sometimes I find 
it very difficult. We were un-
der attack that day. The first 
few years the whole park was 
filled. We’ve lost people over 
the years. People move on, 
they have lives.”  

As the names of the de-
ceased were read off, many in 

The Queens Public Transit 
Committee organizes a rally in 
Elmhurst. Photo by Michael Shain

One of the organizers of the 9/11 vigil in Juniper Valley, Lynda Metzger (c.), hands out candles in a cup to eager 
youngsters before the ceremony begins.  Photo by Michael Shain

Borough remembers 9/11 attacks 
Juniper Park holds candlelight vigil as Avella leads annual motorcade to honor lost heroes

Transit advocates oppose SBS
as part of Woodhaven redesign

First boro solar project 
lights up city building

Continued on Page 50 Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 42
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BY TOM MOMBERG

At a Long Island City high 
school, a staffer’s alleged af-
fair with a student is just the 
latest in a series of problems.

In February, parents and 
teachers from William Cullen 
Bryant High School at 48-10 
31st Ave. demanded the prin-
cipal and the city Department 
of Education account for more 
than $195,000 in athletic funds 
collected from students for 
gym uniforms, paddle locks 
and food that was not recorded 
as revenue, but the DOE said 
the Special Commissioner of 
Investigation never confirmed 
the allegations.

And since July, the school, 
which has struggled with low 
graduation rates, has been un-
der investigation by the DOE 
for allegedly falsifying stu-
dent grades, with one gradu-
ate claiming she received a 
diploma she did not deserve.

Now, the DOE is conduct-
ing an internal investigation 
into the school’s administra-
tion after it was brought to the 
attention of gym teacher Peter 
Maliarakis by a student that 

former math teacher and As-
sistant Principal Pelagia Pa-
poutsis, 33, may have had an 
affair with one of her former 
students.

Papoutsis was suddenly 
removed from the high school 
when the semester started. 
The DOE said she had been re-
assigned to duties away from 
any students.

The scandal was precipi-
tated by a message Maliara-
kis received from the female 
student, who said she was ro-
mantically involved with Pa-
poutsis, via the gym teacher’s 
Facebook group page titled 
“Things you never knew 
about Bryant High School.” 

The closed group with more 
than 13,000 members has been 
a place where students and 
staff alike bring up mutinous 
topics about issues with the 
administration, scandal and 
favoritism.

The student accused Bry-
ant Principal Namita Dwarka, 
who promoted Papoutsis last 
year, of knowing about the 
relationship, Maliarakis said 
in a phone interview with the 
TimesLedger Newspapers.

He said the relationship 
apparently started during the 
student’s senior year when she 
was 17 years old.

Neither police nor pros-

ecutors were investigating the 
matter, as the age of consent in 
New York is 17. Nonetheless, 
the DOE confirmed the Special 
Commissioner of Investigation 

was conducting a probe and a 
sexual relationship could be 
grounds for termination.

“This particular girl 
reached out to me,” Maliarakis 
said. “So I lodged a complaint 
with the SCI and the principal 
covered it up… Everybody in 
the DOE has been looking the 
other way, but now I’ve given 
them a lot of proof, as has 
much of the staff here. I know 
the community and the city 
are fed up and will not stand 
for this.”

As for previous scandals at 
the high school, a DOE spokes-
man said the probe into grade 
fixing allegations from this 
summer was continuing.

“There is an ongoing SCI 
investigation around Regents 
and grading improprieties 
at Q445, but all previous al-
legations around Regents and 
grading improprieties at this 
school have not been substan-
tiated,” he said.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Another scandal has struck William Cullen Bryant High School in Long 
Island City. The latest one centers on allegations of a teacher-student 
sexual affair.  Photo by Rebecca Henely

DOE probes possible affair at Bryant HS

VOTING NOW OPEN
gaycitynews.nyc/bestofgaycity2015

Gay City News presents the

highlighting the very best 
our city has to offer!

Vote and be entered for 
a chance to win an iPad 
Mini, Broadway Tickets, 

and more!

2nd Annual Readers’ Choice 

Long Island City — Jackson Heights
2015 Best Gayborhood Nominees

BSA EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

Seats for Seniors & Parking for Pedalers
Fundraiser to Purchase 

Benches and Bike Racks 
for American Martyrs

Rain Date:
September 26th 2015

Jared Troop 153:
(718)-464-3797

September 19th

American Martyrs R.C. Church 
79-43 Bell Blvd Bayside 

$12 per vehicle any make or model!
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AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718-657-1562  |  718-739-6768  |  718-526-3626

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Established 1993     Licensed by New York State Education Department

EZ PAYMENT

PLAN AVAILABLE!

Jillian Pelc
516-708-2559
jpelc@nshs.edu

We are looking for people with lupus who are of black race or mixed 
black race to take part in a clinical research study called EMBRACE.

Lupus is more common – and often more severe – in people of black race  
compared with other racial groups.

For more information, please contact the 
study team.

The EMBRACE Study is trying to find out more 
about the safety and effectiveness of belimumab 
(Benlysta™), in this population. Belimumab is an 
approved treatment in several countries for adults 
with lupus. 

If you choose to take part, you will be asked to 
attend 16 clinic visits over the course of 1 year. 
You will be cared for by a team of experienced 
doctors and nurses, and study-related care and 
medication will be provided at no cost to you. 
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HARDWORKING  

NEW YORKERS
NOW HAVE THEIR
OWN NUMBER FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE

Plans are offered by affiliates of Healthfirst, Inc. 
©2015 HF Management Services, LLC. NYCP00433 XP15_87

1-844-HF-FOR-NY

Are you confused about health insurance? Unhappy with your current 

plan? Think you can’t afford a health plan? Let Healthfirst help answer your 

questions and find a plan that’s right for you. We offer access to top-rated 

health plans in NYC and Long Island, with coverage and benefits you 

deserve—whatever your age or income. Give us a call today and ask about 

our new options and benefits for hardworking New Yorkers like you! 

www.HF4NY.org
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 

Michael Michel, president 
 of the city’s dysfunctional 
Board of Elections, has been 
fined $10,000 after helping his 
daughter’s live-in boyfriend 
land a string of positions 
with the board. 

According to a three-page 
settlement released Sept. 10 
by the City’s Conflict of In-
terest Board, by awarding 
the positions, Michel was 
“indirectly benefiting [his] 
daughter financially with 
each promotion,” and must 
pay $10,000 to the COIB.

In April 2014 the board re-
quested that the Department 
of Investigations investigate 
Michel after a TimesLedger 
article alleged that Michel 
hired his daughter’s fiancé for 
a position at the BOE, accord-
ing to a DOI memorandum at-
tained through a Freedom of 
Information Law request

Michel, who is also the 
Queens Republican commis-
sioner of the BOE , was found 
to have helped his daughter’s 
boyfriend, Joseph Cintron, 
land a series of jobs at the 
Board of Elections. 

Cintron started working 
for the BOE in May 2013 in 
a temporary position, earn-
ing $24 per hour. According 
to the memorandum, Michel 
submitted Cintron’s resumé 
to BOE executive manage-
ment and wrote an email to 
the BOE Chief Financial Of-
ficer John Ward--who was 
later fired by the board for 
malfeasance--to confirm Cin-
tron’s hiring. At that time, 
Cintron was living with Mi-
chel’s daughter and their son 
in Michel’s Middle Village/
Maspeth apartment. 

About six months later, 
Cintron received a promotion 
to a permanent position as an 

administrative assistant at 
the Queens Voting Machine 
Facility. Michel recalled that 
he participated in the com-
missioners’ vote to promote 
Cintron during the executive 
session, and that prior to the 
vote, he had recommended 
Cintron’s promotion to BOE 
management to both the exec-
utive officer and the Queens 
Borough Office.

Two months later, shortly 
after registering a domestic 
partnership with Michel’s 
daughter, Cintron was pro-
moted yet again receiving an 
$8,000 salary upgrade.

Cintron’s rapid advance-
ment at the BOE did not go 
unnoticed. A number of com-
plaints were filed over his ir-
regular working hours and 
perceived special treatment 
due to his relationship with 
Michel. The DOI’s review of 
time records revealed that in 
2014 Cintron used a total of 
221 hours of leave. 

The BOE has long been 
a target for city good-gover-
nance groups and city watch-
dog agencies. Michel took 
the reins from Jose Miguel 
Araujo, the former Demo-
cratic president of the BOE, 
who was fined $10,000 him-
self for putting his wife on 
the agency’s payroll so their 
family could receive health 
insurance. 

In 2013, towards the end of 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion, the city Department of 
Investigation published an 
extensive report illustrating 
widespread nepotism, waste-
fulness and incompetency at 
the BOE, concluding that the 
agency should be transformed 
into a non-partisan entity. 
The report noted that lax hir-
ing procedures have led to at 
least 69 BOE employees work-
ing with relatives, including 
two commissioners. 

In 2014, soon after Mi-
chel had offered Cintron his 
second promotion, an indi-
vidual close to the borough’s 
Republican Party told the 
TimesLedger in 2014 that 
“this type of nepotism should 
never be allowed.” 

“Close to 10 percent of the 
staff at the Board of Elections 
is related to one another, 
which suggests significant 
problems in terms of nepo-
tism in hiring,” DOI Com-
missioner Mark Peters said 
while testifying in February 
about the report. MICHAEL MICHEL,

Boro BOE commish
fi ned for poor ethics 

New 7 station opens
Subway extension connects Flushing to far west side

Cutting the ribbon to open the new No. 7 station at 34th Street and 11th Avenue are Mayor  Bill de Blasio,  U.S. 
Sen. Chuck Schumer and MTA Chairman Tom Pendergast (all holding the scissors). The $2.4-billion extension of 
the Flushing line, which began passenger service Sunday, promises an easier commute for Queens residents 
working on the booming far west side of Manhattan. Photo by Michael Shain 

BY TOM MOMBERG

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
other city officials took the 
first ride on the 7 train from 
the new Hudson Yards station 
Sunday morning after an offi-
cial ribbon-cutting for the $2.4 
million project that now con-
nects Flushing and northwest 
Queens to the far west side of 
Manhattan.

 The special VIP train made 
a short round trip to the previ-
ous stop at Times Square and 
then delivered the brass back 
to the dramatic new station on 
11th Avenue and 34th Street.

 Taking the train line west, 
almost everyone still leaves 
the train at Times Square, but 
the mayor said the extension 
of the 7 line is going to help the 
whole city. He said the large 
new station could serve nearly 
57,000 riders a day by 2025, once 
the new 50-million-square-foot 
mixed-use Hudson Yards Park 
development is complete.

“This extension connects 
this extraordinary develop-
ment happening here—a 
whole new city being created 
within our city—with thou-
sands of jobs in neighborhoods 
like Flushing and in Central 
Queens, bringing people from 
those neighborhoods to the 

jobs here,” de Blasio said.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who 

has been going back and forth 
with de Blasio over how to 
fund the state Metropolitan 
Transit Authority’s five-year 
capital plan, did not attend the 
opening of the first new sub-
way station in 26 years.

De Blasio has defied the 
governor’s demands that the 
city pick up a bigger portion of 
the bill for the $32 billion plan, 
which calls for major vehicle 
and technology upgrades, but 
no major new investments in 
Queens.

And on Sunday, MTA 
Chairman Tom Prendergast, 
who asked the city to increase 
its share in funding following 
the derailment of the G train 
in Brooklyn last week, contin-
ued to push Cuomo’s agenda 
asking the city for a greater 
contribution.

Prendergast, a Cuomo ap-
pointee, said 80 percent of the 
MTA’s assets—which are con-
trolled by the state—are in the 
city. 

“And Mayor de Blasio, we 
appreciate your support of 
this project, but we need your 
help,” Prendergast said in his 
remarks under the new Hud-
son Yards station canopy.

De Blasio bit back, saying 

that 73 percent of the MTA’s 
funding comes from the city 
budget as well as tolls and 
fares paid by city residents.

“We are doing our fair 
share,” de Blasio said. “We 
want to see the federal gov-
ernment step up. We want to 
see the state government step 
up. For the good of all, let’s do 
this together—and we can re-
ally build the kind of future we 
need.”

The new station is almost 
cathedral-like compared to 
existing ones. Far west side 
resident Lisa Cousins said 
the new station is unlike any 
other transportation terminal 
in the city.

“The clean white retro style 
of the station kind of reminds 
me of ’60s ultra-modern archi-
tecture,” Cousins said. “Com-
ing down that long escalator is 
almost psychedelic—it’s kind 
of awesome.”

Cousins, who lives near 
37th Street and 10th Avenue 
and works at an office on 18th 
Street and 6th Avenue, said the 
new station cuts her commute 
time in half.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.
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WOODHAVEN — An elderly woman 
was scammed Sept. 9 by a couple into 
handing them $90,000 in cash in Wood-
haven, police said.  

The 80-year-old female victim was 
in front of 80-35 Jamaica Ave., near the 
Queens County Savings Bank, when 
she was approached by a woman in her 
40s, who then left in a Jeep Cherokee 
Latitude, according to police officials. 

Police said a woman asked the vic-
tim if she could help her cash a win-
ning lottery ticket. While discussing 
the issue, a man wearing a pink shirt 
and blue jeans approached the victim 
and helped explain what she had to do 
in order to help the woman.  

After the victim agreed to help, she 
withdrew $90,000 in cash and handed 
it to the suspects, police said.  

The suspects then drove the victim 
back to her house and asked her to pro-
duce a utility bill to prove that it was 

in fact her residence. When the victim 
came back out with  the paperwork, the 
suspects had fled, said police. 

Police describe the suspects as His-
panic. 

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:

PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. FEDERBUSCH, DPM
Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics

65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

SATURDAY HOURS HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

718-366-FEET / 718-366-3338
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

POLICE 

Blotter

Police released video images of two sus-
pects wanted in connection with scamming 
an elderly woman. Photos courtesy NYPD

Woodhaven victim conned for cash: Police

FAR ROCKAWAY — Two 15-year old 
boys were arrested Saturday in the 
shooting death of a teenage girl in Far 
Rockaway, police say. 

The two boys are each facing charg-
es of manslaughter, criminal posses-
sion of a weapon and tampering with 
physical evidence. 

Wilta Wordsworth, 15, was found 
Friday shot in the head in an apart-
ment on Collier Avenue near Beach 

22nd Street in the Far Rockaway, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

Emergency Medical Services trans-
ported her to St. John’s Hospital  where 
she died sometime early Saturday 
morning, according to cops.

A friend of Wordsworth’s said the 
shooting was the result of horseplay 
that got out of hand when one of the 
boys pulled out a gun to play with, ac-
cording to the New York Post.

Boys charged in shooting of Rockaway girl: Cops

WOODSIDE — A man stole $20  from 
a Woodside Laundromat Tuesday, ac-
cording to police. 

Police described the suspect as a 
Hispanic male who was last seen wear-
ing a baseball cap, white sneakers and 
black jeans. 

Police said the man pried open the 

front door to the Lung Fai Laundro-
mat, located at 58-07 Woodside Ave. 

According to the NYPD, he went be-
hind the counter and removed approxi-
mately $20 from a cash drawer. Then 
he brandished a knife when the owner 
went to confront him. The suspect then 
fled the location, said police. 

Man shortchanges Woodside Laundromat: NYPD

Police search for Bayside vitamin thief
BAYSIDE — Police were searching 

for a thief wanted for stealing vitamins 
last month from the Rite Aid pharmacy 
in Bayside, 43-20 Bell Blvd.

The suspect, who appeared in sur-
veillance footage to be a man, walked 
into the store and put a number of vita-
min supplements into a black and red 
duffle bag, police said.

When the suspect tried to exit the 
store, he was confronted by an employ-
ee. In a struggle between the alleged 
thief and the worker, the employee was 
overpowered and the suspect fled with 

the merchandise, according to the 
NYPD.

The employee refused any medical 
attention when police arrived.

The police did not release a descrip-
tion of the suspect they are looking for, 
but rather provided only photo stills 
from surveillance footage.

Anyone with information regard-
ing the incident or the identity of the 
suspect is being encouraged to call 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 800-
577-TIPS, which can be kept confiden-
tial.
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No  
monthly fee?  
No 
 fl ippin’ joke.

