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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
At a presentation by the city’s 

Department of City Planning 
Monday, meant to push forward 
the mayor’s affordable housing 
plan, Queens community board 
heads voiced exasperation over 
zoning proposals that could po-
tentially lead to the loss of park-
ing space in subsidized housing 
near public transit. 

City Planning requires chang-
es to zoning regulations in order 
to meet the goals of the mayor’s 
plan. The presentation on zoning 
for quality and affordability and 
mandatory inclusionary housing 
focused on proposed affordable 
housing across the borough at a 
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BY BILL PARRY

When Joe Somers was 
growing up in Whitestone, 
his parents brought him 
to the 1964 World’s Fair in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park where he fell in love 
with the space-age New 
York State Pavilion. Now 

57, and still living in Whit-
estone, Somers recalled the 
sadness he felt every time 
he drove past the structure 
on the Long Island Express-
way or the Van Wyck and 
saw the state of disrepair it 
had fallen into during the 
last few decades.

“It broke my heart to see 

how ugly this place got over 
the years,” Somers said Oct. 
15 at the Pavilion, his chest 
“swelling with pride” at the 
role he played during the 
first restoration project at 
the site. Somers was one of 
30 bridge painters who do-
nated 8,000 hours repaint-

BY MADINA TOURE

Community Board 7 has voted 
overwhelmingly in favor of an ap-
plication seeking a special permit 
to allow the construction of a pro-
posed mixed-use development in 
a flight obstruction area at Two 
Fulton Square in Flushing.

At its montly meeting Monday 
night at Union Plaza Care  Center 
at 33-23 Union St., board mem-
bers voted 31-4 to approve a spe-
cial permit for the development of 
676,380 square feet of a mixed-use 
building within LaGuardia Air-
port’s airspace. F&T Group is the 
developer. 

The zoning committee met 
Sept. 16 to review the application. 

“Due to both the FAA and 
the Port Authority finding that 

BY BILL PARRY

When the car-sharing company Lyft signed its 
lease at the Falchi Building in September 2014, it 
took over a 5,000-square-foot space on the fourth 
floor.  Lyft likely never imagined that its chief ri-
val, Uber, would join them under the same roof. 

CB7 approves
four towers in
LGA airspace

City housing plans lack parking 

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8
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Pavilion paint job celebrated

Affordable units 
push vehicles out

JFK’s landmark TWA Terminal, out of use since 2001, was re-opened to the public one last time for 
just four hours this week. The building is about to be converted to a hotel.  See story Page 3. 

Photo by Michael Shain 

TWA TAKES OFF

With the New York State Pavilion pre-
served in its original color, plans for fur-
ther restorations are in the works. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Uber fi nds parking space
next to Lyft, TLC offi ce

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS - LIVE OR STEAMED

1-800-404-CLAW
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway

RETAIL MKT. ONLY
3  $33F

O
R

1 ¼ lb. Each 
Other Sizes 
Available

Find The Perfect Camp 
For Your Child This 

Summer

nyparenting.com(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE
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3TWA opens its doors for one last trip
Tour offered of iconic JFK hub before renovations begin to turn site into hotel complex

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Thousands of visitors 
flocked to the last tour 
Sunday of the iconic archi-
tecture of the TWA Flight 
Center at Kennedy Airport 
before its renovation and 
expansion into a hotel. 

A national historic 
landmark, the terminal 
was built in 1962 by famed 
Finnish-born designer 
Eero Saarinen. He was giv-
en the directive to capture 
“the spirit of flight” in his 
design, which features a 
wing-shaped roof over the 
main terminal, round de-
parture-arrival corridors 
and expansive windows 
with the view of the run-
way. 

The terminal’s curvi-
linear architecture will 
be renovated to reflect its 
original state, including 
bringing back the Lisbon 
Lounge, Paris Café and the 
Constellation Club while 
adding a conference space 
and observation deck. It 

will be surrounded by two 
hotel buildings, according 
to the new developer MCR 
Development, a hotel own-
er-operator. The 505-room 
hotel is expected to create 
over 3,000 jobs. 

The terminal was the 
first with enclosed passen-
ger jetways, closed circuit 
television, a central public 
address system, baggage 
carousels, electronic sched-
ule boards and baggage 

scales, and the satellite 
clustering of gates away 
from the main terminal. 

Trans World Airlines 
Flight Center remained 
open until the airline went 
bankrupt in 2001. It was 

renovated over the years 
and was opened for events 
such as tours. 

“I think more than any-
thing it is a real celebrity. 
The experience inside is 
extraordinary,” Gregory 
Wessner, executive director 
of Open House New York, a 
nonprofit that organized 
the tour, said. 

