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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

More than 250 parents, 
teachers, students and princi-
pals gathered Tuesday night 
for a town hall meeting at IS 
238 Susan B. Anthony Acad-
emy at 182nd Street and Hill-
side Avenue with City Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña to 
discuss progress being made 
in the education system across 
the city. 

The town hall visit was part 
of a tour Chancellor Fariña is 
making of city schools at the 
beginning of the school year. 

“This is the largest audi-
ence I have seen yet,” Fariña 
said.  “We have started the 
school year with little to no is-
sues and we have teachers in 
almost every classroom across 
the city.” 

The 29th District Commu-
nity Education Council had 
gathered questions and com-
ments collected from an online 
pool and made them available 
for Fariña’s visit. 

The questions ranged from 
the pre-kindergarten curricu-
lum to the frustrating process 
of picking a high school. 

Fariña said she was work-
ing with the state to bring 
more resources into the educa-
tion system. 

BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio administra-
tion is defending its reforms 
at Rikers Island and other city 
jails following a scathing anal-
ysis by city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer.

 In his report, Stringer said 
the culture of violence is wors-
ening, with taxpayers spend-
ing more money on fewer in-
mates.

“There is definitely some-
thing wrong with this picture. 
The jail population in New 
York City is the lowest in 31 
years, but the rate of violent 
incidents is accelerating at an 
alarming pace,” Stringer said. 
“At the same time, the Depart-
ment of Correction is pouring 
huge amounts of money into 
this problem, but we aren’t 
seeing any real results or im-
provements. We need to find 
ways to protect both guards 
and inmates, while at the same 
time making sure that the sub-
stantial resources being spent 
on this problem aren’t simply 
wasted.”

The report shows the an-
nual cost per inmate in city 
jails has increased 17 percent 
in 2015, the largest year-to-
year percentage rise in the 
last three decades, to $112,665 
per inmate. At the same time, 
assaults committed by in-
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BY BILL PARRY

A standing-room-only-
crowd of nearly 400 concerned 
citizens packed into the au-
ditorium at PS 69 in Jackson 
Heights for a town hall meet-
ing on LaGuardia Airport 
aircraft noise Sunday. The 

Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and the Port Authority 
of New York and New Jersey 
sent representatives, who 
made presentations on noise 
monitoring and emissions 
tracking, highlighting safety 
standards and their efforts to 
minimize the impact of noise 

on residents.
FAA Regional Administra-

tor Carmine Gallo said an-
other noise monitors would 
be placed in Jackson Heights, 
while PA director of govern-
ment and community rela-
tions Ian Van Praah discussed 

Continued on Page 51

Jackson Heights residents pack a town hall meeting on airplane 
noise and hear of updated legislation from U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley. 

Photo courtesy of Senator Peralta's office

Farina holds 
big town hall
on ed gains

Airplane noise hot topic in Jax Hgts

Rikers reforms fail: Stringer
Public advocate says rapes, sexual abuse went unreported to NYPD

FINAL BOARDING CALL

The last public tour of the mid-century masterpiece TWA Terminal at JFK airport drew a huge crowd, 
who gathered in the main waiting room to hear Port Authority official Jim Stevens (c.) explain how it 
will soon become a hotel. See story Page 5. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 

Community Board 5 will 
recommend that the city’s 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals deny an application 
from the United Talmudical 
Seminary in Glendale for a 
zoning variance to expand its 
building. 

The decision was an-
nounced Oct. 14 during CB5’s 
monthly community board 
meeting at Christ the King 
High School in Middle Vil-
lage.

After hearing testimony 
from the public and the ye-
shiva’s lawyer at September’s  
meeting, the board’s Land 
Use Committee met to hear 
the proposal on the need for 
the school’s expansion from 
360 dormitory beds to 710 
beds and the addition of a 
four-story building on the 
site at 74-10 88th St.

Public opposition to the 
expansion has focused on the 
yeshiva’s original 2006 cer-
tificate of occupancy, the fact 
that the structure is located 
in an M1-1 light manufactur-
ing zone, not a residential 
district, and the building’s 
current standing as a Use 
Group 9 trade school.  The 
Use Group 9 category does 
not allow for dormitories, so 
it is applying to the BSA to 
become a Use Group 3 reli-
gious school. 

But Walter Sanchez, who 
is chairman of CB5’s Land 

Use Committee, said the scale 
of the expansion, not the con-
troversial 2006 certificate of 
occupation, was the primary 
reason behind his objection 
to the variance. 

“After taking a tour of the 
facility the committee really 
felt that it was out of scale 
with what it is in Glendale,” 
Sanchez said. “We felt it was 
a good 20 feet higher than the 
next nearest building, which 
when you’re going for a vari-
ance is just too much. The 
height of the building was a 
lot higher than the buildings 
around it. That was our main 
point. It’s basically scale. The 
role of the CB is to look at the 
character of the community. 

Vincent Arcuri, CB5’s 
chairman voted for the vari-
ance and argued that dis-
agreement stemmed from 
different perceptions of just 
what the yeshiva would look 
like. Arcuri said that the 
proposed expansion would, 
in theory, rise about 40 feet 
above 88th Street, while resi-
dential zoning in the area is 
35 feet. 

“But due but to the fact 
that the ground beneath the 
yeshiva slopes downward 
there would effectively be 
no difference between the 
yeshiva’s height and the zon-
ing requirements.” Arcuri 
also mentioned that the area 
where the yeshiva is located 
is heavily industrial. 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

Friends and family said a 
final farewell to former City 
Councilman Tom Ognibene 
on a crisp Friday morning at 
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic 
Church in Glendale. 

“Tom was a wise man and 
a giving man,” said Rev. John 
J. Fullum, who led services. 
“God, family and friends were 
at the center of his life. He 
stood for family values at a 
time when it is very difficult 
to do that.”

The funeral was a true bi-
partisan affair with elected 
officials from both the Repub-
lican and Democratic parties 
present.

Those in attendance in-
cluded City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, Staten Island 
Borough President James 
Oddo, Queens GOP Chair-
man Bob Turner, U.S. Rep. Joe 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
and Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village). 
among others. 

“The best debates in the 
modern era of NY City Council 

were between Tom Ognibene, 
Anthony Weiner,” Oddo tweet-
ed Thursday. “Smart. Funny. 
Memorable.”

Ognibene died Monday at 
the age of 72. After his passing 
a condolences flooded in from 
both and Democratic and Re-
publican officials.

“Tom Ognibene dedicated 
himself to our community & 
City,” Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Glendale), 
tweeted last week. “He was a 
true gentleman.”

“Tom was a tireless advo-
cate for his constituents when 
he served in the Council, a 
valuable advisor to me during 
my congressional campaigns, 
and an integral part of the 
coalition that helped elect me 
chairman of the Queens Re-
publican Party,” said Queens 
GOP Chairman Bob Turner.

Customarily eulogies are 
not given at Sacred Heart 
Church at the end of a mass, 
but due to the especially inti-
mate bond between Ulrich and 
Ognibene, Ulrich offered brief 
but heartfelt words at the end 
of the service.

“When Tom first ran for 
elected office, people said he 

was crazy,” Ulrich told the con-
gregation. “They were right.”

Ulrich, making a reference 
to himself and the debt he owed 
Ognibene for jump-starting 
his own political career, cited 
Sir Isaac Newton: “If I have 
seen further than others, it is 
only because I was standing 
upon the shoulders of giants.”

“He was larger than life in 
so many ways,” Ulrich added. 
“He was a giant.” 

Ulrich took a moment and 
scanned the pews. 

“There are many people 
here today who were lifted up 
by Tom Ognibene,” he said.

I can join many of you in 
saying that I would not be the 
man I am today if it were not 
for the man who we are about 
to bury.”

Speaking as much to those 
in attendence as to Ogbinene 
himself, Ulrich concluded his 
euology.

“Tom didn’t sacrifice years 
of his life in vain. He took what 
he learned, shared it with 
those he loved, and he carried 
out the remainder of his days 
with grace and dignity. How 
honorable. How rare.” 

The United Talmudical Seminary at 74-10 88 St. in Glendale 
has used trailers for students due to space constraints.  

Photo by Michael Shain

The casket of Tom Ognibene being carried into Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church in Glendale this past 
Monday. Photo by Michael Shain

CB5 puts the kibosh 
on yeshiva expansion

Ognibene buried
City’s political elite see GOP titan off at funeral
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BY BILL PARRY

More than 80 first grad-
ers from PS 343 in Sunnyside 
joined City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
in calling on the city DOT to 
install a traffic signal at a dan-
gerous intersection near their 
school as part of their civics 
curriculum. The intersection 
in question is surrounded by 
apartment buildings and the 
largest park in the neighbor-
hood, the Thomas P. Noonan 
Playground. According to the 
NYPD’s annual Motor Vehicle 
Collision Report, the intersec-
tion at 42nd Street and 47th 
Avenue statistics show that 
between January 2014 and Au-
gust 2015 there have been six 
collisions involving 12 people.

“Every day that we don’t 
have a traffic light at this in-
tersection we are asking fami-
lies to cross in danger,” Van 
Bramer said. “The Depart-
ment of Transportation has 
the responsibility of protect-
ing our children and all local 

residents who cross this street 
every day. The agency cannot 
simply wait for a tragedy to oc-
cur before making the neces-
sary improvements we need to 
make the street safer.”

For more than three years, 
Van Bramer’s office fought on 
behalf of constituents, families 
and schoolchildren to get traf-
fic safety measures installed 
at the intersection. DOT re-
fused,  saying “it was our judg-
ment that additional controls 
at this intersection were not 
recommended.”

The students from PS 343 
are worried about their safety. 

“You can get killed at that 
corner, it’s very dangerous,” 
first grader Virginia Wallace 
said. “We saw someone who 
had to run across the street be-
cause a car was crossing. Don’t 
you want to keep us safe?”

DOT is researching the 
area surrounding PS 343 for 
additional safety enhance-
ments, according to a spokes-
man. “DOT prides itself on 
working with the community 

to ensure the safety of every 
New Yorker and participated 
in an event earlier this month 
to highlight safety as part of 
International Walk to School 
Day.”

 He added, “The school is 

located in a designated Neigh-
borhood Slow Zone and we 
expect pavement markings on 
nearby Greenpoint Avenue to 
be refurbished in the next few 
weeks.”

Van Bramer’s office 

worked with the students to 
organize the rally as part of 
PS 343’s Civics Unit in which 
90 first graders are studying 
to be good citizens at their 
school and in the community. 
All four classes surveyed the 
neighborhood and identified 
areas in the community that 
concerned them,

In an effort to become more 
civically engaged, students 
discussed ways to get involved, 
devised ideas and proposed so-
lutions before writing letters 
to the DOT calling for traffic 
safety measures at the inter-
section.

“I’m very proud of our first 
grade students and their let-
ter-writing campaign,” PS 343 
Principal Brooke Barr said. 
“They are using what they 
have learned in class about 
good citizenship to make a 
real difference in their com-
munity.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer and dozens of first graders from PS 
343 rally at a traffic signal at a dangerous Sunnyside intersection. 

Courtesy of Council Member Van Bramer

School kids demand light at dangerous corner
DOT has refused to place traffi c signal in Sunnyside intersection for three years: Van Bramer

VOTING NOW OPEN
gaycitynews.nyc/bestofgaycity2015

Gay City News presents the

highlighting the very best 
our city has to offer!

Vote and be entered for 
a chance to win an iPad 
Mini, Broadway Tickets, 

and more!

2nd Annual Readers’ Choice 
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2015 Best Gayborhood Nominees
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1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com

DONT WAIT FOR THE 
NEXT REPORT CARD.
GET HELP NOW!

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 
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TEST SCORES

BAY RIDGE
718-491-0900 
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718-597-1500
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516-747-5600
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516-365-4455

MANHATTAN
212-362-0100

PARK SLOPE
718-230-4600
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
At a presentation by the 

city’s Department of City 
Planning Monday, meant to 
push forward the mayor’s 
affordable housing plan, 
Queens community board 
heads voiced exasperation 
over zoning proposals that 
could potentially lead to the 
loss of parking space in sub-
sidized housing near public 
transit. 

City Planning requires 
changes to zoning regula-
tions in order to meet the 
goals of the mayor’s plan. 
The presentation on zoning 
for quality and affordability 
and mandatory inclusionary 
housing focused on proposed 
affordable housing across the 
borough at a meeting of the 
Queens Borough Board. 

But in those changes, 
parking space in Queens, 

a transit wasteland, would 
be greatly reduced for city-
owned affordable housing.

The plan proposes less 
parking space in subsidized 
housing within a half mile 
from a transit hub or zone, 
in commercial development 
that also supports housing, 
and in housing for seniors.

According to City Plan-
ning, the city’s population 
will continue to grow rapid, 
including in the borough. 
The overall Queens popula-
tion will reach 2.4 million 
and the senior population 
will grow by 30 percent —  or 
an estimated 90,000 — by the 
year 2040, according to the 
agency’s projections.

Community board chairs 
in the borough and their rep-
resentatives were not pleased 
about the plans to cut park-
ing space, to say the least. 

BY BILL PARRY

Members of Astoria’s 
Greek community gathered in 
Athens Square Park Saturday 
to celebrate the life of their 
late civic leader Dennis Syn-
tilas. The street in front of the 
park on 30th Avenue, which he 
helped create in the ‘90s, was 
co-named “Dennis Syntalis 
Way” in his memory.

“He was a pioneer of the 
Greek-American community 
in Astoria and spent his life 
dedicated to civic engage-
ment,” City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “As a founder of the 
Greek-American Homeown-
ers Association and Athens 
Square, he made it his mission 
to promote charity and en-
gagement within the neighbor-
hood. His leadership served as 
a role model to Astorians.”

Syntilas died in January at 
the age of 85 following a long 
illness. He emigrated from 
Greece in 1956 and worked as 
an executive at Atlantic Bank.

He spent decades integrat-
ing the new Greek immigrants, 
who began flooding Astoria in 
the ‘70s, into the community, 
according to state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria).

“If Dennis was with us to-
day, he would be proud to see 
how well his dream had come 
to life,” Gianaris said. “It is an 
honor to continue his legacy 
through the addition of ‘Den-
nis Syntilas Way.’ He made so 
many sacrifices not just for 
this park but for our entire 
community and all the immi-
grants who made their way 
here over the decades. Dennis 
rolled up his shirt sleeves and 
went to work for this commu-
nity. He made sure the new im-
migrants got citizenship and 
registered to vote.”

Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria), who emi-
grated from Greece as a young 
child, called Syntilas a giant 
in the community and a men-
tor to all three of Astoria’s cur-
rent elected officials.

“Dennis Syntilas is the 

BY MADINA TOURE

In what Police Commis-
sioner Bill Bratton called “one 
step toward righting a wrong,” 
the street in front of the Police 
Academy in College Point has 
been renamed to honor Patrol-
man Phillip Cardillo, who was 
shot inside a Nation of Islam 
mosque in Harlem in April 
1972. Cardillo was 31.

Bratton called Monday’s 
ceremony to rename the street 
the first “public memorial” 
for Cardillo, condemning the 
inaction by politicians at the 
time of Cardillo’s death. Nei-
ther Mayor John Lindsay nor 
Police Commissioner Patrick 
Murphy attended Cardillo’s 
funeral 43 years ago.

More than 1,000 people 
turned out for the street re-
naming, including many re-
tired officers, top NYPD brass 
and cadets.

At the end of July, the City 
Council unanimously voted 
to approve the co-naming of 
28th Avenue to commemorate 
Cardillo, who had been on the 
police force for five years with 
the 28th Precinct in Harlem.

Cardillo’s death marks the 
only unsolved murder of a 
police officer in the city’s his-
tory. 

“It was a shame then and 
it’s a shame now,” Bratton 
said. “It was wrong to give poli-
tics jurisdiction over an active 
crime scene. It was wrong then 
that neither the mayor nor the 
police commissioner attended 

Phil’s funeral. It was wrong 
to allow political pressure to 
interfere with a murder inves-
tigation.”

Due to racial tensions, po-
lice brass released a dozen 
suspects in the mosque’s base-
ment without identifying them 
and moved the investigation 
to the 24th Precinct on Man-
hattan’s West Side in response 

to an angry crowd that gath-
ered at the scene, according to 
NYPD Confidential.  Lindsay 
and Murphy avoided the fu-
neral after the botched NYPD 
investigation.

 Speaking through tears, 
Cardillo’s son, Todd, said the 
street renaming “has been a 
long time coming. I’ve always 
been told growing up he’s a 
hero,” he said.

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside), who in-
troduced the bill seeking the 
street renaming, said Cardil-
lo’s death was a reminder of 
the sacrifices police officers 
make to keep people safe.

“I don’t think I’ve ever seen 
a street renaming like this,” 
Vallone said.

In April 1972, Cardillo and 
his partner, Det. Vito Navarra, 
were lured to the mosque at 
102 W. 116th St, by a false re-
port of an officer who needed 
help. When they entered the 
mosque, the officers were 
overwhelmed and attacked 
by a crowd inside. During the 
fray, Cardillo was shot and 
killed with his own gun.

Queens Borough President 

Melinda Katz said the new 
street would allow young gen-
erations of officers to under-
stand  Cardillo’s sacrifice.

“They’re going to learn as 
they train to work for the city 
of New York and learn about 
him and mistakes made by the 
city that need to be rectified,” 
Katz said.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), whose fa-
ther served in the NYPD for 21 
years, said the police force has 
become better since Cardillo’s 
death because of his sacrifice.

“The disgusting politics 
that took place in 1972 should 
never be tolerated in this city 
or any other city again,” Crow-
ley said.

Pat Lynch, president of the 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent Asso-
ciation, commended retired of-
ficers who attended Cardillo’s 
funeral and assistant district 
attorneys who worked on the 
case for coming to the street 
renaming, noting that many 
people do not understand po-
lice officers’ work.

“They’re all here today,” 
Lynch said.

Councilman Costa Constantinides 
(c.), state Sen. Michael Gianaris and 
Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas 
honor their mentor Dennis Syntilas 
with a street co-naming in Astoria. 

Photo by Bill Parry

A street in front of the Police Academy has been named after the late 
Patrolman Phillip Cardillo - 42 years later. Photo by Michael Shain

College Point street honors slain cop
Patrolman Phillip Cardillo Way unveiled in ceremony at Police Academy site  

Astoria street co-named for 
civic leader Dennis Syntalis

City housing plans 
lack parking spaces

Continued on Page 38Continued on Page 51



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 23–29, 2015 5  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Thousands of visitors 
flocked to the last tour Sun-
day of the iconic architecture 
of the TWA Flight Center at 
Kennedy Airport before its 
renovation and expansion into 
a hotel. 

A national historic land-
mark, the terminal was built 
in 1962 by famed Finnish-born 
designer Eero Saarinen. He 
was given the directive to cap-
ture “the spirit of flight” in his 
design, which features a wing-
shaped roof over the main 
terminal, round departure-ar-
rival corridors and expansive 
windows with the view of the 
runway. 

The terminal’s curvilinear 
architecture will be renovated 
to reflect its original state, in-
cluding bringing back the Lis-
bon Lounge, Paris Café and 
the Constellation Club while 
adding a conference space 
and observation deck. It will 
be surrounded by two hotel 
buildings, according to the 
new developer MCR Develop-
ment, a hotel owner-operator. 
The 505-room hotel is expected 
to create over 3,000 jobs. 

The terminal was the first 
with enclosed passenger jet-
ways, closed circuit television, 
a central public address sys-
tem, baggage carousels, elec-
tronic schedule boards and 

baggage scales, and the satel-
lite clustering of gates away 
from the main terminal. 

Trans World Airlines 
Flight Center remained open 
until the airline went bank-
rupt in 2001. It was renovated 
over the years and was opened 
for events such as tours. 

“I think more than any-
thing it is a real celebrity. The 
experience inside is extraordi-
nary,” Gregory Wessner, exec-
utive director of Open House 
New York, a nonprofit that or-
ganized the tour, said. 

Wessner said historically, 
1959 was the first year that 
air travel became popular and 

TWA Flight Center defined 
what travel could be for the 
21st-century passenger.  

In September, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo announced the 
approval of a $265 million ho-
tel project, funded by JetBlue 
Airways Corp and MCR Devel-
opment. 

“I have never seen anyone 
come to this property who 
hasn’t walked away with a 
huge smile on their face. Es-
sentially all of the space here 
will be re-lifed back to the 
period of historical signifi-
cance,” Jim Steven, manager 
of JFK’s Physical Plant and 

BY BILL PARRY
 
When Joe Somers was 

growing up in Whitestone, his 
parents brought him to the 
1964 World’s Fair in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park where 
he fell in love with the space-
age New York State Pavilion. 
Now 57, and still living in 
Whitestone, Somers recalled 
the sadness he felt every time 
he drove past the structure on 
the Long Island Expressway 
or the Van Wyck and saw the 
state of disrepair it had fallen 
into during the last few de-
cades.

“It broke my heart to see 
how ugly this place got over 
the years,” Somers said Oct. 
15 at the Pavilion, his chest 
“swelling with pride” at the 
role he played during the first 

restoration project at the site. 
Somers was one of 30 bridge 
painters who donated 8,000 
hours repainting the crown 
of the Pavilion its original 
“American Cheese” yellow, 

part of the city Parks Depart-
ment’s ongoing efforts to re-
store and beautify the World’s 
Fair relics.

The New York Structural 

BY GABRIEL ROM

New York City has sold 
only 350  of 2,000 proposed 
taxi medallions meant for 
wheelchair-accessible cabs 
and that’s largely Uber’s 
fault, the United Spinal Asso-
ciation contends.

The nonprofit sent a let-
ter last week to a host of city 
and state lawmakers, includ-
ing Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
City Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
accusing the growing Uber 
car service as stymying ef-
forts to make New York City 
transportation options more 
wheelchair-accessible.

 In 2012, New York state 
lawmakers passed legisla-
tion supported by Cuomo re-
quiring 2,000 new medallions 
to become available for sale, 
each of which would have 
been for a new accessible 
taxicab. De Blasio endorsed 
making half of the TLC’s taxi 
fleet wheelchair accessible,  
 during his first few weeks in 
office.

But the letter argues that 
Uber’s dominance in the 
city’s livery industry has 
sidelined the Taxi and Lim-
ousine Commission and its 
accessibility  program along 
with it.

“Uber’s 15 percent expan-
sion in New York City over 
the past four months means 
that millions more in poten-
tial funding will now be lost, 
further stifling the effort to 
put more wheelchair-accessi-
ble cars on the road,” the let-
ter said.

 United Spinal Association 
CEO and President James 
Weisman argues that these 
reform efforts have largely 
been for-naught due to the 

TLC’s radically reduced 
share of total livery trips in 
the city. 

