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BY BILL PARRY

The city opened a new home-
less shelter for 200 single women 
in the Dutch Kills section of Long 
Island City this week in response 
to a 9 percent increase in the num-
ber of adult women coming into 
the shelter system. The Verve Ho-
tel at 40-03 29th St., becomes the 
second shelter the Department 
of Homeless Services has opened 
this year. Both of those shelters 
are in western Queens.

“We’re seeing more single 
adult women entering our shelter 
system and we want to ensure we 
can provide shelter and services, 
including employment services 
and clinical services to these 
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Jim Alchus of Little 
Neck, who has been recog-
nized for his volunteerism 
with children with dis-
abilities.

He was crowned the 
“2015 Savvy Senior King” 
at the Association of Gener-

ational Experts for Seniors’ 
Savvy Senior Day.

The sixth-annual event 
at Parker Jewish Institute 
in New Hyde Park honored 
several older residents of 
Queens and Long Island for 
their efforts in their com-
munities.

Alchus, 70, sustained 

severe injuries and a life-
long disability following a 
bicycle accident when he 
was 13 years old—an event 
that caused him memory 
loss, limited arm move-
ment as well as limited 
sight, speech and mobility 
ever since.

BY MADINA TOURE

Following a fatal hit-and-run 
accident early Sunday morning 
at College Point Boulevard and 
Roosevelt Avenue in Flushing, 
elected officials and community 
leaders are calling for improved 
safety and awareness in the area. 

At about 1:09 a.m., police re-
sponded to a call of a pedestrian 
hit by a vehicle near 40-05 College 
Point Blvd.

Upon arrival, officers dis-
covered Mariano Contreras, 41, 
of Corona, unconscious and un-
responsive in the street, police 
said. At a rally Tuesday in front 
of the Bland Houses at 40-21 Col-
lege Point Blvd., state Sen. Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) suggested mak-

BY GABRIEL ROM

Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (D-Glen-
dale) has given a proposal to Community Board 
5’s transportation committee on the viability of 
bringing light rail to Council District 30. 

Crowley unveils ideas
for Glendale light rail

Hit-and-run 
sparks rally 
in Flushing  

Shelter opened in Dutch Kills

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Little Neck man is Savvy Senior

Hotel converted 
for single woman

Astoria just keeps getting more fabulous. Lady Gaga hits the streets in Queens for the opening of The 
Pomeroy, a new restaurant on Ditmars Boulevard, owned by a childhood friend, Chef Bo O’Connor.  

Photo by Kayleen Rider

Jim Alchus of Little Neck, l., and Sabina 
Miller of Great Neck, r., accept titles as se-
nior king and queen. Courtesy of AGES

GAGA OVER QUEENS

Westbury Market Fair
OPEN

Saturday & Sunday
8 am – 4 pmp

For more info 516-669-7541  
www.westburymarketfair.com

SEE COUPON INSIDE FOR SAVINGS

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com (718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES
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A R C H B I S H O P

H I G H  S C H O O L

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 18, 2015  11am-4pm

www.molloyhs.org

To apply to Molloy take the TACHS or CHSEE Exam:

Deadline to register: 
Register at:
Exam Date:
Molloy Code:

October 19, 2015
www.tachsinfo.com
Nov. 7, 2015
012

October 7, 2015
www.chsee.org
Oct. 31, 2015
012

TACHS      CHSEE

Not forSchool
but for Life

New York state fi nishes 
last with organ donations 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Live On New York spon-
sored its first organ enroll-
ment day Tuesday, follow-
ing the July passage of a 
bill in the state legislature 
to institute an annual or-
gan enrollment day.

New York falls to the 
bottom of the list in organ 
donations per capita across 
the country. The goal of the 
organ enrollment day for 
Live On New York, the sec-
ond-largest of the nation’s 
58 nonprofit, federally des-
ignated organ procurement 
organizations, is to register 
as many organ donors as 
possible. 

“We are not focusing 
on the numbers for donor 
registration,” said Dr. Amy 
Friedman, spokeswoman 
for Live On New York, who 
was signing up people at 
Jamaica Hospital Medical 
Center. “We think it’s the 
mechanics of the system 
and the lack of awareness.”

Jamaica Hospital Medi-
cal Center partnered up 
with Live On New York 
for the event. Live On New 
York is responsible for the 
recovery of organs, eyes 

and tissues for transplan-
tation, as well as public 
and professional education 
efforts in the greater New 
York metropolitan area. 

