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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
Days before Hurricane Joaquin was 

forecast to hit the city’s shores, state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo’s (D-Howard 
Beach) phone started ringing. It was his 
constituents, calling to say they were 
ready with packed bags and a evacua-
tion plan. 

“They had packed to-go bags and 
they wanted the most recent evacua-
tion plan,” Addabbo said. “Mentally and 
physically my people were ready and it 

was good to get a call from the mayor, 
the governor, and everyone involved to 
tell me they were ready, too.”  

Oct. 29 marks the third anniversa-
ry of when Hurricane Sandy  wreaked 
havoc across the city and the recovery 
process has made major progress since 
2012.  

The city’s Build it Back program has 
made large strides in giving back an es-
timated $100 million to Sandy-affected 
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BY TOM MOMBERG

A near-fatal horseback 
accident in Honduras that 
left Adrian Ehrler, 15, with 
a damaged windpipe and 
brain trauma turned into 
a miraculous medical suc-
cess story after he came to 
Queens to seek better cor-

rective care.
Ehrler, who has a love 

for horseback riding and 
horse jumping competi-
tion, was carried a half 
mile by his brother after 
the accident, seeking medi-
cal attention. 

Doctors in his home 
country inserted a breath-

ing tube down the young 
man’s windpipe as they 
treated him while he was 
comatose for his injuries. 
But the breathing tube 
they used was too large, 
causing severe damage to 
Ehrler’s trachea and even-
tually compromising his 

BY MADINA TOURE

Community Board 7 and the 
Flushing BID have expressed 
reservations about the upcom-
ing Q44 Bronx-Flushing-Jamaica 
Select Bus Service route project, 
which the city Department of 
Transportation says has already 
started. 

A DOT spokesman said the 
agency started to install white 
lane markings for the bus lanes 
two weeks ago and that it expects 
the red paint for “Only Bus” lanes 
to begin in the next two weeks.

The spokesman said a bus lane 
will be installed on Main Street 
between 60th Avenue and 41st Av-
enue/Kissena Boulevard and that 
the DOT and the MTA expect the 
project to be completed this fall. 

BY BILL PARRY

Just two days after NYPD Officer Randolph 
Holder was shot and killed, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
called for two key changes to state law to better 
ensure that dangerous defendants are not re-

Mayor wants dangerous 
criminals to be detained

 Build It Back plan 
cuts thick red tape 
for Breezy Pointers

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 10

Honduran gets life-saving care

Three years after Sandy homes under repair

The annual “Woofside” Halloween Parade in Woodside 
is drawing nearly 100 doggie-owner dress-up teams. 
Our favorite this year: Celia Montgomery as King 
Kong and Olivia as Faye Wray.   Photo by Julie Weissman

(516) 974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS 
SERVING QUEENS AND THE ENTIRE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE 
ESTIMATES

FALL OPEN HOUSE 
November 8, 2015, 

Noon-3:00pm

CLAIM YOUR SEAT!
Contact the Admissions Office by visiting
www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, 

or calling 718-262-2169
(718) 386-3014 

www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
Authentic German Dining & Experience  

Located in 
Glendale, next to 

our Pork Store

See our ad on  
BACK PAGE

HOLIDAY TAKEOUT PACKAGE
FRESH ROASTED WHOLE TURKEY

$19999

  www.NevadaDinerNY.com               See on page 7

80-26 Queens Blvd. 
Elmhurst, NY 11373

(718) 426-2229 

Serves 12-14 People (18-20Lbs.)

Civic leaders 
reject route 
for Q44 bus

Adrian Ehrler (r.) alongside his moth-
er, gives details of how his surgery at 
Cohen Children’s Hospital helped him. 

Photo by Tom Momberg

DOG DAY AFTERNOON
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Thousands pay respects
to slain offi cer at AME

BY GABRIEL ROM

For the fourth time in 11 months men 
and women in blue gathered to mourn the 
killing of a New York City police officer.

Outside Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathe-
dral in Jamaica Wednesday thousands of 
police officers, some from as far away as 
New Zealand, stood at attention in the rain 
and wind while the late NYPD Officer Ran-
dolph Holder was mourned and remem-
bered as a white hearse drove past. Drum-
mers and bagpipes sounded.

Inside the church, Rev. Floyd Flake 
spoke to, and for, a city in pain as hundreds 
sat in the pews and hundreds of onlookers 
joined the officers waiting outside. 

“God, help us,” he said. “Make us have 
allowance for each other’s faults. God. we 
ask you to unify us even when we agree or 
disagree.”

After a call from the pulpit to “praise 
God,” a family member collapsed and was 
attended to by another woman, kneeling by 
her side.

Speakers made remarks that nodded to 
the debates over gun-control and criminal 
justice reform swirling through the city 
and throughout the nation.

“We could blame everybody,” said Rev. 
Les Mullings, who was the Holder families’ 
pastor and  stood only a few feet away from 
Mayor Bill de Blasio. “We could blame the 
politicians in Washington. We could blame 
the NRA. We could blame the mayor. We 
could blame the police union. But blame 
never unites....We must unite as a city, as a 
community, as a people.”

Holder, 33, who was born in Guyana and 
moved to Far Rockaway 12 years ago, was 
shot in the head and killed Oct. 20 respond-
ing to a report of gang-related gunshots in 
Upper Manhattan. He was assigned to the 
department’s Housing Bureau, worked out 
of PSA 5 and built an impressive record of 
police work, amassing at least 120 arrests, 
and quickly rose to be an elite plainclothes 
officer in one of Manhattan’s most danger-
ous neighborhoods. Both Holder’s father 
and grandfather were police officers in 
Guyana. The suspect, Tyrone Howard, has 
been charged with murder and robbery.