Currently UberWAV con-
nects people who use wheel-
chairs to a number of accessi-
ble green taxis that can only 
make pickups in the outer-
boroughs and northern Man-
hattan, as well as yellow taxis 
throughout Manhattan.

“While the taxi industry 
has long resisted providing 
real options for New Yorkers 
with disabilities, Uber on its 
own created the most reliable 
accessible transportation op-
tion in New York City, uber-
WAV,” said Alix Anfang a 
spokesperson for Uber.

Koslowitz is a sponsor of a 
bill proposed by Councilman 
Corey Johnson (D-Manhat-
tan) that would mandate all 
taxicabs and for hire vehicles 
to be handicap accessible by 
January 2015.

 “Before Uber started lur-
ing away tens of thousands of 
taxi drivers, New York law-
makers pledged to support 
the disability community 
by increasing the number of 
accessible taxis,” the letter 
said. “But Uber’s rapid ex-
pansion has thwarted these 
efforts, and its refusal to help 
fund accessibility programs 
has made the problem even 
worse.”

The letter urges lawmak-
ers to draft legislation that 
would require Uber to pro-
vide wheelchair accessible 
service and to pay the same 
surcharges that yellow and 
green cabs do for their rides.

“The company’s profits 
are coming at the expense of 
a vital program to help the 
city’s 100,000 wheelchair us-
ers get the transportation 
they need,” the letter con-
cluded.

With the crown of the New York State Pavilion preserved and beautified 
in its original color, plans for further restoration are in the works. 

Photo by Bill Parry

In the final public tour before the TWA Flight Center closes for reno-
vations, former TWA employees wore their old uniforms and visitors 
dressed in '60s-era attire to say goodbye to the landmark building.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Advocates cry foul 
on Uber accesibility

Pavilion paint job celebrated

TWA opens its doors
Last tour offered of iconic JFK hub before renovations 

Continued on Page 51

Continued on Page 38

In July Mayor Bill de Blasio dropped his proposed bill to limit the growth 
of for-hire vehicle companies, like Uber.  Photo by Rafiq Maqbool/AP
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

As the general election date inches 
closer, the two state Assembly candi-
dates for William Scarborough’s for-
mer seat have started flip-flopping on 
issues that affect the community.

At a debate Tuesday night at the 
Robert Ross Johnson Family Life Cen-
ter in St. Albans, Democratic candi-
date Alicia Hyndman and Republican 
candidate Scherie Murray answered 
questions from a two-member panel on 
topics such as community-based non-
profits and criminal justice reform. 

The seat for Assem-
bly District 29—which 
covers Hollis, Jamaica, 
St. Albans, Laurelton 
and Rosedale— opened 
up in May, when Scar-
borough resigned after 
pleading guilty to state 
and federal corruption charges.

The first question for both candi-
dates was to name their three favorite 
nonprofits from the district. Hyndman 
was able to name three right away; 
Community Youth Care Services, 
United Black Men of Queens and Our 
Brothers Guardians,  while Murray 
named two; 100 suits for 100 men and 
the Veterans in Command,  and took a 
pass on naming her third favorite non-
profit. 

Some questions similar to those 
posed at last week’s NAACP debate 
were raised, allowing the candidates 
to clarify their positions or restate 
their agenda on certain issues.  

Both candidates had a change of 
heart on separate issues from last 
week’s debate. 

On tenure in the Assembly, Hynd-
man shifted her position. 

“Even though the Assembly is in 
session from January to June—I am 
going to be working full time for this 
district,” she said. “In order to be effec-
tive you need more than two years, al-
though you can do a lot in two years.”

That was different from the opinion 
Hyndman gave at the last debate, when 
she said she approved of a second job as 
long as it was within the guidelines of 
the Assembly because the Albany post 
is a part-time position. 

Murray was asked about City Coun-
cil legislation on bail reform and elimi-
nating prison time for low-level offend-

ers. She said, “I am favor 
of any initiative that 
eliminates an extended 
stay for low-level offend-
ers. I absolutely would 
support bail reform.”

At the last debate, 
however, Murray said 

she was not in favor of bail reform but 
did support rehabilitation programs. 

Hyndman was also posed a question 
concerning criminal justice reform. 
When asked about the Close to Home 
state program, a juvenile justice re-
form initiative designed to keep youth 
close to their families and community, 
she said the program was ideologically 
a good idea but not practical.

The event was sponsored by eight 
community organizations including 
civic associations, churches and busi-
ness associations. 

The general election to fill the state 
Assembly seat will be held Nov. 3. 

\Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Democratic candidate Alicia Hyndman (r.) and Republican candidate Scherie Murray (l.) an-
swered questions during a debate at the Robert Ross Johnson Family Life Center in St. 
Albans.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Candidates fl ip-fl op   
on issues at debate

Bill de Blasio
Mayor of NYC

B. “Costanza” 
Clueless Candidate

Al “Rev” Sharpton
NYPD Commish

ON NOV. 3RD,
           LET’S NOT GO...

Melissa “Marx” Viverito
NYC Council Speaker

����NOW STARRING

SEND  DE BLASIO  A  MIDTERM  MESSAGE

VOTE  JOE  CONCANNON  FOR  CITY  COUNCIL

SEND  DE BLASIO  A  MIDTERM  MESSAGE

VOTE  JOE  CONCANNON  FOR  CITY  COUNCIL

SEND  DE BLASIO  A  MIDTERM  MESSAGE

VOTE  JOE  CONCANNON  FOR  CITY  COUNCIL
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BY TOM MOMBERG

Nearly 100 concerned parents and 
children rallied on 48th Street in 
Woodside Sunday to bring the area’s 
overcrowded school problem to the 
community’s attention and ask the city 
Department of Education to do some-
thing about it.

“We just need to let everyone know 
this problem exists, so we can start a 
community conversation around this 
and maybe ultimately pressure the 
city to build a middle school,” rally or-
ganizer Sean McGowan said.

McGowan is part of a grassroots 
organization called the Sunnyside 
Woodside Middle School Project, mem-
bers of which are upset at the DOE and 
city School Construction Authority’s 
decision not to build an intermediate 
school in the area as they believe the 
agencies grossly underestimated the 
neighborhoods’ growth.

McGowan, who has a young daugh-
ter entering middle school, said the on-
going 600-seat addition to IS 125, 46-02 
47th Ave., in school District 24 will not 
be enough to meet Woodside and Sun-
nyside’s needs as the neighborhoods 
undergo rapid development. IS 125 was 

at 110 percent of its enrollment capac-
ity in 2013, the most recent data avail-
able from the DOE’s building utiliza-
tion reports.

The DOE held a meeting with Sun-
nyside Woodside Middle School Project 
in February to console the members’ 
concerns and explain why a middle 

school was not needed.
The current $13.5 billion capital 

plan calls for a total of 1,900 new school 
seats in neighboring school District 30 
over the next five years. The DOE said 
the plan also calls for a new 1,000-seat 
joint elementary and intermediate 
school somewhere in the district, in ad-

dition to the 12 existing public middle 
schools.

“Working closely with communities 
is key to strengthening our schools and 
ensuring our students thrive,” a DOE 
spokesman said in a statement. “We 
have committed to building over 1,900 
new seats in District 30 alone, and we 
will continue to listen to families in 
the district — and across the city — to 
help address their needs.”

The Woodside Sunnyside Middle 
School Project has proposed the city 
transfer the city Department of Trans-
portation’s 125,000-square-foot prop-
erty, in front of which they rallied, into 
the hands of the SCA to build that pro-
posed middle school.

In the meantime, McGowan said 
parents were told there were other 
options as Woodside and Sunnyside 
schools continue to be overfilled — 
that they could have their kids bused 
to Astoria schools, and that school 
rooms would be doubled up with class-
es, although the student-to-teacher ra-
tio would remain constant.

Reach reporter Tom Momberg by e-
mail at tmomberg@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4573.

Members of grassroots organization Sunnyside Woodside Middle School Project and their 
kids rally to press the city Department of Education to reconsider building a middle school 
in the area. Photo by Michael Shain 

Parents and kids rally for new middle school
Woodside Sunnyside MSP asks Dept. of Education to consider more construction in the area 
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BY BILL PARRY

When the city began mov-
ing homeless families into 
the former Clarion Hotel in 
East Elmhurst, Councilwom-
an Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) said the commu-
nity would be supportive but 
“not without added support.” 

Last week, the city Parks 
Department announced a 
$3.2 million investment to 
improve green space and the 
long-neglected Overlook Park 
two blocks from the shelter, 
now called The Landing, as 
well as constructing East 
Elmhurst’s first dog run di-
rectly across Ditmars Boule-
vard from the facility.

While Ferreras’ office 
would not speculate on any 
correlation, state Assembly-
man Jeffrion Aubrey (D-Co-
rona) did. 

“This will give this area 
a viable recreation space and 
augment the quality of life 
for all,” he said. “It will also 
provide public recreation 
space for the children mov-
ing into the nearby family 
shelter. Both older residents 
and these new families will 
be well-served by the public 
space.”

The new dog run will be 
built in the shadow of the 
control tower at LaGuardia 
Airport with $1.5 million in 
funds. Ferreras said her con-
stituents had been calling for 
one for years and it proved 
to be a popular item in the 
last participatory budgeting 
cycle, although it did not get 
enough votes. Smartboards 
for area schools, lighting on 
Roosevelt Avenue and police 
cameras on 102nd Street in 
Corona were priorities for 
the community.

“So many residents of 

East Elmhurst made a home 
here and have remained for 
decades despite the noise and 
air pollution. They really de-
serve well-kept public spaces 
near their homes that allow 
them to enjoy leisurely time 
with their families and pets 
outdoors,” Ferreras said. “As 
a community of many dog 
lovers, we are also thrilled 
to have a proper place for our 
four-legged friends to roam 
freely and live more active 
lifestyles.”

Residents currently travel 
three miles or more to dog 
friendly areas in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and 
surrounding neighborhoods, 
such as Jackson Heights and 
Elmhurst. The Parks Depart-
ment will add $1.7 million 
for renovations to Overlook 
Park, a steep, wooded prom-
ontory with sweeping views 
of LaGuardia Airport. It is 
located around the curve of 
22nd Drive between 97th and 
100th streets, just two blocks 
away from The Landing. The 
upgrade will include new play 
equipment, benches, fences 
and sidewalks. The park’s 1.3 
acres of forest will be pruned 
and cleared and new green-
ery will be planted as well.

“Overlook Park and its 
neighboring public spaces 
are a green oasis in one of our  
city’s most highly trafficked 
areas.” Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell Silver said. “We look 
forward to making this a bet-
ter space for the people and 
pets of East Elmhurst.”

He did not say when work 
on the two projects would be-
gin.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Lamar Odom was beloved 
in Queens growing up, and 
remains so during a tumultu-
ous time in his life, because of 
his humble nature and giving 
spirit.  

“He was a happy-go lucky 
kid as a youngster with an 
enormous personality,” said 
former youth coach and men-
tor Gary Charles. “I never 
knew anyone who didn’t like 
Lamar.”   

The former Christ the King 
star and South Jamaica na-
tive, who made millions later 
on in life, had a tough upbring-
ing. His father Joe Odom was 
a heroin addict and Lamar 
was raised by his grandmoth-
er Mildred Mercer after his 
mom, Cathy Mercer, died of co-
lon cancer when he was 12. On 
her deathbed, she told her son 
to be nice to everyone. 

Odom lived his mother’s 
words throughout his life. He 
took care of those close to him, 
almost to a fault. Charles said 
he felt Odom needed to learn 
to say the word “No.” Instead, 
he would take off for two or 
three days as an escape so he 
wouldn’t have to. 

“He was a giver,” said 
Christ the King varsity assis-
tant coach Artie Cox. “Lamar 
was a giver all the way. To this 
day he is probably the same 
guy inside, but he is strug-
gling with the vices.” 

Odom has been in the news 
for all the wrong reasons in re-
cent years. There was his pub-
lic breakup with wife Khloé 
Kardashian and his smashing 
of a paparazzi’s camera. On 
Oct. 13, Odom was found un-
conscious in a Nevada brothel. 
He was left fighting for his life 
in a coma, before regaining 
consciousness last week. 

“I’ve always been afraid of 
getting a phone call like this,” 
Charles said. 

Odom’s downward spiral 
started in 2011, when he was 
crushed by being traded from 
the Los Angeles Lakers to the 
Dallas Mavericks soon after 
winning the NBA Sixth Man 
of the Year award. He was out 
of the league two years later, 
and was busted for drunken 
driving. Odom recently lost 
two friends, former CK player 
Jamie Sangouthai and Bobby 
Heyward, to drug related 
deaths, leaving those close 
to him worried about how he 

would cope, according to re-
ports. 

“When he got traded from 
the Lakers his life unraveled 
a little bit basketball-wise and 
then he got involved with the 
Kardashians and clearly that 
wasn’t healthy for him,” Cox 
said. “He’s never been the 
same since.”

Plenty of prayers and well 
wishes were sent Odom’s way 
over social media. Many of his 
former teammates visited him 
in the hospital. He was recent-
ly moved to a Los Angeles hos-
pital, according to reports. He 
is speaking and is receiving 
physical therapy, according to 
the Los Angeles Daily News.  

“Maybe this is a wake up 
call,” said Kenny Pretlow, who 
coached Odom as an assistant 
with the Riverside Church 
travel team. “Hopefully life 
will be better for him. He is 
still a great person.”

Odom, a 6-foot-10 forward, 
was drafted by the Los Ange-
les Clippers in 1999, and won 
two NBA titles with the Lak-
ers before becoming a reality 
star on E!’s Keeping up with 
the Kardashians and Khole 
and Lamar. 

He was a star in Queens 
long before that. Odom came 
into his own as a sophomore at 
CK and became the superstar 
of the city. A growth spurt shot 
him up from 6-foot-1 to closer 
to 6-foot-10. He played three 
seasons in Middle Village be-
fore finishing his high school 
career at two different prep 
schools for academic reasons. 

Cox said it was disappoint-
ing to see him leave, but he 

left plenty of good memories 
behind. Odom led the Royals 
to a CHSAA intersectional 
title in 1995 and the team lost 
to Rice in the final a year later. 
He was named the most valu-
able player of the playoffs in 
’95 after scoring 36 points and 
grabbing 10 rebounds in a 74-
70 victory over St. Raymond in 
the championship game.

“He’s got Hall of Fame tal-
ent,” Cox said.

Odom also played on one 
of the best summer travel ball 
teams ever with Riverside. 
The squad 
i n c l u d e d 
four future 
NBA play-
ers in Odom, 
Metta World 
Peace, Elton Brand and Erick 
Barkley. The combination of 
World Peace and Odom provid-
ed plenty of laughs and points. 
Pretlow called him a favorite 
in New York City. 

“He was just silky smooth, 
could handle it,” Pretlow said. 
“He had the sweetest finger 
roll that I ever saw.” 

Those close to Odom see a 
return to his family and his 
two children as a key to get-
ting him back on track. Cox 
would like to see Odom return 
to New York where he has a 
support group of friends, fam-
ily and teammates he can lean 
on. Charles said he would hug 
him, love him and then slap 
him to deliver some tough 
love.

“I pray for him,” Cox said. 
“I hope he can get back on his 
feet and enjoy his life.”East Elmhurst residents will get their first dog run near LaGuardia 

Airport as well as a renovation at a nearby park. Photo by Bill Parry

Lamar Odom on court during his days with the Los Angeles Clippers.  
Brandon Wade/AP

Odom’s giving spirit
Ex-NBA star remembered from days at Christ the King

East Elmhurst to get
its fi rst dog run soon

See related 
story on
PAGE 11
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POLICE 

Blotter

ROCHDALE VILLAGE -- A 77-year-old man from Roch-
dale Village went missing Tuesday morning from his 
home, police said.

Briscoe Mosley from 134-45 166 Place in Rochdale Vil-
lage was seen inside his home. He is described as six feet 
tall, 140 pounds, with medium cut hair and a grey beard, 
according to police. 

Police said he was last seen wearing a light color base-
ball hat, black sunglasses, a brown plaid shirt, a tan jacket 
with purple sleeves, light green cargo pants and black 
dress shoes.

Police said he also has a tattoo on his right arm, a large 
scar on his stomach and only two fingers on his right 
hand.

Anyone with information in regards to this missing is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 800-577-TIPS.  

Police look for elderly Rochdale Village man 
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BRISCOE MOSELEY

Police look to question boyfriend in murder 
JAMAICA — The NYPD wants to interview the 

boyfriend of a woman who was found burned from 
head to toe in the bathtub of a Jamaica apartment. De-
tectives from the 103rd Precinct were looking for Car-
los Leon, aka Carlos Alvarez, and were asking for the 
public’s help following the grisly discovery of 28-year-
old Miriam Velez-Samayoa when they responded to a 
911 call of a possible assault in progress just after 4 
a.m. Saturday.

Velez-Samayoa was unconscious and unrespon-
sive when police responded to 147-28 90th Ave. and 
EMS pronounced her dead at the scene, according to 
the NYPD. Her death has been ruled a homicide, ac-
cording to an NYPD spokeswoman.

Anyone with information about the investigation, 
or the whereabouts of Carlos Leon, are asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 800-577-TIPS.

Carlos Leon, also goes by 
the name Carlos Alvarado

Suspects sought in Flushing robbery: Cops

FLUSHING — Police from the 109th Pre-
cinct were asking for the public’s help iden-
tifying two suspects wanted for robbery. On 
Friday, Oct. 9, a 23-year-old Flushing man 
heard a knock on the door of his apartment 
on 41st Avenue.

When he answered, the suspects, armed 
with both hand guns and stun guns, forced 
their way in hitting the man and a 27-year-
old woman. The suspect tied up the two 
victims, along with two other women, and 
proceeded to take an undisclosed amount of 
cash, cell phones and electronic equipment. 
The two victims refused medical attention 
and there were no other injuries reported.

Anyone with information is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 800-
577-TIPS.

Police released this video image 
of a suspect wanted in connection 
with a robbery on 41st Avenue.  

Photo courtesy NYPD
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BY BILL PARRY

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) announced Monday he is 
drafting a bill that would ban the sale 
of dietary supplements that are mar-
keted for curing erectile dysfunction 
and enhancing sexual performance. 
Peralta outlined his legislation a week 
after former Christ the King basketball 
star Lamar Odom lay in a coma after 
ingesting “herbal Viagra” with other 
drugs and alcohol in a Nevada brothel.

The Federal Drug Administration 
has repeatedly warned the public not to 
use so-called “herbal Viagra” products, 
yet they can be purchased in bodegas 
or gas stations around the city and the 
state. Some common brand names are 
Reload, Herb Viagra, King of Romance 
and FX3000, among others.

In an advisory updated last week, 
the FDA noted that these products 
come in a wide range of forms, includ-
ing pills, coffees, chewing gum and 
dissolvable oral strips. Many of these 
dangerous products enter the United 
States from countries where they are 
manufactured with little or no over-
sight as to their actual contents.

The FDA tested some of these di-
etary supplements and found the active 
ingredient of Cialis, a pill approved for 
erectile dysfunction by the FDA, while 
others contained dapoxetine, an anti-

depressant that is not approved by the 
FDA. In other scenarios, some of these 
over-the-counter tablets can contain 
up to six active ingredients, a very un-
safe combination.

“I am not here to ruin a party or 
spoil anyone’s fun,” Peralta said. “But 
in a vast majority of cases, the true con-
tents of these products are unknown 
to consumers, making their use very 
unsafe. The inherent danger is real. I 
encourage New Yorkers to stay away 
from these products, to wholly avoid 
them. Consult a doctor before taking 
any new supplements or medications.”

Under his proposal, businesses that 
continue to sell these dietary supple-
ments would be fined $2,000 for the 
first offense, $5,000 for the second of-
fense, and upon a third offense, they 
would lose their licenses to sell alco-
hol, cigarettes and lottery tickets. 

Meanwhile, Odom was airlifted to 
Los Angeles Monday where he will 
continue his recovery in a hospital 
closer to his home.

“It is a tragedy that Lamar Odom 
has suffered dire consequences while 
using enhancement supplements,” state 
Sen. Jeff Klein (D-Bronx/Westchester), 
a co-sponsor of the bill, said. “We’re go-
ing to take action to ensure mislabeled 
supplements containing prescription 
drugs remain off the shelves in New 
York state.” 

State Sen. Jose Peralta points out brands of "herbal Viagra" that he would like 
banned after former Christ the King star Lamar Odom fell into a coma last week. 

Courtesy of State Sen. Peralta

Peralta wants herbal Viagra
banned after Odom incident

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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After three men were slaughtered in a triple hom-
icide back in the long, hot summer of 2012, Queens 
DA Richard Brown called for another gun buyback 
in southeast Queens.

The victims were ambushed by at least two people 
armed with an assault rifle who fired more than 50 
shots into a Jeep Cherokee in Springfield Gardens 
early in the morning.

Two months later the New Jerusalem Baptist 
Church in Rochdale held a buyback that netted 509 
firearms, including an AK-47. It was a simple com-
mercial transaction for both legal and illegal weap-
ons: No questions asked.

Working handguns and pistols were turned in for 
$200 bank cards; rifles and shotguns brought $20.

Southeast Queens lawmakers were optimistic 
that gun buyback programs, along with the Feder-
al Assault Weapon Ban, would help reduce violent 
street crime.

But the 10-year ban expired on Sept. 13, 2014 after 
a bitterly fragmented Congress failed to extend the 
act, leaving it up to New York to defend its own ban.

After the massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Connecticut in 2012, legislatures in Albany 
and Hartford passed bans on assault weapons as well 
as magazines with large rounds of ammunition.

 The New York State Rifle and Pistol Association 
challenged the bans as unconstitutional in a bid to 
take the case to the Supreme Court.

But a federal court of appeals upheld the strict 
laws Monday, saying both states had the legal right 
“to address these particularly hazardous weapons.”  
The panel, however, voided the provision that for-
bade large capacity magazines.

The assault weapon debate is another state vs. 
downstate issue that plays out across the country.

Even though some recent mass shootings have 
been carried out in non-urban areas, relentless gun vi-
olence has become a daily feature of life in big cities.

Crime may be down in New York City, but shoot-
ings are up, stirring fears in some quarters that we 
may be on the cusp of a return to the 1990s when drug 
gangs’ weapon of choice was an assault rifle.

That scenario is overblown, but there is no room 
for assault weapons that can wipe out multiple lives 
in minutes to settle scores in this city. Upstate New 
York has a long history of hunting and handling 
weapons responsibly in most cases.

But despite support for the AK-47 and its relatives 
in parts of northern New York, the woods are no 
place for military-style weapons during deer season.  
The bow and arrow, the hunting rifle and the shot-
gun belong in the hunter’s arsenal. Period.