With TD Bank checking, 
all you need is a $100 
minimum daily balance. 
Really. That’s it. 
Just stop by your local 
TD Bank today.

 TD Bank, N.A. | No monthly fee with a $100 minimum daily balance 
in a TD Convenience CheckingSM account when enrolled in online statements 
only. Other transaction related fees may apply – see fee schedule.
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

At the Community Board 11 
meeting on Sept. 8, it was an-
nounced by CB11 that they re-
ceived a call informing them that 
the contract for the purchase of 
the Bayside Jewish Center had 
been signed by the School Con-
struction Authority. 

Also, as the community was 
not aware of, it was annouced that 
the city Department of Educa-
tion’s Panel for Educational Pol-
icy allocated $114 million for the 
purchase of the new school. As 
the expression goes, the train has 
left the station, look for it to pass 
the community by as they take 
the steps to put a school here. 

This shows that they have not 
respected us by informing us 
of their actions/steps along the 
way. It was also stated that our 

District 19 Councilman, Paul Val-
lone was not previously informed, 
although this has not been offi-
cially confirmed.

As I spoke to the community, 
I reiterated that we as a commu-
nity need to be diligent and, if 
necessary, vigilant and hold the 
SCA/DOE accountable and show 
that we count! We should be in-
formed ahead of time of their in-
tentions. They have some manda-
tory steps along the way as part 
of the process, such as the Traffic 
Study, to see the current traffic 
and determine if the additional 
traffic/congestion will cause 
any safety issues. We need to be 
briefed on the process and steps 
and be involved in the process as 
observers, rather than read about 
their studies after the fact. 

No. I do not trust the SCA, as 
they have removed any thread 
of trust by acting on their own 
without any regard for us. Please 
continue to inform the CB 11 office 
and Councilman Vallone of your 
concerns on this new high school.

To remind you, it was in June 
that Friends of Bayside High 
School provided an initial 3,200 
petitions (that grew to over 3,500) 
signed by residents, parents and 
students who live and/or attend 
school in Bayside, expressing 
opposition to any proposed con-
struction of a school or annex 
on the site of the Bayside Jewish 
Center (32nd Avenue between 
203rd and 204th streets).

David Solano
Bayside
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The opening of the No. 7 line’s new station on the 
far west side of Manhattan is the first good news 
from the MTA in too long.

Granted, the opening was delayed for nearly two 
years by technical problems with an escalator that 
resembles a funicular—and had a minor hiccup on 
its first outing. But the new stop at the end of the 7 
line near the Hudson Yards means a better commute 
for Queens straphangers because extra tracks were 
installed near the station to handle more trains.

The 1.5-mile extension will also carry people from 
Queens to thousands of jobs in the vibrant neighbor-
hood rising near the Hudson River waterfront.

The first station to be built since 1989 inspired 
some verbal sparring between MTA Chairman Tom 
Pendergast, a Gov. Cuomo appointee, and Mayor Bill 
de Blasio. The MTA chief used the occasion to prod 
de Blasio yet again to cough up more money for the 
agency’s capital plan, but the mayor said the city was 
already contributing its fair share.

After the G train derailed last week when a walk-
way inside the tunnel collapsed, Prendergast pressed 
de Blasio to send more money the MTA’s way.

Behind the rhetoric on both sides is a stark pic-
ture of the rapidly deteriorating transit system.

The Citizens Budget Commission reported last 
week that six of the city’s 10 worst subway stations 
in need of repair are in Queens. Of the 33 stations 
throughout the system that require serious rehabili-
tation, nearly half are in this borough. The commis-
sion concluded that at the current repair rate, all the 
stations would not be fixed up until 2067.

Riders of the subways and LIRR complain of over-
crowded trains, jammed platforms and frequent sig-
nal problems that delay service.

  Prendergast announced the federal government 
will provide $57 million to help insulate the subway 
system from future storm damage after the toll taken 
by Hurricane Sandy.  In fact, MTA officials also said 
the subway system still has not recovered and awaits 
many Sandy-related repairs.

On Sept. 2, a power failure hit the LIRR’s aging in-
frastructure during morning rush hour, stranding 
thousands of commuters in and out of Penn Station.  
It was Day Three of the US Open tennis tournament.

  It’s time to bury the politics and appoint a panel 
of independent transit referees to set realistic priori-
ties for repairs, funding and future projects.  We can 
already hear the howls, but the group should be giv-
en six months to come up with solid proposals for the 
state Legislature and the City Council to weigh.

The transit system is the lifeblood of our city.  We 
cannot afford to let it fail.

OFF THE RAILS

New school needs open-door policy
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READERS WRITE

Schools are open, but once 
again out-of-work, single-
income, poor, working and 
middle-class parents looking 
for reasonably priced clothing 
and educational supplies had 
to pay more. This is thanks to 
elected officials who believe 
they know what is best for you. 
Polls of ordinary New Yorkers 
continue year after year, and 
now decade after decade, to 
support the right of Walmart 
to open stores in Queens, 
Brooklyn, Bronx, Manhattan 
and Staten Island. 

Residents in the other 57 
counties outside of New York 
City within New York state 
have had the option of shop-
ping or not shopping at Wal-
mart for decades. The lastest 
August 2015 Quinnipac Poll 
results revealed that 55 per-
cent of New Yorkers support 
Walmart coming to New York 
City. In addition, 64 percent 
would shop at Walmart after 
opening and 54 percent of 

union households also sup-
port Walmart. The same is 
true for virtually every other 
city and state. Only New York 
City is behind the times.

City residents continue 
to be denied the opportunity 
to shop at Walmart due to 
excuses made by politicians 
such as Mayor Bill de Blasio, 
Comptroller Scott Stringer, 
City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito, Public Advo-
cate Letitia James and most 
members of the City Council 
along with numerous fellow 
liberal Democratic Party 
elected officials and their 
union allies. Many other 
Democratic state Assembly, 
state Senate and Congress 
members also oppose Wal-
mart opening stores within 
their respective legislative 
districts, boroughs or any 
place in New York City. They 
feel that we should oppose 
Walmart because of substan-
dard salaries and the unfair 

competition they pose against 
smaller stores.

Construction of a Walmart 
can provide work for construc-
tion contractors and their em-
ployees. Once opened, there 
are employment opportunities 
for many workers. Many New 
Yorkers—including students, 
housewives, heads of single-
family households, senior citi-
zens and others currently out 
of work along with 6 percent 
who have given up looking—
could find employment. The 
city would benefit by millions 
in sales, payroll and real-estate 
tax revenue which could help 
fund essential municipal ser-
vices that everyone desires.

Walmart is the nation’s 
largest private-sector em-
ployer, with over 1,200,000 
employees and growing each 
year. Tens of millions of 
Americans, including many 
fellow New Yorkers, own stock 
in Walmart. The same is true 
for the various retirement and 

pension plans many people 
participate in. Starting pay 
averages several dollars above 
the minimum wage for new 
employees around the nation. 
Promotional opportunities, 
including training for higher 
paying managerial positions, 
are common. They also offer 
health care and other benefits. 
Walmart may actually pay 
higher salaries and offer more 
benefits than some of their 
competitors such as Target, 
K-Mart, Costco and BJs which 
are already here.

Several hundred thousand 
New Yorkers work off the 
books, full- and part-time with 
no benefits. Many existing 
retailers pay minimum wage 
with no benefits. These same 
public officials opposing Wal-
mart never talk about these 
abuses.

The free enterprise sys-
tem made our nation great. 
Economic growth and the 
creation of wealth comes from 

businesses—small and large. 
Consumers shopping at Wal-
mart get a bigger bang for the 
buck by being able to compare 
prices, quality and service to 
other stores.

Many New Yorkers, poor, 
working-class, single-house-
hold, middl-class and seniors. 
can’t afford to pay extra. They 
need the great prices, good 
quality merchandise, afford-
able food, drugs and school 
supplies that Walmart offers.

Consumers have voted, 
with their feet, all over Amer-
ica making Walmart the No. 1 
retail merchant success story 
it is today. It is time to allow 
Wal mart the opportunity to 
compete in the NYC market-
place as well!

For those who are politi-
cally correct: Don’t shop at 
Walmart, but give everyone 
else a choice.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

I was appalled and dis-
tressed to read that scalp-
ers are trying to sell tickets 
 online to see the pope. Now 
an example on Craigslist is 
one person is offering a tick-
et for $2,500 and two tickets 
for $3,000 for the Central 
Park event, for which there 
were 40,000 pairs of tick-
ets given out via a lottery 
 system. These tickets were 
offered for these people to 
have a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to see the pope for 
free. 

I think greed knows no 
bounds. Furthermore, I 
believe this goes against 
everything Pope Francis 
stands for. As a Catholic and 
as a Grand Knight of St. An-
astasia Knights of Columbus 
Council #5911 in Douglas-
ton, I find this most disturb-

ing. Pope Francis is a beacon 
of light in a most troubling 
world and is concerned for 
all mankind. He wants to 
safeguard our world and to 
insure actions to be taken to 
protect our Earth from fur-
ther destruction which our 
creator has given us to live 
upon in true harmony.

These people who are try-
ing to sell these tickets do 
not understand what Pope 
 Francis is all about. I think 
these scalpers should atone 
for this most egregious sin 
by giving these tickets to 
the poor and those in great 
 spiritual pain. Now that 
would take a great leap 
of faith that I hope truly 
 happens.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

Profi ting from the Pope

Let city shoppers decide for themselves

DESIGNS ON THE MOVE

Two huge mosaics by Harlem artist Xenobia Bailey adorn the entrance to the new subway station at 11th 
Avenue and 34th Street, the first new subway stop in more than 25 years. Bailey is best known for her 
 eccentric crocheted hats based on African , Chinese and native American art. Photo by Michael Shain
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R
ecently, the 2016 presi-
dential campaign 
reached new levels of 
absurdity, with several 

Republican candidates de-
manding that the children of 
immigrants not receive Ameri-
can citizenship by birth. Birth-
right citizenship, enshrined in 
the Constitution by way of the 
Fourteenth Amendment and 
judicial interpretation, has 
been the law of the land since 
1868 and one of the earliest sig-
nificant achievements by the 
early Republican Party.

The weight of history and 
tradition, in normal times, 
should render birthright citi-
zenship inalienable. Indeed, 
every major country in the 
Americas, aside from Colom-

bia, Cuba and the Dominican 
Republic, has unconditional 
birthright citizenship.  Today, 
the world watches in disgust as 
the Dominican Republic, a na-
tion lacking this right, rounds 
up dark-skinned Dominicans 
suspected of Haitian roots for 
deportation to Haiti. Whether 
doing the same in the United 
States is even logistically pos-
sible, it is an ethical and moral 
quandary with an obvious an-
swer.

Such an absurd “solution” 
is a cynical and chauvinist 
argument that in essence, de-
mands we rethink one of the 
most basic tenants of this na-
tion’s existence in the name of 
a vastly overstated “threat.”

The citizenship clause of 
the Fourteenth Amendment is 
written in clear, unambiguous 
language:  “All persons born 
or naturalized in the United 
States, and subject to the ju-
risdiction thereof, are citizens 
of the United States and of the 
State wherein they reside.”  

Written before America had 

gained overseas possessions, 
or had seen large, nonwhite 
migrations or even affirmed 
universal suffrage for women 
and minorities, the authors of 
the amendment (all Republi-
cans) were clear in both their 
intent and framing of citizen-
ship in the United States.

Since its passage, citizen-
ship rights of African Ameri-
cans, native Americans and 
eventually Asian Americans 
were guaranteed by way of le-
gal precedent and legislation. 
Specifically, in United States 
v. Wong Kim Ark (1898), the 
Supreme Court ruled that a 
Chinese-American man, born 
to Chinese immigrants in Cal-
ifornia, was unconditionally a 
citizen. 

Critics of birthright citizen-
ship have derided the children 
of immigrants as “anchor ba-
bies,” or children born solely 
for cementing the families’ 
status in the United States. 
This is patently ridiculous, as 
a child must be 21 years old to 
sponsor their parents.

Note, of course, that the citi-
zenship of Hispanic persons is 
never in question during that 
debate, likely because just de-
cades earlier, the United States 
had forcibly seized California 
and much of the Southwest 
from Mexico and even then, 
could not fathom forcibly re-
patriating the people already 
living there. 

Furthermore, the claims 
that undocumented immi-
grants can collect Social Se-
curity or other benefits have 
been debunked many times. 
So-called birth tourism, the 
phenomenon of wealthy for-
eigners giving birth in U.S. 
hospitals, is a laughably small 
occurrence, with the Center for 
Health Care Statistics estimat-
ing 7,462 such births in 2008.

Despite the rhetoric, the re-
ality is that people emigrate, 
whether legally or otherwise, 
for work, not citizenship.  This 
is why illegal immigration 
from Mexico peaked in 2007, 
before falling off when jobs 
became scarce during the 

 recession.  
The United States has al-

ways prided itself on being a 
nation of immigrants and one 
that offers refuge to people 
who have fled war, famine 
and other hardship.  It is in 
the spirit of this virtue that 
the framers of the Fourteenth 
Amendment pushed to include 
this in the Constitution, to 
protect it from the actions of 
a future Congress, or confuse 
presidential candidates. This 
is perhaps why it’s disappoint-
ing that the presidential can-
didate who hails from Queens 
has led the racialized rhetoric 
against Asian and Hispanic 
immigrants.

It remains to be seen if the 
Republican party can still call 
itself the “Party of Lincoln,” 
while demanding the abolish-
ment of the key policy achieve-
ment that he and his fellow 
Republicans had defended, 
even demanded, that South-
ern states affirm before being 
allowed to rejoin the United 
States.

D
o yourself—and your 
soul—a favor. Hop on 
the 7 train and go to the 
last stop in Manhattan, 

the brand-spanking-new one: 
34th Street-Hudson Yards.

You will emerge into the 
station and, I guarantee you, 
grin. Everyone does. I spent 
Sunday, opening day, just 
watching people get off the 
train and smile like they’d 
landed in Disney World. 

It’s not just that the place 
is so new and big and bright. 
It’s not just the amazing 
“inclinator”—an elevator that 
glides up and down an incline 
like something out of “Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory.” It’s 
not even the fact that there’s 
no gum on the floor, or trash 

on the tracks. I didn’t even see 
a rat—which was kind of dis-
orienting. Like, “Am I still in 
New York?”

But that’s the point: This 
is very much New York. And 
maybe the optimism it engen-
ders is the fact that our city 
(and state) made something 
this magnificent happen. 

You see, without exactly ar-
ticulating it, a troubling notion 
had taken root in the back of 
my mind, and possibly yours, 
that New York’s civic glory 
days were over. Yes, we could 
build the Freedom Tower, but 
look how long it took. Look at 
how different it ended up from 
the original design. 

Yes, we built two baseball 
stadiums recently, but those 
were… baseball stadiums. 

And then suddenly the 
MTA unveils a transit hub that 
opens up a whole swath of pre-
viously no-man’s-land Man-
hattan, like the Golden Spike 
opening up the Wild West. And 
it does this with a station as 
uplifting as a cathedral.

“It’s a point for urban equal-

ity,” said Alex Restrepo, an ac-
ademic advisor at LaGuardia 
Community College, taking an 
opening day stroll through the 
newness. 

“It’s also built on a usable 
scale,” added Michael Rohdin, 
an administrator of under-
graduate studies at John Jay 
College. Unlike, say, the 72nd 
and Broadway Station, an ex-
press stop with just enough 
platform space for a ballerina 
to slide past a supermodel 
if neither of them has eaten 
breakfast. The Hudson Yards 
stop is vast. The platform is 
wide, but it almost feels as if 
the stairways are wider still. 

“And there are many 
entrances between the sta-
tion and the mezzanine, so 
there won’t be so many choke 
points,” piped up Leo Wagner, 
a 14-year-old train buff visit-
ing with his mom from Wash-
ington, D.C.

The train buffs were out in 
force, of course, all of them ec-
static. “I actually got chills—
and not just because of the air 
conditioning,” said 17-year-

old Jovan Griffith, a senior at 
Northeastern Academy in In-
wood, taking photos. (He was 
right—the A.C. was working 
on the platform. Amazing!) 

