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BY GABRIEL ROM

In recent weeks, City Council-
man Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) has emerged as one of 
the few public officials push-
ing the DOE to fully investigate 
allegations that 38 yeshivas in 
Brooklyn and one in Queens may 
be breaking the law by neglecting 
secular studies. 

To date, Dromm is the only 
member of the Council to make a 
public statement supporting the 
investigation. 

In late July, Dromm, chairman 
of the Council’s Committee on Ed-
ucation, met with Naftuli Moster, 
the founder of YAFFED (Young 
Advocates for Fair Education), 
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BY BILL PARRY

The John Lennon Edu-
cational Bus Tour made 
a stop in Jackson Heights 
Monday and gave students 
from PS 69 the opportunity 
to write, perform, record 
and produce original songs, 
produce and shoot music 

videos and documentaries 
and complete a broadcast 
quality music video all in 
one day. 

The state-of-the-art roll-
ing recording studio, now 
in its 18th year, is making 
its way to schools in the five 
boroughs in honor of what 
would have been Lennon’s 

75th birthday on Oct. 9.
“Arts education is a 

wonderful way to motivate 
children, teach new skills 
and make the school day 
exciting,” School District 
30 Superintendent Dr. Phil-
ip Composto said. “The bus 
continues to be dedicated 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A Queens man has been ar-
rested and charged with attempt-
ing to provide material support 
and resources to ISIS, the foreign 
terrorist organization, accord-
ing to federal prosecutors. He is 
the fifth person in Queens to be 
brought in on such charges this 
year.

Based on a federal criminal 
complaint unsealed Sept. 17, Ali 
Saleh, a 22-year-old American cit-
izen who once lived in Jamaica, 
allegedly made multiple attempts 
to travel to the Middle East to join 
ISIL, also known as ISIS. 

Saleh was arraigned the af-
ternoon of Sept. 17 before U.S. 
District Judge Roanne Mann in 
Brooklyn federal court. 

BY TOM MOMBERG

A recent report released by the city Indepen-
dent Budget Office found that many landlords of 
residential buildings with city-regulated rents in 
Queens are setting rents an average of $350 less 

Yeshiva curriculum criticized

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

John Lennon Bus stops in boro

Dromm asks DOE 
to probe studies

Thousands of Hindus take part in a procession in downtown Flushing to honor Lord Ganesha, known as the 
Destroyer of Obstacles, as they make offerings of food and flowers. See story on Page 4. 

Photo by Michael Shain

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED

1-800-404-CLAW
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway

RETAIL MKT. ONLY
3  $33F

O
R

1 ¼ lb. Each 
Other Sizes 
Available

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com

The John Lennon Bus Tour stops by PS 
69 in Jackson Heights giving students a 
chance to produce their own music and 
videos. Courtesy of Council Member Dromm

Many Queens fl ats set below
maximum allowable rents

HOLIDAY PARADE

Feds arrest
Jamaica man

on ISIS counts

SEE AD ON PAGE 2 FOR DETAILS
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3MTA offers railway bridge to community
Private entity could manage Long Island City Highline-like space if it has good plan

BY BILL PARRY

For now the only activity 
atop a train trestle known 
as the LIRR Montauk Cut-
off in Long Island City is 
a few feral cats hunting 
for field mice. That could 
change if the MTA finds a 
partner who would revamp 
and repurpose the twin el-
evated railroad tracks that 
have gone unused since the 
1990s.

The tracks emerge from 
the woods east of Skillman 
Avenue that are surround-
ed by a gritty industrial 
zone near 49th Avenue. The 
railroad tracks descend 
into the Sunnyside Yards, 
the 180-acre rail yard which 
one day may be home to 
more than 11,000 affordable 
apartments if Mayor Bill de 
Blasio gets his way. 

The MTA is searching 
for an entity with the re-
sources and a plan to find 
some use for the structure.

“It is true that the MTA 

is seeking official expres-
sions of interest from 
businesses, nonprofits, 
community groups, and 
individuals who might be 
interested in taking over 
the management of a series 
of LIRR bridges in Long Is-
land City that are no longer 
needed for train service,” 

an MTA spokesman said. 
“We’re looking for detailed 
implementation and operat-
ing plans for their concepts, 
which can include, but are 
not limited to, public open 
space, urban farming, or 
museum or sculpture gar-
den space.”

The MTA would lease 

the 1/3-mile-long structure 
but not sell it, in case it is 
needed for transportation 
purposes in the future. 
There are also parameters 
that may prove to be pro-
hibitive for certain groups.