Live On New York 
helped push the legislation 
for organ enrollment day, 
which was co-sponsored by 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst), who is now 
pushing legislation to help 
undocumented New York-
ers who undergo two years 
of emergency dialysis treat-
ment in New York qualify 
for kidney transplants.

According to Peralta, 
undocumented New York-
ers with end-stage renal 
disease are not eligible for 
public coverage for kidney 
transplants, “It is time for 
New York State to become 
a national leader on this is-
sue,” he said.  

Dr. Friedman said many 
have the impression that a 
donor does not get the same 
medical help as a non-donor 
and some believe organs go 
only to the rich or celebri-
ties. 

At Jamaica Hospital, 
the palliative-care medi-
cal team, which provides 
specialized medical care 
for people with serious ill-

nesses, has taken measures 
to make the organ donation 
process as seamless as pos-
sible for loved ones facing 
inevitable loss.  

“The method we are de-
veloping can become the 
national standard and we 
could save hundreds and 
hundreds of lives,” said 
Dr. Alan Roth, director of 
Palliative Care and chair 
of Family Medical Care at 
Jamaica Hospital.  

Across the state, there 
are 10,199 people on the 
waiting list for organs while 
only 25 percent of New York 
residents are registered.

At Jamaica Hospital, or-
gan donation hits home.

After undergoing a few 
heart bypasses, Dr. Antho-
ny DiMaria’s heart was get-
ting weaker. He closed his 
Howard Beach practice to 
focus on his health. But af-
ter received a heart trans-
plant in 2007, he was able 
to go back to work. “This is 
my second life,” he said.  

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

Michael George from Hollis, who has received two kidney transplants, and Jamaica Medical Center 
Hospital volunteers from Live On New York are trying get more registered organ donors.  

Photo by Sadef Kully
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3Gianaris seeks end to bail system
Top judge not waiting for lawmakers, plans changes to what he calls needless detention

BY BILL PARRY

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) will intro-
duce legislation that would 
reform the pre-trial deten-
tion system in New York 
State by eliminating bail. 
The bill would remove cash 
bail or any form of mone-
tary bail bond as an option 
for a judge to impose on a 
defendant pending trial.

Instead, defendants 
would face three proposed 
alternatives to bail: condi-
tional release with pre-trial 
monitoring, release on the 
defendant’s own recogni-
zance or remand to a cor-
rectional facility.

“The bail system was 
never intended to lock up 
people who could not afford 
it before they even have a 
trial,” Gianaris said. “The 
current system has been 
bastardized to become a 
means of imprisoning peo-
ple without due process.”

The current bail system 
has come under scrutiny 
since Kalief Browder’s sui-
cide in June. The 22-year-

old had spent three years 
on Rikers Island without a 
trial or conviction after his 
family couldn’t raise the 
$3,000 bail following his ar-
rest at the age of 16 for alleg-
edly stealing a backpack. 

During his time on Rik-
ers, Browder was beaten by 
guards and fellow inmates 
and subjected to more than 

400 days in solitary con-
finement. The charges were 
eventually dismissed, but 
Browder’s experience led 
him to take his own life.

Gianaris says recent 
data indicates that the pay-
ment of bail does not result 
in increased rates of ap-
pearance for trial, calling 
into question the effective-

ness of cash bail for this 
purpose. Gianaris devel-
oped his proposal in coordi-
nation with New York Civil 
Liberties Union executive 
director Donna Lieberman 
who said, “bail serves no 
other purpose other than to 
incarcerate people who are 
too poor to pay it.”

The long-term damage 

that bail inflicts on vulner-
able defendants extends 
beyond incarceration. 
Thousands of people are 
jailed each year because 
they cannot afford bail, 
which puts them at risk of 
losing their jobs or custody 
of their children as well as  
jeopardizing housing.

Faced with the prospect 
of going to jail for want of 
bail, many defendants face 
pressure to accept unfair 
plea deals instead.

It is estimated that the 
cost of pre-trial detention 
in New York exceeds $1 bil-
lion annually, which means 
the enactment of Gianaris’ 
proposal would result in 
significant taxpayer sav-
ings.

Meanwhile, the state’s 
chief judge isn’t waiting 
for the lawmakers to act. 
Judge Jonathan Lippman 
announced a series of ad-
ministrative changes that 
would reduce the number 
of people who are incar-
cerated because they can’t 
make bail.

He would urge judges to 

set bail low enough so that 
defendants could await trial 
at home or use alternatives 
to cash bail, like electronic 
monitoring.