Wessner said histori-
cally, 1959 was the first 
year that air travel became 
popular and TWA Flight 
Center defined what travel 
could be for the 21st-centu-
ry passenger.  

In September, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo announced 
the approval of a $265 mil-
lion hotel project, funded 
by JetBlue Airways Corp 
and MCR Development. 

“I have never seen any-
one come to this property 
who hasn’t walked away 
with a huge smile on their 
face. Essentially all of the 
space here will be re-lifed 
back to the period of his-
torical significance,” Jim 

Steven, manager of JFK’s 
Physical Plant and Redevel-
opment of the Port Author-
ity, said. 

Former TWA employees 
wore their old uniforms 
and visitors dressed in ’60s-
era attire were among those 
who attended the tour of the 
neo-futuristic building. 

“The last time I was in 
this building was 2001,” 
Marlene Zupke, a former 
TWA flight attendant, said. 
“It is so unique and we 
didn’t realize what we had 
until much later.” 

Tyler Morse, chief execu-
tive for MCR Development, 
said the two hotel towers 
will be designed to blend 
into the seminal building.

 “We are dedicated to 
remaining respectful to the 
mid-century modern de-
sign,” he said. 

The ground-breaking 
for the project is expected 
to take place in the sum-
mer of 2016 and the hotel is 
scheduled to open in 2018.

In the final public tour before the TWA Flight Center closes for renovations, former TWA employees 
wore their old uniforms and visitors dressed in ‘60s-era attire to say goodbye to the landmark build-
ing.  Photo by Michael Shain

Rikers situation ‘out of hand’: Scott Stringer
BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio adminis-
tration is defending its re-
forms at Rikers Island and 
other city jails following a 
scathing analysis by city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer.

 In his report, Stringer 
said the culture of violence 
is worsening, with taxpay-
ers spending more money 
on fewer inmates.

“There is definitely 
something wrong with this 
picture. The jail population 
in New York City is the low-
est in 31 years, but the rate 
of violent incidents is ac-
celerating at an alarming 
pace,” Stringer said. “At the 
same time, the Department 
of Correction is pouring 
huge amounts of money into 
this problem, but we aren’t 
seeing any real results or 
improvements. We need to 

find ways to protect both 
guards and inmates, while 
at the same time making 
sure that the substantial 
resources being spent on 
this problem aren’t simply 
wasted.”

The report shows the 
annual cost per inmate in 
city jails has increased 17 
percent in 2015, the larg-
est year-to-year percent-
age rise in the last three 
decades, to $112,665 per 
inmate. At the same time, 
assaults committed by 
inmates on staff rose 46 
percent, while incidents of 
force by uniformed employ-
ees on inmates increased 27 
percent, the analysis said.

“With costs per inmate 
that are twice as high as 
many other cities, it is clear 
the situation at New York 
City jails is completely out 
of hand,” Stringer conclud-

ed.
City Hall pointed out 

that both cost and violence 
have indeed been rising 
steadily since 2008, before 
de Blasio and Correction 

Commissioner Joseph Pon-
te’s tenures. Use of force 
with serious injuries de-
clined 3.4 percent while use 
of force with no injuries in-
creased, reflecting Ponte’s 
emphasis on de-escalation 
training and better re-
sponse protocols, City Hall 
officials said. 

“Meaningful reform 
takes time, and we are con-
fident the commissioner 
is creating safer and more 
supportive jails for our staff 
and inmates alike—even 
as DOC grapples with an 
increasingly difficult popu-
lation,” de Blasio spokes-
woman Monica Klein said.

While the inmate popu-
lation is the lowest in three 
decades, officials said the 
percentage of inmates with 
a mental health diagnosis 
has been on the rise for 
years, to 41 percent in 2015 

compared to 38 percent the 
year before. The percentage 
of DOC inmates with gang 
affiliations has also risen, 
to 11.8 percent from 8.2 per-
cent the year before.

Meanwhile, court pa-
pers filed by Public Advo-
cate Letitia James revealed 
that 116 allegations of sex-
ual abuse at Rikers Island 
were not reported to the 
NYPD last year. Of those, 
61 were allegedly abuse by 
jail staffers.

There were also 28 sepa-
rate incidents of rape re-
ported at the jail last year. 
The city Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene, 
which oversees health care 
on Rikers Island, alerted 
the Department of Correc-
tion to the allegations, but 
the DOC passed along only 
two misdemeanor sex as-
saults to the NYPD, accord-

ing to court papers.
“I have petitioned the 

Board  of Correction to be-
gin formal rule-making to 
better protect inmates from 
sexual violence, and they 
must start tackling this 
problem with the urgency 
it deserves,” James said.