A LIMIT ON WEAPONS

Protecting the Monarch butterfl y
Scientists are very concerned 

about the dramatically decreas-
ing population of Monarch but-
terflies.

Threats include loss of natu-
ral habitat and the replaceent of 
milkweed with vast amounts of 
genetically modified corn crops. 
Also, climate change is moving 
suitable habitat for the butterflies 
northward, resulting in a longer 
migration. Few Monarchs may be 
able to make the 3,000 mile trip to 
Mexico. Another big problem is 
that the Monarch’s winter habi-
tat is being devastated by illegal 
logging in Mexico. 

Let us do our part by plant-
ing milkweed plants and other 
flowers in our yards and parks. 
These plantings are vital to the 
survival of Monarchs, for the fe-

male will only deposit her eggs 
on these plants which will even-
tually be food for her caterpillars. 
Go to http://monarchwatch.org/
milkweed/market/ to find infor-

mation on milkweed seeds and 
plants.

Aline Euler
Bayside

A Monarch butterfly in a Bayside backyard drinking nectar from a milkweed 
flower.  
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Congress needs to extend 
the Zadroga Bill, which has 
been helping first responders 
to the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks 
on the World Trade Center. 
There are still many people 
who worked at that site who 
are quite ill with cancer, em-
phezema and other lung-relat-
ed illnesses who must be com-
pensated.

How could Congress even 

consider allowing this bill to 
lapse? We have to take care of 
all of those who responded and 
worked at that site—firefight-
ers, police officers, EMTs and 
many others, including con-
struction workers, ironwork-
ers, carpenters, tin knockers 
and electricians, as well as 
other civilians. 

Our nation owes it to all of 
these people,and we must take 

care of them. Congress needs 
to get its act together regard-
ing this very serious issue and 
pass an extension of this bill so 
monetary compensation can 
continue for our brave people 
who worked at Ground Zero, 
as well as their families.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

READERS WRITE

In January 1985, the 
Elmhurst station on the 
LIRR’s Port Washington 
Branch closed. Ridership had 
dwindled to less than 100 per 
day. It was decided at the time, 
probably based upon a cost-
benefit analysis, that investing 
millions of dollars to upgrade 
the station made no economic 
sense. Research indicated that 
there would be a poor return in 
potential ridership that would 
utilize this station.

Fast forward 30 years later. 
Give Congress members Jo-
seph Crowley and Grace Meng 
along with New York City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
credit for successfully lobby-
ing the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority to include 
$40 million within the Long Is-
land Rail Road’s $380-million 
2015-2019 Capital Stations Pro-
gram to support reopening the 
Elmhurst LIRR Station. The 
total overall LIRR proposed 
2015-2019 Capital Program re-
quest is $3.1 billion.

The original Elmhurst 
LIRR station was built on 
street level going across Broad-
way past Whitney Avenue. The 
station had a long platform and 
pedestrian underpass near the 
corner of Ketcham Place and 
43rd Avenue to 88th Street. 
The underpass remains in use 
today.

Additionally, there was an 
entrance to the Port Washing-
ton-bound platform near the 
corner of Cornish Avenue and 
Broadway and a tunnel leading 
to the Elmhurst Avenue sub-
way station on the IND Queens 
Boulevard Line This subway 
station is currently served by 
both the IND M and R lines.

The MTA/LIRR proposal 
calls for spending $4 million 
in 2016 (probably for planning, 
environmental review, prelim-
inary and final design activi-
ties) and $36 million in 2018 (to 
pay for actual construction) for 
a total of $40 million.

The scope of work needed to 
reopen the Elmhurst LIRR sta-

tion would include new 12-car 
platforms, staircases, railings, 
passenger shelters, ticket-
vending machines, lighting, 
communication, signal and se-
curity equipment, general site 
improvements and passenger 
elevators to be fully compliant 
with the American Disability 
Act. There would be no staffed 
ticket office.

Construction to support the 
$25 million LIRR pocket track 
extension and accompanying 
$20 million new bridge just 
east of the Great Neck LIRR 
is underway. This project will 
double capacity the pocket 
track capacity from one to 
two trains. It was designed to 
support an increase in the fre-
quency of service, which will 
be critical when LIRR East Side 
Access to Grand Central Ter-
minal becomes a reality. The 
pocket track saves 25 minutes 
as trains going beyond Great 
Neck have no need to travel 
east on to the Port Washing-
ton terminal station and turn 

back west to Great Neck. Both 
the pocket track and bridge are 
forecast for completion in 2017. 

These capital improve-
ments affords the LIRR the 
ability to increase service for 
both Great Neck and Queens 
customers. The most recent re-
covery schedule for LIRR East 
Side Access calls for revenue 
service by December 2023. The 
construction of two additional 
storage tracks, which is under-
way at the Port Washington 
LIRR Station yard for $12 mil-
lion, will also assist support-
ing future East Side Access 
service. Both projects afford 
the LIRR opportunities to in-
crease the frequency of service 
all along the Port Washington 
branch..

Due to the unfortunate 
events of Hurricane Sandy, 
there is a need to create alter-
native options for commut-
ers, known as “redundancy.” 
The MTA will invest several 
billion dollars in capital proj-
ects to support this initiative. 

Reopening the old Elmhurst 
station would provide a new al-
ternative for Port Washington 
branch LIRR customers should 
disruptions in service to either 
Woodside, Penn Station or the 
future. Grand Central Termi-
nal occur. Riders exiting at 
the reopened Elmhurst LIRR 
station could transfer to either 
the M or R subway lines. Upon 
boarding the M or R lines, 
there would be future trans-
fer opportunities for either 
the E, F or 7 subway lines one 
stop away at Jackson Heights - 
Roosevelt Avenue station.

You have to also ask why 
no one looked at the potential 
benefits of also reopening the 
old Corona LIRR Station. This 
station west of Elmhurst and 
east of Mets Citi Field located 
at 44th Avenue and National 
Street was closed in April 1964 
due to poor ridership

Larry Penner
Great Neck

I have an idea about Queens 
Boulevard, the “Boulevard 
of Death.” How about the city 
building an overpass at both 
Yellowstone Boulevard and 
Union Turnpike? That would 
be better for seniors and 
children, as well as for other 

people, to walk on, instead of 
crossing the street and run-
ning the risk of getting killed 
before they get across the 
street.

An overpass has been built 
near Lefferts Boulevard, so 
why not on Yellowstone Bou-

levard and Union Turnpike? 
I think that would be great. 
Maybe there would be fewer 
accident of Queens Boulevard.

M. Ruiz
Forest Hills

CORRECTION
In the “Boro Electeds Demand Fair Hires in LGA plan” article in the Oct. 16 issue, we incorrectly stated that 
Skanska pleaded guilty in federal court to minority and women businesses and enterprises fraud in 2011 and 
paid a $21 million fi ne.  The claim originated in a letter written by Rev. Dr. Johnnie Green, president and CEO of 
Mobilizing Preachers & Communities, and other pastors to government offi cials. We regret the error. 

Add overpasses on Queens Blvd.

Honor 9/11’s heroes

Elmhurst station hits the comeback trail

Neal and Judith O'Brien (l-r) and Msg. George Ryan celebrate St. 
Anastasia Roman Catholic Church's centennial with a fair on the 
Douglaston church's grounds Sunday. Photo by Michael Shain

CELEBRATING ST. ANASTASIA
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Art Exhibition, Mehndi, Diya (lamps) Painting,  
& Cultural Entertainment program followed by 

Candle Lighting Ceremony (by lighting 3000 Candles)  
 

Sunday, November 1st, 2015 - at 2:30 PM  
At the Queens Museum 

Flushing Meadows Corona Park, Queens, NY 11368 
 

Event will be graced by elected officials

Since lately there’s almost 
no aspect of childhood that 
isn’t bewailed, it should come 
as no surprise that the exis-
tence of recess consultants 
is evidence to many that the 
apocalypse is at hand. 

But it isn’t. Despite ar-
ticles, editorials and Tweets 
like, “Oh good dear sweet God 
in heaven, save us from our-
selves,” the consultants do 
not strike me as helicoptering 
killjoys. And I say that as the 
founder of Free-Range Kids, 
the entire movement devoted 
to more freedom and less adult 
supervision of kids.

How does that square with 
a program that places young 

adults outside at recesses  
teaching kids how to play some 
age-old games? 

It is because I think of 
Playworks, which trains and 
provides these consultants, as 
something akin to Lady Bird 
Johnson.

What?
Lady Bird Johnson was 

President Lyndon Johnson’s 
wife and she had a pet cause: 
wildflowers. Thanks to devel-
opment and pollution, these 
were dying out. So she set 
about deliberately planting 
some of the wildflowers that 
were disappearing. In other 
words, she used completely 
artificial means to bring back 
the natural landscape. 

That’s what the Playworks 
coaches are doing. They are 
artificially reviving a natu-
ral part of childhood that has 
been dying out: playing. 

I have no idea who taught 
me kickball as a kid. But there 
was a game of it in front of my 
suburban house every night, 

so I just kind of absorbed it. 
Who taught me four square? 
Hopscotch? Jacks? Chinese 
jump rope? Or even the dou-
ble-Dutch rhyme, “Cinderella, 
dressed in yella – Went down-
town to meet her fella—On the 
way her girdle busted—How 
many people were disgusted?”

I may be middle-aged, but 
even when I was a kid, girdles 
were on their way out. Way out. 
Which means that the rhymes 
I was learning came from long 
ago, handed down from older 
sister to younger, to neighbor, 
to the kid down the block.

Until there were no kids 
playing on the block anymore. 

One recent study found that 
the number of kids age 9 to 13 
playing outside, unsupervised, 
for even one hour a week is 6 
percent. The number of kids 
walking to school is about 11 
percent. So all those games, 
rules, and songs we learned by 
osmosis are not being learned 
by an entire generation of kids. 
We may like to think of play as 

innate, but what’s innate is the 
desire to play. It isn’t innate to 
come up with the rules of four 
square, or a rhyme about a 
wardrobe malfunction. Those 
are things handed down from 
generation to generation.

When they’re not, it is like 
a lost language. Enter the Play-
works coaches. They are trying 
to bring back childhood games 
because those games were not 
coming back on their own.

I was invited to a Playworks 
conference at Columbia a few 
years back, because I, too, had 
ridiculed them. Then the orga-
nization’s founder, Jill Vialet, 
told her story. She’d come to 
an Oakland, Calif., school to 
talk about starting an art pro-
gram. But when the principal 
emerged from her office trailed 
by three 9-year-old boys who 
looked like they’d just been 
chewed out, she snapped at Jill, 
“You know what I really need? 
I need someone to fix recess.”

Too many kids weren’t play-
ing. With no experience in or-

ganizing their own games, the 
kids resorted to an even more 
basic behavior: They walloped 
each other. And got in trouble. 
And started to think of them-
selves as bad kids.

So Jill decided to see if she 
could bring back some of her 
childhood—the fun she’d had 
playing after school. 

Lady Bird re-seeded the 
hills with wildflowers. Play-
works is trying to re-seed the 
playgrounds with joy. 

Their goal is to let the kids 
take over, once they learn some 
games, and some quick tech-
niques for solving conflicts, 
like “Rock-Paper-Scissors.” 

As far as I can tell, Play-
works is not about microman-
aging recess or forcing partici-
pation or insisting “Everybody 
wins!” It’s about giving kids 
back that precious thing we 
took away from them: time 
with their friends outside, on 
their own, learning games as 
old as girdles.

And probably older. 

COLUMNS

Can ‘recess consultants’ be a good thing?
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy
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Stop in, we’d love to meet you!
Opening Friday, October 23
Celebration: Saturday, October 24 | 11am-3pm

TD Bank, N.A. I 1NEW ACCOUNT BONUS: Offer valid 10/23/15 through 11/23/15 at the Little Neck Store. Bonus offered to new personal checking Customers only when opening a new personal TD Premier CheckingSM account with a deposit of $2,500 or more 
and any personal savings or money market account (excludes Health Savings Accounts). A new personal checking Customer does not currently have any personal checking account at TD Bank, N.A. Cannot be combined with any other offer. One bonus maximum per Customer. Bonus 
will be given at time of account opening and will be reported as taxable income. 

New Customers 
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BY GABRIEL ROM

A New York City police offi-
cer, born in Guyana and raised 
in Far Rockaway, was shot in 
the head and killed Tuesday 
night by a suspect wanted by 
police on gun charges.

 Officer Randolph Holder, 
33, was shot to death after a 
gunfight between rival crews 
in East Harlem led to a police 
chase and shoot-out at around 
8:30 p.m. near the F.D.R Drive, 
Police Commissioner William 
Bratton said during  a news 
conference Wednesday after-
noon.  

Holder and his partner were 
moving in from 120th Street, 
where there is a footpath over 
the F.D.R. Drive, to approach a 
suspected gang member who 
stole a bike from a bystander 
after the two crews exchanged 
gunfire, Bratton said.

The suspect, identified 
as Tyrone Howard, 30, ap-
proached the two officers, got 
off his bike and fired his gun 
at Holder, the commissioner 
said. “There was an exchange 
of gunfire between the male 
suspect and the two officers,” 

Bratton said. “During this 
exchange, Officer Holder was 
struck in the head.” 

Holder was taken to Harlem 
Hospital in critical condition 
and was pronounced dead at 
10:22 p.m., according to police.

Holder’s partner, Officer 
Wallace, returned fire, hitting 
the suspect in the leg, Bratton 
said, and he was apprehended 
near East 124th Street.

The suspect, identified as 
Tyrone Howard, 30, was taken 
to NewYork-Presbyterian/
Weill Cornell Medical Center 
and released into police custo-
dy Wednesday morning, Brat-
ton said.

The police said Tyrone had 
prior convinctions and was ar-
rested a year ago in the same 
Robert Wagner housing proj-
ects where the shooting took 
place Tuesday night.

Howard’s two-year jail sen-
tence was deferred on May 14, 
and would have been reduced 
to six months probation if he 
had finished the court-ordered 
diversion program. But How-
ard was a no-show at a court 
hearing last month, and a war-
rant was issued for his arrest, 

Bratton said. Cops made sev-
eral unsuccessful attempts, 
police said.

When asked why How-
ard was roaming the streets, 
Bratton kicked the ball to the 
Manhattan district attorney’s 
office, which had jurisdiction 
over him.

“[Howard] is the last per-
son in New York I would have 
wanted to see in a diversion 
program,” Bratton said. “His 
whole life has been about 
criminal activity. When you 

look at the offenses this indi-
vidual committed they were 
consistent, they were violent.”

De Blasio, who nodded 
his head in agreement with 
many of Bratton’s responses 
to reporters, echoed the com-
missioner. “The bottom line is 
simple...there are people who 
simply shouldn’t be on the 
streets,” the mayor said. 

After the shooting, three 
other men were taken into 
custody at East 111th Street for 
questioning, police said.

Holder, a native of Guy-
ana who moved to Far Rock-
away when he first came to 
the United States, joined the 
police force in July 2010. His 
father and grandfather were 
both been police officers in 
Guyana.

“Three generations of po-
lice in this family,” Bratton 
said. “And the latest genera-
tion served here with us in the 
New York Police Department.”

 Holder was the fourth offi-
cer killed since December 2014, 
when two uniformed police of-
ficers — Wenjian Liu, 32, and 
Rafael Ramos, 40 — were am-
bushed in Brooklyn. The sus-

pect in that shooting, Ismaaiyl 
Brinsley, committed suicide 
in a subway station. Officer 
Brian Moore, 25, died in May 
two days after he was shot by a 
gunman who fired into his pa-
trol car in Queens Village. The 
suspect, Demetrius Blackwell, 
35, has been charged with 
first-degree murder, attempt-
ed first-degree murder and 
other crimes. He has pleaded 
not guilty.

“Words can’t describe the 
shock of losing yet another 
brave NYPD hero in such short 
a time span,” said Assembly-
man Phil Goldfeder (D-Rock-
away Beach)  in a statement 
Wednesday. “Our feeling of 
grief and sorrow is only made 
greater by the fact that Officer 
Randolph Holder was a son of 
Far Rockaway. In dedicating 
his life to the service of others, 
Officer Holder exemplified the 
best of our community and 
served as a guiding light for 
us all. Today I join families 
in Rockaway and across the 
city in mourning this sense-
less murder. My thoughts and 
prayers are now with him and 
his family.”

RANDOLPH HOLDER

Cop raised in Far Rockaway gunned down

AFTER SCHOOL CLASSES @ THE SAMUEL FIELD Y
58-20 Little Neck Parkway, Little Neck, NY 11362

PROGRAM OFFERINGS 
INCLUDE:

Lego Engineering      Basketball
Comic Storytelling Hip Hop 

Jewelry Making Mixed Media Arts 
Soccer Clinics     Cooking 

Performing Arts Video Making  Music
and more!

10 week sessions   Grades K-2, 3-6
Classes begin week of October 19 

Call for more information, pricing and 
a schedule to join the fun!

Andy  Gavora    718-225-6750  x261
AGAVORA@SFY.ORG 

Still 

Time to 

Register!

Our structured classes and clubs give kids chances to explore their interests and creativity, but also 
features physical activities that promote health, team building, problem solving and skill enhancement.
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BY GABRIEL ROM

For a third consecutive year, state 
Assemblywoman Margaret M. Mar-
key (D-Maspeth), who chairs the Com-
mittee on Tourism, Parks, Arts, and 
Sports Development, has allocated 
$100,000 of her fiscal 2016 budget to the 
Queens Tourism Council.

“It gives me great pride to help 
support the outstanding work of the 
Queens Tourism Council as it spreads 
the word about our magnificent bor-
ough,” Markey said in a statement. 

The funding comes at a time when 
Queens is shedding its image as a 
drive-through borough and becoming 
a destination unto itself. The borough 
was selected last year by Lonely Planet 
as the top tourist destination in the 
country and was recently profiled in 
The New York Times travel section.

“This funding affirms that Queens 
is a major destination for visitors,” 
said Seth Bornstein, president of the 
Queens Economic Development Corpo-

ration. 
“With our cultural, recreational 

venues—and our great communities—
travelers can experience the ‘real New 
York City’ in the world’s most diverse 
county,” he said. “The funding enables 
us to be proactive in our efforts and 
partner with the public and private 
sectors to promote the borough. This 
is important to our overall economic 
development efforts as tourism and 
travel bring in millions of dollars.”

According to the QEDC, the funds 
will be used to hire support staff for 
the Queens Tourism Council, main-
tain daily updates and develop the “It’s 
in Queens” website and eblasts, work 
with QTC members to help promote 
their venues and market Queens at ma-
jor events. 

“[These assets] are a vital part of 
our local economy that creates jobs, 
services and increases the tax base,” 
said Rob MacKay, director of public 
relations, mareting and tourism for 
QEDC.  

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A Briarwood man has been charged 
with attempted murder and other re-
lated counts for allegedly throwing a 
makeshift Molotov cocktail at a Man-
hattan halal cart, according to police. 

Thomas Miles, 53, of 150th Street, 
was brought up on attempted murder, 
criminal possession of a weapon, at-
tempted assault and reckless endan-
germent charges Oct. 16, according to 
the Manhattan district attorney’s of-
fice. 

Police said the incident took place 
the afternoon of Oct. 9, when Miles 
threw a glass bottle containing a flam-
mable liquid and a burning rag in the 
direction of a group of men—two 19-
year old Yeshiva students and the halal 
cart vendor—in front of 356 West 37th 
St.

Police said the bottle shattered on 
the ground and started a fire in front 
of the location and Miles then fled on 
foot, southbound on Ninth Avenue. 
There were no injuries incurred as a 
result of this incident, according to po-
lice officials. 

According to the criminal com-
plaint, the halal cart vendor asked 
Miles to leave the area and Miles came 
back and allegedly slapped him. The 
vendor then allegedly threw coffee at 
him in retaliation and a huge argu-

ment broke out. Court records said 
Miles walked away from the argument 
and came back with a Snapple bottle 
full of rubbing alcohol and lit it on fire 
before flinging it at the vendor and the 
two Jewish men, who were in the mid-
dle of a conversation with the vendor, 
according to the criminal complaint. 

In a security-camera video released 
by police, Miles is shown walking 
down the street and holding a small 
brown paper bag. 

The news of the attack quickly 
spread throughout the Jewish commu-
nity across the city and even made the 
news in Israel.

Police said they initially began in-
vestigating the incident as a bias crime 
but later said the attack was not meant 
for the two Jewish students. 

New York’s Jewish Leadership 
Council, an independent organization 
that monitors anti-Semitic attacks, im-
mediately sent out a statement after 
the attack. 

“We know the circumstances of the 
attack now. But we have to stay vigi-
lant because there are a lot of people 
who would love to attack the Jewish 
community,” Barry Sugar, president 
of the Brooklyn-based Jewish Leader-
ship Council, said. “Who goes around 
throwing firebombs?” 

Miles, who was remanded, has his 
next court date scheduled for Oct. 21.

Queens Tourism Council 
receives $100,000 grant

NYPD rules out bias
in attack on halal cart

Acting as a for profi t organization.  Crematory fee is not included, 
death certifi cates and disposition permits not included in service fee.

718-339-0700
STONEYCREEKCREMATION.COM

For those wishing to preplan their fi nal contribution 
to society, if paid in full today we will include the cost 

of the crematory.

($995 Society’s Service Fee)

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*
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$100 REBATE*
ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

2 PIROUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS 
Plus $50 rebate per additional unit

2 SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS 
Plus $50 rebate per additional unit

2 VIGNETTE® MODERN ROMAN SHADES 
Plus $50 rebate per additional unit

4 DUETTE® HONEYCOMB SHADES 
Plus $25 rebate per additional unit

4 SOLERA® SOFT SHADES 
Plus $25 rebate per additional unit

Time to decorate  
your windows for 
the holidays!
Save with mail-in rebates on a selection of stylish 
Hunter Douglas window fashions. Ask for details.

SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/15/15 – 12/7/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase of any of the product 
models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of 
Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly 
fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 Hunter 
Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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BY GABRIEL ROM
 

More than 37 years after 
the infamous Lufthansa rob-
bery at John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport, Vincent 
Asaro of Howard Beach is 
standing trial for his alleged 
involvement in the heist.

Asaro was arrested in 2014, 
along with four other members 
of the Bonanno crime family, 
which was part of a broader 
organized-crime sweep. 

Opening statements were 
held Monday in Brooklyn fed-
eral court, where prosecutors 
contended Asaro, 80, partici-
pated in racketeering, extor-
tion, theft and loan-sharking 
schemes dating back decades. 
The most notable of the crimes 
was the early-morning Luf-
thansa robbery in which as 
much as $6 million in cash, 
gold and jewels were stolen—
the largest robbery in New 
York state history.  