“Defendants who are 
unable to post bail serve a 
sentence before their cases 
are ever resolved,” he said. 
“They do so regardless of 
innocence or guilt, and the 
harm that this injustice 
causes is intolerable.”

Browder was one of 
50,000 people jailed each 
year in New York City be-
cause they can’t secure a 
bail bond, according to the 
New York Times, .four out 
of ten people on Rikers Is-
land are there because they 
cannot afford bail..

“In the Kalief Browder 
case, there were numerous 
adjournments, one after 
another,” Lippman said. “It 
was not until three years 
into the case that a judge, 
after pressing the prosecu-
tor and proactively seeking 
to resolve the case, learned 
that the prosecution had 
lost contact with its key 
witness.”

Kalief Browder’s mural in Astoria’s Welling Court remains months after his sucide. Browder’s death is 
motivating changes to the State’s bail system. Photo by Bill Parry

Borough foodies rejoice as Queens Restaurant Week returns
BY GABRIEL ROM

The Shops at Atlas Park 
played host to the best of 
culinary Queens Monday 
where five borough restau-
rants—Jamaica’s Vintage 
Curry, Astoria’s Christos 
Steak House and Maspeth’s 
Connolly’s Corner, along 
with Shiro of Japan and 
Chili’s—provided free buf-
fet-style samples of their 
fare.

The event was a preview 
for Queens Restaurant 
Week, organized by the 
Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, in which 
more than 150 restaurants 
from more than 30 neigh-
borhoods will participate. 
Many of them will offer 
three-course, prix-fixe din-
ners for $28 and lunches for 

$14. The lunch and dinner 
deals will last from Oct. 12 
to Oct. 22, although owners 

will decide if they want to 
offer their specials on week-
days, weekends or both.

Rob MacKay, Director of 
Public Relations, Market-
ing & Tourism for QEDC, 
says that Queens Restau-
rant Week serves as  a gen-
eral promotion for the bor-
ough’s many restaurants 
and as an opportunity for 
residents to experiment 
with new cuisines at a low-
er price point.

“I’m proud to say that 
we have restaurants from 
every neighborhood in the 
borough,” he added. 

McKay recalls that his 
office gets flooded with 
phone calls from residents 
who see the restaurant 
week as their opportunity 
to try something new.

“It’s great if you want to 
explore what this borough 
has to offer,” he said. “You 
can’t go wrong.”

Juan Diaz of Middle Vil-
lage was walking through 
the mall when he caught 
the smell of Indian food in 
the air and made his way to 
the buffet stand. “Queens 
these days is the place to 
be,” he said. “You want to 
eat European, Asian, His-
panic, whatever, it’s all 
there. You don’t even need a 
car, you can just walk down 
the street.”

“It’s a cool idea,” said 
Elizabeth Kurtz of Glen-
dale who was noshing on 
a crispy samosa from Vin-
tage Curry. “You don’t feel 
like you have to commit 
here, you can try a bit of ev-
erything. You take a menu, 
take it home with you, and 
you’ve suddenly found a 
new place.”

“This event is a win-

win,” said state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
who has made the event a 
staple of his schedule. “It’s a 
win for the consumer to try 
a different restaurant that 
they may not have tried. It’s 
a win for the restaurants 
that get new customers who 
will hopefully stay loyal af-
terwards. And, of course, 
for the economy.”

“Why am I here?” Add-
abbo added, echoing the 
sentiment of the day, “Be-
cause I love to eat.”

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Five borough eateries — Jamaica’s Vintage Curry, Astoria’s 
Christos Steak House, Maspeth’s Connolly’s Corner, and the local 
Shiro of Japan and Chili’s — provided free samples of their fare. 

Photo by Rob MacKay
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4 Russian bakery comes to The Falchi Building in LIC

Stolle’s fi sh, meat and sweet pies are made with traditional recipes passed down by generations

BY BILL PARRY

Food options at The Fal-
chi Building became more 
intriguing last week with 
the grand opening of a Rus-
sian-based international 
cafe chain that has 49 lo-
cations around the world 
in such locations as St. Pe-
tersburg, Moscow, Belarus, 
Ukraine and Israel. Stolle 
Bakery opened its first 
franchise in the U.S., fea-
turing Eastern European 
traditional cuisine.

Stolle specializes in pies 
made of fresh ingredients 
according to ancient reci-
pes passed down from gen-
eration to generation. Stolle 
pies come in small, medium 
and large sizes that serve 
six, 10, or 12 people respec-
tively.