An official said the DOC 
follows NYPD procedures 
in investigating sexual al-
legations and reports all 
such allegations to the 
NYPD. A DOC spokesman 
said Ponte has “zero toler-
ance for any sexual harass-
ment or violence” against 
staff or inmates. The DOC 
is also working to comply 
with the Prison Rape Elim-
ination Act of 2003, enacted 
by Congress to address the 
problem of sexual abuse of 
people in the custody of U.S. 
correctional agencies.

SCOTT STRINGER
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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Bayside high school plan draws fi re
Councilman Paul Vallone’s meeting on Jewish Center site sidetracked by community ire

BY TOM MOMBERG

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing) and state Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) wrote a 
letter to the head of the School 
Construction Authority Tuesday, 
asking that the agency rescind its 
contract with the Bayside Jewish 
Center, citing the many problems 
building a school at the location 
may pose.

This action came after word 
got out about a private meeting 
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) had scheduled with the 
city Department of Education 
and SCA, Community Board 11, 
nearby high school principals 
and a few community stakehold-
ers about the plans to build a new 
730-seat high school at the Bay-
side Jewish Center site.

As the Monday meeting at PS 
159 approached, fliers circulated 
in area schools to get educators, 
parents and neighbors to protest 
outside the meeting. Sure enough, 

because the SCA finalized a con-
troversial purchase agreement 
with the Jewish center a couple 
months ago, at least four dozen 
extra people showed up to express 
their disappointment, many of 
them carrying signs.

The meeting was called so the 
DOE, SCA and CB11 could discuss 
the possible programs or special-
ty schools that could be built at 
the site, prior to the two upcom-
ing public meetings. 

But because those who came to 

rally were ultimately let into the 
meeting, any progress was stymied 
by community frustration, as each 
newcomer tried to put in his or her 
own two cents about how the site is 
inappropriate for a school.

The 45-day public review peri-
od for the proposed school began 
last week—along with a traffic 
study and environmental review 
process—and is required before 
the SCA closes on the purchase of 
the one-acre Bayside Jewish Cen-
ter site.

“Tonight was the start of a 
second process: the community 
engagement process,” SCA Chief 
of Staff Melonie La Rocca said. 
“We are here to hear back from 
the community about what type 
of school it is the community is 
looking for.

Vallone gave an ultimatum 
which he said is completely out 
of his control: Neighbors can be 
involved and help pick both a spe-
cialty program that fits in with 
the community’s needs, as well 

as a building that is characteris-
tically in line with the surround-
ing neighborhood. Or, he said, 
neighbors can fight it, the com-
munity board can vote it down 
and the city can go through with 
the project anyway, without any 
community input.

“There are folks that will just 
never ever embrace that,” Vallone 
said. “To not have a discussion 
about this just wastes everybody’s 
time. But to have a discussion as 
to what may happen for the future 
of generations beyond us, I cer-
tainly want to have that discus-
sion. Just because some people 
don’t want it, doesn’t mean I’m 
not going to talk about all the pos-
sibilities. Because otherwise, we 
are just going to walk away with 
nothing.”

The day following the heated 
meeting, Meng and Braunstein 
sent their letter to SCA President 
and CEO Lorraine Grillo, back-
ing up the community’s concerns 
about the site.

Councilman Paul Vallone talks with representatives from the city DOE and 
SCA at what was supposed to be a private meeting, as nearby residents yell 
at one another about the newly proposed high school in Bayside.  

Photo by Tom Momberg
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

Airplane noise proves 
hot topic in Jax Hgts

BY BILL PARRY

A standing-room-only-
crowd of nearly 400 con-
cerned citizens packed into 
the auditorium at PS 69 in 
Jackson Heights for a town 
hall meeting on LaGuar-
dia Airport aircraft noise 
Sunday. The Federal Avia-
tion Administration and 
the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey sent 
representatives, who made 
presentations on noise 
monitoring and emissions 
tracking, highlighting 
safety standards and their 
efforts to minimize the im-
pact of noise on residents.

FAA Regional Adminis-
trator Carmine Gallo said 
another noise monitors 
would be placed in Jackson 
Heights, while PA director 
of government and com-
munity relations Ian Van 
Praah discussed construc-
tion work being done on 
Runway 22 that directly 
affects residents of Jackson 
Heights and its surround-
ing neighborhoods. 

When that runway 
is out of commission for 
construction projects on 
weekend mornings, planes 
fly directly over Jackson 
Heights. State Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
pointed out that every Sat-
urday and Sunday between 
6 a.m.and 9 a.m., an average 
of 160 planes fly above Jack-
son Heights.

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) called the constant 
noise more than just a nui-
sance for local residents. 

“It may actually have 
a detrimental impact on 
health,” he said. “The time 
has come for solutions that 
put the needs of residents 
first.”