“I like the design, the walls, 
the lighting — everything,” 
said an equally effusive Vin-
cent LaFaro, a CVS customer 
service rep from Brooklyn. 
His friend Veniece Campbell 
had come in from Yonkers to 
exult in the new station. 

“It’s historic!” she said, 
promising she’ll be back soon.

Then again, she has to be. 
She’s a train operator, and on 
Thursday her run starts at 
that station.

Outside on one of the new 
benches facing the new grass 
that looks about as natural 
as a Starbucks in the Sahara, 
retired Domino Sugar worker 
Robert Shelton sat basking in 
the sun, and pride. “My daugh-
ter’s an electrician,” he said. 
“She helped to construct this.” 

This is a daughter who 
went to electricians’ school 
only after her parents begged 
the administration to let her 

in. It was a Downtown Brook-
lyn trade school that only ac-
cepted certain students. 

“You had to have been 
on welfare, an ex-offender, 
or a drug addict to go to the 
school,” Shelton explained. 
His daughter wasn’t any of 
those, but that’s the school her 
family had heard about in the 
Roosevelt Houses, and that’s 
where she wanted to go. Her 
parents did, too.

“So we took off from work 
and fought for her to go to 
school there,” recalls Shelton. 
“We said, ‘We pay taxes. Let 
her in.’ ” And the school did.

Now, 30-something years lat-
er, she’s worked on everything 
from Bloomberg headquarters 
to the city’s newest gem. 

“I am so happy to be here 
today,” said her dad. 

See? This station is going 
to make a lot of us happy for a 
long time. 

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker and the author and 
founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids. 

COLUMNS

Citizenship by birth is still an inalienable right

A new subway station to make you smile
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

New Voices
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V
iolence or civil disobe-
dience? That has been 
the perennial question 
facing the Civil Rights 

movement, which has evolved 
into the “Black Lives Matter” 
crusade.

I recently watched “The 
Great Debaters,” an inspiring 
tale of a 1935 debate team from 
an all-black college in Texas 
that beats Harvard in a dra-
matic test of intellect, oratory 
and the ability to shape opin-
ion through language.

At the end of the film, one 
African-American debater 
opens and closes with this: “In 
Texas, they lynch Negroes… I 
have two choices: Violence or 
civil disobedience. You should 

pray I choose the latter.”
I was thinking of this scene 

recently as the vexing problem 
of racial injustice continues to 
plague our country, 80 years 
after the “Great Debaters.” 
Two incidents in the news 
involving African-American 
men who graduated from Har-
vard illustrates how far we 
still need to go to repair the 
ills our country has visited on 
African-Americans.

Carey Gabay, a top attor-
ney in the Cuomo administra-
tion, was badly injured by a 
stray bullet while he was with 
friends on a Saturday night, 
right before the West Indian 
American Day Carnival Pa-
rade. He was caught in the 
crossfire between two gangs. 
Gabay, a 43-year-old whose 
background and commitment 
to public service was an inspi-
rational immigrant tale, was 
yet another victim of our inad-
equate gun control laws.

How, in 2015 in New York 
City, could rival gangs possi-

bly be allowed to shoot at one 
another? Hasn’t New York be-
come the safest large city and 
haven’t we finally solved the 
problem of random shootings 
that plagued the city in the 
1970s and ’80s?

Apparently not. 
What to do? We need to 

empower the NYPD to aggres-
sively get guns off our streets. 
But doesn’t that necessitate 
using the tactic of “Stop, Ques-
tion, and Frisk” more often? 
Probably. Therein lies the rub.

New York’s aggressive po-
licing tactics have come under 
scrutiny recently, and as a re-
sult the frisking of many peo-
ple has dropped dramatically. 
Would aggressive policing 
on Bedford Avenue the night 
Carey Gabay was shot have 
protected him? Probably. 

Fast forward one week and 
we see the perils of aggressive 
policing in another incident in-
volving an African-American 
Harvard graduate—this time 
in broad daylight in Midtown 

Manhattan. James Blake, once 
a top-seeded tennis player, was 
thrown to the ground by a plain-
clothes officer who mistakenly 
identified Blake as a suspect in 
an identity-theft ring.

The video graphically il-
lustrates the use of excessive 
force. Fortunately, Blake did 
not suffer the same fate as Eric 
Garner, the asthmatic man 
whose crime of selling loose 
cigarettes on a Staten Island 
street tragically ended in his 
death after police used exces-
sive force to subdue him.

What are the lessons in all 
this? First, strong and mea-
sured policing is necessary to 
continue to make New York a 
safe place. Second, the NYPD 
must be allowed to aggres-
sively attack areas that have 
street gangs to ensure they do 
not have gunfights that can 
lead to tragedies like Gabay’s. 
Third, excessive force must be 
curtailed; the NYPD should 
have a zero tolerance policy 
here. The officer who tackled 

Blake had two pending com-
plaints against him for exces-
sive force. He should not have 
been on the street in that iden-
tity-theft sting.

On a more macro level, we 
need to realize that even Afri-
can-American men like Blake 
and Gabay, both graduates of 
one of the most prestigious 
universities in the land, are 
not immune to random vio-
lence and improper policing.

Blake was gracious in tak-
ing calls of apology from the 
mayor and the police commis-
sioner. He did, however, right-
ly express his belief that the 
police officer who threw him 
to the ground should no longer 
be on the street.

How should we react to 
these incidences of excessive 
force against minorities? As 
the “great debater” said in 
1935: We could choose violence 
or civil disobedience.

Let’s pray that those who 
are victims of injustice con-
tinue to choose the latter.

COLUMNS

Lessons we can learn from a long-simmering debate

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
“Walking for Wellness,” 

a weekly walk organized by 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-
Hollis), has grown from 12 
participants  to 50. The walk 
and exercise routine takes 
place across different parks 
every Saturday in southeast 
Queens.

City Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) and Ali-
cia Hyndman, the Democratic 
candidate for the state Assem-
bly seat previously held by 
William Scarborough, have 
joined the walks with Comrie 
and residents. 

Comrie said the goal of the 
walks is to put the community 
on track to healthier lifestyles 
through regular exercise. 

Residents cheered Comrie 
on while they were engaged 
in interactive programming, 
which has in previous weeks 
included wellness presen-
tations, yoga, Zumba and 
stretching warm-ups.

According to Comrie’s of-
fice, one in four adults gets 
no physical exercise and 
one in five are obese. Being 

overweight increases risks 
for heart disease and other 
problems—especially diabe-
tes, which affects 10 percent of 
adults in southeast Queens  . 

On Sept. 5, retired New 
York Knicks player John Wal-
lace joined the wellness walk 

at Roy Wilkins Park to moti-
vate residents to continue a 
healthy regimen.

 “Anytime you are able to 
do something—it always feels 
good to do good. I try to stay in 
shape to beat my two sons at 
basketball.  That’s my goal.”  

 Miller , who co-sponsored 
the event, said the mission is 
to make southeast Queens the 
healthiest community in the 
city.

 “I applaud Senator Com-
rie for advancing that mission 
and having John Wallace join 

us. True wellness requires 
commitment and John is a 
testament to a lifetime of this 
dedication and health,” Miller 
said.

Comrie said he has strug-
gled with his weight and is 
committed to tackling the 
problem both for his own 
health, and for that of the com-
munity he represents. 

“Participating in the sena-
tor’s walk motivates me to 
start back my personal plans 
to walk in the fall,” said Doro-
thy Harvey, a Queens Village 
resident. “Walking makes the 
body feel better and is better 
than a pill.”

The next three walks are 
scheduled for an 8:30 a.m. 
meet-up at the following loca-
tions:

Saturday, Sept. 19: Laurel-
ton West Playground, 238th 
Street and 120th Avenue

Saturday, Sept. 26: Cun-
ningham Park, Union Turn-
pike and 196th Place

Saturday, Oct. 3: St. Albans 
Park, Merrick Boulevard and 
Sayers Avenue

Walking for Wellness, a health initiative led by state Sen. Leroy Comrie, is scheduling three more walks like this 
one at Roy Wilkins Park in Jamaica.  Sadef Kully

Wellness walk gains traction across parks

Uncle Jack

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary turned the tragic and sad times of my brother, 
dad and uncle into memories of happy times.

“As a Detective for the New York City Police Department, I can 
appreciate the work you do for those in need. Throughout the years 
our family has been blessed with your unique end-of-life care. Not 
once… or twice… but three different times. My brother Tom. My 
dad. And then my Uncle Jack, both in The Bronx and Brooklyn. Each 
time your doctors, nurses, cancer care technicians… in fact your 
entire staff… relieved their horrendous physical pain from cancer. At 
the same time, you also relieved our entire family’s emotional pain. 
All of the family and friends would visit – around the clock – talking, 
laughing, and reminiscing. Once we even had our Thanksgiving 
Dinner there. During those final days of their lives, you helped us all 
bring back the happy times. When I talk to people about Calvary, I tell 
them when you walk through those doors, life doesn’t end. Life goes 
on. We’ll never forget what you meant to us. Thank you, Calvary.”

 – Detective Joe Hall

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Me & Dad

My Brother Tom
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BY BILL PARRY

The man behind a 
borough icon will have a 
street co-named for him 
if Community Board 4 
gets its way. 

The street outside The 
Lemon Ice King of Co-
rona, at 108th Street and 
Corona Avenue, would be 
called “Peter Benfaremo 
Way,” if the City Council 
approves it, following a 
unanimous vote in sup-
port of the motion by CB 
4 last week.

“It was pretty cut and 
dried,” CB 4 District Man-
ager Christian Cassagnol 
said. “It was the fastest 
approval I can remember.
Benfaremo’s father, Ni-
cola, opened the Italian 
ice shop back in 1944, but 
it was Peter who ran the 
shop for decades until he 
died in 2008. The request 
for the street co-naming 
came from current co-
owner of the shop, Vin-
cent Barbaccia, a distant 
relative of Benfaremo’s.

“I was a little sur-
prised that it passed so 
easily. I figured there 
would be more red tape 
and bureaucracy,” Bar-
baccia said. “But he defi-
nitely deserved it. The 

man was so well-known 
and did so much for this 
neighborhood, like hir-
ing generations of kids 
from the surrounding 
blocks. That vote was a 
real slam dunk.”

The Lemon Ice King 
of Corona went from two 
flavors of Italian ice to 
36 over the decades and 
it became a Queens in-
stitution drawing sports 
fans from Shea Stadium, 
and then Citi Field, as 
well as the US Open. The 
shop itself was featured 
in the opening credits of 
the TV sitcom “The King 
of Queens.”

Barbaccia started 
working in the store, lo-
cated at 52-02 108th St., as 
a 14-year-old. “He lived 
in the neighborhood his 
entire life and raised 
his family here, he loved 
it here right up until he 
died right upstairs,” he 
said of Peter Benfaremo. 
“It’s more than fitting 
that the street will bear 
his name.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Ice King owner 
to be honored
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	�����*�	������
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�
and maintain $100,000 or more in combined balances1.  

A section of 108th Street will be co-named for Peter 
Benfaremo, the longtime owner of The Lemon Ice King of 
Corona. Courtesy of Hidden New York
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

After the congregation at 
Masjid Ar-Rahman, a mosque 
in Queens Village, grew from 
just under a hundred people 
to thousands of Muslims from 
across the borough over the 
years, it decided to rebuild to 
accommodate its robust par-
ish.

Masjid Ar-Rahman at 211th 
Street in Queens Village went 
from a tiny rectangular build-
ing to a massive two-story 
mosque with the capacity to 
accommodate nearly 800 pa-
rishioners.

The new mosque will fea-
ture a large prayer area on 
both floors for up to 350 parish-
ioners at a time; bathrooms 
on each floor; a kitchenette; 
elevators for the elderly and 
women with children; an of-
fice; a study area for children 
learning the recitation of the 
Islamic holy book, Quran; and 
a flower and vegetable garden. 

Colored glass windows and 
arabesque tile design will sur-
round the dome, which has yet 
to be constructed. 

Mohammed Nazar Mus-

tafa, founding member and 
president of Masjid Ar-Rah-
man, described the entrance 
as “clean and modern.”

“We gave a great relation-
ship with the community, the 
105th Precinct, the civic asso-

ciations and our neighbors,” 
Mustafa said. 

He added that the second 
floor can be used for smaller 
events such as funeral and 
memorial services, wedding 
ceremonies, and family and 

community events. 
“Regardless of our faith, we 

want to give back to the com-
munity, so we have planned 
for a soup kitchen as well,” he 
said. 

Mustafa pointed out that 

his board will appoint up to 
two imams, religious leaders, 
for services after a rigorous 
academic background check. 

“We expect a degree with 
vast experience, competence, 
but they must be a citizen or 
resident of this country,” he 
said about the future religious 
leaders. The board will start 
their search after the con-
struction is completed.  

In 1998, Masjid Ar-Rahman 
started out in a home on 171st 
Street in Jamaica and then 
moved to 212th Street. It out-
grew its space again and then 
they decided to renovate. 

The expansion and reno-
vation costs an estimated $1.5 
million and it took a couple of 
years for the mosque board to 
have the funds collected and to 
begin the construction. 

“All in all, we have a lot 
to be thankful for,” he said. 
“This shows Islam in its true 
glory, love for all.”

The completion of the 
mosque’s construction will be 
celebrated with a large grand 
opening set for August 2016 
after the Muslim fasting holy 
month of Ramadan. 

A mosque under construction on 211th Street will be one of the largest mosque in the southeast Queens. It is 
set to be completed in October 2016.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Mosque rebuilds after parish size increases 

SAFE T Y F IRS T 

ME ANS 

 AC T ING FAS T.

Nothing is more important than your safety. So if you 
smell a gas leak, or see a downed power line or steam 
from a Manhattan manhole, call 911, 1-800-75-CONED 
(1-800-752-6633) or your local utility immediately. 
You can even do it anonymously. For more information, 
visit conEd.com.
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Mayor Bill de Blasio, who has been 
working to improve the city’s educa-
tion system, delivered an “equity and 
excellence” speech at a Bronx school 
Wednesday, in which he announced at 
least two major efforts.

First, de Blasio is setting an initia-
tive to give every public school student 
access to computer science education 
within the next 10 years. 

The program, Computer Science for 
All: Fundamentals for Our Future, is 
intended to aid in reaching a goal the 
mayor set forth in 2014’s State of the 
City address—moving public school 
graduates into the city’s growing tech-
nology jobs sector.

Tech jobs grew by 57 percent be-
tween 2007 and 2014, according to the 
city Office of Strategic Partnerships, 
and de Blasio said graduates of city 
schools should be prepared to work in 
the tech sector or seek higher educa-
tion in the field.

Fewer than 5 percent of city stu-
dents currently have computer science 
classes, the mayor said.

De Blasio is investing in an $81 mil-
lion public and private partnership 

between the city Foundation for Com-
puter Science, the Robin Hood Founda-
tion and the AOL Charitable Founda-
tion, along with the Fund for Public 
Schools.

Even if students choose not to enter 
the technology field, de Blasio said that 
by learning computer code, robotics, 

web design and other tools, students 
can be better prepared to use technol-
ogy in many fields, which would help 
foster creative and critical thinking, 
problem solving and teamwork.

Additionally, de Blasio announced 
in his speech he would be piloting a 
new guidance program in two of the 

DOE’s most needy districts starting 
next school year—District 7 in the 
South Bronx and District 23 in Central 
 —to hire, promote and train what he 
called “single shepherds.”

The “single shepherd” would be a 
person who could serve as a life coach, 
guidance counselor and career and 
higher education adviser for individu-
al students, to stick with each student 
starting in those two school districts, 
from sixth grade through senior year. 

“The same individual, who year af-
ter year can help set goals and overcome 
obstacles; the same person that can of-
fer moral support when you are down; 
someone that can help you choose 
the right high school and remind you 
when your financial aid forms are due; 
the person who knows you and cares 
about you,” is how de Blasio described 
the “single shepherd.” He also said that 
far too many public school children do 
not have someone, such as a parent, 
serving that role for them.