Potential operators 
would have to provide ac-
cess to the trestles that are 

16 feet above Skillman Av-
enue. There are no utilities 
currently serving the Mon-
tauk Cutoff, so any adaptive 
reuse plan might require 
electricity, water, sewer or 
gas at the partner expense. 
They would also be respon-
sible for the upkeep of the 
site, bridge maintenance 
and the cost of insurance, 
with general liability lim-
its of up to $5 million. 

Mitch Waxman, a west-
ern Queens historian and 
activist tour guide in the 
industrial zones around 
Newtown Creek, said he 
is “stoked” about the pos-
sibilities atop the Montauk 
Cutoff.

Waxman envisions an 
“LIC Greenway” that trans-
forms a post-industrial 
wasteland  into  a green in-
frastructure and urban ag-
riculture hybrid that offers 
educational opportunities, 
green collar jobs and com-
munity engagement.

Waxman says he’s “on 

the same page” with Gil Lo-
pez, the founder of the Smil-
ing Hogshead Ranch—an 
urban farm that operates 
on MTA-owned land at the 
base of the trestle between 
Pearson Place and 49th 
Avenue—is formulating a 
plan to expand his opera-
tion onto the Montauk Cut-
off that would include other 
western Queens greening 
groups with new cutting-
edge ecological technologies 
from cleaning polluted wa-
ter from sewage overflows 
to the latest in pollinating 
insects. Lopez believes the 
notion that Queens could 
get its own Highline-style 
park, which has been men-
tioned in some published 
reports, completely misses 
the mark.

“Please don’t get me 
wrong, I and other mem-
bers of Smiling Hogshead 
Ranch all love city parks 
and absolutely adore the 
Highline,” Lopez said. 

The MTA wants to hear ideas for this unused railway bridge in Long Island City and while some hope 
for a Highline-style park others have bigger ideas. Photo by Bill Parry

Richmond Hill street co-named for Jack Maple
Late NYPD deputy commissioner credited with starting ComStat remembered by Bratton

BY TOM MOMBERG

A new street sign on 
108th Street in Richmond 
Hill now bears the name of 
the NYPD’s former deputy 
commissioner for crime 
control, Jack Maple.

The NYPD held a street 
co-naming ceremony on 
Monday, following a reso-
lution passed by the City 
Council earlier this year, 
honoring the late officer on 
the street on which he grew 
up.

NYPD Commissioner 
Bill Bratton shared sev-
eral stories about Maple, a 
transit police officer cred-
ited with establishing the 
department’s data-driven 
policing model ComStat in 
1994. Bratton also read pas-
sages from a book Maple co-
wrote, “The Crime Fighter: 
Putting the Bad Guys Out 

of Business.”
Bratton said that as 

much as he misses Maple, 
who died after a battle with 

colon cancer in 2001, he was 
fortunate to have known 
him, and that the city was 
fortunate for the time he 
spent serving the NYPD.

“For those of you who 
don’t know Jack, even in 
telling these stories, you re-
ally cannot understand the 
fun we had with him, but 
also how much we learned 
from him,” Bratton said.

The police commis-
sioner described Maple’s 
character as bold and un-
abashed, honest and stern 
in a man with a great sense 
of humor. The stories he 
shared brought color to 
his description of the late 
officer who spent the first 
half of his career patrolling 
Times Square and the 42nd 
Street train station. 

Bratton said when Com-
Stat was initiated, he was 
able to compare locations 

where crime complaints 
had come from with loca-
tions where officers were 
being dispatched, noting 
they often were not the 
same. He recalled a con-
versation Maple had with 
officers who thought one 
building was too dangerous 
to go to.

“Jack with smoke com-
ing out of his ears said, 
‘Can you imagine how dan-
gerous it is for that 65-year-
old woman with shopping 
bags going in and out of 
that building every day? 
And you, a New York City 
cop with your gun and your 
badge, you are afraid to go 
there, too,’” Bratton said 
quoting Maple. “That was 
the essence of Jack Maple: 
He had to be where the 
crime was.”

The NYPD was joined 
for the unveiling of Jack 

Maple Place by Maple’s 
family and Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), 
who sponsored the street 
co-naming.