“All of New York is in pain at this mo-
ment,” de Blasio said in his eulogy. “We 
know our city lost a remarkable man, a 
man who made us better by his presence.” 

As deBlasio shook the hands of Holder’s 
family, they remained sitting down.

Police Commissioner William Bratton 
clasped deBlasio on the back and walked to 
the pulpit.

“Randolph Holder loved the job,” Brat-
ton said. “His dad was a cop, his grandfa-
ther was a cop. It was the family business”

With Bratton’s voice faltered as he 
posthumously promoted Holder to detec-
tive first grade, giving him badge number 

#9657.
“Officer Randolph Holder, you are re-

lieved of your duty,” Bratton said. “We are 
now sending you off to your next assign-
ment as a guardian at the gates of heaven.”

Mary Muhammad, Holder’s fiancé, 
spoke to the sea of faces in the vast cathe-
dral.

“What is loss?” she asked. “There is no 
definition that could articulate the feeling 
because I know it so well.”

The day before at Holder’s wake, thou-
sands of police officers again lined Merrick 
Boulevard and saluted as his casket was 
carried into the Allen A.M.E. Cathedral 
Tuesday morning. Many were crying.

Along the sprawling line police mingled 
with friends and family of Holder as well 
as residents who were there just to pay re-
spects. 

“Officer Holder was killed like an ani-
mal,” said Israel Scott, a pastor and com-
munity activist from Jamaica. There are 
so many things going through my mind 
right now, and I guess I just need to be here 
and show my respect. This violence be-
tween citizens and police, we got to remem-
ber that we’re all part of one human family. 
That’s why I’m here.”

Members of the New York Police Bomb 
Squad shook hands with patrolmen from 
Deptford, Pa. Guardian Angels stood along-
side community activists. 

A steady rain fell for the entire two-hour fu-
neral service of slain Officer Randolph Holder. 
Nevertheless, many of the more 1,500 cops who 
attended stood outside the Greater Allen A.M.E. 
Cathedral for the entire ceremony.  

Photo by Michael Shain

He was a“great guy” 
Page 6



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, N
OV. 1, 2015

3New boardwalk gets mixed reviews 
$480 million reconstruction project in Rockaways slated to be completed in 2017

BY GABRIEL ROM

Ed Hynes sat with his 
back turned to the ocean 
on a blustery fall afternoon 
along the new Rockaway 
Boardwalk. 

“The city never did 
nothing for this whole 
damn place until the storm. 
But now?” he said, survey-
ing the sleek new one-
mile stretch of continuous 
boardwalk. “This is unbe-
lievable, it’s really just un-
believable.”

Sobrino, 82, from Breezy 
Point, has been coming to 
the Boardwalk since the 
1950s, and he said that after 
decades of neglect, this is 
the best it’s ever looked.

Residents agree that 
whether for better or 
worse, the new boardwalk 
has little resemblance to its 
raggedy wooden predeces-
sor. Designs call for sand 
berms to be piled between 
the 40-foot-wide boardwalk 
and the ocean. Additionally, 
the city Parks Department 
has agreed to install metal 

walls called baffles behind 
the boardwalk to prevent 
sand and water from drift-
ing onto the street during 
major storms.

The historic boardwalk, 
and much of the surround-
ing community, were dev-

astated when Sandy tore 
through the peninsula on 
Oct. 29, 2012. The Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency designated $480 
million for boardwalk re-
construction, nearly a mil-
lion square feet of which 

had been destroyed by 
Sandy and tosses in chunks 
across the sand. 

From the sleek low-seat-
ing benches, to the ambu-
lance trailers that look like 
spaceships, the new board-
walk has a highly modern 

aesthetic.
“I think it has lost some 

of its character,” said Don-
ald Sautner of Far Rock-
away. “And to be honest, 
the construction took much 
too long.”

Parks has divided the 
project into five phases and 
intends to complete the en-
tire project by Memorial 
Day 2017.  

In July Rockaway re-
ceived another stretch 
of boardwalk.  The steel 
reinforced concrete deck 
spans Beach 97th Street to 
Beach 107th Street, joining 
up with the first stretch of 
opened boardwalk to give 
residents and visitors one 
continuous mile of newly 
constructed boardwalk. 

“As a result of the de 
Blasio administration’s 
push, the Rockaway Board-

walk will be continuously 
complete by Memorial Day 
2016, with intact sections of 
the old boardwalk and new 
sections linked together,” 
said Meghan Lalor, spokes-
woman for New York City 
Parks. The boardwalk will 
be entirely completed as 
new construction by Memo-
rial Day 2017, she added.

Officials said the struc-
ture would be more el-
evated and secure than 
its predecessor. “The new 
boardwalk, which started 
construction in April 2014, 
will set a global standard 
for resilient shoreline de-
sign, while providing the 
Rockaway community with 
a beautiful, functional 
beachfront,” said the Parks 
Department in a statement 
released this July. “The 
project is being integrated 
into a multi-layered system 
of coastal protection that 
will resist future weather 
events and account for the 
long-term effects of climate 
change,” it added. 

The full boardwalk reconstruction process is expected to be completed by Memorial Day 2017. 
Mike Shain

Peninsula ferry service not slated to return for another 18 months
BY SADEF ALI KULLY

After Rockaway residents 
were stranded in the wake of 
Hurricane Sandy, the Bloomberg 
administration introduced a sub-
sidized ferry service from the 
peninsula—a service that ended 
in the first year of the de Blasio 
administration. 

The Bloomberg administra-
tion started the ferry Nov. 12. 2012  
less than a month after the super-
storm knocked out A line service 
to the Rockaways. Subway service 
was not restored until May 2013

The rebuild included 1,500 feet 
of washed out tracks, replacing 
miles of signal, power and com-
munications wires, rehabilita-
tion of two flooded stations and 
a weakened embankment, all of 
which took months.

