
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Dozens of Habitat for 
Humanity and Delta Air-
lines volunteers, a few car-
rying small luggage, gath-
ered Wednesday on a rainy 
day to start work on restor-
ing an abandoned home in 

Cambria Heights. 
The derelict house, in-

fested with termites, fell 
victim to foreclosure and 
then became a zombie home 
until a fire destroyed most 
of the property. The proper-
ty was then handled by the 
U.S. Department of Hous-

ing and Urban Develop-
ment before being acquired 
by the New York City Hous-
ing Authority to become af-
fordable housing. 

Future homeowners are 
required to volunteer in the 
restoring of their homes. At 

BY BILL PARRY

Astoria resident Brendan Fay 
got a phone call late Monday eve-
ning. One that he had been wait-
ing a quarter of a century to get.

John Lahey, the chairman of 
the board of directors of the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade Inc., was on 
the line inviting the gay rights ac-
tivist and his Lavender and Green 
Alliance to join in the 253-year-
old Fifth Avenue parade next 
year, under their own banner.

“The decision to invite an Irish 
gay organization, The Lavender 
and Green Alliance, sends a posi-
tive message across the Irish cul-
tural landscape,” Fay said. “With 
the decision we cross a historic 

BY GABRIEL ROM

Danny Brown, renowned restaurateur and 
home-grown star of Queens’ culinary scene, is 
looking for a little respect. 

Brown announced last week that he has 
walked out of late-stage negotiations with a Long 

BY MADINA TOURE

Community leaders and elect-
ed officials have blasted the city 
Economic Development Corpora-
tion for failing to immediately re-
port fuel-contaminated oil it dis-
covered during its Linden Place 
extension road and wetlands miti-
gation project in College Point. 

Reconstruction of Linden 
Place between 28th Avenue and 
23rd Avenue and 130th Street is 
complete and open to traffic. The 
132nd Street extension, which 
will connect Linden Place to 20th 
Avenue, is currently under way. 

Residents complained to Com-
munity Board 7 last week that 
they smelled oil throughout Col-
lege Point.

An anonymous whistleblower 
notified the state Department 
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Star Forest Hills restaurateur 
is looking for greener pastures

Linden Place 
project leaves
a bad smell 

St. Pat’s win for LGBT marchers
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Bringing dream homes alive

Astoria group gets 
spot in parade

Maker Faire, the hugely popular inventors festival which started in San Francisco but has spread around the 
world, draws an estimated 70,000 visitors to the grounds of the New York Hall of Science for demonstrations 
of wild gadgets like this oversized, peddle-powered two-wheeler.  Photo by Micahel Shain

REINVENTING THE WHEEL

Thirteen homes are being built in a joint 
project of Habitat for Humanity and Delta 
Airlines. Courtesy of Delta/Chasi Annexy

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED

1-800-404-CLAW
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway

RETAIL MKT. ONLY
3  $33F

O
R

1 ¼ lb. Each 
Other Sizes 
Available

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com

Westbury Market Fair
OPEN

Saturday & Sunday
8 am – 4 pmp

For more info 516-669-7541  
www.westburymarketfair.com

SEE COUPON INSIDE FOR SAVINGS

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE
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960 Brush Hollow Rd., Westbury, NY 11590
For more info 516-669-7541

www.westburymarketfair.com

SAVE $5.00 WITH PURCHASE OF $10.00 OR MORE

BRING THIS COUPON

FIVE DOLLARS

OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE FOR WMF

LOVE 
SHOPPING

L68384677464

Coupon
expires
10/18/15

Westbury Market Fair
Green Acres Flea Market 

Has Closed,
The Vendors Have Moved To 

Westbury Market Fair, 
Flea Market!!!

OPEN
Saturday
& Sunday

8 am –
4 pm

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Mon.–Fri. 3:30pm–11pm  Sat. 4pm–midnight  Sun. 1pm–10pm

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE  
PARTIES  

and  
CATERING 
available  

for all  
occasions

Grover HS stays: City 
Ridgewood school given time to avoid takeover

BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of 
Education said it was com-
mitted to keeping Grover 
Cleveland HS in Ridgewood 
open at a public hearing 
last weekend. 

Grover Cleveland, lo-
cated at 21-27 Himrod St., is 
one of 55 schools that have 
been identified by the state 
Education Department as 
struggling schools, with 
another seven singled out 
as persistently struggling. 
Eight other Queens schools 
were on the list. 

City Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Fariña has one 
year to improve the persis-
tently struggling schools 
and two years to improve 
the struggling schools or 
the schools may be turned 
over to an independent re-
ceiver.

An independent receiv-
er could be another school 
district, a non-profit en-
tity or an individual with 
a proven track record. The 
receiver is appointed for up 
to three school years and 
serves under the state Edu-
cation Department.

District 24 High School 
Superintendent Elaine 
Lindsey said the school has 
received funding for Ex-
tended Learning Time and 
professional development 
and that most of the school’s 
classes are currently with-
in the legal class-size limit. 

Lindsey said the city ex-
pects Grover Cleveland to 
be off the struggling school 
list by the end of this year.

She encouraged stu-
dents and parents to in-
form the community of the 
school’s achievements and 
participate in rebranding 
the school. 

“It has been identified 
as struggling, but it’s not a 
school that’s on the radar to 
be closed,” she said.

For the 2015-2016 school 
year, the school is aiming 
for a 63 percent graduation 
rate for June, a 65 percent 
graduation rate for Au-
gust, an 85 percent atten-
dance rate and a minimum 
5 percent increase in the 
Regents exam pass rate for 

every content area, accord-
ing to data presented by 
Denise Vittor, the school’s 
principal. 

The school’s June grad-
uation rate was 60.7 percent 
for the 2014-15 school year, 
compared to 51 percent dur-
ing the 2013-14 school year 
and 53 percent in the 2012-
13 school year.

The August graduation 
rate was 62.5 percent in 
2014-15, 58 percent in 2013-
14 and 60.2 percent in 2012-
13. 

The attendance rate 
was 82.5 percent in 2014-15, 
compared to 79 percent in 
2013-14 and 78 percent in 
2012-13. 

Students and parents 
asked questions about the 
fair student funding model, 
the career and technical 
education program, schol-
arships for college-bound 
students and funding for 
electronic resources. They 
also suggested more di-
verse sports options..

Vittor said the school 
receives about $20,000 an-
nually for electronic re-
sources, which is insuffi-
cient as each Smartboard 
costs $6,500 and that it is 
working to expand its  al-
lied health program.

“We want your partici-
pation every month,” she 
said. “We want your par-
ticipation more than every 
month.” 

Ridgewood resident Mar-
itza Namuche, 55, whose son 
is in the 10th grade, said the 
school should send a letter 
to families describing what 
students have learned in a 
given month.

“If the teacher can send 
the parents the syllabus, 
that’s the way we can help 
the students,” Namuche 
said. 

Rosemary Hennessey, a 
member of the student lead-
ership team whose daugh-
ter is in the 11th grade, 
suggested the formation 
of a rap group to compose 
a song about difficult sub-
jects.

“I’m sure a lot of kids 
like music,” Hennessey 
said. “I’m sure a lot of kids 
like rap music.”

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said Vittor has made “tre-
mendous strides” in im-
proving the school’s edu-
cational environment and 
that the school could bene-
fit from the extra resources 
that schools in the city’s 
Renewal Schools program 
receive. 

“I am ready and willing 
to work with the entire Gro-
ver Cleveland High School 
community to help protect 
this school from receiver-
ship, improve its gradu-
ation rates, and increase 
parental participation,” 
Addabbo said in a state-
ment. 

State Assemblywoman 
Cathy Nolan (D-Ridge-
wood), a 1976 Grover Cleve-
land graduate, voiced her 
support for the school and 
commended Vittor’s ef-
forts.

“With the right support 
and resources, I believe the 
school can be the best ver-
sion of itself,” Nolan said in 
a statement.

Maritza Namuche, whose son is in the 10th grade, offers a sugges-
tion for improving the ailing school. Photo by Madina Toure
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3Lynch on Working Families line in Nov.
BY TOM MOMBERG

Rebecca Lynch is still in 
the running in the general 
election for the vacant east-
ern Queens City Council 
seat, but she has not said 
whether she would still be 
mounting a campaign.

Three candidates repre-
senting four different party 
lines will be on the ballot 
to replace Mark Weprin 
for the 23rd City Council 
District seat in the city’s 
off-year general election on 
Tuesday, Nov. 3.

Joe Concannon, a re-
tired NYPD captain, Air 
Force veteran and cyber 
security entrepreneur, will 
be running on both the Re-
publican and Conservative 
party lines. 

Lynch, the former assis-
tant commissioner for the 
mayor’s community affairs 
unit, will be on the ballot 
for the Working Families 
Party. 