“We had a soft opening 
a month ago and one thing 
that struck me is how New 
Yorkers are open to try-

ing new things,” co-owner 
Irina Belksa said. “They 

understand the concepts of 
our pies that are totally dif-

ferent than the traditional 
American understanding 

of pies.”
Belksa’s creations are 

made fresh daily on the 
premises. In addition to 
sweet pies made of apple, 
raspberry, plum and dried 
apricot there are pies 
stuffed with fish, salmon, 
meat, cabbage or chicken.

“People have never tried 
pies like this before and 
they like them,” Belksa 
said.  “We’re not surprised 
they’re such a hit because 
western Queens is such a 
melting pot.”

She said The Falchi 
Building exemplifies that, 
with the other eateries that 
have opened at the former 
Gimbels department store 
distribution facility at 31-
00 47th Ave. ReCaFo Car-
ribean food, Don Tappas, 
Mrs. Soupy and Friends, 
and Khao Man Gai NY have 
developed followings there 
in addition to the Doughnut 
Plant and Juice Press.

“The choices are as 
wonderful as the location, 
so close to Manhattan and 
Brooklyn,” Belksa said. 
“And the landlord, Jame-
stown, is fabulous. That’s 
very important when 
you’re opening in a new lo-
cation. They’ve been very 
helpful.”

Jamestown Properties, 
owners of the popular Chel-
sea Market in Manhattan, 
purchased the block-long 
warehouse for $80 million 
in 2012. They gave the prop-
erty a multi-million dollar 
makeover and began sign-
ing an interesting mix of 
tenants such as Lyft, We-
bline Designs, Coalition 
for Queens and the Astoria 
Distilling Company, mak-
ers of Queens Courage gin.

“It’s a great place to es-
tablish our footprint in New 
York City,” Belksa said. 

Stolle Bakery co-owner Irina Belska says her unique eastern European pies are a big hit at her new 
store in the Falchi Building in Long Island City. Photo courtesy StolleUS
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

960 Brush Hollow Rd., Westbury, NY 11590
For more info 516-669-7541

www.westburymarketfair.com

SAVE $5.00 WITH PURCHASE OF $10.00 OR MORE

BRING THIS COUPON

FIVE DOLLARS

OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE FOR WMF

LOVE 
SHOPPING

L68384677464

Coupon
expires
10/25/15

Westbury Market Fair
Green Acres Flea Market 

Has Closed,
The Vendors Have Moved To 

Westbury Market Fair, 
Flea Market!!!

OPEN
Saturday
& Sunday

8 am –
4 pm

NYPD redefi nes how 
offi cers can use force
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The NYPD announced 
new guidelines on police 
use of force last week by re-
defining the controversial 
tactic and introduced a new 
system to document its use, 
Police Commissioner Bill 
Bratton said.

Since the death of Eric 
Garner, the Staten Island 
man who died last year in a 
police chokehold, the use of 
force in police encounters 
has come under scrutiny. 

According to the city’s 
Civilian Complaint Review 
Board, since January there 
have been 462 complaints 
in Queens made against 
police use of force, abuse of 
authority, discourtesy and 
offensive language. 

Citywide, there have 
been 2,622 complaints in 
the same period, according 
to the CCRB’s most recent 
report. 

“The NYPD has been a 
leader in firearms policy 
for more than 40 years, but 
our policies and training 
in other uses of force have 
lagged,” Bratton said. “We 
are moving now to address 
all other uses of force in a 
comprehensive way, with 
new policies, new reporting 
procedures, new investiga-
tive protocols, and regular 

annual training.”
Bratton did point out 

that when force is used 
against officers, or when 
people physically resist ar-
rest, the appropriate use of 
force is lawful and proper.

The reforms include 
clear definitions of the lev-
els of force, reporting and 
investigation requirements 
at each level, as well as re-
vised policies that require 
officers to intervene in and 
report any excessive use of 
force they may witness.  

Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest),chair 
of the Courts and Legal 
Services Committee, spon-
sored the bill in the Council 
to require use-of-force re-
porting, said, “The current 
lack of reporting and data 
on use of force has made 
it impossible to determine 
if force is being used cor-
rectly and has undermined 
public confidence in our 
police.”

The new reforms were 
praised by Mayor Bill de 
Blasio. “This is a key part 
of our efforts to implement 
a proactive neighborhood 
policing vision, and deepen 
the connection between po-
lice and the community,” 
the mayor said.