The A train shutdown left 
35,000 daily customers without a 
direct rail link to Manhattan, ac-
cording to the MTA. 

Residents of the Rockaways, 

who also rely heavily on bus ser-
vice, were not only surprised at 
how quickly the ferry service 
came and went but also upset. 

Addabo said the ferry service 
was subsidized and the de Blasio 
administration essentially said 
the ridership numbers did not jus-
tify the cost.

Borough President Melinda 
Katz brought in statistics to ap-
pease the mayor and residents be-
gan protesting, but it was a losing 
battle.

Days after elected officials 
visited the Mayor’s office to keep 
the ferry, Rockaway residents 
watched workers taking the ferry 

landing apart. 
“[The mayor] pulls the ferry 

service on Oct. 31, that Monday 
at 7 a.m. they are dismantling the 
dock. And you really want to put 
salt in a wound—it was incred-
ible,” state Sen. Joseph Addabo 
(D-Howard Beach) said in an in-
terview with the TimesLedger 
earlier this year. 

In February Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio announced that a wider ferry 
service to Manhattan from the 
Rockaways and from other parts 
of the city was set to launch in 
2017. To many, the announcement 
came as a relief of sorts.

Although the city has worked 
out a plan, many residents are not 

happy with the scheduling of the 
launch for 2017. 

“For my Rockaway residents, 
they don’t believe they should 
have to wait that long and they are 
savvy. It was in full operation dur-
ing Sandy, so we know it’s possi-
ble,” Addabo said in an interview 
this week. “They told me ‘we know 

2017 is an election year.’” 
In 2012, ferry service departed 

from Beach 108th Street and Beach 
Channel Drive and stopped at Pier 
11 in Lower Manhattan with free 
transfers as the same cost of a one-
way Metrocard, which was $2.

The city Economic Develop-
ment Corporation is working with 
the de Blasio administration to 
launch the upcoming Citywide 
Ferry Service. NYCEDC is expect-
ed to build ten new ferry landings, 
renovating six others, and select-
ing an operator to run the service. 
The Citywide Ferry Service is 
slated to be fully operational in 
2018.

Citywide Ferry Service will 
launch in two phases across five 
points in the city.  The first phase 
of the service will begin on routes 
from  Astoria, South Brooklyn, 
and Rockaway by 2017, while the 
Soundview and Lower East Side 
routes will be up and running in 
2018. 

Beach 108th St. was the location of the ferry after Hurricane Sandy for Rockaway 
residents and it will become the permanent landing for Citywide Ferry Service 
due to start in 2017.  Photo by Michael Shain
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All Children
Welcome

with parent or
guardian

We Will Buy 
Your Candy
$1.00 per pound,
up to 10 pounds

Candy Goes
to Deployed 

Soldiers
We support
our troops!

• Pediatric Dentistry

• Braces-Invisalign

• Oral Surgery

• Periodontal Therapy

• Root Canal

• Implants

• Dentures

• Mercury-Free Tooth
Colored Fillings

• Metal-Free Crowns

• PorcelainVeneers

• Nitrous Oxide Anesthesia

• Sedation Dentistry

• Laser Dentistry

• VelscopeVx (Oral Cancer Exams)

• Intra-Oral Camera

• Evening & Saturday Appointments

• 24 Hour Emergency Services

888-228-0687

2592 Merrick Road, Suite C
• Bellmore •

516 781 9700

43-07 214th Place
• Bayside •

718 225 0515

CANDY BUY BACK

FREE SEALANTS
To Help Protect

Your Child’s Teeth
(New patients only)

ppresentssppresenttttss

EVENING & SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES, 888-228-0687

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY• 
BRACES-INVISALIGN• 
ORAL SURGERY• 
PERIODONTAL • 
THERAPY
ROOT CANAL• 
IMPLANTS• 

DENTURES• 
MERCURY-FREE TOOTH • 
COLORED FILLINGS
METAL-FREE CROWNS• 
PORCELAIN VENEERS• 
NITROUS OXIDE • 
ANESTHESIA

SEDATION DENTISTRY• 
LASER DENTISTRY• 
VELSCOPE VX (ORAL • 
CANCER EXAMS)
INTRA-ORAL CAMERA• 

43-07 214th Place
BAYSIDE

718-225-0515

2592 Merrick Road, Suite C
BELLMORE

516-781-9700

www.drsilvermanassociates.com

OPERATION GRATITUDE
in cooperation with
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Jimmy Van Bramer
backs tolls for bridges

BY BILL PARRY

Move NY Fair Plan, the 
congestion pricing plan 
that would bring tolls to 
East River crossings to 
raise funds for MTA in-
frastructure repairs, has 
gained a powerful backer. 

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
has joined more than three 
dozen city and state law-
makers who have endorsed 
the Move NY Fair Plan as 
the best solution for reduc-
ing traffic congestion and 
funding much-needed sub-
way upgrades.

“We’ve seen massive 
congestion problems both 
on the subway cars and 
platforms of the 7 train 
themselves, and then in ad-
dition to that in the runup 
to the Queensboro Bridge,” 
Van Bramer said. “That’s 
why I’m saying now we 
need to focus on this invest-
ment into our mass transit. 
The Move NY plan is the 
best and most responsible 
way to get us there. This is 
a responsible way to ensure 
that the MTA’s needs are 
fully funded on an ongo-
ing basis without putting 
a financial burden on the 
backs of riders.”

Move NY is a diverse co-
alition of stakeholders rep-
resenting regional business 
associations, civic leaders, 
trade unions, transporta-
tion and environmental 
advocates and good- gov-
ernance organizations. Its 
Fair Plan would generate 
revenue while bringing 
toll equity to the region’s 
commuters and businesses 
while reducing grinding 
traffic jams.