“I would like to think it 
was divine providence that 
inspired Jack to come up 
with what we now know as 
ComStat, a truly revolution-
ary idea,” Ulrich said in his 
remarks. “It turned this 
city around, it turned other 
cities around. Other police 
departments are now using 
it around America. What a 
profound impact this one 
person, this one kid from 
Richmond Hill, had on this 
community, on this city 
and on this country. Other 
people have something to 
offer, too. Hopefully his life, 
his legacy which we honor 
today, will inspire others to 
do just that.”

On the corner of 108th Street and Park Lane South in Richmond 
Hill, Police Commissioner William Bratton (r) presides over the cer-
emony to rename the street after his longtime deputy Jack Maple. 
Maple’s family is left. Photo by Michael Shain 
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People pray for peace, luck, fortune and anything positive during march down Main Street

BY GABRIEL ROM

Thousands of Hindu worship-
ers assembled at the Sri Maha 
Vallabha Ganapati Devasthanam 
Temple at 45-57 Bowne St. in 
Flushing Sunday afternoon to 
celebrate the birth of Lord Gane-
sha, also known as the Destroyer 
of Obstacles. 

Ganesha is a god many devout 
Hindus pray to every morning, 
and whose power to bring luck, 
fortune and peace is considered 
to be vast. 

“Every human being has ob-
stacles, from birth to their death, 
and to ward them off one prays 
to Lord Ganesh,” said Mahadeo 
Deopersaud, a Hindu religious 
scholar. “The lord is usually con-
fined to the temple and doesn’t 
get to go out.  This a chance to 
take him out and show him to the 
world.”

The celebration began with 
prayers inside the temple, where 
many worshipers brought food 

offerings in exchange for good 
tidings in the coming year. 
They then spilled into the street, 
dressed in their best dhotis and 
saris, and a holy statue of Gane-
sha was placed upon a 15-foot sil-
ver chariot. The procession then 
began in earnest.

The worshipers moved down 
Main Street. Many had their 
hands clasped and would briefly 
touch a rope trailing the chariot, 
connecting them to the god, after 
which they would quickly move 
aside and offer the rope to those 
near them. Deopersaud stood on 
the sidewalk watching.

“This statue is not an ordinary 
statue,” he said. “The energy of 
god is invoked into the statue and 
it becomes a holy object. The Hin-
du scriptures, the word of God, 
tell us that the one god of the uni-
verse is unfathomable so we find 
ways to reach this god, to form a 
connection.” 

As the procession made its 
way back to the temple, the Ga-

nesha statue was dipped in water 
in a ceremony meant to symboli-
cally dissolve away the sins and 
problems of those who show their 
devotion and thanks to the god.  

“The temple is full of positive 
vibrations, that’s why I’m here,” 
said a man from Jackson Heights 
who only gave his name as Mur-
thy. “That’s why people come to 
the temple: to pray for something 
positive,” he added as he walked 
towards the temple along with a 
friend whom he was taking to the 
ceremony for the first time. “All 
the positive energy is directed to-
wards the God, and that positive 
is radiated back.”

 Reach reporter Gabriel Rom 
by e-mail at grom@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Hindu worshipers move down Main Street in Flushing as they try to catch a 
glimpse of a chariot carrying the Lord Ganehsa. The annual nine-day festival 
ringing in Ganesha’s birth, concluded last Sunday Photo by Michael Shain
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960 Brush Hollow Rd., Westbury, NY 11590
For more info 516-669-7541

www.westburymarketfair.com

SAVE $5.00 WITH PURCHASE OF $10.00 OR MORE

BRING THIS COUPON

FIVE DOLLARS

OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE FOR WMF

LOVE 
SHOPPING

L68384677464

Coupon
expires
10/4/15

Westbury Market Fair
Green Acres Flea Market 

Has Closed,
The Vendors Have Moved To 

Westbury Market Fair, 
Flea Market!!!

OPEN
Saturday
& Sunday

8 am –
4 pm

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

Straphangers select 
7 train as city’s best 

BY BILL PARRY

Riders of the 7 train 
couldn’t believe what they 
were reading when the 
Straphangers Campaign’s 
annual rankings came 
out last week. For the sec-
ond year in a row, and the 
eighth time in the last 17 
years, the No. 7 subway line 
was named the city’s best 
in the advocacy group’s an-
nual report card.

“We were very sur-
prised, it really increased 
our traffic, especially on 
Twitter,” Melissa Orlando, 
the founding member of the 
social media group 7 Train 
Blues, said. “There’s such a 
disconnect. Right when the 
report came out my train 
broke down.”