The complaints will be 
documented through the 

Force Incident Report to 
track and analyze all in-
stances of use of force de-
partment-wide, which will 
be reported to the Force In-
vestigation Division.   

Over 20,000 officers have 
received annual recruit 
and in-service training in 
conflict de-escalation, in 
managing arrests and con-
frontational situations and 
in take-down tactics, when 
necessary, that protect 
both civilian and officer 
safety, according to police 
officials. 

For some the changes 
were met with apprehen-
sion. “More paperwork cou-
pled with a serious shortage 
of police officers and the 
continual second-guessing 
of their actions is a formula 
for disaster,” PBA president 
Pat Lynch said. 

The reforms came after 
the Office of the Inspector 
General for the NYPD re-
leased a report on the lack 
of discipline and account-
ability on the use of force in 
the NYPD.  

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

Since January, 462 complaints about police the use of force and other alleged abuses have been 
made in Queens. 
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Makeover on for Big Bush
Woodside park to get $1.8 million renovation next year

Whitestone woman 
missing since Sept. 

BY BILL PARRY

A 2.5-acre park in the 
shadows of Woodside’s Big 
Six Towers complex will 
receive a $1.8 million reno-
vation. Big Bush Park, in 
between 61st Street and 
the Brooklyn-Queens Ex-
pressway, will be repaired 
and new playground equip-
ment will be installed.

The project is funded 
with $1 million from Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz and $800,000 from 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side). Work is expected to 
begin next fall and be com-
pleted by 2017.

“With this funding we 
will change the face of 
this important commu-
nity hub by making im-
provements that will ex-
pand the amount of green 
space throughout the park 
and introduce new play 
areas for children of all 
ages, as well as enhance 
existing space for seniors 
and adults to enjoy,” Van 
Bramer said. “Every great 
neighborhood deserves a 
great park and these much-
needed improvements will 
give generations of local 
residents a perfect space to 
enjoy the outdoors right in 
the heart of Woodside.”

The BQE, Big Bush 
Park and Little Bush Park, 
on the other side of the 
Long Island Expressway, 
all share land on what 
was once Bush Street. 
Construction began in 
1971 after Robert Moses 

decided the area of Wood-
side lacked adequate rec-
reational facilities.

It was last upgraded in 
the early ’80s.

“Big Bush Park will 
undergo significant reno-
vations to its playground, 
adult exercise equipment, 
game tables and more, all 
to be enjoyed by the grow-
ing families of Woodside,” 
Katz said. “The design 
plans for the Big Bush Park 
project were in no small 
part due to the comprehen-
sive input from the com-
munity, and are a perfect 
example of how residents 
can have a significant im-
pact on beautifying our 

neighborhoods.”
The community was ac-

tively involved in shaping 
this project, and the scope 
of renovations will direct-
ly address their requests 
for additional planting ar-
eas, activities for a variety 
of park users, play swings 
for small children, a new 
spray shower in a sunny 
location, a new drink-
ing fountain, upgraded 
seating and game tables, 
adult exercise equipment, 
rejuvenated lighting and 
greenery. A new central 
circulation path will run 
north of the play areas 
from 64th Street to 61st 
Street, and an entry plaza 

off 61st Street will invite 
pedestrians to linger in 
the shade.

“NYC Parks has made 
it our mission to ensure 
that every neighborhood 
has access to high-quality 
parks, but we can’t do 
it alone,” Parks Queens 
Commissioner Dorothy 
Lewandowski said. “Big 
Bush Park is a great ex-
ample of community-led 
design in action, and we 
look forward to opening a 
new and improved space 
that reflects their vision.”

The renovation will 
include the planting of 40 
trees.

BY MADINA TOURE

The husband of a Whit-
estone woman who went 
missing in early Septem-
ber, along with the private 
investigator looking into 
her disappearance, spoke 
at a news conference held 
at state Sen. Tony Avella’s 
(D-Bayside) district office 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Maria Brabazon, 55, was 
last seen Sept. 5 at 2:54 p.m. 
when she was observed by 
a neighbor’s home surveil-
lance camera walking on 
14th Avenue toward the in-
tersection of 152nd Street 
in Whitestone. 

The 109th Precinct De-
tective Squad and Missing 
Persons Unit launched an 
investigation in collabora-
tion with Beau Dietl & As-
sociates. 

Brabazon’s husband, Pe-
ter, said that her family is 
praying for her safety.