Developed by transpor-
tation guru, “Gridlock” 
Sam Schwatz, the former 
city traffic commissioner 
and former chief engineer 
at the city Department of 
Transportation, the Move 
NY Fair Plan plan would 
generate $1.35 billion an-
nually, cut down on traffic 
and pay for repairs to sta-
tions on the No. 7 subway 
line, which the Citizens 
Budget Commission called 

the worst stations in the 
city. Schwartz explained 
why it makes sense in Van 
Bramer’s district during 
a powerful presentation at 
the LIC Summit in June. 

“All the traffic leaves the 
Long Island Expressway at 
Van Dam Street and snakes 
through all of the roads in 
Sunnyside and Long Island 
City trying to get to the 
free Queensboro Bridge in-
stead of paying a toll at the 
Queens Midtown Tunnel,” 
Schwartz said. “These are 
high crash areas and the 
180,000 vehicles a day adds 
plenty of air pollution. No 
neighborhood would ben-
efit more from Move NY 
than Long Island City.”

Alex Matthiessen, Move 
NY’s campaign director, 
called Van Bramer’s en-
dorsement a major shot in 
the arm. He becomes the 
13th City Council member 
to back the plan.

“As the City Council’s 
majority leader and a wide-
ly respected member of 

the Queens delegation, his 
support is especially mean-
ingful and significant,” 
Matthiessen said. “Major-
ity Leader Van Bramer 
has done his homework 
and like a growing number 
of New Yorkers has come 
to the conclusion that the 
Move NY Fair Plan is the 
best and only option for re-
ducing traffic, improving 
transit and securing a sus-
tainable revenue stream to 
maintain and expand out 
transportation network. 
We look forward to working 
with Majority Leader Van 
Bramer and other elected 
officials to make Move NY 
a reality for the millions 
of riders and drivers who 
rely on our subways, buses, 
roads, bridges, and com-
muter rail to get around 
this great city.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer endorses the Move NY plan to toll  
the currently free East River bridges to ease traffic and fund re-
pairs for the No. 7 subway line.
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Make a Date with Your Future! 
Fall Open House, November 8, 2015 

Noon - 3:00 pm

Make a Date with Your Future! 
Fall Open House, November 8, 2015 

Noon - 3:00 pm

WHY YORK?  
York has been ranked the top college in the nation for  

graduating students with the lowest debt.

AND 
York has The City University of New York’s outstanding 

programs in:

  Aviation Business Management 

  Occupational Therapy

  Pharmaceutical Science

  Physician Assistant Studies

94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, New York 11451

Academic Core Building, Atrium 

CLAIM YOUR SEAT!  Contact the Admissions Office by 

visiting www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or calling 718-262-2169.

Women’s conference offers some career advice   
BY MADINA TOURE

Professionals spanning 
the fields of education, bank-
ing and finance spoke about 
navigating their careers and 
the challenges women face 
in the workforce at the 28th 
annual World of Working 
Women Conference hosted 
by the Center for the Women 
of New York in Flushing last 
week. 

The panel discussion, 
held at the Sheraton La-
Guardia East Hotel at 135-20 
39th Ave., featured Audra 
Fordin of Great Bear Auto 
Shop; Cassidy Canzani, a se-
nior economist in the New 
York Office of Economic 
Analysis and Information, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
 ; Moses Ojeda, principal of 
Thomas Edison Career and 
Technical Education HS; 
Regina Olff, coordinator of 
the Retiree Learning Cen-
ter Programs of the UFT; 
Mallory Trachtenberg, a 
program analyst for the La-
bor Department’s Women’s 

Bureau; and Gina Bolden-
Rivera of Flushing Bank. 

Roz Liston, editor of the 
TimesLedger Newspapers, 
moderated the panel. 

The panelists fielded 
questions about how to en-
courage women to step into 
fields such as STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing, math) where women 
are historically underrep-
resented, cultural views 
on gender norms and how 
women can avoid being 
treated differently because 
of their gender in the work-
place. 

A number of students 
from Thomas Edison HS at-
tended the panel discussion. 
Ojeda, who graduated from 
Thomas Edison in 1993, 
has revamped information 
technology and career and 
technical education at the 
school, said the organiza-
tion’s mission resonates 
with him. 

“As a teacher, I had fe-
male students who loved 
working on computers and 

their parents would say, ‘No, 
that’s not the field for you. 
That’s for a boy, that’s for a 
man. You’re going to go into 
medical. You’re going to go 
into business’ and it would 
crush me to see that they 
were unhappy,” he said. 

The boys from Edison 
readily admitted that they 
were often outshone by the 
girls, particularly in the 
highly competitive robotics 
class.

Fordin, a fourth genera-
tion auto shop repair owner, 

said she strives to bring 
more women into her indus-
try. 

“The auto industry is 
a lucrative industry that 
‘women auto know’ about,” 
she said, referring to her 
website. 

A young Edison student 
wearing a headscarf said 
she was interested in going 
into auto mechanics, but 
her traditional parents ac-
tively discouraged her. Her 
dilemma kicked off a lively 
discussion among panel-
ists, the audience and the 
students about how to edu-
cate parents on changing 
gender roles. One woman 
suggested a public service 
ad campaign.

One of the male students 
asked the panelists if any 
of them had failed and how 
they moved on.

  Ann Juliano Jawin, the 
center’s founder and chair-
woman, said she ran for 
public office twice and did 
not win, but the experience 
gave her valuable life skills. 

“Learning how to speak 
in public, holding people’s 
attention, getting money out 
of them and also the respect 
of the other people in the 
field because when you run 
for office, you know how 
tough it is,” Jawin said.

Bolden-Rivera said life is 
a “building block,” noting 
the exposure she has got-
ten from working at a small 
bank. 