One glance at her 
group’s Facebook page 
showed the dismay among 
its nearly 1,400 members. 
“Mind is blown!” posted 
Helenka Kullcza Whelan, 
“Makes me feel like I’m liv-
ing in the twilight zone,” 
wrote Bridget Riley.

7 Train Blues formed 
nine months ago so riders 
could share information 
about the constant delays 
that plague the No. 7 line 
as well as service suspen-
sion on weekends, danger-
ous overcrowding and near 
daily system issues such 
as stalled cars and signal 
malfunctions, according to 
Orlando. The Straphang-
ers Campaign said the 7 
ranked highest because it 
was the best in the system 
on frequency of service 
and subway car cleanli-
ness, and it also performed 
above average on two other 
measures: delays caused by 
mechanical breakdowns 
and seat availability at the 
most crowded point during 
rush hour.

“I would like to see them 
work more rider data into 
their analysis,” Orlando 
said. “They weight their 
metrics and I’d say they 
need to be adjusted, like 
the chance of getting a seat 
during rush hour. That’s 
become irrelevant as the 
number of riders has sky-

rocketed every year. What 
really matters as I stand on 
the platform waiting for 15 
minutes is wondering if I’ll 
even get on the train. Some-
times four or five trains go 
by totally packed.”

The Straphangers report 
was issued a week after the 
Citizens Budget Commis-
sion said the No. 7 had the 
worst stations in the city.

“There’s been a very 
steep decline in service 
this year, especially when 
there’s bad weather,” Or-
lando said. “I’m hoping this 
report doesn’t set us back. 
We’ll continue to raise our 
voices and set the record 
straight.”

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) is a member of 7 Train 
Blues and checks it daily. 
“As far as my constituents 
are concerned, I’m not sure 
the report is worth the pa-
per it’s printed on,” he said. 
“The day to day reality for 
7 train riders is a night-
mare.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) said that 
despite the report, it’s clear 
to any resident of western 
Queens that the 7 line is in 
dire need of improvement. 
“If the 7 train is the city’s 
best, I shudder to think of 
how bad the others must 
be,” he said.

MTA spokesman Kevin 
Ortiz said the Straphang-

ers report offered nothing 
that is not already avail-
able on his agency’s web-
site. “Furthermore, their 
evaluation of our service 
indicators does not repre-
sent the customer perspec-
tive,” he said.

Two other elected offi-
cials are more concerned 
with the state of No. 7 sub-
way stations which a new 
study says are the “worst” 
in the city. A new study by 
the Citizens Budget Com-
mittee last week showed 
that 37 percent of the 7 line 
stations were not in a “good 
state of repair.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) com-
plains that the conditions 
at the stations angers him. 
“A lot of the stations along 
Roosevelt Avenue are in 
very poor condition,” he 
said. 

“It is my hope that the 
MTA makes every pos-
sible effort to upgrade the 
stations along the 7 line, 
especially those at 52nd 
and 103rd Streets. These 
stations are not compatible 
with our 21st century New 
York City.”

City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) hates the weekend 
shutdowns “when there are 
major events happening in 
Queens,” but he finds the 
conditions at the stations 
“are deteriorating greatly.”

N0. 7 subway riders question how their line finished with top 
honors in the Straphanger Campaign’s annual rankings. 

Photo by Mike Shain
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Sepsis class at McClancy
First course in U.S. offered on Rory Staunton’s illness 

Jax Hgts. fest offers
feast for the senses

BY BILL PARRY
 
Monsignor McClancy 

Memorial High School in 
East Elmhurst became the 
first school in the country 
to pilot a new science edu-
cation module designed 
to teach middle and high 
school students about in-
fectious diseases with a 
special focus on sepsis. 

Members of the student 
body traveled to Washing-
ton, D.C. last week where 
the module was announced 
at the Rory Staunton Foun-
dation’s National Forum 
on Sepsis.

Rory Staunton of Sun-
nyside, was 12 years old 
when he died of sepsis af-
ter scraping his arm play-
ing basketball at school in 
2012. The wound became 
infected and caused his 
death from sepsis after 
doctors failed to diagnose 
it in time,

A number of the Mc-
Clancy students knew 
Rory through local bas-
ketball competitions and 
growing up together in the 
neighborhood. Rory’s par-
ents, Ciaran and Orlaith 
Staunton, established the 
Rory Staunton Founda-
tion in his honor to make 
people aware of sepsis and 
improve hospital protocols 
around the condition.