Reach reporter Tom Momberg by e-
mail at tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Mayor de Blasio is proposing to give every city school student access to a computer.  
Courtesy of Mayor's office/Demetrius Freeman

Mayor wants students to learn computer science
De Blasio delivers education address, prepares public school kids for technology careers

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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SAVE
$100*

BEST SCHOOL YEAR EVER

©2015 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College 
Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark 
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GET OFF TO A GREAT START 
WITH HELP FROM HUNTINGTON

Make this your best school year yet! 
Huntington has helped students K-12 
improve their grades, academic skills, 
���������	��	�
���	�������	���	��

• TUTORING

• TEST PREP

TEST PREP

TUTORING

Personalized Attention. 
Proven Results. 

WHEN YOU CALL 
BEFORE 11/30/15*

1.800.CAN.LEARN

BAY RIDGE
���������� 

BRONX
�����������

CARLE PLACE
������������
FLUSHING
�����������

LYNBROOK
�����������

MANHASSET
������������

MANHATTAN
������������

PARK SLOPE
������������

There’s no evidence that shows a link between credit 
reports and job performance. That’s why NYC made 
it illegal to use credit reports in employment decisions. 
Let’s grow New York businesses and workforces with 
fairness and equal opportunity for all. 

Learn how the law affects you 
at nyc.gov/humanrights or by calling 311.

*Oil prices as of August 2015. Additional terms and conditions may apply. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2015 Petro. P_15550

Oil  |  Heating  |  Cooling  |  Duct Cleaning

petro.com petro mobile connect on

HEATING OIL
SAVE NOW

Call for special offers! 877.358.2186

•  Oil prices at  
near 5-year lows*

•  Ultra Low Sulfur  
Bioheat/Fuel

•  24/7 service and  
support in any weather
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BY GABRIEL ROM

After receiving complaints about 
sanitary conditions on the Long Is-
land Expressway underpasses on 74th 
and 80th streets, City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley, (D-Middle Village) 
along with the state Department of 
Transportation, pledged to clean the 
area marred by nesting pigeons and 
debris.

In 2011, after a push from Crowley, 
spikes were placed underneath the 
trestles to deter pigeons from congre-
gating. When the problem was not com-
pletely eliminated, Crowley called on 
the DOT to act further, and in recent 
weeks the agency started installing 
wooden planks along the underside of 
the bridges, blocking the areas from 
birds looking to roost. This is intended 
to keep debris from the road and side-
walk completely.  

“Pedestrians going to and from PS 
58, Maspeth High School, Elmhurst 
Park, Grand Avenue and more walk 
under these elevated platforms every 

day. Keeping this underpass clean 
from pigeon droppings was a constant 
battle, but once complete, this project 
will give our residents the clean side-
walks and healthy space they deserve,” 
Crowley said. 

BY GABRIEL ROM
 

Participatory Budgeting is return-
ing to Elizabeth Crowley’s (D-Middle 
Village) Council District 30. Residents 
of Middle Village, Maspeth, Glendale, 
northwest Woodhaven, much of Ridge-
wood and some of Woodside have start-
ed the process of deliberating over how 
to best distribute the $1 million allo-
cated to their communities. The first 
of a series of  scheduled participatory 
budgeting neighborhood meetings was 
held on Sept. 10, with more to follow in 
the coming weeks.

“This year, I am able to bring Par-
ticipatory Budgeting to my constitu-
ents and give them insight into the 
often lengthy and sometimes very ex-
pensive city budgeting process. This 
will provide a forum for active engage-
ment between residents and myself to 
decide on capital projects, and calls for 
the participation of every community 

member,” Crowley said.
The eight-month participatory 

budgeting process begins with neigh-
borhood assemblies, where residents 
can present and discuss ideas in their 
early stages.

Later in the fall, those interested in 
moving forward with their ideas will 
meet with the councilwoman’s staff to 
facilitate discussions with city agen-
cies and nail down how much a project 
would cost.

Crowley hopes to do a project in 
each neighborhood, and a series of 
public meetings will be hosted in each 
community. “We want the district’s 
participation,” Crowley said. “This 
budgeting process is by the commu-
nity, for the community.”

Voting will occur over a one week 
period in early spring. The remaining 
assemblies will be held at various loca-
tions throughout Crowley’s district be-
tween Sept. 19 and Oct. 7.

BY BILL PARRY

Queens Library has launched the 
bidding process for the expansion of 
its East Elmhurst branch that will add 
4,000 square feet of space. The library, 
at 95-06 Astoria Blvd., has 7,500 square-
feet.

“This will be a phased construction 
so we won’t have to close until the very 
end,” Queens Library spokeswoman 
Joanne King said. “The City Depart-

ment of Design and Construction ex-
pects it will take about three years to 
complete the expansion project.”

The City purchased an adjoining va-
cant lot several years ago and planned 
for a new facade, a teen community 
meeting room, an outdoor reading pa-
tio, an atrium with a skylight and a 
Cyber Center. The branch’s teen space 
will be expanded as well.

The library was last renovated in 
2009.

Elizabeth Crowley talking with a construc-
tion worker at a Long Island Expressway un-
derpass. Courtesy of Elizabeth Crowley's office

East Elmhurst library to expand

Crowley begins budgeting 

LIE gets upgradesDo you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

Greater Astoria Historical Society
35-20 Broadway, 4th Floor, Long Island City, NY 11106

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:  
www.facebook/steinwaymansion | 718-278-0700 | astorialic@gmail.com

The Greater Astoria Historical Society &  
The Friends of Steinway Mansion invite you:

Monday, September 21 at 6:30pm 
at the Greater Astoria Historical Society

1. A lecture and exhibit on the Steinway Settlement as it was in the 
time of William Steinway (1890s); an acknowledgement to our 
summer interns for their research into this project.

2. An opportunity for the principals behind the ‘Steinway Conserva-
tory’ to present their plans for the mansion to the community

3. An open conversation with the community about the mansion and 
its future.

SPOTLIGHT ON 
STEINWAY
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We offer  a variety of 

advanced therapies 

Including:

Bio-Engineered Skin 

Therapy -- The latest 

biotechnology for wound 

care improves the healing 

rates especially when 

combined with standard 

treatments. 

Medihoney -- A medical 

grade honey-based dressing 

for the management of 

wounds and burns. 

V.A.C.® Therapy™ – 

therapeutic technique using 

a vacuum dressing and 

negative pressure to 

promote healing.

For more information on the 

Wound Care Center or to 

schedule an appointment, call 

718-670-4542

The Wound Care Center at Flushing 
Hospital is a state-of-the-art outpatient unit that 
provides specialized treatment for patients who 
suffer from non-healing or chronic wounds.

The six-bed unit currently boasts a success rate 
of 90%, which is above the national average.

You may be a candidate for wound care if you 
are suffering from a chronic or non-healing 
wound resulting from:

The More You Heal • The Better You Feel

www.�ushinghospital.org
4500 Parsons Blvd., Flushing, N.Y. 11355
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Congregating for an open-air baptism

This was the sign on Queens Boulevard inviting passers-by to join in. 

The Rock Church asked parishioners from its two affiliated churches in 
Manhattan and Long Island to attend.  

For some it was a fun day, but for others the baptism ritual was an 
 intense spiritual experience. 

The mass baptism is an annual event for the Rock Church, which took over the former Elmwood Theatre, a 
Golden Age movie palace, seven years ago. 

This young woman vamped for the camera in the moment before she was immersed in the 
pool by two church elders.

Two large swimming pools were needed to accommodate Sunday’s open-air baptism on Queens Boulevard for 
as many as a thousand members of The Rock Church in Elmhurst. 

Photos by Michael Shain
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SECURITY GUARD TRAINING
Become a NY State Certifi ed Security Guard Today!

8 HR. Pre-assignment
16 HR. on the Job Training

Fireguard Prep
IDC - (Instructor Development Course)

F80 Coordinator of Fire Safety & Alarm Systems
OSHA

54-06 Myrtle Ave., 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

168-25 Jamaica Ave.,
Jamaica, NY 11432

718-609-1674
Accessible by

and Q24, Q56

Accessible by

and Q58, Q55, B52, B26, B54

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING

Day and Evening Courses
Experienced Instructors
JOB Assistance Provided
Se Habla Espanol

INSTRUCTORS
WANTED

Your Future Starts NOW!

BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN
JOB AND CAREER
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Taking in the sights at the US Open

Flavia Pennetta was half the all-Italian final, then retired from the game minutes after win-
ning her first US Open title. 

Former Mayor David Dinkins, who did more than any other public official to keep the US 
Open in New York in the 1990s, listens on a headset that carries in-stadium commentary.

Serena Williams' mother, Oracene Price Williams, does not look pleased as she watches her 
daughter play at the Open. 

Serena Williams, shown here in her fourth-round victory against Madison Keys, had her 
quest for a 22nd Grand Slam title cut short in the semifinals by Italian Roberta Vinci.

Yankees' star Alex Rodriguez shows up courtside in Queens on one of his rare days off from 
his job in the Bronx.

The wait for the doors to open at Arthur Ashe Stadium for the nightly session could be a 
hot, crowded affair.

Photos by Robert Cole
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COME DRESSED AS YOUR FAVORITE 80’’S CHARACTER!!!!  
COSTUME CONTEST & PRIZE GIVE AWAYS 

† 
CCOMPLIMENTARY BUFFET / DRINK SPECIALS ALL NIGHT  

† 
$20 COVER / MUSIC BY DJ NAROTIC 

 
101 CITY ISLAND, BRONX NY 10464 TEL 718-885-2570 

SCAVELLO’’S ON THE ISLAND  
PRESENTS…. 

FREESTYLE FRIGHT FEST  
FRIDAY OCTOBER 30, 2015 

DOORS OPEN @8PM 
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 09/18/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLU
TAX
TAG

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'09 INFINITI G37x

52k miles, Stk#1255

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR 
FIND A

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE    
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Dodge Gr Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $12,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 43k 17044 $14,750
 2013 Mercedes C300, 47k 16502 $19,995 

$8,995
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 09/18/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

US 
X & 
GS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

E FROM ON OUR LOT!

CLOSE LATEDEAL
W

E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
  

 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $3,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $5,995
� ����� ����	
��	���
���������� ������� $6,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2014 Mazda 3, 55k 15906 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995 
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Honda CRV, 57k 13914 $14,995
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

$14 ,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 DODGE SPRINTER

58k miles, Stk#15079

$31,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS
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New York CIty, meet the Peo-
ple’s Pope!

Septuagenarian superstar 
Pope Francis will receive a 
rock star’s welcome when he 
disembarks “Shepherd One” 
at John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport next week 
(likely lugging his own bag), 
as part of a three-city apos-
tolic trek to the East Coast, fea-
turing a 40-hour spirit around 
Gotham that would leave Bat-
man breathless. 

Soon after landing, the 
78-year-old pontiff — the 
fourth Pope to visit the U.S. — 
will hold a prayer service at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral. The next 
day he will speak at the United 
Nations, visit a Harlem school, 
and conduct services at the 
9-11 Memorial and Museum. 

Then it’s off to meet the 
adoring masses selected by lot-
tery in a procession through 
Central Park on his way to 
Madison Square Garden to 
lead a Mass using a high-

backed chair. Outside the 
venue spectators can admire a 
20-story mural of His Holiness 
commissioned by the Diocese 
of Brooklyn.

Jessica Amato, a seventh 
grade English teacher at Wil-
liam McKinley Intermedi-
ate School in Bay Ridge, was 
among the tens of thousands of 
New Yorkers thrilled to snag 
a pair of coveted tickets to the 
procession.

“It’s a very special opportu-
nity to see the Pope because 
he is a progressive, posi-
tive person who is for 
the people,” she said.

The icing on 
Amato’s cake was a 
huge “Pope” cookie 
she bought from Ar-
tuso Pastry Shop in the 
Bronx.

“I made a pilgrimage to 
the bakery especially for the 
papal treat,” she added of the 
super-sized confection frosted 
with a picture-perfect image of 
Francis. 

Even New Yorkers un-
able to score a freebie were in 
seventh heaven.

“Just to know that the Holy 
Father is in town and that I 
am in the same air space as him 
is good enough for me,” said 
Brooklyn resident Lucia Wells, 
who plans to take the day off 
and catch all the action on cable 
television’s Pope channel.

The popular pontiff, who 
drives a 1984 Renault and 
rails against global warm-
ing and consumerism, has 
gained worldwide fans of all 
stripes and faiths since his 
March 2013 inauguration as 
head of the Catholic Church, 
Bishop of Rome, Sovereign of 

Vatican City, and champion 
of the poor.

“I am a sinner,” he told 
some of his first audiences 
with his trademark pastoral 
style.

Francis has baptized the 
babies of single mothers and 
installed showers at the Vat-
ican for the homeless, with 
whom he sometimes sits down 
to a meal. He commemorated 
the Holy Thursday Mass of 
the Last Supper by wash-
ing the feet of inmates at the 
same Roman prison that Pope 
St. John Paul II visited in 1983 

to forgive his attempted mur-
derer, Mehmet Ali Agca. 

The Pope will stay at the 
official residence of the Holy 
See mission on the Upper East 
Side. He has requested wa-
ter and bananas in his room, 
and spartan meals of fish, 
chicken, and white rice. 

Community News Group 
and New York Community Me-
dia extends its best wishes to 
Pope Francis, and sincerely 
hopes the Holy Father ventures 
across the Brooklyn Bridge and 
into Queens and the Bronx on 
his next visit!

Thursday, Sept. 24

pm.

Friday, Sept. 25

-
lem, 4 pm. 

Saturday, Sept. 26

Visit www.Popefrancisvisit.com for updates.

The sun is still fast asleep when 
Pope Francis arises every 

furnished room at St. Martha’s 
House, adorned with a cruci-
fix, a statue of St. Joseph, an 
icon of St. Francis, and an im-
age of Our Lady of Luján — the 
Argentinian patron saint. 

The Vatican guesthouse lo-

cated behind a gas station next 
to St. Peter’s Basilica is where 
the monk-like priest — who 
has said, “How I would like a 
church that is poor and for the 
poor” — chooses to live and 
eat, instead of at the opulent, 
1,000-room Apostolic Palace, 
the official papal residence.

paced, and Francis completes 

what some of us would con-
sider a half-day’s work before 
breakfast at 8 am. He prays 
and meditates for several 
hours before leading a morn-
ing Mass at the residence for 
staffers. Ofttimes they are im-
provised services, where Vat-
ican bankers rub shoulders 
with garbage collectors.  

After the Mass, Francis 

walks silently to the back pews 
of the chapel to kneel and pray 
with the people, while everyone 
else remains seated. He then 
greets the attendees, one by one. 
Throughout the day the Pope 
may host a delegation of for-
eign bishops, greet a faith-based 
group, or welcome official visi-
tors, in addition to conducting 
other spiritual and state duties. 

Francis eats all his meals 
in St. Martha’s cafeteria, and 
retires to bed at 10 pm — after 
prayers, of course.



TIMESLEDGER, SEPT. 18–24, 2015 31  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

MOLLOYArchbishopA R C H B I S H O P

H I G H  S C H O O L

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 18, 2015  11am-4pm

www.molloyhs.org

 Welcomes
Pope Francis

To apply to Molloy take the TACHS or CHSEE Exam:

Deadline to register: 
Register at:
Exam Date:
Molloy Code:

October 19, 2015
www.tachsinfo.com
Nov. 7, 2015
012

October 7, 2015
www.chsee.org
Oct. 31, 2015
012

TACHS      CHSEE

The disciple Matthew said, “It is 
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’ ” 

A look into the papal diet over 
the course of its 2,000-year history 
shows that Popes have stuck to the 
letter of canon law while others 
have succumbed to the mortal au-
thority of a hearty appetite.

likes baked, skinless chicken, salad, 
fruit, and a glass of simple wine. He 
occasionally indulges in dulce de 
leche, a caramel milk pudding, and 
“Bagna Cauda,” a classical farm-
er’s dish made of roasted veggies 
dipped in a garlic broth and served 
in an earthenware bowl warmed by 
a candle.

Benedict XVI enjoyed a traditional 
wurstel salad, a pork dish called 
“schweinsbraten,” and baked cher-

ries topped with cream. 

spot for pierogis — dumplings 
stuffed with meat, cheese, fruit, po-
tato or sauerkraut. One of his favor-
ite desserts — a cream cake made 
of puff pastry, buttercream, and 
custard — was re-christened “kre-
mowka papieska” or papal cream 
cake in his honor.