In opening arguments, 
prosecutors maintained Asa-
ro, an alleged former capo of 
the Bonanno crime family, 
helped plan the Dec. 11, 1978 
crime with Luchese mobster 

James (“Jimmy the Gent”) 
Burke, who was famously por-
trayed by Robert De Niro in 
the film “Goodfellas.”

Gaspare Valenti, Asaro’s 
cousin, was the government’s 
main witness this week and 
recounted the lurid details of 
the $6.25 million Lufthansa 
operation that far exceeded 
the thieves’ expectations and 
prompted Asaro to open a 
South Ozone Park club called 
Afters, for “After Lufthansa.”

The case, which harkens 
back to the mob trials of ear-
lier decades, hit a break when 
the FBI recently recruited new 
witnesses, including a cousin 
of Asaro, who prosecutors said 
had been in on the crime. The 
robbery was allegedly carried 
out with inside information 
from JFK workers.

According to prosecutors, 
Asaro’s cousin Gaspare Valen-
ti came forward with new in-
formation about the heist and 
agreed to wear a wire to try to 
coax admissions out of Asaro. 

In January 2014 Asaro, 
along with his son, Jerome 
Asaro, 55, an alleged Bonanno 
captain, and John Ragano, 

52, an alleged associate of the 
crime family, all entered not-
guilty pleas.

Two others are also charged 
in the same indictment—Jack 
Bonventre, 45, who did not en-

ter a plea because his lawyers 
were absent, and Thomas Di 
Fiore, 70, who was not present 
during the others’ arraign-
ment. The FBI considers Di 
Fiore the most powerful mem-

ber of the Bonanno family not 
behind bars.

Vincent Asaro has been 
arrested more than 20 times 
since 1957, on charges that 
range from bank robbery to 
assault. From the storefront 
of his fence business in Ozone 
Park, Asaro was known as a 
mobster who shyed away from 
the limelight and managed to 
remain on the periphery of ma-
jor criminal investigations.

Unrelated to the Lufthansa 
heist, Asaro is also charged 
with aiding Burke in the 1969 
killing of suspected mob infor-
mant, Paul Katz, by strangling 
him with a dog chain. Katz’s 
remains were found during 
an FBI dig in 2013 at Burke’s 
daughters house, near Liberty 
Avenue in South Ozone Park.

“Asaro himself was in 
on one of the most notorious 
heists: the Lufthansa robbery 
in 1978. It may be decades 
later, but the FBI’s determina-
tion to investigate and bring 
wiseguys to justice will never 
waver,” George Venizelos, as-
sistant director in charge of 
the FBI’s New York field office, 
said in a statement.

FBI agents flank Vincent Asaro in Jan. 2014 as they escort the reputed 
mobster from FBI offices in New York   Photo by Charles Eckert/AP

Lufthansa heist mastermind goes on trial 

Calvary’s Continuity of Care is seamless.

Calvary 
Home Care

Calvary 
Hospital

Calvary  
Home Hospice

1740 Eastchester Road, Bronx NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Brooklyn Satellite at Lutheran Medical Center • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)  

The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in Manhattan 
Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances)

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Calvary Hospital’s end-of-life palliative care is the world’s most unique and 
comprehensive. For more than a century, it has been treating not only the 
physical pain, but has also been providing enormous emotional relief, to both 
the patient and the family. Calvary eliminates the stress and anxiety at a time 
when people are most vulnerable, when attempting to move between home 
and hospital, or vice versa. Different from most other programs and services, 
Calvary never leaves their side. Once patients are within “the Calvary Family of 
Care,” they are cared for and guided to wherever and whenever they need to 
be – in their own home, in a select nursing facility, or in our hospital. We hold 
their hands at each step along the journey. This is the special care that every 
Calvary patient – and their family – receives. It is part of Calvary’s Continuity of 
Care, and is just one more reason why Calvary is the place Where Life Continues.
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• Cost-saving Benefits
• Help from Our Experts
• Doctors You Know and Trust

Open Enrollment runs from October 15-December 7, 2015
It's easy to enroll anytime online at fideliscare.org

Medicare Advantage Plans for 2016!

The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information, contact the plan. Limitations, copayments,
and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must
continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Fidelis Care is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State
Department of Health Medicaid program. Enrollment in Fidelis Care depends on contract renewal. Fidelis Care is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract.
Enrollment in Fidelis Care depends on contract renewal.

1-800-860-8707 (TTY: 1-800-558-1125)

H3328_FC 15127 Accepted

Fidelis Care is a four-star
Medicare Advantage plan, 
recognized for quality care 
and member service. 

Medicare evaluates plans based
on a 5-star rating system. Star
Ratings are calculated each year
and may change from one year
to the next.

Fidelis Care Receives
4 StarRating

Your licensed Medicare Sales Representative will meet with you in the comfort of your home,
answer all your questions, and help you choose the plan that’s right for you.

Depending on the Medicare Advantage plan, key benefits include:

• $0 monthly plan premium
• $0 deductible for prescription drugs
• $0 copay for preferred generic drugs
• $0 or low copay for doctor visits
• Over-the-Counter card with up to $75 per month
• $0 copay for annual dental checkup
• Flexible spending benefit
• Transportation

...and much more!
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BY BILL PARRY

Joseph Risi, Jr. was elected chair-
man of Community Board 1 in Astoria 
Tuesday night. Risi, who served as the 
board’s executive secretary and the 
chairman of the Consumer Affairs 
Committee, defeated first vice chair-
man George Stamatiades by a vote of 
28-14. 

Stamatiades had served as CB 1’s in-
terim chairman since Vinicio Donato 
retired in April after 39 years as the 
CB 1 Chairman. Last month, the first 
vote to replace Donato ended in CB 1’s 
first-ever deadlock with each candi-
date receiving 20 votes.

Risi, an attorney and former Coun-
sel to the late state Sen. George Onora-
to, said,  “We have a wonderful group 
of specially skilled people. Hopefully 
we’re going going to work together, 
we’re going to make this not only Com-
munity Board No. 1, but the No. 1 com-
munity board.”

Florence Koulouris, who replaced 
Lucille Hartmann as district manager 

in September, said, “We’re all happy 
the vote is over and now we can start 
fresh.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY GABRIEL ROM

Veteran U.S. diplomat Dennis Ross 
will speak in Forest Hills on Sunday, 
Oct 25 at 3 p.m. at the 19th Dennis Ross 
Annual Author’s Cafe of the Central 
Queens Y.  Ross has for 30 years been 
one of the leading figures in Mideast 
peace negotiations, shaping the course 
of modern history in the region. Ross 
will speak about his new book, Doomed 
to Success, which tells the inside story 
of the fraught relationship between the 
United States and Israel. Ross was lead 
U.S. negotiator in many of the most 
important peace negotiations under 

both Republican and Democratic presi-
dents. Ross is currently a Fellow at the 
Washington Institute for Near East 
Policy and Distinguished Professor at 
Georgetown University. 

Ross’ talk is co-sponsored by the 
Central Queens Y, the Forest Hills 
Jewish Center, Queens College Center 
for Jewish Studies and Center for Eth-
nic, Racial, and Religious Understand-
ing.  Proceeds from the event benefit 
the Hevesi Jewish Heritage Library in 
the Y.

Reach reporter Gabriel Rom by e-
mail at grom@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4564.

Joseph Risi, Jr. is elected chairman of 
Community Board 1 after a deadlocked vote 
last month. LinkedIn

Reward offered to fi nd dog abuser

Ex-envoy will speak at Y

Risi wins CB1 chair

BY GABRIEL ROM
A severely abused dog 

suffering from malnutri-
tion was found in Ridge-
wood this past week. 
There is a $1,500 reward 
for any information lead-
ing the arrest of those re-
sponsible for the boxer’s 
condition. Information can 
be emailed to info@adopta-
boxerrescue.com

Reach reporter Gabriel 
Rom by e-mail at grom@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

The group that found this starving boxer has now named 
him Brewster.  Facebook/Adopt a Boxer Rescue 
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gREAT CARE DOESN’T JUST COME IN ONE LANGUAGE.
New York Hospital Queens is now NewYork-Presbyterian/Queens. It seems only 

natural that this hospital in the city’s most diverse borough become a part of the

#1 ranked hospital in New York. Learn more at nyp.org/queens.
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BY MERLE EXIT

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
Chicago Mayor Rahm Israel 
Emanuel are just two top lead-
ers betting on their baseball 
teams to take the 2015 Na-
tional League Championship 
Series. 

 Emanuel’s request is that if 
the Cubs beat the Mets, de Bla-
sio must make a contribution 
to be split between two youth 
programs, After School Mat-
ters and Becoming A Man. 

DeBlasio said he will add 
slices from Grimaldi’s Pizze-
ria and beer from the Gun Hill 
Brewery in the Bronx.

Emanuel is offering to con-
tribute to a New York-based 
organization of De Blasio’s 
choice as well as sweetening 
the pot with a case of Laguni-
tas IPA beer and deep crust 
pizza from Giordano’s.

The betting continues with 
Queens state Sens. Joseph P. 
Addabbo, Leroy Comrie, Mi-
chael Gianaris and Jose Per-
alta reaching out to Illinois 
State Senate President John 
Cullerton to extend their chal-
lenge to him. Cullerton and 

his colleagues in state gov-
ernment accepted the bet and 
negotiated the perfect stakes 
with Addabbo and Peralta. 

The loser of the bet must 
send their home city’s pizza 
to the winner and congratu-
late the winning team on the 
floor of the Senate Chambers 
wearing the team’s gear. The 
senators also agreed to host 
a clean-up day somewhere in 
their district wearing the win-
ning team’s apparel.

“I have every bit of confi-
dence in the Mets beating the 
Cubs and going to the World 
Series, so it only makes sense 
to raise the stakes by putting 
a little something more behind 
this series,”  Addabbo said. 
“There are two things I know 
for sure: New York has bet-
ter baseball and better pizza. 
I hope that Senator Cullerton 
looks good in blue and orange, 
and I wish our counterparts 
in Chicago the best of luck 
in coming up with a creative 
way to keep the deep-dish 
pizza warm while on its way to 
Queens.”

Meanwhile, Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown 

has challenged Chicago DA 
Anita Alvarez.  A Chicago 
win has Marie DeBenedittis, 
whose family owns the re-

nowned 85-year-old Mama’s 
of Corona, giving up one of 
her well-known Italian subs 
that they have been selling at 

Citifield.  As much as Mama’s 
likes the publicity, they would 
rather see the Mets take the 
winning spot.  

Tailgating outside Citi Field began well before sunset. Photo by Rich Scarpitta

Pizza at stake in Mets vs. Cubs betting duel

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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Privacy PVC

1-800-BUY-FENCE
Visit Us Online At www.Amendolas.com

Residential & Commercial Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk
Amityville

(631) 842-7800
1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The
Baldwin Area

(516) 223-9556

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

Aluminum Railing Two Tone Cedar  PVC

Custom WoodCC

Free 
“At Home”

Estimates on
New Projects†

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

See store for details. Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases. Valid on new installations only.  Financing available on approved credit.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be 
combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. 

License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

“OVERSTOCKED” LETS MAKE A DEAL
QUALITY. VALUE. VARIETY. SERVICE.

Immediate Installation Is Available!

The Fairest And Most
Reasonable Prices

On Long Island

For information, 
call 718-663-4558 or visit  

http://queenslib.org/afterschool2 

CALLING all Youths and Teens!

•  Chess Club
•  Homework Help
•  Movie Night
•  Video Games
•  College Prep
•  Arts & Crafts
•  And much more!

Queens Library is the place to be once the bell rings
                        After School Programs and Activities Available A

FREE
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BY MICHAEL SHAIN

After the Vatican decreed back in 
1964 that Catholics could hear mass in 
their own language and take commu-
nion by their own hand,  the old Latin 
mass was supposed to disappear into 
the mist.

But considering the Latin mass had 
been around for 500 years or so, it has 
been stubborn about going away. The 
modern mass is by far standard operat-
ing procedure for the world’s 1.2 billion 
Catholics. If you know where to find it, 
however, the old mass is quietly—very 
quietly—still around.  

In a small chapel on the grounds of 
St. John’s Cemetery—the Brooklyn Di-
ocese’s gothic-style cemetery off Met-
ropolitan Avenue in Middle Village—a 
group of traditionalist Catholics gather 
every Sunday for the only weekly Tri-
dentine mass in Queens. 

It’s a long way from being an attack 
of nostalgia, however. The majority 
of the traditionalists are too young to 
remember when mass was an all-Latin 
affair.   

“I was born in 1960, so I don’t even re-
member the old mass,” said Auxiliary 
Bishop James Massa, moderator of the 
curia for the Diocese of Brooklyn, who 
has sole jurisdiction over when and 
where the old mass can be offered in 
Queens and Brooklyn. “I only learned 
it myself eight or 10 years ago.”

The Latin mass has never been 
banned outright by the church. But in 
the 1970s, Rome famously excommuni-
cated a French archbishop who reject-
ed the reforms of Vatican II and con-
tinued to worship using the old mass. 
The signals were hard to miss—the 
old mass was no longer in favor. The 
church was not going to embrace the 
idea of two, competing liturgies fight-
ing it out for the hearts and minds of 
the faithful.   

 By 2004 the Latin mass no longer 
seemed so threatening. Pope Benedict 
loosened the strictures during his pa-
pacy, encouraging local dioceses to 
offer them if there was demand. But 
because no parish in Queens offered 
the Latin mass more than a few times 
a year, a small traditionalist group 
called Ecclesia Dei Brooklyn peti-
tioned the archdiocese for permission 
to celebrate the old mass on a weekly 
basis in 2004. The first problem was 
where to hold it. 

The chapel at St. John’s, unrenovat-
ed since it was built in 1950, fit the bill, 
Massa said. “For one thing, it has an 
Eastern-facing altar” as tradition dic-
tates, he said on a recent Sunday morn-
ing. The chapel, originally built for 
funeral services, is also rarely used. 
Technically owned by the archdiocese, 
the church in the cemetery meant the 
traditionalists’ service did not have to 

be part of any neighborhood parishes, 
most of which were, after all, pretty 
busy on Sunday. 

The existence of a regular Latin 
mass in Queens is no secret, per se, but 
it is not exactly advertised in the week-
ly church bulletins either. 

Asked how people find out about it, 
a spokesman for the diocese admitted 
she was not sure. 

“The traditionalists have their own 
networks and ways of communicating 
with each other,” she said. “That’s all I 

can tell you.”
People come from as far away as 

Suffolk County, the regulars say. 
“We get between 60 and 80 people a 

week,” the bishop said, “but it can get 
up over 100 on special Sundays.” 

The organizers of the mass are re-
luctant to talk on the record about it, 
referring all questions to the bishop. 

The service itself would be familiar 
to most Catholics, but the differences 
with the modern mass jump out. With 
the exception of the sermon, the ser-
vice is entirely chanted by the priest. 
No responsive readings with the con-
gregation, as modern Catholics are 
used to. A small, five- or six-member 
choir sings (also in Latin) in the back, 
standing through the entire mass. 
Most women wear the old-style long 
mantilla to cover their heads. 

The traditionalists got a huge mo-
rale boost from Pope Frances  last 
month when he elected to recite one of 
his masses in Washington, D.C., mostly 
in Latin. 

The mass at St. John’s has no regu-
lar priest. The service is done by a 
handful of rotating volunteer priests 
every week.  

Because fluency in the Latin mass 
is no longer a requirement at most sem-
inaries, finding clergy who are quali-
fied to lead it is sometimes a chore, the 
bishop implied. 

“I love the new mass,” the bishop 
said. “It is a beautiful thing. But I can 
understand why some people are so 
touched, moved by the old mass. I don’t 
see the two being at odds with each oth-
er. “There is a lot they both can teach 
each other,” he said, touching his two 
fists together. 

The gesture gets his point across 
succinctly. The two may meet at some 
point, but given the gulf in styles of 
worship, they are unlikely to ever be-
come one.

In Queens cemetery, 
Latin mass lives again

If you know where to 
fi nd it, the old mass is 

quietly—very quietly—
still around.

Women at the Latin mass in Middle Village wear the long mantilla, a nod to an earlier time.

Ten altar boys, instead of the usual two, serve mass each week.
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Auxiliary Bishop James Massa, had to learn how to conduct the old mass. The worshipers at the Latin Mass tend to be more devout.

Bishop Massa made a special appearance on this Sunday to conduct the mass himself. The chapel at St. John’s Cemetery was chosen because it still had an 
old-style, Eastern-facing altar.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The 28th annual 
World of Working Wom-
en Conference, hosted by 
the Center for the Women 
of New York, will be held 
Friday in Flushing. 

The center brings 
together women from 
varied industries every 
year for a conference and 
career fair. 

The event, sponsored 
by the TimesLedger 
Newspapers, will be held 
from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at 
the Sheraton LaGuardia 
East Hotel located at 135-
40 39 Ave. 

This conference kicks 
off with a panel discus-
sion featuring leading 
men and women in the 
medical, business, edu-
cation and finance in-
dustries.

“It is one of the most 
important events we 
have,” Ann Jawin, chair-
woman of the Center for 
the Women of New York, 
said. “It helps women be-
come self-sufficient and 
empowers them. When 
a woman earns her own 
living, having your own 
check is more empower-
ing than any speech.”

The panel discussion 
will feature Cassidy Can-
zani, a senior economist 
in the New York Office 
of Economic Analysis 
and Information, Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, U.S. 
Dept. of Labor; Audra 
Fordin the fourth gener-
ation owner and operator 
of Great Bear Auto Re-
pair and Auto Body Shop 
in Flushing, who has led 
the movement of women 
in the auto repair indus-
try; Kathleen Kim of New 
York Hospital; Moses 

Ojeda principal of Thom-
as Edison High School, 
named one of Who’s Who 
Among America’s Teach-
ers in 1999; Regina Olff, 
coordinator of the Re-
tiree Learning Center 
Programs of the United 
Federation of Teachers; 
and Gina Bolden-Rivera 
vice president for the 
Commercial Real Estate 
Division of Flushing 
Bank, who appears on 
the  “Network Journal 25 
Influential Black Women 
in Business” list.

Roz Liston, editor of 
the TimesLedger News-
papers, will moderate 
the panel.

Several companies, 
government agencies 
and educational organi-
zations will take part in 
the job fair. The repre-
sentatives will discuss 
employment opportuni-
ties and requirements 
with the attendees. Re-
sumes will be accepted. 

The event is free and 
open to the public.

Registration will be 
from 9-9:30 a.m, followed 
by the panel discussion. 
The career fair is sched-
uled to begin around 
noon, followed by a fash-
ion show beginning at 3 
p.m.

Since 1987, the Center 
for the Women of New 
York, a voluntary, non-
profit organization, has 
worked with the Queens 
community to act as 
a one-stop, walk-in re-
source for women, with 
services ranging from le-
gal clinics and job clubs 
to support groups.

To RSVP, please send 
an email to centerwny@
yahoo.com or call at (718) 
793-0672.

Job fair for women 
comes to Flushing

TRANSFER HERE TO COMPLETE YOUR  
DEGREE AND BEGIN YOUR CAREER CLIMB. 
As a student in an NYU School of Professional 

Studies Undergraduate Degree Completion 

Program, you acquire a transformative education 

within a learning environment that supports 

you every step of the way. A liberal arts core, 

fused with professionally oriented majors, offers 

the rock-solid credentials employers seek. 

Networking and career development? They 

start day one, providing you with the tools and 

connections you need to compete and succeed. 

Seamless credit transfer and scholarships make 

your NYU education the professional investment 

of a lifetime.

FIND YOUR
FUTURE SELF

MOVE      
   ON UP

BACHELOR OF ARTS: 
Applied General Studies

Humanities

Social Sciences

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE: 
Digital Communications and Media

Healthcare Management

Information Systems Management

Leadership and Management Studies

Marketing Analytics 

Real Estate

New York University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution. ©2015 NYU School of Professional Studies.

ATTEND:  Walk-in Wednesdays, October 28, November 4 or 11, anytime during 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
REGISTER: sps.nyu.edu/mcghee-events2i    VISIT: sps.nyu.edu/mcghee2i   CALL: 212-998-7100
REQUEST INFO./APPLY TODAY: sps.nyu.edu/requestmcgheeinfo2i

Community Board 2 District Manager Debra Markell Kleinert, 
(l.-r.) Center for the Women of New York founder Ann Jawin 
and U.S. Rep. Grace Ming await election results at Paul 
Vallone’s party in Bayside.  Photo by Ken Maldonado

Fidelis Care officials cut 
the ribbon to open a new 
branch in Jamaica. (l-r) 
Lori Vavrinec, Director, 
Marketing; Maria Ramirez, 
Public Relations Manager; 
Mark Sclafani, Vice President, 
Marketing; Rev. Patrick J. 
Frawley, President and CEO; 
David Thomas, Executive 
Vice President and Chief 
Operating Officer; Pamela 
Hassen, Chief Marketing 
Officer; and Abdo Almasmary, 
Outreach Specialist.  
Photo by Michael Shain 

FIDELIS OPENS IN JAMAICA
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 10/09/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLU
TAX
TAG

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'09 INFINITI G37x

52k miles, Stk#1255

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

OPEN 

EARLY

 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995

 2014 Mazda 3, 55k 15906 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Honda CRV, 57k 13914 $14,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995

$8,995
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF PRE-OWNED LUXURY CARS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 10/16/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

US 
X & 
GS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

STARTS NOW
THRU NOVEMBER 
AT MAJOR WORLD!

CLOSE LATE W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE    
 2013 Dodge Gr Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 43k 17044 $14,750
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

$14 ,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 DODGE SPRINTER

58k miles, Stk#15079

$31,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS
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BY MADINA TOURE

The Wildlife Conservation 
Society’s Queens Zoo is part of 
a partnership between the fed-
eral government and six state 
governments to save New Eng-
land cottontail rabbits.

The zoo, located in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park, 
started breeding New England 
cottontails this year as part of 
a collaborative effort with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and state agencies from New 
York, Connecticut, Massa-
chusetts, Rhode Island, New 
Hampshire and Maine. The ef-
fort also included hundreds of 
private and non-governmental 
organization partners and the 
Roger Williams Park Zoo in 
Providence, R.I. 

The zoo’s breeding pro-
gram takes place in away from 
the exhibit area. The rabbits 
are not on display for public 
viewing. Between all the part-
nering organizations, 41 rab-
bits were released this year.

“The New England cotton-
tail is an example of a species 
that can be saved if enough 
people and organizations 
come together to help protect 
it,” Scott Silver, the zoo’s di-
rector and curator, said in a 
statement. “We’re proud to be 
part of this amazing coalition 
of agencies and the Roger Wil-
liams Park Zoo dedicated to 

conserving this ecologically 
important animal.”