“Before Rory died I had 
never heard of sepsis,” 
Ciaran Staunton said. “We 
are raising awareness of 
sepsis at the Rory Staun-

ton Foundation.” Accord-
ing to the Mayo Clinic, 
sepsis is a potentially life-
threatening complication 
of an infection that occurs 
when chemicals released 
into the bloodstream to 
fight the infection trigger 
inflammatory responses 
throughout the body.

The inflammation can 
set off a cascade of changes 
that can damage multiple 
organ systems, causing 
them to fail. 

Ann Smith, a biology 
and environmental sci-
ence teacher at McClancy, 
began developing the mod-
ule after attending Rory’s 
funeral mass along with 
many of her own students.

“After hearing Rory’s 
story, I realized students 
in my classes were emo-
tionally impacted by his 
death,” she said. “I wanted 
them to understand what 
happened to Rory. She 
found that the school sci-
ence criteria did not in-
clude sepsis, even though 
it is both common and 
deadly, killing over 250,000 
Americans each year.

“We learn all about 
obesity, AIDS, even the 
dangers of salt but nothing 
about sepsis,” Staunton 
said. “It’s wonderful that 
this module will educate 
the student. The children 
at the school are tomor-
row’s parents, teachers 
and doctors.”

He hopes the Archdio-
cese  will look at the mod-

ule being introduced at 
their high school and use 
it more broadly in all of its 
schools eventually. Staun-
ton is encouraging public 
school teachers to also look 
at the module and pitch it 
to their principals.

“Our goal is to imple-
ment the new education 
module in school districts 
across the country to edu-
cate a new generation to 
understand sepsis, its 
symptoms, and treatment 
so that young people no 
longer die through the lack 

of awareness of the condi-
tion,” Orlaith Staunton.

The Stauntons are so 
committed to spreading 
the message about sepsis 
in honor of their son that 
they are in the process of 
selling their popular Sun-
nyside gastropub Molly 
Blooms. The Stauntons 
opened the restaurant at 
43-13 Queens Blvd. in 2011.

“We have to take a step 
back, as far as running the 
restaurant, we just can’t do 
it anymore,” Ciaran Staun-
ton said. 

BY GABRIEL ROM

The cultural and culi-
nary diversity of Queens 
was on full display at the 
Viva La Comida! Festival 
in Jackson Heights last Sat-
urday. The festival, now in 
its fifth year, is organized 
by the 82nd Street Partner-
ship. This year’s edition 
featured a dizzying array 
of food trucks and live en-
tertainment. 

Street vendors flanked 
Roosevelt Avenue, hawking 
pupusas from El Salvador, 
grilled corn with queso and 
chili powder from Mexico, 
and of course, the buttery 
corn-and-cheese arepas 
from the city-famous Arepa 
Lady, who hails from Colom-
bia. Her cart had a line half-
way down the block, even 
though she has a storefront 
a few blocks away on 77th 
and Roosevelt Avenue. 

Jeff Orlick, who has or-
ganized the past four Viva 
La Comida! festivals, decid-
ed to take this year off. He 

could be found sitting near 
the performance stage, 
having rice and chicken 
and watching festivalgoers 
stream by him. 

“I’m smiling this year,” 
he said. “I’m just eating 
and enjoying.”

Behind Orlick, Sofia Ri-
beiro, a fado singer, was on 
stage. Fado is the forlorn 
genre of music native to 
Portugal—that country’s 
version of the blues. As 
she sang, she also included 
tunes from other countries 
such as Brazil and Colom-
bia. That diversity mir-
rored the festival’s range of 
food. Indian curry, Italian 
sausage and Palestinian 
falafel could all be found.

“There are a lot of good 
people in Jackson Heights,” 
said Rodrigo Salazar one of 
the event’s organizers.  . “I 
only wish Jeff would keep 
organizing this, I fear it 
may become too commer-
cial. It’s a good thing for the 
neighborhood, I just hope 
they keep this nice, simple 
and local.”

Ciaran and Rory Staunton. 
Photo courtesy The Rory Staunton Foundation

Festivalgoers walk down Roosevelt Avenue at the Viva La Comida! 
Festival in Jackson Heights last Saturday. Photo by Gabriel Rom
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Make the choice 
that will change 
your life.

Academically rigorous. Amazingly affordable. Truly global.