“I’d like to say that we 

all love her, we miss her 
and we need her and we 
want her home,” Brabazon 
said at the news conference 
at 38-50 Bell Blvd. 

The morning of her dis-
appearance, Beau Dietl & 
Associates discovered that 
Brabazon received a park-
ing summons on 202nd 
Street in the vicinity of 
19th and 21st avenues for an 
expired inspection.

She then visited a local 
gas station on the Utopia 
Parkway to inspect her ve-
hicle. After that, she visited 
a BJ’s Warehouse in Whit-
estone where surveillance 
footage placed her at the 
checkout at about 11:17 a.m. 

The private investiga-
tors provided several imag-
es of Brabazon from several 
perspectives as well as a 
detailed account of her last 
known whereabouts. 

Beau Dietl & Associates 
have since conducted an 
extensive search of the pub-
lic and park areas in and 
around the Throgs Neck 
Bridge, including Little 
Bay Park, Clear Bay Park 
Golf Course and open areas 
adjacent to Fort Totten.  

Dietl said that the family 
is offering a $10,000 reward 
to anyone who can provide 
information about Braba-
zon’s whereabouts.

“There is no reason for 
us to believe that she can’t 
be found or that she isn’t 
alive,” Dietl said. 

Avella said that the 109th 
Precinct has been working 
diligently on the case.MARIA BRABAZON

Big Bush Park in Woodside is getting a $1.8 millon renovation next year using community input on 
its redesign. Photo by Bill Parry
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ing improvements, such 
as a pedestrian bridge and 
stronger penalties in hit-
and-run cases.

“We’re going to get so 
much more foot traffic in 
the next five to 10 years,” 
Kim said.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) noted that 
Flushing does not have one 
block without scaffolding 
and said that Albany has 
to come up with more traf-
fic laws. She also noted that 
“pedestrians and drivers 
alike have a responsibility 
to obey the traffic laws.” 

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
Vision Zero website shows 
that every intersection 
along a 10-block stretch of 
College Point Boulevard re-
corded at least one injury in 
the last year, with the high-
est number of injuries—
11—at the intersection of 
College Point Boulevard 
and Roosevelt Avenue. 

State Sen. Mike Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) is the 
author of a Vision Zero bill 
to increase penalties for 
drivers who kill or injure 
someone while driving on a 
suspended license. 

“Queens is littered with 
dangerous intersections,” 

Gianaris said. 
A preliminary investiga-

tion shows that Contreras 
was trying to cross College 
Point Boulevard outside of 
any marked crosswalks, of-
ficials said.

He entered the north-
bound lane when he was 
struck by a vehicle that ap-
peared to be a dark-colored 
2014/2015 dark-colored Jeep 
Grand Cherokee, police 
said. The vehicle fled the 
scene northbound on Col-
lege Point Boulevard.

Contreras was thrown 
to the pavement, coming to 
rest in the right shoulder of 
the northbound lane, police 
added.

There were no arrests 
and an investigation was 
ongoing by the NYPD’s 
Collision Investigation 
Squad, according to a po-
lice spokeswoman.

Leola Wayne, president 
of the Bland Houses Tenant 
Association, asked pedes-
trians and drivers in the 
neighborhood to be more 
cautious when they cross 
the area’s streets.

“It is very important 
that we start being careful 
when we cross these inter-
sections,” Wayne said. 

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) said that 
downtown Flushing has 
been undergoing a period 

of rapid growth that should 
be matched with stronger 
safeguards against traffic 
accidents. 

“The 109th Precinct and 
Related Companies have 
both worked to provide 
traffic safety agents dur-
ing periods of high traffic 
at this intersection and it 
must be the responsibility 
of the city of New York to 
ensure future development 
does not turn this heav-
ily traveled roadway into a 
safety hazard,” Koo said in 
a statement. 

Cristina Furlong, co-
founder of advocacy group 
Make Queens Safer, said 
that the city Department of 
Transportation has made 
improvements to the area, 
including adding pedestri-
an islands.

She said Contreras’ 
death was not an accident, 
calling on the driver to 
come forward. 

“It was not an accident 
as far as we know, because 
the investigation is not 
complete,” Furlong said. 

Dian Yu, executive di-
rector of the Downtown 
Flushing Transit Hub Busi-
ness Improvement District, 
said that over the past five 
years, traffic has worsened 
in the area.

women as they rebuild their 
lives,” City Hall spokes-
woman Ishanee Parikh 
said, adding that there is 
only one other shelter in 
the Community District, 
the Westway Hotel.