And former state Assem-
blyman Barry Grodenchik, 
currently on leave from an 

administrative position 
with the borough presi-
dent, will be running on 
the Democratic Party line 
he secured in the Septem-
ber primary against Lynch 
and four other candidates, 
snatching up nearly 28 per-
cent of the 6,740 votes that 
were cast.

Each of them will be vy-
ing to represent the diverse 
eastern Queens neighbor-
hoods of Bellerose, Glen 
Oaks, Floral Park, Bayside 
Hills, Hollis Hills and parts 
of Queens Village in a seat 
that has been vacant since 
June.

Lynch’s campaign has 
been somewhat inactive 
since the primary, during 
which she got about 20 per-
cent of the district’s votes—
fewer than runner-up Bob 
Friedrich, who secured 23 
percent.

Lynch submitted peti-
tions to run on both the 
Democratic and Working 
Families party lines in 
July. She had no opponents 
on the Working Families 

Party ballot.
When asked if Lynch 

would continue her cam-
paign to try to take the 
Council seat in the general 
election, her campaign of-
fice replied by sidestepping 
the question.

“Right now, we are fo-
cused on thanking our 
amazing supporters for 
their tireless efforts during 
the Democratic primary,” 
Lynch said in a statement. 
“We congratulate Mr. Gro-
denchik on his victory and 
look forward to hearing 
more about his platform for 
helping Council District 23 
seniors and families dur-
ing the general election.”

Lynch, who got great 
support and a number of 
endorsements from labor 
unions before the primary, 
cannot be removed from 
the ballot under city Board 
of Elections rules, so she 
will be on the ballot. The 
only way a candidate can 
be removed from the ballot 
is by death, disqualifica-
tion or, in the case of Su-

preme Court nominees, by 
declining the line after be-
ing nominated, according 
to the BOE.

When asked if there 
were some party politics at 
play between Grodenchik 
and Lynch preventing her 
from continuing her cam-
paign, a spokesman for 
Working Families Party 
gave a limited response.

“We’re very proud to 
have supported Rebecca in 
the primary, but we don’t 
believe she is continuing to 
campaign in the general,” 
the spokesman said.

The Queens County 
Democratic Committee did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.

District residents will 
have three candidates to 
choose from in November, 
but are likely to only see ac-
tive campaigns from two of 
them.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Rebecca Lynch, seen here casting her vote in the Democratic pri-
mary election, will be on the ballot in the general election, but is 
not running a campaign. Photo by Michael Shain

Rochdale library reopens adult learning center
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

It took almost a dozen 
years, but the Friends of 
Rochdale Library Adult 
Learning Center was able 
to see its hard work come to 
fruition Sept. 25, the open-
ing day of the renovated 
and extended Rochdale Vil-
lage Queens Library Adult 
Learning Center at 137th 
Avenue. 

The $5.18-million reno-
vation and expansion in-
cluded revamping the orig-
inal adult center—from a 
few cubicles to an expanded 
room with additional desks 
and computers along with 
a group study room, which 
overlooks a small outdoor 
reading garden.

The 1,700-square-foot 
expansion will serve the 
neighborhood with ex-
panded computer services, 
programs for all ages, after-
school study hours, story 
reading and community 

events.  
“This really was a labor-

of-love effort. The tutors are 
the heart of this program,” 
Bridget Carey-Quinn, 
Queens Library’s interim 
president and CEO, said. 

Friends of the Rochdale 
Village Adult Learning 
Center began in 2002 to 
help adults from all back-
grounds in the community. 
As the number of program 
attendees grew, tutors and 

volunteers reached out to 
elected borough officials to 
help fund the much-needed 
space.

“They called me every 
day and it was the right 
thing to do,” said City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), chairman 
of the Council’s Committee 
of Cultural Affairs. “They 
were compelled to do some-
thing. People are changing 
their lives for the better—
amazing acts of grace hap-
pen here every single day.”

Last year, the program 
served about 360 adults 
in the community. It also 
serves as a multilingual in-
formation resource and re-
ferral center, and provides 
immigrant families with a 
wide array of instruction-
al, vocational, recreational, 
family support and social 
services. 

“It was a long, hard 
fight, but we made it,” said 
Christine Hughes, one of 

the founding members of 
Friends of the Rochdale 
Village Adult Learning 
Center. 

Hughes said elected of-
ficials state Assemblywom-
an Vivian Cooke (D-Jamai-
ca), Council members Van 
Bramer and Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica), state Sen. 
James Sanders (D-South 
Ozone Park) and Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
were critical in gaining 
support and funding for the 
new addition to the Roch-
dale Village Library. 