Several in the audience 
suggested the projects on 
Runway 22, which include 
paving and maintenance, 
begin after 9 a.m. as op-
posed to the current 6 a.m. 
start time.

“We need quieter skies,” 
said Peralta, who hosted 
the meeting. “These are 

the hours when we are try-
ing to get some rest after a 
long week at work. This is a 
decades-old problem, but in 
the last few years, there has 
clearly been an increase in 
airplane noise and com-
plaints in Jackson Heights. 
One hears the thundering 
noise from aircraft jet en-
gines several times on a 
daily basis, and at times, it 
feels as if the jets are about 
to land on 37th Avenue. 
This clearly has a negative 
impact on our quality of 
life.”

State Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurt), who lives and 
works along the flight path 
to LaGuardia, said, “I’m 
grateful that we had the op-
portunity to allow the com-
munity to voice their con-
cerns to the Port Authority. 
And I’m very happy that 
the Port Authority listened 
to our concerns.” 

Many in the crowd said 
they feared the situation 
would get worse when the 
runway is extended during 
the upcoming multibillion-
dollar LaGuardia recon-
struction. Larger airplanes 
will be able to land at La-
Guardia, ones with four en-
gines instead of the current 
two-engine planes.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) said, 

for the first time publicly, 
that he would reintroduce 
an updated Silent Skies Act 
in Congress. When Crow-
ley introduced the original 
legislation at LaGuardia 
Airport’s Marine Air Ter-
minal in December 2013,  he 
demanded the FAA require 
newly developed Stage 4 
quieter engines. Since then 
Stage 5 quieter engines 
have been developed.

“The Silent Skies Act 
will require older, noisier 
airplanes to be phased out.” 
Crowley said. “It will also 
require the FAA to adopt 
newly developed noise stan-
dards for all new airplane 
designs. While these planes 
can never be truly silent, 
making their engines qui-
eter will go a long way to-
ward providing the relief 
our residents deserve.”

Crowley also said he 
would co-sponsor U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng’s legislation, 
announced Oct. 2, that 
would require the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
to take the lead in combat-
ting aircraft noise over 
the borough, as well as af-
fected communities across 
the country. The Flushing 
Democrat charged that the 
FAA had “failed the resi-
dents of Queens” when she 
introduced her Quiet Com-
munities Act of 2015.

Jackson Heights residents pack a town hall meeting on airplane 
noise and hear of updated legislation from U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley. Photo courtesy Peralta’s office
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Tom Ognibene buried
New York City’s political elite see GOP titan off at funeral

CB5 puts the kibosh 
on yeshiva expansion

BY GABRIEL ROM
 

Community Board 5 will 
recommend that the city’s 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals deny an application 
from the United Talmudical 
Seminary in Glendale for a 
zoning variance to expand 
its building. 

The decision was an-
nounced Oct. 14 during 
CB5’s monthly community 
board meeting at Christ the 
King High School in Middle 
Village.

After hearing testimony 
from the public and the ye-
shiva’s lawyer at Septem-
ber’s  meeting, the board’s 
Land Use Committee met 
to hear the proposal on the 
need for the school’s expan-
sion from 360 dormitory 
beds to 710 beds and the ad-
dition of a four-story build-
ing on the site at 74-10 88th 
St.

Public opposition to the 
expansion has focused on 
the yeshiva’s original 2006 
certificate of occupancy, 
the fact that the structure 
is located in an M1-1 light 
manufacturing zone, not a 

residential district, and the 
building’s current stand-
ing as a Use Group 9 trade 
school.  The Use Group 9 
category does not allow for 
dormitories, so it is apply-
ing to the BSA to become 
a Use Group 3 religious 
school. 

But Walter Sanchez, 
who is chairman of CB5’s 
Land Use Committee, said 
the scale of the expansion, 
not the controversial 2006 
certificate of occupation, 
was the primary reason 
behind his objection to the 
variance. 

“After taking a tour of 
the facility the committee 
really felt that it was out 
of scale with what it is in 
Glendale,” Sanchez said. 
“We felt it was a good 20 feet 
higher than the next near-
est building, which when 
you’re going for a variance 
is just too much. The height 
of the building was a lot 
higher than the buildings 
around it. That was our 
main point. It’s basically 
scale. The role of the CB is 
to look at the character of 
the community. 

BY GABRIEL ROM

The late City Council-
man Tom Ognibene was a 
physically imposing man, 
but Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) never 
saw him as such. Rather 
for Ulrich, Ognibene “was 
not a towering figure — he 
often lowered himself to 
pick others up.” 

The many friends, fam-
ily and political colleagues 
who were raised up by 
Ognibene came together 
to say their final farewell 
last Friday morning at Sa-
cred Heart Roman Catholic 
Church in Glendale. 