DHS officials said the 
notification process began 
Oct. 1 and they have been 
working closely with faith 
leaders and members of the 
community over the last 
several weeks to ensure a 
smooth opening. The Verve, 
which will keep its present 
name, becomes the 25th 
shelter to open during the 
de Blasio administration.

“The administration’s 
proposal for a homeless 
shelter for women at the 
Verve Hotel in Dutch Kills 
comes with many con-
cerns,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “While ac-

knowledging the homeless 
crisis in our city and with 
a firm desire to help and 
not demonize these women, 
the community’s concerns 
and questions must be ad-
dressed. Questions about 
size of the facility, the se-
curity plans for it and the 
surrounding area, as well 
as the services that would 
be provided to these women 
and the number of hotels in 
the area, are all valid con-
cerns that I share with my 
constituents.”

DHS officials say the 
Verve Hotel will have a ro-
bust security team that will 
ensure safety for its clients 
and residents in the area 
surrounding the facility, 
with supervision around 
the clock. Security will be 
stationed on all six floors 
and the front entrance will 
be fully equipped with an 
x-ray scanner, hand wand 
scanner and three security 
personnel at all times.

As far as onsite support-
ive services, officials say 

there will be programming 
that will include health/
home services, clinical ser-
vices to help engage clients 
in mental health treatment, 
and daily groups discuss-
ing money management, 
savings programs and in-
dependent living skills.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) said resi-
dents have been worried 
about the proliferation of 
hotels in the Long Island 
City. There are currently 25 
hotels, with another 26 in 
the planning or construc-
tion phase according to the 
LIC Partnership.

“The residents of Dutch 
Kills have rightly been 
concerned that the massive 
number of hotels opening 
in their midst would be 
converted to other uses and 
this news confirms their 
fears,” Gianaris said. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Rally

Continued from Page 1 

Shelter

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER, 

GO TO 

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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Learn more at

autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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City discusses Coachella-style festival for borough
Concert promoter eyes Flushing Meadow-Corona Park for show at World’s Fair grounds

BY BILL PARRY

A concert promoter is 
in preliminary discussions 
with the City Parks Depart-
ment and City Councilwom-
an Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) that would bring 
a large-scale music festival 
to Flushing Meadows Coro-
na Park in June. AEG Live, 
which stages the wildly 
popular Coachella Festival 
in California each year, as 
well as Firefly in Delaware, 
would stage a show called 
Panorama, a nod to the 
name of a model of the five 
boroughs that was created 
for the 1964 World’s Fair.

A parks official says that 
no final proposals may be 
submitted until November. 
A Ferreras spokeswoman 
said, “As with any major 
project in her district, she 
will work in the best inter-
est of the community and 

the long-term future of the 
park.”

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) repre-
sents the district to the 
west of the park that in-
cludes business corridors 

on Roosevelt Avenue and 
108th Streets that would 
flourish in the short term if 
such a festival drew tens of 
thousands of music fans to 
the area.

“If we are going to host 

such a large-scale music 
event, we must put safety 
and security measures in 
place to ensure that every-
thing runs smoothly,” Per-
alta said. “These massive 
concerts promise to place 
Queens on the interna-
tional music scene and ev-
erything that promotes our 
borough, if done appropri-
ately, translates into a posi-
tive for our community.”

The last major event at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park was the 50th Anniver-
sary celebration of the ’64 
World’s Fair, which drew 
60,000 last May. Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
staged that celebration and 
made the restoration of the 
New York State Pavilion a 
priority since taking office 
in January 2014.

Katz initially said she 
encourages public events 
of any scale that enhance 

the borough but she had 
concerns about lending 
treasured parkland to a for-
profit company.

“Borough President 
Katz has expressed her 
significant concerns to the 
administration about the 
type of precedent it would 
set to rent public parkland 
for paid-admission events, 
especially when it has 
never been done before in 
Queens,” her spokeswoman 
Sharon Lee said. “In lieu 
of official policy on the 
matter, Borough President 
Katz is in ongoing discus-
sions with the adminis-
tration to develop a policy 
that includes public input 
and that makes sense for 
Queens and the city.”

The fact that AEG Live 
has its eyes on the borough 
was telling at the Queens 
Economic Development 
Corporation.