“We wanted to create an 
environment conducive to 
learning,” David Prender-
gast from the Manhattan-
based Prendergast Laurel 
Architects firm said about 
the center’s design. 

Services at the adult 
learning center include 
adult basic education, pre-
high school equivalency 
instruction, English as a 
second language programs 

and citizenship classes. In 
addition, job preparation 
workshops, small literacy 
groups, computer-assisted 
instruction, monthly cul-
tural workshops, indepen-
dent learning materials, 
and an extensive book and 
multimedia collections are 
available.

“I learned English in 
four months—my husband 
brought me here,” said 
Joyce Oleyweke, who came 
from West Africa, a largely 
French-speaking region. 
“They taught me to recog-
nize money such as a dime 
is small in size but costs 
more than a nickel. It made 
everything easy for me. I 
am grateful.”

Elected officials, the 
city’s Department of Design 
and Construction and com-
munity members joined in 
the ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny to the new adult learn-
ing center.  

The $5.18 million renovation includes a a group study room which 
overlooks this new, outdoor reading garden. Sadef Kully
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AG fi nds irregularities in sale of Jewish center
BY TOM MOMBERG

The state attorney gen-
eral’s office has found that 
required regulations were 
not followed in the sale of 
the Bayside Jewish Center 
to the city early last month. 

Meanwhile, planning 
and the gathering of com-
munity input has begun 
following a request by state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) asking the AG to look 
into the sale of the build-
ing to the city School Con-
struction Authority, which 
initially planned to use the 
lot to construct a new high 
school.  The sale has been 
met with strong commu-
nity opposition.

The Bayside Jewish Cen-
ter, 203-05 32nd Ave., failed 
to file a petition with the AG 
regarding its sale proposal, 
according to Assistant At-
torney General Karin Gold-
man, who responded to 
Avella’s request. 

Filing a petition prior to 
the sale of a house of wor-

ship is required by the state 
Religious Corporations Law 
and Nonprofit Corporation 
Law to give the state the op-
portunity to review appli-
cable deals in accordance 
with existing statutes.

“By rushing to sell the 
Bayside Jewish Center, not 
only were the nearly unani-
mous objections to the pro-
posal ignored, but so too 

were the regulations gov-
erning it,” Avella said in a 
statement. “The attorney 
general can’t review the 
deal’s compliance with the 
law if he was never present-
ed it in the first place. This 
begs the question: What 
other procedures were 
ignored in the attempt to 
push the project through?”

The director of the Jew-

ish Center could not be 
reached for comment. Plan-
ning for the new school is 
already underway.

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) held a com-
munity engagement meeting 
last week with representa-
tives from the SCA, the city 
Department of Education 
and residents to discuss fu-
ture plans for the site. 

Recognizing that the 
public was not informed 
before the purchase of the 
Jewish Center and that 
community engagement 
over school site selection 
by the SCA and DOE has 
historically been lack-
ing, Vallone said he and 
the city agencies would be 
committed to working with 
residents to address major 
concerns and minimize the 
impact on the residential 
character of the neighbor-
hood going forward with 
this site.

Baysiders have been 
concerned over the poten-
tial for increased traffic, 

as well as the size of the 
school necessary to relieve 
the school district’s over-
crowded classrooms on just 
over an acre of land.

 “I don’t think anyone 
supports the SCA’s site 
selection process, a pro-
cess that clearly needs to 
be changed. However, our 
continuing community en-
gagement forums will en-
sure that our community’s 
voices are heard,” Vallone 
said.

During the meeting, of-
ficials said the size could be 
minimized  and they would 
consider tailoring a smaller 
building to specialized pro-
grams that have been lack-
ing in northeast Queens.

Vallone said he pushed 
back the environmental 
impact study required af-
ter the sale was finalized 
this summer, so school day 
traffic could be considered 
and Community Board 11 
could have its input.

Avella drafted a bill 
last session that passed 

the Senate, but must be 
reintroduced next session 
in both houses—a bill that 
would require the SCA and 
other school districts in the 
state to gather public input 
to be included in the selec-
tion process before a sale is 
finalized.

“There is never a conver-
sation—let’s have a conver-
sation. If there is a need, let’s 
work together to find appro-
priate sites,” Avella said. “I 
think (Vallone) is actually 
behind this. Here we are, the 
community opposes this—
not a new high school, but 
just the location—and here 
he is, the councilman for the 
area, behind the scenes sup-
porting it.”