-
cluding the salt cellar, was made 
of solid gold. Terrified of being poi-
soned, he had a full-time food taster 
and ate with “magic knives” sup-
posed to detect poison on contact.

20th century, ate his meals alone 
on a folding tray. He breakfasted 
on a cup of coffee and a small roll of 
bread, dined on boiled meat and veg-
gies, and supped on soup, prompting 
his physician to remark, “I eat more 
in one meal than the Pope does in 
seven days.” 

Catholic priest, scholar, and author 
who has written books about several 
popes and the history of the Vatican. 

-
tographic Guide to the People’s Pope” 

career, made in collaboration Rodolfo 

To coincide with His Holiness’ visit 

Collins about some of the history be-
hind the Vatican and his thoughts on 
the Pontifex Maximus.

Harry MacCormack: Have you 

Father Michael Collins: No. 
I’ve been in his presence several times 
but he’s a very private person, so it can 
be difficult to speak with him directly.

HM: What do you think of Pope 

CM: I like him, he’s very spontane-
ous. I think he likes to just do things. 

glasses, and normally the optome-
trist comes to the Vatican, but instead 
he said “Oh, no, I’ll come to you.” He 

get new lenses, because he liked his 
frame, and then took out his wallet and 
insisted on paying. 

HM: Do you think his spontaneous 
attitude is going to have an impact on 

CM: Absolutely, he normally doesn’t 
take a whole lot of security with him, 
when he drives around, he normally 
only has two men on motorcycles with 

responsible for his security while 
he’s here and I know they pulled him 
aside, to talk about how its not only his 
life that they have to worry about, but 
the men protecting him, and he under-
stands, so it’s going to be different from 
when he is in the Vatican. 

HM: 
CM: 

Paul II. I first met him when I was 16. I 
got to meet him several times over the 
course of my life. He was a brilliant 
man. Sometimes I think people forget 

-
one talking, which is good, but each 

flavor of the week, which is a shame.
Pope Francis: A Photographic Por-

trait of the People’s Pope” is available 
for purchase at all major bookstores 
and through amazon.com. $25.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Green Apple Supermarket 
in downtown Jamaica, which 
had its grand opening in late 
August, will unveil its food 
court and party room this 
weekend. 

The 28,000-square-foot su-
permarket, located at 92-25 
Guy Brewer Blvd., between 
Jamaica and Archer avenues, 
sells thousands of products 
and is the fourth in the chain 
to open but the first one to 
have the food court and party 
room concept. 

The food court will feature 
10 stations to serve American, 
West Indian, Latin and Asian 
cuisines, including Halal food 
options for Muslims, from all 
corners of the world. 

The 2,000-square-foot party 
room is located beneath the 
food court and can cater up 
to 120 guests for a buffet-style 
event. 

“We are looking to at-
tract office parties, orienta-
tions, children’s party,” Ricky 
Chung, general manager of 
Green Apple Supermarket, 
said. “I want to focus on keep-
ing it a family-oriented place.”   

Chung said the party room 
space  does not have plans for 
getting a liquor license. It will 
double as additional seating 
for the food court unless some-
one has reserved it for a party. 

“Our breakfast station will 
open around 6 a.m. and then 
the rest of the food court will 

be open at 10:30 a.m. until clos-
ing time,” Chung said. “People 
can reserve for a party during 
that time.”

The food court opens at 
10:30 a.m. and closes at 9 p.m., 
while the supermarket is open 

Monday through Saturday 
from 7 a.m. - 10 p.m., and on 
Sundays from 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Chung said the supermar-
ket has hired 150 employees 
from the area and is looking to 

hire more once the food court 
opens. 

For Chung, who has been in 
the food business for 20 years, 
the most important part of the 
new venture is the food. 

“I am constantly trying 
out all the food. If they make 
it and it is no good, then they 
don’t work for me,” Chung said 
about the kitchen staff. “Our 
prices are affordable and the 
menu is not complicated. A 
meal in the food court can go 
up to $7, drinks included. We 
try our best to serve the cus-
tomers.”

Chung said that he is will-
ing to listen to customer sug-
gestions for new menu items 
but said those dishes would 
only be served if cooked well.

“It has to taste good,” he 
said.  

Chung also pointed out that 
the opening of the food court 
and party room were delayed 
due to new gas lines being in-
stalled. He said the food court 
needed high pressure ones and 
National Grid worked with 
him to open the lines within a 
month’s time. 

“The National Grid en-
gineers were quick and ef-
ficient,” he said, “or else this 
could have taken months to 
install.” 

The Green Apple Super-
market is the latest develop-
ment venture in downtown Ja-
maica by the Flushing-based 
company, Century Develop-
ment Group, which has been 
involved in the development 
of residential, commercial, 
mixed-use and hospitality 
projects primarily across the 
borough.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com
Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am

Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 
word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am

Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows

Fort Totten 3K Walkathon —The 
Center for the Women of New York will 
hold its seventh annual fund-raiser 
to support job clubs, free legal clinics 
and domestic violence prevention. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 19, at 9 am
Where: Fort Totten Park, Building 207, 
Bay Terrace
Cost: $15/registration, $20/
registration plus T-shirt
Contact: (718) 793-0672
Website: www.cwny.org

TSI NY Gala — Transitional Services 
for New York, Inc. celebrates its 40th 
anniversary with a dinner honoring 

Mark Schienberg, president Greater 
New York Automobile Dealers 
Association; Dr. Christopher Ross, 
assistant dean CUNY; Christopher D. 
Constantino, senior vice president 
Queens Health Network and David 
Kilmnick, CEO Long Island LGBT 
Network.
When: Thursday, Oct. 15, 6 pm
Where: Leonard’s Palazzo, 555 Northern 
Blvd., Great Neck
Website: www.tsiny.org

Business

BUSINESS CALENDARFUND-RAISERS

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Jamaica grocer opens food court

The produce section of Green 
Apple Supermarket in Jamaica 
bursts with colorful fruits and 
vegetables like these peppers. 
At right, the market is preparing 
to open its food court and party 
room. Photo by Sadef Ali Kully

Green Apple Supermarket to add international fare along with its new party room space
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Planned Service Changes

F
10 PM to 5 AM 
Mon to Fri
Sep 14 – 18, 21 – 25

No trains between 179 St and Briarwood

Free shuttle buses provide alternate service

F trains operate between Coney Island and Briarwood and 
are rerouted via the E to/from Jamaica Center

Travel Alternatives:
r 179 St Union Tpke Briarwood

             Sutphin Blvd Parsons Blvd 169 St
F Union Tpke Briarwood

Stay Informed
 mta.info
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,
www.elcaribecaterers.com

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
M&V LIMOUSINES
1117 Jericho Tpke. Commack, NY 11725  
(800) 498-5788, www.mvlimo.com

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

If you are not into at-
tending museum exhib-
its, or just don’t have the 
time, you can still get 
your culture on—while 
enjoying summer’s last 
hurrah—when QAI 2015 
rocks Queens this week-
end.

Created last year by 
the Long Island City-
based non-profit Rego 
Park Green Alliance, the 
Queens Art Intervention 
brings artists together to 
create projects sprinkled 
throughout the borough 
in an effort to help revi-
talize neighborhoods. 

You might come 
across something that is 
really eye-catching, un-
usual, or even quirky—
like a rental van com-
plete with pillows, a light 
installation and jazz 
singers. 

“QAI installations are 
meant to inspire, educate 
and empower residents of 

all ages,” Yvonne Shortt, 
RPGA executive direc-
tor, said. 

More than 30 art-
ists—90 percent of whom 
are based in Queens—
have created 25 projects, 
ranging from large-
scale art installations to 
hands-on programming, 
in 14 communities across 
the borough. 

Shortt pointed out 
that last year, they had 
projects that stretched 
from LIC to the Rock-
aways. 

And QAI 2015 will 
once again provide op-
portunities to discover 
temporary outdoor in-
stallations from the 
streets of LIC to under 
the elevated subway lines 
in Woodhaven.

“Our goal is to grow 
QAI over time to include 
more communities with 
rich artistic experienc-
es,” Shortt said.

Shortt sends this 
eclectic group of artists 
out into the borough 
with directions beyond 
focusing on QAI’s goal. 

“Leave a splash of art 
and brighten someone’s 
day,” Shortt said. “Cause 
people to think differ-
ently.” 

For those who love 
dancing, there will be 
flash-mob dances in LIC, 
Forest Hills and Kew 
Gardens. You can go to 
rpgastudio.org and sign 
up to be a part of the flash 
mob and learn the dance. 

There will also be a 
community card game 
event where kids and 
adults can play Pedes-
trian Penguin, which 
promotes transportation 
safety and awareness.  

Or come lie under the 
stars on couches made 

Continued on Page 40

ARTISTS

INTERVENE
Rego Park Green Alliance Studio 
returns with its second annual 

Queens Art Intervention

IF YOU GO
Queens Art 
Intervention 2015

When: Saturday, Sept. 
19 and Sunday, Sept. 20 
Where: Locations 
across the borough
Contact: (347) 201-
2186
Website: www.
regoparkgreenalliance.
org

(Pictured top to bottom) A panel of wood is decorated with moss shaped like a child hold-
ing an umbrella. Susan Varo’s “Art Lives Here” piece includes smaller canvases of spots 
around the borough, such as Junction and Queens boulevards. As part of the “Behavior 
for Dummies” series, artist-created signs will be placed in areas littered with garbage.  

Photos courtesy RPGA Studio and Susan Varo
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PRODUCTIONS

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” — 
Shakespeare’s comedy is presented by Alex 
Schirling and his company using the entire 
Queens Botanical Garden as the stage. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 19, and Sunday, Sept. 
20, at 5 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/students 
with ID and children over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.org

“The Pillowman” — Martin McDonagh’s dark 
comedy from 2003 revolves around a writer 
living in a police state whose stories are 
similar to a series of grizzly child murders. 
When: Sept. 18 - Oct. 3
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-28 45th Road, 
Long Island City
Cost: $18/adults, $15/LIC residents, seniors 
and students
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.variationstheatregroup.com

“Richard III” — Nicu’s Spoon Theater 
presents William Shakespeare’s tragedy with 
a cast of actors with various disabilities. 
When: Sept. 29 - Oct. 11

Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $15 - $50
Contact: (866) 811-4111
Website: www.spoontheater.org

“Plaza Suite” — Neil Simon’s comedy 
set in a suite at the Plaza, follows the 
misadventures of three groups of guests. 
When: Oct. 2 - 4 and Oct. 9 -11
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The Post 
Theatre, Building T4, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

Continued on Page 38

Answers in Sports

Minimum of 25 People 
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)

or whipped cream Napoleon
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED 
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people) 
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce

▪Cheese Ravioli
▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled 
or Marsala
▪Tortellini 
Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana 

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR 
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

Your Party Catered 
At Our Restaurant

Paul Terkel (l-r), Deven Anderson, Greg  
Cicchino and Kirk Gostkowski rehearse 
“Pillowman” opening at the Chain 
Theatre Sept. 19.

NO REST
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BY ALLISON PLITT

By all appearances Rich-
mond Hill resident Bill Gati 
is a mild-mannered architect, 
but there is another side to 
him that comes alive as a musi-
cal impresario – playing piano 
and saxophone and singing.

Gati’s two professions are 
in his blood.  

Gati comes from a family of 
musicians. His grandmother 
played piano, his father played 
piano and violin, his brother 
plays violin, and his grandfa-
ther was an architect in Hun-
gary.

Born in Brazil, Gati moved 
with his family to the United 
States as a young child to cor-
rect a stigmatism in his eye.  
He began playing the piano at 
age 5 and was accepted into the 
prestigious Juilliard School 
for Music at age 8.

Although he attended the 
City College of New York to 
study architecture, he has 
continued to perform as a 
musician as a way to express 
himself through his art and 

because music is his passion. 
About 20 years ago he 

learned to play saxophone 
through private lessons.  

He has become so skilled as 
a saxophonist that he has been 
able to add the instrument to 
his repertoire of musical tal-
ents as well as being a vocal-
ist.  Gati’s newest CD, “Piano 
Expressions,” is available for 
download on iTunes and Ama-
zon. 

Through a Facebook pres-
ence of thousands of friends 
as well as from testimonies of 

those who have seen Gati per-
form, the musician has been 
able to keep a busy schedule of 
shows throughout the Queens 
area.  While he does give solo 
concerts, he also plays in en-
sembles with other musicians 
and vocalists.

“I’m inspired by making 
my listeners happy and see-
ing smiles on their faces,” Gati 
said.  “Music is one of the most 
direct art forms that tran-
scend all language barriers.  
Most people have their favor-
ite songs and I enjoy perform-
ing requests at most of my con-
certs.”

This month Gati will be 
performing a piano concert 
series of mostly Broadway 
showtunes at several public 
libraries in Queens: Rego Park 
on Sept. 21, Glen Oaks on Sept. 
25 and Middle Village on Sept. 
28.

He will continue his string 
of concerts with a perfor-
mance Oct. 17 at the Forest 
Hills Library.

“I would like to reach a wid-
Richmond Hill resident Bill Gati will perform a series of concerts at 
Queens Library branches during the next several weeks.  

Photo courtesy Bill Gati

Rich Hill man juggles architecture with music

Continued on Page 39

Bill Gati spends his days designing buildings but hits the concert circuit on the weekends

BY VALERIE VICTOR

The Queens Council 
on the Arts is currently 
recruiting new students 
to be part of its High 
School to Art School pro-
gram for the fall. All high 
school seniors in New 
York City are eligible to 
apply, and the program 
is free for all accepted 
applicants. 

Spring and summer 
programming is avail-
able to juniors in addi-
tion to seniors. Hanna 
Washburn, the High 
School to Art School pro-
gram coordinator said, 
“previous experiences in 
the arts are not as impor-
tant as drive to pursue 
an artistic career, and 
devotion.” 

According to Wash-
burn, the goal of the 
scholarship-based pro-
gram is to assist stu-
dents in putting together 
a creative and impres-
sive portfolio—which 
can give them a better 
chance of being accepted 

into competitive art col-
leges. 

“Our fall program of-
fers extensive prepara-
tion through rigorous art 

instruction; field trips to 
museums, galleries and 
artist studios; and regu-
lar college application 
workshops,” said Wash-

burn. 
While portfolio devel-

opment is key, the school 
will help students polish 
other academic skills 

such as essay-writing, 
properly filling out col-
lege applications and 
financial-aid planning.  
The Art School program 

has a history of high 
success rates for under-
graduate admissions and 
scholarship assistance 
for participating stu-
dents.

“One hundred per-
cent of the class of 2014 
gained admission into 
the top 20 national uni-
versities, including The 
Cooper Union, Parsons, 
New York University 
and Rhode Island School 
of Design, among many 
others” Washburn said. 

All interviews will 
take place this Saturday, 
Sept. 19, from 9 a.m. - 2 
p.m. at the Queens Coun-
cil of the Arts, at 37-11 
35th Ave. in Astoria. 
Applicants are required 
to fill out an application 
on the QCA website and 
schedule an interview 
time. Prospective stu-
dents must arrive to the 
interview with a portfo-
lio holding a minimum 
of five recent works. To 
apply visit www.queen-
scouncilarts.org/high-
school-to-art-school/.

A student models for fellow classmates during a recent High School to Art School program at the Queens Council on the 
Arts.  Photo courtesy Hanna Washburn

Program takes students from high school to art world

IF YOU GO
Bill Gati

When: Sept. 21, Sept. 25, Sept. 
28, at 2 pm; and Oct. 17, at 
2:30 pm
Where: Sept. 21 — Rego Park 
Library, Sept. 25 — Glen Oaks 
Library, Sept. 28 — Middle 
Village Library, Oct. 17 — 
Forest Hills Library
Cost: Free
Website: www.apianoman.
com
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Sept. 18-24, 2015

By Ed Canty

New England Menu
Across

1. June birthstone
6. Post-diet, ideally
10. Dracula, at 
times
13. Kukla's co-star
14. "The Taming of 
the Shrew" city
16. A pint, maybe
17. Maine menu 
item
19. Barbie's beau
20. Atlas features
21. Soft tissue
23. "Cheep" 
accommodations?
25. Sought 
damages
26. Hack
29. Kind of center
32. London subway 
to Brits
34. Frigid finish
36. Sleuth Wolfe
37. Coach's advice 
yo Base runner
39. Hubbubs
40. French monarch
41. "I could ___ 
horse!"
42. Tiny 
amphibians
44. Photo blowups: 
Abbr.
46. Genetic letters
47. Dirk of yore
48. Systems of 
waist removal?
50. Main and Wall: 
Abbr.
51. Give a little

53. "Buenos ___"
55. Lorax creator
58. Cuisine style
62. Drone, e.g.
63. Cape Cod menu 
item
65. ___ Today
66. Apportion
67. Munich denials
68. Caesar, for one
69. Line parts: 
Abbr.
70. "Super!"