“Think about your own 
passion and what allows 
you to do that passion,” she 
said.

State Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) said he and the organi-
zation “go back many, many 
years.” When he was a coun-
cilman, he gave $900,000 to 
the center toward the reno-
vation of the landmarked 
building in Fort Totten 
which the center plans to 
occupy after being forced to 
move in 2002 to make room 
for a city Fire Department 
facility. 

Gina Bolden-Rivera of Flushing Bank speaks to Thomas Edison HS 
students following the panel. 
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Family recalls ‘great guy’
Offi cer Holder’s relatives describe even-keeled man close to his father

BY GABRIEL ROM

On a winding street in 
Far Rockaway where Offi-
cer Randolph Holder first 
lived in the United States, 
there was music, food and 
laughter last Friday. At 
the home of Holder’s ex-
tended family, those who 
were closest to him milled 
around the front lawn, 
reminiscing about the man 
they had lost. 

Across the street, two 
police officers stood in 
front of his parents’ home 
as more relatives streamed 
in and out. 

“That’s our cousin and 
he’s a really great guy,” 
said Stacey Lawrence, 29, 
Holder’s cousin. Portia 
Walker, another of Holder’s 
cousins, gently corrected 
her use of the present 
tense. “He really was. He 
really was a great guy.”

Holder, 33, who was shot 
in the head and killed Oct. 
20 responding to a report 
of gang-related gunshots 
in Upper Manhattan, was 
remembered by family 
and friends as an outgoing, 
even-keeled man who was 
especially close to his fa-
ther.

“This just hits home,” 
Lawrence said. “It makes 
you realize that this was a 
guy who served for what he 
believed in,” She paused, 
struggling to hold back 
tears. “He was like his dad. 
He loved music, they were 
both DJs. He loved reggae, 

soca, all of that good stuff.”
“He was really an out-

going guy,” added Walker. 
“Just like his dad.” A man 
walked up and, with a hint 
of sarcasm, said “you know 
everyone has been saying 
that.”

“You know you can’t say 
that,” Lawrence snapped, 
but she was at a loss for 
words. “He really was...just 
a great guy.” 

What sounded like gun-
shots rang in the air. The 
officers hurried to their 
squad car and put their 
ears to their walkie-talk-
ies. False alarm. 

“People are killing peo-
ple out here for no reason, 
for stupid little things,” 
said Sharlene Williams, a 
neighbor of the Holder fam-
ily. “Life is precious and 
people take it for granted 
like that. It doesn’t matter 
who it is—cop or not.”

Holder, a native of Guy-
ana, came to the United 
States 12 years ago and 
joined the NYPD in July 
2010. He was assigned to 
the department’s Housing 
Bureau and worked out of 
PSA 5. He built an impres-
sive record of police work, 
amassing at least 120 ar-
rests, and quickly rose to 
be an elite plainclothes of-
ficer in one of Manhattan’s 
most dangerous neighbor-
hoods. A 2012 bust in a pub-
lic lewdness case won him 
a Meritorious Police Duty 
award. Five other arrests, 
including three for drug 
possession with intent to 
sell and one each for rob-
bery and graffiti, earned 
him Excellent Police Duty 
Citations. Holder wore 
badge No. 13340. 

His father and grand-
father had both served 
as policemen in Guyana. 

After following in their 
footsteps and joining the 
NYPD, Holder moved to 
Mill Basin in Brooklyn but 
returned to Queens fre-
quently to visit his family, 
relatives said.

Holder will be buried in 
his native Guyana, accord-
ing to police.

Tyrone Howard, 30, 
who is charged with kill-
ing Holder, had a rap sheet 
with 28 arrests since age 
13. He was diverted to an 
outpatient drug-rehabil-
itation program and not 
prison after his fifth con-
viction on drug charges by 
the Manhattan District At-
torney’s office. 

Investigators said 
Monday a gun found over 
the weekend matched the 
weapon used in the shoot-
ing. Howard was charged 
robbery as well as murder, 
prosecutors said.

Portia Walker, who is Randolph Holder's cousin, remembered him as a "calm and easy-going 
type of guy." Gabriel Rom

CB 13 votes down 
Jewish school plan

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Community Board 13 
members voted Monday 
night at Antun’s Cater-
ing Hall against variances 
needed for the development 
of a four-story Jewish learn-
ing institution in Cambria 
Heights. 

The proposed learning 
institution, where Jewish 
men come to study their 
religion in depth, calls for 
three adjacent homes to be 
demolished between 224-12 
and 224-20 Francis Lewis 
Blvd. in a residential neigh-
borhood. 

The proposed site is 
down the street from the 
Ohel Chabad Lubavitch 
center bordering Mon-
tefiore Cemetery, where 
the Chabad Lubavitch holy 
leader Rebbe Menachem 
Schneerson, who died in 
1994, is buried. The Rebbe’s 
gravesite draws thousands 
of visitors from across the 
world on special and holy 

occasions. 
According to the applica-

tion, a religious nonprofit, 
Keren Puelos, that runs an 
education program known 
as Shluchim Office wants to 
build the institution. 

Even though Keren Pue-
los is a Chabad Lubavitch 
nonprofit, the Ohel center’s 
Rabbi Abba Rebson said the 
center had no connection to 
it. 

This is the second at-
tempt by the Chabad-
Lubavitch community in 
Cambria Heights to expand 
its properties. In 2011, then 
Community Board 13 mem-
bers and then-Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
had voted against it.  

Sheldon Lobel, the at-
torney representing Keren 
Puelos, once again appealed 
to the board members and 
residents to vote in favor of 
the institution because of 
its religious importance to 
the Chabad-Lubavitch com-
munity.