New England cottontails 
have light brown coats and 
look similar to the more popu-
lous Eastern cottontail rabbit. 

In order to survive and take 
care of their young, the rabbits 
need young forests with dense 
thickets and brushy areas. 
Many of these habitats have 
disappeared in their native 

New England.
From 2006 until early fall, 

the Fish and Wildlife Service 
classified the New England 
cottontail as a candidate for the 
federal Endangered Species 
Act. In September, the agency 
removed it as a candidate giv-
en that current conservation 
efforts have shown productive 
results and ongoing plans are 

BY BILL PARRY

When the car-sharing 
company Lyft signed its lease 
at the Falchi Building in Sep-
tember 2014, it took over a 
5,000-square-foot space on the 
fourth floor.  Lyft likely never 
imagined that its chief rival, 
Uber, would join them under 
the same roof. 

That is precisely what 
has happened now that the 
San Francisco-based tech-
nology company, which con-
nects riders to drivers, inked 
a 10-year lease for a larger, 
25,000-square-foot space on 
the ground floor and a portion 
of the second floor.

“The Falchi Building was 
ideal for the company, offering 
one of the most flexible layouts 
in Long Island City and the 

most advanced infrastructure 
in the area,” representative 
Alex Chudnoff of JLL said. 
JLL is a leader in the tri-state 

commercial real estate mar-
ket.

Both Uber and Lyft will 
have one thing in common 
at the Falchi Building, a pry-
ing neighbor. Next month, 
the city’s Taxi and Limousine 
Commission will occupy of-
fice space on the third floor at 
the Falchi Building. The TLC 
is the regulatory agency that 
watches over for-hire vehicles 
and their drivers.

The Falchi Building has 
made great strides since Jame-
stown Properties, owners of 
the popular Chelsea Market, 
bought the block-long ware-
house at 31-00 47th Ave. for $80 
million in 2012. Jamestown 
gave the former Gimbels de-
partment store distribution 
facility a multimillion-dollar 

BY MADINA TOURE

A homeless woman has 
been arrested and charged 
with slashing the throat of an 
off-duty police officer after 
she refused to give the sus-
pect  her purse in Cunning-
ham Park Friday afternoon, 
according to the Queens DA 
and the NYPD.

Police received a call at 
about 1:58 p.m. indicating 
that an off-duty officer had 
been stabbed as she was 
walking her dog near 197th 
Street and Union Turnpike 
in the park, according to a 
police spokeswoman. 

The suspect, identified as 
Avril Lindo, 55, tried to steal 
the officer’s pocketbook and 
slashed her on the left side 
of her neck and fled empty-
handed, the spokeswoman 
said.

Lindo was charged with 
attempted murder, attempted 
assault, attempted robbery 
and assault, according to a 
complaint filed by Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown. 

The officer was walk-
ing her dog when Lindo ap-
proached her from behind, 
grabbed her around the neck 
and pulled at the officer’s bag, 
according to the complaint. 

In response, Lindo held a 
sharp, shiny and silver object 
to her neck, applied pressure 
to her neck and then let her 
go, the complaint said, caus-
ing the officer to suffer a lac-
eration from beneath her ear 
to the middle of her neck. 

She was bleeding and felt 
substantial pain to her neck 

and began to scream for help, 
the complaint continued. 

The complaint said a wit-
ness who observed the officer 
screaming for help chased 
Lindo, who turned backed 
and yelled at her.

The officer  pointed at Lin-
do, stating that she stabbed 
her and that she was run-
ning away from the location 
and that the witness chased 
Lindo, who turned back to-
ward her and yelled at her, 
the complaint added. 

A police spokeswoman 
identified the witness as a 
Parks Department employee, 
who followed Lindo while the 
officer called 911.

When officers arrived on 
the scene, they canvassed 
the area with a description 
of Lindo given by the officer, 
the spokeswoman said.

When the Parks employee 
returned to the scene, she 
told the officers where Lindo 
had fled, she said. 

Lindo was arrested in the 
vicinity of Francis Lewis 
Boulevard and Grand Cen-
tral Parkway, according to 
the spokeswoman.

The officer was taken to 
North Shore University Hos-
pital in Manhasset in stable 
condition, the spokeswoman 
said. 

Scissors were recovered 
from the inside of an open 
tote bag Lindo was carrying, 
the complaint said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

More high-profile tenants, includ-
ing Uber and a new artisanal mar-
ket, have signed leases for space 
in the Falchi Building in Long Island 
City. Photo by Bill Parry

A homeless woman assaulted an off-duty officer who was walking her 
dog in Cunningham Park, police say. Courtesy of NYC Parks Dept.

The Queens Zoo is running a breeding program for New England cotton-
tail rabbits. Photo by Madina Toure

Homeless woman cuts 
off-duty cop in park

Falchi gets Uber as new tenant

Cottontail rabbit aided  
Queens Zoo breeding program helps New England bunnies 

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38
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Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

 Dignified and comfortable chapel, located in Fresh Meadows, Queens

 Funeral services at locations throughout the New York Metro area

 Costs are reasonable and all family budgets are accommodated

 Ceremonially correct services for all Jewish religious movements

 DVD and real-time webcast of chapel services, at no additional cost

 Our staff Rabbi is available to answer your questions

 Experts to guide monument selection

 FDIC insured pre-planning

Funeral Directors & Planners

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A 24-year-old man was 
charged Tuesday with grand 
larceny and other related 
charges for allegedly re-cod-
ing credit and debit cards 
while working at the Apple 
store in Queens Center Mall, 
and then using the re-coded 
cards to buy legitimate Apple 
gift cards worth nearly $1 mil-
lion, the Queens DA said. 

Ruben Profit, from 210th 
Street in Cambria Heights, 
was arraigned Oct. 16 before 
Judge Toko Serita on counts 
of grand larceny, criminal 
possession of a forged instru-
ment and criminal possession 
of stolen property, according 
to District Attorney Richard 
Brown. 

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, Profit began 
working for Apple in Decem-
ber 2013, transferring  to the 
Apple retail store at Queens 
Center Mall in Elmhurst when 
it opened in July. 

“The defendant is accused 
of using his tech skills to rig 
the values on both American 
Express and Visa gift cards 
and then using them to pur-
chase gift cards from his 
employer, the Apple Store,” 
Brown said. “The young 
man, a trusted employee who 
worked both as a salesperson 
and tech support, is accused of 

breaking that trust as well as 
the law.” 

Prosecutors said that while 
working at the Queens Apple 
store, Profit allegedly pur-
chased numerous Apple gift 
cards using Visa and Ameri-
can Express gift, debit or pre-
paid cards between Aug. 2 and 
Oct. 15. The total value of the 
Apple gift cards was approxi-
mately $997,700, according to 
the criminal complaint. 

Apple began getting noti-
fications of chargebacks, pur-
chases deemed to be fraudu-
lent, on the Apple gift cards 
that Profit purchased, accord-
ing to court records. 

At the time of his arrest, 

Profit was allegedly in pos-
session of 51 Visa and Ameri-
can Express gift cards with 
magnetic strips fraudulently 
re-encoded with credit card 
information. 

Profit allegedly told police 
that he was paid $200 for each 
$2,000 Apple gift card he pro-
vided to another individual, 
the complaint said. He also 
allegedly had seven Apple gift 
cards valued at $2,000 each in 
his possession, Brown said.

Profit was ordered held on 
$20,000 bail and to return to 
court on Nov. 10. If convicted, 
he faces up to 15 years in pris-
on

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Immigrants are blending 
into the population of the Unit-
ed States as they have in ear-
lier decades. They are bring-
ing low crime rates as well as 
learning English at the same 

rate or faster than previous 
generations have, a new study 
said.  However, that study also 
found that many who now 
come to America don’t neces-
sarily want to stay.

There are 41 million immi-
grants and 37.1 million U.S.-

born children of immigrants 
in the United States today. 
Those first- and second-gen-
eration residents account for 
one-quarter of the U.S. popula-
tion.

In Queens, nearly half of 
the 2.3 million residents—47.8 
percent—were born outside 
the United States, according 
to 2014 estimates from the U.S. 
Census Bureau.

“Across all measurable out-
comes integration increases 
over time, with immigrants 
becoming more like the na-
tive-born with more time in 
the country and with the sec-
ond and third generations be-
coming more like other native-
born Americans than their 
parents were,” said a study 
by the National Academies of 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Three new bills, spon-
sored by a Queens council-
man were signed into law 
Tuesday by Mayor Bill de 
Blasio to curb the use of K2 
synthetic marijuana and in-
crease violations for sellers 
or manufacturers. 

The three bills are part of 
a multi-agency enforcement, 
education and prevention 
strategy against K2. 

“K2 is a poison that threat-
ens public safety and public 
health,” de Blasio said. “To 
date, NYPD has indicted 10 
sellers, seized $17.5 million 
worth of K2 products, ingre-
dients, and paraphernalia 
– and we will continue this 
enforcement to send a clear 
message: Making K2 or sell-
ing it to New Yorkers is a 
criminal activity that will 
not be tolerated.”

The strategy aims to re-
duce the presence and use of 
K2 by aggressively cracking 
down on suppliers while of-
fering supportive services 
and treatment to users in 
need.

“This has been an issue 
of great personal importance 
to me, with 125th Street and 
Lexington Avenue being at 
the center of the K2 prob-
lem,” said Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan). 

“We have been working 
relentlessly to eradicate this 
poison. This law affords us 
additional tools to continue 
to combat the scourge of K2,” 
said Police Commissioner 
William Bratton.

K2 or synthetic cannabi-
noids are leaves sprayed with 
unpredictable and diverse 
chemical combinations that 

are either smoked or ingest-
ed. The drugs go by a variety 
of names, such as K2, Spice, 
Green Giant, and Caution, 
and have adverse side effects 
ranging from vomiting to 
seizures to hallucinations to 
violent behavior.

The legislation, spon-
sored by Mark-Viverito and 
Council members, is part of a 
multi-agency strategy to use 
enforcement, education and 
prevention efforts to reduce 
K2 in the city.  

The laws will make sell-
ing K2 will become a mis-
demeanor punishable by up 
to one year in jail and up to 
$5,000 in fines and revoke, 
suspend or refuse to renew a 
cigarette dealer’s license due 
to the sale of synthetic drugs 
or imitation synthetic drugs.

“With the signing of these 
bills, we will begin to choke 
off the K2 pipeline by impos-
ing severe penalties on the 
operators of known synthetic 
marijuana distribution cen-
ters,” Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-South Ozone Park), 
who sponsored the legisla-
tion, said

Since January, there have 
been more than 4,500 syn-
thetic cannabinoid-related 
emergency department visits 
across the city. Almost 90 per-
cent of these emergency room 
visits were made by patients 
with a median age of 37 and 
disproportionately residents 
of shelters and individuals 
with a psychiatric illness. 
Nearly all – 99 percent – of 
patients are age 18 and older, 
according to the city.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

New immigrants to the United States are assimilating faster, but don't 
necessarily want to stay here, a new study says.   Wikimedia.Commons

Legislation signed into law by Mayor de Blasio and sponsored by 
Councilman Ruben Wills is part of a multi-agency strategy to use en-
forcement, education and prevention efforts to reduce the use of K2 
in the city.   Photo by Council Member Wills 

Ruben Profit allegedly purchased nearly $1 million worth of gift cards at 
the Apple store at Queens Center Mall where he worked using fraudulent 
debit, prepaid or credit cards the DA says.  Photo by Michael Shain

Synthetic marijuana 
outlawed across city

New immigrants assimilating

Apple worker charged 
24-year-old stole nearly $1M in gift cards: Queens DA

Continued on Page 38



TIMESLEDGER, OCT. 23–29, 2015 37  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT FT TL

That you may be entitled to
compensation from your own
insurance company if the vehicle 
that hit you has no insurance or 
not enough insurance to
compensate you for your injuries?

Jacket
Name
4C 6 x 5.69

a division of

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER

a division of

Cada curso tiene que necesitas para
estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54
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Sciences, Engineering and 
Medicine.

In comparison with na-
tive-born Americans, the 
report said, immigrants are 
less likely to die from cardio-
vascular disease or cancer 
and they experience fewer 
chronic health conditions, 
have lower infant mortality 
and obesity rates and longer 
life expectancy.

These advantages, how-
ever, tend to decline as their 
health status converges with 
that of the native-born popu-
lation.

The report says neighbor-
hoods with greater concen-
trations of immigrants have 
much lower crime rates and 
violence than comparable 
non-immigrant populations.

For instance, foreign-
born men aged 18 to 39 are 
incarcerated at one-fourth 
the rate of native-born men of 
the same age group, although 

over time and generations 
crime rates for those foreign-
born men come to resemble 
that of native-born popula-
tion.

The report also said vast 
numbers of those who come 
to the United States—around 
half—do not become citizens 
and that it’s the availability 
of jobs that attracts them.

“More than 90 percent of 
Americans polled—whether 
native or foreign-born—say 
it is important or very impor-
tant for those who live in the 
U.S to be able to speak Eng-
lish,” the report said.

“Available evidence indi-
cates that today’s immigrants 
are learning English at the 
same rate or faster than ear-
lier waves of immigrants,” 
according to the report.

As for jobs, the report said, 
“immigrants appear to be 
taking low-skilled jobs that 
natives are either not avail-
able or unwilling to take.”

 The academy is a nonprof-
it whose mission is to inves-
tigate major issues having an 
impact on American society.

Steel Painting Contractors 
Association completed the 
project, valued at an estimated 
$3.25 million, on time and at 
no cost to the city as part of the 
union’s apprenticeship pro-
gram, giving them valuable 
work experience. The project 
turned out to be far more dif-
ficult than the bridge painters 
expected.

“Once we got up there, we 
realized we couldn’t do it with 
apprentices alone,” Keiran 
Ahern, the president of the 
Structural Steel Painting Con-
tractors Association, said. “We 
had to bring in professional 
riggers to do the job right, 
safely. It just goes to show you 
that when labor, management 
and government are all on the 
same page, we can accomplish 
some pretty cool things.” Ah-
ern said the association cov-
ered the cost of the riggers, 
estimated to be a half million 
dollars.

Borough President Melinda 
Katz made the restoration of 
the New York Pavilion a prior-
ity when she came into office. 
Together with the de Blasio 
administration and the City 
Council, nearly $8.9 million 
has been allocated so far.

“This is one step in a long 
process,” Katz said. “The next 
step is electricity for the tow-
ers, and those towers could 
really use a paint job, just say-
ing.” 

She announced the com-
mencement of a $650,000 de-
sign contract to draft plans 
for electrical and structural 
improvements on the towers. 
The design is expected to be 
finalized by next fall with con-
struction anticipated to begin 
in 2017.

Once the structures are 
fortified and the steps are re-
constructed, the bridge paint-
ers will come back and finish 
the job.

“They all want us to come 
back at some point and that’s 
definitely on our radar,” Ah-
ern said. “My father would 

want that.”
Timothy Ahern, the found-

er of Ahern Painting Contrac-
tors in Woodside, came up with 
the idea of painting the crown 
with its original color. He died 
suddenly in July with the work 
80 percent completed.

Former City Council Speak-
er Peter Vallone, Sr. praised 
his late friend, who came to 
New York as a penniless immi-
grant from Limerick, Ireland, 
at the age of 21. 

“Tim was a gentleman, a 
true American story,” he said. 
“The quintessential Irish im-
migrant story. They came with 
nothing, built a wonderful 
business and a fantastic fam-
ily. He was what this country 
is all about.” 

And he was revered by his 
workers at Ahern Painting 
Contractors.

“I loved Mr. Timothy Ah-
ern, he was a fantastic man 
and this is his final project,” 
Somers said. “We can’t wait 
to be back for the observation 
decks. We want to finish the 
job for him.”

in place to recover the species.
This season, 11 kits—young 

rabbits—were born at the 
Queens Zoo and sent to New 
Hampshire and Rhode Island. 

Biologists from the part-

nering agencies introduced 
them to a one-acre outdoor ac-
climation pen and fitted them 
with transmitters to track the 
migration patterns of the rab-
bits. They were then released 
into suitable forest and thick-
et-lined habitats. 

Jim Breheny, executive 
vice president of the Wildlife 

Conservation Society and gen-
eral director of WCS Zoos and 
Aquarium, commended the 
zoo’s program.

“In only a few short months, 
the Queens Zoo’s new New 
England cottontail breeding 
program has proven success-
ful,” Breheny said. 

makeover and began signing 
tenants such as the Coalition 
for Queens, Doughnut Plant, 
the Astoria Distilling Co. and 
the Stolle Bakery.

The Falchi Building also 
featured the Food Box, a 
ground floor space where 
vendors served up prepared 
Thai, Caribbean and Peru-
vian dishes to lunch crowds. 
The Food Box has just been 
moved to the ground floor 
concourse to make way for 
a new artisanal farm-to-gro-
cery store.

Katrina Schultz Richter, 
who founded the Queens 
County Market, has teamed 

up with Tonice Sqrignoli, 
who ran a food co-op, to open 
Good Neighbor Queens, a new 
market featuring sourced 
organic produce, pastured 
meats, dairy products, fresh 
fish and baked goods. The 
store will also offer pastries 
from Pain d’Avignon as well 
as specialty items, including 
oils and spices along with 
one-of-a-kind kitchen items 
such as dish towels and cook-
ware.

In addition, Good Neigh-
bor Queens has a community 
space to hold workshops, tast-
ings and demonstrations.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

“To tell a senior that they 
have to give up their car is the 
last thing they want to hear,” 
Joseph Hennessy, chairman 
of Community Board 6 and a 
senior citizen, said. “Please 
don’t tell me to take the bus 
in the snow. A senior citizen 
with disability—what are you 
telling them? Tough luck! You 
gotta stay in your apartment. 
Are we serious here?!”

City Planning senior plan-
ner Laura Smith said at the 
presentation a well-designed 
building would require add-
ing one to two stories so eleva-
tors become mandatory, which 
would prevent developers 
from squeezing units together. 
Changing the building’s fa-
cade would enable it to blend 
in with the neighborhood, 
even allowing space for com-
mercial business. 

The agency said the exist-
ing requirements for acces-
sory off-street parking make it 
harder to meet the city’s need 
for affordable housing. Off-

street parking, particularly in 
structured facilities, is expen-
sive to construct—costing as 
much as $30,000 to $50,000 per 
space. Residents of affordable 
housing cannot pay the fees 
necessary to recoup the cost 
of constructing these spaces, 
about $200-$300 per month, 
and in many instances these 
provided spaces sit empty, 
since the limited number of 
low-income residents who do 
own cars park them on street. 
In less-dense areas, parking 
may be provided as surface 
parking that costs less to build, 
but nonetheless still takes up 
considerable space that might 
otherwise be used for housing, 
open space, or other uses, ac-
cording to the proposal.  

According to the agency’s 
officials, housing within a half 
a mile of a major transit hub 
would have no parking at all. 

Neither Eric Kober, direc-
tor of Housing, Economic and 
Infrastructure Planning, nor 
Smith physically visited any 
of the borough sites they men-
tioned as examples in their 
proposals and study. 

Borough President Melin-

da Katz had questions, “You 
can see how this is worse 
for seniors. What is your 
vision when this happens 
practically?,”she asked. 

Smith pointed out only a 
small subset of the population 
would be affected and there 
were options such as Access-a-
Ride services. 

“Try to go at night and try 
to find a parking spot in the 
Liberty corridor. People have 
cars,” Elizabeth Braton, chair 
of Community Board 10, said. 
She said senior housing park-
ing lot in her community has 
always been full. 

The board pointed out the 
lack of transit hubs across the 
borough and the difficulties 
seniors face during the winter. 
Board members said for se-
niors having their own vehicle 
gave them a sense of indepen-
dence and it was cruel to take 
that away. 

DCP said they will take the 
feedback on the proposal into 
consideration.

The Borough Board vote for 
the proposal will take place in 
Nov. 16.   
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

In the spirit of 13th centu-
ry merchant explorer Marco 
Polo, who traveled the ancient 
Silk Road that linked China to 
Europe, two New York photog-

raphers recently set out along 
a similar route that took them 
to a variety of exotic destina-
tions. 

Both of them returned with 
their own kind of “riches:” 
stunning photographs that 

reveal a way of life different 
from what folks in Western 
cultures are familiar with, 
steeped in Muslim tradition 
and sustained by communal 
connections, despite the sur-
rounding unrest. 

The combination of ele-
ments that result in such mem-
orable photos was the topic of 
an artist talk held at Queens 
College’s Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum Saturday. 

Museum Director and Cu-
rator Amy Winter sat down 
with photographers Lynn Gil-
bert and Didier Vanderperre 
to discuss their work and trav-
els along the Silk Road. The 
discussion took place amid 
a must-see exhibit that fea-
tures Gilbert’s photographs 
of Turkey and Uzbekistan and 
Vanderperre’s images of Xin-
jiang, China, now on display 
through Dec. 15. 

In addition to those pho-
tographs, ikat robes and tex-
tiles from the collection of 
George Anavian, an author-
ity on Eastern arts, are also 
on display. A complex method 
of printing woven fabric, ikat 
is widely practiced in Central 
Asia, and Uzbekistan in par-
ticular. Selections from the 
Godwin-Ternbach’s perma-
nent collection, representing 
the Silk Road’s civilizations 
and cultures, will also be on 
view in the museum’s Lobby 
Gallery.

“Lynn Gilbert’s passion for 
Central Asia has resulted in a 

Continued on Page 48

SILK ROAD
TRAVELS

Godwin-Ternbach Museum’s exhibit chronicles 
photographers’ trips along famous trade route

Didier Vanderperre made this photograph, 
"Turpan Bazaar," in Xinjiang, China in 2014.  