Customarily eulogies 
are not given at Sacred 
Heart Church at the end 
of a mass, but due to the 
especially intimate bond 
between Ulrich and Og-
nibene, the young Queens 
Republican offered brief 
but heartfelt words at the 
end of the service. 

“He was larger than life 
in so many ways,” Ulrich 
added. “He was a giant.” 

“Tom was a wise man 
and a giving man,” said 
Rev. John J. Fullum, who 
led services. “God, fam-
ily and friends were at the 
center of his life. He stood 
for family values at a time 
when it is very difficult to 
do that.”

The funeral was a true 
bipartisan affair with 
elected officials from both 
the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties present.

Those in attendance 

included Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz, 
Staten Island Borough 
President James Oddo, 
Queens GOP Chairman 
Bob Turner, U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village), among 
others. 

Ognibene died Oct. 12 
at the age of 72. After his 
death condolences flooded 
in from both and Demo-
cratic and Republican of-
ficials.

“Tom Ognibene dedi-
cated himself to our com-
munity and city,” Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Glendale), tweeted last 
week. “He was a true gen-
tleman.”

“When Tom first ran for 
elected office, people said 
he was crazy,” Ulrich told 
the congregation. “They 
were right.”

Ulrich, making a ref-
erence to himself and the 
debt he owed Ognibene 
for jump-starting his own 
political career, cited Sir 
Isaac Newton: “If I have 
seen further than others, it 
is only because I was stand-
ing upon the shoulders of 
giants.”

Ognibene, first elected 
to the Council in 1991, 
mixed a strong conserva-
tive vision with practical-
ity and brought the inter-
ests of the central section 
of the borough to a city-
wide platform. He exhib-
ited a knack for political 

horse-trading and quickly 
rose to the position of 
Council minority leader in 
1994, holding the position 
until 2001 when he left of-
fice because of term limits. 
In 2005 Ognibene unsuc-
cessfully challenged then-
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
in the Republican mayoral 
primary.

Speaking as much to 
Ognibene as to those in at-
tendance, Ulrich concluded 
his eulogy.

“Tom didn’t sacrifice 
years of his life in vain. 
He took what he learned, 
shared it with those he 
loved, and he carried out 
the remainder of his days 
with grace and dignity. 
How honorable. How rare.”

Longtime Queens Republican powerhouse Tom Ognibebe is laid to rest at Sacrerd Heart Church in 
Glendale.  Photo by Michael Shain

The United Talmudical Seminary at 74-10 88 St. in Glendale 
has used trailers for students due to space constraints.  

Photo by Michael Shain
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House on 175th Place 
angers area residents
BY MADINA TOURE

 
Residents are complain-

ing about unsafe conditions 
at an abandoned home in 
Fresh Meadows that is 
still in the name of its dead 
property owner. 

At a news conference 
last week, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) said 
the owner of the property 
at 50-19 175th Place, Stella 
Beckman, died in 2001 but 
is still listed as the owner. 
The property was sealed 
and declared vacant by the 
city in January 2014. 

Residents have com-
plained that the property 
has overgrown trees, 
shrubs and weeds and that 
raccoons come onto the 
roof of the house. They also 
noted the abandoned cars 
on the side of the house 
with numerous items such 
as newspapers.  

A neighbor who request-
ed anonymity to protect 
her children said she has 
seen kids doing drugs at 
the home. She also said the 
property is littered with 
rats  and dog waste. She has 
sent letters, along with fel-
low resident Monica Cavou-
nis.  

“It’s really dangerous 
for our neighborhood,” the 
unnamed resident said.  

Avella said Beckman 
is still being taxed for the 
property. Quarterly prop-
erty tax bill statements 
from the  city Finance De-
partment showed that the 
last payment was made in 
2011, he said, and the prop-
erty has yet to enter the 
foreclosure process. 

He also found that the 
liens—the right to possess 
property belonging to an-
other individual until debt 
owed by the individual is 
discharged—on the over-
due property taxes were 
sold to New York City Tax 
Lien Trusts.

Avella and his attor-
neys have been unable to 
figure out the investors or 
the services that constitute 
the trust, calling the city’s 
trust system “a failure.” 

“This is a nice, quiet 
middle class neighbor-

hood,” Avella said at a rally 
in front of the home. “Why 
do they have to live with 
this?”

A spokeswoman for the 
city Department of Hous-
ing Preservation & Devel-
opment said the agency 
performed a full-seal of 
the property, emergency 
repairs, issued violations 
and inspected it numerous 
times.

HPD inspectors are 
slated to revisit the site this 
week, she said. 

A Fedex package sent 
Oct. 15 from Ira Salzman, 
a lawyer, to Franklin Beck-
man, the owner’s son, was 
on the door of the house. 
It is unclear who owns the 
property. 