Down

1. ___ sci (coll. 
major
2. Carolina college
3. Priestly garb
4. Ascended
5. A, B or C

6. Time of yr.
7. Songbird
8. Fan mail 
recipient
9. Drug smugglers
10. Menu item in 
colonial Boston, 
perhaps
11. TV's Trebek
12. Big ___ 
Conference
15. Native Alaskans
18. German coal 
city
22. Spay
24. In ___ (owing)
26. Actor James
27. Gofers
28. Boston menu 
item
30. Mac follower
31. _____ lobster

33. Patronize, as a 
restaurant
35. Lauder and 
namesakes
38. Highland miss
43. ___ Falls, NY
45. Knit or purl
49. Polynesian 
wrap
52. Takes the edge 
off
54. Ratty place
55. TV's Arnaz
56. Ad headline
57. E.P.A. concern
59. "Garfield" dog
60. Actress Olin
61. At one time, at 
one time
62. Greyhound, e.g.
64. Pennies: Abbr.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A BIT OF RUBBLE
A C T S A B Y S M T O A T

P O O H P L A N E O L L A

E C R U R A N I S M E G S

D O N T R O C K T H E B O A T

D U N K S N O S E Y

T A L O N S C O D Y

B L O W S T E N O E W E

S T O N E S T H R O W A W A Y

P O T R I D O F C E D E

C R T S S A C R E D

A M T O O B L A S E

P E B B L E B E A C H P R O S

A D A B R A L P H T O G A

R I L L A N I S E E A R N

T A L E S K E E T D R E G

Memoriesare made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363

FOLLOW US ON

“The Importance of Being Earnest” — 
Subtitled “A Trivial Comedy for Serious 
People,” Oscar Wilde’s farce tweaks the 
social conventions of Victorian England. Oh, 
and is one of the funniest plays ever written. 
When: Oct. 23 - Nov. 8
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave., Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.titantheatrecompany.com

“Broadway Around the World: A Musical 
Revue” — Queens’ newest group, the Royal 
Star Theatre of ICC, presents a musical 
theater world tour. 

When: Oct. 23 -24, at 8 pm; Oct. 25 at 2 pm
Where: Immaculate Conception School 
Auditorium, 179-14 Dalny Road, Jamaica 
Estates
Cost: $15/donation
Contact: (718) 428-8681
Website: www.spotlightonstage.com/
RoyalStarTheatre.htm

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting 
— Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle 
of Great Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and writing exercises 
for playwrights in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Continued from Page 36 

Theater
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EVENTS

Queens County Fair — The 33rd 
annual fair includes blue ribbon 
competitions in livesotck, produce 
and crafts. There will also be pig 
racing, pie eating contests and 
hayrides. Explore the 13th annual 
Amazing Maize Maze (for additional 
charge).
When: Saturday, Sept. 19 and Sunday, 
Sept. 20, from 11 am - 6 pm
Where: Queens County Farm Museum, 
73-50 Little Neck Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $9/adults, $5/children 12 and 
under
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.org
Nocturnal Wildlife — Join the Urban 
Rangers in a walk through the park 
to learn about the city’s nocturnal 
creatures, such as bats, raccoons and 
skunks. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 19, at 8 pm
Where: Albert H. Mauro Playground, 
Park Drive East and 73rd Avenue 
Terrace, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

GreenThumb Workshop: Marvelous 
Mushrooms — Attend a class to 
learn how to plant fungi indoors then 
transfer them to your outside garden 
in the spring. 
When: Sunday, Sept. 20, at 11 am
Where: Smiling Hogshead Ranch, 
25-30 Skillman Ave., LIC
Cost: Free, but RSVP to isak.mendes@
parks.nyc.gov
Contact: (212) 602-5300 
Website: www.greenthumbnyc.org

Basic Canoeing — Learn basic 
canoeing skills in the calm waters of 
Golden Pond. Canoes are available 
on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. 
Program is open to all levels and 
children aged 8 and older. 
When: Sunday, Sept. 20, at 1 pm
Where: Golden Pond, Crocheron Park, 
Bayside
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Smithsonian Museum Day Live —  In 
the spirit of the free Smithsonian 
Museums in Washington, D.C., 
Flushing’s Kingsland Homestead will 
waive entrance fees to anyone with a 
Museum Day Live ticket. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 26, from 2:30 
pm - 4:30 pm
Where: Kingsland Homestead, 143-35 
37th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free, but tickets are required. 
Register for a ticket at www.
smithsonianmag.com/museumday
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshistoricalsociety.org

MUSIC

2/3 Goat— This Astoria-based band, 
led by a husband-wife team, presents 
a concert of their alt-country, 
bluegrass, blues and classic rock as 
part of the LIC Landing Live series. 
When: Friday, Sept. 18, at 6:30 pm
Where: LIC Landing Events Square, 
Hunters Point South Park, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Contact: (917) 282-4123
Website: www.hunterspointsouth.
com

er audience and make 
my music available to 
more listeners.  I hope to 
produce a CD with music 
from the 1920s and ’30s 
performed with contem-
porary styles and instru-
mentation,” Gati said.  “I 
would like to use public 
domain songs that are 
just starting to become 
available.  This is one of 
my favorite eras musi-
cally.”

Gati concedes he is 
also inspired by this era 
architecturally.  

“My original piano 
compositions were in 
the style of the 1920s and 
1930s-era jazz, which 
I feel is the height of 
American music.  I com-
pare the music of that 
period to my two favorite 
buildings – the Chrysler 
Building and the Empire 
State Building  —which 
were designed in the art 
deco architectural style 
popular in the United 
States at that time.”

Gati also offers advice 
to aspiring performers. 

“I would like to en-
courage young musi-

cians to find their voice 
and express themselves 
in a positive way.  There 
needs to be more music 
and lyrics that reflect 
the positives in life,” Gati 
said.  “I enjoy the music 
from the 1920s and 30s 
because they were very 
upbeat and happy.  I hope 
new artists can draw 
from their great experi-
ences and express that in 
their work.”

For more information 
about Gati’s music and 
performance schedule, 
visit his website at www.
apianoman.com. 

Gati
Continued from Page 37 

Bill Gati also plays the 
saxophone.  

Photo courtesy Bill Bati

Continued on Page 40

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in 

Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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This year RPGA has not only 
requested proposals, but has 
also given out commissions to a 
small cadre of artists. 

Niizeki Hiromi has created 
a series of paper mâché pillows 
designed to give viewers a place 
to rest and watch the night sky. 

Deborah Wasserman’s 
piece is an installation aimed 
at bringing the rich history of 
Queens Boulevard to others in 
the community. 

The artistic team Kate/Han-
nah have shot a video piece that 
will be projected on the streets 
in Ridgewood. 

And Susan Varo’s “Art Lives 
Here” is a piece that includes a 
dog house, small works on can-
vas and a conversation with the 
community. 

An actual dog house painted bright 
red will deceive the viewer into think-
ing a dog will actually be inside. The 
front of the house above the opening 
will say “Come See Art.” The viewer 
is led to believe a dog named Art is 
residing there, but instead will see 
painted mini canvases inside with 
original artwork throughout. 

“Some of the images depict differ-
ent areas in Queens, so that everyone 
will know that although we’re diverse, 

we are all still one community,” Varo 
explained. “Mini canvases will be 
given out as part of the initiative, so 
as to continue to inspire folks about 
the importance of culture and how it 
is an integral part of our society.”

Varo’s piece will be on display 
this Saturday, from noon to 3 p.m. at 
Horsebrook Island, a small park on 
Justice and 56th avenues.

For more information and to see 
the full list of over 25 projects, visit 
regoparkgreenalliance.org.

— Tammy Scileppi

out of paper mâché, after 
playing a vinyl record of 
your choice and design-
ing your own collage al-
bum cover. And be sure 
to look for Behavior for 
Dummies, an outdoor 
series of signs that pro-
mote garbage and poop 
cleanup. There will be 
something for everyone. 

“Eight years ago I 
wanted to clean up a gar-
bage-infested underpass. 
When I went through the 
normal channels, the 
answer was no,” Shortt 
said.  “Then I decided to 
just do it. My heart was 
in the right place and I 
finally found a less tra-
ditional approach that 
yielded a beautiful in-
stallation on 63rd Drive 
in Rego Park.”

From that start of 
what became RPGA, 
Shortt has used the same 
approach in numerous 
projects to better not just 
her community, but oth-
ers as well. 

“When people see we 
are not going anywhere 
and we are willing to 

put in the hard work, we 
can usually find people 
to help make our vision 
possible. Streets where 
people care about what 
is going on can only hap-
pen through community 
collaboration and artis-
tic vision,” she said. “It 

is my hope to bring the 
artistic vision together 
with the community to 
spark love. Love of com-
munity, love of people 
and, of course, the focus 
and determination to 
make amazing things 
happen in Queens.”

INTERVENTION
Rego Park Green Alliance awards 

commissions to Queens-based artists

Susan Varo created this small painting of Rego 
Park.  Photo courtesy Susan Varo

Matthew Kiss Band— A 
Rockaway native, Matthew 
Kiss plays a hybrid of rock, 
blues and soul as part of the 
LIC Landing Live series. 
When: Friday, Sept. 25, at 6:30 
pm
Where: LIC Landing Events 
Square, Hunters Point South 
Park, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (917) 282-4123
Website: www.
hunterspointsouth.com

FILM

Flicks & Jazz in the Garden — 
The fi fth annual event combines 
vintage cartoons, live jazz and 
arts and crafts. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 19, at 
5:30 pm (Rain date is Sunday, 
Sept. 20)
Where: Sunnyside Gardens 
Park, 48-21 39th Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $10/suggested for 
non-park members, $5/park 
members, Free/children

Contact: (718) 672-1555
Website: www.
sunnysidegardenspark.org

CinemaLIC: “Annie Hall” — 
Well, la-di-dah, check out a free 
screening of Woody Allen classic 
New York comedy.
When: Saturday, Sept. 19, at 
7:30 pm
Where: LIC Landing Events 
Space, Hunters Point South 
Park, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

KIDS & FAMILIES

The Magical Georgie Porgie — 
Georgie Porgie entertains and 
amazes with his brand of magic. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 19, at 
2 pm and 4 pm
Where: Forest Park 
Carousel, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Continued from Page 39 

Arts MOVIE & MUSIC

A young crowd checks out some of the vintage car-
toons being screened at a previous Flicks & Jazz 
in the Garden event. This year’s Flicks & Jazz night 
takes place Saturday, Sept. 19, in Sunnyside Gardens 
Park. See Film for details.  

Photo courtesy Julian Voloj

As part of the Queens Art Intervention 2015, artist Suran 
Song's "Mobile Meditation" gives visitors a chance to 
lounge on pillows in the back of rental truck and take in 
some of her works.  Photo courtesy Suran Song

Continued from Page 35 
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

JALAPEÑO CHEESY 
FRIES 

ONLY AT DQ CORONA 

DQ CORONATRY OUR NEW FLAME FRY BASKETS
FIRE IN EVERY BITE

ADD BACON FOR JUST $0.49

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

661 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 11021 | 516.487.9200 | unionprimesteak.com
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 

A runway renovation project at 
John F. Kennedy International Air-
port should be completed by Monday, 
according to the Port Authority. 

The project to reconstruct Runway 
4L-22R, which was conducted by the 
Port Authority in three stages, will 
add more than 700 feet of runway pave-
ment, widen the runway from 150 to 200 
feet, allow for the construction of high-
speed taxiways as well as new taxiway 
exits and replace outdated navigation 
and communication equipment. The 
runway renovation project was under-
taken to accommodate the biggest jets 
now in use, including the Airbus 380. 

The runway is located at the south-
east end of the airport and is closest 
to Bayswater and the Meadowmere 
neighborhood of Rosedale.

During the construction process, 
which began earlier in the year, home-
owners in neighborhoods surrounding 
the airport had to deal with a signifi-
cant increase in airplane noise over 
their homes, as flights were redirected 
to avoid the construction. With con-

struction coming to an end, much of 
the airplane noise and pollution that 

affected neighborhoods across south-
ern and central Queens is expected to 

be alleviated. 
Construction crews ripped out 

existing asphalt and replaced it 
with 220,000 cubic yards of concrete, 
churned from the two plants set up on 
the airport grounds. The project was 
expected to cost about $267 million, ac-
cording to statements given by airport 
officials this June.

“Obviously, maintaining an airport 
can sometimes require lengthy con-
struction projects that have unfortu-
nate repercussions on the neighboring 
communities,” said State Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach). “That is 
certainly the case with the project to 
rehabilitate Runway 4L-22R.”

The lawmaker said the project has 
wreaked havoc on his constituents.

“The redirecting of flights every 
couple of minutes every day for sev-
eral months has pummeled this com-
munity with an unsafe and unhealthy 
amount of airplane noise and pollu-
tion,” he said, “and I look forward to a 
large portion of that being eased when 
construction wraps up next week.”

the crowd recalled neighbors, 
classmates and family mem-
bers.

“We are out here to remem-
ber all the people from this 
neighborhood who died,” said 
Capt. Mark T. Wachter of the 
104th Police Precinct. Wachter 
lost a friend who attended 
Christ the King high school 
with him on 9/11.

At a gathering held on the 
eve of the 11th by Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) in the heart of Jack-
son Heights—“the crossroads 
of the world,” as Dromm put 
it—religious leaders preached 
a message of tolerance and 
brotherly love, that the power 
of God could transcend con-
flict and mutual suspicion. 

“What tonight is about is a 

collective effort from this com-
munity to say no to violence in 
all its forms,” Dromm said. 
“Also to remind our friends 
and neighbors that the hor-
rific crime on 9/11 was not by 
all Muslims. I want to make 
that point clear. Islam is a 
beautiful faith that deserves to 
be respected. It is a faith that 
teaches tolerance.”

Concluding the event, 
Imam Qazi Qayyoom, founder 
of the Muhammadi Commu-
nity Center, made a simple but 
deeply felt request. 

 “I have a message to those 
who are still planning to harm 
people: stop. Stop any type of 
radicalism, extremism and 
terrorism, especially in the 
name of religion.”  

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

Continued from Page 4 

Vigils

The project to reconstruct Runway 4L-22R is expected to come to an end  Monday, Sept. 21. 
Photo by AP

With JFK runway fi nished peace to return 
Plane rerouting due to construction caused noise pollution but is now expected to stop  

Over 700 seniors heard Broadway-performer Tina Fabrique singing at York College Performing 
Arts Center at a tribute to jazz legend Ella Fitzgerald, who lived in Addisleigh Park in the 1950s, 
co-sponsored by Councilman I. Daneek Miller and the nonprofit Healing Arts Initiative.  

Photo by Sadef Kully

HONORING ELLA

For more hyper-local Queens news on 
your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit 

TimesLedger.com.
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

When he tried out to be a 
US Open ballperson, Michael 
Nacinovich not only immedi-
ately earned the job—he also 
got a specific position.

The Flushing native 
played junior varsity base-
ball and basketball at St. 
Francis Prep last year as 
a sophomore and hopes to 
make the varsity this season. 
His strong arm from playing 
shortstop and second base 
also landed him a summer 
job at this year’s Open.

Nacinovich even put 
that arm on display a little 
too much for the ballperson 
evaluators at tryouts while in 

the back positions along the 
walls of the court. 

“The first day I threw it re-
ally hard, far across the court 
and on the line,” he said. “It is 
supposed to be one bounce. I 
didn’t even reach the floor.”