Photo courtesy Didier Vanderperre
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Answers in Sports

EVENTS

It’s My Park Day — Spend the 
day volunteering to clean up 
lawns, paint benches and plant 
bulbs and new shrubs at various 
parks around the borough. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 24, 
from 9:30 am - 2 pm, varies 
by location
Where: Nautilus Playground at 
Roy Wilkins Recreation Center 
in St. Albans and Rachel 
Carson Playground at Kissena 
Corridor Park in Flushing
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Fall Stewardship Day at Alley 
Pond Park — Help take care of 
some of the trees planted as 
part of MillionTreesNYC. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 24, 
from 9 am - 1 pm
Where: Alley Pond Golf 
Center, 232-01 Northern Blvd., 
Douglaston
Cost: Free
Contact: (212) 360-1463
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Fall Festival — Councilman Eric 
Ulrich sponsors this afternoon 
of games, crafts, a pumpkin 
patch and more. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 24, 
from noon - 3 pm
Where: Joseph P. Addabbo 
Memorial Park in Tudor Park, 
North Conduit Avenue and 81st 
Street, Ozone Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

It’s My Park Day — Spend the 
day volunteering to clean up 
lawns, paint benches and plant 
bulbs and new shrubs at various 
parks around the borough. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 25, from 
10 am - 1 pm
Where: Park of the Americas, 
104th Street and 41st Avenue, 
Corona
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

It’s My Park Day — Spend the 
day volunteering to clean up 
lawns, paint benches and plant 

bulbs and new shrubs at various 
parks around the borough. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from 10 am - 1 pm
Where: Brookville Park at 
Brookville Boulevard and 
147th Avenue in Rosedale 
and Rosemary’s Playground 
at Woodward Avenue in 
Ridgewood
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Outdoor Skills: Knot Tying— 
The Urban Rangers share some 
of their outdoor skills with 
this class on knot tying. All 
programs are family friendly, 
but recommended for children 8 
years and older. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from 1 pm - 2:30 pm
Where: Forest Park Visitor 
Center, Forest Park Drive 
and Woodhaven Boulevard, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

MOVIES

Movies Under the Stars in 
Rochdale Village — Bring a low 
chair or blanket to catch the 
Halloween-themed animated hit 
movie “Hotel Transylvania.” 
When: Friday, Oct. 23, at 

6:30 pm
Where: Rochdale Park, Guy 
Brewer Boulevard and 130th 
Avenue, Rochdale Village
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 978-1536
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Movies Under the Stars in 
Briarwood — Bring a low chair 
or blanket to catch the animated 
hit movie “Monsters, Inc.”
When: Saturday, Oct. 24, at 
6:30 pm
Where: Hoover-Manton 
Playground, Manton Street 
and 83rd Avenue, Briarwood
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 993-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

Metis Concert Series — Anne 
Dearth and Nina Siniakova 
present “Music for Flute and 
Piano,” featuring pieces by 
Bach, Debussy and Copland. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 25, at 3 pm
Where: Community Church 
of Little Neck, 46-16 Little 
Neck Parkway
Cost: $15- $25
Contact: (718) 229-2534

Queensboro Symphony 
Orchestra — This concert 
includes a performance 

of Dvorak’s “New World 
Symphony,” Suppe’s “Light 
Cavalry Overture” and a 
trumpet concerto by Hummel, 
featuring soloist Ji Woong Kim.
When: Sunday, Oct. 25, at 7 pm
Where: Mary’s Nativity 
Church, 46-02 Parsons Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free will offering
Contact: (718) 359-5996

Tuesday Morning Music 
Club — At this fi rst concert 
of the 2015/16 season, fl utist 
Jerene Weitman, pianist Aglaia 
Messina and soprano Betina 
Hershey Russo will perform. 
When: Tuesday, Oct. 27, at 11 am
Where: Community 
Church of Douglaston, 
39-50 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 229-2169

DANCE

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old 
nichibu dance popularized 
in kabuki. All experience 
levels are welcome and all 
materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 
ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 

St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

October Waves 2013 — 
Photographer Sandra Gottlieb 
took a series of photos each day 
at sunset during the October 
2013 hurricane season at 
Rockaway Beach.
When: Through Oct. 31
Where: New York Hall of Science, 
47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors, 
students and children 17 and 
under
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

SculptureCenter — Anthea 
Hamilton’s “Lichen! Libido! 
Chastity!” questions the 
representation of cultural 
phenomena through popular 
media.  Gabriel Sierra’s 
“Numbers in a Room” uses the 
museum’s lower level galleries 
to create work that reconfi gures 
the scale and geometry of the 
space and its objects. 
When: Through Jan. 4, 2016
Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 361-1750
Website: www.sculpture-
center.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Does being a chef to a celeb-
rity make you a celebrity chef? 
It would seem so, judging by 
the crush of patrons vying for 
tables at Astoria’s brand new 
gastropub, The Pomeroy.  

Bo O’Conner, at the helm in 
the kitchen, was most recently 
the personal chef to Madame 
Gaga on her world tour.  

Their friendship dates back 
to when Lady G.G. was still 
Stefani and Bo’s schoolmate at 
Convent of the Sacred Heart, 
an elite independent Catholic 
girls’ school in Manhattan.  
To underscore her loyalty, the 
pop star was present at the res-
taurant’s opening Oct. 7.

The Pomeroy, named for 
the old moniker of nearby 37th 
Avenue, is a gastropub with 
the emphasis on gastro.  

The petite space was fitted 
out by British designer Ben-
jamin Kay of Adorn Designs 
with lots of repurposed wood 
and vintage artifacts that con-
form perfectly to the young 

hipster aesthetic.  Our favorite 
touch was a chandelier fabri-
cated from a recycled hanging 
produce scale.

For a gastropub, the selec-
tion of libations was a bit slim.  
There was a decent collection 
of specialty cocktails, but a 
meager bunch of craft brews, 
and not a single one from 
Queens.  The wine list, too, 
was rather abbreviated.

The menu is populated by 
crowd-pleasers, but not neces-
sarily the usual clichés. 

After getting  hyper-hun-
gry from waiting half an hour 

for a table, we were drawn to 
the fried munchies.  

Frickles, that is fried pick-
les, come in a light, crunchy 
coating, paired with yogurt 
dill dip, perhaps a nod to the 
neighborhood.  Very noshable, 
but more of a sharing than a 
solo dish.  

Arancini, rice balls, and 
polenta fries had a lot in com-
mon.  They boil down to deep 
fried cheesy starch, served 
with the same pleasantly spicy 
Pomodoro dipping sauce, so 
you might as well make a deci-
sion based on your grain pref-

erence.  Both were made for 
satisfying snacking.

The fried chicken, which 
they seem to tout as one of 
their specialties, was crunchy 
and juicy, but not memorable 
for its flavor.  The two accom-
panying sauces, honey carrot 
and herb jalapeno were a par-
tial save.

The sea scallops and the 
short ribs are the two undeni-
able stars of the menu.  The 
scallops line up between gen-
erous shmears of cauliflow-
er and corn purees and are 

BY VALERIE VICTOR

The Black Spectrum Theatre in 
Queens, whose mission is to create 
theater and film productions about the 
African-American community, has an-
nounced the opening of a new play by 
its founder Carl Clay.

“Timeless, the Mystery of the Dark 
Water” begins Friday and is a little dif-
ferent from some of the other pieces 
performed at the theater. 

Clay said he was inspired to write 
the show because of an experience he 
had with people who do past life regres-
sion — which involves using hypnosis 
to recover memories from a person’s 
past lives.

“This play raises a lot of questions 
and people can walk away reflecting 
on their lives and experiences that 
need more investigation,” Clay said. 
“I think it’s a different and interesting 
angle. It will be nurturing, funny, in-
formative and inspiring.”

According to Clay, since its found-
ing in 1970, the theater has produced 
a number of pieces focusing on topics 
like obesity, the healing zone, history, 
life and many other topics that spark 
public debate.

“We use a wide range of wave-
lengths to communicate with the com-
munity, and that’s the Spectrum,” Clay 
said.  

The theater is also well known for 

highlighting emerging African-Amer-
ican directors, playwrights, perform-
ers and designers. 

“This theater gives us the opportu-
nity to work our craft. I’m always grate-

ful to hit the boards here, and I’m glad 
to see that it’s still around because a lot 
of theaters like this haven’t lasted,” ac-
tress Lisa Roxanne Walters said. 

Production team members for the 
current production include director 
Bette Howard,  head of music Onaje 
Allan Gumbs and the technical direc-
tor, sound and visual producer Derek 
Galloway. 

“This is our bread and butter, this 
is what created everything, it’s doing 
plays,” Galloway said. “We have con-
certs in here and we do a lot of differ-
ent things related to entertainment, 
but this is what really brought us this 

Director Bette Howard speaks with actress Lisa Roxanne Walters during a rehearsal of 
"Timeless, the Mystery of the Dark Water," at the Black Spectrum Theatre in Jamaica.  

Photo by Valerie Victor

At The Pomeroy, scallops are served atop pureed cauliflower and corn and topped with sugar snap peas and 
microgreens.  Photo by Suzanne Parker

Black Spectrum takes a look back with new play

Eat like Lady Gaga at The Pomeroy
Pop sensation’s friend, personal chef opens new gastropub restaurant in Astoria

DINING OUT

Continued on Page 48

IF YOU GO
The Pomeroy

36-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria
(718) 721-1579

www.thepomeroynyc.com

Price Range: Snacks: $4—$10, 
Small Plates: $11—$15, Large 

Plates: $14—$28
Cuisine: Gastropub grub

Setting: Small
Service: Getting there with a 

few wrinkles
Hours: Dinner Sundays to 

Wednesdays from 5 p.m. - 10 
p.m., and Thursdays to Saturdays 

from 5 p.m. - 11 p.m., closed on 
Mondays.

Reservations: Uh-uh
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Preferably of drinking 
age

Music: Recorded
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Noisy

Handicap accessible: Yes

IF YOU GO
“Timeless, the Mystery of the Dark 
Water”

When: Oct. 23 through Nov. 22
Where: Black Spectrum Theatre, 177 
Baisley Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: $25 
Contact: (718) 723-1800
Website: www.blackspectrum.com

Continued on Page 44
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Haunted Lantern Tour— The 
Urban Rangers mix history 
and Halloween fun with these 
annual lantern tours of Fort 
Totten’s historic Water Battery. 
When: Friday, Oct. 23, and 
Saturday, Oct. 24, from 6:30 
pm - 8:30 pm; you must be 
in line by 8:15 pm to ensure 
admittance.
Where: Fort Totten Park, Bay 
Terrace
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793, 
ext. 302
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Halloween Harvest Festival 
— Socrates Sculpture Park’s 
annual Halloween celebration 
includes costume making with 
Socrates artists, live music, 
face painting and a Canine 
Costume Contest. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 24, 
from 11 am - 3 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Halloween Festival at Fort 
Totten — Spend an afternoon 
of spooky family fun. Activities 
include games, rides, crafts, a 
costume contest and pumpkin 
patch. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 24, 
from noon - 3 pm
Where: Parade Grounds at 
Fort Totten, Bay Terrace
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Make It: Costume Creation — 
Join the Halloween engineers 
at the New York Hall of 
Science as they help kids, ages 
5 and up, make, sew and glue 
a Halloween costume. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 24, 
from 1:30 pm - 5 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., 
Corona
Cost: $10/per adult and child 
pair, plus NYSCI admission
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Haunted House — This 
family-friendly haunted house 
at the Queens Farm offers 
chills and thrills for kids 6 and 
up. Visitors can also enjoy 
hayrides, Halloween treats 
and mulled cider. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 24 
and Sunday, Oct. 25, from 4 
pm - 7 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $4/per person
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.
org

Little Makers: Spooktacular 
Monster Making— The whole 
family can turn socks, buttons, 
fabric and other household 
items into a monster of their 
own. Recommended for 
children ages 18 months and 
up. Wear clothing that can be 
spattered with ink and paint. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 25, from 
10:30 am - 12:30 pm
Where: New York Hall of 

Science, 47-01 111th St., 
Corona
Cost: $8/per family, plus 
NYSCI admission
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Live Bat Encounters— Bat man 
Rob Mies, from the Organization 
for Bat Conservation, will bring 
his winged creatures to the 
New York Hall of Science to talk 
about all the things they do to 
benefi t people.
When: Sunday, Oct. 25, from 
1 pm - 3 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., 
Corona
Cost: $6/adults, $5/children, 
students and seniors, plus 
NYSCI admission
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Children’s Fall Festival — 
Queens County Farm’s fall 
festival offers fun for kids of 
all ages. Wear your costume 
and watch pig races, hear 

live country music and take a 
pony ride, for an extra fee. The 
Amazing Maize Maze wraps 
up its season today and can 
be toured one last time for an 
additional charge. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 25, from 
11 am - 4 pm  
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $5/per person
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.
org

Shocktoberfest — Get 
your scary on at this event 
sponsored by Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras. Tour the 
haunted house, visit the 
pumpkin patch and enjoy 
music, crafts and more. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 25, from 
noon - 3 pm
Where: Playground for All 
Children, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 760-6560

Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Halloween Spooktacular 
— Spend an evening making 
crafts, having your face 
painted and watching 
the animated fi lm “Hotel 
Transylvania.”
When: Friday, Oct. 30, from 4 
pm - 9 pm
Where: A.R.R.O.W. 
Community Center, 35-30 
35th St., Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

It Came from Within: A 
David Cronenberg Horror 
Weekend— The Museum of the 
Moving Image tries to creep 
audiences out with a weekend 
of horror fi lms from director 
David Cronenberg. Screenings 
include “Scanners,” “The 
Brood,” “Videodrome,” 
“Rabid,” “Shivers, aka It Came 
From Within,” “The Fly” and 

“Dead Ringers.”
When: Friday, Oct. 30 
through Sunday, Nov. 1
Where:  Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: $12/adults, $9/senior 
citizens and students with 
valid ID
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.
us

Canine Costume Carnival — 
Grab your four-legged friend 
and take part in a costume 
contest for dogs. Other 
activities include carnival 
games, face painting and a 
photo booth. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from 11 am - 1 pm
Where: Rockaway Freeway, 
Beach Channel Drive and 
Beach 84th St. Rockaway
Cost: Free
Contact: (917) 903-6518
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

HALLOWEEN 
HAPPENINGS

Continued on Page 8 
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 Jointly Sponsored By 
 The Myrtle Avenue Bid & The N YC  Dept. Of Transportation

 FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 718-381-7974

 Second Annual
 RIDGEWOOD 

 SENECA AVE. STROLL
 Saturday, October 24, 12-5 pm

 (Seneca Avenue between Myrtle & Catalpa Avenues
 will be  closed to traffic from 10 am to 6 pm) 

 Sample Sweet & Savory Treats Provided By:
 Ridgewood Eats - 903 Seneca Avenue

 Celebrating 10 yrs. on Seneca!

 Rudy’s Bakery & Cafe - 905 Seneca Avenue
 Celebrating 81 yrs. on Seneca!

 Nepalese Indian Restaurant - 907 Seneca Avenue
 Celebrating 3 yrs. on Seneca!

 Zum Stammtisch & Stammtisch Pork Store - 
 69-46 Myrtle Avenue

 Celebrating 44 yrs. on Myrtle!

 Celebrate Oktoberfest with beer tastings from 
 Finback Brewery, Queens Brewery & Bridge and 

 Tunnel Brewery inside the Nepalese Indian Restaurant

 Queens Library Bookmobile
 12-3:30 p.m. 12-3:30 p.m.

 Friends of the Ridgewood Library Friends of the Ridgewood Library

 Myrtle Avenue BID  Myrtle Avenue BID 
 Free Halloween Activity Fun Pack Free Halloween Activity Fun Pack

 Hot Cocoa & Coo kies Hot Cocoa & Coo kies
 Compliments of Rudy’s Bakery & Cafe Compliments of Rudy’s Bakery & Cafe

 (all items while supplies last) (all items while supplies last)

 Musical Entertainment by Bobby Svet,  Musical Entertainment by Bobby Svet, 
 Dino Mezic & Richie Cosetti  Dino Mezic & Richie Cosetti 

 and more... and more...
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far, and that’s theater.”
Many of the cast members and pro-

duction staff are excited about this 
show because Clay is also the play-
wright. 

“To me it’s atypical of the more so-
cial implication type of other plays I’ve 
done at Black Spectrum and other pro-
ductions that are done here,” Walters 
said. “They’re important and great, but 
sometimes it’s wonderful to just hear a 

story that might make you think about 
something. Community theaters need 
to bring that element into the commu-
nity as well. Carl Clay is still pumping 
it out and I think that is most reward-
ing, to be able to be a part of that.”

Clay said he is looking forward to a 
full house with an audience that is re-
ally into the story. 

“Even though I am the founder of 
Black Spectrum, I am still an artist at 
heart, and I don’t get to do this often,” 
Clay said. “I love what I do, writing the 
play, and producing. It’s like my fuel, 
it’s my battery. When I see people enjoy 
the show, that is my reward.”

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers

Oct. 23-29, 2015

By Pete Canty

B-Plus
Across
1. Jeweler’s weight
6. Nose-in-the-air 
type
10. Alert
14. Previously, 
formerly
15. Bring on board
16. Rink shape
17. Hesitation in 
fi nding the answer, 
perhaps
19. Underground 
party
20. Muscat resident
21. Built more?
23. Ideal suffi x
25. Signs up
26. Passed away
31. Rapper Mos 
_____
32. Rip-off
33. Corn unit
34. Subsided
38. Islamic sect
39. Dumps
42. Friend in war
43. Car payments?
45. Website help, 
briefl y
46. Ploy
47. Fall behind
49. Board of 
_____
51. Put the horses 
away
55. Welcome 
wreath
56. _____ State 
(Maine)
58. Come together

62. Pond organism
63. Defl ect a bull’s 
charge, perhaps
66. Forest dweller
67. “Pay _____ 
mind”
68. Pass over
69. Messes up
70. Follows long 
and dead
71. Crowded

Down
1. Popular NYC 
vehicle
2. 60’s hairdo
3. Wander
4. Soprano’s song, 
maybe
5. Net game
6. That girl
7. Guitarist Lofgren

8. Use a soapbox
9. Above partner
10. Homer’s son’s 
output, perhaps
11. Benefi t
12. Tangle
13. Reds and 
Cards, e.g.
18. Drying rack items
22. Canadian tribe
24. Butcher’s stock
26. [Hey you!]
27. Canyon effect
28. Pool table part
29. “Chicago is my 
only
football team?”
30. Float with the 
current
35. Depressed
36. “If all _____ 
fails...”

37. Salon supplies
40. _____ of 
Sandwich
41. Mouse sound
44. Ice melter
48. Caged pet
50. Exhaled 
expressively
51. Diamond 
alternative
52. Mosaic artist
53. Rage
54. United 
competitor
57. Ages
59. Stage part
60. The Emerald 
Isle
61. Heads and tails
64. Hotel room 
addition
65. Observe

 

By GFR Associates ••• Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ETCHED IN STONE
P E P S I A S N A P C A N
C R E A M R I A T A U S O
P O N D S K I P P E R R P M

S O I S E E D O L E S
E N G A R D E O O H I N G
F O R C E S L E N N O N
I S A K N A N C E G P A
L A V S P O T T E D N A M
E Y E P A G E S B E N E

M A A L O X S H R E D S
S E A N C E O N E I D A S
C A R T E I N F A N T
A R K B I T O F G R A V E L
R T E A C E N T Y I E L D
F O R R U S S O S N E E S

Continued from Page 41 

‘Timeless’

ANNUAL TRADE SHOW

& LUNCHEON

11/13/15

ANNUAUU L TRADE SHOW

& LUNCHEON

11/13/155

Long Island City
Partnership

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people 
per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Come & Enjoy a Delicious
Homemade Italian Lunch with us!

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

PENNE MELANZANA

PENNE 
CAMPAGNOLA

PENNE PAPALINA

PENNE FLORENTINE

PENNE FANTASIA

PENNE DELIZIOSA

PENNE SCARPIELLO

BAKED ZITI

LASAGNA

PENNE FLORIO

PENNE FORTUNATI

PENNE CARUSO

PENNE GAMBERONI

PENNE VODKA

PENNE & CHICKEN 
SCAMPI

BAKED RAVIOLI

SALAD

CAESAR

GARDEN
       *Add Grilled 
        Chicken + $3
       *Add Grilled 
         Shrimp + $4

SANDWICHES

MEATBALL
EGGPLANT
PEPPER & EGG
SAUSAGE
SAUSAGE & 
PEPPER

       ** Parmigiana
            on Request

Pasta Dishes Salad* +
1/2 Hero Sandwich**

No substitutions 
or takeout

LUNCH SPECIALS
         Monday–Friday, 12 Noon–3pm

$795

10% OFF
DINNER
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BY MERLE EXIT

Actress, comedian and 
all around entertainer, 
Renee Taylor is most rec-
ognized for portraying 
Fran Drescher’s mother 
on the hit TV series, “The 
Nanny.”   

Taylor, a graduate of 
Jamaica High School, is 
bringing her one woman 
show, “My Life On A Diet,” 
to Queens Theatre Hallow-
een weekend. 

The actress will be ac-
companied by her husband, 
Joe Bologna, who helped 
Taylor write the show. 

“So I can say I’m having 
an affair with the direc-
tor,” Taylor said. “It’s my 
memoirs and story of my 
life.”

Although some people 
associate who they were 
with or even what they 
were wearing with mile-
stones in their lives, Tay-
lor recalls events related to 
what diet she happened to 
be on at the time. 

Taylor has fluctu-
ated between size 2 and 22 
throughout her life. 

And food memories are 
not restricted to what she 
was not allowed to eat. 

“As I met famous people 
I would remember what 
they were eating,” Taylor 
said. “I learned something 
from Fran as well, who 
was on Weight Watchers 
for a long time.  Every diet 
works for you when you do 
it.  My problem was always 
maintaining.”

“The Nanny” may have 
brought her another show-
biz success, but it also 
played into Taylor’s eating 
issues. 

“It began as an acci-
dent,” Taylor said. “When 
I started with the show, I 
didn’t have many lines and 
when I was in a food scene, 
I would eat off of every-
body’s plate.  They liked it 
so much that they kept it 
in.  At one point my doctor 
gave me a note telling the 
producers that I couldn’t 

eat anymore.”
After each performance 

audience members pepper 
her with questions about 
specific diets and whether 
she has ever tried them. 
Taylor said there is not a 
diet she has not been on. 

One of her biggest temp-
tations comes from the so-
called comfort foods, those 
carbohydrate rich tidbits 
like bread, French fries 
and sweet potato fries. 

“Once, Lauren Hutton 
told me never to eat potato 
chips because they were 
made with lard.   I ate them 

anyway, but think about 
her every time I eat them,” 
Taylor said. “Overeaters 
Anonymous tells you to 
never eat when you are 
hungry, when you are an-
gry, or when you’re lonely.  
Then, you never eat.”

Since “The Nanny” 
ended its run in 1999, Tay-
lor has popped up in other 
programs, including a role 
in Drescher’s recent TV 
Land show “Happily Di-
vorced.”

Taylor said Drescher is 
working to turn “The Nan-
ny” into a musical, and 
Taylor would definitely be 
up for reprising her role. 

“I sing, I dance, I do lap 
dances,” she said. 

In reality the only per-
son she dances with is her 
husband. The two will cel-
ebrate their 50th anniver-
sary next year. 

“Joe says that the first 
50 years are the easiest, 
then it gets hard,” she said.  
“You first have to get to 
know each other.” 

Actress Renee Taylor brings her one-woman 
show "My Life on a Diet" to the Queens Theatre 
for three performances Halloween weekend.  