•   More than 170 undergraduate and graduate programs

•   An accessible, award-winning faculty dedicated to scholarship and research

•   Ranked in the top 5 for giving students the “Best Bang for the Buck” by  

    Washington Monthly

To learn more about Queens College, including visiting our campus, go to  

qc.cuny.edu/explore

GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE  

Wednesday, October 7
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Federal investigators 
had been watching Saleh’s 
social media activity since 
last September. In August 
2014, he made a flight res-
ervation to travel from JFK 
airport to Istanbul, Tur-
key, just a few days after he 
tweeted: “I’m ready to die 
for the Caliphate, prison is 
nothing,” according to the 
criminal complaint. Saleh 
was unable to travel last 
August because his parents 
took away his passport, but 
that did not end his efforts 
to join ISIS overseas, ac-
cording to federal prosecu-
tors. 

In Queens, four other al-
leged terror suspects have 
been arrested and charged 
so far this year alone. In 
April two women, Asia Sid-
diqui, 31, and Noelle Velent-
zas, 28, were charged with 
plotting a terror attack and 
having alleged ties to ter-
rorist network Al-Qaeda, 
according to the U.S. atttor-
ney’s office in Brooklyn. 

In June, federal investi-
gators arrested and charged 
Munther Saleh, 20, and an 
unnamed co-conspirator 
for allegedly plotting an 
attack as well as allegedly 
communicating with ISIS. 

In the latest case, Saleh 
again made repeated at-
tempts to travel overseas 
between July 23 and Aug. 
5, the complaint said. He 
first went to JFK to board 
a Qatar Airways flight on a 
one-way ticket to Cairo. He 
was questioned by airport 
law enforcement officials 
as well as U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection and then 
denied a ticket. 

Later in the day, law en-
forcement agents observed 
him at Newark Airport try-
ing to board another flight 
to go overseas. Prosecutors 
said the next day Saleh 
took a train to Philadel-
phia, made his way to the 
airport, and approached 
an airline ticket counter 
where he was again turned 
away. Federal agents ques-
tioned him again. 

According to federal in-
vestigators, Saleh told them 

he was leaving for Yemen 
and that his parents would 
be upset if they found out 
about his trips.  He was 
asked about ISIS, investiga-
tors said, and in the crimi-
nal complaint he was quot-
ing as saying, “It’s hard to 
figure out who’s right or 
who’s wrong.”

But Saleh’s attempt to 
leave the country did not 
stop there, according to fed-
eral prosecutors. He trav-
eled July 30 to Indianapo-
lis International Airport, 
where he was again stopped 
by federal investigators. He 
mentioned to law enforce-
ments agents that he had 
lived in Fort Wayne, Ind. 
for several months but was 
originally from Jamaica, 
Queens.  

Then on Aug. 2, Saleh at-
tempted to board a train to 
Canada, but investigators 
stopped him and said he 
would be denied entrance 
into Canada. Saleh then 
changed his train ticket 
destination to Cleveland, 
Ohio and left the train sta-
tion. 

an educational advocacy 
group founded by individu-
als raised within the ultra-
Orthodox communities of 
New York City. 

“Naftuli Moster’s story 
is a very powerful one,” 
Dromm said, “especially in 
this country, where every-
one is supposed to get an 
adequate education. I am 
involving myself because 
morally, I believe that I 
must.”

Days after the meeting, 
YAFFED released a com-
plaint to city education of-
ficials signed by more than 
50 parents, students and 
teachers from 39 yeshivas, 
alleging that subjects such 
as science, history and 
English-language study 
were virtually absent for 
elementary school boys 
and completely absent from 
education for high-school 
students.

That same day, Dromm 
sent a letter to Richard Cor-
don, the special commis-
sioner of investigation for 
the New York City School 
District  at the city’s  De-
partment of Investigation. 

In the letter Dromm said, 
“Education advocates have 
brought to my attention 
troubling allegations that 
a large number of students 
do not receive adequate 
instruction in the appro-
priate subjects. The most 
upsetting of these alleges 
that older children are es-
sentially denied any kind 
of secular education.” 

Three days later Con-
don responded, saying he 
had referred the matter to 
the DOE general counsel 
and that the DOE would un-
dertake “specific steps” to 
“investigate and address” 
the allegations about the 
yeshivas. 

“The councilman didn’t 
just sit by and say he would 
support us,” Moster said. 
“He took action and that’s 
something no one else has 
done so far.” 

Norman Siegel, 
YAFFED’s lawyer, sees 
in Dromm, who spent 30 
years teaching in the pub-
lic school system, a genuine 
ally in the fight for better 
education for yeshiva stu-
dents. 