Vallone is however, cur-
rently putting together a 
workshop group to work 
with the SCA and mitigate 
community concerns for 
the project. He is encourag-
ing community stakehold-
ers to take part, and sign 
up by calling his office at 
718-619-8611.

The city School Construction Authority and Councilman Paul 
Vallone begin meeting with residents regarding planning for a 
new school building at the Bayside Jewish Center site. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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Mineola • 1.866.WINTHROP • winthrop.org

Breast Health Center

BREAST HEALTH CARE
DESIGNED FOR YOU.

The latest testing and treatment options – all in one place. 

Breakthrough 3D mammography for 
more accurate diagnosis. 

Today’s most advanced diagnostic tools.

The latest minimally invasive biopsy techniques.

Leading-edge chemotherapy, radiation and surgery 
for cancer patients.

A diversified team of highly skilled and 
experienced breast surgeons.

All care and a full range of support services coordinated by a 
dedicated Nurse Navigator and Breast Cancer Social Worker.  

The first nationally accredited Breast Health Center 
in Nassau County.

CABLEVISION CH 652CABLEVISION CH 652
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Smith,Tabone delay surrender
Health concerns, family issues cited in postponement requests

Jax Hgts tackles 
airplane noise 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Two convicted borough 
political players—former 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
and Queens Republican 
Vice Chairman Vincent 
Tabone—were approved 
for an extension on their 
surrender dates to fed-
eral prison on corruption 
charges, due to health and 
family issues, according to 
federal court records.

Smith’s appeals at-
torney, Marc Fernich, 
requested a six-week ex-
tension on the Sept. 21 
surrender date citing a 
medical check-up and Ta-
bone’s appeals attorney, 
Eric Nelson, requested a 
Sept. 28 surrender date for 
a one-month extension be-
cause of child care needs 
and health issues. 

Both requests were ap-
proved by Federal Judge 
Kenneth Karas in White 
Plains.

The case revolved 
around an attempt to get 
Smith, a former Democrat-
ic majority leader in Al-
bany, a spot on the Repub-
lican line in the November 
2013 mayoral race.

In the elaborate bribery 
and fraud scheme that took 
place from November 2012 
through April 2013, Smith, 
Tabone and former City 
Councilman Daniel Hal-
loran participated in two 
overlapping corruption 
plots that involved the pay-
ment of bribes to obtain a 

Wilson-Pakula certificate, 
a way to run for office on 
another party line. 

Halloran, who repre-
sented northeast Queens, 
has begun serving a 10-
year prison term, follow-
ing his conviction in a 
separate trial.

Smith and Tabone were 
convicted after a four-
week jury trial in Febru-
ary. Smith was sentenced 
to 84 months in prison on 
bribery and fraud charges, 
while Tabone was given 42 
months for bribery, fraud 
and witness tampering in 
federal court.

According to federal 
court records, a letter from 
Smith’s nephrologist, Dr. 
David Faitelli said Smith’s 
medical insurance com-
pany would not accommo-

date schedule changes less  
than a year from his last 
appointment.

“He has a history of 
prostate cancer, which 
was treated with surgery, 
and therefore it is impor-
tant that he have yearly 
physicals. Since he has 
been a patient of mine 
since 2008, it is important 
that his physical be done 
here,” wrote Faitelli, a 
kidney specialist at Pro-
Health Care Associates in 
New Hyde Park. 

Tabone, who admitted 
in court that he was a re-
covering alcoholic, needed 
additional time to address 
a “serious family health 
and child care issue,” his 
attorney said in a letter to 
Judge Karas. 

Prosecutors who were 

assigned to the case did 
not object to either exten-
sion request. 

In response to Smith’s 
request, Judge Karas 
wrote, “request is grant-
ed,” while the response 
for Tabone’s request was 
slightly more detailed, “In 
light of the family health 
and child care issues men-
tioned in this letter and 
in the absence of any ob-
jection from counsel, the 
court grants Mr Tabone’s 
request,” Karas wrote in 
the letter filed in court re-
cords. 

Smith’s surrender date 
has been rescheduled for 
Friday, Nov. 6  and Tab-
one’s has been resched-
uled for Tuesday, Nov. 2, 
according to federal court 
records. 

BY BILL PARRY

Airplane noise has 
become such a quality-of-
life issue around Jackson 
Heights that a group of 
elected officials is hosting 
a town hall on the subject 
Sunday, Oct. 18.  