Photo courtesy Queens Theatre

Renee Taylor’s show may leave you wanting more 
TV star brings one-woman performance piece ‘My Life on a Diet’ to Queens Theatre

IF YOU GO
“My Life on a Diet”

When: Saturday, Oct. 
31, at 2 pm and 8 pm; 
Sunday, Nov. 1, at 2 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $25 - $35
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org
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PRODUCTIONS

“Abuse/Abuso” —  This production — 
presented in both English and Spanish 
versions — examines the Catholic Church sex 
abuse scandal through the prism of justice 
from man vs. justice from God. 
When: Through Oct. 25, in English Fridays 
at 8 pm and Saturdays at 3 pm; in Spanish 
Saturdays at 8 pm and Sundays at 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 41-17 
Greenpoint Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: $25
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

“The Importance of Being Earnest” — 
Subtitled “A Trivial Comedy for Serious 
People,” Oscar Wilde’s farce tweaks the 
social conventions of Victorian England. Oh, 
and is one of the funniest plays ever written. 
When: Oct. 23 - Nov. 8
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave., Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.titantheatrecompany.com

“Broadway Around the World: A Musical 
Revue” — Queens’ newest group, the Royal 
Star Theatre of ICC, presents a musical 
theater world tour. 

When: Oct. 23 -24, at 8 pm; Oct. 25 at 2 pm
Where: Immaculate Conception School 
Auditorium, 179-14 Dalny Road, Jamaica Estates
Cost: $15/donation
Contact: (718) 428-8681
Website: www.spotlightonstage.com/
RoyalStarTheatre.htm

“Mary’s Little Monster” — In this original 
play by the Ophelia Theatre Group, Lord Byron 
welcomes Percy Shelley, his wife Mary, her 
sister Claire and his personal doctor into his 
Swiss mansion for a gathering of emotional and 
intellectual discoveries. 
When: Oct. 23 through Nov. 8, Fridays-
Sundays at 8 pm
Where: Ophelia Theater, 21-12 30th Road, 
Astoria
Cost: $18, Sundays are pay-what-you-can 
performances
Contact: (951) 285-6467
Website: www.opheliatheatre.com

“Timeless, the Mystery of the Dark Water” 
— Black Spectrum Theatre’s artistic director Carl 
Clay has written this thriller that promises to keep 
audience members on the edge of their seats. 
When: Oct. 23 through Nov. 22
Where: Black Spectrum Theatre, 177 Baisley 
Blvd., St. Albans
Cost: $25

Continued on Page 48

TM

Saturday, Nov. 7, 10am–2pm
(rain or shine)

Sunnyside Greenmarket - Lou Lodati Playground
Skillman Avenue & 43rd Street

Queens, NY 11104

#pumpkinsmash2015
nyccompostproject@dsny.nyc.gov

nyc.gov/compostproject
NYC Recycles

Bring Pumpkins,  
Jack-o-Lanterns, and  

Gourds for a  
Smashing Good Time!

You smash them — and the NYC Compost 
Project will turn them into compost for  

City parks and green spaces.

Join us for refreshments, raffles, and more!

Can’t make it? 
Bring your pumpkins to a food scrap drop-off site.

For a map, visit on.nyc.gov/foodscrap-dropoffs.

Renée Taylor:
My Life on a Diet

Oct 31 - Nov 1, 2015
Saturday 2pm, 8pm
Sunday 3pm
Tickets from $25

www.queenstheatre.org
Box Office: 718.760.0064

“Miss Taylor is full of 
life, full of laughs, and 
takes you on a funny, 
intimate journey of her 
life. Her stories have 
substance, meaning, 
and are topical today.” 
—NY Theatre Guide
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Come join us for an old-fashioned 

@Douglaston_Manor  @Douglaston Manor  or The Douglaston Manor

Thurs., Nov. 26th from 1–6pm
Adults: $49pp+tax Kids (between 3 & 10 years old): $30pp+tax

Thanksgiving Dinner
at TUSCAN TABLE

Prosciutto, Salami, Capacollo, Roasted Peppers, Peperoncino, Soppressata, Artisan Bread & Bread Sticks, Fresh 
Mozzarella & Vine Ripened Tomato, Fontina, Provolone, Mediterranean Olive Medley, Marinated Mushrooms & 
Artichokes, Herb Grilled Vegetables, Bruschetta, Tortellini Pasta Salad, Three Bean Salad, Beet & Onion Salad

HOT BUFFET
Slow Roasted Turkey with Sage Gravy, Traditional Stuffi ng, Fresh Cranberry Orange Sauce, Mussels in Red Sauce, 
Stuffed Shells, Slice Stuffed Pork Loin with Apples & Raisins with Bourbon Glaze, Yams with Toasted Marshmallows, 

Sea Bass Stuffed with Crab Meat with Beurre Blanc Sauce, Herb Roasted Butternut Squash

MASHED POTATO BAR
Red Skinned Potato Mash with Sour Cream, Bacon, Cheddar, Parmesan Cheese, Gravy

CARVING STATIONS
Honey-Glazed Ham, Prime Rib with Rosemary Madeira Sauce

THE FAMOUS DOUGLASTON MANOR VIENNESE TABLE

Call for Reservations 718-224-8787
63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Douglaston

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors, 
have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful 

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor
@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd. 
Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787
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Contact: (718) 723-1800
Website: www.
blackspectrum.com

“Wait Until Dark” — In this 
new adaptation of the 1966 
thriller in which a blind woman 
is terrorized in her apartment 
by a trio of thugs, the setting is 
still Greenwich Village, but the 
time is the 1940s. Variations 
Theatre Group’s production will 
be the fi rst in New York City of 
the revised script. 
When: Oct. 30 - Nov. 14
Where: Chain Theatre, 21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18/general admission, 
$15/LIC residents, seniors 
and students
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.chain-theatre.
org

“A Midsummer’s Night 
Dream” — The Gingerbread 
Players present Shakespeare’s 
comedy about love, identity and 
fairies. 

When: Saturday, Nov. 7 and 
14, at 7:30 pm; Sunday, Nov. 8 
and 15, at 2:30 pm
Where: St. Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills
Cost: $12/suggested 
donation
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

“A Funny Thing Happened 
on the Way to the Forum” 
— Theatre by the Bay presents 
the Stephen Sondheim, Burt 
Shevelove and Larry Gelbart’s 
classic Broadway musical, which 
was inspired by the ancient 
Roman farces, and involves 
plenty of puns, slamming doors, 
cases of mistaken identity and 
Tony Award-winning tunes. 
When: Nov. 8 - Nov. 22, 
Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays 
at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, 13-00 209th 
St., Bayside
Cost: $22/adults, $20/
seniors and children
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

series of contemplative images of 
interiors and portraits of people 
engaged in their traditional way 
of life,” Winter said. In contrast, 
Vanderperre’s series on Xinji-
ang, a terminus of the Silk Road, 
showing bustling scenes of people 
in action, display the photogra-
pher’s talent for direct, spontane-
ous imagery.

As the talk got under way, 
Winters asked: “What is the ser-
endipity behind the process?”

Gilbert said it took her more 
than 60 years to realize that “you 
never go with expectations, be-
cause if you do, no matter what 
happens, you’re going to be very 
disappointed.”

She has visited more than 60 
countries during the past six de-
cades. Her new book, “The Silk 
Road: Then and Now” is the re-
sult of her travels throughout 
Turkey. Photographs from her re-
cent travels to Uzbekistan record 
the people and their traditional 
ways of life.

Vanderperre, a native of 
France, has lived and worked 
in New York since 1986, and is 
a member of the community of 
Getty photographers. As a “street 
photographer” he said what he’s 
looking for is “off the beaten 
track, places where culture is 
changing very rapidly.”  His man-
tra: “Follow your instinct. Follow 
your nose. Every trip is different, 
special.” 

Winters asked: Why are we 
fascinated with Central Asia and 
the Middle East, with everything 

going on in the world today? What 
is it about Muslim countries that 
draws us to them? 

“There’s so much negativ-
ity around Islam today,” Vander-
perre said. “In Muslim provinces 
of China, like Xinjiang, people 
are extremely welcoming and 

friendly, and the culture is so 
rich, so interesting.”

Gilbert agreed that wherever 
she traveled, people were very 
welcoming. “What I’m attracted 
to,” she said “is humanity, kind-
ness, warmth. And that these 
people care about life, family 
and connections and not about 
things.” 

That same interest in other 
cultures can be found elsewhere 
at Queens College. Many of its de-
partments have explored the his-
tory, technology, art and culture. 
of countries which are on the rise 
geopolitically and economically, 
according to Winters. Each year 
since 2010, the college has orga-
nized a “Year Of” an emerging 
country. “This is important for 
our students and communities,” 
she said.

So, what makes a great photo-
graph?

Pointing to one of her photos, 
Gilbert said it was emotional, 
intellectual, aesthetic. “Tak-
ing the ordinary and capturing 
what’s beautiful in that. For me, 
it’s memorable because it’s about 
life. Once in a while, I get a pic-
ture like this; this does it for me,” 
she said.

Vanderperre said “a good pho-
to tells a story. A great one also 
tells a story, but one that stays 
with you for a long time. In the 
life of a photographer, you can 
take many good photos, but very 
rarely take great ones.”

On-campus public programs 
will run throughout the exhibi-
tion. These will include lectures 
and music, dance, and theatre 
performances related to the col-
lege’s 2015–2016 Year of the Silk 
Roads. 

A website with all events and 
programs for the Year of the Silk 
Roads will be available soon 
on the Queens College website: 
qc.cuny.edu.queens 

crowned by a scattering 
of slivered sugar snap 
peas and microgreens.  
If you like sweet with-
out cloying, this is your 
dish.

The red wine and 
chipotle braised short 
ribs, on the other hand, 
are rib sticking with a 
kick.  

You’ll enjoy the same 
sublime cauliflower pu-
ree as with the scallops, 
but with pickled shal-
lots and a soul satisfying 
brown gravy.

Desserts here are un-
deniably house made, 
and comfortingly homey.  
None were overly sweet.  

The berry crumble 
combined luscious ber-
ries with mascarpone.   
The pecan bar also was 
topped with mascar-

pone.  The bread pudding 
didn’t quite reach perfec-
tion because of a few dry 
spots, but the slathering 
of gooey fudge sauce was 
sufficient to warrant for-
giveness.

The Bottom Line
Is a trend starting 

for celebrity chefs in 
Queens?  First there 
was Mu Ramen’s Jona-
than Smookler, a Korean 
adoptee raised by Jewish 
American parents who is 
something of a Queens 
culinary celebrity.  Now 
Ms. O’Connor, another 
Korean adoptee raised 
by Irish-American par-
ents seems to be achiev-
ing overnight stardom, 
in part because of her 
connections.  But even 
if O’Connor wasn’t pals 
with Lady Gaga, the 
Pomeroy would still 
rock.

Continued from Page 41 

Pomeroy
Appetizer choices at The Pomeroy include polenta fries (l-r), 
fried pickles and rice balls.  Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued from Page 39 

SILK ROAD

In another 2014 photograph from Xinjiang, China, Didier Vanderperre captured 
this image of a broom seller.  Photo courtesy Didier Vanderperre

This photograph by Didier Vanderperre is from the Kashgar cattle market in 
Xinjiang, China in 2014.  Photo courtesy Didier Vanderperre

IF YOU GO
“Along the Silk Roads”

When: Through Dec. 15
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College, 405 
Klapper Hall, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: www.gtmuseum.org

Theater
Continued from Page 46 
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Kids Architecture Workshop at the Queens Museum

Queens Museum, Flushing Meadows Corona Park, Queens, NY 11368 • T 718 592 9700

Saturday, October 24th, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm • Free with Museum Admission

Join AIA Queens Chapter and the Queens Museum
for an Architectural Design Workshop geared
toward children ages 5 to 12.  

 Activities include:
  • Coloring Activity
  • Popsicle Stick Bridge Model Making
  • LEGO Architectural Creativity
  • Exhibit of projects designed
     by local Queens Architects

All workshop participants will be
entered into a raffl e to win prizes

Children’s Halloween 
Parade — Queens Botanical 
Garden holds its fi rst costume 
parade for children ages 3 to 
10. Costumed kids will march 
through the garden’s main 
grounds. Don’t forget to bring 
a trick-or-treat bag. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from noon - 4 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, 
$2/students with ID and 
children over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Cido’s Birthday 
Spooktacular — Celebrate 
Halloween and Cido the 
Clown’s birthday with a 
costume contest, magic show, 
music and birthday cake.
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from noon - 4 pm
Where: Forest Park 
Carousel, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Dead or Alive in Rocket 
Park— Spend Halloween 
at the New York Hall of 
Science where you can make 
traditional Oaxacan Day of the 
Dead paper cutouts, create 
a box monster and grab a 
creepy crawly snack at the 
Bug Café.  Don’t miss the 
NYSCI’s catapult Chuck as he 
tosses pumpkins into the air 
at 1 pm and 3 pm.
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from noon - 4 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., 
Corona
Cost: $15/adults, $12/
seniors, students with ID and 
children ages 2 - 17
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Bayside Village Halloween 
Family Fun Day — The Bayside 
BID plans an afternoon of 
rides, contests, a pumpkin 
patch and a dance contest.
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from noon - 5 pm
Where: 41st Avenue between 
Bell Boulevard and 213th 
Street, Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 423-2434

Website: www.
baysidevillage.net

Hocus Pocus in the Park— 
Head to Fantasy Forest to 
celebrate Halloween with 
a costume contest, candy 
giveaways, raffl es and more.
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from 3 pm - 7 pm
Where: Fantasy Forest 
Amusement Park, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free, but there is a 
fee to ride the carousel and 
other attractions. 
Contact: (718) 788-2676
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Halloween Festival at 
Flushing Town Hall— Wear 
your costume and take part 
in mask-making workshops, 
pumpkin piñatas, ghost 
stories and Halloween treats. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 31, 
from 3 pm - 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Continued from Page 42 
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STREET FAIRSTREET FAIR
         THE COLLEGE POINT

14th Ave to 20th Ave - College Point Blvd.

It’s Back!
 SUNDAY - OCT. 25th

FREE RIDESALL DAY
FREE RIDESALL DAY

12 AM TO 5:45 PM
FOR THE KIDS 11 YRS & YOUNGER!

SPONSORED BY:
Elected Officials:
Assemblyman Mike Simanowitz
Council Member Paul Vallone
Senator Tony Avella

Newspapers:
Queens Chronicle
Queens Courier
Times/Ledger Group

Businesses/Organizations

GAMES
RIDES

VENDORS
FOOD

FREE
CHILD ID’s

Provided by
The Free
Masons

Every Child Should Have 
One... 

Seniors Too!

For info Call
Meteor Festivals:

718-444-6028

PLEASE TELL THE SPONSORS 
THANK YOU!

THIS
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construction work being done 
on Runway 22 that directly 
affects residents of Jackson 
Heights and its surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

When that runway is out of 
commission for construction 
projects on weekend morn-
ings, planes fly directly over 
Jackson Heights. State Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
pointed out that every Satur-
day and Sunday between 6 
a.m.and 9 a.m., an average of 
160 planes fly above Jackson 
Heights.

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) called the constant 
noise more than just a nui-
sance for local residents. 

“It may actually have a det-
rimental impact on health,” he 
said. “The time has come for 
solutions that put the needs of 
residents first.”

Several in the audience 
suggested the projects on Run-
way 22, which include paving 
and maintenance, begin after 
9 a.m. as opposed to the cur-
rent 6 a.m. start time.

“We need quieter skies,” 
said Peralta, who hosted the 
meeting. “These are the hours 

when we are trying to get some 
rest after a long week at work. 
This is a decades-old problem, 
but in the last few years, there 
has clearly been an increase in 
airplane noise and complaints 
in Jackson Heights. One hears 
the thundering noise from air-
craft jet engines several times 
on a daily basis, and at times, 
it feels as if the jets are about 
to land on 37th Avenue. This 
clearly has a negative impact 
on our quality of life.”

State Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurt), who lives and works 
along the flight path to La-
Guardia, said, “I’m grateful 
that we had the opportunity to 
allow the community to voice 
their concerns to the Port Au-
thority. And I’m very happy 
that the Port Authority lis-
tened to our concerns.” 

Many in the crowd said 
they feared the situation would 
get worse when the runway is 
extended during the upcoming 
multibillion-dollar LaGuar-
dia reconstruction. Larger 
airplanes will be able to land 
at LaGuardia, ones with four 
engines instead of the current 
two-engine planes.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) said, for the 
first time publicly, that he 
would reintroduce an updated 

Silent Skies Act in Congress. 
When Crowley introduced the 
original legislation at LaGuar-
dia Airport’s Marine Air Ter-
minal in December 2013,  he 
demanded the FAA require 
newly developed Stage 4 qui-
eter engines. Since then Stage 
5 quieter engines have been 
developed.

“The Silent Skies Act 
will require older, noisier 
airplanes to be phased out.” 
Crowley said. “It will also re-
quire the FAA to adopt newly 
developed noise standards 
for all new airplane designs. 
While these planes can never 
be truly silent, making their 
engines quieter will go a long 
way toward providing the re-
lief our residents deserve.”

Crowley also said he would 
co-sponsor U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng’s legislation, announced 
Oct. 2, that would require 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to take the lead 
in combatting aircraft noise 
over the borough, as well as af-
fected communities across the 
country. The Flushing Demo-
crat charged that the FAA 
had “failed the residents of 
Queens” when she introduced 
her Quiet Communities Act of 
2015.

embodiment of civic respon-
sibility,” she said. “He was 
so generous and compas-
sionate and he gave so much 
of his personal time — time 
he could have spent with his 
family —  to make Astoria 
the special place it is today 
and to educating his neigh-
bors about Greek culture. 
His contributions to Astoria 
are immeasurable.”

Members of the Syntilas 
family, including his wife 
Rita, were at the ceremony. 

“He embodies all the char-
acter traits of a fine human 
being,” she said. “He always 
said ‘you cannot correct soci-
ety, but you can teach by set-

ting a good example.”
His daughter Vaya choked 

back tears while members of 
the Greek-American Hom-
eowners Association and the 
community group Athens 
Square, Inc. paid homage. 

“Community wasn’t an 
extracurricular activity for 
him,” she said. “It was his 
duty.”

After the remembrance, 
the crowd filed out of Athens 
Square Park and went to the 
corner of 30th Avenue and 
30th Street to unveil the new 
street sign.

“It will mean a lot to 
his family,” Simotas said. 
“They’ll always know how 
important the man was 
whenever they see this street 
named for him.”

Redevelopment of the Port 
Authority, said. 

Former TWA employees 
wore their old uniforms and 
visitors dressed in ’60s-era 
attire were among those who 
attended the tour of the neo-
futuristic building. 

“The last time I was in 
this building was 2001,” Mar-
lene Zupke, a former TWA 
flight attendant, said. “It is 

so unique and we didn’t real-
ize what we had until much 
later.” 

Tyler Morse, chief execu-
tive for MCR Development, 
said the two hotel towers will 
be designed to blend into the 
seminal building.

 “We are dedicated to re-
maining respectful to the 
mid-century modern design,” 
he said. 

The ground-breaking for 
the project is expected to take 
place in the summer of 2016 
and the hotel is scheduled to 
open in 2018.

On the pre-K curriculum, 
Fariña said that the current 
curriculum is one of the most 
rigorous the city has ever 
seen.

“The most important part 
is language development—
what you want from a 4-year-
old is to love learning and 
talking because they want to 
come to school and they want 
to talk about what they are 
learning.”

Fariña said the Depart-
ment of Education has hired 
over a dozen new physical 
education teachers and it 
has also created specialized 
training for English-as-a-sec-
ond-language teachers and 
special education teachers. 

“We have to be creative, 
you don’t need a big gym for 
zumba or yoga,” she said. 
“For special needs, the train-
ing needs to be specialized in 
areas such as autism. Not ev-
ery issue can be dealt with in 
the same way.” 

Fariña said there were 

second-language middle 
school students who do not 
speak English and have not 
any schooling.

“They have never gone 
to school or some come from 
war-torn countries,” she 
said. 

For parents looking into 
high school for their children, 
Fariña suggested exploring 
schools she called “hidden 
gems,” She said sometimes a 
school had a negative reputa-
tion many years ago, but that 
does not mean the school has 
not improved. 

“Don’t always look at the 
same four schools everyone 
else is looking at—a school 
closer to you might surprise 
you.”

Sandra Knight from 
Queens Village, whose two 
children attend neighbor-
hood public schools, said it 
was an informative town 
hall meeting and that issues 
with the education system 
stemmed from the city and 
state, not Fariña,

“As parents, it’s up to us 
to make the noise, so that she 
can make things happen for 
our children.”

mates on staff rose 46 percent, 
while incidents of force by uni-
formed employees on inmates 
increased 27 percent, the anal-
ysis said.

“With costs per inmate 
that are twice as high as many 
other cities, it is clear the situ-
ation at New York City jails 
is completely out of hand,” 
Stringer concluded.

City Hall pointed out that 
both cost and violence have in-
deed been rising steadily since 
2008, before de Blasio and Cor-
rection Commissioner Joseph 
Ponte’s tenures. Use of force 
with serious injuries declined 
3.4 percent while use of force 
with no injuries increased, 
reflecting Ponte’s emphasis 
on de-escalation training and 
better response protocols, City 
Hall officials said. 

“Meaningful reform takes 
time, and we are confident the 
commissioner is creating safer 
and more supportive jails for 
our staff and inmates alike—

even as DOC grapples with an 
increasingly difficult popula-
tion,” de Blasio spokeswoman 
Monica Klein said.

While the inmate popu-
lation is the lowest in three 
decades, officials said the 
percentage of inmates with a 
mental health diagnosis has 
been on the rise for years, to 
41 percent in 2015 compared to 
38 percent the year before. The 
percentage of DOC inmates 
with gang affiliations has also 
risen, to 11.8 percent from 8.2 
percent the year before.

Meanwhile, court papers 
filed by Public Advocate Le-
titia James revealed that 116 
allegations of sexual abuse at 
Rikers Island were not report-
ed to the NYPD last year. Of 
those, 61 were allegedly abuse 
by jail staffers.

There were also 28 separate 
incidents of rape reported at 
the jail last year. The city De-
partment of Health and Men-
tal Hygiene, which oversees 
health care on Rikers Island, 
alerted the Department of Cor-
rection to the allegations, but 
the DOC passed along only two 
misdemeanor sex assaults to 

the NYPD, according to court 
papers.

“I have petitioned the Board  
of Correction to begin formal 
rule-making to better protect 
inmates from sexual violence, 
and they must start tackling 
this problem with the urgency 
it deserves,” James said.