Community Board 13 voted against a Jewish religious learning in-
stitution to be developed at this site down the street from the Ohel 
Chabad-Lubavitch in Cambria Heights.   Photo by Mike Shain
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The meeting for Varied 
Internships Program, a 
nonprofit youth program, 
brought a dozen parents, 
former VIP participants, 
business participants and 
supporters to downtown 
Jamaica last week to fig-
ure out a way to save the 
program after it lost federal 
funding this year. 

VIP is one of the dozen 
or so nonprofit youth pro-
grams across the city that 
found itself without funding 
from the state Office of Al-
cohol and Substance Abuse. 
Policy changes forced un-
derstaffed and overworked 
nonprofits such as VIP, 
which has served its com-
munity for 25 years, to apply 
for funds through a request 
for proposal -- something no 
one at VIP knew how to do.

Varied Internships Pro-
gram has workshops, men-
tors and employment for 
more than 100 participants 
annually while providing a 
stipend and travel costs. 

The deadline is Dec. 31 
and the annual cost to run 
the program is $250,000.

According to Professor 
James Blake, VIP’s founder, 
said it  would cost $50,000 
for the program to continue 
until May. 

“For 25 years, we have 

been serving different 
youth over the years. We 
were approved funding,” 
Blake said. “Most people 
are hired to write grant 
proposals and are trained. 
We started writing it , but 
we had never done anything 
like this before.” 

VIP applied and got the 
proposal rejected by a few 
points, then appealed the re-
jection. The appeal was also 
denied. 

A spokewoman from OA-
SES said all programs that 
“did not win a new contract 
under the Prevention [Re-
quests For Proposals]  were 
awarded an additional six 
months of funding until 
Dec. 31 to allow time for 
transition planning and for 
seeking alternate funding 
sources.”

Blake said the fight to 
bring back funding has 
been nothing short of com-
plete frustration. In the last 
few month, he reached out 
to elected officials and the 
Cuomo administration for 
help, with little to no re-
sponse. 

“We really took a big hit. 
I am really disappointed in 
our elected officials. I do 
this because what I want for 
these kids is what I want for 
my kids,” he said. 

Blake said he has not 
registered any participants 

because the program might 
shut down. 

Sitting in on the meeting 
was state Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), who does not have ju-
risdiction over Jamaica, but 
could help find resources in 
Albany. 

“I cannot make any 
promises, but I am going 
to try my best,” said We-
prin, whose brother Marks 
works as deputy secretary 
of legislative affairs in Gov. 
Cuomo’s office after giving 
up his City Council seat. 

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-Hollis) did visit VIP of-
fice in August and promised  
to help with finding a solu-
tion, according to Blake.  

For former VIP partici-
pants, the loss of the pro-
gram was deeply felt. 

Andre Sterling, 18, from 
Springfield Gardens, said, 
“This is was my path to my 
first work experience. It 
may seem like a small pro-
gram, but it impacts lives.”

Sterling is a senior at 
Thomas Edison high school 
and plans to attend CUNY’s 
City College to pursue a de-
gree in computer science. 
Through VIP, he realized 
his love for software en-
gineering and passion for 
community activism. 

Professor James Blake sits with supporters of the Varied Internships Program, based in downtown 
Jamaica, one of about a dozen nonprofit youth programs that recently lost state funding.  

Photo by Sadef Kully

Jamaica nonprofi t fi ghts 
to recover state funding

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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At the end of September, 
32 CB 7 board members vot-
ed against the implementa-
tion of the route. Two voted 
for the proposal and one 
abstained due to a conflict 
of interest.

One of the concerns 
was a loss of parking spac-
es, which would have a 
substantial effect on the 
business communities of 
Queensboro Hill and down-
town Flushing.

CB 7Chairman Gene 
Kelty said he has voiced 
his frustrations with City 
Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) and that the 
board noticed the new dash 
markings on 41st Road and 
Main Street by its office.

“They just seem to re-
pave certain sections of 
Main Street and they now 
redid all the markings,” he 
said. “It looks like they’re 
moving straight ahead.”

The Q44 SBS will replace 
the Q44 limited bus, follow-
ing its route from Merrick 

Boulevard in Jamaica to 
the Bronx Zoo.

In a letter dated Sept. 29 
to MTA Chairman Thomas 
Prendergast, Kelty said he 
received an email from the 
Downtown Flushing Tran-
sit Hub Business Improve-
ment District, also known 
as the Flushing BID, de-
tailing the impact the bus 
route would have on the lo-
cal business community. 

Kelty also wrote that he 
received a petition against 
the route from each of the 
businesses in Queensboro 
Hill.

The DOT’s plans to start 
a capital reconstruction to 
widen the sidewalks in the 
downtown area would nar-
row the roadbed and, along 
with the exclusive bus lane, 
would worsen traffic con-
gestion. 

The Flushing BID sent 
a letter to CB 7 and elected 
officials about three weeks 
ago arguing that the new 
route will push traffic onto 
the side streets. 

Dian Yu, the Flushing 
BID’s executive director, 
said the bus lane has been 

implemented on part of 
Main Street from North-
ern Boulevard all the way 
down to Horace Harding 
Expressway, noting that 
machines have been added 
to the Q44 stop.

He said the only area 
where it has not been done 
is from 38th Avenue to 41st 
Avenue because that is the 
part where that will be re-
drawn. 

“We are concerned that 
by having this bus lane, we 
will scare away the people 
who normally come to 
downtown Flushing to shop 
because downtown Flush-
ing is a business district 
where the businesses rely 
on people to drive to down-
town Flushing and shop,” 
Yu said.

Koo said his office has 
worked with the DOT to en-
sure that the majority of the 
parking spaces are retained 
through offset bus lanes and 
noted that traffic congestion 
will intensify in the area in 
the future.

communities over the past 
year, according to its prog-
ress report released last 
week. 