Residents will have 
the opportunity to sound 
off about living along the 
flight paths to and from 
LaGuardia Airport as well 
as voice their concerns 
about the upcoming mul-
tibillion-dollar renovation 
project.

Airport noise has be-
come so bad in Jackson 
Heights that more than 
1,290 households filed com-
plaints last year, the most 
of any neighborhood in 
New York or New Jersey, 
according to Port Author-
ity data. People can make 
repeated complaints, but 
the Port Authority counts 
the household only once.

The Port Authority will 
attend the town hall meet-
ing. The Federal Aviation 
Administration has been 
invited, but the agency has 
not confirmed yet.

“Unfortunately, air-
craft noise pollution 
continues to burden the 
neighborhoods that sur-
round our airports—pos-
ing health risks, disrupt-
ing student learning and 
deteriorating their overall 
quality of life,” U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights) said. “There 
are steps we can take to 

reduce its impact but en-
gaging our community is 
a key step in the process. 
That’s why I’m partnering 
up with our local elected of-
ficials to co-host this town 
hall and offer Queens resi-
dents an opportunity to 
share their concerns and 
discuss them with agency 
officials as we work to find 
meaningful solutions to 
the problem.”

The town hall will take 
place in the PS 69 audito-
rium at 3 p.m. The school 
is located at 77-02 37th Ave. 
and the meeting is open to 
residents of any neighbor-
hood in Queens. City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), state 
Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-East Elmhurst), 
state Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst) and state Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) will all attend.

“As elected officials, 
we organized a meeting so 
area residents and neigh-
bors can share their con-
cerns and complaints,” 
Peralta said. “Although 
this is a federal and not 
a state issue, we take all 
complaints that affect our 
constituents quality of life 
seriously. This is an issue 
that must be addressed 
quickly, and hopefully all 
those involved can come 
up with a solution to re-
duce noise while main-
taining a high quality 
service for passengers at 
LaGuardia.”

In February, former state Sen. Malcolm Smith (l) was sentenced to 84 months in prison and former 
GOP leader Vincent Tabone got 42 months.
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the Cambria Heights house 
at 219th St, 53-year old car-
penter Richard Thompson 
was ready to work on his 
future home. 

“I found out about the 
program when I was look-
ing for a home, but I did 
not have enough money 
for a down payment,” said 
Thompson, who currently 
lives in Brooklyn. 

The program through 
Habitat for Humanity offers 
a 30-year fixed mortgage at 
a 2.0 percent rate with only 
a 1 percent down payment 
for a restored home. 

Since 2007, Habitat for 
Humanity has teamed up 
with Delta Airlines to re-
build almost 80 abandoned 
homes across the city and 
13 more homes in Queens 
will be completed by the 
end of the year. 

“This is our tenth home. 
We are already approved 
to do another 24 homes in 
Queens,” said Tracy Ca-
mara, Habitat for Humani-
ty vice president of develop-
ment and communication, 
“Delta volunteers request 
the hardest projects. They 
are dedicated, they fly in 
and come straight from 
the airport from across the 
country to help out.”

It can take six months on 
average to rebuild a home. 

“Right now, they are go-
ing to do demolition work, 
then structural damage 
will be replaced,” said Jack 
Montana, Habitat for Hu-
manity’s director of con-
struction, 

Montana said most of 
these homes are abandoned 
and have become safe ha-
vens for squatters or crimi-
nals.  “Neighbors of these 
homes are always glad 
to see our trucks on the 

street,” he said. “ It affects 
them—the property value 
goes up.” 

Camara said qualified 
homeowners have not won 
the lottery. “They have 
been doing the right things 
all along and work hard but 
need a little bit of help. And 
that is where we come in.”

At the end of each proj-
ect, volunteers and the new 
homeowners have a dedica-
tion ceremony.

“We really strive to 
make a difference in the 
communities we serve. 
We get to make this house 
into a home,” said Mat-
thew Wood, Delta Airlines 
general manager for per-
formance and planning in 
New York. Thompson said 
he was excited about mak-
ing cabinets for his first 
home, but “I am really look-
ing forward to the garden. I 
love to plant vegetables and 
flowers.”

threshold and our mem-
bers will proudly march up 
Fifth Avenue with our ban-
ners.”