An official said the DOC 
follows NYPD procedures in 
investigating sexual allega-
tions and reports all such al-
legations to the NYPD. A DOC 
spokesman said Ponte has 
“zero tolerance for any sex-
ual harassment or violence” 
against staff or inmates. The 
DOC is also working to comply 
with the Prison Rape Elimi-
nation Act of 2003, enacted by 
Congress to address the prob-
lem of sexual abuse of people 
in the custody of U.S. correc-
tional agencies.

As far as staff-on-inmate al-
legations, City Hall said there 
is a protocol. These cases are 
sent to the Department of 
Investigations, which deter-
mines whether or not to report 
the allegations to the NYPD.

Continued from Page 1 

Rikers
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Farina
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TWA
Continued from Page 1 

Air noise
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Syntilas

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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LEASING A 1999 OR NEWER NON-GM VEHICLE? 
SAVE $1,500 OFF A NEW CHEVROLET LEASE OR PURCHASE

Must show proof of current lease.  On select passenger or light duty trucks. Offer is transferable in household. Vehicle does not need to be traded in.  See dealer for details.

�
NO

 HIDDEN FEES    �NO GIMMICKS    

�
NO  F U Z Z Y F I N E  P R INT    

 

240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362 • www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

EAST HILLS CHEVY 
DOUGLASTON 866-805-1884

Stk# T0149, Reference# 19559, Auto, 1.8L V4, 
OnStar, WiFi, Power Windows/Locks. 7 Available!

2016 CHEVROLET CRUZE LS

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $39/month with $1,500 Conquest Rebate. 24-month 
closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 miles 

per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $99 or $39 1st 
payment, $995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, 

tags and MV fees. Total Lease Payments: $2,376

MSRP ............................................... $20,020
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $1,021
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$3,003

$15,996 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ... - $1,500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$14,496

$99 /MONTH 
LEASE

Stk# Inbound, Reference# 19580, Auto, 3.6L V6, 8 
Way Power Drivers Seat, Onstar. 6 Available!

2016 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LS

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $159/month with $1,500 Conquest Rebate. 24-month 
closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 miles 
per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $219 or $159 1st 
payment, $1,895 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, 

tags and MV fees. Total Lease Payments: $5,256

MSRP ............................................... $32,650
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $1,611
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$1,250

$29,789 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ... - $1,500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$28,289

$219 /MONTH 
LEASE

Stk# S1359, Reference# 19560, Auto, 2.5L V4, 
Remote Start, Rear Park Assist, WiFi. 7 Available!

2015 CHEVROLET MALIBU LS

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $89/month with $1,500 Conquest Rebate. 24-month 
closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 miles 
per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $139 or $89 1st 
payment, $1,995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, 

tags and MV fees. Total Lease Payments: $3,336

MSRP ............................................... $24,410
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $1,411
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$3,662

$19,337 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ... - $1,500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$17,837

$139 /MONTH 
LEASE

Stk# S16315, Reference# 19578, Auto, 5.3L V8, Black Out 
Edition, Onstar, trailer Package, Bed Liner. 4 Available!

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $219/month with $500 Conquest Rebate. 
39-month closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1 approved credit. 

10,000 miles per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $259 
or $219 1st payment, $1,995 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank 

Fee plus tax, tags and MV fees. Total Lease Payments: $10,101

MSRP ............................................... $40,130
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $2,631
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$3,750

$33,749 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ...... - $500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$33,249

$259/MONTH 
LEASE

Stk# T0180, Reference# 19579, Auto, 2.4L V4, AM/FM, 
8 Way Power Driver Seat, OnStar, WiFi, 20 Available!

2016 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $99/month with $1,500 Conquest Rebate. 24-month 
closed-end lease through GM Financial with Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 miles 
per year, $0.25 mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $159 or $99 1st 
payment, $2,495 down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, 

tags and MV fees. Total Lease Payments: $3,816

MSRP ............................................... $28,990
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $1,123
FACTORY REBATE: .......................... -$4,348

$23,519 Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE ... - $1,500
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$22,019

$159 /MONTH 
LEASE

Stk# S1504, Reference# 19593, Auto, 5.3L V8, Roof 
Rack Cross Rails. 1 Available!

2015 CHEVROLET TAHOE LS 4X4

- OR BUY FOR -

ADDITIONAL REBATES • DO YOU QUALIFY?

Or $399/month with $2,000 Conquest Rebate. 39-month closed-end lease 
through GM Financial with Tier 1 approved credit. 10,000 miles per year, $0.25 
mileage overcharge. Due at Lease Signing = $449 or $399 1st payment, $3,995 
down payment, $0 Security Deposit, $595 Bank Fee plus tax, tags and MV fees. 

Total Lease Payments: $17,511

MSRP ............................................... $52,105
EAST HILLS REBATE: ...................... - $6,110

$45,995Plus tax, 
tags & 
MV fees.

FACTORY LEASE CONQUEST REBATE -$2,000
PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES ..$43,995

$449/MONTH 
LEASE

PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES .. 17,837

SILVERADO 15002015 
CHEVROLET

PRICE WITH ADDITIONAL REBATES .. 14,496

DOUBLE CAB 4X4

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want. 
Synthetic & Diesel Oil Changes Additional.

Members-Only Parts & 
Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

Service Loaner
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

Drop-Off Valet
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH EVERY VEHICLE:

EXCLUSIVE

Pricing excludes tax , title and MV fees. All discounts, rebates & incentives are included in pricing. All financing is subject to credit approval. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and tear. Prices subject to change without notice due to 
manufacturers programs. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Residency restrictions apply. Prior sales excluded. Must qualify with Tier 1 credit approval to receive ad specials. Must take same day 

delivery from dealer stock. Must present ad to receive special discounts. All ad cars on first come basis. Douglaston DMV #7105766 and DCA #1279637. Offers expires 11/2/15.

SPOILYOU
WAY!EAST HILLS

let us the



Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Missing the postseason 
last year didn’t sit well with a 
Francis Lewis program that 
has traditionally been one of 
the best in the city. Fueled 
by that failure to produce 
results, the Patriots are now 
back among the elite teams. 

“That really put us down 
a lot,” senior midfielder An-
drew Sepulveda said. “We 
had to pick our heads up and 
realize Lewis isn’t like this 
and we have to really go for 
this.” 

Francis Lewis solidified 
and validated its superb sea-
son with a 3–1 home win over 
defending PSAL city cham-
pion Aviation last Saturday 
in a battle of Queens division 
leaders. The victory put the 
Patriots in the driver’s seat 
to claim its first league title 

since 2012 and a top-tier seed 
in the upcoming playoffs with 
one game remaining. Lewis 
has not lost since a season 
opening defeat to Bayside.  

“I feel like this was the 
most important match of the 
season, especially because 
they are the division champs 
and it was a home game,” Sep-
ulveda said. 

His club picked up the key 
victory, thanks to three goals 
in a matter of six minutes in 
the opening half. Lewis broke 
through on a pretty combina-
tion passing play. First-year 
junior Sebastian Rincon Bal-
len crossed the ball to Stama-
tis Amvrosiatos in the box. 
He quickly pushed it to Sep-
ulveda on the right side for a 
score to the roof of the goal in 
the 11th minute. 

Four minutes later, Rincon 
Ballen scored to the top left 

BY BRANDON MAUK
 
There are still a few weeks 

left until the start of the CHSFL 
playoffs, but Christ the King’s 
battle for first place against 
Xavier felt like a champion-
ship game and it ended that 
way.

The Royals scored on a 19-
yard touchdown pass from 
David Navas to Alex Miranda 
with 10 seconds left to com-
plete a come-from-behind 21-15 
victory over Xavier in a game 
between unbeaten Class AA 
teams last Saturday at Frank-
lin K. Lane. It was the same 
play CK used to beat Fordham 
Prep late in its season opener. 
This was the first win for 
Christ the King over Xavier 
since 1996.

“We don’t underestimate 
any opponent, and they played 
a hard game,” Navas said. “We 
thought about this game as a 
championship game, down-to-
the-wire fourth quarter, vic-
tory.”

Christ the King, which 
trailed 15-8 in the third quar-
ter, got the ball back at its own 
8-yard line, following a huge 
sack by its defense with just 
over four minutes to play.

Navas began the drive by 
finding Tosin OyeKanmi for 
32 yards down to the CK 40. On 
third and 21 from Xavier’s 46, 
OyeKanmi picked up 18 yards 
and then five to convert on 
fourth and three. It set up a 
last minute chance for the Roy-
als to win the game. Miranda 
fought off the defensive back 
in the end zone to haul in the 
winning touchdown.

“I guess my quarterback 
has a lot of confidence in me,” 
Miranda said. “I’m happy he 
does, because he was able to 
put the ball in front of me and 
allowed me to run,”

The Royals’ success in the 
air came after a simple switch 
in the offensive scheme. Xavi-
er (5-1, 5-1) suffocated the Roy-
als’ running game early on, so 
CK head coach Jason Brown 

decided to allowed Navas to 
fire away. Navas threw three 
touchdown passes, the last two 
to Miranda, and did not turn 
the ball over.

“That’s what we do. That’s 
the type of team that we are,” 
Miranda said. “We adapt to 
whatever we have to adapt to.”

After a quiet first quarter, 
Xavier got on the board in the 
second quarter when running 
back Michael Chiarovano 
scored on a 1-yard run.

Christ the King (6-0, 5-0) im-
mediately responded when it 
opened up the passing game..

“We were getting pounded 
on the run, our guys weren’t 
holding their blocks,” Brown 
said. “We had to open the field 
and pass it a lot more.”

The switch paid off, and 
CK’s offense took off in the 
second quarter. It got a 40-yard 
touchdown strike from Navas 
to OyeKanmi and a two-point 
conversion run by OyeKanmi 
that put Christ the King up 8-7 
going into halftime.

After the break, Chiaro-
vano capped another Xavier 
scoring drive with a 7-yard 
run and 2-point conversion to 
put his team back on top 15-8.

Xavier attempted to turn 
back Christ the King’s run-
ning game, and a 9-yard loss 
set up third and 19 from CK’s 
15. It didn’t matter because Na-
vas connected with Miranda 
for a 25-yard reception. After 
another big stop for a loss by 
Xavier, Navas threw down 
field to Miranda, who broke 
loose for a 67-yard touchdown 
to tie the score at 15-15.

“My receivers tell me ‘I got 
your back’,” Navas said. “I can 
make the throw. I have a great 
arm.”

It was a precursor to what 
was to come in the final sec-
onds of an intense, emotional 
victory for the Royals that puts 
them alone in first place.

“It’s a big victory, but we’ve 
just got to keep on moving,” 
Brown said. “We’re looking for 
a bigger chip.”Continued on Page 57

Christ the King's Alex Miranda pulls in the winning touchdown against 
Xavier.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Thomas Mastoras (l.) of Francis Lewis battles Aviation's Stanley 
Sanchez for the ball. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Royals stay unbeaten
Late touchdown gives CK a big win over Xavier 

Elite Francis Lewis 
rolls past Aviation



54    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, OCT. 23–29, 2015 BT FT TL

SPORTS

WE HAVE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

1.9%
PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED SALES

EVENT!

$AVEBIG BUCKS NOW
DURING OUR...

Hunting for a Good Deal? Look N

2012 HONDA ACCORD EX
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

28K MILES #22666T

$14,995

2010 INFINITI FX35 AWD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF., 

AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 80K MILES #2274T

$18,995

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

60,466 MILES #22710

$9,995
2005 INFINITI FX35

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
73K MILES #22662T

$10,995

2008 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

50K MILES #22743T

$11,995

2005 TOYOTA TACOMA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

91K MILES #22600T

$10,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA LIMITED

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
38K MILES #22716T

$27,995

2014 TOYOTA SIENNA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

29K MILES #22597T

$17,995

2006 TOYOTA RAV4
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, SNRF.,
AM/FM, CD, LTHR., 120K MILES #22616T

$8,995

2013 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD, 

17K MILES #22598T

$26,995

2011 NISSAN FRONTIER
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

32K MILES #22617T

$21,995
MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 

ALL OFFERS END 11/3/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

BAD CREDIT?
GIVE US A CHANCE

...TO HELP YOU GET FINANCED
CALL LIZ @ 718-445-2525

LEATHER

CLEAN

NAVIGATION

FULLY 
LOADED

2007 HONDA CIVIC SI
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

87K MILES #22689T

$9,995
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SPORTS

No Further...Great Deals in Sight!

www.StarToyota.net

718-445-2525

2012 TOYOTA VENZA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

9K MILES #22746

$21,995

2012 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4WD
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

94K MILES #22290T

$28,995

2009 TOYOTA COROLLA
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

38K MILES #22618T

$10,995

2004 TOYOTA COROLLA  
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

79K MILES #22318T

$6,995

2009 TOYOTA HUGHLANDER
AUTO, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

37K MILES #22757T

$17,995

2013 FORD FUSION 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, 

26K MILES #22441T

$16,995

WE WANT YOUR

TRADE!
We Speak Spanish, 
Chinese & Korean

MUST FINANCE THROUGH DEALER. PRICES EXCLUDE TAX, TITLE, DEALER & MV FEES. MUST TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY FROM DEALER FROM STOCK, NO PRIOR DEALS ARE APPLICABLE. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONISBLE FOR TYPO ERRORS. 
ALL OFFERS END 11/3/15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS LIC#0923677 FID#7071878

2010 HYUNDAI SANTA FE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

70K MILES #22762T

$11,995

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY HYBRID
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

83K MILES #22577T

$11,995

2014 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

10K MILES #22722T

$16,995

2008 NISSAN ROGUE
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT,  AM/FM, CD, 

117K MILES #22369T

$8,995
2012 TOYOTA CAMRY

AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,
55K MILES #22611T

$12,995

10K MILES

2014 TOYOTA VENZA 
AUTO, AC, PS/PB, PW, PDL, CC, TILT, AM/FM, CD,

29K MILES #22621T

$28,995

LIMITED CERTIFIED
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Durand Johnson didn’t go 
as far as calling it his team, 
but there is little doubt it will 
be. 

“I’ve always had the lead-
er mindset anyway,” the St. 
John’s graduate student guard 
said. “Living in the projects, I 
always wanted to lead.” 

The Pittsburgh transfer 
and Baltimore native has al-
ready taken a major leadership 

role as one of the team’s veter-
an players. If you are looking 
for a kid to root for early on, or 
a story to cling to, then look no 
further than Johnson.

The 6-foot-6 guard has 
waited two years for his sec-
ond chance. Johnson missed 
half of his junior season with 
a torn ACL and was suspended 
all of last year by Panthers 
coach Jamie Dixon for a viola-
tion of team rules. He is eager 
to put that behind him and for 
a new beginning. 

“I feel like there is a point 
in your life where if things 
aren’t working out you have 
to move on and see what other 
doors open for you,” Johnson 
said. “I’m ready to move on 
now. I’m at St. John’s. I have a 

new team.”
He also has a fan base 

looking for someone new to 
cheer for after the gradua-
tion of D’Angelo Harrison, 
Sir’Dominic Pointer and Phil 
Greene IV from last year’s 
NCAA tournament team. 
He’s chomping at the bit to get 
back on the court for real and 
to hear the crowd roaring for 
him once more. 

“I’m hungry to get back out 
there more than anything,” 
Johnson said. “I’m not even fo-
cusing on how it’s my last shot. 
I’m hungry and I am ready to 
go.”

That eagerness and energy 
has been infectious amongst 
his teammates. Red Storm 
coach Chris Mullin talked 
about how Johnson is using it 
all in the right way. He is the 
guy who picks up the other 
players when a practice is get-
ting sluggish or sloppy. They 
are following his lead. 

“He is competitive in the 
right way,” Mullin said. “He 
is a hard worker. He leads by 
example. “

Johnson is also a produc-
tive player. He averaged 8.8 
points, 40.5 percent shooting 
from the field and a career-
best 85.3 percent at the free-
throw line while playing 19.8 
minutes a contest as a sopho-
more at Pitt before his sea-
son was cut short. Putting up 
strong numbers for this year’s 
Johnnies will make him easy 
to root for

There are plenty of tal-
ented freshmen who will be 
in Queens a lot longer than 
Johnson. St. John’s fans will 
have plenty of time to cheer 
for them. Johnson gets one 
more opportunity to have the 
crowd behind him and a sec-
ond chance that he is already 
making good on. 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Being picked by the coach-
es to finish last in the Big 
East didn’t faze St. John’s. 
Instead, the new-look Red 
Storm men’s basketball team 
displayed a quiet confidence 
as they prepared to start 
their season with an exhibi-
tion game against St. Thomas 
Aquinas Nov. 4 at Carnesecca 
Arena.

“If we are working hard, 
it will show when it is time 
to show,” graduated student 
guard Durand Johnson said. 

It was not unexpected that 
the Johnnies would be 10th 
out of the 10 teams in the Big 
East, considering it returns 
just three players, none of 
whom saw significant play-
ing time, from last season’s 
NCAA tournament team. 
The Red Storm roster under 
first-year coach Chris Mul-
lin features eight underclass-
men. He doesn’t plan on us-
ing their ranking as any type 
of rallying cry. 

“I think if you have to do 
that, especially this early in 
the season, you are missing 
something,” Mullin said. 
“We’ve got work to do.”

He pointed to the team’s 
preparation as the reason the 
players feel confident in what 
they can accomplish when 
it is time to take the court. 
Senior guard Felix Balamou 

spoke about how the new 
coaching staff has focused 
on discipline and how things 
are more clearly regimented. 
Mullin said he didn’t even 
know the coaches voted for 
the poll, which put Villanova 
in the top spot for a second-
straight year. 

“Well maybe they can take 
it out on them,” he said. 

Balamou, Johnson and 
graduate student transfer 
Ron Mvouika are expected 
to play key roles along with 
returnees Amar Alibegovic 
and Christian Jones. Mar-
cus LoVett, Kassoum Yakwe, 
Yakuba Sima, Malik Ellison 
and Fedrico Mussini high-
light a talented freshmen 
class. They understand the 
situation they are in.

“I don’t really pay atten-
tion to preseason stuff and, 
quite frankly, it wouldn’t 
change what we are going 
to do tomorrow at practice,” 
Mullin said. “That’s where 
we are at. We are rebuild-
ing.”

Johnson can’t wait to 
showcase what he and his 
teammates have been work-
ing on. Balamou simply 
smiled and nodded when 
asked if the team was taking 
a “wait and see” approach. 

“I’m very confident,” 
Johnson said. “We have a lot 
of underrated guys.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

St. John’s men’s basketball coach Chris Mullin shrugged off his team 
being picked to finish last in the Big East. Photo by Gina Palermo

St. John's Durand Johnson goes up for a jump shot during a scrimmage. 
Photo by Gina Palermo

SJU not shaken 
by last-place pick

Budding leader Johnson 
should be a hit with fans
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corner after running onto a through 
ball by Gabriel Perez. Thomas Mas-
troras capped the spurt and made the 
score 3-0 by converting a penalty kick 
in the 17th minute after Christopher 
Thomas was taken down in the box by 
Aviation sweeper Jeffery Gad. Scor-
ing in bunches is something Lewis 
(8-1-1) has done this season. It scored 
four second-half goals against Benja-
min Cardozo.

“When these guys are jelling or 
playing well together, they can beat 
any team,” Patriots coach Roger Sar-
muksnis said.

Aviation (10-1-0) finally woke up 
after falling behind and got the better 
of the play for the final 20 minutes of 
the half. The Flyers saw Angel Serra-
no score in the 33rd minute to make 
it 3-1. 

They might have scored more if 
it hadn’t been for the stellar play of 
Lewis keeper Ilia Loukissas, who re-

placed freshman keeper Mohammad 
Mashriqi after the opening loss to 
Bayside. He made a diving stop to his 
right on a shot by Serrano and later 
punched a ball over the crossbar. 

“He’s really come a long way as a 
goalie for us,” Sarmuksnis said.

Aviation coach Mario Cotumac-
cio wasn’t surprised by his team’s 
lackluster effort. He could sense 
something was off at practice on Fri-
day and warned his players that they 
could be headed for their first defeat. 
He couldn’t pinpoint why this group 
didn’t respond.    

“I just don’t know where my boys 
were today, obviously in the first half 
they weren’t here at Francis Lewis 
High School,” he said. “Physically 
they were here, but mentally they 
weren’t.” 

Lewis, on the other hand, is locked 
and believes beating Aviation will 
earn then the respect they deserve 
again.   

“We are starting to make a name 
for ourselves,” Rincon Ballen said. 
“We beat the defending champs.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The Red Storm’s women’s basket-
ball team has gotten used to being at 
the top of the Big East in the preseason 
poll. Being there in March, however, 
would mean a whole lot more. 

St. John’s, which was picked sec-
ond by the conference’s coaches be-
hind two-time defending champion 
DePaul, lost in the Big East title game 
two years ago and in the conference 
semifinals last season. This season, 
their goal is to bring the program its 
first title since 1988 and return to the 
NCAA tournament after its string of 
five straight appearances was snapped 
last year. 

“It’s something that our players 
have been used to and our program 
has become accustomed to,” St. John’s 
coach Joe Tartamella said. “At the 
same time, though, you want to be 
there at the end and you want to win 
the league.”

His club will attempt to do that 
armed with one of the nation’s best 
backcourts, made up of seniors Ali-
yyah Handford and Danaejah Grant. 
Handford was selected as the pre-
season conference player of the year 
and Grant was a member of the pre-

season first team. Handford averaged 
19.3 points per game, 6.5 rebounds and 
was second on the team in assists.

“It means a lot to me,” Handford 
said of being picked as player of the 
year. “I feel like my teammates have 
gotten me to this point. They helped 
me out last year to get here.”

One teammate the Red Storm is 
happy to have back is senior forward 
Sandra Udobi, who missed her en-
tire junior year because of an injury. 
Tartamella said Udobi is shooting 
the ball better than ever before. She, 
along with Jade Walker, has big shoes 
to fill with the graduation of Amber 
Thompson, the team’s all-time leading 
rebounder. 

“She is going to play a big part on 
our team,” Handford said of Udobi. “I 
feel like she is going to be the icing on 
the cake.”

St. John’s, which also returns guard 
Aaliyah Lewis, hopes to celebrate a 
Big East title, but knows that teams 
like DePaul, Villanova, Creighton and 
Seton Hall will stand in its way.   

“Everyone is trying to unseat De-
Paul,” Tartmella said. “They are the 
ones who have won it. We are happy to 
be there, but we want to make sure we 
jump up a spot and win the league.” 

St. John's guard Aliyyah Handford, seen here entering the arena during the Tipoff event. 
Photo by Gina Palermo

For Red Storm women, 
a title is within reach

Francis Lewis
Continued from Page 53

For more hyper-local Queens news
 on your computer, smartphone, 
or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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