He was immediately told 
“nice throw, but you need to 
bounce it.” Nacinovich was 
later given a heads-up to ex-
pect an e-mail asking him to 
join the ballperson team for 
the Open. Once he got the job 
and settled down to work, he 
spent his time at the back of 
the court instead of being a 
ball chaser at the net—and he 
was just fine with that. 

“Because of my arm they 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

As David Navas’ pass set-
tled into Alex Miranda’s hand 
in the right side of the end zone 
on fourth down, it was more 
than just a winning touch-
down in Christ the King’s eyes. 
It was a sign that the program 
was ready to take the next step, 
as well as a reflection of its 
current roster’s maturity. 

The play allowed the Roy-
als to rally for a 27-20 season 
opening victory over Fordham 
Prep at Jack Coffey Field last 
Friday night. But it was more 
than just one win, as they set 
their sights on claiming a 
CHSFL Class AA crown. 

“Previous years we never 
did this,” Miranda said. “We 
never kept on fighting. We usu-
ally either gave up or got upset. 
At this point, we kept fighting, 
fighting until we were able to 
get the W.”

The Royals took a 19-12 lead 
on the final play of the third 
quarter when Justin Terry 
ripped the ball out of Thomas 
Natkin’s hands and returned it 

30 yards for a score. Fordham 
Prep refused to die, as quarter-
back Matt Valecce tossed his 
third touchdown pass of the 
game and a two-point conver-
sion to Rory Allen to give the 
Rams a 20-19 advantage with 
8:19 to play in the game.     

Christ the King kept its 
composure. Navas led an eight-
play, 53-yard drive for a score 
with 3:40 to go before the Roy-
als defense held. That drive 
ended with him on 4th and 6 
lofting a pass over the defend-
ers’ heads right into the hands 
of Miranda. Navas knew he 
had it the whole way. 

“I told [Miranda] on the 
play, in that huddle, hitch and 
go and it’s yours,” he said. 

Navas completed 10 of 
14 passes for 110 yards and 
rushed for 46 more. Giovanni 
Paul Downie ran for an 11-
yard touchdown on the Royals’ 
opening drive and Ahmad Fer-
nandez added a 2-yard scoring 
scamper to make it 13-6 CK 
with 9:57 to play in the third 
quarter.

Valecce completed 18 of 27 

passes for 215 yards for the 
Rams, but much of it was un-
der duress. The Christ the 
King defensive line shut down 
the Rams’ running game and 
kept Valecce moving around 
the pocket all night. Johna-
than Coste led the way with 
three sacks. 

“Our defensive line is one 
of the top in the league, if not 
the best in the league,” Navas 
said. 

Christ the King has that 
kind of confidence on both 
sides of the ball this year, after 
a winning season and its first 
Class AA playoff berth since 
2010 last season. They showed 
it was more than talk and 
picked up right where they left 
off without reverting back to 
old ways.  

“Usually our upperclass-
men would just tuck their tails 
and just fold it,” Royals coach 
Jason Brown said. “Now we 
have a different breed of kid. 
They believe in themselves. 
There were a lot of mistakes 
out there, but I’m more proud 
of the fact they fought back.”Continued on Page 48

Christ the King quarterback David Navas let go of a pass during a win over Fordham Prep last Friday night.  
Photos by Steven Schnibbe

St. Francis Prep junior Michael Nacinovich's strong arm as a baseball 
player made him a perfect fit as a US Open ballperson.                                 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

CK wins on late TD
Miranda makes game-winning catch in season opener

Nacinovich puts arm 
to use at US Open
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The Archbishop Molloy 

seniors have known too much 
playoff heartbreak to let it 
happen again in their final 
high school season.

The majority of the group 
of 18 lost in the CHSAA city 
championship as sophomores 
on the junior varsity. There 
was pain again last year when 
the Stanners fell to Fordham 
Prep in the “AA” intersec-
tional final and the state semi-
finals. They expect to put that 
all behind them this season, 
and end their careers as cham-
pions. 

“We have some unfinished 
business,” senior defender 
Jack Mella said. “We are here. 
This is our last year. We are 
seniors. We want to win this 
year. This is our last time.”

Molloy will try to bring 
the city title back home with 
a blend of veterans and young 
stars on their roster. Jack 
Mangin is the team’s top re-
turning midfielder and se-
nior striker Jesse Rodrigues 
already scored twice in a 2-0 
season opening win over St. 
Francis Prep last week. Senior 
Stephen Deely is back at goal. 
A lot is also expected from 
sophomore Thomas Mangin, 
Jack’s brother, and junior Ste-
ven Bongiovanni.

Stanners coach Andy 

Kostel was pleased overall 
with the way his team played 
against the Terriers once a de-
fensive adjustment got it back 
on track after a slow start. He 
still expects more of this group 
going forward. 

“I wasn’t happy in general 
with the offense,” he said. 
“We have to get more than 
that with the talent on this 
team.”

What Molloy did do was 
cash in on its best two chanc-
es, thanks to Rodrigues. He 
scored off a pass headed over 
by Thomas Mangin in the 29th 
minute. In the opening minute 
of the second half, he ran onto 
a ball lofted from midfield by 
Luke Geraci. Rodrigues took 
one touch and chipped it over 
charging St. Francis Prep 
keeper Justin Silva to make it 
2-0.

“He never stopped,” Kos-
tel said of the second score. 
“That’s what a good forward 
does. A forward waits for op-
portunities like that and goes 
in and takes that.”

The Stanners don’t plan 
on stopping until they claim 
the city title. Too many of the 
players know what it is like to 
come so close and fall short. 
That isn’t an option this time 
around. 

“It’s a heartbreak losing 
there,” Rodrigues said. “We 
don’t want to feel that again.”

Archbishop Molloy senior Jesse Rodrigues scored twice in a win over St. Francis Prep.  
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Stanners aim to change playoff fortunes

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Christ the King has one 
goal this season: to win a Cath-
olic state title. 

The Royals have ruled in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
girls’ soccer, winning the last 
four titles, but a state cham-
pionship has eluded them. 
CK reached the final for the 
first time ever last season. 
This year, with the same core 
group of players returning as 
seniors, may be the best shot 
they’ve ever had to win it all. 

“I believe if all my players 
play to their capabilities and 
stay healthy, I’m sure that we 
will get there again [to the 
Brooklyn-Queens title game],” 
said Christ the King head 
coach John Fayad. “I think 
this year is a special year for 
us. Our top players are seniors 
this year and that is our goal 
[to win the state title].” 

Christ the King is led on of-
fense by one of the best players 
in the city, senior midfielder 
and LIU-Post commit Medina 
Mulic. Mulic had an impres-
sive junior year for the Royals 
last season, with 12 goals and 
eight assists.

“She’s the backbone of the 
team,” Fayad said. “The team 
goes as she goes. She has been 
essential to everything we 
do.”

Senior midfielder Kiana 
Leger and striker Sarah No-
lan will also be instrumental 
pieces of the Royals offense 
and their hopes to win a 
state title. Nolan was a goal-
scoring machine as a junior 
as she compiled 17 goals and 
nine assists. Leger chipped 
in 10 goals last season and as-
sisted on 12. 

“Me and Kiana, we both 
switch up,” Mulic said.  “She 
plays forward and I play mid-

field. If I go up, she goes and 
drops back. We always know 
that Sarah will be waiting on 
the other side to finish up.” 

Solidifying things on de-
fense are senior Diana Para-
vatos and junior goalkeeper 
Kimberly Moreira. Moreira 
registered eight shutouts in 13 
games last seasons, allowing 
just four goals on the year. 

“These two girls are es-
sential,” Fayad said. “Diana 
is a senior this year and is a 
very aggressive player and 
she works just the way I want 
her to. Kimberly has matured 
a lot over the last three years 
and I’m sure she will be one of 
the best goalies in the city this 
year.”   

The CHSAA has changed 
its format this season. The 
league is broken into intersec-
tional AA, A, and B divisions. 
Christ the King will be in 

Continued on Page 48
Christ the King's Sarah Nolan fights for the ball.  

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Senior-laden Royals pursue state crown
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SPOILYOU
WAY!EAST HILLS

let us the

Must present ad to receive advertised specials. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All leases subject to primary lenders approval. Must qualify for Tier 1 credit approval. Must finance 80% thru dealer. Must finance through 
dealer for retail prices. All leases are 10k miles per year. Customer responsible for wear and tear at 25 Cents additional per mile. + On select vehicles. Not all buyers will qualify. Ask dealer for details. **Diesel and synthetic oil additional. 

***Must be in GM Master Manifest list to qualify. Not all buyers will qualify. All pricing includes competitive lease (non GM’99 or newer) or GM loyalty rebate. All leases require $1995 down (Cruze $1495 down, Equinox, Malibu $1595 Down, 
Silverado $2495 Down, Suburban & Tahoe $4495 down), $595 bank fee, plus tax, tags, dmv and dealer fees. Due at Signing (excludes tax , tags & fees) = Cruze $2139, Equinox $2269, Malibu $2249, Suburban $5549, Traverse $2709, 

Camaro $2749, Tahoe $5489, Silverado $2495. All rebates/incentives assigned to dealer. Silverado and Suburban retail and lease offers include credit union offer to residents of Nassau/Suffolk counties. Pictures for illustrative purposes only. 
Not valid on prior deals. No two offers can be combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for complete details. Douglaston dmv# 7105766, dca# 1279637. Ad expires 3 days after publication.

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want. 
Synthetic & Diesel Oil Changes Additional.

Members-Only Parts & 
Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

FREE NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

FREE Service Loaner 
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

FREE Drop-Off Valet 
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

FREE Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

FREE Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

FREE Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH PURCHASE:

EXCLUSIVE

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

EAST HILLS CHEVY 
DOUGLASTON 855-782-1680

72 HOUR SALES EVENT

LEASE
FOR$49 PER

MO.
24 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$16,595

2016 CHEVROLET
CRUZE LIMITED

LT
Stk# T0071, Reference# 46012, 
Auto, 1.8L V4, PW/PL, Bluetooth, 

Rear Camera, WiFi
MSRP $21,020

LEASE
FOR $59 PER

MO.
24 MOS.

SALE
PRICE $17,595

2015 CHEVROLET
MALIBU LS

Stk# N151678, Reference# 
46017, Auto, 2.5L V4, Bluetooth, 

remote Keyless Entry, Cruise 
Control, 10 AirBags, WiFi

MSRP $23,290

LEASE
FOR $79 PER

MO.
24 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$20,495

2015 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX LT

Stk# N152097, Reference# 
46014, Auto, 2.4L V4, Power 
Drivers Seat, WiFi, Back Up 

Camera, Tinted Glass, Roof Rack, 
Bluetooth, Remote Start

MSRP $27,670

LEASE
FOR$159PER

MO.
24 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$23,095

2015 CHEVROLET
CAMARO 2LS

Stk# N151886, Reference# 
46013, Auto, 3.6L V6, 323HP, 

Bluetooth, 18” Aluminum 
Wheels, A/C

MSRP $26,445

LEASE
FOR$119PER

MO.
24 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$26,995

2016 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE LS

Stk# 16121, Reference# 46016, 
Auto, 3.6L V6, 8 Way Power 

Drivers Seat, Bluetooth, Back Up 
Camera

MSRP $32,650

LEASE
FOR$175PER

MO.
24 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$32,295

2015 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500 
DOUBLE CAB 4X4

Stk# N153068S, Reference# 
46018, Auto, 5.3L V8, Park Assist, 
Trailering Pkg, A/C, Fog Lamps, 

Remote Start, Rear Camera
MSRP $41,670

LEASE
FOR$399PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$44,795

2015 CHEVROLET
TAHOE LS 4X4

Stk# N151661, 
Reference#46019, Auto, 5.3L 

V8, 20” Wheels, Rear Park Assist, 
Bluetooth, Rear Camera, WiFi

MSRP $50,495

LEASE
FOR$459PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$47,495

2015 CHEVROLET
SUBURBAN LS 4X4

Stk#S1442, Reference #19178, 
Auto, 5.3L V8, Bucket Seats, rear Park 

Assist, Bluetooth, Remote Keyless 
Entry, 10 Air Bags, Roof Rack, Cross 

Rails, WiFi, MSRP $53,680

GET OUT OF YOUR LEASE      6 MONTHS EARLY!*** + 0% APR AVAILABLE†UP 
TO
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WE HAVE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

1.9%
PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED SALES

EVENT!

$AVEBIG BUCKS NOW
DURING OUR...

Hunting for a Good Deal? Look N

2012 HONDA ACCORD EX
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #22666T

$14,995

2006 NISSAN TITAN
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

99K MILES #22667T

$14,995

2006 NISSAN ALTIMA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

90K MILES #22660T

$9,995
2005 INFINITI FX35

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
73K MILES #22662T

$10,995

2008 HONDA PILOT
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

71K MILES #22599T

$15,995

2005 TOYOTA TACOMA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

91K MILES #22600T

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA LIMITED

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
53K MILES #22620T

$22,995

2014 TOYOTA SIENNA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

29K MILES #22597T

$17,995

2006 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF.,
AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 120K MILES #22616T

$8,995

2013 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD, 

17K MILES #22598T

$26,995

2011 NISSAN FRONTIER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

32K MILES #22617T

$21,995
MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 

ALL OFFERS END 9/29/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE

...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED
CALL LIZ @ 718-445-2525

SUPER 
CLEAN

LOADED

2008 TOYOTA 4RUNNER 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

92K MILES #22606T

$15,995

SUPER 
CLEAN
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No Further...Great Deals in Sight!

www.StarToyota.net
718-445-2525

2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

96K MILES #22568T

$23,995

2012 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4WD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

94K MILES #22290T

$28,995

2009 TOYOTA COROLLA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

38K MILES #22618T

$10,995

2004 TOYOTA COROLLA  
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

79K MILES #22318T

$6,995

2007 NISSAN MURANO
AUTO, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

60K MILES #22641T

$10,995

2013 FORD FUSION 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

26K MILES #22441T

$16,995

WE WANT YOUR

TRADE!
We Speak Spanish, 
Chinese & Korean

2014 TOYOTA VENZA 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

29K MILES #22621T

$28,995

LIMITED CERTIFIED

MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 
ALL OFFERS END 9/29/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

2011 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

37K MILES #22582T

$16,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

83K MILES #22577T

$11,995

2004 HONDA CRV
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

118K MILES #22565T

$6,995

2010 MERCEDES BENZ GLK
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, CC, TILT,  AM/FM, CD, 56K MILES 

#22657T

$19,995
2012 TOYOTA CAMRY

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
55K MILES #22611T

$12,995
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the AA with rival Mary Louis, Notre 
Dame Academy, St. Joseph by-the-Sea, 
St. Joseph Hill, Kennedy Catholic, 
Cardinal Spellman, Maria Regina, 
and Fontbonne Hall. Unlike in the 
past, games versus teams outside your 
diocese effect playoff positioning. 

“We were able to make three tiers 

that will keep every game competi-
tive,” Fayad said. 

CK opened its season on Sept. 10 
with a 2-2 draw against St. Joseph Hill 
and beat rival Mary Louis 8-3 two days 
later. 

“Just like every other year we were 
ready for [Mary Louis],” Mulic said. “I 
know they were ready for us.” 

She and the Royals are also ready 
to push for the state crown that has 
eluded them.  

just stuck me in the back,” Nacinovich 
said. “I’m not that fast. I’m pretty fast. 
I’m not in the top. I’m in the middle.”

He went to the tryout because of 
friend and fellow St. Francis Prep stu-
dent Micaela Prisco of Whitestone, 
who had already worked the Open as 
a ballperson. She told him it was an 
amazing experience, a chance to be 
around some of the best athletes in the 
world and a good way to pick up some 
summer cash. 

The experience lived up to expec-
tations for Nacinovich. He had the 
opportunity to work matches for top 
American men like John Isner and 
Donald Young. Nacinovich was also on 
court with Lleyton Hewitt in a doubles 
match and sixth-seeded women Lu-
cie Safaravo. Nacinovich has already 

recommended being a ballperson to 
friends. 

“I’ll just remember ball boying for 
the best players in the world,” Nacino-
vich said

The Isner match stood out because 
it was his first appearance on TV, but 
it was the mixed doubles match with 
Young and partner Taylor Townsend 
that he won’t forget. It was the only time 
he got to work with Prisco, the person 
who helped put him there. A ball got 
stuck behind a cameraman and after a 
joking comment from a judge as he re-
trieved it the two shared a laugh. 