“This is a very contro-
versial issue and it appears 
that many elected officials 
want to look the other way, 

and to his credit the coun-
cilman isn’t. We’re very 
pleased, but we’re not sur-
prised,” Siegel said. “I’ve 
known the councilman for 
many years and I think he 
is a person of principal. He 
speaks up when he thinks 
there is an injustice.”

Dromm speaks of his in-
volvement as one of simple 
civic duty.

“I have a legal obligation 
to report and to ask author-
ities to further investigate 
allegations of illegal activ-
ity,” he said. “Yeshivas that 
do not offer an education 
equivalent to that of public 
schools—which includes 
teaching secular subjects 
until the age of 16—are vio-
lating the law. Everybody 
knows that.” 

 According to the DOE, 
as part of its investigation a 
set of requests will soon be 
sent to the yeshivas.  School 
superintendents will then 
consider the responses 
and determine whether 
the yeshivas are following 
state guidelines.  If the re-
sponses are not adequate 
to make that determina-
tion, superintendents may, 
among other options, visit 
the yeshivas.

Continued from Page 1 

Saleh

Continued from Page 1 

Yeshivas

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

Complete Menu online: www.Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway (Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$2299

FISH & CHIPS 
DINNER

$1199

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPON ONLY WITH COUPON ONLYEXP. 10/10/15 EXP. 10/10/15

3  $33F
O
R

LOBSTERS 

+TAX +TAX

ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 10/10/15

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, S
EPT. 27, 2015

9

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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Avella slams Vallone bill creating registry for deeds
BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) is saying a bill 
introduced by City Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side) that seeks to protect 
deed-restricted properties 
is weak. 

A restrictive covenant is 
a clause in a deed or lease 
to real property that limits 
what the owner can do with 
the property, according to 
Vallone. 

For neighborhoods like 
Broadway-Flushing, re-
strictive covenants help 
homeowners associations 
preserve their suburban 
quality of life, he said.

Vallone’s bill would re-
quire the city Department 
of Buildings to keep a regis-
try of restrictive covenants 
filed with the DOB and 
make the registry available 
to the public during busi-
ness hours.

In a letter to Vallone 
dated Sept. 14, Avella said 
he opposes the bill because 

it does not require the DOB 
to review the deed registry 
before issuing any permits 
for properties. 

In a telephone inter-
view, Avella said the bill 
is merely a “political gim-
mick,” noting that the bill 

he introduced back in 2003 
calls on the DOB to enforce 
the covenant as an added 
condition of getting a con-
struction permit. 

“It accomplishes noth-
ing,” Avella said. “To me, 
this is the worst type of pol-

itician who does this and 
I’m not going to stand by 
without commenting that 
this doesn’t help anybody. 
I’m tired of political gim-
micks. I’m all about, ‘Let’s 
come up with a resolution,’ 
and unfortunately, Val-

lone’s bill is just a political 
gimmick.” 

He also noted that 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz introduced a 
similar bill when they were 
both on the City Council 
and that it was similar to 
Vallone’s legislation. 

The City Council’s hous-
ing and buildings commit-
tee held a hearing on the 
bill Sept. 16. 

Vallone said that the bill 
is addressing an issue that 
has yet to be successfully 
legislated.

Restrictive covenants 
are private agreements 
subject to a court’s enforce-
ment, which is outside the 
DOB’s mandate and the 
Council’s legislative au-
thority, he said.

“I would have hoped 
that after eight years as a 
Council member, Senator 
Avella would understand 
this basic fact,” he said in 
a statement. “Taking ac-
tion for our constituents is 
never a ‘press gimmick’ but 

rather a promise kept. The 
senator should be embar-
rassed because, once again, 
it’s clearly a case of the pot 
calling the kettle black.” 

Maria Becce, second 
vice president of the Broad-
way-Flushing Homeowners 
Association, praised the 
legislation.

“This bill will be of great 
value to prospective build-
ers as well as individual 
homeowners, reminding 
them to inform themselves 
about these covenants be-
fore finalizing their build-
ing plans,” Becce said. “In-
tro 280 is an important first 
step in bringing attention 
to restrictive deeds.”

Avella, the Broadway 
Flushing Homeowners 
Association, state Assem-
blyman Ed Braunstein (D-
Bayside) and 75 residents 
held a rally in Bowne Park 
in which they called on the 
city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission to grant 
Broadway-Flushing histor-
ic district status.