“This is just another 
sign that Queens is blowing 
up,” Rob MacKay, the QEDC 
Director of Marketing & 
Tourism, said. “We’ve been 
internationally known for 
our restaurants for years 
but this is recognition at a 
whole other level. We can 
handle this like we do other 
international events like 
the US Open. The park is a 
wonderful venue because 
of all the transportation op-
tions from the 7 train, the 
airports and all of the high-
ways and we have a large 
amount of high-quality ho-
tels. Queens is a great place 
for such a festival because 
all of the visitors will check 
out everything else the bor-
ough has to offer.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Fushing Meadows-Corona Park is being considered by a music in-
dustry giant as a location for a Coachella-style music festival in 
June. Photo by Michael Shain
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Although Alchus over-
came much in the following 
decades, his friends and 
neighbors admire him for 
his dedication in sharing 
his life’s journey and help-
ing children who have sus-
tained injuries or severe 
disabilities resulting from 
accidents.

For the kids at North 
Shore LIJ’s Cohen’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital, Alchus’ 
story of personal triumph 
inspires them to overcome 
their critical injuries and 
encourages them to not let 
their disabilities define 
what they can or cannot 
do.

“Being named 2015 
Savvy Senior King is a 
true honor. It is not only a 
testament of all that I have 
overcome and achieved, but 
also inspires and motivates 
me to continue doing even 

more in making a differ-
ence for children braving 
severe injury and disabil-
ity,” Alchus said.

The Savvy Senior King 
said he volunteers his time 
helping youth, because he 
hopes to urge hospitals and 
organizations to increase 
their support for kids in-
volved in accidents.

Alchus, a professional 
artist, volunteers much 
of his time at the Queens 
County Farm Museum in 
Floral Park, and shows old 
movie favorites to local re-
tirees at the Samuel Field 
Y in Little Neck, as part of 
the organization’s support-
ive service program for the 
area, which the city has 
identified as a “naturally 
occurring retirement com-
munity.”

Alchus was the only per-
son from Queens nominat-
ed for AGES’ Savvy Senior 
King or Queen. Joining 
him as Queen was Sabina 
Miller, 83, of Great Neck, 

recognized for her volun-
teerism with several Long 
Island organizations.

“Savvy Senior Day is 
a special event that gives 
seniors living within our 
communities the opportu-
nity to be recognized for all 
the wonderful accomplish-
ments and contributions 
they’ve made and continue 
to make,” AGES Chairman 
Kevin Lawrence said in a 
statement.

AGES is a network of 
family and senior care 
professionals who seek to 
address the needs and chal-
lenges facing families and 
aging communities by help-
ing to guide elderly people 
and family caregivers in 
improving the quality of 
life in those communities.

Reach reporter Tom 
Momberg by e-mail at 
tmomberg@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 

Senior
According to Toby 

Sheppard Bloch, a resident 
of Glendale and member 
of CB5, “the meeting went 
well,” and the Council-
woman “focused on the 
underutilized commercial 
and industrial space in 
central Queens.” 

Crowley hopes to estab-
lish a light-rail commuter 
service line from Glendale 
to Long Island City on the 
LIRR Lower Montauk line, 
which carried passenger 
service until the late 1990s, 
and is currently lightly 
used to transport freight. 
Crowley spoke on how the 
plan may impact freight-
train use, and stressed ap-
propriating the space for 
future passenger-rail use.

Crowley mentioned that 
she wouldn’t be talking 
about the idea if she hadn’t 
received some positive 
feedback from the MTA.

Board members won-
dered what the next steps 
were for the project and 
how the current freight 
transit schedule may be 

affected. Crowley empha-
sized that the project’s 
first phase will focus on 
the 5-mile stretch from At-
las Park to Vernon Boule-
vard and Jackson Avenue 
in Long Island City. She 
added that if that line is 
established and becomes 
successful, there could 
be plans for the line’s ex-
pansion to other parts of 
Queens like Jamaica as 
well as connections to the 
Rockaway branch .

Crowley’s presenta-

tion focused on how better 
transportation infrastruc-
ture might be able to help 
this area develop.

“We are in a bit of a 
transit desert, so I think 
this light-rail idea would 
serve as a really impor-
tant resource,” Bloch said, 
who lives more than a mile 
from the nearest subway 
station. “Right now it still 
seems to be just in the con-
ceptual phase, but nobody 
has said this is impossible 
and that’s important.”

Continued from Page 1 

Light rail

Along with the possibility of intraborough transit – from 
Queens to both Brooklyn and Manhattan, and vice versa – the 
light-rail project, Crowley says, could be done at a low cost. 

Photo by Michael Shain

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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