“It was pretty funny,” he said.  
Nacinovich took his job seriously, 

but despite his best efforts, he still had 
a tendency to make the mistake that 
started it all. A few throws still got 
away and sailed to the other ballper-
son across the court without the cus-
tomary bounce. It proved that he was 
there for good reason.

It wasn’t the history we ex-
pected to see at the US Open, 
but let’s not lose sight of the 
amazing feats that happened 
before our eyes last weekend 
in Flushing. 

We didn’t get to witness 
Serena Williams complete the 
first calendar slam since Steffi 
Graf in 1988 and tie Graf for the 
top spot with 22 major titles. 
Instead we watched arguably 
the biggest upset in tennis his-
tory when Roberta Vinci beat 
Williams in the semifinals. 
It was a feat not even she be-
lieved was possible when she 
woke up that morning. 

“This is the best match 
that I played in my life,” Vinci 
said.

It set the stage for sixth-
seeded Flavia Pennetta to 
become the oldest first-time 

Grand Slam champion before 
announcing she would retire 
from tennis at the end of the 
season. She was going to hang 
up her racket win or lose, 
but this made it that much 
 sweeter.

“If I have to dream about 
how I want to finish, I want to 
stop playing, this is the perfect 
way,” Pennetta said. 

Just as it looked like Wil-
liams was destined to win 
on the women’s side, Roger 
Federer rolled to the men’s 
final without losing a set. He 
had experts saying he was 
playing the best tennis of his 
illustrious career. Instead 
the watch begins to see if No-
vak Djokovic, the world’s top-
play ranked player, can break 
Federer’s mark of 17 major 
singles titles.  

Djokovic put himself in that 
position by beating Federer in 
four sets for the US Open crown. 
It makes him just the eighth 
player in history to bring home 
10 or more Grand Slam titles. It 
also gives him three of the four 
major crowns for the year for 
the second time in five years. 
Djokovic again was missing 

just the French Open. 
Federer knows this isn’t 

the last time we will see the 
28-year-old Djokovic raising a 
trophy above his head.

“Clearly he can win many 
of them,” Federer said. “He 
already has a ton, so obviously 
he’s got to stay healthy and 
all that stuff and hungry, but 
obviously you would think he 
will win more after tonight.”

The magnitude of the mo-
ment wasn’t lost on Djokovic, 
who has now won five times in 
Flushing. His 10 Grand Slam 
wins put him in the ranks of 
such other greats as Federer, 
Pete Sampras, Rafael Nadal, 
Rod Laver and Bjorn Borg, all 
of whom won 10 or more Grand 
Slams.   

“I’m so, you know, obvi-
ously flattered and honored to 
be a part of this elite group of 
players, legends of our sport, 
to manage to win this many 
Grand Slam trophies in their 
lives and careers,” Djokovic 
said.

Sure, it would have been 
great to see Williams and 
Federer add to their resumes 
last weekend. They are crowd 

favorites and all-time greats. 
Instead, we got plenty of other 
unforgettable historic mo-
ments, including a final match 
between men who could go 

down as arguably the two best 
to ever pick up a racket. 

It wasn’t the history we 
expected, but it was history 
nonetheless.  

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Novak Djokovic hits a backhand return during the 2015 US Open. 
Photo by Robert Cole

US Open still had its share of historic fi nishes

Continued from Page 448

Continued from Page 44
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450 W. Merrick Road, Valley Stream, NY

516-823-2277  vsAcura.com

PRESENT THIS 
COUPON  

AND TAKE AN 
ADDITIONAL  

$250 
OFF  

YOUR  
PURCHASE!

2008 Hyundai Tiburon GS 
Silver, Auto. 54k mi. Stk #7753...............

$8,998*

2009 Honda Civic DX 
Silver, Auto. 71k mi. Stk #7619...............

$9,488*

2009 Pontiac G6 
Black, Auto, Lthr. 74k mi. Stk #7604 .......

$9,995*

2010 Honda Civic LX 
Gray, Auto. 42k mi. Stk #7697 ............

$10,988*

2010 Toyota Corolla LE 
Sand, Auto. 12k mi. Stk #7498 ...........

$10,997*

2011 Jeep Liberty Sport 
Black, Auto. 72k mi. Stk #7674 ..........

$13,997*

2012 Nissan Altima 2.5S 
Black, Auto. 49k mi. Stk #7734 ..........

$13,997*

2008 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 
Silver, Auto. 62k mi. Stk #7642...........

$14,987*

2012 Toyota Camry LE 
Sand, Auto. 9k mi. Stk #7584 .............

$14,995*

2013 Hyundai Veloster 
Red, Auto, Nav. 16k mi. Stk #7634 .....

$16,988*

2012 Nissan Rogue SV 
Silver, Auto, 36k mi. Stk #7679 ...........

$16,995*

2013 Dodge Grand Caravan SE 
Blue, Auto, 23k mi. Stk #7656 ............

$17,458*

2007 Ram 1500 SLT 
Silver, Auto. 74k mi. Stk #7767...........

$18,994*

2010 Toyota Highlander SE 
White, Auto. 56k mi. Stk #7744 ..........

$19,997*

2012 Nissan Rogue SV 
Silver, Auto, Lthr, Nav. 6k mi. Stk #7701 .....

$19,998*

2012 Toyota Sienna LE 
Gray, Auto. 27k mi. Stk #7717 ............

$21,985*

2011 Ford Explorer XLT 
Black, Auto. 59k mi. Stk #7773 ..........

$23,888*

2011 Chevy Silverado 1500 LT 
Silver, Auto. 60k mi, Stk #7702 ...........

$24,555*

*Tax & MV fees add’l. Must finance up to 80% through dealer to qualify for prices. DMV Fac #7037045.

Acura of
Valley Stream

$13,998
2007 BMW  

328xi
Blue, Auto. 74k mi. Stk #7689

$14,998
2009 VW  

EOS LUXURY 
Silver, Auto. 48k mi. Stk #7699
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of 1,500 kilowatts of solar 
installation across three ad-
jacent logistics warehouse 
facilities at the JFK Airport 
Park in Springfield Gardens. 

“We are always about 
making Queens first and 
this is a significant project,” 
Miller said. 

The multi-building sys-
tem is the largest rooftop 
solar array in Queens and is 
among the largest rooftop so-
lar projects in the state.  The 
JFK installation has more 
than 5,500 solar panels. The 
power generated will be con-
verted to energy credits with 

Con Edison and applied to 
Bloomberg’s offices in Man-
hattan.

The project will generate 
1.8 million kilowatt hours an-
nually, enough clean renew-
able electricity to power more 
than 244 typical homes.

“We are always looking 
for new and innovative ways 
to operate more efficiently. 
This project makes good busi-
ness sense,” said Curtis Rav-
enel, global head of sustain-
able business and finance, at 
Bloomberg L.P. 

The growth of solar energy 
across the state has increased 
more than 300 percent from 
2011 to 2014, twice the rate of 
U.S. solar growth overall, ac-
cording to NY-Sun. 

SBS proposal and boulevard 
redesign is an answer to a lot 
of traffic problems in central 
Queens.

“It’s a phobia, a fear of the 
unknown,” an MTA spokes-
man said about concerns 
raised by QPTC. “However, 
the fact is that across the five 
boroughs, Select Bus Service 
has reduced travel times for 
more than 225,000 bus riders 
every day.”

The MTA predicts its plan 
would make Q52 and Q53 bus 
service up to 35 percent fast-
er, and that the redesign of 
Woodhaven Boulevard would 
help prevent “bottlenecking 
traffic” and provide more 
predictable travel times for 
all drivers.

From 2009 to 2013, the in-
tersection of Woodhaven and 
Jamaica boulevards saw 162 
motorist, pedestrian and bi-
cycle injuries in addition to 
three pedestrian fatalities, 
according to the DOT.

As part of Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s Vision Zero safety 
goals and OneNYC sustain-
ability goals, a DOT spokes-
man said the project would 
reduce congestion and make 
the intersection safer for ev-
eryone.

“The goal of the proposed 
Woodhaven Boulevard SBS 
project is to expand transit 
options for Queens residents 
by making bus service faster 
and more reliable, while also 
providing safety benefits 
for pedestrians and drivers, 
and maintaining traffic flow 
along a high-crash corridor,” 
the spokesman said.

Lexton’s program when there 
are openings.

Snowday took home the 
Vendy Cup and the People’s 
Choice award for its specialty, a 
grilled cheese sandwich with a 
touch of maple syrup. All ingre-
dients are from upstate farms. 

“We’re New York state’s 
first farm-to-truck,” Lexton 
said. Snowday, which captured 
the Rookie of the Year award  at 
last year’s Vendy Awards, beat 

four other finalists, including 
Astoria’s Souvlaki Lady for 
the top prize.

Meanwhile, 2011 Vendy Cup 
winner and 2014 finalist Solber 
Pupusas will be featured at 
the fourth annual Viva La Co-
mida food and music festival in 
Jackson Heights Saturday. The 
82nd Street Partnership brings 
together some of the borough’s 
best street food vendors with 
area restaurants to showcase 
the ethnic cuisines of Queens.

The festival runs from noon 
to 7 p.m. between Roosevelt and 
Baxter avenues. Two 2014 Vendy 

Cup finalists, Mystik Masaala 
and Ricas Botanas, which sell 
freshly prepared churros, will 
also take part as will Roosevelt 
Avenue favorites such as El Sa-
broso de Aracataca and Picadi-
tos Ecuatorianos.

Participating restaurants 
include Casa Rivera, Tulcino 
Bakery and Restaurant, Ta-
cos Coatzingo NY and Las 
Americas Bakery. Musical 
performances by the Cumbia 
River Band, Los Aliens Elec-
tric Quartet and Sofia Ribiero, 
a multi-award winning jazz 
singer, will entertain.

Albany.  
To receive those payments, 

Scarborough was required to 
submit travel vouchers to the 
state Assembly Finance De-
partment certifying his dates 
of travel to and from Albany; 
the number of miles he trav-
eled to and from Albany; the 

purpose of his travel; the days 
he was in Albany; and his eli-
gibility for payment for either 
full per diem or partial per 
diem on each of those days.  
He also had to certify that the 
claimed amount was “just, 
true and correct.”

From January 2009 through 
December 2012, Scarborough 
submitted 174 fraudulent 
travel vouchers to the Assem-
bly’s Finance Department, for 

which he was paid $54,355 that 
he was not entitled to receive. 
In the fraudulent vouchers, 
Scarborough falsely certified 
that he had been in Albany for 
legislative business on specif-
ic days when he had not been 
in Albany at all, had been in 
Albany for less time than he 
claimed on a voucher, or had 
not stayed in Albany over-
night. 

floors of dormitory space 
would mean fewer students 
would have to be transported 
across the Queens-Brooklyn 
border each day, resulting in 
the number of buses running 
being reduced by about half.

“When this building was 
first built, the focus of the stu-
dents in the school was on the 
business end of the rabbinate,” 
Goldstein said. “Over the last 
number of years, there’s been 
an additional demand and ad-
ditional interest for the spiri-
tual aspect of the rabbinate. 
The spiritual aspect of the rab-
binate necessitated and really 
lends itself, to a Use Group 3.”

Glendale resident Dawn 
Scala referred back to the ini-
tial certificate of occupancy 
for the building, asking: “How 
was that certificate of occu-
pancy approved? Was it ap-
proved erroneously or was it 
approved with a blatant disre-
gard for the law?” 

Concluding the meeting, 
Rabbi David Niederman, ex-
ecutive director and president 
of the United Jewish Organi-
zations of Williamsburg Inc., 
asked for a degree of under-
standing and good-faith.

“We don’t have a stamp of 
approval,” he said. “We are at 
this point good neighbors, and 
I ask that you please give us a 
chance to sit down with a com-
mittee of people you select, and 
try to work out the issues.”

After the hearing, CB 5  de-
cided the Land Use Committee 
would hold a tour of the yeshi-
va this week.

Shifting to the other main 
issue, residents and members 
of  CB 5 said the city should set 
aside money  for park improve-
ments in Ridgewood, Glendale, 
Maspeth and Middle Village.

Several parks within CB 
5, including Rosemary’s Play-
ground in Ridgewood, Frank 
Principe Park in Maspeth and 
Juniper Valley Park in Middle 
Village are either in need of re-
pairs or are due to receive re-
pairs. The community board 
wants to make sure that these 
repair projects be included in 
the city’s fiscal year 2017 capi-
tal budget.

and “not set in stone,” said 
it’s a move that will make the 
NYPD work more efficiently 
with a new structure.

“The PSA system is a hold-
over from before the merger 
when Housing cops were 
folded into the NYPD,” he 
said. “It simply didn’t make 
sense. It’s headquartered on 
Jewel Avenue in Flushing 
and they’re covering develop-
ments on the other side of the 
borough. Now you move the 
cops closer to their areas and 
you give them true geograph-
ic responsibility. From an ef-
ficiency standpoint it makes 
a whole lot of sense.”

He added that the internal 
policy change will actually 
bring it closer to NYPD Com-
missioner Bill Bratton’s sys-

tem of “community policing,” 
not further away from it as 
the Queensbridge residents 
fear.

“The Commissioner 
wants the same cops in the 
same places every single day 
and that’s what this ill do,” he 
said. “I’ve got news for you. 
Crime is actually down in the 
developments, we actually 
had a very good summer, but 
there’s always so much that 
we can do better. We will do 
as we’re directed and we’re 
going to make it work.”

In fact, another highly 
placed police source said 
the same people will be in 
the same place. “The officer 
would turn out of the Raven-
swood Satellite, same loca-
tion as they turn out now,” 
he said. “It’s the same Hous-
ing cops that are already as-
signed, the only change is 
the insignia on their collar 
brass.”

of a fair trial. 
According to the 2009 trial 

testimony, Borukhova and 
Mallayev exchanged 90 tele-
phone conversations prior to 
the murder, during which they 
came to an agreement that 
Mallayev would kill Boruk-
hova’s estranged husband in 
exchange for a sum of money. 

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said Mallayev 
was arrested in November 2007 
in the state of Georgia after 
NYPD detectives matched fin-
gerprints on the makeshift si-
lencer found at the scene to fin-
gerprints taken from Mallayev 

in 1994 after he was charged in 
another case. Borukhova was 
arrested in February 2008 af-
ter a grand jury charged both 
her and Mallayev with the 
murder of her husband. 

“The defendant’s latest ef-
fort to overturn her murder 
conviction has been rightly re-
jected,” Brown said. “This was 
a terribly sad case in which 
the defendant was found to 
have conspired and carried 
out a murder-for-hire plot to 
assassinate her estranged 
husband in full view of the 
couple’s then-4-year-old child. 
Hopefully, this decision will 
bring a measure of closure to 
Dr. Malakov’s family.” 

According to the trial tes-
timony, Borukhova arranged 

for her estranged husband to 
meet her on the morning of 
Oct. 28, 2007 at Annadale Play-
ground on Yellowstone Boule-
vard so that he could deliver 
their daughter for a visit with 
her. Malakov had won custody 
of the child after a bitter court 
battle. 

Mallayev used the silencer 
to shoot Malakov twice in the 
chest near the location that 
morning, court records show. 
After the murder, Borukhova 
and Mallayev had two more 
telephone conversations fol-
lowed by a meeting at Boruk-
hova’s Forest Hills medical 
office. A couple of weeks later, 
Mallayev deposited a total of 
$19,800 into ten different bank 
accounts. 
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You don’t need surgery 
to get rid of Varicose Veins!

Call for an appointment:

718-204-7200
Christopher J. Varughese, MD, FACC

Vascular Medicine & Cardiology

Astoria Cardiology Group, PC
42-07 30th Avenue, Astoria, NY

Before After

 NON-SURGICAL, OUTPATIENT PROCEDURE
 LITTLE TO NO SIDE EFFECTS
 RESUME NORMAL ACTIVITY ALMOST IMMEDIATELY
 MORE THAN 95% EFFECTIVE IN CLINICAL TRIALS
 TYPICALLY COVERED BY INSURANCE

Call for Free Consultation 
718-204-7200

Mention this ad