Salzman could not be 
reached for comment.

Avella believes the estate 
may have another property 
in Forest Hills, where the 
son may be living. 

Franklin Beckman, 68, 
who is married, is listed as 
living at 50-19 175th Place.  
Attempts to reach Beck-
man by phone and email 
were not successful. 

An Oct. 14 complaint 
from neighbors notes that 
the building’s exterior is 
somewhat maintained and 
that the structure is still 

abandoned, with aban-
doned cars next to it, ac-
cording to the DOB. 

The property has had 
seven other complaints 
between January 2014 and 
September involving people 
seen entering the property 
despite a vacate order, a fire 
and a hole in the roof. 

Stella Beckman   was 
$4,000 fine for violation 
of parking regulations in 
a residential district and 
$250 due to problems such 
as a hole in the roof in June 
2014.

Finance Department re-
cords classify the home as a 
one-family dwelling whose 
tax rate is 19.157 percent. 
The home’s market value 
is $774,000 and the assessed 
value is $36,054. The prop-
erty is not receiving exemp-
tions.

HPD conducted an in-
spection of the property in  
August for an accumula-
tion of refuse and rubbish, 
raccoons at the front and 
rear yards and overgrown 
trees, shrubs and weeds. 
The property is also  facing 
a fine  of $10,284.01.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

An abandoned home in Auburndale was declared vacant by the 
city in 2014. Photo by Madina Toure
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the proposed development 
would have no substantial 
adverse effect on the safe 
and efficient use of the nav-
igated airspace, the board 
voted unanimously to 
grant the special permit,” 
board member Rev. Rich-
ard McEachern said.

The development, which 
consists of four towers, is 
bordered by College Point 
Boulevard to the west, 
Prince Street to the east, 
39th Avenue to the south 
and 37th Avenue to the 
north. It will consist of resi-
dential, hotel, retail, office 
and community facility 
uses as well as parking.

Zoning limits dictate 
that a development cannot 
penetrate the flight ob-

struction area, also known 
as the approach surface 
area. 

Given the project’s 
proximity to LaGuardia 
Airport, the concerns are 
about the building being 
too tall for the safety of pas-
sengers as well as building 
occupants.

The permit allows the 
developer to exceed the 
zoning limits. The proj-
ect received approval for 
the change, as the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
and the Port Authority ap-
proved a maximum height 
of 226 feet above the mean 
sea level, the established 
level unaffected by grand 
changes or slopes in the en-
vironment. The buildings 
all meet the requirement. 
The proposal is awaiting 
a final decision by the city 
Board of Standards and Ap-

peals. 
“The developer re-

thought the project and 
reprogrammed the project 
and found a project that 
they felt could work,” Ross 
Moskowitz, a partner with 
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan 
LLP, who is representing 
the developer, said. 

The development  will 
also have a garage entrance 
with a vehicular access 
point on College Point Bou-
levard. There will also be a 
garage entrance that fronts 
onto 39th Avenue. The num-
ber of parking spaces has 
also been increased to 1,250 
from 520. 

Sin Senh, vice president 
of Roux Associates in Islan-
dia, L.I., said the company 
has sampled soil, ground-
water and soil vapor.

meeting of the Queens Bor-
ough Board. 

But in those changes, 
parking space in Queens, 
a transit wasteland, would 
be greatly reduced for city-
owned affordable housing.

The plan proposes less 
parking space in subsi-
dized housing within a half 
mile from a transit hub or 
zone, in commercial devel-
opment that also supports 
housing, and in housing for 
seniors.

According to City Plan-
ning, the city’s population 
will continue to grow rapid, 
including in the borough. 
The overall Queens popula-
tion will reach 2.4 million 
and the senior population 
will grow by 30 percent —  
or an estimated 90,000 — by 
the year 2040, according to 
the agency’s projections.

Community board 
chairs in the borough and 
their representatives were 
not pleased about the plans 
to cut parking space, to say 
the least. 

“To tell a senior that 
they have to give up their 
car is the last thing they 
want to hear,” Joseph Hen-
nessy, chairman of Commu-
nity Board 6 and a senior 
citizen, said. “Please don’t 
tell me to take the bus in 
the snow. A senior citizen 
with disability—what are 

you telling them? Tough 
luck! You gotta stay in your 
apartment. Are we serious 
here?!”

City Planning senior 
planner Laura Smith said 
at the presentation a well-
designed building would 
require adding one to two 
stories so elevators become 
mandatory, which would 
prevent developers from 
squeezing units together. 
Changing the building’s 
facade would enable it to 
blend in with the neighbor-
hood, even allowing space 
for commercial business. 