According to the city, 
Build it Back has qua-
drupled in capacity, near-
ly 5,300 reimbursement 
checks totaling well over 
$100 million, nearly 1,900 
construction starts, and 
nearly 1,200 construction 
completions to date, com-
pared to none in all catego-
ries in early 2014.  

“Nearly three years ago, 
Sandy provided a stark 
picture of the risks of cli-
mate change,” Mayor Bill 
de Blasio said. “When we 
took office, Build it Back 
was simply not delivering 
for homeowners. We’ll con-
tinue to push forward as we 
build a stronger, more re-
silient [city] for all.”

Under the Bloomberg 
administration, the Build 
It Back program became 
a bureaucratic backlog 
of false promises made to 
Sandy-damaged commu-
nities. Victims did not re-
ceive reimbursement and 
a complicated and ever-

changing application pro-
cess through unqualified 
employees made recovery 
for Sandy-affected residents 
even harder, according to 
a 2014 report from the city 
comptroller.    

“They  improved vastly. 
I am understanding with 
Build It Back - they were 
given this money with 
conditions from the fed-
eral government,” said 
Addabbo, who has Sandy 
recovery satellite offices 
across his district. “Today 
if a case falls through the 
cracks, I make a call and 
get a response.” 

Addabbo pointed out an 
estimated $30 million has 
already gone back to his 
district  , but among his ma-
jor concerns are resiliency 
projects which have not 
started.  

In spring 2014, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio redesigned 
the program to get much-
needed relief to homeown-
ers. 

To date, the city pro-
gram has made an offer 
to nearly every one of its 
10,000 active applicants, 
and moved many of them 
into construction or reim-
bursement  valued at over 
$100 million.  Build it Back 

completed its 1,000th con-
struction project on Sept. 
14.

A comprehensive $20 
billion resiliency program 
 will continue focusing on 
strengthening coastal de-
fenses, protecting infra-
structure, strengthening 
communities and adapting 
buildings.

The short-term safety 
measures in place such as 
4.2 million cubic yards of 
sand on the Rockaway pen-
insula and in Coney Island, 
9.8 miles of dunes across 
the Rockaway peninsula 
and in Staten Island, 10,500 
linear feet of bulkheads 
across the city and 16 new 
improvements to the city’s 
building code, address new 
climate threats.

Other projects such as 
the $3 billion for NYCHA 
redesign 33 impacted de-
velopments ; a partnership 
with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to advance 
investments in Sea Gate, 
the Rockaway peninsula, 
Jamaica Bay, and the East 
Shore of Staten Island; and 
investments in coastal pro-
tection for Breezy Point, 
Red Hook, will help protect 
shorelines across the city.

Continued from Page 1 
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Continued from Page 1 
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Young traffi c accident victim honored 
Flushing street corner renamed for 3-year-old Allison Liao, who died after being hit by motor vehicle

BY MADINA TOURE

The street sign for Alli-
son Hope Liao Way was un-
veiled in Flushing last Fri-
day afternoon, honoring the 
3-year-old girl who was hit 
by a driver while crossing 
the intersection in 2013. 

In a ceremony hosted by 
City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) at the north-
east corner of Cherry Ave-
nue and Main Street, where 
the street sign now stands, 
elected officials and Alli-
son’s parents said the sign 
would encourage driver and 
pedestrian safety. 

“If you want to send a 
text or make a phone call, if 
you are crossing the street 
outside the crosswalk or 
looking on your phone, if 
you are distracted for any 
reason while behind the 
wheel, it’s not worth the life 
of Allison Liao,” Koo said 

during the ceremony. “It’s 
not worth the life of anyone. 
But today, I believe we can 
take some small comfort, for 
now we have Allison Hope 
Liao Way to guide us.”

Liao was hit by an SUV 
driven by Ahmad Abu-
Zayedeh on Oct. 6, 2013 
while crossing at the in-
tersection with her grand-
mother. The Liao family 
started Families for Safer 
Streets, an advocacy group 
that fights against reckless 
driving. 

Abu-Zayedeh stayed at 
the scene of the crash. No 
criminal charges were filed 
and his blood alcohol con-
tent level was below the le-
gal limit. The Liaos learned 
the case was dismissed 
while examining a lawsuit 
they had filed against Abu-
Zayedeh in Brooklyn Su-
preme Court.

Hsi-Pei Liao, Allison’s 

father, said the Cherry Ave-
nue site represents the fam-
ily’s advocacy work.

“This is the location 
where we lost our daughter 
to a distracted driver, but 
it’s also the spot where our 
advocacy and our memory 

started and this is how we 
want to remember this cor-
ner,” he said. “Sharing her 
story helps lower the speed 
limit, was influential in 
passing the right-of-way law 
and increased the number 
of safety cameras to moni-

tor speed.”
His wife, Amy Tam-Liao, 

said Allison has had a sub-
stantial effect on the world. 

“We will always remem-
ber our Ally as a smart, 
sassy 3-year-old that march-
es to the beat of her own 
drum,” she said. “We inten-
tionally named her Hope to 
express someday she would 
make the world a better 
place. Though this was not 
the way we wanted it or ex-
pected, she has made a big 
impact in her own special 
way.”

Koo gave the family a 
duplicate copy of the street 
sign and the pen  Mayor Bill 
de Blasio used to sign the 
legislation proposing the 
street renaming.  

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) said the fam-
ily’s work has led to fewer 
accidents and noted a 26 
percent reduction in fatali-

ties  over the last 12 months 
in the Community Board 7 
area.

But she said it does not 
bring Allison back.

“There are no words 
to express the grief that a 
family must face,” Stavisky 
said. 

Assistant Transporta-
tion Commissioner of Edu-
cation and Outreach Kim 
Wiley-Schwartz said the 
family’s efforts have led to 
the creation of the Behind 
the Wheels series for young 
drivers in outer Queens and 
parts of Staten Island and 
the Bronx. 