Urban planning consultant Paul Graziano speaking at a rally calling for historic district status for the 
Broadway-Flushing neighborhood.  Photo by Michael Shain
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to providing young people 
with tours of the studios 
and participation in free 
songwriting and multi-
media workshops.”

The John Lennon Edu-
cational Tour Bus events 
will culminate with the 
creation of the world’s 
largest human peace sign 
in Central Park Oct. 6. The 
bus happened to stop by PS 
69 on the same day that the 
United Nations observed 
International Day of Peace 
with Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-Moon appealing to 
all warring parties to lay 
down their weapons and 
observe a global cease-
fire and “stop the killings 
and the destruction, and 
create space for a lasting 
peace.”

The significance of the 
date was not lost on the 
school’s principal, Martha 
Vasquez.

 “I can’t help thinking 

that having this event to-
day, the International Day 
of Peace, helps us com-
memorate this meaning-
ful day and celebrate John 
Lennon’s ideals of peace in 
a special way,” she said.

Deborah Strack 
Kregan, an arts liaison 
and SEM teacher special-
ist for PS 69, pointed out 
the school’s diversity. 

“Our students speak 
more than 26 different 
languages at home and 
music is the one common 
language that they all 
share and love at PS 69,” 
she said. “Imagine if ev-
eryone could follow the 
lead of our students and 
learn to live together as 
one unified community 
with respect for all.”

Elected officials 
stopped by included U.S. 
Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), an ac-
complished guitar player 
himself, and state Sens. 
Toby Ann Stavisky (D-
Flushing) and Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst).

“The philosophy be-
hind the John Lennon 
Educational Bus is to pro-
mote peace and by having 
it here in the district, we 
are doing that: spreading 
the word about peace,” 
Peralta said. “The bus 
brings an amazing oppor-
tunity for our students by 
allowing them to create 
their own music, song-
writing and connect to the 
legacy of John Lennon. 
Maybe we find the next 
music legend in the bus as 
it tours Queens.”

Before departing, the 
Lennon Bus and busi-
nesses Juniper Networks 
and Securematics donat-
ed $4,000 worth of cash 
and equipment to PS 69 to 
bolster the school’s music 
program.

City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who arranged 
for the visit, said the do-
nation would enhance the 
school’s music program, 
“which was cut back over 
the last few years.”

Continued from Page 1 

Lennon
than the  set maximum-reg-
ulated amounts.

For rent-regulated hous-
ing, the city sets a cap on 
the rate at which units can 
be leased. But the IBO found 
that owners of thousands of 
those qualified apartments 
charge tenants much less, 
at what is known as a pref-
erential rate.

Landlords often charge 
preferential rents to keep 
reliable tenants. But in 
neighborhoods like Fresh 
Meadows and Bay Terrace, 
where roughly 60 percent 
of rent-regulated housing 
units are set at a preferen-
tial rate, the IBO said those 
majorities are strong in-
dicators that market-rate 
rents are not constrained 
by rent regulations in those 
neighborhoods.

Rent-regulated hous-
ing includes both rent-con-
trolled housing, which is set 
at the same rate for tenants 
or their families who have 
been living in their apart-
ments since 1971 or before 
as well as rent-stabilized 

housing.  Rent-stabilized 
units are in buildings built 
before 1974 which rent for 
less than $2,500 a month 
when the lease is signed or 
for buildings where the de-
veloper takes advantage of 
certain tax incentive pro-
grams. This is according 
to the city Rent Guidelines 
Board.

In the IBO’s analysis, 
apartment registration 
data from 2013, the most 
recent figures available, 
found that 23 percent of 
the over 765,000 state-regis-
tered rent-regulated units 
in the city were rented at a 
preferential rate.

About 42 percent of all 
apartments in the borough 
are registered as rent-reg-
ulated units, according to 
the RGB.

Nearly 46,500 of the reg-
ulated units in Queens were 
set at preferential rates, ac-
cording to the IBO.

About 38 percent of rent-
regulated units in Flush-
ing are set at preferential 
rates — about 35 percent 
in Astoria and 34 percent 
in Sunnyside — at a mean 
preferential discount of 
about $350 below the regu-
lated cap, according to the 
report.

Queens and Brooklyn 

Continued from Page 1 

Rents

The city Independent Budget Office estimates that many Queens 
and Brooklyn landlords of rent-regulated units set rates below city 
caps.

FOR HYPER-LOCAL NEWS 
VISIT US AT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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