The agency said the ex-
isting requirements for ac-
cessory off-street parking 
make it harder to meet the 
city’s need for affordable 
housing. Off-street parking, 
particularly in structured 
facilities, is expensive 
to construct—costing as 
much as $30,000 to $50,000 
per space. Residents of af-
fordable housing cannot 
pay the fees necessary to re-
coup the cost of construct-
ing these spaces, about 
$200-$300 per month, and 
in many instances these 
provided spaces sit empty, 
since the limited number of 
low-income residents who 
do own cars park them on 
street. In less-dense areas, 
parking may be provided as 
surface parking that costs 
less to build, but nonethe-
less still takes up consider-
able space that might oth-
erwise be used for housing, 

open space, or other uses, 
according to the proposal.  

According to the agen-
cy’s officials, housing with-
in a half a mile of a major 
transit hub would have no 
parking at all. 

Neither Eric Kober, di-
rector of Housing, Econom-
ic and Infrastructure Plan-
ning, nor Smith physically 
visited any of the borough 
sites they mentioned as ex-
amples in their proposals 
and study. 

Borough President Me-
linda Katz had questions, 
“You can see how this is 
worse for seniors. What 
is your vision when this 
happens practically?,”she 
asked. 

Smith pointed out only a 
small subset of the popula-
tion would be affected and 
there were options such as 
Access-a-Ride services. 

“Try to go at night and 
try to find a parking spot in 
the Liberty corridor. People 
have cars,” Elizabeth Bra-
ton, chair of Community 
Board 10, said. She said se-
nior housing parking lot in 
her community has always 
been full. 

The board pointed out 
the lack of transit hubs 
across the borough and 
the difficulties seniors face 
during the winter. Board 
members said for seniors 
having their own vehicle 
gave them a sense of inde-
pendence and it was cruel 
to take that away. 

Continued from Page 1 
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TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER, 

GO TO 

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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Virtual reality brings fi nal frontier to classroom
Carl Ullman School students in Oakland Gardens pilot new Google platform before its release

BY TOM MOMBERG

Space exploration for public 
schools was limited to field trips 
to the planetarium in the 20th 
century. But now virtual reality 
technology is bringing the plan-
etarium to the classrooms — like 
those at PS 213 in Oakland Gar-
dens.

On Karen Glover’s fifth-grade 
class’s mission to Mars Wednes-
day, kids held cardboard glasses 
strapped to mobile devices up to 
their eyes as she walked them 
through their exploration of the 
surface of the fourth rock from 
the sun.

As the children wondered 
why, the atmosphere in the imag-
es they were looking at was white 
and gray and the ground was red 
all the way to the horizon. Glover 
encouraged them to seek out their 
own answers.

“Think about it — when you’re 
standing on earth and you look 
up, what do you see? The sky,” 

she said. “So when you’re looking 
around on Mars out at the hori-
zon, what do you see? Space. Why 
is that?”

Student Jalen Gentry was 
quick to answer.

“It’s because there isn’t as 
much atmosphere on Mars, so the 
sky isn’t blue,” he said.

“And what element is it that 
makes the rocks on Mars red,” 
Glover asked — and Gentry re-

plied, “iron.”
The day’s lesson in space 

travel also took Glover’s students 
to the surface of the moon and 
allowed them to see panoramic 
views of star systems and planets 
using satellite and probe images 
stitched together for Google’s new 
products — which the Carl Ull-
man school is one of the first to 
use. 

Google Cardboard and Google 
Expedition kits, which the tech 
company is currently piloting in 
about 50 city schools, allow teach-
ers to guide their students through 
images of the ocean, space and 
unique landforms from around 
the world via a mobile tablet. 

Google is doing this before its 
winter release of a new mobile 
app that will allow consumers 
and educators alike to explore 
still images and video using the 
cardboard headsets.

“We take our kids on a lot of 
field trips, but this gives us the 
opportunity to bring them to a lot 

of places we wouldn’t otherwise 
be able to see,” PS 213 Principal 
Megan McCauley said. “From an 
educator’s perspective, the tech-
nology is very user friendly. It 
allows teachers to edit the notes, 
so they can build on what they 
are doing and discussing in their 
classrooms.” 

The guidance technology for 
a Google Expedition kit also pro-
vides pre-populated questions 
that teachers can edit, and can be 
set to a student’s ability at differ-
ent levels of critical thinking.

Jalen said he would be the 
first to get the mobile application 
when it gets released — he loved 
the technology and said he sees 
unlimited possibilities for it. “The 
phone has a very small screen, so 
if you are looking closer into it as 
a virtual reality headset, then it 
allows you to see more than what 
you can see on a regular phone, 
or even on a computer screen (or 
map),” Jalen said.

Science teacher Karen Glover leads her fifth-grade class on a “mission to 
Mars” using a pilot kit for Google Cardboard and Google Expedition. 