The move ends a 25-
year boycott of the parade 
that began in 1991 when 
the Irish Lesbian and Gay 
Organization, made up of 
largely Irish LGBT im-
migrants, applied to the 
march and was denied. Pa-
rade organizers declared 
their march to be a Catholic 
procession and gay groups 
were not welcome, setting 
off massive protests for sev-
eral years.

“This was huge, incred-
ible news,” Fay said. “It’s 
an extraordinary moment 
for the Irish community, 
for the LGBT community. 
My phone has been ringing 
off the hook and it’s hard to 
describe the joy people are 
feeling with this announce-
ment.”

Lahey’s invitation comes 
after the parade’s 18-mem-
ber board of directors wel-
comed some new faces this 
past year. The Quinnipiac 
University president  was 
behind the inclusion at this 
year’s parade of Out@NBC, 
an LGBT employee group 
at the television network, a 
move critics said did not go 
far enough. 

A statement from Lahey 

cited the upcoming 100th 
anniversary of the Easter 
Uprising for Irish Indepen-
dence from the British as 
the impetus for including 
Fay’s Lavender and Green 
Alliance.

“The 2016 parade is a 
special opportunity for re-
newed commitment to Irish 
values and traditions and 
the Irish role in the 21st 
century,” Fahey said. “We 
are working with the Irish 
government on this anni-
versary year to teach our 
young people the lessons 
of sacrifice and heroism, of 
love and tolerance, embod-
ied by the Irish spirit.”

Fay said the invite ends 
a journey on a long and 
winding road to equality, 
a road marked by painful 
exclusion and years of pro-
tests and arrests. In 1999, 
Fay helped create the St. 
Pat’s for All Parade in Sun-
nyside, an LGBT-friendy al-
ternative to the traditional 
march on Fifth Avenue, 
that drew progressive poli-
ticians who joined in the 
boycott.

“In a year of equality 
under the law, in the U.S. 
and in Ireland, the LGBT 
movement has made great 
strides in law, in marriage, 
in immigration. Now we 
can add the New York St. 
Patrick’s Parade,” Fay said. 
“March 17, 2016 will be a 
marvelous day for the Irish 
diaspora and for all New 

Yorkers as we will honor 
the centenary of the 1916 
Rising together. As we car-
ry our Lavender and Green 
Alliance banner on Fifth 
Avenue the words from the 
1916 proclamation ‘cherish-
ing all the children of the 
nation equally’ will be pro-
foundly meaningful.”

When he marches up 
Fifth Avenue, Fay will 
think of those who strug-
gled with hope and determi-
nation and opened the way 
for the historic announce-
ment—people like his Asto-
ria neighbor Robert Rygor, 
who led the first protests 
against the parade, but died 
from AIDS in 1994.

He’ll also think of City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), who 
has been at the forefront 
of the campaign of inclu-
sion since the early ’90s as 
a community activist.

Dromm said that as an 
openly gay Irish American 
he was pleased that the pa-
rade organizers had opened 
the doors to the Lavender 
and Green Alliance.

“This is wonderful 
news,” Dromm said. “The 
parade organizers’ historic 
decision has brought us 
closer to a fully inclusive St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, one 
that is accessible to all of 
Ireland’s children. I thank 
the parade organizers for 
this giant leap forward.”

Continued from Page 1 
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St. Pat’s
ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

Complete Menu online: www.Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway (Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

1 1/4 LB
LOBSTER DINNER

$2299

FISH & CHIPS 
DINNER

$1199

COUPON COUPON

WITH COUPON ONLY WITH COUPON ONLYEXP. 10/10/15 EXP. 10/10/15

3  $33F
O
R

LOBSTERS 

+TAX +TAX

ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 10/10/15

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL
6100 Francis Lewis Blvd. Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 (718) 423-8810  www.sfponline.org

” 

“High school is for four years; the Prep is forever”

“St. Francis Prep 
Welcomes Pope Francis 

to New York!
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Island City landlord for a 
new restaurant and will 
close his flagship Forest 
Hills restaurant, danny 
brown Wine Bar and Kitch-
en,  Dec. 31.

“This has been a really 
tough year with landlords,” 
Brown said. “I don’t mind 
saying that, I really don’t. I 
feel that people were trying 
to take advantage of us,” he 
said. 

According to Brown, 
the deal in Long Island 
City had been signed and 
executed and construction 
was about to start, when 
“the landlord started to 
disregard some of what was 
in the lease,” which Brown 
subsequently terminated. 
At his Forest Hills loca-
tion, Brown said that after 
his 10-year lease expired, 
he was unable to come to an 
amicable agreement with 
his landlord. Neither of the 
landlords could be reached 
for comment. 