“Their constant bravery 
to stand up in front of people 
and to talk about Ally and 
this tragedy has inspired us 
and we feel that this story 
can really make a change 
for young drivers as they 
take the wheel themselves,” 
Wiley-Schwartz said.

City Councilman Peter Koo and the Liao family hold up the dupli-
cate Allison Hope Liao Way street sign. Photo by Madina Toure
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breathing.
Ehrler’s mom, Mari-

bel Castro, reached out to 
her sister Nancy Castro, 
an FDNY paramedic from 
Woodside, and came to stay 
with her as he recovered 
under the care of different 
physicians.

When Ehrler’s family 
arrived in the city on Aug. 
15, they said he was having 
severe difficulty breathing 
and was near death.

“The worst part of my 
whole life was not being 
able to breathe. Now, day 
after day I can breathe a 
deep breath and it feels 
great,” Ehrler said. “People 
don’t value things until 
they don’t have them, and 
that’s a great lesson to have 
had.”

Discharged from a hos-
pital twice when doctors 
found no problems with 
his breathing, the young 
man was recovering at his 
aunt’s house until Aug. 
19 when his throat nearly 
closed and his mother 
called 9-1-1. Nancy Castro 

was on duty at the time, and 
was dispatched to assist her 
nephew. 

She took him to the 
emergency center at North 
Shore LIJ’s Steven and Al-
exandra Cohen Children’s 
Medical Center in New 
Hyde Park, where doctors 
said Ehrler received life-
saving surgery.

North Shore LIJ Divi-
sion of Pediatric Otolaryn-
gology Chief Dr. Lee Smith 
was the first one called in 
to evaluate Ehrler.

“His survival is mi-
raculous and against the 
odds, in that if he had been 
treated in a different way, 
it could have gone in a very 
different direction,” Smith 
said. “He is very fortunate 
to have achieved the result 
he had.”

Ehrler’s windpipe had 
become elongated and nar-
row from the poor care he 
received initially, which 
Smith and LIJ Thoracic 
Surgery Chief Dr. David 
Zeltsman said made the re-
construction of the trachea 
and bronchus unique and 
very difficult.

The doctors said the co-
operation of the pediatrics 

and rehabilitation depart-
ments with the Intensive 
Care Unit at North Shore 
LIJ was what really made 
the surgery successful. 
Smith and Zeltsman said 
the reconstruction of the 
Hondurans teen’s cartilage 
and airway was done com-
pletely naturally, without 
artificial grafts. 

The hospital sees about 
70 similar cases a year, but 
“every single case is differ-
ent,” Zeltsman said. “And 
we really worked across 
specialties to be able to do 
this.”

If Ehrler had gone into 
another hospital’s care, 
Smith said even if he had 
survived, he may have had 
a severe detriment to his 
quality of life. Even doctors 
at Cohen considered admin-
istering a tracheotomy.

“That’s a very poor 
quality-of-life intervention 
and that’s a big deal. People 
don’t want to spend the rest 
of their lives with a breath-
ing tube in their neck,” 
Smith said.

Ehrler is continuing to 
stay at his aunt’s house as 
he undergoes outpatient 
physical, occupational and 

Continued from Page 1 

Hospital
leased to the street. The 
mayor has been pushing 
bail reforms as a way to 
keep nonviolent defen-
dants out of jail.

The change would al-
low judges to consider 
public safety risk in de-
termining an individual’s 
bail amount. New York is 
only one of three states 
that does not allow judges 
to consider dangerousness 
when setting bail.

De Blasio’s proposal 
would also allow judges 
to consider public safety 
risk and flight risk when 
determining whether an 
individual is eligible for a 
drug treatment diversion 
program, neither of which 
is currently required for 
consideration.

“The death of Officer 
Randolph Holder was a 
clear and tragic signal 
that we must ensure dan-
gerous individuals with 
long criminal histories 
do not walk our streets,” 
de Blasio said. “Yet as 
the law stands, judges 
can only consider risk 

of flight when determin-
ing a bail amount. Our 
judges must be able to 
look at how dangerous 
someone is when they de-
cide how much bail is set. 
and should look at these 
factors when they decide 
whether to divert someone 
away from jail. If someone 
poses a significant threat 
to our city’s safety, they 
must be behind bars, and 
today’s announcement is 
a strong step toward keep-
ing our residents, and our 
hardworking officers, safe 
from harm.” 

Tyrone Howard, the 
individual being held re-
sponsible for killing Of-
ficer Holder, was freed 
after a fourth felony drug-
dealing conviction when 
a judge deemed him eli-
gible for a drug treatment 
program. Howard had an 
extensive history of drug 
felonies and misdemean-
ors. 

The judge could have 
made a different bail deci-
sion if he had been able to 
consider Howard’s exten-
sive criminal history as an 
element of dangerousness. 
Criminal history is a ma-

jor component of validat-
ed risk-assessment tools 
that have been shown in 
other jurisdictions to ac-
curately predict whether 
a defendant will re-offend 
if released.

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), 
the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Courts & Legal 
Services, pointed out that 
there were two judicial 
decisions in the Howard 
case— the decision to 
grant him bail, which was 
set at $35,000. and the di-
version that sent him to a 
drug treatment program 
and

“Our bail system is 
dysfunctional and dan-
gerous,” Lancman said. 
“Dangerous to the public, 
who cannot be protected 
because New York law 
prohibits judges from 
considering a defendant’s 
danger to the community 
when determining bail; 
and dangerous to too 
many low-level, nonvio-
lent defendants who get 
sent to Rikers at enormous 
taxpayer expense because 
they can’t pay $500 to 
$1,000 in bail.”

Continued from Page 1 
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