Photo by Michael Shain
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ing the crown of the Pavil-
ion its original “American 
Cheese” yellow, part of the 
city Parks Department’s 
ongoing efforts to restore 
and beautify the World’s 
Fair relics.

The New York Structur-
al Steel Painting Contrac-
tors Association complet-
ed the project, valued at an 
estimated $3.25 million, on 
time and at no cost to the 
city as part of the union’s 
apprenticeship program, 
giving them valuable work 
experience. The project 
turned out to be far more 
difficult than the bridge 
painters expected.

“Once we got up there, 
we realized we couldn’t 
do it with apprentices 
alone,” Keiran Ahern, the 
president of the Structural 
Steel Painting Contractors 
Association, said. “We had 
to bring in professional 
riggers to do the job right, 
safely. It just goes to show 
you that when labor, man-
agement and government 
are all on the same page, 

we can accomplish some 
pretty cool things.” Ahern 
said the association cov-
ered the cost of the riggers, 
estimated to be a half mil-
lion dollars.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz made the res-
toration of the New York 
Pavilion a priority when 
she came into office. To-
gether with the de Blasio 
administration and the 
City Council, nearly $8.9 
million has been allocated 
so far.

“This is one step in a 
long process,” Katz said. 
“The next step is electrici-
ty for the towers, and those 
towers could really use a 
paint job, just saying.” 

She announced the com-
mencement of a $650,000 
design contract to draft 
plans for electrical and 
structural improvements 
on the towers. The design 
is expected to be finalized 
by next fall with construc-
tion anticipated to begin in 
2017.

Once the structures are 
fortified and the steps are 
reconstructed, the bridge 
painters will come back 
and finish the job.

“They all want us to 
come back at some point 
and that’s definitely on our 
radar,” Ahern said. “My fa-
ther would want that.”

Timothy Ahern, the 
founder of Ahern Painting 
Contractors in Woodside, 
came up with the idea of 
painting the crown with 
its original color. He died 
suddenly in July with the 
work 80 percent complet-
ed.

Former City Council 
Speaker Peter Vallone, 
Sr. praised his late friend, 
who came to New York as a 
penniless immigrant from 
Limerick, Ireland, at the 
age of 21. 

“Tim was a gentleman, 
a true American story,” 
he said. “The quintessen-
tial Irish immigrant story. 
They came with nothing, 
built a wonderful business 
and a fantastic family. He 
was what this country is 
all about.” 

And he was revered 
by his workers at Ahern 
Painting Contractors.

Continued from Page 1 

Pavilion
That is precisely what 

has happened now that the 
San Francisco-based tech-
nology company, which 
connects riders to drivers, 
inked a 10-year lease for a 
larger, 25,000-square-foot 
space on the ground floor 
and a portion of the second 
floor.

“The Falchi Building 
was ideal for the company, 
offering one of the most 
flexible layouts in Long 
Island City and the most 
advanced infrastructure 
in the area,” representa-
tive Alex Chudnoff of JLL 
said. JLL is a leader in the 
tri-state commercial real 
estate market.

Both Uber and Lyft will 
have one thing in common 
at the Falchi Building, 
a prying neighbor. Next 
month, the city’s Taxi and 
Limousine Commission 
will occupy office space on 
the third floor at the Fal-
chi Building. The TLC is 
the regulatory agency that 
watches over for-hire vehi-
cles and their drivers.

The Falchi Building 
has made great strides 
since Jamestown Proper-
ties, owners of the popular 
Chelsea Market, bought 
the block-long warehouse 
at 31-00 47th Ave. for $80 
million in 2012. Jamestown 
gave the former Gimbels 
department store distribu-
tion facility a multimillion-
dollar makeover and began 
signing tenants such as 
the Coalition for Queens, 
Doughnut Plant, the Asto-
ria Distilling Co. and the 
Stolle Bakery.

The Falchi Building 
also featured the Food Box, 
a ground floor space where 
vendors served up pre-

pared Thai, Caribbean and 
Peruvian dishes to lunch 
crowds. The Food Box has 
just been moved to the 
ground floor concourse to 
make way for a new artisa-
nal farm-to-grocery store.

Katrina Schultz Rich-
ter, who founded the 
Queens County Market, 
has teamed up with Tonice 
Sqrignoli, who ran a food 
co-op, to open Good Neigh-
bor Queens, a new market 
featuring sourced organic 
produce, pastured meats, 
dairy products, fresh fish 
and baked goods. The store 
will also offer pastries from 
Pain d’Avignon as well as 
specialty items, including 

Continued from Page 1 

Uber

More high profile tenants, including Uber and a new artisinal mar-
ket, are signing leases for space in the Falchi Building in Long 
Island City. Photo by Bill Parry
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