When Michelin, the 
French publisher of travel 
books, issued its 2014 New 

York City dining guide, 
it gave stars to 58 restau-
rants in Manhattan, six in 
Brooklyn—and one in the 
entire borough of Queens, 
to Brown’s establishment. 
This past year, three more 
restaurants in Queens got 
the single star, in addition 
to Brown’s. 

“I knew Brooklyn was 
hipper,” Brown told The 
New York Times in 2006, 
but he set up shop in For-
est Hills and he said today, 
rent bickering aside, that 
he has no regrets.

“This is my hometown. 
I grew up 10 blocks away 
from the restaurant. This 
has been an amazing ride 
for us, and it’s not any-
thing that we want to get 
away from. Forest Hills, 
and Queens more gener-
ally, have been wonderful 
to us.”

“When you first start 
out you need to make con-
cessions,” Brown contin-
ued. “But at this point, after 
10 years and five Michelin 
stars, we feel that there has 
to be a little bit of a better 
deal for us.” 

Brown remains confi-
dent that he will find an-

other space either in For-
est Hills or elsewhere in 
Queens, saying that in Long 
Island City he has “many 
other prospects” and hopes 
to open a location in that 
neighborhood within the 
next 12 to 18 months. 

For danny brown Wine 
Bar and Kitchen, Brown 
plans to evolve the menu 
and transform its focus 
to more continental and 
French food. While the res-
taurant won’t be around for 
much longer, a hint at what 
a future successor might 
offer will be available to 
diners starting Oct. 1 when 
the menu format changes. 

“This is going to allow 
us to push the envelope 
and take things to the next 
level. Which, depending on 
how it goes, Brown said, 
“may be the next version of 
danny brown’s.”

 
Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564. 

of Environmental Con-
servation that the EDC 
failed to disclose the fuel 
it found when it stripped 
the runway used by the 
defunct Flushing Airport. 
Additional liquid petro-
leum was found at the ex-
cavation site of the nearby 
132nd Street/Linden Place 
extension project.

The whistleblower 
claimed that the EDC told 
the contractor to continue 
operations, hiding the con-
taminated oil in the soil 
used for park space.

A DEC spokesman said 
the agency cannot com-
ment on ongoing investiga-
tions.

James Cervino, chair-
man of CB 7’s environmen-
tal committee, announced 
the problem at the board’s 
monthly meeting Sept. 21. 

He was hired by the 
contractor, Perfetto Enter-
prises, as an environmen-
tal consultant to advise 
them and help them with 
testing.  

The contractor told him 
that the engineer hired by 

the EDC told Perfetto that 
the agency could continue 
working because it had a 
permit and ordered them 
to put tree mulch in the oil-
saturated area. 

Cervino said the DEC 
did not agree with stock-
piling petroleum-contami-
nated soils into a planting 
berm within the wetlands.

“They (EDC) were going 
to deal with it by just cover-
ing it with filth,” Cervino 
said.

 State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who held an 
emergency news confer-
ence on 132nd Street and 
20th Avenue last week to 
address the problem, said 
that although the DEC sent 
a spill team to inspect the 
problem Sept. 22, the con-
struction work was still 
going on in mid-afternoon. 

“I’ve been talking to 
state DEC to not only com-
plete the investigation but 
to issue a cease-and-desist 
order to stop working until 
the full and complete envi-
ronmental review is done,” 
Avella said. 

The EDC said it was 
authorized by the DEC to 
work on the site, noting 
that it did not instruct any-

one to continue working 
once it became aware of the 
potential contamination. 

The agency said  work 
has stopped at the location 
while the DEC completes 
an assessment of the site. 

“As soon as we became 
aware of a potential issue, 
we immediately began 
working with the Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Conservation to assess the 
area and determine if ad-
ditional needs must be ad-
dressed in our mitigation 
efforts,” Christopher Car-
roll, an EDC spokesman, 
said in a statement. “In the 
meantime, no work is ongo-
ing on this portion of the 
site.”

Arlene Fleishman, 
president of the Mitchell-
Linden Civic Association, 
said she only knew of resi-
dents in the Mitchell Gar-
dens complex in Flushing 
who noticed the petroleum 
odor.

“They were affected 
by the smell,” Fleishman 
said. “Beyond that, I really 
haven’t had any other in-
formation other than what 
was reported at the (CB7) 
meeting.”

Continued from Page 1 

Linden
Continued from Page 1 

Brown
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